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PROGfifiDINOS  ANB  DEBATES 


O^ 


THE  SEl^ATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  THIRD  8E88ION  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 
OF  WASHINGTON,  MONBAT,  SEPTEMBER  19,  1814. 


A  PROCLAMATIPN 

B^  tie  Ptmdmi  of  the  United  SMe$  of  Ameriea. 

WliflmM  great  aod  weighty  matten,  claimtDg  the 
eoDfidemtioii  of  the  Coagrees  of  the  United  Statei, 
ten  an  cxtraordinaiy  occasion  for  conyening  them,  I 
do,  hf  these  presents^  appoint  Monday,  the  nineteenth 
dayof  September  next,  for  their  meeting  at  ^e  City 
orWaahington ;  hereby  requiring  the  reapecti^e  Sena* 
tors  and  Repreaentativea  then  and  there  to  aaaemble  in 
Congreas,  in  order  to  receiye  anch  commnnicationa  aa 
may  then  be  made  to  them,  and  to  consult  and  deter* 
mine  on  auch  measures  aa  in  their  wisdom  may  be 
deemed  meet  for  the  welfare  of  the  United  Statea. 

In  teatimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
PI  United  Statea  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
■•       *'*     signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Waahii^gtoo,  the  eighth  day  of 
Ang^BBt,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoarand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  Stotea  the  thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President : 

JAMES  MONROE, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Monday,  September  Id,  I8I4? 
Conformably  to  the  above  Proclamation  of  the 
*  President  of  the  Uoitcd  Statea  of  the  8th  of  Au- 
gust last,  the  third  aeasion  of  the  Thirteenth  Con- 
mss  commeneed  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, mod  the  Senate  assembled. 

PBE8BNT : 

JoasPB  B.  Varnum,  from  Massachusetts. 

Jbbbxiab  B.  Howbll,  from  Rhode  Island. 

JONATBAN  ROBlNBOlf.  ffom  VermOBL 

Abkbb  Laoock  and  Jonatban  Robibtb,  from 
Pennsylvania. 

OuTBBBBiDOB  HoBSBT,  ffom  Delaware. 

RioBABD  Bbbht  and  William  B.  Qileb,  from 
Virginia. 

Iambb  Turner,  from  North  Carolina. 

Jobb  Qaillard,  from  South  Carolina. 

Cbarlib  Tait,  from  Georgia. 

Jbbbb  Blvdbob,  from  Kentucky. 

J08BPB  Amdbbboh  and  Jbbbb  Wbarton,  from 
Tennessee. 


Jbbbiiiab  Morrow  and  Tbomas  Wortbimo* 
ton,  from  Ohio. 

James  Brown  and  Blijius  Fromrntin,  from 
Loaisiana. 

JoBN  Gaillard,  President  pro  tempore^  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Tbomas  W.  Tbompson,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Leffislatore  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  place  of  Nicholas  Giiman,  deceased,  pro* 
dttced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe, 

Retaloed^  As  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Sen« 
ate  has  departed  this  life,  that  the  Chief  Clerk 
do  act  as  Secretary  thereof  until  one  shall  be  ap* 
pointed. 

Whereupon,  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was 
administefed  to  BAMtisL  Tornbr,  jr. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  acquaint  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  Messrs.  Robin- 
son and  Varncm  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate^  together  with  such  com* 
mittee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  tbeir  part,  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that  m 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assemUed,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  that  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  President  communicated  the  following 
letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read : 

WASBivttToir,  September  17,  1814. 
8im :  The  destniction  of  the  Capitol,  by  the  enenyf 
having  made  it  neceasary  that  other  accommoda<iiona 
shonld  be  provided  for  the  meeting  of  Congreas*  CSiam- 
bers  for  the  Senate  and  for  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiveii^  with  other  requisite  apartments,  have  bean  fitted 
up,  under  the  direction  of  the  SuperintendfAt  of  the 
City,  in  the  public  building  heretofore  allied  for  ^e 
Post  and  other  public  offices. 

^  JAM90  MADIBOS. 

The  PaaaiBXHT 

Ofiht  SenaU  of  the  iMi^d  «atee. 
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PROGfifiBINOS  AND  DEBATES 
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THE  SEl^ATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  THIRD  8B88ION  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONORE88,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 
OF  WASHINGTON,  MONBAT,  SEPTEMBER  19,  1814. 


A  PROCLAMATIPN 
B^  ike  PreMmt  of  the  lMitedSMe$  of  America. 
WliflmM  great  and  weighty  matten,  claimtng  the 
eonaideTation  of  the  Coagreas  of  the  United  iSatei, 
Arm  an  eztraordinaiy  occasion  for  convening  them,  I 
do,  hj  these  presents^  appoint  Monday,  the  nineteenth 
day  of  September  next,  for  their  meeting  at  the  City 
orWashington ;  hereby  requiring  the  respective  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  then  and  there  to  assemble  in 
Congreaa,  in  order  to  receive  snch  commnnications  as 
may  then  be  made  to  them,  and  to  consult  and  deter- 
mine on  snch  measures  as  in  their  wisdom  may  be 
deemed  meet  for  the  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
|-  1  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
L&.  S.J     gigiiQ  j  iiiQ  g,^^  ^llli  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  eighth  day  of 
Angnat,  in  the  year  of  our  Iiord  one  thoarand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
By  the  Preeident: 

JAMES  MONROE, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Monday,  September  19, 1814* 
Conformably  to  the  above  Proclamattoo  of  the 
*  President  of  the  Unttcd  States  of  the  8th  of  Au- 
gust last,  the  third  session  of  the  Thirteenth  Coo- 
mss  eommeneed  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, mod  the  Senate  assembled. 

PBE8ENT : 

Jo8£PB  B.  Varnum,  from  Massachasetts. 

Jbbuiab  B.  Howbll,  from  Rhode  bland. 

JoNATBAN  RoBiNeoM,  from  VermoDU 

Abkbb  Lagock  and  Jonatban  RoBaaTa,  from 
Pennsylvania. 

OirnaiBBiDOB  Horsbt,  from  Delaware. 

RioBARD  Bbbht  and  William  B.  Qilbb,  from 
Virginia. 

Iambs  Tubbbb,  from  North  Carolina. 

JoBB  Qaillard,  from  South  Carolina. 

CbarlIs  Tait,  from  Qeorgia. 

Jbbsb  Blbdbob,  from  Keniueky. 

JoBBPB  Amdbbboh  Rud  Jbbbb  Wbarton,  from 
Tennessee. 


Jbbbmiab  Mobrow  and  Tbomas  Worthimo* 
ton,  from  Ohio. 

Jambs  Bbowb  and  Blijius  Frombbtin,  from 
Lonisiana. 

JoBN  Gaillabd,  President  pro  tempore^  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Thomas  W.  Thompsok,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Leeislatare  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp* 
shire,  in  place  of  Nicholas  Oilman,  deceased,  pro* 
dnced  his  credentials,  aras  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Blbpsoe, 

Betoloed,  As  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Sen« 
ate  has  departed  this  life,  that  the  Chief  Clerk 
do  act  as  Secretary  thereof  until  one  shall  be  ap* 
pointed. 

Whereapon,  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was 
adminkstefed  to  Bamobl  tormbr,  jr. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Abdbrson,  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  acquaint  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinsob,  Messrs.  Robiii«- 
soB  and  Varbum  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate^  together  with  such  com- 
mittee as  may  be  appomted  by  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives  on  their  part,  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assemUed,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  commnnications  that  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  Prbbidbbt  communicated  the  following 
letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read : 

Wasbivotoh,  September  17,  1814. 
Sim :  The  destruction  of  the  Capitol,  by  the  eneAy* 
having  made  it  neceasaiy  that  other  accommods^ons 
should  be  provided  for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  CSiam- 
bers  for  the  Senate  and  for  the  House  of  RepressntM 
tives^  with  other  requisite  apartments,  have  been  fitted 
up,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendflit  of  the 
City,  in  the  public  building  heretofore  allplCed  for  ^ 
Post  and  other  public  ofikes.  ^_  ,  ^^, 

^  JAM90. 1IADI8029. 

The  PaisiBXHT  ,  **.  . 

Qfiht  SenaU  qf  th^  Vnii^d  «<«««. 
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Preiident^g  MesBoge. 


Sbptbmbbr,  1814» 


On  motiott,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  it  was  agreed  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourn  it  be  to'  5  o'clock  this 
evening. 

The  asaal  resolution  was  adopted  for  supplying 
Senators  with  newspapers,  and  then  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

Five  o*clock  in  the  Evening, 
The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being  suf- 
ficient to  constitute  a  quorum,  the  Senate  ad- 
joarned. 

ToBSDAT,  September  20. 

William  W.  Bibb,  from  the  State  of  Georgia) 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  two  hundred 
copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  two  hundred  copies  of  the  roles  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate,  were  ordered  to  be 
pruited  and  hound  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  form  they  have  heretofore  been. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  ouorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business.  They  have  appointed  a  com- 
naittee  on  their  part  to  join  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  receive  any  communications  he  may 
be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  a  committee  was 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  42d  rule  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Lacock, 
HowBLL,  and  Morrow,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WoRTBiHOTOS  submitted  tlni  following 
notion : 

Reaolvedf  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress  during  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shaTl  in- 
terchange weekly. 

Mr.  RoBiNBON  reported,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee«  that  they  bad  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  this  day«  at  13  o'clock. 

Mr.  HowBLL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  Mountjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  Ser^nt-at-Arms  to  the  Senata}  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
services  as  are  usually  required  bv  the  Doorkeeper 
tif  the  Senate ;  which  expense  shall  be  paid  out 
ofthe  continffent  fund. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion;  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  a  committee 
was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  22d  role  for  con- 
ductin']^  business  in  the  Senate;  and  Messrs. Fro- 
mbmtiii,Tbomp80N,  and  Bledsoe,  were  appointed 
the  commiviee. 

f»R£8a>ENr8  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbbiobnt  of  thb  iSutbd  Statbb: 


FtUouxUizeM  ofthe  Senate 

and  Hotue  of  Renreeentaiivee  .• 

Notwithstanding  the  early  day  which  had  been  fixed 
for  your  session  of  the  present  year*  I  was  induced  to 
call  you  together  still  sooner,  as  well  that  any  inade- 
quacy in  the  existing  provisions  for  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury  might  be  supplied,  as  that  no  delay  might 
happen  in  proTiding  for  the  result  of  the  negotiations 
on  loot  with  Great  Britain,  whether  it  should  require 
arrangements  adapted  to  a  return  of  peace,  or  further 
and  more  efiectiTe  provisions  ibr  prosecuting  the  war. 

That  result  is  not  yet  known.  If,  on  one  hand,  the 
rep«al  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  general  pacifi- 
cation in  Europe,  which  withdrew  the  oeeaaion  on 
which  impressments  frum  American  vessels  were  prac- 
tised, suggest  expectations  that  peace  and  amity  may 
be  re-established,  we  were  compelled,  on  the  other 
hand,  by  the  refusal  ofthe  British  Government  to  ac- 
cept the  ofiered  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia; 
by  the  delays  in  giving  offset  to  its  own  proposal  of  a 
direct  negotiation ;  and,  above  all,  by  the  principles 
and  manner  in  which  the  war  is  now  avowedly  earned 
on,  to  infer  that  a  spirit  of  hostility  is  induli^  more 
violent  than  ever  against  the  rights  and  proepeiitj  of 
this  country. 

This  increased  violence  is  best  explained  by  the  two 
important  circumstances,  that  the  great  contest  in  Eu- 
rope fi>r  an  equilibrium  guaranteeing  all  its  States 
against  the  ambition  of  any,  has  been  closed  without 
any  check  on  the  overbearing  power  of  Great  Britain 
on  the  ocean ;  and  it  has  left  in  her  hands  diaposable 
armaments  with  which,  forgetting  the  difficulties  of  a 
remote  war  with  a  free  people,  and  yielding  to  the  in- 
toxication of  success,  with  Uie  example  of  a  great  vic- 
tim to  it  before  her  eyes,  she  dierishes  hopes  of  still 
further  aggrandizing  a  Power  already  formidable  in  its 
abuses  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  civiUxed  and  commer- 
cial world. 

But,  whatever  may  h&ve  inspired  the  enemy  with 
these  more  violent  purposes,  the  public  councils  of  a 
nation,  more  able  to  maintain  than  it  was  to  acquire 
iu  independence,  and  with  a  devotion  to  it  rendered 
more  ardent  by  the  experience  of  its  blessings,  can 
never  deliberate  but  on  the  means  most  efiectual  for 
defeating  the  extravagant  views  or  unwarrantable  pas- 
sions with  which  alone  the  war  can  now  be  punned 
against  us. 

In  the  events*  of  the  present  campaign,  the  enemy, 
with  all  his  augmented  means>  and  wanton  use  of 
them,  has  little  ground  Ibr  exultation,  unless  he  ean  ' 
feel  it  in  the  success  of  his  recent  enterprises  agaiaet 
this  metropolis  and  the  neighboring  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, from  both  of  which  bis  retreats  were  as  precipitate 
as  his  attempts  were  bold  and  fortunate.  In  his  other 
incursions  on  our  Atlantic  fi^ntier,  his  progress,  often 
checked  and  chsstised  by  the  martial  spirit  of  the 
neighboring  cittsens,  has  had  more  efiect  in  distressing 
individuals,  and  in  dishonoring  his  arms,  than  in  pro- 
moting any  object  of  legitimate  warftm.  And,  in  Uie 
two  instances  mentioned,  however  deeply  to  be  le- 
gretted  on  oar  part,  he  will  find  in  his  transient  eno- 
oess,  which  interrupted  for  a  moment  on^  the  ordinary 
public  business  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  no  com- 
pensstion  for  the  loss  of  character  with  the  world,  by 
nis  violations  of  private  property,  and  by  his  destruc- 
tion of  public  edifices,  protected,  as  monuments  of  the 
arts,  by  the  laws  of  civilized  warfere. 

On  our  side,  we  can  appeal  to  a  series  of  achieve- 
ments which  have  given  new  ftisire  to  the  American 
arms.    Besides  the  brilliant  incidents  in  the  miner 
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Pregidefdl^B  Memagt. 


Sbnatb. 


openUoiu  of  the  eamp«ign,  fhe  splendid  Tielorias 
gsined  M  th«  CuhuIuii  side  of  the  Nia^aim,  by  the 
Ameiiesn  foreee  mder  Major  General  Brown,  and 
Bngadien  8ootl  and  Chunee,  have  gained  for  theee 
banHM,  and  their  emulating  oompaniona,  the  moat  un» 
Adtng  lanrela;  and,  having  trinraphantly  teated  the 
progreaatve  diacipline  of  the  American  eoldieiyi  haye 
tanght  the  enemy  that  the  longer  he  protracts  his  hos- 
tile efforts,  the  more  certain  and  deciaiTe  will  be  his 
final  discomfiture. 

On  our  southern  border,  victory  has  continued  also 
to  follow  the  American  standard.  The  bold  and  skil- 
ful operatioDs  of  Migor  General  Jackson,  conducting 
troops  drawn  from  the  nylitia  of  the  States  least  dis- 
tant, particularly  of  Tennessee,  have  subdued  the  prin- 
cipal tribes  of  hostile  savages,  and,  by  establishing  a 
peace  wiUi  thev,  preceded  by  recent  and  exemplary 
chastisemeliC,  has  best  guarded  against  the  mischief  of 
their 'oo-operatton  with  the  British  enterprises  which 
nay  he  pbnned  against  that  qnarter  of  onr  country. 
Impoartant  tribes  of  IndSans  on  onr  Northwealem  firon* 
tier  hare  also  aoeeded  to  atipnlations  which  bind  them 
to  the  interssts  of  the  United  States,  and  to  consider 
our  enemy  as  theirs  also. 

In  the  recent  attempt  of  the  enemy  on  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  defended  by  militia  and  volunteer^  aided 
by  a  small  body  of  regulars  and  seamen,  he  was  re- 
ceived wit^  a  spirit  which  produced  a  rapid  retreat  to 
his  ships;  whilBt  a  eoncuirent  attack  by  a  large  fleet 
was  successfully  resisted  by  the  steady  and  well  directed 
fire  of  tlie  fort  and  batteries  opposed  to  it. 

In  another  recent  attack  by  a  powerful  force  on  onr 
troops  at  Plattiburg,  of  which  regulars  made  a  part 
only,  th<«  enemy,  after  a  perseverance  for  many  hours,  ^ 
was  finally  compelled  to  seek  safoty  in  a  hasty  retreat, 
with  OUT  gallant  bands  pressing  upon  him. 

On  the  Lakes,  so  much  contested  Uiroughout  the 
war,  the  great  exertions  for  the  command  made  on  our 
part  have  b«en  iwell  repaid.  On  Lake  Ontario,  onr 
aquadron  is  now,  and  hu  been  for  some  time,  in  a 
condition  to  confine  that  of  the  enemy  to  his  own  port, 
and  to  favor  the  operations  of  our  land  forces  on  that 
frontier. 

A  part  of  the  squadron  on  Lake  Erie  has  been  ex- 
tendeid  into  Lake  Horon,  and  has  piodnoed  the  advan- 
tage of  displaying  ow  command  on  that  lake  also. 
One  object  of  the  expedition  was  the  reduction  of  Mack- 
inaw, which  foiledy  with  the  loss  of  a  few  brave  men, 
among  whom  was  an  officer  justly  distinguished  for  his 
gallant  exploits.  The  expedition,  ably  conducted  by 
both  the  land  and  the  navsl  commanders, eras  otherwise 
highly  valuable  in  ita  effiscts. 

On  Lake  Champlain,  where  our  superiority  had  for 
some  time  been  undisputed,  the  British  squadron  lately 
eame  into  aetion  vrith  the  American,  commanded  1^ 
Captain  Maedonongh.  It  issued  in  the  capture  of  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  ships.  The  best  praise  for  this 
oAoery  and  hia  intrepid  oomrades,  is  in  tie  likeness  of 
his  triumph  to  the  illuslrious  victory  which  immortal- 
SMd  another  officer,  and  established,  at  a  critical  mo- 
ment, ovr  command  of  another  lake. 

On  the  ocean,  the  pride  of  our  naval  arms  has  been 
fApiy  supported.  A  second  frigate  has  indeed  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  but  the  loss  is  hidden  in 
the  blue  of  heroism  with  which  she  wsf  defended. 
Captain  Porter,  who  commanded  her,  and  whose  pre- 
vious career  had  been  distinguished  by  daring  enter- 
prise and  by  fertility  of  genius,  maintained  a  sanguin- 
aiy  contest  against  two  ships,  one  of  them  superior  to 
his  own,  and  under  other  severe  disadvantages,  till 


humanity  tore  down  the  colors  which  valor  had  nalM 
to  the  mast  Thi>  officer  and  his  brave  eomradeo  haun 
added  much  to  the  rising  glory  of  the  American  fiw» 
and  have  merited  all  the  efiusions  of  gratitude  which 
their  oountiy  is  ever  ready  to  bestow  on  the  ohami^oaB 
of  its  righta  and  of  its  safety. 

Two  smaller  vessels  of  war  have  also  become  priBsa 
to  the  enemy ;  but,  by  a  superiority  of  force  which  anf- 
ficiently  vindicates  the  reputation  of  their  conunandem  ; 
whilst  two  others,  one  commanded  by  Captain  War* 
rington,  the  other  by  Captain  Blakely,  have  eaplurei 
Bluish  ships  of  the  same  class,  with  a  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  which  entitle  them  and  their  companlona 
to  a  just  share  in  the  praise  of  their  country. 

In  spito  of  the  naval  force  of  the  enemy  accumulated 
on  our  coasts,  our  private  cruisers  also  have  not  ceased 
to  annoy  his  commeice,  and  to  bring  their  rich  priuB 
into  our  ports ;  contributing  thus,  vrteh  other  proofs,  to 
demonstrate  the  incompetoncr  and  illegality  Jt  a  block- 
ade, the  proclamation  of  which  is  made  the  pretext  fbr 
Texing  and  discouraging  the  commerce  of  neutnl 
Powers  with  the  United  Stetes. 

To  meet  the  extended  and  divenified  warfere  adopts 
ed  by  the  enemy,  great  bodies.of  militia  have  been  talm 
into  service  for  tlie  public  defence,  and  great  expenaaa 
ineovred.  That  the  defence  everywhere  may  be  botfe 
more  convenient  and  more  economical.  Congress  will 
see  the  necessity  of  immediate  measures  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  regular  Army,  and  of  enlarging  the  ni^ 
viaion  for  special  coqie,  moimted  and  unmonntedt  to 
be  engaged  for  longer  periods  of  service  than  are  int 
from  Uie  militia.  I  eameitly  renew,  at  the  aame  time^ 
a  recommendation  of  such  changes  in  the  system  oC 
the  militia,  as,  by  classing  and  disciplining  for  the  meet 

rmpt  and  active  service  the  portions  most  capable  of 
,  irill  give  to  that  great  reeource  for  the  public  safety 
all  the  requisite  energy  and  efficiency. 

The  moneys  received  into  the  Treasury  during  tha 
nine  months  ending  on  the  90th  day  of  June  last, 
amounted-  to  thftr^-two  millions  of  dollars,  of  vhfoh 
near  eleven  millions  were  the  yiimaeda  of  tfie  pnblie 
revenue,  and  the  remainder  derived  fh>m  loans.  The 
disbursements  for  public  expenditures  during  the  sama 
period  exceeded  thirty-four  millions  of  dollan,  and  left 
in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  July,  near  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  demands  during  the  remainder 
of  the  preseat  year,  already  autheriaad  by  Congrsaa» 
and  the  expenses  incident  to  an  extension  of  the  oper* 
ations  of  the  war,  will  render  it  neceasary  that  large 
sums  should  be  provided  to  meet  them. 

From  this  view  of  the  national  affelrs,  Congresa 
will  be  urged  to  teke  up,  without  delay,  aa  weU  the 
subject  of  pecuniary  supplies  as  that  of  military  fbrce, 
and  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  extent  and  the 
character  ^hich  the  war  has  assumed.  It  is  not  to  be 
disguised  that  the  situation  of  our  country  calls  for  ite 
greatest  efibrts.  Our  enemy  is  powerful  in  men  and 
in  money,  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Availing 
himaelf  of  fortuitous  advantages,  he  is  aiming,  with  kia 
undivided  force,  a  deadly  blow  at  our  growing  p<w- 
perity,  perhapa  at  our  national  existence.  He  has 
avowed  hu  purpose  of  trampling  on  tbe  uaages  of  civile 
ixed  warfere,  and  given  eamesto  of  it  in  the  p^imder 
and  wanton  destruction  of  private  proper^  In  his 
pride  of  maritime  dominion,  and  in  his  thl/pn  of  com- 
mercial monopoly,  he  strikes  with  pecuj|«  animosity 
at  the  progress  of  our  navigation  andLpr  our  manufac- 
tures. His  barbarous  policy  has  no^ven  spared  those 
monumente  of  the  arte  and  modeir  of  taste  with  whidi 
our  countiy  had  enriched  and  embellished  its  nifent 


u 


HISVOBT  09  C<»»QBB80. 


If 


flbnuvB. 


FfveMtmg9» 


89FTl|fW94|,  lgl«. 


pcAteit  fwce  Mid  in  it*  wont  fiirttt»  maj  be  looked 
Ik*  The  Attieriotn  people  will  face  itWitk  tfaie  mi- 
4«imted  apirit  which  in  their  BeToliUioiieiy  atniggltt 
deteted  h!a  tmrighteoifta  projecU.  Hie  threete  end  ha 
berbaritiea»  instead  of  dijnM3r»  wiU  kindle  in  eirei|r 
hamm  » indignttion  no|  to  be  extinsuiehed  but  in  the 
dipaeter  an4  ei^pnJaiffn  ^  ench  cniel  invedeie.  In  pro- 
viding the  meene  neceeaeiy,  the  Netienal  Legialetain 
vill.not  distmat  tlie  heroic  and  enlightened  petriolSam 
of  ile  conatitnentib  They  will  cheexfnUj  and  prondl^j 
hear  eveiy  burden  of  oTeiy  kind  which  the  aaiety  and 
hpnor  of  the  netion  demand.  We  hnw  eeen  them 
everywhere  peytng  their  texee,  direet  and  indirect^ 
vnilh  the  luteal  pmmptneae  and  alacrity.  We  aee 
tibem  mahing  with  entvueiaani  to  the  acenea  where 
dancer  and  dntj  call.  In  offining  their  blood,  tfaej 
0iTn  the  enreet  pledge  thnt  no  other  ttihnte  wiU  b^ 
withheld. 

BLamg  Ibrboane  to  declare  war  nntU  to  other  ag- 
g«at«onahad  been  edded  the  etplnre  of  nearly  •  thon^ 
aand  American  Teaaela,  and  the  knpreamwDi  of  then- 
ntfida  of  AioerieaA  naeftrh^  4itfiHittf>  and  until  n  final 
dMigmtion  had  b#eQ  made  by  the  Gofenment  of 
Qfent  Britaint  that  her  hnatile  oidev  againat  onr  oom* 
SMfoa  wpnU  not  bo  fevoked,  bm  on  conditione  ae  im^ 
yw^ble  aa  nii\inat;  whilst  it  waa  known  that  theee 
Ofdera  would  not  otherwiae-  eeae%  bni  with  a  war 
vhiph  had  laeted  nead^  tweniy  yeare»  and  which*  ac- 
aoWDg  to  appeannoea  at  that  time,  ndghi  lastaa  many 
SMre;  having  mani&ated,  on  every  occaaion,  and  in 
•v«ty  proper  made,  a  aineera  deaire  to  arteat  the  effii* 
aion  of  Uood»  and  meet  our  enemy  on  the  ground  of 
jnaltQe  and  reconciliation,  our  belniped  country,  in  atill 
«|>pocing  to  hie  perMvering  hoatility  all  ita  eneigiea, ' 
wA  an  nndiminiahed  diapoaition  towarda  peace  ami 
friendship  on  honorable  terma,  maat  carty  wilii  it  the 
C«>d  wiahea  of  the  impartial  w6i!ld,and  the  beat  hopes 
df  anppert  ftom  an  omnipoteni  and  kind  Prondenee. 
iAMfiR  MADIdQN. 

W^s«ix«Toii,  StjH.  20, 1814w 

The  Message  ifas  read,  aQ(|  five  hundred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  prioted  for  the  use  of  the 
8e<»llte. 

WpniipaDAy,  September  %l» 

DuDLsy  Cbacs.  from  the  State  of  Vermont; 
Obadiah  German^  from  the  State  of  New  York ; 
KoB^^n  H*  QoLD8B0BO9«ia,  froin  the  State  of 
Mltryjand ;  and  David  Stqus,  from  the  Sti|te  of 
Nforth  Carolina,  severally  took  their  seats  in  the 
Senate. 

The  PagginniiT  eommuoicated  th<  memorial 
of  the  Legiskture  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray* 
Nig  tiiat  the  time  for  the  payment  by  purchmers 
if  public  lan^a  in  that  Territory  may  be  extended 
to  two  years  on  each  instalment,  and  that  all 
arrearages  of  interest  may  be  released  to  the  pur- 
chasers; also,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  reducing 
the  price  of,  and  subdividing  certain  quarter  sec* 
tions,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ; 
which  Was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and 
report  ihertQu  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 

M0BR0W,BLEa80B,TB0MP80N,CBACC,andTAIT, 

were  appointed  the  committee. 

.  .  The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 


lains was  read  the  second  time,  and  cnnsi^ernd  gg 
in  Committeg  of  the  Whole ;  gndf  no  nmMidment 
haring  been  proposed,  the  Pfesideat  reporind  it 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  on  the  qneation^ 
Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  thind 
time  f  it  was  determined  m  the  affirmative. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly  to 
emploT  one  assistant  and  two  horses  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  o^ 
the  Whole ;  and  no  amendment  haring  been  pro- 
posed, the  r resident  reported  it  to  the  House  nc- 
cordingly ;  and  the  resolqtion  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  timiQ.  And  by  unani- 
mous consent,  th^  resolution  Wfs  reail  the  tbircl 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WoBTBjKGTon  submitted  thf  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Bnohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Meaaaga  of  the  ftadr 
dcni  of  the  United  St^tea  as  reiatea  to  the  miUtia  of 
the  Unttnd  Statea,  be  reftRod  to  a  select  mwmirteat, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  as  otherwiae. 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruolved,  That  ao  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Vt^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  military  aflaih^ 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee;  with  leave  to  re^rt 
by  bill,  blMs,  or  otherwise. 

The  reaolution  for  the  nppointmeni  of  Chapr 
lains  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  the  ihicd 
time  and  passed,  as  follows : 

Re9olved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  d«* 
nominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  duriM 
the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  s^ail 
interchi^nge  weekly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BLED80B,a  committee  was 
appointed  to  revise  the  standing  rules  of  the  Sea- 
ate,  with  leave  to  report  such  amendments  and 
additions  thereto  as  they  may  deeni  expedient: 
and  Messrs.  Bt^spaoE,  Oile9,  v arnoM)  ^tB^i  f.ffd 
Brown,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

TaonanAY,  September  2SL 

JpnN  Co.NDiT,  from  the  State  of  Blew  Jersey, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bleosqb,  from  the  committee  appoiiited 
yesterday  to  revise  the  standing  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate, made  r^ort;  which  Wfs  read,  and  orcjecej^  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  by  Mr^  TaoMeaaif, 

Baolmdi  ummmom^yii  t\^t  the  meml^rf  ^ 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  skowiftg 
every  mark  of  respeot  due  to  iim  memory  of  the 
lionorahie  Niofloijug  GiLMAa,  deceased,  lata  a 
member  thereof,  will  go  into  laoarningfor  him 
one  month,  by  the  tuoal  mode  of  wearing  a  crape 
round  the  left  arm. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  the  militia,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  Worthirgton,  VABifCiL 
Lacock,  Cbacb,  and  AnobrboNj  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  so 
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nmch  o£  the  Mes39ge  of  the  President  of  the  Upi* 
ted  States  as  relates  to  miliary  affairs^  and  agieed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  Gil^s,  Browx,  Tnan^g, 
BisQi  and  GfiAMAM)  were  appoicued  the  cpm- 
mjuee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe, 

Resolved,  Taax  each  member  of  the  Senate  be 
foroished  with  a  copy  of  the  U^t  printed  register 
of  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States; 
and  also  with  a  copy  of  the  last  printed  reo^ister 
of  the  officers  of  the  Nayy. 

Mr.  QiLEB  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Bf^ofpieeft  That  a  conunit^v^  be  apfointed  to  inq^iice 
into  Ihe  state  of  ipr^paratioD's  for  jSe  defence  of  the 
CMx  of  Washington,  %ni}  whether  any  furth^^  pr^* 
visions  by  law  be  necessai^  for  th^^  object,  witj^le^^^ 
to  Tiport  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


EaioAY,  September  28/ 
Datio  Daggett,  from  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, tpok  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr*  BrEiJIT  presented  the  qiemorial  of  the  Presi- 
dfttt  ai^d  Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge 
OompaDy,  praying  coo^pensation  for  the  injury 
done  the  bridge  on  the  !^th  August  last,  by  a 
military  force  of  the  United  States^  f9r  reasons 
stated  at  hirge  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Brbnt^  Giles,  and  Tait,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bastem  Branch  Bridge 
Ck>Bipapy<,  praying  reimbursement  to  the  com* 
pany  for  the  loss  of  the  hridae,  which  was  de* 
stroyed,  on  the  2Aih  Aognst  last,  by  amikiiafy 
force  of  the  United  Sfales.  for  reasons  therein 
stated;  and  tiM  atemorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  thp  ^pnwitte^  l§f(t  ¥i9(iiiK>9^4k  m  eftmipf  >nd 

report  thereon  hy  hjU  pr.  o|h^rW9(»- 

Afr.  7^pJ4ff9?l>».  a^lvnUt^d  the  f<^i9WPS;  Uto- 

Eemktedf  That*  in.  fiuthemaoe  of  the  sasobitiQa 
agmd  tf  by  te  Smite  ^n  tha  Ifthof  April  UmW  there 
h4pii!i^i4mfiifnre.wiwinyeo|9^  of  th^  dtmrnievl^ 

ai40ii9A  tp  be piiptecl.by  th^  Senate  as ^bf^re i^priiil^ 
copies  of  the  JoumfjloC  thf  a^n^hVa* 

Oa  motion,  by  Miw  QiLta,  it  was  roiarred  to  a 
a^r^cmiJWiti^to  coasiderjiqd  repon  Ml^r^^n  ; 
uA  Hemrs.  FA9ii«ii.Ti]fi  WaitTiUNi»'?a«,  Mid 
Qf JUM,  wi?«e  appointed  the  eonmiiiee. 

The  fireaale  resumed  the  report  of  the  selefll 
coBBBiltee  appointed  to  revise  the  standing.rales 
of  ihe  Seqaies  and  on  mpiion,  by  Mi;  Bunsoa^ 
the  report  was  amended ;  and  on  motinn,  by  Mr. 
Ahdbrbon,  the  fqniher  conridenKkin  thereof  was 
postponed  .to  Monday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resuined  the  moiUon  made  yesterr 
day  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inr 
oaire  intp  the  state  of  the  preparations  for  the  de- 
ieoce  of  the  City  of  Washington  ;  and  o^  motion, 
by  Mr.  Wortbimgton,  the  motion  was  amended 
and  agreed  to,  aa  follows: 

lUSohedf  That  the  Committee  on  MiU^^y  Af- 


fkin  be  instrqcted  to  inquire  into  the.  state  of 
preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  City  of  Washr 
iogtoQ^  and  whether  any  further  provisions  by 
lew  be  necessary  for  that  object,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Qa  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  Pcesident  of  the  United  States  aa  re- 
lates to  naval  affairs,  was  referred  to  a  select  com^ 
mittee*  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
apd. Messrs.  Tait,  How«i.i.,  Daqobtt,  Frqmbi^ 
tin,  and  Morrow*  were  appointed  the  commiMea* 
Mr.  GiLES  submitted  the  foUowiog  motion : 
Hs^nhedf  That  the  Preaideni  of  the  United  States 
be  reqaested  to  cause  to  be  laid  betitre  the  8enat4) 
saoh  inlbnnation,  in  his  possesaion,  leapecthig  the  ez<* 
isting  f  ^ile  of  the  relaUomi  k^ween  the  United  Stalee 
aQ4 1^  Co||ti|Mii«94Bew^iaof  Enrppf^af^hen^f  4teni 
not  improper  to  be  cooinuiAtcated. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


MoNDATj  September  26. 

JoHH  Tati^or,  from  the  State  of  South  Garor 
lioa,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senatie. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Lan- 
caster, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pledging 
themselves  that  suitable  aftommodatioos  shall  be 
provided  for  the  President  and  bo^h  Houses  of 
Congress  and  for  the  other  public  offices,  in  case 
a  removal  to  that  borough  should-  he  deemed  ez- 
pedient;  and  the  resolutions  were.  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  thf 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the 
standing  rules  of  the  Senate ;  and  on  motion^  h^ 
Ml.  WoRTBiaasroiiytbe  conaideraiion  thereof  wm 
further  postponed  to  Wednesday  pext. 

The  Senate  proeeeded  to  consider  the  motion, 
suhmiited  the  23id  instant,  reaoeating  infiinnatkia 
respecting  the  state  of  the  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  theeontinental  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope; and  agreed  thereto. 

M^.  OpM^ifilSPfoi^ajaL  subfoittefl  thi?  fi|Hp.Yr/ng 
9ip|u)q  for  coii^iafenpitipn;  which  ^as  r^i|4. 

Mfsokfedt  Thfit  a  committee  of  Ihfee  membara  be 
appeU»<ed,  who,  m^  tkt^.  Biembeia  of  the  Qease  ejf 

Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  Hoqa^,  shftH 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  books  an^  nm>*,  ^  the  tfe  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Congre^ 

Or^edf  Th^  it  ^^  to  e  sepond  r^dtng^ 
Qo  motion,  hy  Mr.  GoLoaBOgoqciB,  li  wa,s  r^^ 
a,secopg  lime  bj  uni^oimoujt  consent,  and  co^q^ia^ 
e)re4  ^  ^^  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aod^  no  aoieni^ 
ment  Having  beep  proposed^  the  President  rer 
ported  i^  to  the  Hotve  accordtngly.  The  resolu- 
tjop  w/^s  then  ordered  to  be  engroj»se4  and  rea^ 
thie  third  time ;  and  it  was  rea4  the  third  .time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed.  Messrs.  GoLpai- 
boroogb,  Fromentin,  and  Tait,  were  appoiat^4 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  ^ 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  froq^ 
the  President  of  the  Washington  Library,  with  a 
resolution  of  the  directors,  otterioj^  the  use  of  th^ 
library  to  the  members  of  Congress  3  which  w^» 
read. 
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Foreign  RekUiont. 


October.  1814. 


Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  motion,  sabmitted  the  23d  iq- 
stRDt,  directing  an  additional  number  of  copies  to 
be  printed  of  the  public  documents,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  RepreseotatiFes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
of  the  2l8t  instant,  for  the -appointment  of  Chap- 
lains; and  have  appointed  the  ReFerend  Oba- 
DiAH  B.  Brown  Chaplain  on  their  part. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  "Act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  establish  the  Trea* 
sary  Department ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Hmue  of 

Bepreeentativee  of  toe  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  Congress,  for  their  information,  copies 
of  a  letter  from  A&iiral  Cochrane,  commanding  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  naval  force  on  the  American  sta- 
tion, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  his  answer,  and 
of  a  reply  irom  Admiral  Cochrane. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

SxPTXMBxm  36,  1814. 

The  Message  and  docwnents  were  read. 

TnESDAY,  September  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion,  submitted  the 
23d  instant,  directing  an  additional  number  of  the 
public  documents  tobe  printed,and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Chaplain  on  their  part ;  and,  on  the  balloU  having 
been  counted,  it  appeared  that  the  Reverend  Jbbbb 
Lbb  had  a  majority,  and  was  elected. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed. 


Wednesday,  September  28. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  revise 
the  stand inff  roles  of  the  Senate;  and  the  con- 
aideration  thereof  was  further  postponed  to  Tues- 
day next. 

Thorsdat,  September  29. 
The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Leiper,  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  Liberty  Browne, 
President  or  the  Select  Council,  enclosing  resolu- 
tions of  those  bodies,  ''That  in  case  Congress 
should  deem  a  removal  from  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington necessary,  under  existing  circumstances, 
they  will  provide  suitable  places  for  their  accom- 
modation,, as  well  as  that  of  the  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  and  the  offices  attached 
to  them." 

The  letter  and  resolutions  were  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  memorial  presented  at  the  last 
session. 


On  request,  Mr.  Brent,  was  excused  from  the 
committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington 
and  Eastern  Branch  Bridge  companies;  and  Mr.' 
Bledsoe  was  appointed  in4)lace  of  Mr.  Brent. 

Friday,  September  30. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
Richards  and  Mallory,  booksellers  of  Georgetown, 
offering  the  use  of  their  books  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  during  the  present  session  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Bledsoe  called  up  the  memorial  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, relative  to  the  division  line  between  that 
State  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  presented  oa 
the  15th  February  last ;  and,  on  his  motion,  they 
were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Anderson, 
Daggett,  Giles,  and  Brown,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  German  presented  the  petition  of  David 
M.  Clarkson  and  others,  citizens  of  New  York, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
for  reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was 
read. 

Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  — —  neit,  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Saturday,  October  1. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  submitted  yes- 
terday, respecting  the  election  of  a  Secretary  of 
the  Senate ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

Monday,  October  3; 

Willtam  Hill  Wells,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  districts  of  Chesterfield,  Kershaw,  and 
Lancaster,  of  the  State  of  South  Caroliba,  and 
of  the  county  of  Anson,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  certain 
post  routes  and  post  offices,  for  reasons  therein 
stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

Mr.  Laoock  sobmitted  the  following  motion : 

Resohed,  That  a  oonmittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
and  report  to  the  Senate  the  extent  of  the  injoiy  done 
the  Capitol  and  other  public  buildings  of  the  united 
States,  by  the  enemy ;  the  best  means  of  preserving 
from  further  damage,  by  the  weather,  the  remains  of 
those  edifices,  and  the  expediency  of  an  appropriation 
for  repairing  the  same. 

FORBIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the 
S6th  nltimo. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Ootobbb  3, 1814. 
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Victory  on  Lake  Guimplain. 


SsiiATm. 


DxPAnrMSirT  ot  SrATSt  Oti.  1, 1914* 

The  VBderrigned,  aetinf  as  Secretary  of  State,  to 
whom  WM  referred  the  resolation  of  the  Senate,  re- 
qxieatiDf  the  President  to  canie  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  each  information  in  bis  poeeeaiion,  respeetinf 
the  existing  state  of  the  relations  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Continental  Powers  of  Europe,  as  he 
may  deem  not  improper  to  be  communicated,  has  the 
honor  to  report: 

That  the  relations  of  the  United  Sutes  with  the 
Continental  Powen  of  Europe  continue  to  be  those  of 
peace  and  amity ;  nor  is  there,  so  far  as  is  known  to 
this  Department,  reason  to  believe  that  an  un&Torabie 
change  is  likely  to  take  place. 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  continue  our  diploma- 
tic relations  with  France  under  the  existing  Grovern- 
ment,  and  to  renew  those  with  Spain,  which  have 
been  for  a  time  interrupted  by  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  that  country.  Diplomatic  relations  are  also 
renewed  with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries. The  new  Government  has  sent  an  Envoy  Ex* 
traordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
States,  who  has  been  received. 

With  the  other  Powers  of  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
our  relations  have  undergone  no  change  since  the  last 
session  of  UoDgreos. 

All  which  is  Kspecilully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Pmsidxht  of  the  17.  8. 

TuBSOAT,  October  4. 

Jbbsmiah  Mason,  from  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  revise 
the  standing  rales  of  the  Senate  v  and,  on  the 
qaestioQ  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion, 
submitted  yesterday,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
eommitiee  to  inquire  into  the  extent  of  Injury 
done  the  Capkol,  and  other  public  edifices,  by 
the  enemy,  and  the  best  means  of  preserving  them 
from  further  damage,  by  the  weather;  and  agreed 
thereto,  and  Messrs.  Lacock,  Taylor,  Varndm, 
Amdbrbon.  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Wbdnbsdat,  October  5. 
The  Senate  spent  the  day  in  the  consideration 
of  Bzecatire  business. 


•   Tbvrbdat,  October  6. 

Cbristopbbr  Gobb,  from  the  Stat^  of  Massa- 
chusetts; William  Hunter,  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  FroFidence  Plantaiions;  and 
Rdpds  Kiho,  from  the  State  of  New  Turk,  sev- 
erally attended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  sebmitted  by  Ms..Bi.bd80b,  the  90th  Sep- 
tember; and,  the  blank  haTingf '6eeo,fiUed|  the 
motion  was  acreed  to,  as  follows: 

Ruolvedj  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Thursday 
next,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
Senate. 


VICTORY  ON  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 

Mr  Tatt,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af* 
fairs,  reported,  in  part,  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing: 
Resolutions  expressive  of  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of 

the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Thomas  Maedonongh, 

the  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry  senring 

as  marines,  on  board  the  United  States'  squadron  on 

Lake  Champlain. 

Raolvedf  by  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  RepreeentO' 
thee  of  the  Vnited  Statee  of  Ameriea  in  Congreee  os- 
9embledf  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  presented  to  Captain  Thomas  Macdonougfat 
and,  through  him,  to  the  officeri,  petty  otScen^  sea- 
men, marines*  and  iafsntry  ssrring  as  marines,  attach- 
ed to  the  eqQadioa  under  his  command,  for  the  dedatve 
and  splendid  victory  gained  on  Lake  Champlain,  on 
the  11th  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  over  a  British  squadron  of 
superior  force. 

JU90lvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be  struck,  em- 
blematical of  the  action  between  the  two  squadrons, 
and  to  present  them  to  Captain  Maedonough  and  Cap- 
tain Robert  Henly,  and  also  to  Lieutenant  Stephen 
Caasin,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  honorable  to 
them;  and  that  the  President  be  forther  requested  to 
present  a  silver  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  de* 
vices,  to  each  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Navy 
and  Army  aerving  on  board ;  and  a  sword  to  each  «f 
the  Midshipmen  and  Sailingmasters,  who  so  nobly  disr 
tinguished  themselves  in  that  memorable  conflict. 

Reeohed,  That  the  I^sident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  present  a  silver  medal,  with  like  em- 
blems and  devices,  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of 
Lieutenant  Peter  Ctamble,  and  of  Lieutenant  John 
Stansbury,  and  to  eommunicate  to  them  the  deep  re* 
gret  wbi&  Congress  feel  for  the  loss  of  those  gallant 
men,  whose  names  ought  to  live  in  the  recoUeetioa  and 
affection  of  a  grateful  country. 

Reiohfed,  That *  months'  pay  be  allowed,  ex- 
clusively of  the  common  allowance,  to  all  the  petty 
officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry  serving  as 
marines,  who  so  gloriously  supported  the  honor  of  the 
American  flag  on  that  memorable  day. 

Mr.  Tait  also  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nary,  together  with  copies  of 
documents  in  relation  to  the  victory  obtained  by 
the  United  States'aquadrott,  nnder  the  command 
of  Captain  Thomas  Maedonough,  over  that  of 
the  enemy,  on  Lake  Champlain ;  which  was  read| 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Friday,  October  7. 

The  resolutions  expresstye  of  the  sense  of  Con- 

Sess  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Thomaa 
acdonough,  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
and  infantry  serving  as  marines,  on  board  tbe 
United  Slates*  squadron  on  Lake  Champlain, 
were  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole;  and  no  aoKndment 
having  been  proposed,  the  President  reported  them 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  resolutions 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time. 
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The  reAoluUo&s  were  then  read  the  third  time, 
hn  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  WuRTHiNGTON  submitted  the  following 
I90tion : 

Raolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
ij^e  memorial  of  the  Legisla^tire  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
torjT,  be  instri^cted  to  inquire  into  the  e^^diencj  of 
extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  nulitary  land 
warrants ;  and  thajt  they  have  leave  to  report  b;  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Qo  motion,  by  Mr,  QoES, 

Jiesqlped^  mqnipumiy.^  That  tba  S^naie^  from 
a  ^ii^cere  de&ire  of  testifying  ibeir  respect  ior  the 
long  and  faithful  services  of  their  late  Secretary, 
SiiimBL  A.  Otis,  Esq.,  who  performed  the  duties 
of  that  office  with  punctuality  and  exactness,  from 
tba  commencement  of  this  Government  until  the 
close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  will  go  into 
mourning  for  one  month,  in  the  usual  method  of 
wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

MR.  JEfFERaON'8  LIBRARX. 

I^r.  QoLDSBORODOB,  from  the  joint  cQUkmiU^. 
09  the  t4ibrary  of  Congress,  reported  a  joint  resp- 
laupq  empowering  the  committee  tp  coniract  for 
\h»  f>jirchase  of  the  library  of  Mr.  Jcfierson,  late 
Breaidenuof  the  United  Sfatea,  for  the  use  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Q<olo8Boboi70B,  the  resolu- 
tion was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WhQie;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Eirq,  the  further 
consideraMon  thereof  was  postponed. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

**  That  thn  hf ve  receWedi  through  Mr.  Saronel  H» 
&nith»  an  paar  from  Mr.  Jefierson,  late  President  of 
tj^f  tTnlM  State%  of  the  whole  of  his  librai?  for  Conr 
gxea^  on  sQch  terms  «i  they  consider  highly  adya.qr 
tagieoos  to  the  nation,  ai^d  worthy  the  distingoishied 
gantleBiaQ  who  texwlers  iL  Bat  the  me.anf  placed  at 
y^  dii^sal  of  the  oonunitt^e  being  very  Umited,  and 
iptally  inade^uatje  tp  the  purcbsse  of  such  a  library,  ss 
4lf  t  now  olfered,  the  committee  most  hiay^  recourse 
to  Congress  either  to  extend  their  powers*  or.  a^opt 
^cM(her  w  they  may  think  most  propec^ 

''  Should  it  he  toe  sense  of  Congrei^  to  confide  thif 
ina^r  to,  the  committee,  they  respectAiliy  suWit  the 
ibllowing  resolution : 

''  "'^IRcitolved,  by  the  Senftte  q^  Hou9t.  qf  Repreaffti^ ' 
^foef  of  the  Untied  States  of  A  fMriea,  in  CcngreM  os- 
oembud,  That  the  joint  library  eofflmittee  of  the  two 
louses  of  Congress  be,  and  they  are  herehy,  authorised 
and  empowered  to  contract,  on  their  part,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  library  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  late  President  of 
the  United  SUtee,  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 

!f?^-  

MoADAV,  October  10. 

0a9|BQB  Wali^^,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Biit^cutive  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of 
George  M.  Bibb,  resigned,  produced  bis  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  be  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
aipjbmitted  the  7ih  instant,  directing  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana 


Territory  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af* 
fairs,  reported,  in  part,  a  resolution  expressiye  of 
the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to  the  victory  of 
the  Peacock  over  the  Epervier;  and  the  resolu^ 
tion  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  with  copiies 
of  the  oScial  account  and  other  papers,  relative 
to  the  capture  of  the  enemy's  sloop  of  war  Eper* 
vier,  by  the  United  States'  sloop  of  war  Pea- 
cock, cpinmanded  by  Captaid  Warrington;  and 
the  letter  and  documents  thereio  referred  to  wer^ 
read ;  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the. 
Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Hpuse  of  Represefitaiiyjes 
informed  ^be  &^M(i  tbf(t  the  I|puse  have  p^^eft 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  further  tp  extend  the  rigtu 
of  suffrag/e,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Miwiaalppi 
Territory,'^  in  which  tkey  request  the  ooaoorrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  eonoarrence  waa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  "^s  received  fi^na  the 
President  OF  THE  Uniteo  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  Hmue  oj 

Kepreeentativee  of  the  United  States  : 

I  lay  before  Congress  communicaljions  just  received 
from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  8tates>  charged 
with  negotiating  peace  with  Great  Britain,  showing 
the  conditions  on  which  alone  that  Government  is  wil^ 
ling  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

The  mstroctiona  to  those  Plenipoteiitiaries»  disdosr 
ing  the  grounds  on  which  they  were  authoriied  to  lie* 
gotiate  andeondnda  a  treaty  of  peaef,  will  be  the  sub- 
ject of  another  cpnunamcatigii. 

W^SHiirq?^^  Oi49ker.  10,  181^. 

The  Message  a^d  documents  were  read,  and 
one  thouisand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  priac«d 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORODQB,  chairman  of  the  jp^i^l 
Library  Committee  of  Congress,  communicated  a 
letter  from  Samuel  H.  Smith,  Esq,,  enclosing  one 
from  Mr.  Jefferson,  tendering  tlie' disposition  of 
his  library  to  Congress;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Jefferson's  letter  is  as  follows  : 

MoHTicxLLO,  Sq^tember  21, 1814. 

DxAK  8zm :  I  l«im  fiym,  the  newvepers  that  the 
Vandalism  of  our  enemy  has  triun^pned  at  Washing- 
ton, over  science  as  well  as  the.  artS;  by  the  destruction 
of  Uie  public  library»  with  the  noble  edifice  iit  which  $ 
was  deposited.  Of  this  transaction,  as  of  that  of  Cvh 
penhagen,  the  world  will  entertain  but  one  sentiment. 
They  will  see  a  nation  suddenly  withdraw  from  a  great 
war,  fall  armed  and  foil  handed,  taking  advantage  of 
another  whom  they  had  recentiy  forced  into  it,  mi* 
armed  and  onpsepared,  to  indulge  themselves  in  acts 
of  barbarism  which  does  not  belong  to  a  dvilixed  age. 
When  Van  Tiomp  destroyed  their  shipping  at  Chatham, 
and  De  Buyter  rode  triumphantly  up  the  ThaSMs^ 
he  might,  in  like  manner,  by  the  acknowledgment  ef 
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ti»eir  own  hiftoriau,  have  forced  all  their  ehipe  ap  to 
London  bridge,  and  there  hare  burnt  them,  the  Tower, 
and  dtjT,  had  these  examples  been  then  set.  London, 
when  thDs  menaced,  wss  near  a  thousand  years  old ; 
Wsshington  bat  in  iu  teens. 

I  presume  it  will  be  among  the  early  objects  of  Con* 
gress  to  recommence  their  collection.  This  will  be 
difficult  while  the  war  continues,  and  intercourse  with 
Europe  is  attended  with  so  much  risk.  You  know  my 
collection,  its  condition  and  extent  I  haTe  been  fifty 
yean  making  it,  and  have  spared  no  pains,  opportunity 
or  expense,  to  make  it  what  it  now  is.  While  residing 
in  Paris  I  devoted  eveiy  afternoon  I  was  disengaged, 
Inra  Summer  or  two,  in  examining  all  the  principal 
bookstores,  turning  over  every  book  with  my  own 
hands,  and  nutting  by  everything  which  related  to 
Araeiica,  and,  indeed,  whatever  was  rare  and  valuable 
in  every  science ;  besides  ibis,  I  had  standing  orders, 
during  the  whole  time  I  was  in  Europe,  in  its  princi- 

Sd  book  marU,  particularly  Amsterdam,  Frankfort, 
adrid,  and  London,  for  such  works  relating  to  Amer- 
ica as  could  not  be  found  in  Paris.    So  that  in  that 
department,  particularly,  such  a  collection  was  made  as 
nrobably  can  never  again  be  effected ;  because  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  the  same  opportunities,  the  same 
time,  industry,  perseverance,  and  expense,  with  some 
knowledge  of  the  bibUography  of  the  subject,  would 
again  happen  to  be  in  concurrence.    During  the  same 
period,  and  after  my  return  to  America,  I  was  led  to 
procure  also  whatever  related  to  the  duties  of  those  in 
the  highest  conoems  of  the  nation ;  so  that  the  collec- 
tion, which  I  snppose  is  of  between  nine  and  ten  thou- 
sand volumes,  while  it  includes  what  is  chiefly  valnshle 
in  science  and  literatare  generally,  extends  more  pftr- 
ticnfaffly  to  whatever  belongs  to  the  American  states- 
man ;  in  the  diplomatic  and  parliamentary  branches, 
it  is  particulaily  full.    It  is  long  since  I  have  been 
sensible  it  ought  not  to  continue  private  property,  and 
had  provided  that,  at  my  death.  Congress  should  have 
the  reiuBal  of  it,  at  their  own  price ;  but  the  kiss  ^ey 
have  now  incurred  makes  the  present  the  proper  mo- 
ment for  their  accommodation,  without  regard  to  the 
small  remnant  of  time  and  the  barren  use  of  my  enjoy- 
ing it.    I  B8k  of  your  friendship,  therefore,  to  mtke  for 
me  the  tender  of  it  to  die  Libraiy  Committee  of  Con- 
gress, not  knowing  myself  of  whom  the  committee  con- 
uafs.    I  enclose  you  a  catdogue,  which  will  enable 
them  to  judge  of  its  contents.    Nearly  the  whole  are 
well  bound---abnnd8nce  of  them  elegantly,  and  of  the 
choicest  editions.    They  may  be  valued  by  the  persons 
named  by  themaelves,  and  the  payment  made  conve- 
nient to  the  public ;  it  may  be,  for  instance,  in  such 
annual  instalments  as  the  law  of  Congress  has  left  at 
their  disposal,  or  in  stock  of  any  of  thoir  late  loaae  or 
any  loan  they  may  institute  at  this  session,  so  as  to 
spare  the  present  calls  of  our  country,  and  await  its 
days  of  peace  and  prosperity.    They  may  enter,  never- 
theless, into  immediate  use  of  it,  as  eighteen  or  twenty 
wagons  would  place  it  in  Washington  in  %  single  trip 
of  a  fortnight.    I  should  be  willing,  indeed,  to  retain 
a  few  of  Sie  books  to  amuse  the  time  I  have  yet  to 
pass,  which  might  be  valued  with  the  rest,  but  not  in- 
cluded in  the  sum  of  valuation  until  they  should  be 
restored  at  my  death,  which  I  would  cheerfully  provide 
for,  so  that  the  whole  libraiy,  as  it  stands  in  ihe  cata- 
logue at  this  moment,  should  be  theirs,  without  any 
gwbling.    Those  I  should  like  to  retain  would  be 
chiefly  elassieal  and  mathematical,  some  few  in  other 
branches,  and  particularly  one  of  the  five  Encyclope- 
dias in  the  catalogue ;  but  this,  if  not  acceptable,  would 


not  be  urged,  I  must  add,  that  I  have  not  retiaed  the 
library  since  I  came  home  to  live,  so  that  it  is  probaUe 
some  of  the  books  may  be  missing,  except  in  the  chap- 
ters of  law  and  divinity,  which  luive  been  revised,  aM 
stand  exactly  as  in  the  catalogue,  which  will  of  oourM 
be  needed,  whether  the  tender  be  accepted  or  not.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  contains  any  branch  of  science 
which  Congress  would  wish  to  exdude  from  their  col- 
lection. There  is  in  ^t  no  subject  to  which  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  may  not  have  occasion  to  refer.  But 
such  a  wish  would  not  correspond  with  my  views  of 
preventing  its  dismemberment.  My  design  is  either 
to  place  it  in  their  hands  entire,  or  preserve  it  so  here. 
I  am  engaged  in  making  an  alphabetical  index  of  the 
authors*  names,  to  be  annexed  to  the  catalogue,  in  or- 
der to  facilitate  the  finding  their  works  in  the  catalogue^ 
which  I  will  forward  to  you  as  soon  as  completed. 
Any  agreement  you  shall  be  so  good  as  to  take  the 
trouble  of  entering  into  with  the  committee,  I  hereby 
confirm. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  my  great  esteem  and  respect 
THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  ^  resoiation  empoweriog  the  joint 
library  committee  to  contraet  lor  the  purchase  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  library ;"  and,  no  amendment  hav* 
fo^  been  proposed,  the  President  reported  it  td 
the  House  according:ly ;  and  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  resoiation  be  enj;rossed  and  read  athira 
time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  it  was  read  a 
third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

TuBSDAT,  Oetobi^r  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  <^An  act  further  to  iSiiend  the 
right  of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the  number  of 
members  of  (he  Legislatire  Cooncil  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory."  was  read  the  second  tiiae ; 
and  referred  to  a  select  comniittee,  to  considlMr 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  MorroW;  Bled- 
soe, and  Chace,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  resolotion  *'  ezpressiFe  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress relative  to  the  victory  of  the  Peacock  over 
the  Bpervier,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  Presinent 
reported  it  to  the  Hoase  accordingly;  and  tbe 
resolotion  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Airreeably  to  the  resoiation  of  the  6th  instant, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Secre- 
tary, and  the  whole  number  of  ballots  collected 
was  thirty-one,  of  which  Charles  Cutts,  had  six- 
teen, and  was  accordingly  elected  in  tbe  place  of 
Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  deceased. 

Wednesday,  October  12. 

The  oaths  prescribed  were,  by  the  President, 
administered  to  Charlbs  Cutts,  Bsq.,  Secretary 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  resoiation  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Cengress 
relative  to  the  victory  of  the  Peacock  over  the 
Bpervier,  correctly  engrossed;  and  it  vras  read  a 
third  lime.  . 

Beiolved,  unanimously,  That  the  savd  tcsoln- 
tion  do  pass. 
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'  Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
w«9  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''Ad  act  farther  to 
extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the 
nomher  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Coanoil  in 
the  Nfississippi  Territory,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 


Thursday,  October  13. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  farther  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to 
increase  thenumberof  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 


Friday,  October  14. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUQH  presented  the  memorial  of 
Washington  Bowie,  and  others,  owners  of  the 
ihip  Allegany,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the 
value  of  said  vessel,  which  was  seized  and  con- 
demned at  Gibraltar  by  the  enemy,  whilst  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  Unitea  States,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs.  Goldsborodqh,  Gore,  and  Chacb, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houu  of 

Repre»entaUve»  of  the  United  States : 

I  now  tranemit  to  Congress  copies  of  the  instrnc- 
tiona  to  the  Plentpotentiaiies  of  the  United  States, 
charged  with  negotiating  a  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
aa  referred  to  in  my  Message  of  the  10th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washiitgtok   Ocid}er  13, 1814. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to,  not  confidentially  communicated,  were  read, 
aed  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

J7eao/re(£,^That  the  Message  and  documents, 
together  with  several  communications  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session, 
relating  to  our  foreign  affairs,  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bibb,  Taylor.  Kino, 
Brown,  and  Cbace,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  galleries 
were  cleared  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber closed. 


Saturday,  October  15. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of 
the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  which  the 
reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has 
been  sustained  by  Major  General  Brown,  Major 
General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Miller, 


Porter,  Graines,  and  Macomb,"  in  which  they  re«- 
quest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolutions  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  was  required  to  purchase,  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  four  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  two  copies  of  Gray  don's  Digest  of 
said  laws. 


MoNDAYj  October  17. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with 
which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  has  been  sosttltned  by  Major  General 
Brown,  Major  General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Rip- 
ley, Miller,  Porter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb,"  were 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  further  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to 
increase  the  number  of  members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  f  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Bland  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  lately  employed  at  the  navy  yard, 
praying  indemnification  for  the  loss  of  a  quantity 
of  tools,  which,  with  the  public  buildings,  were 
consumed  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
as  is  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Navy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Jeremiah 
Searcy,  formerly  a  citizen  of  South  Carolina,  now 
a  citizen  of  Madison  county,  in  the  Slate  of  Ken- 
tucky, an  ofd  Revolutionary  soldier,  praying  re- 
lief, lor  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Naval  Committee,  reported, 
in  part,  a  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  of 
Congress  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British 
sloop  Reindeer  by  the  American  sloop  Wasp;" 
and  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Tait  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  Navy,  with  copies 
of  the  documents  relative  to  the  capture  and  de- 
struction of  the  enemy's  sloop  of  war  Reindeer, 
by  the  American  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  commanded 
by  Captain  Johnston  Blakely;  and  the  letter  and 
documents  therein  referred  to  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  October  18. 
Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  further 
extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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The  President  coinmaoicated  a  letter  from 
Peter  Laodais,  together  with  a  representation  of 
his  claim  against  the  United  States;  which  were 
read^and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  |  and 
Messrs.  Fromentin,  Walker,  and  Brown,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  sease  of  Con- 
gress relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop 
Reindeer  by  the  American  sloop  Wasp,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  bavins  been 
proposed,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Wednbedat,  October  19. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  locating 
Virgioia  military  land  warrants,  and  for  return- 
jog  the  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Of- 
iiee,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Frombntin,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  Rein- 
deer  by  the  Ameriean  sloop  Wasp,  correctly  eo* 
grossed;  which  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
unanimously. 

Mr,  Giles  froi^  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant* 
ry  and  good  conduct  with  which  the  reputation 
of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been  sustained 
by  Major  General  Brown,  Major  General  Scott, 
and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Miller,  Porler,  Gaiaes^  and 
Macomb,  reported  them  with  amendments ;  which 
were  read  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  agreed  to*,  and  ou  motion,  by  Mr. 
B.0BINB0N.  the  resolutions  were  further  amended, 
and  (he  President  reported  them  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  these  resolutions  be  read 
m  third  time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  unan- 
mousiy  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Frombntin,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  title  thereof  be  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  resolution  which  originated  in  the  Senate  em- 
powering the  joint  Library  Committee  of  Congress 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  li- 
brary, with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and 
to  increase  the  number  of  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and 
the  President  having  reported  it  to  the  House 
without  aaiendment,  on  the  question.  Shall  this 
bill  be  read  a  third  t(me  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  16^  nays  12,  as  follows : 

TiAS^-Meem.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Condit, 


Gaillard,  German,  Goldsboroogh,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Bob* 
erts,  Robinson,  Turner,  Vamum,  Walker,  Wharton, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Daggett,  Fromentln,  Gilea, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thom|k 
son,  and  Wells. 

Tbdrsdat,  October  20. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  reso- 
lution empowering  the  joint  Library  Committee 
of  Congress  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  library. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  tbe  first 
Monday  in  April  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  7,  nays  21,  as  follows : 

TxAs — Messrs.  Daggett,  German,  Gore,  Horsey, 
King,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsbor- 
ough,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Vamnm,  Walker,  Wharton,  and  Worth* 
ington. 

Whereupon,  Besolv^d,  That  they  concurtherein. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  further  to  extend  the 
right  of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the  number  of 
members  of  tbe  Legislative  Council  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


The  Senate  resumed,  ais  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  ex- 
tending the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly  ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Friday,  October  21. 

The  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  for  returning 
the  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office, 
was  read  a  third  time^  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Frombntin,  the  bill  was  amended  by  unanimous 
consent ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the 
blanks  were  filled,  first,  with  '''  three,"  second,  with 
"five." 

Resolvedy  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  German  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to 
the  classification  of  the  militia,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  following  plan, 
viz:  That  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  Sutes  be 
divided  into  classes  of  ten  men ;  that  it  be  obligatory 
on  each  dass  to  furnish,  on  the  requisition  of  the  lVe»- 
ident  of  the  United  Sutes,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
April,  annually,  one  able-bodied  man,  who  shfUl  serve 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  in  a  corps  of  loca\  militia,  to 
be  organized  in  each  SUte  for  the  defence  thereof. 
Mr.  Frombntin  submitted  the  following  motion  •• 

Reiohed,  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the 
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0len«te^  a  list  of  all  the  biHs  which  have  been  laid  be- 
iSire  the  Benate  at  any  former  tession,  and  which  have 
been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  or  bT  the  HoQse  of  Rep- 
reeentativee ;  and  that  a  aimilar  hat  be  thus  printed  at 
tke  beginning  of  erery  teesion  of  Congress. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNDiLY,  October  24. 

John  Lambebt,  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  with  which  the  reputation  of 
the  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been  sustained 
by  Major  General  Brown.  Major  General  Scott, 
and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Miller,  Porter,  Graines,  and 
Macomb. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  resolutions  last  mentioned. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilbs^ 

Retolved,  That  they  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, and  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses ;  and, 

Orderedy  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Smith,  and  Var- 
VDM,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  conference  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  21st 
instant,  by  Mr.  German,  respecting  the  classifi- 
cation of  the  militia ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motionJby  Mr.  Goldsborouoh, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  (pro- 
vided he  shall  not  consider  the  same  improper  to 
be  communicated,)  the  proof  of  any  traffic  carried 
on  in  the  West  Indies,  by  the  sale  of  negroes  taken 
from  the  United  Slates  by  the  British  lorces  since 
the  present  war,  which  was  alluded  to  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  at  Gottenburg,of  date  28th  day 
of  January,  1814,  and  contained  in  his  late  Mes- 
sage to  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  21st 
instant,  to  print  a  list  of  rejected  bills ;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Frombntin,  it  was  amended; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed. 


TuBBDAT,  October  25. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  21st 
instant,  respecting  the  ^classification  of  the  militia, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
patied  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  21st 
instant,  to  print  a  list  of  rejected  bills ;  and  on 
notion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  it  was  referred  to  a  select 
eommittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  and 
Messrs.  Frombntin,  Lacook,  and  Vabnum,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Wedmbbdat,  October  26. 
Mr.  Tait,  from  tJm  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 


reported,  in  part,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  pur- 
chased the  vessels  therein  described  ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
to  the  resolutions  "  expressive  of  the  sense  of 
Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with 
which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  has^  been  sustained  by  Major  General 
Brown,  Major  General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Rip- 
ley, Miller,  Porter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb."  They 
agree  to  the  conference  proposed  on  the  subject, 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
2l8t  instant,  by  Mr.  German,  respecting  the  class- 
ification of  the  militia }  and  agreed  thereto. 

MEMORIAL  OF  STEPHEN  GIRARD. 
Mr.  RoBBRTS  presented  the  memorial  of  Ste- 
phen Girard,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stating 
that  he  has  established  a  bank  upon  bis  own  for- 
tune and  credit,  and  for  his  own  exclusive  emol* 
ument,  and  that,  by  the  construction  given  to  the 
act  of  Congress  laying  duties  on  Dotes  of  banks, 
bankers,  dbc.,  he  is  excluded  from  the  privileges 
enjoyed  by  other  banking  companies,  and  praying 
relief,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit* 
tee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs  Robbbts,  Smith,  and  Dag- 
OBTT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  the  memorial  of  Stephen  CKrard,  of 
the  dty  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Stote  of  Pennsvl- 
vania,  merchant  and  banker,  nepeotfuUy  ahoweth : 
That  your  memormlist  has  established  a  bank  in  the 
citv  of  Philadelphia,  upon  the  foundation  of  his  own 
individual  fortune  and  credit,  and  for  his  own  exclu- 
sive emolument,  and  that  he  is  willing  most  ebeeitelly 
to  contribute,  in  conmion    with  his  fellow-cithens 
throughout  the  United  States,  a  full  proportion  of  the 
taxes  which  have  been  imposed  fi»r  the  snpport  of  the 
National  Government  according  to  the  profits  of  his 
occupation  and  the  value  of  hi>  estate ;  but  a  construc- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  acts  of  Congress  laying  du- 
ties on  notes  of  banks,  dec,  from  whidi  great  difficul- 
ties have  occurred  and  great  inequalities  daily  pro- 
duced to  the  disadvantage  of  his  bank,  that  were  not, 
it  is  confidently  believed,  within  the  contemplation  of 
the  Legblature. 

That  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congrees  of  the 
2d  August,  1819,  having  imposed  a  stamp  duty  on 
notes  issued  by  any  banker  or  bankers,  as  well  as  by  any 
banks  or  companies,  either  incorporated  or  not  incor- 
porated, it  IB  provided  by  the  second  section  of  the  act, 
**  that  in  respect  to  any  stamp  on  any  of  the  notes  of 
the  banks  or  companies  aforesaid,  now  established,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  established  within  the  United 
States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tre»- 
sury  to  agree  to  an  annual  composition,  in  lieu  of  such 
stamp  duty,  with  any  of  the  said  banks  or  companies, 
of  li  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the  annual  divi- 
dend made  by  such  banks  to  their  stockholders  respec- 
tively ;that  vour  memorialist  in  due  season,  ofiered  to 
enter  into  the  said  composition,  at  the  rate  of  H  per 
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eentam  on  the  amount  of  the  mniial  piofit  of  tiiis 
bank,  deoming  the  annnal  piofit  of  an  mdividoal  bank- 
er oqniTilent,  in  language  and  in  law,  to  the  annual 
dividend  of  a  bank  established  by  a  corporation  or  oom- 
paoj.  That  it  has  been  officially  declared,  howoTor, 
that  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  does  not 
anthorixe  a  composition  with  an  individual  banker,  be- 
cause it  speaks  only  of  banki  and  companies,  (not  of 
banker  and  bankers,)  and  because  it  speaks  only  of 
dividends  (not  of  profits)  made  to  the  stockhoiden ;  and 
that  hence  an  individual  banker,  aeting  upon  a  capital 
of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  issuing  bank  notes  to  the 
amount  of  one  million  of  dollars,  is  subjected  to  the 
prompt  payment  of  a  doty  amounting  to  #10,000, 
while  an  incorporated  bank,  or  even  a  private  company 
of  two  or  Uiree  bankers,  acting  upon  the  same  amount 
of  capital  and  issuing  the  same  amount  of  bank  notes, 
will  only  be  liable,  periodically,  to  the  payment  of  a 
duty  amounting  to  $1,500,  upon  the  customary  annual 
dividend  often  per  cettt« 

That  the  first  seetion  of  the  act  of  Cimgress  of  the 
Sd  August,  18 IS,  imposes  a  stamp  duty  upon  any  prom- 
issory note,  or  notes,  payable  either  to  bearer  or  order, 
issued  by  any  banks  or  companies,  or  by  any  banker 
or  bankers  ;  that  the  eighth  section,  of  the  act  provided 
that  no  banks  or  companies,  which  shall  not  have 
compounded  for  the  stamp  duty,  shall  issue  any  bank 
bill  or  promissory  note,  unless  upon  paper  duly  stamped 
and  whereon  the  respective  duties  shall  have  been  paid ; 
and  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  declares,  that  all  the 
paper  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  the  stamp  duty,  except- 
ing paper  fbr  bank  notes,  shall  be  furnished,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  Btates,  by  the  Secrstaiy  of  the 
Treasaiy.  That,  after  the  rejection  of  this  offer  to  en- 
ter into  a  eompoeition  for  the  stamp  duty,  your  memo- 
rialist has  complied  with  the  direcaons  of  the  law,  and 
has  tranamitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue 
sheets  of  l^uik  notes  in  order  to  be  stamped. 

That,  independent  of  the  great  haaard  and  delay  to 
which  your  memorialist  is  expoeed  by  these  operations, 
it  is  ohviods,  finom  the  texture  and  quality  of  bank  pa- 
per, that  the  stamp,  as  at  present  impressed  on  bank 
notes,  must  disappear  in  the  course  of  an  extensive  cir- 
culatioo,  producing  some  uncertainty  in  the  revenue, 
and  probably  great  injustice  to  individuals. 

And  your  memoralist,  having  submitted  these  con- 
siderationa  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  respectfully 
prays,  that  the  act  of  Congress  mty  be  so  amended,  as 
to  permit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  enter  into 
a  composition  fbr  the  stamp  duty,  in  the  case  of  private 
bankers  an  well  as  in  the  case  of  corporations  and  com-: 
paniee,  or  ao  as  to  render  the  duty  equal  in  its  opera- 
tions upon  eveiT  denomination  of  bankers. 

8T£PH£N  GERARD. 

PBi&u»xi.niiA,  Otkber  24,  1814. 


TauftsDAY,  Oetober  27. 

The  bill  aathoriziog  the  President  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Sutes  to  cause  to  be  boiit  or  parehiaed  the 
Teasels  therein  described,  was  read  the  second 
time ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and,  after 
progress,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  QiLBa,  from  the  managers  on  the  nart  of 

the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  amenaments 

of  the  Seuate  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 

icsentatives,  to  the  resolutions  '*  expressive  of  the 
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nense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct with  which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of 
the  United  States  has  been  sustained  by  Major 
Gkneral  Brown.  Major  General  Scott,  and  Brig- 
adiers Ripley,  Miller,  Porter,  Gaines,  and  Ma- 
comb," reported  that  the  conferees  had  agreed  to 
certain  modifications  of  the  amendmeots;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Reeolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  therein,  and 
that  the  resoloiions  be  amended  accordingly. 

Friday.  October  28. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  authorizing: 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased  the  Teasels  therein  described. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  to  insert,  sec* 
1,  line  4,  after  the  word  **  parebased,"  *'  manned, 
equipped,  and  officered,"  and  to  strike  out  the 
residue  of  the  section,  after  the  word  ^  each,"  in 
the  seventh  line,  as  follows :  ^  and  to  be  manned, 
equipped,  and  officered,  in  the  manner  which  he 
shall  judge  most  expedient :" 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  Presi* 
dent  determined  the  question  in  the  affirmative; 
and  the  bill  havins  been  amended,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Go  the  que.stion  to  a^ree  to  the  said  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
20,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Anderson^  Brov^n^  Chace,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldshorongh, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Mason,  Robinson, 
Smith,  Tait,  Thomnson,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Condit,  Lacock,  Rob- 
erts, Turner,  and  Wharton. 

Oo  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrgMtd 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  de(eria|«ed  in  the 
affirmative.    The  bill  as  amended  Is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  4'C.,  That,  in  addition  to  the  present 
Naval  EsUblishment,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased,  manned,  equipped,  and  officered, 

any  number  of  vessels,  not  ezceeoing ,  whichf  in 

his  opinion,  the  public  sendee  may  require,  to  carry 

not  less  than nor  more  than  -^  guns  eadi,  and 

to  be  manned,  equipped,  and  officered,  in  the  manner 
which  he  shall  judge  most  expedient 

Sb€.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
building  and  purchase  and  equipping  of  these  vessels, 

the  sum  of dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ap* 

propriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasvy 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Monday,  October  31. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  petition  of  David 
M.  Clarkson,  and  others,  citizens  of  New  York, 
prayinglheestablishm'entofaNaiionalBank,  pre- 
sented the  30ih  ultimo,  was  referred  to  the  seJect 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  tocoasider 
and  report  tbereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Kino,  Smith,  Taylor,  Bibb,  and  Mason, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
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a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  aotborize  a  loan  for  a 
aum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  doUara,"  in 
whicii  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

'  The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  Che  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the 
Teasels  herein  described  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time ;  and  the  blanks  were  filled;  first  with 
'<  twenty,"  second,  with  ^  eight,"  third,  with  "four- 
teen," fourth,  with  ^  six  hundred  thousand." 

Be$olved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  '^An  act  aothorizinff  the  President  of 
the  United  Statea^to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased 
th«  ▼easels  therein  described." 


TnaanAT,  November  1. 

The  bill,  entitled  <'An  act  to  authorize  a  loan 
for  a  aum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars." 
waa  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Mesara.  Gore,  Bibb,  and  Smith,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

A  mesaace  from  the  Honae  of  Repreaentativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  humil- 
iation, fasting,  and  prayer,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tba  reaoltttioA  last  mentioned  was  read,  and 
pacsed  to  tb«  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion : 

MtMohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Accoonts  be  an- 
thozteed  to  audit  and  control  the  aoooontsibr  the  iune- 
rtl  expenses  of  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esquire,  Ute  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  and  far  a  monument  erected  to  his 
memory ;  ani  that  the  expenses  be  paid  oat  of  the 
contingent  fond  of  the  Senate.  And  the  reaointion 
waaread. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

WsuNJEaDAY,  November  ^ 

SjJivai'  W.  Dana,  from  the  Suta  of  Cowiec- 
tknt,  took  his  aaai  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBiRTB  preaented  the  maanedal  of  CNi- 
rer  Evana,  praying  a  general  eztenaion  of  the 
rmteat  tann,  or  a  renewal  of  hia  patent  for  his 
impreveneBta  in ateam  engines;  for  reaaona  eta- 
tea  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
fire  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Robsrts,  Smith, 
Dana,  ANnsRsoif,  and  Vabmikii,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  to  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for 
the  funeral  expenses  of  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esquire, 
late  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation, fa8ting,and  prayer,  was  read  the  second 
time. 


A  message  froaa  the  Houae  of  RepreatDtatme 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  paaaed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  petty 
officera  and  seamen  aoder  the  command  of  Cap* 
Uin  Joshua  Barney,"  in  which  bill  they  reqneat 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

TBUR«nAT,  Norember  8. 

Mr.  Robbrtb,  from  the  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Stephen  Girard,  re- 
ported a  bill  supplementarv  to  an  act  laying  du- 
ties on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  com- 
panies ;  on  notes,  bondaL  and  ohligatioaa, discounted 
by  banks,  bankera,  and  certain  coiopanies ;  and  oa 
bills  of  exchange  of  certain  deseriptiona ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readiog. 
Mr.  BLaoMB  submitted  the  following  mntni : 
Ikmhid,  Itat  the  Commitlee  on  MJUtwy  AOkiam 
beinatnKted  te  inqoira  inta  tha  eapedhnty  of  eataib* 
Uahiagf  ^^^m  u  addMonal  immhaaef  military acad- 


The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
petty  officers  and  seamen  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Joshua  Barney,"  was  read  the  secoad 
time^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  NaTaX 
Afiairs,  to  consixler  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  autlMir* 
iziog  the  Committee  of  Accounts  to  audit  and 
control  the  accounts  for  the  funetal  expenaea  of 
Samuel  A,  Otia,  fiaqairet  lale  Seeretary  of  the 
Senate ;  and,  no  aaaendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, the  Preaideni  reported  k  te  the  House  ac- 
cordingly;  and  the  resolufton  was  oedered  to  be 
engrosaed,  and  read  a  third  time» 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  Statea  to 
recommend  a  day  of  public  humiliation^  fasting, 
and  praver;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  tune  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed* 

Mr.  Goaa,  from  the  committee,  te  whom  wtta 
referred  the  bill,  entitied  **Ab  not  to  aatJioRisBe  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exoeediiif  tluree  millioaa  of 
dollars,"  reported  it  withottt  afflandment;  and 
the  bill  was  cooaideied  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  QoaSt  to  strike  out,  of  sec- 
tion 5,  after  the  word  *'  thereof,"  in  the  20th  line, 
to  the  end  of  the  section,  and  insert,  between  sec- 
tions 5  and  6,  the  following: 

*<8ac.  6.  And  be  ttfiirtktr  madid,  That,  in  addi- 
tion  to  the  annual  aum  of  eight  milliona  of  doUars, 
heretofore  appropnated  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  a  further 
annual  aum,  to  be  provided  by  permanent  fhnda,  and 
whkh  ahall  be  equal  to  the  intereat  payable  upon  the 
atock  created  by  virtue  of  thia  act»  together  witti  a  anm 
that  ahaU  be  equal  to  one  per  centum  upon  the  whole 
principal  of  aaid  atock,  ahall,  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  be  appropriated  to  the  said  Sinking  Fund, 
and  veated  in  the  commissioners  thereof,  in  trust,  to  be 
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by  ibem  applied  to  pay  fhe  interest  and  to  reimburse 
tbe  princtpiil  of  tbe  said  stock  created  by  tbis  act ;'' 

And,  ftAer  debate,  tbe  fortber  coasideration 
tbereof  was  postponed  atittl  to-fliorrow. 


Fbidat,  NoTember  4. 

Mr.  GoLiMBoaoooH,  from  tbe  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  tbe  memorial  of  Bowie  and 
Kortz,  and  others,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read. 

He  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie 
and  Kartz,  and  others,  and  the  biil  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af* 
fairSf  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  petty  officers  and  seamen 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Josbaa  Barney," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  motion  arade  yester- 
day, iDsiroeUng  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
finrs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  d*  establbbing 
by  law  an  additional  number  of  military  acade- 
mies, and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  lajring  duties 
on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
nies; on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted 
by  banks,  bankers,  and  certam  companies;  and 
on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  resolution  authorizing  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  to  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for 
the  funeral  expenses  of  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esquire, 
late  Secreury  of  the  Senate,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

/tooieed,  imonimoaaly,  That  tbis  retolution 
pas8,asfoUowa: 

^Tbat  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for  the 
faoeral  ezpenses  of  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esquire, 
hece  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate,  nbd  for  a  monu- 
mettt  erected  to  his  memory;  atid  that  the  ex* 
pense*  be  paid  out  of  tbe  contingent  fund  of  tbe 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideiation  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  millions  of  dollars,^  together  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Gobb;  and 
haTing  agreed  to  the  amendments,  tbe  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  tbe  amendments  be  en* 
grossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  tine  as  anwnd* 
ed?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatiFC. 


Satubdat,  Noyember  5. 
Mr.  AvDBRSON  presented  tbe  petitioo  of  Ed- 
ward Barry,  sailiogma^fter,  and  George  Hodge, 
boatswain,  in  tbe  nary  yard  of  the  United  States, 
at  Washington,  pntjing  indemntficatioft  for  the 
loss  of  houeehold  furniture,  books,  and  instru- 
ments of  navigation,  destroyed  by  the  ire,  as  is 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Amdbb- 


soN,  Dana,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 
Mr.  Dana  submitted  tbe  following  motions: 
Betohedf  That  tbe  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
80  much  of  tbe  President's  Message  as  relates  to  naval 
affairs,  be  instructed  to  inquire  in^at  prorision  Aould 
be  made  for  the  appointment  of  offieen  aiboTe  the 
grade  of  captain,  in  tiie  Navy  of  tbe  United  States. 

Eeiohedf  That  the  same  committee  be  instmeted  to 
inquire  what  provision  should  be  made  lor  eonfarring 
naval  rank,  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  meritorioai 
service. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Militarf 
Affairs,  reported^  in  part,  a  bill  making  further 
provision  for  fillrog  the  ranks  of  the  Armv  of  the 
United  States ;  and  tbe  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  tbe  second  readiag. 

[The  1st  section  of  this  bill  provides  that  recruiting 
officers  shall  be  authorised  to  enlist  into  the  Aimy  of 
the  United  States  any  free,  efiective,  able-bodied  man 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  yean. 

The  2d  section  rejMals  so  mach  of  former  aeto  as 
requires  tbe  consent  in  writing  of  tbe  parent,  master 
or  guanfian,  to  authorise  the  enfistment  of  persons  un» 
der  31  ye«rs  of  age,  provided  masters  of  apprentices 
who  enlist  shafl  receiTe  a  certain  portion  of  the  bounty 
money,  Ibc. 

.The  8d  section  aflows  to  ftiture  reoruito  three  bun* 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  in  lien  of  tbe  had 
boun^  now  altowed  by  law. 

The  4th  section  provides  *'  that  any  nerson  sal^lsQl 
■"to  iaw»  Sm 


to  militia  duty,  who  shaUt  according  to  law*  mmiilt  a 
recruit  ibr  the  Army»  at  his  own  ezpeiisei»  to  asrva 
dozing  the  war,  shall  thereaiter  be  exempt  from  militia 
duty  during  the  war,"  d(c] 

Mr.  Giles  also  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  au* 
thonze  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States  to  call 
upon  tbe  sereral  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of thousand  mili- 
tia, for  the  defence  of  tbe  frontiers  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read,aod  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Tbe  bill  for  therelief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  loan 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollara,'' 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed, 
with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  the  pettjr  officers  and  seamen 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Joshua  Barney;" 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  tbe  President 
reported  it  to  the  flouse  accordingly ;  and. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  amendment| 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  oat 
of  lines  6  and  7,  <<and  losses;'^  it  was  determim 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  tbe  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplement* 
ary  to  an  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies;  on  notes,  bonds, 
and  obligations,  discounted  by  V^^^t  bankers,  and 
certain  companies ;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of 
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certain  descriptions ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further 
consideratioo  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

Monday^  No?eoaber  7. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Qiles, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
cause  10  be  procured  and  delivered  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  a  copy  of  ihe  military  laws  and 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
Staiea. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  filling 
the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  postponed  to,  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and 
Territories  thereof,  for  their  respective  quotas  of 
— -  thousand  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the^fron- 
ticfrs  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  made  the  5th  instant,  by  Mr.  Dana,  for 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  rel- 
ative to  the  appointment  of  naval  officers  above 
the  grade  of  captain,  and  for  conferrinf^  oaval 
rank  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  meritorious 
service;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  FaoHENTiN  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

Re$ohedj  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiiun  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  may  have 
prevented,  till  now,  a  compliance  with  the  following 
resolationsy  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  18th  March, 
1814: 

**  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  devise  and  digest  a  system  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Senate  at 
the  commencement  of  their  next  session.'' 

*'  Reiohed,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  SecreUry  of 
the  Navy  to  digest,  or  cause  to  be  digested,  all  the 
laws  now  in  force  relative  to  the  naval  establishment 
and  marine  corps,  and  to  report,  the  same  to  the  Sen- 
ate at  the  commencement  of  their  next  session." 

Mr.  Mason  submitted  the  following  motion: 
JReaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
ibie  the«8enate  a  statement  of  the  number  of  privates 
and  non-commissioned  officers  enlisted  within  each 
State  or  Territory  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
•inoe  the  commencement  of  the  present  war ;  specily* 
ing  the  year  of  Uieir  enlistments,  and  the  term  of  time 
lor  which  they  were  enlisted;  and,  also,  the  number 
of  commissioned  officers  of  each  rank  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  specifying  the  number,  with  their 
ies|»ective  ranks,  belonging  to  each  State  or  Territory. 
Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Qeorge  P. 
Stevenson  and  others,  merchants  and  shipowners 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  that  the  owners 
of  private  armed  vessels  may  receive  an  adequate 
compensation  for  every  ton  of  shipping  belonging 
to  the  enemy,  which  they  shall  burn,  sink,  or  de» 
8troy,on  the  high  seas;  for  reasons  slated  at  large 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 


the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


TuEBiuY,  November  8. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Frohentin,  in 
relation  to  the  non-compliance  with  the  reiolu- 
tions  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  18tb  of  March, 
1814;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Mod* 
day  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, by  Mr.  Mason,  requesting  a  statement  of 
enlistments  within  each  State  or  Territory  for 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  since  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  prc»?ent  war;  and,  on  motion, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative.^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  appointed 
a  committeeon  their  part,  jointly  with  the  commit- 
tee to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  OQ  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
request  him  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  humil- 
iation, fasting,  and  prayer,  in  pursuance  of  the 
joint  resolution  passed  for  that  purpose. 
UNIFORM  MILITIA. 
Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON,  from  the  Committee  oq 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  reported,  in  part, 
a  bill  further  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '^Aq 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence  by  establishmg  a  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States  ;**  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 
A  bill  further  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  aa  act 
more  effectually  to  povide  for  the  national  defence 
by  establishing  a  uniform  militia  throughout  Ihe  Uni- 
ted Stotes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  HouMe  of  Rmt- 
eentatvoee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Cot^ 
gren  auembled^  That»  in  addition  to  the  dtisena  di- 
rected to  be  enrolled  by  the  first  section  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled **  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia  throughout 
the  United  States,"  each  and  every  free  able-lK>died 
white  male  dtizen  of  the  United  States  and  Territories 
thereof,  who  is  or  shall  be  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  eighteen  years,  shall  severally  and  respectively  be 
immediately  enrolled  in  the  militia,  by  the  Captain  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  company  within  whose 
bounds  such  citizen  shall  reside,  and,  when  enrolled 
and  notified  according  to  law,  shall  be  holden  to  arm 
and  equip  himself  and  to  do  and  perform  all  the  duties, 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  penalties  in  cases  of  neglect, 
as  now  are,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  provided  for  by  law 
for  the  government  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
except  that  such  citizen  shall  not  be  subject  to  be 
dranghted  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States 
while  he  remains  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

Sxc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  each  and 
every  free  able-bodied  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
8tates*and  Territories  thereof,  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  who,  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  any  oth^r  State  or 
Territory  thereof,  have  been  exempted  from  common 
trainings  for  the  purpose  of  discipline^  or  from  militia 
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dvty  genefBlly,  with  every  free  Bble*bodied  white  male 
dtiien  of  the  age  of  foitj-^ve  years,  and  under  the  age 
4»f  fifty  yean,  except  ministere  of  the  gospel,  shall  be 
immediately  enrolled  in  the  militia,  by  the  Captain  or 
commaoding  officer  of  the  company  within  miiose 
hoands  such  citixen  shall  reside,  and,  when  so  enrolled 
and  notified  according  to  law,  each  citizen  shall  be 
holden  to  arm  and  equip  himself  and  to  do  and  per- 
form an  the  duties,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  penalties, 
in  case  of  neglect,  as  now  are,  or  ahaU  hereafter  be, 
proTided  for  by  law  for  the  gorernment  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  except  Suit  such  citizen  shall  not 
be  subject  to  attend  the  trainings  of  militia  for  dis- 
cipline. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ma.8on,  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill  amended,  as  follows : 

«  Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  lieu  of 
the  bounty  of  one  hundred  end  sixty  acres  of  land,  now 
allowed  by  law,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each  non- 
commiMioned  officer  and  soldier  hereafter  enlisted, 
when  discharged  from  service,  who  shall  have  obtained 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  his  company,  battalion, 
or  regiment,  a  certificate  that  he  had  faithfully  per- 
fenned  hia  duty  whilst  in  senrice,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  surreyed,  laid  o£(  and 
granted,  under  the  same  legulatbns,  and  in  eveir  re- 
apect  in  the  manner,  now  prescribed  by  law ;  and  the 
widow  and  childrea,  and,  if  there  be  no  widow  nor 
ciiild,  the  parents,  of  erery  non-commissioned  officer 
and  soldier  enlisted  according  to  law,  who  may  be 
lolled  or  die  in  the  senrice  of  the  United  Butes,  diall 
be  entitled  to  recnve  the  three  hundred  and  twenty 
aerea  of  land  as  aforesaid ;  but  the  same  shall  not  pass 
to  ooUateraJ  relations ;  any  Jaw  heretofore  passed  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.** 

It  was  determined  in  the  neg«ciFe-*yeas  6, 
says  22,  as  follows: 

TxAs-— Messrs.  Daggett,  Goldsborongh,  Horsey, 
Mason,  Smith,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson*  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
German,  Giles,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Whea- 
ton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qekvuhh,  to  strike  our.  sec* 
tion  one,  line  seven,  after  the  word  ^  years,"  the 
residue  of  the  section,  as  follows :  "  which  enlist- 
ment shall  be  absolute  and  binding  upon  all  per- 
sons under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  well 
as  upon  all  persons  of  full  age.  saeh  recruiting 
officer  baring  complied  with  all  the  requisitions 
of  the  laws  regulating  the  recruiting  service:" 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays 
19,  as  follows : 

Ybas— -Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Goldsbo- 
rongh, Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thomp- 
son. 

Njlts— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chaee,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Var- 
nam,  Wharton,  and  Worthington. 


Wbdnesoat,  November  9. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  House  of  Represeatativea. 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  rdcI 
request  him  to  recommend  a  day  of  humiliaiiony 
fasting,  and  prayer,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  reso-  * 
lutioo  passed  for  tnat  purpose. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Robinson  be  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBEBTs,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Oliver  Evans,  re- 
ported a  hilt  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's 
patent  for  his  improvement  on  steam  engines; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the7ib  instant,  by  Mr.  Ma^son,  which 
was  amended  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

^  Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement,  as 
far  as  practicable,  of  the  number  of  privates  and 
non-commissioned  officers  enlisted  within  each 
State  or  Territory  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  since  the  commencement  of  the  preseni 
war;  specifying  the  year  of  their  enlistmenU, 
and  the  term  oftime  for  which  they  were  enlist- 
ed ;  and  also  the  number  of  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  each  rank,  in  the  Armjr  of  the  United 
States,  specifying^  the  number,  with  their  respect- 
ive ranks,  belonging  to  each  State  or  Territory.'^ 

The  bill  further  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
'*  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defenee  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  fiilingr  tbe  ranks  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  strike  out,  sectioa 
two,  line  one^  after  the  word  ^  that,"  so  much  of 
the  fiAh  section  of  the  act  passed  the  25th  day  of 
January,  1813,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more  perfect  or* 
ganization  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  at 
requires  the  consent  m  writing  of  the  parent, 
guardian,  or  master,  to  authorize  the  enlistment 
of  persons  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  quettioa 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

After  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Horbby,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  ^ 
to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentattTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hav^  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
^An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  ves- 
sels therein  described,"  with  an  ameadment,  ia 
which  they  request  the  concurreoct  of  the  Sea- 
ate.  They  have  also  pa&<ted  •  bill,  entitled  **Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  CaauHe,  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans;^  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
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earrenee  of  the  Senate.  Tbef  also  inform  the 
Senate  of  the  accidental  loss  of  the  ameodments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  f*  and  request  a  substitution  of 
the  same. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
requesting  the  substitution  of  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  author- 
ize a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions 
of  dollars." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  Committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  3 
and  Messrs.  Kino,  Bibb,  and  Bleosoe,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ipent  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  hill, 
entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased 
the  Tessels  therein  described  ;**  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Smith,  resolved  not  to  concur  therein. 

Tbvrbdat,  November  10. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infbrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
their  amendment  disagreed  to  bf  the  Senate,  to 
the  billj  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes  to  cause  to  be  built  or 
purchased  the  vessels  therein  described  j'^  they 
ask  a  conference  on  the  disa^eeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  have  appointed  manajgers  on 
their  part.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  during  the 
continuance  ot  the  present  war,  to  maae  an  addi- 
tional allowance  to  the  owners  and  masters  of 
vessels  for  bringing  back  to  the  United  States 
destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen  3''  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  9th  instant,  reported  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy,  duly  engrossed,  of  the 
amendments  made  bjr  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeng  a  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,"  be  car- 
ried by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  the  House 
.  of  Representatives,  pursuant  to  the  request  con- 
tained in  their  mesmre  of  the  9th  instant. 

On  the  question,  Will  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  duly 
engrossed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tait, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  disa- 
greement to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  author 


izing  the  President  of  the  United  States  !•  < 
to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessds  thereia  dA^ 
scribed,"  and  agree  to  the  conference  propoaed 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith,  FB0«»ii9iir, 
and  Tait,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's 
patent  for  his  improvement  on  steam  engines  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Johii 
Castille,  01  the  city  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto,  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Dana  ;  and, 
after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing three  millions  of  dollars." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the  Senate  reoad^ 
from  their  amendments  to  the  bill  last  meotioAedr 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  6,  naya 
26,  as  follows: 

Y»AB  Mesarw.  Bibb,  Bvent,  Dana*  Movrow,  Robarti^ 
and  Turner. 

Nats — Measia.  AmAtnoo,  BMaoe,  Bromi,  Ohaoe» 
Cottdit,  Daggett,  Fiomentin*  GailUrd,  German,  Giles^ 
Ooldsborou^,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hnnter,  ffing,  Lacock^ 
Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompaon^ 
Yamnm,  Walker,  Wharton,  and  Wordiington. 

On  motioO|by  Mr.  Gore, 

Resolved,  That  they  insist  on  their  amend^ 
meats,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Gore,  Giles,  and  Kim o^ 
be  the  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Giles,  froni  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  reported,  in  part,  sundry  documents  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War, showing  the  number  of  men  who  have  been 
recruited  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  present  year;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Fripay,  November  11. 

The  bill*  entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  war,  to  make  an  additional  allowance  to 
the  owners  and  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing 
back  to  the  United  States  destitute  and  distressed 
American  seamen,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  "making 
further  provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the  amend«^ 
pent  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Dajia,  the  nintb 
instant. 
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On  the  question,  Will  the  Benate  tigrte  to  the 
amendmeDt  propcved?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negatire— yeas  11,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

Ts^f— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dans,  German,  Goldsbo- 
rtnghf  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Ltmbert,  Mason, 
and  Iliompson. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Browii,  Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  ^Taillard,  Giles, 
Laesckr  Menow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait, 
"WlianDn,  Taylor,  Vamnm,  Walker,  and  Worthingw 
ten. 

And  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended.  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  7 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTes  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
Pfesident  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
baflt  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  described," 
reported,  that  the  conferees  had  agreed  to  a  modi- 
fication of  the  amendment ;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

On  the  question,  Will  the  Senate  concur  In  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative  Whereupon, 

Mte$olffedy  That  the  Senate  concur  in  tne  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  so  as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
manai^ers  at  the  conference. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  for 
a  sum  not  ezceeding  three  millions  of  dollars." 
They  agree  to  the  conference  proposed  on  the 
subject,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
to  authorize  the  Uomroissfoner  of  the  Revenue 
to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing 
licenses ;"  in  which  bifl  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  meotiooed  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


SATDROiLT,  November  12. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  fiHing 
the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk  in  his 
office  to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  j"  also,  a  bill  en- 
titled *'Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Chalmers, 
junior"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
reoee  of  the  Senate. 

Tiie  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  seoond  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  resiuned,  m  in  Commiitee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for 
their  respective  quotas  of  — -  thousand  men,  fbr 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anoebsow,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion 8,  line  7,  after  the  word  "  of,"  "two  years;'' 
after  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Daqgbtt,  the  fur^ 
ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  nezt. 

The  Presiobnt  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navv,  trans*^ 
mittiog  a  digest  of  the  laws  of  the  Uniteu  States, 
in  relation  to  the  Naval  Establishment  and  ma- 
rine  corps,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  18th  March,  1814 ;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Gore,  froita  the  managers  on  the  pait  cff' 
th^  Senate  at  the  conference  on  the  amendments- 
of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  nrtl- 
lions  of  dollars,''  reported  **  that  the  Senate  da 
recede  from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill, 
except  so  much  thereof  as  strikes  out  the  last 
clause  of  the  fifth  section,  and  do  agree,  as  a  sub- 
stitute therefor,  to  the  two  fbllowing  sections,  viz. 

"  Bxc.  6.  Jnd  be  ii  fitrther  enadedf  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  annual  sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars, 
heretofore  appropriated  to  the  ^king  Fund,  adeqnate 
and  permanent  funds  shall,  during  the  present  session 
of  Gongren,  be  provided  and  appropriated  for  the  pay^ 
ment  of  the  interest  and  the  reimbursement  of  the 
prinofipsi  of  said  stock  CkeaCsd  by  ftis  aat 

«  8ao.  7.  And  he  Upirffker  maekd.  That  an  ad- 
eqaafte  and  peiasaaent  BinkiBg  Pmid,  giads^ly  te  r»- 
dues  and  evsntnally  to  eitingitish  the  pnbKe  debt, 
coutaraeted  and  to  be  eentraeted  daring  the  pietfeiit 
war,  sfeall  alaobe  eatablMhed  daring  the  present  iSS- 
•ion  of  Congrsss. 

'<And  that  the  6th  sectioo  of  the  said  bfll  A^  be 
denominated  the  8th  section." 

On  the  question.  Will  the  Senate  concw  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon.  Resolved^  That  the  Senate  so  far 
recede  from  tneir  amendments  to  the  bill  last 
flMutioned,  as  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  com* 
mittee  of  conference. 


Monday,  November  14. 
Mr.  WonTHiNOTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  W.  Ladd,  Joseph  Ladd,  and  Tlkomas 
Norvell,  stating  that,  beiuff  proprietors  of  certain 
warrants  for  land  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line 
on  Continental  Establishment,  they  have  ceased 
them  to  be  located  on  the  tract  reserved  by  that 
State  for  satisfying  similar  claims ;  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  line  of  the  reserve  aforeaaid  be- 
ing unsettled,  the  location  has  been  made  on 
lands  previously  granted  by  the  United  States, 
but  it  is  believed  within  the  limits  of  the  reser- 
vation. They  therefore  pray  an  indemnifteatioa 
for  suirendering  the  lands  tbus  located,  to  the  oc* 
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cQpants  claiming  by  purchase  frooi  the  United 
States;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  conamittee  to  whose  consideratioo,  on  the 
21st  September,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Indiana  Territory  was  referred,  to  consider 
'and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the  Reve- 
one  to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in 
signing  licenses." 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Chalmers,  junior,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon.  Messrs.  Smith,  Worthinoton, 
and  Dana  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize  the  publi- 
cation of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  — -  thousand  militia,  for  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  State.«,  together  with  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  AnderboNj  to  strike 
out  *'two  yearsj"  the  term  of  service. 

On  the  question,  Will  the  Senate  a^ree  to  the 
proposed  amendment?  it  was  determined  in  tbe 
native — yeas  15,  nays  16,  as  fpllows : 

YxAs — Mesant.  Anderfon,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard, 
German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Bobinson,  Thompson,  Varaam,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Giles,  Laoock,  Morrow,  Smith, 
Tate,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Walker,  and  Worthinglon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gbrhan^  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion 3,  after  the  word  *^  tbat,"  in  the  first  line,  to 
the  word  ^^act,"  inclusive,  in  the  sixth  line — on 
motioD;  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  November  15. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Chalmers,  jun.,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  within  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proDosed,  it  was  ordered  to  tbe  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the  Reve- 
nue to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in 
signing  licenses ;  and  no  amendment  having. been 
proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

On  request,  Mr.  FaoMBifTiN  had  leave  to  with- 


draw the  motions  submitted  by  him  tbe  7ib  in- 
stant, in  relation  to  the  non-conipltaoce  with  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  18lh 
March,  1814. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof,  for 
their  respective  quotas  of  *— ^  thousand  militia, 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  amendment  proposed 
thereto  by  Mr.  Gbrmak;  and,  after  debate,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  November  16. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  authorize  the  pub- 
lication of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,''  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *!An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Chalmers,  junior,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Castille,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans," 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Fromentin,  Daggett, 
and  Anderson,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk 
in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing  UcenseS|"  was 
read  a  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon; 
and  Messrs.  King,  Giles,  and  Bledsoe,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  furnishing  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  documents  published  under 
their  order ;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  containing  a  system  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Department  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  18th  March, 
1814.  The  reading  thereof  was  dispensed  with ; 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  tbe  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

Natt  Dspabtxxvt,  Nov,  15, 1814. 

8ia :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
passed  on  the  18th  of  March  last,  directing  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  tbe  Navy  to  devise  and  digest  a  system  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  report  the 
following  system,  with  such  prefatory  observations  as 
appear  to  me  pertinent  to  the  occasion. 

It  has  been  affirmed  and  cannot  be  denied,  that  im- 
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Derfecdons  exut  in  the  citII  admijitsiration  of  the 
Naval  EBtabiishmeiit ;  hence  it  haa  been  inferred  that 
a  radical  change  of  ajatem  can  alone  remedy  the  evila. 
Leg'islatire  wiadom  will  readily  diacrlminate  between 
the  constituent  principles  upon  wbieh  the  present 
estabilahment  is  predicated,  and  haa  thus  fiur  prospered, 
Bnd  the  defects  which  reanlt  from  the  absence  of  an 
iotelligent,  practical,  auxiliary  agency,  qualified  to  di- 
gest, arrange,  and  enforce  a  proper  system  of  detailed 
regulations,  calculated  to  insure  the  judicious  and 
faithful  application  of  public  moneys;  a  atrict  ac- 
coontability  in  the  eipenditurea  of  auppUea :  and  a 
rigid  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  all  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  connected  with  the  establishment. 

Profusion,  waste,  and  abuse,  are  the  inherent  off- 
spring of  all  extenaive  public  institutions ;  and,  if  we 
occasionally  perceive  these  evils,  in  some  degree,  in 
the  Naval  Eatablishment  of  the  United  States,  we  are 
not  tbence  to  infer  their  absence  from  similar  estab- 
lishments in  other  countries,  where  naval  science  and 
experience  may  be  presumed  to  have  provided  greater 
saregaards,  and  more  numerous,  skilful,  and  vigilant 
agencies. 

But  regulations,  however  correct  and  adequate  to 
the  end,  become  nugatory,  or  worse,  unless  the  au- 
thority and  the  meana  are  co-extensive,  and  competent 
to  enforce  the  execution,  or  punish  the  violation  there- 
of. Thia  may  account  for  the  non-existence  of  many 
wholesome  regulations  in  the  civil  administration  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States;  and  for  the  imperfect 
execution  of  those  which  exist.  Breaches  of  the  lat- 
ter too  frequently  escape  with  impunity,  from  the  im- 
possibility of  the  head  of  the  Department  taking  cog- 
nisance of  all  the  multifarious  conoems  of  the  estab- 
lishment. It  is  problematical,  however,  whether  the 
excess  may  not  be  more  injurious  than  the  deficiency 
of  ragulation ;  in  the  former  caae,  responsibility  may 
be  lost  in  the  maze  and  mass  of  detail  and  multiplied 
agency,  while  ia  the  latter,  general  instruction,  and 
aoand  discretion,  not  unfrequently  insure  greater  suc- 
cess and  responsibility. 

That  the  duties  enjoined,  or  which  may  necessarily 
devolve  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  particularly 
daring  a  period  of  active  and  diversified  hostili^,  are 
beyond  the  powers  of  any  individual  to  discharge  to 
the  beet  advantage,  cannot  be  doubted ;  althougb^  by 
great  labor  and  assiduity,  with  adequate  professional 
qualifications,  be  may,  possibly,  execute  the  general 
and  most  essential  branches  of  duty  with  tolerable 


In  the  progress  of  reform,  while  we  pay  due  respect 
to  that  system,  Uie  establishment  of  which  haa  attained 
the  greatest  celebrity,  more,  it  is  believed,  firom  its 
magnitude  and  power,  than  from  the  excellence  of  ita 
ciril  administration,  we  ought  not  to  lose  sight  of  its 
palpable  and  acknowledged  defects,  nor  of  those  fea- 
tures in  our  own  system,  to  which,  in  no  trivial  degree, 
the  exalted  reputation  of  our  infont  Navy  may  be 
attributed. 

That  our  Navy  is  not  excelled  in  anything  which 
oonstitutea  efiicieney,  perfect  equipment,  and  general 
good  qualities,  it  is  believed,  will  be  admitted.  That 
our  seamen  are  better  paid,  fod,  and  accommodated,  is 
no  leas  true.  That  all  the  imported,  and  many  of  the 
domestic  articles  of  equipment,  and  of  consumption  in 
the  service,  are  exceedingly  enhanced ;  that  the  wages 
of  mechanical  labor  is  more  than  double  that  which  ia 
paid  by  Great  Britain ;  that  our  expenditure  is  greatly 
increased  by  the  interruption  to  navigable  transporta- 
tion, and  tha  giaat  extent  of  the  local  service,  is  eqnaUy 


obvious.  Yet,  tinder  all  these  circumstances,  it  ii  de- 
monstrable, that  upon  a  comparison  of  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  tonnage  and  number  of  guns  and  men,  or  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  men  alone,  our  naval  ex- 
penditure is  considerably  less  than  that  for  the  Navy 
of  Great  Britain,  in  which  *'  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  men  are  employed,  at  an  expense  of 
more  than  twenty  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  an- 
nuaUy." 

The  local  aervice  is,  fit>m  its  scattered,  irregular, 
and  irresponsible  nature,  much  more  expensive  and 
wasteful  than  that  of  the  regular  Navy ;  the  mere  p^- 
fect  organization  of  which,  and  responsibility  of  com- 
mand, insure  a  more  faithful  superintendence  and 
accountability.  Hence  the  current  expenditure  of  the 
service  would  be  an  extravagant  criterion  by  which  to 
eatimate  that  of  a  regular  establishment  under  a  judi- 
cious system*  The  force  employed  in  local  service  is 
extended  throughout  a  line  of  stations  from  Louisiana 
to  Maine,  and  from  Ghamplain  to  Huron,  consequently 
it  is  so  weak  as  readily  to  be  penetrated,  at  almost  any 
point  on  our  maritime  frontier,  by  the  concentration  c^ 
a  small  hostile  force;  and  it  is  expensive  in  proportion 
to  its  diffusion.  Independently  of  the  deleterious  na- 
ture of  this  service  upon  the  health  and  habits  of  those 
employed  in  it,  we  are,  from  the  present  necessity  of 
thia  system,  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  body  of  offi- 
cers and  seamen,  sufficient  to  man  thirteen  ahips  of* 
the-line,  such  aa  the  Independence,  Waahington,  and 
Franklin  seventy-fours. 

When  we  contemplate  the  efieet  which  such  a  fbroa 
would  have  when  acting  in  conjunction  upon  our  own 
coast  and  waters,  or  in  squadron,  pursuing  the  oom* 
mercial  fleets  of  the  enemy  on  the  ocean,  or  ia  the 
harbors  of  his  colonics,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the 
conclusion,  that  our  waters  would  be  freed  from  inva- 
sion ;  our  coast  from  blockade ;  hii  militaiy  and  naval 
resources  intercepted  to  such  a  degree  aa  to  paralyia 
his  effwta  on  this  continent;  aupersede  the  necessity  of 
avast  Military  EstabUshment,  coextenaive  with  ow 
maritime,  Canadian,  and  Indian  frontiers;  and  oar 
citizens  from  those  harassing,  irrsgular,  and  inconve- 
nient caUs  of  militia,  which  the  predatory  enterprise 
of  the  enemy  so  frequently  produce.  In  short,  accord- 
ing to  my  conceptions,  this  cheap  and  efficient  national 
defence  should  be  adopted  as  soon  as  drcumstancea 
will  admit,  and  cherished  by  a  well  digested,  ener- 
getic, and  liberal  system,  steadily  progrsssing  with  the 
population,  commerce,  and  resources  of  the  nation. 

The  nature,  construction,  and  *  equipment  of  the 
ships  which  constitute  a  navy,  form  the  basis  of  its 
efficiency,  durid>ility,  and  economy,  and  the  moat  im- 
portant branch  in  the  civil  administration  of  its  afiUrs. 
With  a  view  to  the  reform  and  extension  of  the  Naval 
Establiahment  of  the  United  States,  these  objects 
ought  to  command  the  first  fdace  in  our  attention, 
combined  with  such  an  organization  of  the  civil  de* 
partment  as  shall  promise  the  best  results. 

The  defects  in  this  part  of  the  British  system  have 
been  the  theme  of  criticism  and  reprehenaion  for  many 
years  past  The  most  minute,  laborious,  and  able  in- 
vestigation, has,  from  time  to  time,  taken  place,  under 
the  direction  and  scrutiny  of  the  Parliament;  yat 
nothing  approximating  to  radical  amendment  baa  been 
adopted ;  and  the  advocates  of  reform,  either  from  the 
subtle  ramifications  of  the  evil,  or  the  agency  of  aome 
sinister  influence,  appear  to  despair  of  success. 

According  to  the  most  intelligent  writers,  supported 
by  weU  artablished  facts,  the  detorioration  of  the  Brit* 
ish  navy,  owing  to  the  injudidoos  aeieetaon  and  oom- 
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UiialioB  qC  iDOBiiprwHic  imieiiAb  ia  the  conitnMtioa) 
■ad  the  •bortive  method  of  praeeiTuig,  ia  Tery  «l«un* 
ing ;  and  the  diventty  in  the  feim,  dimeneione,  aid 
pn^Mitioiui,  not  only  of  the  several  ratee,  but  of  the 
aamerooe  djetinet  ohweee  of  the  eane  rate,  ae  well  in 
their  hnlle  as  in  their  maete,  eaili,  and  equipmenta, 
and  in  a  etill  greater  degree  in  their  qnalilaea  for  com- 
bined aetion,  demonetrates  the  prevalenoe  of  capnee 
and  prejudice,  instead  of  science  and  system.  ''When 
Lord  Melsoa  was  off  Cadis,  with  seventeen  or  eighteen 
aail-oPthe-Une,  he  had  no  less  than  seem  d&erent 
oUases  of  seY«nty4onr  gun  ships,  each  leqnixing  diAr- 
cnt  masts,  Mia,  Tuds,  dec,  so  &at  if  one  Mp  was 
disabled,  the  others  could  not  supply  her  with  appro* 
piiate  atseea." 

The  coneequeooea  resalting  firom  this  defective  or* 
giaization  and  want  of  system  are  strongly  illustrated 
in  the  fact,  relaied  by  a  recent  professional  writer  of 
lank  and  talents,  that  ^  out  of  five  hundred  and  thh^ty* 
eight  ships,  dlco.,  in  the  British  navy,  now  at  sea,  then 
•re  only  sixty-nine  which  are  in  reality  superior  in  the 
disefaaive  of  metal  or  foita  of  blows,  but  inferior  in 
sailing,  to  seme  of  tlie  American  fiigates;  and  that 
there  ase  but  eighteen  whieh,  anlese  in  smooth  water, 
are  equal  to  contend  with  ^  United  States,  leaviag 
lour  hundred  and  fifty-one,  out  of  fiive  hundred  and 
tfairty^ighit,  which  am  admitted  to  be  incompetent  to 
eagage»  siagMianded,  with  an  American  firigate." 

These  facts  are  enoouragiag,  and  serve  to  ahow, 
that  although  the  numerical  Ibme  of  the  enemy  in 
d^^  and  men  appears  to  be  ovwwheiming ;  yet,  if 
the  ftggregile  number  of  offieem,  seemen,  and  marines. 


which  the  United  States  may,  eren  now,  engage  for 
the  public  service,  was  oonoentratod  in  eighteen  or 
twenty  shipe-of-th»«line,  such  as  iMve  been  recently 
hni&t,  it  would  place  all  the  shipa  alluded  to  in  the 
fBOtatioa  jnet  noited,  except  the  eighteen,  ilors  de 
mmitU  9  nor  could  oor  enemy  pnteet  his  oommeroe 
and  colenieSf  and  eombine  sodi  a  foiee  as  would  ceun- 
tsract  the  power  and  ofiensivb  enterprise  of  an  Ameri- 
eaa  squadron  so  truly  formidable.  With  such  a  force 
it  will  be  peteelved,  that  his  host  of  irigmtes  and 
smeller  vessels  would  be  struck  out  of  the  account,  or 
added  to  the  list  of  our  Navy,  if  thejr  came  in  contact 
Theee  views,  it  is  true,  an  prospeetive,  but  with  a  sta* 
Ue,  judJbions,  and  liberal  eystem,  the  result  would  be 
seaHaed  at  no  remote  period. 

Having  noticed  these  deceptions  to  the  civil  admin* 
istration  of  the  British  navy,  it  is  but  just  to  observe, 
that  the  oigoniiation  .of  the  militasy  part  of  their  sys- 
tem is  m«<^  mm-e  perfect. 

The  legoktieBs  and  inetruotions  fer  the  eervice  at 
sea,  adopted  by  order  in  Goiuicil,  and  published  in  one 
qnarto  volume,  in  1808,  are  tikose  whloh  now  prevail. 
They  are  excellent,  and  adrd  m«eh  matter  woithy  ef 
ineorpoiation  into  our  syitem,  with  such  modification 
as  the  pecnliar  oinmmstaneee  of  the  service  may  re- 
quire. 

Of  the  Fraoeh  naval  system,  the  Department  of  Con- 
etruetion  is  universally  admitted  to  be  the  most  peifeet 
in  existence,  and  is  well  worthy  of  imitation.  The 
military  part  of  the  system,  however,  is  less  perfect  in 
pmcttoe,  and  not  aoweU  adapted  to  the  habits  and 
us^ies  of  American  seamen  as  that  of  the  British. 

The  diaiaeter  of  the  navy  of  any  nation  will  be  de- 
termined by  its  oommcfcial  and  navigating  enterprise. 
That  of  America  had  surpassed  every  other,  until  the 
unexampled  prosperity  and  rapid  extension  of  its  com- 
SNree»  excited  the  envy,  jealousy,  and  hostility,  of 
i  who  oottld  not  meet  it  ia  fair>  equals  and  friendly 


oempetitioa.  The  same  energy,  skill,  vigilance,  and 
intrepidity,  whidi  distinguiriied  the  commercial  navi- 
gators of  Uie  United  Stetes,  characterise  the  offioen 
and  ssamen  of  the  Navy.  The  same  superiority  cf 
construction  which  gave  to  its  commercial  marine  the 
celerity  and  security  for  which  it  is  distinguished,  may 
be  seen  in  the  American  Navy,  which  is  truly  indige- 
nous and  distinct  from  eveiy  odker.  The  independent 
ebaraoter  of  the  nation  is  manifestly  visible  in  Uw 
genius  of  its  Navy.  The  classes  of  our  ships,  their 
form,  construction,  armmnent,  and  equipment,  have 
been  tested  by  experienee,  and  found  to  have  been 
h^ipily  adapted  to  our  circumstances,  oompellxng  the 
enemy  either  to  employ  shipe-of-the-line  against  frig^ 
atee,  or  to  construct  a  new  class  of  ships.  fHieir  effi- 
ciency and  perfection  have  extorted  the  praise  of  the 
enemy.  The  author,  before  quoted,  says :  ^  The  car- 
ronades  I  saw  on  board  Ae  United  States'  brig  Argue 
were  better  mounted,  and  the  vessel  more  complete 
than  those  in  the  British  navy ;  and  she  was  uncom- 
monly well  man<EUvred.'* 

Our  ships  are  excellent,  and  all  in  good  oondition. 
The  classes  are  few,  and  so  uniform  that,  without  in- 
eenvenienee,  the  masts,  ipara,  and  equipments,  of  a^y 
one  of  a  class  vrill  serve,  indiffiwentiy,  for  any  oflier  of 
the  same  dass.  An  the  new  ships,  of  each  rate,  are 
of  the  same  dam,  and  are  abeolutely  similar  in  all 
their  equipmenlsy  and  in  the  dimenrions  and  propot^ 
tiotts  of  Uieir  hutts,  masts,  span,  dto.  This  strict  simx- 
larity  should  be  caMfuHy  preserved,  upon  every  prbx- 
oiple  of  convenience,  economy,  and  effidency . 

Timber,  whi^  forms  an  object  of  nrach  so]idtud« 
in  Great  Britain,  deserves  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Department,  the  reorganisationt)f which  will  donht»> 
lessly  be  made  to  combine  the  necessary  talents  and 
means  to  provide  for  every  brandi  of  Ae  service,  by  « 
seasonable,  dUigent,  and  judicious  collection,  in  secure 
and  convenient  depots,  of  dl  tiie  materials  which  enter 
into  the  construction  uid  equipment  of  ships  of  war. 

When  it  is  considered  thot  one  seventy-four-gtni 
ship  requires  two  thousand  large  oak  trees,  equal  to 
the  estimated  produce  of  fifty-seven  acres,  the  import- 
ance of  securing,  for  public  use,  all  that  valuable  spe- 
cies of  oak,  which  is  found  only  on  the  Southern  sea- 
board, B  sufficiently  obvious. 

Dock  yards,  foundries,  smitheries,  and  srmories,  in 
safe  and  eligible  situations,  are  indispensable  appen*> 
dages  of  so  important  and  growing  an  establishment. 
These  always  colleet  the  best  workmen,  and  as  nrivnte 
interest  cannot  interfere  with  the  execution,  the  roa«> 
terials  and  workmanship  are  better,  and  Uie  work  is 
performed  with  more  certainty  and  regularity,  than  by 
contract  widi  private  individoals,  whose  works,  ia 
some  cases,  msy  be  so  remote  frwxk  the  seat  of  de»> 
mand,  that  the  trmisportatien  may  cost  more  than  the 
article. 

There  is  anetiier  branch  of  the  service  which  »• 
pean  to  me  to  merit  the  soious  delfoeration  of  the 
Legislaturci  with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  sonw 
regular  system,  by  which  the  voluntary  enlistments  for 
the  Navy  may  derive  oeeasional  rehifercement  firom  the 
services  of  those  seamen,  who,  pursuing  tfadr  own  pri- 
vate occupations,  are  exempt,  hj  their  itinerant  habite, 
ftom  puUie  service  of  any  kind.  In  my  view  there 
would  be  nothing  incompatible  with  the  free  spirit  of 
our  institutions,  or  with  the  righti  of  individuals,  if 
xegistem,  with  a  particular  descrotive  record,  Were 
ki^t  in  the  several  districts,  of  aH  the  seamen  belong* 
ing  to  the  United  States,  and  prevision  made  by  law 
fbr  classB^  and  eaUing  into  the  pubUe  serviee»  ia 
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«ifleetiifin»fi>r  JVMQDablB  MftM  periodic  «uch  pgirli«iM 
or  dMiw,  Jg  the  public  service  might  re^oiret  and  if 
an;  individoai,  S9  c^Qedyfhould  be  abeent  ai  the  tine, 
the  next  in  flacceenoo  thould  pei&n&  the  tour  of  doty 
of  ^e  abeentee,  who  ihoold,  on  hia  Tetarn^  be  liable 
to  anre  hia  original  toqr,  and  hia  mbatitate  be  exempt 
£t>in  hb  mcoeeding  yegular  tour  of  duty* 

In  the  militaiy  aenrice»ahould  the  xa&ki  not  be  ffied 
by  reeniils,  the  deficiencgr  of  regalar  foroe  majr  be 
made  19  by  dratii^  of  militia,  to  aaiemble  at  a  given 
time  and  place;  not  eo  in  the  vxnX  acmBe,it  de- 
pende,  ezduaiTelyy  upon  Toluntary  enlietmenta,  upon 
vhich  Ihive  ia  00  reliance  for  any  gtven  objeet,  at  any 
time  or  placn.  Hence,  the  moat  important  expeditiona 
may  utterly  lail,  though  erery  poifibie  exertion  ehall 
have  been  made  to  cany  them  into  eftot. 

If  we  examine,  with  due  attention,  the  nalnre,  ex- 
tent, and  impoctanoe  of  the  objede  iuTOlved  in  the 
adwMiMlralion  of  n«ral  afiains  <^  contemplate,  in 
tbehiiloiy  of  agea  pea^  the  unauceemfnl,  though  in- 
defcligable  laboxa  of  legialatien,  ectence,  and  geninat 
to  pexfeet  the  ^etem,  we  may  learn  to  appreciate  with 
moie  aoeniacy,  and  cherish  willi  liberaUty,  the  tile  of 
study,  ebservntion  and  experience,  required  to  arrive 
eren  at  moderate  attainmanta  in  a  science,  which, 
teugk  fcrniliir  in  the  eatknation  of  all,  ia  the  most 
eampUcated,  critical,  tnd  intereating,  that  haa  ever 
spgagad  the  at(entaoa  or  influenced  the  deatiniea  of  na- 
tions.  My  sole  object  is  to  invite  the  attention  and 
libemiity  of  the  National  Councils  to  the  requisite 
talenta  and  qmdifloations  for  the  cheriahing  and  rear- 
ing to  maturity,  the  vigorous  plant,  around  which 
an  entwined  the  aiEsctions  and  conAdonce  of  the 
countiy* 

Ail  tbeae  objeeta  appear  to  me  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  the  revision  of  the  civil  adminstra- 
tion  of  our  naval  afiaira,  the  Executive  branch  of 
whidi  should  ha  eonductbd  by  persons  of  enlarged 
vinwa,  colleoUvely  oombining  all  the  practical  know- 
Jedgo  afnd  professional  intelttgonoe  which  these  import* 
uity  diversmed,  and  comprelMnsive  subjects,  obviously 
nqnire. 

We  have  a  good  foundation  upon  which  to  raise  a 
dutnble  aupemtructure ;  and  concluding  that  that  sys- 
tem cannot  be  ladioaHy  wrong,  whidi  has  produced 
anehfrvorabie  results,  I  should  be  unwilling  to  hasard, 
by  an  entire  innovation,  the  benefita  we  have  derived, 
and  may  still  derive,  by  retaining  the  present  organ- 
nation  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  ^viding,  by 
law,  for  nn  intelligent,  practical,  and  efficient  auidliary 
agency,  such  as  experience  has  suggested. 

'With  this  view,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  with 
great  deforence,  the  following  system  for  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  Dejiartment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Stntei^  distinguishing,  for  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  in 
the  form  of  a  bill,  those  objects  which  appear  to  re- 
quire Legislate  provision,  from  thoae  for  ^hich  Ex- 
ecutive regulation  may  prescribe  with  more  convenience 
and  advantage ;  the  outline  of  whidi  only  is  given, 
aa  the  ground-work  may  be  fiUsd  up  to  greater  benefit, 
iHMn  the  coUeeted  experience  and  talents  which  it 
eontemplataa  ah^  have  deliberated  upon  the  aubject. 

Ag^Miifariht  hmtr  (wganizaiionof  tk^  3bay  jDe* 
pariment 

Me  Uenaetei^  4^  That  the  office,  duties,  and  pow- 
ava  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  Account- 
ant, Agenta,  and  ether  effioera  of  the  Department  of 
the  Navy,  be  and  rtmain  ae  now,  by  law,  estabMahed ; 


e«oapt^  aa  hMvinnlter  modified,  etteied,  er 

to  any  other  office  or  officea,  created  by  this  act. 

Ssc.  %  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  deaignate'thiee  officaw 
of  Oie  Navy,  and,  with  the  adiioe  and  conaehtof  the 
Senate,  to  af^nt  .two  other  judicious  peraona,  akiUed 
in  navnl  affiurs,  to  be  Inapedon  of  the  Navy,  who  to- 
gether shell  conatitttte  a  Board  of  laqpectors  of  the 
Navy,  three  members  whereof  shall  be  neeaasary  te 
form  a  quorum ;  and  the  business  of  the  said  board 
shall  be  transacted  in  such  central  and  oenvenietti 
place,  for  the  superintendence  tti  the  afUn  of  the  Na- 
vy, as  the  Preaident  of  the  Uniisd  Btotea  shall  dinet ; 
who  shall  also  have  power  to  deaignele  the  prerid&ng 
member,  and  to  appoint  the  secretary  of  the  said  board, 
whoae  duty  it  shaU  be  to  keep  regular  and  correct  le- 
eorda  of  all  the  transaotione  of  the  board,  and  to  tnna* 
mit  aUeated  oopiea  of  ail  anch  prooeedinga  to  the  See* 
letanr  of  the  Navy,  for  the  inapeetion  and  revirion  ef 
the  Preaident  of  the  Uniled  Statea,  aa  aoen  aa  may  he 
alter  the  a^b^miiaent  of  the  meeting  U  which  aiqr 
anch  proceedings  aheil  have  taken  place;  andtheaaid 
board  shell  have  power  to  esteWiah  anch  niba  and 
M^nktiona,  for  iU  own  preceadtogs,  and  to  .emplejr 
aueh  number  ef  clerks  awl  aaabtant%  aa  well  for  the 
tranaaffting  of  the  boaineea  of  the  boaid,  aa  for  thet 
of  the  aeveml  inspeotora,  and  to  moenie  aueh  boeka^ 
maps,  charts,  plans,  drawings,  models^  and  stationery 
aa  the  public  mtereat  may  reqniie,  and  the  Preadent 
of  the  United  Stotaa  approve. 

Sbc.  8.  That  it  shell  be  the  duly  of  the  See^^taiy 
of  the  Navy  te  arrange  and  classy  under  dirthiol  and 
appropriate  heada,  aa  equally  aa  may  be^  all  aueh  dur 
ties  and  details  aa  any  be  found  impracticable  for  Ae 
9(i&eem  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  as  now  orgnm* 
ised,  te  exeeOto  wbdi  advmitage  to  the  puMic,  and, 
with  the  apptolmtion  ef  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
atetea,  to  aaaiga  to  eadi  uiapector  ef  the  Navy  dM» 
apecial  charge  and  execution  of  one  ef  the  elaaaaa,  ae 
arranged;  for  the  foithfol performance nif  which  traal^ 
the  aaid  ioepeelam  ahall  Beaein%  be  held  ra^aaibK 
under  the  instruction  and  salgact  to  the  revision  of 
the  board  of  inspectors,  to  which  a  statement  of  all  the 
transactions  of  each  inspector  shall  be  submitted  for 
revision,  at  each  stated  meeting,  and  an  abstract  there- 
of transmitted  monthly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^ 
with  such  remarlui  thereon  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
may  require ;  and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  thd  Navy  to  prepare  a  system  of  general  reg- 
ulationa,  defining  and  prescribing  the  respective  pow^ 
era  and  duties  of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  I^avy^ 
and  of  the  several  inspectors,  which  rules,  when  ap- 
proved by  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
respected  and  obeyed,  until  altered  or  revoked  by  the 
same  authority;  and  the  same  general  regulations, 
thus  prepared  and  approved,  shall  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress at  their  next  session. 

Sxc  4.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorised  alone  to  appoint  a  person, 
skilled  in  the  science  and  practice  of  naval  ardiitecture, 
to  the  office  of  Naval  Constructor ;  and  also  to  appoint 
two  naval  constructors.    And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  prepare  such  rules  end 
regulations  for  connecting  Uie  business  of  the  Con- 
structor's department,  aa  shall  appear  necessary  and 
proper;  which,  when  approved  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Statea,  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed,  unUl  re- 
voked by  the  same  authority.    And  the  naval  construc- 
tor shall  be  aUowed  one  derk,  to  assut  m  txa.iiiea\aAg 
I  the  buiineaB  of  his  department. 
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Bxc.  5.  Th«t  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  with  the  consent  and  ad- 
^ce  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  a  Paymaster  of  the  Na^y, 
who  shall  perform  the  cfaties  of  his  office  agreeably  to 
the  directions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
the  time  being ;  and,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties 
of  the  same,  shall  give  bonds,  with  good  and  sufficient 
sureties,  in  such  sums  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  direct,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  said 
office,  and  shall  take  an  oath  to  execute  the  duties 
thereof  with  fidelity. 

Sxc.  6.  That  all  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the 
inspectors  and  paymaster  of  the  navy,  which  relate  to 
their  official  duties,  shall  be  free  from  postage. 

Sxc.  7.  That  each  inspector  of  the  navy  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  captain  commanding 
a  squadron  on  separate  service,  and  also  to  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  lien 
of  house-rent,  fuel,  forage,  dtc. ;  and  the  salary  of  the 
■aval  constructor  shall  be  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annum ;  each  of  the  assistant  constructors,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  the  paymaster 
of  the  navy,  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  the  seo- 
letary  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  two  thousand  dollars 
per  annum ;  and  the  clerks  and  assistants,  authorised 
by  this  act,  shall  receive  such  reasonable  compensation 
lor  their  services  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  direct 

I  would  also  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  Naval 
Academy,  with  suitable  professors,  for  the  instruction 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  in  those  branches  of  the 
mathematics  and  experimental  philosophy,  and  in  the 
science  and  practice  of  gunnery,  theoiy  of  naval  archi- 
tecture, and  art  of  mechanical  drawing,  which  are 
necessary  to  the  accompliriiment  of  the  naval  officer. 

In  order  to  illustrate  the  principles  and  operation  of 
the  proposed  organisation  of  the  Navy  Department, 
the  following  outline  of  the  powers  and  duties  which 
it  is  contemplated  to  assign  to  the  board  of  inspectors, 
and  to  the  several  inspectors,  is  respectfully  suggested : 

Powers  and  duties  of  the  Boards 
The  board  shall  have  the  general  superintendence 
and  direction  of  the  ofiairs  of  the  Navy,  under  the  in- 
structions from,  and  powers  delegated  by,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  authority  over  all  the 
officers,  agents,  and  persons,  employed  under  the  Navy 
Department;  report  to  the  Secretarvof  the  Navy, from 
time  to  time,  all  such  matters  and  things  as  may,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  board,  tend  to  promote  the  efficacy 
and  economy  of  the  establishment ;  and,  upon  the 
.  requisition  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  furnish  all  the 
estimates  of  expenditure  which  the  several  branches  of 
the  service  may  require,  and  such  other  information 
«nd  statements  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

The  board  shall  have  the  power  of  making  contracts 
and  purchases,  either  directly  or  through  the  navy 
agents,  whose  power,  in  this  respect,  should  be  limited 
to  small  sums,  and  to  objects,  the  procuring  of  which 
may  not  admit  of  delay.  In  all  other  cases,  the  previ- 
ous sanction,  either  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of 
iht  board  of  inspectors,  or  of  some  officers  authorized 
by  the  board,  should  be  indispensable. 

The  naval  stations  within  the  United  States  should 
be  designated  by  convenient  boundaries ;  and  an  offi- 
cer of  rank,  trust,  and  confidence,  should  reside  in  each, 
who  should,  under  the  instructions  of  the  hoard,  super- 
intend and  control  the  afihirs  of  the  Navy  within  his 
district,  and  report  to  the  board  from  time  to  time. 


All  requisitions  of  commanding  officers,  pursers,  and 
other  persons,  upon  the  agents,  should  be  checked,  and 
receive  the  sanction  of  ^the  board,  or  of  the  resident 
officer  authorized  by  the  board,  before  they  are  com- 
plied with. 

Payments  and  advances  should  be  made,  as  hereto- 
fore, through  the  navy  agents,  (except  those  for  the  pay 
or  tl&e  Navy ;)  and  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  board,  or  of  the  officers  authorized  by  the 
board,  should  precede  all  payments  and  advances, 
except  for  limited  and  urgent  demands. 

The  board  should  establish  general  regulations  for 
the  conduct  of  its  members,  in  the  discharge  of  the  spe- 
cial and  important  trusts  severally  assigned  to  them  bj 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and  should  digest  and 
report  to  the  Department  distinct  regulations  for  the 
following  objects : 

1.  Uniform  regulations  establishing  the  several  classes 
of  ships  and  vessels  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates ; 
with  tables  of  the  dimensions,  proportions,  number, 
quantity,  quality,  nature,  and  description,  of  masts, 
spars,  rigging,  anchors,  cables^  armament,  and  equip- 
ments, of  all  kinds ;  and  of  the  quantity,  quality,  and 
description,  of  provisions  and  stores,  of  every  species, 
for  a  given  period,  for  each  class. 

2.  Regulations  for  receiving,  preserving,  issuing,  and 
strictly  accounting  for,  the  expenditure  of  materials 
and  stores  of  all  kinds,  and  in  every  department  of  the 
service,  within  the  United  States. 

3.  Regulations  for  surveying  and  authenticating  the 
actual  state  and  condition  of  all  the  ships  and  vessels 
of  the  Navy,  and  of  all  materials  and  stores,  of  every 
species,  reported  to  be  decayed,  damaged,  or  defective  ; 
and  for  directing  the  repair,  conversion,  sale,  or  other 
disposition  of  the  same,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may- 
require. 

4.  A  more  perfect  system  of  general  regulations  for 
the  naval  service,  at  sea  and  on  the  Lakes. 

5.  General  regulations  for  the  flotilla  or  force  em- 
ployed in  harbor  defence,  adapted  to  the  peculiar  na- 
ture of  that  service. 

6.  Uniform  regulations  for  the  navy  yards,  arsenals, 
and  depots  of  stores  and  materials. 

7.  Regulations  for  the  cruising  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  Navy,  while  in  port;  for  the  recruiting  service; 
and  for  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  while  on  shore,  on 
duty,  or  on  furlough;  in  order  to  ascertain  the  actual 
state  and  local  situation  of  all  the  officers. 

8.  A  system  of  detailed  regulations  for  the  na^al 
hospitals,  and  medical  department  of  the  Navy  within 
the  United  Stetes. 

9.  An  entire  and  new  system  of  regulations  for  the 
pursers  in  the  Navy,  accurately  defining  their  duties, 
securing  a  more  strict  accountability;  limiting  their 
emoluments  by  a  fixed  and  reasonable  standard;  and 
protecting  the  seamen  of  the  Navy  firom  the  undue  ad- 
vantages which  may  be  practised,  with  impunity,  under 
the  present  system. 

10.  Regulations  for  ascertaining,  by  examination,  the 
moral  character  and  professional  qualifications  of  all 
the  officers  of  the  Navy,  below  the  grade  of  a  master 
commandant,  classing  them  in  the  scale  of  their  several 
merits ;  and  of  the  pretensions  of  those  who  may  be 
selected  for  promotion,  as  well  as  of  the  candidates  for 
warrant  appointments  in  the  Navy. 

All  which  regulations,  when  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  should  be  established  and 
obeyed,  until  revoked  by  the  same  authority. 

The  duties  and  details  of  the  servioey  proposed  to  be 
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•Migiied  to  the  Mvseral  inspeetois  of  the  Navy,  may  be 
eUmd  aa  follows: 

lit  ClaoB.  Compiehendiag  the  general  oorretpond* 
ence  of  the  board,  and  preparation  of  all  the  reports, 
estimates,  and  statements,  required  by  the  Department; 
and  the  communication  of  such  propositions  and  in- 
ioniiation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  the  board 
BULj  deem  interesting,  and,  also,  the  general  charge 
and  direction  of  the  flotilla  service  on  the  New  Orleans 
station. 

3d  Glass.  Comprehending  the  general  military  cor- 
respondence with  all  the  officers  of  the  Navy ;  the  roll 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  record  of  their  services, 
merits,  and  qualifications,  to  be  kept  on  the  files  of  the 
board;  orders  for  courts  of  inquiry  and  courts  martial, 
and  the  preparation  of  all  the  documents  and  state- 
ments connected  with  these  objects;  also,  the  general 
dkarge  and  direction  of  the  fiotiUa  service  oi^  the  South- 
em  station,  viz:  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Caro- 
lina, tnd  Norfolk. 

dd  Class.  Comprehending  the  direction  of  ordnance 
and  transportation;  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
fmndries,  laboratories,  armories,  and  other  works  con- 
nected vritti  the  naval  ordnance  department ;  and  the 
inspection  and  proof  of  arms,  ammunitton,  &c.  The 
dixectioa  of  the  transportation  of  all  person^  stores, 
and  provisions  of  the  Navy,  by  land  and  water;  and 
the  general  charge  and  direction  of  the  flotilla  service 
in  the  Patapsoo  and  Delawaie,  and  at  New  York. 

4th  Claas.  Comprehending  the  victualling  and  sns- 
tenanoe,  including  purser's,  medical,  aad  hospital 
stores;  also,  the  general  charge  and  direction  of  the 
flotilla  service,  on  all  the  naval  stations,  from  New 
York  eastward,  and  on  Lake  Champlain. 

5th  Class.  Comprehending  the  supply  of  hemp, 
yams,  cordage,  sail  duck,  iron  and  other  metals,  an- 
chors, and  all  other  equipments  and  materials  required 
hr  the  service,  except  those  which  are  included  in  the 
foregoing  classes,  and  in  the  constructor's  department ; 
and,  also,  the  general  charge  and  direction  of  the  ser- 
vice on  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  upper  lakes. 

The  superintendence  and  direction  6(  these  Hve 
daases  of  objects  would  be  distributed  among  the  Ave 
inspectors. 

The  department  of  construction,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  board  of  in- 
spectors, would  prepare  all  the  draughts,  plans,  and 
instructions,  for  the  building  of  all  the  vessels  of  the 
Navy;  oonstract  the  models,  and,  when  approved, 
direct  and  superintend,  under  the  control  of  the  board 
of  hispeetors,  the  building  and  repairing  of  the  ships, 
veaeels,  boats,  the  formation  of  masti^  spars,  dtc^ 
and  the  contracting  for  and  procnring  all  the  materiab 
of  wood,  and  of  copper,  in  pigs,  bolt^  and  sheets,  ne- 
cessary for  the  supply  of  the  Navy ;  construct  from  the 
lines,  in  the  mould  loft,  all  the  moulds  requisite  for 
moulding  and  bevelling  the  timber  in  the  forest,  under 
the  direction  of  skilful  persons  to  be  employed  by  the 
constructor  for  that  purpose;  and  superintend  the  con- 
straction  of  the  wharves,  diips,  workshops,  and  en- 
gines, required  in  building  and  repairing  ships  of  war. 

It  is  a  copious  subject,  in  which  it  is  difficult  to 
combine  brevity  with  perspicuity. 

My  mm  has  been  to  provide  a  practioal,  effieient,  and 
eeonomical  system,  with  as  much  individual  and  col- 
lective responabili^  as  may  be  attainable;  and  I  foel 
a  penaasioD  that  the  result  would  not  greatly  diaap- 

'  at  the  estimate  I  have  formed;  thewisdoa  of  the 
I  will  better  appfsciate  ila  merita. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  reqiect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES. 

Hon.  PaxsinsKT  or  Sskats. 

MILITIA  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  Stales  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
respective  quoias  of  —  tbousaod  militia  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Varnum  addressed  the  President  as  fol* 
lows :  Sir,  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  im* 
portanee  of  the  present  crisis  of  our  national  con* 
corns,  and  the  importance  of  the  adoption  of  strong 
and  energetic  measareS)  well  calculated  to  meet 
and  repalse  the  force  which  the  enemy  contem* 
plate  placing  in  the  field  against  us.  And,  sir,  no 
man  In  this  Senate  will  go  further  than  I  shall 
feel  disposed  to  go  to  effectuate  the  object  which 
most  be  dear  to  every  friend  of  the  nation  and 
the  rights  of  the  people,  to  repulse  pur  enemy  in 
the  field,  procure  a  just  and  equitable  adjustment 
of  the  differeocea  between  the  two  nations,  and 
produce  an  honorable  peace,  provided  the  me«-« 
sures  pursued  shall  appear  to  me  to  be  founded  in 
justice  and  equity. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  great  responsibility 
which  rests  on  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  at  the  present  crisis.  The  Constitution  har* 
ing  confided  the  defence  of  the  country  to  the  (Gen- 
eral Gorernment,  and  clothed  it  with  authority 
to  call  upon  the  physical  force  of  the  nation  to  aid 
in  makiog  such  defence,  and  to  draw  on  the  fiscal 
resources  of  the  country  for  a  revenue  sufficient 
to  meet  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  mak- 
ing defence,  Congress  are  at  this  period  most  im-* 
periously  bound,  upon  their  responsibility,  and  is 
discharge  of  their  important  duty,  to  adopt  mea- 
sures commensurate  with  the  exigencies  of  the 
nation ;  and  I  anr  fully  sensible  of  the  necessity 
of  providing  a  large  and  ample  military  force  be- 
fore the  opening  of  the  next  campaign.  But,  sir, 
the  raising  such  forces  should  be  predicated  on 
ground  which  cannot  fail  of  bringing  it  into  the 
field  early  in  the  Spring ;  it  ought  to  be  placed  on 
principles  the  best  calculated  to  do  equal  justice 
to  all  classes  of  your  citizens.  In  that  way  alon« 
you  will  insure  the  confidence  of  the  people,  enlist 
their  feelings,  and  secure  their  aid  in  carry in|^ 
your  system  into  effect.  Surely,  sir,  these  desi- 
rable qualities  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  bill  be- 
fore you. 

To  endeavor  to  substantiate  the  position  I  have 
taken  on  this  occasion.  I  must  be  p«rmitted  to  re- 
cur to  the  provisions  of"  the  bill.  In  doing  this,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  implicate  the  motives  or 
abilities  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  biU| 
nor  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  supported  it  ob 
this  floor ;  but  the  bill  being  public  property,  the 
errors  which  it  contains  are  lair  subjects  or  ani- 
madversion— nor  shall  I  attempt  a  reply  to  the 
fine  theoretical  argumeoU  which  have  been  made 
use  of  in  support  of  the  bill ;  but  will  endeavor  to 
point  out  some  of  its  defects,  and  my  ideas  of  the 
moat  piacticable  reiuedy  for  those  defecta. 
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The  firat  scetioir  of  tbe  bill  reijaifes  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  Exeeti* 
ti?cs  of  tbe  several  States  and  Territories,  for 
their  respective  quotas  of  eighty  tboasaod  mttttia) 
to  serve  for  two  years,  li  would  seem,  sir^  by 
this  section,  that  the  committee  were  of  opiaioo, 
that  eipphty  thousand  men  in  addition  to  the  pres- 
ent Militarv  Bstabiishment,  which  consists  of 
sixty-two  thousaod,  roakiog  in  the  whole,  142,- 
000,  would  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
United  States,  at  all  points,  the  next  campaign, 
la  this  opinion  of  the  committee,  I  do  most  cor- 
dially acquiesce ;  for.  sir,  under  the  existing  cir* 
cumstances  of  our  sttuatioa,  and  the  situation  of 
fittfope,  it  is  very  probable  that  an  impostog  force 
will  a^&ail  us  the  next  campaign  \  and  I  consider 
it  an  imperative  duty,  obligatory  on  the  National 
Legislature,  to  do  all  in  their  power,  to  repulse 
the  invasion  of  the  enemy  at  every  point*-€nd  to 
insure  this  object,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  a  reliance 
upon  a  less  number  of  men  in  the  field,  than  that 
eentempUted  by  the  first  seelioa  of  the  bill,  would 
be  highly  impolitic,  improper,  and  calculated  to 
jeopardize  the  safety  of  the  nation ;  vet,  in  some 
of  the  subsequent  seelionc  of  it,  we  nod  that  in- 
stead of  realixing  the  pleasing  prospect  of  seeing 
an  ample  force  in  the  field,  that  the  force  is  to  be 
reduced  to  an  indefinite  amount ;  which  contra- 
diction in  terms,  inconsistency  in  principle,  and 
uneertainty  in  effect,  cannot  fail  to  produce  mor- 
tification and  chagrin  in  every  breast,  entertain^ 
inffthesame  impresions  on  the  subject  which  I  do. 

The  same  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  call- 
ing out  this  force  for  two  years^  and,  in  subsequent 
seetions  of  the  bill,  it  is  provided  that  the  men 
shall  be  raised  by  draught,  in  the  last  resort.  Sir, 
this  mode  of  draughting  men  from  the  militia  for 
two  years,  I  must  confess  is  a  novel  idea  to  me. 
and  I  do  believe  it  will  be  so  to  the  nalioa«  1 
have  lived  to  see  draughts  from  the  militia,  under 
n  colonial  system,  when  tbe  United  States  were 
colonies  to  Qreat  Britain.  I  have  seen  and  i>ar- 
tieipated  in  the  raising  of  men  for  public  service, 
by  draught  and  otherwise,  from  the  commence- 
meni  of  the  Revolutionary  war  up  to  tbe  present 
time,  and  in  no  instance,  which  has  come  within 
my  knowledge,  has  there  been  a  draught  from  tbe 
■ulitia.  for  a  longer  term  than  nine  months ;  and 
generally  the  terms  of  service  have  been  much 
shorter  than  nine  months. 

No  such  unreasonable  exercise  of  power,  as  I 
eonceive  to  be  contained  in  this  bill,  ever  was 
attempted  under  our  former  Colonial  Govern- 
■Mats ;  notwithstanding  suchatumpto  might  h^ve 
been  fostered  by  the  Monarchical  Gbvernment 
under  which  we  then  acted.  No  such  attempt  was 
made  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  notwith- 
standing our  very  existence  as  a  nation  much  de- 
pended upon  our  placing  a  competent  number  of 
man  in  the  field.  No  such  attempt  has  been  made 
since  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  until  it 
madeiu  appearance  in  the  bill  before  you.  Sir,  let 
us  examine  ihelawpassed  in  1705,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  out  the  mi- 
litia for  the  purposes  designated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion.   By  that  law  we  find,  that  such  was  the  4el« 


icacy  of  (General  Washhioton,  the  then  Preei-^ 

dent  of  the  United  States,  whose  capacity  for 
judging  correctly  on  a  subject  of  this  kind  all 
must  acknowledge,  and  such  was  the  delicacy  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject,  at  that  time,  that  a 
positive  provision  was  made  in  the  law,  that  the 
militia  called  oat  under  it  should  not  be  held  to 
serve  more  than  three  months  in  anv  one  year ; 
and  the  provisions  of  that  law,  with  a  view  to 
equal  distribution  of  justice  among  the  individ- 
uals comprising  the  militia,  go  further,  and  declare 
not  only  that  the  militia  called  out  shall  not  be 
held  to  serve  more  than  three  months  in  any  one 
year,  hot  that  they  shall  not  beheld  to  serve  more 
than  in  due  rotation  with  every  other  able-bodied 
man  of  tbe  same  rank  in  the  battalion  to  which 
they  belooj|.  Such,  siri  was  the  view  taken  by 
General  WAsaiNoroir,  and  by  the  Congress  of 
1795,  in  regard  to  the  improprietjr  of  calling  out 
the  militia  for  long  terms  of  service. 

The  principle  then  adopted  has  been  sacredly 
adhered  to  ever  since  that  period,  until  tfbout  tbe 
commencement  of  the  present  war;  at  which 
time  provisions  were  made  fur  detaining  the  mili* 
tia  to  be  detached  for  six  months.  Thus,  atr,  we 
shall  find,  that  from  time  immemorial,  the  people 
of  thia  nation  have  been  in  tbe  babttoif  beHeriag 
that  draughts  from  the  mititia  were  not  to  be  made 
lor  a  term  anything  like  that  naawd  in  tiM  bill  be* 
fore  you,  aad  that  belief  hais  been  justly  fouiNied 
on  tfaie  uniform  praetiee  of  all  the  various  Govern* 
meats  which  have  been  in  opetation  here,  stirce 
the  first  settlement  of  the  country  by  cirilized 
man.  In  fact,  sir,  that  draughts  from  the  militia 
should  not  exceed  the  term  of  nine  months,  is  fully 
established  as  a  priiiciple  of  common  law^  which 
no  one  has  ever  attempted  to  violate  before  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  under  consideration.  And 
I  ver^  much  fear,  sir,  that  the  violation  of  the 
principle  which  the  bill  proposes  to  introduce, 
will  not  sit  very  well  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Surely,  sir,  this  is  not  a  time  to  introduce  new 
principles  which  are  in  any  degree  caleulated  to 
alienate  the  people^  or  any  part  of  them,  from  a 
viaorous  defence  of  our  national  righta.  I  con- 
sider this  system  of  draughting  militiamen  fcMr  two 
yeaf»'  service,  to  be  unaeoessary,  vnefual,  and 
unjust.  If  the  nation  wiah  for  an  additional  force 
to  the  amount,  tad  for  the  term  meationed  in  the 
bill,  why  not  profief  terms  adequate  to  procure 
it^  and  make  it  a  paH  of  the  regular  army  ?  Ai- 
though  I  admit,  that  the  Gecwral  Goremment 
have  power,  by  tfie  Constitution  trader  which  we 
act,  to  call  on  a  part,  or  all  the  physical  force  of 
the  nation  for  the  defence  of  its  rights,  when  ne- 
cessary ;  yet,  sir,  I  contend,  that  this  power  ouffht 
to  be  exercised  under  a  sound  discretion^  calcula- 
ted, as  near  as  may  be,  to  do  equal  justice.  But 
this  bill  presents  to  my  mind  a  ytty  different  as- 
pect. It  disregards  the  system  of  equality  for 
military  services  among  our  citizens,  and  violates 
the  principle  of  rotation  in  regard  to  those  services, 
which  has  been  held  sacred  by  those  who  have 
ffone  before  us,  and  which  I  consider  imperiously 
bindtag  upon  na. 

The  second  leetioa  of  the  bttl  proTides  for  claaa- 
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isg  tht  whole  of  the  mtiitm,  ko  that  eseh  class 
shall  furoish  one  man  by  draoght  or  coairact  for 
two  years. 

This  mode  of  elassifieatioo,  I  oooteod,  is  on- 
eqaai  aod  unjust,  as  it  includes  those  onlv  who 
are  eorolJed  in  the  militia,  aod  excludes  all  those 
who  are  not  enrolled  in  the  militia.  The  very 
act  of  classing  the  militia,  and  callioflr  upon  each 
elass  to  famish  one  man  for  two  years,  clearly 
demoostrates  that  the  Government  is  aware  that 
the  pay  given  by  the  public  is  not  sufficient  to 
bring  the  men  into  the  field  for  such  length  of 
time.  This  fact  is  corroborated  by  the  provision 
ia  the  ^t  section  of  the  bill  which  apportions 
the  men  to  be  raised  amongst  the  Sutes  and  Ter- 
ritories epoB  the  principle  of  representation  and 
direct  taxation.  In  this  principle,  distributive 
usuce  is  pxoperly  regarded  as  it  relates  to  the 
Stacei  and  Territories.  But,  sir,  it  is  entirely 
sbaodoaed  as  it  relates  to  the  people  at  large,  by 
jroor  mode  of  classificatioa* 

If  the  situation  of  the  nation  has  become  aueh 
u  to  make  it  necessary  to  class  the  people  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  an  adequate  iMimoer  of  solr 
dlen,  I  conceive  that  the  just  and  equitable  mode 
of  doing  it  would  be  to  include  in  your  classes  ail 
the  uxahle  poUs,  and  aU  the  taxable  property  by 
whomsoever  possessed— the  classes  to  be  so  formed 
as  that  each  class  should  contain,  as  near  as  may 
b^  a  just  and  due  proportion  of  all  the  taxable  polls 
and  projperty ;  each  individual  in  a  class  should 
be  holden  to  contribute  towards  procuring  a  sol- 
dier, by  contract,  in  proportion  to  the  taxables 
be  may  possess.  And  in  order  to  insure  the  rais- 
ing your  men  by  classing  the  people,  yon  must 
provide  that  each  class  w-hich  does  not  procure  a 
soldier  by  contract  in  a  given  time,  shall  be  taxed, 
each  individual  in  proportion  to  the  UxaUes  he 
raay  possess,  in  a  sum  sufficient,  at  all  events,  to 
raise  a  man  for  such  class;  the  assessment  on 
such  delinquent  class  should  be  collected  by  a  suui* 
mary  process,  and  the  money  paid  into  the  hands 
of  a  faithful  officer,  who  would  not  fail  to  procure 
the  "*»»- 

This  is  a  mode  of  classification  similar  ta  the 
one  adopted  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  which 
was  generally  satisfactory:.  Contrast  this  svsum 
with  the  one  contained  in  the  bill  before  you^ 
and  let  every  man  judge  whiok  ttf  them  ought  to 
be  preferred* 

In  the  one  case,  all  the  persons  and  pfoperly  in 
the  nation  would  be  called  upon  to  disburse  a 
due  proportion  of  the  national  expense  %  and^  ia 
the  other  case,  the  persons  enrolled  in  the  militia 
only  are  to  bear  the  expense  of  raising  and  gel* 
ting  into  the  field  eighty  thousand  tioops,  to  serve 
for  two  years. 

The  persons  enrolled  in  the  mUitia  are  gene- 
rally composed  of  farmers,  mechanics,  and  labor- 
ers, not  very  affluent  in  their  circumstances,  but 
as  respectable  and  useful  members  of  society  as 
any  class  of  citizens  which  can  be  named.  I 
imagine  that  they  do  not  hold  one-third  of  the 
property  which  is  to  be  defended ;  and  yet,  sir, 
this  class  of  your  citizens  are  to  be  called  upon' 
to  bear  the  whole  expense  of  this  extenaive  de- 


tachinent,  while  those  who  bold  two-thirds  of  tte 
property  of  the  nation,  if  my  ideas  upon  that  sub- 
ject be  correct,  are  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  a 
cent.  I  can  see  no  reason  for  this  discrimination ; 
I  conceive  it  to  be  founded  in  error  of  so  deep  a 
die  Wi  to  materially  impede  our  operations  of  de- 
fence, if  not  to  defeat  them  altogether.  Prav,  sir, 
what  reason  can  be  given  why  the  rich  merchanti 
the  wealthy  farmer,  the  opulent  professional  gen- 
tleman, those  citizens  hMding  property  who  are 
over  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  ana  all  those  citi- 
zens between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five, 
who  have  been  exempted  from  militia  duty  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  individual 
Stales,  should  be  exempted  from  a  partictpatioii 
in  the  extra  expense  of  this  draueht  ?  I  confess  I 
can  see  none,  nor  have  I  heard  of  but  one  at- 
tempted to  be  given ;  that  was,  that  the  militia 
were  called  on  by  thb  bill  to  render  personal  seif- 
vice,  and  not  for  pecuniafv  aid.  But,  sir,  that 
assertion  is  proved  to  be  fallacious  bv  the  bitt 
itself.  In  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  it  is  pro* 
vided,  that,  "  for  the  purpose  of  equalising  aa 

*  much  as  possible  the  cotttributions  of  the  re- 
'  speetive  classes,  in  all  caaea  where  anjr  dasa 
^  may  furnish  a  militiaman  by  eoatiact,  it  eball 

*  be  the  duty  of  such  militia  officer  or  officers,  ia 

*  laying  off  the  respective  dietrtets  compreheik^ 
*'  ing  each  class,  to  apportion  the  same,  aa  nearly 
'  as  pomible,  according  to  the  value  of  property 
'  and  the  number  of  militiamen  subject  to  draught 

*  within  each  company."  Here,  sir,  we  fad  a  di* 
rect  appeal  to  pecuniary  aid,  anything  which 
has  been  said  to  the  contrary  net  withstand^ 
ing.  But  it  is  said  the  alternatives  in  this  second 
section  of  the  bill  ameliorate  the  severities  in  the 
preceding  parts  of  it.  What  are  those  alterna- 
tives 1    The  first  provides,  *^  that  if  any  State  of 

<  Territory  shall,  within  three  months  after  the 

<  passing  of  this  act,  furnish  its  quota  of  mililia, 

<  or  any  part  thereof  required  by  this  act,  or  any 

<  other  troops  in  lieu  thereof,  for  an  equal  or 

<  longer  term  of  service,  the  same  shall  be  re- 

<  ceived  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 

<  substiiutioa  of  the  same  number  of  militia  called 

*  for  by  this  act;  and  ia  that  case  the  draught 

<  shall  so  far  cease  to  take  effect"  I  must  con- 
fess, sir,  that  this  alternative  does  not,  in  my  view, 
present  such  beneficial  features,  as  some  gentle-^ 
men  have  imagined. were  contained  in  it.  It  is 
to  be  sitre  a  modest  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of 
the  States  and  Tenritories  to  furnish  their  quotas 
of  the  men  to  be  raised,  prettv  much  of  the  na« 
tore  of  a  recommendation  under  the  old  articles 
of  Confederatioii,  when  Congress  had  power  to 
recommend,  but  none  to  execute.  It  gives  the 
States  and  Territories  three  months  to  consider 
of  the  question,  and  consequently  suspends  the 
whole  operation  of  raising  the  men,  otherwisa 
than  by  Stateor  Territorialauthority,  during  tifat 
period.  Well,  sir,  let ussuppose,  which  certainly 
IS  at  least  a  very  possible  case,  that  at  the  end  of 
three  months  you  find  that  the  States  ^nd  Ter- 
ritories have  not  thought  properto  furnish  the 
men,  what  then  is  to  be  donel  Why,  air,  at  the 
time  when  your  men  ought  to  be  ready  to  take 
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the  field,  you  will  have  to  commence  raising  them 
by  the  dilatory  and  very  uncertain  modes  pointed 
out  by  the  bill.  Your  militia  must  be  then  classed, 
and  each  class  is  to  furnish  a  man  by  contract  or 
draught ;  here  again  the  bill  appeals  to  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  classes,  and  telU  them  if  they  will  each 
furnish  a  man  by  cootract,  they  will  be  exempt 
from  the  draught.  Well,  sir,  what  if  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  classes  should  not  be  sufficiently  strong 
to  induce  them  to  procure  their  man  by  contract? 
The  only  remedy  which  the  bill  provides  in  that 
case  is,  for  them  to  resort  to  the  draught.  -  Sir, 
who  is  authorized  to  make  this  draught  1  I  find, 
by  the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  the  bill,  that 
the  classes  are  each  imperatively  called  on  to  fur- 
nish a  man  for  two  years,  either  by  draught  or 
contract.  I  find  no  militia  officer  authorized  to 
make  the  draught,  nor  any  other  person  except 
the  class  itself.  Hence,  however  novel  and  sub- 
versive of  all  military  and  militia  principles  of 
procedure  this  provision  may  appear,  I  must  con- 
elude,  that  the  classes  alone  are  authorized  to 
make  the  draught. 

Will  the  classes  make  the  draught  under  the 
novel  and  extraordinary  provisions  of  this  billl 
I  imagine  they  will  not,  sir.  First,  because  no 
bounty  is  offered  them  for  procuring  their  men  by 
contract  i  and,  secondly,  because  no  penalty  what- 
ever is  required  of  them  for  omitting  to  raise  their 
men  by  contract,  nor  for  refusing  to  make  the 
draught.  Sir,  I  will  quit  this  part  of  the  subject 
for  the  present,  in  order  to  make  some  further  ob- 
servations on  the  details  of  the  bill ;  but  1  purpose 
to  touch  upon  it  again  before  I  sit  down. 

By  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  every  command- 
ing officer  of  a  company  of  infantry  is  called  upon 
to  enter  upon  his  muster  roll  every  person  subject 
to  militia  duty  within  the  beat  or  district  com- 
prehending his  company,  whether  of  artillery, 
cavalry,  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  volunteers,  or 
by  whatever  other  denomination  distinguished, 
which  muster  roll  is  to  be  made  on  ^ath  and  re- 
turned to  the  commander  of  the  battalion  or  regi- 
ment to  which  he  belongs,  and  by  such  com- 
mander to  the  brigade  inspector,  and  by  him  to 
the  adjutant  general  of  the  State  or  Territory ; 
whereupon,  all  the  militia  of  every  description 
entered  upon  such  muster  roll  shall  in  like  man- 
ner be  subject  to  classification,  for  the  purposes 
of  draught  or  contribution  required  by  the  act. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  I  would  inquire  for  what 
purpose  the  commanders  of  companies  of  in&ntry 
are  called  upon  to  enrol  those  of  other  corps?  I 
know  that  it  has  been  said,  that  the  other  corps 
being  scattered  over  a  more  extensive  territory, 
would  not  so  expeditiously  be  called  out  by  their 
own  officers,  as  they  would  be  by  the  provisions 
of  this  bill|  against  which  statement  I  must  most 
peremptorily  protest.  I  have  been  a  long  time  in 
the  militia,  and  have  had  the  superintendence  of 
many  draughts  from  it  for  public  service,  and  I 
am  compelled  to  assure  you,  that  the  officers  of 
these  select  corps,  to  their  honor  be  it  spoken, 
have  always  on  such  occasions  been  active,  per- 
severing, and  prompt,  in  procuring  their  men, 
and  quite  as  early  in  making  their  returns  as  the 


officers  of  the  infantry,  whose  commands  were 
much  more  compact.  Besides,  sir,  I  do  conceive 
that  you  are  imposing  upon  the  commanders  of 
infantry  companies  a  duty  which  does  not  de- 
volve upon  them  in  virtue  of  their  commissions, 
the  oath  they  have  taken,  or  the  tenure  of  the 
office  they  hold.  And,  sir,  if  they  should  attempt 
to  carry  into  effect  the  mandates  of  this  bill,  in 
regard  to  the  members  of  select  corps,  I  know  of 
no  couiititutional,  legal,  or  military  principle 
which  would  enable  them  to  do  it.  The  officers 
and  men  composing  these  select  corps,  so  far  as  I 
know,  are  honorable  men,  at  all  times  willing  to 
do  their  cJuty^,  and  you  must  conceive,  sir,  that 
the  degradation  imposed  upon  them  by  this  bill 
must  be  very  mortifving  to  them. 

That  part  of  the  third  section  which  directs  the 
commanders  of  battalions  and  regiments  to  make 
their  returns  of  enrolments  to  the  brigade  in- 
spector, is  unmilitary  and  highly  improper.  It 
compels  them  to  make  their  returns  to  an  officer 
below  them  in  rank,  and  that  officer  is  directed  to 
forward  the  returns  to  the  adjutant  general,  pass- 
ing by  the  brigadier  generals  and  the  major  gen- 
erals; officers  eminently  responsible  for  the  cor- 
rect performance  of  duty  by  all  the  officers  and 
soldiers  under  their  command,  and  who  always 
have  in  their  possession  documents  by  which  any 
attempt  to  commit  a  fraud  can  be  checked  and 
detected.  By  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  you  have 
no  check  upon  fraud  except  the  oaths  of  the  cap- 
tains of  infantry.  You  require  the  adjutant  gen- 
eral, by  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  to  determine 
how  many  men  shall  compose  each  class,  and  to 
apportion  the  classes  and  number  of  men  to  be 
detached  from  the  several  brigades,  regiments,  or 
battalions.  This  is  a  new  duty  assigned  to  the 
adjutant  generals,  and  one  which  I  should  ima- 
gine they  would  not  be  very  fond  of  discharging. 

When  the  adjutant  generals  have  completed 
the  duty  assigned  them,  they  are  to  transmit 
copies  of  their  doings  to  the  brigadiers,  who  are 
charged -with  a  transmittance  ot  such  copies  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  battal- 
ions, leaving  no  responsibility  for  the  correct  dis- 
tribution of  the  men  to  be  draughted  on  the  brig- 
adiersjjfior  upon  the  commanders  of  regiments  or 
battalions;  but  the  commanders  of  companies  are 
charged  with  dividing  the  men  into  classes,  con- 
formably to  the  number  assigned  to  each  class  by 
the  adjutant  general.  Here  the  militia  part  of 
the  operation  for  raising  your  men  ends.  The 
captains  are  not  charged  with  the  duty  of  even 
informing  the  men  how  they  are  classed ;  they 
are  not  directed  to  keep  a  record  of  the  classifica- 
tion, nor  to  make  return  of  their  doings  to  any 
superior  officer.  The  classes  are  then  left  to  per- 
form all  the  remaining  obligations  of  raising  the 
men,  and  that  loo  without  being  le^lly  informed 
of  whom  they  consist.  Sir,  the  third  and  fourth 
sections  of  the  bill  appear  to  me  to  be  not  only 
destitute  of  every  systematic  military  principle, 
but  in  open  hostility  to  every  military  procedure 
heretofore  in  practice,  or  which  ever  can  be  prac- 
tised with  that  degree  of  precision  and  certainty 
which  the  nature  of  this  ease  aeema  to  require. 
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A  new  path  is  inkeQ  upoo  ground  which  I  belieye 
was  D«eYer  occupied  before,  neither  in  this  or  any 
other  country,  upon  a  similar  occasion.    The  re- 
sponsibility of  your  principal  nuliiia  officers  is 
dispensed  with,  and  the  whole  ground  appears  to 
me  to  be  enveloped  in  doubt  and  uncertainty ; 
whereas  it  must  be  acknowledgedi  that  the  crisis 
demands  the  adojuion  of  the  most  prompt,  expe- 
ditiotts,  and  certain  mode  practicable  for  raising 
the  mea  and  preparing  them  for  the  field)  and 
this  can  only  be  done  by  pursuing  the  correet 
military  system  heretofore  uaifqrmly  practised 
apon  in  raising  men  by  dranght.    Permit  me  to 
stale  it,  sir.    The  President  of  the  United  Slates 
calls  on  the  iUaeaciTe  of  a  State  (say  Maasaobu- 
seus,  if  you  please)  for  a  due  proportion  of  the 
mea  to  be  raised.    The  Executive  of  the  Slate 
always  has  befote  him,  deposited  in  the  adjutant 
geneial's  office,  the  number  of  men  contained  in 
each  division  and  brigade  in  the  State ;  the  Gov- 
ernor calls  on  the  adjutant  general,  as  one  of  his 
staff,  to  apportion  the  whole  number  of  men  called 
for  aoAoag  the  several  divisions,  accord ing  to  their 
number;  for  the  correctness  of  the  apportion- 
ment the  Governor  holds  himself  responsible;  and, 
ae  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia,  he  issues 
his  general  order,  containing  the  apportionment 
among  all  the  divisions,  directing  the  major  gen- 
erals, or  oommandere  of  divisions,  to  cause  the 
mea  assigned  to  their  respective  divisions  to  be 
raised  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  law  un- 
der which  they  are  to  be  raised.    The  major 
general  apportions  the  mea  assio^ned  to  his  di- 
vision among  the  brigades  composing  the  division, 
according  to  th^ir  numbers,  and  adds  his  division 
orders,  directing  the  brigadiers  to  cause  the  men 
asai^ed  to  their  respective  brigades  to  be  raised 
id  like  mannex.    Each  brigadier  apportions  the 
meo  to  be  raised  in  his  brif^e  among  the  regi- 
in eats  and  battalions  composing  the  hngade,  ac- 
cording to  their  nuoibers,  and  adds  his  brigade 
orders,  directing  the  commanding  officers  of  regi- 
meats  aad  battalions  to  cau^e  the  men  assigned 
to  their  respective  regiments  or  battalions  to  be 
raised  in  like  manner.    Each  commanding  officer 
of  a  regiment  or  battalion  apportiona  the  men 
assigned  to  his  regiment  or  battalion  among  the 
companies  composing  such  regimeator  battalion, 
according  to  their  numbers,  and  adds  his  rej^i- 
mental  or  battalion  orders,  directing  the  captains 
or  commanding  officers  of  companies  coqi posing 
hia  regiment  ojr  battalion  to  raise  the  men  as- 
aigoed  to  them,  respectively,  in  like  manner,  and 
to  make  return  to  him  of  their  doing  jhereln 
within  a  given  time,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  men  so  raised.   All  the  orders  and  apportion- 
ments, from  the  (governor  down,  are  transmitted 
to  the  commanders  of  companies,  and  by  them 
read  to  their  respective  companies,  and  recorded 
in  the  orderly  book  of  the  company,  which  is  al- 
ways open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  who 
maf  think  himself  aggrieved  by  the  doings  of 
any  superior  officer,  and  for  correcting  any  other 
error  which  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  course  of  any  official  transaction  of 
any  officer  of  the  line.    The  officers  to  command 
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in  the  detachment  are  detailed  from  the  diviaiot, 
brigade,  and  regimental  and  battalion  rosters,  a'c- 
cording  to  their  rank  and  standing  on  the  rosier 
for  duty,  and  are  all  included  in  the  general 
return. 

All  these  pass  through  the  handb  of  the  several 
grades  of  officers  which  I  haventamed,  up  to  the 
Governor.  The  major  general,  brigadiers,  and 
commaoders  of  regiments  and  battalions  have 
their  respective  staff  officers  attached  to  tbeip) 
whose  duty  it  is  to  assist  in  apportioning  the  mea, 
in  copying  and  distributing  the  orders,  in  digeat- 
ing,  arranging,  and  transmitting  returns,  and  of 
keeping  a  fair  record  of  all  orders,  returns,  and  of 
all  other  official  proceedings  of  the  commanders 
of  the  said  corp$  in  their  said  capacities;  but  the 
commanding  officers  of  corps  are  responsible  for 
tb^  accuracy  of  the  apportionment,  the  corraac- 
ness  of  the  returns,  and  all  other  official  transae* 
tions  done  and  performed  by  them.  I  should  not 
have  troubled  the  Senate  with  these  details,  had 
I  not  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
the  arrangement  for  raising  the  men  pointed  oat 
by  the  bill  is  wholly  impracticable,  and  that  a 
better  course  might  and  ought  to  be  pursued. 
The  mode  of  procedure  which  I  have  named,  I 
conceive  to  be  founded  in  strict  military  princi- 
ples. It  engages  the  assistance  and  retains  the 
responsibility  which  by  law  is  justly  imposed 
upon  every  officer  of  the  militia,  from  the  Gov- 
ernor to  the  commander  of  a  company,  it  secures 
to  you  ample  means  for  correcting  any  error,  and 
for  detecting  any  fraud  which  may  take  place  in 
the  apportionment;  raising  the  men,  or  in  the  re- 
turns. It  affords  means  oy  which  the  Govern- 
ment can  at  all  times  ascertaia  the  exact  number 
of  men  which  they  have  engaaed  for  the  public 
service,  easy  and  generally  well  understood. 

Sir,  in  regard  to  the  fifth  section  of.  the  bill,  I 
will  only  say,  that  the  organization  of  the  men 
detached  into  divisipns,  brigades, /'egiments,  and 
companies,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  prop- 
erly vested  in  the  Governors  of  the  States  and 
Territories,  than  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Toe  Governors  must  know  better  than 
the  President  can  know,  the  local  situation  of  the 
officers  detailed  and  men  detached,  and  conse- 
quently are  better  qualified  to  organize  them  tp 
their  satisfaction,  and  in  a  manner  the  most  usf* 
ful  to  the  public  service. 

The  sixth  section  very  properly  provides  for  in- 
flicting a  peaalty  on  the  officers  aud  soldiers  wiw) 
shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  a  proper  officer  for 
carrying  into  effect  any  provision  of  the  bill ;  but 
this  provision  must  be  considered  as  applying  |o 
those  officers  and  soldiers  only,  who  have  been 
detailed  or  detached,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  have  no  power  to  in- 
flict punishment  on  the  militia  until  they  are 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
therefore  cannot  attach  to  any  of  the  offioeraor 
soldiers  of  the  militia  who  may  not  have  bee|i 
detached  or  detailed. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  bill  provides,  that 
the  militia  to  be  raised  under  this  bill  shall  not 
be  compelled  to  serve  beyond  the  liinus  of  i)^ 
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Stale  or  Territory  who  fufDish  them,  and  the 
limits  of  an  adjoining  State  or  Territory,  with 
the  exception  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Virginia.  Sir,  I  have  always  imagined 
that  the  United  States  composed  one  great  family 
for  the  purposes  of  national  defence;  that  if  an 
enemy  should  il^ade  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
the  forces  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  were  ne- 
cessary to  repel  such  invasion,  that  we  were 
bound  to  afford  our  aid,  and  so  vice  versa;  but, 
sir,  if  the  Senate  are  tenacious  of  retaining  the 
principles  of  this  section,  I  must  submit  to  their 
decision. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  bill  I  consider  to  be 
necessary  and  proper. 

lathe  ninth  section  of  the  bill  it  is  provided, 
that  any  three  classes  which  will  furnish  two 
men  for  the  war,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  mili- 
tia duty  required  by  the  bill.  I^ere  I  must  be  per- 
'  mitted,  sir,  to  ask  gentlemen  if  this  provision  does 
not  come  in  direct  contact  with  your  recruiting 
service  for  the  war?  Your  men  which  you  may 
calculate  on  recruiting  for  the  war  are  shrewd, 
calculating  men,  and  the  moment  this  bill  shall  be 
published  they  will  have  an  eye  to  the  bounty 
which  they  may  acquire  from  the  classes,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  given  by  the  public;  and,  sir,  will 
not  this  retard,  if  not  entirely  suspend  the  recruit- 
ing service  for  the  war,  until  it  shall  be  ascer- 
tained what  bounty  can  be  obtained  from  the 
classes?  1  apprehend  that  it  will,  sir;  and  if 
that  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  the  supension 
will  be  attended  with  very  inconvenient,  if  not 
fatal  consequences.  The  bill  allows  the  States 
or  Territories  three  months  to  furnish  the  men  in 
their  own  way ;  if  not  so  furnished  within  that  pe- 
riod, it  contemplates  that,  if  the  classification  tates 
place,  the  classes  are  allowed  twenty  days  to  pro- 
cure the  man  by  contract  before  the  draught  can 
take  place;  then,  sir^  allowing  that  the  men  are 
to  be  clateed  immediately  upon  the  transmission 
of  the  bill  to  the  States  and  Territories,  (which  I 
can  by  no  means  conceive  will  be  the  case,)  the 
recruiting  service  for  the  war' and  the  operations 
of  this  bill  are  postponed  for  at  least  one  hundred 
and  ten  da^rs  before  you  commence  the  operation 
of  law  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army,  or 
for  the  detachment  from  the  militia  provided  for 
by  the  bill,  which  will  carry  you  far  into  April, 
when  in  fact  the  situation  of  the  country  requires 
that  the  regular  army  should  be  filled,  and  the 
militia  contemplated  by  this  act  organized  and 
ready  to  take  the  field,  before  the  commencement 
of  the  operation  of  the  one  or  the  other  system. 
But,  sir,  if  all  the  effects  contemplated  by  the 
friends  to  this  bill,  in  regard  to  filling  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  army,  should  be  realized,  what 
would  be  the  consequence  ?  Why,  sir,  instead  of 
the  force  of  142,000  men.  contemplated  by  the 
committee  as  the  necessary  force  with  which  you 
odght  to  open  the  next  campaign,  you  have  109,- 
000  only ;  for,  sir,  taking  it  for  granted,  that  we 
have  now  only  40,000  regular  troops  in  the  field, 
22,000  is  wanting  to  fill  up  that  establishment; 
consequently,  if  22,000  men  should  be  procured  by 
the  classes  pointed  out  in  this  bill,  33,000  classes 


would  be  exempt  from  the  services  required  by 
this  bill,  which  would  reduce  the  whole  number 
of  men  to  b^  brought  into  the  field,  as  I  have 
stated,  to  109,000.  The  tenth  section  provides 
for  the  supposition  contained  in  it,  that  more  than 
men  enough  to  fill  the  regular  army  may  be 
raised  for  the  war  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 
That  I  imagine,  sir,  is  a  supposition  which  it  is 
scarely  necessary  to  provide  for;  bnt  it  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  should  the  idea  be  realized,  it  is 
calculated  to  reduce  the  number  of  men  contem- 
plated for  the  field  the  next  campaign,  to  the 
amount  of  one-third  of  the  whole  number  con- 
tained in  the  surplus  so  raised,  and  consequently, 
instead  of  yourhaviog  109,000 men — which  I  must 
agree,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  is  an  adequate  number — no  tnlin 
can  divine  how  far  below  that  number  your  force 
is  to  be  reduced,  by  the  very  uncertain  operation 
of  this  bill.  Sir,  while  I  am  upon  this  part  of  the 
subjfct,  permit  me  again  to  revert  to  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  is,  in  a  considerable  degree, 
connected  with  it.  That  section,  in  violation  or 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  1795,  which  1  have 
quoted  and  which  is  now  in  force,  and  been  uni* 
formly  practised  upon  from  the  passage  of  the  law 
to  this  time,  subjects  all  the  militiamen  who  have 
rendered  service  in  the  present  war,  be  it  ever  so 
eminent,  to  the  same  chance  of  the  draught,  as  it 
does  those  who  have  never  rendered  any  service, 
totally  subverting  the  precious  principle  of  that 
law  which  provides  for  a  general  rotaiion  of  ses* 
vice:  and,  sir,  this  vital  error  in  the  bill  seems  to 
be  acknowledged  by  the  same  section,  inasmuch 
as  it  goes  on  to  provide  that  all  former  services 
shall  be  deducteid  from  the  term  of  service  for 
which  they  may  be  draughted  nnder  this  bill. 
Well, sir,  what  becomes  of  the  permanency  of  the 
troops  to  be  raised  under  the  bill  ?  Why,  sir,  it 
vanishes  like  a  vapor,  and  leaves  no  real  substance 
behind.  The  militiamen  which  are  made  subject 
to  this  draught,  and  which  have  rendered  services, 
are  many ;  probably  some  of  them  may  have 
served  for  two  years,  and  some  for  eighteen 
months.  And  I  know,  sir,  that  many  of  them 
have  seirved  for  one  year,  some  for  nine,  six,  and 
three  months.  Then  you  go  on  to  make  year 
organization  upon  the  principles  of  the  bill,  your 
officers  are  all  detailed  to  command  the  detach* 
ment,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  organiza*^ 
tion.  It  may  appear  that  some  of  the  men  de- 
tached have  already  served  for  two  years;  they 
must  immediately  be  discharged,  some  most  no 
doubt  be  discharged  in  six  months,  and  1  know 
that  many  must  be  discharged  at  the  end  of  one 
year,  at  the  end  of  eighteen  months,  and  at  the 
end  of  twenty^one  months.  Thus,  sir,  the  per- 
manency of  your  establishment  will  be  gradually 
reduced  as  it  relates  to  the  men ;  but  no  provision 
is  made  for  reducing  the  ofiicers  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. No,  sir,  thev  are  to  remain  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  consequently  in  the  pav  of  the  nation, 
until  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  they  were 
detailed,  unless  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  undertake  to  discharge  them,  without  im- 
puting to  them  any  fault  within  their  power  to 
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control,  which  I  should  not  imagine  would  be 
likely  to  take  place.  This  is  the  pretended  sys- 
tem of  permaneocy  in  your  Military  Establish- 
mentj  reduced  by  the  bill  itself  to  insignificance 
and  oocertainty.  Besides,  sir.  it  is  orovided  that 
the  officer  making  the  draught  shall  make  report 
to  the  Department  of  War  of  all  persons  draught- 
ed by  him,  who  have  performed  a  tour  of  duty 
specified  in  the  act.  But  who  is  the  officer  who 
18  to  make  this  return  to  the  Secretary  of  War  ? 
I  find  no  officer  designated  to  make  the  draught ; 
consequently  none  can  be  authorized  to  make  re- 
turn to  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  must  therefore 
be  left  with  the  classes  to  do  it,  in  which  case  a 
correspondence  of  eighty  thousaud  may  be  opened, 
and  in  all  probability  of  not  less  than  twenty 
thousand  will  be  opened  between  the  classes  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  upon  this  particular  sub- 
ject, when  according  to  the  mode  of  raising  the 
pen  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  name,  should 
it  be  adopted,  each  captain  would  be  under  obli* 
gattoa  to  make  this  statement  in  his  return, 
throuii^h  the  proper  channel,  to  the  GbTernors. 
The  Governors  might  direct  the  adjutant  generals 
to  make  out  an  abstract  of  these  returns  from  the 
captains,  and  transmit  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
which  would  open  with  him  a  little  over  twenty 
correspondents,  instead  of  at  least  twenty  thou- 
sand. And  for  my  own  part,  sir,  I  cannot  see 
why  the  Governors  of  the  States  and  Territories 
should  not  be  vested  with  the  authority  of  deci- 
ding this  question,  without  troubling  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  with  it,  upon  their  being  responsible 
for  the  return  being  made  of  their  doings  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  information  of  the 
General  Government. 

Sir,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  point  out  to 
the  Senate  my  own  ideas  of  what  I  conceive  to 
be  errors^  both  in  principle  and  detail,  contained 
in  the  hill.  If  it  should  pass  the  Senate  in  its 
present  form,  I  shall  very  much  regret  it. 

I  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  give  my  vote 
against  any  measure  calculated  to  promote  the 
object  of  general  defence ;  but,  sir,  I  do  not  con- 
ceive that  this  bill  is  calculated  to  further  that 
object  in  the  most  desirable  and  practicable 
manner. 

I  do  consider,  sir,  that  the  bill  commences  with 
anosoal  and  arbitrary  principles,  never  before  at- 
tempted to  be  imposed  on  the  militia  of  this  couo^ 
try  since  its  first  settlement  by  civilized  man. 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  as  I  have  endeavored  to 
show,  that  it  contains  principles  of  the  roost  deadly 
hostility  to  the  correct  military  principles,  now 
in  practice  in  the  militia,  for  raising  men  for  pub- 
lic service.  It  dispenses  with  the  responsibility 
of  the  principal  militia  officers  in  raising  men,  and 
thereby  leaves  the  Government  at  all  times  in  a 
state  of  entire  uncertainty  relative  to  the  number 
engaged  for  the  service.  It  is  an  extremely  impol- 
itic measure,  inasmuch  as  it  takes  new  and  unex- 
plored ground  for  its  basis,  which  may,  and  I 
presume  will,  be  disgusting  to  the  people,  at  a 
time,  too,  when  their  most  cordial  co-operation 
with  the  Government  is  eminently  necessary,  to  I 
enable  you  to  effect  the  great  object  which  you  I 


have  in  view.  In  its  most  prominent  features,  I 
conceive  that  every  discerning  eye,  not  a  member 
of  this  Senate,  will,  at  first  view,  perceive  the 
most  manifest  injustice  exhibited  to  individuals 
of  the  militia — they  are  indiscriminately  to  be 
subjected  to  the  draught  for  two  years,  whatever 
may  be  their  situation  or  circumstances  in  life. 
Those  who  have  heretofore  rendered  services 
have  the  miserable  consolation  onlv,  of  being  told, 
that  their  former  term  of  serFice  shall  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  two  years,  while  the  honorable  prin- 
ciple of  rotation,  now  existing  by  law,  is  totally 
disregarded.  And  inasmuch  as  the  militia,  not 
possessing  more  than  one-third  of  the  property  of 
the  nation,  are  called  on  to  furnish  all  the  pecu- 
niary means  of  procuring  the  men,  if  procured 
by  contract ;  and  all  others,  possessing  two-thirds 
of  the  property  of  the  nation,  and  not  subject  to 
be  called  on  to  render  personal  service,  are  entirely 
exonerated  from  the  burdens  of  this  draught. 

And,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  high,  unusual 
ground  which  it  assumes  to  take,  I  must  confess 
that  in  my  opinion  it  has  sown  in  it  the  seeds  of 
its  own  destruction,  which  are  so  deep  rooted, 
that  I  imagine  they  cannot  fail  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject. '  It  dispenses  with  all  the  responsibility  of 
your  principal  militia  officers,  as  has  been  before 
observed ;  it  inflicts  no  penalty  on  the  classes  for 
omitting  to  raise  men  for  the  war,  for  omitting 
to  raise  men  by  contract,  nor  for  omitting  to  raise 
them  by  draught ;  and  as  no  officer  or  other  per- 
son is  authorized  to  make' the  draught,  besides  the 
classes,  I  consider  the  whole  system  as  resolving 
into  a  recommendation,  upon  the  patriotism  of  the 
States  and  Territories,  and  upon  the  patriotism 
of  the  classes,  which  lam  apprehensive  must  fail 
of  furnishing  you  eighty  thousand  men.  The 
system,  therefore,  appears  to  me  to  be  inefficient, 
and  totally  incompetent  to  effect  the  object  which 
I  am  9ure  the  Senate  have  in  riew.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, from  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this 
subject,  I  think  the  Senate  must  perceive  that  it 
is  impracticable  for  me  to  vote  in  favor  of  it  in 
its  present  shape.  Unless  it  shall  undergo  a  rad- 
ical change  in  its  principles  and  details,  I  must 
vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Daogett,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  By  this  bill,  the  President  is 
authorized  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and 
Territories  for  their  respective  quotas  of  80,430 
militia,  to  serve  for  two  years,  unless  sooner  dis* 
charged.  They  are  to  constitute  part  of  the  reg- 
ular Army  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  treated 
in  every  respect  as  such,  with  the  exception  that 
they  cannot  be  compelled  to  serve  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State  or  Territory  furnishing  them, 
and  the  limits  of  an  adjoining  State  or  Territory, 
and  that  the  officers  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
State  or  Territorial  authorities.  The  object  of 
this  force  is  declared  to  be  "the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States."  [The  words  at 
the  end  of  the  title,  "against  invasion,"  were 
inserted  after  the  bill  had  passed.]  _ 

The  principle  is  assumed,  that  Congveas  may 
by  law,  order  the  militia  of  the  several  Stale 
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into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  defend 
their  frontiers  and  garrison  their  fortresses  for 
two  years,  or  for  any  other  definite  period,  or  dur- 
ing the  war,  provided  the  country  is  invaded,  or 
in  imminent  danger  of  invasion.  This  country, 
while  engaged  in  war  with  any  nation  which  can 
send  either  fleets  or  armies  against  it,  will  always 
be  in  such  condition,  and  consequently  the  mili- 
tia are  subject  to  the  control  of  Congress.  There 
is  no  limit,  say  the  advocates  of  this  (aw,  to  the 
power  of  Congress  over  the  militia,  in  time  of 
war,  except  that  they  must  be  officered  by  the 
States.  A  conscription  is  thus  justified.  It  is 
openly  avowed  by  the  same  gentlemen  as  proper, 
just,  and  legal.  I  think  these  conclusions  are 
fairljr  deduced  from  the  premises.  If  the  power 
of  this  Government  over  the  militia  is  in  time  of 
war  unlimited,  it  does  indeed  follow,  that  the  free* 
men  of  this  country,  who  are  subject  to  the  duties 
of  militiamen,  may  be  converted  into  soldiers  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  during  the  war,  or 
for  any  definite  period.  The  exception  that  they 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  go  from  the  State,  or  an 
adjoining  State,  is  a  matter  of  form,  and  not  of 
righL  They  may  be  ordered  to  Canada,  or  to 
any  more  remote  region.  But.  sir,  this  whole  doc- 
trine is  unconstitutional;  it  is  an  outrage,  upon 
its  face  and  its  principles  and  provisions,  upon  the 
undoubted  rights  of  freemen,  and  upon  the  char- 
ter of  our  liberties. 

That  the  powers  of  this  Government  are  lim- 
ited— that  those  not  granted  are  reserved — are 
positions  sane tioued  by  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  universally  admitted.  The  entire 
control  over  the  militia,  previous  to  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  was  in  the  States.  All  that 
control,  except  what  has  been  delegated  to  the 
United  States^  remains.  There  is  no  article  in 
the  Constitution  delegating  a  general  powejr. 
Every  word  employed  on  the  subject  shows  that 
it  is  limited.  '*  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
'  vide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
'  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
^  repel  invasions."  Why  give  power  to'  call 
forth  the  militia  in  those  exigencies,  if  the  en- 
tire authority  over  them  was  elsewhere  given  7 
The  absurdity  is  too  apparent  to  admit  of  argu- 
ment or  illustration.  Again:  *' Congress  shall 
'  have  power  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
'  and  disciplining,  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
^  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
'  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  reserving  to  the 
'  States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the  offi- 
\  cers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia, 
'  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Con- 
'  gress."  In  other  language,  it  may  provide  for 
arranging  them  into  companies,  battalions,  regi- 
ments, brigades,  and  divisions.  It  may  provide 
that  they  shall  be  armed,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  shall  be  done — prescribe  the  discipline  to  be  pur- 
sued, and  make  laws  for  governing  them  while  in 
that  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  which  they 
might  be  called  forth,  in  the  cases  before  speci- 
fied. AH  this  Congress  may  do,  to  establish  that 
uniformity  and  order  which  are  so  essential  to  a 
well-regulated  militia.    This  is  the  obvious  and 


just  meaning  of  the  clause.  Again  :  "The  Pre*- 
'  ident  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armf 
'  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  mill- 
'  tia  of  the  several  States,  when  called  into  the 
'  actual  service  of  the  United  States."  In  these 
articles  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  and  the 
President  are  everywhere  limited,and  everywhere 
the  power  of  the  States  is  apparent.  The  mili- 
tia cannot  be  called  forth  as  a  regular  army  at  all 
—-they  may  he  oalled  as  a  militia.  They  cannoc 
be  trained  or  officered,  in  any  ease,  except  under 
the  authority  of  the  States,  nor  commanded  even 
by  the  President,  except  when  called  forth  In  the 
exigencies  specified..  Who  can  discover  in  these 
provisions  a  pretence  for  asserting  that  the  mili- 
tia are  constitutionally  subjected  to  the  general 
control  of  Congress  1 

But,  sir,  to  prove  the  conttitationality  of  thU 
bill,  its  friends  rely  on  those  claases  which  give 
to  Congress  the  right  "to  raise  and  support 
armies"  and  ^  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mi- 
litia in  the  cases  mentioned."  These  are  distinet 
and  independent  powers  and  are  always  so  con* 
sidered.  If  the  first  gave  to  Congress  any  au- 
thority over  the  militia  as  such,  it  gave  a  gene* 
ral  authority,  and  if  so,  the  subsequent  provisioas 
regarding  them,  are  worse  than  useless— they 
tend  only  to  perplex  and  bewilder.  The  truth 
is,  this  clause  has  no  reference  to  the  militia  any 
more  than  to  physicians,  lawyers,  or  merchants. 
It  authorizes  Congress  to  raise  and  support  ar- 
mies, in  a  manner  and  by  means  consistent  with 
the  ffreat  principles  of  civil  liberty,  known  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  adopted  and  deemed 
sacred  in  all  free  Governments.  But  it  is  utterly 
inconsistent  with  those  principles  to  compel  any 
man  to  become  a  soldier  for  life,  during  a  war, 
or  for  any  fixed  time.  In  Great  Britain,  a  war- 
like nation,  a  nation  often  the  theme  of  reproach 
here  for  the  tyranny  of  the  Government,  no  saoh 
practice  is,  or  can  be,  resorted  to ;  the  people 
would  revolt  at  it;  they  would  shake  a  throne 
which  should  attempt  it.  It  is  alike  odious  here, 
and  I  hope  it  will  remain  so. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  nation  is  invaded  ; 
a  ease  of  invasion— ia  specified  case  exists,  and, 
by  the  second  mentioned  power,  the  militia  may 
be  called  forth,  it  is  true  the  militia  may  be 
called  forth  to  "  repel  invasions,"  It  cannot  es- 
eape  observation,  that  the  words  employed  by  the 
Constitution,  *^  to  repel  invasions,"  seem  quite  un- 
like the  words  in  this  bill,  "'  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers,"  still  less  are  they  descriptive  of 
the  object  for  which  the  gentlemen  are  oblised 
to  contend  the  militia  may  be  called  forth.  They 
declare  that  so  long  as  there  is  invasion  or  im- 
minent danger  of  invasion,  and  this  will  be  our 
condition  during  the  existence  of  the  war,  the 
militia  may  be  converted  into  an  army  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  and  support  the  war. 
Why  did  not  the  great,  wise,  and  good  men,  as 
they  are  justly  characterized  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Giles,)  use  language  ex- 
pressive of  such  an  idea  ?  Why  did  they  not  say, 
that  in  time  of  war,  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
,  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  support  it  1 
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Again,  sir,  the  militia  maf  be  called  forth  to 
repel  inTaneiis,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  UnioD, 
and  to  suppress  insurrections.  These  occasions 
are,  with  good  reasons,  joined.  In  their  nature, 
upon  thesochidest  and  fairest  definitions,  they  are 
eiDei]^Bcies,  sudden  and  unexpected,  and  there- 
fore incapable  of  being  met  by  a  regular  army. 
The  wisdom  of  the  Convention  dictated  provision 
in  case  of  such  occurrences.  To  make  such  pro- 
vision by  a  standing  arm^r,  always  to  be  dreaded, 
and  the  subject  of  unceasing  reprobation  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  would  have  been 
anwise  and  impracticable.  These  were  the 
views  of  the  venerable  men  who  formed  and 
adopted  the  Constitution.  It  never  entered  their 
minds,  that  in  providing  to  repel  invasions  and 
suppress  insurrections,  and  to  execute  the  laws, 
they  were  furnishing  the  nation  with  the  means 
of  sustaining  a  war,  especially  an  offensive  war. 
lo  this  light  was  the  subject  considered  in  the 
State  conventions,  and  had  the  doctrines  here 
advanced  been  deemed  the  legitimate  interpreta- 
tions of  that  Constitution,  it  would  have  been 
rejected  by  every  State  in  the  Union. 

Again,  sir,  did  the  Convention  intend  to  ^i ve  to 
Congress  the  power  of  converting  the  militia  into 
an  army,  and  yet  reserve  to  the  States  the  power 
of  appointing  the  officers?  It  is  unquestionable 
that  neither  the  President  nor  Congress  can  grant 
a  commission.  You  have  then  an  army  without 
the  power  of  giving  to  it  officers,  an  army  which 
may  be  kept  together,  or  disbanded  for  the  defect 
•f  officers,  at  the  pleasure  of  eighteen  soverefgn 
States.  With  such  an  army,  you  might  repel 
an  invasion,  or  suppress  insurrections,  or  cause 
the  laws  to  be  executed,  but  you  cannot  carry  on 
a  war. 

This  bill  is  not  only  unconstitutional,  but  it  is 
unequal,  unjust,  and  oppressive.    By  the  second 
section,  the  militia  are  to  be  divided  into  classes, 
and  each  class  is  compelled  to  furnish  a  man,  one 
of  their  number,  or  a  substitute,  to  serve  as  a  sol- 
dier for  two  years.    It  affects  no  citizen  who  is 
over  forty-five  years  of  age — no  exempt  from  mil- 
itary duty,  no  commissioned  officer,  except  such 
as  tne  State  shall  select  to  command,  and  those 
it  obliges  to  serve,  in  all  events ;  it  includes  ap- 
prentices, poor  men,  and  those  of  every  occupa- 
tion, between  eighteen  and  forty-five  vears  of 
age.    To  illustrate  these  ideas,  I  will  asK  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  its  operation  upon  the 
State  of  Connecticut.    The  quota  of  that  State 
is  about  three  thousand  and  ten.    Its  militia  con- 
sists of  about  twenty  thousand  non-commissioned 
officers  and  pritates ;  there  are  not  less  than  forty- 
eight  thousand  males  above  eighteen,  and  under 
forty-five ;  add  to  these  the  males  over  forty-five, 
and  it  will  be  seen  what  proportion  of  the  male 
population  over    eiglReen  is  subjected  to  this 
draught.    Of  the  property,  I  believe,  five-sixths, 
or  more,  is  possesse'd  by  the  exempts.    In  these 
twenty  thousand  militia  are  to  be  found  appren- 
tices, day  laborers,  mechanics,  and  farmers.    Of 
these,  one  in  seven  is,  by  this  bill,  forced  into  the 
army  for  two  years,  or  the  seven  are  compelled 
to  procure  a  substitute.    The  soldier  is  allowed 


no  bounty,  either  in  land  or  money.  He  is  td  re* 
ceive  his  clothing,  subsistence,  and  eight  dollars 
per  month ;  not  more  than  half  the  sum  to  be  ob- 
tained by  laboring  peacefullv  id  the  ordinary 
occupations  at  home.  It  will  be  readily  seen, 
that  while  the  United  State  give  a  bounty  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  as  is 
established  in  the  bill  which  has  just  passed  the 
Senate,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars 
in  money,  no  substitute  can  be  obtained  for  less 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  dol* 
lars.  Seven  of  the  militia,  in  this  view  of  the 
subject,  are  compelled  to  ])ay  from  thirty  to  forty 
dollars  each,  or  one  of  their  number  is  to  become 
a  soldier  for  two  years,  while  the  wealthy  ex- 
empt is  no  otherwise  affected  than  he  is  obliged, 
with  them,  to  bear  his  proportion  of  public  taxes ) 
and  thus  on  twenty  thousand,  of  the  least  affluent 
part  of  the  community,  a  burden  is  imposed  of 
about  $75,000.  The  officer,  also,  who  is  appoint- 
ed by  the  authority  of  the  state,  and  detailed  to 
this  service,  is  not  at  liberty  to  procure  a  substi- 
tute; he  must  become  an  inmate  of  a  camp  for 
two  years.  Thus  the  apprentice  may  be  forced 
away  from  his  work-shop,  for  a  period  which 
will  affect  his  whole  future  life,  the  poor  man 
must  leave  his  family  helpless,  the  young  farmer 
or  mechanic  relinquish  his  business,  to  be  ne- 
glected or  ruined,  or  pay  an  enormous  tax,  a^d 
the  officer,  be  his  condition  what  it  may,  is  to 
spend  ti^o  years  in  an  army,  subject  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war.  Is  this  equality?  Is  this 
justice?  Is  it  not  oppression  and  tyranny  of  no 
ordinary  character  T  If  anj  position  be  so  true 
as  to  admit  of  no  doubt,  it  is,  that,  in  support  of 
burdens  created  by  war,  the  people  should  be 
taxed  according  to  their  property.  This  bill  is  a 
palpable  departure  from  that  rule  of  political 
justice. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  our  country  is  in  ffreat 
peril ;  men  must  be  had,  the  Army  must  be  filled. 
What  then  ?  Are  these  reasons  for  resorting  to 
unconstitutional  and  oppressive  measures  ?  The 
plea  of  necessity  is  too  old,  too  well  character ized, 
too^ell  understood  to  be  admitted.  This  people 
have  seen  times  of  imminent  danger.  In  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  where  destruction  assailed 
us  on  all  sides,  when  did  we,  for  a  moment,  ad- 
mit these  doctrines !  The  people  were,  in  some 
States,  classed  and  draughted,  but  for  only  short 
periods,  and  upon  principles  totally  dissimilar  to 
those  contained  in  this  hill.  £very  man  was 
included  and  obliged  to  contribute.  In  Great 
Britain,  whence  we  derive  many  of  our  maxims, 
usages,  and  laws,  and  whence  too  we  have  deriveu 
the  law  for  calling  forth  the  militia  in  the  cases 
specified,  every  poor  man  with  one  child  or  more, 
ail  apprentices,  and  many  others,  are  exempted 
from  liability  to  be  called  out  to  repel  invasions. 
Are  we  less  attentive  to  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  people,  than  the  nation  towards  which  so 
much  invective  is  constantly  uttered? 

The  bill  is  incapable  of  being  executed,  as  well 
as  unconstitutional  and  unjust.  It  proceeds  en- 
tirely upon  the  idea  that  the  State  governments 
will  lend  their  aid  to  carry  it  into  effect.    If  they 
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refuse,  it  becoines  inoperative.  Now,  sir,  will 
the  Executives  who  believe  it  a  violation  of  the 
CoostitutioD,  assist  in  its  execution?  I  tell  you 
they  will  not.  No  one  denies  that  the  State  gov- 
ernments have  some  power  over  their  militia; 
ali  admit  that  they  have,  at  least,  a  power  con- 
current with  that  of  the  United  States.  It  is  so 
admitted  in  this  debate ;  the  limits,  however,  it  is 
said,  are  not,  and  cannot  be  denied.  Of  one  thing 
you  may  be  certain,  that  the  captain  general  and 
commander-in-chief  of  the  militarv  force  of  a 
State,  will  not  readily  yield  the  whole  or  any  por- 
tion of  that  force  to  the  United  States,  to  become 
a  part  of  a  regular  army,  and  thus  consent  to  an- 
nihilate the  power  of  the  State  over  its  militia. 
For  such  a  claim  you  must  show  him  a  warrant 
in  the  Constitution.  If  you  differ  with  him  as  to 
the  interpretation  of  that  instrument,  he  is  at  lib- 
erty to  construe  it  for  himself;  yours  is  a  limited 
authority  over  the  subject,  the  gefieral  authority 
is  in  the  State.  He  is  bound  to  maintain  its  law- 
ful rights  and  privileges.  He  would  be  i/n worthy 
of  his  station  if  he  surrendered  them.  It  would 
be  a  flagrant  violation  of  duty  to  execute  an  order 
which  he  deemed  repugnant  to  the  Constitution. 

We  are  told^  however,  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  that  this  bill 
will  be  popular.  Let  me  assure  that  gentleman 
he  is  mistaken ;  in  New  England  it  will  be  viewed 
with  extreme  horror.  An  opinion  there  prevails, 
is  enffraven  on  every  heart,  it  will  live,  you  can- 
not destroy  it.  that  no  freeman  is  to  be  made  a 
soldier  in  your  army  by  compulsion.  It  is  abhor- 
rent to  all  the  enlightened  and  independent  peo- 
ple, of  all  parties  and  sects.  They  too  well 
know  and  too  highly  appreciate  the  privileges  of 
freemen  to  approve  a  conscription,  however  dis- 
guised. 

Once  more:  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
have  peculiar  reasons  for  withholding  their  assent 
to  laws,  for  calling  out  their  militia.  Those  al- 
ready draughted  into  your  service,  have  neither 
been  subsisted  nor  paid  h^  the  United  States.  I 
will  s|)eak  particularly  ol  Connecticut.  On  the 
first  of  July  last,  the  President  requested  of  the 
Executive  of  that  State  to  furnish  three  hundred 
thousand  men,  with  a  major  general  and  other 
officers,  as  its  proportion  of  ninety-three  thousand 
militia  required  from  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
ritories. The  quota  was  detached  and  organized. 
On  the  first  of  August  following;,  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Cushing,  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
commanding  at  New  London,  requested  of  the 
Executive  the  major  part  of  the  detachment  thus 
organized,  and  that  they  might  be  under  a  briga- 
dier general,  and  subjected  to  his  (General  Cush- 
I  ing's)  command.  As  there  was  then  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  of  the  militia,  more 
than  a  brigadier's  commana,  and  as  a  majority  of 
the  major  general's  command  was  now  called  for, 
the  major  general  was,  with  manifest  propriety, 
directed  to  accompany  his  men,  and  of  course  it 
became  his  duty  to  command.  General  Cushing, 
commanding  in  that  district,  (how,  and  by  what 
authority  established  as  a  military  district  is  not 
now  the  subject  of  inquiry,)  refused  to  acknowl- 


edge the  militia  as  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  pay  or  subsist  them,  assigning  as  a 
reason,  that  a  major  general  could  not  be  recog- 
nised when  any  number  less  than  four  thousand 
is  required;  though,  on  the  first  of  July,  as  before 
stated,  three  thousaiid  with  a  major  general  had 
been  called  for  and  detached,  and  though  the 
brigadier  assigning  this  reason  had  not  then  men 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  colonel's  command.  This 
course  was  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  The  militia  however,  did  not 
abandon  the  defence  of  the  State  and  nation,  but 
remained  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  en- 
lightened and  patriotic  Chief  Maffistraie  of  that 
State,  and  have  been  subsisted  and  paid  out  of  its 
treasury.  I  will  not  consent  to  any  bill  like  that 
on  your  table,  till  justice  shall  have  been  done  to 
a  State  whicli  has  ever  been  among  the  first  to 
perform  all  her  Constitutional  engagements. 

I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  on  another  ground. 
It  is  declared  to  be  its  object,  to  relieve  the  regu- 
lar Army  from  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  that 
it  may  be  employed  in  the  conquest  of  the  Uana- 
das.  I  doubt  if  this  object  can  be  effected  with- 
out first  securing  the  command  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence. Our  success  as  yet  is  not  very  flattering. 
Without  detracting  from  the  hard-earned  fame 
of  our  Army,  or  the  brilliant  achievements  of  our 
Navy  on  the  Lakes,  that  country  remains  entirely 
in  full  possession  of  the  enemy.  After  an  im- 
mense loss  of  money  and /life,  the  great  work  is 
yet  undone. 

The  project,  in  my  judgment,  is  inexpedient  if 
practicable.  The  result  would  not  be  worth  the 
sacrifice — it  would  not  contribute  towards  a  peace,, 
an  object  near  the  heart  of  every  good  man. 
Great  Britain  is  pronounced  by  gentlemen  to  be 
a  wise,  powerful,  and  haughty  nation.  True,  sir, 
and  when  has  she  been  driven  into  terms  of  peace 
by  the  invasion  of  one  of  her  provinces  ?  Should 
we  succeed  in  this  attempt,  would  her  pride  be 
so  far  subdued  as  to  lessen  her  demands  ?  Is  it 
not  far  more  probable  that  such  an  event  might 
induce  her  to  lay  in  wide  and  dreadful  destruc- 
tion an  invaluable  seacoast?  At  such  a  price 
the  Canadas  would  be  purchased  at  too  great  a 
sacrifice.  She  retaliates  by  no  strict  rules.  It  is 
not  with  her,  "  an  eye  for  ag  eye,  and  a  tooth  for 
a  tooth  ^"  but  a  head  for  an  eye,  a  body  for  a 
tooth.  The  Parliament  House  at  Little  York 
was  destroyed,  and  she  burnt  your  Capitol. 

We  are  solemnly  warned  of  our  danger  by  the 
friends  of  this  measure,  and  asked,  if  we  shall 
stand  still  and  suffer  our  country  to  be  desolated  1 
We  answer,  no ',  raise  armies  if  you  please,  to  any 
extent,  by  equal  and  Constitutional  methods — arm 
every  stick  of  timber  that  can  float.  Let  the 
Navy,  once  despised,  give  new  proofs,  if  possible, 
of  her  skill  and  valor;  strilfte  home  at  the  com*> 
merce  of  the  enemy.  This  is  our  true  course. 
This  will  be  felt  by  the  merchant  and  manufac- 
turer, and  their  voices  will  be  heard  and  regarded 
in  the  British  cabinet.  This  is  the  only  effec- 
tual warfare  which  we  can  maintain  offensively 
against  that  nation.  I  fear  not  the  conquest  of 
our  territory.    The  attempt  would  be  idle.    In- 
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vasion  will  be  met  and  resisted  at  the  water's 
edge,  with  success,  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
AraertcaDs  who  will  not  be  forced  into  your 
Army. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed  the 
Cbair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President:  I  am  glad,  sir,  that  the  few  ob- 
servations, which  I  made  on  a  former  day,  when 
this  bill  was  under  consideration,  have  induced 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  (Mr.  Giles,)  to  make  such  an 
ample  exposition  of  the  views  and  objects  of  that 
committee,  and  of  the  Administration.  I  deem 
it  fortanate  that,,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
discussion  of  the  bills  on  military  affairs,  we  are 
possessed  of  the  ulterior  intentions  and  designs. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  late  report,  has 
recommended  for  adoption  by  the  Legislature,  a 
plan  of  a  forcible  draught,  or  conscription,  of  the 
whole  free  male  population  of  the  United  States, 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  regular  Army. 
He  proposes  that  all  persons,  within  those  ages, 
be  formed  into  classes  of  one  hundred  each ;  and 
that  if  any  class  neglect  to  furnish  four  soldiers 
for  the  Army,  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  recruit- 
ing officer  within  thirty  days,  that  number  be 
taken  out  of  the  class  by  force ;  that  vacancies 
by  casualty,  be  supplied  in  like  manner  from  the 
class,  and  that  the  Ieg||il  bounty  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  dollars  to  each  recruit  be  assess- 
ed on  all  the  taxable  property  within  the  precinct 
of  each  class.  This  plan  must  be  presumed  to 
have  the  approbation  of  the  Administration ;  for 
it  cannot  be  supposed  the  Secretary  of  War  would 
adventure  on  a  measure  so  important,  without 
such  support  and  countenance. 

AUboogh  the  present  bill  certainly  does  not 
adopt  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  in  its  full  extent, 
and  although  the  honorable  chairman  has  said 
he  can  support  the  provisions  of  the  bill  without 
its  aid,  yet  he  has  attempted,  in  a  formal  argu- 
ment, to  maintain,  that  this  Government  has  the 
Constitutional  power,  to  be  exercised  at  discre- 
tion as  occasion  may  require,  of  placing  our  citi- 
zens, by  force,  and  for  an  unlimited  time,  in  the 
Tanks  of  the  regular  Army.    Till  lately,  such  an 
opinion  was  entertained  by  few,  if  any.    I  be- 
lieve it  was  expressed  by  none.    Great  and  sud- 
den changes  in  opinion  on  important  political  sub- 
jects are  the  usual  forerunners  of  revolutions  in 
States.    This  is  emphatically  the  case,  where  the 
force  of  Government  rests  on  common  sentiment. 
Sincerely  believing  the  doctrine  contended  for,  to 
be  unwarranted  by  the  Constitution,  and  preg- 
nant with  consequences  dangerous  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  country,  f  cannot  permit  it  to 
pass  without  attempting  its  refutation.  The  most 
monstrous  opinions,  when  announced  by  high  au- 
thority, and  supported  with  plausibility,  will,  if 
permitted  without  contradiction  to  become  fa- 
miliar to  the  mind,  in  time  lose  much  of  their 
original  deformity. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  been  pleased,  in 
a  style  somewhat  monitory,  to  caution  those  op- 
posed to  his  doctrine  to  consider  the  responsibil- 


ity they  must  encounter  in  obstructing  the  mea- 
sures of   Government  in  the  present  state  of' 
affairs.    I  admit  the  distress  of  the  nation  exists- 
to  the  full  extent  stated.    We  see  and  feel  it,  and' 
have  too  much  reason  to  believe  it  will  soon  become 
universal.    The  crisis  demands  all  the  wisdomt 
and  virtue  of  the  country.    I  hold  a  stake  in  the 
fate  of  the  nation  in  common  with  my  fellow  cit- 
izens, and  do  not  feel  inclined  to  shrink  from  do* 
ing  what  I  think  my  duty  requires.    In  times  like 
these,  no  political  situation  is  free  from  responsi*'- 
bility. 

In  return,  I  take  the  liberty  of  admonishing  the' 
friends  of  the  Administration  (and  the  honorable; 
gentleman,  if  he  includes  himself  in  that  number  j 
to  be  cautious  how  the^  attempt  to  overleap  ther 
limits  of  the  Constitution.  Of  all  our  dangera^ 
I  see  none  more  alarming  than  the  apparent  dis- 
position to  exercise  arbitrary  power.  Revolu- 
tionary measures  can  never,  with  safety,  be  re- 
sorted to  by  a  regular  Government.  They  place 
the  magistrate  and  private  citizen  on  the  same 
level,  and  none  can  foresee  into  whose  hands, 
during  the  boisterous  commotion  of  the  political 
(elements,  the  tyrant's  power  will  fall.  A  Gov- 
ernment which  should  require  such  expedienta 
would  not  be  worth  preserving.  If  sufficient 
powers  are  not  granted  by  the  people,  apply  to 
the  people  for  their  enlargement.  In  periods  of 
alarm  and  terror,  when  present  danger  hushes  aU 
fears  of  that  which  is  more  remote  and  less  ob- 
vious, inroads  on  the  rights  of  the  people  ara 
chiefly  to  be  apprehended.  In  a  case  so  deeply 
affecting  the  personal  liberty  of  the  whole  body 
of  the  nation  as  the  present,  no  extremity  of  dan- 
ger would  justify  the  exercise  of  illegal  authority. 
The  inquiry  is,  whether  the  Constitution  givea 
to  this  Government  the  power  contended  for? 

The  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  declares 
that  Congress  shall  provide  for  the  common  de« 
fence,  has  been  cited,  though  very  little  reliance 
appears  to  be  placed  on  it.  The  purpose  of  that 
clause  seems  to  have  been  to  impose  a  duty,  ot 
define  an  object  to  the  attainment  of  which  tb<) 
powers  granted  are  to  be  applied.  The  words, 
with  others  immediately  connected,  are,  ^'  to  pay 
the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States."  The 
means  or  powers  are  afterwards  prescribed,  by 
which  these  great  objects  are  to  be  attained.  It 
has  not  l)een,  and  I  trust  will  not  be  contended, 
that  Congress  is  at  liberty  to  resort  to  other  means 
at  their  disicretion.  Should  this  be  considered  a 
grant  of  power,  still  the  subsequent  specification 
of  the  manner  of  exercising  it,  would  limit  and 
restrict  it.  Money  raised  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
United  States,  for  instance,  must  be  raised  in  the 
manner  specially  pointed  out;  and  if  it  could  not 
be  obtained  by  taxes  levied  according  to  the  Coa- 
stitution.  or  by  other  methods  therein  directed, 
surely  Cfoogress  could  not  levy  taxes  in  any  other 
way,  or  resort  to  other  means  not  thereby  author- 
ized. 

The  authority  given  to  Confess  ^  to  raise  and 
support  armies ''  comprises  their  whole  power  on 
this  subject.    This,  and  the  authotuy  of  calling 
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forth  the  militia  under  certain  circamstances,are  I 
the  means  by  which  the  common  defence  is  to  be 
provided  for.  Can  the  Legislature,  by  virtue  of 
this  grant  of  power,  adopt  the  proposed  plan  of 
conscription,  and  place,  by  force,  such  part  of  the 
population  of  the  United  States,  and  for  such  pe- 
riods as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  in  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  Army  ?  A  power  so  transcendant 
and  dangerous,  must,  to  justify  the  exercise  of  it, 
be  derived  from  plain  principles,  and  depend  on 
no  doubtful  construction  or  subtle  reasoning. 

The  power  to  raise  and  support  armies  must  be 
aonstrued  according  to  the  intentions  and  under- 
standing of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who 
made  the  Constitution,  consistently  with  all  the 
well  known  and  established  rights  of  the  States 
and  of  the  people — and  consistently  with  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  civil  liberty. 

The  militar]^  power  or  force  p^iven  by  the  Conr 
stitution  to  this  Government,  is  of  two  sorts — a 
regular  Army,  and  the  militia  of  the  States — the 
latter  in  certain  emergencies,  and  with  certain 
restrictions  and  limitations — the  former  without 
any  restriction.  It  is  unnecessary,  for  the  present 
purpose,  to  point  out  with  exact  precision  all  the 
restrictions  and  limitations  of  the  power  over  the 
militia.  In  three  specified  cases  only,  and  for  a 
service  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and 
under  the  command  of  their  own  State  officers, 
and  as  I  think,  for  short  periods  of  service,  can 
this  Government  call  on  the  States  for  their  mil- 
itia. From  these  restrictions^  it  is  apparent,  the 
power  of  the  United  States  is  of  a  very  limited 
nature,  and  that  the  States  still  retain  by  far  the 
ffteatest  portion  of  authority  over  their  own  mil- 
itia. Over  the  regular  Army,  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates  havean  unlimited  power.  They 
may  use  it  in  all  cases  where  military  force  is 
needed,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  under  such  offi- 
cers and  for  such  periods  as  they  please.  There 
always  have  been  in  this  country  important  dis- 
tinctions between  the  militia  and  regular  Army. 
These  distinctions  were  always  kept  up,  and  in 
▼arious  instances  exemplified  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  were  well  understood  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  forming 
the  Constitution.  There  was  known  to  be  an 
essential  difierence  between  serving  in  the  regu- 
lar Army  and  performing  a  tour  of  duty  in  the 
militia.  Regular  armies  were  raised  by  enlist- 
ment of  such  as  voluntarily  consented  to  enter 
them.  Such,  for  ages,  had  been  the  practice  of 
the  British  Government,  frbm  which  we  origi- 
nally derived  most  of  our  ideas  on  subjects  of 
Government ;  and  such  was  the  practice  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  sev- 
eral States  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  There 
always  has  been,  and  I  hope  always  will  be,  a 
jealousy  of  standing  armies.  At  the  time  of  the 
Revolution  it  was  carried  to  an  unreasonable 
height,  and  too  strongly  felt.  When  the  Consti- 
tution was  adopted,  no  power  granted  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  was  more  severely  criticised, 
than  that  over  the  military  force  of  the  country. 
Those  opposed  to  the  Constitution  contended,  that 
the  power  of  the  purse  and  of  the  sword  were  im- 


properly united,  and  that  not.  only  the  rights  of 
the  State  Governments,  but  the  freedom  of  the 
people  would  be  endangered.  If  any  such  power 
as  tnat  contended  for,  could  have  been  conceived 
to  be  ffranted  by  the  Constitution,  it  would  have 
been  detected  and  pointed  out  by  those  so  much 
alarmed.  Yet  it  is  believed,  that  such  construe* 
tion  was  not  even  suggested  in  any  of  the  con- 
ventions, although  the  subject  was  there  most 
ably  discussed.  Nor  is  it  believed,  (hat  with  this 
construction,  the  Constitution  would  have  been 
adopted  by  a  single  State  of  the  Union.  If,  then, 
voluntary  enlistment  was  the  only  method  by 
which  a  regular  Army  could  he  raised,  according 
to  the  general  opinion  of  the  people,  it  follows 
that  the  power  to  raise  armies  is,  by  the  very 
terms  used  in  ihe  Constitution,  restricted  to  that 
method ;  for  the  words  must  be  con^^trned,  as  they 
were  understood  by  the  people  who  adopted  the 
Constitution.  And  so  the  position  of  the  honor* 
able  gentleman,  that  the  grant  of  power  to  raise 
armies  being  general,  and  without  any  restriction 
of  the  method  by  which  it  shall  be  exercised, 
leaves  the  Government  at  liberty  to  adopt  any 
method  they  please,  is  ill  founded.  That  night 
be  a  just  construction  of  the  terms  when  used  by 
a  people  accustomed  to  a  despotic  government, 
for  they  might  so  understand  them. 

The  power  claimed  is,  doubtless,  vastly  greater 
and  more  dangerous,  tban^any  other  posaeased  by 
the  Government.  It  subjects  tne  personal  freedom 
of  every  citizen,  in  comparison  with  which  the 
rights  of  property  are  insignificant,  to  arbitrary 
discretion.  Had  there  been  an  intention  of  grant- 
ing such  power,  would  there  not  have  been  some 
attempt  to  guard  against  the  unjust  and  oppresa- 
ive  exercise  of  it,  as  was  done  inUe  panting  of 
powers  of  less  importance  ?  Yet,  this  power  of 
raising  armies,  unless  confined  to  voluntary  en- 
listment, is  without  any  guard  or  restriction  what- 
ever. The  exercise  or  it  must  depend  wholly  on 
arbitrary  discretion. 

All  the  recruits  wanted  for  the  Army  might,  if 
the  Government  should  so  please,  be  taken  from 
one  section  of  the  Union.  The  power  of  raising^ 
money  is  not  thus  submitted  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Ghovernment.  AH  taxes,  if  indirect,  must  be 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States;  if  direct, 
they  must  be  apportioned  according  to  represen- 
tation. No  tax  can  be  laid  on  exports.  Why 
these  guards  where  property  was  to  Denaken,and 
none  where  the  owners  of  the  property  were  to 
be  taken  ?  From  the  mere  neglect  of  attempting 
in  some  way  to  limit  the  power,  it  may  be  strong- 
ly inferred  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  granted. 

Were  the  Government  at  liberty  to  raise  armies, 
by  forcibly  taking  men  at  its  discretion,  it  might, 
by  a  similar  construction  of  the  Constitution,  sup- 
port them,  by  taking  property  in  Ifke  manner.  The 
armies,  when  raised,  might  live  at  free  quarters, 
on  the  people.  In  a  similar  way,  a  navy  might 
be  provided,  by  seizing  the  ships  of  individuals. 
The  right  in  both  cases  is  the  same;  the  injury 
and  distress  in  taking  property  the  least. 

Has  the  Government  a  similar  power  to  im* 
press  men  for  the  Navy  ?    The  terms  in  the  Con» 
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stitulion  ^'  to  provide  and  m&iataio  a  Navy"  are, 
at  least,  as  proper  for  this  construction,  as  those 
applied  to  the  Army.  The  convenience  and  ne- 
cessity in  this  instance,  stronger  than  in  the  other. 
The  British  Government,  before  the  Revolution, 
did  attempt  to  exercise  in  this  country  the  sup- 
posed right  of  impressment  for  the  Navy,  which 
It  never  did  for  the  Army.  Stronger  reasons 
might  be  adduced  for  this  method  of  manning 
the  Navy,  than  for  filling  the  Army.  Yet  the 
Government,  in  their  instructions  to  our  Envoys 
for  treating  of  peace  with  Great  Britain, say  ^'im- 
pressment is  not  an  American  practice,  but  is  ut- 
terly repugnant  to  our  Constitution  and  laws." 
The  honorable  Secretary,  when  he  draughted  those 
instructioDS)  knew  not  how  soon  he  should  be  di- 
rected 10  contend  for  the  contrary  doctrine. 

The  nower  in  question  is  inconsistent  with  cer- 
tain well-known  rights  of  the  Suites  recognised 
by  the  Constitution.  Such  a  construction  of  a 
power  granted  to  the  General  Government  as  de- 
stroys rights  reserved  to  the  States  by  the  Con- 
stitution cannot  be  admitted.  Because  it  ean 
never  be  presumed  that  rights  were  intended  to 
be  sarrendered,  which  are  expressly  reserved  or 
recognised  as  existing  in  the  states*  The  same 
principle  applies  to  all  rights  acknowledged  to 
belong  to  the  States,  whether  recognised  by  the 
Constitution  or  not.  The  Constitution  declares 
^*  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  Stales 
'  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
'  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  or 
*  to  the  people." 

The  States  still  retaining  the  principal  power 
over  the  militia,  as  has  been  shown,  the  power 
given  this  Government  to  raise  armies  must  not 
be  so  construed  as  wiU  destroy  that  power  of  the 
States.  The  power  claimed  is  to  take  by  force, 
for  the  regular  Army,  all  persons  capable  o£  bear- 
ing arms,  including  the  whole  militia  of  the 
States.  This  surely  annihilates  all  State  power 
over  their  militia.  The  whole  or  any  part  may, 
at  the  pleasure  of  this  Government,  be  converted 
into  a  regular  army^  and  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  this  particular,  together  with  the  rights 
of  the  States,  be  destroyed. 

The  right  of  the  States,  in  time  of  war,  to 
maintain  regular  troops,  is  recognised  by  the 
Constitution.  Abandoned  by  the  United  States, 
it  is  well  known  that  several  of  the  States  at  the 
present  time,  keep  considerable  bodies  of  troops 
for  their  necessary  defence.  All  these  come  with- 
in the  description  of  persons  claimed  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  may  be  thus  immediately  transfer- 
red to  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Wretched 
would  be  the  condition  of  such  States,  if  this  Gov- 
ernment possessed  the  power  contended  for.  Un- 
protected by  the  General  Government,  and  de- 
prived not  only  of  their  militia,  but  of  the  troops 
raised  at  their  own  expense,  their  sole  remaining 
resource  would  be  an  application  to  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy.  It  is  impossible  that  these  rights^  thus 
secured  to  the  States  by  the  Constitution  itself, 
should  be  destroyed  by  a  power. granted  by  the 
same  instrument  to  the  United  States.  The  power 
of  the  United  States  to  raise  armies,  if  restricted 


to  voluntary  enlistment,  is  consistent  with  the 
rights  and  safety  of  the  States.  Any  other  con- 
struction presents  conflicting  rights  which  oannoC 
be  reconciled. 

It  has  been  contended  that  every  well  consti- 
tuted Government  has  a  right  to  the  personal  ser- 
vices of  its  citizens  or  subjects,  which  it  may  en- 
force by  compelling  as  many  as  its  occasions 
require  to  become  soldiers  $  and. (hat  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  common  with  oth- 
ers, may  have  this  power  without  any  special 
grant  in  the  Constitution.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
examine  the  general  position,  though  it  is  believed 
it  would  by  no  means  be  found  so  universal  as 
stated.  This  Government  has  no  powers  except 
what  are  delegated.  To  this  particular,  the  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  which  has  been  recited  is 
express.  All  powers  not  delegated,  are  reserved 
to  the  States  or  people.  If,  therefore,  this  power 
exists  in  our  country,  it  rests  in  the  State  Gov- 
ernments, and  not  in  that  of  the  United  States. 
Without  resorting  to  this  principle  of  inherent 
power,  most  of  the  State  Governments  possess 
very  ample  authority  to  call  for  the  military  ser- 
vices of  their  citizens,  in  the  provisions  of  their 
respective  constitutions.  Hence  might  be  drawn 
an  additional  argument,  were  it  necessary,  against 
the  present  claim  of  power  in  the  Genetal  Gov<* 
eroment. 

The  Secretary  of  War  admits,  that  the  men 
cannot  be  taken  from  the  militia  as  militiamen, 
by  reason  of  the  Constitutional  restriction,  bot 
he  says  the  same  individuals  may  well  be  taken, 
in  their  capacity  of  citizens.  This  argument  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  seen 
fit  to  adopt.  With  all  proper  deference  for  the 
respectable  authority  whence  it  oriffiaates,  I  muat 
confess  my  inability  to  comprehend  its  force.  It 
would  seem,  that  an  individual,  to  be  seonre  in 
his  personal  liberty,  must  produce  a  Constitu- 
tional protection  for  himself  in  each  of  his  various 
capacities  or  relations  in  society.  WiU  it  afford 
much  consolation  to  the  miserable  recruit,  when 
driven  in  chains  to  the  Army,  to  be  told  that  he 
is  taken,  in  his  capacity  as  a  citizen,  and  not  as  a 
militiaman  ?  A  prudent  Government,  at  least, 
would  be  cautious  not  to  insult  the  understand- 
ing of  the  nation,  when  attempting  to  outrage  ile 
rights. 

To  that  part  of  the  Secretary's  plan,,  which  re- 
commends a  tax  to  be  levied  on  all  property  with- 
in the  preoinct  of  the  class,  in  order  to  raise  the 
bounty  for  the  recruits,  objections  occur  which, 
in  ordinary  times,  would  seem  insurmountable. 
The  provision  of  the  Constitution  that  direct  taxes 
(of  which  sort  that  on  land  is)  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  Slates,  according  to  representation,  is 
wholly  disregarded.  This  tax  is  to  be  apportioned 
according  to  the  free  male  population,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years.  This 
relieves  the  slaveholding  States  from  the  increas- 
ed tax  which  they  are  bound  by  the  Constitution 
to  pay,  for  their  increased  representation  on  ae- 
count  of  their  slaves.  The  differepoe  between 
the  sums  to  be  paid  by  Virginia  and  Massachu- 
setts, according  to  the  proposed  pUn,  ^j^^  x\^e 
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Constitational  apportioament,  exceeds  foar  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  This  is  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution  too  plain  and  obvious  to  require  any 
reasoning  to  demonstrate.  It  is,  however,  in  my 
opinion  of  less  importance  than  the  other  which 
affects  the  rights  of  personal  liberty,  as  this  does 
the  rights  of  property.  Reduce  the  people  to 
slavery,  and  you  may  take  their  property  when 
and  as  you  please. 

The  honorable  Secretary  says,  in  relation  to 
this  part  of  his  plan,  "should  it  appeal-  that  this 
'  mode  of  raising  recruits  was  justly  objectiona- 

*  ble,  on  account  of  the  tax  on  property,  from  the 
'  difficulti'es  which  may  be  apprehended  in  the 

*  execution,  or  from  other  causes,  it  may  be  ad- 
*'  visable  to  decline  the  tax."  But  why  is  a  pro- 
ject, directly  and  plainly  violating  the  Constitu- 
tion, brought  forward  at  ail  ?  Is  it  to  try  the 
temper  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the  people,  and 
to  lessen  the  horror  at  first  excited  by  such  at- 
tempts by  rendering  them  familiar  ?  In  my  opin- 
ion this  system  of  military  conscription,  thus  re- 
commended by  the  Secretary  of  War,  is  not  only 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  and  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  but  also  with  all  the  principles  of 
civil  liberty.  In  atrocity  it  exceeds  that  adopted 
by  the  late  Emperor  of  France,  for  the  subjuga- 
tion of  Europe,  which,  after  drenching  a  great 
portion  of  that  Continent  with  blood,  was  de* 
stroycd  by  the  most  powerful  confedersicy  of  na- 
tions the  world  ever  knew.  He  allowed  exemp- 
tions to  fathers  of  families,  and  those  in  certain 
professions  and  official  stations.  But  the  proposed 
system  exempts  none,  except  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Governors  of  States.  All 
within  the  prescribed  a^es,  whatever  may  be  their 
pursuits  or  condition  ot  life,  must  submit  to  the 
iron  yoke ;  priests  must  be  taken  from  the  altar, 
and  judges  rrom  the  bench.  The  highest  officers, 
both  civil  and  military^  must  be  ignominiously 
forced  into  the  ranks  of  the  Army.  The  semina- 
ries of  learning  are  to  be  robbed  of  their  profes- 
sors and  scholars.  Neither  literature  nor  science, 
except  what  is  subservient  to  the  miiitarv  art,  will 
be  held  in  estimation.  The  country  will  become 
military,.and  be  involved  in  perpetual  wars,  often 
waged  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  rulers.  History 
evinces  that  wars  of  ambition  are  not  less  the  pests 
of  republics  than  of  monarchies. 

9uch  a  measure  cannot,  it  ought  not  to  be  snb- 
mitted  to.  If  it  could  in  no  other  way  be  averted, 
I  not  only  believe  but  I  hope,  it  would  be  resisted. 
The  most  odious  and  cruel  slavery  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  submission. 

On  a  former  day,  when  this  measure  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  War.  was  mentioned 
by  an  honorable  member,  who  in  his  place  ex- 
pressed his  approbation  (except  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  bounty  tax)  in  terms  not  doubtful,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  give  it  my  most  decided  disappro- 
bation. I  then  called  it  weak,  violent,  and  wick- 
ed. On  more  reflection, '  I  see  no  reason  to  alter 
my  opinion  of  its  character.  It  is  weak,  for  it  is 
ill  calculated  to  effect  its  object ;  violent,  for  it 
attempts  to  use  force,  without  right ;  and  wicked, 
for.  if  successful,  it  will  destroy  the  Constitution 
ana  liberties  of  the  country. 


The  honorabIegentleman(Mr.  Qilbs)  has  been 
pleased  to  understand  those  epithets  as  being  ap- 
plied to  the  Administration  themselves;  and  to 
express  his  regret  that  thev  had  been  used.  He 
seems  to  admit,  however,  tne  truth  and  justice  of 
the  two  first,  and  denies  only  the  last.  He  be- 
lieves the  Administration,  though  w^k  and  vio* 
lent,  are  honest  and  patriotic.  I  shall  spare  my* 
self  the  labor  of  discussing  that  point.  It  is 
difficult  to  ascertain  with  certainty  the  motives 
of  statesmen,  and  it  matters  little  to  the  country, 
whether  its  rights  and  liberties  are  lost  through 
the  weakness,  or  wickedness,  of  its  rulers.  Public 
men  are  to  be  judged  by  their  measures.  The 
mere  attempt  to  carry  a  measure,  involving  such 
principles,  is  just  cause  of  alarm.  The  people 
can  never  feel  safe  while  thev  know  the  Govern- 
ment claims  such  a  power,  wnich  may  graduallyi 
as  opportunity  shall  favor,  be  brought  into  exer- 
cise. The  present  bill  adopts  it,  in  a  small  de- 
gree; another  reported  by  the  same  committee, 
authorizing  forcible  draughts  from  the  militia,  to 
serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  goes  much  fur- 
ther, with  the  same  principle.  In  the  mean  time, 
among  men  of  desperate  fortunes  and  unprinci- 
pled ambition,  the  doctrine  will  gain  friends. 
Honest  intention  and  well-meaning  weakness  give 
no  security,  but  increase  the  danger.  They  pre- 
vent alarm,  and  when  men  of  such  a  character 
shall  have  prepared  the  system  for  operation,  oth- 
ers of  more  talents  and  different  character  will 
drive  them  from  their  seats,  and  grasp  the  des- 
potic power  so  unsuitable  for  weak  hands.  If  this 
proposal  of  the  Executive,  though  at  present,  it 
should  not  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature  in  all  its 
most  odious  features,  should  stifl  be  treated  with 
good  natured  civility.  It  will  hereafter,  at  some 
unpropitious  moment,  be  again  urged,  and  per- 
haps with  fatal  success.  The  attempt  merits  from 
the  nation,  deep  and  full  toned  expressions  of  in- 
dignation. 

After  laboring  to  establish  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment Id  exercise  the  dangerous  power  men- 
tioned, the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Giles)  has 
attempted  to  show  that  the  present  bill  does  not 
necessarily  involve  that  power.  It  is  certain  the 
bill  does  not  follow  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  its  details,  but  I  much  doubt  whether  the 
provision  authorizing  the  enlistment  of  minors 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents,  guardians, 
or  masters,  can  be  justified,  without  asserting  the 
right  to  take  the  citizens  for  the  Army  by  force. 
If  the  Government  has  not  the  right  of  taking 
persons  for  the  Army  by  force,  they  must  obtain 
them  by  voluntary  enlistment.  That  is,  they 
must  contract  with  individuals  to  become  soldiers 
of  the  regular  Army,  and  to  subject  themselves 
to  the  duties  of  that  condition.  All  persons  com- 
petent to  contract  for  themselves,  may  thus  enlist 
into  the  Army.  None  who,  for  any  reason  what- 
ever, are  incompetent  to  contract  for  themselves, 
can  enlist  without  the  consent  of  those  who  have 
a  legal  right  to  control  them  and  contract  for 
them.  As  the  very  essence  of  a  contract  is  the 
voluntary  assent  of  the  minds  of  the  parties,  it  ia 
sufficiently  obvious  that  all  are  incompetent  to 
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make  contracts^  who  are  incapable  for  want  of 
undeTBtandiog  to  give  such  assent*  Thus  idiots 
and  insane  persons,  and  children  in  early^  child- 
hood, being  unable  to  understand  the  subject-mat- 
ter and  give  tbeir  assent,  are  clearly  incompetent 
to  make  contracts.  No  legislative  power  can  re- 
move the  disability.  You  may,  by  a  legislative 
act,  dispose  of  their  persons  and '  property,  but  it 
cannot  be  said  to  be  done  by  their  consent. 

In  everf  civilized  country  a  certain  age  has 
been  fixed  on.  as  to  the  period  when  the  disability 
of  vouth  shall  cease.  For  plain  reasons  this  pe- 
riod must  be  uniform,  and  applied  to  all.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  inquire  into  the  degree  of  capaci- 
ty of  each  individual.  The  feudal  system,  which 
once  prevailed  in  most  of  the  States  of  Europe, 
fixed  this  period  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
What  would  seem  to  render  this  regulation  pe- 
cnliarly  apposite  to  the  present  purpose,  that  sys-, 
tern,  established  by  warriors,  chiefly  with  a  view 
to  military  strength,  fixed  on  this  age  as  a  time 
when  a  man  was  supposed  to  be  fit  to  bear  arms, 
and  render  the  military  services  by  which  his 
lands  were  held.  This  rule  of  the  feudal  was 
adopted  by  the  common  law,  and  universally  pre- 
vails where  that  law  is  followed.  In  each  of  the 
United  States  there  is,  and  it  is  believed  always 
has  been,  an  entire  uniformity  on  this  subject. 
The  disability  of  minority  continues  till  the  age 
of  twenty -one  years.  No  one  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law  is  more  universally  known.  It  is  one 
of  the  first  a  child  learns.  Trll  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one the  parent  has  a  power  over  the  child,  for 
government  and  education,  and  has  a  right  to  his 
services.  Founded  on  this  acknowledged  rule  of 
the  common  law,  in  most  of  the  States,  statutes 
from  early  times  have  been  enacted,  regulating 
the  subject  of  binding  to  apprenticeship,  and  also 
of  guardianship,  in  case  of  the  parent's  death. 
All  these,  either  directly  or  by  necessary  infer- 
ence, recognise  the  disabilitjr  of  the  minor  to  con- 
tract for  himself,  and  the  right  of  the  parent  or 
guardian.  Under  the  existence  of  these  laws, 
thus  universally  known,  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  Constitution*,  gave  to  this  Govern- 
ment the  right  to  raise  armies  by  voluntary  en- 
listment. With  whom  may  the  Government,  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  thus  granted,  make  this 
contract?  Surely,  with  such  only  as  have  a  ca- 
pacity to  contract.  The  power  cannot  extend  to 
enlisting  minors  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  except  with  the  consent  of  their  parents 
or  guardians;  because  in  that  way  only  can  valid 
contracts  afiecting  such  persons  be  made.  If  the 
power  of  enlisting  be  not  limited  to  that  age,  no- 
thing would  prevent  Government  from  taking 
from  their  parents  children  of  more  tender  years, 
if  idly  consenting,  and  placing  them  in  military 
schools  till  prepared  for  the  Army.  Would  it  be 
contended  that  Government  has  power  to  do  this? 
If  not,  to  what  age  are  they  restricted  1  Of  ne- 
cessity, there  must  be  a  general  role  as  to  the  age 
of  disability  of  minors,  a  being  impossible  to  in- 
vestigate and  determine  the  capacity  of  each 
individual. 

The* enlisting  of  minors  bound  to  apprentice- 


ship wholly  destroys  the  rights  of  masters  to  the 
services  of  their  apprentices..  The  power  of  this 
Government  to  destroy  a  right  so  secured  by  a 
legal  contract  has  been  questioned.  The  Conti« 
nental  Congress,  in  the  year  1776,  though  sorely 
pressed  by  the  war  they  were  then  engaged  in, 
and  in  great  want  of  recruits  for  their  Army, 
were  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  illegality  and 
injustice  of  such  a  practice,  that  they  ordered  all 
apprentices  enlisted  without  the  consent  of  their 
masters  to  be  immediately  discharged.  The  Con- 
gress was  too  wise  to  attempt  to  maintain  their 
cause  by  violence  and  injustice.  By  a  statute  of 
the  United  States  of  the  16ih  of  March,  1803,  the 
enlisting  of  minors  without  the  consent  of  their 
parents,  guardians,  or  masters,  is  expressly  pro- 
hibited, under  a  heavy  penaltjr*  Before  that  time, 
though  not  expressly  prohibited  by  any  statute, 
the  instructions  to  recruiting  officers  directed 
them  not  to  enlist  minors,  without  such  consent ; 
and  whenever  it  was  improperly  done,  they  could 
obtain  discharges  by  applying  to  the  courts  of 
law.  When  an  attempt  was  made  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war  to  authorize  such 
enlistments,  it  was  rejected  by  the  Legislature. 

Certain  sections  of  a  British  statute  of  March^ 
1812,  have  been  read  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Giles)  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
British  Ch)vernment  enlists  minors  into  its  army 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians. 
By  that  statute,  it  appears  that  apprentices,  bound 
by  legal  indentures,  when  enlisted  without  the 
consent  of  their  masters,  are  on  their  request  to 
be  discharged.  Heqce  it  is  inferred  that  minors, 
ether  than  apprentices,  though  enlisted  without 
the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians,  would 
not  be  discharged.  If  so,  it  can  avail  nothing, 
unless  it  be  shown  that  our  Government  possesses 
a  power  over  its  citizens  equal  to  that  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  As  well  may  we  justify  the 
exercise  of  any  other  arbitrary  power,  bjr  show- 
ing that  the  British  Gh)vernment  exercises  the 
same.  It  is  apparent  that  that  Government  re- 
spects the  contracts  of  apprenticeship,  which  by 
this  bill  are  to  be  violated.  The  British  statute 
provides  that  if  any  person  shall,  within  four  days 
after  enlisting,  declare  before  a  magistrate  that  be 
enlisted  hastily  and  incautiously,  he  shall,  on  re- 
funding the  money  received  as  bounty,  be  dis- 
charged. It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  prodticed  this  statute  of  a  foreign 
Government  as  an  example  for  imitation,  had 
not  introduced  into  this  bill  that  humane  provi- 
sion, so  well  calculated  to  guard  the  unwary 
against  the  improper  arts  and  enticements  too 
often  practised  by  recruiting  officers.  The  better 
opinion  seems  to  be,  that  this  Government  has 
not  a  right  to  enlist  minors  without  the  consent 
of  their  parents  or  guardians,  and  it  is  probable, 
if  such  enlistments  are  directed,  the  courts  ot 
law  will,  on  application,  be  obliged  to  discharge 
the  persons  so  enlisted. 

But,  sir,  were  it  certain  this  Government  had 
the  right  of  enlisting  into  the  Army  improvident 
youth,  without  the  consent  of  those  to  whom  the 
policy  of  the  law  has  intrusted  the  care  and  con- 
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trol  of  them,  it  would  be  highly  tnexpedieat  to 
resort  to  such  a  measure.  It  is  forbiddeD  by  all 
the  coDsideratioDs  which  have  subjected  the  im-' 
proridence  of  youth  to  the  |;uide  and  direction 
of  age  and  experience.  If  minors  are  wanted  for 
the  Army,  why  not  address  yourself  to  their  pa- 
rents and  guardians  ?  They  surely  can  best  judge 
whether  it  is  suitable  and  proper  for  their  children 
aad  wards  to  enlist.  If  there  should  be  no  rea- 
sonable objections,  it  must  be  presumed,  they 
would  consent.  You  will,  then,  without  consent, 
obtain  those  only  whom  you  ought  not  to  obtain. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  the  number  will  not  be  great. 
This  measure  will  tend  to  weaken  the  sacred  re- 
lation between  parents  and  children,  and  to  lessen 
the  power  fo»  the  discipline  and  education  of 
youth,  the  best  and  safest  foundation  of  all  Qo7« 
ernments.  It  is  a  direct  invitation  for  rebellion 
against  parental  authority. 

Our  infant  manufactures,  still  requiring  the 
fostering  aid  of  Gtorernment,  and  which,  in  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  are  in  a  considera- 
ble degree  carried  on  by  the  labor  of  apprentices, 
will  be  greatly  injured.  Without  instructing 
children  in  manufactures,  a  sufficient  supply  of 
laborers  can  nerer  be  expected.  The  labor  of  a 
skilful  mechanic  in  the  line  of  his  business  is 
mere  important  to  the  community  than  his  serv- 
ioes  can  be  in  the  Army. 

All  these  objects  will  be  injured  in  proporttoo 
as  this  attempt  is  attended  with  success.  And 
after  all  the  exertions  which  can  be  made,  it  is 
DoC  probable  any  great  number  of  recruits  can, 
in  this  way,  be  provided.  Can  a  wise  GkiTem- 
ment  hazard  such  Taiuable  interests  for  the  sake 
of  a  miserable  project  of  enlisting  unwary  youth 
into  the  Army? 

The  circumstances  of  the  country  being  such 
as  to  render  a  standing  army  of  considerable  mag- 
nitude necessary.  I  do  not  wish  to  excite  any 
unreasonable  jealousy  against  such  an  establish- 
ment. The  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War  con- 
templates an  army  of  more  than  one  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  men,  at  the  disposal  of  Oot- 
ernment.  It  may  be  worthy  of  consideration 
whether  such  an  army,  in  certain  events,  which 
may  occur,  instead  of  defending,  may  not  endan- 
ger the  liberties  of  the  country.  On  one  occasion, 
at  least,  it  required  all  the  influence  and  address 
of  their  great  and  good  commander  to  restrain, 
within  the  bounds  of  their  dttty,  the  army  of  the 
Revolution;  than  which  there  is  no  reason  to  hope 
the  present  will  be  more  patriotic.  Surely,  it  is 
not  to  be  desired  that  an  unusual  proportion  of 
young  men,  of  such  early  years  as  not  to  have 
become  acquainted  with  the  relations  and  duties 
of  civil  life,  should  be  drawn  into  the  Army. 
Persons  educated  from  childhood  in  a  camp  be- 
come soldiers  of  fortune,  indifferent  in  what  cause 
they  employ  their  arms.  From  a  numerous  and 
veteran  army  danger  is  mostly  to  be  apprehended, 
when  the  civil  power  rests  in  feeble  hands. 

The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Qiles)  has  re- 
lated, that  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  the  war  between 
the  King  and  Parliament  of  England,  defeated 
the  royaltsta  at  the  battle  of  Naseby,  by  means  of 


a  regiment  of  London  apprentices.  Has  the  hon* 
orable  gentleman  forgotten  tbe  artful  address, 
used  by  that  hypocritical  tyrant,  to  entice  into 
his  array  the  youth  of  the  country;  and  then  to 
insinuate  himself,  by  all  methods  in  his  power, 
into  their  confidence  and  affections?  The  same 
troops  who  put  down  the  ro^al  power  aecom* 
panied  their  ambitious  leader  to  the  House  of 
Parliament,  and  drove  from  their  seats  the  very 
men  who  had  raised  him  to  power.  They  ena- 
bled Cromwell  to  establish  a  tyranny  so  odious 
and  oppressive,  that  the  English  nation  to  avoid 
it,  in  a  short  time,  surrendered  themselves  at  dis- 
cretion to  the  most  unprincipled  and  profligate 
monarch  that  ever  eat  on  their  throne,  aad  under 
him  patiently  bore  injuries  more  grievous  than 
those  for  which  they  had  brought  his  father  to 
the  block. '  The  people  of  this  country  are  not 
more  strongly  attached  to  liberty  than  the  En- 
glish were  at  tbe  time  of  Cromwell.  The  army 
now  recommended  will  be  in  number  three-fold 
what  he  ever  possessed.  We  also  may  hereafter 
find  a  Cromwell  in  some  military  demagogue 
who  is  now  flattering  the  people  with  professions 
of  affection  and  devotion  to  their  cause. 

After  paintinff,  in  strong'  colors,  the  distress 
and  danger  of  the  nation,  the  honorable  -gentle- 
man has  ^id  that  strong  and  energetic  measures 
are  necessary  to  preserve  it  from  ruin  ;  and  that 
light  objections  ought  not  to  be  made.  It  seems 
to  be  supposed  that  those  who  shall  oppose  meas- 
ures, declared  to  be  brought  forward  for  that  pur- 
pose, will  have  the  appearance  of  opposing  the 
necessary  defence  of  the  country.  But,  however 
unpopular  that  course  may  be,  it  is  surely  our 
duty  to  examine  the  character  and  tendency  of  a 
measure  before  we  assent  to  it.  In  my  opinion, 
what  have  been  called  the  strong  and  energetic 
measures  of  the  Government,  have  caused  our 
present  distress,  and  nothing  but  a  change  can 
give  relief.  The  various  acts  composing  the  sys- 
tem of  commercial  restrictions,  and  also  the  de- 
claration of  war,  were,  in  tbeir  respective  periods, 
demoninated  strong  and  energetic  measures.  All 
objections  against  therti  were  deemed  light  and 
trivial.  Is  there  an  honest  man  in  the  nation 
who  does  not  now  lament  that  those  objections 
were  not  heard  with  proper  attention  ?  All  the 
disastrous  consequences  which  have  ensued  were 
then  foretold.  What  was  then  prophecy  is  now 
history.  To  the  i]l-judffed  measures  of  Qovero- 
ment  may  be  traced  aliour  misfortunes.  They 
arose  from  a  war  unnecessarily  waged,  and  badly 
conducted;  and  have  been  increased  by  a  profuse 
waste  of  the  treasure,  and  by  a  destruction  of  the 
credit  of  the  nation.  Whether  the  war  was  de- 
clared through  an  erroneous  estimation  of  injuries, 
sufferea  from  a  foreign  nation,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  gratifying  a  lust  for  power  and  patronage, 
makes  little  difference  to  the  country.  The  Ad- 
ministration and  their  friends  are  united  in  opin- 
ion that  the  terms  of  peace  which  they  have 
offered  to  the  enemy,  provide  sufficiently  ior  both 
the  honor  and  safety  of  the  country.  By  these 
terms  the  pretended  causes  of  tbe  war  are  aban- 
doned.   Ir,  then,  without  obtaining  satisfaction 
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for  the  past,  or  security  for  ttie  foture,  we  can 
honorabl/  and  safely  return  to  a  state  of  peace, 
we  surely  might,  with  equal  honor  and  safety, 
hare  remained  in  that  condition.     Whatever, 
therefore,  were  the  injuries  sulOfered  from  Great 
Britain,  (and  I  hare  never  deemed  them  incon- 
siderable,) it  was  unnecessary  and  unwise  to  de- 
clare war.    Should  a  nation,  extensively  con- 
nected in  intercourse  with  others,  make  every 
injury  sustained  a  cause  of  war,  it  would  never 
be  ac  peace.    The  inquiry  ought  to  have  been, 
whether  the  injuries  were  of  such  a  nature  as 
could  not,  without  loss  of  honor,  be  borne,  and 
whether  we  had  the  means  of  obtaining  redress 
by  war.    The  Qovernment  has  shown  no  more 
wisdom  or  prudence  in  conducting  the  war,  than 
in  declaring  it.    In  modern  times,  the  strength 
of  a  nation  Tor  carrying  on  war  essentially  con- 
sists in  its  revenue.    An  empty  treasury,  the  con- 
sequence of  waste  and  mismanagement,  and  the 
total  loss  of  public  credit  are  the  immediate 
causes  of  the  present  distress.    When  the  Grov- 
ernment  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  party  now 
in  power,  the  nation  enjoyed  peace  and  prosper- 
ity, an  extensive  commerce,  and  ample  revenues. 
After  having  procured  the  repeal  of  the  former 
internal  taxes,  so  abundant  was  the  income  from 
commerce  alone,  that  in  his  last  annual  Message 
to  Congress  Mr.  Jefferson  gravely  recommended 
to  their  consideration  the  obtaining,  by  amend- 
ments of  the  Constitution,  more  enlarged  powers 
and  other  objects,  to  enable  the  Government  to 
expend  the  surplus  of  the  revenue.    All  the  causes, 
as  far  as  they  depended  on  foreign  nations,  which 
have  led  to  our  present  condition  then  existed. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  war  the  Adminis- 
(ration  proposed  their  plans  of  increased  revenue 
to  meet  the  increased  expenditures.    Their  sys- 
tem was  adopted  by  the  Legislature  in  its  full  ex- 
tent.   Thus  far,  everything  demanded  has  been 
granted.    What,  then,  hut  gross  mismanagement 
and  waste  can  have  produced  the  present  deplor- 
able condition  of  the  finances?    In  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  without  the  power  of  levying 
taxes,  or  in  any  way  commanding  the  resources 
of  the  nation,  the  Government  was  able  to  obtain 
loans  in  foreign  countries.    Now,  though  possess- 
ing all  the  resources  necessary  for  sustaining 
credit,  Government  can  obtain  loans  neither  at 
home  nor  abroad.  .  Economy  and  good  manage- 
ment then  gained  and  established  that  confidence 
which  waste  and  profusion  have  now  destroyed. 
The  debt  already  contracted  in  this  war  wiH  be 
found  to  be  double  in  amount  to  the  whole  debt 
of  the  Un4ted  States  at  the  end  of  the  Revolu*' 
tionary  war*    InstaiMses  of  the  grossest  profusida 
are  constantly  occurring  in  every  department. 
The  cannda  de8ig:ned  for  the  two  seventy-four 
gua  ships,  and  which  have  been  for  a  long  time 
wanted,  are  yet  to  be  transported  by  land  from 
Washington,  more  than  fire  hundred  miles.    The 
mere  expense  of  transportation  far  exceeds  the 
sum  for  which  they  might  be  made  in  the  vicin* 
ity  and  delivered  at  the  places  where  wanted.    In 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  also  in  that  of 
1796  with  France,  cannon  in  abundance  were 


cast  in  New  England ;  bat  now,  though  proposed 
on  the  most  favorable  terma,  the  Governoaeiic 
will  not  permit  a  gun  to  be  made  for  their  use  ia 
that  section  of  the  Union.  Peculation  and  pr«* 
fusion  almost  universally  prevail,  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  could  not  be  borne  by  any  nation.  If  a 
remedy  be  not  soon  applied,  the  resources  of  the 
country  will  be  entirely  exhausted.  Without 
means  of  subsistence,  armies  are  worse  than  use- 
less ;  they  become  dangerous. 

The  military  force  ct  the  country  has  been  ao 
better  employed  than  its  pecuniary  means. 

The  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  Navf, 
aqd,  in  several  instances,  also  of  the  Army,  ha^e 
merited  and  received  the  warmest  approbation  of 
the  nation.  Of  this,  however,  the  Executive 
Grovemment  is  entitled  to  no  share.  In  awarding 
the  meed  of  praise  for  the  important  victories  ia 
the  naval  bauies  on  the  Lakes,  Erie  and  Cham* 
plait^  truth  compelled  you  to  declare,  that  they 
were,  in  both  instances,  gained  over  a  superior 
hostile  force.  The  Gtoveroment  meriu  ceiMrc^ 
instead  of  praise,  for  expoeinff  to  such  imminent 
hazard  the  great  interest  staied  on  the  issue  of 
those  battles.  On  Lake  Ontario,  aUo,  the  eaeinir 
has  hem  permitted  to  gain  a  decided  superiority 
of  force.  The  fleet,  built  and  equipped  there  at 
great  expense,  has  become  useless.  Instead  of 
protecting  our  own  shores  from  the  attacks  of  th» 
enemy,  a  large  land  force  is  now  employed  in 
defending  the  fleet  from  threatened  destruction. 
The  ships  of  war  on  the  waters  of  the  Atlaatia 
are  mostly  laid  up  in  the  various  harbors,  and  de^ 
fended  by  bodies  of  militia  at  enormous  expense. 
Ample  appropriations  were  last  year  made,  not 
only  for  all  the  vessels  then  in  commissian.  but 
also  for  potting  into  service-  two  new  seventy-  . 
four  gun  ships  and  three  frigates.  These  appr»- 
priatioos  have  been  disregarded.  The  naval  ser»- 
vic&on  the  Atlantic,  and  idso  the  defence  of  tha 
seaboard  seem  to  be  abaodooad.  The  enemy  baa 
occupied  more  than  a  hundred  miles  of  the  east- 
em  seaeoast  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in- 
cludiaa  one  of  the  beet  harbors  and  naval  atattons 
in  the  United  States,  all  which  was  defended  by 
less  than  one  hundred  troops.  Of  so  little  im^ 
portanoe  has  this  appeared  to  the  Go^rnmei»t, 
that  the  Presideat,  whose  duty  it  n  to  lay  before 
the  Legislature  infocmation  of  the  state  of  the 
Union,  omitted  even  to  meatton  it  in  his  MesMge 
at  the  opening  of  the  session.  Not  a  movement 
has  been  made  to  regain  that  valuable  territory ; 
but  the  enemy  is  left  to  forttfy  and  secure  it  at 
his  leisure. 

The  militajry  force,  instead  of  defending  the 
country,  has  been  employed  in  the  idle  and  fruit^ 
less  attempt  to  conquer  the  provinces  of  Canada. 
With  their  whole  power  bent  to  that  object,  dat- 
ing three  campaigns,  the  Government  have  lost 
their  two  principal  fortresses,  Niagara  and  Mi- 
chilimackinac,  and  gained  nothing.  Siill,  this 
wild  project  is  to  be  pursued.  Tbe  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  report,  announces  the  intention  of 
the  Administration,  with  a  hundred  thousand 
regular  troops,  '^  to  touch  the  feelings  and  excite 
the  apprehensions  of  the  British  Governmeat  by 
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poshing  the  war  into  Canada."  These  are  bold 
counsels  for  men  who  lately,  without  drawing  a 
sword,  fled  in  dismay  and  disgrace  from  their 
own  capitol,  before  a  handful  of  the  enemy. 
They  now,  in  pompous  language,  promise  forth- 
with to  oYerrun  two  provinces,  and  then  ascend 
the  plains  of  Abraham,  and  storm  the  strongest 
fortress  on  our  continent.  Rashness  in  counsel, 
and  imbecility  in  execution  do  not  constitute 
strong  claims  to  confidence.  Can  the  nation 
longer  repose  confidence  in  such  counsels?  Is  it 
wise  and  safe  to  expend  our  utmost  resources  in 
weak  and  extravagant  projects,  in  which  past  ex- 
perience destroys  even  the  hope  of  future  success? 
The  conquest  of  Canada  should  in  my  opinion 
never  have  been  undertaken ;  and  the  idle  attempt 
ought  immediately  to  be  abandoned.  Already, 
too  much  blood  and  treasure  have  been  wasted 
in  the  pursuit  of  an  object,  which,  were  it  desira* 
ble.  cannot  be  attained.  Without  a  naval  force, 
to  command  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
prevent  the  arrival  of  troops  and  supplies,  as  they 
may  be  wanted,  Canada  cannot  be  conquered. 
By  means  of  such  force,  the  British  succeeded  in 
wrestinff  those  provinces  from  Prance ;  and  for 
want  of  it,  we  failed  in  our  attempt,  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  when  the  regular  troops  there 
were  few,  and  the  inhabitants  almost  universally 
inclined  to  favor  us.  For  the  prosecution  of  this 
fruitless  object,  I  will  give  no  aid. 

For  the  necessary  and  proper  defence  of  the 
country,  neither  men  nor  pecuniary  means  are, 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  withheld.  £veo  to  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  so  long  as  they  continue  to 
be  clothed  with  Constitutional  authority,  and 
shall  not  have  given  the  most  unequivocal  and 
.  decisive  evidence  pf  having  abandoned  that  de- 
fence, I  will,  for  that  purpose,  and  restricted  to 
that  object,  grant  all  that  could  be  necessary 
ander  a  wise  and  prudent  Administration.  Such 
grants,  however,  must  be  within  the  limits,  and 
in  all  respects  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution.     Beyond  those  limits,  under  no 

Sressore  of  circumstances,  will  I  consent  to  go. 
ihottld  the  national  defence  be  abandoned  by  the 
General  Gbvernment,  I  trust  the  people,  if  still 
retainiuA  a  good  portion  of  their  resources,  may 
rally  under  their  State  Gh>vernmeats  against  for- 
eign invasion,  and  rely  with  confidence  on  their 
own  courage  and  virtue. 


Thursday,  November  17. 

The  resolution  brought  up  yesterday  for  cDn* 
cnrrence  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 

respective  quotas  of thousand  militia,  for  the 

defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States; 
and  sundry  amendments  having  been  agreed  to, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  bill,  as  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Friday,  November  18. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk  in 
his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses ;"  reported 
it  with  amendments,  which  were  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to;  and  the 
President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  amend- 
ed accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolution  for  furnishing  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Journals 
of  Congress,  and  of  the  documents  published  un- 
der their  order,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several   States  and  Territories  thereof  for 

their  respective  quotas  of thousand  militia 

for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  as  amended ;  and  the  bill  having  been  fur- 
ther amended,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Saturday,  November  19. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for 
furnishing  the  American  Antiquarian  Society 
with  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  and  of 
the  documents  published  under  their  order;  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  il  passed 
to  the  third  reading. ^ 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act 
to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue 
to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing 
licenses,"  having  been  reported  correct,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed 
with  amendments;  and,  on  motion,  the  title  was 
amended  to  read  as  follows:  **An  act  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  appoint  a  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Rev- 
enue, with  power  to  sign  licenses." 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Reiolwd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  expenditures  on  account 
of  the  national  armories,  and  the  number  of  arms 
made  and  repaired  at  each  of  the  said  armories  since 
theSddayof  April,  1794. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  BUtes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  arms  and  equipments  pur- 
chased or  manufactured  by  or  on  account  of  the  Uni« 
ted  States ;  as»  also,  of  the  number  transmitted  to 
each  State  and  Territory,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  S3d 
April,  1808,  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  the  militia; 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  on  ac- 
count of  the  said  arms  and  equipments. 

Resohed,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement,  exhibiting  the  whole  number  of  arms^  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  distinguishing  what* are 
fit  from  what  are  unfit  for  immediate  use ;  as,  also, 
showing  the  number  distributed  for  the  use  of  the 
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annies  er  mUitui  in  the  service  of  the  Unitecl  States, 
•nd  tiie  Domber  loaned  or  sold  to  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories respectiTely. 

MILITIA  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cofnmittee  of  the 
Whole,  (be  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  -*—  thousand  militia,  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Slates. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andebson,  to  strike  out  the 
seventh  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows  : 

Skc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  militia, 
while  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States,  nor  beyond  the 
limits  of  Uie  State  or  Territory  furnishing  the  same, 
and  the  limits  of  an  adjoining  State  or  Territory;  ex- 
cept that  tIkD  militia  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
may  be  required  to  serve  in  the  defence  and  for  the 
protection  of  Louisiana.'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  6, 
nays  25,  as  follows: 

YaAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Dana,  Hunter, 
Yamum,  and  Walker. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace,  Gondit, 
Baggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Mor- 
row, Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Tomer,  Wharton,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qoldsbgrough,  to  strike 
out  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows: 

«  Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after  the 
classification  of  the  militia  as  aforesaid,  any  three 
classes  within  any  State  oi  Tenitory  which  shall  fur- 
nish, according  to  law,  two  effective  able-bodied  re- 
cruits, to  serve  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  dur- 
ing the  war,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  the  militia 
service  required  by  this  act ;  and,  to  aid  them  in  this 
lespect,  such  recruits  shall  be  entitled,  respectively,  to 
leeetve  the  bounty  in  money  and  land,  according  to 

the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  *An  act ,  which 

is  allowed  to  other  recruits  respectively,  for  tlie  Army 
of  the  United  States;  and  in  all  oases  where  recmits 
^all  be  famished  as  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  some  recmiting  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  immediately  give  his  receipt 
therefor  on  account  of  the  classes  furnishing  them» 
and  shall  forthwith  report  the  same  to  the  Department 
of  War,  specifying  in  such  report  the  names  and  de* 
scriptionof  such  recruits  respectively,  and  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  classes  of  the  mUitia  furnishing  the  same ; 
whereupon,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War  to  grant,  without  delay,  to 
such  classes,  a  certificate  of  exemption  from  the  militia 
service  required  by  this  act ;  which  certificate  shall,  to 
an  intents  and  purposes,  be  good  and  available  to  them 
for  their  absolute  exemption  therefrom.'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  19,  as  follows: 

TiJLB — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson, 
and  Varnnm. 

Nats — Messrs,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace, 
Gondit,  Fromeotin,  German,  Giles,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
RoberU,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker,  Whar- 
ton, and  Worthington. 


And  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  Sen- 
ate amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsborouqh,  to  add  a 
new  section  to  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  Sxc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  re- 
cruits raised  by  the  classes  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  sub- 
stituted for,  and  employed  in  the  service  intended  to 
be  performed  by,  the  militiamen  contemplated  by  tiiis 
act  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  classes.'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negati7e-;-yeft8  11, 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Goldsbor- 
ough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
and  Thompson. 

P^iTs. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Yamum,  Walker,  Wharton,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmatire. 

MonnAY,  November  HI* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  made  the  19ch  instant,  by  Mr.  Hobbbt, 
which  were  amended  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Ee9olved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  national  armories,  and 
the  number  of  arms  made  and  repaired  at  each  of 
the  said  armories  since  the  2d  day  of  April  1794. 

Beiolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  number  of  arms  and 
equipments  purchased  or  manufactured  by,  or  on 
accountof,  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  theact  of 
April  23, 1808:  as,  also,  of  the  number  transmitted 
to  each  State  and  Territory,  for  arming  the  whole 
body  of  (he  militia;  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  said  arms  and 
equipments. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Sennte  a  statement  exhibiting  the  whole  number 
of  arms  belonging  to  the  Uoited  States,  distin- 
guishing what  are  fit  from  what  are  unfit  for  im- 
mediate  use;  as.  also,  showing  the  number  dis- 
tributed for  the  use  of  the  armies  or  militia  in  the 
service  of  the  Uoited  States,  other  than  those  dis- 
tributed under  the  act  of  23d  April,  1808,  and  the 
number  loaned  or  sold  to  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries respectively. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and 
Territories  thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of 
thousand  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  Uoited  States,  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  further  amended  by  unanimous 
consent;  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled,  on 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Brbnt,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  question  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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TossDtAY,  NoFember  22. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iDformed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  appointing  a  committee  on  their  part 
to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on 
tbe  part  of  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whe- 
ther Congress  may  not  be  more  conveniently  ae- 
coramodated,  either  by  ao  alteration  of  the  pres- 
ent chambers,  or  by  procuring  other  rooms  within 
a  cooTenient  distance  of  the  public  offices;  in 
which  resolution  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
tbe  Senate. 

MfLITIA  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of  t—^ 
thousand  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gore  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
There  is  no  truth  more  evident  than  that  the 
general,  sovereign,  and  uncontrolled  power  of  the 
several  States,  over  the  militia,  remains  with 
them  respectively,  except  in  certain  specified  cases, 
in  which  the  Congress  has  authority  to  provide 
for  calling  out  this  force,  which,  while  so  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  is  subject  to 
your  Government^  preserving  always  their  offi- 
cers and  militia  organization,  and  excluding 
from  the  command  all  other  officers,  except  only 
the  President  of  tbe  United  States. 

The  cases  are.  when  insurrections  exist,  when 
tbe  laws  of  the  Union  cannot  be  executed  by  the 
civil  powers  when  an  invasion  is  made. 

^  The  Congress  may  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
mUitia  to  execnte  the  laws,  to  suppress  insurrections, 
to  repel  invasion." 

For  no  other  purposes  can  the  United  States 
call  them  forth,  in  no  other  service  can  they  re- 
quire their  aid. 

*'The  Congress  may  provide  for  organising,  ana- 
ing,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
such  part  of  them  as  may  be  in  the  service  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  reserving  to  the  States  respectively  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
the  militia,  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress." 

The  power  of  organizing  and  disciplining  the 
militia  seems  to  have  been  granted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  this  force  to  operate  efficiently. 
That,  when  called  to  act,  the  militia  of  the  seve- 
ral States  might  manceuvre  alike,  and  having  the 
same  military  language  and  ideas,  might  under- 
staod  and  comprehend  each  other,  as  well  as  the 
orders  of  their  superiors,  and  be  usefully  combined 
to  effect  the  object  proposed. 

That  Congress  should  provide  for  arming  the 
militia  was  necessary  to  place  them  in  a  condi- 
tion to  act  as  soldiers;  for  if  be  not  a  contradic- 
tion to  call  militia  without  arms,  soldiers,  it  is 
aflsuming  very  much  the  character  of  a  petty 
German  potentate,  ambitious  of  military  fame, 
who  procured  a  large  number  of  wax  figures  in 
warlike  attitude  and  habiliment,  which  he  called  1 


his  army,  and  then  fancied  himself'  equal  to  his 
more  wealthy  neighbors,  who.  at  great  exfKnss. 
supported  a  large  body  of  soldiers  of  flesh  and 
blood,  well  armed  and  accoutred.  We  are  told 
by  well  informed  Senators  on  this  floor,  that  the 
United  States  are  unable,  that  the  States  respec- 
tively are  unable,  that  the  individuals  themselves 
are  unable,  to  arm  the  militia. 

I  truly  hope,  sir,  that  this  picture  of  the  de- 
plorable condition  of  our  country  is  founded  in 
error.  If  it  be  not,  it  is  a  very  important  addi- 
tion to  that  mass  of  evidence  which  is  daily 
crowd ing[  on  our  minds,  of  the  fatal  improvidence 
of  en|^aging  in  this  destructive  war. 

If  It  be  not  in  the  power  of  the  nation,  nor  of 
tbe  several  States,  nor  of  the  individuals,  to  pro- 
vide arms  for  eighty  thousand  militia,  why  call 
them  forth  to  eat  the  bread  of  idleness,  and  pro- 
vide the  certain  means  of  victory  to  our  foe,  and 
defeat  to  ourselves  ?  Why  continue  to  propagate 
delusion?  Why  this  empt^  boast  of  taking  Can- 
ada, of  expelling  the  British  from  every  foot  of 
the  Continent,  and  dictating  the  conditions  of 
peace  to  the  Court  of  London  ? 

Believe  me,  sir,  rather  believe  the  accounts, 
which  are  pouring  into  this  desolated  capital  by 
every  mail,  from  every  quarter  and  corner  of  the 
country,  that  blind  confidence,  wnich,  trusting  to 
proclamations  and  the  extravaeant  vaunts  of  ig- 
norance and  indolence,  has  delivered  this  gene- 
rous people  a  prey  to  the  weakest  of  men,  and 
the  worst  of  passions,  is  fast  dissipating,  and  will 
soon  cease  to  hide  from  them  the  dreadful  abyss 
into  which  they  have  been  plunged,  and  the  enor- 
mity of  those  delinquencies  which  have  impov- 
erished, dishonored,  and  degraded  (hem. 

Whether  it  be  true  or  not.  that  the  people  are 
capable  of  arming  themselves,  or  the  States  of 
providing  the  arms,  there  is  no  good  reason  for 
receiving  men  who  come  without  arms  and  equip- 
ments, and  thus  filling  your  muster  rolls  with 
such  beings,  as,  in  no  sense  of  the  word,  can  \m 
considered  soldiers,  but  mere  cormorants,  to  dei> 
vour  the  romaant  of  sasteaanoe,  which  can  yet 
be  wrung  from  this  industrious  nation^  whom 
presumptuous  folly  has  rendered  bankrupt. 

We  too  well  know  the  fact,  that  great,  riofa, 
and  powerful  States  issue  forth  unarmed  legions, 
and  boast  of  having  complied  with  requisitions 
for  soldiers  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country. 

We  are  told  that  tbe  Executive  provides  such 
men  with  arms  and  equipments.  Where  tbe 
authority  is  to  be  found  for  thus  favoring  any 
Stale  I  am  yet  to  learn.  If  allowed  to  some,  and 
not  to  all,  it' is  unequal,  and  therefore  unjust. 

Further,  sir,  some  years  since  a  law  was  enacted, 
appropriating  an  annual  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  of  arms  to  be  distributed  among  the 
States.  To  certain  favored  States  arms  were 
supplied,  to  others  none.  The  neglected  States 
have  lately  received  a  small  part  of  (heir  propor- 
tion. Whence  was  derived  the  authority  thus  to 
discriminate,  to  favor  some  States,  and  neglect 
others,  is  unknown  to  me.  Sure  I  am  it  is  con- 
sistent neither  with  policy  nor  justice. 

It  is,  however,  of  the  same  character  with  that 
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jastice,  or  ritber  injastice.  which  famishes  arms 
and  equipmeots,  rations  and  wages,  to  the  un- 
armed soldiers  of  some  of  the  States,  while  it  re- 
fuf«es  prorisions  and  payment  to  soldiers,  well 
armed  and  equipped,  who  are  called  forth  to  de- 
fend others,  and  aflford  that  protection  which  the 
United  States  had  expressly  guarantied  to  them, 
bnt  have  totally  neglected.  An  attempt  is  made 
to  justify  this  refusal,  on  pretensions  the  most 
nnlounded  and  illegitimate,  on  pretensions  set  up 
in  violation  of  that  principle  in  the  Constitution 
which  tnsnres  to  the  respective  States  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers  of  the  militia. 

I  have  said  that  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  to  govern  the  militia  exists  only  when  the 
militia  is  m  their  service. 

The  United  States  cannot 'govern  the  militia, 
cannot  train  them,  until  in  their  service,  and  even 
then  the  States,  respectively,  have  the  exclusive 
power  of  appointing  their  officers.  The  Coosii- 
ttttion  makes  but  one  exception  to  this  exclusive 
power,  that  is  in  favor  of  the  President  of  the 
tFnited  States,  who  is  declared  to  be  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  militia,  when  in  the  actual  service 
of  the  United  States.  There  is  not  a  tittle  of  au- 
thority for  any  other  officer  of  the  United  States 
to  assume  the  command  of  the  militia.  Thus 
sacredly  is  the  right  of  the  several  States  to  their 
militia  guarded  and  secured.  There  is  no  power 
of  the  individual  States,  so  positively  and  emphat- 
ically reserved.  The  other  powers  of  the  several 
States  depend  on  the  principle,  that  what  is  not 
granted  is  retained,  confirmed  by  an  express  stip- 
nlaticfti,  that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  Statett, 
are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
people ;  but  this  authority  of  the  respective  States 
OTer  their  militia,  recognised  in  the  Constitution 
as  **  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State,''  over 
and  above  the  force  attached  to  it  by  this  sound 
principfe^  is  guarantied  and  hedged  about  by  all 
the  seconties  and  guards  that  language  could  pre- 
scribe; and  if  it  can  be  invaded,  and  by  the  hon- 
orable members  of  this  Senate,  the  Constitutional 
giardians  of  the  rights  and  sovereignties  of  the 
tates,  there  is  an  end  of  all  security  from  Con- 
stitutions on  paper,  and  we  may  resign  ourselves 
to  the  contempt  and  ridicule  of  the  weakest  as 
well  as  the  wisest  of  men. 

All  the  otheroffipring  of  their  sovereignty  they 
had  resigned,  and  have  already  attended  them  to 
that  grave  which  has  swallowed  up  much  of  the 
honor,  most  of  the  property,  and  all  the  public 
credit  of  the  nation.  This  the  States  would  not 
surrender,  but  in  great  emergency,  and  for  very 
limited  periods,  always  keeping  them  within  their 
own  si^ht,  under  their  immediate  and  vi|nlant 
inspection,  and  under  the  peculiar  care  of  officers 
in  whom  they  had  a  special  confidence,  and  who 
could  look  to  them  alone  for  patronage  and  sup- 
port, that  the  affections  of  the  men  might  not  be 
alienated  from  their  parent  State.  On  this  force 
do  the  States  depend  for  protection  and  support, 
in  every  peril  that  can  be  imagined  from  domes- 
tie  violence  or  foreign  invasion,  and  in  that  dread- 
ed event,  which  Qod  grant  may  never  happen,  of 
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the  powers  which  they  had  surrendered  being 
turned  to  the  destruction  of  their  own  liberties. 

Every  one,  sir,  who  will  attentively  examine 
and  consider  the  language  of  the  Constitution; 
who  will  bring  to  his  mind,  either  by  recollection 
or  reading,  what  passed  in  the  several  States  when 
this  instrument  was  presented  to  them  for  accept- 
ance, will  be  satisfied  that  I  have  not  miscon- 
ceived nor  misconstrued  the  views  of  those  who 
framed,  or  of  those  who  ratified,  this  grant  of 
power  to  the  United  States. 

As  there  is  no  pretence  that  insurrections  exist, 
or  that  the  laws  cannot  be  executed,  and  there  is 
reason  for  expecting  invasion,  it  is  presumed  that 
the  bill  is  bottomed  on  that  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  authorizes  Congress  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion.  On 
this  ground  h  is  to  be  inferred,  for  the  bill  no- 
where mentions  this  to  be  the  object  of  the  requi- 
sition which  it  authorizes  the  President  to  make 
for  eighty  thousand  militia,  to  serve  for  two  years. 
The  service  to  which  they  are  called,  according 
to  the  title,  is  to  protect  the  frontiers  against  in- 
vasion. Now.  sir,  I  contend  Congress  has  no 
authority  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia, 
to  serve  for  two  years,  in  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  call- 
ing forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion.  What  is 
the  intent  of  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  which 
grant  this  power,  compared  with  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  instrument,  and  the  duties  of  the 
United  States?  To  repel  invasion,  means  to  re- 
sist and  drive  back  a  sudden  and  hostile  incur- 
siou.  On  an  expected  irruption,  the  militia  might 
naturally  be  presumable  to  be  the  only  force  at 
command ;  and,  from  the  interests  they  had  at 
stake,  might  be  expected  to  act  with  promptitude 
and  vigor.  Experience  had  shown  that  to  such 
service,  short  In  duration,  sudden  and  urgent  in 
emergency,  they  were  well  adapted;  While  for 
long  campaisnis,  and  extended  times  of  servicCi 
they  were  altogether  unfit.  Unprepared  by  dis- 
cipline, by  resular  and  constant  subordination,  to 
support  the  fatigues  and  privations  of  a  campi 
sucn  a  force  would  be  most  incompietent  to  dis- 
chari^  the  duties  of  protracted  Warfare.  The 
militia  consists  of  men  of  all  professions  and  of 
all  conditions.  The  enterprise  of  the  merchant, 
the  useful  and  indispensable  labor  of  the  a^ienl- 
turist,  the  steady  diligence  of  the  mechanic,  are 
all  sacrificed  by;  calling  them  to  act  the  part  of 
soldiers,  for  which  most  of  them  are  singularly 
disqualified,  and  all  their  various  branches  of  pro- 
ductive industry  are  ruined,  to  do  that  badly 
which  a  small  portion  of  their  earnings  could 
procure  to  be  well  done.  The  Constitution  never 
intended  that  the  militia  should  prosecute  the 
general  purposes  of  war ;  it  did  not  intend  that 
this  should  be  the  force  relied  on  for  permanent 
defence  and  protection  against  invasion ;  for  the 
instrument  expressly  guaranties  to  every  State, 
that  the  United  States  would  protect  each  of  them 
against  invasion.  Such  proteciion  could  be  af- 
forded only  by  ships  of  war,  and  fortresses,  well 
armed  and  manned.    This  could  not  !>©  done  by 
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the  militia  of  the  several  States,  over  which  the 
United  States  have  no  control,  except  a  verv 
Unaited  one,  and  in  certain  specified  cases,  which 
do  not  include  that  of  protecting  against  inva- 
sion, but  only  that  of  repelling  invasion  which 
actually  exists. 

The  section  that  insures  to  each  State  protec- 
tion a^inst  invasion,  confirms  the  meaning  I 
have  given  to  the  terms  repel  invanon. 

The  United  States  are  bound,  not  only  to  pro- 
tect each  of  the  States  from  invasion,  but  also  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence.  This  cannot 
be  done  by  the  militia,  but  must  be  by  regular 
armies,  which  they  have  power  to  raise  for  any 
length  of  time,  on  whatever  conditions  they  may 
please  to  prescribe,  and  under  whatever  officers 
they  may  choose  to  appoint.  The  militia  does 
not  belong  to  the  United  States;  they  cannot 
even  train  them,  nor  appoint  their  officers.  The 
militia  belong  to  the  several  States.  It  is  called 
the  militia  of  the  several  States  in  the  very  clause 
of  the  Constitution  which  constitutes  ^the  Presi- 
dent Commander<in*Chief  of  this  force  when  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

Nothing  could  be  more  strange  than  to  suppose 
that  the  Constitution  imposed  a  duty  of  this  im- 
portance on  one  power,  and  looked  to  the  forces 
of  another  for  its  performance,  over  which  forces 
the  power  on  whom  this  obligation  rested  had 
not  so  much  control  as  to  appoint  their  officers. 
or  even  train  them. 

It  would  be  equally  stranffe,  and  more  unjust, 
to  presume,  after  the  several  States  had  granted 
to  the  United  States  unlimited  powers  to  raise 
armies,  and  resources  competent  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses, in  return  for  which  the  United  States 
obliged  themselves  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence,  and  to  protect  each  State  against  inva- 
sion, that  the  United  States  could  rightfully  call 
on  the  several  States  to  make  this  common  de- 
fence^  and  protect  themselves  respectively  against 
invasion,  with  the  very  force  which,  in  terms  the 
most  unequivocal,  they  had  reserved  for  their 
own  purposes. 

The  language  of  the  Constitution  never  can  be 
'  tortured  into  such  absurd  contradictions,  nor  to 
effect  such  manifest  injustice;  yet  this  bill  can 
be  supported  on  no  other  construction.  It  author- 
izes a  requisition  on  the  several  States  for  their 
militia  to  defend  the  frontiers,  that  is.  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  and  for  the  protection  of  each  State 
against  invasion.  Duties  the  United  States  have 
solemnly  contracted  to  perform  for  those  States, 
on  whom  the  call  is  now  made  to  do  it  for  them- 
selves. 

Further,  the  bill  authorizes  the  President  to 
make  this  requisition  of  militia  to  serve  for  two 
years.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  authority  in  the 
Constitution  to  justify  a  call  for  their  service  for 
two  years.  When  the  object  contemplated  in  the 
Constitution  is  attained,  the  power  of  the  United 
States  ceases.  Its  authority  over  the  militia  is 
spent.  If  you  can  require  them  for  two,  you  may 
for  ten  years,  during  the  war,  or  for  life.  ' 

Neither  in  terms  nor  in  fact,  is  this  requisition 
made,  to  provide  for  any  of  the  cases  in  which 


theT  Constitution  authorizes  a  call  by  the  United 
States  for  the  militia  of  the  several  States. 

Although  the  men  may  possibly  be  suffered  to 
repel  an  invasion,  this  is  nowhere  mentioned  as 
any  part  of  their  duty,  or  any  portion  of  the  ser- 
vice they  are  expected  to  perform.  They  are 
called  out  generally  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers,  that  is,  to  protect  against  invasion,  a  duty 
specially  imposed  on  the  United  States,  by  an 
ex  press  jiro vision  of  the  Constitution,  and  one 
very  different  from  that,  viz:  to  repel  invasion, 
which  the  militia  is  bound  to  perform  at  the  re- 
quisition of  the  United  States. 

I  therefore  cannot  refrain  from  pronouncing 
this  bill  unconstitutional,  and  in  derogation  of 
rights  positively  reserved  to  the  several  States. 

The  second  section  provides  for  classing  the 
men,  and  procuring  the  number  wanted,  by  con- 
tract or  compulsion. 

The  United  States  have  no  authority  to  govern 
the  militia,  or  even  to  train  them,  until  they  are 
in  their  service.  .  This  right  is  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively.  By  this  bill  the  United  States 
undertake  to  govern  the  militia  previouslv  to  their 
being  brought  into  their  service,  and  to  direct  the 
mode  by  which  they  shall  be  called  forth,  that  is, 
to  distribute  the  whole  militia  of  each  State  into 
classes,  and  oblige  each  class,  voluntarily  raised 
by  their  order,  to  hire  a  man,  or  submit  to  a 
draught.  ^ 

This  is  the  first  step  on  the  odious  ground  of 
conscription;  a  plan,  sir,  which  never  will  and 
never  ought  to  be  submitted  to  by  this  country, 
while  it  retains  one  idea  of  civil  freedom — a  plan, 
sir,  which,  if  attempted,  will  be  resisted  by  many 
States,  and  at  every  hazard.  In  mv  judgment 
sir,  it  ;^hould  be  resisted  by  all  who  nave  any  re- 
gard to  public  liberty  or  the  rights  of  the  several 
States. 

This  provision  to  class  the  militia  into  divisions, 
and  take  from  each  an  individual  by  compulsion, 
will  appear  to  be  introduced  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  familiarizing  this  arbitrary  and  tyrannical 
process  to  the  minds  of  men,  by  making  the  first 
motion,  in  a  manner  presumed  to  be  the  least  dis- 
gusting, under  the  direction  of  State  officers,  and 
only  on  the  militia,  for  purposes  preteodedly  le- 
i;iiimate,  as  respects  that  body,  and  for  an  obiect 
the  most  interesting  to  them,  the  defence  of  their 
own  firesides.  The  people  readily  discern  that 
the  next  step  will  be  for  a  conscription,  for  any 
purpose  and  by  any  individual  designated  by  the  i 
Qeneral  Government. 

The  honey  on  the  edges  of  the  cup  will  not 
disguise  the  bitterness  of  the  venomous  drug  at  its 
bottom.    The  veil,  sir,  is  too  thin  to  conceal  the 
hideous  monster,  which  to  be  hated,  to  be  avoided,       ^ 
to  be  destroyed,  needs  but  to  be  seen. 

I  know  or  no  purpose,  I  can  conceive  of  none 
for  making  this  bill,  but  to  introduce  provisions 
as  the  ground-work  for  other  schemes,  which 
have  been  introduced  a  little  prematurely,  and 
before  this  deluded  people  can  be  brought  to  re- 
ceive the  last  chain,  which  shall  bind  them  to 
the  unrelenting  will  of  despotism.  Laws  are  now 
in  full  force,  which  provide  for  bringing  forth 


101 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


102 


NOTBMBBR,  1814. 


MUUta  qfthe  United  Statet. 


Sematb. 


the  miiitiaf  id  all  the  cases  authorized  hj  the 
Gonstttatioo.  These  hare  been  sanctioDed  by 
time  aod  ezperieoce,  and  the  provisions  have  been 
found  competent  to  their  object. 

There  never  has  been,  as  lean  learn,  the  small- 
est objection  in  a  single  State  to  rendering  prompt 
obedience  to  any  call  for  the  militia,  deemed  le- 
giiimate  by  those  on  whom  it  was  made,  and 
whenever  the  requisition  has  been  assented  to, 
there  has  been  no  delay,  no  tardiness,  no  inability 
in  the  uncontrolled  and  unassisted  power  of  the 
States  to  bring  forth  the  militia  demanded.  They 
need  neither  your  direction  nor  advice  how  to 
comply  with  Constitutional  requisition.  And 
they  will  not  suffer  your  interference  in  a  busi* 
aess  which  they  consider,  and  rightly  consider, 
their  own. 

There  is  a  section,  sir,  which  after  all  the  pre- 
tence to  provide  a  local  force,  for  the  defence  of 
the  homes  of  the  militia,  shows  the  whole  to  be 
a  delusion.  A  large  porch  i»  made,  and  fine  scaf- 
folding erected,  merely  to  introduce  the  General 
Governoient  to  the  private  purses  of  individuals 
to  aid  ihem  in  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
•Army ;  leaving  the  several  States,  as  they  always 
have  been,  to  uke  care  of  themselves,  while  the 
force  on  which  they  depended  is  marched  off  to 
perish  in  the  wilds  of  Canada. 

Finally,  the  several  States,  previously  to  the 
Confederation,  held  their  respective  militias  in 
undiminished  sovereignty ;  under  the  Confedera- 
tion, the  several  States  were  bound  to  keep  up 
a  regulated  and  disciplined  militia,  sufficiently 
armed  aud  accoutred;  but  the- supreme  control 
over  this  force  remained  with  them,  respectively, 
and  unaltered.  In  this  condition  they  were,  when 
the  existing  Constituiion  was  adopted. 
''  Every  right,  power,  or  authority,  not  delega- 

*  ted  by.  &he  Constitution  to  the  General  Govero- 

*  ment,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  is  re- 
'  served  to  th6  States  respectively."  No  general 
power  oirer  the  militia  was  delegated  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  only  power  delegated  in  this  re- 
spect was  a  limited  authority,  in  three  cases.  The 
United  States  can  exercise  no  other.  If  they  at- 
tempt to  extend  an  authority  beyond  the  grant, 
th^  several  States  have  a  right,  and  are  bound  by 
duty  to  their  own  citizens,  to  resist  the  usurpation. 
The  measure  and  manner  of  resistance  are  alto- 

S ether  within  their  own  discretion.  The  surren- 
er  of  such  rights  of  sovereignly,  and  of  other 
inferior  rights,  by  the  several  States,  as  the  Con- 
stitution contains,  was  with  a  view  of  attaining 
compensation  in  the  reciprocal  engagements  of 
the  United  Slates. 

The  several  Slates  granted  to  the  United  Slates 
power  to  raise  armies,  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy,  and  resources  sufficient  to  support  them. 
Id  consideration  for  parting  with  rights  so  essen- 
tial to  their  preservation,  they  received  a  solemn 
promise  from  the  United  Stales  that  they  would 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  protect  each 
State  against  inrasion.  Have  the  United  States 
done  either?  Does  not  this  bill  attempt  to  take 
from  the  several  States  that  force  which  they  had 
respectively  reserved  to  themselves  for  their  own 


Purposes,  and  apply  it  to  uses  which  the  United 
itates  are  bound  to  provide  for  by  other  means  7 
All  the  articles  of  a  league,  or  confederacy, 
have  the  force  and  nature  of  reciprocal  promises 
and  of  conditions,  which,  by  a  default,  are  ren- 
dered null. 

With  a  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  this 
Union  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  all  its 
members,  I  am  bound  to  resist  any  infraction  of 
the  ties  which  unite  them  together,  in  order  to 
render  perpetual  that,  which  seems  to  be  dissolT- 
inff  under  us. 

In  such  motives,  and  in  support  of  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  nation,  the  House  will  find  the 
grounds  of  my  opposition  to  this  bill.  The  only 
thing  wanted  from  Congress  in  relation  to  the 
militia,  under  the  existing  laws,  is  a  provision  for 
receiving  into  the  employment  and  pay  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President, 
such  bodies  of  State  troops,  for  such  terms  and 
under  such  canditions  as  any  of  them  may  con- 
sent to  raise. 

An  honorable  friend  of  mine,  from  the  Slate  of 
New  York,  now  deuin^o  from  this  House  by  in- 
disposition, anxious  to  afford  his  aid  in  providing 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  by  all  Constitutional 
means,  on  Saturday  last  offered  a  motion,  with 
this  view.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee which  introduced  the  bill,  declined  to  re- 
ceive it  at  that  time,  and  preferred  to  consider  it 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  He  being  un- 
ablej  for  the  reason  assigned,  now  to  submit  the 
motion,  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  the  same,  which 
is  in  the  following  words : 

"  That  the  committee  be  instmctod  so  to  modi^  the 
bill  that  it  shall  provide  for  calling  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  from  time  to  time,  in  execution  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  according  to 
the  mode  heretofore  practised,  — — ^  thousand  nufitiay 
to  aerre  for  terms  not  exceeding  nine  months ;  with 
an  option  to  the  several  States,  in  lien  of  such  detach- 
ments of  militia,  to  raise  and  furnish,  for  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  nnlesa 
sooner  discharged,  bodies  of  State  troops  equal  in 
number  to  their  respectiTe  quotas  of  militia;  such 
State  troops  to  be  organized,  armed,  and  equipped^ 
according  to  law ;  their  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the 
jrespective  States ;  their  services  to  be  limited  witfaia 
the  Stales  in  which  they  shall  be  raised,  or  within  an 
adjoining  State ;  to  be  subject  to  the  rnUs  and  arddea 
of  war,  and  to  receive  the  same  pay,  clothing,  rations^ 
and  forage,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  privilegee 
and  immunities  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  question  was 
dirided,  and  taken  on  recommitting  the  bill;  and 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays 
19,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillsrd» 
German,  Groldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  Thompson,  and  Varnum. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Giles,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker, 
Wharton,  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  GoLosBORODGB  then  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 


108 


BISTORT  OF  GOMBHSS. 


104 


SciiTATB. 


MUitia  aftke  Vfiiied  Siatei. 


Ndv^HBBft,  1614. 


Mr.  President :  When  the  scrbject  was  first 
brought  before  the  Committee,  I  was  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  be  absent,  and  have  therefore  only  had 
an  opportunity  of  iMissiDg  upon  some  of  its  pro* 
Yisions.  As  the  bill  has  now  arrived  at  that  stage 
of  its  progress  when  it  is  permitted  to  review  it 
throughout,  1  must  oJOTer  my  former  absence  as  an 
apology  for  detaining  the  Senate  a  few  moments, 
and  will  limit  myself,  in  the  course  of  my  remarks, 
to  two  points  only,  viz :  the  length  or  the  time 
the  militia  are  intended  to  be  kept  out,  and  the 
mode  of  ciassin^^  them  to  force  them  out. 

I  had  hoped,  sir,  though  vainly,  that,  among  the 
innumerable  amendments  whico  this  bill  was 
destined  to  sufier,  it  would  have  been  so  radically 
reformed  in  principle  and  so  ameliorated  in  its 
provisions,  that  I  could  have  voted  for  it.    The 

Srofessed  object  of  this  bill,  the  defence  of  the 
States,  is  particularly  dear  to  me,  and,  if  pursued 
in  a  Constitutional  mode,  would  command  my 
hearty  concurrence;  but  I  have  td  lament  that 
the  measure,  which  now  seems  likely  to  be  adopt- 
ed for  that  purpose,  is  such,  that  I  cannot  partici- 
pate in  it.  Notwithstanding  the  unrelaxing  ex- 
ertions which  have  been  made  to  bring  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  this  bill  within  the  fair  limits  of  Con- 
stitutional jurisdiction,  and  to  temper  its  severity 
to  the  feelings  of  the  people,  its  greatest  deform- 
ity still  exists,  the  most  hideous  feature  in  its 
whole  composition  remains  unsoftened,  and  I  am 
therefore  bound  by  a  solemn  sense  of  duty  to  the 
country,  and  acting  under  the  awfhl  responsibil- 
ity of  an  oath,  to  oppose  its  passage. 

There  has  been  a  marked  and  studied  dintinc- 
tion  preserved  between  the  army  and  the  militia 
of  the  country.  The  one  is  a  permanent,  the 
other  a  temporary  fbree,  intended  for  temporary 
purposes.  In  time  of  peace,  no  force  is  more 
competent,  none  more  adapted  "  to  repress  insur- 
rections, or  to  execute  the  laws,''  than  the  mili- 
tia ;  but,  surely,  sir,  it  can  never  be  intended  to 
be  exclusivel/relied  on  for  defehce,  during  a  pe- 
riod of  War.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  when  the 
Constitution  speaks  of  the  militia  "  to  repel  inva- 
sion." it  rather  regarded  the  occasional  irruptions 
of  the  Indians  upon  our  back  frontiers,  than  the 
disembarking  of  large  bodies  of  finely  trained  Eu- 
ropean troops  npoo  our  shores.  Those  who  are 
praetically  skilled  in  the  art  of  war  will  tell  you, 
that  nothing  bat  the  system  and  discipline  of 
regulars,  eigi  meet  regulars  with  effect ;  and  al- 
thottgh  occasions  may  be  presetited  when  militia 
have  merited  every  honor  which  can  be  due  to 
victory  and  good  conduct,  yet  an  exclusive  reli- 
ance on  them,  in  times  like  these,  threatened,  as 
we  arej  with  formidable  fleets  and  armies,  would 
be  to  discard  the  best  lessons  of  experience,  and 
to  jeopardize  the  fate  of  the  country.  That  the 
militia,  as  such,  would  be  a  good  auxiliary  force, 
I  am  prepared  to  admit.  Dispersed  through  eve- 
ry part  of  the  country  and  formed  into  conve- 
nient co^ps,  they  might  be  made  to  fall  upon  and 
harass  the  enemy  at  his  landing,  and  from  their 
superior  knowledge  of  the  country,  under  brave 
and  enterprising  officers,  they  would  gall  him, 
impede  and  obstruct  his  progress,  until  the  disci- 


plined rej^ttlars,  which,  in  a  war  like  this,  ought 
to  be  stationed  at  eligible  points,  and  in  consider- 
able bodies,  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  could  be  brought  to  their  relief.  If,  to  rem- 
edy the  defecU  of  want  of  discipline  in  the  mili- 
tia, it  is  contemplated  to  confine  them  to  a  camp 
for  two  years,  it  is  this  unusual  period  of  service, 
it  is  the  mode  that  is  intended  to  be  used  to  force 
them  out,  and  the  conversion  of  the  militia  into 
regular  troops  that  I  complain  of.  and  which,  in 
my  judgment,  constitutes  a  palpable  and  flagrant 
violation  of  the  Constitution. 

In  the  general  enumeration  of  the  powers  of 
Congress,  sir,  we  shall  £nd  that  pari  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  bears  upon  this  subject.  CoUffress 
shall  have  power  '*  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  inyasions.'^  These 
are  the  three  objects  for  which  Congress  can 
alone  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia,  and  when 
these,  or  either  of  these  objects,  cease  to  exist,  the 
militiaarenolongersubjecttoduty.  It isimpossiMe 
for  Congress  to  decide  how  long  the  militia  shall 
be  held  to  service,  because  they  cannot  determine 
how  long  the  emergency  will  exist  for  which' 
they  are  called.  It  is,  therefore,  that  we  are  to 
understand  the  language  of  the  Constitution  as 
confining  the  power  of  Congress  entirely  to  pro- 
viding how  and  by  whom  the  call  upon  the  mili- 
tia is  to  be  made,  leaving  the  respoTtsibitity  both 
of  the  call  and  of  the  decision  on  the  eontlnuance 
of  the  service  upon  that  power  to  which  Con- 
gress shall  think  proper  to  assign  it;  mud  leaving 
It  also  exclusively  to  the  States,  to  whom  alone 
it  rightfully  belongs,  to  furnish  the  troops  in  their 
own  way.  So  far  from  Congress  having  any  Con- 
stitutional power  to  retain  Che  militia  in  service 
for  a  fixed  and  determinate  period  of  time,  the 
Constitotion  has  itself  given  another  standard  by 
which  their  term  of  service  shall  be  measured, 
and  that  is,  the  continuance  of  the  exigence  they 
are  called  to  meet.  After  Congress  have  pro- 
Tided  for  calling  out  the  militia,  by  vesting  the 
power,  as  it  usually  has  done,  in  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  it  has  discharged  ail 
its  duties,  and  the  President  will  then  decide  upon 
his  responsibility  to  the  nation,  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  exercise  the  power,  and  when  the  exigence 
for  which  the  call  was  authorized  ceases  to  exist. 
As  Congress  cannot  calculate  the  length  of  time 
during  which  either  insurrection,  or  opposition 
to  the  taws,  or  invasion,  may  continue,  and  Us  the 
power  thus  vested  in  the  President  to  make  the 
call  and  judge  of  the  period  of  service,  might,  in 
certain  events,  impose  a  long,  and  painful,  and 
ruinous  duty,  upon  one  body  of  the  militia,  the 
general  power  given  to  Congress  to  provide  for 
calling  them  forth,  clearly  enables  them  to  pro- 
vide a  succession  of  militia  at  easy  intervals,  to 
take  the  place  of  those  who  are  on  duty ;  so  as  to 

f prevent  the  whole  burden  from  falling  too  severe- 
y  upon  any  one  portion  of  the  people.  It  was  in 
this  view  of  the  Constitution,  and  with  this  inten- 
tion, that  the  law  of  February,  1795,  was  passed» 
to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia.  The 
fourth  section  of  the  law  is,  "that  the  militia 
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<  emplpf  ed  in  tke  serTiee  of  tbe  United  Statca, 
'  shall  be  tabject  to  the  same  rales  and  articles  of 
'  war  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States ;  and 
'  that  no  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  pri« 
*  Tate,  of  the  militia,  shall  be  compelled  to  serre 
'  more  than  three  months  after  his  arriTal  at  the 
'  place  of  rendezToos,  in  an^  one  jrear,  nor  more 
'  than  in  due  rotation  with  erery  other  able-bod* 
'  ied  man  of  tbe  same  rank  in  the  battalion  to 
'  which  he  belongs." 

This  early  exposition  of  this  part  of  tbe  Conati- 
totion  is  nnquestienably  the  surest  and  the  safest 
guide  of  construction ;  and  as  the  powers  here 
eranted  were  both  to  be  Tested  in  and  exercised 
by  the  illustrious  President  of  the  CouTention 
which  formed  that  Constitution,  and  the  act  itself 
feceived  hia  sanction,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture 
how  tbe  true  intent  and  meaning  of  any  part  of 
tbftt  instrument  could  be  more  ckarly  and  more 
satisfactorily  ascertained.  B^  this  law,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  call 
out  tbe  militia,  but  they  cannot  be  kept  in  service 
longer  than  three  months  after  their  arrival  at 
the  place  of  rendezTous,  nor  can  they  be  made  to 
serve  longer  than  a  due  rotation  with  every  other 
member  of  the  same  rank  in  the  battalion  from 
which  they  are  taken.  Here,  then,  I  derive  the 
distinction  between  Congress  undertaking  to 
provide,  by  law,  that  the  militia  shall  be  kept  in 
camp  for  two  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and 
their  providing  by  law  that  the  militia  shall  not 
'  be  kept  gut  more  than  three  months.  In  the  first 
case,  Congress  are  made  to  prescribe  the  time  for 
which  they  shall  be  kept  in  camp,  which  they 
have  no  power  to  do.  In  the  last,  so  far  from 
designating  the  time  they  shall  serve,  they  only 
mean  to  prescribe  tbe  period  of  lotaiion,  beyond 
which  the  same  body  of  militia  shall  not  serve. 
If  the  emerff^ncjr  continues  beyond  three  months, 
new  calls  c»  militiamen  are  ta  be  made  to  relieve 
those  who  perform  tbe  tirst  tour  of  dutv ;  and  it 
is  not  and  never  was  intended,  by  the  language 
ef  the  Constitution,  that  Couffress  should  say  how 
lonff  the  militia  shall  serve,  out  merely  judginj^ 
of  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  necessi- 
ties and  conveniences  of  the  j>eople^  they  govern 
themselves  by  such  considerations  in  exercising 
their  powers  '<to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
BiiUtia"  in  such  numbers,  and  in  such  rotation, 
as  the  public  emergency  may  require.  The  dis- 
tinction, to  my  view,  is  neitner  subtle  nor  nice, 
but  fonnded  in  a  just  discretion,  and  exerted  for  a 
correct  and  benevolent  purpose,  to  rescue  the 
^ceat  body  of  the  people  from  a  painful  and  un- 
just oppression. 

So  far,  sir,  from  vesting  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  with  power  to  call  the  militia  into 
camp  for  two  years,  you  well  know,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  great  contest  of  the  Convention 
was,  whether  this  power,  ^'  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia,"  should  be  given  to  Congress  at 
all.  And  it  was  a  question  of  long,  dubious,  and 
animated  debate,  whether  it  should  be  left  exclu- 
sively to  the8tates,or  whether  it  should  be  given 
in  certain  specified  cases,  to  be  exercised  by  the 
Federal  Government.  •  If,  at  that  time,  it  could 


hav«  been  anticipated  that  the  power  thus  reiac* 
tantly  and  jealously  yielded  up  and  guarded  by 
strict  limitation,  would  ever  have  been  used,  by 
this  or  any  other  Congress,  to  drag  the  people  of 
this  country  from  their  homes,  their  families,  and 
their  occupations,  to  consign  them  to  tbe  toils 
and  deprivations  of  a  camp  for  two  years,  thoee 
celebrated  champions  in  that  great  cause,  who 
have  been  justly  styled  the  fathers  of  our  Conati- 
ttttiott,  would  never  have  prevailed  to  have  pro- 
cured this  power  to  the  General  Government. 

But,  sir.  the  unconstitutionality  of  this  mean- 
ure,  though  defect  enough  to  justify  my  opposi- 
tion to  it,  is  not  the  only  defect.  There  is  a  rigor 
and  severity  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill  never 
before  practised,  which  will  stir  up  a  feeling  of 
uneasiness  and  restless  displeasure,  and  which  the 
condition  of  the  people  of  this  country  will  not' 
endure.  On  whom,  let  me  ask,  sir,  will  this  griev- 
ous oppression  principally  fall  ?  It  will  fall  upon 
the  middling  ranks  in  society,  upon  your  tenan- 
try, your  mechanics,  your  mannfaetnrert— men 
who  constitute  the  very  bone  and  muscle  of  your 
population.  Mei^of  wealth  will  procure  subeti- 
tntee— the  poorest  and  humblest  in  rank  will  be 
compelled  by  their  necessitiea,  during  a  period  of 
war,  to  enliat  with  recruiting  sergeants,  or  to  be 
absorbed  by  tbe  provisions  in  the  ninth  section  of 
this  bill ;  whilst  the  chief  burden  of  this  odiona 
conseription  will  fall  upon  those  whose  circun* 
stances  in  life  are  too  humble  to  afibrd  extmva* 
gant  bounties  for  substitutes,  bitt  whose  fieelmgs 
are  too  proud,  and  habita  too  repntabUt,  to  snflSc 
them  to  become  the  corrupted  bireliaffs  of  olhen. 
This  class  of  men,  thus  marked  out  Tor  destrue* 
tion  by  this  bill,  is  infinitdj  the  most  numerooab 
as  well  as  the  most  uaeful  la  society.  Their  ser- 
vices, in  their  respective  avocations,  are  essential 
to  tbe  interest  as  well  as  to  the  convenienoe  of 
the  communitv  in  which  they  Uwe^  and  their  nef 
sonal  labor  and  daily  attention'to  their  own  amlrt 
are  indispensably  necessary  to  the  support  of 
themselves  and  their  families.  To  tear  these  men 
away  from  home  to  serve  in  the  militia  for  oalr 
three  months  at  a  time^  is  to  impose  a  serious  evil 
on  them,  but  if  you  drag  them  off,  as  yon  here 
contemplate  by  this  bill,  and  keep  them  in  camp 
for  two  years,  you  complete  their  ruin,  you  entau 
distress  and  misery  upon  their  families,  perhapa 
starvation  and  death.  During  their  absence,  and 
an  absence,  too,  under  a  ayatem  of  coercion  be- 
fore unheard  of  in  our  country,  their  former  hab- 
itations will  become  the  abodes  of  wretchedness. 
Sir,  I  want  iangua|;e  to  depict  the  sufierings  that 
will  flow  from  this  tyrannical  system.  Those 
whom  the  industry  of  a  father  or  a  husband  mar 
have  once  clad  in  simple  neatness,  and  fed  with 
comfortable  fare,  will  oe  left  disconsolate  in  pen- 
ury.  to  wrap  their  chilled  Embs  in  the  uttered 
remnants  of  his  former  bounty.  Deprived,  by 
this  your  act,  of  their  only  source  of  comfort,  Aeu 
protector  and  support,  many  who  have  been  bred 
in  all  the  decencies  of  life,  will  be  thrown,  like 
common  mendicants,  upon  the  world,  to  subsist 
upon  its  precarious  cnarity.  Should  it  be  ordain- 
ed that  the  wretched  father  is  to  be  restored  to 
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his  former  home,  after  the  expiration  of  this  lio- 
geriog  and  ruiQoas> period  of  service,  he  will  re- 
tarn,  not  to  the  cheerfol  cottage  which  he  left, 
where  joy  and  plenty'  smiled,  bat  to  a  comfort- 
less dwelling,  from  which  want  and  misery  have 
chased  every  endearment,  save  only  those  whom 
Providence  may  have  spared,  to  meet  their  bene- 
factors' return,  with  haggard  eye  and  sqaaiid  as- 
pect, the  miserable  evidences  or  his  long  and  era- 
el  exile.  These,  sir,  are  to  be  some  of  the  certain 
results  of  this  dreadful  conscription;  and  how 
few  of  the  many  who  are  doomed  to  suffer,  now 
dream  of  the  distress  which  you  are  at  this  hour 
preparing  for  them  1  Sir,  believe  me,  there  is  no 
fiction  in  all  this;  it  is  but  a  faint  sketch  of  the 
calamities  that  are  destined  to  affict  us,  the  real- 
ity of  which  will  far  outstrip  the  anticipation  of 
'the  liveliest  imagination.  Let  me  then  ask  you, 
air,  if  you  really  intend  to  adopt  this  system  as 
the  law  of  the  land,  hostile  as  it  is  to  the  Consti- 
tution, and  pregnant  with  all  these  ills  ?  Have 
the  peoole  of  this  country  not  yet  suffered  enough? 
Will  this  honorable  Senate,  wise,  discreet,  and 
reflecting,  on  whom  the  nation  rests  its  hopes,  to 
whom  they  have  been  taught  to  look  in  the  mo- 
ment of  anxiety  and  trial,  and  upon  whose  floor, 
we  have  been  once  told,  the  last  expiring  strug- 

fles  of  the  liberties  of  this  country  would  be  ex- 
ihited,  if  they  are  doomed  to  expire — will  they 
sanction,  by  their  approbation,  sucn  a  measure  as 
this?  I 

Sir,  it  is  not  wise  in  those  who  are  ambitious 
of  fame  to  indulge  too  mudih  in  prophetic  views 
of  things,  but  I  iancy  that  I  put  little  to  hazard, 
when  I  say,  carry  this  system  into  execution  when 
you  will,  and  you  will  find  that  the  people  of  the 
country  will  not  bear  it;  not  that  a  party  will 
not  bear  it,  but  the  great  body  of  the  people  will 
frown  in  di  en  ant  upon  this  attempt  to  despoil 
themoftheblessingjs  of  their  Constitutional  rights 
and  personal  liberties. 

Sir,  yon  dare  not^  at  least  I  hope  you  dare  not, 
attempt  a  conscription  to  fill  the  ranks  of  your 
regular  army.  When  the  plan  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  made  its  appearance,  it  was  gratifying  to 
find  that  it  met  with  the  abhorrence  of  almost 
every  man  in  the  nation,  and  the  merit  of  the  bill 
before  you,  if  such  a  measure  can  be  supposed  to 
have  merit  at  all,  is,  that  it  is  little  else^  as  regards 
the  militia,  than  a  servile  imitation  of  the  Secre- 
tary's plan.  And  will  you  treat  your  militia  with 
more  rigor  than  you  are  willing  to  practise  upon 
your  regular  soldiers?  Will  you  adopt  a  system 
of  tyranny  towards  them,  that  you  are  reluctant 
to  attempt  towards  the  Army  ?  Availiog  your- 
selves of  the  popular  appellation  of  militia,  you 
andertake  to  enforce  a  system  of  conscription 
whose  very  severity  must  rouse  those  who  may 
have  been  lulled  into  acquiescence,  by  a  total 
want  of  suspicion.  Thus,  sir,  it  is,  tnat  the  war- 
spirit  of  the  nation  has  sunk  so  low  that,  like  the 
fallen  public  credit  of  the  country,  neither  banks 
or  bounties  can  revive  it.  And  the  advocates  of 
this  bill,  becoming  rash  by  disaster,  since  neither 
Bionstrous  bounties  in  money  or  in  land  will  avail 
theffii  now  call  upon  us  to  pursae  the  freemen  ojf 


the  country,  even  to  their  very  hearths  and  fire* 
sides,  to  drag  them  forth  in  handcuffs  to  the  field 
of  battle,  there  to  fight  against  the  wrongs  of  im- 
pressment, and  to  conquer  the  freedom  of  the 
seas. 

Mr.  President^  there  in  a  foreboding  that  arises 
from  all  this  which  fills  me  with  the  deepest  con- 
cern. The  growth  of  tyrannv,  when  it  once  be- 
gins, is  strong  and  rapid.  A  few  years  past  and 
the  name  of  conscription  was  never  uttered  but 
it  was  coupled  with  execration ;  last  year,  it  found 
its  way  into  a  letter  from  the  then  Secretary  of 
War  to  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee^ 
and  it  was  then  so  odious  that  it  was  but  little 
exposed  to  view.  This  year,  we  have  conscrip- 
tion openly  recommended  to  us  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  an  official  paper;  and,  worst  of  all,  it 
finds  champions  and  advocates  on  this  floor.  What 
have  we  to  expect  next,  but  that,  in  the  ensuing 
year,  we  shall  see  it  stalking  abroad  through  the 
land,  accompanied  by  its  loathsome  train  of  fet- 
ters and  chains,  and  executioners.  And  why  is 
all  this  to  be  done?  The  necessity  of  the  crisis 
is  offered  as-  the  plea;  yes,  sir,  necessity,  that 
blood-stained  plea  of  tyrants,  which  has  served 
every  scheme  of  usurpation^  to  sacrifice  the  lives 
and  liberties  of  men,  to  aid  its  projects  of  self-ag- 
grandizement and  ambition,  is  now  given  to  justi- 
fy this  measure ;  nothing  is  therefore  left  to  us, 
but,  before  it  be  too  late,  to  improve  the  expe- 
rience which  the  misfortunes  of  others  have 
taught  us,  to  our  own  and  the  national  preserva-  ' 
tion.  The  necessities  of  the  times,  of  which  we 
hear  so  much  and  feel  so  sensibly,  ou^ht  properly 
enough  to  urge  us  to  active  and  animated  exer- 
tions in  behalf  of  the  nation ;  there  is  a  vigor  and  a 
zeal  which  should  characterize  all  our  conduct  at 
this  doubtful  moment;  but  the  ardor  which  im- 
pels to  action  should  be  watched,  lest  it  betray  us 
into  error  and  excess.  Times  of  imminent  peril 
and  alarm,  are  periods  when  public  liberty  is 
most  in  danger,  and  it  is  difficult  to  decide  whe- 
ther be  is  the  worthiest  patriot  who  goes  to  bat-' 
tie  in  defence  of  a  nation's  rights,  or  he  who  stands 
the  faithful  sentinel  over  the  Constitution  in  times 
of  general  effervescence,  to  guard  it  from  viola- 
tion and  abuse. 

Unwilling,  sir,  to  consume  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate, whose  patience,  as  well  as  my  own,  has  beea 
much  exhausted  by  the  lingering  progress  of  this 
bill,  1  shall  content  myself  with  the  remarks  I 
have  made  upon  the  point  which  seemed  most 
particularly  to  demand  an  open  and  avowed  op- 
position* Having  before  taken  an  occasion  to 
express  my  opinion  upon  the  other  exceptionable 
parts  of  the  bill,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  re- 
capitulation. 

I  must  once  more  express  to  you,  Mr.  President, 
the  deep  regret  I  feel,  at  not  being  able  to  give 
my  vote  in  favor  of  a  measure,  which  is  said  to  be 
designed  to  be  for  (he  defence  of  the  States.  There 
is  not  a  man  in  this  Senate,  or  in'  this  nation,  who 
is  more  willing,  or  who  will  go  further  in  apply- 
ing the  true  means  of  the  country  to  its  defence 
at  this  time,  than  myself.  But,  upon  all  questions, 
sir,  there  ara  certain  boands  beyond  which  1  can  ' 
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oever  eonseot  to  go ;  and  I  must  be  understood 
at  all  times,  wbatever  pledges  I  may  make,  as 
imposing  this  restriction,  this  obligation  upon  m  y- 
self,  yiz:  oeither  to  overleap  the  limits  of  the 
X^oosU'tDtion,  or  to  be  accessary  to  an  inrasion  of 
the  essential  principles  of  civil  liberty. 

On  tbe  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
tbeo  taken  and  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
•       yeas  19,  naya  12,  as  follows : 

YiAs — ^Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Ghace, 
Condit,  Fromenttn,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker,  Whar- 
ton, and  Wortfaington. 

Nati — Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  German, 
Gddsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hnnter,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Thompson,  and  Yamnm. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  '*An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the 
several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States  against  invasion." 

Wednesdat,  November  23. 
DBATH  OF  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 
About  the  hour  of  meeting,  a  report  having 
reached  the  Senate  Chamber  of  the  death  of  the 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  mem- 
bers from  Massachusetts,  Messrs.  Varnum  and 
QoRB,  proceeded  to  his  lodgings  to  ascertain  the 
fact;  and,  on  their  returo,  having  announced  the 
fact  to  the  Senate,  the  following  proceeding  took 
place,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe, 

The  Senate,  being  informed  of  the  death  of  their 
distiiigiiished  fellow-citizen,  £x.b«id6s  Gsb.«t,  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States, 

Do  Resolve,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  jointly 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  consider  and  re- 
port meariores  most  proper  to  manifest  the  public  re- 
spect lor  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  expressive 
of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  the  less  of  a  citizen  so  highly  respected  and 
revered. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Qore,  Varnum,  Smitb, 
Anderson,  and  Gaillard.  be  the  committee. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe,  ; 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  decease  of  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,!  and  communi- 
cate the  foregoing  resolution.      ' 

A  message  from  the  House  of  .Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  io 
.the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee,  to  consider  and  report  mea- 
sures proper  to  manifest  the  public  respect  for. the 
memory  of  tbe  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  deceased;  and  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  part. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Tbuesday,  November;  24. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qore. 
Re$olvedj  unafdmoualy  ,That  from  an  unfeigned 


respect  to  the  late  Elbridqb  Gbrry,  Vice  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the- 
Senate,  the  Chair  of  the  President  of  the  Senate 
be  shrouded  with  black  during  the  present  ses- 
sion ;  and  as  a  further  testimony  ol  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members  of  the 
Senate  will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  black 
crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 


Friday,  November  25. 

The  resolution  brought  up  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  the  22d  instant,  for  appointing  a 
joint  committee,  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec*' 
ond  reading. 

The  resolution  for  furnishing  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Journals 
of  Congress,  and  of  the  documents  published  un- 
der their  order,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  petty  officers  and  seamen 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Joshua  Barney;" 
and  Mr.  Smith  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gaillard,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  so  as  to  include  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  of  the  marine  corps, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  April  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ;  and,  on  motion.^ 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponea^ 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies ;  on  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies;  and  on  bills  of 
exchange  of  certain  descriptions ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered, 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDING  OPHCER 
On  mbtion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  that  the  Senate 

now  proceed  to  the  election  of  President  pro 

tempore, 
Mr.  German  submitted  the  following  motion  : 
"  RUohed,  That  the  Senate  will  on  Monday  next, 

at  12  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  President  ^ro 

tempore**^ 

This  question  was  negatived  by  the  following 
vote : 

For  the  motion — ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Oerman, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Msson, 
and  Thom^n — 10. 

Agairuttt — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb^  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  GaiUard,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Tnmer,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton— 20. 

Mr.  Brent's  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  a  choice  accordingly. 

On  the  first  ballot,  the  whole  number  of  votes 
being  thirty,  there  were :  For  Mr.  Umx-ua^b,  u  •, 
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Mr.  KiNQ,  IO5  Mr.  Chacs,  3;  Mr.  Anderson, 
1;  Mr.  Smith,  1 )  and  Mr.  Tait,  1. 

Ob  the  secoad  ballot,  there  were:  For  Mr. 
<xAiLLARD,  16;  Mr.  King,  10;  Mr.  Chace.  5; 
and  Mr.  Anderson,  1. 

Mr.  Gaillard  was  therefore  j^eclared  duly 
elected  ;  aod,  or  taking  the  Chair,  addressed  the 
Senate  nearly  a3  follows: 

**  Honorable  Gentlemen :  While  I  lament  the  fud- 
den  and  melancholy  event  which  has  led  to  the  dis- 
tingaiBhed  honor  conferred  on  me,  I  am  so  truly  aen- 
flibla  of  my  own  incompetency  to  diachar^  the  dntiea 
of  the  station  to  which  I  am  called-in  a  manner  aoitar 
bb  to  their  importance,  and  coireapondent  to  the 
dignity  of  this  honorable  body,  that  I  approach  the 
^ercise  of  them  with  unfeigned  diffidence  and  appre- 
henaion.  All  that  I  dare  hope  is,  that  my  efforts  will 
be  considered  as  the  result  of  well-meant  intentions : 
aU  that  I  dare  promise  is,  that  my  best  exertions  shall 
be  directed  to  a  faithful  and  impartial  execution  of  the 
trust  confided  to  me.  Relying,  then,  on  the  candor  and 
liberality  which  have  ever  characterized  this  respectable 
AMenbly,  I  will  proceed  to  the  perfbrmance  of  the 
duties  aasigned  me." 
'  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint  him  that 
the  Senate  have,  in  consequence  of  the  decease 
of  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
elected  the  Honorable  John  Qaillard  President 
of  the  Senate  mro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Seeretarv  make  a  similar 
communication  to  the  House  or  Representatives. 

Saturday,  November  26. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnoh,  to  amend  the 
Jonrsal  of  yesterday*  by  striking  out  the  follow 
\tk^  words : 

<*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson, 

<<  Haying  been  required  by  a  majority,"  and  insert- 
ingf  in  lieu  thereof  ^  being  desired  by  one-fiiUi,"  so  to 
read,  ^  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of 
the  Senators  present." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirm atire— yeas  18 
nays  7. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  the  yeas  and  nays 
paving  been  desired  by  one-firth  of  the  Senators 
present,  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German, 
Qoldsboroagh,  Horsey,  'Hunter,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Morrow,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Var-. 
num,  and  Walker. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  La- 
cock,  Roberts,  and  Robinson. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  dar- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  present  war,  to  make 
an  additional  allowance  to  the  owners  and  mas- 
ters of  vessels  for  bringing  back  to  the  United 
States  destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen ;" 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  was  tben  read  a  third  time,  by  unan- 
iipous  consent,  and  passed. 


Mr.  Hunter  called  up  the  petition  of  Heary 
Nimmo,  of  Warren,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Islaodi 
presented  on  the  3d  of  March,  1814,  praying  the 
remission  of  certain  duties  on  one  hundred  l)ales 
of  cotton,  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  State  of , 
Georgia,  as  therein  stated ;  and,  on  his  motion,  it ' 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs* 
Hunter,  Roberts,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Frouentin.  from  the  committee  to  wjlioai 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Aa  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Castille,  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans," reported  it  without  amendment;  and,  on 
his  motion,  the  bill  was  considicred  as  in  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole,  and  it  was  <9rdiefed  t^  a  t&Ar4 
jading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  laying  duties 
on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa<- 
nies;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted 
by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  com{)anies ;  aod 
on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  description!;,  waa 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend 
the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  improTe- 
ment  00  steam  engines;  and,  after  debate,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

Monday,  November  28. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  on  the  questiooi 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  ?  on  motion^  by  Mr.  Smits,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morvaw. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Represe^ita- 
tives,  appointing  a  committee  on  their  part  to  Joia 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  oa  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whether  Coa- 
gress  may  not  be  more  conireniently  accommo- 
dated,  either  by  an  alteration  of  the  present 
Chambers*  or  by  procuring  other  rooms  within  a 
convenient  distance  of  the  public  offices,  wan 
read  the  second  time,  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certam 
companies ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  dis- 
counted by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
nies; and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descrip- 
tions, having  been  reported  correct,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was 
determined  in.  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  7, 
as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chase,  Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tdt,  Taylor,  Turn- 
er, Vamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hun- 
ter, Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

So  it  was  RCBolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  a^d 
that  the  title  thereof  be  *'An  act  supplementary  to 
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M  Bet  iKYiBg  dBiies  OD  B«te0  of  baoka,  Imokwrs, 
and  eertftto  eoiftpBaies;  <m  Boies,  bonds,  ftnd  ob- 
li^Btioos^  discounted  bf  banks,  bankers,  aad  oer* 
tain  companies,  and  on  btlls  of  esebange  of  cer- 
tftiB  doeriplions. 

The  biJi.  entiiled  *<An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Joiw 
Cascille,  of  tbe  city  of  New  Orleans,''  was  read  a 
tbtrd  time,  and  fwssed. 

The  Sennte  resumed,  99  in  Gomoiittee  of  the 
Whole^.ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
time  of  Oliver  Erans^s  patent  for  his  improvement 
OD  steam  eng^ines ;  andf  sundry  amendments  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  t^ib  bill  be  engrossed 
and  lead  a  thixd  time  a^  amexided  7  it  was  de^ 
tarmined  in  the  affirng^tiv^^yeas  1^,  nays  8,  ^^ 
fpUowJi: 

Ymau  liewni*  AndeiwMi,  Bledsoe,  Btomn,  Chase, 
CsBdit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gafflazd,  Oerman,  Hotbsv, 
Hontsr,  Lambsft,  M OROsr,  Roberts,  Robmson,  dmitt, 
Tait,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Whai^on. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bibb,  Breat,  Daggett,  Goldsbovongh, 
LaeQck,  Mason,  Taylor,  and  Thompeoii. 

Mr.  QoLDSBORouGH,  from  the  joint  Library 
Committee  of  Congress,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
refeited,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase 
of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  oo  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  were  referred  two  resdutions  of 
the  7th  instant/*  inetructing  them  to  inquire  what 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  apiM>iQtment  of 
officers  above  the  grade  of  Captain  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,"  and  also,  *'to  inquire  what 
provision  should  be  made  for  conferring  naval 
rank  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  meritorious 
service,"  made  a  report  as  follows : 

That  your  committee  asqome  it  as  a  policy  now  set* 
tied,  that  the  United  States  are  to  have  a  permanent 
Naval  Establishment,  which  is  to  bo  gradnally  in- 
creased, aiccording  to  circumstances,  and  as  the  ability 
of  the  Government  may  permit.    Your  committee  deem 


it  unnecessary  to  go  into  a  course  of  reasoning  to  sup- 
port the  soundness  of  this  potior,  and  to  establish  (what 
is  now  generally  conceded)  that  a  navy  is  the  most 
appropriate,  the  moat  efficient,  and  the  least  expensive 
defenoe  of  this  country. 

The  oommerdal  and  maritime  habits  of  a  large  por- 
tion <^  the  people  of  the  United  States  press  them  to 
the  ocean ;  nenoe  have  aiiMn  competition  and  rival- 
ship  with  other  nation*,  pursuing  the  same  eoaxse  of 
industry.  The  history  of  all  nations  teaches  as  that 
the  persons  and  the  property  of  our  oitixens  oa  the  higii. 
seas,  unprotected^  must  be  (as  indeed  they  have  been) 
the  subjects  of  frequent  violence  and  injustice.  The 
trae  remedy  against  these  maritime  wron^  is  maritime 
foree.  A  navy,  growing  up  with  the  growth  of  the 
nation,  cannot  fail,  before  the  laose  of  many  years,  to 
procure  respect  from  abroad,  ana  safety  at  home. 

Congress,  apparently  influenced  by  these  considera- 
tions, at  an  eaily  period  after  the  establishment  of  the 
General  Government,  created  a  Naval  Department, 
•ad  have  aathorimdyfiom  time  to  time,  the  building  of 


ships  of  war,  until  the  Navy  hap  beeome  cei^acttifaje^ 
both  from  the  number  and  rates  of  its  vessels,  and,  atiU 
more  se»  from  the  gallantry  and  splendor  of  its  achieve- 
ments. By  the  laws  now  in  force,  the  Navy  will  ooa* 
sist  of  four  seveaty-foura,  three  thirty-sixes,  ejlght  yloops 
of  war,  besides  a  great  number  of  brigs  and  sehoonerSf 
carrying,  on  the  whole,  not  less  than  thirteen. hundred 
guns.  Of  these^  there  remain  to  be  put  on  the  stocks 
one  of  tbe  seventy-fours  and  four  of  the  fiMty-foun. 
This  force  is  exclusive  of  the  gunboats,  the  flotillas, 
and  lake  squadrons ;  the  latter  of  which  consist  of  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  ships,  some  of  which  are  large. 
The  national  vessels  on  the  Lakes  do  not  carry  less 
than  &Ye  hundred  guns. 

Your  committee  are  not  aware,  nor  do  they  believe, 
that  any  nation  possessmg  a  naval  force,  such  as  the 
above,  is  without  a  grade  of  officers  above  that  of  cap- 
tain. The  nation  with  whom  the  United  States  are 
now  at  war,  is  said  to  have  about  a  thousand  pubUc 
ships ;  to  command  which,  she  has  not  less  than  two 
hundred  admirals  of  ten  difierent  grades,  ascending 
from  rear  admiral  of  the  blue  to  the  admiral  of  the  fleet 
At  present,  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sta^  is  com- 
manded by  commissioned  officers  of  three  grades  only, 
lieutenant^,  master  commandants^  and  post  captains. 

The  committee  would  feel  that  they  had  not  done 
justice  to  the  sutgect  committed  to  them,  if  they  &iled 
to  contrast  the  situation  of  the  Army  with  that  of  the 
Navy,  a^  it  respects  the  scope  of  promotion  in  eadi. 
The  Army  ^sents,  for  the  encouragement  of  an  hon- 
orable ambition,  the  high  station  of  m^or  general 
through  ten  difierent  grades.  It  has  also  advsntages 
in  the  variety  of  its  corps  unknown  to  the  Navy.  The 
youth  of  our  country,  ambitious  of  military  &me,  mayi 
accordin|p  to  their  taste,  enter  the  Army  as  officers  of 
cavalry,  of  artillery,  of  infantry,  or  of  the  rifle  corps. 
Not  so  with  the  naval  ofl|cer.  AU  that  he  can  expect, 
is^  to  be  transferred  from  a  subordinate  station  to  the 
command  of  a  ahip  of  war.  The  rapid  promotions  of 
late  in  the  Army  cannot  but  strongly  unpreas  the  naval 
officer  with  a  deep  sense  of  hU  own  confined  situation^ 
and  of  the  cheerless  prospect  before  him.  Does  not 
justice,  then,  dictate  that  the  range  for  promotion 
riiould  be  enlarged  in  our  Naval  Establishment  t 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  discreet  policy 
and  a  prudent  foresight,  not  less  than  a  just  regard  to 
the  strong  claims  of  the  Navy,  call  for  an  enUrgement 
of  the  sphere  of  promotion.  It  cannot  be  long  before 
the  Navy  will  be  called  on  to  sail  in  squadron.  The 
highest  attainments  in  naval  tactics  should  be  encour- 
aged. If  you  expect  men  to  labor  for  the  highest  qual- 
ifications in  their  professions,  it  is  necessary  to  open 
to  them  the  way  to  the  station  requiring  them.  The 
surest  mean  by  which  you  will  probably  induce  the 
officers  to  qualify  themselves  for  an  admiral's  command, 
is,  to  create  that  grade  in  the  Navy ;  thereby  requiring, 
in  the  same  act,  great  professionsil  attainments,  and 
offering  a  reward  for  them. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that,  whe- 
ther they  view  this  subject  in  reference  to  the  practice 
of  older  and  more  experienced  nations,  or  in  regard  to 
the  just  claims  and  the  long  and  ttieritorions  services 
of  the  naval  officers,  or  with  a  view  to  a  just,  prudent, 
and  liberal  poUcy,  on  the  part  of  the  Ciovernment,  a 
grade  or  grades  superior  to  that  of  captain  should  now 
be  created  in  the  Naval  Establishment. 

As  to  the  second  resolution,  relative  to  ^confemng 
aaval  rank  by  brevet,  it  does  occur  ^  7^^  eommittee 
asnecsBsary;  it  having  been  the  practieo  of  tbeOov* 
emment  to  confer  actual  rank  witha«t  regaid  U>  senior* 
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ity,  in  lewtrd  of  brilli«iit  achieremento  or  meritorioas 
■errice. 

The  oommiUee  respoctfnUy  sabmit  the  following 
reeolutionB: 

Ruohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  by  law 
the  appointment  of  officers  above  the  grade  of  captain 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Raohedf  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  (o  make 
any*proviaion  for  conferring  naval  rank  by  brevet. 


Natt  Dspartmbnt,  Nov.  16,  k6U. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  inqoiiy  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  8th  instant,  founded  upon  two  resolutions 
of  the  Senate,  passed  on  the  7th  instant,  instructing 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiurs  to  inquire  *'  what  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  the  appointment  of  officers 
above  the  grade  of  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,"  and  "  what  provision  should  be  made  for  con- 
ferring naval  rank  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  merit- 
orious service,"  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  that  the 
high  character  which  the  American  Navy  has  justly 
acquired;  the  general  sentiment  which  indicates  its 
rapid  increase  and  permanency ;  and  the  long,  faith- 
ful, and  honorable  service  which  its  senior  officers  have 
rendered  their  countiy ;  appear  to  me  to  justify  and 
call  for  the  appointment  of  officers  of  a  higher  grade 
than  that  of  captain. 

Love  of  country,  and  the  laudable  desire  of  honora- 
ble fame,  are  strong  excitements  to  noble  action ;  but 
the  prospect  of  progressive  promotion  to  the  highest 
distinction  whicn  talents,  zeal,  and  valor,  may  justly 
aspire  to,  is  not  perhaps  less  active  and  stimulating. 

Captains  of  long  and  honorable  standing  in  the 
Navy  cannot  but  contrast  the  cheerless  prospect  of 
promotion  in  the  naval  service,  with  the  rapid  and  high 
distinction  to  which  their  military  brethren,  with  equal, 
but  not  higher  pretensions,  have  attained. 

The  naval  force,  in  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  is 
probably  two-fiflh  parts  of  the  whole  militaiy  force  of 
the  United  States,  actually  employed,  in  which  there 
are,  I  think,  eight  major  generals  and  sixteen  briga- 
diers, exclusive  of  those  of  the  sta£^  who  enjoy  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments,  of  brigadiers. 

The  effect  of  a  limited  grade,  without  hope  of  pro- 
motion, is  to  contract  the  range  of  study  and  profes- 
sional attainment  within  the  sphere  of  the  command 
thus  limited.  Hold  out  but  the  prospect  of  elevated 
rank  and  command,  and  every  officer  of  talents  and 
worth  will  aspire  to  the  highest  qualifications. 

Foreign  example  is  to  be  received  with  caution ;  yet, 
the  practice  of  nations  of  great  maritime  experience 
may  throw  some  light  upon  the  subject  A  compari- 
son of  tiie  force  of  the  British  navy,  with  the  number 
of  admirals  in  that  service,  will  exhibit  the  following 
result,  viz :  of  ships  of  seventy-four  guns  and  upwards, 
there  are — 

24 
64 
33 
99 


Building,  about    - 

In  ordinary,  about  .  -  .  - 
Guards,  hospital,  prison,  store  ships,  ice 
In  commissionitobout  .        -        -        - 


Total 


210 


The  list  of  admirab  contains  two  hundred  and  nine, 
ezdnsive  of  twenty-seven  superannuated  rear  admi- 
rals, upon  half-pay;  thus  exhibiting  more  than  two 
admirals  for  every  ship  of  seventy-four  guns  and  up- 
wardsyin 


We  often  see  on  our  own  coast  admirals  with  eom* 
mands  in&rior  to  those  which  the  American  Navy  may 
even  now  affi>rd. 

The  new  grade  to  be  established,  and  number  of  pro- 
motions, should  be  consistent  with  the  scale  and  char- 
acter of  the  Naval  Establishment,  which  may  not,  for 
some  years,  require  the  distinction  of  flags  as  in  the 
British  navy,  viz :  red,  white,  and  blue,  at  the  main, 
fore,  or  mizen  of  each;. making  nine  grades  of  admi- 
rals, rising  in  the  order  of  the  flags,  from  blue  to  red. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  is  now  expedient 
to  establish  the  grade  of  rear  admiral,  without  any  dis- 
tinction of  flags,  leaving  the  promotions  to  vice  admi- 
ral and  admiral  for  future  services,  and  an  enlarged 
establishment. 

I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  the  same  principle  which 
induced  the  establishment  of  brevet  rank  in  the  Army, 
for  gallant  actions,  meritorious  conduct,  or  long  ser- 
vice, is  equally  applicable  to  the  Navy,  and  cannot  fail 
to  excite  to  those  actions  whidi  it  is  intended  to  reward ; 
but  no  officer  so  brevetted  should  be  entitled  to  any 
additional  pay  or  emoluments,  except  when  command- 
ing on  separate  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  JONES. 

Hon.  C.  Tait,  Ch*n  Naval  ComnUtiee,  Senate. 

The  report,  together  with  the  resolutions,  were 
read,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 


Tuesday,  November  29. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and  others;  and  the  following  amendment  was 
proposed,  by  Mr.  Bledsob  : 

Strike  out,  from  the  word  ^  of,''  in  the  seventh  line, 
to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert,  **  as  a  full  compen- 
sation for  the  freight  of  the  ship  Allegany  from  Al- 
giers to  Gibratur." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  farther  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postppned  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Friday  nest. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laving  du- 
ties on  spirits  distiliea  within  the  United  States, 
and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors ;"  in  which  bill 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives appointing  a  committee  on  their  part,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whether 
Congress  mavnot  be  more  coo venfently  accommo- 
dated, either  by  an  alteration  of  the  present  Cham- 
bers, or  by  procuring  other  rooms  within  a  con- 
venient distance  of  the  public  offices,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  pass?  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays 
19,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs*  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
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Gomaii,  Goldriwnragh,  Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  Lam- 
iMfft,  and  Maian. 

NATf— Measn.  Anderaon,  Bibb,  Bledaoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Laoock,  Morrow,  Roberta, 
RobiiiiOD,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompaon,  Tamer, 
YanioiD,  Walker,  and  Whvton. 


Wednesday,  November  30.. 

Mr.  Frombntin.  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  bill  to  extend  ttie  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  pat- 
ent for  his  improvement  on  steam  engines  cor- 
rectlv  engrossed ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown, 
the  larther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lajr-. 
ififf  dattes  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  ameoding  the  act  laying  duties 
OS  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  MK  Daggett,  to  refer 
the  said  bill  to  a  select  committee ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Bledsoe,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Raohedf  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  MB  relates  to  naval  affidrs,  be  instructed  to  in- 
^ire  into  the  expediency  of  making  proviBion  by  law 
mat  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  authorized  to 
be  built  or  purchased,  by  an  act  passed' the  fifteenth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  may  be  entitled  to  reoeive  the  whole  of  the 
prize  money  which  may  arise  from  the  sale  of  such 
ireaael  or  veasels  and  their  cargoes  as  they  may  cap- 
tare,  and  which  may  be  condemned  as  good  prize  ac- 
ooi^og  to  law ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported,  on  the  28th  instant,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs ;  and,  having  agreed  to 
the  first  resolution,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  second  resolution  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Dana,  the  first  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  cpnsideration  of  the  bill  further  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^^  An  act  more  effec- 
tually to  provide  lor  the  national  defence  by  es- 
tablishing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States ;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Ander- 
son, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  library 
of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Hunter,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to 
morrow. 


Thursdat,  December  1. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  refer 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members, 
the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  puolic  credit,  by  lay- 
ing duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Unfted 
States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  agreed  thereto ;  and 
Messrs.  Taylor,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chace,  and 
Daggett,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  national  defence  by  establishing  an- 
uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States;" 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Rqtreaentaiivea  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the  com- 
munications last  received  firom  the  Ministers  Eztraor- 
dinaiy  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
Ghent,  explaining  the  course  and  actual  state  of  their 
negotiations  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

DacziCBXR  1, 1814. 

The  Message  and  communications  therein  re- 
ferred to  were  read,  and  five  hundred  copiee 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Friday,  December  2. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  ths  Navy^  on 
the  petition  of  Edward  Bland  and  others,  referred 
to  him  the  17th  of  October;  and  the  report  was 
read ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  report, 
together  with  the  accompanyiog  documents,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  30th  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Anderson, 
for  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision by  law,  in  relation  to  officers  and  crews  of 
ce^'tain  vessels;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
late  President  of  the  United  States;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Oovernment 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  duties  on 
carriages,  and  the  harness  used  therefor  5"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  adduioual  rev- 
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enues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gk>7ernment 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  duties  on 
sales  at  auction,  on  the  postage  of  letters,  and  on 
licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
foreign  merchandise;''  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

'the  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver 
Evans's  patent  for  his  improvement  on  steam  en- 
gines was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  in  ad- 
dition to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by  establish- 
ing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromenttn,  Golda- 
bOTOUgh,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  and 
Walker. 

ffATft^Messrs.  Andtfooii,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace, 
Gondit,  GalUaid,  Germiyn,  I«acQck,  Morqw,  Bobeits, 
Vamiim*  s^  Whar^n. 

Mr.  KiM€i,  ffom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  81st  of  October,  the  petition  of 
David  M.  Clarkson  and  others,  citizens  of  New 
York,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank,  repprted  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
10  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America ; 
and  th^  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Smitb,  the  consideration  thereof  was  fur- 
ther postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Tuesday  next. 

Saturday,  December  3. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  exi^nses  of  Govern- 
ment and  maintaining  the  pnolie  credit  by  duties 
00  sales  at  auction,  on  the  postage  of  letters,  and 
on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
foreign  merchandise,"  was  read  the  second  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, the  1st  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending  the 
act  laving  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  additional 
levenues  tor  defra)[ing  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  duties 
on  carriages,  and  the  harness  used  therefer,"  was 
cead  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
tbereonp 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  a  committee  was  ap- 


pointed to  iaqjiin  into  tlia  espedUney  of  appro- 
priating the  lands  reserved  for  the  nse  of  seaools 
m  the  Mississippi  Territory,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Mobbow, 
and  Whabton,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  library 
of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Monoat,  December  5. 

Mr.  Dagostt  presented  the  petition  of  John  C. 
Hurlburt,  late  or  Chatham,  in  the  district  of  Con- 
necticut, now  a  prisoner  confined  in  jail  at  Hart- 
ford, in  said  district,  for  an  alleged  violation  of 
the  embargo  law,  as  stated  in  the  petition,  and 
praying  reuef,  for  reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the 
petition  was  read*  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Daogett,  Tbompbon, 
and  Chace,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit 
bv  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  by  amending  the  act  layinff 
duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituons  liquors,^ 
reported  it  with  amendinents. 

Mr.  Taylor*  from  the  same  oomn^ittee.  also 
reported  the  bill,  entitkd  *^An  fict  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  t^e  pablic  credit  hy 
duties  on  i^s^riages,  and  the  harness  used  there:^. 
for,"  withoiat  amendment* 

i/bt.  KiMQ  presented  a  memorial  of  a  comnait^ 
tee  appointea  by  five  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of 
New  Torky  to  take  into  consideration  aH  matters 
relating  to  the  state  of  credit  in  that  city ;  remon- 
stratinff  against  the  proposed  incorporation  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ef 
America;  and  the  memprial  was  read. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  read 
the  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  strike  out,  sec* 
tion  1,  line  4,  "  fifty,"  and  insert  "  twenty,"  in  lieu 
thereof,''  reducing  the  proposed  amount  of  the 
capital  stock  from  fifty  to  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars— after  debate^  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by 
laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties 
on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee;  and  the  amendment,  in 
part,  with  further  amendments,  were  agreed  to ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  out  the 
25th  section  of  the  bill,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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TnBflDAT,  December  6. 

Mr.  Dagoett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  C.  Hurlburt,  of  Chatham,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Nav&l  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  certain  naval  officers  therein  named ;  and  the 
bill  wa«  read,  and  parsed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mf.  HORdBT  submitted  the  fotlowing  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  containing  the  specification  of  the  Tarious 
post  offices  in  the  States,  respectively;  the  annual 
emoluments  of  the  postmasters,  and  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditures incident  to  their  lespectiTe  offices ;  as,  also, 
tiw  annual  amount  of  the  gross  and  net  revenue  de- 
rived tfaeieiSrom  between  the  80th  day  of  September, 
A.  I>.  1810,  and  the  let  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1814. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  Credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors  ;^'  aod  on  the  question  to  agree  to 
Mr.  Germah's  motion,  to  strike  out  section  25, as 
follows : 

**  And  be  U  Juriher  enaeied^  That  in  future  it  diall 
be  lawftii  lor  the  distiller  or  distillen  of  domestic  spirits, 
and  all  persons  from  whose  materials  such  ipirits  shall 
be  diatiUed,  to  sell  without  license  any  quantity  there- 
of, not  less  than  one  gallon  :*' 

It  was  deteraiinad  in  the  affirmstive— yeas  16t 
Days  13;  as  follows : 

YJAi^— Meairs;  Brown>  Deggett,  Dana,  Fromenlm, 
GMnaA,  8oldeboiottgh,  Oors,  Horsey,  Hunter,.King, 
Leaibeft»  Mason,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Vamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Ghace,  OoBdit,Oail- 
latd,  Laoock»  Morrow,  Boberts,  Tait,  T^rlor,  Tuner, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  Presidbnt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledbob,  to  strike  out,  froin 
the  Ist  section,  the  word  **  twenty,"  where  it  oc- 
curs, att4  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  *'  fifteen,"  reduc- 
ing the  rate  of  duties ;  it  was  determined  in  the 
ne^tive— yeas  10,  nays  1^  as  foHows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Turner,  Walker,  and  Whar- 
ton. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  ConJit,  t)aggett,  Dana, 
Fromentin,  Gaillaid,  Geiiiian,  Goldsboroag^,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smithy  Tait, 
T«ylor>  Thompson,  and  Vamum. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the. amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  27,  nays  1,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Golds- 
boTough»  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Lam- 


bert, Mason,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Turner,  Vamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 
Nat— Mr.  Bledsoe^ 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
'^An  act  making  further  provision  for  fiiltng  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  with 
amendments,  in  wnich  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incor- 

§  orate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
itates  of  America. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  motioti  ftiude 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Mabon,  to  strike  out  of  section 
one,  line  four,  the  word  "  fifty ,**  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof,  '^ twenty,"  reducing  the  proposed  amount 
of  the  capital  stock  from  fifty  to  twenty  millions 
of  dollars — on  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  it  was 
agreed  to  uke  the  question  by  yeas  and  nays; 
and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  further  provision 
for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States ;''  and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

WEDNBaDAT,  December  7. 

T^  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Hudburt,  of 
Chatham,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  certain 
naval  officers  therein  mentioned  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eoosideratioa  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  HoneET,  request- 
ing a  specification  of  the  various  post  omoea,  4lo^ 
aod  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Semite  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatit^s  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  further  provis- 
ion for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

A  messaM  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  staff  officers 
of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
naval  and  marine  officers,  in  certain  cases;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  militia  and  volunteer  soldiers  who 
shall  die  or  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and 
organize  themselves  aod  offer  their  services  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States"  in  which 
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bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commictee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  made 


on  the  5th  instant,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  strike  out  of 
section  one,  line  four,  the  word  "fifty,"  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof,  "twenty,"  reducing  the  pro- 
posed amount  of  the  capital  stock  from  fifty  to 
twenty  millions  of  dollars;  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Gold8borough»  Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  Kmg, 
Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts^ 
Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamnm, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  strike  out  of  sec- 
tion one,  line  six,  the  word  "rorty,"  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof,  "thirty"-*Mr.  Dana  called  for  a 
division  of  the  question,  and  it  was  taken  on 
atriking  out,  and  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Goldsborongh,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messn.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

After  further  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  December  8. 
The  three  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  read,  and  passed. 
Mr.  Lacook  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Ruohfed,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  the day  of 

-^,  proceed  to  the  choice  of  an  Assistant  Door- 
keeper. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  second  instant,  made  report,  to- 
gether with  the  following  resolution : 

'*  JResohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
alter  tli^  laws  respecting  the  Navy  pension  fttnd.'\ 

And  the  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  supplemental  to  the  acts  authorizing  a 
loan  for  the  several  sums  of  twenty-five  millions 
of  dollars,  and  three  millions  of  dollars :"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,"  was  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 


ferred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
the  first  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro> 
vide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  the 
acts  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several  sums  of 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  three  millions 
of  dollars,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  staff 
officers  of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requsi- 
tions  of  naval  and  marine  officers  in  certain 
cases,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and  organ- 
ize themselves,  and  offer  their  services  to  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  militia  and  volunteer  sol- 
diers who  shall  die  or  be  killed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '|An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit* 
uous  liquors,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  title  waa 
amended,  by  inserting  after  "States"  the  worda, 
"and  Territories  thereof." 

Reeolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Hurlburt,  of 
Chatham,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  to  strike  out  of  sec- 
tion two,  line  eleven,  after  the  word  "States,"  the 
following  words:  **or  in  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  contracted  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dollarsi" 
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passed  the  fourCeenih  day  of  March,  oae  thousand 
eight  haodred  and  twelve,  or  contracted,  or  to  be 
contracted,  by  virtue  of  any  subsequent  act  and 
acts  of  Congress  heretofore  passed  authorizing  a 
loan  or  loans,'*  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  *'or  in 
any  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  bearing  at 
the  time  of  payment  ai^  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
annually ;"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  11,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YiAS— Menrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  German,  6olds«> 
borongh.  Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
nn, and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
nnm,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentim,  to  strike  out 
of  section  two,  line  twenty-seven,  after  the  word 
"paid,"  the  word  ''twenty,"  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof,  *' sixty;"  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  10,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Fromenttn,  Golds- 
boroogfa,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  and 
Mason. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  German,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Robinsoo*  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Var- 
num.  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill,  as  follows: 

"Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
said  corporation  shall  do,  or  cause,  or  permit  to  be 
done  or  transacted,  on  its  behalf  or  for  its  use,  any 
matter  or  thing  injurious  to  the  puhlic  welfare,  and 
not  authorized  by  this  act,  or  shall  neglect  to  do  any 
matter  or  thing  which  it  shall  be  the  daty  of  said  cor- 
poration to  do,  it  shall,  in  each  and  every  such  case, 
be  competent  and  lawful  for  Congress  to  repeal  so 
much  of  this  act  as  allowrthe  notes  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration to  be  received  in  payment  to  the  United  States :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  IS^ 
nays  18,  as  follows : 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tnmer,  Vamum, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  add  a  new  sec- 
tion, as  follows : 

'*And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Congress  may 
repeal  so  much  of  this  act  as  relates  to  the  payment  of 
the  pnblic  revenue  in  the  bills  of  the  said  hank :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10. 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

TxAs — Messrs.  Dana,  Fromentin,  German,  Gdds- 
boroogh.  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and 
Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  La- 
cock, Morrow,  Roberts.  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Vamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  President  reported  tha^|Ul  to  the 
House  amended.  Jw 


On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a,  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  13,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 


Friday,  December  9. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the 
8th  instant.    Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
alter  the  laws  respecting  the  Navy  pension  fund. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  for  the  choice  of  an  assis* 
tant  doorkeeper;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ; 
and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying 
tAe  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  carriages,  and  the  harr 
ness  used  therefor;"  and  the  bill  having  beeur 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, an(ithe  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  certain  naval  officers  therein 
named;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Qommittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wna 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the 
staff  officers  of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quisitions of  naval  and  marine  offic)ers  in  certain 
cases,"  reported  it  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  read 
a  third  time;  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled, 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  14,  as 
follows : 

Yi4s— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Lacock,  Morn>w»  Roberta,  Robinaoob 
Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  ¥•«»«•  Walkar,  and 
Wharton. 
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Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dans,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Golsdsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hun- 
ter, King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

So  it  was  Readvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  '^Aq  act  to  incorporate 
the  sabscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America/' 


Satuhoay,  December  10. 

The  ameodinents  (o  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  carriages,  and  the  har- 
ness used  therefor,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  staff 
officers  of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  naval  and  marine  officers  m  certain  cases, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill)  entitled  *^An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  1814,'' 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


Monday,  December  12. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  certain  naval  officers  therein 
named ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 
'  On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirnfiative. 


TufidDAT,  December  13. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  8th  instant  for  the  choice  of  an 
Assistant  Doorkeeper;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 
January  next. 

Mr.  TATi^R.from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  the  postage  of 
letters,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise ;"  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  the  second 
Monday  in  January  next. 

.A  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  certain 
naval  officers  therein  named,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

[The  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  to  appoint  one  Vice  Admiral,  and  two 
Rear  Admirals;  and  fixes  their  compensation.] 


Wbdnesday,  December  14. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 


the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spirituous  liquors,  except  the  amendment  to  the 
tenth  section,  and  the  amendment  striking  out 
the  twenty-firth  section  of  the  bill,  and  that  they 
disagree  to  the  said  amendment  to  the  tenth  sec- 
lioujand  to  the  striking  out  the  said  twenty-fif^h 
section. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  'tA  committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  (o  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Gk)vernment,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  the 
postage  of  letters,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee ;  and  the  amendments  were 
agreed  to. 

On  motion,  h^  Mr.  Horsby,  to  strike  dot  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

« 8x0. 3.  Aaid be itfufiher maeted^  That, ft6m and 
after  the  firtt  day  of  Febraaiy  next,  there  shall  be  ad- 
ded to  the  lutee  of  postage,  as  at  present  estia>UBhed  by 
law,  a  sum  equal  to  fifty  per  eentum  upon  the  amoont 
of  such  rates  respectively,  Ibr  the  use  of  the  United 
States.  And  the  said  additional  sam  of  fifty  per  cen- 
tum shall  be  charged,  collected,  paid,  and  accounted 
for,  in  like  manner,  by  the  same  officer,  subject  in  all 
respects  to  the  same  regulations  and  provisions,  and 
with  the  like  fines,  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  remedies, 
for  breaches  of  the  law,  as  are  pM>vided  for  chaiging, 
eollecting,  and  paying  the  original  rates  of  postage  to 
which  the  said  sum  of  fifty  per  centum  u  hereby  added 
and  attached.'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11. 
nays,  14^  as  follows : 

Yeas— Meesrs*  Daggett,  Dana,  Germany  Gove,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  and 
Thompson. 

Nats— <Measr8.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chaoe,  Condit,  f  ro- 
mentin,  GaiHard,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Vamum,  IValker,  aaad  Wharton.    • 

And  the  bill  having  been  farther  aimended,  the 
{'resident  reported  it  to  the  House  aecordtngly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  to  inaert,  in  aeeiion 
5.  line  9,  after  the  word  '^act,"  the  following 
words,  **  except  the  rates  of  postage :"  it  was  de* 
termined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  U,  nays  12,  as 
follows. 

Tbas— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Dana,  Gaillaidi,  Ger- 
man, Horsey,  Lambert,  Roberts,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Tomer,  Vamum,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Promenthi,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Maeon,  Monow, 
Smith,  and  Walker. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
j;ro$sed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  QoRE  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow,  he 
should  asWeave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  pay- 
ment to  ^^ widow  of  Elbridge  Qerry,  deceased, 
late  Vicfffesident  of  the  United  States,  of  such 


120 


mSTORT  OF  COKCtRSSS. 


130 


DXOBMBBR,  1814. 


ProceedmgB. 


Sbnati. 


salary  as  woold  have  been  payable  to  him  duriag 
the  residue  of  (he  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 
had  be  so  loDg  lired. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Cbvernment  and  maintaining  the  pabltc  credit  by 
laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties 
on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  Jiquors." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,* 

Besolvedf  That  they  insist  on  their  amendment 
to  the  tenth  section. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  they  iitaist  on 
their  amendments,  striking  out  the  twenty-fifth 
section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative— ^yeas  14^  nays  9,  as  follows : 

YxA*— Me«rs.  Coiidit,  Daggett,  Dana*  Oaillazd, 
Oerman,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Smith,  Thompson,  and  Vsmnm. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Tail,  TayUr,  Turner,  and  Wharton. 

So  it  was  Besolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on 
their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Taylor,  Kiiia,  and 
Blrdsoe,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  conference 
on  the  part  of  :He  Senate. 

Tbursday;  December  15. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  £fouse  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"•  An  aet  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty 
tboosand  four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States 
acaiost  invasion,''  with  ainendments,  in  which 
tbej  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
insist  oo  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  tenth  section,  and  to  the  amend- 
ment striking  out  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defray inff  the  expenses  of  dovernment 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors."  They  azree  to 
the  conference  proposed  on  the  subject,  and  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

Mr.  VAaiiUM  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Renner  and  Nathaniel  Heath,  stating  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  they  were 
proprietors  of  an  extensive  mannfaetory  of  cor- 
dage, in  the  City  of  Washington,  and  had  on 
hand  a  large  quantity  of  materials,  which  were 
totally  consumed  ana  destroyed  by  them;  antl 
prajring  indemnification  therefor,  for  reasons  sta- 
ted in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  the  peti- 
tion, together  with  the  accompanying:  documents, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  23d  of  September,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
13th  Con.  3d  Sess. — 5 


Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  the 
postage  of  letters,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  was 
read  a  third  lime'as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  billpass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  amrmative-^yeaa 
19,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chaoe,  Condit,  Fromentin,  GailUfd,  Laoock*  Maaon, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Ro^binseo,  Smith,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Gom,  Hofsey,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  and  Thomps<m* 

So  it  was  SeBolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Frombstui, 
the  title  was  amended,  to  strike  out  **  on  the  post- 
age of  letters,"  and  insert,  at  the  end  thertot 
"  and  for  increasing  the  rates  of  postage." 

Mr.  Gore  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  ia 
«  bill  authorizing  payment  to  the  widow  of  fil- 
bridge  Gerry,  deceased,  late  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  such  salary  as  would  hftve  beta 
payable  to  him,  during  the  residue  of  the  term 
for  which  he  was  elected,  had  he  so  long  lived ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatirea  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  several  States 
and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective  quotas 
of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  mili- 
tia, for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States  against  invasion." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the^  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  A£nirs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  last  mentioned,  aa 
amended)  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsbt, 

Resolved^  That  the  resolution  which  passed  th« 
Senate  on  the  7th  instant,  calling  for  a  specifica- 
tion of  the  various  post  offices  m  the  States  re- 
spectively, dbc,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  HoRaEV, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  containing  a  specification. of 
the  various  post  offices  in  the  States  respectively, 
of  the  emoluments  of  the  postmasters^  aiMl  the 
amount  of  eipenditures  incident  to  their  respec* 
live  offices,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1814, 
to  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  same  year;  and, 
also,  the  amount  of  the  gross  and  net  revenue  de- 
rived therefrom  during  the  same  period. 

Friday,  December  16. 
The  Senate  spent  most  of.  this  day  in  the  con-- 
sideration  of  Bzecutive  business. 
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Satubday,  December  17. 

The  bill  authorizing  paymcDt  to  the  widow  of 
Blbrldge  Gerry,  deceased,  late  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  sueo  salary  as  would  have 
been  payable  to  him  during  the  residue  of  the 
term  for  which  he  was  elected,  had  be  so  Ions 
iiyed,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amend- 
ment hayioff  been  agreed  to,  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  biU  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14, 
nays  12,  as  follows: 

Ybas — ^Msssrs.  Brown,  Ohace,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
Chollard,  Gore,  Ranter,  King,  Mason,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Tail,  Taylor,  and  Thompaon. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aodenoo,  Bledsoe,  Gendit,  German, 
Laoock,  Lambert,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tamer,  Yamam, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
Ibe  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
▼otes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
BCt  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States  and  Territories  thereof, 
and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors/'  reported : 

'*  That  the  said  managers  have  met  and  conferred 
with  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  have  agreed  with  them  to  recommend 
to  the  Senate  to  amend  the  amendment  to  the  tenth 
section,  to  strike  oat  the  whole  of  the  tenth  lection. 

«*That  the  Senate  do  recede  from  their  amendment, 
to  strike  out  the  S6th  section  of  said  bill. 

'^  And,  to  conform  the  18th  section  to  die  amend- 
neata  in  other  parts  of  the  bill,  by  which  *  Febntary' 
was  inserted  in  lien  of  *  January,'  in  line  18,  of  said 
section,  to  strike  oat  'January,'  and  insert  ^February." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  managers  on  their  part,  at  the  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on 
the  bill  last  mentioned.    Whereupon, 

Renlvedi  That  they  so  far  recede  from  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  com- 
■nttee  of  conference. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  military  afikirs,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Slates  against  inva- 
sion," together  with  the  bill,  reported  that  the 
Senate  concur  therein,  in  part^  with  certain  modi- 
fications. 


^  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Qovernment,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at 
auction,  on  the  postage  of  letters,  and  on  licenses 
to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise,"  except  the  amendment  to  the  filth 
section,  to  which  amendment  they  disagree.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further 
time  to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands,  confirmed 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  confirm- 
ing certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Yin- 
cennes;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  layine  duties  on  household  faraiture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches ;"  in  which  bilU  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  several 
States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective 
quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty 
militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States  against  invasion,"  together  with  the 
report  of  the  seleot  committee  thereoa.  Where- 
upon, 

Beeohedf  That  they  agree  to  some,  and  disa- 
gree to  other  amandmeots  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  this  bill. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment, disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expeatea  of 
Government,  and  maiatainiiig  the  public  credit, 
by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  the  postage  of 
letters,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise."    Wiiereupoii, 

JReeolvedf  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

The  engrossed  bill  auihorizii^  payment  to  the 
widow  of  Elbridge  Gerry,  deceased,  late  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  such  salary  as 
would  have  been  payable  to  him  during  the  resi- 
due of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  had  ite 
so  long  lived,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Monday,  December  19. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  all 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 


Tdbsdat,  December  20. 

The  credentials  of  Jonatban  Robbbtb,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  fourth  of  March  next,  were  read, 
and  laid  on  file. 

Mr.  GoBB  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Re$oh>edf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  au- 
thorised to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fond,  the  ex- 
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I  iiiMirad  for  the  ftmenl  of  the  late  Vioa  Piwi- 
Dt  of  the  United  Stateo,  whonevor  the  fame  ahall 
hove  been  allowed  and  eerttlled  by  the  oommittee  of 
anangement* 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giring  further  time 
to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands,  confirmed  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  entitled  '  An  act  confirming  cer- 
tain claims,  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  2d  Sep- 
tember, the  memorial  of  the  Lenslatnre  of  the 
Indiana  TerritorY)  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  proyide  additional 
rerenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qoyern- 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  pablic  credit,  by  lay- 
ing duties  on  mrions  goods,  wares,  and  nierchan- 
dise,  maoofactured  within  the  United  States,'' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  1st  instant, 
the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  additional 
rerenaes  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  CtoTern- 
meat,  and  maintaining  the  pablic  credit,  by  laying 
daties  on  spirits  dtstiUed  within  the  United  States 
and  the  Territories  thereof,  and  by  amending  the 
act  layi&g  daties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
aoas  liquors,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  (Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
duties  on  household  farnitore,  on  horses  kept  ex- 
clusively for  the  saddle  or  catriage,  and  on  gold 
and  silver  watches,'*  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 


WsBMBaoAT,  December  21. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  the 
expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  Yiee 
President,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Coinmittee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  b«  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemen* 
tal  to  the  acts  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several 
sums  of  tweaty^ve  mtilions  of  dollars,  and  three 
milUonii  of  dollars,"  reported  it  with  amendments, 
which  were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  aad  agreed  to  $  and  the  President  reported 
the  bill  tor  the  House  amended  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
l^oased,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
It  was  determined  in  the  aflirmative. 

The  pBSSiDBirr  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Honorable  Thomas  Wobtbinoton,  notifying  the 
resignation  of  his  seat  in  the  Senate ;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.HuiiTBB  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

RtMohedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  eanse  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
force  and  oonditton  ti  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United 
States  en  liahs  Qstario,  and  such  infonnation  as  he 


may  possess  of  the  force  and  condition  of  the  vessels 
of  war  of  the  enemy  on  the  same  Lake ;  and  soch  in- 
finmation  as  he  may  deem  it  proper  to  commnnieate 
of  the  means  and  preparation  leqaisito  for  the  puipese 
of  acqniring  and  maintaining  the  naval  ascendency  on 
said  Lake,  if  an  intention  to  that  efiect  be  contempla- 
ted on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Thcrbdat,  December  22. 
The  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  the 
expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  Vice 
President,  was  read  a  third  time,  aod  psssed,  as 
follows : 

Resdvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
authorized  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fun^the 
expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  whenever  the 
same  shall  have  been  allowed  and  certified  by  the 
committee  of  arrangement. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
supplemental  to  the  acts  authorizing  a  loan  for 
the  several  sums  of  twentv-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  three  millions  or  dollars,"  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Hunteb,  relative 
to  vessels  of  war  on  L^ke  Ontario. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  asreed  to  take 
the  question  by  yeas  and  ifsys ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MoBBOw,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ffiving  fur- 
ther time  to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands  con- 
firmed by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *An  act  con- 
firming certaiti  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of 
Vincennes,"  reported  it  without  ameadment ;  and 
the  bin  wa^  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  amended ;  and  the  President  reported 
it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  shall  the  amendment  he  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Lacock,  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Gbmble,  stating  that  he  hadbeen  appointed^ 
on  the  15th  of  February,  1806,  inspector  of  the 
customs  in  the  district  of  Niagara,  and  had  per- 
formed the  duties  confided  to  him,  for  which  he 
had  not  received  adequate  comjiensation,  as  is 
stated  in  the  meoaoriat ;  and  praying  relief;  and 
the  memorial  was  read. 

Fbiday,  December  23. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
amendmente,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  to  call  upon  the  aeveral 
Sutes  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  reepective 
quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty 
militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  against  invasion."  They  ask  a  con- 
ference on  the   disagreeing  voles  of  the  two 
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Houses,  aod  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  col- 
lecting the  t^ame;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown, 

JResolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  disa- 

Sreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
lepresentatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for* their  respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  against  in- 
vasion;" and  agree  to  the  conference  proposed 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bibb.  Brown,  and  Ger- 
man, be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 

{giving  further  time  to  locate  certain  claims  to 
ands  confirmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
'An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the 
district  of  Vincenues,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  further  amended  by  unanimous 
consent.- 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  21st  instant,  by  Mr.  Hunter, 
relative  to  vessels  of  war  on  Lake  Ontario. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative— yeas  15,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

YxAs— Metsra.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Condit,  Gail- 
lard,  German,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson, 
Tavlor,  Turner,  Vamam,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Njlts — Messrs.  Brown  Daggett,  Dana,  Fiomentin, 
Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Tajt, 
and  Thompson. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  ^oods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  LacocK|  the  memorial  of 
William  Gamble,  presented  the  22d  instant,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Lacock,  Cbacb,  and  German,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  BtBB,  from  the  committee,  appointed  the 
3d  instant,  to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 
to  provide  for  leasing  certain  lands  reserved  for 
the  use  of  schools  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Saturday.  December  24. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 


revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern* 
roent,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to 
provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com* 
mittee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  1st  instant,  the 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  and 
Territories  thereof, and  by  amending  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous 
liquors,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  leasing  certain  lands  re- 
served for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territorjr  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  managers  apointed  on  tiie 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  with  those  appointed 
by  the  House.of  Representatives,  on  the  disagree* 
ing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  **  to  aa- 
thorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
npon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  against  in- 
vasion," reported : 

'*  That  a  conference  has  been  had,  and  the  managers 
have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  respective  Houses— 

«'  1.  That,  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Repieaantatives,  to  strike  out  the  words  *  two 
yoars,'  and  to  insert  *  one  year,'  in  the  4th  line  of  the 
first  section,  the  words  *  eighteen  months'  be  inserted ; 
and  that  the  same  modification  be  made  where  the 
words  *  two  years'  occnr  in  other  parts  of  the  bilL 

<*  2.  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  amendment  proposed  to  be  inserted  at  the  end 
of  the  4th  line  of  the  first  section,  after  the  word  <  dis- 
charged." 

*<  3.  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the  7th 
section. 

«*  4.  That  the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
modifications  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  their  amend- 
ments in  the  ninth  section." 

Monday,  December  26. 

Mr.DAOOGTT  presented  several  petitions, signed 
by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  remonstrating  against  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath; 
and  the  petition^i  were  read,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  bf 
bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Daoobtt,  Smitb, 
and  Morrow,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Thompson  presented  several  petitions, 
signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Slate  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  same  subject; 
which  were  read ;  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Bryar  and  others,  manufacturers  of  tobacco  ia 
the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  a  specific  datf 
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may  be  laid,  instead  of  an  ad  Talorem,  on  manu- 
facturcNl  tobaeeo,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  entitied 
"  An  act  to  provide  additional  reFenues  for  defray" 
ing  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  majnlain- 
ing^  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various 
goods,  wares,  and  merehaadise,  manufactured 
within  the  United  States,"  for  reasons  stated  at 
large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  lV>r 
leasing  certain  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ;  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additioaal  revenues,  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Qovernment,  and  maintaining 
tbe  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured 
within  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly, and  it  was  further  amended ;  and,  on 
motion,  b?  Mr.  GsaMAN,  to  strike  out,  of  section 
1,  lines  12  and  13,  the  words,  "  made  wholly  or 
in  part  by  machinery :"  on  motion,  by  Mr  Smith, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postpooed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  President  communicated  a  representation 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  tbe  act  ^'  provi- 
ding for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants 
of  puUic  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  sta- 
ting their  inability,  without  neglecting  their  offi- 
cial duties,  to  perform  the  duties  therein  enjoined ; 
and  the  representation  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thefeon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Hun- 
ter, and  Gore,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Tuesday,  December  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  leasing  certain  lands  reserved 
for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  Mississippi  Terri« 
tory ',  and  the  bill  was  further  amended.  On  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  various  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  withia  the  United  States,"  together 
with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr. 
German;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  further  amended;  and, on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  as  follows: 

«  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  daties  hereby 
laid  shall  and  may  be  drawn  back  upon  all  articles  on 
which  duty  is  laid  by  the  first  section  of  this  act  after 
the  ninety  days,  which  shall  be  exported  from  the  Uni- 


ted States:  Praoided,  That  no  drawback  shall  be  al- 
lowed on  any  exportation  as  aforesaid,  in  any  instance 
where  the  same  shall  amount  to  less  than  twelve  dol- 
lars:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  15,  as  follows: 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Dana,  Fromentin,  German,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Msson,  Smith,  Thon^ 
son,  Walker,  and  WeUs. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe.  Chase  Condit,  Dag* 
gett,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Boberts,  Robmson, 
Talt,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamnm,  and  Wharton. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  tbe  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carnage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  K^NO  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Xesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
and  is  hereby  requested,  pursuant  to  the  act,  entitled 
'*An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  ibr  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,"  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Navy  Department ;  and  also,  a  statement  of  ail  pur- 
chases and  contracts  for  supplies  or  services,  made  by 
or  under  the  authority  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  the 
respective  years  1812,  1813,  and  1814,  specifying  the 
names  of  persons  from  whom  purchases  or  with  whom 
contracts  have  been  made,  the  places  of  delivery,  tbe 
prices,  the  amount  of  money  advanced  or  paid,  and  the 
quantity  of  articles  snpplieo. 

Mr.  Daggett  submitted  the  following  motiooy 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading : 

Reaoived,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  ap- 
pointed, who,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  by  tiie  House  of  Representatives,  shall  he  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expenses  of  stationery, 
printing,  and  binding,  under  the  authority  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing permanent  rules  for  regulating  and  conducting 
the  printing  and  binding,  and  for  the  supply  of  station- 
ery, of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and 
to  report  thereupon. 


Wednesdat,  December  28. 

Mr.  TATLOH,from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same,^  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HoNTEB.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  IJoited  States  to  cause  to  be  buih,  equipped, 
and  employed,  one  or  more  floating  baueries,  for 
the  defence  of  the  waters  of  tn«  United  States; 
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add  the  bill  was  resd,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading^. 

'  The  Senate  resumed  the  mottoo  made  the  27th 
instant,  by  Mr.  Kino,  for  statements  of  the  contin-' 

:eat  expenses,  purchases,  and  contracts,  for  the 

"avy  Department. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eimq,  it  was  agreed  to  take 
the  question  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  RoB£RTs,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expenses  of  the 
printing,  dbc.,  of  Congress,  and  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  permanent  rules  for  regulating  the 
same,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  resolution 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

REVENUE  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  '^An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  furni- 
ture^ on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or 
carnage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watchei,"  together 
with  tae  amendments  reported  thereto  by  tne  se* 
lect  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tayloh,  to  agree  to  \ht  first 
uaendment  replorted  by  the  select  coounittee,  as 
fottows: 

After  the  word  «  scale,''  section  1«  line  8,  strike  out 
to  the  word  "doUars,''  in  the  S6th  line,  and  in  lieu 
thereof;  insert  the  following  : 

**  U  above  one  hundred  doUars  and  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollan,  thirty  cents  on  every  hundred 
doBaiB  of  the  whole  value. 

**  If  above  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  thirty-five  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
of  the  whole  value. 

**If  abovo  one  thousand  and  not  exeeeding  fifteen 
hundred  doUars,  forty  cents  upon  every  hoadrad  dolhn 
of  the  whole  value. 

« IS  above  fifteen  hundred  and  not  exoeeding  two 
thousand  dollars,  forty-five  cents  upon  every  hundred 
dollars  of  the  whole  value. 

.  ''If  above  two  thousand  and  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  dollars,  fiffy  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
oT  the  whole  value. 

**  IT  above  three  thousand  and  not  exceeding  four 
thousand  dollars,  sixty  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  whole  value. 

**  If  above  four  thousand  and  not  exceeding  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  seventy  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  whole  value. 

'*If  above  Gwe  thousand  and  not  exceeding  six  thou- 
sand dollars,  eighty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars  of 
the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  six  thousand  and  not  exceeding  seven 
tiioQsand  dollars,  ninety-cents  en  every  hundred  doUsn 
of  the  whole  value. 

''If  above  seven  thousand  and  not  exceeding  eight 
thousand  dollars,  one  hundred  cents  on  every  hundred 
doUaiB  of  the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  eight  thousand  and  not  exceding  nine 
thousand  dollars,  one  hundred  and  ten  cents  on  every 
hundred  dollais  of  the  whole  value. 


"If  above  nme  thousand  and  not  exeeeding  Ian 
thousand  doUars,  one  hundred  and  twenty  cents  on 
every  hundred  dollars  of  the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  ten  thousand  dollars,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars  of  the  whole 
value." 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Varnum,  and  it  was  taken  on  striking  out, 
and  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  28,  nays 
3,  as  follows : 

Tbas— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chaoe,  Daggett,  Fro- 
mentin,  Ghdllard,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith*  Tait, 
Taykv,  Thompson,  Turner,  Walker,  and  Wells. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Uondit,  Varnum,  and  Wharton. 

The  question  recurring  on  inserting  the  pro- 
poeed  amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative—yeas 30;  nays  4,  as  follows: 

TxAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Gfaaoe,  Daggett,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Thempson,  Turner,  and  Walker. 

NATS^Messrs.  Coadit,  Varnum,  Wells,  and 
Wharton. 

The  second  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion I,  lines  38  to  37,  inclusive,  the  following : 

"  That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  likwise  imposed 
an  annual  duty  of  one  dollar  on  every  horse  diiefly 
used  for  the  saddle ;  and  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
on  every  horse  chiefly  used  for  any  carriage  lnd>le  to 
duty  under  the  act,  entilied  'An  aet  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Ck>v- 
enmient,  and  maintaining  the  pubho  credit,  by  dutiea 
on  carriages  and  the  harness  used  therslbr ;'  and  one 
dollar  and  fifty  oents  for  every  horse  so  kept  both  for 
the  saddle  and  carriage ;  vrhich  duty  shall  be  paid  by 
the  owner  of  such  horse." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Turner,  and 
Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chaoe,  Con- 
dit,  Gaillard,  (German,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Varnum,  Walker,  and 
Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strikeout,  of 
section  1,  line  7,  the  word  ^*  two,"  and  to  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  "one:"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  10,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Ghace,  Daggett,  Fromentin, 
Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Morrow,  8mi&,  and  Taylor. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Condit,  Dana,  Gail- 
lard, German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Rob- 
erts, Robinson,  Tait,  Thompson,  Turner,  Varnum, 
Walker,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  further  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  word  ^*  one,"  in  the 
third  line  of  the  first  amendment  reported  by 
the  select  committee,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  insert 
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^two:i*'  it  W8S  determined  in  the  affinnative; 
and,  on  motion,  fay  Mr.  Lacook,  the  farther  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagpree  to 
the  first  and  second  recommendations' of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  on  the  disagreeing  Totes  of 
the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to 
anthorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
call  upon  the  several  States  and  Territories 
thereof  for  their  respeetiTe  quotas  of  eiffhty  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  against 
invasion,"  and  they  a^ree  to  the  fourth  recom- 
mendation of  the  said  committee.  They  insist 
on  their  said  disagreement,  and  ask  further  con- 
ference upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  to  the  bill  aforesaid,  and  hare 
appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  report  of  tne  committee  of  con- 
ference on  their  part,  made  the  24th  instant,  on 
the  disagreeing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
hill  last  mentioned. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  that  the  said  bill,  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  the  conferees,  be  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays 
13y  as  follows : 

Tbas — ^^lessrs.  Ghaee,  DaggeU,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Cvon,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert  Mason,  Kob- 
inson,  Thompson,  yaronm,  and  Wells. 

Nais— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Condit,  Gaillard, 
Laooek,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith;  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 


Tbubbdat,  December  29. 

Mr.  Vaanvm  submitted  the  foUowiog  motion 
for  consideration : 

JUtobfcdf  That  the  oonunittee  to  whom  was  lefciTed 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Piesideot  of  the  United 
Stale^  of  the  90th  day  of  September  Uvt,  ss  relates  to 
the  Military  Establislunent,  be  instraeted  to  report  a 
bill  authorizing  and  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  upon  the  proper  authority  of 
each  State  and  Territory  to  furnish,  acoording  to  the 
provisions  of,  and  for  ourposes  prescribed  by,  &e  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  their  leqtectiTe  propor- 

th>ns  of thousand  militia,  officers  included,  armed 

end  equipped,  according  to  law,  to  serve  for  nine 
months,  ^ter  they  shall  arrive  at  thebrespectiTe  places 
of  rendezTons,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  to  be  organ- 
laed  into  companies,  regiments,  br^i^es,  and  divi- 
sions, by  proper  authority  in  each  State  and  Territory, 
sgrseaUe  to  me  principles  of  law,  which  provide  for  ^e 
otganixatton  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and 
holden  in  readiness  to  take  the  field  by  the  firit  day 
of  April  next ;  the  apportionment  among  the  States 
end  Territories  to  be  made  in  the  bill,  in  eonfbrmity 
with  the  pioviiion  of  the  Constitution  for  apportioning 
direct  taxes. 

The  engrossed  bill,  to  provide  for  leasing  cer- 
tain lands  reserved  for  the  support  of  schools  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 


Tbe  amendments  to  the  hilt,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government  and  maintainmg  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed 7  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  22, 
nays  7,  as  follows : 

TxAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Browii, 
Chaoe,  Condit,  Daggett,  Frementin,  Oaillard,  Hunter^ 
King,  Laooek,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Bobinson,  Smith, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yarnam,  Walker,  and  Whsrton. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Horsey,  Lambert 
Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Beiolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uai* 
ted  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  em* 
ployed,  one  or  more  floating  batteries,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  for  the  appoiBtment  of  a  joint 
committee,  to  inquire  into  the  expenses  of  print- 
ing, d^c,  of  Congress^  and  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  permanent  rules  for  regulating  the 
same,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  DaUqctt,  FaoMBNTiif. 
and  MoBBow,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate* 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred  on  the  S6th  instant,  reported 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  aet,  entitlea  <*Aa 
act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory ;"  and  the  bill  was  read  aad  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

RBTBNUE  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  household  furniture,  on  horses  xept  ex- 
clusively for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold 
and  silver  watches.'' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  strike  out.  sec- 
tion 1,  line  2,  after  the  word  ^'  assembled,''  the 
following : 

"  That  there  shall  be,  end  hereby  is,  imposed  an  aa- 
Boal  duty  on  all  household  iiimiture  kept  lor  uss,  the 
value  of  which  in  any  one  family,  with  the  exceptioa 
of  beds,  bedding,  kitchen  furniture,  family  pictures* 
and  articles  made  in  the  family  from  domestic  msteri- 
als,  shall  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  in  money,  accord- 
ing to  the  following  scale : 

"  If  above  two  hundred  dollars  and  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars,  thirty  cents  on  every  hundred 
dollars  of  the  whole  Talue. 

**  It  abOTe  five  hundred  and  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  thirty-five  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  whole  value. 

^  If  above  one  thousand  and  not  ezoee^g  fifteen 
hundred  doUars,  forty  cents  on  ov^^  hundied  doUaxa 
of  the  whole  value. 

<<  If  above  fifteen  hundred  and  not  ex!e«edmg  ti*o 
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tbouMnd  dollars,  fortj-fivo  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  whole  Yalne. 

*'  If  above  two  thousand  and  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  dollars,  fifty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
of  the  whole  value. 

'<  If  above  three  thousand  and  not  exceeding  four 
thousand  dollars,  sixty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
of  the  whole  value. 

^  If  above  four  thousand  and  not  exceeding  &ve 
thousand  dollars,  seventy  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lan  of  the  whole  value. 

''If  above  five  thousand  and  not  exceeding  six 
thousand  dollars,  eighty  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  whole  value. 

'^  If  above  six  thousand  and  not  exceeding  seven 
thousand  dollars,  ninety  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  whole  value. 

« If  above  seven  thousand  dollars,  one  hundred  cents 
on  every  hundred  dollars  of  the  whole  value ;  which 
duty  shall  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  said  household 
Aimiture." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  18,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Gore,  Hor- 
•ey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  and 
Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on 
the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmatiTe. 


Fbiday,  December  30. 

JoeEPH  Kbrr,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Ohio,  in  place  of  Thomas  Worthioj;- 
ton,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Robert?  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
representatives  of  the  religious  society  of  Frieuds 
in  Peunsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  rep- 
resenting that  they  are  conscientiously  prohibited 
from  partaking  in  the  sanguinary  struggles  of 
war,  and  praying  a  solemn  act  of  legislative  con- 
sent to  the  rights  of  conscience  ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  several  petitions,  signed 
by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  transportation 
and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  ;  and  the 
petitions  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  26th  instant,  sev- 
eral petitions  on  the  same  subject,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Smith  announced  the  death  of  the  Hon- 
orable Richard  Brent,  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Virginia,  who  deceased  this  morning. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  the 
Honorable  Richard  Brent  ;  and  that  the  Sen 


ate  will  attend  the  same  ;  and  that  notice  of  the 
event  be  given  to  the  Hotise  of  Representatives. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Smith,  Yarn  dm,  Tur- 
ner, Gore,  and  Daggett,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved^  unanimousljf^  That  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing 
every  mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the 
Honorable  Richard  Brent,  deceased,  late  a  mem- 
ber thereof,  will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one 
month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wtaripg  a  crape 
round  the  left  arm. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  be 
requested  to  notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  of  the  death  of  the  Honorable  Richard 
Brent.  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from 
that  State. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved^  Tnat,  as  an  additional  mark  of  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  Richard 
Brent  the  Senate  now  adjourn. 


Saturday,  December  31. 
The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being  suffi* 
cient  to  constitute  a  quorum,  on  motion,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  2, 1815. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reportetl  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Gamble;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory," was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintain iujg  the  public  credit,  by  du- 
ties on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  ezcia- 
sively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
16,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,  Con<^ 
dit,  Gaillard,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robin- 
son, Taylor,  Tamer,  Vamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton^ 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King^ 
Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  title  waa 
amended  b^  striking  out  the  words  ^^on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  28(h  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Var- 
NDM,  which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  twentieth  day  of 
September  last,  as  relates  to  the  Military  £stab* 
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lisbineiit,  be  iDscracied  to  ioqaire  into  the  ezpe- 
<}ieQey.  of  authorizing  and  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  proper 
authority  in  each  State  and  Territory  to  furnish, 
according  to  the  provisions  of,  and  for  the  pur- 
posf  s  prescribed  by,  the  Constitution  of  the  iJni- 
ted  Sutes,  their  respective  proportions  of  eighty 
thousand  militia,  officers  included,  armed  and 
equipped  according  to  law,  to  serve  for  nine 
months^  after  they  shall  arrive  at  their  respective 
places  of  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged ; 
to  be  organized  into  companies,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, and  divisions,  by  the  proper  authority  in 
each  Slate  and  Territory,  agreeable  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  law  which  provide  for  the  organization 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  Stated,  and  holden 
in  readiness  to  take  the  field  by  the  first  day  of 
April  next:  the  apportionment  among  the  States 
and  Territories  to  be  made  in  the  bill,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
for  apportioning  direct  taxes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  for  the  choice  of  an  Assistant  Doorkeeper 
to  the  Senate;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  pO!<tponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  February. 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Reiobfed,  That  the  Fiscal  Committee  bo  instructed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  allowing  drawbacks  of  the 
duties  imposed  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  States,  and  which 
shall  be  exported  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Qovernment,  and  maintaining^ 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  State?,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion 1,  line  3,  "six  millions,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  "  four  millions  five  hundred  thousand :" 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays 
20,  as  follows: 

Yjljlb — Messrs*  Anderson,  Bibb,  Condit»  Lambert, 
Smith,  Turner,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Horsey,  Hanter,  Kerr, 
King,  Laoock,  Mason,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  Taylor, 
ThompBon,yarnnm,  and  Walker. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsiobnt  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RqMresentatweM  of  the  United  States  : 
I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement  of  proceedings 
nnder  the  ''Act  to  regalate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  SUte  of  Ohio." 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
Janvabt  2, 1816. 


The  Message  and  report  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  volunteers,  who  may  associate  and  organ- 
ize themselves,  and  offer  their  services  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or  more  float- 
ing batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesoay,  January  3. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gamble  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  2d 
instant,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  which  was  amended  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Re9otvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  a  bill  allowing  drawbacks  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, manufactured  within  the  United  States,  and 
which  shall  be  exported  from  the  United  Stater 
to  any  foreign  port  or  place. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Horsey,  Smith,  and 
Dana,  be  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported,  on  the  28th  November,  by  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  relative  to  the  in- 
expediency of  conferring  naval  rank  by  brevet.- 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Mon- 
day in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional  reve^ 
nikes  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same.*' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  amend  the  twenty* 
seventh  section,  by  striking  out  the  following: 

*<But  m  all  cases  where  the  property  liable  to  a 
direct  tax  nnder  this  act,  or  the  said  act  of  Congreas» 
entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  withhn 
the  United  States,"  shall  not  be  divisible,  so  as  to  en- 
able the  collector,  by  a  sale  of  a  part  thereof  to  raise 
the  whole  amount  of  the  tax,  with  all  costs,  chargea» 
and  commissions,  the  whole  of  such  property  shall  be 
sold,  the  collector  having  first  obtained  the  approb»> 
tion,  in  writing,  of  the  principal  assessor  for  the  dia-  " 
trict  there£>r;  and  the  surplus  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale,  after  satisfying  the  tax,  costs,  charges,  and  com- 
missions, shall  be  paid  to  the  owner  of  the  property  oi 
his  legal  ropresenUtives,  or  if  he  or  they  cannot  be 
found,  or  refuse  to  receive  the  same,  then  such  ampins 
shaU  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Qiales, 
to  be  there  held  for  the  use  of  the  owner,  or  liVa  totsl 
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representatiTei^  until  be  or  they  ehall  make  applicfttion 
therefor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who,  upon 
such  application,  shall,  by  warrant  on  the  Treaiurer, 
cause  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  applicant." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmatively eas  13, 
Days  10,  as  follows : 

YsjLS — Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Dana,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hun- 
ter, King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Thompson,  Var- 
num.  Walker,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  German, 
Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

Further  amendment  having  been  proposed  by 
Mr.  Bledsoe,  on  motion,  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Hunter,  it  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Gore,  Hunter,  and  Taylor,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 


Wbdnbsdat,  January  4. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coaeideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  ouilt,  equipped,  and  employed,  one 
ov  more  floating  batteries;  for  the  defence  of  the 
waters  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  providing  for  tbe  indemnificatioa  of 
oertain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
aippi  Territory,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

A  messaffe  from  tbe  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to 
some  aad  disagree  to  other  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States." 

They  disagree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  provide 
additional  reveaues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining^  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  iurniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carria^,  and 
on  iiold  and  silver  watches." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  iu  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
aet  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
tlie  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,"  and  Mr.  Bledsoe  withdrew 
his  motion  to  amend  the  bill;  and  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  amended. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  amendments 
made  in  Commiitee  of  the  Whole,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  Monday; 
next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  8, 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Chaoe,  Condit,  Himtert 
Lambert,  Roberts,  Yamum,  and  Wells. 

Navs  —  Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Blown,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gore,  Ken,  King, 
Lacock,  Mason,  Morrow,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Turner,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  add  a  new 
section  to  the  bill,  as  follows : 

8ic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  ssom 
kind  of  money,  bank  note%  or  other  paper,  which  the 
United  States  shall  have  paid,  or  may  at  any  time 
hereafter  pay,  to  the  militia  of  fhe  renectivs  States, 
for  military  sendees  rendered  to  the  United  States^ 
shall  be  receivable  in  the  payment  of  the  direct  and 
other  taxes,  which  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be, 
anthorized  by  Congress." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreea  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  mddi- 
tional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  aad  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States."    Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  they  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, except  so  much  of  the  fifth  amendment^  as 
follows:  **  umbrellas  and  parasols,  if  above  the 
value  of  two  dollars,  eight  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem ;"  and  that  they  do  insist  on  said  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  layioff  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches." 

Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

The  Setiate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  as- 
sociate and  organize  themselves,  and  offisr  their 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr.  Brown  sub- 
mitted a  new  section  to  be  added  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  tbs  relief 
of  William  Gamble  $  and  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be 
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eafTMBed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  ic  was  deter* 
miaed  in  the  afirmariTe. 


Thdbsoat  January  5. 

On  motioo,  by  Mr.  Mobrow, 

^etohedf  That  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  ludiaaa 
Territory,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  further  time  for  completing 
the  surreysj  and  obtaining  the  patents  on  locations 
heretofore  made  under  land  warrants  issued  by 
Tirtue  of  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
passed  prior  to  the  cession  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  to  the  United  States,  as  a  bounty  for 
miUtary  services  in  the  Continental  lin6 ;  and  that 
the  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
duties  on  various  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  States."  They 
also  insist  on  their  disaere^Bent  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  tlie  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  additional  reTenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
pablic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  lurni- 
tare,  on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or 
carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches."  They 
ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  oa  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  hare 
appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Senate  agreed 
to  the  conference  proposed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Blbdsob,  and  Daggett,  were  appointed 
the  manafrers  at  the  same^  on  their  parL 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  ask  a  coofereaee  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  pablic  credit, 
bv  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, manufactured  within  the  United  States." 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Taylor,  Blbdsob,  and 
Daggbtt,  be  the  managers  at  the  same,  on  their 
part. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  William  Gamble  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  in- 
demnification of  certain  claimants  of  pablic  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee-, and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  it  was  further  amended,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Yarnum,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  provide  for 


the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  and  volaateer 
soldiers  who  shall  die  or  be  kiHed  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and 
organ i2e  themselves,  and  offer  their  services  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States; "  and  Mr. 
Mabon  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  bill.  On 
motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Blbosob  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  considers  tioa : 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  OUT  naval  affidrs,  be  instracted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  schooi 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qofem* 
ment,  and  maiotamiog  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  tn 
provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  wma 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Goan,  of  Massachosetts,  addreased  the  Chair 
as  follows — 

Mr.  President :  This  bill  imposes  burdens  ex- 
tremely heavy  on  all  the  citizens  of  our  oommoa 
country,  and  on  those  with  which  I  am  most  ac- 
quainted, a  load,  that,  under  existing  oirenm- 
stances,  will  be  intolemble. 

With  the  principle  of  the  bill,  in  seleetiog  as 
ob|ects  of  taxation  the  lands  aad  buildings  of  the 
United  States,  I  have  no  fault  to  find. 

I  consider  them  as  fit  and  proper  subjects  of 
reYenue,  aad  such  assessments  oalculaied  to  equal- 
ize the  burdens  of  the  country,  as  imposiag  them 
on  all  parts,  and  with  more  impartiality  tMn  can 
be  attained  by  any  other  mode. 

And,  sir,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  for  a 
bill,  imposing  such  a  tax,  to  any  reasonable 
amount,  had  it  not  pleased  the  Government  of  the 
nation  to  place  the  State,  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  out  of  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  determine,  that  while  it  shall  bear 
a  full  proportion  of  the  taxes,  none  of  their  fruits 
shall  redound  to  her  relief. 

The  motives  of  Congress,  in  granting  supplies, 
are  doubtless  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  and  the  security  of  its  rights,  by  a  safe 
aad  honorable  peace. 

These  motives  are  wise  and  irresistible;  all  con- 
cur in  the  necessity  of  defending  our  territory 
against  the  enemy;  and  in  the  assertion  and 
maintenance  of  our  essential  rights,  at  every  peril, 
aad  if  necessary,  by  the  sacrifice  of  all  that  con- 
duces to  private  ease  and  personal  enjoyment. 

No  one  feels  this  truth  more  sensibly  than  my- 
,self— no  one  considers  the  duty  more  imperative. 
With  its  obligations  I  have  no  compromises  lo 
make,  and  in.  its  performance  I  ask  for  no  limita- 
tions, on  account  of  the  folly  and  improvidence 
with  which  the  war  was  waged,  nor  of  tbe  dc- 
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represantativei^  until  he  or  they  vhill  make  applicfttioii 
therefor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trearary,  who,  upon 
sudi  application,  shall,  by  warrant  on  the  Treaiurer, 
cante  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  applicant." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  13, 
nays  10,  as  follows : 

YsAS— Messn.  Bledsoe,  Dana,  Gore,  Honey,  Hun- 
ter, King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Thompeon,  Var- 
num.  Walker,  and  Wells. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Bibb,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  German, 
Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

Further  amendment  having  been  proposed  by 
Mr.  Bledsoe,  on  motion,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  act,  entitled  "Ao  act  providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Hunter,  it  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Gore,  Hunter,  and  Taylor,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 


Wbdnssdat,  January  4. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coasideratioo  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  nuilt,  equipped,  and  employed,  one 
or  more  floating  batteries;  for  the  defence  of  the 
waters  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
f^erred  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act.  enti* 
tied  ^*An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
oertain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representfttiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to 
some  and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qorernment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States." 

They  disagree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  |(old  and  silver  watches." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
net  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaioiag 
tlie  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
eoUeetittg  the  same,"  and  Mr.  Bledsoe  withdrew 
his  motion  to  amend  the  bill;  and  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  amended. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  amendments 
made  in  Commiitee  of  the  Whole,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbbtb,  that  the  faHber 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  Monday 
next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  8, 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

YxAft— Messrs.  Anderson,  Chaoe,  Condit,  Hmtar, 
Lambert,  Roberta^  Vamnm,  and  Wells. 

Navs  — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gore,  Keir,  Kingr 
Lacock,  Mason,  Morrow,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Themp* 
son,  Turner,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  to  add  a  new 
section  to  the  bill,  as  follows : 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  same 
kind  of  nioneyi  bank  noftes^  or  other  paper,  wMch  the 
United  States  shall  have  paid,  or  may  at  any  time 
hereafter  pay,  to  the  militia  of  tlie  respective  States, 
for  military  sendees  rendered  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  receivable  in  the  payment  of  the  direct  and 
other  taxes,  which  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be, 
anthoiized  by  Congress." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  7  it  was  determined  in  the  affirntative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreea  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  pfibiic  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  g^oods,  wares^  nnd 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  united 
States."    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  they  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, except  80  much  of  the  fifth  ameadmenty  as 
follows:  ^umbrellas  and  parasols,  if  above  the 
value  of  two  dollars,  eight  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem ;"  and  that  they  do  insist  on  said  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  layinff  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  ffold  and  silver  watches." 

Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

The  Sen^ate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  tJnlted  States 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  as- 
sociate and  organize  themselves,  and  ofi&r  their 
services  to  the  Oovernment  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr.  Brown  sub- 
mitted a  new  section  to  be  added  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
jsideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  ths  relief 

of  William  Gamble;  and  no  amendment  having 

I  been  proposed,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be 
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enfrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  itlmdetisr* 
mined  ia  tfaeaffirmatiTe. 

Thursdat  Janoarf  5. 

On  motioo,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

BeMolvedj  That  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  lodiaaa 
Territory,  be  iosiructe'd  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  further  time  for  completing 
the  surveys,  and  obtaining  the  patents  on  locations 
heretofore  made  under  land  warrants  issued  by 
yirtae  of  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
passed  prior  to  the  cession  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  to  the  United  States,  as  a  bounty  for 
military  services  in  the  Continental  line;  ana  that 
the  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  States."  They 
also  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  tne  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  oa  household  Inrni- 
ture,  on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or 
carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watefaes."  They 
ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  tbe 
two  Houses  ott  the  bill  last  mentioned,  aad  hare 
ajminted  managers  on  their  part. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Senate  agreed 
to  the  conference  proposed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseatati  ves  on  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Blbdsos,  and  Daooxtt,  were  apfwiated 
tbe  manai^ers  at  the  same^  on  their  parL 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  ask  a  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  tbe  two  Houses,  on  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  aet  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
bv  laying  duties  on  various  go^s,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, manufactured  within  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Taylor,  Bledsoe,  and 
Daoqbtt,  be  the  managers  at  the  same,  on  their 
part. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  WillUm  Gamble  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  providing  for  the  in 
demnificatioo  of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands 
in  tbe  Mississippi  Territory,'^  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  tbe  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  tbe  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  it  was  further  amended,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Yarnum.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 


the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  and  vdonteer 
soldiers  who  shall  die  or  be  kiHed  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,'^  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and 
organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  services  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States;"  and  Mr. 
Mabon  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  bill.  On 
motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  oonsidera- 
tioD  thereof  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Blbdbob  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Eeaohed^  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the 
Messsge  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ss  re- 
lates to  our  naval  aJSurs,  be  hkstracted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  school. 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenue  for  defrajriog  the  expenses  of  Qofem^ 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to 
IMTOvide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  wma 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  GoRR,  of  Massachusetts,  addreaMd  the  Chair 
as  follows — 

Mr.  President :  This  bill  imposes  burdeiks  ex- 
tremely heavy  on  all  the  citizens  of  our  commoa 
country,  and  on  those  with  which  I  am  moot  ac- 
quainted, a  load,  that,  under  existing  eirenm- 
9tances,  will  be  intolemble. 

With  the  principle  of  the  bill,  in  selecting  as 
ohjects  of  taxation  the  lands  aad  huildings  of  the 
United  States,  I  have  no  fault  to  find. 

I  consider  them  as  fit  and  proper  subjects  of 
rereDae,aad  such  assessments  calculated  to  equal- 
ize the  burdens  of  the  country,  as  impoeiaf  ihem 
on  all  parts,  and  with  more  impartiality  tlmn  caa 
be  attained  by  any  other  mode. 

And,  sir,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  for  a 
bill,  imposing  such  a  tax,  to  any  reasonable 
amouDt,  had  it  not  pleased  the  Government  of  the 
nation  to  place  the  State,  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  out  of  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  determine,  that  while  it  shall  bear 
a  full  proportion  of  the  taxes,  none  of  their  fruits 
shall  redound  to  her  relief. 

The  motives  of  Congress,  in  granting  supplies, 
are  doubtless  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  and  the  security  of  its  rights,  by  a  safe 
and  honorable  peace. 

These  motives  are  wise  and  irresistible;  all  con- 
cur in  the  necessity  of  defending  our  territory 
against  the  enemy ;  and  in  the  assertion  and 
maintenance  of  our  essential  rights,  at  every  peril, 
and  if  necessary,  by  the  sacrifice  of  all  that  con- 
duces to  private  ease  and  personal  enjoyment. 

No  one  feels  this  truth  more  sensibly  than  my- 
self—no one  considers  the  duty  more  imperative. 
With  its  obligations  I  have  no  compromises  io 
make,  and  in.  its  performance  I  ask  for  no  limita- 
tions, on  account  of  the  folly  and  improvidence 
with  which  the  war  was  waged,  nor  of  the  de- 
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grading  imbecility  and  prodigal  waste  of  treasnre, 
of  blood,  and  character,  by  which  it  has  been 
prosecated. 

The  enemy  publicly  proclaims  his  purpose,  to 
spread  desolation,  far  and  wide,  on  our  unprotect- 
ed seacoast.  He  proceeds  to  execute  bis  threats 
with  a  barbarity  and  baseness,  in  many  instances, 
unprecedented. 

The  mansions  of  the  rich,  the  palaces  of  the 
nation,  and  the  cottages  of  the  poorest  citizens, 
feel  alike  his  disgraceful  reogeance.  The  opu- 
lence of  the  wealthy  is  destroyed  ;  the  means  of 
subsistence  to  the  impoTerished  inhabitants  of  the 
sands  are  redeemed  from  his  rapacity  by  grind- 
ing impositions,  which  the  charily  of  such  as  be- 
ing out  of  the  reach  of  his  power  are  alone  able 
to  supply.  Even  the  ashes  of  the  dead  are  not 
suffered  to  repose  in  quiet.  And,  as  the  last  act 
of  atrocity,  your  slaves  are  seized  and  seduced, 
embodied  in  military  array,  and  led  to  the  de- 
struction of  their  masters  and  the  plunder  of  their 
possessions. 

Wftether  those  acts  seek  an  apology  in  the  con- 
duct of  our  own  Government,  we  cannot  inquire 
for  the  purpose  of  weighing  our  duty  to  repel  his 
attack.  Whoever  comes  to  our  shores,  in  the 
character  of  an  enemy,  must  be  resisted.  We 
must  do  all  in  our  power  to  defend  ourselves  and 
our  soil  from  an  invading  foe. 

A  question  arises,  have  we  any  grounds  for  be- 
lieving that  the  grants  of  men  and  money  will 
be  wisely  applied  to  the  purposes  of  defence  and 
protection  ? 

Honorable  gentlemen  will  please  to  go  back  to 
November,  1811,  when  the  Executive,  in  winding 
its  devious  course  to  the  fatal  act  of  June  1842, 
addressed  the  hopes,  the  fears,  the  vanity,  and 
pride  of  the  people,  and,  avowing  its  duty  to  estab- 
lish the  general  security,  assured  the  nation  "  that 

*  the  works  of  defence  on  our  maritime  frontier 

*  bad  been  prosecuted  with  en  activity  leaving 

*  little  to  be  added  for  the  completion  of  the  most 
( important  ones.  The  land  forces  so  disposed  as 
"  to  insure  appropriate  and  important  services, 
'  and  embodied  and  marched  toward  the  North- 
'  western  frontiers,''  to  seek  satisfaction  for  acts, 
which  it  was  declared,  had  alike ''^  the  character 
and  effect  of  war." 

The  subsequent  course  of  things  must  be  full 
in  the  mind  of  every  one,  and  the  result  known 
and  felt  by  all. 

We  learn  that  the  same  measures  are  to  be  pur- 
sued. The  Atlantic  coast  is  to  be  defended  as 
heretofore,  bv  attempts  on  Canada.  This  is  frank- 
ly and  formally  told  to  the  Congress,  that  no  pre- 
tence can  be  urged,  in  future,  of  disappointment 
or  deception. 

I  forbear  to  speak  on  this  subject.  In  the  ac- 
tual stale  of  things,  all  reasoning  must  be  futile. 
The  powers  of  language  cease  before  the  eloquent 
monitors  constantly  in  our  view. 

We  are  doomed  to  remain  in  this  scene,  that 
we  may  not.  for  a  moment,  lose  sight  of  our  deg- 
radation and  disgrace. 

The  €K)vernment  had  complete  information  of 
the  designs  of  the  enemy,  months  before  his  attack 


on  Washiiftton.  In  this  city,  were  all  the  means 
of  defence,  fortresses,  ships,  cannon,  men,  and 
money;  here,  too,  was,  concentre  ted  all  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Administration,  to  deliberate,  examine, 
decide,  and  prepare  for  the  support  of  the  Capitol, 
at  least  sixty  days  prior  to  its  destruction,  by  a 
few  thousand  worn  down  and  exhausted  soldiers. 
You  have  now  in  full  vieyv,  the  effect  of  their 
combined  councils— of  their  individual  and  united 
talents,  prudence,  and  energies. 

These  monuments  show,  in  characters  not  to 
be  mistaken,  the  future  in  the  past,  and  the  deso- 
lation around.  They  declare  the  fate  of  every 
place,  under  the  influence  and  protection  of  our 
Government,  if  approached  by  the  enemy. 

Congress  continues  to  grant,  with  no  sparing 
hand,  supplies  of  every  kind  to  the  same  men,  ia 
the  hope,Ht  is  imagined,  that  Heaven  may,  by 
some  miracle,  interpose  for  their  application  to 
the  safety  and  reliet  of  the  country. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  crave  your  indulgence,  and 
that  of  the  honorable  Senate,  while  I  relate  the 
condition  of  the  country  which  I  represent,  as  the 
grounds  of  the  vote  I  am  constrained  to  give  on 
this  occasion.  The  State  of  Massachusetts  has  a 
seaeoast  of  about  six  hundred  miles  in  extent.  Its 
Eastern  boundary  joins  that  of  the  enemy.  Itis, 
of  course,  peculiarly  liable  to  invasion.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  was  avowedly  of 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  invaded  immediately 
on  the  commencement  of  the  war.  There  were 
several  islands,  and  one  of  great  importance,  on 
the  Eastern  frontier,  the  title  to  which  was  not 
definitively  acknowledged  by  Great  Britain.  The 
claim  of  Massachusetts  bad  been  allowed,  by  this 
Power,  in  a  treaty  made  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  President,  which  treaty  the  United 
States  had  chosen  to  reject.  The  Government, 
therefore,  superadded  to  the  general  obligation 
enjoined  upon  it,  to  protect  and  defend  the  terri- 
tory of  all  (he  States,  had  incurred  a  peculiar  re- 
sponsibility Co  guard  this  particular  frontier  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

This  State  has  been  left  entirely  unprotected 
and  defenceless,  and  has  at  no  time  had  within  it, 
and  destined  to  its  defence,  sufficient  force  of  the 
United  States,  to  protect  any  one  point  against  a 
common  and  ordinary  hostile  attack. 

Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution 
she  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  the  fortresses 
in  her  possession.  These,  with  all  the  prominent 
points  of  land  and  sites,  appropriate  for  fortifiea* 
lions  to  defend  the  State  agamst  invasion,  were, 
and  for  a  long  time  previous  to  the  war  had  been, 
in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  United  States. 
The  State,  therefore,  had  no  authority  or  juris- 
diction over,  nor  even  to  enter  them,  for  any  pur- 
pose ;  much  less  to  assume  the  defence  of  their 
territory,  through  these  means. 

One  great  and  principal  object  of  the  Consti- 
tution was  to  provide  by  this  Government  for  the 
.common  defence,  and,  by  the  power  and  resources 
of  all  the  States,  to  protect  each  against  invasion. 

The  preamble  declares :  '*  We,  the  people  of 
'  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  per- 
'  feet  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestie 
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*  tranquillitf ,  provide  for  the  commoD  defence, 

*  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  bies- 
'  sings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do 

*  ordaio  and  establish  this  Constitution."  For 
this  end.  the  States  surrendered  the  principal 
sources  of  revenue,  over  which  they,  previously, 
had  UDCOQ trolled  dominion.  * 

"The  Congress  shall  have  power — to  lay  and 
'  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay 

*  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence," 
*'  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 

*  States." 

Here  are  ample  resources,  and  means  commen- 
surate to  the  duties  the  United  States  were  en- 
joined and  undertook  to  perform. 

This  cannot  be  denied  by  the  men  now  in  pow- 
er; for  they  abolished  many  laxes,  in  full  and 
productive  operation^  at  the  time  they  received 
the  Government. 

Power  was  also  granted  to  raise  and  support 
every  kind  of  force  necessary  to  insure  the  com- 
mon defence,  and  to  protect  the  States  against 
invasion,  viz:  *^To  raise  and  support  armies." 
"To  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy."    To  exer- 

*  ercise  exclusive  legislation  over  all  places  pur^ 
'  chased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 

*  States  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erec- 
'  tiott  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and 

*  other  needful  buildings." 

The  several  States,  having  surrendered  their 
own  resources,  and  afforded  such  ample  provision 
for  the  common  defence,  left  no  doubt  of  the  par- 
amount duty  in  the  United  States  to  perform  it 
punctually  and  faithfully. 

In  the  present  war,  they  are  without  excuse,  if 
this  be  not  fully  and  perfectly  done;  for  the  war 
was  of  their  own  choice;  they  made  it,  and  at 
their  own  time. 

The  several  States  received  from  the  United 
States  a  solemn  obligation,  that  ther  would  pro- 
tect each  against  invasion.  "The  united  States 
'  guarantee  to  every  State  a  Republican  form  of 
'  Government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them 
'  against  invasion." 

If  anything  were  wanting  to  show  the  sacred- 
ness  of  this  duty  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
absolute  reliance  which  the  States  entertained  of 
its  complete  performance,  it  is  to  be  found  in 
the  restrictions  and  privations  which  the  several 
States  imposed  on  themselves. 

"No  State  shall  grant  letters  of  marque  and 
-  reprisal.  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of 
'  Congress,  lay  any  imposts,  or  duties  on  imports 
^  or  exports,"  except.  4c.    "  No  State  shall,  with- 

*  out  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  anf  duty  of 
'  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war,  m  time  of 
'  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with 
'  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign   Powe^,  or 

*  engage  in  a  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or 
'  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of 

*  delay." 

Having  thus  surrendered  all  the  pecuniary  re» 
sources,  necessary  to  provide  the  means  of  defence, 
and  also  the  right  to  raise  a  force  requisite  to  this 
end,  the  several  States  did  rely,  and  were  justified 
in  relying,  with  perfect  confidence,  for  complete 


protection  and  defence,  on  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

No  one  will  pretend  that  such  defence  has  been 
afforded  to  all  the  States  in  the  Union.  Massa- 
chusetts has  been  entirely  abandoned.  The  men 
raised  there  for  the  regular  Army  have  been 
marched  out  of  the  State. 

Within  a  month  after  the  declaration  of  war, 
the  Gk>vernor  of  that  State  was  informed,  by  di- 
rection of  the  President,  that  the  regular  troops 
wereall  ordered  from  the  seacoast ;  and  his  threat, 
if  intended  as  such,  was  instantly  executed.  Thus, 
the  moment  the  United  States  had  placed  the 
country  in  a  situation  to  require  detence,  and 
which  it  was  their  duty  to  provide,  they  wantonly 
took  away  the  only  force  which  could  afford  it. 

It  may  be  said,  that  the  President  called  forth 
the  militia,  in  June  and  July,  1812,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  making  the  defence,  and  protectinc  the 
State  against  invasion,  and  the  Governor  refused 
to  obey  the  requisition.  On  the  12th  June,  1812, 
the  President,  by  his  Secretary  of  War,  requested 
Governor  Strong  to  order  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  requisition  of  General 
Dearborn,  such  parts  of  the  militia  as  the  General 
might  deem  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  sea- 
coast  ;  and,  on  the  22d  June,  the  same  General 
informed  the  Governor  that  war  was  declared 
against  Great  Britain,  and  requested  forty-one 
companies  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors in  Massachusetts,  and  the  harbor  of  New- 
port, in  Rhode  Island. 

The  Governor  of  a  State  is  obliged  to  comply 
with  every  requisition  of  the  United  States  for 
militia,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  He  is  equally  bound,  by  his 
duty  to  the  States,  to  refrain  from  calling  them 
forth  for  purposes  not  within  these  provisions. 

The  only  cases  which  authorize  a  call  for  the 
militia  of  the  several  States,  to  act  against  an  en- 
emy, is  to  repel  invasion. 

The  President,  neither  by  himself  nor  any  of 
his  officers,  ever  pretended  that  this  ease  existed, 
at  the  time  the  requisition  was  issued.  The  re- 
quisition was  made  expressly  for  the  defence  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  that  Stale  and  of  Rhode 
Island. 

The  militia  is  a  force  which  belongs  to  the  sev- 
eral States  respectively  and  exdusivelv,  and  is  so 
recognised  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  Gtovernment  of  the  United  States 
is  a  Gbvernment  of  limited  authorities,  and  has  no 
other  powers  than  what  are  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution. A  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  or  to  protect 
against  invasion,  is  nowhere  granted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  express  terms.  All  the  authority 
over  the  militia  delegated  to  the  United  States,  is 
to  call  them  forth  to  repel  invasion,  to  execute 
the  laws,  and  to  suppress  insurrection.  The  Uni- 
ted Slates  are  bound  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence. 

To  repel  invasion  w  included  in  the  duty  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence  ;  and  as  inva- 
sion may  be  sudden,  even  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  and  before  the  United  States  can  bring 
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their  forces  to  meet  an  unexpected  atUck,  the 
militia  of  the  several  States  is  granted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  as  the 
means  hy  which  they  may  provide  for  the  com- 
moo  defence  in  such  particular  instance. 

If  the  United  States  have  authority  to  call  forth 
the  militia,  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  war,  for 
the  common  defence,  or  for  protection  against 
invasion,  under  any  of  the  genera]  powers  granted, 
such  as  that  to  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for  the  spe- 
cial clause  authorizing  Congress  to  provide  for 
callinjg  them  forth,  to  repel  invasion  ;  for  repelling 
invasion  is  undoubtedly  one  part  ol'  the  duty  of 
proriding  for  the  common  defence. 

If  it  were  the  intent  of  the  Constitution  to  grant 
to  the  United  States,  expressly,  a  power  over  the 
militia  for  protection  against  invasion,  it  would 
have  declared  that  for  such  purposes  the  United 
States  might  call  forth  the  militia,  or  it  would 
have  said,  to  protect  against,  or  repel  invasion. 
And  especially  in  the  clause  which  enjoins  on  the 
United  States  the  duty  of  protecting  each  State 
against  invasion,  the  Constitution  would  have 
declared,  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  the  United 
States  shall  call  forth  the  militia.  Nosuch  words, 
no  auch  grants,  are  made  in  this  instrument.  If, 
therefore,  the  authority  of  the  United  States  to 
call  forth  the  militia,  to  protect  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  a  State,  be  granted,  it  must  be  by  the  terms 
to  repel  invasion.  Common  defence  includes  all 
the  means  by  which  a  nation  may  be  guarded, 
protected,  derended,  and  secured  against  danger, 
Doth  in  war  and  in  peace. 

To  repel  invasion,  is  only  one  particular  and 
specific  act  providing  for  the  common  defence. 
It  is  contrary  to  common  sense,  as  well  as  to  all 
the  rules  of  logic,  to  say  that  a  specific  power  or 
duty  includes  the  general  power,  or  doty,  of  which 
it  is  a  part ;  it  is  to  say,  that  a  part  contains  the 
whole. 

To  repel  invasion,  is  to  drive  back  and  resist 
that  which  has  already  happened.  To  protect 
against  invasion  is  to  prevent  its  happening,  to 
secure  against  its  existence.  The  one  act  is  aj^ainst 
an  event  that  has  occurred — the  other  is  to  insure 
and  guard  against  the  occurrence  of  such  an  event. 

To  protect  against  invasion,  is  to  erect  fortres- 
ses, to  have  them  well  manned,  and  supplied  with 
all  requisite  stores,  to  provide  and  equip  ships  of 
war,  to  have  an  army  aad  nary  well  organized 
and  disciplined,  in  peace  and  in  war.  To  repel 
iavasion  is  one  specific  act  of  war,  against  ano- 
ther act  of  the  like  character. 

To  repel  invasion  is  one  part  of  the  duty  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence,  aad  for  this 
part  a  particular  force  is  granted.  To  sa)r  that  a 
grant  of  this  force,  for  this  special  service,  in- 
cludes a  grant  of  the  same  force  for  the  purposes 
of  protection  and  defence,  is  to  say,  that  a  grant 
for  one  purpose  is  a  grant  for  another,  and  for 
every  purpose,  and  that  the  grant  of  a  limited,  is 
the  grant  of  a  general  authority.  This  would  be 
both  illogical  and  irrational.  And  if  under  the  lim- 
itations, which  were  intended  to  control  the  pow- 
ers granted  to  the  Government  of  the  United 


States,  and  especially  under  the  express  limitation, 
viz:  ^that  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
^  States,  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
*  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  or  to 
^  the  people,"  such  construction  may  be  adopted, 
there  remains  no  security  for  any  right  reserved 
to  the  States,  or  to  the  people. 

However  conclusive  this  reasoning  may  be,  it 
is  not  to  be  presumed  that,  after  the  strides  of 
power  in  which  the  spirit  of  party  has  indulged. 
It  will  have  any  effect  on  those  who  direct  the 
affairs  of  this  country.  I  will,  sir,  however,  refer 
to  opinions  and  authorities  in  confirmation  of 
what  has  been  advanced,  that  to  many  gentlemen 
did  ^  not  formally  admit  either  of  exception  or 
appeal. 

These  are  to  be  found  in  the  resolutions  and 
arguments  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  of 
Mr.  MadisoD,  one  of  tnal  Legislature,  in  the  years 
1799  and  1800^1  refer  the  Senate  to  the  third 
resolution  passed  by  that  body,  and  framed  by  the 
pen  of  the  President,  in  the  words  following: 

«  8,  lUtohed,  That  this  Assembly  doth  explieitty 
and  peremptorily  declare,  that  it  views  the  powers 
of  the  Federal  Government,  as  resulting  from  the  com- 
pact to  which  the  States  are  parties,  submitted  by  the 
plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  iostrnment  oonstitat- 
ing  that  oompaet,  as  no  further  valid  than  they  are  au- 
thorised by  the  grants  enumerated  in  that  contiaet; 
and  that  in  csac  of  a  deliherate,  psdpable,  and  danger- 
ous exercise  of  other  powers,  not  granted  by  the  said 
compact,  the  States  who  are  parties  diereto  have  a 
right  and  are  in  duly  bound  to  interpoee,  for  arresting 
the  progress  of  the  evil,  and  for  maintaining  within 
their  respective  limits  the  authorities^  rights,  and  Ubor- 
ties  appertaining  to  them*" 

**  It  is  said,  that  Congress  are,  by  die  Constitntion, 
to  protect  each  State  against  invssion,  and  that  the 
.means  of  preventing,  are  included  in  the  power  of  pro- 
teetioa  against  it." 

<*  The  power  of  war  in  gsMnal  having  been  before 
granted  l^  the  Coastitation,  this  clanse  must  either  be 
a  mere  specification,  for  greater  caution  and  certainty^ 
of  which  there  are  other  examples  in  the  Constitution, 
or  be  the  injunction  of  a  duty,  superadded  to  a  grant 
of  power.  Under  either  explanation,  it  cannot  enlarge 
the  powers  of  Congress  on  the  subject  The  power 
and  duty  to  protect  each  State  against  an  invading 
enemy  would  be  the  same,  under  the  general  powers,  if 
this  regard  to  greater  caution  had  been  omitted." 

*<  Invssion  is  an  operation  of  war.  To  protect 
against  invasion  is  an  exercise  of  the  power  of  war.  A 
power,  therefore,  not  incident  to  war,  eannot  be  inci- 
dent to  a  particular  modification  of  war.  And  as  the 
removal  of  alien  friends  has  appesred  to  be  no  incident 
to  a  general  state  of  war,  it  cannot  be  incident  to  a 
partial  state,  or  to  a  particular  modification  of  war." 

^  Nor,  can  it  ever  be  granted,  that  a  power  to  act 
on  a  case,  when  it  actually  occurs,  includes  a  power 
over  ail  the  means  that  may  tend  to  prevent  the  occur- 
rence of  the  case.  Such  a  latitude  of  construction 
would  render  unavailing  every  practicable  definition  of 
limited  powers." — [See  proceedings  in  the  House  of 
Delegates,  of  Virginia,  on  the  7th  January,  1800,  on 
the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  December 
21,  1798.] 

If  the  observations  which  I  have  made  are 
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foonded  in  troth,  aod  justified  by  the  CoDstita- 
tioo,  the  following  positions  are  established,  viz : 

That  the  United  States  have  no  right  to  call 
on  the  several  States  for  the  militia,  to  perform 
any  act  of  war,  hot  to  repel  invasion. 

That  to  defend  the  ports  and  harbors  of  Mas- 
saehosetts  and  Rhode  Island,  the  purpose  for 
which  the  militia  was  required  in  1812,  is  not 
within  the  power  delegated  by  the  Constitution, 
to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  repel 
invasion. 

In  the  case  alluded  to  in  1813,  it  was  not  de- 
clared by  the  President,  nor  even  pretended  by 
his  officers,  that  any  invasion  was  made.  In 
fact,  no  invasion  was  attempted  until  two  years 
after  this  time.  If  the  United  States  had  no  an- 
thoritv  to  make  the  requisition,  the  Governor 
Avould  have  betrayed  his  doty  to  the  State,  in 
complying  with  the  demand. 

That  the  United  States  had  n<|such  authority, 
I  think  evident  from  the  examination  that  has 
been  made  of  the  powers  delegated  bv  the  Con- 
stitution. And  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in- 
stead of  being  a  just  object  of  censure,  by  the 
United  States,  has  a  well  founded  complaint 
against  their  Government,  for  an  attempt  to 
usurp  her  rights  and  invade  her  prerogatives. 

A  question  has  sometimes  Men  sogjg^sted, 
whether  the  Governor  of  a  State  has  a  tight  to 
judge  if  the  requisition  be  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  A  little  reflection  on  the 
nature  of  the  Ctovernment  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  a  State,  and  of  the  relation  in  which  the 
Supreme  Sxoutive  of  the  latter  stands  to  the 
United  States^  and  to  the  citizens  of  his  partien- 
Jar  Siat«,  will  show  that  he  is  obliged  to  ex< 
amino,  if  the  case  for  which  the  requisition  is 
made  be  within  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
and  if  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  declared  are 
manifestly  not  within  the  powen  delected  by 
that  instrument,  to  withhold  a  compliance. 

The  Gk>vernmeat  of  the  United  States  can  ex- 
ercise no  powers  not  granted  by  the  Constitution, 
and  so  far  as  this  Government  can  support  such 
as  it  claims  on  this  charter,  it  is  sovereign,  and 
has  no  other  control  than  ita  own  discretion. 

The  government  of  the  several  States  is  equally 
sovereign,  with  respect  to  every  power  of  an  in- 
dependent State,  which  it  has  not  delegated  by 
the  same  instrument  to  the  United  Slates,  or 
which  is  not  thereby  prohibited  to  the  several 
States.  It  is,  also,  a  sacred  doty  of  the  Govern- 
*ment  of  the  several  States,  tp  preserve  unimpaired 
every  right  and  authority  retained  by  the  State, 
either  in  its  corporate  capacity  or  for  its  individ- 
ual citizens.  Whether  the  militia,  the  peculiar 
force  of  the  several  States,  and  that  which  is  to 
protect  and  defend  every  right  and  power  they 
possess,  is  called  forth  by  the  United  States  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  which  they  made,  in 
delegating  to  this  Government  its  powers,  must  of 
necessity  be  a  question  between  two  sovereign  in- 
dependent Governments, and  on  which  there  is  no 
tribunal  authorized  to  judge  between  them.  And 
if  the  GOverners,  who  are  commanders-in-chief 
of  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  should  sur* 


render  this  force  to  the  United  States,  in  a  case 
not  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  thejr  would 
betray  the  trust  confided  to  them  by  the  citizens  of 
their  States.  They  must,  therefore,  examine  the 
case  when  called  upon,  and  decide  according  to 
their  duty,  as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  of  their  particular 
State,  shall  demand. 

General  Cushing,  while  superintendent  of  the 
military  district  in  which  Massachusetts  is  sit- 
uated, informed  Governor  Strong,  that  he  ex- 
pected an  order  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  a  detachment  of  militia  for  the 
defence  of  the  seacoast,  and  particularly  of  Boa- 
ton.  That  he  had  not  more  troops  than  sufficient 
to  man  one  of  the  forts,  and  proposed  that  one 
should  be  occupied  by  the  militia,  and  that,  while 
out,  they  should  be  subject  to  the  command  of  no 
officer  of  the  United  States,  except  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  district.  The  Governor  acceded  to 
the  proposal. 

General  Dearborn  shortly  after  superseded 
Gleneral  Cushing,  and  on  the  8th  July,  by  order 
of  the  President,  and  in  confirmation  of  the  ex- 
pectation of  Brigadier  General  Cushing,  request- 
ed a  detaehment  of  eleven  hundred  militia  to 
occupy  the  forts  and  harbor  of  Boston. 

Governor  Strong,  although  under  no  Constitu- 
tional obligation  to  call  forth  the  militia  for  the 
purposes  required,  yet,  seeing  the  forlorn  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  the  vast  propertj  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  navy  yard,  a  ship-of-the-line 
nearly  completed,  and  a  frigate,  all  abandoned  by 
the  Gk)vernment  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  at  the 
same  time  that  these  offered  to  him  great  temp- 
tations to  attack  and  destroy  the  capital  of  the 
State  and  its  environs,  and  feeling  authorized  by 
the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, detached  the  militia,  in  confidence  that  the 
agreement  made  with  General  Cushing  would 
be  fulfilled. 

At  the  end  of  their  term  of  service  these  men 
were  offered  an  uncurrent  and  depreciated  paperj 
as  their  only  compensation. 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  General  Dear- 
born notified  the  GK^vernor  that  the  enemy  had 
taken  possession  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  and  requested  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
and  defending  such  paru  of  that  State,  and  Nevt 
Hampshire,  as  were  not  in  the  occupation  of  tha 
enemy. 

Such  complaints  and  objections  had  arisen  in 
executing  the  order  of  July,  that  the  Governor, 
although  he  issued  an  order  for  troops,  found 
himself  obliged  to  place  the  detachment  under 
the  command  of  a  major  general  of  the  militia. 

The  Governor  immediately  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  requesting  to  know 
from  the  President  if  tiie  expenses,  thus  necea- 
sarily  incurred  for  the  protection  of  the  Slate, 
would  be  ultimately  reimbursed  to  that  State  by 
the  United  States. 

The  answer  was,  that  if  the  force  thus  put  into 
service  bv  the  Governor  bad  been  req^\re^  by 
General  Dearborn,  or  received  by  him,  and  put 
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under  his  commaod,  the  expenses  attending  it 
vrould  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States.  If 
otherwise,  in  eitner  of  these  particulars,  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  not  chargeable  with  the  expense. 

Here  is  a  distinct  and  plain  case,  in  which  the 
United  States  had  neglected  that  protection' 
which  they  were  expressly  bound  to  afford  the 
State,  and  thereby  occasioned  the  loss  of  a  fifth 
part  of  its  territory;*  and  then  called  upon  the 
State  itself  to  protect  the  remaining  territory. 
The  State  obeyed  the  call,  and  reserved  only 
that  right  which  the  Constitution,  in  express 
terms,  reserved,  riz :  the  appointment  of  officers 
to  command  the  militia  required ;  and  the  United 
States  say  this  expense  must  be  borne  by  the 
Sute,  and  that  they  will  not  reimburse  the 
amount,  because  the  militia  is  not  placed  under 
tbe  command  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States.f 

For  this  act  of  injustice,  for  this  neglect  of 
duty  in  the  United  States  towards  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  for  this  abandonment  of  its  terri- 
tory to  the  violence  of  the  enemy,  I  have  never 
heard  the  smallest  apology. 

I  forbear  to  mention  the  rights  of  the  State, 
the  necessity  to  which  this  wanton  abandonment 
by  those  who  ought  to  protect  them  may  reduce 
the  inhabitants.  The  laws  of  self-preservation, 
and  of  nature,  confirmed  by  that  of  nations,  af- 
ford the  rule  for  any  member  of  a  confederacy 
thus  deserted  and  forsaken, 

I  most  earnestly  hope,  that  although  cruelly 
deserted  by  the  Government,  which  contrary  to 
their  entreaties  brought  them  into  this  perilous 
condition,  that  citizens  of  the  country  may  be 
able  to  defend  themselves.  They  will  do  all  that 
.  men  can  do  under  their  circumstances.  But  I 
am  confident,  that  if  this  tax  be  collected  there, 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  exclusive  support  and  defence  of  others, 
they  will  be  destitute  of  the  means  of  making 
any  adequate  resistance.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
vote  for  this  bill. 

The  present  year  the  Commonwealth  has  ex- 

Ssnded  more  than  $700,000  in  her  own  defence, 
he  is  now  called  on  by  this  bill  for  $632,041«  to 
defend  other  parts  6(  the  territory  of  the  United 
States;  and  her  citizens,  more  exposed  than  any 
other,  are  left  to  provide  for  their  own  defence. 

They  who  calculated  on  the  ability  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  pay,  from  the  exactness  and  punctual- 


*  There  were,  at  the  attack  and  capture  of  Castine. 
twenty-eight  men  and  a  Lieutenant  in  the  fort.  This 
was  all  the  protection  for  one  of  the  most  important 
harbors  and  rivers  of  the  United  States,  and  affording 
the  best  situation  for  a  naval  depot  for  Great  Britain. 

fin  the  military  district,  No.  1,  which  includes  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  there  were  less  than  one 
ttioosand  three  hundred  men.  These  were  scattered 
over  an  extensive  tract  of  country.  In  the  forts,  in 
Boston  harbor,  there  were  not  two  hundred  and  sixty 
men,  and  in  the  other  forts  in  the  State  a  very  smaU 
corps,  inadequate  to  any  defence.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  Major  General,  a  Brigadier  General,  and  several 
Colonels.  In  no  one  place  were  there  men  enough  to 
oonstitttte  a  colonel's  command. 


ity  which  she  has  heretofore  observed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  taxes,  will  recollect,  that  her  faculty 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Treasury,  even  in 
times  tbe  most  prosperous,  arose  principally  from 
the  daring  enterprise,  unrivalled  industry,  and 
rigid  economy  of  the  inhabitants;  that  her  re- 
sources are  now  annihilated,  and  she  is  borne 
down  by  obloquy,  insult,  and  oppression. 

They  who  have  observed  the  patience  where- 
with  she  has  submitted  to  see  the  public  treasure 
squandered,  to  purchase  slanders  against  her  cit- 
izens, and  notwithstanding  a  complete  failure  by 
the  full  confession  of  the  hireling,  that  these  cit- 
izens were  so  far  beyond  all  temptation  as  not 
even  to  be  approached  for  dishonorable  purposes, 
has  been  subjected  to  the  most  degradiiig  insinu- 
ations, from  the  first  authority  $  who  have  wit- 
nessed all  the  resources  of  her  wealth,  all  tbe 
means  of  her  industry,  the  object  of  unabating 
persecution  from  the  Government,  and  her  pos- 
sessions coldly  and  expressly  abandoned,  b^  the 
same  authority,  to  the  depredations  and  seizure 
of  the  enemy,  may  conceiye  that  taxes  like  these 
will  still  be  paid  for  the  exclusive  protection  of 
others ;  but  if  gentlemen  will  only  condescend  to 
view  the  people  of  this  country  as  their  brethren, 
as  freemen,  as  men,  they  roust  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, that,  had  they  the  means,  they  could  not 
possibly  have  the  will. 

When  Mr.  Gobe  had  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken.  Shall  this  bill  passi 
and  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays 
7,  as  follows : 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chaoe,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  OatUardy  Ger^ 
man,  Giles,  Hunter,  Kerr,  Lacoek»  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker,  and  Wharton* 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Gore,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Yarnum,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass. 


Friday,  January  6. 

Mr.  RoBBRts  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Elliot,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  praving  the 
examination  of  a  floating  battery  which  he  has 
invented  for  the  protection  of  the  coasts  and  wa- 
ters of  the  United  States,  as  is  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  Navy,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  tor  tbe  indemnification  of  certaia* 
claimants  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  appointed 
October,  4,  1814,  to  consider  the  subject,  asked 
and  obtained  leaye  to  report  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  repairing  oc  rebuilding  the  public 
buildings  within  the  City  of  Washington ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved^  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  2d  instant,  together  with 
the  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there- 
with communicated,  containing  a  statement  of 
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the  proceediDffs  under  the  "Act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,'^ 
be  referred  to  a  seleci  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Smith,  Moraow,  and 
KmOy  be  the  committee. 

The  Prbsidbmt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy,  on 
the  expenditure  and  applic|tion  of  moneys  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  from  the  first  of  October,  1813, 
to  the  30th  September,  1814,  inclusiTe;  and  of 
the  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropriations 
remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1813;  al^  a  report,  comprehending  contracts 
made  by  the  Navy  Department,  during  the  years 
1813  and  1814,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1809^  entitled  ''An  act  further 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War  and  Navy 
Departments;"  and  the  reports  were  read.  - 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  iis- 
^ociate  and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States," 
together  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto ; 
and  the  bill  bav^pg  been  amended,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
it  was  unanimouslv  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  27,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chaoe,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  GaiUaid, 
Gennan,  Gore,  Horsey,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Yamam,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  5th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Naval  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  naval  school ;  and  agreea  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  mi- 
litia and  volunteer  soldiers  who  shall  die  or  be 
killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;"  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Yarnum,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday 
in  March  next. 


Saturday,  January  7. 

Mr.  GiL£0  presented  the  petition  of  Littleburg 
E.  Stainback  and  others,  of  the  town  of  Peters- 
burg, joint  owners  of  tne  privateer  called  the 
Roger,  praying  a  special  circuit  court  may  be 
ordered  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  con^^, 
aider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Giles,  Turner,  and  Mason,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled''* An  act 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
13th  Cov*  3d  Ss9s.— 6 


accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  asso- 
ciate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  ser- 
vices to  the  Gh)vernment  of  the  United  States,'' 
was  read  a  third  time  as^amended,  and  the  blanks 
were  filled. 
Beaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  title  was  amended, 
to  insert,  after  "services,"  the  words  '^  State 
troops  and ;"  and  to  strike  out  from  the  word 
"  volunteers,"  to  the  end  thereof. 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
conference  proposed  by  the  Senate  and  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares^  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States,"  fltnd  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part.  They  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold Airniture,  on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the 
saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  wares," 
so  far  as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  re- 
ported : 

**  That  the  Senate  do  recede  frum  their  amendments 
concerning  the  rates  of  duties  on  household  furniture ; 
and, 

M  That  tike  House  of  Representatives  dtf  recede  from 
theur  disagreement  to  all  tne  other  amendments  made 
in  the  Senate  to  the  bill." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  that  the  said  bill,  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  the  conferees,  be  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next ;  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  8,  nays  21, 
as  follows : 

VxAs — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  GOes,  Gore,  Hunter, 
Mason,  Smith,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Cbace,  Condtt,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Lacock, 
Lambert,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Turner,  Yarnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 
On  the  question,  Will  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  so  far  recede  from 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned, 
as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one 
or  more  floating  batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the 
waters  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing 
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or  rebuiidiDg  the  public  baildings  within  the  City 
of  Washington,  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  nexL 


Monday,  January  9. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Kid,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  certain 
bonds  giren  by  him  on  merchandise  imported 
into  the  United  States,  which  had  been  consign- 
ed bv  Samuel  Guppy,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain, 
to  a  nouse  in  Philadelphia,  and  by  him  innocently 
purchased,  may  be  cancelled,  for  reasons  therein 
stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Roberts, 
CBACE,and  Kerr,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  in  favor 
of  general  and  uniform  regulations  of  the  estates 
of  insolvents;  and  praying  a  law  may  pass  on 
that  subject,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition, 
which  was  read. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge  lor  that 
part  or  the  Territory  lying  east  of  Pearl  river, 
for  reasons  therein  stated  ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  bv  bill  or  otherwise  \  and 
Messrs.  Brown,  Bibb,  ana  Cbacb,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  em- 
ployed, one  or  more  floating  batteries,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  w«sread 
%  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  unanimous  consent,  by  adding  thereto  a  new 
section. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ^^An  act  authorizioi  the  President  of 
the  United  Suites  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped, 
and  employed,  one  or  more  floating  batteries,  for 
the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  90  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  militia,  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencv  of  mak- 
ing provision,  by  law,  that  there  shall  be  one 
Colonel,  one  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  one  Major, 
to  each  regiment  consisting  of  two  battalions  of 
militia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  a  member  was 
added  to  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  in  place  of  Mr.  Wortbing- 
ton  $  and  Mr.  Dana  was  elected. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz  and  others; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 
Duiidin^s  within  the  city  of  Washington ;  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  to  prohibit  intercourse 
with  the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in 
which  bill  they  reqqpst  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  have  also  passed  the  bill  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,"  with  amendments ;  ia 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  they  were  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Bibb,  AirDBRSOif, 
Q1LE8.  and  Varnum,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mit teel 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Frombntin,  the  bUl  iaaC 
mentioned,  as  amended  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
senutives,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  ooneurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  Uie  second  reading. 


TuBSDAY,  January  10. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  prohibit  inter- 
course with  the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes,'^ 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  were  referred,  00  the  14th 
October,  the  several  communications  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  relatiug  to  our 
foreign  affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  two  following  Messages  were  also  received 
from  the  Prbsiobnt  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Hauie  of 

Representaiivet  of  At  United  States  .- 

I  communicate,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Hint,  of  the  operation  of 
that  establishment  during  the  last  year. 

JAMES  MAPiaON. 

JAiriTAmT  10,  1815. 

To  the  Senate  and  Howe  of 

Repretentativea  of  the  United  States  j 

I  transmit  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  Government  for .  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  andlMiiteen. 

JAMl^S  MADISON. 

Jaxvabt  10,  1815. 

The  Messages  and  documents  .therein  referred 
to  were  severally  read. 

Mr.  MoBRow,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  giving  further 
time  to  complete  the  surveys  and  obtain  the  pat- 
ents for  lands  located  under  Virginia  resolution 
warrants;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mason  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 
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lUtobed,  TiMt  Ibe  PreridanH  of  die  Unfttd  8tatM 
be,  and  he  is  hereby » reqiieeted  to  oeiiee  to  be  statod  to 
the  Seoftto  the  reesone  which  have  prevented  the  eom- 
munieetipii  of  the  infi>niMtion  reqjaeeted  by  their  ree- 
olntion  o{  the  9th  of  NoTember  last. 


bi 


Wbdnbssat,  January  11. 

James  Barbour,  appotnted  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
to  supply  tbe  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  decease 
of  Richard  Brent,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
4|ttalified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coDsideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
"iropriatioos  for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 

nildings  within  the  city  of  Washington ;  and  on 
motion,  by  .Mr.  LACOCK^lhe  further  cousideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  that  part  of  the  fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "^An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern* 
ment,  ant!  maintaining  the  public  oredit,  by  lay* 
lag  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and*  merchan- 
dise, manufactured  within  the  United  States,"  to 
insert  ^  umbrellas  and  parasols,  if  above  the  value 
of  two  dollars,  eight  per  centum  ad  valorem;" 
and  that  they  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  l^hey 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled,  -'An  act  for  the  relieif 
of  William  H.  Wasbinj?ton ;"  a  bill,  entitled  '<An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  William  Robinson,  and  oth- 
ers;" a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Doyle;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinniek  and  Shoollz  and 
Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  le^al 
representative  of  John  Caler,  deceased ;"  in  which 
bills  tbej  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylor^  from  the  man«|ers  appointed  on 
the  j^rt  4>f  tbe  Senate  to  eon&r  with  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatms 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  outhe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining-the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  various  g^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  States;"  re- 
ported : 

**  That  they  had  confinred  on  the  above  subject  and 
that  the  manageis  on  behalf  of  the  House  of  Repi»> 
sentativee  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  HcusOi 
that  they  do  recede  firom  their  disagreement  to  the  in- 
sertion of  the  IbBowing  amendment,  made  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  abofe-mentioned  bill,  vis :  umbiellas  and 
parasolsy  if  above  the  value  of  two  dollars,  eight  per 
centum  ad  valorem ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate,  adjourned  to  Friday  morning, 

Frioat,  January  13. 
Mr.  Shits,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referreil  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  reported  the  same  with 
a  number  of  amendment^. 


[The  amend mento  to  the  amendments  of  the 
House  propose  to  increase  the  fixed  capital  of  the 
Bank  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  to  make  the  capital  consist  of  shares  of  four 
hundred  instead  of  one  hundred  dollars  each; 
that  the  five  millions  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
capital,  shall  be  added  also  to  the  amount  sub- 
scribable  in  public  debt;  to  disagree  to  the  prop- 
osition of  the  HoQse  for  striking  out  the  section 
which  authorizes  suspension  of  payments  in  spe- 
cie; to  agree  to  the  section  which  compels  the 
bank  to  commence  its  operations  befone  the  first 
day  of  January,  and  to  disagree  to  that  which 
proposes  to  authorize  a  committee  of  Congress  at 
any  time  to  examine  the  books,  dbc.^.  and  pre- 
scribes the  course  of  proceeding  in  the  oourts 
sffainst  the  bank,  in  ease  of  violation  of  its 
charter.] 

The  cMisideration  of  this  report  was  postponed 
to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  lo-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Doyle,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  RonaaTs,  Barboub,  and 
TsoMPflOH,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  to  complete  the 
surveys  and  obtain  the  patents  for  lands  located 
under  Virginia  resolution  warrants,  was  read  the 
second  time,  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  aod  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Washington,"  was  read  the  second  time; 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  26ih  of  September  last,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Eastern 
Branch  Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Shinniek,  Shoultz,  and  Vogeler,  of  ChrisUan 
Chapman,  and  the  legal  representative  of  John 
Calef.  deceased,"  was  read  the  second  time ;  and 
referred  to  tbe  committee  appointed  on  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  James  Doyle,^ 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Robinson  and  others,"  was  read  the  second 
time ;  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Vvalkbr, 
Morrow,  and  Chacb,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  ^he  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who 
majr  associate  and  organize  themselves,  and  offer 
their  services  to  the  (Government  of  tne  United 
States,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  tbe  United  States  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate 
and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  services 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States;"  and. 
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on  motion,  they  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  the  10th  instant  by  Mr.  Mason  ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  the  question  thereon  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America ;" 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  the  27th  December  last ;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Kino,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap 
propriations  for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 
Duildin^s  within  the  city  of  Washington ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Frombntin,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 


Saturday,  January  14. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  giving  further 
tiipe  to  complete  the  surveys  and  obtain  the  pat- 
ents for  lands  located  under  Virginia  resolution 
warrants ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers  who  ma^  associate 
and  organize  themselves,  and  oflfer  their  services 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  Where- 
upon, 

.  Eeeolvedj  That  they  agree  to  the  second  and 
fourth  amendments  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  and 
disagree  to  all  their  other  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  proposition 
of  the  committee,  to  wit:  Add  after  the  word 
"  thirty,"  as  often  as  it  occurs,  the  word  "  five :" 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— *yeas  17, 
nays  14,  as  follows : 

Tsis — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baibour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Giles,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Natsv— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  FromentiUy 


Oaillard,  German,  Gore,HorMVf  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  member  of 
the  second  proposition  of  the  committee,  to  amend 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  wit:  strike  out  ''ten,"  and  insert  '< fif- 
teen :"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
17,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chaoe, 
Gondit,  Giles^  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Goie,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

After  further  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  16. 

Mr.  QoRB  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  oi  Union,  in 
the  District  of  Maine,  remonstrating  against  the 
tralisportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the 
Sabbath ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  aod  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
26th  ultimo,  several  petitions  on  the  same  subject, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Frombntin  presented  the  memorial  of 
Edward  F.  Howell,  and  others,  midshipmen  in 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  remonstrating 
against  the  practice,  which  they  state  has  of  late 
obtained,  of  promoting  and  commissioning  sailing 
masters  to  the  rank  of  lieutenants  in  the  Navy  ; 
for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commitieeon  Naval 
Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  2d  January  instant,  reported  the 
following  resolution ;  which  was  read  : 

Resohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  a  bill  for  call- 
mg  out  the  militia  upon  the  principles  of  the  said 
resolution. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Giles,  a  member  was  added 
to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  23d 
September,  the  memorial  of  ihe  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company, 
in  place  of  Mr.  Bledsoe  ;  and  Mr.  Mason  was 
elected. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  to  complete  the 
surveys  and  obtain  the  patents  for  lands  located 
under  Virginia  resolution  warrants,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America." 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  proposition  of 
the  committee,  in  the  60th  and  6l8t  lines,  to  wit : 
"  That  the  amendments  (othe  17th  and  18th  rules 
be  disagreed  to:"  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas 15,  nays  18,  as  follows : 
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YxA^-^tmn.  Andenon,  Bibb^  Chaee,  Condit, 
Howell,  Lftcock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smitb, 
Taylor,  Tomer,  Vamam,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana, 
FromentJUy  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hooter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Tait,  Thomp- 
son, sn4  Wells. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  proposition  of 
the  committee,  lines  64,  and  65,  to  wit:  "That 
theamendmeot  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
13th  section  be  disagreed  to:"  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  16,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Andersen,  Barbonr,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Howell,  Laeoek,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson, 
Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  Walker,  and 
Wharton. 

Mats— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillsrd,  German,  Giles,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr, 
King,  Lambert,.  Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  strike  out  of  the 
14th  section,  proposed  as  an  amendment  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  after  the  word  "  that," 
in  the  first  line,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
following : 

"  If  at  any  time  the  said  corporation  shall  exercise 
powers  not  authorised  by  this  act,  or  refuse  or  neglect 
to  perform  any  of  the  stipulations  of  this  act,  for  which 
refusal  or  neglect  penalties  are  not  already  provided,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Btates,  to  represent  the  same  to  Congress ;  and  Con- 
gress may,  thereupon,  make  such  provision,  by  law,  to 
lestram  such  exercise  of  unaut|iorized  powers,  and  to 
enforce  the  stipulations,  aforesaid,  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  may  justtly  and  require ;  anything  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding :  Provided  nevertheie9$9 
That  Congress  shall  not  revoke  or  impair  the  corpo- 
rate capacity  of  the  said  Bank,  for  and  during  the  term 
4^...-^  jetm^  by  this  act  provided,  nor  in  any  manner 
aflect  or  impair  the  right  and  property  of  the  stockhold- 
ers respectiTely,  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  Bank.'' 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Daggett,  and  it  was  taken  on  striking  out; 
and  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays 
15,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Giles,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robin« 
son.  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  Walker, 
and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
GaiUard,  German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson,  and  Weils. 

On  the  question,  to  insert  the  substitute  pro- 
posed, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
14,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Chace,  Condit,  How- 
ell, Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Yamum,  and  Walker. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Khig,  Lambert,  Mason,  Tait,  Thompson,  Tur- 
ner, Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Whereupon,  Resolved^  That  the  Senate  agree 
to  some,  and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  last 
mentioned. 


Tuesday,  January  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others  ;  and  On  motion,  by 
Mr.  Smith,  the  consideration  thereof  was  farther 
postponed  to  Monday  neit. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  several  memorials  from 
a  number  of  tne  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  the  pos- 
session of  certain  lands  which  they  claim  under 
patents  granted  by  the  British  Government ;  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorials;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Brown,  Morrow,  and  Taylor,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Robinson  ad  others,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  eipenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  bv  laying  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  United  States,  ana  to  provide  for  assessins 
and  collecting  the  same ;"  and  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  eipenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on 
household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches;"  a  bill, entitled  ''An  act  sapplementaiy 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  duties  on  li- 
censes to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes;"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tne  President 
to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  repeal  certain  acts  now  in  force  for  this  pur- 
pose ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ffiving  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  lauds  to  complete  their 
payments;"  a  biU,  entitled  "An  act  regulating 
the  sale  of  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Ohio ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered 
by  earthquakes;"' a  bill  entitled  "An  act  attach- 
ing to  the  Canton  district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
the  tract  of  land  lyine  between  the  foot  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Brie,  and  the  Con- 
necticut Western  Reserve ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  Hy- 
nam ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur* 
rence  of  the  Senate.  They  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  vol- 
unteers who  may  associate  and  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  din* 
agreement  to  the  amendments  insisted  on  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  last  men* 
tioned,  and  ask  a  conference  thereon. 
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Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bsovir,  Bibb,  and  Ma- 
802I9  be  the  managfers  at  the  same,  on  the  part  of 
the  Seoate. 

The  eight  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurreDce 


ngi 
ad, 


were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Wednbsdat,  January  18. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the  acL  enti- 
tled *An  act  to  proTide  additional  reveaues  (or  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  GoFernment,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  bv  laying  a  direct  tax 
«pon  tne  United  States,  and  to  proyidefor  assess- 
ing and  coUeeting  the  same^^'  and  the  aet  entitled 
''An  act  to  pro?ide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ingthe  expenses  of  Gbvernment,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  honsehold 
furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,''  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Dao- 
OETT,  Brown,  Chace,  and  Smith,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  vines,  spirituous  liquors  add  foreign 
merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  attaching  to  the  Can- 
ton district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of 
land  lying  between  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Connecticut  West- 
ern Reserve,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
the  21st  September,  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  sale 
of  certain  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete 
their  payments."  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  ihe  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in 
the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by  earth- 
quakes," was  read' the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Fromentin,  Morrow,  and 
Daoobtt.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Hynum,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mention- 
ed^o  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  repeal  certain  acts  now  in  force  for 
this  purpose,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  to 
cansider  and  report  thereoir. 


Mr.  AnvuLMOfi,  fh>m  the  aomimttee  to  whom 
the  subject  waa  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  th« 
relief  of  Bdward  Barry  and  Qeorge  Hodges ;  jmd 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  the  16th  instant,  by  th^  Com^ 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Tatlor,  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  together  with  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant,  further  to  oonsidier 
and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  Comiftittee  oa- 
Military  Affiiirs'wece  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  last  mentioaed. 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointee! 
on  the  21st  September,  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re* 
latioas,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bibb,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Friday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  build- 
ings within  the  City  of  Washington,  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Laoock.  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  ai 
the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resttii)ed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whoie^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  thereli^of  Williatii  Robinson  and  others;" 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 


Tbursday,  January  19. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Robinson  and  others,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Barry  and 
George  Hodges  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr-  Robrrtb,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge 
Company,  were  instructed  to  inquire  Into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  by  a  general  law  for  mak- 
ing compensation  to  inaividuals  whose  property 
may  have  been  destroyed  durine  the  war,  by  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  United  States,  or 
whose  property  may  have  been  occupied  for,  or 
appropriated  to,  public  purposes. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbrts,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick,  and  Shouhz  and 
Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  legal 
representative  of  John  Calef;  deceased,"  were  cPis- 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy, 
on  the  petition  of  Edward  Bland  and  others,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  were 
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diiekMgeA  fhMtn  the  fmtt^itt  eoMM«niHoik  thereof, 
attd  ih^Y  were  referred  to  the  said  committeej  to 
eonsttfetend  report  thereoti  by  hill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Tbohpbon  presented  several  petitions, 
sijrDed  by  a  number  of  the  rahabitants  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  remonstrating  against  the 
tmnsportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the 
Sabbath ;  and  the  petitions  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred, 
the  26ih  ultimo,  several  pelitions  on  the  same 
subject,  to  consicler  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

A  meeuage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  thftt  the  Home  agree  to  the 
conference  proposed  on  the  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  vol* 
unteers  who  may  associate  and  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Oovernment 
of  the  United  States,'^  and  have  appointed  mana« 
f  ers  on  their  part.  They  have  passed  the  bill  en- 
tilled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  providiujp^  for  the  indemnification  of  cer- 
tain claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concorreuce  of  the  Senate. 

They  agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to  other 
anendmeats  of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uuited  States  of 
America.'' 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  message  from  the  House  announcing  its  disa- 

Seetsent  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
II,  entitled  "A&  act  to  incorporate  the  subserib- 
•rs  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

[The  state  of  this  question  is  so  intricately  in- 
terwoven with  matters  of  form  and  technicalities, 
that  ^e  shall,  in  describing  the  questions  which 
came  up  to-day,  disregard  the  mere  form  of  them, 
and  endeavor  to  present  the  subetance.] 

The  first  qnestion  was  the  proposition  sent  from 
the  Senate^  to  which  the  House  has  disagreed, 
to  increase  the  capital  of  the  bank  five  millionis,  to 
be  subscribable  in  public  stock,  created  since  the 
war. 

On  this  proposition,  Mr.  Bibb  proposed  to  insist. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr. 
Smitb,  Mr.  Ro«EHTB,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  King,  and  Mr.  Giles. 
The  able  debate  turned  principally  on  the  merits 
of  the  specie  payment  suspending  section,  (to 
which  also  the  other  House  had  disagreed^)  which 
was  considered  as  intimately  connected  with  the 
question  immediately  before  the  Senate. 

The  first  named  gentlemen  insisted  on  the  ad- 
vantages to  the  Grovernment  from  the  increase 
of  the  capital,  and  also  from  the  proposed  power 
to  suspend  payment  in  specie,  without  which,  it 
WBs  said,  the  op^tions  of  the  bank  must,  for 
some  time  at4east,  be  greaily  restricted,  d^s.,  and 
wholly  useless  to  the  Government.  Mr.  Bibb, 
Mr.  RoBBBTs,  and  Mr.  Tatlob^  intimated,  if  the 
Senate  should  yield  these  points  to  the  House, 


that  thev  should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postpone*- 
ment  of  the  bill,  under  the  impression  that  it 
would  be  rather  an  injury  than  a  benefit  to  the 
community  to  pass  it  in  its  present  shape. 

Messrs.  Barbour,  Kino,  and  Qiles,  urffed  the 
recession  of  the  Senate  from  these  amendments, 
principally  on  the  ground  of  necessary  concession 
(although  the  two  latter  gentlemen  objected  to 
them  on  principle  also) — concessions  which  it  was 
said  the  times  now  more  than  ever  demand.  Mr. 
Barbour,  particularly,  in  an  eloquent  manner 
enforced  the  necessity  of  acting  decisively  on  a 
subject  which  had  so  long  been,  pending  between 
the  two  Houses,  and  so  greatly  interested  the 
feelings  of  the  community,  which  turned  its  eyes 
with  eeBseiess  anxiety  on  the  dilatory  proceedtngv 
of  Congress.  Mr.  Smitet,  in  allusion  to  these 
remarks,  took  occasion  to  absolve  the  Executive 
and  Senate  from  the  blame  of  delay  and  apathy, 
and  by  inference  to  cast  it  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  takenj  Mr.  Rob- 
erts moved  to  postpone  the  subject  till  to  mor- 
row, with  the  view  of  submitting  a  resolution 
that  Mr.  Bleosoe  (the  Kentucky  Senator)  was 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  inasmuch  as  the 
election  of  his  successor,  Mr.  Talbot^  had  not 
yet  been  notified  to  the  Senate.  This  motion 
was  negatived,  25  to  9,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  to  insist  on  the  first  amendment, 
as  stated  above,  was  then  decided  as  follows: 

ForinsUting — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bihb,  Chaoe,  Con* 
dit,  Howdl,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor* 
Turner,  Yamum,  and  Walker — 13. 

AgtUngt  tnns^tpig^— Messrs.  Baibonr,  Brown,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Fromentin,  Gkdllard,  Oerman,  Giles,  Golds- 
borough,  €kvre.  Honey,  Hunter,  Keir,  King,  Landwit, 
Mason,  Robinson,  Tait,  Thompson,  Wells^  and  Whai^ 
ton— 21. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  insist  on  this  amend- 
meot. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  to  recede  from  the  said 
amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  whole  subject  to  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  March  (equivalent  to  a  motion 
to  reject.)  In  support  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts spoke  at  some  lensth. 

Mr.  Bibb  intimated  tnat  he  should  vote  against 
the  postponement  now,  because  the  amendment 
respeetin^p  which  he  was  most  anxious  had  not 
been  decided  (meaning  the  section  respecting 
specie  payments.) 

Mr.  Tatlor  said  he  should  vote  for  the  post- 
ponement, because  he  perceived  the  amendment 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Bibb  would  not  be  insisted 
on. 

The  question  on  the  postponement  (or  rejec- 
tion) was  then  decided  as  follows: 

For  the  p<wft9ofiew»en#— Hessrs.  Galflard,  Germtn» 
Kerr,  Lacock,  tambert,  Roberts,  Tayh>f>  Tumei,  and 
Vamnm — 9.  .    , 

Agaifwt  the  po8tponement^l^et0tB.  AJide»aon,  Bat- 
hour,  BiM>,  Brown,  Chace,  Coodit.  g^^^t  D«in»> 
PromenMn,  Qiles,  Goldsboiough,Gore,iiotsey  ,Howeft> 
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Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait, 
Thompson,  Walker,  Wells,  and  Wharton— 26. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Giles's  motion,  to  recede 
from  the  said  first  amendment,  was  then  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ayes  18. 

Mr.  Kin  g  then  moved  to  recede  from  all  the  other 
amendments  to  which  the  House  had  disagreed. 

The  Senate  then  receded  from  such  of  the  said 
remaining  amendments,  as  preceded  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  question  on  receding  from  the  insertion 
of  the  section,  authorizing  the  bank  under  certain 
circumstances,  to  suspend  payment  of  their  notes 
in  specie,  was  decidea  as  follows: 

For  receding — ^Mestfrs.  Baibonr,  Brown,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldsbo- 
rongh,  Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells— 18. 

Againtt  reading — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Ghace, 
Condit,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson, 
Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  Walker,  and 
Wharton— 16. 

So  the  Senate  virtually  disagreed  to  the  inser- 
tion of  such  a  section.     Whereupon, 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  postpone  to  the  second  Mon- 
day in  March  (to  reject)  the  further  consideration 
of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  then,  expressing  a  desire  to  have  a 
night's  reflection  on  this  question,  moved  to  ad- 
journ. 

There  were  19  ayes  in  favor  of  the  motion ; 
and  the  Senate  adjourned  at  a  late  hour. 

Friday,  January  20. 

The  Pbesidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  sums 
respectively  paid  to  each  clerk  in  the  several  offi- 
ces of  that  bepartraent,  for  services  rendered  dur« 
ing  the  year  1814,  made  in  obedience  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  April  21, 1806,  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  Militia  Committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred  the  9th  instant, 
reported  a  bill  concerning  field  officers  and  mili- 
tia ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Honorable  Mr.  Bledsoe,  as  follows : 
WASHiiraToir,  January  SO,  1815. 

8ia :  Doubts  having  arisen  whether  I  have  a  right 
still  to  fill  my  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  view  to  have  the  question  settled,  and  a  prece- 
dent established,  and  to  save  my  own  feelings  on  a 
glint  of  duty,  I  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  submit  the 
Uowing  case  for  the  decision  of  that  honorable 
body: 

I^revious  to  the  24th  December  last,  I  forwarded,  by 
mail,  my  resignation  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  to  take  place  on  that  day,  to  be  by  him 
communicated  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  then, 
and,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  still  in  session.  I  was, 
by  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  that  State,  advised 
that  he  had  received  my  resignation,  and  would  hold  it 
up  in  the  hope  of  hearing  from  me,  and  of  a  change  in 
my  determination  on  that  subject,  nntil  about  the  las« 


of  that  month,  when  he  would  communicate  it  to  the 
Legislature.  Newspaper  information  states  that  he 
did  so,  and  that  my  successor  has  been  appomted; 
which  latter  fact  is  also  stated  in  a  letter  to  a  gentle- 
man of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  I  have  been 
informed.  This  is  all  the  information  I  have  received. 
Whether,  under  these  circumstances,  I  am  to  be  con- 
sidered as  still  a  member,  will  be  for  the  honorable 
Senate  to  decide.  Wishing  it  to  be  understood  I  have 
no  other  solicitude  as  to  the  result  than  to  be  informed 
of  my  duty,  which  is  concerned,  in  continuing  in  mj 
place,  if  I  have  a  right  to  do  so, 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  BLEDSOE. 

The  Honorable  Johh  Gaillaeb, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

And  the  letter  was  read.  Whereupon,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts submitted  the  following  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  facU  stated  in  the  letter  of  the 
Honorable  Jesse  Bledsoe,  addressed  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  do  not  vacate  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  King,  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  striking  out  therefrom,  the 
word  "  not;"  and  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative— yeas  25,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace, 
Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillud,  German,  Giles,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Pi  ATS. — Messrs.  Bibb,  Condit,  Dana,  Lacock,  Rob- 
erts, Smith,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  resolution  pass 
as  amended"?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  27,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bxown,  Chaoe, 
Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King, 
Lacodk,  Lambert,  Mason,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Condit,  Dana,  Roberts,  Smith, 
and  Vamum. 

So  it  was.  JResolved,  That  the  facts  stated  in 
the  letter  of  the  Honorable  Jessjb  Blbdsob,  ad- 
dressed to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  do  vacate 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Wells  and  others ;"  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  relief  of  James  Brahany ;"  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  ord- 
nance department ;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurreoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  rej>umed  the  consideration  of  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

On  the  question,  that  the  said  bill,  together 
with  the  amendments,  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  14,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Yxis — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Condit,  Gaillard, 
Howell,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tay- 
tor.  Turner,  Varnum,  andWalker. 


177 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRES& 


178 


January,  1815. 


Proceedings. 


SiNATB. 


NATS^Meon.  Barbour,  Brown,  Ghace,  Daggett, 
Dana,  Fromentin,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hanter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Robinson, 
Tait,  Thompson,  Wells,  and  Wharton, 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

jResolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendments  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  said  bill,  to  which  the  said 
House  haTe  disagreed ;  and  that  they  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to,  and  concur  in,  ail  the  other 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
thereto. 

Mr.  Bbowh,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disasreeinff  yotes 
of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act 
to  author iz:e  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  t  he  services  of  volunteers  who  may  as- 
sociate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States," 
reported : 

*'  That  tbey  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  re- 
spective Hooses  a  modification  of  the  first  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  in  lien  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  by  adding  the  folbwing 
proviso,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section : 

'<  ilnii  6€  f^/uWA«r  DfovMfec^  That,  in  case  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  hereafter  call  on  the 
Ezecativee  of  the  several  States  to  hold  in  readiness 
their  respective  quotas  of  militia  lor  service,  he  shall 
consider  the  corps  of  State  troops  raised  in  any  State, 
as  part  of  the  quota  of  such  State. 

*'  And  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  6th  section,  to  modify 
the  5th  section  as  proposed  by  the  Senate,  bv  striking 
out  the  vrord  **forty,'^in  the  13th  line,  and  inserting 
the  word  "  seyenty.*' 


Satitrdat,  January  21. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, praying  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  Ter- 
ritory may  be  authorized  to  form  a  convention 
for  the  adoption  of  a  constitution,  and  that  the 
said  Territory  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State;  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read. 

The  President  also  laid  before  the  Senate 
another  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
Territory,  praying  that  the  amount  of  losses  sus- 
tained by  citizens  of  said  Territory,  in  the  war 
against  the  Creek  Indians,  may  be  ascertained,  in 
order  that  the  sufferers  may  be  indemnified  in 
lands,  acquired  from  said  Indians,  as  is  stated  in 
the  memorial;  which  was  read. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  another 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory, 
prayioff  that  the  power  to  lease  out  the  lands  set 
apart  for  the  public  schools  in  said  Territorv  may 
be  vested  in  said  Legislature ;  for  reasons  therein 
stated ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  President  also  laid  before  the  Senate 
another  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
Territory,  praying  that  the  interest  which  has  ac- 
crued on  lands  in  said  Territory,  purdhased  of  the 
United  States,  may  be  remitted,  and  that  further 


time  may  be  given  to  complete  the  payments  for 
the  said  lands;  for  reasons  therein  stated;  and 
the  memorial  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  21st  of  September, 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, tendering  to  the  General  Government  their 
undivided  support  in  repelling  the  aggressions 
and  unjust  demands  of  the  enemy,  and  preferring 
a  sacrifice  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  the  sur- 
render of  our  rights  or  national  dignity ;  and  the 
resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance 
department,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent ;  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameird- 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
billj  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory." 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Hunter, 

Reeolved,  That  they  concur  therein  with  an 
amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference  on  their  part,  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers  who  may  associate  and  omnize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown, 

Reeolvedj  That  they  concur  therein  with  an 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  for 
other  purposes }"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 
the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Edward  Barry  and  George  Hodges,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  23d 
September,  on  the  memorial  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Monday,  January  23. 
The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  cre- 
dentials of  OuTBRBRiDGB  Hobbby,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  ih«  »^*^^  o£  De\a- 
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ware,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  eommenciog  od 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next ;  and  they  were 
read,  and  laid  on  file. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  subBiitted  on  the  10th  instant,  by  Mr. 
Mason,  relative  to  inforoiation  requested  by  their 
retoiution  of  the  9th  November  last ;  and  on  the 
question,  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Dassi  German,  Ooldsborongh,  Gore, 
Horsey^  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Tay- 
lov,  and  Thompson. 

Ni.TB— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barfoonr,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Gondit,  Daggett*  Gaillard,  GOes,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, Roberts,  Robinson,  Turner,  Varnnm,  Waiker^ 
Weil%  and  Wharton. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  on  the  37th  December  last; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  farther  postponed  to  the  first  Monday 
in  February  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Brahany,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benr- 
jamin  Weils  and  others,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Robbbts, 
Mason,  and  Barbour^  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  aeree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Miss- 
issippi Territory."  They  agree  to  the  report  of 
the  conferees  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*^An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uaited 
States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who 
may  associate  and  organize  themselves,  and  ofier 
their  services  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,"  with  the  amendment  made  thereto  by 
the  Senate ;  and  that  the  bill  be  passed  accordingly. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  alter 
and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing  a 
Navy  Department,  by  addioff  thereto  a  Board  of 
Commissioners ;  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  directing 
the  manner  of  contracts  and  purchases  in  the 
Navy  Department,  and  for  promoting  economy 
therein,"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Perkins ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning Matthew  Guy,  John  Woodward,  Sam- 
uel Tennison,  and  Wilfred  I>rury;"a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  concerning  Weston  Jenkins  and 
others;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Arnold ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Farrington  Barkelow,  adminis- 
trator of  Mary  Rappleyea ;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Henry  Nimmo;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and 


for  other  purposes,"  toffetber  with  the  amend- 
m«»ts  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee  | 
and  the  amendments  were  agreed  to  with  ttt 
amendment;  and  the  bill  having  been  further 
amended,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbrts,  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  OBtil 
to-morrow. 

ToBsoAY,  January  24. 

The  seven  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  eon- 
currence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  |>assed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  laying  do- 
ties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquorsj  and  foreign  merchandise;"  in  which  bill 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Nimmo  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  th« 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Dagobtt  moTed  to  sd'ike  out  the  8th  sec- 
tion of  the  bili.  And  after  debate,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Barbovr,  the  Airthor  e(»sideratiott  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to^!nor^0w. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury containing  a  statement  of  proceedings  under 
the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
to  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  io  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying 
out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  laying  duties  on  li- 
censes to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes,'^ 
reported  it  wth  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldbborough,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  was 
recommitted  to  Messrs.  Qolosborough,  Gore, 
and  Chace,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  a  member  was 
added  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the 
21st  September  last,  the  memorial  of  the  Lcjp^isla- 
ture  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Bledsoe  ;  and  Mr.  Barbour  was  elected. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Nimmo  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and,  fio  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Wednesday,  January  25. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spiritu- 
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ous  U^QOta,  ttodt  lofreigD  mefefHiitdid^,"  was  read 
the  seeoBd  lime,  and  referred  lo  the  eomibiuee  to 
whom  wa«  referred,  the  18th  instant,  the  bill,  en*- 
titled  ^An  act  to  amend  th«  act,  entitled  'An  aet 
to  provide  additional  rerenaes  for  defraying  the 
expeaeet  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
pabiic  credit,  by  laying  a  aireot  tax  opon  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  col- 
lecting the  same}"  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  additional  revennes  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  iGlovemment,  and  maintaining  the 
pnbiic  credit,  by  laying  doties  on  honsehold  for- 
niture,and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  to  consider 
aad  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  th^  relief  of  Henry  NiiBind  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed^ 

Mr.  Mason  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
nomber  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town^of  HoiJiSj 
in  the  Statte  of  New  Hampshire}  remonstrating 
against  the  transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail 
on  the  Sabbath ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred, 
on  the  26th  ultimO;  several  petitions  on  the  same 
subject^  to  consider  apd  report  thereon  by  hill  or 
otherwise. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Arnold,''  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  foif  the  relief  of  Jo^ 
seph  Perkins,"  was  read  the  seednd  time,  an^l  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  anal  re- 
port thereon;  and  Messrs.  Gorb,  Hohtar,  and 
Mason,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Far- 
rington  Barkelow,  administrator  of  Mary  Rap- 
pleyea,"  was  read  the  second  timek 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  eoncerning  Weston 
Jenkins  and  others,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

iDhe  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  conaerning  Matthew 
Quy,  John  Woodward,  Samuel  Tenaison,  and 
Wilfred  Drury."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  for  establishing  a  Navy  Dejntrt- 
meat,  by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Commission- 
ers," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  A£fairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thneon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  man- 
ner of  contracts  and  parchases  in  the  Navy  De- 
partment, and  for  promoting  economy  therein," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  tke 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  tbereon. 

INTERG0UR8B  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  th 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  Mr.  Varnum  was 
requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  the  question  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section, 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Daoqstt— on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bibb,  it  was  agreed  to  uke  the  question  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dagqbtt,  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  a  select  committtee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  15,  as  follows : 


TxAS— ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Dans,  Frotneiitin,6eiinan, 
Gotdebarough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert« 
Msson,  Thompion»  a^d  Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Gondii,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait» 
Taylor,  Vamuni,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BARBona,  to  amend  the 
eighth  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting,  in  the  fifth 
line,  after  the  word  *'  act,"  the  words,  **  or  under 
color  thereof;"  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— (the  Senate  being  equaily  divided)  yeasli^ 
nays  14,  as  follows: 

¥»ie — MesSn.  Andenon,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Obace, 
Gondit,  Laeook,  Morrow,  Robmson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tar- 
ner,  Vamnm,  Walker,  and  Wharton.' 

Nats— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  German, 
Goklsborongh,  Gore^  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lainbert, 
Mason,  Smith,  lliompson,  and  Wells. 

And  the  question  i^ecurring  un  striking  out  the 
8th  section,  amended  as  follows: 

«Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enae$ed.  That  if  aaiy 
suit  or  prosecution  be  commenoed  in  any  State  cewt, 
against  any  collector,  naval  officer,  sorveyor,  inspeetory 
or  any  other  officer,  civil  or  mihtaiy,  or  any  other  peiw 
son  aiding  or  assisting,  agreeable  to  the  ptovisions  ef 
this  act,  for  anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be  dene,  as 
an  officer  of  the  customs,  or  for  aaytiiing  done  by  vir* 
tue  of  this  act,  and  the  defondant  shall,  a;t  ttie  time  of 
entering  his  appearance  in  soeh  conrt*  file  a  petition 
for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial  at  the  neart  ciroail 
court  to  be  holden  in  the  district  where  the  suit  ispand- 
ingf  and  offer  good  and  sufficient  surety  for  hie  entering 
in  such  court)  on  the  first  day  of  its  session,  copies  of 
said  process  against  him,  end  also  for  his  there  appear- 
ing  at  the  court  and  entering  special  bail  in  the  cause, 
if  special  bail  was  originally  required  therein,  it  tihall 
then  be  the  duty  of  the  State  court  to  accept  the  surety, 
and  proceed  no  further  in  the  cause,  and  the  bail  that 
shall  have  been  originally  taken,  shaft  be  discharged, 
and  soch  copies  being  entered  as  aforesaid  in  sudi 
court  of  the  United  States,  the  cause  shall  there  pro- 
ceed in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  brought 
there  by  original  process,  whatever  may  be  thb  amount 
of  the  sum  In  dispute  or  damages  claimed,  or  whatever 
the  dtizenship  of  the  parties,  any  former  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  And  any  attachment  of  the 
goods  or  estate  of  the  defendant,  by  the  original  pro* 
cess,  shall  hold  the  goods  or  estate  so  attached  to  answer 
the  final  judgment,  in  the  same  manner  as  by  the  laws « 
of  such  State  they  would  have  been  holden  to  answer 
final  judgment,  had  it  been  rendered  by  the  court  in 
which  the  suit  was  commenced.  And  it  shall  be  law- 
foJ,  in  any  action  or  prosecution  which  may  be  now 
pending,  or  hereafter  commenced,  •  before  any  State 
court  whatever,  for  anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be 
done,  by  the  delendant,  as  an  inepectoror  other  officer 
of  the  customs,  after  final  judgment,  for  either  party 
to  remove  and  transfer,  by  appeal,  such  decision,  daring 
the  session  or  term  of  said  court,  at  which  the  same 
shall  have  taken  place,  from  such  court  to  the  next 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  held  in  the 
district  in  which  such  appeal  shall  be  taken  in  manner 
aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  taking 
such  appeal  and  transfer,  to  produce  and  enter  in  the 
said  circuit  court,  attested  copies  of  the  process,  pro- 
ceedings, and  judgment,  in  such  cause ;  and  it  shall 
also  be  competent  for  either  party*  witnin  mx  months 
of  the  rendition  of  a  judgment  in  •^l  "^«^  «an»e,  by 
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writ  of  error  or  other  procen^  to  remove  the  same  to 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  of  that  district 
in  which  such  judgment  shall  have  heen  rendered ; 
and  the  said  circuit  court  shall,  thereupon,  proceed  to 
try  and  determine  the  facts  and  the  law  in  such  action, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  there  ori- 
ginally commenced  ;  the  judgment  in  such  case  not- 
withstanding. And  any  bail  which  may  have  been 
taken,  or  property  attached,  shall  be  holden  on  the  iSnal 
judgment  of  the  said  circuit  court  in  such  action,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  no  such  removal  and  transfer  had 
been  made  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  State  eourt  from  which 
any  such  action  may  be  removed  and  transferred  as 
aforesaid,  upon  the  parties  giving  good  and  sufficient 
security  for  the  prosecution  thereof,  shall  allow  the 
same  to  be  removed  and  transferred,  and  proceed  no 
further  in  the  case :  Provided,  however,  That  if  the 
party  aforesaid  shall  £ul  duly  to  ei^ter  the  removal  and 
transfer  as  aforesaid  in  the  circuit  court,  agreeable  to 
this  act,  the  State  court,  by  which  judgment  shall  have 
been  rendered,  and  from  which  the  transfer  and  removal 
shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  authorized, 
on  motion  for  that  purpose,  to  issue  execution,  and  to 
carry  into  effect  any  such  judgment,  the  same  as  if  no 
such  removal  and  transfer  had  been  made :  Provided, 
neoertheleBB,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
apply  to  any  prosecution  for  an  offence  involving  cor- 
poral punishment :  And,  provided  abo,  That  no  such 
appeal  shall  be  allowed  in  any  criminal  action  or  pros- 
ecution, where  final  judgment  shall  have  been  rendered 
in  &vor  of  the  defendant,  or  respondent,  by  the  State 
court;  and  in  any  action  or  prosecution  against  any 
person  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person 
to  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  any 
special  matter  in  evidence.  And  if,  in  any  such  suit, 
the  plaintiff  is  nonsuit,  or  Judgment  pass  against  him, 
the  defendant  shall  recover  double  costs  :** 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12, 
naya  15,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German^  Goldsbor- 
oogh.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Gondit,  Gaillard,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Vamumy  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Pres- 
ident resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varnum  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly. 


Tbursdat,  January  26. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohioj 
was  read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  b^ve  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  of 
.Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  improvement  on 
steam  engines,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Smith  and  Braiton  Caldwell;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
a  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurreace  of  the 
Senate. 


INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and 
for  other  purposes;  hnd  the  amendments  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  concurred  in;  and 
00  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  8th  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting,  ia 
the  5th  line,  after  the  word  "act,"  the  words, 
**  or  under  color  thereof;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Barbour,  to  insert  the  same  words  in  the  7th  line 
of  the  same  section,  after  the  word  ^  act ;"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  15, 
as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chaoe, 
Gondit,  Gaillard,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Y arnom,  WaUier,  and  Whaiton. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentm, 
German,  Goldsborough,  Gon,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Smitl^  Thompeon,  and  Wells. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Daogbtt,  to  strike  out  tlie 
8th  section  of  the  bill  as  amended,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  German, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barber,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Kerr,  Lacodt,  Morrow,  Rob- 
inson, Smith,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  Walker,  and 
Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mabon,  to  add  the  following 
proviso  at  the  end  of  the  5th  section : 

**  Provided,  That  each  inspector  ao  appointed  shall, 
before  he  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  give  bond 
to  the  United  States  wiUi  sufficient  sureties,  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  district  judge,  of  the  district  where 
snoh  inspector  shall  be  appointed,  in  a  sum  not  leaa 
than  — -  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithiul  performance 
of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  to  respond  damages  to 
any  person  injured  by  such  officer  under  color  of  Ma 
office ;  which  bond  may,  on  application  to  such  judge, 
by  any  person  so  injured  by  such  officer,  be  put  in  suit 
for  the  benefit  of  such  person :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16, 
nays  15,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr, 
King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

NATs^Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  bill  baring  been  further  amended  the 
amendments  were  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 


Friday,  January  27. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatires, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a 
tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,'' 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  actfortherelief  of  Isaac 
Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell,"  was  re%d,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatires  to  the 
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bill,  entitled  ^'Ad  act  toeitend  thetimeof  Oiitrer 
BvaDs's  patent  for  his  improTament  on  steam 
engine*."  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  far- 
ther eonsideration  thereof  was  postponed  to 
Tuesday  nexU 

Mr.  MoBROw,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  giTing 
farther  time  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to 
complete  their  payments,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  stfme  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  at- 
taching to  the  Canton  district,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  foot  of 
the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the 
Connecticut  Western  Reserve,"  also  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  build- 
ings within  the  City  of  Washington  ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed. until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tatlor  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Darlington  district,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  graving  an  alteration  in 
the  coQTeyanceof  the  mail  inrough  their  district, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
field  oncers  of  the  militia ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time  asamended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consist  office  members,  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
GiLESy  Mason,  Barbour,  CBACE,and  Bibb.,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  numerous  citizens 
of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  North  Carolina,  and  Ohio,  praying 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  transportation  and  open- 
ing of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath,  made  report ; 
which  was  read,  together  with  the  following 
resolution : 

Jteso/eed,  That  at  this  time  it  ki  inexpedient  to  inter- 
fere and  pass  any  laws  on  the  rab}eo(»matter  of  the 
federal  petitions,  praying  the  prohibition  of  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  concerning  Matthew  Guv,  John  Woodward, 
Samuel  Tennison,  and  Wtlrred  Drury,"  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  NaTal  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Weston  Jenkins  ana  others,"  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Anoerbon,  it  was  referred  to 
the  same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon . 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Brahanyj"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed.  It  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Far- 
rington  Barkelow,  administrator  of  Mary  Rapple- 
yea,"  was  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  pass- 
ed to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Arnold;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  entitled  ''An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee;' 
and,  the  amendments  havio^  been  agreed  to,  the 
Presioent  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Saturday,  January  1^. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  nf  the  Navy  De* 
partment  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  an 
accouDt  of  the  disbursements  of  public  moneys 
which  have  been  made  at  each  navy  yard  in  the 
United  States,  between  the  first  day  of  January, 
1800,  and  the  last  day  of  December,  1814^  desig- 
nating the  disbursements  made  at  each,  m  each 
year. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnqm, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
the  amount  of  the  expenditures  in  each  State  in 
the  Union,  for  fortifications  and  for  the  ordnance 
department,  from  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1800,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1814,  designating 
the  sums  expended  in  each  State,  in  each  year; 
and,  also,  designating  the  sums  expended  for  forti- 
fications, from  the  sums  expended  for  the  ord- 
nance department. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lishing a  I{favy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase of  a  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Laoock, 
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Anderson,  and  Thompson,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Har- 
rington Barkelow,  administrator  of  Mary  Rap- 
pleyea,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Brahany."  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Arnold,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
supplementary  to  (he  act,  entitled  *An  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituoHs 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

JReaolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  title,  by  inserting,  in  the  first  line, 
after  the  word  "act,"  and  before  "laying,"  "to 
amend  the  act." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  cooaideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
the  petitions  of  numerous  citizens  of  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connnecticut, 
North  Carolina,  and  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to 
prohibit  the  transportation  and  opening  of  the 
mail  on  the  Sabbath.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  at  this  time  it  is  inexpedient  to 
interfere  and  pass  any  laws  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  several  petiiioos  praying  the  prohibition  of 
transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the 
Sabbath.  *^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  build- 
ings within  the  City  of  Washington ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  (o  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coibmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  Stale  of  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio;  and,  no  amendment 
ha?ing  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  prohibit  in- 
tercourse with  the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  it  with  amendments;  which  were  read, 
aud  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  select  committee,  "  to  strike  out 
of  tne  amendments  the  proiriso  to  the  end  of  the 
5th  section  of  the  bill,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
afllrmatire—yeas  17,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  AndenoD,  Barboor,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  GailUrd,  Giles,  Kerr,  Laoock,  Morrow,  Robin- 
son, Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Vamum,  Walker,  and 
Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  German,  Golds- 
*oro^h,  Gore,  H<Mrsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Smith,  and  Thompson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  amend  the  5th 
section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word 


"  customs,"  in  the  ith  line,  the  following  words : 
"  and  for  whose  acts  and  doings  in  their  office  the 
collector  so  appointinj^  them  shall  be  answerable 
to  any  person  thereby  injured :"  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yx  AS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gertnaa,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barboor,  Bibb,  Ghace^ 
Condit,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Rob- 
inson, Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamun,  Walker, 
and  Wharton. 

And  the  amendments  reported  by  the  select 
committee  having  been  agreed  to,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  aceordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en* 
frrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Monday,  January  30. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  entitled  "An 
act  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands  to  complete  their  payments ;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  attaching  to  the  Canton  district,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lyinff  between  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the 
Connecticut  Western  Reserve;"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  cer- 
tain goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufac- 
tured within  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  waa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lishing a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consid« 
oration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Laoook,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  appfopriadons  for  repairiiM^  or 
rebuilding  the  poblie  buiidJafs  within  the  Oitf 
of  Washington  was  eostnoned  to,  and  aaade  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  nexi. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^Anaet  to 
prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  for  other 
purpoaes,"  was  read  a  third  time^  aa  amended. 

Reaolvedy  Tiiat  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  a  third  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  to  fill  the  blank  with  *'  one  hundred  thou- 
sand,'' it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bibbi  Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Fro- 
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BMntm,  Chdltefd,  Goldsborovgh,  Honey,  Kerr,  Mor- 
row, Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Taraer,  Vamam,  Wiiker, 
and  WhartoD. 

Nats — Mnen,  Barbour,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Robinson,  Tliompson,  and  Weils. 

Beeolvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ''Ad  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  reg- 
niate  the  laying  oat  and  making  a  road  froai  Cttoi* 
berlaikl,  in  the  State  of  Maryland ,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio." 

Mr.  QiLBs,  fro«i  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''Ad  act  for  the  better  regolation  of  the  Ordnance 
department,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aq  act  to  author- 
ize the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of 
the  Uoited  St^ttes,"  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

BANK  OP  THJB  UNITBD  STATES- 

Tbe  following  Message  was  reeeiFed  from  tihe 

PaE9M»SI|T  OP  TBS  Ulf  IT^O  StAT£8  : 

To  theSmtOe 4ff  the  IMUd  SttUn.^ 

Having  bestowed  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
incorporate  the  snbecribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America,"  that  fhll  consideration  which  is 
due  to  the  great  impoTtanee  of  the  subject,  and  dictated 
by  the  respect  which  I  feel  for  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, I  am  constrained,  by  a  deep  and  solemn  oonTic- 
tion  tiiat  the  bill  ought  not  to  become  a  law,  to  return 
it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  my  objec- 
tions to  the  same. 

Waiving  the  question  of  the  Constitntioiial  author- 
ity of  the  Legislature  to  establish  an  incorporated  bank, 
as  being  precloded,  in  my  judgment,  by  repeated  rec- 
ognitions, under  varied  circumstances,  of  the  validity 
of  such  an  institution,  in  acts  of  the  Legislative,  Exec- 
utive, and  Judicial  branches  of  the  <jovomment,  accom- 
panied by  indications,  in  different  modes,  of  a  concur- 
reoce  of  the  general  will  of  the  nation ;  tiie  proposed 
bank  does  not  appear  to  be  calculated  to  answer  the 
pnrpoees  of  reviving  the  public  credit,  of  providing  a 
national  medinm  of  drealation,  and  of  aiding  the  Trea- 
sQiy  by  iacilitating  the  indispensable  anticipations  of 
the  vevemie,  and  by  afibrding  to  the  public  more  dura- 
ble loans. 

i.  The  capital  of  the  bank  is  to  be  compounded  qf 
apeoie,  of  pnUie  stock,  and  of  Treasury  notes  convert^ 
ibie  into  stock,  with  a  certain  proportion  of  each  of 
wUdi^very  subecnber  is  to  furnish  himself. 

The  amount  of  the  stock  to  be  subscribed  witt  not, 
it  is  believed,  he  suflkiettt  to  produce^  in  favor  of  Hie 
poUic  eredit,  any  considerable  or  lasting  delation  of 
tiM  Biaikdt  priee^  whilst  this  may  be  occasionally  de- 
pressed by  ihe  bank  itself,  if  it  should  eany  into  the 
maiket  the  aKowed  prefN>rtion  of  its  capital  consisting 
of  poUic  stock,  in  order  to  procure  specie,  which  it  may 
find  its  account  in  procuring,  with  some  saeiifioe  on 
that  part  of  Hs  capital. 

Nor  will  any  adequate  advantMe  arise  to  the  public 
endkx  from  ihe  subscription  of  Treasury  notes.  The 
actual  issue  of  these  notes  nearly  equals  at  present, 
and  will  soon  exceed,  the  amount  to  be  subscribed  to 
the  bank.  The  direct  effifct  of  this  operation  is  simply 
to  cowwrt  fifteen  miHioiis  of  Treasury  notes  into  fif- 
teen miliions  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  with  the  collateral 
efiectof  promotiBg  an  additional  demand  fer  Treasury 
noles^  beyond  what  mi^t  otherwwe  be  negotiable. 


Public  credit  might  indeed  be  expected  to  derive  ad- 
vantage firom  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
without  regard  to  the  formation  of  its  capital,  if  the  full 
ud  and  co-operation  of  the  institution  were  secured  to 
tiie  Government  during  the  war,  and  during  the  period 
of  its  fiscal  embarrassments.  But,  the  bank  proposed 
will  be  fVee  from  all  legal  obligation  to  co-operate  with 
the  public  messures ;  and  whatever  might  be  the  pa- 
triotic disposition  of  its  directors  to  contribute  to  the 
removal  of  those  embarrassments,  and  to  invigorate  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  'fidelity  to  the  pecuniary  and 
general  interest  of  the  institution,  according  to  their 
estimate  of  it,  might  oblige  them  to  dedine  a  connex- 
ion of  their  operations  with  those  of  the  National  Trea- 
sury, during  the  continuance  of  the  war  and  the  diffi- 
culties inddent  to  it.  Temporary  sacrifices  of  interest, 
though  overbalanced  by  the  future  and  permanent 
profits  of  the  charter,  not  being  requirable  of  right  in 
behalf  of  the  public,  might  not  be  gratuitously  made, 
and  tbe  bank  would  reap  ihe  full  benefit  of  the  grant, 
w(d1st  the  public  would  lose  the  equivalent  expected 
fi!om  it.  For  it  must  be  kept  in  view,  that  the  sole 
inducement  to  such  a  grant,  on  the  part  of  Hie  public, 
would  be  Hie  prospect  of  substantisl  aids  to  its  pecuni- 
arv  means  at  the  present  crisis,  and  during  the  sequel 
of  the  war.  It  is  evident  that  the  stock  of  the  bank 
willj  on  the  return  of  peace,  if  not  sooner,  rise  in  the 
market  to  a  value  whidi,  if  the  bank  were  established 
in  a  period  of  peace,  woirid  authorise  and  obtsin  for 
the  public  a  bonus  to  a  veiy  large  amoimt.  In  Ken  of 
such  a  bonus  the  Government  is  fairly  entitled  to,  and 
ought  not  to  relinquish  or  risk,  the  needful  services  of 
the  bank,  under  the  pressing  circumstances  of  war. 

3.  The  bank,  as  proposed  to  be  constituted,  cannot 
be  relied  on  during  the  war,  to  provide  a  drculating 
medium,  nor  to  furnish  loans,  or  anticipations  of  the 
public  revenue. 

Without  a  medium,  the  taxes  cannot  be  collected ; 
akd,  in  the  absence  of  specie,  the  medium  understood 
to  be  the  best  substitute  is  that  of  notes  iMued  by  a 
National  Bank.  The  proposed  bank  will  commence 
and  conduct  its  operations  under  an  obligation  to  pay 
its  notes  in  spede,  or  be  subject  to  the  loss  of  its  char- 
ter. Without  such  an  obligation,  the  notes  of  the 
bank,  though  not  exchangeable  for  spede,  yet  resting 
on  good  pledges,  and  performing  the  uses  of  spede,  in 
the  payment  of  taxes,  and  in  other  public  transactions, 
would,  as  experience  has  ascertained,  qualify  the  bank 
to  supply  at  once  a  circulating  medium,  and  pecuniary 
aids  to  tlie  <jOYemment  Under  the  fetters  imposed 
by  the  Ull,  it  is  manifest  that,  during  the  actual  state 
of  things,  and  ^bably  during  the  war,  the  period 
particularly  requiring  such  a  medium  and  such  a  re- 
source for  loans  and  advances  to  the  Government, 
notes  for  which  the  bank  would  be  compeUahle  to  give 
qiecie  in  exchange  eouid  not  be  kept  in  circulation. 
The  most  the  bank  could  effect,  and  the  most  it  coold 
be  expected  to  aim  at»  would  be  to  kisep  the  institotion 
aUve  by  limited  and  local  transaetionsy  which,  with  the 
interest  on  the  public  stock  in  the  bank,  might  yield  a 
dividend  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  until  a  change  from 
war  to  peace  should  enable  it,  by  a  flow  of  spede  into 
its  vaults,  and  a  removal  of  the  external  demand  for  it» 
to  derive  its  contemplated  emoluments  from  a  safe  and 
full  extension  of  its  operations. 

On  the  whole,  when  it  is  conddered  that  the  pro* 
posed  establishment  will  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the 
profits  of  a  National  bank  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  ; 
that  the  monopolized  profits  will  be  continually  grow- 
ing, wiHi  Hie  progress  of  the  national  population  and 
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wealth ;  that  the  nation  will,  during  the  same  period, 
be  dependent  on  the  notes  of  the  bank  for  that  epeciea 
of  circulating  medium,  whenever  the  precious  metaU 
may  be  wanted,  and  at  all  timet  for  so  much  thereof  as 
maybe  an  eligible  substitute  for  a  specie  medium ;  and 
that  the  extensive  employment  of  the  notes  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  augmented  taxes  will,  moreover,  enable 
the  bank  greatly  to  extend  i^  profitable  issues  of  them, 
without  the  expense  of  specie  capital  to  support  their 
circulation ;  it  is  as  reasonable  as  it  is  requisite,  that 
the  Government,  in  return  for  these  extraordinary  con- 
cessions to  the  bank,  should  have  a  greater  security  for 
attainbg  the  public  objects  of  the  institution  thui  is 
presented  in  the>bill,  and  particularly  for  every  practi- 
cable accommodation,  both  in  the  temporary  advances 
necessary  to  anticipate  the  taxes,  and  in  those  more 
durable  loans  which  are  equally  necessary  to  diminish 
the  resort  to  taxes. 

In  discharging  this  painful  duty  of  stating  objections 
to  a  measure  which  has  undergone  the  deliberations 
and  received  the  sanction  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  I  console  myself  with  the  reflection 
that,  if  they  have  not  the  weight  which  I  attach  to 
them,  they  can  be  constitutionally  overruled ;  and  with 
a  confidence  that,  in  a  contrary  event,  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  will  hasten  Xo  substitute  a  more  commensu- 
rate and  certain  provision  for  the  public  exigencies. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

WASHiirsToir,  January  80, 1815. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bibb, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  printed  for  the  ase  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
the  Senate  will  proceed  to  consider  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  which 
has  been  returned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  objections. 


TuBBDAT,  January  31. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  concerning  Weston  Jenkins  and  others,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anoerbon,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend 
the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  im- 
provement on  steam  engines,"  was  further  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further  time 
to  the  purcba!bers  of  public  lands  to  complete 
their  payments,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  attaching  to  the  Can- 
ton district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land 
lying  between  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami 
of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
serve," was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Agreeably  to  order,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
'reconsider  the  bill  passed  by  the  two  Houses,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  which 
was  presented  for  approbation  on  Monday,  the 


23d  instant,  and  returned  by  the  President  on  the 
30th  instant,  with  objections. 

The  said  bill  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 
An  Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of^  JR«pre* 
sentaHves  of  the  united  States  of  Atneriea  in  Con' 
gress  assembled,  That  a  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  of 
America  shall  be  established,  the  capital  stock  of  which 
shall  be  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  divided  into  three 
hundred  thousand  shares,  of  one  hundred  dollars  each 
•hare;  and  that  subscriptions  for  thirty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, towards  constituting  the  said  capital  Mock,  ahall 
be  opened,  on  the  last  Monday  of  February  next,  at 
the  following  places,  viz :  at  Poi^tland,  in  Maine,  Ports- 
mouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  Windsor,  in  Vermonty 
Boston,  Providence,  New  Haven,  New  York,  New 
Brunswick,  in  New  Jersey,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
the  City  of  Washington,  Richmond,  Raleigh,  Charles- 
ton, Savannah,  Lexington*  in  Kentucky,  Nashville,  in 
Tennessee,  Chillicothe,  in  Ohio,  and  New  Orleans, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  following  persons,  as 
commissioners  to  receive  the  same :  at  PorUand,  Mat- 
thew Cob,  Isaac  Isley,  Joshua  Wingate,  junior;  at 
Portsmouth,  John  Goddard,  Nathan'l  A.  Haven,  Henry 
S.  Langdon ;  at  Windsor,  Elias  Lyman,  William  Lev- 
eret, Eleazer  May ;  at  Boston,  Israel  Thomdike,  Thos. 
H.  Perkins,  William  Gray,  Aaron  Hill,  Samuel  Brown ; 
at  Providence,  Seth  Wheaton,  Ebenezer  K.  Dexter, 
Henry  Smith ;  at  New  Haven,  Abraham  Bishop,  Wil- 
liam W.  Woolsey,  Heniy  Jones ;  at  New  York»  Robert 
Troup,  William  Paulding,  junior,  Robert  Lenox,  John 
Jacob  Astor,  Samuel  Tooker,  Isaac  Bconson,  Henry 
A.  Coster;  at  New  Brunswick*  James  Vanderpool, 
John  Bray,  Peter  Gordon ;  at  Philadelphia,  Jared  In- 
gersoU,  Thomas  M.  Willing,  Stephen  Girard*  Chandler 
Price,  Anthony  Taylor*  John  Sergeant,  Cadwallader 
Evans;  at  Baltimore,  James  A.  Buchanan,  Henry 
Payson,  William  Wilson;  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
John  Mason,  Robert  Brent,  John  P.  Van  Ness;  at 
Richmond,  Benjamin  Hatcher,  John  Brockenborough, 
John  Preston ;  at  Raleigh,  Sherwood  Haywood,  Bev- 
erly Daniel,  William  Peace;  at  Charleston,  John  C. 
Faber,  Thomas  Jones,  Stephen  EUiot,  Charles  B. 
Cochran,  Thomas  Blackwood;  at  Savannah,  John 
Bolton,  Charies  Harris,  James  Johnson ;  at  Lexington, 
in  Kentucky,  Charles  Wilkins,  Lewis  Sanders,  John 
H.  Morton;  at  Nashville,  Robert  Weakly,  Felix  Grun- 
dy, John  R.  Bedford;  at  Chillicothe,  Samuel  Finley, 
Thomas  James,  WilUam  McFarland;  at  New  Orleans, 
Dominick  H.  Hall,  Benjamin  Morgan,  Paul  Lanuae, 
Thomas  L.  Herman,  and  William  Flood ;  which  sub- 
scriptions shall  continue  open  every  day,  from  the  time 
of  opening  the  same,  from  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
until  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  Saturday 
following,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
same  shall  be  closed ;  and  immediately  thereafter,  the 
commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  respective 
places  aforesaid,  shall  cause  two  transcripts  or  fair 
copies  of  such  subscriptions  to  be  made ;  one  of  which 
they  shall  send  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  one 
they  shall  retain,  and  the  original  shall,  within  three 
days  from  the  closing  of  the  same,  be  by  the  said  com- 
missioners transDUtted  to  the  said  commissioners  at 
Philadelphia,  or  to  one  of  them :  and,  on  the  receipt 
thereof,  the  said  commissioners  at  Philadelphia,  or  any 
three  of  them,  shall  immediately  thereafter  convene 
and  proceed  to  tak^  an  account  of  the  said  subscrip- 
tions; and  if  more  than  the  amount  of  thirty  nuUioas 
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of  dollftra  shall  have  been  sabeeiibed,  then  the  said  last 
mentioned  cainmissioneni  shall  apportion  the  same 
among  the  several  sabscribers,  accetding  to  their  sev- 
eral and  respective  sabscriptions ;  Provided,  Aotoeoer, 
That  sQch  commissioners  shall,  by  such  apportionment, 
allow  and  apportion  'to  each  subscriber  at  least  one 
shan;  and,  in  case  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  said 
sabscriptions  shall  exceed  thirtj  millions  of  dollars,  the 
said  commissioners,  afUr  having  apportioned  the  same 
as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  lists  of  the  said  apportioned 
subscriptions  to  be  made  out,  including  in  each  list  the 
apportioned  subscription  for  the  place  where  the  ori- 
ginal subscription  was  made,  one  of  which  lists  shall 
be  transoiitted  to  the  commissioners,  or  to  one  of  the 
commissioneiB,  under  whose  superintendence  such  suh- 
■criptions  were  originally  made,,  that  the  subscribers 
may  ascertain  from  them  the  number  of  shares  appor- 
tioned to  such  subscribers  respectively;  and,  if  the 
amount  of  thirty  millions  of  doUam  shall  not  be  sub- 
scribed during  the  j^od  aforesaid,  at  all-  the  places 
aforesaid,  the  subscription  to  complete  the  said  sum 
shall  afterwards  be  and  remain  open  at  Philadelphia, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  said  commissioners 
appointed  at  that  pliice,  and  the  subscription  may  be 
then  made  by  any  corporation,  copartnership,  or  penon, 
for  any  number  of  shares  not  exceeding  the  amount 
rsqoired  to  complete  the  said  sum  of  thirty  millions  of 
dollars.  And,  in  case  of  the  death,  or  refbsal  to  serve, 
of  any  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawAil 
for  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes  to  supply  the 
vacancy  or  vacancies  thus  created,  by  appointing  some 
suitable  person  or  persons. 

8sc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
kwful  for  any  person,  copartnership,  or  body  politic, 
to  subscribe  for  so  many  shares  of  the  said  eapital  stock 
of  the  said  bank;  as  he  or  they  shall  think  fit,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  thousand  shares,  except  as  is  hereinafter 
provided  for  the  subacription  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  sums  respectively  subscribed,  except 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  as  is  hereinafter 
provided,  sbalJ  be  payable  in  the  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say :  five  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  gold 
or  silver  coin  of  the  United  States,  or  of  foreign  coin 
at  the  value  heretofore  established  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gro— ,  entitled  ^An  act  regulating  the  currency  of  for- 
eign coins,"  passed  the  10th  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand ei^t  hundred  and  six ;  ten  millions  of  dollars 
thereof  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  as  aforesaid,  or  in  the 
public  debt  of  die  United  States,  contracted  by  virtue 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing 
a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dol- 
lan,"  passed  the  fourteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand 
Of  ht  hundred  and  twelve,  or  contracted,  or  to  be  oon- 
,  tracted,  by  virtue  of  any  subsequent  act  and  acts  of 
Congress  heretofore  passed,  authorising  a  loan  or  loans ; 
and  fifteen  miSions  of  dollars  thereof  in  gold  and  silver 
eoin,  or  in  Treasury  notes^  iisned  under  the  act  of  Con- 
grees,  entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  notes," 
paned  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
nimdred  and  twelve,  or  issued  under  the  authority  of 
any  subsequent  act  or  acts  of  Congress,  authorizing,  or 
which  shall  authorize.  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued, 
pre^ously  to  the  final  closing  of  the  subscriptions  to 
the  said  bank.  And  the  said  payment  shall  be  made 
and  completed  in  the  sums  and  at  the  times  here- 
inafter declared,  that  is  to  say :  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scribing tbMc  shaU  be  paid  six  dollars  and  sixty-six 
cents  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  on  each  share,  in  gold 
or  flilver  ^in ;  twenty  dollars  in  the  Treasury  notes 
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aforesaid ;  and  thirteen  dollars  thirty-three  cents  and 
one-third  of  a  cent  in  tbe  public  debt  of  the  United 
States,  contracted  or  to  be  contracted,  as  aforesaid : 
at  the  expiration  of  four  calendar  months  after  the 
time  of  subscribing  there  shall  be  paid  tbe  further  sum 
of  three  dollars  thirty-three  cents  and  one  third  of  a 
cent  on  each  sbare,  in  gold  or  silver  coin ;  ten  dollars 
in  the  Treasury  notes  aforesaid ;  and  six  dollars  sixty- 
six  cents  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  in  the  public  debt 
of  the  United  States,  contracted  or  to  be  contracted  as 
aforesaid :  at  tbe  expiration  of  six  calendar  months 
from  the  time  of  subscribing  there  shall  be  paid  the 
further  sum  of  three  dollars  thirty-three  cents  and  one 
third  of  a  cent  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin ;  ten 
dollars  in  the  Treasury  notes  aforesaid ;  and  six  dollars 
sixty-six  cents  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  in  the  public 
debt  of  the  United  States,  contracted,  or  to  be  contract- 
ed, as  aforesaid :  at  the  expiration  of  eight  calendar 
months  from  the  time  of  subscribing  there  shall  be  paid 
the  further  sum  of  three  dollars  thirty-three  cents  and 
one-third  of  a  cent,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  ;  ten  dollars 
in  the  Treasury  notes  aforesaid ;  and  six  dollars  sixty- 
six  ceuts  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  in  the  public  debt  of 
the  United  States,  contracted,  or  to  be  contracted,  as 
aforesaid.  And  the  subscriptions  in  public  stock  and 
Treasury  notes,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  taken  and  cred* 
ited  for  the  principal  and  so  much  of  the  interest  thereof, 
respectively,  as  shall  have  accrued  on  the  day  of  sub- 
scribing the  same.  And,  at  the  time  of  subscribing  to 
the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  as  aforesaid,  each, 
and  every  subscriber  shall  deliver  to  the  commissioners, 
at  the  place  of  subscribing,  as  well  the  specie  amount 
of  their  jBubscriptions,  respectively,  as  the  certificates  of 
stock  for  the  stock  proportion  of  their  subscriptions,  re- 
spectively, together  with  a  power  of  attorney  authori- 
zing the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to 
transfer  the  said  stock,  in  due  form  of  law,  to  **  The 
President,  Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  said  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America,*'  as  soon  as  the  said 
bank  shall  be  organized ;  and,  also,  Treasury  notes  for 
the  proportion  of  the  subscriptions,  respectively,  pay- 
able in  Treasury  notes  as  aforesaid :  Provided,  alwa^fSg 
That  i^  in  consequence  of  the  apportionment  of  shares 
in  the  said  bank  among  the  subscribers,  in  the  case 
and  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  prescribed,  any  sub- 
scriber shall  have  delivered  to  the  commissionsrs,  at 
the  time  of  subscribing,  a  greater  amount  of  specie, 
stock,  and  Treasury  notes,  than  shall  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  payments  for  the  share  or  shares  to  such 
subscriber,  apportioned  as  aforesaid,  the  commission- 
ers shall  only  retain  so  much  of  the  said  money,  stock, 
and  Treasury  notes,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  complete 
such  payments,  and  shall  forthwith  return,  on  applica- 
tion for  the  same,  the  surplus  thereof  to  the  subscriber 
lawfully  entitled  thereto.  And  the  commissioners  re- 
spectively shall  deposits  the  gold  and  silver,  certificates 
of  stock,  and  Treasury  notes,  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived, as  aforesaid,  from  the  subscribers  to  the  said 
bank,  in  some  place  of  secure  and  safe  keeping,  so  that 
the  same  may  and  shall  be  specifically  delivered  and 
transferred,  as  the  same  were  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived, to  the  said  President,  Directors,  and  Company, 
of  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or 
to  'their  order,  as  soon  as  shall  be  required  after  the 
organization  of  the  said  bank. 

Szc.  8. .  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  United 
States  may,  at  any  time  before  the  expiration  of  this 
act,  in  pursuance  of  any  law  which  ni»y  »J«  Phased  by 
Congress  for  that  purpose,  cause  to  be  subscribed^  for 
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the  use  of  the  United  States,  to  said  hank,  fifty  thousand 
additional  shares,  to  be  paid  in  public  stock,  bearing 
an  interest  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  in 
any  sums,  and  at  any  periods,  which  the  Government 
may  deem  fit. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever 
and  as  often  as  any  of  the  Treasury  notes,  subscribed 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank, 
shall  be  due  and  payable,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Secretary  of  Ae  Treasury  (and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required)  to  pay  and  redeem  the  same,  principal 
and  interest,  by  causing  certificates  of  public  stock  for 
an  equal  amount,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent 
per  annum,  and  redeemable  in  any  sums,  and  at  any 
periods,  which  the  Government  may  deem  fit,  to  be 
prepared  and  made  in  the  usual  form,  and  the  same  to 
be  delivered  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said 
bank,  in  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  such  IVeasury 
notes. 

Sic.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  are 
hereby  created,  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  «  The  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany, of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,^' 
and  shaU  so  continue  nntil  the  third  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five ; 
and  by  that  name  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  made,  able 
and  capable  in  law,  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess, 
e^joy,  and  retain,  to  them  and  their  successors,  lands, 
rents,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  and 
eflfeets,  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature,  and  quality,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  thirty-five  millions 
of  dollars,  including  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock 
aforesaid ;  and  the  same  to  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien,  or 
dispose  o^  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  he  defended*,  in  all 
courts  and  places  whatsoever ;  and  also  to  make,  have, 
and  use,  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter, 
and  renew,  at  their  pleasure;  and,  also,  to  ordain, 
establish,  and  put  in  execution,  such  by-laws  and  ordi- 
nances, and  regulations,  as  they  shall  deem  necessary 
and  convenient,  for  the  government  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, not  being  contrary  to  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States ;  and  generally  to  do  and  execute 
all  and  stngular  the  acts,  matters,  and  things,  which  to 
them  it  shdl  or  may  appertain  to  do ;  subject,  never- 
theless, to  the  ndes,  regulations,  restrictions,  limita- 
tions, and  provisions,  hereinafter  prescribed  and  de- 
dared. 

Ssc  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
management  of  the  afilairs  of  the  said  corporation,  there 
shall  be  twenty-five  directors,  who  shall  be  elected  at 
the  banking  house  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Monday 
of  January,  in  each  year,  by  the  stockholders  or  propri- 
etors of  tiie  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation,  and  by 
a  plurality  of  votes  then  and  there  actually  given,  ac- 
cording to  the  scale  of  voting  hereinafter  prescribed. 
And  the  directors,  so  duly  chosen,  shall  be  capable  of 
serving  by  virtue  of  such  choice,  until  the  end  or  ex- 
piration of  the  first  Monday  in  Januaiy  next  ensuing 
the  time  of  such  election,  and  no  longer :  Provided, 
ahvaye.  That  the  first  election  and  appointment  of  di- 
rectors shall  be  at  the  time,  and  for  the  period,  herein- 
after declared. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon  as 
the  sum  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  in  gold  and  silver 
coin,  and  in  the  public  debt  and  Treasury  notes,  shall 
have  been  actually  received  on  acooont  of  the  subscrip- 
tions to  the  said  capital  stock,  (exclusively  of  the  sub- 


scription aforesaid  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,) 
notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by  the  persons  under 
whose  superintendence  the  subscriptions  shall  have 
been  made  at  Philadelphia,  in  at  least  two  public  news- 
papers, printed  in  each  of  the  places  where  subterip- 
tions  shall  have  been  made ;  and  the  said  persons  shall, 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  like  manner,  notify  a  time 
and  place  within  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the 
distance  of  at  least  twenty  days  from  the  time  of  such 
notification,  for  proceeding  to  the  election  of  directors 
as  aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  election  to 
be  then  and  there  made.    And  the  penons  who  shall 
be  then  and  there  chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  first 
directors,  and  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of  their  nnm* 
ber  preaident  of  the  said  corporation,  and  they  shidi 
be  capable  of  serving  by  virtue  of  such  choice  until  the 
end  and  expiration  of  the  first  Monday  of  January  next 
ensuing  the  time  of  making  the  same,  and  shall  forth- 
with,  thereafter,  commence  the  operations  of  the  said 
bank,  at  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia :  Prtwidtd,  al» 
waye.  That  in  case  it  shoirid  at  any  time  happen  that 
an  election  o€  directors  and   president  of  the  said 
corporation  should  not  be  made  upon  any  day  when^ 
in  pursuanoe  of  this  act,  they  ought  to  be  made,  the 
said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to 
be  dissolved ;  but  it  shall  be  lawfiil  on  anf  odier  day 
to  hold  and  make  an  election  of  directors  and  presi- 
dent of  the  said  oerpotetion,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  in 
such  manner  as  shall  have  been  regolaled  by  the  by- 
laws and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation  ;  and  un 
til  such  election  be  so  made^  the  directors  and  president^ 
for  the  time  being,  shall  continue  in  office;  And  pro* 
tided  also.  That,  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or 
removal,  of  the  president  of  the  said  corporation,  the 
directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  president :  Anti 
provided,  aieo.  That  in  case  of  the  death,  reaignatioa, 
or  absence  from  the  United  States,  or  removal  of  a  di* 
rector  from  office,  the  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by  the 
stockholders. 

Ssc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  direc- 
tors, for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such 
officers,  clerks,  and  servants,  under  them,  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  executing  the  business  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, and  to  allow  them  such  compensation  for  their 
services  respectively,  as  shall  be  reasonable ;  and  ahail 
be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  powers  and  author!* 
ties  for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  the  aflairs 
of  the  said  corporation,  as  shall  be  prescribed,  fizedt 
and  determined,  by  the  laws,  regulations,  and  ordinan- 
ces  of  the  same. 

Ssc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  follow- 
ing, restrictions,  limitations,  and  provisions,  shall  form 
and  be  fundamental  articles  of  the  constitution  of  the 
said  corporation,  to  wit :  , 

I.  The  number  of  votes  to  which  the  stockholdem 
shall  be  entitled,  in  voting  for  directors^  shall  be  aoeord* 
ing  to  the  number  of  shares  he,  she,  or  they  respec- 
tively, shall  hold,  in  the  proportions  following,  that  ie 
to  say  :  for  one  share  and  not  more  than  two  sharee, 
one  vote ;  for  every  two  sharee  above  two  and  not  ex- 
ceeding ten,  one  vote ;  for  every  four  shares  above  tea 
and  not  exceeding  thirty,  one  vote ;  for  every  six  sharee 
above  thirty  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote ;  for 
every  eight  shares  above  sixty  and  not  exceeding  one 
hundred,  one  vote ;  and  for  every  ten  shares  above  one 
hundred,  one  vote.  But  no  person,  copartnership^  or 
body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  number  than 
thirty  votes ;  and  after  the  first  election,  no  share  or 
shares  shall  confer  a  right  of  voting,  which  shall  have 
been  holden  three  calendar  months  previous  to  the  day 
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of  election.  And  itockholden  Mtaalij  resideot  within 
the  United  States,  and  none  other,  may  vote  in  eleo- 
tione  by  proxy. 

3.  IVot  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  directors  in 
office,  at  the  time  of  an  annaal  election,  shall  be  elected 
lor  the  next  succeeding  year,  and  no  person  shall  be  a 
director  more  than  three  out  of  four  years ;  but  the  di* 
lector  who  shall  be  the  president  at  the  time  of  an  elec- 
tion, may  always  be  re-elected. 

3.  None  but  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  holding  at  the  time  of  iiis  election  not  less  than 
ten  shares,  bona  fide  in  his  own  right,  shall  be  a  direc- 
tor; and  if  any  director  shall  cease  to  be  a'sto^holder 
to  tiiat  amoont,  he  shall  cease  to  be  a  director. 

4.  No  director  shall  be  entitied  to  any  emolument 
The  itockholders  may  make  such  compensation  to  the 
president,  for  his  extraordinaiy  attendance  at  the  bank, 
as  shall  appear  to  them  reasonable. 

6.  Not  less  than  seven  directors  shall  constitute  a 
board  for  the  transaction  of  business,  of  whom  the  presi- 
dent shall  always  be  one,  except  in  case  of  sickness  or 
necessaiy  absence,  in  which  case  his  place  may  be  sup- 
plied by  any  other  director  whom  he,  by  writing,  un- 
do- hb  hand,  shaU  depute  for  the  purpose.  And 
the  director  so  deputed,  may  do  and  transact  all  the 
neeessary  business  belongLng  to  the  office  of  the  pres- 
ident of  the  said  corporation,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  siduess  or  necessary  absence  of  the  president. 

6.  A  number  of  stockholders  not  less  than  sixty, 
who,  together,  shall  be  proprietois  of  one  thousand 
shares  or  upwards,  shall  have  power  at  any  time  to 
call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  for  purposes 
relative  to  the  institution,  giving  at  least  ten  weeks' 
notice  in  two  pubhc  newspapers  of  the  place  where  the 
bank  is  seated,  and  iqpecifying  in  such  notice  the  object 
or  objects  of  such  meeting. 

7.  Every  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond, 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to^the  satisfaction  of  the 
diieciors,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  thoosand  dollars, 
with  a  condition  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  the  faithful 
parfbimance  of  his  duties  to  the  corporation. 

8.  The  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  which 
it  diall  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall 
be  only  requisite  for  its  immediate  accommodation  in 
relation  to  the  convenient  transacting  of  its  business, 
and  such  as«hall  have  been  bona  fide  mor^aged  to  it 
faj  way  of  seourityy  or  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfoction  of 
diebis  previously  contracted  in  the  course  of  its  dealings, 
or  purchased  at  sales,  upon  judgments  which  shall  have 
been  obtained  for  such  debts. 

9.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill, 
note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above  the  debt  or 
debts  due  for  mon^  deposited  in  the  bank,  shall  not 
•zesed  the  sum  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  unless  the 
contracting  of  any  greater  debt  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously attthoiizod  by  a  law  of  the  United  States.  In 
case  of  excess,  the  directors  under  whose  administra- 
tion it  shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  tbe  same,  in 
their  natural  and  private  capacities,  and  an  action  of 
debt  may,  in  such  case,  be  brought  against  them,  or 
maj  of  them,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  executors,  or 
•dministratiNrB,  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors 
of  the  said  corpoTatinn,aBd  may  be  prosecuted  to  judg- 
ment and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or  agree- 
ment, to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  But  this  pro- 
vision diall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  cor- 
poration, or  tiie  lands,  tenements,  goods,  or  chattels,  of 


the  same,  from  being  also  liable  for,  and  chargeable 
with,  the  said  excess.  Such  of  the  said  directon  who 
may  have  been  absent  when  the  said  excess  was  eon^ 
tracted  or  created,  or  who  may  hare  dissented  from 
the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the  same  was  so  con- 
tracted or  created,  may,  respectively  exonerate  them* 
selves  from  being  so  liable,  by  forthwith  giving  notice 
of  the  foct,  and  of  their  absence  or  dissent,  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  stockholders,  at  a 
general  meeting,  which  they  shall  have  power  to  call 
for  that  purpose. 

10.  The  said  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or  ixkS^ 
recUy,  dealer  trade  in  anything  except  bills  of  exchange, 
gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of  goods  really  and 
truly  pledged  for  money  lent,  and  not  redeemed  in  due 
time,  or  goods  which  shall  be  the  proceeds  of  its  lands. 
It  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  purchase  any  public  debt 
whatsoever ;  nor  shall  it  take  more  than  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  for  or  upon  its  loans  or 
discounts. 

11.  The  said  corporation  shall  not,  in  any  one  yeas, 
sell  any  portion  of  the  public  debt  cotostitating  a  pait 
of  its  capita  stock  aforesaid,  to  an  amount  exceeding 
fivemilhons  of  dollaia,  without  the  consent  of  Congresa. 

12.  No  loan  shall  be  made  by  tiie  said  corporation, 
for  the  use,  or  on  account,  of  tiie  €h>vemment  of  the 
United  States,  to  an  amount  exceeding  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars ;  or  any  particular  State,  to  an  amouflt 
exceeding  HSbf  thousand  dollar*;  or  to  any  foreign 
Prince  or  Stote,  unless  previously  authorixed  by  a  law 
of  tiie  United  States* 

13.  The  stock  of  the  nid  corporation  shall  be  assignp 
able  and  transferable  according  to  such  rules  as  shall 
be  instituted  m  that  behalf,  by  the  lavrs  and  ordinancea 
of  the  same. 

14.  The  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under  the  sesll 
of  the  said  corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  any 
person  or  persons,  shall  be  assignable  by  endoisement 
thereupon,  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  sudi  person  or 
persons,  and  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  administr»> 
tors,  and  of  his,  her,  or  their  assignee  or  assignees,  and 
the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  assignee  or  as- 
signees, and  so  as  absolutely  to  transfer  and  vest  the  pro- 
perty thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  asiigneea, 
successively,  and  to  enable  sudi  assignee  or  assignees^ 
and  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  administraton,  to 
maintain  an  action  thereupon  in  his,  hn,  or  their  own 
name  or  names.  And  the  bills  or  notes  which  maybe 
iasued  by- order  of  the  said  eorporation,  signed  by  the 
president  and  countersigned  l^the  principal  cashier 
or  treasurer  thereof,  promising  the  payment  of  money 
to  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  order,  or  to 
bearer,  although  not  under  the  seal  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon  the  same, 
in  the  like  manner,  ai^  with  the  like  force  and  effect, 
as  upon  any  private  person  or  persons,  if  issued  by  him, 
her,  or  them,  in  his,  her,  or  their  private  or  natund  ca* 
pacity  or  capacities,  and  shall  be  assignable  and  nego- 
tiaUe  in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  so  issued  by  such 
private  person  or  persons ;  that  is  so  say :  those  whidi 
shall  be  payable  to  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  thdr 
order,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement,  in  Hkeman* 
Of  r,  and  with  the  like  effect,  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange 
now  are ;  and  those  which  are  payable  to  bearer  shall 
be  assignable  and  negotiable  by  delivery  only. 

15.  Half  yearly  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so  much 
of  the  profiu  of  tiie  bank  as  shall  »PP«*'  ^  the  direc- 
tors advisable ;  and  once  in  every  thrp*  yesw,  the  di- 
rectors shaU  lay  before  tiie  gtockboWew,  at  a  general 
meeting,  lor  tirnir  infbrmation,  an  e*^  »«^A  ^utwu^ 
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statement  of  the  debts  which  htve  remained  unpaid 
after  the  expiration  of  the  original  credit,  for  a  period 
of  treble  the  term  of  that  credit,  and  of  the  sarplns  of 
profits,  if  any,  after  deducting  losses  and  dividends.  If 
there  shall  be  a  failure  in  the  payment  of  any  part  of 
any  sum  subscribed  by  any  person,  copartnership,  or 
body  politic,  the  party  failing  shall  lose  the  benefit  of 
«ny  dividend  which  may  have  accrued  prior  to  the  time 
for  making  such  payment,  and  during  the  delay  of  the 
same.    - 

16.  The  directon  of  said  corporation  shall  be  bound 
to  estoblish  a  competent  office  of  discount  and  deposite 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  whenever  any  law  of  the 
United  Stetes  shall  require  such  estoblishment ;  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  directors  to  establish  ofiices 
wheresoever  they  shall  think  fit,  within  the  United 
Btetes  or  the  Territories  thereof,  for  the  purposes  of  dis- 
count, deposits,  and  distribution ;  or  for  the  purposes 
of  deposite  and  distribution  only ;  and  upon  the  same 
terms,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  shall  be  practised 
at  the  bank ;  and  to  commit  the  management  of  the 
said  offices,  and  the  business  thereof  respectively,  to 
such  persons,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  they  shall 
deem  proper,  not  being  contrary  to  law  or  to  the  con- 
stitntion  of  the  bank.  Or,  instead  of  esteblishing  such 
offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  said 
corporation,  firom  time  to  time,  to  employ  any  other 
bank  or  banks,  at  any  place  or  places  that  they  may 
deem  safe  and  proper,  to  manage  and  transact  the  busi- 
ness proposed  as  aforesaid  to  be  managed  and  trans- 
acted by  such  offices,  under  such  agreements,  and  sub- 
ject to  such  regulations,  as  they  shidl  deem  just  and 
proper.  But  the  managers  and  directors  of  erery  of- 
fice of  discount,  deposite,  and  distribution,  established 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank,  to  serve  one  year;  each  of  them  shall 
be  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stetes,  and  shall  hold,  at  the 
time  of  his  sppointment,  not  less  than  five  shares  in  the 
said  bank,  bona  fide  in  his  own  right;  and  if  he  shall 
cease  to  be  a  stockholder  to  that  amount,  he  shall  cease 
to  be  a  manager  or  director  of  such  office  of  discount, 
deposite,  and  distribution ;  and  not  more  than  three- 
Iburths  of  the  said  managers  or  directors  in  office  at  the 
time  of  «n  annual  appointment,  shall  be  re-appotnted 
for  the  next  succeeding  year;  nor  shall  any  petson 
be  a  manager  or  director  for  more  than  three  out  of 
four  years;  but  the  president  may  be  always  re-ap- 
pointed. 

17.  The  said  corporation,  all  offices  of  discount,  de- 
posite, and  diitribution,  and  of  deposite  and  distribu- 
tion only,  which  shall  be  established  by  the  said  di- 
rectors as  aforesaid,  and  all  banks  by  the  said  directors 
employed  in  lieu  of  such  offices  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
bound  to  receive,  upon  deposite,  the  Treasury  notes  of 
the  United  Stetes  which  have  been  or  maybe  hereafter 
issued  by  virtue  of  any  law  or  laws  of  the  United  Steles ; 
but  it  shall  be  optional  with  the  said  corporation  to  pay 
«nd  discharge  the  checks  or  drafts  of  the  persons  making 
such  deposite,  in  Treasury  notes,  for  the  amount  thereof, 
cither  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  in  the  notes  of  the  bank, 
or  in  Treasury  notes.  And  all  banks  by  the  said  di- 
rectors employed  as  aforesaid,  in  lieu  of  the  offices 
aforesaid,  shall  be  further  bound  to  receive  on  deposite, 
and  to  circulate,  the  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  on 
the  same  terms,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  notes 
of  the  said  banks  respectively  are  received  and  circu- 
lated ;  and,  from  time  to  time,  issue  and  exchange  for 
the  sud  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  other  notes  of 
the  said  corporation,  Or  the  notes  of  the  said  banks  re- 
flectively, or  Tzeasuiy  notes,  at  the  option  of  the  per^ 


sons  applying  for  such  issue  or  exchange.  The  said 
corporation  shall,  at  all  times,  distribute  among  the 
offices  of  discount,  deposite,  and  distribution,  and  of 
deposite  and  distribution  only,  and  at  all  the  banks 
employed  in  lieu  of  such  offices  as  aforesaid,  a  suffi- 
cient sum,  in  the  various  denominations  of  the  notes  of 
the  said  corporation,  and  in  the  Treasury  notes  which 
it  may  receive  upon  deposite  from  the  Government,  to 
answer  the  demand  therefor,  and  to  esteblish  a  suffi- 
cient circulating  medium  throughout  the  United  Stetes 
and  the  Territories  thereof. 

18.  The^officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  Stetes  shall  be  furnished,  from  time 
to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  require,  not  exceeding  once 
a  week,  with  statemente  of  the  amount  of  capitel  stock 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  of  the  debte  due  to  the 
same ;  of  the  moneys  deposited  therein ;  of  the  notes 
in  circulation ;  and  of  the  cash  in  hand ;  and  shall  have 
a  right  to  inspect  such  general  accounte  in  the  books 
of  the  bank  as  shall  relate  to  the  said  stetement:  Pro- 
vided^  That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  a  right 
of  inspecting  the  account  of  any  private  individual  or 
individuals  with  the  bank. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
said  corporation,  or  any  person  or  persons  for  or  to  the 
use  of  the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  buying  or  selling 
any  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  commodities  what- 
soever, contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  by  whom  any  order  ot  direc- 
tion for  so  dealing  or  trading  shall  have  been  given, 
and  all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  shall  have 
been  concerned  as  parties  or  agente  therein,  shall  for- 
feit and  lose  treble  the  value  of  the  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandises, and  commodities,  in  which  such  dealing  and 
trade  shall  have  been ;  one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  informer,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  recovered' in  any  action  at  law, 
with  coste  of  suit 

Sbc  11.  And  heUfuHher  enacted.  That  if  the  said 
corporation  shall  advance  or  lend  any  sum  of  money, 
for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stetes,  to  an  amount  exceeding  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  or  of  any  particular  Stete,  to  an 
amount  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars;  or  of  any 
foreign  Prince  or  Stete,  (unless  previously  authorised 
thereto  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,)  all  and  every 
person  and  persons,  by  and  with  whose  order,  agre^ 
ment,  consent,  approbation,  and  connivance^  such  un- 
lawful advance  or  loan  shall  have  been  made,  upon 
conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such 
offence,  treble  the  value  or  amount  of  the  sum  or  sums 
which  shall  have  been  so  unlawfully  advanced  or  lent ; 
one-fifth  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  hiformer,  and  the 
rosidue  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  Stetes. 

Ssc.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bOle 
or  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  originally  made  pay- 
able, or  which  shall  have  become  payable  on  demand, 
shall  be  receivable  in  all  paymente  to  the  United 
Stetes,  until  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress. 

Ssc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  sub- 
scriptions and  paymente  to  the  said  bank  shall  not  be 
made  and  completed,  so  as  to  enable  the  same  to  com- 
mence ite  operations,  or  if  the  said  bank  shall  not  com- 
mence ite  operations  On  or  before  the  first  day  of  Mardi, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  then,  and  in 
that  case,  this  act  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Sxc.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  at 
all  times  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of  either  House  of 
Congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the 
books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings,  of  the  cor- 
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poTBtion  hereby  created,  «nd  to  report  iHiether  the  pro- 
▼inons  of  this  charter  have  been  bj  the  same  violated 
or  not:  and  whenever  any  committee,  aa  aibreaaid, 
ahall  find  and  report,  or  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  charter  has 
been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for  Congress  to  direct, 
or  the  President  to  order  a  scire  &ctas  to  be  sned  out 
of  the  drcnit  court  of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  Sutes,  (which  shall  be  exe- 
cuted upon  the  president  of  the  corporation,  for  the 
time  being,  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  term  of  said  court,)  calling  on  the  said 
corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter  hereby 
granted  shall  not  be  declared  forfoited ;  and  it  shall  be 
bwlul  for  the  said  court,  upon  the  return  of  the  said 
edre  focias,  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the  alleged 
violation ;  and  if  such  violation  be  made  appear^  then 
to  pronounce  and  adjudge  that  the  said  charter  is  for- 
fmted  and  annulled:  Provided,  however.  Every  issue 
of  foot  which  may  be  joined  between  the  United  States 
and  the  corporation  aforesaid  shall  be  tried  by  jury. 
And  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the  court  aforesaid  to  require 
the  production  of  such  of  the  books  of  the  corporation 
as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  the  ascertainment  of  the 
controverted  facts ;  and  the  final  judgment  of  the  court 
aforesaid  shall  be  examinable  in  the  Supeme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  by  writ  of  error,  and  may  be  there . 
xeverMd  or  affirmed,  according  to  the  usages  of  law. 

Sxc.  1§.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  and  whenever  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  the  said  corporation 
shall  do  and  perform  the  several  and  respective  duties 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the  several  States, 
or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  at  the  times,  in  the  man- 
ner, and  upon  the  terms,  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasuiy. 

Sbc.  16.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  no  other 
bank  shall  be  eatabliahed  by  any  future  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  continuance  of  the  corporation 
kereby  created;  for  which  the  foith  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  pledged :  Provided,  Congress  may  re* 
new  existing  dliarters  for  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, not  increasing  the  capital  thereof;  and  may 
grant  charters,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  any  bank- 
ing associations  now  in  operation  in  the  said  District, 
and  renew  the  same,  not  increasing  the  capital  thereof 
And  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  the  said  corporation  is  created,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  use  the  corporate  name,  s^le,  and  capaci^,  for  the 
purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation 
ol  the  afiSurs  and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  and  for 
the  sale  and  disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal, 
and  mixed,  but  not  for  any  other  purpose^  or  in  any 
other  manner  whatsoever :  nor  for  a  period  exceeding 
two  years,  after  the  expbation  of  the  said  term  of  in- 
corporation. 

LANGDON  CHEVE8, 
Sbeaker  Houee  of  ReureeentaHves* 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tern. 

The  Presidbnt'b  objections  were  also  again 
read ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
■lade  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 


Wbdnbsdat,  February  1. 
The  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits 
•distilled,  and  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 


dise, manufactured,  within  the  United  States,  was 
read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qiles,  two  members  were 
added  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs;  and 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Vabnum  were  appointed.     * 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the  right  of  pre- 
emption in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  set- 
tlers in  th^  Indiana  Territory ;"  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  prop- 
ert]^  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  hy  the  enemy, 
while  in  the  military  service  olthe  United  States;'' 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Vabnum,  from  the  Militia  Committee,  r^ 
ported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,entitle(f*'An 
act  concerning  Matthew  Quy,  John  Woodward, 
Samuel  Tenoison,  and  Wilfred  Drury,"  reported 
it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Taylob.  from  the  committee  to  whom  wax 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  additional  rer- 
eoucb*  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  di- 
rect tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  proTide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same;"  and  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  additional  reT- 
enues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment, 
and  roaintainine  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches,"  reported  it  with  amendments.- 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment," together  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qiles,  the  bill  as  amended 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap> 
propriations  for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  publie 
buildings  within  the  City  of  Washington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  7,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Dana,  Oerman,  Hunter,  King,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barboar,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,  Con- 
dft,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsboroogh, 
Horsey,  Kerr,  Lacoefc,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Mr.  Fbombntin  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  select  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.    The  motion  was  postponed  unul  to- 
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[There  took  place  oo  the  subject  an  intereating 
debate.  Messrs.  Laoook,  Barbour,  Dagoett, 
and  Kbrr,  were  the  principal  advocates  of  the 
bill,  and  Messrs.  Mason,  Dana,  and  German, 
its  principal  opponents.] 

DEFENCE  OF  THE   CITY  OF  BALTIMORE. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of  ibe  city  and 
precincts  of  Baltimore,  praying  effectual  protec- 
tion against  the  enemy,  as  is  slated  in  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 

of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memorial  of 

the  Committee  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of  the  city 

and  precincto  of  Baltimore. 

Your  memorialista  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention 
to  the  necessity  of  providing  »  force  adequate  to  the 
defence  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  during  the  next  cam- 
paign, and,  in  doing  so,  they  would  take  the  liberty  to 
submit  the  following  statement  and  reflections  for  your 
consideration : 

Nothing  has  so  strikingly  illustrated  the  easy  ac- 
cessibility of  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  an  invading 
enemy,  as  the  demonstration  made  upon  it  during  the 
last  Summer.  It  then  appeared  that  large  frigates, 
and  any  number  of  bomb  vessels,  could,  without  mo- 
lestation from  the  shore,  approach  and  lie  within  shell 
lange  of  Fort  McHenry,  the  chief  strong  hold  of  the 
dty ;  and  that,  unless  the  channels  should  be  season- 
Mj  and  eflbctuaUy  obstructed,  they  might  approach 
within  reach  of  the  city  itself  along  a  prong  of  the 
Patapsco,  called  Ferry  Branch.  It  abo  appeared  that 
any  number  of  troops  may  with  ease  be  landed  on  that 
long  narrow  slip  of  land,  called  Patapsco  Neck,  the 
most  remote  point  of  which  is  about  twelve  miles  from 
Baltimore,  and  that,  when  landed,  unless  checked  or 
repelled  by  an  equal  or  superior  force,  they  may,  in  a 
very  short  time,  be  marched  to  the  assault  of  any  part 
of  the  city.  Thus  much  has  been  clearly  evinced  by 
the  late  attack  of  the  enemy.  The  other  directions 
from  which  assaulte  were  seriously  apprehended,  it 
might  be  highly  imprudent  to  point  out  and  explain 
in  a  paper,  with  the  contenta  of  which  the  enemy  may 
hereafter  become  acquainted ;  and  the  more  especially 
einoe  that  enemy,  everywhere  barbarous  and  malig- 
nant, may  well  be  supposed  to  cherish  a  peculiarly 
zancorous  spirit  of  hostility  against  a  city  from  which 
he  has  been  driven  back  with  disappointment  and  dis- 
grace, and  to  be  anxiously  attentive  to  all  the  means 
hy  which  he  may  best  explore  every  avenue  to  assault, 
and  be  enabled  to  select  the  weakest  and  most  vul- 
nerable. 

The  people  of  Baltimore,  apprized  of  the  power  and 
temper  of  the  enemy  with  wlmm  they  had  to  contend, 
have,  during  the  last  Summer,  exerted  every  means 
in  ti^eir  power  to  render  their  city  as  strong  and  as 
defensible  as  possible.  They  bold  in  readiness  ob- 
atractions  prepared  to  be  thrown  into  the  channels  of 
the  river  leading  to  the  city,  at  the  shortest  notice ; 
have,  chiefly  by  their  own  personal  labor  or  contribu- 
tions, caused  forts,  redoubts,  or  breastworks,  to  be 
thrown  up,  and  nearly  completed*  under  the  direction 


of  the  military  authority,  round  about 'the  who)eex» 
tent  of  the  city ;  and  they  have  aided,  as  far  as  in  their 
power.  In  procuring  and  mounting  the  ordnance  neces- 
sary and  suitable  to  the  works  so  erected.  When 
those  lines  and  forte  shall  be  well  and  fully  manned, 
Baltimore  will  feel  perfectly  secure ;  ite  citizens  may 
then  with  confidence  set  the  enemy  at  defiance ;  but 
not  till  then. 

Your  memorialista  deem  it  unnecessary  to  state  the 
strength  of  the  regular  force  now  stationed  here,  be- 
cause the  most  correct  sources  of  inlbrmation  upon 
this  subject  are  at  the  seat  of  Government  It  is,  how- 
ever,  confessedly  very  tnlerior,  and  inadequate  to  the 
defence  of  the  city.  Tour  memorialista  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  with  precision  the  number  of  men 
requisite  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore ;  but  from  a 
consideration  of  the  ease  with  which  the  city  may  be 
approached,  both  by  land  and  water,  as  manifested  in 
the  late  attack ;  of  the  various  pointa  to  be  defended  ; 
of  the  reported  threata  and  disposable  force  of  the  en- 
emy ;  and  also  of  information  obtained  from  some  of 
the  most  experienced  and  intelligent  military  charac- 
ters, they  are  strongly  impressed  with  a  belief  that  a 
considerable  permanent  force  of  regulars  is  indispensa- 
ble to  the  safety  of  the  city.  Whether  such  a  fi>rce 
can  be  detached  from  the  military  establishment  now 
on  foot,  is  more  than  your  memorialista  can  undertake 
to  say ;  but  every  expectation  that  it  would  be  done, 
has  thus  iar  been  withheld  from  them,  and  they  have 
uniformly  been  given  to  understand  that  ^eir  reliance 
must  be  placed,  during  the  next  campaign,  as  hereto- 
fore, on  the  militia  to  be  called  together  as  occasion 
may  require.  Against  such  an  arrangement  your  me- 
morialista, on  behalf  of  their  fellow-citizens,  the  people 
of  Baltimore  and  ita  precincto,  must  beg  leave  warmlj 
to  remonstrate  and  most  decidedly  to  protest  The 
inefficiency  of  militia  alone  for  any  regular  or  im- 
portant operation  of  war,  has  been  so  often  and  so 
fully  tested  that  it  cannot  now  be  necessary  to 
adduce  either  proofs,  or  argumenta,  to  show  what 
has  been  so  long  and  universally  admitted.  The 
experience  of  this,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  shows  that,  to  repel  the  hasty  predatory 
incursions  of  an  enemy,  militia  may  often  be  brought 
to  act  with  much  effect,  and  that  they  are  a  usei\il,  and 
often  powerful  auxiliary  force  in  partisan  warfare ;  it 
also  shows  that  it  would  be  extremely  unsafe  to  relj 
upon  them  solely  for  the  defence  of  the  extensive  lines 
of  a  large  city  against  any  very  considerable  invading 
regular  force.  An  army  of  militia,  to  be  equal  in 
strength  to  that  of  a  regular  one,  must  always  be  vast- 
ly superior  in  numbers  ;  yet,  however,  the  history  of 
military  affairs  in  all  times  has  shown,  that  a  mere 
mass  of  armed  men,  or  undisciplined  militia,  bevond  a 
certain  number,  brings  with  it  little  or  no  additional 
strength.  Taking  this  principle  as  correct,  your  me- 
moridista  do  humbly  conceive  that  scarcely  any  militia 
force  that  could  be  hastily  collected  about  their  city, 
could  secure  it  against  a  large  invading  army  of  well 
disciplined  regulars.  Your  memorialista  have  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  the  courage  of  their  fellow-dtizens  com- 
posing the  militia;  far  otherwise;  they  insist  only 
that,  without  the  combined  movement,  concert,  and 
discipline  of  a  regular  army,  courage  can  do  nothing* 
and  numbers  produce  only  confusion  and  disorder.  A 
militia  force,  hastily  assembled,  is  not  only  the  most 
unsafe,  it  is  also  the  most  expensive.  They  are  not,  it 
is  true,  usually  retained  in  service  during  a  whole  cam- 
paign ;  but  being  necessarily  far  more  numerous  than 
regulars,  and  infinitely  more  wasteful  of  all  the  muni- 
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tioui  of  war,  thej  «r«  in  the  end  much  more  ooetly 
and  bttTdenaome.  But  the  ezdasive  use  of  a  militia 
force  brings  with  it  other  evils,  of  a  nature  so  striking 
and  fatal,  as,  even  if  it  were  not  liable  to  the  charge  of 
prodigality  and  insecurity,  might  induce  us  to  avoid  it 
It  interrupts  the  pursuits  of  husbandry,  and  embar- 
lasses  every  branch  of  industry,  to  the  impoverishment 
of  individuals  and  the  ruin  of  die  State.  It  draws  in- 
to the  field  men  who  are  not  prepared,  either  in  mind 
or  body,  for  its  hazards  or  ftitigues ;  possessing  Utile 
capacity  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  yet  less  to  endure 
the  privations  and  hardahipa  of  a  camp.  It  is  known 
to  destroy  by  dbease  and  to  break  down  the  constitu- 
tions of  move  than  double  the  numbere  of  those  who 
perish  or  are  permanently  injured  by  siekneas  in  a  reg- 
ular army ;  and  to  augment  the  sum  of  human  misery, 
&r  more  than  enlistments  ooold,  by  diffusing  more 
widely  anxiety  among  families  in  proportion  to  the  su- 
perior numbers  of  the  militia  Ibrce,  and  the  superior 
importance  of  the  greater  part  of  it  to  those  who  are 
connected  with  or  depend  upon  them. 

Your  memorialsts  axe  aware  that  it  may  be  difficult, 
perhaps  impossible,  to  provide  a  body  of  regulars,  en- 
listed upon  the  terms  of  the  existing  laws,  in  season 
lor  the  defence  of  their  city  during  the  next  campaign, 
but  they  flatter  themselves  that  a  taw  might  be  framed 
and  passed,  by  virtae  of  which  the  necessary  number 
of  able-bodied  men  might  be  called  into  the  field  for 
local,  stationary,  or  limited  service,  during  one  cam- 
paign, at  the  least,  if  not  longer. 

Your  memorialists  would  here  beg  leave  to  observe 
that,  as  among  the  most  important  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  is  that  of  the  right  to  declare  war,  so 
the  providing  supplies,  and  all  the  means  for  its  active 
prosecution,  and  the  superintending  ita  faithfiil  and 
Tigoroos  management,  are  among  its  most  sacred  trusts 
and  binding  c^lig^tions.    The  rapid  and  decisive  move- 
ments of  war  imper^vely  require,  to  insure  even  safety, 
much  more  success,  a  corresponding  promptitude  and 
decision  of  the  Government  by  wUch  it  is  waged ;  a 
war  of  enterprise  and  vigor  not  only  drives  danger 
from  the  door  of  evezy  citizen,  calls  forth  a  bold,  manly 
spijit  of  patriotism,  and  adorns  the  nation  with  rays  of 
imperiBhable  glory,  but  is  also  the  least  costly,  the  least 
wasteful  of  human  life,  the  least  tedious,  aud  almost 
always  terminates  in  the  most  sure  and  lasting  peace. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  the  shrinking  policy  of  bare 
defence  paralyzes  the  powers  of  the  nation,  impercep- 
tibly wastes  its  resources,  and  invites  the  aggressions  of 
an  enemy.    Under  such  impresrions,  it  would  be  the 
earnest  wish  of  your  memorialists  &at  the  energies  of 
their  country  should  be  so  actively  and  forcibly  exerted 
as  to  drive  their  present  enemy,  with  his  barbarous  m- 
tem  of  wa^re,  for  from  thmr  homes ;  but,  since  that 
tfeems  to  be  at  present  impracticable,  owing  to  his  great- 
ly superior  powers,  they  do,  therefore,  humbty  beg  and 
entreat  that  the  means  finr  their  defence  may  be  pro- 
vided by  a  timely  and  adequate  exercise  of  the  legiti- 
mate and  wholesome  powers  of  the  nation.    Unless 
the  General  Government  does,  by  a  seasonable  and 
vigorous  efibrt,  provide  for  the  common  defence  along 
the  Atlantic  border,  your  memorialists  are  very  seri- 
ously apprehensive  that  they  will  be  amongst  the  first, 
and,  perhaps,  the  most  signal,  of  the  victims  of  the 
ruinous  policy  of  relying  altogether  upon  an  inefficient 
militia  force,  or  of  leaving  every  State  to  defend  itself 
according  to  its  ability ;  for  a  crisis  has  now  arrived, 
when  not  only  the  city  of  Baltimore,  but  the  State  of 
Maryland  itself,  can  only  hope  for  protection  and  safety 
through  the  powers  and  means  of  the  National  Govern* 


ment  Exposed  and  vulnerable  as  Maryland  is,  to  tly 
centre,  harassed  and  plundered  as  it  has  been,  it  foel«r 
with  the  most  lively  sensibility,  that  it  is  now,  indeedr 
wholly  dependent  upon  the  Union  for  salvation ;  fur 
alone,  it  is  utterly  unequal  to  the  conteat.  The  proa-^ 
ent  war  has,  however,  clearly  shown  that  the  moat  po^ 
tent  of  the  States  is  not  altogether  equal  to  its  own 
defence,  and  that  one  of  the  smallest  has  compelled  thiv 
enemy  to  fly  from  its  territory,  when  aided  by  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Union.  When  your  memorialists  consider 
how  very  obvious  it  must  be  to  the  mind  of  any  one, 
who  will  reflect  only  for  a  moment  upon  the  subject, 
that  a  single  campaign,  undertaken  by  Maryland  alone, 
in  defence  of  its  own  shores,  would  not  only  prostrate 
its  finances,  but,  perhaps,  mortgage  ita  reaouroea  for 
ages  to  come,  without,  in  the  end,  effiMsting  any  ralo- 
able  purpose ;  they  feel  inspired  with  the  highest  de- 
gree of  confidence  that  their  National  Govemment*  ao 
eminently  characterized  for  its  impartial  and  liberal 
justice,  will  with  alacrity  and  promptitude  afibrd  them 
the  succor  so  necessary  to  their  safety ;  nor  do  thoy 
feel  less  confident  that  there  is  not  a  single  citixen  of 
Maryland,  so  loiit  to  a  just  regard  for  his  own  beat  in- 
terests, as  to  hesitate  one  moment  in  co-operating  with 
the  General  Government  in  the  lawful  and  vigorona 
exercise  of  those  powers  of  conducting  war,  by  wluoh 
alone  they  ean  be  protected,  defended,  or  evan  saved, 
from  abeolute  ruin. 

Your  memorialiata,  in  speaking  of  the  neritaof  Bal- 
timore, and  her  pretensions  to  the  special  coasidaratimi 
and  regard  of  the  Government,  feel  very  sensibly  the 
delicacy  and  embarrassment  of  ih»  undertaking.  The 
relative  commercial  importance  of  this  city  is  best 
known  at  the  seat  of  Government ;  it  will,  therefore,  be 
sufficient  barely  to  refer  to  official  documents  there,  kgr 
which  it  will  appear  that,  in  this  respect,  it  ranks  as 
the  third  city  of  the  Union.  But  the  commercial  loss 
and  ruin,  consequent  upon  the  fall  of  Baltimore,  cer- 
tainly is  not  the  only,  nor  is  it,  perhaps,  the  greatest 
evil  to  be  apprehended.  It  is  the  loss  of  a  post,  the 
relative  position  of  which  would  be  so  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  enemy,  that  will  produce  in  the  mind  of 
every  impsrtial  and  thinking  man  the  greatest  alarm. 
The  prodigious  extent  of  countiy  commanded  by  Bal- 
timore, and  the  facility  with  which  the  enemy  might, 
from  thence,  push  his  predatory  incursions  m  every 
direction,  are  obvious,  and  may  more  properly  be  left 
to  the  reflections  of  Government,  than,  under  existing 
circumstances,  be  strongly  urged  or  fully  explained. 
Lest  the  people  of  Baltimore  should  be  numbered 
among  those  who  forget  the  duty  of  a  citizen,  when 
every  man  should  struggle  to  be  foremost  in  discharging 
it,  your  memorialists  will  take  leave  to  say  a  few  words 
of  their  patriotism.  What  they  have  to  say  shall  be 
comprised  in  a  small  compass,  and  shall  be  no  more 
than  what  they  believe  wiU  be  the  award  of  an  impar- 
tial world.  The  people  of  Baltimore  have  dearly 
earned  the  privilege  of  speaking  in  the  most  frank  and 
unreserved  terms  to  the  repireseatatives  of  the  nation. 
Yet  they  feel  too  tenderly  for  the  honor  and  welfero 
of  their  country,  even  if  they  could  be  so  indulged, 
publicly  to  rebuke  and  reproach  the  rulers  of  their 
choice  for  any  errors  that  are  past;  they  had  rather  aid 
than  weaken,  applaud  than  condemn,  hei  the  fol- 
lowing unequivocal  acts  and  suflerings  speak  their 
ardent  love  for  their  Government  and  country.  The 
metropolis  of  the  nation  was  threatened ;  a  portion  of 
the  militia  of  Baltimore  was  called  on ;  at  a  very  few 
moments*  warning,  they  marched,  with  alacrity,  to  the 
aid  of  theur  country,  and,  on  the  unfortunate  94th 
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August,  they  were  posted  in  front;  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  enemy  was  produced,  in  8  great  degree,  by  its 
militia,  and  some  amongst  the  best  of  its  citizens  bled 
or  fell.  The  enemy  next  threatened  Baltimore  itself, 
upon  which  its  people,  old  and  young,  of  all  classes, 
«xerted  themselves  to  the  utmost,  and  with  the  most 
uncommon  energy,  in  erecting  works  of  defence,  and 
making  preparations  to  meet  him,  and,  by  the  most 
unremitting  and  indefatigable  labors,  their  dty  was 
put  Into  a  tolerable  state  of  defence  by  the  time  he  ap- 
peared before  it.  And  the  city  feels  great  pride  in  the 
rocollection  that,  on  the  day  so  memorable  to  it,  the 
13th  of  September,  the  constancy,  fortitude,  and  cour- 
age of  its  citizen  soldiers  will  bear  a  {comparison  with 
thoso  of  any  other  people  on  earth.  Its  citizens,  some 
of  whom  had  borne  arms  in  their  country's  defence  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  her  youth,  met  the  en- 
emy in  advance,  and  were  everywhere  the  first  among 
the  foremost  in  every  perilous  encounter.  The  bank- 
ing institutions  and  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  it  is  be- 
lieved, have  been  as  prompt  and  as  liberal  in  their 
loons  to  the  Government  as  those  of  any  other  portion 
of  the  Union. 

8ach  are  the  people  for  whom  your  memorialists 
beg  and  entreat  aid,  protection,  and  defence.  The 
GoTemment  may  yet  provide  means  in  time,  if  prompt 
•ndTigorous  measures  are  adopted;  but  there  is  no 
time  to  be  tost  And  your  memorislists  cannot,  for  a 
moment,  entertain  the  painful  thought  that  the  oon- 
•titoted  authorities  of  their  country  will  torn  with 
apathy  from  the  earnest  entreaties  of  a  people  so  highly 
deserving  their  regard,  and  leave  them  to  the  mercy  of 
a  brutal  enemy,  whose  hostility  against  them,  in  par- 
ticular, has  been  so  lately  manifested,  and  so  strongly 
excited. 

EDWARD  JOHNSON, 
Chairman  Committee  cf 
VigUanu  and  Safety* 

Baltixobki  January  36, 1815. 


Thursday,  February  2. 

William  T.  Barry,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  the 
place  of  George  M.  Bibb,  resigned,  and  Isbam 
Talbot,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  same  State,  in  the  place  of  Jesse  Bledsoe, 
resigned,  respectively,  produced  their  creden- 
tials, were  qualified,  and  they  took  their  seats  in 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  giving  the  right  of 
pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  Indiana  Territory,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed the  21st  September,  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  ace  to  authorize  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed, 
oy  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,''  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy 
on  the  petition  of  William  Elliot,  referred  to  him 
on  the  6th  ultimo ;  and  the  report  was  read. 


^  Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchaa- 
dise,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  extend  the  time  of 
Olirer  Evans's  patent,  for  his  improvement  on 
steam  engines,"  and  concurred  therein. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  passed  by  the  two  Houses,  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  which  was  presented 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  appro- 
bation, on  the  23d  of  January,  and  returned  by 
him  on  the  30th  of  the  same'  month,  with  ob- 
jections. 

Mr.  Kino  rose  and  submitted  the  following 
observations: 

The  proposed  bank  would  have  a  capital  of 
thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  composed  of  five 
millions  specie,  ten  millions  six  per  cent,  stock, 
funded  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
fifteen  millions  Treasury  notes,  and  five  millions 
to  be  held  by  the  United  States,  and  paid  for  in 
four  per  cent  stock,  to  be  created  for  this  purpose. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  objects  to 
the  bill— 

lst«  Because  the  amount  of  stock  to  be  sab* 
scribed  to  the  bank  is  insufficient  to  raise  and 
sustain  the  public  credit. 

2d.  Because  no  adequate  public  advantage 
will  arise  from  the  subscription  of  Treasury 
notes. 

3d.  Because  the  full  aid  and  co-operation  of 
the  bank,  in  the  furnishing  of  permanent  and 
temporary  loans,  is  not  secured  to  Government 
during  the  war. 

4th.  Because  the  bank  cannot  be  relied  upon 
during  the  war  to  provide  a  circulating  medium. 

How  the  public  credit  could  be  revived,  and 
sustained  by  the  transfer  of  any  sum  of  war 
stock  from  one  citizen  to  another,  or  from  the 
present  holders  to  the  proposed  bank,  is  not  ob- 
vious. If  the  war  stock  be  taken  at  fifty  mil- 
lions, a  deinand  for  one-fifth,  or  ten  millions  of 
it,  to  be  united  to  the  bank  capital,  would  have  a 
temporary  infiuence  upon  the  stock  market ;  and 
if  any  except  stockholders  become  subscribers  to 
the  bank,  this  increase  of  price  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  sellers.  But  the  advantage  would 
be  a  private  one,  no  part  of  which  would  accrue 
to  Government.  As  soon  as  the  requisite  sum  is 
transferred  to  the  bank,  the  slock  will  be  precise- 
ly as  valuable,  and  no  more  so,  than  it  was  before 
such  transfer.  Government  will  be  obliged  to 
make  the  same  annual  provision  lo  pay  the  in- 
terest after  the  transfer  as  before.  The  public 
credit,  which,  after  employing  all  the  cabalistical 
v/ords  and  inanoeuvres  of  stock  jobbers,  always 
did}  and  always  will,  depend  upon  the  ways  and 
means,  or  the  ability  of  Government,  to  fulfil  its 
eugagements,  or  to  pay  its  debts  in  equivalent 
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Taloes,  will  be  little,  if  at  all  affected  by  a  trans- 
fer of  stock  from  individuals  to  a  corporation 
within  the  country,  especially  as  these  transfers 
are  to  be  made  at  different  times,  and  at  periods 
of  considerable  distance  from  each  other.  The 
same  debt  would  continue  to  exist,  yielding  the 
sanie  dividends  and  representing  the  same  sum  of 
American  capital  as  ii  now  represents.  No  ad- 
dition to  domestic  capital  would  be  made  by  this 
operatioo.  If  it  releases  the  cajpital  of  A  who 
sells  the  stock,  it  will  employ  the  capital  of  B. 
who  purchases  it;  and  the  only  difference  will 
be,  that  A  becomes  the  owner  of  a  disposable 
capital,  which  before  belonged  to  B. 

The  raising  of  the  price  of  stocks  may  prove 
beneficial  to  a  Gkivernment  in  two  ways,  if  it 
wants  to  borrow ;  the  permanent,  not  the  casual 
raising  of  the  prices  of  the  stock  market,  will 
enable  ii  to  sell  new  stock  dearer.  If  foreigners 
come  into  the  market,  the  raising  of  its  price  in- 
creases the  money  which  must  be  brought  into 
the  country  to  purchase  stocks.  It  was  to  meet 
the  latter  case,  that  an  operation  was  undertaken 
by  Colonel  Hamilton,  which  proved  to  a  limited 
degree  advantajgeous.  But  although  Gkivernment 
desires  to  obtain  loans,  it  is  not  probable  that  any 

germanent  application  of  the  public  credit  would 
ave  been  produced  by  the  transfer  of  a  given  sum 
of  the  war  stock  to  the  bank,  especially  when  the 
deep  wound  given  to  the  public  credit,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary terms  upon  which  the  late  loans  were 
negotiated,  is  conaidered.  More  favorable  times ; 
a  revival  of  industry  and  of  commerce;  an  im- 
proved state  of  the  finances,  with  a  public  income 
commensurate  to  the  public  expenditures,  are 
necessary  to  the  revival  and  re-establishment  of 
ihe  public  credit. 

The  discrimination  which  is  proposed  to  be 
carried  still  further  than  the  bill  carries  it,  in 
favor  of  the  war  stock,  is  impolitic.  Were  Qor- 
ernuMnt  at  liberty,  for  its  own  advantage  (a  case 
not  now  existing)  to  make  such  discrimination, 
the  holders  of  war  stock  ought  not  now  to  desire 
it  in  their  favor,  as  the  example  might  be  here- 
after cited  as  a  precedent  against  them,  and  in 
favor  of  the  now  postponed,  though  equally  mer- 
itorious stock  of  the  Revolution. 

There  should  be  no  discrimination ;  the  public 
faith  knows  no  favorites ;  the  holders  of  the  war 
stock  ought  not  to  contend' for  preferences.  They 
ought  to  be  satisfied  that  the  public  faith,  whe- 
ther formerly  or  recently  pledged,  is  equally  pre- 
cious to  an  honest  Qovernment,  and  will  be  alike 
redeemed. 

if  there  still  remains  a  doubt  concerning  the 
correctness  of  the  first  objection  contained  ia  the 
President's  Message,  can  there  be  any  respecting 
that  of  the  second  1  Will  no  adequate  public 
advantage  arise  from  the  subscription  of  Treasu- 
ry notes? 

Public  credit,  as  has  already  been  observed,  de- 
pends upon  the  ability  and  mdination  of  Gov- 
ernment to  fulfil  its  contracts.  Treasury  notes 
are  contracts,  promising  to  their  holders  the  sums, 
and  at  the  times,  mentioned  in  them.  The  bill 
provides  that  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  these 


notes,  shall  be  receivable  as  a  part  of  the  bank 
capital,  and  when  received  shall  be  converted 
into  fifteen  millions  of  six  per  cent,  stock.  If 
not  received  by  the  bank  and  converted  into  six 
per  cent,  stock,  this  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  will  fall  due,  and  must  be  paid 
off,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year.  To  this 
end  money  must  be  borrowed ;  and  aasuming  the 
rate  of  the  last  loans,  to  borrow  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars  Qovernment  must  give  eighteen  mil- 
lions and  three-quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars  of 
six  per  cent,  stock.  So  that  the  difference  be- 
tween paying  them  off,  or  allowing  them  to  be 
subscribed  to  the  bank,  and  then  converted  into 
six  per  cent,  stock,  would  be  a  clear  saving  to  the 
public  of  three  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  six  per  cent,  stock. 

Moreover,  by  this  conversion  of  Treasury  notes 
into  an  equal  sum  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  room 
would  be  made  for  a  further  issu^  of  Treasury 
notes — the  finances  would  also  be  relieved  by  re- 
leasing Government  from  the  obligation  to  pay 
off  their  notes  at  a  fixed  day,  and  the  ways  and 
means,  whether  from  loans  or  taxes,  to  the  amount 
of  fifteen  millions,  which  would  have  been  re- 
quired for  this  purpose,  would  be  left  at  the  dis- 
position of  Government. 

Is  then  the  objection  correct,  which  alleges  that 
no  adequate  public  advantage  will  arise  from  the 
subscription  of  Treasury  notes  to  the  bank  ? 

The  third  objection  alleges  that  the  bank  is 
under  no  legal  compulsion  to  afford  that  full  aid 
and  co-operation  to  Government,  which  the  Mes- 
sage declares  to  be  both  indispensable  and  neces- 
sary in  the  administration  of  the  finances,  the  * 
bank  being  neither  obliged  to  make  temporary 
nor  permanent  loans  to  Government. 

Temporary  loans  to  Government,  in  advance 
or  anticipation  of  the  taxes,  are  without  doubt 
among  the  chief  advantages  that  Government 
derives  from  a  National  Bank ;  as  portions  of  the 
annual  expenditure  are  required  to  be  made  be- 
fore the  taxes  are  collected,  the  bank,  with  mu- 
tual advantage  to  itself  and  the  €k>vernment,  is 
commonly  able  to  make  the  advances  wanted 
for  this  purpose,  waiting  for  their  repayment  un- 
til the  taxes  come  in. 

In  ordinary  times  every  bank  of  circulation 
finds  its  interest  in  affording  to  the  Government 
this  accommodation  ;  which  is  made  pursuant  to 
the  correct  maxims  of  commercial  credit,  being 
a  loan  made  upon  "  good  pledges"  or  undoubted 
security,  which  at  a  fixed,  and  no  distant  period, 
will  repay  it. 

But  It  must  be  evident  that  such  advances  in 
anticipation  of  the  taxes,  and  which  are  to  be  re- 
paid by  them,  can  be  made  only  upon  the  faith 
that  the  currency  in  which  the  taxes  are  paid 
will  be  of  equal  value  with  that  in  which  the 
bank  makes  its  advances. 

If,  as  in  the  instance  of  this  bank,  its  notes  are 
convertible  into  specie,  and  the  taxes  are  payable 
either  in  them  or  a  Government  pape>•^  Which  is 
at  a  discbunt,  no  one  will  suppose  that  the  bank 
can,  in  such  case,  make  advances  to  uoTernment, 
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and  receive  in  pajrmeat  thereof  the  depreciated  [ 
paper  in  which  the  taxes  are  paid. 

If  the  bill  oass,  the  bank  must  redeem  its  notes 
with  ca^h  ;  the  taxes  will  be  receivable  in  bank 
notes  or  Treasury  notes ;  the  latter  being  at  a 
discount,  the  taxes  will  be  paid  in  them.  Ought 
any  one  to  expect  that  the  bank  will  advance  to 
Government  a  million  of  dollars  in  its  notes,  as 
an  anticipation  of  the  land  tax,  and  receive  in 
payment  a  million  of  dollars  in  Treasury  notes, 
which  may  be  at  a  discount  of  ten  or  fifteen  per 
cent  ?  Is  It  not  plain  that,  instead  of  receiving  a 
compensation  for  the  Joan,  the  bank  would  in 
such  case  suffer  a  positive  loss,  equal  to  the  de- 
preciation of  the  Treasurv  notes  ? 

It  results,  that  neither  this  bank,  nor  any  other, 
whose  notes  are  of  greater  value,  as  a  currency, 
than  Treasury  notes,  can  make  advances  in  anti- 
cipation of  taxes,  payable  in  Treasury  notes. 

The  objection,  therefore,  against  the  bank 
amounts  to  t6is,  tnat  it  cannot  do  what  can  only 
be  done  by  a  bank  which  is  released  from  those 
indispensable  restraints,  without  which  no  bank 
can  with  safety  be  established. 

This  objection  goes  further,  and  urges  the  re- 
jection of  the  bill  because  the  bank  is  not  obliged 
to  make  permanent  Joans  to  Government.    IVo 
bank  doing  business,  upon  securities  of  short 
dates,  can  make  permanent  loans,  and  all  banks 
of  circulation  are  obliged  to  require  such  securi- 
ties.   If  any  exception  to  this  rule  exist,  it  can 
only  be  for  moderate  sums.    Banks,  acting  upon 
the  principle,  that  cash  advance  must  be  upon  a 
security  or  pledge,  which,  at  a  short  date,  enables 
the  bank  to  recall  its  advance,  are  called  commer- 
cial banks.    Those  which  make  loans  of  long 
duration,  or  of  a  permanent  character,  do  so  with 
a  reliance  solely  upon  the  public  credit ;  and 
without  the  specific  pledges,  demanded  by  banks 
of  circulation^  and  which  enable  them  to  recover 
their  money,  m  all  cases  of  failure.    These  are 
called  financial  or  governmental  banks.    So  long 
as  banks  confine  their  business,  whether  with 
Governments  or  with  individuals,  to  the  maxims 
of  commercial  credit,  receiving  for  their  advances 
notes  and  bills  of  undoubted  credit,  and  payable 
at  early  periods,  or  pledges  of  specific  funds  or 
effects — so  long  are  they  of  advantage  to  Gor- 
ernments,  as  well  as  to  individuals  employed  in 
any  kind  of  business  requiring  the  aid  of  credit. 
But  all  experience  has  proved,  and  the  exam- 
ples are  numerous  throughout  Europe,  and  as  \^ 
nelieved  without  a  single  exception,  tnat  when* 
ever  banks  become  what  is  called  financial  banks, 
making  permanent  loans  upon  the  mere  pledge 
of  the  public  faith,  when  they  become  the  mints 
employed  by  Governments  to  fabricate  paper  to 
such  amount,  as  often,  and  for  such  periods,  as 
their  wants  frequently  recurring,  and  always  ur- 
gent, demand;  they  never  fail  to  accomplish  an 
extensive  revolution  in  personal  property,  some- 
times produce  the  abolition  of  debts,  and  after 
preying  upon  the  credulous  and  unprotected,  end 
m  their  own,  and  the  nation's  bankruptcy. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  the  Bank  of  England 
is  a  financial  bank,  and  an  exception  from  this 


conclusion ;  it  would  require  much  time  and  de- 
tail to  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  operations  of 
this  bank ;  all  that  will  now  be  said  in  reply  to 
this  suggestion  is,  that  whoever  takes  the  requi- 
site pains  to  understand  the  origin,  progress, 
maxims,  and  manner  of  conducting  the  business 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  whether  with  Govern- 
ment  or  individuals,  will  become  satisfied  that  it 
transacts  its  business  strictly  upon  the  principles 
and  rules  of  commercial  credit ;  and  that  because 
it  does  so,  and  for  that  reason  only,  it  has  been 
enabled  to  afford  the  aid  which  it  has  done  to  the 
public,  private,  and  commercial  credit  of  the 
nation. 

It  would  therefore  seem  that  it  is  no  sufficient 
objection  to  this  bill  that  it  does  not  oblige  the 
bank  to  make  larffe  loans  to  Government ;  since 
to  compel  a  bank  to  make  such  loans,  upon  the 
pledge  of  the  public  faith,  or  upon  depreciated 
public  securities,  especially  when  the  bank  is  re- 
leased from  the  obligation  to  make  specie  pay- 
ments, would  be '  to  require  it  to  repeat  the  ex- 
periment 80  often  made  in  different  forms,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  which  has  everywhere  and 
always  failed,  and  which  enlightened  economists 
will  all  unite  to  condemn. 

Lastly,  it  is  objected,  that  the  bank  cannot  be 
relied  upon  during  (he  war,  to  provide  a  circoia- 
ting  medium. 

No  bank  which  is  obliged  to  redeem  its  notes 
with  specie,  can  in  the  present  state  of  commerce, 
credit,  and  alarm,  issue  the  same  beyond  a  very 
limited  sum. 

If  to  the  distrust  which  the  war,  and  a  real,  or 
supposed  scarcity  of  specie,  create,  be  united  an 
unusual  demand  for  specie  to  be  hoarded,  or  seat 
abroad  for  security,  or  to  compensate  unfavora- 
ble balances  of  trade,  in  lieu  of  the  produce  usu- 
ally exported  for  this  purpose ;  and  if  at  the  same 
time  a  considerable  depreciation  of  the  pubUc 
credit  takes  place,  a  case  will  exist  in  which 
banks  of  circulation  are  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  either  a  total  suspension  of  business,  or  soen 
an  abridgement  of  it,  as  to  render  them  incapable 
of  circulating  their  notes  in  quantities  commen- 
surate to  the  public  demands. 

The  objection,  therefore,  is  not  against  the 
structure  of  the  bank,  but  against  the  condition 
of  the  country,  and  the  state  of  the  public  credit, 
which  may  compel  the  bank  to  curtail  its  circa- 
lation. 

In  effect,  the  objection  amounts  to  the  confes- 
sion that  no  bank  which  confines  its  business  to 
the  only  safe  and  practical  test  of  a  paper  circa- 
lation  will,  or  can  afford,  important  aid  in  the 
furnishing  of  a  circulating  medium,  in  times  and 
circumstances  like  the  present;  that  no  bank, 
except  one  which  is  released  from  the  obligation 
to  pay  its  notes  in  specie,  can  now  afford  a  circu- 
lating medium;  in  a  word,  that  none  but  a  bank 
which  would  circulate  a  depreciated  currency, 
and  which  it  would  be  dangerous  to  create,  ought 
now  to  be  established. 

It  might  suffice  to  have  shown  that  the  Presi- 
dent's objections  ought  not  to  prevent  this  bill's 
becoming  a  law ;  but  a  few  words  may  be  added 
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concemhig  the  bill.  The  aaoaat  of  the  eapital 
of  the  benk  has  already  been  mentioned.  Its 
daties  and  general  provisions  are  eonformable  to 
those  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
thejr  have  had  a  fair  trial,  and  have  been  ap- 
proved ;  whatever  that  bank  would  have  done, 
this  would  be  able  to  do ;  and  advantages  such 
as  it  afforded  to  Government  in  the  management 
of  the  finances,  this  bank  would  in  due  time  be 
equally  or  more  capable  of  affording. 

It  ha^  not  been  contended,  that  at  this  time, 
owing  to  the  condition  of  the  finances  and  credit 
of  the  United  States,  as  well  ss  to  the  general  stag- 
nation of  trade,  and  the  distrust  of  every  kind  of 
credit,  any  safe  bank  that  might  now  be  estab- 
lished, could  afford  to  Government  or  to  individ- 
uals much,  or  important  assistance  by  loans,  even 
of  a  temporary  kind. 

But  the  agency  of  this  bank  would  now  be  of 
service  to  Government;  whatever  it  should  be 
able  to  do  would  be  well  done.  Its  operations 
would  all  be  solid,  and  of  standard  character ;  its 
business  must  be  limited,  but  it  would  be  ssfe 
and  exemplary ;  and  with  regard  to  every  other 
moneyed  institution,  conducting  its  affairs  hon- 
estly, it  would  cherish  and  sustain  it. 

Moreover,  by  the  establishment  of  this  bank 
upon  sound  and  approved  maxims,  although  it 
may  not  now  do  what  no  safe  bank  can  do — 
much  good — it  will  do  no  injury.  It  will  not 
contribute  siill  further  to  depreciate  public  and 
private  credit ;  and  during  the  term  of  its  char- 
ter, it  will  prevent,  a  circumstance  worth  much, 
the  establishment  of  a  bank  upon  false  and  dan- 
gerous principles.  On  the  return  of  peace,  the 
agency  and  influence  of  this  bank  will  become 
invaluable  in  the  recovery  and  re-establishment 
of  the  credit  and  finances  of  the  nation. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  which  had  their 
influence  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  by  the  Con- 
gress, and  the  force  of  which  remains  not  only 
undiminished,  but  the  latter  of  them  is  increased 
by  the  objections  made  by  the  President,  it  is 
earnestly  to  be  wished,  although  scarcely  to  be 
hoped,  that  the  bill  may  become  a  law. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  is  incomparably  the  most  impor- 
tant. It  is  this  which  opens  and  interprets  the 
object  desired  to  be  attained  by  the  rejection  of 
this  bill.  Congress  are  here  admonished  by  the 
President  to  make  haste  *'  to  substitute"  (in  lien 
of  the  bill)  "  a  more  commensurate  and  certain 
provision  for  the  public  exigencies.'' 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  after  al- 
luding to  the  exigent  and  perilous  condition  of 
the  country,  after  insinuating  to  Congress  in  lan- 
guage not  to  be  misundersto^,  that  the  resources 
of  the  Treasury  were  exhausted,  that  extraordi- 
nary succor  from  loans  were  no  longer  attaina- 
ble, that  a  bank  created  upon  safe  and  approved 
{principles  could  afford  no  public  assistance,  plsin- 
y  intimates  that  paper  money,  and  only  paper 
money,  will,  or  can  assist  the  nation  in  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  war.  If  this  be  so,  if  by 
the  neglect  and  mismanagement  of  the  finances 
and  profusion  in  the  pciblic  expenditures,  the 


country  is  already  reduced  to  this  situation,  and 
the  President  announces  the  same  to  Congress, 
will  they  prove  themselves  the  faithful  friends  of 
the  people,  unless  they  seasonably  apprize  them 
of  tne  fact,  however  humiliating? 

If  paper  money  be  necessary,  avow  it,  prepare 
it,  issue  it ;  but  under  every  caution  and  guard 
which  can  be  devised  to  mitigate  its  evils. 

All  experience,  public  and  personal^  demon- 
strates that  every  object  is  attained  with  more 
certainty  and  greater  advantage  by  a  direct  than 
by  an  indirect  course. 

Why,  then,  will  Congress  by  the  creation  and 
employment  of  a  bank  attempt  to  conceal  their 
actual'  condition  and  real  object  ?  Why  estab- 
lish a  bank  which,  dealing  only  in  paper,  will 
fabricate  and  lend  as  many  millions  as  Congress 
may  desire  to  borrow  ?  Why  pay  to  this  bank 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  for  the  loan  of  their 
notes,  which  in  no  single  ingredient  will,  or 
ought  to  be  thought,  to  be  of  greater  value  than 
Treasury  notes.  The  people  of  this  country  have 
much  natural  sagacity,  and  will  not  long  be  de- 
ceived by  this  or  any  similar  contrivance.  Rather 
devise  an  improved  scheme  for  the  immediate 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  let  them  be  convert* 
ible  at  pleasure  into  a  public  stock,  bearing  n 
high  interest;  fund  this  stock  by  pledging  spe- 
cific taxes  to  pay  the  interest ;  the  credit  of  this 
currency  will  be  better  than  that  of  the  notes  of 
such  a  bank  as  it  is  desired  should  be  created. 

If  a  paper  circulation  alone  will  enable  us  to 
defend  the  country,  prepare  and  make  use  of  it ; 
bnt  spare  us  the  expense  of  paying  interest  for  it 
to  a  compan)[.  whose  faculties,  without  our  con- 
tributions, will  enable  them  to  make  dividends 
equal  to  their  utmost  desires. 

When  Mr.  Kino  had  cooduded,  the  question 
was  taken.  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  and  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  15,  nays  19,  as 
follows : 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 
Messrs.  Brown,  I>aggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gennaa^ 
Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kingf 
Lambert,  Mason,  Tait,  and  Thompson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Chace^ 
Condit,  Gaillaid,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rob- 
inson, Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamum,  Welhb 
and  Wharton. 

So  it  was, 
Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass, 
two-thirds  of  the  Senate  not  agreeing  thereto* 


Fbidat,  February  3. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  GiLsa,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  enti- 
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tied  *'  An  act  for  the  better  rej^alation  of  the 
OrdnaDce  department,"  reported  it  with  ameDd- 
ments ;  which  were  read,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  having  been  agreed 
t0|  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time  as 
amended. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Saltus,  Son, 
and  Company,  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  receive  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  certain  corps 
which  may  be  raised  and  organized  by  any  State, 
to  serve  in-  lieu  of  the  militia  thereof;"  a  bill, 
entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  courts 
of*  justice  of  Indiana;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  sixteenth  of  April,  1814,  entitled  'An 
act  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Illi- 
nois Territory,  and  providing  for  their  location ;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  tne  support  of  the  Qovernment  for  the 
year  1815,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  five  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  readingr* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lishing a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
BoardofCommissoners,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and.  the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to  with 
further  amendment,  the  President  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the 
further  consideration  thereot  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Weston  Jenkins  and  others;" 
and,  no  other  amendment  having  been  proposed, 
it  passed  to  the  third  readin|^. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Matthew  Guy,  John  Woodward, 
Samuel  Tennison,and  Wilfred  Drury,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and,  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,.the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
«d  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  ana 
to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same;' 
and  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay* 
ing  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  ongold  and 
silver  watches,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee.  And 
the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  in  part, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  Houseaccord- 
ingly.  And  Mr.  Kbrr  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  as  follows  : 

«  And  he  U further  enacted,  That,  if  either  the  States 
of  Ohio  or  Louisiana  shall  pay  its  quota  of  the  direct 
tax,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act, 
the  Legislatnres  thereof  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorised  and  empowered  to  collect  of  all  the  purchas- 
ers of  public  lands,  under  any  law  of  the  United  States, 
a  just  and  eqoal  proportion  of  the  quota  of  said  States, 
respectively,  the  compact  between, the  United  States 
and  the  said  States  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post* 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  pub- 
lic buildings  within  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Fromentin  had  moved  yesterday  to  re- 
commit the  bill  to  a  select  committee.  On  this 
motion  Mr.  F.  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  I  am  called  upon  to  give  the 
reasons  which  prompted  me  to  make  the  motion 
now  under  consideration.  I  will  endeavor  to  give 
to  the  Senate  such  an  account  of  my  motives  as 
will  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
reference. 

It  may,  perhaps,  not  be  useless  on  this  occasion 
to  uke  a  retrospective  view  of  the  length  of  time 
which  has  elapsed,  after  the  erection  of  those 
buildings  was  determined  on,  before  they  could 
be  used  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended, and  of  the  sums  of  money  which  have 
been  spent  upon  their  construction.  We  shall  be 
the  better  able  to  anticipate  the  probable  time 
when  these  buildings  may  again  be  occupied  by 
Congress,  and  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
sums  of  money  which  we  may  have  to  appropri- 
ate for  those  purposes. 

Sir,  it  is  more  than  twenty-three  years,  if  I  am 
correctly  informed,  since  the  public  edifices,  pro- 
posed now  to  be  rebuilt,  were  begun  to  be  erected. 
None  of  them,  at  the  time  of  their  destruction  by 
the  enemy,  were  completely  finished ;  and  I  be- 
lieve, the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol  was  not  ready 
for  the  reception  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
more  than  four  or  five  years  before  it  was  de- 
stroyed. If  it  be  found  necessary  to  rebuild,  in- 
stead of  repairing,  the  other  hopeless  alternative 
ofi*ered  by  the  bill  on  your  table,  you  may  rea- 
sonably expect,  taking  into  consideration  the  pre* 
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sent  siiaatioo  of  the  country,  especially  if  the  war 
shoald  coDiiDue,  and  thereby  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing materials,  and  of  getting  workmen,  shoald 
be  increased,  that  the  two  wings  of  the  Capitol 
may  be  finished,  and  ready  for  the  reception  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  in  about  ten  or  twelve 
years. 

The  public  buildings,  including  the  President's 
House,  did  not  cost  less  than  fifteen  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  We  are  told  that  fire  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  will  replace  those  edifices  in  9taiu 
quo*  Sir,  notwithstanding  my  respect  for  the 
artists  who  have  giren  an  opinion  on  this  subject, 
I  have  still  some  doubts  of  the  practicability  of 
makin£  use  of  the  walls  as  they  are  now  stand- 
ing. The  architects  themselves  ai^e  not  positive 
on  that  point.  They  gave  their  opinion  before 
tbe  very  severe  frost,  which  we  had  this  Winter, 
bad  its  effect  upon  those  susceptible  and  unpro- 
tected walls.  Their  opinion,  if  a  new  examina- 
tion was  now  had,  might  be  materially  different; 
and  the  committee  themselves,  by  reporting  a  bill 
for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  buildings, 
instead  of  confining  themselves  to  reporting  a  bill 
for  repairing,  have  manifested  a  doubt,  which  it 
cannot  be  improper  for  me  to  entertain.  If,  then, 
you  should  ultimately  be  compelled  to  rebuild 
(and  I  firmly  believe  you  will)  the  expense  for 
rebuilding  cannot  be  much  less  than  the  original 
cost  of  construction.  The  materials  which  you 
may  save  will  about  pay  the  expense  of  taking 
down  the  walls  before  you  can  rebuild. 

Qreat,  indeed,  I  &houJd  almost  say  incalculable, 
must  be  the  advantages  presented  by  this  favorite 
situation,  which,  under  tbe  pressure  of  our  present 
emergencies,  could  induce  this  Congress  to  sac- 
rifice such  immense  sums  of  money.  Three  prin- 
cipal reasons  have  been  adduced  in  support  of  this 
bill  by  its  friends.  The  pride  of  the  nation  has 
been  appealed  to,  and  pressed  into  the  service  of 
th(^  bill.  Sir,  when  gentlemen  entrench  them- 
selves behind  the  inexpugnable  bulwark  of  pride, 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  use  any  arguments  directed 
to  their  sober  judgment.  As  well  might  yon  at- 
tempt, sword  in  haod,  to  pierce  the  heart  of  your 
enemy,  protected  from  your  attack  by  a  fortress, 
flanked  with  a  hundred  cannon.  The  fortress  is 
to  be  taken  first ;  and  I  know  of  no  argument 
strong  enoush  to  hatter  down  the  fortress  erected 
by  pride.  There  is  but  one  way  to  come  at  it, 
sir  I  and  it  is  by  erecting  alongside  of  it  another 
pride  fortress,  and  then  fairly  to  begin  the  assault 
on  both  sides. 

I,  too,  have  my  pride — not  a  pride  to  be  fed 
upon  the  unpaid  btood  of  the  soldier  who  wins 
our  battles ;  not  a  pride  to  be  gratified  by  the 
vain  and  useless  display  of  a  borrowed,  ragged 
magnificence.  No,  sir$  my  pride  is  less  yora- 
cious,  it  is  less  ostentatious.  Provide  for  filling 
the  ranks  of  your  Army ;  provide  for  clothing, 
feeding,  and  paying,  your  soldiers  and  sailors. 
Instead  of  borrowing  money  for  building  cosily 
edifices,  borrow  money  for  protecting  against  an 
invading;  foe  the  edifices  yet  standing.  Drive  the 
enemy  from  the  country  ;  then,  indeed,  my  pride 
will  be  satisfied ;  then  I  will,  with  pleasure,  vote 


moqey,  as  much  money  as  you  please,  for  rebuild* 
ing  our  public  edifices ;  and  then  the  more  mag* 
nificent  the  plan,  the  more  elegant  its  execution, 
the  more  my  pride  will  be  gratified. 

It  is  further  said,  in  support  of  this  bill,  that 
the  plan  recommended  by  the  bill  was  the  plan 
of  Gen.  Washington,  and  under  the  sanction  of 
that  imposing  name  an  attempt  is  made  to  mis* 
lead  our  understanding.  True,  sir,  this  was  the 
plan  of  Washin(^ton— but,  unaer  what  circnm- 
sunces  ?  Washington  was  then  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  country  then  was  rich;  tbe 
country  was  prosperoos.  An  extensive,  unre- 
stricted, and  almost  unlimited  commerce  brought 
then  to  the  remotest  corner  of  this  vast  continent 
all  the  treasures  of  a  tributary  world.  The  anx- 
ious eye  of  Washington  measured  the  distances, 
and  his  capacious  mind  was  not  discouraged  by 
them.  The  rapid,  the  almost  prodigious  progress 
of  every  improvement  under  his  auspicious  Ad- 
ministration, justified,  in  the  opinion  of  that  great 
and  modest  man,  the  anticipated  expectations  of 
corresponding  improvements  under  tbe  Admin- 
istration of  his  successors.  But,  sir,  what  has 
been  the  result?  Instead  of  realizing  the  high 
expectations  of  General  Washington,  from  causes 
which  it  is  foreign  to  my  subject  here  to  investi- 
gate, this  country  once  rich,  is  now  poor ;  this 
country  once  prosperous,  is  now  fallen.  I  hope, 
sir,  it  will  rise  again  ;  but  till  then,  speak  not  to 
me  of  what  Washington  did.  Speak  what  Wash- 
ington would  now  advise;  I  say  advise.  The 
recollection  of  General  Washington's  unshakeable 
firmness  in  the  year  1795,  forbwls  the  idea  of  the 
possibility  of  bis  ever  having  had  to  act  under 
such  an  accumulation  of  distressing  circum- 
stances. 

When  I  cast  my  eyes  on  this  wilderness,  dig- 
nified with  the  name  of  a  city;  a  city  to  be  sure^ 
very  unlike  the  old-fashioned  European  city,  al- 
luded to  by  the  Irishman,  who,  when  placed  in 
the  middle  of  it,  complained  that  he  could  not  see 
the  city,  there  were  so  many  houses  1  Sir,  wa 
run  no  risk  of  hearing  of  any  such  complaints 
about  this  city.  B very  Irishman  who  arrives  hen 
may  have  a  full  view  of  the  whole  ground  at  once. 
None  of  those  encumbrances  calledhouses  to  limit 
the  boundless  prospects.  Or,  if  there  be  a  few, 
he  may,  among  those  few,  open  a  complaisant 
gap  through  which  his  inquisitive  eye  may  pierce 
to  a  distance,  limited  only  by  the  foot  of  the  sur- 
rounding hills.  But,  sir,  the  subject  is  too  serious 
to  admit  of  its  being  thus  long  treated  with  levity. 
Let  me  then  return  to  it,  and  seriously  inquire 
about  the  present  state  and  future  prospecu  of 
this  city.  What  do  we  see  here?  Twelve  or 
fifteen  clusters  of  houses  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  each  other,  bringing  to  our  recollection 
tbe  appearance  of  a  camp  of  nomad  Arabs,  which, 
however,  if  connected  together,  would  make  a  very 
respectable  town,  not  much  inferior,  perhaps,  to 
tbe  capital  of  Virginia  ;  and  here  and  there  an 
insulated  house;  the  whole  of  it,  when  seen  from 
tbe  ruins  of  our  public  edifices,  looking  more  like 
the  place  where  proud  Washington  once  stood, 
than  where  humble  Washington  now  lies.    If, 
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sir,  such  is  the  situation  of  this  city,  after  fifteen 
years  since  the  Government  removed  here,  daring 
the  six  first  years  of  which  period  there  prevailed 
not  only  in  this  country,  but  all  over  Europe,  a 
degree  of  enthusiasm  bordering  upon  madness 
respecting  the  future  destinies  of  this  metropolis, 
and  during  which  period  of  six  years,  too,  this 
country  enjoyed  still  the  benefits  of  the  Admin^ 
istraiion  of  Washington,  whose  good  deeds  for 
several  years  after  his  death  were  still  in  force — 
Washinston,  in  his  tomb,  still  secorincr  the  pros- 
perity of  this  his  beloved  country — if,  sir,  such 
oe  now  the  situation  of  this  city,  what,  in  the 
nresent  state  of  things,  are  our  prospects  for  the 
future?  Awful,  indeed.  How  many  ages  must 
elapse  before  this  chaos  is  likely  to  assume  any- 
thing like  a  describable  shape?  How  many,  be- 
fore these  disjointed,  distracted,  warring  elements 
may  be  brought  toother,  so  as  to  form  a  whole, 
which  may  entitle  it  to  be  what  it  now  purports 
to  be,  but  what  it  is  not.  Is  it  not  time,  then,  that 
we  should  give  up  the  unsuccessful  experiment? 
Is  it  not  time,  that  we  should  adopt  less  lofty 
ideas,  that  we  should  assume  sentiments,  that  we 
should  express  opinions  more  conformable  to  our 
present  situation.  Trojafidt^fuit  Mium.  It  be- 
comes us  to  be  modest.  Our  laws  to  be  whole- 
some, need  not  be  enacted  in  a  palace.  A  large, 
convenient,  unadorned  house,  which  will  receive 
its  lustre  from  Congress,  instead  of  Congress  bor- 
rowing it  from  the  house,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  pul)lic  offices,  in  a  part  of  the  city  which  is 
best  calculated  by  its  actual  improyements  to  af- 
ford accommodation  to  the  members,  and  to  fa- 
cilitate their  communications  with  each  other, 
will  answer  our  purpose  much  better  than  the 
plan  recommended  by  the  bill  on  your  table;  and 
if  the  place  to  erect  those  edifices  be  judiciously 
selected,  it  is  to  me  quite  immaterial  in  what 
quarter  of  this  city.  For  want  of  the  necessary 
information  as  to  the  quantity  of  ground  still 
owned  by  the  Government  in  the  different  parts 
of  this  city,  I  could  not  now  form  any  opinion  as 
to  the  spot  where  it  would  be  proper  to  concen- 
trate all  our  public  edifices,  whether  temporarily 
or  permanently.  But  I  may  be  allowed  to  express 
a  wish  that  it  may  be  found  convenient  to  place 
them  as  near  as  possible  to  Georgetown,  not  very 
distant  from  the  improvements  known  under  the 
appellation  of  the  Six  and  Seven  Buildings;  and 
I  have  little  doubt,  but  that,  when  in  compliance 
with  the  uniform  laws  of  nature,  you  shall  have 
blown  up  a  soul  into  this  city  by  creating  a  heart 
from  which  the  blood  may  uninterruptedly  cir- 
culate to  the  remotest  extremities,  the  improre- 
ments  wiH,  by  degrees,  extend  in  every  direction, 
until  the  now  most  distant  parts  from  that  spot, 
BO  longer  shrivelled,  sickly,  lingerinjgf,  rootless 
slips,  destined,  to  vegetate  a  few  mornings,  in  an 
uncongenial  soil,  being  in  their  turn  reconnected 
with  a  sturdy,  robust  trunk,  from  which  they  will 
derive  an  invigorating  sap,  will  soon  spreaij  a 
wide  hospitable  foliage,  and  become  a  flourishing 
portiop  of  a  city,  the  future  prosperity  of  which 
cannot  now,  if  it  come  at  all,  be  secured  in  any 
other  way. 


I  am  not  unaware,  sir,  that  such  a  plan  will 
call  into  action  a^inst  it  all  the  private  interests 
which  will  conceive  themselves  to  be  aggrieved 
by  it.  But,  let  private  interest  beware.  In  my 
opinion,  unless  some  such  plan  is  resorted  to, 
without  some  such' compromise  is  made,  the  Gh>v- 
ernment  will  not,  cannot  remain  here  many  years. 
The  inconveniences  are  too  serious,  and  they  are 
not  to  be  surmounted.  I  speak  not  of  them  with 
reference  to  the  individual  inconvenience  of  the 
members.  I  speak  of  them  in  reference  to  their 
public  duties.  It  is  unnecessary. to  repeat  what 
I  before  stated,  when  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
you  on  the  subject  of  this  bill.  Only  reflect  on 
the  only  mode  in  which  we  can  transact  business 
in  this  place.  Selected  from  various  places  of 
this  immense  empire,  we  meet  here,  not  altogeth* 
er  free  from  the  prejudices  which  prevail  more 
or  less  in  every  part  of  the  country  we  come  from. 
This  social  intercourse  which  ought  to  preyail, 
which  lam  sureshould  prevail,  did  weknoweach 
other  otherwise  than  through  the  incorrect  me- 
dium of  party  representation,  is  entirely  prohib* 
ited  by  the  insuperable  obstacles  which  the  present 
situation  of  this  city  puts  in  our  way.  To  these 
local  prejudices  are  to  be  added  party  spirit,  pre- 
judices which  pursue  us  unremittingly,  and  will 
not  let  go  their  hold  of  us  in  this  Tery  sanctuary. 
This  party  spirit,  instead  of  being  softened  into 
something  like  conciliation,  by  a  constant  inter- 
course, is  hardened  into  unutterable  asperity  by' 
the  mode  of  life^  we  are  compelled  from  impe- 
rious circumstances,  to  pursue  in  this  place.  The 
very  houses  where  we  board  have  become  a  test 
by  which  to  ascertain  the  political  opinions  which 
we  are  supposed  to  profess.  We  never  meet,  but 
in  battle  array.  Is  it  wonderful,  that  under  these 
discouraging  circumstances,  so  many  months 
should  be  wasted  in  transacting  business  which, 
under  less  unfavorable  auspices,  might  have  been 

fone  through  in  as  many  weeks.  Sir,  it  is  my 
rm  conviction,  that  if  we  proceed  on  to  passing 
this  bill  in  its  present  shape,  the  question  of  re- 
moval of  the  seat  of  the  Government  from  this 
place,  which  was  advocated  at  the  beginning  of 
this  session  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislaturci 
will  soon  want  no  advocate  at  all ;  it  will  soon 
become  a  matter  of  necessity,  of  sheer  necessity. 
There  may  be  stUl  many  unsuccessful  attempts, 
but,  sir,  the  best  interests  of  the  nation  cannot 
forever  be  sacrificed.  After  some  strufftfling,  an 
attempt  will  succeed  at  last;  and  it  wiirthen  be 
too  late  for  the  opposers  of  the  plan  which  I  have 
suggested  to  give  themselves  up  to  unavailing 
repentance. 

Mr.  President,  I  want  to  prevent  such  a  state 
of  things.  I  am  unwilling  to  bring  forward  again, 
at  any  time,  the  question  of  a  permanent  seat  of 
Gh>vernment.  I  want  this  sacred  spot — sacred 
still  in  my  eyts,  although  temporarily  polluted 
by  the  foot  of  the  enemy,  as  long  as  it  bears  the 
name  of  Washington ;  I  want  this  spot  to  remain 
forever  the  permanent  seat  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  But,  sir,  I  know  of  but  two> 
ways  to  accomplish  that  object;  either  by  a  tem- 
porary removal  by  the  very  act  proviiiing  for 
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which  we  shoald  proyide  likewise  for  our  return; 
not  provide  simply ;  I  do  not  mean  by  a  elause  in 
the  bill  to  that  effect,  but  by  previous  appropria- 
tions, by  contracts,  which  it  should  not  be  in  the 
power  of  any  succeeding  Congress  tp  repeal,  or 
by  an  immediate  concentration  of  the  public 
boiidioss  on  a  modest,  economical  and  commo- 
dious plan.    Of  these  two  modes,  I  prefer  the  last, 
as  likely  to  meet  with  fewer  obstacles,  as  being 
much  less  expensive,  but  principally  as  being 
much  more  consonant  to  the  principles  of  the 
justice  which  we  owe  to  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict.   Sir,  when  this  bill  was  reported,  I  inquired 
from  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  it,  for  the  papers  relating  to  the 
original  fixation  of  the  several  places  for  the 
buUding  of  the  public  edifices.    I  inquired  for 
the  contracts  with  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
soil,  or  with  the  purchasers.    I  was  answered,  that 
there  was  no  such  instrument.    I  shall  take  no 
advantage  from  this  concession ;  in  my  view  of 
(he  subject,  there  was  a  contract— a  solemn  con- 
tract ;  and  if  by  any  possible  way  it  could  be 
avoided,  I  would  not  now  agree  to  altering,  in  its 
most  inconsiderable  dispositions,  any  part  of  the 
original  plan.    I  am  sensible,  that  by  so  doing,  we 
seem  to  punish  the  pedple  of  this  District  for  hav- 
ing placed  too  much  confidence  in  our  words,  fn 
our  words,  did  I  say  ?    In  our  acts,  sir !    Look  at 
the  new  ruins  of  the  monuments  on  yonder  hill. 
Were  these  massy  walls,  which  have  set  at  defi- 
ance the  whole  power  of  an  enemy  bent  on  de- 
struction, intended  to  last  only  the  short  space  of 
a  dozen  years  ?    In  these  surviving  walls  I  read, 
in  characters  not  to  be  efiaced,  the  contract  of  the 
nation  with  the  people  of  the  District.    I  find  in 
these  walls  an  agreement  signed,  sealed,  and  de- 
livered.   Certainly,  sir,  you  must  be  convinced, 
from  what  I  have  just  now  said,  that  I  do  not 
dissemble  to  myself,  and  that  I  am  not  willing  to 
conceal  from  others,  the  equity  of  the  claims  of 
the  people  of  this  District.    But  what  is  to  be 
done  ?  Imperious  necessity  commands  a  sacrifice 
of  some  sort.    A  compromise  must  take  place. 
You  have  but  a  choice  of  evils.    The  very  bill 
on  your  table  promises  a  tardy  relief  to  the  people 
on  Capitol  Hill,  at  the  end  of  ten  or  twelve  years. 
Under  these  impressions,  and  under  the  belief  too, 
that  the  people  of  the  District  at  lar^e  are  ulti- 
mately to  be  benefitted  by  a  concentration,  for  the 
reasons  previously  advanced,  however  a  few  may 
appear  likely  to  be  sufferers  by  any  ultimate  de- 
termination as  to  the  spot  where  the  concentra- 
tion is  to  take  place ;  and  under  an  unshakeable 
persuasion,  that  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  old 
plan,  in  our  present  circumstances,  as  recommend- 
ed by  the  bill  on  your  table,  the  people  of  this 
District,  by  grasping  at  too  much,  will  ultimately 
loseall — ^from  motivesof  economy;  from  motives 
of  duty  to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  from 
motives  of  indispensable  convenience  to  ourselves 
to  enable  us  faithfully  to  discharge  our  public  du- 
ties ;  from  motives  ol  justice  to  the  people  of  this 
District — I  ha^e  been  induced  to  make  the  motion 
to  refer  that  bill  to  a  committee,  for  the  purpose 
of  reporting  another  hill  to  eoneentrate  the  public 


buildings.  Sir,  I  am  disposed  to  sacrifice  every- 
thing, but  my  duty  to  the, people  of  the  United 
States  at  lar^e,  to  keep  the  seat  of  Government 
here  ;  and  ifyou  agree  to  concentrate  the  public 
buildings,  in  the  hope  of  speedy  improvements, 
by  which  many  of  the  inconveniences  which  now 
affect  the  public  interest  will  be  removed,  I  am 
perfectly  reconciled  to  remaining  in  this  city. 
But.  sir,  if  we  are  to  remain  here  as  we  now  are, 
with  no  other  cheering  prospects  than  those  pre- 
sented in  the  bill  on  your  table.  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  declare,  that  any  place  in  the  United  States 
appears  to  me  preferable  to  Washington,  and  the 
sooner  we  go,  no  matter  where,  no  matter  how 
heavy  the  amount  of  compensation  justly  due  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  District,  the  better. 

When  Mr.  P.  had  concluded — 

The  question  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  select 
committee,  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
13,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Ybab — ^Messrs.  Bibb,  Barry,  Brown,  Dana,  Fromen- 
tin,  €lerman,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Matott* 
Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Anderson,  Barboor,  Chaee^  Gondii, 
Daggett,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Kerr, 
Laoock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor, Tomer,  Varnom,  and  Wharton. 

On  potion,  by  Mr.  Lacocjc,  to  strike  out,  of 
section  1,  line  4,  after  the  words  ^  Capitol,"  the 
words  "  and  public  offices ;"  and  to  insert,  after 
*' Washioffton,"  line  5^  *'and  that  two  suitable 
buildings  for  public  offices  be  erected  on  such  part 
of  the  Capitol  square  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States;"  and  to  insert, 
in  the  4th  line,  the  word  "  and,"  before  *^  Capi* 
tol:"  a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Dana.,  and  was  taken  on  striking  out,  and 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nay  18,  as 
follows: 

Ybas— Messnu  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  OaiUard» 
German,  Gore,  Honter,  King,  Laoock,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Tait,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbovr,  Bibb,  Barry» 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Kerr, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varairai* 
and  Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  by  striking 
out  the  second  section  thereof,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time  as  amended. 

SATURDA7,  February  4. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sal- 
tus,  Son,  db  Co.,  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  King,  Roberts,  and  Qcrman, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  «  An  act  for  the  regulation  of 
the  courts  of  justice  of  Indiana,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Mob- 
Row,  Talbot,  and  Chaob,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 
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The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  receive  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  certain  corps  which 
may  be  raised  and  organized  by  any  State,  to  serve 
in  lieu  of  the  militia  thereof,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  un  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  1815,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Ghace,  and  Rob- 
erts, were  lippointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  and  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  April,  1814, 
entitled  ^An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their 
location,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  21st  Septem- 
ber, on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

■  The  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing 
or  rebuilding  the  public  buildinj^s  within  the  City 
of  Washington  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
blank  filled  with  "five  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Reeolvedf  That.this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  buildings  within 
the  City  of  Washington." 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establish- 
ing a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,"  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
16,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

YiAB — Messrs.  Barbour,  Chaca,  Daggett,  Fromen- 
tin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gore,  Horsey,  Kerr,  Ma- 
son, Morrow,  Tatt,  Taylor,  Thompson  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Condict,  Laoock,  Lambert, 
Roberts,  Smith,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment," having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Weston 
Jenkins,  and  others,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  Matthew  Guy,  John  Woodward,  Sam- 
uel Tennison,  and  Wilfred  Drury,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the 
consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing 
and  collecting  the  same;"  and  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches." 

Mr.  Kerr's  motion  to  add  a  new  section  was 
withdrawn  ;  and  the  bill  having  been  further 
amended,  by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  King,  on  the  question,  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jewelry 
and  paste  work,  manufactured' with  in  the  United 
States;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the 
College  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  duty  on  loturies  ;''^in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treas- 
ury, transmitting  sundry  documents,  exhibiting  a 
view  of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States,  as 
stated  in  the  report  made  to  Congress,  from  that 
department,  on  the  23d  day  of  September  last, 
not  having  been  at  that  time  prepared,  owing  to 
the  early  meeting  of  Congress;  and  the  letter 
and  documents  therein  referred  to  were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits 
distilled,  and  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, manufactured,  within  the  United  States,  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Monday  next. 

Monday,  February  6. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to^provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
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ment,  and  maiotaioiDg  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  aud  plated  ware,  and 
jewelry  and  paste  work,  manufactured  within  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  eo titled  '*Ad  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1815,"  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Ooverb- 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  duly  on  lotteries,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  two  members  were 
added  to  the  committee  last  mentioned;  and 
Mr.  Dagobtt  and  Mr.  Brown  were  appointed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  Col- 
lege of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Benjamin  Wells  and  others,"  reported  it 
with  ame^ments. 

The  SAate  resumed  the  motion  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  assistant  Doorkeeper;  and  on 
motion^  by  Mr.  Turner,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  September  last, 
which  relates  to  the  MiliUry  Establishment,  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing provision  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  mil- 
itia which  have  been  called  out  by  the  authority 
of  any  State  for  the  defence  of  any  part  of  the 
United  States  against  invasion,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war,  and  not  taken 
into  the  pay  of  the  United  States;  and  for  reim- 
bursing any  State  for  any  moneys  advanced  for 
pay,  rations,  camp  equipage,  and  other  expenses 
necessarily  incurred  in  calhng  out  such  militia, 
according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed 
by  law  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  calling  out 
the  militia  by  authority  of  tne  United  States. 

The  PRBBinENT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  fbr  the  Department  of  Treas- 
ury, prepared  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  March 
3d,  1809,  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,  with  statements  of  the  purchases  or 
payments  for  supplies,  made  by  the  collectors  of 
the  customs,  during  the  year  1813,  in  relation  to 
the  revenue,  and  to  the  temporary  relief  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen;  and  the  report,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  cer- 
tain goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured 
13th  Con.  3d  Sess.— 8 


within  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same ;"  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on 
gold  and  silver  watches,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Fromentin.  the  bill  was  further  amended  by 
unanimous  consent ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mor- 
row, it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Giles,  King,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Barbour,  agreeably  to  notice  given,  asked 
leave  to  introdtice  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

This  was  objected  to,  by  Mr.  Mason,  as  out  of 
order,  as  a  bill  of  a  similar  nature,  passed  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  returned  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  with  his  objections  to 
the  same,  had,  on  reconsideration,  been  negatived 
by  the  Senate. 

The  President  decided  it  to  be  in  order,  con- 
sidering it  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  bills  thus  returned  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Whereupon,  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

[The  principal  features  of  this  hill  are  as  follows : 
the  capital  to  consist  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  pay-  . 
able,  twenty  millions  in  Treasury  notes,  fundable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  Government  in  stock  to  bear  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent. ;  fifteen  millions  in  any  public 
stock  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest ;  Ave  millions  in 
specie ;  and  ten  Millions  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  four  per  cent, 
per  annum ;  the  Government  to  have  the  capacity  to 
borrow  thir^  millions  of  the  bank  at  six  per  cent  in- 
terest ;  the  directors  not  to  be  obliged  to  pay  specie 
until  the  last  payment  on  the  stock  shall  be  completed ; 
and,  upon  the  petition  of  the  directors,  the  Government 
may  introduce  any  regulation  which  shall  be  thought 
proper  in  regard  to  the  specie  payments  of  the  bank; 
the  subscriptions  to  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in 
April,  at  which  time  the  first  payment  of  one-fifUk  of 
the  whole  amount  of  subscription  shall  be  payable,  and 
the  remaining  four-fifths  in  four  quarter  yearly  in- 
stalments ;  tbs  bank  to  go  into  operation  as  soon  as 
twenty  millions  are  thus  paid  in.  The  directors  fi>r 
the  first  year  are  named  in  the  bill.] 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  stating  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report,  ot  the  5ih  of 
February,  1814,  so  far  as  the  same  have  bee^  com- 
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pleted,  are  fully  detailed  ia  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated  the 
6th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  state- 
ments therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  hy  the  select 
committee ;  and  the  amendment  having  been  dis- 
agreed tOj  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

Tha  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  wasrpostponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief  of  tne  Anacosta 
Bridge  Company;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  David 
Darden :"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  February  7. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  David  Darden,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour, Talbot,  and  Vabnum,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bilL  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Anacosta  Bridge  Company,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Direct- 
ors of  the  Washington  BridgcT Company,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  Colleffe  of  Geo^aXown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia." 

On  moxioD,  by  Mr.  GoLDaBoaouoH,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
ffsport  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  GoLDSBORonisiH,  Fro- 
lUNTiH,  and  HoRsvT,  were  appointed  the  com- 
iiHtiee. 

Mr.  Brown,  i^om  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  several  memorials  from  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  reported 
•  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  manner  of. contracts  and  pur- 
chases in  the  Navy  Department,  and  fur  promo- 
ting economy  therein,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 


was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  suj^port  of  Government  for 
the  year  1815,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mfr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and 
organized  by  any  State,  to  serve  in  lieu  of  the 
militia  thereof,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffei^d 
by  earthquakes,"  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  committee 
appointed  on  so  much  of  the  President's  Massage 
as  relates  to  military  affairs,  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  suitable  number  of  veterinary 
surgeons,  to  be  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase of  a  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells  (^  others," 
together  with  the  afaiendments  reported  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  the  amendments  havins^ 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  biU 
to  the  House  accordingly.  On  the  question. 
Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Kerr  presented  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
Boilevin,  praying  reimbursement  for  certain  pro- 
perty destroyed  by  the  Indians,  as  slated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Kerr,  Giles,  and 
Anderson,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  tne  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Perkins,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 


Wednesday,  February  8. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  it  was  agreed 
that  a  member  be  added  to  the  coounittee  ap- 
pointed ajgreeably  to  the  83d  rule  for  condueting 
ousineas  in  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Mr.  Blbosob  ; 
and  Mr.  Barry  was  appointed. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH,  from  the  commiUee  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  sub« 
sisting  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  commissaries  of 
subsistence;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
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Bank  of  the  UoiCed  States  (mtroduced  by  Mr. 
Babbour)  was  read  a  second  time. 

A  motioQ  was  made  by  Mr.  Giles  to  refer  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee. 

On  this  motion  a  wide  debate  took  place.  The 
argament  for  reference  was,  the  usage  in  such 
casesy  where  a  bill  was  introduced  by  an  indi- 
vidual member;  the  argument  against  it  was, 
that  thoueh  the  biil  was  recently  introduced  by 
an  iadiyidual  member,  the  subject  was  one  which 
had  been  widely  discussed  and  was  well  under- 
stood by  every  member. 

The  motion  to  commit  the  bill  was  negatived, 
18  to  16. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  consideratieB  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  confine  the  stock  (payable  on  ac- 
count of  subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the  bank) 
to  such  stock  as  should  be  hereafter  created. 

After  an  animated  and  interesting  debate,  this 
motion  was  negatived— for  the  motion  15,  against 
it  18,  as  follows: 

Ymab — Messn.  Btown,  Fromentin»  GaiUaid,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Goldsborongh,  Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  King, 
Kerr,  Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells.  . 

Naxb— Measn.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,^ 
Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Howeli,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Rob-' 
erU,  Smith,  Tail,  TaRwt,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum, 
and  Wharton. 

Tborsdat,  February  9. 

The  bill  brought^up  yesterday  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Pbesidbmt  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  com- 
prehending contracts  made  by  him  in  the  year 
1814,  and  those  made  by  the  Commissary  Gene- 
ral in  the  same  vear,  in  compliance  with  '*An 
act  concerning  public  contract?,"  passed  the  21st 
April,  1818 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Weils  and  others," 
hartng  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engroeeed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Ruclved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  ameiidments. 

The  biU  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  spir- 
its distilled,  and  certain  ^oods,  wares,  and  mer- 
ehandise,  manufactured  within  the  United  States, 
was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  blanks  were  filled ; 
and  the  bill  was  amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

BeBohed^  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties 
on  spirits  distilled,  and  certain  ^oods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manafactured  within  the  United 
States,  on  the  exportation  thereof  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place." 

Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of  Qould  Hoyt, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  owner  of  the  ship  called 
the  American  Eagle,  praying  indemnification  for 
the  loss  sustained  by  him,  in  consequence  of  the 
illegal  seizure  of  said  ship  by  the  collector  of  the 
liort  of  New  York  \  as  is  stated  in  the  petition ; 


which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  Treasury,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tait.  from,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  coocerning  Matthew  Guy,  John  Wood- 
ward, Samuel  Tennison,  and*  Wilfred  Drury," 
reported  it  with  amendment. 

The  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to 
land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  .was  referred  the  resolution  <K 
the  Senate,  of  the  7(h  instant,  relative  to  the  vet- 
erinary surgeons,  reported  the  following  resolution:  ^ 

Besoived,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  veterinary  surgeons,  to  be  attached  to  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  19th  January,  the  resolution  r^ 
ative  to  compensation  to  individuals  whose  prop- 
erty may  have  been  destroyed  ducing  the  war,  1^ 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  United  Statai^ 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resohedt  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  pro- 
vide by  a  general  law  for  making  compensation  to  in* 
dividuals  whoee  property  may  have  been  destroyed  da- 
ring the  war,  by  the  constituted  authoiitiea-of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  whose  proper^  may  have  been  oconpiad 
for,  or  appropriated  to,  public  porposas. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  ef  the 
National  Bank  bill ;  on  which  there  took  place, 
as  on  yesterday,  much  animated  debate.  Several 
questions  of  amendment  were  proposed,  which 
were  variously  decided. 

The  Senate  did  not  get  through  the  bill  before 
the  adjournment,  which  took  place  at  a  late  hour. 


Fbiday,  February  10. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  making  provision  for 
subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  commissaries  of 
subsistence,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AJairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  6th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain 
claims  for  the  services  of  the  militia;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  nassed  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  btU, 
entitled  ^'Ao  act  in  addition  to  the  act  regulating 
the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  in  which  bill  they 
request  the  concurrance  of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  to  strike  out  of  the 
twelfth  rule,  the  following: 
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**  But  the  nid  coiDontion  shall  be  bound  to  lend  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  reimbursable  at 
their  pleasure,  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  interest 
not  eiceeding  six  per  centum,  per  annum,  in  such 
sums,  and  at  such  periods,  as  may  bo  made  convenient 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  whenever 
any  law  or  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  authorize 
and  require  such  loim  or  loans.'* 

And  to  strike  out,  from  the  eighteenth  rule,  the 
following: 

'<  Until  the  first  Monday  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixteen,  it  shall  not  be  obligatory  on  the  said  cor- 
poration to  pay  its  notes  in  specie,  but  all  the  notes  of 
the  said  corporation,  whether  payable  at  the  seat  of  the 
bank,  in  Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  payable  in 
other  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  or  in  Ireasury 
notes,  at  the  option  of  the  applicant  And  if,  any  time 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  And  the  period  of  one 
year  after  the  termination  of  the  said  war,  demands 
shall  be  made  upon  the  said  corporation  for  gold  or 
•Uver  coin,  to  an  amount  and  under  circumstances 
which  induce  a  reasonable  and  probable  belief  that  the 
specie  capital  may  be  greatly  diminished  or  endangered, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  Congress,  on  the  petition  of 
the  directors,  to  authorize  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  for  such  time  or  times  as  they  may  deem 
proper :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15, 
nays  18,  as  follows : 

Tkab — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborongh,  Gore,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb, 
Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Robinson,  Smith,  Talbo^  Tait»  Turner,  Vamum, 
and  Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Anderson  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordioffly;  and  the 
amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore,  to  insert,  after  "  ap- 
plicant," in  line  216,  the  following  words:  ^^and 
this  authority  of  the  bank  to  pay  its  notes  other- 
wise than  by  specie,  shall  be  expressed  on  such 
notes,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
15,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentint 
Oaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborongh,  Gore,  Hunter> 
Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb, 
Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  Varnum, 
Wells,  and  Wharton. 

On  the  qnestion,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative->-yeas  18,  nays  15,  as 
follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb, 
Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  Vamum,  and 
Wharton. 

Nats— ^Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborongh,  Gore,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 


the 


Saturday,  February  11. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  for  concurrence 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  and 
ment  of  certain  claims  for  the  services  ok 
militia  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Seuate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1815;"  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly.  On  the  question.  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Prbbidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  Oeneral,  of  unproductive  post  roads, 
and  also  a  list  of  contracts  made  in  the  year  1814^ 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AiBfajrs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
*'  An  act  making  provision  for  subsisting  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  by  authorizing  the  appoinl- 
meot  of  commissaries  of  subsistence,"  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  read 
a  third  time;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
pass?  it  was  determined  in\he  affirmative — yeaa 
18,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb» 
Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rob- 
inson, Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum, 
and  Wharton.  ^ 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborongh,  Gore,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be  *<An  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America." 


Mom  DAT,  February  13. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gk>vern- 
ment  for  the  year  1815,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  biU  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amend^. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmenu. 

The  bill,  entitled  "•  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Estabiishment,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  patsed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1815;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and  organized 
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by  any  State,  to  serre  In  lieu  of  the  militia 
thereof." 

On  motioo,  by  Mr.  Smith,  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  od  Military  Affairs,  further  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  directing  the  manner  of  contracts  and  pur- 
chases in  the  Navy  Department,  and  for  promo- 
ting economy  therein  r  aod  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Tait,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late 
county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory, 
who  suffered  by  earthquakes,''  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, which  was  disagreed  to^  and  an  amend- 
ment havin|;  been  agreed  to,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly, 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Perkins ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Biartin,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
confined  in  prison  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States, 
praying  to  be  released  therefrom,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large  in  the  petition;  which  was  read, and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
HuMTBR,  Frombmtin,  and  Brown,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and  others;  and,  no  ameudment  having  been 
agreed  to,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
iQ  the  affirmative— yeas  13,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

TxA8 — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Daggett,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hunter, 
King,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Gondii,  German,  Lacock»  Mor- 
row, Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wharton. 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  0RLEAN8. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Militarv 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  resolutions,  whicn 
were  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Retohedf  by  the  Senaie  and  House  of  Repreeenta- 
Hnee  of  the  Vnited  States  of  America  in  Congress  as^ 
sembkdf  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  given  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and 
thioogh  him  to  the  ofiKcers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular 
army,  of  the  militia,  and  the  volunteers,  under  his  imme- 
diate command,  for  their  uniform  gallantry  and  good 
conduct,  conspicuously  displayed  against  the  enemy 
from  the  time  of  his  landing  before  New  Orleans,  until 
his  finaJ  expulsion  therefrom ;  and  particularly  for 
their  distinguished  gallantry,  dull,  and  good  conduct, 
on  the  8th  of  January  last,  in  repulsing,  vrith  great 
•laughter,  a  numerous  British  army  of  dbosen  veteran 


troops,  when  attempting,  by  a  bold  and  daring  attack, 
to  tUnrm  and  cany  the  works  hastily  thrown  up  for  the' 
defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  by  obtaining  a  most  sig- 
nal and  complete  victory  over  ue  enemy,  with  a  die* 
parity  of  loss,  on  his  part,  unexampled  in  military 
annals. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  causa  to  be  struck  a  gold  medal,  wiUi 
devices  emblematical  of  this  splendid  achievement,  and 
presented  to  Major  General  Jackson,  as  s  testimony  of 
the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the  judicious 
and  dittinguished  part  he  acted  on  this  glorious  and 
memorable  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolution  to  be 
communicated  to  Major  General  Jackson,  in  such 
terms  as  he  may  deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to 
the  objects  thereof 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  following  resolutions,  which  were  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentO" 
lives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  Congress  entertains  a  high  sense  of 
the  patriotism,  fidelity,  zeal,  and  courage,  with  which 
the  people  of  Louisiana  promptly  and  unanimously 
stepped  forth,  under  circumstances  of  imminent  danger 
from  a  powerful  invading  army,  in  defence  of  all  the 
individual,  social,  and  political  rights  held  dear  by  man. 
Congress  declare  and  proclaim,  that  the  brave  Louiri- 
anians  deserve  well  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  generosity,  benevolence,  and  humanly  diimlayed 
by  the  people  of  New  Orieans,  in  voluntarily  affording 
the  best  accommodations  in  their  power,  and  giving  the 
kindest  attentions  to  the  wounded,  not  only  of  our  own 
army,  but  also  to  the  wounded  prisoners  of  a  fidlen 
though  vindictive  foe. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be 
communicated  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Lou-  " 
uiana,  accompanied  with  the  request  that  he  cause  the 
greatest  possible  publicity  to  be  given  to  them  for  the 
information  of  the  whole  people  of  Louisiani^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  quieting 
and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to, 
add  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  provision  for  subsisting  the  Arm^r  of 
the  United  States,  by  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissaries  of  subsistence,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee ;  and,  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  the  following  resolutions,  ^hich 
were  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading : 
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Rmohed,  That  OongrMi  entottdii  •  high  mdm  of 
the  Ttlor  and  good  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Pat- 
teiMn»  of  tho  olBcon,  petty  offlcon,  and  eeamen,  at- 
tached to  hia  comnaad,  for  their  prompt  and  efficient 
oo-operation  with  Qeneral  Jackson  in  the  late  gallant 
and  euooeasful  defence  of  the  city  of  New  Orleane, 
when  asaailed  by  a  powerfel  Britiah  force. 

Senkndt  That  CongreM  entertain  a  high  eenee  of 
the  Talor  and  good  cendnct  of  lifajor  Dani^  Canniek, 
of  the  offieen,  non-commtnioned  offioen»  and  marinev, 
under  hia  command,  in  the  defence  of  the  aaid  dtj,  on 
the  late  memoraUe  occadon. 

Mr.  HoRSBYj  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Buoloedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate*  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativoa, 
to  mquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  the  chambers 
at  present  occupied  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
or  others  in  the  same  building,  to  be  altered  and  fitted 
up  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An 
act  concerning  Matthew  Guy,  John  Woodward, 
Samuel  Tenni8on,aQd  Wilfred  Drury,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Mondvy  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affiraatire — yeaa  14,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Condit,  Daggett, 
i^mentin,  Gaillard,  Ooldsboroogli,  Oore,  King,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  TUmer,  and  Vamum. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  German,  Oaes,  Hnnter,  Kerr, 
Laooek,  Morraw,  Roberts,  Smith,  Wells,  and  Wharton^ 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  and 
payment  of  certain  claims  for  tire  services  of  the 
militia  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further 
.consideration  thereof  waspostponed  to, and  made 
the  order  of  (be  day  for,  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  veterinary  sur- 
geons ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported,  the  9th  instant,  by  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  19tb  Janu- 
ary,  the  resolution  relative  to  compensation  to 
individuals  whose  property  may  have  been  de- 
stroyed during  the  war,  by  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States  \  and  agreed  thereto. 

Tuesday,  February  14. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issu- 
ing of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1815,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Smith,  Kiho,  and  Taylor,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to  Major  Qeneral  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
were  read  the  second  time  and  considered  as  in 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  amended ;  and  the 
President  reported  them  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  these  resolutions  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  hi^h  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  patriotism  and 
good  conduct  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  and 
New  Orleans^  during  the  late  military  oi>eration8 
before  that  city,  were  read  the  second  time  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and, 
having  been  amended,  the  President  reported  them 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  these  resolutions  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained   by  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and 

food  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Patterson, 
lajor  D.  Carmick,  and  of  the  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  under  their  command,  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  were  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  on  the 
question,  Shall  these  resolutions  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county 
of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who 
suffered  b^  earthquakes,  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  provision  for  subsisting  the  army  of  the 
United  States  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
commissaries  of  subsistence,"  were  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

The  bill^  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Perkins,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and  others,  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time. 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  15,  nays  14,  as 
follows : 

Ykas — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  Ftomen- 
tin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Kerr, 
King,  Lambert,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Welb. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Chace,  Condit,  German,  La- 
cock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Talbot,  Tait,  Tay* 
lor,  TuiBor,  VamiuB,  and  Wharton. 

So  it  was  Re$olved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives- 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  th«  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1815,"  with  an 
amendment;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ^'An  act  making  provision  for  clothing 
the  militia  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
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States  f  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  requiring 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
Honse  of  Representatiyes,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  to  give  secoritf  for  the  faithful 
applieation  and  disborsement  of  the  contingent 
foods  of  the  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Representa- 
tires;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 


Wbdnbsdat,  Fobmary  15. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  biH,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision 
for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United  States^  by 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissaries  of 
subsistence,"  was  postponed  to  Mondar  next. 

The  two  bills  brougnt  up  yesterday  for  concur- 
rence were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
ing the  chambers  at  present  occupied  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  or  others  in  the  same  build- 
ing, to  be  altered  and  fitted  up,  for  their  better 
accommodation,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
no  amendment  baring  been  proposed  thereto,  on 
the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
afitrmatire. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  QoTernment  for 
the  year  1815,"  and  concurred  therein. 

On  TOotwo,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  States  was  postponed 
to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Eittablishment." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tayloh,  it  was  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1815,"  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition  of  Michael 
Jones  and  W.  Bond,  the  Register  and  Receiver 
of  Public  Moneys  for  the  district  of  Kaskaskia, 
praying  additional  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices ;  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  the  21st  September  last,  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  resolutions  expressire  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  patriotism  and 
good  conduct  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  and  of 
New  Orleans,  during  the  late  military  operations 
before  that  city,  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  were  read  a  third 
time  as  amended,  and  having  been  farther  amend* 


ed  bv  unanimous  consent,  passed  unanimously, 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  hy  the  Senate  and  Houh  ef  B^ntemda^. 
twee  of  the  United  StateeofAmerieain  Congreee  oa- 
eembled^  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  tha. 
patriotism,  fidelity,  zeal,  and  covrage,  with  which  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  promptly  and  unaoft* 
mously  stepped  forth,  under  ciieomstances  of  imminsii  t 
danger  from  a  powerful  invadtng  army,  in  defimea  of 
all  the  individual,  social,  and  pol&ical  rights,  held  dear 
by  man.  Congress  declare  and  proelaim,  that  te 
brave  Lonisianians  deserve  weU  of  the  whole  people  ef 
the  United  States. 

Reeoivedt  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  off 
the  generosity,  benevolenos^  and  hnmani^,  dinkyed 
by  the  people  of  New  Orleans^  in  voluntarily  afoding 
the  best  accommodations  in  their  power,  and  giving) 
the  kindest  attentions  to  the  wotmded,  not  onfy  of  onr 
own  army,  but  also  to  the  wounded  prisoners  cf  a  van- 
quished foe. 

Beeolvedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be 
communicated  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Lou* 
islans,  accompanied  with  a  request  that  he  cause  the 
greatest  possible  publicity  to  be  given  to  them  for  the 
information  of  the  whole  people  of  Lontriana. 

The  resolutioDs  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and 
£ood  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Fatterson  and 
Major  D.  Carmick,  and  of  the  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines  under  their  command,  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  were  read  a  third 
timei  and  passed  unaoimously,  as  follows: 

Reeokted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Rmeeen^ 
ativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Vongrese 
assembled.  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Pat- 
terson, of  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  seamen,  at> 
tached  to  his  command,  for  their  prompt  and  efficient 
co-operation  with  General  Jackson,  in  the  late  gallant 
and  successful  defence  <^  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
when  assailed  by  a  powerful  British  force. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Major  Daniel  Carmick, 
of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  marines, 
under  hii  command,  in  the  defence  of  the  said  city,  on 
the  late  memorable  occasion. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of*  the  thanks  of. 
Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  were  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed  unanimously,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  os- 
sembied.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  thev 
are  hereby,  given  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and| 
through  lum,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regu» 
lar  army,  of  the  militia,  and  of  the  volunteers  under 
his  immediate  command,  and  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers chsrged  with  the  defence  of  Fort  St  Philip,  for 
their  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  conspicu- 
ously displayed  against  the  enemy,  from  the  time  of 
his  landing  before  New  Orleans  until  his  final  ezpol- 
Ron  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  particulariy  for 
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their  ▼alor,  skill,  and  good  conduct,  on  the  8th  of  Jan- 
vaiy  laat,  in  repuleing,  with  great  slaughter,  a  nume- 
lous  British  army  of  chosen  veteran  troops,  when 
attempting,  by  a  bold  and  daring  attack,  to  storm  and 
carry  the  works  hastily  thrown  up  for  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans,  and  thereby  obtaining  a  most  signal  and 
complete  yictory  over  the  enemy,  with  a  disparity  of 
loss,  on  bis  part,  unexampled  in  military  annals. 

Revived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  re<iueBted  to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold  medal,  with 
devices  emblematical  of  this  splendid  achievement,  and 
presented  to  Major  General  Jackson,  as  a  testimony  of 
the  high  sense  entertained  bv  Congress,  of  his  jndi- 
cions  and  distinguished  conduct  on  that  memorable 
occasion. 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be 
communicated  to  Major  General  Jackson,  in  such 
tenns  as  he  may  deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to 
the  objecu  thereof. 

When  the  above  resolutions  were  aoder  con- 
sideration, Mr.  Brown,  of  Louisiana,  addressed 
the  Chair,  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  Having  the  honor  to  represent 
the  State  which  has  been  the  theatre  of  the 
events  which  it  is  the  object  of  these  resolutions 
to  commemorate,  it  might  be  considered  an  evi- 
dence of  great  insensibility  on  my  part,  did  I  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  my  most  hearty 
approbation  of  them. 

The  reflecting  mind,  in  reviewing  the  eventful 
measures  by  which  the  people  of  Louisiana  have 
been  conducted  from  a  position  of  extreme  peril 
to  a  state  of  perfect  security,  is  irresistibly  led  to 
acknowledge  the  protecting  hand  of  an  all-wise 
and  beneficent  Providence,  whose  dispensations 
it  is  our  duty,  in  grateful  humility^  to  revere. 

The  richest  reward  which  a  nation  can  bestow 
on  its  distinguished  benefaetors,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  unanimous  expression  of  a  nation's  gratitude. 
On  no  occasion  has  the  united  voice  of  national 
feeling  been  more  distinctly  heard,  than  on  that 
which  is  the  subject  of  our  present  deliberations. 
The  measures  adopted  by  General  Jackson  for 
the  protection  of  Louisiana,  and  their  happy  re- 
sults, have  been  succinctly  detailed  in  his  own 
simple,  perspicuous,  and  modest  narrative.  It  is 
not  now  necessary  to  recapitulate  the  facts.  It  is 
enough  that  we -fix  our  admiring  eyes  on  their 
fortunate  results.  If  to  disconcert  tbe  gigantic 
plans  of  the  enemy — to  disappoint  his  extravagant 
expectations — to  humble  his  pride — to  destroy  a 
great  part  of  his  hitherto  invincible  army — to  ex- 
pel them  from  our  soil,  and  save  a  State  to  the 
Union,  and  to  accomplish  all  with  a  comparative 
loss  unexampled  in  military  annals,  can  entitle  a 
brave  general  and  a  gallant  army  to  the  thanks 
of  a  generous  people,  then  arc  General  Jackson 
and  his  followers  entitled  to  the  wreath  prepared 
for  them  by  these  resolutions.  I  shall  not  follow 
the  deliverer  of  Louisiana  through  the  blaze  of 
battle  and  the  shouts  of  victory ;  I  am  not  so  weak 
as  to  believe  that  my  feeble  voice  can  add  lustre 
to  deeds  like  his — ^'  to  de^ds  without  a  name." 
The  tears  of  admiration  and  gratitude  which 
moisten  every  eye  whilst  surveying  scenes  like 


these,  admonish  me,  that  it  is  best  to  indulge  in 
the  silent  sentiment  of  unutterable  joy. 

The  army  of  General  Jackson  was  principally 
composed  of  militia  corps,  a  species  of  force  hith- 
erto not  considered  as  the  most  efficient,  which 
had  been  hastily  collected  from  tbe  States  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory.  It  is  equally  honorable  to  these 
soldiers,  and  to  their  commander,  that  no  Jealous- 
ies or  dissensions  disturbed  the  harmony  of  their 
camp,  and  that  all  united  in  facing  the  loe  with  a 
couraffe,  an  energy,  and  enthusiasm,  rarely  wit- 
nessed in  an  army  of  veteran  troops.  All  were 
animated  by  the  same  soul,  and  the  only  contest 
which  existed  among  them  was,  who  should  be 
foremost  in  the  hour  of  danger. 

The  citizens  of  Kentucky,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  our  present  struggle,  have  obtained  a 
character  so  elevated  for  patriotism  and  devotion 
to  the  best  interests  of  their  country,  that  it  can 
receive  no  additional  lustre  from  any  expressions 
I  can  employ.  The  State  of  Tennessee  has  ex- 
alted claims  to  the  approbation  of  the  nation. 
To  that  State  we  are  indebted  for  the  safety  of 
our  country  when  threatened  by  our  savage 
neighbors,  and  tbe  part  which  her  citizens  have 
acted  on  the  late  ever  memorable  occasion,  will 
afford  to  their  latest  posterity  a  rich  repast  in  the 
page  of  impartial  history.  One-third  of  the  mili- 
tia  of  this  State,  having  no  exposed  frontier  to 
protect,  and  threatened  by  no  immediate  danger, 
cheerfully  left  their  friends  and  their  families  and 
flew  to  the  assistance  of  Louisiana.  Generous 
people !  on  behalf  of  those  you  have  succored  in 
tbe  hour  of  peril,  I  thank  you — from  my  heart  I 
thank  you ! 

Reflect,  Mr.  President,  on  the  rapid  march  of 
General  Coffee  and  his  volunteers  to  Mobile,  to 
Pensacola.  to  New  Orleans,  a  distance  of  more 
than  one  thousand  miles.  Consider  the  difficul-  * 
ties  of  the  route,  and  you  will  admire  the  perse- 
verance of  the  commander,  and  the  patience  and 
discipline  of  his  tioops.  as  much  as  you  will  ap- 
plaud the  undaunted  bravery  they  displayed  on 
the  memorable  eighth  of  January.  See  the  brave 
and  indefatigable  Carroll  descending  the  Missis- 
sippi with  an  army  of  three  thousand  men,  and 
accomplishing  his  voyage  in  a  space  of  time 
considered  too  short  to  enable  the  greedy  specu- 
lator, in  search  of  a  market,  to  conduct  a  single 
ark  to  the  ssme  point  of  destination.  It  is  to  such 
men,  and  to  such  exertions  as  these,  that  Louisi- 
ana is  indebted  for  her  safety,  and  so  long  as  grat- 
itude shall  be  considered  a  virtue,  shall  these 
brave  men  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance. 

On  so  much  of  these  resolutions,  and  other  res- 
olutions now  under  consideration,  as  relate  to  the 
militia  and  people  of  Louisiana,  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  become  me  to  enlarge.  Attached,  as  1 
feel  myself,  to  the  generous  people  of  that  State, 
bj  tbe  recollection  of  a  thousand  proofs  they  hare 
given  me  of  their  kindness  and  confidence,  I  could 
not  profess  to  be  their  impartial  eulogist.  That 
their  conduct  on  the  late  trying  emergency  has 
been  such,  as  not  only  to  fulfil  the  predictions  of 
their  friends,  and  efface  the  unfavorable  prejudices 
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of  those  who  until  now  were  strangerti  to  their 
true  character,  but  also  to  receiye  the  approba- 
tion of  the  natioo,  is  to  me  a  source  of  inexpressi- 
ble pleasare. 

Mr.  President,  I  fondly  hope  that  the  dawn  of 
peace  is  about  to  break  upon  our  beloFed  coon- 
trf.  Cheered  by  its  benignant  rays  we  look  into 
futurity,  and  calculate  the  influence  which  the 
recent  events  at  New  Orleans  may  have  upon  the 
destinies  of  this  nation.  To  foreign  Powers,  the 
lesson  taught  by  them  will  be  full  of  instruction. 
From  the  fate  of  a  powerful  army  invading  a 
portion  of  our  country,  hitherto  considered  the 
most  assailable,  they  will  learo  that  freemen,  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  the  value  of  their  rights, 
and  armed  in  defence  of  their  own  soil,  are  in- 
vincible. At  home,  the  effects  of  these  brilliant 
achievements  will  be  salutary  and  beneficent. 
Should  the  inhabitants  of  any  portion  of  this 
Union,  from  incorrect  sources  of  information, 
have  received  impressions  unfriendly  to  the  ohar* 
acter  of  the  people  of  Louisiana,  let  them  reflect 
on  the  events  of  the  8th  of  January,  and  those 
impressions  will  be  completely  obliterated.  The 
ties  of  interest  and  of  affection,  which  have  long 
attached  the  Western  States  to  Louisiana,  have 
now  be!Come  indissoluble.  The  purple  stream  of 
their  b  est  blood  has  united  and  mmgled  in  the 
same  channel,  and  has  at  once  cemented  their 
onion  and  that  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Fromintin,  of  Louisiana,  addressed  the 
Chair,  as  follows — 

Mr.  President:  The  resolutions  now  under 
consideration  seem  to  call  for  a  few  remarks 
from  those  who  have  the  honor  to  represent  on 
this  floor  the  country  upon  whose  inhabitants  the 
mark  of  signal  favor  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tions is  now  proposed  to  be  conferred.  It  would 
ill  become  me  on  this  occasion  to  affect  a  vain 
modesty,  equally  injurious  to  the  virtues  which 
have  deserved,  and  to  the  generous  discernment 
which  is  going  to  bestow  approbation. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  often  been  called  upon, 
since  the  beginning  of  this  war,  to  give  thanks  to 
the  intrepidity  of  our  military  leaders,  and  the  un- 
daunted bravery  of  their  troops.  We  have  just 
now,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  awarded  the  same 
tribute  to  Jackson  and  to  his  followers.  To  Jack- 
son— this  name  henceforth  wants  none  of  the 
meretricious  epithets  of  courtesy — to  Jackson, 
whose  laurels  on  the  ever  memorable  8th  of  Jan- 
uary will  adorn  the  fairest  page  of  American  mil- 
itary^ history :— to  Jackson,  whose  unheard  of 
adhievements,  having  no  precedents  in  the  past, 
seem  to  bid  defiance  to  the  future.  Through  this 
beloved  General  we  gave  the  same  unanimous 
thanks  to  his  followers.  I  will  not,  sir,  give  them 
the  surname  of  invincibles ;  be  it  enoagh  for  their 
glorv,  that  they  have  proved  to  the  world  that  if, 
until  they  landed  in  Louisiana,  the  soldiers  of 
Lord  Wellington  had  been  unconquered,  they 
were  not  unconquerable. 

Sir,  with  heartfelt  gratitude  I  joined  in  the  vote 
just  given  in  honor  of  those  valiant  men.  Let  us 
now  pass  from  the  review  of  the  brilliant  and  ex- 
terminating virtues  exhibited  on  the  field  of  battle. 


to  the  contemplation  of  the  modest  and  saving 
virtues  exhibited  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

So  far  had  the  campaign  in  Florida  been  pro- 
longed beyond  the  time  contemplated  at  its  be- 
ginning, that  Winter  was  threatening,  before  the 
Tenneraee  militia,  under  General  Coffee,  hastily 
collected  for  a  Summer  expedition,  were  disband- 
ed, to  be  recalled  again  under  the  banners  of  their 
country  before  they  had  reached  their  homes,  in 
order  to  defend  a  distant  State  against  the  invasion 
of  an  enemy  more  numerous  and  more  formida- 
ble than  the  enemy  they  had  snbdued.  So  ardent 
and  so  anxious  was  the  zeal  of  our  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  brethren,  headed  by  Carroll,  Thomas, 
and  Adair,  that,  regardless  of  the  inclemencies  of 
the  approaching  season,  they  listened  to  no  voice 
but  the  voice  of  their  invaded  country ;  they  were 
sensible  of  no  want,  but  the  want  of  meeting  the* 
enemy. 

Already  had  the  Mississippi  received  the  brave, 
who  were  destined  to  add  such  a  celebrity  to  its 
fame ;  already  had  its  rapid  current  brought  them 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  spot  polluted  with 
the  foot  of  an  invading  foe ;  a  more  terrible  enemf 
than  the  one  they  were  ready  to  encounter  had 
nearly  overcome  them. 

Frost,  threatened  in  his  long  enjoyed  empire 
over  the  Northern  Lakes  of  Anierica,  made  an  ef- 
fort in  December  last  to  establish  his  empire  over 
the  month  as  it  has  usurped  it  over  the  head  of 
the  Mississippi.*  Notfarfrom  the  tropics  the  ruth- 
less invader  shook  his  icy  bristles ;  for  a  few  days 
the  mouths  of  our  creexs  were  sealed  up  by  the 
tyrant ;  but  assistance  was  at  hand  from  above. 
This  Winter,  Mr.  President,  was  fertile  with  prod- 
igies. A  genial  sun  had  arisen  in  the  West,  whose 
powerful  and  revivifying  rays  soon  expelled  the 
monster,  and  compelled  him  to  fly  back  to  his  un- 
controlled patrimonial  haunts  in  the  caverns  of 
the  Lakes,  and  in  the  recesses  of  the  wildernesses  of 
Canada— a  forerunner,  Mr.  President,  of  the  fate 
which  in  a  few  days  was  to  befall  his  co-invader 
and  British  ally.  Have  I,  Mr.  President,  in  at- 
tempting to  give  you  an  idea  of  a  natural  phe- 
nomenon in  Louisiana,  given  you  a  true  picture 
of  the  real  scenes  which,  in  the  meantime,  were 
acting  on  that  interesting  theatre  ? 

Yet,  during  the  temporary  reign  of  the  tyrant, 
our  soldiers,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  unpre- 
pared to  withstand  his  attacks,  were  suffering  se- 
verely. Are  those  brave  men  who  have  sacrificed 
everything  to  run  to  the  relief  of  their  distant 
friends,  to  be  doomed  to  fall  a  victim  to  their  own 
generosity?  Forbid  ft  humanity,  forbid  it  pa- 
triotism, forbid  it  gratitude ! 

I  wish,  Mr.  President,  I  had  it  in  my  power  to 
delineate  with  proper  colors  the  interesting  spec- 
tacle which  New  Orleans  exhibited  in  those  dis- 
tressing days.  Not  a  man  unengaged  in  repelling 
the  enemy,  not  a  woman  not  affording  the  mosT 

*It  Is  a  fact,  not  less  true  than  extraordinary,  that,  on 
the  S8d  December  last,  when  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  Northern  Lakes  were  quite  free  from  ice,  the  Bajou 
St  John,  behind  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  was  frozen 
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zealous  anistaace  and  co-operation  in  preparing 
clothing  and  erery  other  necessary  comfort  for 
their  protectors,!  Accompany  me,  Mr.  President, 
within  those  walls,  a  few  days  ago  the  asylum  of 
hundreds  of  young  females,  tau|[ht  by  the  pre- 
cepts and  bjF  the  examples  of  their  pious  and  re- 
spectable mistresses  all  the  virtues  and  all  the 
accomplishments,  which  are  soon  to  be  the  orna- 
ments of  society.  How  changed  is  the  scene ! 
Those  grates,  never  before  opened  but  to  Religion, 
are  dow  thrown  open  for  the  reception  of  sufier- 
ing,  of  bleeding  humanity  !  Under  the  pious  di- 
rection of  their  respectable  religious  chief,  the 
nunnery  of  New  Orleans  is  converted  into  an  hos- 
pital for  our  sick  and  wounded !  The  holy  flame 
spreads  with  rapidity  1  Every  soldier  in  a  distant 
land  has  found  a  brother !  Every  sick  individual 
has  found  a  family  I 
Mr.  President,  1  rejoice,  that  the  resolution  re- 

gorted  by  the  honorable  Cnairman  of  the  Military 
Committee  embraces  the  cashes  I  have  briefly 
alluded  to.  Sir :  Valor  is  the  natural  growth  of 
every  clime  of  this  extensive  empire.  Even  in 
the  very  few  actions  during  this  war  in  which 
victory  did  not  perch  on  our  banners,  as  evinced 
by  a  late  celebrated  case  connected  with  the  cap* 
ture  of  this  city,  scrutinizing  justice  has  pro- 
nounced that  examples  of  conspicuous  individual 
bravery  have  not  been  wanting.  I  shall  always 
be  proud  of  the  opportunity  afforded  to  pay  to 
courage  the  just  tribute  due  to  it  by  a  grateful 
people.  But,  when  it  is  right  thus  to  encourage 
valor,  can  it  be  wrong  to  encourage  hum&nity  ? 
Valor,  Humanitv— Inseparable  sisters  1  The 
first  has  delivered  our  country  from  an  invading 
foe — the  second  has  healed  the  wounds  of  9,  bleed- 
ing friend,  and  of  a  bleeding  enemy — since  no 
longer  with  arms  in  their  hands,  to  be  treated  as 
a  friend.  Both  united  will  continue  to  secure  to 
our  arms  the  favor  of  an  avenging  and  merciful 
God,  and  will  wrest  from  a  vanquished  enemy, 
and  obtain  from  an  admiring  world,  the  ap])lause 
due  to  a  conqueror  terrible  in  battle — in  victory 
merciful. 

Thubsoat,  February  16. 

Mr.  Lacock  from  the  committee  to  wbom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MoARow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  regulating 
the  sale  of  certain  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Saltus,  Son,  and  Company,  merchants  of  the 
city  of  New  York,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment:  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  division  and  sale  of  certain 
open  squares  in  said  citv,  a»  stated  in  the  peti^ 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com-f 


mittee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Bibb,  Barbour,  Sxith,  Dagobtt,  and  Chaob, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah 
Coolidge  and  James  Burnham,"  in  which  bill 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barbopr,  from  the  committee  to  whooi 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  David  Dardeo," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increase 
ing  the  salary  of  the  Sergeant-at-Armsof  the  Sen- 
ate, with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Lacock,  ANnERSoM,  and  Barbour,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Varnuh  presented  the  petition  of  WilUaoi^ 
Malcom  and  others,  owners  of  the  privateer  Wash* 
ington,  praying  the  United  States  to  release  their 
claim  to  certain  prizes  captured  by  them,  as  stated* 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ofcaue* 
ing  the  chambers  at  present  occupied  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  or  others  in  the  same  build- 
ing, to  be  altered  and  fitted  up,  for  the  better  ac- 
commodation of  the  two  Houses,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  HoRser,  FROMBirrm^ 
and  QoLUBBOROuoH,  be  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Frioay,  February  17. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was' 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Shinnick,  and  Shoultz  and  Vogeler,  of 
Christian  Chapman,  and  the  legal  representative 
of  John  Caler.  deceased,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Resohtdt  That  the  Committee  on  Military  hSunt 
be  instructed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  reducing  the 
Militaiy  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  with  att- 
tboriry  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Retohedj  That  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  aa 
relates  to  naval  afikirs,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
what  provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  pro- 
tecting the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  any  of  the  Barbary  Powers. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  increasing 
the*  compensation  allowed  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
of  the  Senate;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  btU,  entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  the 
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issaitt{^  of  Treasnry  notes  fbr  the  service  of  the 
year  1815,'' reported  it  with  amendmeots.  which 
were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mn  Qiles,  th«  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  billy  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sal- 
tiuk  Son,  and  Company,  merchants,  of  the  city 
of  New  York/'  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Uriah  Coelidge  a^d  James  Barn^m,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  rafenred  to  the  Committee 
on  NaTal  Aflbirs.  to  consider  and  report  thereof. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^A«  act  requiring  the  Seere- 
tafy  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Houee  oi 
Represent Btives,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
St&tes,  to  give  security  for  the  faithful  applica- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  contingent  funds  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,''  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  provision  for 
clothing  the  militia  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia)  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  the  consideratioa  of  the  bill|  entitled  ^*An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreaeatfttives  of 
David  Darden." 

On  theqnestioo,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  ?  it  wae  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the 
bill  was  lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  ta  authorize 
the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain  claims  for 
the  services  of  the  mtUtia ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  timet 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the 
right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana  Territory," reported 
it  with  amendments. 


Mr*  KiNO)  from  the  eomimttee  to  whom 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additionral  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,  and  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties 
on  household  furniture^  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches,"  reported  it  with  an  additional  amend- 
meot. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  o(  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Smith  and  Bratton 
Caldwell;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mir.  Dama  submitted  the  following  motiop : 

Uemhed,  Thai  the  committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ftnad  certain  MsisagM  of  the  Proadsnt  of  the  United 
I.  oanoeraittg  foaeign  rdationa,  be  inalraeled  (o 


inqufare  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision'  by 
law  to  release  aH'or  any  clsims  of  the  United  States  to 
penalties  or  forfeitares,  under  acts  which  have  imposed 
prohibitions  or  temporary  restrictions  on  oommercial 
mtereoarse,  and  to  discontinne  all  prosecutions  there^ 
for,  upon  payment  of  costs  legally  incurred. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire,  whether  the  act  for  establishing  trading- 
hotiaes  with  the  Indian  tribes,  w^ieh  will  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congressi 
ought  not  to  be  coattnoed  in  force  for  a  farther 
term. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  MoRftOw,  Andersou, 
and  Barry,  be  the  committee. 

ILLEGAL  SEIZURE  OF  A  VESSEL. 

The  Presidbnt  conrmunicated  the  report  ni 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
on  the  petition  of  Qould  Hoyt,  referred  to  him  by 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant;  and 
the  report  was  read.  It  is  as  follows : 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  the  petition 

of  Oould  Hoyt  was  referred  by  a  resolution  of  the 

Senate,  passed  the  9th  of  February,  1815,  having 

considered  the  same,  in  obedience  to  that  resolntiony 

has  the  honor  to  report : 

That  the  petition  eontaias  various  allegations  which- 
ure  not  supported  by  any  evidence  that  is  either  pre* 
dnoed  by  the  petitioner,  or  posseved  by  the  Treasory 
Department :  and  that  it  oontaine  various  coiaplaial% 
whieh  are  either  founded  upon  such  impeifectiona  of 
the  jadioial  institutions  of  the  United  States  as  cannot 
oonatitate  the  peeoliar  grievance  of  the  petitioner,  or 
upon  such  conduct  in  the  public  officers  of  the  district 
of  New  York  as  would,  it  is  believed,  receive  6em 
them  a  satisfactory  explanation,  were  an  opportunUj 
afforded  for  that  parpose. 

That,  under  these  circumstances,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  presumes  that  he  shall  best  discharge  hiv 
duty  to  the  Senate  by  stating  the  fiicts  of  the  case  re^ 
fenred  to  him,  according  to  the  evidence  which  is  in 
his  own  possession*  without  dwelling  upon  the  alleg** 
tioneof  the  petition. 

That*  in  the  year  1809,  the  United  States  and 
France  were  at  peace.  The  island  of  St  Domingo,  a 
colony  of  France,  had  declared  itself  independent;  and* 
after  successive  changes  in  its  form  of  Government^ 
two  rival  ehiefi^  Chrbtophe  and  Petton,  claimed  the 
sovereignty.  But  France,  in  constant  and  decisive 
terms,  asserted  her  parent  right  to  the  colony ;  and 
the  American  (jh>vernment,  so  for  from  recognising 
tlie  independence  of  St.  Domingo,  had  passed  two 
laws  prohibiting  all  intercourse  with  such  parts  of  the 
island  as  were  in  possession  of  the  revolted  subjects  of 
France.  The  violation  of  those  laws,  on  several  occa< 
sions,  had  been  the  cause  of  great  inconvenience  to 
the  United  States. 

That  it  was  the  policy  of  the  American  Government 
to  avoid  all  participation  in  the  conffict  between  France 
and  her  colony,  as  well  as  in  the  conflict  between  the 
native  competitors  for  the  sovereignty  of  St.  Domingo; 
and,  therefore,  whatever  might  be  the  indulgence 
diewn  to  a  mere  commercial  intaroourse  with  thai 
island,  after  the  espuwtion  of  the  acU  of  Congresa, 
which  ezpienly  prohibited  it,  the  Government  never 
ceased  to  watch  with  particular  attention  any  equip- 
menta  in  the  porte  of  the  Uni*^  otatea,  ^hich  were 
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apparently  destined  to  increase  the  militarj  meane  of 
either  of  the  parties  to  the  insular  war,  or  which  might 
be  directed  by  the  Government  of  the  island  against 
the  Government  of  France.  The  United  States  being 
at  peace  with  all  the  world  in  the  year  1809,  there 
could  hardly  be  a  pretext  for  such  equipments,  with  a 
▼iew  to  the  protection  of  American  commerce ;  and 
the  armament  of  the  American  merchant  vessels  had 
not  been  authorized  by  law. 

That  the  ship  American  Eagle,  which  furnishes  the 
subject  of  the  petition  under  consideration,  appears  to 
have  been  a  large  frigate-built  ship,  formerly  called  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  captured  by  the  Frendi  from 
the  British,  and  sold  by  the  captors  to  American  dti- 
sens.  On  the  18th  of  November,  1809,  information 
was  officially  g^ven  to  the  Treasury  Department,  that 
"this  ship  had  been  for  some  time  repairing  at  New 
Torli,  end  was  then  nearly  completed  in  the  very  best 
manner,  and  pierced  for  thirty-six  guns ;  that  conjec- 
tures were  various;  that  the  object  in  view  could  not 
be  discovered;  but  that  some  illicit,  some  forced  trade 
was  no  doub^  in  view."  On  the  — —  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1809,  further  information  was  officially  given  to 
the  TreasuiT  Department,  that  **  a  vessel  ha^  lately 
arrived  at  Norfolk  with  a  cargo  of  coffee,  under  Swe- 
dish colors,  which  was  said  to  belong  to ,  of  New 

York;  that  the  vessel  was  the  schooner  Gustavus, 

Captain' ,  or ,  master,  (for  there  were  said  to 

be  two  captains  on  board ;)  that  she  went  in  under  a 
plea  of  distress,  but  was  supposed  to  have  only  sought 
an  opportunity  of  waiting  for  orders  from  the  owners 
or  consignees ;  that  the  cargo  was  said  to  be  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Government  of  Port-au-Prince,  and  de- 
eigiied  to  form  the  funds,  in  part,  for  the  payment  of 
the  American  Eagle,  a  large  ship  understood  to  be  fit* 
ting  out  at  New  York  for  SulX  Government,  and  nearly 
ready  for  sea.'* 

That,  on  receiving  these  communications^  (which 
were  corroborated  by  publications  in  the  newspapers,) 
a  letter  was  addressed  from  this  Department  to  the 
collector  of  New  York,  dated  the  12th  of  December, 
1609,  stating  the  information  *'  that  the  ship  American 
Eagle  was  fitting  out  for  Petion,  who  had  purchased 
her,"  and  observing  *<  that  if  that  be  the  fact,  the  Pres- 
ident directed  her  departure  to  be  stopped,  as  embraced 
by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  June,  1794,'^  prohibiting  ar- 
maments within  the  United  States,  in  violation  of  their 
neutrality.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  any  act  was 
done,  in  pursuance  of  this  authority,  conditionally  given 
to  the  collector  of  New  York. 

That,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1810,  further  informa- 
tion was  officially  given  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
that  '<  since  the  letter  of  the  12th  of  December,  1809, 
the  ship  American  Eagle  had  very  little  done  until 
then,  when  twenty  or  thirty  men  were  employed,  and 
there  was  every  appearance  of  soon  getting  the  ship 
ready  for  sea."  And  the  answer  to  this  information 
was  given  on  the  27th  of  April,  1810,  « that  if  any 
ntisfoctory  evidence  could  be  obtained  of  the  ship's 
being  intended  to  commit  hostilities  against  a  frienaly 
Power,  or  for  any  other  illegal  purpose,  she  ought  to 
be  detained  ;  but,  if  no  such  proof  can  be  had,  the  ves- 
sel must  then  be  watched,  and  not  suffered  to  arm,  or 
carry  any  military  stores  in  her  hold." 

That  to  these  official  communications,  and  the  public 
notices  of  the  gazettes,  it  appears  the  Minister  of 
France,  in  June,  1810,  added  *'  his  remonstrances  re- 
specting the  armament  of  the  American  Eagle,  which 
he  stated  to  be  destined  for  one  of  the  black  chiefs  of 
St.  Domingo;  and  that  the  agent  who  superintended 


the  armament  was  an  ancient  secretary  of  a  General 
of  Brigade,  named  La  Plume,  formerly  commanding 
officer  at  Aux  Cayes."  On  the  26th  of  June,  this  in- 
formation was  communicated  to  the  collector  of  New 
York ;  and  that  officer  replied,  that  '*  he  would  omit 
no  legal  step,  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Treasury  Department."  But,  in  a  letter  from  Uiis 
Department,  dated  the  29th  of  June,  1810,  a  more 
particular  direction  was  given,  and  the  collector  was 
required  critically  to  investigate  every  dreumstance 
relative  to  the  ship,  to  consult  with  the  district  attor- 
ney, and,  if  it  could  be  legally  done,  to  prevent  her 
departure;  for  her  equipment,  and  the  information' 
given  by  both  the  collector  of  Baltimore  an^  the  French 
Minister,  created  a  strong  presumption  that  she  was 
intended  for  one  of  the  St  Domingo  Mack  chiefo ;  a 
destination  not  only  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  but  directly  contravening  ^e  laws  of 
nations,  and  forbidden  by  the  third  and  fifth  sections 
of  the  act  of  the  6th  of  June,  1794."  It  was  added, 
that  *'  the  safest  way,  if  the  district  attorney  concurred, 
would  be  to  libel  the  ship  under  the  third  section  of  the 
act ;  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  ex- 
pressly recommended  that  every  exertion  be  used  to 
detect  and  prevent  such  gro^e  violation  of  their  laws 
and  neutrality." 

That,  on  the  dOth  of  June,  1810,  the  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  having,  with  the  inimectors  of  the 
customs,  examined  the  ship  American  Eagle,  in  pur- 
suance of  orders  from  the  collector,  reported,  «  that 
there  was  on  board  a  person  who  said  his  name  was 
John  Howard,  at  present  master  of  the  vessel,  and  had 
been  in  that  capacity  at  least  six  months  lest  past; 
that,  upon  interrogating  Captain  Howard,  he  stated 
that  the  ship  was  owned  by  James  Gillespie,  merchant 
of  New  York,  by  whom  he  was  employed  as  master, 
to  superintend  repairing  the  ship,  which  he  had  done 
till  January  last,  at  which  time  she  was  nearly  finished, 
when  Gillespie  sold  her  to  Hoy  t  dt  Tom,  under  whose 
orders  he  now  acted,  and  has  acted  since  they  became 
owners.  He  did  not  know  how  or  where  the  ship  was 
to  be  employed ;  the  only  persons  belonging  to  the  ship 
were  himself,  Mr.  Mooney,mate,  and  two  or  three  sea- 
men ;  that  the  surveyor  proceeded  to  search  the  ship 
throughout,  when  (as  near  as  could  be  ascertained)  she 
had  on  board  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  banels  of 
salted  provisions,  twenty  hogsheads  of  shipbread,  and 
one  hundred  hogsheads  of  water,  with  a  complete  set 
of  stone  ballast;  neither  guns,  small  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, nor  other  implements  of  war,  were  found  on 
board ;  she  had  a  thorough  repair  from  her  keel  up, 
with  new  copper,  new  masts,  rigging,  and  sails ;  the 
latter  all  upon  the  yards ;  that  the  ship  was  calculated 
to  carry  twenty-four  guns  on  her  main  deck,  and  four- 
teen on  her  upper  deck ;  that  her  repairs  and  outfits^ 
all  together,  were  in  a  man-of-war  style;  and  that 
nothing  was  wanting  to  send  the  ship  to  sea  (if  she 
went  without  guns)  but  a  complement  of  seamen." 

That,  under  all  these  circumstances,  the  collector  of 
New  York  was  informed,  by  a  letter  from  this  Depart- 
ment, dated  the  6th  of  July,  1810,  that  "  in  the  opinion 
of  the  President,  the  ship  American  Eagle  ought  to  be 
immediately  seized  and  libelled,  as  being  fitted  out  for 
illegal  purposes,  unless  the  owner  should  give  satisfiie- 
tory  proof  of  the  contrary."  But  neither  at  the  time 
of  the  survey,  nor  at  any  antecedent  or  subsequent 
time,  nor  in  the  petition  under  immediate  considera- 
tion, has  it  appeared  (so  far  as  the  evidence  is  possessed 
by  this  Department)  for  what  voyage  the  ship  American 
Eagle  was  actually  equipped  and  provided  in  the  i 
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ner  wludi  the  soirey  descnbas,  if  the  intention  were 
not  to  proiecnte  the  voyage  to  St.  Domingo,  for  the 
pmpoee  of  delivering,  her  to  Petion,  the  aeserted  owner. 

lliat,  in  pureaance  of  the  initraetions  which  have 
been  itated,  the  ship  American  Eagle  wai  seized  on  the 
10th  day  of  Joly,  1810,  and  was  libelled  in  the  district 
eourt  The  indispoeition  of  the  district  judge  appears 
to  have  suspended  all  the  business  of  that  court  for  a 
oonsiderable  period ;  and  owing  entirely,  it  is  believed, 
to  that  cauM,  the  case  of  the  American  Eagle  was  not 
tried  and  decided  until  the  34th  of  August,  1812.  The 
court  acquitted  the  vessel,  ordered  her  to  be  restored 
to  Gould  Hoyt,  the  claimant,  and  also  refused  to  certify 
that  there  was  reasonable  cause  for  the  seizure.  The 
vessel  remained  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal  from  the 
time  of  the  seizure  until  the  decision.  Mr.  Hoyt  has 
since  brought  an  action  against  the  seizing  officers,  in 
the  capreme  court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the 
damages  sustained  by  the  seizure  and  detention,  which 
action  is  still  depending.  It  is  thought  to  be  irregular 
and  improper,  under  these  oircumstancei^  to  state  the 
opinion  of  the  distritt  attorney  as  to  the  probable  issue 
of  the  action. 

That  repeated  overtures  have  been  made  to  this 
Department  by  Mr.  Hoyt  for  a  settlement  or  compro- 
mise of  his  claim  for  damages  against  the  officers  who 
seized  the  ship  American  Eagle,  upon  the  presumption 
that  they  are  eventually  to  be  indemnified  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. But  there  was  no  power  in  the  Department 
to  adopt  either  the  mode  proposed  for  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  the  damages,  or  the  mode  proposed  for 
liquidating  that  amount  when  ascertained. 

That,  upon  the  same  presumption  of  an  eventual 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  Mr.  Hoyt 
has  presented  thepetidon  under  consideration  to  Con- 
gress \  in  which  he  states,  that  "  he  would  be  well 
satisfied  to  obtain  for  the  vessel  the  monev  that  she  has 
actually  cost  him,  (computed  atone  hundred  thousand 
dollars,)  vrith  charges  and  interest,  in  full  satisfaction 
Ibv  any  claims  he  may  have  on  aoeount  of  the  seizure.*' 
He  concludes,  however,  with  praying  **  that  the  proper 
officen  of  the  Government  may  be  authorized  to  pur- 
chase the  said  ship  upon  such  terms  wt  to  Congress 
may  seem  proper ;  or  that  he  may  have  such  rel^  in 
the  premises  as  in  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  seem 
meet.'' 

Upon  this  general  view  of  the  case,  the  following 
considerations  arise : 

1.  Whether  any,  and  what,  damages  will  probably 
be  recovered  in  the  suit  against  the  seizing  officers  1 

!t.  Whether  the  seizing  officers  are  to  be  eventually 
indemnified  by  the  Government  1 

8.  Whether  the  damages,  if  the  payment  shall  be 
now  assumed  by  Congress,  ought  to  be  assessed  by  a 
jniy,  by  arbitrators,  or  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury! 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 


BatdrdaT)  February  18. 

Mr.VARiinM,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mili- 
lia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  making  provision  for  clothing  the  militia 
tailed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,''  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  John  Froth- 
ingham  and  Arthur  Tap|Min,  merchants,  of  Bos- 
ton, stating  that  they  are  native  citizens  of  the 


United  States,  and  were  residing  in  Montreal,  for 
the  purpose  of  trade,  at  the  time  war  was  de- 
clared between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, at  which  time  they  returned  to  the  United 
States,  and  removed  a  part  of  their  merchandise ; 
and  praying  to  be  relieved  from  penalties  in- 
curred by  the  violation  of  the  non-importation 
laws,  in  consequence  of  their  withdrawing  their 
effects  from  Canada ;  and  the  petitions  were  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  ana 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Gore,  Anderson,  and  Smith,  were  appointed 
the  committee.  • 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  continue 
in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  In- 
dian tribes;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell,'^  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Coolidge  and 
James  Burnham,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment," reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  17ih 
instant,  by  Mr.  Dana,  instructing  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe* 
dieocy  of  making  provision  by  law  to  release 
certain  claims  of  the  United  States;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  quieting  and 
adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  nnaoi- 
mously  passed  the  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson, 
and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their  eal* 
laotry  and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  with  amendments;  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re** 
lief  of^Edward  Halloweil;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  granting  and  securing  to  Anthony  Shane 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  State  of  Ohio;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled '|An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  (or  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintainiog  the 
public  credit,  bv  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims  for  the  services  of  the 
militia,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Committee  on 
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Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inqoire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealins  any  act  or  acts  respect- 
ing the  flotilla  eslablisnmenr;  with  leave  tore- 
port  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Babbour  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Beached,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statce  be 
requested  to  cause  mn  experienced  engineer  and  naval 
officer  to  explore  the  Chesapeake  bay,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  most  convenient  harbor  in  the  said 
bay,  for  the  reception  of  ships  of  war  of  the  largest 
class ;  and  that  they  particularly  ascertain,  whether  it 
be  practicable  to  estnhlish  a  convenient  harbor  at  the 
Chesapeake,  on  the  middle  ground,  and  the  probable 
amount  which  may  be  necessary  to  place  such  harbor 
in  the  most  respectable  posture  of  defence. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  committee  (o  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  author- 
izing the  discbarge  of  Edward  Martin  from  im- 
prisonment; and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  reso- 
lutions expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Major  General  Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  his 
command^  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
ia  the  defence  of  New  Orleans ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Smith,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
00  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eooaideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  sale  of  certain  reserved  sections 
of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio;"  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So 
the  bill  was  lost. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  repealing 
all  acta,  or  parts  of  acts,  laying  additional  duties 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  in 
the  ships  or  vessels  of  such  foreign  nations  as 
ahall  agree  to  admit,  into  their  ports,  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  such  ports,  on 
board  of  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States. 
Messrs.  Smith,  Taylor,  Bibb^  Huntsr,  and  King, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick,  and  Shoultz 
and  Yogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  le- 
gal representative  of  John  Calef,  deceased  ;"  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Law 
and  others,  citizens  of  the  City  of  Washington, 
praying  the  division  and  sales  of  certain  open 
squares  in  the  said  city,  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Taylor  gave  notice,  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  Gould  Hoy  t  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition,  together  with  the  report 


of  the  Secretary  for  the  Depanment  of  the  Trea- 
sary  thereon,  made  the  17th  iaatant.    • 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Commiuee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  William  Maleom  and  others,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  17th  instant,  bjr  Mr.«  Smith,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  Militarv  Affairs  to 
consider  the  proprietv  of  reducing  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expeases  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  piiUic  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  asaessing  and  OQlieciing  the 
same ;"  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  aet  lo  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  exptoaefr  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  pablie  eredit, 
by  laying  duties  on  hoasebojd  fariHtave,  and  on 
Ifold  and  silver  watehea,''  together  with  the  addi- 
tional amendment  reported  thereto  bjr  the  select 
eommittee:  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment, the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  lime  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  tiie  United 
States,  to  give  security  for  the  faithful  appiiention 
and  disbursement  of  the  oonliogeAt  funds  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Reprseentativea,  was  re- 
siuBed,as  in  Canmitteeof  the  Whole;  and  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  increasing  the  compensation  allowed 
the  Bergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  and  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varmum,  the  militia  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  representatives  of  the  religious  Society  of 
Friends,  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Dela- 
ware, respecting  the  rights  of  conscienoa,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Monday,  February  20. 

Mr.  GobDSBOiiouGH,  from  the  Library  Commit- 
tee, made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  GhiLDBBOBonoH,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  a  library  room,  and  for 
transporting  the  library  lately  porchased  from 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Blsq.,  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major 
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Geoeni  Jaeksoo,  and  the  croops  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  gallaoirf  and  gtiod  coodQct  in  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,  reported  an  agreement 
therein,  in  part.    Whereapon, 

Ruolvedj  That  the  Senate  do  concur  in  so 
much  of  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  to  the  said  resolutions^  as  proposes  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  immediate,"  m  the  third  line 
of  the  first  resolution  ;  and  that  they  disagree  to 
the  residue  of  the  said  amendment. 
MMr.  GiLBS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military. 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  repeal  pertain  aets  therein  meationed ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  aeooad 
r^adioz. 

Mr.HoRBET,  from  the  joint  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  biil  for  the  bet* 
ter  tempoiary  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses 
of  CoBgresa;  and  the  blii  was  read j  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiurs,  reported  a  bill  ft  repeal  certain  acts  con- 
cerning the  flotilla  service;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smits,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  seyeral  acts  imposing  duties  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships,  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
as  imposes  a  discriminating  dutv  on  tonna^  be- 
tween foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
Sutes,  and  between  goods  imported  iato  the  Uni- 
ied  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  resseis  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tat  LOB  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  cer- 
tain claimants  of  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory;" and  the  bxU  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Lamb,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  Sute  of 
South  Carolina,  owner  of  the  American  bi^iff 
Langdon  Cheves,  stating  that  the  said  vessel, 
with  her  cargo,  were  libelled  and  coiidemned,  by 
a  decree  of  the  district  eourtof  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  Rhode  Island;  an4  praying 
vesutution  thereof,  for  reasoas  stated  at  large  » 
the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
adeet  eiMEim«ttee,  to  oonsider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  oiherwiae;  and  Mesevs.  Tatlor,  Dana, 
ao4i  BwB,  were* appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  18th.  by  Mr.  Barboor,  relative 
to  establishing  a  naval  harbor  in  the  Chesai>eake 
Bay,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Barbour,  Smith,  and  Kino, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  increasing  the  compensation  allowed 

the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  having  been 

reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 

was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  ^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Betolvedf  Tmu  a  committee  be  appointed  to 


consider  what  privileges  should  be  secured  by 
law  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  preferable 
to  foreign  subjects,  in  navigation ;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other* 
wise. 

Orderedy  That  Messrs.  Dana,  Smith,  Gore, 
Hunter,  and  King,  be  the  committee. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  U|)on  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same ;"  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on 

told  and  silver  watches."  having  been  reported 
y  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  requiring  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  Hou^e  of 
Representatives,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  ^ve  security  for  tne  faithful  applica- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  contingent  funds  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  hill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited 
time  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  establishing 
trading^houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read 
the  second  time.  * 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  o(  Ed- 
ward Hallowell.  was  read  the  second  time,  jand 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Hoaset, 
and  Lacock,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  granting  and  secur- 
ing to  Anthony  Shane  the  right  of  the  Untied 
States  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  St«ie  of  Ohio^" 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  lo  the 
committee  to  wiiom  was  referred,  on  the  21st  of 
September,  the  aiemorial  of  the  Legislatnte  of 
the  Indiana  Territory,  to  coasidier  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Bdward 
Martin  from  imprisonment  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  making  ajppropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  the  year  1815,"  to  consider  and 
report  thereon.  , 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  autboriaa 
a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Turmbr,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coinmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  quieting[ 
and  adjusting  claims  to  land  fn  the  Mississippi 
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Territory;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Dagqett,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes, 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1815,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments, the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  Indiana," 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  Isaac  Smith  and 
Bratton  Caldwell  had  leave  to  withdraw  their 
papers. 

TREATY  OP  PEACE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  SeruOe  and  Howe  of 

IUpre$entativee  oftheVniied  States. - 

I  lay  before  Gongresp  copies'  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
and  Amity  between  the  United  States  and  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  which  was  signed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  both  parties  at  Ghent,  on  the  24th  of  De- 
cember, 1814,  and  the  rati%ations  of  which  have  been 
duly  exchanged. 

While  performing  this  act,  I  congratulate  you,  and 
our  constituents,  upon  an  event  which  is  highly  hon- 
orable to  the  nation,  and  terminates,  with  peculiar 
felicity,  a  campaigik  signalized  by  the  most  brilliant 
successes. 

The  late  war,  although  reluctantiy  declared  by  Con- 
gress, had  become  a  necessary  resort  to  assert  the  rights 
and  independence  of  the  nation.  It  has  been  waged 
with  a  success  which  is  the  natural  result  of  the  wis- 
dom of  the  LegislatiTe  councils^  of  the  patriotism  of 
the  people,  of  the  public  spirit  of  the  militia,  and  of  the 
valor  of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  country. 
Peace,  at  all  times  a  blessing,  is  peculiarly  welcome, 
tiierelbre,  at  a  period  when  the  causes  for  the  war 
have  ceased  to  operate;  when  the  Government  has 
demonstrated  the  efficiency  of  its  powers  of  defence; 
and  when  the  nation  can  review  its  conduct  without 
regret  and  witiiout  reproach. 

I  recommend  to  your  care  and  beneficence  the  gal- 
lant men  whose  achieTements,  in  every  department  of 
the  military  serrice,  on  the  land  and  on  the  water, 
have  so  essentially  contributed  to  the  honor  of  the 
American  name,  and  to  the  restoration  of  peace.  The 
foellngs  of  conscious  patriotism  and  worth  will  animate 
audi  men  under  erery  change  of  fortune  and  pursuit; 
but  their  country  performs  a  duty  to  iteelf,  when  it  be- 
stows those  testimonials  of  approbation  and  applause 
which  are  at  once  the  reward  and  the  incentive  to 
great  actions. 

The  reduction  of  the  public  expenditures  to  the 
demands  of  a  peace  establidiment  will  donbtiess  engage 
the  immediate  attention  of  Congress.  There  are,  how- 
ever, important  considerations  which  forbid  a  sudden 
and  general  revocation  of  the  measures  that  have  been 
produced  by  the  war.    Ejxperience  has  taught  us  that 


neither  the  pacific  dispositionB  of  the  American  people, 
nor  the  pacific  character  of  their  political  institutions, 
can  altogether  exempt  them  from  that  strife  which  ap- 
pears, beyond  the  ordinary  lot  of  nations,  to  be  inci- 
dent to  the  actual  period  of  the  world ;  and  the  same 
faithful  monitor  demonstrates  that  a  certain  degree  of 
preparation  for  war  is  not  only  indispensable  to  avert 
disasters  in  the  onset,  but  affords  also  the  bejit  security 
for  the  continuance  of  peace.  The  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress will,  therefore,  I  am  confident,  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  an  adequate  regular  force;  for  the 
gradual  advancement  of  the  Naval  Establishiiient;  for 
improving  all  the  means  of  harbor  defence ;  for  add- 
ing discipline  to  the  distinguished  bravery  of  the 
mUilia ;  and  for  cultivating  the  military  art,  in  its  es- 
sential branches,  under  the  liberal  patronage  of  Gov- 
ernment 

The  resources  of  our  country  were,  at  all  times, 
competent  to  the  attainment  of  every  national  object; 
but  they  will  now  be  enriched  and  invigorated  by  the 
activity  which  peace  will  introduce  into  ail  the  scenes 
of  domestic  enterprise  and  labor.  The  provision  that 
has  been  made  for  the  {ftblic  creditors,  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  must  have  a  decisive 
efiect  in  the  establishment  of  the  public  credit,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  reviving  interests  of  commerce 
will  claim  the  legislative  attention  at  the  eariiest  op- 
portunity ;  and  such  regulations  will,  I  trust,  be  sea- 
sonably devised  as  shall  secure  to  the  United  States 
then:  just  i>roportion  of  the  navigation  of  the  world. 
The  most  liberal  policy  towards  other  nations,  if  met 
by  corresponding  dispositions,  will,  in  this  respect,  be 
found  the  most  beneficial  policy  towards  ourselves. 
But  there  is  no  subject  that  can  enter  with  greater 
force  and  merit  into  the  deliberations  of  Congress,  than 
a  consideration  of  the  meana  to  preserve  and  promote 
tiie  manufoctures  which  have  sprung  into  existence, 
and  attained  an  unparalleled  maturity  throughout  the 
United  States  during  the  period  of  the  European  wars. 
This  source  of  national  independence  and  wealth,  I 
anxiously  recommend,  therefore,  to  the  prompt  and 
constant  guardianship  of  Congress. 

The  termination  of  the  legislative  sessions  will  soon 
separate  you  fellow-citizens,  from  each  other,  and  re- 
store you  to  your  constituents.  I  pray  you  to  bear 
with  you  the  expressions  of  my  sanguine  hope,  that 
the  peace  which  has  been  just  declared  will  not  only 
be  the  foundation  of  the  most  fnendJy  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  but  that  it 
will  also  be  productive  of  happiness  and  harmony  in 
every  section  of  our  beloved  country.  The  influence 
of  your  preoei»ts  and  example  must  be  everywhere 
powerful:  and  while  we  accord  in  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments for  the  protection  which  Providence  has 
bestowed  upon  us.  let  us  never  oeaae  to  inculcate  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  and  fidelity  to  the  Union,  as  eon- 
stituting  the  palladium  of  the  national  independence 
and  prosperity. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
WAsauroTov,  February  18,  1816. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  five  hundred  copies 
thereof,  together  with  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
treaty  therein  referred  to,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Eesolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  this  date,  as 
relates  to  the  Military  Batablishmeot,  be  referred 
to  the  Comonittee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 


m 


HisTOEY  <k¥  (xweBsas, 


m 


Fbhidart,  ISIS. 


jP^itcdBcktifff, 


8b]ia«& 


ftsd  report  thereon  bjr  bill  or  otkerwiae;  and  ibat 
so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the  Naval 
Estahlishaseot  be  referred  te  the  Comniiuea  on 
.Naval  Afairs,  to  oQusider  aod  report  chereon  by 
bill  or  .otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  I>ijia« 

JUtohed^  That  so  muob  of  the  Mesiage  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  tbia  date,  as 
relates  to  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  N  re- 
ferred to  the  Militia  Committee^  to  coaaider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwife. 

Tuesday,  February  21. 

The  PaaaiDBNT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 
conformably  to  the  5th  seccioa  of  the  aot  of.  the 
3d  March,  1809,  entitled  ^An  act  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  the  establisbment  and  regulatioo 
of  the  Treasury,  War^  and  Navy  Depart^iei^ts  $" 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ffranting 
and  aecttriag  to  Anthony  Shane  the  right  of  the 
Uniced  States  to  a  traot  of  land  in  the  Siafte  of 
Ohio,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  provide  a  library  room,  and  for 
transporting  the  library  lately  purchased  from 
Thomaa  J^ff^rsQn,  Ssq.,  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, iwaa  read  the  second  time. 

Ttie  bill  to  r^iieal  certain  ads  therein  men- 
tioned  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Mil  to  repeal  certain  acts  concerning  the 
flotilla  service  wa3  resid  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  better  temporary  aeoommoda* 
tion  of  the  two  Houses  of  Coagrcss  was  read  the 
lecQod  time. 

The  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  aereral  acts 
impomg  duties  on  the  to^naage  of  ships  and  ves* 
sels,  and  on  good%  wares,  and  merobandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a  dis- 
criminating dutv  4m  tonnage  between  foreign 
vessels  and  vessjsis  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States^'' 
was  read  the  second  time,  t 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  elainmnls  of  poblie  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to  famd  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  as  inCoouraittee  of  the 
Whole;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  Marcliaaxt. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
their  amendment  to  the,  resolutions  expressive  of 
the  thanki  of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jack- 
san,  nad  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their 
galLantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate.  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joshna  Sands  $"  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better 
13th  Cox.  3d  Ssss.— 9 


orpanisation  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  Yorkj"  also,  a  bill,  en* 
titled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concoi^ 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  l«Bt  mentioned  were  read,  and 
psssed  to  the  second  reading. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  RoBfiBTa, 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  20ih  instant, 
as  relates  to  the  preservation  and  promotion  of 
manufactures,  be  referred  to  a  select  eommitfees^ 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  RoBSftTs,  Ba«boiw, 
Tatlob,  Vabnom,  and  Cbaob,  be  the  committee. 
Mr.  GoBE,  from  the  eommitue  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  hill  for  the  rthef 
of  Arthur  Tappan  and  John  Frothingham ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading* 

The  amendmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aot 
(0  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1815,"  having  oeen  reported 
by  the  committee  eorrecily  engrossed,  the  bill  waf 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 
JBte$olvedif  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
Mr.  GiLBs,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,^ 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Git^ns,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiiirs,  reported  a  bili  making  further  provision 
for  completing  the  public  buildings  at  West 
Point,  for  the  aacommodation  of  the  Military 
Academy ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GiLnat  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^^An  act  to  aurthoriae  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  receive  in.to  the  service  of  the  United 
States  certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and  ori- 
ffanized  by  any  State,  to  serve  in  lieu  of  the  nu- 
utia  thereof," reported  it  withouiamen4iBent;aiid 
on  motion^  by  Mr.  Qtysa,  the  forther  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  the  seoood  Monday 
in  March  next. 

Mr.  Kebr,  from  the  eommitine  to  whom  waa 
referr^  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Boilevia,  made 
report:  Wbcreupiw,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in 
March  neat. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  considera* 
tion  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  makinff  provi- 
sion for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissaries 
of  subsistence,"  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 
On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Giles, 
IU$ohed^  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  dis- 
agreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  resolution  expressive  of 
the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson, 
and  the  troops  under  his  comiDa»^»  tor  the\r  g%l- 
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lantry  and  good  eonduct  ia  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick,  and  Shonltz 
and  Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  legal 
representative  of  John  Calef,  deceased,"  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Eiiio,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  giWnff  the  right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,"  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  oy  the  select  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendment,  the  President  reported 
Che  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendment  be  en* 
l^rossedand  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amended? 
U  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  making  provision  for  clothing  the  militia 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
'Vabmum,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Coolidgje  and  James 
Barnham,"  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Of- 
fice Establishment ;"  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  for  the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice  of 
Indiana."  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  th^  .select  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue 
in  force  for  a  limited  time  the  act,  entitled  '*An 
act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  and  on  tne  question,  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  discharge  of  Bdward  Martin  from  imprison- 
ment ;  and  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
f  Tossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
temporary  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress ;  and  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  thfrd  time?  it  was  deter- 


mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  7,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace,  Condtt,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsborougfa,  GK>re,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Kerr,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Thomp- 
son, Vamnm,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  German,  King,  Lacock,  Talbot, 
Taybr,  Turner,  and  Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Resdvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  of 
the  laws  respecting  foreign  intercourse  ought  to 
be  repealed  or  modified ;  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  cer- 
tain acts  therein  mentioned  ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Weoneboat,  February  .22. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Sands,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  iLina,  Gebman,  and  Rob- 
BBT8,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  organisation 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  New  York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Gebman,  Daggett, 
and  King,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entititled  "An  act  to  alter  and  estab- 
lish certain  post  roads,''  was  read  the  second  time 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Babboub,  Thompbon, 
and  Talbot,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  MoBBOw  presented  several  petitions,  signed 
by  a  number  of  citizens  of  Butler  county,  in  the 
Sute  of  Ohio,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post 
road,  between  Lebanon  and  Hamilton,  in  said 
State,  for  reasons  therein  stated  ;  and  the  peti- 
tions were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last 
mentioned  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  the  petition  of  the 
citizens  of  the  districts  of  Chestemeld,  Kershaw 
and  Lancaster,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and 
of  the  county  of  Anson,  in  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, presented  the  3d  of  October  last,  were  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Taylob,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia/' reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  TAYLOB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
laying  a  duty  on  lotteries,"  reported  it  without 
amendment 
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Mr.  Taylor,  from  tbe  committee  to  wtiom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  provide  ad* 
ditional  rereoues  for  defraying  tbe  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  daty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware, 
and  jewelry,  and  paste  work,  mana  facta  red  within 
tbe  United  States,''  reported  it  wiih  an  amendment. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Tappan  and 
John  Frothing  ham,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  in  additioif  to  an  act 
regulating  tbe  Post  Office  Establishment,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  tojrepeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned 
was  read  a  ttiird  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  better  temporary  accommoda- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  was  read  a 
third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time 
the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  for  establishing  trading 
houses  with  tbe  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Kino,  Mobrow, 
aod  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Edward 
Martin  from  imprisonment  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  comple- 
ting tbe  public  buildings  at  West  Point,  for  tbe 
aecommodatioB  of  the  Military  Academy,  was 
read  the  second  time.  <     - 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah 
Coolidge  and  James  Burn  ham,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  expiocing  tbe  Chesa^peake  Bay  and  its  waters, 
for  Ihe  purposes  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  bill 
was  read  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
giviogp  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory," having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Retohedi  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  Indi- 
mna,"  having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

JUiolved,  That  this  bill  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  granting  and  se- 
curing to  Aathony  Shane  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,'- 
was  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was  passed 
to  a  third  residing. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  certain 
acts  now  in  force  for  this  purpose,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  the  amendments  having  been 


afreed  to,  the  President  reported  tbe  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly.  On  the  qaestion,  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  a 
library  roooa,  and  for  transporting  the  library 
lately  purchased  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire, 
to  the  City'  of  Washington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbrtb,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  th« 
House  accordingly.  On  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  timeasamendedl 
it  was  determined  in  tbe  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  providing 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands  in  tbe  Mississippi  Territory ;"  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  ou 
the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  tbe  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anobrson. 

Ruolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king provision  by  law  for  running  the  boundary 
lines  designated  in  tbe  treaty  lately  made  between 
the  United  States  and  the  chiefs,  deputies,  and 
warriors,  of  the  Creek  nation;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordenedj  That  Messrs.  Andbbbon,  Bibb,  and 
Morrow,  be  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  ask  a  eon« 
ference  on  tbe  dissgrecing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendment  to  the  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  GKsneral  Jack- 
son, and  tbe  troops  under  bis  command,  for  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  tbeir 
part.  They  concur  in  tbe  first  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  amend  tbe  act,  entitled 
*^  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Oovernmeut,  and  main* 
taining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
ing and  collecting  tbe  same,"  and  the  act,  entitled 
'*  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Government,  ahd  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  bv  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silvejr  watches," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  concur  in  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth,  and  disagree  to  the  fifth 
amendments  to  said  bill. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
first  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and 
that  they  insist  on  their  fifth  amendment  to  said 
bill,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gileb, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence proposed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses,  on  the  amendment  to  the  resolutions  ex- 
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pressive  of  the  thanks  of  Coogreat  to  Major  Qea- 
eral  Jacksoo,  and  the  troops  under  bis  command, 
for  their  ffallantrv  and  good  condoct  in  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans. 

Orderedy  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Brown,  and 
Smith,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  tntitied  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joshua  Sands,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  rrom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  amend 
and  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  six- 
teenth of  April,  1814,  entitled  ^*  An  act  confirming 
certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory, 
and  providing  for  their  location,"  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Edward  Hallowell,''  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  the  general  ae- 
'  count  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  from 
October  1, 1813,  to  October  1, 1814;  as,  also,  the 
accounts  of  the  War  and  Nary  Departments  for 
the  same  period,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
aecouating  officers  of  the  Treasury  thereon;  which 
were  read. 

DISCRIMINATING  DUTIES. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conaidemtion  of  the  bill  to  ^peal  so 
much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the 
tonnage  o(  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
as  imposce  a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage  be* 
tween  fnreign  vessels  and  vtfssels  o(  the  United 
States,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the 
Uaked  Stales. 

Mr.  S.  SMiTH.^Mr.  President :  It  nuiy  not  be 
improper  for  me,  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  presented  the  bill  now  under  consideraiioB, 
to  give  a  short  history  of  the  subject,  and  to  jtre^ 
sent  a  few  details  taJcen  from  official  authority. 
Soon  after  the  udoption  of  the  present  Constitu- 
tion, Congress  passed  acts  laying  duties  on  tonnage 
«nd  on  goods  imported  into  the  United  Slates^ 
The  law  provided  that  six  cents  per  ton  should 
be  paid  on  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States 
entering  any  of  the  portaof  the  United  States,  and 
fifty  cents  per  ton  on  aU  foreign  ships,  and  that  an 
additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  duties  pay- 
ftble  on  all  goods  imported  ia  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  should  be  paid  on  sueh  goods  when 
imported  into  foreign  vessels.  These,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, are  what  are  called  ^*the  discriminating 
duties." 

The  advantage  derived  therefrom  to  the  navi* 
gation  of  the  United  States  was  such,  that  in  a 
very  few  years  there  was  American  tonnage  suf- 
ficient for  the  carrying  of  all  the  productions  of 
our  own  country,  and  oi  other  nations  to  a  great 
extent — in  fact,  our  navigation  was  second  to 
none  but  Great  Britain,  when  the  late  war  was 
commenced. 


The  effect  of  those  discriminating  duties  was 
felt  by  those  foreign  nations  with  whom  we 
had  the  greatest  intercourse.  Qreat  Britain,  in 
the  Treaty  of  17d4,  reserved  the  right  of  co«m« 
tervailiog  those  duties,  and  the  United  Sutes 
bound  themselves  not  to  impose  any  new  die* 
criminating  duties  if  Great  Britain  did  coiinrer« 
vail-*but  the  wars  in  which  she  has  constantly 
been  engaged  since  has  prevented  its  effects  from 
being  felt*  to  any  considerable  extent.  The  short 
peace  she  had  after  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  taught 
the  merchants  of  South  Carolina,  however,  to 
know,  that  the  extra  duty  on  cotioi^imported  in 
an  American  vessel  into  Great  Britain  was  so 
high  that  it  was  much  better  to  emplov  British 
vessels  thsn  to  have  their  cotton  carrtea  in  their 
own.  In  the  year  1802,  a  letter  was  received 
from  Mr.  King,  then  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  in  which  he  advises  the  repeal 
of  the  discriminating  duties.  The  President's 
Message  (I  believe  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
session)  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
subject ;  and  so  much  of  the  Measaffe  as  related 
to  the  discriminating  duties  was  renrred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  who 
made  an  ample  report  thereon,  which  report,  i 
pray  may  be  read — [Here  the  Secretary  read  tne 
report,  dated  January  10, 180a] 

Mr.  President,  the  resolution  which  accompa- 
nies  and  which  is  similar  to  the  bill  before  you, 
was  taken  up  and  would  perhaps  have  passed, 
but  for  the  memorials  which  came  from  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  trading  cities 
and  towns.  1  now  find  that  gentlemen,  who 
then  opposed  and  petitioned,  have  changed  their 
opinions.  I  remark,  with  pleasure,  the  elmng* 
in  an  honorable  gentleaaan,  formerly  a  oaeniMr 
of  the  Senate,  in  a  published  leuer  to  Mr.  Ran* 
dolph.  He,  as  well  as  many  others,  who  at  dMl 
time  opposed  by  memorial  the  repeal  of  oar  dis- 
criminating duties,  are  convinoed  that  thek  con- 
ditiooal  repeal  wiU  tend  to  the  seeurity  of  oav 
navigation. 

Mr.  President,  the  report  just  read  shows,  that 
the  British  hsd,  by  their  countervailing  dufsea, 
secured  for  their  ships  tJbe  carrying  of  many  of 
our  most  important  ol^eets  of  exportatioB,  to 
wit :  of  fish-oil.  tobacco,  cotton,  nee,  pot  and 
pearl  ashes;  mni  having  secured  the  carriage  of 
those  articles,  the  minor  articles  not  being  (ex* 
cept  flour  and  naval  stores)  sufficient  to  form  en* 
tire  cargoes,  would  also  be  carried  bv  British 
ships.  But^'Mr.  President,  the  British  Parlia- 
ment have  since  increased  the  old  and  laid  new 
duties,  which  include  other  articles  of  our  pre* 
doce  and  effectually  secure  to  her  ships  the  car- 
riage of  all  our  bulky  articles,  to  wit :  on  flour, 
Gs.  Oc2.  sterling  per  cwt.,  or  12f.  per  barrel, 
by  which  the  American  vessel  will  pay  It. 
2fd  on  each  barrel  BM>re  than  if  imported  in  a 
British  ship.  The  whole  freight  of  a  barrel  af 
flour  in  time  of  peace  is  5s.  sterling.  No  persoa 
will  agree  to  pay  6s.  2^.  to  an  American  for  the 
freight  and  extra  duty  on  a  barrel  of  fioar^  whea 
he  can  procure  British  ships  who  will  carry  for 
five  shillings. 
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Hemp  now  pavs  three  pounds  sterling  per  ton 
more  if  imported  into  Great  Britain  in  Ameri- 
can, than  if  it  be  imported  in  a  British  ship ; 
which  I  believe  is  equal  to  the  whole  freight. 
And  hemp  will  soon  become  an  object  of  export 
from  New  Orleans. 

Cotton — the  duty  thereon  has  been  increased 
in  England.  It  now  pays  8#.  and  Id,  sterling  per 
ewt.)  if  imported  into  Great  Britain  in  British 
•hips,  and  179.  and  2d,  in  American  ;  that  is,  cot- 
ton in  an  American  will  pay  89.  id.  per  cwt. 
more  duty  than  when  imported  in  a  British  ship ; 
being  more  than  the  whole  freight;  so  that  it  is 
better  to  pay  freight  to  a  British  ship,  than  to 
have  cotton  carried  free  of  freight  in  an  American. 

Rice  pays  Z$.  9d.  sterling  ])er  tierce  more  duty 
in  an  American  ship  than  in  a  British.  The 
whole  freight  of  a  tierce  of  rice  is  128,  sterling. 

Pot  and  pearl  ashes  now  pay  M,  sterling  per 
ewt  more  duty  in  an  American,  than  in  a  Brit- 
ish ship.  A  cask  of  ashes  of  three  hundred 
weight  will  pay  an  extra  doty  of  1«.  %d.  stetlin^ ; 
the  freight  m  such  a  cask  is  premmed  to  be  08, 
6(2.  sterling  j  thus  a  cask  of  ashes  will  pay  for 
If  eight  and  ezira  duty.T*.  in  an  American,  when 
it  vrill  only  pay  5*.  w.  in  a  Britiah  ship* 

Tobacco  pays  1«,  6iL  per  100  lbs.,  oar  18r.ater<* 
lin^  per  hh<L  of  IdOiO  net  wl.  more  when  imfMMrt- 
•d  auto  Great  Britain  in  an  American  than  in  a 
Brinish  ship.  The  freight  of  a  hbd.  of  tobacco 
in  tine  of  peace  is  SSv. 

The  statements  I  hare  given  of  the  counter- 
vailiog  duties  of  Great  Britain,  are  derived  from 
a  digest  of  the  duties  and  customs  brought  up  to 
the  5th  August,  1811 ;  they  will  show  to  every 
mind,  however,  prejudiced,  that  Great  Britain 
has  effectually  secured  by  her  system  the  car- 
rying (for  her  «wn  wants  and  her  foreign  com- 
merce} of  our  fish-oil,  tobacco,  floor,  cotton,  pot 
and  pearl  ashes,  rice,  hemp,  i&c.  I  have  only 
presented  fbr  consideratioii  the  important  arti- 
cles ;  the  minor  articles  bear  also  their  discrim- 
inating duties,  to  the  disadvantage  of  our  navi- 
gation. 

Mr,  President,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  report 
just  read,  that  France  did,  in  the  third  year  of 
the  French  Republic,  lay  an  extra  duty  of  near 
twent]r-three  dollars  per  hhd.  of  1200  wt.  on  to- 
bacco imported  in  American  bottoms.  It  is  also 
ehovn  that  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  and 
Spain  have  their  discriminating  duties. 

We  are  now  at  peace  with  the  European  na- 
tsoas.  It  is  our  interest  that  there -should  be  no 
aause  of  future  misunderstanding  with  them.  If 
we  continue  our  discriminating  duties,  and  they 
continue  their  conntervailing  duties,  the  result 
must  be,  that  oor  ships  will  be  rendered  useless. 
We  cannot  carry  on  equal  terms,  and  of  course 
will  not  be  employed.  To  prevent  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  navigation,  Congress  would  be  com- 
pelled to  add  to  the  discriminating  duties,  which 
would  be  met  by  foreign  nations  with  new  coun- 
tervailing duties,  and  thus  a  commercial  warfare 
would  commence.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  better,  Mr. 
President,  for  us  to  agree  to  meet  the  nations  of 
Europe  on  equal  ierms— the  ships  of  each  to  be 


admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  other  on  the  same 
terms  with  their  own  ships?  Are  we  afraid  of 
our  want  of  enterprise,  industry,  or  capital  t  I 
hope  not.  For  one,  I  am  ready  to  agree  to  the 
bin  on  the  table,  and  feel  confident  that  the  Amer- 
ican merchant  is  equal  in  a  fair  competition  to 
the  merchant  of  any  other  nation. 

When  Mr.  Smith  had  concluded,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

TavRanAT,  Februaf y  23. 

Mr.  GoLD9BORO0QH,  ffom  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  College  of  Georgetown,  In  the 
District  ofCotftmbia,''  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  PRBSinBHT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  emoluments  of 
the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  cus- 
toms for  the  year  1814 ;  which  were  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  for  granting  and  se- 
curing to  Anthony  Shane  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,'* 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Robinson  presented  the  petition  of  Justin 
and  Elias  Lyman,  merchants  or  the  cit^r  of  New 
York,  prating  the  remission  of  the  forfeitures  aud 
penalties  incurred  by  the  violation  of  the  non« 
importation  laws,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eiffu  Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  amend  and  extend  the  protisions  of  the  act 
of  the  16th  of  April,  1814.  entitled  "  An  act  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory, and  providing  for  their  location,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee ;  and  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingiv* 

On  the  qaestion.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en-^ 
grossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a 
system  of  navigation  for  the  United  States;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  KiNU,  firom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a 
limited  time  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  estab- 
lishing trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  for  the  relief  ol  Joshua  Sands;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  it 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Arthur  Tappan  and  John  Frothingham;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 
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Jhe  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels, and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a  dis- 
criminating dutv  on  tonnage  between  foreign 
vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed — yeas  24,  as 
follows : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb, 
Brown,  Chace,  Gondit,  Fromentin,  Gainard,  German, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Kexr,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Morrow, 
Roberts,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Varnum,  Wells,  and 
Wharton. 

So  it  was  Hesolved^unanimoudy^  That  this  bill 
pass,  and,  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^' An  act  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  dutv  on  ton- 
nage between  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  and  between  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels 
of  the  United  States." 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *' An  act 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
raise  certain  cooipanies  of  rangers  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  bfthe  United  States,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Reaolvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  the  title  was  amended  to  read,  ''An 
act  to  repeal  certain  acts  now  in  force  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise 
certain  companies  of  rangers." 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  concerning  the 
flotilla  service,  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  by  adding  thereto 
a  new  section. 

Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  to  repeal  certain  acts  concern- 
ing the  flotilla  service,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  was  read  a  third  time,and  passed. 

The  bill,  to  provide  a  library  room,  and  for 
transporting  the  library  lately  purchased  from 
Thomas  Jeflerson,  Esq.,  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Halloweil ;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  exploring  the  Chesa- 
peake bay  and  its  waters,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and 


plated  ware,  and  jewelry  and  pastework.  manu- 
factured within  the  United  States,"  togetner  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  the  amendment  having  been  dis- 
agreed to,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  the 
second  Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  4,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Fromentm,  Smith,  Tait,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Chaoe, 
Condit,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Ken^ 
King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Monrow,  Roberts,  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor, Thompson,  Turner,  yarnum,and  Wharton. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- . 
lief  of  the  heirs  of  James  Hynum,"  reported  k 
without  amendment. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesioent  of  the  Uniteu  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepreserUatives  of  the  United  Stalest 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  two  ratified  treatiea 
which  were  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  one  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  1814,  with  the  seve- 
ral tribes  of  Indians  called  the  Wyandots,  Delawares, 
Bhawanees,  Senacas,  and  Miamies ;  the  other  on  the 
9th  day  of  August,  1814,  with  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indians. 

It  is  referred  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  how 
far  Legislative  provisions  may  be  necessary  for  carrying 
any  part  of  these  stipulations  into  efiect. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WjLSHiKGToir,  February  22,  1816. 

The  Message  and  treaties  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

Ordered^  That  the  Message,  together  with  the 
treaties,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject  of  providing  for  running  the  boun- 
dary lines,  the  22d  in&tant^  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  lotteries." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  tbat  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
aflirmative — yeas  16,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

YxjLB — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillaid, 
German,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Ken* 
King,  Lambert,  Smith,  Thompson,  Varnum,  and  WeUe. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barboar,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Con- 
dit, Morrow,  Roberts,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Wharton. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  SolomoA 
Frazer,  and  the  representatives  of  Charles  Eccles- 
ton ;"  a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Sprigg ;''  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  author- 
izing the  sale  of  the  public  lands  which  may  here- 
after be  forfeited  within  the  Jefifersonville  land 
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district,  at  the  land  office  of  said  district  j"  a  bill 
entitled  <*Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Bea- 
Bett,  of  the  State  of  New  York ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
^'Ad  act  autboriziDg  the  disc  barge  of  Aathony  B. 
Ross  from  imprisooroent :''  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Sa¥age  and 
otbers ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  six  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

In  Exectttive  session — 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsident  of  tbb  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepresentaHvee  of  the  United  States  .• 

Congress  wiU  have  seen  by  the  commnnlcation  from 
the  Consul  General  of  the  United  States,  at  Algiers, 
Isid  before  them  on  the  7th  Ifoyember,  1813,  the  hos- 
tile proeeedings  of  the  Dej  against  that  functionaiy. 
These  have  been  followed  by  acts  of  more  overt  and 
direct  warfare  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
trading  in  the  Mediterranean,  some  of  whom  axe  still 
detained  in  captt^^,  notwithstanding  the  attempts 
which  have  been  made  to  ransom  them,  and  are  treated 
with  the  rigor  usual  on  the  coast  of  Barbery. 

The  considerations  which  rendered  it  unnecessary 
and  unimportant  to  commence  hostile  operations  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  being  now  terminated  by 
the  peace  with  Great  Britain,  which  opens  the  prospect 
of  an  active  and  valuable  trade  of  their  citizens  within 
the  range  of  the  Algerine  cruisers,  I  recommend  to 
Congress  the  expediency  of  an  act  declaring  the  exist- 
ence of  a  state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers ;  and  of  such  provi- 
sions as  may  be  requisite  for  a  vigorous  prosecutien  of 
it  to  a  successful  iwue. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WASHTifeToif,  February  33,  1815. 

TheMessage  was  read,  and  referrrd  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  fo  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Friday,  February  34. 

The  bill,  entitled  *-An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sol- 
omon Frazer,  and  the  representatives  of  Charles 
Bccleston,"  was  read. the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Vabnum,  and  An- 
derson, were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,"  reported  it  with 
ameadroents. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  showing  the  expenditures 
on  account  of  the  National  Armories,  and  of  the 
number  and  kind  of  arms  manufactured  and  re- 
paired at  the  same,  in  the  ye^ir  1814  3  which  was 
read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Savage  and  others,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  23d  September,  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
Bridge  .Company,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho** 
mas  Spriffg,"  was  r^ad  the  second  time,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  coosidec 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from  imprisonment,'^ 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon  3  and 
Messrs.  Daooett,  Dana,  and  Thompson,  wera 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Bennet,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit* 
tee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon* 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  which  may  hereafter  be  for* 
feited  within  the  Jefferson  ville  land  district,  at  the 
land  office  of  said  district,''  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  21st  September,  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  to  con* 
sider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  ascertaining  and  surveying  the  boundary 
lines  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indian^ 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committer  on  Foreign  Re^ 
lations,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein 
mentioned,  (viz:  the  acts  prohibiting  trade  and 
intercourse  with  our  late  enemy,  and  prohibiting 
the  admission  into  our  waters  of  the  enemy's 
vessels ;)  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  the  acti 
entitled  ^An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  Territory  of 
Missouri,'  approved  April  12,  1814  j"  in  whicii 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Dill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
ko  the  second  readias. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Justin  and  Klias  Lyman,  were  dis-i 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern* 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and 
jewelry  and  pastework,  manufactured  within  the 
United  States,"  was  read  a  third  time ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Fromentin,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  8,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Ybab— Messrs.  Fromentin,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
King,  Lambert,  Smith,  Tait,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Btrbour,  Bany,  Bibbi 
Brown,  Chace,  Condxt,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  La- 
cock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner, 
Vamum,  and  Wharton.  u-    ..,, 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
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to  aBuend  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the  ace  of 
the  16th  April,  1814,  entitled  'An  act  confirming^ 
^rtain  claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory, 
and  providing  for  their  location,"  having  been 
reported  bj  the  committee  correctljr  engrossed. 
Che  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
Airther  amended  by  unanimoas  consent. 

Retolvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
Ibenls. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Josh- 
im  Sands,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Hallowell,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
ptssed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  malntainingthe 
Ipnblic  credit,  bv  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Uis- 
trict  of  Colnmbia;''  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tat- 
LoR,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next, 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative«-«yeBs  6,  nays 
SO,  as  follows : 

TxAs — Messrs.  Chace,  Gaillard,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
T)ut,  and  Taylor. 

Kats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb, 
Fromentin,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborongh,  Gore,  Hun- 
ter, Kerr,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  6mi^  Thompson, 
Turner,  Yamum,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
fhereto,  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
set  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick,  and  Shooltz 
And  Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  legal 
rtopresentatite  of  John  Calef,  deceased;  and  Mr. 
Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 
/  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wells,  that  the  further 
eonsideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
iN^tive — yeas  8,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

Yxu — Messrs.  Bibb,  Gaillard,  Gore,  King,  Mor- 
row, Thompson,  Vamum,  and  Wells. 

Natb — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barty,  Brown, 
Chaoe^  Fromentin,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Ken^ 
Liicock,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer  and 
Wharton. 

And,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  it 
was  ordered  that  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  completing  the  public  buildioffs 
at  West  Point,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Military  Academy;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question.  Shall  this 
Dill  be  engrossed  ana  read  a  third  time?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Chace, 

Resolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  de- 
lations be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  further  provision  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue. 


Saturday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  fbr  the  relief 
of  Solomon  Frazer,  and  the  represeniatiiiee  of 
Charles  Eccleston,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  coiHidered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
manufacturers  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  suitable  measures  may  be  adopt* 
ed  for  their  protection ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  the  21st  instant,  so  much  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  theSOth 
instant,  as  relates  to  the  preservation  and  promo- 
tion of  the  manufactures,  to  consider  and  re^rt 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  ascertaining  aad  sur-  , 
veyifig  of  the  boundary  lines  fixed  by  the  treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  the  aeooad  time,  and  considered  ••  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  having  hcaa 
armended,  tlie  President  raported  it  to  the  i^oaae 
accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third'tiine  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  ailirtnative. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  men- 
tioned was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  supplemental  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri,'  approved  April  12, 1814,^  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  th^  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred,  the  21st  Septem* 
her,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon* 

The  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An  aet  for  estab- 
lishing trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ja- 
cob Shinnick,  and  Shoultz,  and  Vogeler,  of  Chris- 
tian Chapman,  and  the  legal  representative  of 
John  Calef,  deceased,"  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  (^ 
William  H.  Washington,"  reported  it  without 
amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  €K>vern* 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  comple- 
ting the  public  buildings  at  West  Point,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Military  Academy,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  respecting 
the  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  A  Con- 
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gv^sk  16  Major  Getienl  Jaoksim,  and  ihe  Iroops 
tttnder  hit  cottiflNifid,  for  tbetr  gaihiDtf  f  attd  good 
eonduet  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans ;  and  that 
the  resolation  be  modified  accordinglj.  They 
have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  aet  concerning 
Ihe  flotilla  servicej  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
an  amendm^t,  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  res- 
olution for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  wait  upon  the  President,  and  request  that  he 
jreeottmend  a  day  of  thanks^ iviac  to  Almighty 
God,  for  r^toring  to  these  United  States  the  bless- 
ings of  peace.  They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  en- 
titled '^An  act  to  fix  the  compensations  and  la- 
crease  the  responsibility  of  the  coUectors  of  tbe 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, connected  with  the  collection  thereof;"  in 
which  resolution  and  btli  they  request  the  con- 
curreace  of  the  Senate.  They  insist  on  their  dis* 
wieemeot  to  the  fifth  amendment  insisted  on  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^Ab  act  to  amend 
the  acL  entitled  *An  aet  to  provide  additional  rev* 
aaiiee  for  defrayiag  the  expenses  of  Gk>vernmeat, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  di- 
vset  tax  upaa  tie  Uaited  Stales,  and  to  provide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same;"  and  the 
act,  eatitled  *'An  act  to  proride  additional  rave- 
Baea  for  defraying  the  expenses  4>f  Qovemmeal, 
and  naintaiaing  the  pablic  credit,  by  layiag  du- 
ties oa  household  furaitttre,  and  on  gold  and  stl* 
▼er  watches."  They  ask  a  eonferenee  thereoa, 
and  have  appointed  managers  oa  their  part, 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilbs, 

JRenhed^  That  the  Senate  agree  lo  the  confer* 
enoe  propoeed  on  the  dieagtteiag  votte  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  ameadttent  to  the  bill  last  mea* 
tinned. 

Ordertdf  That  Messrs.  TAVLoa,  Kiao,  and 
QiuiB,  be  the  managen  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  cencurreace  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
a  seleel  committee  to  consist  of  nve  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tay- 
lor, Daoqbtt,  BaowN,  Chacb,  and  Robbbts, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  resolution  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
was  three  times  read  by  unanimous  consent,  con* 
curred  in,  and  Messrs.  Smith  and  Tait  appointed 
the  eommittee  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  thehill, 
entitled  '*An  act  concerning  the  flotilla  service, 
and  for  other  purposes,^  and  concurred  therein  i 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  re- 
specting the  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks 
01  Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
reported, 

That  thsy  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  a  modification  of 
Uie  original  resolntion  and  proposed  amendment,  to 
read  as  M\own : 

Ruohtdf  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Represtnta- 


tivet  of  the  Vniied  Statet  ofAmerioa  in  Om^grm  a^ 
oembledf  That  the  thanks  of  Osngress  be,  and  they 
ars  hereby,  given  to  Major  General  Jaekaon,  and 
thsough  him  to  the  oflicers  and  eoldtiers  of  the  ngvSmt 
army,  of  the  militia,  and  of  the  vohinteen,  under  his 
eommand,  the  greater  pn^rtion  of  which  troops  eon* 
sieled  of  militia  and  Tolnnteeis  suddenly  eoUeoted  to*- 
gelher,  for  their  uniibrm  gallantry  and  good  eondaet 
eonspicaonsly  ^splayed  against  the  enemy,  fiotn  the 
tiffle  of  his  laading  befwe  New  Orleans  until  hia  fiaal 
expulsion  therefrom ;  and  partiealarfy  fw  fliefar  valor, 
skill,  and  goad  eondiict,  on  Ihe  8th  of  Januaiy  last,  in 
repaUttg  with  grsat  slaughter,  a  numerous  British 
anay  of  ehosea  Tsteran  troops,  when  attempting,  hy  a 
hold  and  daring  attack,  to  carry  by  alorm  the  works 
haetiiy  thrown  up  lor  the  proleelion  of  New  Oileans; 
and  diereby  obtaiaing  a  asoet  signal  victory  over  the 
ssiemy,  with  a  dispari^  of  lees,  on  his  part,  tmeiaai- 
pled  in  military  aaaals. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  said  re* 
port  of  the  committee  of  conference ;  whereupon, 

tleadlved.  unanimofuslyy  That  they  concur 
therein,  ana  that  the  resolution  be  modified  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee ;  and  the  amendments  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  tbe  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  (bird  time  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  tbe  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  exploring  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  its  waters, 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned;  and  the  bill 
having  oeen  amended,  the  President  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *' An  act  authorizing 
the  discharge  of  Anthony  ti.  Ross  from  imprison- 
ment," reported  it  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Hynum,"  was  resumed  asin  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and.  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eatitled  "An 
act  coaeernioff  the  College  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Colttmbia ;"  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  ton  third 
reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
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7b  the  Senate  and  Eouee  of 

RatreaentaHvee  of  the  United  Statee  .• 

Peace  baTing  happily  taken  place  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  it  is  desirable  to  guard 
against  incidents,  which,  during  periods  of  war  in  Eu- 
rope, might  tend  to  interrupt  it;  and,  it  is  believed,  in 
particular,  that  the  navigation  of  American  vessels  ex- 
clusively by  American  seamen,  either  natives  or  such 
as  are  already  naturalized,  would  not  only  conduce  to 
the  attainment  of  that  object,  but  also  to  increase  the 
number  of  our  seamen,  and,  consequently,  to  render 
our  commerce  and  navigation  independent  of  the  ser- 
vice of  foreigners,  who  might  be  recalled  by  their  Gov- 
ernments, under  circumstances  the  most  inconvenient 
to  the  United  States.  I  recommend  the  subject,  there- 
fore, to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and,  in  deciding 
upon  it,  I  am  persuaded  that  they  will  sufficiently  es- 
timate the  policy  of  manifesting  to  the  world  a  desire, 
on  all  occasions,  to  cultivate  harmony  with  other  na^ 
tions,  by  any  reasonable  accommodations  which  do  not 
impair  the  enjoyment  of  any  essential  rights  of  a  free 
and  independent  people.  The  example  on  the  part  of 
the  American  Government  will  merit,  and  may  be  ex- 
pected to  receive,  a  reciprocal  attention  from  all  the 
friendly  Powers  of  Europe. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washihotov,  F^,  26,  1815. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  P.  Benoett,  of  the  State  of  New 
York,"  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  praying  the  reimbursement  of  certain 
sums  advanced  and  expended  in  the  defence  of 
the  third  military  district,  as  stated  in  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. Kino,Tait,  and  Var- 
MUM,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
poiiited  to  consider  the  subject^  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution ;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading: 

^  Meeolvedy  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepreaenta^ 
tivea  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congrese  ae- 
eembledj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  directed, 
immediately  afler  the  adjournment  of  the  present  and 
each  succeeding  Congress,  to  advertise  three  weeks 
successively,  in  two  newspapers  printed  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  for  proposals  for  supplying  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  during  the  succeeding 
Congress,  with  the  necessary  stationery  and  printing; 
which  advertisement  shall  describe  the  kind  of  station- 
ery and  printing  required ;  and  that  the  proposals  to 
be  made  be  accompanied  with  sufficient  security  for 
their  performance.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  and  Clerk  aforesaid,  in  the  month  of  April 
thereafter,  to  notify  the  lowest  bidder  or  bidders, 
(whose  securities  are  deemed  sufficient,)  of  the  acoeptp 
ance  of  his  or  their  proposals :  Provided^  That  this  res- 


olution shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the 
Secretary  and  Clerk  aforesaid  from  contracting  for 
separate  parts  of  the  supplies  of  stationery  and  prints 
ing  required  to  be  furnished. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daoobtt,  the  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject-matter  thereof,  referred  to  them* 


Mom  DAY,  February  27. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Na^al  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  concerning  the  Naral  Es- 
tablishment; and  the  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations,* who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  by  law  to  releasii 
all  or  any  claims  of  the  United  States  to  penal- 
ties or  forfeitures,  under  acts  which  have  imposed 
prohibitions  or  temporary  restrictions  on  com- 
mercial intercourse,  and  to  discontinue  prosecu- 
tions therefor,  upod  payment  of  costs  legally  in- 
curred, reported  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read : 

RcBolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  such 
provision. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Robert  and 
John  Oliver  and  others,  owners  of  property  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Baltimore,  which,  in  the  late  at« 
tack  of  the  enemy  on  that  city,  was  destroyed  or 
injured,  for  the  purpose  of  ereotiog  fortifications ; 
and  praying  payment  therefor,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington 
Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Doyle,''  made  a  report  thereupon ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for 
the  United  Slates  was  read  the  second  time;  and 
Mr.  Dana  proposed  a  new  section  to  be  added 
thereto;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Frombntin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Laodais ;  and  the  bill  was  reed, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  ascertaining  and 
surveying  of  the  bouudary  lines  fixed  by  the  treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  exploring  the  Chesa« 
peake  Bay,  and  its  waters,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  directing  the  manner  of  provid- 
ing stationery,  and  procuring  the  printing  for  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed  thereto,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  reso- 
lution be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was 
determined  m  the  affirmative. 
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The  PRBfivBJVT  commatticaied  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  Oeoeral,  relative  to  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  of  that  department ;  which  was  read. 

Mr«  Gbrxan,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*Ao  act  supplemea* 
ury  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  York,"  reported  it  with 
amendments,  which  were  read,  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  amendments 
havioff  been  agreed  to.  the  Presidbnt  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
jrrossed^aad  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
It  was  determined  io  the  affirmatire. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
lefened  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  James  Savage  and  others,''  reported  it  without 
amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,. and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sol- 
omon Frazer,  and  the  representatives  of  Charles 
Eccleston,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Washington,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Hynom,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  Col- 
lege of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from  imprisonment," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GoBG  presented  the  petition  of  Walter  and 
Miller,  and  others,  owners  of  certain  vessels  sail- 
ing under  foreign  flags,  and  praying  relief,  as 
atated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  Anacosta  Bridge  Company,"  reported  it 
without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committe  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  cer- 
tain acts  therein  mentioned ;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Bennet,  of  the 
State  of  New  York ;"  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  Brown  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
whieh  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading : 


Ruohfed^  hi  the  Senate  and  Htnue  of  Representa- 
tives ^  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled^  Thst  the  Secfeta^  of  Stats  cause  to  be  die* 
tributed  among  the  members  of  the  present  Congress^ 
copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ordered  by  law 
to  be  printed,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  printed. 


Tuesday,  February  28, 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  di^ 
ferences  of  opinion  existing  between  the  Ezecu^ 
tive  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
autboriiies  of  some  of  the  individual  States,  re- 
specting the  relative  powers  of  the  General  and 
State  Governments  over  the  militia;  and  the  re* 
port  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BiBK,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re^ 
lations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the 
President  recommending  certain  regulations  re- 
specting  American  seamen,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

<*  That  they  folly  accord  in  the  policy  recommended, 
of  avoiding,  by  prudent  regulations,  the  occurrence  ei 
circumstances  which  may  disturb  a  liberal  interooaiae 
with  foreign  nations.  They  are,  moreover,  persuaded 
that  the  navigation  of  American  vessels,  exclusively 
by  American  seamen,  either  natives,  or  such  as  are 
already  naturalized,  would  not  only  have  the  tendency 
to  render  our  commerce  and  navigation  independent  of 
the  service  of  foreigners,  but  that  it  would  be  calcn- 
lated  to  remove  the  pretext  under  which  the  American 
navigmtion  has  heretofore  been  interrupted. 

"  But,  while  the  committee  consider  the  subject  of 
the  President's  Meaiage  highly  important,  they  regret 
that  the  sesaon  of  Congress  is  so  near  its  dose,  thai 
questions  affecting  the  foreign  as  well  as  the  domestie 
policy  of  the  nation  cannot  now  receive  the  deliberate 
and  foil  examination  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

"The  committee,  therefoi%  aohmit  the  following 
resolution : 

**  Resohedf  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
MesssM  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Con- 


Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  fdrther  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  sundry  persons  in  tne  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  their 
tools  by  fire  at  the  navy  yard;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MoBROW,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mental to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana 
and  Territory  of  Missouri,'  approved  April  12, 
1814,"  reported  it  without  amendment;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday 
in  March  next. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  or  tbb  Unitbd  States: 
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Fbbruary,  1815. 


T^HUSenaUofthe  VniUdSiiUeBc 

I  Irantmit  to  the  8«iftt«  a  report  firott  the  PMtira»* 
4ir  Genarftl,  complying  with  Iheir  refloiotion  of  A0  16th 
ofDeoemberlMt. 

JAMEB  MADISON. 

Wasbivotov,  February  28, 1816. 

The  Messaee  and  report  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing 
the  sale  of  public  lands,  which  may  hereafter  be 
forfeited  within  the  Jeffersonvilleland  district,  at 
the  bind  office  of  said  district,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mor- 
row, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Mondav  in  March  next. 

The  amendments  to  the  Dili,  entitled  ^*An  act 
for  the  better  treanization  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  New  York." 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
Amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  resolution  directing  the  inaBner  of  pro- 
iKdiBg  stationery,  and  procuring  the  printing  for 
tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representa tires,  was 
tend  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  committee  to 
tirhom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Lamb, 
of  Chafleston,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
tousideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  the  following  resokutions,  which 
were  read  and  agreed  to : 

E$9oh&dy  That  tin  Sewetary  of  tihe  Naty  he  r^ 
^goMted  to  leport  to  die  Senate,  in  Ibe  Ont  week  ef 
Om  MNCI  eetueiiy  a  eyatem  ftr  the  gtaddtl  and  penna- 
■wt  ineeeaee  of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States. 

Re9okedf  That  the  aald  fiecretafy  raport,  as  afom- 
•aid,  tile  expenditims  and  oontraete  which  have  been 
made  under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  the  80th  of 
March,  1818. 

Ruohedt  That  the  Seeretaiy  «f  tiM  NavT  vtfMt,  as 
aforesaid,  what  measures  have  been  taken  to  carry  into 
execution  the  laws  respecting  navy  hospitals. 

lU$oived,  That  the  said  Secretary  report,  as  afeiv- 
said,  what  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  execution 
of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1813, 
entitled  *<An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  increas- 
ing the  Navy." 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  lay  before  the  Senate, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  a  corrected 
register  of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading : 

Reiolved,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Benjamin  G.  Bowen, 
and  Tobias  Sunpson,  assistants  to  the  Sergeant^at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid,  out  of 
the  contingent  luna,  two  dollars  a  day  for  each  day 
fliey  may  have  attended  the  Senate  dunng  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  and  that  Charles  Tims  be  allowed 
seventy-five  dollars  for  his  attendance  during  the  pres- 
ent session. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  the 
second  time,  by. unanimooa  coBsentj  aod  eonaid- 


ered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determtned  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Establishment 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Conimittce  of  the  Whole;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  timet 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais  was 
read  the  second  time;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Birr,  the  farther  consideration  thereof  Was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  resolution  directing  the  distribution  among 
the  members  of  the  present  Congress  of  copies  of 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  and,  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  be  en- 
grossed^ and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  the  27th  instant,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bin,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Savage  and  others,''  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '<Aa  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Anaeoato  Bridge  Company,'*  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Bennet,  of  the  State  of  New  York,''  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioh  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  system  of  navigation  for  the  United  States; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  eaiitied 
*'An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle,"  together 
with  the  report  of  the  select  committee  thereon ; 
and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So 
the  bill  was  lost. 

AMENDMENTS  OP  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  for  consideration  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, requesting  the  Senators  of  the  State,  and 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  thereof,  in 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  use  their  en- 
deavors that  Congress  propose  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  for  their  adoption,  the  fol- 
lowing amendments  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  viz: 

Ftrst,  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  ap- 
portioned among  the  several  States  which  may  be  in- 
cluded within  this  Union,  according  to  their  respective 
numbers  of  free  penons,  including  those  bound  to 
serve  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not 
taxed,  and  all  other  perwns. 

SutuuL  No  new  State  dtall  be  admitted  into  the 
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Uiuott  by  C««iMs  m  wrtaa  •£  tl»  pDw«r  gnartod  kjr 
the  C«itflatQtMQt  withovl  Cha  eoneammce  of  >ii»- 
Ibudft  of  botJ^  HowM. 

nmL  Coofrois  shtU.  not  tore  povror  to  lay  onj 
onbftigo  on  th»  akigm  or  Mweio  of  tho  ciiiioiui  of  te 
United  8tote%  ia  the  porto  or  herbon  thereof,  for  more 
IbeDMxUdejt. 

Fourth.  Congress  shaO  not  have  power,  withonl  the 
eoBowieDoe  of  tvfo>tJurds  of  bodh  Hoosea,  to  inter- 
dkt  the  eomaeroial  intereouae  between  the  United 
Btalee  tM  KUjf  fiwoiffn  sataea,  or  the  depoideaeiee 


Fifth.  Congreie  ahett  net  make  or  declare  war»  or 
anthoriae  acta  of  heetitily  agaimt  any  liMeigB  natiott» 
withootthe  eeMvamaoeof  twvHlhirda  ef  both  Heuaaa, 
ezeept  auch  acta  of  hoalttitiee  he  i»  defrnoe  of  the 
territoriea  of  the  United  Statea  when  actnallyiaiaded. 

Smth>  No  poMm  mho  abatt  henaAer  be  natnnd- 
ked,  ahall  be  aJigibla  aa  a  aMmbar  of  the  Seaato  ea 
Houae  of  RepreaentatiTea  of  the  United  8tale%  aer 
capahle  of  holding  any  eivH  oAee  under  the  anthocity 
^  the  United  Statea. 

3t9€m4k.  TheaeaMpennnahailaetbeeleetedPMa- 
ideat  of  the  United  Statea  aaecaad  tiaie;  nareUl 
the  Preaident  be  elected  from  the  aame  State  two 


in  enooeaaion* 
And  the  reaolatioo  aad  propoaed  ameadmeiite 
read. 


On  motloo,  by  Mn  Biaa,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whoan  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Walter  and  Miller,  and  others,  were  die- 
charged  from  the  further  eoasi4«ration  thereof* 

Mr.  ChuBs,  fr^m  the  eommittee  to  whM»m  was 
referred  the  bill,  entkM  "Aa  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Sprigg,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered  aa  in  Com- 
mittee of  iha  Whole;  and  passed  to  a  third  read- 

The  bill  last  mantiooed  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Qasa,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed, 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  aerrice  of 
the  United  States,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
inenu ;  and  Mr.  Talbot  proposed  for  considered 
tion  sundry  ameadmenu  to  the  bill ;  which  were 
read ;  aod  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Qilbs,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  and  amendments  were 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tati^oe,  from  the  anmafBrB  appointed  by 
the  Senate  to  confer  with  t|ie  managers  appointed 
by  the  House  of  Eepresentfttires  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  fifth 
amendment  made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  aame,"  and  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  househola 


furaitvre,  and  on  gold  aod  ailrer  watches,"  re- 
ported: 

'<  That  they  have  met  ^e  said  maaagera,  and,  after 
conibniag  with  them,  have  agraed  to  recommend  to 
the  Senate,  that  aa  the  aaid  amendment  would  have  no 
dfoet  for  the  preaant  year,  the  Senate  do  recede  frena 
aaid  ameadaieat.'' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  eousider  the  said  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  conference.  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved^  That  they  concur  therein,  and  that 
tber  recede  from  their  said  fifth  amendment  to 
said  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act* to  fix  the  com- 
pensations, and  increase  the  responsibility,  of  the 
collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties^ 
and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  the  collec- 
tion thereof,"  reported  it  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  considered  as  In  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  having  been  amended,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendment  be  en* 
grossed  aod  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend* 
ed?  it  was  determined  io  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  (he  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Kid,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  made  report,  together  with 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

Resolved^  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mosftew,  the  committee  to 
whom  wae  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  W. 
Ladd,  Joseph  Ladd,  ana  Thomas  Norvelt,  were 
discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  thereof, 

Mr«  Lacock  submitted  the  following  raeoliit 
tiou,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  eeetrnd 
rieadi^g: 

Bmahiff,  Uai  the  PaiualMi  of  the  SenaAo  pey, 
out  of  the  contingent  food  ef  the  teMta^  to  Tebiaa 
StnnMon,  two  hnndred  doUara,  in  consideration  of  faia 
uniform  good  oonduct,  and  particularly  for  his  exer* 
tions  to  aave  the  public  property  in  the  Capitol,  both 
before  and  after  the  deatruction  thereof  by  tne  enemy* 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  ikm 
second  timc^by  unanimous  consent,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  oo 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  resofution  be  engrossed  a^it 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative ;  and  the  resolution  was  then  reada  tbij4 
time,  by  unanimoua  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  lU  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
irrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined 
in  fhe  affirmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  persons  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
the  destruction  of  their  tools  by  fire  at  the  navy 
yard,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  conaidered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no  amend- 
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meat  having  been  made  thereto,  on  the  question, 
Bball  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  vest  more  effectually 
in  the  State  courts,  and  in  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  jurisdiction  in  the  cases  there- 
in mentioned i"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  regulating 
and  defining  the  (lutiesof  the  United  Stales' judges 
for  the  Territory  of  Illinois;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  fistablishment 
of  the  United  States;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  fixing  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  and  de- 
fining the  duties  of  the  United  States' judges  for 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  the 
third  reading. 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  distribution  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  amended,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  follows: 

Ruolved,  by  the  Senate  and  H6u$e  of  Repreemta- 
tipes  of  the  United  Statee  of  Ameriea  iu  Congreee 
auemBled,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  cause  to  be 
distributed  among  the  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  ordered 
by  law  to  be  printed,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be 
completed. 

Retohed^  That  so  many  of  the  remaining  copies  of 
the  laws  as  are.  not  already  distribnted,  be  deposited 
in  the  Congressional  Library. 

The  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Establishment 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Th«  resolution  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 
messengers  of  the  Senate  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  credentials  of  the  Honorable  William 
HuRTER,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commenc- 
ing on  the  fourth  day  of  this  month,  were  read, 
and  laid  on  file. 

Mr.  King  submitted  the  following  motion  : 

Buohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  is  hereby,  requested  to  give  instructions  to  the 
Secretary  of  War — 

To  prepare  and  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  their  next  session,  a  report  concerning 
the  annuities  and  presents  granted  to,  and  trade  car- 
ried on  with,  the  several  IndUn  tribes  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  United  States,  daring  four  years  antecedent 
to  the  4th  of  March,  1815,  whether  such  trade  has  been 
under  the  control  or  management  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Trade,  of  the  Governors  of  the  several  Ter- 
rbories,  or  of  any  ether  person  acting  in  behalf  of  the 


United  States :  and,  in  order  that  such  report  may  ez« 
hibit  a  foil  view  of  the  whole  Indian  trade  during  the 
term  aforesaid,  that  the  President  be  forther  requested 
to  direct  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  and  every 
other  publio  agent  concerned  therein,  to  fomish  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  such  accounts  and  statements  as  he 
may  call  for,  to  enable  him  to  prepare  and  make  the 
report  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  report  do  contain  an  annual  account  of 
the  Indian  trade  at  each  of  the  agencies  or  trading 
houses,  or  wheresover  else  the  same  shall  have  been 
carried  on,  including  therein  the  expenses  of  bulldingsy 
transportation,  and  all  other  incidental  charges ;  and, 
also,  a  statement  of  losses,  whether  of  goods  or  effectsj 
intended  for  the  Indians,  or  received  fr»m  them. 

Also,  a  like  annual  account  of  the  whole  of  the  In- 
dian trade. 

Also,  a  general  aooount  of  the  Indian  trade,  exhib- 
iting Uie  profit  and  loss  thereof  doring  the  term 
aforesaid. 

Also,  an  account  of  the  annuities  and  presents  due, 
paid,  and  delivered,  to  the  resjpeeCiTe  Indian  tribes^ 
during  the  aforesaid  term ;  speeiiying  the  dates  when 
the  same  were  doe,  and  when  they  were  paid  and 
deliveved. 

That  the  Secretary  do,  furthermore,  report  to  the 
Senate  his  opinion,  whether  any  alteration  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  several  officers  and  agents 
employed  in  the  superintendence  and  management  of 
Indian  aflfairs  would  be  advantageous;  whether  the 
consolidation  of  the  whole  care  and  management 
thereof,  and  the  placing  of  the  same  in  a  single  depart- 
ment, would  be  expedient;  and  whether  a  plan  may 
not  be  devised  that  will  be  equally  advantageous  to 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  more  economical  to  the  pub- 
lic, whereby  the  Indian  trade  may,  under  safeguards, 
be  hereafter  carried  on  by  individuals,  or  by  private 
companies,  instead  of  the  manner  in  which  the  same 
is  now  conducted. 

In  secret  session — 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Qastozt  and 
Mr.  Forsyth,  two  members  of  that  body  ;  Mr. 
Ga8ton,  Chairman : 

Mr.  PreMent:  The  House  of  Representa- 
tires  have  confidentially  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  df 
the  United  States  against  the  Algerine  cruisers," 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 


Thursday,  March  2. 

Mr.  Yarniuk  submitted  for  consideration  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  containing  the  same 
request,  and  embracing  the  same  objects,  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, submitted  on  the  28th  ultimo ;  and  the 
resolution  and  proposed  amendments  were  read. 

Mr.  GiLSS,  rrom  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  tfnited  States/'  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  committee  to 
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whom  was  rtf«rred  the  petition  of  Robert  and 
John  OUfer,  and  others,  was  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  thereof. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatires 
informed  the.  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the 
year  ooe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  ;'*  a 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers;" and  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  year  1815 ;''  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous content^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appronria- 
tiona  for  the  support  of  the  Mitttary  Establish- 
ment for  the  year  IdlS,**  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropria* 
tions  foe  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1815,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  last  mentioned 
bill,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
jmssed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  vest  more  effectu- 
ally in  the  State  courts,  and  in  the  district  courts 
of  the  United  States,  jurisdiction  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  $  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  BABBOua, 
and  Cbaob,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  persons  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
the  destruction  of  their  tools  by  fire,  at  the  Navy 
Yard,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  hill  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  amended  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
fix  the  compensations,  and  increase  the  responsi- 
bility, of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  and  for  other  purposes  connected 
with  the  collection  thereof,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Besolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend* 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barboub,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  as  relates  to  the  pres- 


ervatioa  and  promotion  of  menu  facto  res,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barboub,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  mano* 
factiirers  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  increasing  the  compen- 
sation allowed  the  Sergeant-at-Arros  of  the  Sen- 
ate," with  amendments,  in  which  thev  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  nave  also 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for 
the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Sens te  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  tiM 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  increasing  the  compensation 
allowed  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate." 
Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tubnbb, 

lUaolved,  That   they  concur  therein  with 
amendments. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  title,  to  read  "An 
act  increasing  the  compensation  allowed  the  Ser- 
geants-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant 
Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  and  defin- 
ing the  duties  of  the  United  States'  judges  for 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
actfixingtheMilitary  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  first  amend* 
ment  proposed,  to  wit :  Section  1,  line  4,  strike 
out  "  six,"  and  insert  '-fifteen,"  a  division  of  the 
question  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Lacock,  and  it 
was  taken  on  striking  out,  and  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  31,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chsce, 
Fromentin,  Gsillard,  Giles,  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hnnter,  Kerr,  King,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Smith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Vamum,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Goldsboroogh,  Talbot,  Thomp* 
son.  Turner,  and  Wharton. 

On  the  question,  to  insert  "  fifteen,"  in  lieu  of 
"  six,"  stricken  out,  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative—yeas 18,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Cfaaoe,  Fro- 
mentin, Gaillaid,  Giles,  Gors,  Howell,  Kerr,  King, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Vamum,  and 
Wells. 

Nats— Messn.  Bsrbonr,  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsbor- 
oogh, Honey,  Hnnter,  Talbot,  Thompson,  Turner,  and 
Wharton. 
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On  the  questioii  to  ligre«  to  the  third  amead- 
ment  proposed,  to  wit :  Section  3,  line  1,  strike 
out  ^'  one  Major  General,"  and  insert  "  two  Major 
Gtenerais,"  it  was  determined  in  theaffiriDative-<- 
yeas  20,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,  Fromentin, 
Gaillsrd,  Giles,  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  King, 
Laoock,  Moirow,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tsit,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Yarnum,  and  Wells. 

NAfs— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsboraugh,  Tur- 
ner^  and  Wharton. 

And  the  other  araendments  having  been  agreed 
tO)  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hoase 
accordinffiy ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
bill  was  furtfier  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en* 
grossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill 
having  been  reported  by  the  Commtiiee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bili  waaread  a  third  time  as  amend* 
ed,  by  unanimous  consent. 

JRmolvedy  That  this  bili  pass  with  amend- 
BMnts. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed  to  amend 
the  title,  to  read  '^An'act  reducing  the  military 
establishment  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  vest  more 
e&ctually  in  the  State  courts,  and  in  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  jurisdiction  in  the 
eases  therein  mentioned,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Arthur  Tapnan  and  John  Frothingham ;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  coosideraiton 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in 
March  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  1st  instant,  by  Mr.  Kino  ;  and, 
on  his  motion  having  been  amended,  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows : 

Reaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  give  instructions  to 
the  SecMtaiy  of  War^ 

To  piepare  and  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
flwnoamentof  their  next  session,  a  report  concerning 
the  annuities  and  presento  granted  tD»  and  the  trade 
eairied  on  with,  the  several  Indian  tribss  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  during  four  years  anteced- 
ent to  the  4th  of  March,  1616 ;  and,  in  order  thsX  such 
report  may  exhibit  a  foU  view  of  the  whole  Indian  trade 
dttring  the  term  aforeeaid,  that  the  President  be  further 
requested  to  direct  the  Supeantondent  of  Indian  Trade, 
and  every  other  pnbtic  agent  concerned  tbevein,  to  Air- 
nish  to  the  Secretary  of  War  such  accounts  uidstate- 
vents  as  he  may  coil  for,  to  enable  him  to  prepare  and 
make  the  report  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  report  do  contain  an  annual  acconnt 
of  the  Indian  trade,  at  each  of  the  agencies  or  trading 
heuees.  or  whevesoever  else  the  same  shall  have  been 
carried  oo,  including  therein  the  expenaes  of  buildings, 
transportation,  and  all  other  incidental  charges;  as 
also  a  statement  of  losses,  whether  of  goods  or  effects, 
intended  for  the  Indiana  or  received  from  them* 

Also,  alike  annnal  acconnt  of  the  vrixoJe  of  the  In- 
dian trade. 


Also,  agenend  acoeontef  the  IndiaA  trade,  exbiUlteg 
the  profit  and  loss  thereof  duriag  the  term  aforesaid. 

Also,  an  account  of  the  annuities  and  presents  due, 
paid,  and  deUveied»  to  the  lespeoture  Indian  tribes  dur- 
mg  the  aiiaresaid  terms ;  specil^ing  the  dates  when  the 
same  were  due,  and  when  they  were  paid  and  delivered. 

That  the  Secretary  do  furthermere  report  to  the 
Senate  his  opinion,  whether  any  alteration  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  several  officers  and  agents 
employed  in  the  superintendence  and  management  of 
Indian  afEurs  would  be  sdvantageous ;  whether  the 
consolidation  of  the  whole  care  and  management  there- 
of, and  the  placing  of  the  same  in  a  single  department, 
would  be  expedient ;  snd  whether  a  plan  may  not  be 
devised  that  will  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  more  economical  to  the  public,  whereby  die 
Indian  trade  may,  under  safeguards,  be  hereafter  carried 
on  by  individuals  or  by  private  compenies^  instead  ef 
the  manner  in  which  the  same  is  now  ccmdneted. 

SALE  OF  CAPTURED  NEGROES. 

The  following  Meaange  was  received  frona  ikm 
Prbsidbmt  09  THB  Unitbd  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statee  .* 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  acting 
Secretary  of  State,  complying  with  their  lesoluUon  df 
the  34tfa  of  October  laet. 

JAMSS  MADISQN . 

WASHiireTeir,  February  28, 1616. 

The  Message  and  report  (herein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

BxpAaTiCKirT  ot  Stavb,  Feb.  S8, 1,81^. 

The  undersigned,  aetiag  as  Secretary  of  States  t» 
whom  was  rejsrred  the  reeolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  24th  of  Ootober  last,  requesting  the  Preeident  of 
the  United  Btotes  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  (prowded 
he  shall  not  consider  the  same  improper  to  be  co^« 
municated,)  the  proof  of  any  traffic  carried  on  in  the 
West  Indies,  by  the  sale  of  negroes  taken  from  the 
United  States,  by  the  British  forces  since  the  present 
war,  has  the  honor  to  state,  that  suchproof  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  Executive  by  the  3Elon.  St  George 
Tucker,  in  the  form  of  an  affidavit  of  Captain  Wil^ 
Uams,  from  which  it  appeared  that  he  had  been  a  prie- 
onerin  the  BiAama  islands,  and  that,  while  there,  he 
had  •been  ptesent  at  the  sale  of  negroes  taken  from 
the  vidojUj  of  Norfolk  and  Hampton.  This  affidaviL 
voluntarily  given*  and  strengthened  and  corroborated 
by  a  variety  of  circumstances,  was  considered  at  the 
time  as  full  proof  of  the  iact.  and  was  tranamitM  to 
our  Ministers  at  Ghent  When  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  was  transmitted  to  this  Department,  applica- 
tion was  made  to  Judge  Tucker,  and  subsequently 
to  Major  Griffin,  for  the  original  affidavit,  or  for  an 
authenticated  copy;  as  neither  have  yet  been  re- 
ceived, and  as  it  is  deemed  improper  longer  to  detay 
thk  report,  the  undenrigned  begs  leave  to  refor  to  Ae 
accompanying  papers,  marked  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  from 
which  the  material  frbcts  staled  in  the  affidavit  may  be 
cdlected,  and  the  circumstances  which  have  prevented 
its  transmission  to  this  Department  explained.  Thii 
subject  will  be  further  investigated  with  a  view  to 
place  it,  in  all  its  circumstances,  in  the  most  satisisc- 
tory  light 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JA8.  MONROE. 
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No.  1. 
RiCBXoiTB,  November  Si,  1814. 
8im:  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  a  letter 
from  my  friend,  Mr.  Cabell,  and  one  from  Mr.  John 
Tabb  Smith,  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  affidavit 
was  made,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent Mr.  Campbell  has  written  to  Major  Griffin  to 
endeavor  to  procure  ^e  original,  and  if  he  should  for- 
tunately obtain  it,  I  will  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  it 
toyoa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectAilly,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

ST.  G.  TUCKER. 
JoHir  GftAKAX,  Esq., 

Dtpartment  of  State,  Washington, 

No.  8. 

Copy  of  a  tetter  from  Joseph  C,  Cabell,  Esq,,  to  the 
Hon.  St.  George  Tucker,  dated 

RicHXoin),  November  22,  1814. 

Mt  Dxak  Sim.:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the 
14di  lA  stent,  embracing  an  extract  from  the  letter  re- 
cently ^written  to  yon  by  Mr.  Graham,  of  the  Departs 
ment  oi*  State,  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  SUtes,  of  the  24th  ultimo. 

I  distinctly  recollect  all  the  material  circumstances 
in  rega^rd  to  the  copy  of  the  affidavit,  which  you  fbr- 
warded  to  the  President  About  the  period  that  Major 
Thomas  Griffin,  of  York,  went  on  board  *the  British 
squadron  in  Lynnhaven  bay,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
deavoring to  reooYer  his  negroes,  who  had  gone  off  to 
the  en«my, Ihappened  to  be  in  Williamsburg.  The 
destination  of  the  slaves  that  had  been  taken  or  re- 
ceived by  the  British,  was  then  a  subject  of  curiosity 
and  ooncern  throughout  the  lower  country.  I  under^ 
stood  that  a  seafiiring  man,  of  the  name  of  Williams, 
who  had  been  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  and  had  re- 
cently arrived  at  Hampton,  had  gone  in  company  with 
Major  Thomas  Griffin,  of  York,  before  John  Tabb 
Smith,  a  respectable  magistrate  of  the  county  of  Eliz- 
abeth City,  and  had  made  oath  that,  while  a  prisoner 
in  one  ef  the  Bahama  islands,  he  had  been  present  at 
the  sale  of  the  negroes  that  had  been  carried  off  from 
the  vicinity  of  Hampton  and  Norfolk ;  that  the  ne- 
groes were  sold  at  a  high  price,  and  that  a  negro  car- 
penter from  Norfolk  was  purchased  for  a  thousand 
dottan.  Several  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectebility, 
who  had  conversed  with  Major  Griffin,  informed  me 
that  he  spoke  of  Williams  as  a  man  whose  appeuance 
entitled  him  to  credit,  and  that  he  had,  aoeordingly, 
published  the  affidavit  in  the  town  of  York.  Through 
the  medium  of  Mr.  Coke,  ef  WiUiamsbnig,!  procured 
a  copy  of  this  paper,  which  I  handed  to  you,  and  was 
forwarded  by  you  to  the  President.  This  afiklant  was 
a  subject  of  general  conversation  about  that  time. 
The  circumstances  under  which  Williams  arrived  at 
Hampton ;  the  manner  in  which  he  described  the  ne- 
groes sold  in  the  Bahamas,  and  particularly  the  car- 
penter from  Norfolk,  and  the  appearance  of  entire 
nncerity  in  his  narrative,  left  no  doubt,  I  was  assured, 
on  the  mind  of  either  Mr.  Smith  or  Major  Griffin,  that 
the  alleged  sale  had  actually  taken  place.  I  did  not 
see  Major  Griffin,  nor  did  I  inquire  what  he  intended 
to  do  with  the  original  affidavit  of  Williams ;  my  con- 
jecture was,  that  he  would  send  it  on  to  the  commit- 
tee of  Congress,  charged  with  the  business  of  collect- 
ing proofs  of  the  barbarous  conduct  of  the  war  by  the 
enemy.  At  it  seems  he  has  not  dene  so,  I  presume 
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it  remains  in  his  possession.  I  will  write  immediately 
to  him,  with  the  view  pf  ascertoining  whether  this  be 
the  fact ;  and,  if  it  be,  to  request  the  favor  of  him  to 
enclose  me  the  affidavit.  The  result  of  my  inquiries 
of  that  gentleman  shall  be  made  known  to  you  with- 
out delay. 

In  the  interim,  I  remain  most  respectfully  and  sin- 
cerely, yours,  dtc. 

JOSEPH  C.  CABELL. 

No.  3. 

Ccpy  of  a  letter  from  John  Tabb  Smith  Esq.,  to  Judge 

Tucker,  dated 

Haxptoit,  Ntw.  21,  1814w 

Sim :  Your  favor  I  have  now  before  me.  Some  time 
in  the  year  1813,  there  came  before  me  a  Captain 
Williams  (I  think  his  name  was)  in  company  with 
Major  Thomas  Griffin,  of  York,  with  the  affidavit  you 
speak  of  in  your  letter,  which  be  swore  to  before  me, 
and  I  gave  my  certificate  thereto ;  I  then  gave  the  a^ 
fidavit  to  Major  Griffin,  and  expected  to  see  it  published 
in  one  of  the  Richmond  papers,  but  nc^r  heard  of  it 
since ;  but  from  your  letter,  I  expect  the  original  can 
be  got  from  Major  Griffin.  But,  if  it  is  mislaid,  I  well 
recollect  the  substonce  of  the  affidavit,  and  will  render 
you  any  service  in  my  power. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

JOHN  TABB  SMITH. 

If  it  can  be  got  from  Miyor  Griffin,  it  had  better  be 
in  the  Captain's  own  words,  with  my  certificate. 

St.  Gbobob  TucKsm,  Esq.,  dec.  J.  T.  S. 

No.  4. 
YosK,  (Ya.)  February  16,  1815. 
SiK :  Your  fovor  of  the  6th  instent  has  been  re- 
eetved.    I  have  examined  my  P«P<in  and  cannot  find 
the  original  affidavit  of  Captain  Williams,  therein  al- 
luded to.    The  copy  I  gave  Mr.  Cabell  was  literally 
correct ;  the  original  has  been  mislaid,  or  I  fear  lost  in 
the  bustle  of  moving  papers  from  hence  so  frequently 
as  has  been  done,  to  pUuse  them  without  the  reach  of 
the  enemy  during  the  war.    I  will  again  examine  and 
endeavor  to  recover  the  affidavit,  and  will  forward  the 
same  to  the  Department  of  SUte  as  sooa  as  it  shall  be 
recovered. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  GRIFFIN. 
Jonir  GmAHAX,  Esq., 
DepartmefU  of  State,  Washington. 

Sketch  of  Plunder,  by  Admiral  Coekbum  and  his 
officers,  on  St.  Simon^s  Island,  during  his  late  visit 
there. 

[From  the  Savannah  Republican.] 

Major  Btt/i!er— Two  hundred  negroes ;  ten  bales  of 
cotton ;  a  quantity  of  seed  cotton ;  his  iron,  new  and 
old  \  leather,  Unned  and  half  tenned ;  stock  of  wine, 
liquors,  soap,  candles,  And  poultry ;  plate,  and  stock- 
buckle,  stolen  by  an  officer  named  Horton. 

John  Couper— Eighty  negroes,  forty-eight  of  them 
prime  fellows,  some  of  them  tradesmen. ;  ten  bales  of 
cotton. 

Dr.  6Van/— One  negro  woman ;  fow  bales  cotton ; 
all  his  furniture  destroyed;  gins  spoiled  in  trying  to 
gin  cotton. 

A.C.  WyUy^QUjaxof^B  primest  of  hU  negroes; 
no  cotton. 
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J,  S,  Geekot—EUiwen  negroes ;  a  |>anr  of  rtzon,  and 
part  of  a  banel  of  flour,  stolen  by  Lieutenant  DeThierry. 

W»  McIntMh^Tive  negroes ;  twelve  bales  ginned 
and  some  nnguined  cotton. 

James  Hamilton — One  hundred  and  eighty-two  ne- 
groes ;  only  one  old  man  left  on  his  place,  and  he  mad ; 
twenty-five  bales  cotton — about  eighteen  ginned  by 
themselves  ;  all  his  plantation  stores,  medicines,  tools, 
paint  pots,  old  iron,  and  gin  boxes ;  some  handsaw 
files,  pocketed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Ramsay ; 
carpet,  library,  and  a  pair  of  pistols,  stolen  by  Cole, 
who  commanded  the  land  forces ;  a  beautiful  fowling 
piece  stolen  by  Horton,  the  same  officer  who  stole 
Major  Butler's  spoons  and  stock-buckle. 

E,  Matthews — ^Twen^-six  negroes;    seven  bales 


jl6v.  Brailsford^'RovMe  broken  open,  and  robbed 
hf  a  boat's  crew  under  command  of  a  Lieutenant 
Cfcant  some  of  Mrs.  Brailsferd*s  and  Mn.  Troup's 
dotheswere  bought  for  ten  dollare  from  tfie  thioTes  by 
LieutMunt  Locke,  commanding  Hu  Britamdo  Ma- 
jesty's brig  Manly.  t 

Mf.  iii6ot/*— Although  they  made  headquarters  of 
bk  honsa  and  lived  on  him  only  now  and  then,  bring- 
ing in  some  plundiired  mutton,  poultiy,  flour  and  Uquor, 
loot  the  oontentsof  his  store  and  had  the  quickiUver 
scraped  from  the  back  of  all  the  broken  looking  glasses 
in  the  house. 

In  secret  session-— 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa tires, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  against  the  Algerine 
cruisers,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative^yeas  27,  nays  2, 
as  follows : 

Ybas-— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fimnentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gore,  Hor- 
seyr  Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson, 
Smith,  Tslbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Var- 
nmn.  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

riATS->-Messrs.  Goldsborough  and  Lambert. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
notify  the  House  of  Representatives,  confiden- 
tially, that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  said  bill. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Fromentin  andGoLBS- 
BOBoooH'be  the  committee. 


Friday,  March  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
of  the  United  Slates."  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  eighteen  millions  four  hundred  and 
fifty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  three  times 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  Mill- 
Ury  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States." 
Whereupon^  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Qiles, 


Resolved^  That  they  insist  thereon. 
Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  reported 
it  with  amendments,  which  were  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly.. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en-' 
grossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  afiirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correct'- 
ly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent;  and  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  consent. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
their  disagreement  to,  and  ask  a  conference  on, 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  fixing 
the  Military  Peace  Estanlishment  of  the  United 
States;  and  have  appointed  mana^^ers  on  their 
part.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  vessels  captured  on 
Lake  Champlain;"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  reiad  three  times 
by  unanimous  consent  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gilbb, 

Resoloedy  That  the  Senate  a|[rec  to  the  con* 
ference  proposed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  end- 
tied  "An  act  ^xiwg  the  MHrtary  Peaoie  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Qilbs,  SMiTejand  Kino, 
be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resinned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  propert]^  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  wiule  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  tor 
gether  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair, 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PresidenC 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en* 
grosaed  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amisad* 
ed  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  tfflBffmatire. 

The  amendments  to  the  last  maatioaed  \M 
bavingtbeen  reported  by  the  committee  cofrecliv 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolted,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  making  an  additional  ap- 
propriation for  the  service  of  the  year  1815 ;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  three  times  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  to  vest  more  effectnaHj  in  the  State  courts, 
and  in  the  district  coUrts  of  the  United  States^ 
jarisdictlon  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned  f  and 
Mr.  YAfiNUM  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
Ksumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Va8NDJI  reported  the 
hiJi  to  the  House  accord iagly. 

Oa  the  guesiioo,  Shall  w  amendmeftt  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  tine  as  ameaid^ 
ed  ?  it  was  daienatoed  ia  ^  tffllmadre. 

The  a^KodaMat  to  the  last  mevtioiied  bill  hav>- 
ing  been  reported  by  llt»  owamiVb&i  oerreetly  en^ 
gmaad,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend* 
ed,  by  iHiaiHinoas  eoaseat,  and  passed  with  an 
aoeBdmeot. 

Oa  motion,  by  Mr.  Tatt,  the  Committee  on 
Nural  Afikirs,  who  were  iofttrticted,  by  the  reso- 
Imion  of  the  6th  of  January,  to  inquire  into  (he 
expediency  of  eatHbiishing  a  Naval  school,  were 
discharged  from  (he  further  consideration  thereof. , 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait.  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Gteorge  P.  StephensojBj  an4  others,  mer- 
chants and  ship-owners  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  of  midshipmen  in  the  United 
States'  Navy,  ajgrainst  the  appointment  of  sailing- 
masters  to  belieateaaats,.were  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  thereof. 

The  credeiuiiab  of  the  Hoar  CBRiBioraaa 
GoRfi,  appoiated  a  Senator  by  the  LeaislaUire  of 
the  CckiiuBfiiiweallh  of  Massachusetts,  &  ihe.term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fomrth  day  of 
March  next,  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  8enate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Todd :"  a  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  for  the  relief  of 
^e  Rastem  Braneh  Bridge  Oompaav ;''  also,  the 
biH,  eotitled  "An  act  anthorizlDg  the  Board  of 
Navy  Commissioners  to  appoint  clerks;^  in  which 
htUs  thoy  roqtieec  tbe'eoaoiirfMiee  of  iho  Senate. 
The  three  bHls  last  mentioned  were  reiad,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bitl,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,"  was  read  the 
secoBd  time  by  Bnannnoas  ooitseot,  aird  coasid- 
ered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed 
to  a  third  reading;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  hy  onaaimous  e^sent,  and  passed. 

The  bilLen tided  "An  act  authoriaioff  tke  Beard 
of  Ifavy  Commissioners  to  apj^iac  elef ks,^  was 
read  tiie  seeond  time,  and  constdered  as  in  Com* 
mhtee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  read-^ 
ii^$  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  by  onan- 
imous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Todd,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
aaanioaoQs  consent,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  La- 
cooK,  the  farther  eoosideration  thereof  was  post^ 
poned  to  the  fourth  day  of  Much  next* 


KBTALIATimt  flrYSTITM. 

Mr.  BtBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
IritioDs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  36th  of 
September  last,  respecting  the  uaauthorized  mode 
of  warfare  adopted  by  the  eoemV)  on  the  plea  of 
retaliation,  made  a  roport ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  of  the  eomotittee  is  as  follows: 

That,  although  fhe  war  has  happily  terminated,  thsy 
deem  it  important  to  rescue  the  American  Oovemmenft 
from  unworthy  imputations,  with  whidi  it  has  beea 
assailed  during  its  progress.  They  have,  therefore, 
endeavored  to  ascertain,  whether  the  destruction  of 
Tork,  in  Upper  Canada,  and  the  odier  cases  assumed 
by  our  late  enemy,  as  authorising  a  departnre  from  the 
settled  rules  of  civilised  warftre,  were  of  a  character  to 
justify  or  extenuate  their  conduct 

Tlie  result  of  the  inquiries  of  the  committee,  mani* 
ifesting  to  the  world  that  the  plea  whidi  has  been  ad- 
vanced for  the  destruction  of  the  American  Oapitol, 
and  the  phmder  of  private  property,  is  vdthout  founda- 
tion, will  be  found  in  the  commumcations  of  the  8e^ 
retaries  of  the  Departments  of  War  and  Navy,  and  of 
CtenersI  Dearborn,  commander  of  ths  American  forces, 
in  the  attack  on  "^ork,  herewith  submitted. 

DxvASTMXHT  OF  Stats,  Feb,  28»  1816. 

9iM  i  I  Iwvs  had  the  hoaor  toireeeive  yoar  istlet^re- 
qasSiiag,  oo  behalf  of  the  CoOMaifttse  of  FmeifB  ileli^ 
tions,  any  information  which  this  Department  psMesssS^ 
relalive  to  the  miscondoot  that  has  beeamHputed  to  the 
American  troops  in  Upper  Canada  daang  the  late  war^ 
aad  in  reply,  I  h»ve  l^  heoer  to  state,  that  the  dm^ 
ges  appear  to  be  oondned  to  three:  1st,  the  allegod 
burning  of  York ;  9d,  the  bofning  of  Newssk  ;  and  8d^ 
the  barmng  of  the  Indian  viUagas,  usnaUy  called  Ihe 
Moravian  toWas 

1st*  The  burning  of  Tork,  or  of  any  of  its  ptfolis 
edifices^  or  ef  any  its  private  houses,  Jms  never  been 
presented  to  the  vtewof  the  American  Government  fay 
its  owe  efioen,  as  matter  of  infonnatioii ;  and  ito^ver 
was  eahthited  by  the  British  Govemment,  or  any  of 
its  ofieers,  as  laatler  of  cempbint,  uottt  it  was  assarted 
iBHseaddreesof  theGovevnsf  in  Chief  to  the  Proeianial 
PathmsBt  ot  CanadSe,  oa  the  Mth  of  lannafy,  1BI5» 
« that,  aeajwt  retribnlion, thepmad  Gs^tol  at  Wash* 
asgton  has  esperisnoed  a  sumiaf  fole^o  that  inffidsd  by 
aa  Ameocan  foraeoa  the'fleatof  €h>«erBmeatin  Upper 
OasMda."  Hiis  essertiosi  havii^  led  to  asS  iaqoiiy^I 
am  enabled,  from  ofihaal  doeancists  and  genssal  m» 
fonaatisi^  tostsSe  the foHo^viaff  fosta  «f  thevsse,  for 
the  information  of  the  eemasiltee. 

The  tofm  ef  Tork  in  Upgier  Canada  was  taken  bjr 
the  American  Adny,  under  the  command  of  Oenenl 
Dearborn,  on  the  27th  of  April  1&I3,  and  it  was  ^aea- 
ated  on  the  sfSBeeedittg  1st  of  May ;  althoagh  it  was 
again  visited  for  a  day,  by  an  American  sfnadraOy 
ujsder  the  command  of  Oommodore  Chauneey,  on  the 
4th  of  August  At  the  time  of  the  capture,  the  BriSisk 
troops  on  their  retreat  set  fire  to  their  sMgsane,  sftd 
great  injury  was  doneiiy  the  eaidosion  toproperlyk  as 
well  as  to  persODSv  within  the  range  of  its  eibds*  At 
the  time  of  the  capture^  as  well  as  at  the  tiaie  of  &omm 
SBoders  Ohaunoe/s  visit,  the  pnblie  stores  were  seiead| 
and  the  pubUc  stosehsHses  were  destroyed;  but  the 
destraction  of  pnblio  sdiflees  for  otviliiiie^  or  of  pri- 
vate pfepetty,waenot«nlyan<uthorised,lmtpadtivaly 
forbidden,  by  the  American  commaadata;  and  it  Is 
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understood  that  no  private  home  was  destroyed  by  the 
American  troops.  It  has  recently,  however,  appeared, 
that  a  public  building  of  little  value,  called  the  Parlia- 
ment House,  (not  the  Government  House,)  in  which 
it  is  said  that  an  American  scalp  was  found  as  a  part  of 
the  decoration  of  the  Speaker's  Chair,  had  been  burnt ; 
whether  it  was  so,  and  if  it  was,  whe^er  it  was  sn  ac- 
cidental consequence  of  the  confusion,  in  which  the  ex- 
plosion of  the  magazine  involved  the  town,  or  the  un- 
authorized act  of  some  exasperated  individual,  has  not 
been  ascertained.  The  silence  of  the  military  and 
civil  officers  of  the  Provincial  Government  of  Canada 
seems  to  indicate,  that  the  transaction  was  not  deemed, 
when  it  occurred,  a  cause  either  for  retaliation  or  re- 
proach. 

2d.  The  burning  of  Newark,  adjacent  to  Fort  George, 
occurred  on  the  10th  of  December,  1813.  The  act  was 
vindicated  by  the  American  General,  as  necessaiy  tn 
his  militaiy  operations ;  but  as  soon  as  the  American 
Oovernment  heard  of  it,  instructions,  dated  the  6th  of 
January,  1814,  were  given  by  the  Department  of  War, 
to  Major  General  Wilkinson,  "  to  disavow  the  conduct 
of  the  officer  who  committed  it,  and  to  transmit  to  Gov- 
ernor Prevosta  copy  of  the  order  under  color  of  which 
that  officer  had  acted."  This  disavowal  was  accord- 
ingly communicated,  and  on  the  10th  of  February, 
1814,  Governor  Prevost  answered,  "  that  it  had  been 
with  great  satis&ction  he  had  received  the  assurance, 
that  the  perpetration  of  the  burning  of  the  town  of 
Newark  was  both  onauthorized  by  the  American  Gov- 
eniment  and  abhorrent  to  every  American  feeling; 
tiiat  if  any  outrages  had  ensued  the  wantoi^  and  un- 
justifiable destruction  of  Newark,  passung  the  bounds 
of  just  retaliatiott,  they  were  to  be  attributed  to  the 
influence  of  irritated  passions,  on  the  part  of  the  unfor- 
itunate  sufferers  by  that  event^  which,  in  a  state  of  ac- 
tive war&re,  it  had  not  been  possible  altogether  to  re- 
atiain,  and  that  it  was  as  little  congenial  to  the  dimo- 
■ition  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  as  it  was  to  that 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  deliberately 
to  adopt  any  plan  of  poli^  which  had  for  its  object 
the  devastation  of  private  property." 

But  the  disavowal  of  the  American  Government  was 
not  the  only  expiation  of  the  unauthorized  ofience  com- 
mitted by  its  officer ;  for,  the  British  Crovemment  un- 
dertook itself  to  redress  the  wrong.  A  few  days  after 
the  burning  of  Newark,  the  Britlrii  and  Indian  troops 
crossed  the  Niagara  for  this  purpose;  they  sorprised 
and  seized  Fort  Niagara ;  they  burnt  the  villages  of 
Lewtstown,  Manchester,  Tuscaiora,  Bufialo,  and 
Black  Bockf  desolating  the  whole  of  the  Niagara  ficoo- 
tior,  and  dispersing  the  inhabitants,  in  the  extremity  of 
tho  Winter.  Sir  George  Prevost  himself  appears  to 
have  been  satisfied  with  the  vengeance  that  had  been 
inflicted ;  and,  in  his  proclamation  of  the  12th  of  Jan- 
pary,  1814,  he  expressly  declared,  that  for  the  burn- 
ing of  Newark,  **  the  opportunity  of  punishment  had 
oeenned ;  that  a  full  measure  of  retahation  had  taken 
place,  and  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  pursue  fur- 
ther a  system  of  warfare  so  revolting  to  his  own  feel- 
ings, and  so  little  congenial  to  the  .British  character, 
nnlMs  the  future  measures  of  the  enemy  should  compel 
him  again  to  resort  to  it."  With  his  answer  to  Major 
General  Wilkinson,  which  has  been  already  noticed, 
he  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  proclamation,  ^  as  ex- 
pressive of  the  determination  as  to  his  future  line  of 
conduct,"  and  added,  ^  that  he  was  happy  to  learn 
that  there  was  no  probability  that  any  measures^  on  the 
put  of  the  American  Govomment,  would  oblige  him 
to  depart  from  it" 


8d.  The  places  usually  called  the  Moravian  towns, 
were  mere  collections  of  Indian  huts  and  cabins,  on  the 
river  Retrench  or  Thames,  not  probably  worth,  in  the 
whole,  one  thoniand  dollars.  The  Indians  who  inhab- 
ited them,  among  whom  were  some  notoriously  hostile 
to  the  United  States,  had  made  incursions  Uie  most 
cruel  into  their  territory.  When,  therefore,  the  Amer- 
ican Army  under  General  Harrison  invaded  Canada 

on  the of 1813,  the  huts  and  cabins  of  the 

hostile  Indians  were  destroyed.  But  this  species  of 
warfero  has  been  invariably  pursued,  by  eveiy  nation 
tagaged  in  war  with  the  Indians  of  the  American  con- 
tinent. However  it  may  be  regretted  on  the  sooro  of 
humanity,  it  appears  to  be  the  necessary  means  of 
averting  the  still  greater  calamities  of  savage  hostihtiea ; 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  occurrence  would  never  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  charge  against  the  Ameri- 
can troops,  if  the  feet  had  not  been  misrepresented  or 
misunderstood.  Many  people  at  home,  and  moit  peo- 
ple abroad^  have  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  Moravian 
towns  wero  the  peaceable  settlements  of  a  religious 
sect  of  Christians,  and  not  the  abode  of  a  hostile  tribe 
of  savages.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  William  W.  Bibb, 

Chairman  Cam.  of  Foreign  Rdatioiu. 


Natt  Dxvabtxxht,  Feb.  IB,  1815. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  com* 
mittee  of  the  Senate,  communicated  to  me  by  your 
note  of  the  14th  current,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you,  herewith,  extracts  from  the  letters  of  Commo- 
dore Chauncey  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
subject  of  destroying  the  public  store-houses  and  stores 
at  York,  in  Upper  Canada,  and  which  is  all  tho  inform 
mation  in  this  Department  on  that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  xespectlhlly,  air,  your 
obidient  servant, 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHI^LD. 
Hon.  Wx.  W.  Bibb, 

Chairman  CommUteCt  4«« 


Extrad  of  a  ktterfrom  Commodore  Uaae  Ckaun^ 
to  the  Seeretaryofthe  Naioy,  dated  off  York,  U.  Cf., 
AprUW,  1813. 
'*  The  enemy  set  fire  to  somA  of  his  principol  stores, 

containing  large  quantities  of  naval  and   military 

stores,  as  well  as  a  large  ship  upon  the  stocks,  nearly 

finished* 


From  the  same  to  the  eamt^  dated  off  NutgarOf 
Auguit  4, 1818. 

<<In  the  evening  of  the  30th  ultimo,  we  weighed 
and  stood  for  York,  arrived  and  anchored  in  that  har^ 
bor,  at  about  8  P.  M. ;  on  the  81st  ran  tho  schooners 
into  the  upper  harbor,  landed  the  marines  and  soldiers 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Scott,  without  opposi- 
tion ;  found  several  hundred  barrels  of  flour  and  pro- 
visions in  the  pubKc  store-houses,  five  pieces  of  can- 
non, eleven  boats,  and  a  quantity  of  shot,  shells,  and 
other  stores ;  all  which  was  either  destroyed  or  hrought 
away.  On  the  first  instant,  after  having  received  on 
board  all  that  the  vessels  could  take,  I  directed  the  bar- 
racks and  the  public  store-houses  to  be  burned.  We 
then  re-embarked  the  men,  and  proceeded  to  this 
place,  where  I  arrived  yestorday." 


297 


HISTOBY  OF  CONGKBS& 


29» 


March,  1816. 


Proceedings. 


Senate. 


Letter  from  Gen,  Henry  Dearborn  to  the  Honorable 
Joaeph  B»  Vamum^  a  member  of  the  Senate* 

BosTOv,  October  17, 1814. 
Dbaji  8ib  :  In  reply  to  yoor  letter  of  the  11th  in- 
etant,  I  ueaie  yon,  in  the  meet  explicit  manner,  that 
no  pablic  or  private  buildings  were  burned  or  destroyed 
by  the  troops  under  my  command,  at  York,  in  Upper 
Canada,  excepting  two  block-houses,  and  one  or  two 
dieds  belonging  to  the  Navy  Yard.  I  placed  a  strong 
guard  in  the  town,  with  positive  orders  to  prevent  any 
plunder  or  depredation  on  the  inhabitants ;  and,  when 
leaving  the  place,  a  letter  was  ^received  from  Judge 
Scott,  chief  justiee  of  the  superior  court,  in  which  he 
expreased  his  thanks  for  the  humane  treatment  the 
inhabitants  had  experienced  from  out  troops,  and  for 
my  psortieular  attention  to  the  safety  of  their  persons 
and  ]^operty;  A  frigate  on  the  stocks,  and  a  large 
store-house  containing  their  naval  stores,  were  set  on 
fire  by  the  enemy  subsequent  to  their  offer  of  surren- 
dering the  troops  and  public  property.  Several  of  the 
most  iraluable  public  buildings,  connected  with  their 
principal  military  positions,  were  destroyed  by  the 
explosion  of  tiieir  magaxine,  which  proved  so  fotal  to 
our  troops ;  and  although  there  were  strong  provoca- 
tions for  boming  or  destroying  the  town,  aothing  of 
the  kind  took  place  more  than  I  have  already  men* 
tioned,  either  by  the  army  or  navy. 

Yooxs,  with  respectful  esteem, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  JotspH  B.  Vjlbvum. 

The  Senate  adjoarned  to  six  o'elock  in  the 
eteniiBg. 

Six  o^dock  in  the  evening. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  concurred  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  in  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  fixing  the  Mil- 
itary Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States," 
and  that  the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  GtLB8,  from  the  managers  at  the  confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  made  the  following  report : 

That,  after  due  consideration  of  the  various  ques- 
tions involved  therein,  they  have  agreed  to  recommend 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
aentativea  the  following  modification : 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  the  first  amendment 
proposed  to  the  bill. 

That,  in  lieu  of  the  second  amendment  proposed, 
the  two  Houses  agree  to  substitute  the  word  ten,  for 
the  word  fifteen. 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  all  the  other  amendments  pro- 
posed by  tiie  Senate. 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to 
the  tide.  • 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
report ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  first  member 
thereof,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second 
member,  to  substitate  the  word  ten  iot  fifteen^  it 
was  determined  in  the  afiirmative — yeas  15, nays 
6,  as  follows : 

Yba«— Messrs.  Bsabour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Chace,  I>ag« 


gett,  Giles,  Gore,  King,  Lambert,  Morrow,  Talbot,  Tait» 
Thompson,  Turner,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gailiaid» 
Laoock,  Smith,  Vsmum,  and  Wells. 

And  the  other  members  of  the  report  having 
been  agreed  to,  it  was  Reealved^  That  the  Senate 
concur  m  the  report,  and  that  the  bill  be  amended 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Dagostt  presented  the  memorial  of  Rob-- 
ert  Sewall,  praying  compensation  for  the  loss  and 
destruction  of  property  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, by  the  enemy,  which  was  occasioned  by  hav* 
iog  his  house  converted  into  a  military  fortress^ 
as  is  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  wfis  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Committee  oa 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  tha 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
recommending  a  declaration  of  war,  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  against  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Al- 
giers, were  discharged  from  the  farther  consider- 
ation thereof 

On  motion^y  Mr.  Dana. 

Reeolved^  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be 
removed  respecting  the  proceedings  on  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  Unitea  States  recom- 
mending a  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States 
against  the  Dev  and  Regency  of  Algiers,  and  on 
the  bill,entitlea  ^An  act  for  the  protection  of  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  against  the  Alge- 
rine  cruisers." 

[For  these  proceedings,  see  February  23,  and 
March  1  and  2,  cmteJl 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Militarj 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitiea 
"An  act  makinff  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1815,'^ 
reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were  read, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole: 
and,  having  been  agreed  to/the  President  reportod 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Beedtiedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  February,  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  were  discharged  from  tae  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Wbarton  presented  a  petition  signed  by 
a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  remonstrating  against  the  transporta- 
tion and  opening  of  the  maiion  the  Sabbath ;  and 
the  petition  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to 
some,  and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy",  while  in  the  mUitary  sec- 
vice  of  the  United  States.*' 
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The  BeoftU  praoteded  to  eoMidertlwir  Mneo^ 

ments  to  the  last  mentioocd  liiU,  wbkb  bavvfeeeii 
dini^rttd  lo  by  the  Hoote  of  RepresMHativet. 

On  motioD,  by  Mr.  Kimo,  tbat  the  forther  con- 
•identioD  thereof  be  pottpcnied  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  inotafrt,  it  was  determined  in 
the  afSroaative— yeas  12,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Mesnrs.  Bibb,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Girfds- 
boroagh.  Gore,  King,  Lambert,  Tait,  Thoakpaoii,  Tor- 
imv  and  Vamani. 

1€ax»-*M earn.  Baiboar,  Bany,  Bnwa,  Chaca,  Lap 
cock,  Monow,  Smith,  Taibot,  and  Whavton. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Scfnate  that  the  Hoase  have  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
have  anpointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  in 
which  tney  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Chace  and  Ba^rboub 
be  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Chaoe  reported,  from  the  joint  committee, 
that  they  hod  waited  on  the  President  of  the 


Usited  Sutcfl,  who  Snitoned  them  that  he  had 
no  further  commnniealtoa  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  CoBgrtss. 

Mr.  KiMG  submitted  the  following  resoloiioo, 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  tlieseco&d  reading 

Remdoedt  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  bo 
advanced  out  of  the  contingent  fbnd  to  Samuel  Turner^ 
John  O.  McDonald,  and  Lewis  H.  Machen,  deiks  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  to  each  of 
them,  req»ective^»  ipr  their  serrices  during  the  cur* 
rent  year. 

On  tke  question.  Shall  this  reaoMiUoii  ba  oovr 
read  the  second  timel  it  was  obJAOted  lo  by  Mc« 
Vabnum  as  against  the  rule. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreeoatativeo 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  having  fin* 
ished  the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  ad* 
journ. 

Ordearedi  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Repreaantatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finish- 
ed the  liegialative  bosiness  before  them,  aw  about 
to  adjourn. 

Whereapon,  the  Praiideat  adjoamod  the  Seoale 
without  day. 


PR0€££DIN6S  AND  DEBATES 


09  THX 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THIS  TBIBD  SBeSION  OF  THB  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  19,  1814. 


Monday,  September  19, 1814. 

This  being  the  day  appoiated  by  proclamatioa 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  on 
the  8th  day  of  August,  1814,  for  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  Lakgoon  Cbevbs,  the  Speaker,  Pat- 
BicK  Magruder,  the  Clerk,  and  the  following 
members  of  the  Hoose  of  RepreseatatiFee,  ap- 
peared, and  look  their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  NeiD  AmfMiiUre— B<f«  Yoae. 

Frwm  JMiuiadbMell^^Eiy  ih  Brigham,  WiUiam  Ely, 
Le¥i  Hubbard*  Cyras  King,  NathaBiel  Buggies,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

From  C<mnee<icii/-^Epaphroditns  Champion,  John 
DaTsnport,  jr.,  Jonathan  0.  Mossley,  and  Lewis  B* 
Stnrges. 

Fnnn  Vermont — ^William  C.  Bradley,  James  Fisk, 
Richard  Skinner,  William  Strong,  and  Charles  Rich. 

From  New  York — Daniel  Aveiy,  Alexander  Boyd, 
Oliver  C.  CoiSitock,  Peter  Denoyelles,  Jonathan  FIsk, 
James  Geddes,  Thomas.  P.  Grosi«nor,  Moss  Kent, 
John  LoYOtt,  'Jacob  Markell,  Hosea  Moffit,  Thomas  J. 
Oakley,  Jotham  Post,  jr.,  and  Ebenezer  Sage. 

/Wm»  Penfuyfoonui— William  Anderson,  Dayid 
Bard,  Robert  mwn,  John  Oonard,  Roger  BaTis, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Samnel  D.  Ingham,  Jared  Irwin, 
Aaron  Lyle*  WOliiuBi  Piper,  John  Rea,  Adam  Sey- 
bttrt,  Adamson  TannehiU,  Daniel  Udree,  and  Thomas 

WUSOB. 

Fnm  Dekitvare^-^ThommM  Cooper. 

Profm  Marybmd — Sterenson  Archer,  Alexander  C. 
Hanson,  Joseph  Kent,  and  Philip  Stuart 

From  Virginia — ^Thomas  M.  Bayhr,  William  A. 
BurweU,  Hugh  Caperton,  John  W.  Eppes,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Aylet  Hawes,  John  Kerr, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  McCoy,  Thomas  Newton, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  John  Roane,  John  Smith,  and 
Francis  Whiter 

Frtm  North  CoreKiw— Wiffis  Alston,  JfAm  Cnl- 
peper,  Peter  FonieV,  WIffiam  Gaston,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
eon,  William  H.  Mniftee,  Joseph  Pearson,  Richard 
Stanford,  and  Bartlett  Yancey. 

Ffm  Souih  CaroHnm^hmgdaa  Cheves,  (Sjpeaker,) 
David  R.  ETans,  Samuel  Farrow,  Theodore  Oourdin, 
and  Thomas  Knahaw. 

From  Georgia — Alfred  Cnthbert  and  John  Fonyth. 

.FV-ont  KcfitecAy— James  Clarice,  Joseph  H.  Haw- 
kma,  Joaeph  Desha,  Richard  M*  Johnson,  Thomas 
Moatfomefy,  Stephen  Ocmaby,  and  SaloBioii  P.  Sharp, 


From  Tennessee— John  H.  Bowen,  Thomas  K.  Haiw 
ris.  Perry  W.  Humphreys,  John  Rhea,  and  John 
Sevier. 

From  OAtb— John  Alexander,  James  Caldwell,  Wil- 
liam Creighton,  jr.,  and  John  McLean. 

A  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  House,  being  present  a  committee  was 
appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  join  such 
committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them;  and  Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Oaklby  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  Philip  P.  Barboixb, 
eleeted  to  sup^y  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  John  Dawson,  one  of  the  members  from 
the  State  of  Virginia^  also  appeared,  produoed  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

William  Lattimors,  the  ^elc^ate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and 
that  they  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They 
have  appointed  a  committee,  on  their  part,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  re» 
ceive  any  communications  he  may  be  pleaded  to 
make  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
Clerk  was  directed  to  procure  newspapers  from 
any  number  of  offices  that  the  members  may  elect 
provided,  that  the  expense  thereof  do  not  exceea 
the  price  of  three  daily  papers. 

Tuesday,  September  20. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  From  Massa- 
chusetts, Laban  Wrbaton,  Jobn  Rras,  and 
WiLUAM  Baylies;  from  Pennsylvania,  Williah 
Crawford,  and  Isaac  GairriN;  from  Virginia, 
John  G.  Jackson  ;  from  North  Carolina,  Mb- 
SHACK  Frahkun;  from  Georgia,  Bollino  Hall. 
GfiORffii  M.  TBOOT,aDd  William  Barhrtt;  and 
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from  Kentucky,  Samuel  McKee;  appeared,  and 
took  tlveir  seats. 

Jonathan  Jennings,  the  delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  Indiana,  also  appeared  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  was 
assembled  and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tions he  might  be  pleased  to  make  to  them,  re- 
ported that  they  had  performed  that  duty,  and 
the  President  answered  he  would  make  a  com- 
munication to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to-day 
at  twelve  o'clock. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  [For  this  Message, 
see  Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,  anU  page  12.] 


Wednesday,  September  21. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Geobge  Bradbury  ;  from  Rhode  Island, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior;  from  Pennsylvania, 
William  Findley  and  Edward  Crouch  ;  from 
Maryland,  Charles  Goldsborough  ;  from  North 
Carolina,  William  R.  Kino;  from  South  Caro- 
lina, David  R.Evans  and  John  J.  Chappell; 
and  from  Georgia,  Thomas  Telfair  ;  appeared, 
and  took  their  seats. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the  Standing 
Committees,  pursuant  to  the  roles  and  orders  of 
the  House ;  and  the  following  were  appointed : 

Oymmittee  of  Ways  and  Means. — Mr.  Eppes, 
Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Oakley, 
Mr.  Gaston,  Mr.  CreieHton,  and  Mr.  Ingham. 

Committee  of  Electtons.^Mt.  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Mr.  Goldsborouffh,  Mr.  Vose,  Mr.  Comstock,  Mr. 
Anderson,  Mr.  Alston,  and  Mr.  Harris.* 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufaciures*— 
Mr.  Newton.  Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  Murfree,  Mr. 
Jackson  of  Rnode  Island,  Mr.  Baylies,  Mr.  uour- 
din,  and  Mr.  Ruggles. 

Committee  qf&aims,-^Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Goodwyo,  Mr.  Davenport.  Mr.  Alexander, 
Mr.  Bard,  and  Mr.  Boyd. 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,— Mr. 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr. 
Pearson,  Mr.  Bradley,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  De- 
noyelles. 

Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,— Mr,  McKee, 
Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Moseley, 
Mr.  Geddes,  Mr.  Irwin,  and  Mr.  McCoy. 

Committee  on  the  Post  (Mce  and  Post  Roads.— 
Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Lyle,  Mr.  Brtffham, 
Mr.  Bayl V,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Rich. 

Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Gaims,— Mr.  Cbappell,  Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Wilson 
of  Pennsvlvania,  Mr.  Sage,  Mr.  Bly,  Mr.  Wil- 
cox, and  Mr.  Conard. 

Committee  on  Public  Expenditures.— Mr.  Ma- 
con, Mr.  Findley,  Mr.  Champion,  Mr»  Bang  of 


North  Carolina,  Mr.  Kent  of  New  York,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  and  Mr.  Caldwell. 

Committee  of  Retisal  and  Unfmished  Business. 
Mr.  Stanford,  Mr.  Wheaton,  and  Mr.  Bradbury. 

Committee  of  Accounts.— Mr.  Kershaw,  Mr. 
Barnett,  and  Mr.  John  Reed. 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary, — Mr.  Ingersoll, 
Mr.  PleasantSj  Mr.  Telfair,  Mr.  Sturges,  Mr. 
Cooper,  Mr.  Fisk  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Evans. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House : 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
the  subject  of  foreign  affairs  be  referred  to  a  se* 
lect  committee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
our  Military  Establishment  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

3.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
our  Naval  Establishment  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
our  revenue  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

5.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
the  classing  and  disciplining  of  the  militia  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  Mr. 
Gholson,  Mr.  Grosvenor,  Mr.  Peai^n,  and  Mr. 
McLean,  were  appointed  a  commitTee  pursuant 
to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Troup,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Se- 
vier,  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Lovett,  Mr.  Tannehill,  and 
Mr.  Barbour,  were  appointed  a  committee  puisu- 
ant  to  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  Pleasants.  Mr.  Burwell,  Mr.  Seybert,  Mr. 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Ormsby,  Kir.  Post, 
and  Mr.  Ward,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  third  resolution. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Cuthbert,  Mr. 
Desha,  Mr.  Hanson,  Mr.  Moseley,  Mr.  Piper,  and 
Mr.  Hubbard,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  fifth  resolution. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Bradley,  for  consideration : 

Resohed,  That,  instead  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
meree  and  Mana&ctoies^  there  shall  be  appointed  two 
standing  committees,  the  one  to  be  styled  "  a  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce,"  and  the  other  **  a  Committee 
of  Manufactures,"  to  conaiBt  of  seven  members  eadu 

The  reaolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  ou 
the  table. 

Tbubsdat,  September  22. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  Jboutbun  Wilcox  ;  from  New  Jer- 
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sey,  RioH&RD  Stooktoit;  from  South  Carolina, 
Blias  EARLE;aod  from  Kentucky,  William  P. 
DuvALL,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  Samuel  Dana,  elected 
to  supply  the  Tacaocy  occasioned  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  by  the 
resignation  of  William  M.  Richardson,  appeared, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  that 
farther  time  may  be  given  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands  in  said  Territory,  to  complete  their  pay- 
ments; that  the  price  of  the  public  lands  may  be 
reduced,  and  that  the  quarter  sections  may  be 
subdivided. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  the  said 
Legislature,  to  the  same  effect  with  the  memorial 
last  stated.— Referred  to  <tke  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 
ry be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  further  provisions,  by  law,  for  aiding  and 
protecting  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  official  duties,  and  for  preventing 
intercourse  with  the  enemy. ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  yesterdav,  to  amend  the  standing  rules  aad 
orders,  and  the  same  being  read,  was  again  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davenport. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Chap- 
lain on  their  part. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  for  consideration  : 

Betohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the.  causes  of  the  eaptnre  of  this  city  by  the  ene- 
my ;  who,  into  the  manner  in  which  the  public  build- 
ings and  property  were  destroyed,  and  the  amount  in 
value  of  the  property,  public  and  private,  so  destroyed ; 
and  that  they  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORocGH,  of  Maryland,  recommend- 
ed that  the  resolution  might  be  laid  on  the  table. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  blowing  up  of  Fort 
Warburton,  and  the  occupation  of  Alexandria  by 
the  enemy,  should  be  included  in  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Johnson  assenting  to  the  proposition,  the 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

BURNING  OP  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Patrick  Magruder,  Clerk  to  this  House,  de- 
tailing the  circumstances  attending  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  office  by  the  enemy  ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Pearson,  Telfair,  Di7- 
VALL,  Winter,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Kershaw, 
and  Kerr. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

Clxbk's  Omox,  Hovsx  ov  Rxpxxsxir tatztxs, 
September  20, 18U. 

8is :  Being  compelled  to  leave  home  the  latter  part 
of  July,  for  the  Springs,  on  account  of  indisposition ; 
after  leaving  the  derka  in  charge  of  the  office,  with 


instructions  as  to  their  official  duties,  and  a  person  in  • 
charge  of  the  library  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  and  airing  the  books,  pursuant  to  the  regula- 
tions thereof;  during  my  absence,  the  invasion  of  this 
city  was  effected  by  the  enemy,  and  the  destruction  of 
public  property  by  them,  in  those  departments  imme- 
diately under  my  superintendence,  ensued ;  and,  for 
a  more  particular  detail  of  the  circumstances  attending 
that  disastrous  event,  I  must,  through,  you,  refer  to  a 
statement  of  facts  (submitted  in  a  letter  to  me  from 
the  clerks,  who  were  left  in  the  office  after  the  militia 
marched  from  the  District)  to  the  House,  with  a  request 
that  a  committee  may  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating the  subject-matter  thereof,  and  report  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and,  also,  that  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  may  be  instructed  to  ascertain,  as  near  as  can 
be,  the  amount  of  money  paid  on  account  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  House,  since  the  first  day  of 
January  last,  by  the  Clerk,  that  he  may  have  credit  for 
the  same  at  the  Treasury,  as  the  public  Touchers  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  since  that  period 
have  all  been  destroyed  in  the  conflagration  of  the 
Capitol.  Without  the  aid  of  such  an  ascertainment, 
by  a  committee  of  the  House,  justice  cannot  be  done 
to  the  undersigned  or  the  public. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  yours,  dec. 

PATRICK  MAGRUDER. 
The  Spxakxb  of  the  HoueeofRepe. 

CiTT  OT  Washikotoit,  Sept.  15, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  order  to  correct  any  erroneous  statements 
or  representations  which  may  go,  or  have  gone,  out  to 
the  public,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  your  office, 
we  deem  it  our  duty  to  make  the  following  statement 
of  iacU : 

At  the  time  you  left  the  city,  (which  was  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  of  July,)  for  the  Springs  in  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania,  for  the  recoveiy  of  your  health,  sU 
was  quiet,  and  we  believe  no  fears  were  entertained 
for  the  safety  of  the  seat  of  Government  Indeed^ 
nothing  was  heard  of  the  enemy,  except  his  maraud- 
ing parties  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  what  was  seen  in 
the  newspapers,  of  troops  being  ordered  firom  Europe 
to  America. 

Abou^he  middle  of  August  it  was  stated  that  the 
enemy  was  in  the  bay,  in  great  force,  and,  on  the  19th 
of  that  month,  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  called  out,  under  which  call 
every  clerk  of  the  office  was  taken  into  the  field,  ex- 
cept Mr.  Prost,  and  marched  to  meet  the  enemy. 

On  the  Slst,  the  first  of  the  undersigned  clerks  was 
furioughed,  by  Brigadier  General  Smith,  at  the  request 
of  Colonel  George  Magmder,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
taming  to  the  ciw,  to  take  care  of,  and  save  such  part 
of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Clerk's  office,  as  he 
might  be  able  to  effect,  in  ease  the  enemy  should  get 
possession  of  the  place ;  he  arrived  here  in  Uie  night 
of  that  day. 

His  orders  firom  Colonel  G^rge  Magruder  were,  not 
to  begin  packing  up  until  it  was  ascertained  that  die 
clerks  at  the  War  Office  were  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness; and  it  was  not  until  12  o'clock,  on  Monday,  the 
22d,  that  we  were  informed  that  they  had  begun  to 
move  the  effects  of  that  office,  although  we  were  sub- 
sequently told  that  it  had  commenced  the  day  before. 

We  immediately  wont  to  packing  up,  and  Mr.  Burdi 
went  out  in  search  of  wagons  or  other  carriages,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  books  and  papers ;  every 
wagon,  and  almost  every  cart,  belonging  to  the  city, 
had  been  previously  impressed  into  the  service  of  the 
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United  Statai,  for  th«  traniporUtioB  of  the  baggii^eof 
the  nxmj ;  the  few  he  wu  able  to  find  were  loeded 
with  the  private  efiSscti  of  individuals,  who  were  mov- 
ing without  the  dtj ;  thoee  he  attempted  to  hire,  but, 
not  euoceeding,  he  claimed  a  right  to  impreie  them ; 
but,  having  no  legal  authority,  or  military  force  to  aid 
him,  he,  of  coutm,  did  not  succeed.  He  then  sent  off 
three  messengers  into  the  country,  one  of  whom  ob- 
tained from  Mr.  John  Wilson,  whose  residence  is  six 
miles  from  the  city,  the  use  of  a  cart  and  four  oxen ; 
it  did  not  arrive  at  the  office,  until  after  dark  on  Mon- 
day night,  when  it  was  immediately  laden  with  the 
most  valuable  records  and  papers,  which  were  taken, 
on  the  same  night,  nine  miles,  to  a  safe  and  secret  place 
in  the  country.  We  continued  to  remove  as  many  of 
the  most  valuable  books  and  papers,  having  removed 
the  manuscript  records,  as  we  were  able  to  do  with  our 
one  cart,  until  the  morning  of  the  day  of  the  battle  of 
Bladensburg,  after  which  we  were  unable  to  take  away 
anything  further. 

Eveiy  thuig  belonging  to  the  offioe,  together  with  the 
library  of  Congress,  we  venture  to  say,  night  have  been 
removed  in  time,  if  caniages  could  have  been  procured ; 
but  it  was  altogether  impossible  to  procure  them»  either 
for  hire,  or  by  force. 

The  most  material  papers  which  have  been  loelare, 
the  last  volttmesaf  the  manneoript  records  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  Wsys  and  Means,  Claims  and  Pensions,  and 
Revolutionary  Claims;  the  clerks  were  engaged  in 
bringing  up  these  records  previous  to  the  alarm,  and 
as  it  was  not  certam  that  the  enemy  would  get  to  the 
dty,  and  bebg  desirous  to  have  them  completed,  they 
were  not  packed  away  with  the  rest,  but  were  kept 
out,  that  they  might  be  finished  by  the  meeting  of 
Congress ;  but  with  the  intention  of  taking  them  to  a 
private  residence,  if  such  removal  should  be  found  ne- 
oessaiy.  After  the  defeat  of  our  troops  at  Bladensburg, 
Mr.  iSost  removed  them  to  the  house  commonly  called 
General  Washington's,  which  house  being  unexpect- 
edly consumed  by  fire,  these  records  were  thus  unfor- 
tunately lost. 

The  secret  journal  of  Congress  was  also  consumed ; 
it  was  kept  in  a  private  drawer  in  the  office,  and  in  the 
hitny  of  removal  was  forgotten.  Its  eonteiy|,  how- 
ever, have  been,  in  most  cases,  published  border  of 
the  House. 

The  manuacript  papers,  which  have  net  been  saved, 
were  mostly  of  a  private  nature,  consisting  chiefly  of 
petitions,  and  unimportant  papers,  presented  previous 
to  the  year  1799. 

We  segrei  very  noch  the  lose  of  your  private  ao- 
oonnts  and  voiuchers,  among  which,  we  are  sorry  to 
add,  vraae  the  reee%>ts  and  aecounU  of  the  expeaditwe 
of  itkb  contingent  moneys  of  the  House  of  EepresenI* 
atives ;  they  were  in  the  private  dM^erof  Mr.  Geoige 
Magruder,  whiah  being  locked,  and  the  key  not  in  ow 
possession,  we  delayed  to  break  it  open  until  the  laat 
extremity,  after  which  it  escaped  our  leeolUction. 

It  is  well  kwnwn  to  one  of  us,  (Mr.  Barcii,)  that  the 
receipts  were  from  the  fimt  of  January  last,  and  em- 
braced  nearly  the  whole  amoont  of  the  aj^ropriation 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Honse. 

A  number  of  the  printed  books  wen  also  ooosnmed, 
but  they  were  all  duplicates  of  those  whkh  have  been 


We  have  thus  given  you  a  fuU  account  of  our  pro- 
ceedings during  the  troublesome  scene,  and  we  flatter 
otrselves  you  vrill  not  see  in  them  anything  to  disap- 


prove^ aa  we  ware  goided  solely  bf  a  lealoaa  endeavor 
to  diachitfge  our  doty  to  you,  and  to  the  public. 
.       S.  BURCH, 
J.  T.  FROST. 
To  Patmcx  MAenunxa,  Bsq. 


Friday,  September  23. 

Several  other  members^  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  MoBRis  S.  Miller  and  Elisha  J.  Win- 
ter ;  from  New  Jersey,  Lewis  Condigt,  Thojias 
Ward,  and  William  Cox  ;  from  Maryland,  Al- 
exander McKiM  and  Robert  Wriqht;  from 
North  Carolina,  Israel  Pickens;  and  from  Soatk 
Carolina,  William  Lowndes  ;  appeared  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  Yorkj^presenled  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants^  the  city  of  New  York| 
praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  to  incorporate 
a  mtional  Bank.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimore^  the  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  rel- 
ative to  the  right  of  saffrage,  presented  on  the 
12th  of  February,  1814,  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
Lattimore,  Dana,  and  Vosb. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  .have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  two  Chaplains,  one  by  each  House, 
who  shall  interchange  weekly,  in  which  resolu- 
tion they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the 
election  of  a  Chaplain  to  Congress  on  their  part: 
and  upon  an  examination  of  the  ballots  it  appeared 
that  the  Rererend  Obadiah  B.  Brown  was  duly 
elected. 

CAPTURB  OF  THB  CSTY. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnboil  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  resolution  offered 
by  him  on  yesterday,  which  was  again  read  as 
follows : 

"  Reiohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  tolnqnire 
into  the  causes  of  the  capture  of  this  city  by  the  enemy, 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  buildings  and  proper^ 
was  destroyed,  and  also  into  the  amount  in  yalue  of 
the  property,  public  and  private,  so  destroyed ;  and  that 
they  have  power  to  senu  fw  persona  and  papers." 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  regret  at 
the  absence  from  the  House  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Ck>LD8SOftOUi»Jat  whoae 
suggestion  this  resolution  had  yesterday  been  laid 
on  the  table.  Mr.  L.  said  it  was  his  wish  that 
the  House  should  also  inquire  into  the  manner 
and  reasons  of  the  capitulation  of  Alexandria,  and 
of  the  destruction  of  Fort  Warburton.  As  re- 
spected the  town  of  Alexandria,  he  knew  that  its 
conduct  had  been  much  misunderstood,  and  by 
some,  misrepresented  He  desired  to  know  the 
facts  on  this  subjecL 

Mr.  Johnson  made  a  few  general  obserrations  on 
the  nature  of  this  inquiry.  His  object  he  declared 
to  be,  an  inquiry  into  the  preparations  made,  and 
the  measures  authorized  and  adopted  by  the  Ad- 
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miiiiitfrnUoa  fiw  iiM4of««ee.of  iIm  Dittrietfvfvm 
to  it»iQ7moay«id  imo  (k«  eolieetiea  B&d  dia|ioa»- 
tion  of  ibm  force  bjr  tko  conmBoirog  oflftetcs  of 
tbe  vmonttdosof  iptioiis  of  it.  He  advef  tad  to  tfae 
TuiouB  opi»ioii8eiitertftiited  notooly  at  a  distaace 
but  eren  in  this  District,,  in  respect  to  the  merits 
of  all  to  whom  might  attach  praise  or  censure  in 
regard  to  the  recent  transaetions.  If  there  was 
blamcL  as  even  those  who  defended  all  parties  ap- 
peared to  admit,  he  wished  to  know  with  whom 
It  rested.  He  had  no  ificlioation,  having  this 
sipsde  ohjent  in  vieW)  te  eneanfacr  the  iaqoiry 
with  mttUers  uoeottnecied  wtth  his  objeet.  and 
was  iherefore  averse  to  retaining  the  olaose'  pro- 
posing afrinqmry  itttotl»  amount  of  private  prop* 
erty  isstroyed. 

Mr.  Lb^is  said  he  waf  as  desirous  as  the  gen** 
tleman  from  KentockT  eonld  -imsibly  be  for  a  full 
asd-early  inquiry,  but  he  did  thiok  that  everything 
relating  to  the  oceunrence  within  the  District 
would  come  fairly  within  the  inquiry.  The  town 
of  Alexandria  was  an  important  part  of  the  Dis- 
trict. The  whole  District  is  equally  under  the 
exclusive  jorisdiolion  of  Con^resSj  and  Mr.  L. 
said  it  was  due  to  all  that  the  inqunry  sbonld  be 
general.  But,  as  the  gentleman  was  unwilliog 
to  accede  to  suth  an  amendment  as  he  wished  to 
propose,  he  would  waive  it  for  the  pmeDt,  aad 
ofier  it  in  the- shape  of  a^ktinet  fesoltttaoa. 

Mf.  GfKieviNOA,  of  New  York^said  he  was 
sorry  he  conld  not  aeoord  in  the  propriety  of  witfa- 
drawiag  the  proposed  amendweot.  The  sirtjeet 
of  theeapkulation  of  Aleaandria^and  the  pvevious 
destruction  of  Fort  Warburtmi,  was  closely  eon- 
nected  with  that  of  the  capture  of  the  city.  This 
District,  under  the  exclusive  control  of  Gongress, 
had  been  approached  by  the  enemy  in  different 
directions,  up  the  Patuxent  and  the  Potomac,  by 
two  divisions  of  the  same  force.  It  was  prema* 
ture  now  to  give  any  opinion  where  the  blame, 
if  any,  of  what  had  happened  should  rest.  He 
hoped  it  would  rest  nowhere ;  that  the  recent  dis- 
aster  would  be  found  to  be  the  result  of  the  par- 
ticular situation  of  the  country,  which  precluded 
any  adequate  defence.  But,  if  there  was  an  in- 
quiry, he  hoped  it  would  be  a  thorough  one ;  one 
which  would  satisfv  the  nation  where  the  blame 
ought  to  rest.  In  this  view,  he  thought  it  would 
be  idle  to  inquire  why  the  Capitol  fell,  distinguish- 
ing it  from  any  other  part  of  the  District.  Fort 
Warburtoo  was  one  ot  its  defences ;  the  destruc- 
tion of  it  carries  on  its  face  great  cause  of  suspi- 
cion— and  ought  therefore  to  be  a  particular  sub* 
ject  of  inquiry ;  and,  certainly,  if  any  part  of  the 
subject  was  worthy  of  inquiry,  this  was.    The 

SiOtleman  from  Maryland  being  absent,  he  would 
erefore  propose  an  amendment  in  the  following 
words :  ''  ana  into  the  causes  which  induced  the 
destruction  of  Fort  Warborton  and  capitulation 
of  Ale^andtia." 

Mr.  Johnson  bad  no  objection  to  including 
Fort  Warburton  in  the  inquiry,  but  objiected  to 
also  including  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  did 
not  doubt  that  the  object  of  all  those  who  inter- 
ested themselves  in  this  matter,  was  to  have  a  full 


investigalioB  of  the  subject  in  a  aatibnal  view. 
Instead^  then,  of  inqofaring  into  the  particular  de- 
tails, he  Would  wish  to  have  the  inqotry  general, 
and  couched  in  the  very  terms  in  which  thePre»* 
ideat  had  brought  it  before  Congress,  in  his  Mes- 
sage, and  he  sbonld  move  to  amend  this  motion 
accordingly.  Mr.  O.  then  stated  his  proposed 
amendmeoL 

Mr.  GnoavKiOB  withdrawing  his  proposed 
amendment,  Mr.  JosNaoa  aeeepted  Mr.  Gas- 
ton's amendment  to  his  motion ;  making  it,  with 
a  facther  modification  soggcsted  by  Mr.  Gbo8« 
vaaoR,  read  as  follows : 

Xuobed,  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  sncosss  of  the  enemy  in  his  late 
enterprises  against  the  Metropolis,  and  the  netghbomg 
town  of  Alexandria,  and  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
pubHo  baitdings  and  property  were  destroycxi,  and  the 
amount  thereof;  and  that  they  havepoweor  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Wbiobt,  of  Maryland,  took  occasion  to 
state  his  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  more 
Parliamentary  to  ha^e  inquired  into  the  causee 
of  the  failure  of  the  United  States  to  defend  the 
District,  than  of  the  enemy's  success  in  his  enteiw 
prise  against  il.  But  Mr.  W.  did  not  move  any 
amendment. 

The  motion  as  it  aow  stands  was  agreed  to, 
without  a  dissenting  voice ;  and  Mr.  Johkson, 
of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr. 
MiLLBB,  Mr.  GoLBSBOBOuoa,  Mr.  Babboub,  and 
Mr.  PtoKBNS,  were  appointed  a  committee  pureii^ 
ant  to  the  said  resolution. 


MoMUAT,  September  26. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  SamubIi  Sbbbwooo,  Wiluam  Ibvino^ 
and  John  LBPrBBTS,  appeared  and  took  their 
seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Massaehnsetti, 
JoBN  W.  HuLBBBT,  elected  to  supply  the  vacaney 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  or  Daniel  Dewey, 
appeared,  was  qoalifiedy  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Kbnt,  of  Maryland^  presented  a  petition 
from  the  President  and  Direetors  of  the  Wash- 
ington Bridge  Company;  also, a  petition  from 
the  President  Direetors  twf  the  Eastern  Branch 
Bridge  Company;  respectively  praying eompen* 
sation  for  sbkI  bridffes,  they  havtng  been  destroy- 
ed by  the  armed  ioeees  ot  the  United  States.-^ 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lattihobb,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petttien  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pray- 
ing  an  extension  of  the  right  of  sufi&age,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  iaereas- 
iag  the  number  of  the  membm  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  said  Territory ;  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoaae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  have  the 
application  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  the  Library,  in  which  they  aak  the  coa* 
currence  of  this  House. 
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The  resolation  was  read,  aod  concurred  in  by 
the  House;  and  Mr.  Setbert,  Mr.  Lowndbb, 
and  Mr.  Qabton,  were  appointed  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittinff 
his  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  United  States ;  which  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  transmitting  copies  of  a  letter 
from  Admiral  Cochrane,  commanding  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty's  naval  forces  on  the  American 
station,  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  with  his  an- 
swer, and  of  a  reply  from  Admiral  Cochrane.*— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  FiBK,  of  New  York,  rose  and  addressed 
the  House,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  Upon  a  subject  which  has  for 
several  weeks  past  attracted  the  attention  of  this 
bod^,  and  indeed  of  every  person  in  this  nation,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  a  resolution  to  bring  the 

3[ttestion  promptly  and  fuller  beibre  this  House 
w  examination  and  discussion.  After  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  had  recovered  from  the  sur- 
prise and  astonishment  they  felt  at  hearing  of 
the  capture  of  this  city,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
public  buildings^  their  first  inquiry  was,  where 
shall  Congress  sit  with  safety  and  convenience  ? 
Some  designated  one  place,  some  another ;  but 
few,  if  any.  imagined  that  the  Councils  of  the 
nation  would  continue  here.  It  is  not  merely  ne- 
cessary that  the  members  of  the  Greneral  Govern- 
ment should  be  secure  in  their  own  opinion,  they 
must  be  so  in  the  opinion  of  the  nation.  The 
confidence  and  credit  of  the  nation  is  identified 
with  the  security  of  the  public  Councils^  aod  the 
safety  of  the  public  records.  Menace  this  safety, 
and  public  confidence  is  impaired,  public  credit  is 
shaken. 

It  was  supposed,  as  well  in  as  out  of  this  House, 
that  Congress  would  at  an  early  day  take  this 
subject  into  consideration. 

There  are^  I  am  well  aware,  upon  this  measure, 
a  variety  of  opinions.  The  question  is  one  of 
some  delicacy,  much  interest  and  importance, 
worthy  of  attentive  examination  and  deliberate 
decision*  If  it  should  be  agitated,  as  I  apprehend 
It  is.  in  some  degree  to  excite  inquiry,  to  raise 
expectations,  or  create  an  interest  by  informal 
discussion,  it  is  best  to  bring  it  directly  and  for- 
mally before  this  House,  that  it  may  be  here  ex- 
amined, decided,  and  put  at  rest.  With  this  view, 
and  under  these  impressions,  I  have  risen  to  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  resolution  I  am 
about  to  offer.  If  we  are  to  have  a  temporary 
removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gk>vernment  until  the 
public  edifices  can  be  rebuilt,  our  public  library 
and  documents  replaced,  the  sooner  this  shall  be 
decided  the  better;  and  if  we  are  to  remain  here, 
it  is,  under  existing  circumstances,  desirable  that 
this  should  be  determined  by  a  vote  of  Congress, 
and  preparations  made  accordingly.  I  therefore 
submit  the  following  resolution : 


Reiohed,  That  s  committtee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  removing  the  Seat  of  Govem- 
ment,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  to  a 
place  of  greater  secnrity  and  less  tnoonvenience  than 
the  City  of  Washington ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  qaestion  on  taking  this  resolution  into 
consideration  was  decided  as  follows,  by  yeas  and 
and  nays:  For  consideration  79,  against  it  37,  as 
follows : 

YsAS^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Aveiy,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd, 
Bradbory,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cham- 
pion, Chappelly  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyeliss, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hanis* 
Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Idand,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  MarkeU,  McLean,  Mof- 
fit,  Moseley,  Mnrfrey,  Oakley,  Piper,  Post,  John  Reed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Roggles,  Sage,  Seyberf^ 
Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Sturgss,  Tan- 
nehiUy  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setU,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and 
Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Burwell, 
Cuthbert,  Eppes,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson, 
Goodwyn,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawldns,  Hubbard,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
Montgomery,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Viiginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  Tel- 
fidr,  Tronp,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  yirginia,  was  opposed  to  the 
removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government  under  any 
circumstances  whatevei'.  He  was  particularly 
opposed  to  it  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tion— he  did  not  believe  the  City  of  Washington 
more  vulnerable  than  any  other  situation  east  of 
the  Alleghany  Mountain,  nor  as  much  so  as  Bal- 
timore, Philadeinhia,  or  even  Lancaster;  to  one 
of  which,  he  unaerstood,  it  was  the  wish  of  gen- 
tlemen to  carry  it.  Mr.  L.  said,  the  natural 
situation  of  Washington  was  as  well  calculated 
to  resist  an  enemy  as  any  to  which  gentlemen 
could  desire  to  remove;  and  the  circumstance  of 
its  having  been  invaded,  was  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  abandoned. 

If  proper  preparations  for  resistance  had  been 
made  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  made 
them,  Washington  had  been  safe  against  double 
the  number  of  its  invaders.  Instead,  then,  of 
removing  the  Seat  of  Government,  let  us  do  our 
duty  by  compelling  others  to  do  theirs.  Let  forti- 
fications be  immediatelv  constructed  and  defend- 
ed by  a  sufficient  numoer  of  men  inured  to  the 
duties  of  the  camp,  and  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
hereafter.  It  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  degradin|r, 
under  present  circumstances,  to  remove  from  this 
place.  Our  enemies  had  ezultiogly  declared  that 
Coosress  had  been  driven  from  their  seat,  and 
should  no  longjer  continue  there.  Let  us  not, 
then,  fulfil  their  predictions  and  gratify  their 
I  wishes.    On  the  score  of  accommodations,  Mr. 
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L.  obtterYiHi,  that  althoagb  the  present  Hall  was 
not  as  ^acioQs  and  magoifieent  as  the  one  we 
had  been  accnstomed  to  occupy,  yet  it  wa/  as 
conTenJent  as  anv  we  might  calculate  on  getting 
elsewhere;  at  all  events,  it  would  do  very  well 
until  another  could  be  built  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ingtoD.  He  stated,  that  although  from  the  words 
of  the  resolution  a  temporary  removal  wasonly  con- 
templated, yet  tie  verily  believed  that,  when  once 
started,  it  would  never  again  return,  and  he  feared 
the  consequences  that  would  follow.  The  Slates 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland  had  made  large  dona- 
tions in  money  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the 
City  of  Washington  as  the  permanent  Seat  of 
the  Gkneral  Government,  and  they  would  not 
willingly  submit  to  the  sacrifice.  Hundreds  and 
thousands  of  individuals  had  been  induced,  from 
a  perfect  confidence  in  the  permanency  of  the 
Seat  of  the  Natiooai  Government,  to  expend 
their  all  in  its  improvement,  -who  will  be  re- 
duced to  bM^gary  and  want  if  this  resolution  is 
adopted.  The  original  proprietors  of  the  ground 
upon  which  the  city  stands,  had  given  to  the 
Government  two- thirds  of  their  property  for  pub- 
lic uses;  the  greater  part  of  which  bad  been  sold 
by  the  Government,  and  the  proceeds  appropria- 
ted to  public  purposes.  Would  it  be  just  to 
sacrifice  these  people  1  Mr.  L.  exhorted  the  House 
to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of  adopting  the 
resolution.  He  hoped,  by  rejecting  it,  that  an 
end  would  be  put  to  similar  attempts  hereafter, 
and  that  the  good  people  of  the  District  would  be 
permitted  to  repose  in  safety  upon  the  faith  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  law,  and  would  be  suf- 
fered (o  continue  their  improvements  here  with- 
out the  dread  of  being  sacrificed.  For  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years,  Mr.  L.  observed,  similar  attempts 
bad  been  made,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  create 
alarm  and  paralyze  exertion  and  improvement,  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  public.  He  hoped  the 
vote  which  would  now  be  given  would  silence 
forever  attempts  which  could  do  no  good,  but 
much  barm. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  also  opposed  the  re- 
solution, in  an  energetic  manner,  on  the  grounds 
of  expediency  aud  Constitutionality.  He  also 
alluded  to  the  danger  of  intrigue,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government;  which,  he  said,  was 
the  species  of  friction  most  dangerous  to  the  regu- 
larity and  stability  of  Republican  Gtovernmeat. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  in  an  impress- 
ive manner  warned  the  House  against  listening 
to  this  proposition;  and,  among  other  observa- 
tions, in  his  usual  forcible  manner,  said,  that  if 
the  Seat  of  Gk>vernment  was  once  set  on  wheels, 
there  was  no  sayiag  where  it  would  stop. 

Mr.  FiBK,  of  New  York,  expatiated  on  the  in- 
conveniences under  which  Congress  legislated  in 
this  place.  Their  documents,  he  said,  were  strick- 
en from  their  hands.  This  was  a  time,  he  said, 
reauiring  the  united  endeavors  and  the  most  in- 
teliigent  exertion  of  the  Public  Councils,  to  save 
the  nation.  The  people  would  not  be  disappoint- 
ed, he  said,  to  find  Congress,  with  the  view  of 
promoting  this  paramount  object,  removing  to  a 
place  of  safety,  where  the  means  of  information 


were  more  at  band  than  here;  to  a  place  more 
connected  with  the  moneyed  interest  of  the  na- 
tion; where  tbe^  could  have  a  better  opportunity 
to  call  into  action  the  resources  of  the  nation. 
As  to  violation  of  the  public  faith,  as  to  any  act 
which  would  have  the  effect  to  injure  individuals, 
or  to  affect  injuriously  the  States  of  Maryland  or 
Virginia,  he  would  be  among  the  last  to  propose 
either.  He  did  not  view  a  temporary  removal  of 
the  Seat  of  Government  to  a  place  of  greater  safety 
in  thatli^rht.  Gentlemen  would  admit  there  might 
be  cases  in  whioh  removal  might  be  necessary, 
as  in  case  of  sickness,  famine,  threatened  or  actual 
invasion.  The  arffoment  against  the  motion  ap- 
peared to  rest  on  tnis  basis — that  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  temporarily  removed,  it  would  never 
return  to  this  place.  Were  gentlemen  aware  of 
the  bearing  of  this  argument?  It  was  nothing 
more  than  saying,  that  on  a  removal  to  any 
other  place,  the  inconveniences  of  this  would  a]>- 
pear  l^  contrast  so  strongly,  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  never  be  induced  to  leturn.  He 
hoped  arguments  of  this  character  would  not  in- 
duce the  House  to  refuse  an  inquiry  into  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  would  vote 
against  the  resolution,  and  observed,  that  the 
reasons  offered  for  it  appear  to  be  derived  from 
inconvenience  to  Congress.  That  inconvenience 
is  said  to  arise  from  loss  of  public  documents,  and 
inconvenience  of  living.  In  respect  to  living,  he 
would  make  no  observations.  In  respect  to  pub- 
lic documents,  he  observed,  the  loss  thereof  i 


great ;  but  the  probability  is,  that  that  loss  can  be 
met  as  well  in  this  city  as  elsewhere.  Congress, 
at  the  commencement  of  this  Government,  had 
no  precedents  to  direct  them,  except  what  the 
proceedings  of  the  Old  Congress  afforded.  That 
several  copies  of  the  journals  of  the  Old  Congresi^ 
and  also  some  copies  of  the  journals  of  Congress 
under  the  present  Government,  may  be  had  ia 
this  city  is  presumed. 

He  said  be  would  pass  over  the  Constitutional 
objection  to  a  removal,  and  observe,  that  for 
Congress  to  remove  from  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia because  the  public  buildings  were  destroyed, 
may  be  assimilated  to  the  removal  of  a  man  frooi 
his  farm  because  a  banditti  had  burned  his  house. 
For  a  man  so  to  remove  would  be  deemed  an  act 
of  puerility,  and  di^lay  absence  of  wisdom  and 
fortitude. 

The  eves  of  Rurope  will  be  drawn  to  the  re- 
sult of  the  proposed  resolution*  A  removal  by 
them  will  be  ascribed  to  a  want  of  firmness;,  and 
at  this  paaticnlar  time  that  Conffress  do  manifest 
firmness  and  determination  is  safe  and  honorable; 
and  so  it  will  appear  to  all,  on  the  present  ques* 
tion.  This  House  has  an  opportunity  to  manifest 
that  firmness  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world. 

Mr.  Pbabson,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  had 
supposed  that  a  gentleman  who  could  have  snm« 
moned  up  so  much  fortitude  as  to  introduce  the 
resolution  now  under  consideration,  would  have 
given  to  the  subject  that  reflection  which  would 
have  enabled  him  to  offer  some  better  ground  for 
it,  some  plausible  reason  why  this  most  eztraor- 
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dinary  uid  UBiieard  of  propoeition  tlioald  be 
adopted.  If  there  was  a  man  id  this  Hovse,  or 
in  the  oattoD,  who  could  vote  for  the  motion  from 
motiTes  of  mere  personal  conrenieDce,  that  man 
in  bii  judgment  deserved  the  execratioo  of  his 
country.  If  there  were  any  great  national  object 
which  required  that  this  motion  should  be  adopt- 
ed $  that  the  public  faith  should  be  violated;  that 
the  persons  who  compose  the  population  of  this 
city  should  be  stripped  of  their  property,  acquired 
mder  the  faith  of  the  Government,  should  be 
turned  out  beggars  on  the  community,  the  House 
woold  very  properly  enter  into  a  consideration  of 
euch  a  motion.  But  what  reasons  are  now  offered 
for  it?  The  gentleman  who  introduced  does  not 
■ay  that  he  himself  is  afraid  to  remain  here.  Bat 
the  gentleman  says  the  people  are  agitated  and 
uneasy,  and  desire  the  Qovernment  to  remove  to 
a  place  of  safety.  Were  the  people  to  think  for 
the  gentleman  on  matters  coming  before  him 
kere^  or  was  he  to  think  for  himselt  1  Were  the 
members  to  consult  their  distant  constituents 
whether  they  were  sale  in  remaining,  or  was  this 
Houae  to  determine  for  itself?  The  ffentieman 
had  said  the  proposed  removal  is  only  tempo- 
rary; but  his  argnmenu  look  to  a  permanent  re- 
movaL  Where,  if  not  here,  is  the  gentleman  to 
get  those  records,  those  steering  oars  to  gaide 
Eim  in  this  difficult  road  ?  The  public  library  is 
destroyed^,  bot  there  are  as  good  in  this  Disuiet 
as  in  any  place  to  which  it  is  new  proposed  to 
RiBove.  The  gentleman  may,  if  he  thinks  pro- 
per, within  the  Compass  of  ten  miles,  obtain  all 
the  books  he  ever  read.  The  gentleman  had  in- 
timated that  Congress  might,  in  a  commercial 
city,  obtain  facilities  in  our  Inaaeial  transactions, 
and  with  more  readiness  procure  money  to  carry 
on  this  war.  All  these  arguments  go  to  favor  a 
permanent  removal.  If  he  was  certain  of  any 
one  thing,  Mr.  P.  said,  it  was,  that  the  Conctiio- 
tion  precluded  Congress  from  such  removal. 
The  law  establishing  a  permanent  seat  of  Gov- 
enuannt  was  bottomied  on  the  Constitution ;  and, 
in  consequence  of  its  passage,  the  whole  soil  of 
the  District  had  been  transferred  in  fee  simple  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  ex* 
press  condition  that  that  act  of  Congress  was  car- 
ryinn  the  Constitution  into  effect.  What  would 
gentlemen  do  with  those  thousands  of  people  who 
had  expended  their  sobstaoce  in  buildirig  and 
^     improving  the  place,  and,  relying  on  the  public 


faith  ple^^  by  solemn  acta,  had  given  their 
property  into  the  hands  of  the  Government? 
The  man  who,  in  cold  blood,  could  place  the  citi- 
seos  of  this  place  in  the  condition  in  which  they 
wonld  be  in  the  event  of  removal,  for  considera- 
tions oi  a  private  nature,  deserved  eternal  punish- 
ment. In  another  point  of  view,  Mr.  P.  said,  it 
seemed  to  him  that^entlemen  who  were  regard- 
ful of  the  honor  orthe  country,  would  not  be 
ready  to  heap  disgrace  upon  disgrace,  and  add  to 
the  disaster  of  the  enemy's  success  against  this 
place;  that  they  would  be  prevented  by  their 
national,  or  even  party  pride,  from  permitting 
the  enemy  to  obtain  a  greater  triumph  than  they 
have  already  obtained.    The  President  had  in- 


formed Congress,  in  his  Message,  that^e  poUic 
buildings  had  been  destroyed,  bot  thW  onlv  a 
momentary  inconvenience  had  thereby  resulted 
to  the  Government.  If,  after  this.  Congress 
should,  under  the  impulse  of  terror,  or  any  other 
motive,  remove  from  here,  they  will  only  give 
cause  of  triumph  to  the  enemy.  So  far  from  en- 
tering into  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  for  such 
conduct  the  people  would  scout  us  from  our  seats. 
What,  sir !  Shall  the  Representatives  of  a  coon- 
try  like  this,  with  thousande  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  citizens  ready  to  offer  up  their  blood  in 
its  defence — shall  we  go  off  in  a  panic  from  a 
place  not  even  menaced  by  the  enemy  ?  To  do 
so  would  be  ten  times  more  degrading  than  the 
result  oi  the  late  incursion  of  the  enemy.  Mr. 
P.  made  a  number  of  other  pertinent  remarks, 
and  concluded  by  saying,  that,  in  the  language  of 
his  colleague,  to  set  the  Gorernment  on  wheels, 
would  give  play  to  the  worst  passions  of  the 
worst  men,  and  everything  would  become  fair 
game  for  ambition  and  intriffoe. 

Mr.  Faheow,  of  Soath  Carolina,  said  he  had 
voted  to  consider  this  motion,  because  he  was 
desirous  to  treat  with  due  respect  every  proposi* 
tton  made  by  a  member  of  this  House.  But  he 
asked,  now,  what  ^reat  advantage  would  be  de* 
rived  from  committing  this  subject^  respecting 
which  there  could  be  no  hesitation  m  deciding. 
The  subject  doubtless  had  been  well  considered 
before  it  wa«  introduced  into  the  House.  For 
what,  said  be,  are  we  now  called  upon  to  remove 
from  this  place?  He  was  not  about  to  say  whe- 
ther this  place  was  the  best  that  could  have  been 
selected  for  the  Seat  of  Government.  On  that 
question  he  said  be  should  not  know  what  course 
to  give  to  his  own  vote.  But  the  question  of  re* 
moval  at  this  moment  was  a  very  different  one. 
Are  we  now  called  on^said  he,  to  strike  the  stand- 
ard of  the  nation  ?  To  say  to  the  enemy,  you 
have  been  here  once,  and  may  come  again  ?  No, 
sir ;  let  us  rally  around  it.  The  enemy,  indeed, 
had  once  been  here,  and  for  his  part  he  wished 
they  miffht  attempt  to  come  again.  It  was  time 
enough  for  Oonsress  to  move  when  they  were  in 
sight.  He  should  doubt  whether  the  honorable 
members  of  this  House  would  then  flee  brfore 
them.  Having  assisted  in  calling  the  nation  to 
war,  he  was  ready  to  take  part  in  rt  himself.  He 
would  rather  sit  under  canvass  in  the  city  than 
remove  one  mile  out  of  it  to  a  palace.  There 
had  been  no  strength  measured  with  the  enemy 
in  defending  this  place,  and  he  wonld  not,  by 
deserting  it,  give  him  more  credit  than  he  had . 
derived.  The  men  of  this  District,  led  by  proper 
officers,  would,  he  believed,  always  do  their  duty 
and  defend  their  city.  Do  we  see  any  danger? 
Do  you  wish  to  examine  the  Faculty  to  know 
whether  you  are  safe  here?  Or  the  Clergy  to 
know  if  they  will  consent  to  pay  the  proper  at- 
tention to  those  who  could  not  get  away  m  case 
the  enemy  should  a  second  time  visit  the  place? 
He  hoped  no  committee  would  be  raised  on  the 
subject.  When  the  enemy  were  at  the  gate,  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  abandon  their  posts. 

Mn  GnoaviNOB,  of  New  York,  said  he  hoped, 
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before  the  qoestaoa  wes  taken,  he  ehoald  be  al- 
loved  to  take  a  ealm  and  dispassiooale  view  of  it. 
He  agreed  entirelf  with  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  that  whoever  Toted  from  per- 
sonal motives  on  this  question,  whether  for  or 
against  it,  deserved  condemnation.  Ahhoagh, 
said  Mr.  G.,  I  miffht  have  personal  or  local  feel- 
ings on  the  occasion,  they  shall  not  operate  if  I 
can  throw  them  from  me.  I  will  look  entirely 
to  the  good  of  the  nation  in  the  vote  I  om  aboat 
to  give.  Mr.  G.  said  he  viewed  the  proposed 
temporary  removal  as  no  violation  of  the  public 
faith.  It  it  was,  the  public  faith  was  so  violated 
in  1794,  when  the  President  alone  was  authorized 
to  change  the  place  of  meeting.  Gentlemen  had 
said,  if  the  Government  once  began  to  roll,  it 
would  never  return.  Is  this  the  true  and  proper 
place  for  the  Seat  of  Government  ?  If  it  be.  how 
can  gentlemen  say  it  will  not  return  immediately 
after  the  causes  for  its  present  removal  shall 
oease?  It  will.  The  Seat  of  Government  will 
in  such  case  gravitate  as  certainly  to  this  position 
as  the  needle  to  the  pole.  All  tho  arguments, 
therefore,  against  the  removal,  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  be  permanent,  ought  to  be  thrown  out 
of  consideration,  as  they  had  nothing  to  do  whh 
the  question.  Let  the  resolution  take  its  course 
and  go  to  a  committee.  Suppose  at  the  time 
Congress  met,  that  the  enemy  could  have  held 
the  place,  or  was  in  force  on  the  water  to  occupy 
the  place  the  next  day.  Would  Congress,  in  such 
a  ease,  aUempt  to  sit  here?  The  question  was 
not,  however^  whether  any  exigency  would  jus- 
tify the  removal  from  this  place,  because  that 
principle  has  been  long  ago  decided  by  the  patn 
sage  of  the  act  to  which  he  had  before  alluded ; 
the  question  was,  whether  this  was  such  an  exi- 
gency as  to  require  the  removal  ?  He  saw  no 
reason,  therefore,  why  the  adoption  of  the  ques- 
tion should  excite  such  a  feeling  as  appeared  to 
prevail,  unless  gentlemen  were  desirous  to  place 
their  argument  on  the  ground  they  had  unguarde 
edly  disclosed,  that  this  was  the  very  worst  place 
in  the  nation  for  Congress  to  sit  in.  The  idea  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  singu- 
lar, who  coneeised  that  a  removal  would  be 
striking  our  colors.  Watt,  says  the  gentleman, 
till  the  enemy  comes  and  chases  you  off!  That, 
said  Mr.  G.,  is  the  dishonor  which  I  dread  from 
remaifting,  the  very  disgrace  I  wish  to  avoid. 
You  now  sit  coolly  and  deliberately ;  you  may 
remove  without  disgrace  or  dishonor.  But  if 
this  be  a  point  which  you  cannot  defend  against 
an  enemy,  why  talk  like  children  about  remain- 
ing here  and  baviug  your  heads  cut  off  rather 
than  remove  1  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee^ 
compariog  the  city  to  a  farm,  says,  if  his  house 
was  burned,  he  would  not  therefore  move  off  his 
farm.  But  suppose  a  neiehbor  would  politely 
offer  him  a  clean  bed,  excellent  food,  and  proper 
utensils  for  cooking  and  providing  for  his  wants, 
would  he  refuse  the  use  of  them  and  rather  sleep 
in  his  barn?  The  occupation  of  this  city  was 
one  of  the  events  of  war,  and  was  anticipated 
last  Summer,  when  it  was  the  subject  oP  secret 
debate.    To  remove  from  the  city  temporarily 


was  one  of  those  occurrences  in  life  to  which  we 
mast  submit,  and  is  no  more  disgrace  than  the 
ordering  the  necessary  retreat  of  an  army.  If  it 
shall  appear  folly  to  remain  here,  this  is  the  mo- 
ment to  remove.  If  we  are  to  stay  here  till  the 
enemy  comes,  to  sit  and  be  dragged  from  our 
seats,  the  President  stolen — and  there  is  nothing 
now  to  guard  against  it ;  if  we  are  to  run  all  risks 
for  false  honor,  let  us  have  no  argument;  let  us 
say  at  once  we  will  be  sejf-devoted.  This  warj 
gentlemen  well  knew,  might  continue  for  years. 
If  a  peace  did  not  take  place  now,  he  feared  it 
would  be  long  before  it  did^  What,  then,  was 
the  condition  of  the  €h>vernment  in  this  District? 
Let  gentlemen  ask  themselves  fairly.  Were  they 
willing  to  appropriate  the  money  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  build  a  Capitol,  to  plant  it 
in  this  District,  where  it  might  be  destroyed  ia 
twenty  days?  No,  gentlemen  said,  they  would 
defeno  it,  at  an  expense  of  ten  or  twelve  millions; 
for  that  much'  it  would  cost,  so  indefensible  is 
this  point.  Did  not  the  interest  of  the  country, 
Mr.  G.  asked,  require  them  to  remove  to  a  place 
of  security,  where  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
expend  ten  or  fifteen  millions,  or  anyother  sum, 
ia  the  simple  defence  of  Congress  1  Would  gen- 
tlemen say  that  Congress  were  safe  without  an 
army  to  protect  them?  No.  For  it  was  well 
known  that,  without  such  a  protection,  the  frig- 
am  may  be  thrown  op  the  river  and  drive  Con* 
gress  off.  Were  gentlemen  ready  to  divert  the 
public  money  from  the  great  object  of  prosecuting 
the  war,  to  raise  an  army  solely  for  defending 
this  place?  Mr.  G.  slightly  noticed  the  ineoo* 
venieoce  of  this  place  to  the  members;  the  want 
of  information,  &c.  Where  were  they  to  go  for 
libraries?  Would  gentlemen  appropriate  thou- 
sands and  thousands  to  obtain  another  library  to 
replace  that  which  was  burnt  by  the  enemy? 
These  inconveniences,  added  to  insecurity,  urged 
the  immediate,  removal  of  Congress.  Hesaid  he 
had  steered  clear  of  all  idea  of  permanent  re* 
moval^  for  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  yielded 
to  the  opinion  that,  after  removal  to  any  other 
place,  the  impropriety  of  returning  to  this  place 
will  be  so  palpable  that  they  could  never  ootaiu 
a  vote  for  it.  Indeed,  if  gentlemen  desired  it,  he 
was,  for  <Hie,  willing  to  give  a  pledge,  in  case  of 
the  removal,  in  the  act  itself,  to  return  here  at 
the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  TaouF,  of  Georgia,  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee,  made  a  very  succinct  and 
clear  statement  of  the  defences  provided  and 
about  to  be  providefi  for  the  city.  [This  state- 
ment, however  proper  and  necessary  to  be  pre* 
seated  to  the  House,  is  not  deemed  by  the  re* 
porter  to  be  proper  for  publication,  and  is  there- 
fore omitted.] 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  observing  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  those  qualified  to  judge,  and  indeed 
it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  city  was  entirely  pro- 
tected from  assault  by  land,  and  soon  would  be 
by  water. 

Mr.  HAWKiiia,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  offer  a  few 
ideas  to  the  House,  which  he  said  had  occurred 
to  him  since  the  subject  had  been  presented  this 
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mdrnioff.  GrantiDff  lo  gentlemen  premises  they 
had  taien,  aod  eediDg  the  justice  of  a  part  of 
their  reason iog,  when  tested  and  made  applicable 
U»  the  real  question,  neither  one  nor  the  other  ap* 
peared  to  him  to  lead  to  the  conclusions  they  had 
drawn.  Cede  the  Constitutional  question  that 
the  Seat  of  Gh)Ternment  might  be  removed  by 
Congress ;  cede  too  that  there  is  some  cause  fur 
this  removal;  we  have  yet  to  inquire,  said  he, 
whether  or  not  this  is.an  exigency  requiring  re- 
moval, and  then,  whether  we  can  remove  advan- 
tageously. First,  as  to  the  causes  of  removal. 
What  are  they  ?  Famine  ?  An  invading  army  ? 
Neither.  An  invading  army  has  indeed  pene- 
trated to  the  city,  and  what  have  they  done? 
With  traits  of  barbarity  better  suited  to  Vandals 
than  to  Britons,  they  sacked  a  few  buildings,  and 
retired  so  precipitately,  abandoned  it  so  disgrace- 
fully as  to  leave  many  of  their  most  valuable  officers 
and  soldiers  even  slightly  wounded  in  our  hands. 
Where  now  is  that  enemy?  Is  he  at  Baltimore. 
Philadelphia,  or  New  York—- or  where  is  he? 
Perhaps,  if  Congress  were  to  decide  on  removing, 
the  first  step  would  bring  them  to  face  that  incur- 
sive  foe  whose  approach  gentlemen  appeared  to 
dread.  When  the  emergency  did  exist,  Mr.  H. 
said  he  would  go  with  gentlemen  in  seeking  out 
a  place  of  greater  security.  But  at  this  moment, 
he  could  but  view  this  as  a  question  of  panic. 
Remove  now,  said  he,  and  what  spectacle  will 
you  exhibit  to  the  community  ?  The  enemy  has 
retreated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  induce  do  belief 
of  his  desire  to  return.  The  enterprise  which 
made  him  master  of  this  city  was  desperate  in  its 
character,  and  marked  by  a  degree  of  bravery 
amounting  to  rashness ;  and  every  one  will  admit 
that  had  the  energies  of  the  Government  been  pro- 
perly brought  into  action,  he  would  have  retreated 
with  much  greater  loss.  Nay,  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
would  venture  to  assert,  that  three  thousand  brave 
men,  led  and  kept  in  action,  would  have  prevented 
the  enemy  from  enterins  the  capital ;  and  that 
one  thousand  men  in  the  Capitol  alone  with  mus- 
ketrjr  would  hare  defended  the  Capitol  again >t 
the  invaders.  Grant  that  Congress  has  the  power 
to  remove  the  Seat  of  Qovernment.  Had  the 
emerffency  occurred  ?  Had  the  enemy  presented 
that  lormidableattitude  to  require  their  flight  from 
the  Capitol?  Was  the  enemy  even  at  hand?  Had 
he  footing  even  in  the  borders  of  our  country  ?  No, 
•ven  there  he  was  flying  before  a  small  undisci- 
plined force:  the  patriotic  volunteers  of  New 
York  and  Vermont,  one  fourth  the  number  of  the 
enemy,  had  driven  him  before  them.  Just  at  this 
inoment,  too,  when  we  are  gaining  most  splendid 
victories  over  them  in  their  own  territory,  he 
could  not  see  the  reason  for  removal  from  our 
capital.  It  must  be  a  feeling  of  panic  only  which 
recommends  it,  and  he  would  not  consent  to  ex- 
hibit it  to  his  or  any  other  country.  What  trophy 
could  the  enemv  exhibit  from  his  visit  to  this 
place  ?  It  would  be  asked  in  Europe,  what  bloo  > 
had  been  spilt  in  its  defence — who  had  fallen? 
It  would  be  seen  the  Government  was  again  pur- 
suing its  course,  unawed  and  uninterrupted.  He 
would  not  give  the  world  reason  to  say  otherwise 


bv  the  removal  of  the  Government  from  thia 
place,  if  this  was  false  pride,  if  this  was  false 
honor,  Mr.  H.  said,  let  him  thus  ever  maintain 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  real  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, of  which  some  gentlemen  had  so  lightly 
spoken.  When  the  emergency  does  exist,  the  peo- 
ple will  sanction  the  removal,  but  not  till  then* 
If  the  danger  does  exist,  and  there  is  an  incompe- 
tent force  for  repelline  it,  said  Mr.  H.,  as  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  aver,  let  them  take  care 
that  this  nation,  that  other  nations^  and  posterity, 
do  not  make  some  strong  inquiries  of  theoo. 
Have  they  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  Execu- 
tive in  makinjg^  provision  of  the  means  for  our  de- 
fence ?  if  this  error  did  exist,  Mr.  H.  said  he  was 
unwilling  to  add  others  to  it.  He  was  unwilling 
to  add  one  disgrace  to  another,  by  flying  now  from 
that  enemy  who  has  so  precipitately  fled  from  us. 
The  feelings  of  gentlemen  were  warm  from  see- 
ing the  situation  of  their  Capitol,  and  he  feared 
they  were  too  much  influenced  by  them.  When 
danger  is  proved,  Mr.  H.  said  he  should  deem 
himself  unwise  if  he  did  not  go  with  gentlemen 
in  voting  for  removal.  But  as  to  the  inconveni- 
ence spoken  of,  it  was  certainly  more  nominal 
than  real.  If  local  considerations  were  to  prevail 
in  favor  of  removal  to  any  other  place,  he  thought 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show,  go  where  they 
will,  Congress  will  produce  a  pressure  on  a  ma* 
jority  of  that  communitv.  It  was  true  that  promi- 
nent men  may  take  advantage  of  it,  but  it  will 
operate  as  a  prejudice  to  the  people  generally 
among  whom  Congress  locate  themselves.  Re- 
move from  here  momentarily  or  otherwise,  aod 
every  prospect  of  the  people  of  this  city  is  blasted 
and  withered.  In  voting  (or  a  removal,  under  pres- 
ent circumstances,  he  believed  Congress  would  vio- 
late the  national  faith,  sacrifice  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  people  who  ought  to  be  protected, and  ez« 
hibit  a  panic  to  an  enemy  from  whom  we  have 
nothing  to  fear,  and  who  has  of  his  own  accord 
precipitately  abandoned  our  territory. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  next  spoke.  He 
said,  that  if  indeed  the  enemy  had  abandoned  our 
country  at  every  point,  it  could  not  be  justly  sup- 
posed thai  Congress  would  be  influenced  by  a  panic 
in  rf  movins  from  this  place.  If  the  enemy  be  en- 
tirely out  of  view,  this  question  may  be  discussed 
without  that  sort  of  feeling  which  some  appear 
to  enteruin  of  it.  Mr.  O.  said  he  would  endeavor 
never  to  debate  with  feeling  or  passion,  which 
was  not  at  all  conducive  to  inquiry  into  truth.  If 
they  could  not  approach  this  question  without 
appt- als  to  the  passions  and  fears  of  the  members, 
it  ceriainly  Was  no  proof  of  its  indisputable  inez* 
pediency.  He  was  well  aware,  he  said,  of  the 
interest  which  this  District  felt  in  the  decision  of 
thisquestion ;  but  it  was  proper  that  that  interest 
sihuuid  be  manifested  in  a  becoming  manner.  It 
was  proper  that  considerations  of  this  kind  should 
have  their  proper  influence  ;  but  when  he  heard 
gentlemen  tell  the  House  that  by  a  temporary  re- 
moval they  would  ruin  thousands  and  thousands 
of  individuals,  he  must  believe  it  mere  fanciful 
declamation.  It  was  true,  that  a  removal  might 
injure  individuals  j  hut  he  presumed  no  gentle- 
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mun  in  the  House  would  hesitate  to  mtke  a  fair 
mod  liberal  compensation  by  way  of  indemQity  to 
such  sufferers.  It  was  a  cardinal  point  in  his 
politics,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  the  national  faith  should 
be  preserved  inyiotaie,  even  when  improperly 
pleoged,  unless  where  considerations  of  a  para- 
mount nature  forbade  it.  Gentlemen  had  talked 
about  the  national  faith— but  were  they  not  aware 
that  national  contracts  frequently  cannot  be  ful- 
filled in  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  made ;  and 
would  they  say  that  there  might  not  be  cases 
in  which  necessity  would  impose  on  them  a 
course  different  from  that  pursued  in  ordinary 
cases  1  As  to  the  expediency  of  removal,  this 
was  a  mere  proposition  for  inquiry,  and  if  on  in- 
quiry it  should  appear  that  Congress  cannot  be 
more  easily  protected  from  the  enemy,  and  better 
accommodated  elsewhere,  the  arffumenu  of  gen- 
tlemen would  apj)lv,  &fC.*  See.  No  temporary  re- 
moval, Mr.  O.  said,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
national  faith.  When  we  speak  of  a  permanent 
seat  of  Gbvernment  in  the  most  literal  sense,  we 
speak  of  it  subject  to  casualties.  As  to  the  panic 
alleged,  were  the  enemy  at  our  doors,  the  remark 
might  be  correct,  but  not  otherwise.  While,  how- 
ever, Mr.  O.  said  he  would  not  remove  at  present 
under  the  impulse  of  fear,  he  would  not  remain 
from  false  courage.  There  was  courage  of  one 
kind,  and  courage  of  another  kind — the  one  ani- 
mating the  soldier  in  the  fight,  the  other  fortify- 
ing the  citizen  in  the  discbarge  of  his  duties.  To 
be  sure,  members  of  Congress  might  put  them- 
selves on  a  par  with  the  miserable  wretches  who 
fill  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  march  forth  to 
battle.  But  when  we  are  sent  here,  said  he,  it  is 
to  legislate,  to  provide  the  ways  and  means  to  pay 
those  who  are  to  fight.  Whilst  we  transact  the 
business  of  legislators,  and  put  means  into  others 
hands  to  carry  on  the  war,  we  are  in  the  line  of 
our  duty.  On  some  occasions  it  is  glorious  to 
gentlemen  to  take  up  arms  and  maintain  the  prin- 
ciples they  have  asserted  by  their  votes ;  and  there 
were  some  in  this  House  who  could  boast  of  hav- 
ing done  so ;  but,  in  general,  legislation  required 
tranquillity  and  separation  Trom  other  duties.  The 
incursion  of  the  enemy,  he  said,  instead  of  afford- 
ing reasons  against  a  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Qov- 
ment,  afforded  conclusive  argumenu  in  favor  of 
it.  It  had  certainly  shown  one  thing:  that  this 
was  not  a  proper  situation  for  the  Seat  of  Qovern- 
ment,  because  it  is  owinff  to  the  forbearance  of 
the  enemy  that  Congress  bad  now  a  bingie  roof  to 
eover  their  heads  whilst  deliberating  on  the  con- 
cerns of  the  nation.  He  callMl  upon  gentlemen 
to  say  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  remain  at  a 
place  where  the  public  documents  were  so  much 
exposed  to  destruction,  unless  protected  at  an  ex- 
pense which  was  most  disproportionate  to  the 
object.  The  flentieman  from  Georgia  said  the 
place  was  defensible.  They  had  been  told  so 
always.  They  had  been  told  so  by  the  consti- 
tuted authorities,  as  fiir  as  they  could  speak,  at 
the  moment  when  the  enemy  invaded  the  Capital. 
As  to  the  defence  by  the  militia^  the  force  which 
is  destined  for  the  defence  of  this  District  as  had 
been  stated  to  this  House,  it  was  at  once  the  mast 
lathCoM.  SdSsss.— 11 


expensive  and  least  efficient  force.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  great  services  they  had  sometimes  ren- 
dered, Mr.  O.  said  he  could  have  no  dependence 
on  the  militia.  It  ought  not  to  be  tolerated,  when 
every  means  ingenuity  could  devise  was  stretched 
to  the  utmost  extent  to  prosecute  the  war,  that 
Congress  should  sit  here  at  such  a  cost.  The 
enemy  had  retreated  precipitately  from  this  place, 
Mr.  O.  admitted,  but  they  had  immediately  at- 
tacked another  city ;  and  our  Government  had 
been  officially  given  to  understand,  that  the  en- 
emy  intended  to  pursue  this  course.  He  would 
not  rely,  therefore,  on  the  forbearance  or  inability 
of  an  enemy  who  were  both  able  and  willing  to 
annoy  us.  It  was  not  disffraoeful  to  feel  alarm 
at  the  exposed  situation  of  the  place.  The  ex- 
posure was  brought  upon  us  by  the  war.  Brery 
point  could  not  l^  defended ;  and  Congress  would 
deserve  the  meed  of  wisdom  and  prudence  for  re* 
moving  hence,  if  by  a  removal  they  could  be  bet- 
ter accommodated,  relieve  the  finances  from  the 
enormous  burden  of  defending  the  city  by  a  militia 
force,  and  at  the  same  time  relieve  the  city  by 
taking  from  it  the  only  object  which  could  en- 
danger its  invasion  by  the  enemy.  Gentlemen 
discussed  this  question  as  if  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment was  proposed  to  be  finally  removed,  and 
said  that  such  would  be  the  practical  effect  of  the 
temporary  removal.  Gkntlemen  had  no  right  to 
say  so.  No  such  design  was  expressed  or  implied 
by  the  mover  of  the  resolution  ;  and  it  could  only 
result,  if  at  all,  from  the  inherent  circumstances 
of  the  case.  If  circumstances  should  make  a 
permanent  removal  necessary,  it  must  take  place ; 
and  if  the  Constitution  was  in  the  way,  it  ought  to 
be  amended.  Whatever  respect  he  might  feel 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  District,  he  would  say 
that  their  interest  could  not  for  a  moment  enter 
into  competition  with  the  interests  of  this  nation. 
It  should  never  be  permitted  that  a  few  thousand 
inhabitants  should  rise  and  say  they  would  be 
ruined,  if  the  nation  could  be  benefitted,  pro?ided 
the  nation  indemnified  them  for  their  loss.  The 
people  of  the  District  are  liable  to  suffer  with  all 
others  the  evils  resulting  from  war.  The  tempo- 
rary removal  of  the  Gorernment,  is  such  an  evil. 
The  people  of  the  city  ought  to  have  confidence 
enough  in  the  honor  of  the  nation  to  believe  that, 
if  the  Government  removed,  they  wonld  be  fully 
indemnified  for  any  loss  they  might  sustain. 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  postpone 
indefinitely  the  further  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tion, and  supported  his  motion  by  a  speeeh,  the 
substance  of  which  was,  that  though  he  enter* 
taioed  very  great  contempt  for  the  citizens  of 
Washington,  which  he  expressed  in  the  most 
pointed  language,  he  was  opposed  to  a  removal 
at  this  moment,  as  being  derogatory  to  the  na- 
tional dignity  and  honor. 

The  motion  for  postponement  was  negatived— 
yeas  48,  nays  79,  as  follows : 

Ys AS— Messrs.  Barnett,  Bsyly  of  Vbginis,  Bowen, 
Barwell,  Culpeper,  Cathbert,  Earie»  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Ghobon,  Goodwyn,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hawea,  Hawkins, 
Humphnya,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
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K«n»  Kenh»w»  King  of  North  Coroliao,  Lewis,  I 
Lowndof,  Macon,  McC^y,  McKim,  Montgomery,  New- 
«ton>  Peanon,  Pickens,  Pleaeants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Barbour,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  Gaperton,  Caldwell, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Clark,  Com  stock,  Condit,  Con- 
ard,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Dana,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Du- 
▼all,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Gour- 
din.  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Harris,  Hulbert,  IngersoU,  Ing- 
ham, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  Lefferts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell,  Mc- 
Lean, Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Murfree,  OaUsy,  Piper, 
Pwt,  John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rieh,  Ruggles, 
Qtybirt,  8h«rp»  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanfocd,  Stock- 
ton, dtaffges,  Tannehilly  Thompson,  Udree,  Voee* 
Ward  of  Maasaehuetto,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whea- 
ton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Pcnnaylvania,  and  Winter. 

Mr.  PisK,  of  V«rmont,made  an  aUe  and  deeid^d, 
bat  short  speech  against  the  resolotion 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  k^solation; 
and  dvoided  in  the  affirraatiTe  by  yeas  and  nays', 
72  to  51,  as  follows : 

YsAs — ^Measrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Boy  ties  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caklwell,  Champion, 
Ctwfc,  ComaCock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Cnighton,  Crouch,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sjlvaaia,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Sly,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Ooordin,  Grosvenor,  Har- 
ris, Hulbert,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky.  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachu- 
setts, Lefferts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell,  McLean,  Mil- 
ler, Moffit,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Piper,  Post, 
John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
bert.  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Sturges,  Tannehill,  Udree,  Yose,  Ward  of  Maasa- 
chusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and 
Winter. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen, 
Bnrwell,  Chappell,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  Nottfa 
€}aroiiBa«  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McCcj,  MeKim, 
Montgomery,  Newtoa,  Peanon,  Pickens,  Plaaaants, 
iUMa  of  TeBDessee,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  TeUair,  Tronp,  White,  Wil- 
aon  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yanaey. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  Mr.  MoKtm,  Mr. 
BnawBLL,  Mr.  Grosvenor,  Mr.  Ingham,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  and  Mr.  Dana,  were  appointed  the 
commitiee  porsuant'to  the  said  resolutioo. 


TiiESOAT,  September  27. 

Two  other  membem,  to  wit:  from  Connecti- 
eac,  Lyman  Law.  and  from  Virjrinia,  John  P. 
HuNOERFOBD,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Jaok80N«  of  Virginia,  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitanta  of  the  town  of  West  Lib- 
erty in  Virginia,  and  its  Wciuity,  stating  their 
opinion  that  the  traaaportation  and  opening  of 
the  mail  on  Sniiday  ia  mjartotia  to  the  naoraU  of 


the  community,  «Hd  praying  that  it  may  he  abol- 
ished in  futare.-^Referred  to  the  Gommttlee  on 
Post  Roads  and  Post  Offices. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachasetts,  adrevttng  to  the 
law  passed  in  1813,  allowing  a  bounty  for  pru- 
oners  taken  by  private  armed  vessels,  remarked 
that,  by  recent  decisions  of  the  proper  authority, 
it  appeared  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  did  not 
extend  to  the  eases  of  recapture  by  private  armed 
vessels,  certainly  a  meritorious  class  of  cases, 
and  efualljr  entitled,  with  others,  to  remunera- 
tion for  their  enterprises.  To  collect  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  the  propriety  of  ex  tending  this 
provision  to  embrace  such  cases,  he  ^movM  the 
following  re^ution : 

Re»hfed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfUrs  be 
instmoted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  prsvisions  of  the  set  «ntitlsd,  <*Aa  act  attowteg  a 
bounty  to  4he  owners,  aAean,  and  cinwi,  <ot  the  pri- 
vnto  amed  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,"  pasMd.on 
the  2d  of  August,  1818,  to  sueh^efficen  and  easws  of 


aerchant  vusseis  of  the  United  SIoIim  aa  have  recap- 
tared,  or  n^ay  recaptnre,  the  aame  from  the  eDoniy* 

The  reaolutton  was  agned  to. 
AMBXDMENT8  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  said  it  would  be 
recollected  that  at  the  last,  session  he  had  the 
honor  to  propose  a  resolution  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  He  now  renewed 
it,  chat  it  might  be  decided  on  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress.  He  then  offered  a  motion 
to  amend  the  Gonscitutioo,  embracing  the  fol- 
lowing propositions : 

Ruohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Ibmee  of  Rapftaent" 
ativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  uongreee 
aseembied,  two<rthirds  of  both  Houses  ooncuiring.  That 
the  following  articles  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States  as  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States ;  each  of  which,  when  rati- 
fied by  three-fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures!  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said 
Constitution : 

1.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  a  tax  or  duty, 
not  exceeding  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem,  on  articles 
exported  firom  any  State. 

S.  Congress  shaU  have  power  to  make  roads  in  any 
State. 

&•  Congreas  ahall  have,  paver  to  OMke:  oaaaUin 
any  atate,  with  the  conssotof  the  Otato'wMiin  which 
the  same  shall  be  made, 

4.  CengfOfs  shall  have,  power  to  estaMah  a  Na* 
tional  Bank,  with  branches  thaieof,:iik  any  0tato. 

Mr^  Jaokbon  moved  to  refer  these  propositiona 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  qb  the  state  of  the 
Union }. and  gave  notice  that  he  should  c«ll  for 
the  consideration  of  the- last  of  them  en  Friday 
next. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  called  for  a  divtsioa 
of  the  question  on  the  reference  of  f  hese  proposi- 
tions to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole*  Ha  said  he 
should  vote  for  the  refereoce  of  the  first  three, 
but  against  the  refereoce  of  the  last,  and  assigned 
his  reasons  for  discriminating  between  them. 
The  first  three,  he  said,  were  of  an  important 
nature,  and  would  require  mature  deliberation 
and  diacusaioQ  before  acted  on,  and  he  should 
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probably  vote  for  thetn.  As  to  tkefoortb,  he 
Mw  himself  no  ocetsioii  for  it ;  aod,  if  it  were 
Dol  indelieate  io  itself,  after  the  preeedeots  aod 
-  namerous  adjudieatioas  of  twenty  years,  to  pro- 
pose gi/iog  to  Congress  a  power  to  do  toat  they 
have  already  dooe,  it  was  at  least  io  his  view 
anneeessary.  He  objected  to  it,  moreoTer,  be- 
cause the  agitation  of  the  qaesiion  might  inter- 
fere with  the  decision  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
«Bd  Means  on  the  petition  referred  to  them  for 
the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank.  In  the 
present  situation  of  our  affairs,  the  advantages 
which  such  an  institution  offered  to  the  commu- 
nity were,  he  believed,  more  seriously  felt  and 
generally  admitted  than  they  had  ever  been  be- 
fore ;  and  he  hoped  this  proposition  would  not  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  a  decision  on  the  subject. 
He  was  indeed  much  surprised  to  see  this  propo- 
sition revived  at  the  present  session,  of  the  inten- 
tion to  do  which  he  had  no  knowledge  or  infor- 
mation until  he  heard  it  read. 

Mr.  Jaocsoh  said  he  liad  not  indeed  iaformed 
the  gentleman  of  his  intention  to  renew  this 
proposition,  because  he  had  too  much-  respect  for 
this  body  to  offer  to  ite  consideration  any  motion 
whicli,  without  consultation  with  others,-  he  was 
not  determined  to  persevere  id.  He  might  re- 
tort on  the  gentleman  by  saying  that  he  (Mr.  F.) 
did  not  inform  him  of  his  intention  to  remove  the 
Srat  of  Government  from  this  place ;  and  the 
gentleman  could  not  be  more  surprised  at  the 
proposition  now  offered  than  Mr.  J.  had  been  at 
the  motion  for  that  object  yesterday  moved  by 
Mr.  F18K.  He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  had 
on  this  occasion  departed  from  the  regular  rule 
of  reference  of  all  motions  similar  to  this ;  and 
the  more  so,  as  a  refusal  to  refef  the  proposition 
could  not  preclude  its  discussion.  Mr.  J.  denied 
the  indelicacy  imputed  to  his  motion  on  account 
of  former  precedents  recogntsioff  the  power  he 
proposed  to  vest  in  Congress ;  u  there  were  in- 
delieaey  anywhere,  he  should  suppose  it  to  exist 
at  least  as  much  in  the  presentation  of  a  petition 
to  Congress  for  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank,  after  ihey  had,  in  their  refusal  to  renew 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
decided  against  the  constitutionality  of  it.  It  is 
a  fovtunate  thing  for  this  eountry  (hat  Congress 
is  not  encimined  by  precedent  in  its  legtelation ; 
that,  if  the  Constitution  be  violated  to-day,  it  is 
no  reason  why  it  should  be  violated  to-morrow. 
The  question  of  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  argued  on  the 
Coostiiutioaal  ground  f-many  of  the  States  have 
by  a  solemn  vote  declared  that  Congress  does 
not  possess  the  power  to  pass  such  an  act,  and  it 
'Would  be  respectful  at  least  to  consult  their  opin- 
ions on  the  subject.  Mr.  J.  did  not  at  the  last 
session,  he  did  not  now,  sav  whether  such  a  pow- 
er was  or  was  not  already  possessed  bv  Con- 
gress ;  but  be  wished  to  place  that  power  beyond 
question  or  doubt,  because  he  believed  it  was  a 
power  they  oujpht  to  possess. 

Mr.  F18K  said  that  the  gentleman  had  mistaken 
htm  if  he  supposed  that  it  was  his  desire  that  he 
(Mr.  J.)  ahoold  communicate  to  Mr.  P.  every 


propoaitioa  he  desired  to  submit.  He  knew  that 
from  the  situation  of  members  in  this  city,  living 
in  bouses  scattered  over  a  surface  of  several 
miles,  it  was  utterly  Impossible  that  they  should 
consult  together  >on  the  subjects  of  legislation 
before  they  were  introduced  into  the  House,  4c. 

Mr.  Wbiobt,  of  Maryland,  aaid  he  hoped  this 
proposition  would  be  swered  to  go  to  a  commit- 
tee.  The  subject  had  been  fully  discussed  and 
decided  two  or  three  years  ago,  on  the  proposi- 
lion  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  United  States' 
Bank,  which  bad  failed,  though  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
possessed  so  i^reatly  the  confidence  of  thepeople, 
and  justly  too,  because  of  theability.  with  which 
bermaoaged  the  affairs  of  the  nalioo.  However 
necesvaty  a  National  Bank  faay.aomr.  be,  having 
oonscieotioasiy  voted  it  to-be  unconatilutional,  he 
could  not  now  vote  for  it:without  an  amend- 
ment. Nor  had  the  unconstltationaiity  of  the 
old  hank  law  been  pnoaounoed  eo  light  author- 
ity y  the  opinions  of  the  late  and  present  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States- were  recorded  against 
it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  proposition  would 
be  permitted  to  take  the  usual  course  of  going  to 
a  committee. 

The  question  on  the  reference  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's  motion  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative :  For  refer- 
ence 61,  against  it  53. 

WB»irB8DAY,  September  88. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Masaa- 
chusetts,  Abuah  Bigelow,  and  Tm otht  Fiok- 
BRiNQ ;  from  Vermont,  Eza a  BtrrLfia ;  and  from 
Pennsylvania,  Huqh  Qf«A8oow,  appeared,  and 
took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Sherwood  presented  a  petition  of- sundry 
inhabitants  of  Cairo,  in  the  Suteof  New  York, 
praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be  opened  or 
carried  on  the  Sabbath  day.^-^Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hali*,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  provision  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment of  private  property  lost,  killed,  or  destroyed, 
while  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

BOVNTY  TO  PfiaBRTiBRS. 

Mr.  Fmk^  of  Vermont,  said  he  believed  itwaa 
the  pracclee  of  the  British  commanders,  on  land 
and  water,  to  use  every  means  in  their  power  to 
induce  our  men  to  desert  their  guns.  A  direct 
retaliation  of  such  pmctiees  would  doubtless  be 
justifiable.  But,  Mr.  F.  said,  the  resolution  he 
was  about  to  submit  had  a. different  motive.  It 
was  well  known  that  desertions  from  the  enemy 
were  very  frequent,  and  that  those  deserters  were 
strangers  in  our  country,  without  means  of  em- 
ployment, or  of  purchasing  lands  on  which  to 
labor  for  an  honest  livelihood.  It  was  as  well 
known  that  we  have  an  expensive  frontier^  much 
exposed,  and  a  sreat  quantity  of  wild  lands,  the 
settlement  of  which  would  be  very  desirable.  In 
order  to  anthortfe  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
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of  diRposing  of  thia  species  of  persons,  so  that  they 
might  be  usefal  rainer  thao  burdeosome  to  the 
commuDity,  he  proposed  the  following  resolve : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pahlic  Lands 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving 
to  each  deserter  from  the  British  army,  darinff  the 
present  war,  one  hundred  acres  of  the  public  lands, 
such  deserter  actuslly  settling  the  same ;  and  that  the 
cpmmittee  have  leaTc  to  report  by  bill  or  othewise. 

The  question  to  take  this  motion  into  consider- 
ation, the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by 
Mr.  Oaklet,  was  decided— For  consideration  82, 
against  it  45,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clark,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbeit,  Dana,  Da^is 
of  Pcnn^hania,  Denoyelles,  Deshs,  Eppes,  Etsus, 
Findley,  risk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glssgow,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawcs,  Hawkins,  Hubbard, 
Humphr^s,  IngeisoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kershaw,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Murfree,  New- 
ton, Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  PennsyNsnia,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Sunford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup, 
TJdree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Tancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Davenport,  Duvall,  Eurle,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  liOvett,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Sherwood,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stockton,  Sturges, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKeb,  of  Kentucky, 
the  resolution  was  amended,  so  as  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  within 
the  scope  of  whose  duties  it  appeared  to  him 
more  properly  to  come. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the 
passage  of  the  resolution — 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  said  be  had  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  thequestion  of  consider- 
ing this  resolution,  to  mark  bis  opposition  to  it  in 
everv  siaee.  With  deep  regret,  he  might  truly 
aay,  nad  be  seen  this  resolution  before  the  House. 
He  had  hoped,  to  whatever  extent  of  sacrifice 
Congress  might  determine  to  go  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  war,  although  we  might  all  agree  to 
lay  down  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  its  support,  we 
shall  still  retain  something  like  national  honor. 
He  was  sorry  to  see  a  proposition  before  this 
House  which  he  considered  to  be  levelled  at  the 
root  of  it.  He  did  not  speak  from  extensive 
knowledge,  but  he  believed  he  was  justified  in 
saying  it  was  the  only  proposition  of  the  kind  ever 
submitted  to  any  legislature.  He  did  not  know, 
at  least,  that  it  had  ever  entered  into  the  scope  of 
policy  of  this  Government  to  encourage  the  com- 
mission of  crime  by  those  most  likely  to  perpe- 
trate it.    The  ranks  of  the  enemy  were  known  to 


be  filled  by  ragamuffins  of  all  descriptions ;  and. 
by  the  ad(»ption  of  such  a  measure  as  that  pro- 
posed by  this  resolution,  we  should  make  a  direct 
appeal  to  the  worst  (Missions  of  the  worst  men. 
Are  we  reduced  to  this?  Have  we  not  resources 
to  maintain  an  open  and  manly  contest  without 
appealing  to  this  most  unheard  of  and  disgraceful 
course?  If  such  policy  were  pursued  by  the 
Government,  he  should  forever  despair  of  a  suc- 
cessful issue  to  the  contest  in  which  we  are.  en- 
gaged. He  hoped  gentlemen  would  reflect  deeply 
on  this  subject,  before  they  fAve  their  consent  to 
this  inquiry.  If  considerations  sufliciently  pow- 
erful to  arrest  the  measure  do  not  press  upon  the 
feelings  of  men,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  him  to 
urge  them.  There  were,  he  said,  some  proposi- 
tions which  outraged  at  once  so  greatly  all  the 
feelings  of  honor  and  propriety,  that  it  seemed  un- 
necessary to  oppose  tnem  by  argument.  Since 
the  resolution  had  been  introduced,  there  must  be 
some  reasons  to  urge  or  justify  its  adoption.  But 
could  the  invitation  to  and  encouragement  of  trea- 
son come  fairly  within  the  scope  of  our  views? 
Shall  the  United  States,  after  having  year  after 
year  held  out  their  conduct  as  an  example  of 
public  faith  and  honor  -,  after  arraigning  the  ene- 
my at  the  bar  of  nations  for  his  disregard  of  jus- 
tice, and  for  his  violations  of  the  rules  of  warfare; 
shall  the  United  States,  after  all  this,  ffo  as  far 
beyond  the  enemy  in  his  violations  of  the  usages 
of  war,  as  he  has  gone  beyond  all  other  nations  ? 
Shall  we,  by  so  doing,  draw  a  veil  over  the  atro- 
city of  his  acts,  and  place  us  on  an  eminence  of 
guilt  which  no  nation  ever  before  reached  ?  He 
called  upon  gentlemen,  by  their  regard  for  their 
own  honor  and  the  character  of  the  nation,  to 
stop  this  proposition  in  its  outset.  The  House, 
by  their  vote  to  consider  the  resolution,  had  al- 
ready gone  too  far  in  sanctioning  a  proposition 
which  strikes  at  the  root  of  those  principles  which 
bind  together  the  civilized  world.  It  would  be 
to  offer  a  bounty  to  treason.  He  did  not  know 
to  what  it  might  lead.  There  was  enough  of  bit- 
terness and  animoaity  already  infused  into  thia 
war.  Our  enemy  now  affect  (for  affectation  he 
must  suppose  it)  to  accuse  us  of  m  violation  of 
the  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  and  presume  to 
place  their  severest  measures  on  the  ground  of 
retaliation.  Adopt  this  measure,  and  they  are 
justified  for  every  measure  of  atrocity  to  wbieh 
they  may  think  fit  to  resort.  It  will  not  be  in 
your  mouths  hereafter  to  complain  of  the  burning 
and  ravaging  of  your  towns,  or  of  the  unreasona- 
ble rupture  of  negotiations.  'He  called  upon  gen- 
tlemen,  then,  to  reflect  whether  the  adoption  of 
this  measure  would  not  infuse  into  the  present 
contest  a  temper  which  will  defeat  all  hopes  of 
an  oarly  peace. 

Mr.  FinK,  of  Vermont,  denied  that  this  propo- 
sition was  of  the  character  ascribed  to  it ;  and 
said  that  he  was  not  conscious  of  possessing  a 
disposition  to  sanction  any  such  measure.  What 
does  the  motion  propose?  That  the  deserters 
coming  among  us,  instead  of  becoming  nuisances 
to  society,  may  be  provided  with  the  means  of 
becoming  good  citizens.    But,  says  ^he  gentleman 
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from  New  York,  this  is  a  violation  of  all  princi- 
ple. I  haveoerer  aoderstood  that  nations  at  peace 
with  each  other  were  precluded  from  receiving 
each  other's  deserters ;  and  is  it  understood,  that, 
when  you  are  at  war,  we  may  not  provide  the 
means  of  support  fdr  those  who  desert  from  our 
enemy  ?  Did  gentlemen  desire,  in  order  to  main- 
tain tnis  ideal  national  dignity,  this  high  standing 
among  nations,  that  we  should  return  to  the  ene- 
my those  deserters  who  came  within  our  lines  1 
Woold  the  gentleman  from  New  York  advocate 
sQch  a  measure?  And  which  is  more  criminal, 
if  criminality  can  attach  to  such  conduct,  to  fos- 
ter them  when  coming  among  you  in  time  of 
peace,  or  provide  the  means  necessary  to  prevent 
their  being  a  burden  to  the  community  in  time  of 
warl  If  we  take  the  first  step  of  receiving  de- 
serters, why  not  take  the  other  which  is  now  pro- 
posed? But  the  gentleman  had  said,  this  would 
be  inviting  deserters  from  the  enemy.  Mr.  F.  said 
they  were  already  invited  by  the  nature  of  our 
institutions,  by  the  freedom  and  protection  they 
afforded  to  strangers.  And  would  the  gentleman 
change  our  form  of  Government,  lest  in  its  present 
shape  it  should  tempt  the  soldiers  of  the  enemy 
to  desert  ?  The  resolution  proposes  to  introduce 
no  new  principle.  We  do  now  receive  deserters ; 
and  there  is  no  gentleman  who  will  rise  in  his 
place  and  move  that  all  deserters  be  sent  back. 
The  gentleman  supposes  the  measure  to  be  with- 
out precedent.  Let  the  gentleman  read  Lord 
Wellington's  proclamation  while  in  Spain,  offer- 
ing a  bounty  to  every  deserter  from  the  French 
army  of  twelve  crowns.  This  precedent  had  been 
set  by  the  very  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  war. 
Admiral  Cock'burn,  too,  had  not  long  ago  publish- 
ed a  proclamation  to  all  who  wished  to  leave  the 
country  to  appoint  a  place  of  rendezvous,  and  he 
would  furnish  the  means  to  carry  them  off.  Look 
also  at  General  Brisbane's  proclamation  to  the 
people  of  Vermont  and  New  York,  inviting  them 
all  to  stay  at  home,  in  other  words,  to  desert  the 
standard  of  their  country,  and  to  furnish  his  army 
with  provisions,  ^.  Gentlemen  mi^ht  even  look 
baek  to  times  of  peace,  and  see  similar  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  During  the  existence 
of  our  embargo  law,  which  was  very  oppressive 
in  its  operation  on  our  present  enemy,  though,  to 
be  sure,  his  friends  in  this  country  spoke  very 
li|^btly  of  its  effect,  they  invited  our  citizens  to 
Tiolate  it,  offering  them  protection  and  safe  con- 
duct in  so  doing,  not  only  to  any  British  port,  but 
(o  any  port  whatever.  Whatever  new  dfstinc- 
tions  may  be  drawn*on  this  head,  yet,  if  we  look 
at  the  efiect  of  measures,  a  more  direct  invitation 
to  rebellion,  even  in  time  of  peace  with  us,  could 
not  be  imagined.  From  some  cause  or  other,  a 
great  deal  of  sensibility  was  always  exhibited  in 
this  House  when  certain  subjects  were  touched. 
The  House  was  told  again  and  again  to  beware 
of  provokinff  the  enemy's  wrath.  This  kind  of 
false  sensibility  was^  Mr.  F.  said,  fast  vanishing. 
Ask  the  citizens  of  Plattsburg,  Buffalo,  Havre- 
de  Grace,  Hampton,  Georgetown,  and  this  place, 
whether  they  had  rather  the  war  should  b6  car- 
ried into  the  enemy's  territories  or  he  should  be 


permitted  to  carry  it  into  ours.  They  would  one 
and  all  decide  in  favor  of  the  former.  The  people 
begin  to  find  we  are  at  war  with  a  nation  whom 
no  considerations  of  peculiar  modesty  or  generos- 
ity prevent  from  carrying  into  effect  any  measures 
to  which  her  power  is  adequate.  Still,  however, 
could  dishonor  attach  in  any  way  to  the  measure 
which  he  proposed,  he  would  not  support  it.  But 
even  humanity  demanded  such  a  provision.  The 
deserters  from  the  enemy  now  intestiogour  cities 
were  at  once  a  burden  to  themselves  and  a  nui- 
sance to  society;  but.  planted  on  our  frontiers, 
they  would  not  only  form  a  barrier  against  savage 
incursions,  but  would  become  useful  citizens, 
Mr.  F.  compared  the  advantages  of  thus  diminish- 
ing  the  enemy's  effective  force  with  the  expense 
of  doing  it  in  any  other  way,  and  drew  a  eonclo- 
sion  favorable  to  his  motion.  He  was  determined 
to  support  this  war  by  every  proper  and  honorable 
measure;  and  he  considered  this  one  of  that  de- 
scription. Desertions  from  the  enemy,  he  said^ 
were  daily  and  numerous.  Something  like  five  or 
six  hundred  men  had  already  deserted  from  the 
enemy  at  Plattsburg— many  of  them  useful,  en- 
terprising men,  who  wish  to  become  citizens.  Mf 
wish,  said  Mr.  F.,  is  to  make  them  useful,  by  giv- 
ing them  the  means  of  support  by  honest  industry. 
Mr.  GaoavBif ORj  of  New  York,  said,  that  as  he 
was  bound  to  believe  that  any  ^ntleman  who 
made  a  motion  in  this  House  considered  it  honor- 
able and  proper,  when  he  pronounced  the  measure, 
now  proposed,  to  be  dishonest,  dishonorable  and 
inexpedient,  he  did  not  mean  to  reflect  personallf 
on  tbose  who  moved  or  advocated  it.  He  did 
think  80,  and  he  did  conceive  also  that  the  sug- 
ffestions  offered  against  them  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  been  in  no  degree  met  by 
the  mover.  Had  they  been  met  ?  The  ffentle- 
man  talked  about  the  crimes  of  Britain ;  and  seem- 
ed to  infer  because  she  had  violated  principle  in 
one  way,  we  might  in  another.  This  reiiolutioQ 
would  indeed  at  once  reduce  us  to  the  same  depth 
of  guilt  in  which  the  gentlemen  say  our  enemy 
is  wallowing.  The  measure  embraced  in  the 
motion  before  the  House,  being  in  the  nature  of 
retaliation,  was  different  from  all  other  such  mea- 
sures. It  was  wicked  in  itself,  because  it  encour- 
aged crime.  It  could  not  therefore  be  justified 
on  that  ground,  nor  indeed  on  any  other.  For 
his  part,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  voted  against  the 
consideration  of  the  motion,  because  in  principle 
it  was  wrong,  and  therefore  he  would  not  even 
inquire  into  it.  Without  regard,  he  said,  to  the 
insinuation  of  particular  sensibilities,  the  usual 
cant  in  this  House,  on  such  occasions,  he  should 
candidly  discuss  this  question.  If  he  knew  him* 
self,  he  observed,  there  was  not  a  gentleman  on 
the  floor  who  would  go  further  than  he  would  at 
this  moment,  to  rescue  the  country  from  the  dan- 
gers which  environ  it,  to  repel  the  foe  that  tram- 
ples on  the  soil.  But,  let  the  danger  be  what  it 
would,  unless  the  existence  of  the  nation  was 
absolutely  in  jeopardy,  he  could  not,  under  anf 
pretence,  consent  to  prostrate  its  honor  and  dig- 
nity by  plunging  into  crime.  The  question,  then, 
arose  whether  the  proposed  measure  ^i^a  or  was* 
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a^l  of  fterimiMl  DMure;  m4  this  qvesiioo  h« 
witbtd  fafirlj  to  eonstder.  Wfatt  wit  thh  pro- 
potitioB  wlueh  was  to  be  adopted  ai  ana  liooal 
principle*  as  a  porttoo  of  oot  Datiooal  moraliiy, 
to  stamp  our  character,  now  and  forever  ?  He 
asked  gentlemen  to  say  if  they  woald,  bv  adopt- 
ing this  proposition,  oner  a  boanty  for  toe  com- 
mis^on  of  crime  ?  Let  gentlemen  look  into  the 
book»  on  national  law^  they  will  find  desertion  to 
be  an  offence  of  so  black  a  dye  that  oot  even  en- 
emies are  to  encoarage  it.  It  is  an  offence  in 
regard  to  which  it  is  a  common  expression,  that 
men  love  the  treason  but  hate  the  traitor.  A  na^ 
tion  mnst  receive  the  traitor, but  hates  him  at  the 
same  time ;  because  the  crime  of  deserting  the 
allegiance  which  a  man  owes  to  his  coontry,  is 
one  of  the  deepest  dve,  one  which  yon  are  daily 
punishing  with  deatn  on  yoi»  frontier.  It  is  now 
proposed  to  oftra  bounty  onan  ofience,  to  which 
your  own  taws  have  decreed  the  punishment  of 
death.  Why  stop  here?  Why  not  oflbr  a  bounty 
to  every  man  Wbo  commits  treason  of  any  kind  1 
Why  stop  herel  Why  not  at  once  adopt  the 
principles  of  the  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain,  as  he 
IS  called,  and  offer  a  bountv  for  the  assassination 
of  the  Kine,  Qovernorsand  Generals  of  your  en- 
emy t  Why  stop  short  by  giving  a  bounty  on 
desertion?  Why  net  at  once  five  a  bounty  for 
the  assassination  of  every  man  in  your  enemy's 
camp,  and  pay  the  perpetrators  of  the  crime  when 
their  daggers  reek  with  their  blood?  There  is 
little  or  no  distinction)  in  pt inciple,  between  these 
ofi^MMes.  Mr.  Q.  repeatea  that  he  was  ready,  and 
gentleasen  would  find  it  in  his  conduct,  to  travel 
every  honorable  lencth  in  defending  his  country. 
But  noiliing  short  of  preserving  the  independence 
of  the  country,  and  not  till  tbat  indep^dlenee  wae 
prostrate  on  the  ground,  could  induce  him  to 
adopt  a  measure,  embracing  a  principle  like  this» 
And  what  would  eentteraen  gain  by  it  ?  It  was 
already  universally  understood  that  the  soldiers 
of  the  enemy  deserted  whenever  they  could.  But 
say,  that  by  this  measure  we  gained  ten  thousand 
men— womd  it  be  a  feather  in  the  scale;  would 
this  indemnify  us  for  the  black  disgrace  which  it 
would  stamp  on  the  very  forehead  of  the  country  ? 
But  look  at  the  further  consequences,  said  he. 
Believe  you  that  the  enemy  will  not  retaliate? 
Thai  after  you  have  committed  this  crime  against 
human  nature,  she  would  not  enter  the  Southern 
department  of  your  country,  and  kindle  a  fire 
which  you  could  not  quench  ?  This  she  had  not 
▼et  attempted,  though  she  had  the  power.  Be- 
liereyou  sne  would  not  capture  your  unoffending 
citizens  on  the  ocean,  and  keep  them  as  hostages 
till  you  delivered  up  those  whom  you  bad  enticed 
awav?  Yes,  sir,  she  would  not  stay  her  arm. 
Look  at  a  further  consequence  of  such  a  measure. 
We  are  to  settle  these  ragamuffins  on  our  fron- 
tiers. Was  there  a  men  who  believed  that  these 
men,  who  were  picked  from  the  jails  of  Europe, 
these  sixpenny  men,  would  settle  down  as  farm- 
ers? No ;  they  were  men  of  dissolute  lives,  men 
not  acquainted  with  the  useful  aru.  Mr.  Q.  said 
he  would  not  offer  inducements  to  such  poor 
wvelches'  to  commii  a'crimei  for  which)  if  detect- 


ed, they,  would  suffer  death.  The  gentlemau  bad  > 
talked  of  humanity ;  was  there  any  bumaaky  in 
this?  In  its  consequences,  as  well  as  iu  priiwi- 
pies,  it  is  utterly  objectionable.  Whenever  the 
nation  is  pushed  to  the  last  extremity,  such  a. 
measure- might  present  a  question  for  considera* 
tion  s  but  we  are  not  driven  to  this  extremity. 
This  country  is  abundaatlv  capable  of  defence. 
Let  its  means  be  brough  rorth ;  the  people  are 
ready  and  willing  to  raise  their  arras  in  its  defence. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  such  degrading  mea« 
sures  as  this. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  commenced  some. re* 
marks  by  saying,  that  on  all  subjects  requiring- 
the  deliberation  of  Congress,  he  was  pleased  to 
see  a  sentiment  of  jealous  regard  for  the  national 
honor  and  character  pervading  the  House,  and 
felt  disposed  to  allow  the  sincerity  and  candor  of 
every  gentleman  who  made  professions  of  iu 
After  hearing  very  attentively,  however,  ail  thai 
had  been  said  on  this  subject,  and  giving  due 
credit  to  the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen,  whose  ar- 

fuments  are  certainly  very  specious,  his  mind 
ad  not  been  convinced  but  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  to  the  House  perfectly  comported  with 
the  national  honor.  It  was  true,  indeed,  that- 
when  we  consult  the  conduct  oi  nations,  and 
those  usages  which  have  the  force  of  laws,  we 
shall  £nd  many  traiu  that  do  not  quadrate  entire^ 
ly  with  the  principles  deemed  honorable  in  social 
life.  But,  in  considering  subiects  of  this  kind, 
we  must  disentangle  our  minds  from  the  coosid* 
eration  of  municipal  laws  which  have  no  bearing : 
on  this  subject.  Treason  is  a  crime  of  the  high* 
est  grade  asainst  the  nation  to  which  the  traitor 
beioDgs.  To  withdraw  allegiance  from  one  na-» 
tion  and  transfer  it  to  that  nation's  enemy,  during 
war,  is  treason  against  the  sovereign  authority  to 
which  allegiance  was  due.  But  how  ought  we- 
to  consider  this  crime  ?  Tbotfgh  a  crime  against 
a  man's  own  country,  it  is  no.  crime  against  thai 
to  which  he  deserts.  The  desertion  of  a  soldier 
from  our  enemy  is  surely  no  crime  against  the 
United  States,  and  therefore^  as  to  us,  no  crime  at 
all.  Mr.  S.  examined  at  some  length  the  nature 
of  allegiance  and  of  the  obligations  it  imposed* 
To  screen  a  criminal  of  any  kind  was  partici- 
pating in  his  crime,  and  becoming  accessory  after 
the  fact ;  but  it  had  been  the  practice  of  all  na- 
tions to  receive  deserters  from  their  enemies,  and* 
to  permit  them  to  settle  among  them  if  they  b^ 
haved  as  good  citizens  ought  to  do.  The  nice 
principles  of  honor  the  gentlemen  had  laid  down^ 
extended  far  enough,  would  impose  on  a  natioa 
the  necessity  of  restoring  to  an  enemy  his  desert* 
ers,  and  enabling  him  to  punish  their  offence 
with  death.  If,  however,  as  public  law  exisu,  we 
may  give  them  aid  and  comiort.  and  afford  them 
an  asylum,  we  may  as  well  adcf  to  other  induce^ 
ments  as  those  which,  the  gentleman  says,  already 
operate  so  powerfully  on  the  soldiers  or  our  en- 
emy. In  so  doing,  the  principle,  which  is  not 
controverted^  u  extended  but  little  further  than  at 
present,  and  tn  its  moral  consequences  is  certainly 
not  so  enlarged  as  to  affect  the  national  honor. 
The  force  of  the  enemy's  examples  had  been 
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passedoTer  m  sileaee  b^r  tbe  genllemaQ,  anti  tbeir 
coiT«€tB€fB  taeitlv  admitted— their  acrtbority  be- 
ing d«afed  00I7  by  tbe  freaeral  intiroation  that 
sttch  cooduet  was  eontrary  to  oational  law.  The 
proposed  measure  thereme  derived  streoffth  from 
the  preceding*  condoet  of  tbe  enemy.  But,  ex- 
aaftine  alt  history,  ancient  and  modem,  what  had 
been  tbe  nsnal'  course  of  all  nations  al  war? 
To  weaken  tbe  hands  of  their  opponents  and 
stren^ben  tbe  bands  of  themselves.  Perhaps 
preoMents  derived  from  the  Revolutionary  war 
might  not  be  considered  by  gentlemen  as  bearing 
on  this  |)oint.  juaee  Britain  then  claimed  us  as 
her  ooloniesr  Recollect,  however,  her  proefama- 
tions  inviting  our  citizens  to  withdraw  from  thei^ 
ane^lanee.  Our  bistorv,  it  is  true,  is  not  ample, 
owing  to  tbe  recency  or  its  date.  But  it  will  be 
recollected  that  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,  our  pl- 
iant officer  conducting  the  war  on  the  land  united 
himself  on  that  occasion  with  a  pretender  to  the 
Tripoiitan  throne,  and  took  advantage  of  his  re- 
bellion to  divide  the  forces  of  the  enemy.  Who 
censured  that  act?  Who  blamed  Baton  for  his  con- 
duct 1  Yet  it  was  thus  only  the  Dey  was  com- 
pelled to  come  to  terms  which  he  had  before  re- 
fused. This  measure  was  clearly  distinguishable 
from  a  bounty  for  assassination,  to  which  it  bad 
been  likened.  Em  ploy  ingpersoos  secretly  to  kill  an 
enemy  was  a  warfare  worthy  onlv  of  savages;  it 
was  an.  unmanly  way  of  p;ettingrra  of  those  whom 
an  army  dare  not  meet  in  a  field  of  battle.  But 
to  withdraw  soldiers  from  an  enemy's  standard 
wu  not  of  this  character,  and  was  besides  more 
correct  under  present  circumstances,  ioasmuch  as 
the  en  emy's  army  is  not  composed  of  soldiers  of 
his  o«7n  country,  but  of  soldiers  from  Germany 
and  other  countries — men  who  owe  no  nationsl 
allegiance  to  Britain,  but  are  mere  mercenaries 
in  her  Tank8«*who  fight  for  those  wbp  pay  them 
best*  They  are  calculated  to  be  the  most  da n- 
flerotts  enemies,  but  are  willing  to  desert  tbeir 
leaders  and  join  our  suindard  on  suffieient  in- 
^cenents.  If  they  employ  men  owing  them  no 
allegiancie,  have  we  not  a  right  to  withdraw  them 
if  we  cauj  and  employ  tbem  to  strengthen  our 
own  frontier?  As  to  the  objection  that  they 
would  not  settle,  that  qbjection  is  refuted  by  the 
terms  of  the.  resolution,  which  require  actual  set- 
tlement on  the  land.  Let  gentlemen  acquainted 
with  the  Revolutionary  war  recollect  how  many 
of  the  good  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  other 
States  were  deserters  from  the  British  ranks, 
Hessians,  Qermans,  &e.,  and  have  become  among 
our  best  and  wealthiest  and  most  useful  citizens. 
Mr.  St  concluded  by  observing  that  this  was  a 
clear  question  of  expediency,  perfectly  within 
the  scope  of  our  policy,  not  contrary  to  national 
honor,  merited  the  attention  of  the  House,  and 
oi^bt  to  be  referred  as  proposed  to  one  of  its  com- 
mitteesi 

After  rejecting  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Brao- 
LBT,  of  Vermont,  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table, 
the  question  on  its  adoption  was  determined : 
For  the  motion  80,  against  it  56,  as  follows : 

TsAS—- Messrs.  Alaxander^  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cbor,  Avef3r>  Barbeos,  Bard,  Bamett,  fiowen,  Biowa» 


B)uwell»  Caldwell,  ChsfppeH^  Clark,  Comstoeki  CoBf 
diet,  Conaxd,  Crswford,  Creighton,  Crouoh,  Daas^ 
Da^  of  Pennsylvanis,  Benoyelles,  Desha,  Eppee» 
Eysbs,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Yorh^ 
Fonufff  Forsyth^  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Good- 
wyn,  Gonrdin,  Ghriffin»  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,! 
Hobbaid,  Humphreys,  Ingeraoll,  Ingham,  Iiring,  Jrwia^- 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,. 
McCoy,  McKeSf  McKim,  MoLeao,  Montgomery,  Mnr- 
firee,  Newton,  Ffckan%  Piper,  Pleasants,  ftea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier^ 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Ttoup,  UdMe, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  ani 
Yancey. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cooper,  Cox,  Ci2n 
peper,  Davenport,  Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston, 
Geddes.,  Goldsboroagh,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hulbert, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  Yoric,  King  of 
Massaehnsetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Meffit,  Moseley,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rugglesb 
Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Vu-ginia,  Stanford,  Stock* 
ton,  Starges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu-, 
setti^  Wfaeatott,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

So  it  was  adopted  by  the  House. 

HONOR  Ta  THE  BRAVE. 

Mr.  HAWKiN8,of  Kentucky,  in  introducing  the 
following  motion,  adverted  to  the  unpropiiious 
events  attendinff  the  eommeneement  of  the  war, 
the  more  morLifyiog  because  uoezpected,  which 
had  caused  to  be  overlooked  bv  the  National  Coun- 
cils some  d  isplays  of  valor  ana  military  skill  which 
deserved  the  notice  of  Congress.  Tnis  omission 
had  been  the  more  marked  because  of  the  almost 
unlimited  plaudits  during  the  same  time  bestoW" 
ed  on  the  officers  of  the  mvy,  &rc.  Had  the  na- 
tion noticed  by  civil  honors  the  merits  of  a  Pike,- 
a  Taylor,  a  Croghan,  a  Miller,  and  some  others, 
perhaps  they  would  have  done  but  sheer  justice* 
But  his  object  in  rising  now  was  to  present  a. 
motion  limited  in  its  character,  and  confined  to 
objecta  wkich  must  meet  the  approbatigp  of  tbe 
House.  The  resolution  he  proposed,  and  which 
he  had  hoped  some  other  member  would  before, 
now  have  ofiered,  was  in  the  following  words: 

lUtoked,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States,  inr 
Congress  aseembled,  be  presented  to  Generals  Biowq^ 
Scott,  and  Craines,  and  their  companions  in  £une. 

Rttohtd,  That  General  Brown  be  requested  to. 
oommnnicate  to  the  other  officers  and  solders  under 
his  command  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Con« 
gresa,  and  the  high  sense  of  gratitude  entertained  Ibc 
victeriesso  sp^did,  achieved  in  cpntests  so  nneqasl* 

Considerable  desultory  debate  took  place  ob' 
this  motion,  not  in  opposition  to  the  principle^: 
bat  from  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  mode. 

Mr.  Oakley  moved  to  commit  the  same  to  the^ 
Committee  of  Military  Affairs,  with  instructione 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  returning  tbo- 
thanl^  of  Congress  to  such  other  officers  and  sol* 
diers  of  the  United  States  as  may  have  distin- 
guished themselves  during  the  present  war. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sbaep,  to  anettd 
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the  motion  of  Mr.  Oarlbt,  by  ioserting,  afcer 
the  word  ^'CoDgress,"  the  following:  "with 
such  other  testimonials  of  the  national  approba- 
tion, as  said  committee  shall  deem  advisable." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  to 
postpone,  until  Monday  next,  the  further  consid- 
•eration  of  the  resolutions ;  which  was  agreed  to. 


Tbubsoat,  September  29. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  John 
'Clopton,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  copy 
-of  a  resolution,  transmitted  under  cover  to  him 
from  Philadelphia,  passed  by  the  Select  and  Com- 
^mon  Council  of  that  city,  offering  to  Congress 
4nd  Government  the  use  of  buildings  in  that  city, 
for  their  accommodation,  provided  it  shall  be 
deemed  expedient,  in  consequence  of  inconve- 
nience experienced  from  the  destruction  of  the 
Capitol,  dbc. — Referred  to  the  committee  already 
taised  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Lattimobb,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
select  committee  appointed  on  that  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  further  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  to  increase 
the  number  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil for  the  same. — Twice  read  and  committed. 

No  other  business  being  offered  for  considera- 
tion, and  none  of  the  committees  being  ready  to 
report,  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  September  30. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  Bradbury  Cilley;  from  New  Jer- 
sey, James  Schdreman;  from  Maryland,  Nioao- 
hAa  R.  Moore  ;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  prayinj^  that 
certain  companies  of  militia,  called  out  for  the 
defence  of  that  Territory,  may  be  paid  by  the 
United  States.— Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia, 
to  amend  the  Constitution.  That  part  of  the  mo- 
tion was  taken  up  which  goes  to  provide 

"  That  Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  with  branches  thereof  in  any  State." 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  did  not  intend  to  repeat 
the  reoamrks  which  he  had  made  when  this  sub- 
ject was  last  year  before  the  Congress,  or  to  say 
anything  in  anticipation  of  the  remarks  which 
might  bt  made  for  or  against  this  proposition. 
The  utility  of  a  National^ank  had  been  demon- 
strated by  every  day's  experience.  We  know  at 
this  day,  said  he,  that  some  State  banks  which 
have  stopped  payment  have  not  only  refused  to 
receive  the  notes  of  those  which  continue  to  cash 
their  notes,  but  have  forced  their  holders  to  sell 
them  at  ten  per  cent,  discount  in  the  brokers' 
shops.    Independent  of  this  fact,  it  was  held  by 


all  gentlemen  of  all  parties  that  it  is  necessary  to 
the  convenience  of  our  fiscal  operations  that  there 
should  be  a  National  Bank.  The  only  difficulty 
opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  now 
under  consideration  would  be  on  the  part  of  those 
who  believed  that  the  power  proposed  to  be 
vested,  already  resided  in  Congress,  and  who 
might  contend  that  the  passage  of  such  a  motion 
as  this  would  by  implication  deny  the  present  ex- 
istence  of  the  power.  Mr.  J.  said  that  he  did  not 
himself  believe  that  anygentleman  would  be  com- 
promitied  in  this  way  by  voting  for  this  proposi« 
lion ;  that  it  was  best  in  ail  cases  the  least  doubtful 
of  Constitutional  construction  to  make  assurance 
doubly  sure.  Many  of  the  State  Legislatures  had 
declared  their  opinion  that  a  law  establishing  a 
National  Bank  would  be  an  unauthori2ed  act.  It 
would  be  better,  to  avoid  all  difficulties,  to  con- 
sult their  opinions,  or,  if  you  please,  their  preju- 
dices, and  receive  at  their  hand,  by  liberal  grant, 
a  power  so  essential  to  the  well  being  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  Kentucky,  said  as  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  proposition,  it  was  perhaps  due  to 
himself,  as  well  as  the  Committee,  to  state  his 
reasons  for  voting  against  it,  and  why  he  thought 
it  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  If  it  were  to  be 
adopted  and  sent  out  to  the  States  for  concur- 
rence, would  not  the  question  of  constitutionality, 
he  asked,  be  completely  yielded  on  the  part  of 
those  who  voted  for  it  ?  Whether,  as  such  a  vote 
would  be  a  disclaiming  of  the  power  by  Coosress. 
reason  and  probability  did  not  altogether  forbid 
the  expectation  that  the  States  would  relinquish 
this  power  to  the  General  €h)vernment?  A  Jaige 
majority  of  the  States  already  had  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  banking  establishmente  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions;  and,  so  far  as  the  paper 
ana  business  of  a  National  Bank  extended,  it  must 
so  far  deteriorate  the  State  bank  stocks,  and  cur- 
tall  the  revenues  therefrom  on  which  some  of  the 
Slates  entirely  rely  for  the  support  of  their  gov- 
ernments. Besides  this,  the  interest  of  the  local 
banks  extended  through  all  the  ramifications  of 
society.  Almost  every  individual  in  every  Legis- 
lature was  in  some  degree  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess and  prosperity  of  the  State  banks,  and  would 
be  interested  to  refuse  to  grant  the  power  if  it 
was  once  yielded  by  the  House.  The  question 
presented  in  this  form  appears  to  propose  a  re- 
linquishment of  power,  and  will  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity on  which  the  States  will  gladly  seize  to 
withhold  from  Congress  the  right  of  exercising 
this  power.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  question 
of  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  old  United  States 
Bank  at  all  decided  the  question  of  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress.  The  history  of  that 
bank,  as  found  on  the  Journals  of  Congress,  was 
this  i  that  Congress,  in  1791,  by  a  very  laree  ma- 
jority of  both  branches,  passed  a  law  establishing 
a  bank,  which  was  sanctioned  by  President  Wash- 
ington, and  went  into  operation ;  that  it  after" 
wards  received  the  sanction  of  Congress  under 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  laws  establishing  branches  of  it,  and  for 
the  punishment  of  those  who  couaterfeited  ita 
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pB]icfr.  It  wmt  a  &et,  thtt  every  member  would 
coDcar  with  him  in  declaring,  that  many  who 
TOted  agatost  reehartering  the  bank,  did  so,  not 
because  they  did  not  believe  that  Congress  pos- 
sessed the  power,  bat  because  they  believed  the 
measure  inexpedient.  He  hazarded  nothing  in 
saying  that  more  than  the  number  of  the  majority 
OD  that  qaestion  entertained  no  Constitutional 
scruples  on  the  subject.  In  the  Senate  the  ques- 
tion was  decided  affainat  renewing  the  charter  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  President  of  that  body,  in 
which  there  were  many  who  did  not  vote  against 
it  from  Cooatitutional  considerations.  So  far  as 
any  decision  of  Congress  had  authority,  their  de- 
cisions proved  that  Congress  had  the  power. 
This  subject  had  been  so  repeatedly  discussed, 
that  he  supposed  it  would  be  useless  to  refer  to 
the  Constitution  in  relation  to  it.  The  question 
had  become  a  point  of  political  faith,  and  ac- 
quired the  stability  of  some  theological  opinions, 
on  which  argument  and  reason  were  thrown 
away.  He.  did  not  aspire  to  the  ability  to  shake 
opinions  of  such  long  standing  as  he  knew  were 
entertained  by  some  members  of  the  House.  But 
even  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Vtr- 
ginhi  this  morning  would  prove  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  National 
Bank.  The  gentleman  had  informed  the  House 
thai  such  a  bank  was  necessary  and  indispensable 
for  the  convenient,  faithful,  and  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  finances.  Availing  himself 
of  this  admission,  and  applying  it  to  the  j^eneral 
clause  in  the  Constitution  vesting  powers  in  Con- 
gress, he  contended  no  doubt  could  remain  of  the 
power  being  in  Congress.  By  the  Constitutional 
phrase  "  necessary  and  proper''  was  not  meant  an 
absolutely  indispensable  necessity,  but  any  agency 
fitted,  suited,  applicable  to,  and  connected  with, 
the  faithful  administration  of  the  finances.  Every 
man  not  prejudiced  must,  by  experience  and  the 
gentleman^s  admission,  be  convinced  that  Con- 
gress already  have  the  power  now  proposed  to  be 
given  to  them.  He  then  took  a  retrospective 
Tiew  of  the  operation  of  the  refusal  to  recharter 
the  old  bank  or  establish  a  new  one,  and  proved 
conclusively  that  the  Government  had  been  very 
greatly  a  loser,  perhaps  to  the  amount  of  four 
or  five  millions,  by  that  omission—besides  the 
reduced  interesu  at  which  the  facilities  it  afforded 
would  have  enabled  the  Grovernment  to  obtain 
the  loans  they  have  shice  had  occasion  for.  It 
was  demonstrated  that  a  bank  of  this  description 
famished  facilities  which  no  existing  institution 
did ;  and  it  was  therefore  proved  that  its  estab- 
lishment was  necessary  and  proper  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government,  and  of  course 
within  the  scope  of  their  Constitutional  power. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  it  must  have  been  observed, 
that  he  had  on  all  occasions  purposely  avoided 
expressing  his  opinion  on  the  constitutionality  of 
any  act  to  establish  a  National  Bank.  *  He  did 
not  consider  the  votes,  however,  during  the  time 
he  had  held  a  seat  in*  the  House,  as  recognising 
the  power  $  for  instance,  he  did  not  imagine  that 
any  person  could  be  considered  as  sanctioning  the 
iastitiuion  referred  to  by  Toting  to  punish  the 


counterfeiting  the  notes  of  the  bank.  Policy  and 
every  consideration  dictated  that  an  offence  of 
this  kind  should  be  punished,  and  the  law  for  that 
purpose  was  proposed  without  adverting  at  all  to 
the  Coostitutienal  question.  In  regard  to  the 
question  of  establishing  new  branches  to  the  bank, 
it  was  one  of  more  difficulty.  The  Coostitotionaf 
question,  however,  was  not  on  that  occasion  stir- 
red before  Congress,  and  be  believed  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  not  called  on  it.  The  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  limited  in  its  du- 
ration ;  and  whilst  it  was  in  existence,  it  was  the 
duty,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  of  the  constituted  au* 
thorities  to  five  to  it  efficacy,  to  punish  offenders 
against  it.  The  charter  of  that  bank  was  like  the 
contracts  which  the  Government  has  made  with 
the  national  creditors— of  which  he  hoped,  none 
in  this  House  or  nation,  whatever  he  bad  heard 
to  the  contrary,  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  the  na- 
tional faith  was  not  pledged  to  redeem  the  last 
shilling.  So  in  regard  to  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Those  who  opposed  it  of* 
fered  no  obstacle  to  fulfilling  it  aAer  it  was  granted. 
The  gentleman  bad  said  the  State  Legislatures 
and  individuals  composing  them  would  oppose  the 
grant  of  any  such  power  as  this  to  the  National 
Government.    Ooce  establish   thie  almost  indis- 

Kmsable  utility  and  importance  of  a  National 
ank,  and  there  would  be  such  a  direct  appeal  to 
the  honor  and  patriotism  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures as  to  forbid  for  a  moment  the  idea  that  they 
would  not  sanction  its  creation.  Their  private 
interest  would  vanish  before  the  national  good* 
But  even  if  this  base  and  grovelling  passion  bad 
influence,  it  would  not  prevent  them  from  granting 
the  power  he  proposed  to  ask  from  them.  Mr. 
J.  made  some  observations  going  to  show  that  the 
advantage  to  the  individual  States  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  banks  within  their  limits  would  ope- 
rate as  a  counterpoise  to  the  effect  of  the  collis- 
ion of  interest  between  a  National  Bank  and  the 
State  Banks— *beca use  the  branches  so  to  be  es- 
tablished would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  were  located.  The  gen- 
tleman appeared  to  think  the  adoption  of  the 
proposition  would  be  a  virtual  acknowledgment 
that  we  do  not  now  possess  the  power  proposed  to 
be  given.  The  Constitution,  Mr.  J.  said,  would 
never  be  destroyed  by  the  omission  to  exercise 
in  their  fullest  plenitude  the  powers  expressly  ^ 
granted  in  it,  4bc.  He  adverted  to  the  eloquent 
argument  of  Vice  President  Clinton,  on  giving  his 
casting  vote  against  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  before  the 
Senate,  in  which  body  it  had  been  ttrgned  solely 
on  the  ground  of  constitutionality.  The  Consti- 
tution, Mr.  J.  further  said,  admitted  of  differ- 
ent constructions,  about  which  the  most  learned 
and  the  most  virtuous  men  differ;  but  if  one 
violation  were  to  Re  made  a  precedent  for  a 
subsequent  and  analogous  violation,  the  Consti- 
tution would  become  a  matter  of  convenience, 
instead  of  an  instrument  of  oblig;ation.  He  advert- 
ed to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  at  the  last  session,  on  the  subject  of  the 
National  Bank,  who  had  decided  that  Congreas 
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hid  no  power  lo  esiablbh  one^  When  th«  law 
pMsed  etUblishiDg  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  there  had  existed  mtMh  doobt  as  to  its  eoo<* 
stituxiooality ;  and  General  Washington  withheld 
his  signature  for  some  days  in  consequence  of  it. 
The  same  doubts  still  existed }  and  yei,  where  thej 
were  most  strongly  entertained,  he  had  heard  of  no 
objection  to  amending  the  Constitution  so  as  to 
grant  the  power.  Let  us  not,  said  he,  refuse  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  advantage  of  such  an  insti* 
tution,  and  of  removing  our  own  honest  scruples, 
by  refusing  to  apply  to  the  States  for  a  ^raat  of 
the  power.  Mr.  J.  concluded  by  expressing  his 
bope^  though  that  hope  waa  much  weakened  by 
the  prospeeti  that  his  proposition  would  be  agreed 
to. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  by  Mr.  McKeb, 
the  proposition  was  negatived  in  Conunittee,  who 
reported  their  disagreement  to  the  House. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  their  disagreement  to  the  proposition,  was 
then  decided  as  follows: 

YaASr— Messn.  Alexander,  Alston,  Averj»  Bamett, 
Baylies  of  Mssstolraselts,  Bsyly  of  Virginia,  Bigeiow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brsdley,  Bngbam,  Butler,  Caportaa, 
Caldwell,  ChanpioB,  Chappell,  Cillej,  CUurk,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Cooper«  Coz,  Calpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davenport  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Davall,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  For- 
syth, Gaston*  Geddes,  Goldsborongh,  Grosvenor,  Han* 
son,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  Mas- 
•aehnsetts,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Murfree, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rhea  of 
Pennsylvama,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman,  Sevier, 
Shtfp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong, 
Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Wasd  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Win< 
ter,  and  Yancey>>«^6 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Gondict,  Conard,  Cimwibrd,  Creigh- 
toD,D«visof  Pennsylvania,  Earle,  EppesyEvans,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gtoodwyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin* 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Humphreys,  Ingessoll,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Kerrtkaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lyle, 
Macon,  MeCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Newton, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Udree,  and  Wilton  of 
Pennsylvania — 44 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the 
*  first,  second,  and  third  articles  contained  in  the 
proposition  aforesaid,  were  recommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union. 


Monday,  October  3. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
JoBN  W.  Taylor;  and  from  Virginia,  Hugh 
Nelson  i  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  resolution  was  oifered  by  Mr.  Desba  to  in- 
struct the  Military  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  compensation  for  horses 
lost  in  the  service  by  mounted  volunteers  and 
militia ;  which  was  overruled  by  the  House,  bv 
a  small  majority,  under  the  impression,  it  appeared, 


that  the  sahfatl  wm  alraady  spsciaUy  refensA-, 
to  a  different  commitlee^ 

Mr.  Mo9T«oMRv,of  EeatQoky,  in  ofiering.thor 
following,  assigned  as  a  xeason  hie  deake  to  piii 
officers  and  privates  oa  the  tamo  footing  in  tkbf 
respect.  The  bill  which  was  passed'  in  1813  oft 
this  subject, contained^  when  sent  from  this  Hooas^ 
a  provision  applying  to  soldiers  as  wall  aa:o& 
cers.  bot  that  clause  embraoing  privates  bad  besB . 
stricken  out  by  the  .Senate.  His  motton  was  in: 
the  following  terms : 

RaOuedr  That  ibe  Gooimtltee  of  Claims  be  instoue^ 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  making  proviaieii 
for  the  widowft  and  orphans  of  nulitui  privates  slsm  iift . 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  having  been  amended,  on  sugses* 
tion  of  Mr.  DfiSHA,  of  Kentucky,  so  as  to  include- 
also  those  who  may  die  or  have  died  whilst  in  the* 
service,  and  also  so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  the 
Military  Committee,  instead  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  was  agreed  to. 

HONORARY  REWARDS. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  r 
Afikirs,  reported  resolutions  expffcesive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  for  the  gallantry  and  good 
conduct,  with  which  the  arms  of  the  United  i 
States  have  been  sustained  by  Major  Generali 
Brown,  and  Brigadiers  Seott,.  Ghdnes,  and  Met 
comb,  during  the  preseatcampaiign. 

Mr,  Fisk,  of  Vermont,^  moved  to  refer  the  re- 
solves to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 
There  were  two  names  omitted  in  one  resolve,- 
he  meant  those  of  General  Porter  and  General 
Ripley,  which  had  been  associated  in  all  the  no- 
tions naoked  in  it ;  aad  he  did  not  see  why,  if  auclk 
should  also  be  the  opinion  of  the  House,  tbef 
should  not  be  incorporated  in  the  resolution,  aa. 
their  merits  in  his  opinion  entitled  them  to  be. 

Mr.  Troop,  of  Georgia,  said  it  was  desirable 
that  these  resolutions  should  be  noted  on  wttk 
unanimity ;  if  not,  they  would  be  deprived  of  half 
their  value  and  consequence — he  should  not^ 
therefore,  object  to  any  course  the  House  might 
think  proper  to  pursue  in  relation  to  them.  The- 
report  of  this  morning  was  intended  only  aaa  re^ 
p<tft  in  part.  In  acting  on  a  question  so  environed 
with  delicacy  and  difficulty  as  this,  it  had  beeft. 
necessary  for  the  committee  to  prescribe  sobm 
limitations  to  itself,  aad  it  appeared  to  them  thtt 
the  House  would  acknowledge  the  same  necea* 
sity.  The  first  limit  they  had  agreed  on  was  to 
the  present  campaign*-the  seeond^  to  Grenerai 
Officers  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Ift 
considering  this  subject,  the  claims  of  others  than, 
those  expressly  noticed  could  not  have  beta 
passed  over  by  the  committee.  The  names  men- 
tioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  had  par- 
ticularly claimed  their  attention.  The  name  of 
Porter  was  intimately  associated  in  military  faflEie- 
with  tho^  already  mentioned.  Not  only  had  he^ 
been  distinguished  by  hia  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct  in  the  field,  but  by  his  seal  and  aetivity  in.- 
collecting  together  a  band  of  patriotic  militia  ift . 
aid  of  the  regular  army,  at  a  time  when  that- 
army  moet  needed  the  serviees  of  sack  Min^Htte^ 
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nwBts.  Under  time  cir««tti«iucei,  it  wu  iB»- 
poMiUe  for  the  committee  to  pan  by.  Day,  not  to 
notice  with  sfieciai  attention  the  claim  of  Gkne* 
ral  Porter;  bat  it  wae  ineonsisteiH'Wkh  the  lim- 
itation the  committee  bad  prescribed  to  itaelf,. 
inaemneb  at  he  was  not  attached  to  the  regaiar 
service,  but  an  offieer  of  the  militia*  As  to  Gen- 
erl  Ripiey,  it  had  been  thoaght  proper,  as  be  had 
not  been  first  in  command  on  these  occasions,  to 
past  1^  his  case  for  the  present,  referring  it  to  a 
fature  occasion,  on  whtcn  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  committee  to  embrace  other  cases  of  merito- 
rioas  condaet  displayed  not  only  daring  the  pres- 
ent bat  preeedinff  campaigns. 

Mr.  FiBK,  of  Vermont,  said  it  was  far  from  his 
intention  to  object  to  the  testimony  nroposed  to 
begiren  by  the  House  to  the  meriu  of  the  officers 
named  in  toe  resolve,  but  to  incorporate  in  it  other 
characters,  entitled,  as  he  thought,  to  the  like 
tribule.  For  that  purpose,  he  wished  it  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  Whole. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  FiBC,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolatloa  directing  an 
inquiry  into  the  espediency  of  a  temporary  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Qovernment  from  the  City 
of  Washington,  dtc.  reported  : 

**That  the  committee  had  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  directed  the  Ohainnan  to  snbmit  to  the 
House  the  folkming  resolatien: 

*<  Resolved,  That  it  inexpedient  to  remove  the  Seat 
of  Oowernment  at  this  time  from  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the 
report — 

Mr-  PisK,  of  New  York,  said  he  bad  reported 
that  resolution  in  conformity  to  the  directions  of 
a  majority  of  the  committee ;  but  he  now  thought 
it  his  duty  to  move  to  strike  out  the  word  **  io ex- 
pedient," and  insert  the  word  '^  expedient. '^ 

A  short  desultory  conversation  took  place  be- 
tweeit  several  members  in  relation  to  the  state  of 
defence  of  the  place,  dec. 

When  the  question  on  Mr.  Fibk's  motion  to 
amend  (the  ef^t  of  which  was  to  declare  it  expe^ 
dient  to  remove)  was  taken  and  decided  as  tol* 
lows: 

YXAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig- 
Ham,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clark,  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Dav- 
enport, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Deshe, 
DuvaH,  Ely,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Groevenor, 
Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lovett,  Lyie,  MaikeU*  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Oridey»  Pickerings  Piper,  Post,  John  Reed, 
Rea  of-PennsylTtma,  Rieh,  Raggfae,  8ohunmao>  Sey* 
belt,  Sharps  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  8Cockton» 
Slnigas^  Tan&ehiU,  Teylor,  Thonpeen,  Udree,  Veee, 
Ward  of  Maesaehaeetts,  Wasdef  New  Jersey,  WSfoex^ 
sad  Winter— «a       ^ 

NisfXi    Meac  Aschu^  Aveiy»  Bad»u%  Baid^Baa* 


netl^.  Bayly  of  Yiiginisi  Bowen,  Barwell,  Capertan, 
CSiappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Crawibrd,  Cnlpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Danai,Earie,Eppe8,  Evans,  Fanow,  Findley« 
Fiak  of  Yermont,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston^ 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson^ 
Harris^  Hawes,  Hawkin%  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Jack- 
son of  Yirginia,  JcAinson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
King  of  North  Carolina^  Lefierts,  Lewii,  Lowndes^ 
Macon,  McCov,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgonip 
eiv,  Moore,  xfewUm,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee^  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Yirgmia,  Stieng,  Stuart,  Telfiur,  Troup,  White,  Wil- 
senof  Penn4jlvania,aad  Yancey— 68. 

The  House  being  equally  divided*^ 

The  Spjbakeb  said,  he  was  now  called  on  to 
give  a  vote  as  unexpected  as  painful.  He  would, 
on  this  occasion,  as  on  any  other,  regardless  of 
the  feelings  that  might  be  thereby  excited,  and  the 
impressions  probably  received,  give  that  vote 
which  he  believed  the  interests,  safely,  and  honor, 
of  the  nation  under  all  the  circumstances  to  re- 
quire. He  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  these  consideraUons  required  him  to  vote  in 
the  affirmative.  The  reason  for  this  vote  was, 
that  this  District  conid  not  be  defended  exeept  at 
an  imneoee  expeaaeyandaa  expense  perhaps  haif 
of  thai  which  would  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the* 
war. 

So  .the  amititdBiant  w«a  carried.^ 

Mr.r  Lswia,  of  Virginta,  moved  to  refer  the  re^ 

Sutas  amended  to.  the  Coanikittee  of  the  whale 
ouse^  thai  it  might  be  more  fatty  aad  freelf 
dfscttseed* 

Mr.  BonwaLL,  of  Virginia,  appeared  to  favev^ 
the  reference  of  this  motion  to  a  select  comtntttee' 
to  report  a  bilL  Although  against  bis  own  opin* 
ion,  he  admired  the  firmness  and  decision  with 
which  the  Speaker  on  this,  as  on  every  occasion, 
had  acted.  He  was  desirous  that  this  question 
should  be  decided  as- speedily  as  possible — and^ 
although  no  person  was  more  sanguine  than  he 
was  that,  before  it.  was  finally  acted  on,  the  opin^ 
ion  of  the  House  would  change  on  this  subject, 
he  was  desirous  now  to  see  this  resolve. referred- 
to  a  select  committee  with  instructions  to  report 
a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Mr.  FiBK  having  acceded  to  the  proposed  refer- 
ence to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bnsinese 
was  so  disposed  of,  and  nwde  the  order  of  the  daf - 
for  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  October  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qholson, 

BtBohedj  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi* 
ency  of  amending  the  ^*act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors^ 
and  foreign  merchandise,"  so  as  to  allow  the  pro* 
prietors  of  spirituous  liquors  distilled  from  do* 
raeetic  materials,  of  which  they  are  themselvea 
the  growers,  to  sell,  without  license,  any  quantity 
thereof  not  less  than  one  gallon* 

Mr.  Yahoby,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  unfavorably  to  the  petition  of  Edwin 
Lewis;  which  report  was  concurred  in.  Tbe 
report  is  as  foliovrs : 


348 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


344 


H.opR. 


Bounty  on  Prisonert-- Removal  of  the  Seat  of  Chvemmeni.        October^  1814* 


That  the  petitioner  states,  that  in  the  years  1804, 
1805,  and  1806,  a  CapUin  Thomas  Swain,  of  the 
United  States'  Army,  cat  and  used  for  the  public  ser- 
vice a  large  quantity  of  timber  belonging  to  the  peti- 
tioner; that  the  petitioner  sued  him  for  it,  and  re- 
covered judgment,  and  that  the  said  Captain  Swain 
has  since  died  insolvent,  without  making  compensa- 
tion for  the  timber.  The  petition  is  not  supported  by 
any  evidence  of  the  facts;  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion, however,  that,  taking  the  &cts  as  true,  the  peti- 
tioner is  not  entitled  to  relief.  They,  therefore,  re- 
commend to  the  House  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Yancet  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  memorial  of  Thomas  Gutts ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

That  Tristram  Hooper,  Moses  Lowell,  and  Benja- 
min Chandler,  were  indebted  to  the  United  States  by 
a  judgment  recovered  against  them  on  a  revenue 
bond ;  an  execution  issued  against  their  property,  and 
was  levied  by  the  marshal  of  the  district  on  three 
eighth  parts  of  the  schooner  Catharine.  At  the  sale 
of  the  schooner,  the  petitioner,  Thomas  Cutts,  became 
the  purchaser  at  the  price  of  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars.  A  claim  to  the  three-quarters  of  the  three- 
eighths  of  this  vessel  was  afterwards  set  up  by  Asa 
Stevens;  and,  in  action  against  the  petitioner,  it  ap- 
pears he  recovered  for  damages,  interest,  and  costs,  the 
•om  of  $904  36 ;  which  sum  the  petitioner  prays  to  be 
remunerated,  together  with  the  sum  of  $466,  which  he 
alleges  had  been  paid  to  counsel  and  witnesses  in  the 
sail,  and  expended  by  himself  in  attendance,  and  for 
which  it  is  stated  his  voachers  are  lost. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  the  petitioner  is  not 
entitled  to  relief;  they  view  this  as  a  common  case  of 
sale,  under  an  execution  in  which  the  plaintiff  cannot 
be  considered  the  warranter  of  the  property.  The 
purchaser  buys  at  his  own  risk ;  and  it  is  for  him  to 
jndge  whether  the  tiUe  of  the  defendant  in  the  execu- 
tion is  good  or  bad.  They,  therefore,  recommend  to 
the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Renhed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

BOUNTY  ON  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  Pleasamts,  of  Yirgiaia,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Navai  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  to  mer- 
chant recaptors  the  provisions  of  the  bill  allowing 
a  bounty  on  prisoners  to  the  owners  and  crews  of 
private  armed  vessels,  reported,  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  said  act 
to  the  case  just  stated. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  opposed  the  adop- 
tion of  this  report  on  various  grounds.  The  risk 
and  importance  of  the  recapture  of  merchantmen 
was  not,  he  said,  inferior  to  the  risk  and  import- 
ance of  captures  by  private  armed  vessels.  The 
cause  of  humanity  would  be  also  served  by  ir,  as 
the  lives  of  the  enemy's  seamen  might  in  some 
instances  be  preserved^  in  consequence  of  such 
an  inducement,  dbc.  He  hoped  it  would  never 
he  said  that  this  House,  by  a  large  majority,  de- 
termined to  offer  a  bounty  on  deserters  from  the 
army  of  the  enemy,  and  yet  refused  a  small  pre- 
mium on  seamen  of  the  enemy  thus  meritoriously 


made  priaoners.  Mr.  K.  concluded  his  observa- 
tions by  moving  to  amend  the  report  by  striking 
out  ^inexpedient,"  and  inserting  *' expedient." 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  stated  the  reasons 
which  had  given  birth  to  this  report.  The  prin- 
cipal  reason  was,  that  whilst  the  proposed  exten- 
sion of  bounty  to  such  cases  would  add  very  lit* 
tie  inducement  to  recapture,  it  would  add  very 
greatly  to  the  hardship  and  suffering^  of  those  of 
our  citizens  who  might  be  captured,  who  would 
undoubtedly  be  more  rigidly  secured,  perhaps  iu 
irons,  in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Kino  replied.  He  did  not  apprehend  that 
such  oppression  would  be  exercised  as  the  gen- 
tleman supposed,  and  believed  the  objection  not 
valid  against  the  proposition  to  afford  this  small 
reward  to  our  brave  seamen  for  their  adventurous 
valor.  He  considered  this  vote  as  the  test  whe- 
ther the  friendship  expressed  on  all  hands  for  our 
brave  tars  was  suostaotial  or  mere  profession. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  explained 
his  ideas  of  the  policv  of  the  act  now  proposed  to 
be  amended,  which  ne  did  not  look  upon  in  the 
light  of  a  bounty  to  privateers,  but  as  an  induce- 
ment to  them  to  brin|^  in  prisoners  when  cap- 
tured instead  of  releasmg  them.  The  proposed 
amendment  he  did  not  consider  as  at  all  essential 
to,  or  connected  with  the  policy  of  that  act — and 
the  inducements  to  recapture  he  considered  to  be 
quite  sufficient  already  without  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Kino  was  nef^atived,  and 
the  report  accepted  by  a  large  majority. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Vir- 
ginia, having  taken  up  this  subject,  and  being 
about  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
VIThole  thereon — 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  observed  that  he  be* 
lieved  much  debate  was  not  necessarv,  as  gentle- 
men had  not  only  deliberated  but  already  made 
up  their  minds.  He  wished  to  come  at  the  ques- 
tion, and  with  many  others  had  rather  render  his 
vote  on  this  subject  than  hear  any  discussion 
whatever;  and,  therefore,  moved  an  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  question. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Pickering,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Goldsborough,  of  Mary- 
land, both  of  whom  placed  their  opposition  on 
the  ground  of  a  desire  for  further  information — 
the  one,  however,  declaring  his  present  opinion 
in  favor  of,  and  the  other  against,  removal. 

The  question  was  then  taxen  on  indefinite  post- 
ponement, and  decided  in  the  negative,  many  of 
those  opposed  to  removal,  having,  with  Mr. 
GoLDSBOROUGB,  voted  against  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  motion.  For  the  postponement 
61,  against  it  77,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bar- 
nett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Burwell,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
Culpeper,  Dana,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson, 
Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawse, 
Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Humphreysi^  Hungeribid,  Irving, 
Kent  of  Maty  land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kiog  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefferta,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Maeon,  McCoy, 
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McKee,  McKun,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Pearson,  Pleaaanta,  Rhea  of  Tenneaaee, 
Roane,  Sage,  SeTier,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Telfair,  TVoap,  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yanoey. 

NATfr^Mesam.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachasetts,  Bigdow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clark,  Cofflstock,  Condiet,  Conard,  Cooper,  Coz,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  DaTenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Benoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eiy,Findiey,  Fisk  of  New 
Tork,  Geddes,  Glaagow,  Goldsborough,  Gourdin,  Gros- 
▼enor,  Hulbert,  IngersoU,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell.  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley, 
Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper,  Post,  John  Reed, 
Reaof  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sey- 
bert.  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Bturger,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whea- 
ton,  Wiiooz,  and  Winter. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
xnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  abo'remen- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Pbarson,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  speak 
against  the  resolution,  and  continued  to  speak 
with  great  ability  and  force  of  reasoning,  as  well 
on  the  question  of  expediency  as  on  that  of  Con- 
stitutionality, until  about  three  o'clock;  when  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Wednssdat,  October  5. 
Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Rhode  Island 
Slisba  R.  Potter,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

REMOVAL  OP  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  expediency  of  a  temporary  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Government.  The  resolu- 
tion under  consideration  stands  as  follows : 

Reiohed,  That  it  is  expedient  at  this  time  to  re- 
move the  Seat  of  Govemment  from  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  he  had  at 
one  time  determined  to  take  no  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion now  before  the  Committee,  but  to  remain 
satisfied  with  a  silent  vote.  The  subject  had  al- 
ways appea(ed  to  him  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  pre- 
clude any  jnst  expectation  of  good  resulting  from 
much  debate.  We  should  make  no  proselytes  on 
one  side  or  the  -other — the  subject  lies  level  with 
every  man's  understanding.  Gentlemed  need 
only  to  open  the  Constitution  of  their  eouotry — 
cast  their  eyes  around— -survey  the  District,  and 
c^erve  what  was  before  them,  to  enable  them  to 
judge  correctly.  He  had,  however,  been  induced 
to  alter  this  resolution  by  the  course  of  argument 
which  an  honorable  member  from  North  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Pbarsoii,  who  he  was  sorry  not  to  see 
in  bis  seat)  had  thought  proper  to  pursue.  That 
gentleman  had  made  many  remarks  which  were 
susceptible  of  a  satisfactory  answer;  many  which 
Idr.  8.  thought  ought  not  to  go  forth  without  an 


answer;-— they  might,  if  unanswered,  be  thought 
correct,  and  would,  he  feared,  delude  and  mislead 
those  whom  that  gentieiricn  had  with  so  much 
zeal  and  ability  atiemnted  to  serve.  No  gentle- 
man, Mr.  S.  said,  could  feel  less  personal  interest 
in  the  question  than  he  did  ;  coming  from  a  State, 
having  very  humble  pretensions  to  consequence 
or  ]>atronage — never  himself  expecting  to  be  here 
again  after  this  session — be  could  view  the  sub- 
ject with  coolness  and  impartiality.  The  honor- 
able member  he  alluded  to  had  indulged  himself 
in  very  extensive  and  wide  excursions.  Mr.  S. 
would  not  attempt  to  follow  him  in  his  whole 
course,  but  content  himself  with  selecting  some 
of  his  leading  points,  leaving  it  to  other  gentle- 
men to  remark  on  the  residue  if  they  saw  fit.  To 
get  at  the  gentleman's  argument  at  once,  he  would 
consider  it  under  two  general  heads—- 

Ist.  The  legal.  Constitutional  right  of  Congress 
to  remove  the  Seat  of  Government. 

2d.  The  propriety  or  expediency  of  exercising 
that  right  if  they  bad  it. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  de- 
nied both ;  he  would  contend  for  the  affirmative 
of  each  proposition. 

1st.  boes  the  Government  of  the  United  Siates 
possess  the  legal  Constitutional  power  of  remov- 
ing itself  from  this  District  1  Mr.  S.  said,  it  was 
obvious  that  this  point  must  be  subdivided  into 
two:  1st.  Has  the  Government  the  power*  of  tem- 
porary removal  1  2d.  Has  it  the  power  of  perma- 
nent removal  1  Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  considered 
the  first  as  the  only  question  now  properly  be- 
fore the  Committee,  it  was  true,  that  tne  propo- 
sition contained  in  the  resolution  was  general  in 
iu  terms,  yet  it  seemed  to  be  agreed  on  all  sides, 
that  only  a  temporary  removal  was  contemplated 
at  present.  We  were  not  ready  now  to  act  on  so 
extensive  a  subject — one  involving  so  many  con- 
siderations of  public  inter^t,  of  private  feeliog 
and  justice,  as  that  of  a  permanent  removal. 
This  {[reat  point,  then,  was  really  not  before  the 
committee.  But  the  gentleman  irom  North  Car- 
olina supposing,  probably,  that  upon  the  question 
of  permanent  removal  he  was  impregnable,  had 
pressed  it  into  his  service;  its  discussion  was, 
therefore,  proper,  and  might  be  useful.  As  to  the 
legal  Constitutional  right  of  the  Government  to 
remove  itself  for  a  season  on  good  and  bufficient 
reasons,  who,  Mr.  S.  asked,  could  seriously  doubt 
it  ?  What  section  of  the  Constitution,  what  prin- 
ciple of  reason,  common  sense,  or  common  jus- 
tice, could  be  relied  on  to  take  from  the  national 
councils  so  common  and  necessary  an  attribute 
of  sovereignty?    None  could  be  produced;  the 

gentleman  could  find  none;  no  gentleman  had 
ascarded  the  assertion.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man himself  from  North  Caroliila,  with  all  his 
zeal,  industry,  and  talent,  had  not  brought  his 
mind  up  to  such  an  assertion  in  direct  terms;  yet 
it  was  necessary  to  a  successful  opposition  to  this 
resolution,  not  only  to  make,  but  to  make  good 
this  extravagant  position.  Why,  be  asked,  should 
the  people  have  thus  fettered,  thus  imprison^, 
their  Government?  Why  should  an  act^aseer- 
tainiag  the  place  where  the  Government  s\ioaVd 
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Bit,  be  considered  so  sacred  as  Dot  to  be  approach- 
ed by  the  Qoyernraent  which  enacted  it?  Whv, 
like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persiaos^  should 
it  be  irrepealable?  If  pestilence  came — if  famine 
or  war  came— were  we  to  be  enchained  to  the 
spot,  by  the  magic  force  of  an  act  not  to  be  al- 
tered ?  The  proposition  was  monstroas ;  he  bad 
no  hesitation  m  pronouncing  that  such  an  idea 
was  totally  destitute  of  foundation,  either  in  Con- 
stitutional law,  common  sense,  or  common  jus- 
tice. Congress,  Mr.  8.  said,  had  settled  this  ques- 

•  tion  by  passing  a  law.  not  only  asserting  the  riffht 
of  temporary  removal  for  sufficient  reasons,  but 
delegating  that  right  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  alluded  to  the  act  of  1794,  by 
which  the  President  is  authorized,  by  proclama- 
tion, to  convene  Con^^ess  at  some  other  place 
than  that  fixed  by  law,  if,  in  his  opinion,  by  reason 
of  a  coDtagious  disease,  or  any  other  cause,  Con- 
gress could  not  meet  at  the  Seat  of  Government 
without  danger  to  the  lives  and  healths  of  the 
members.  If  this  matter  had  been  exposed  to  any 
doubt,  this^law  would  have  settled  it;  it  is  a  legis- 
lative authority  upon  the  very  point;  and  so  far 
are  the  people  of  the  United  States  from  enter- 
taining the  scruples  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
imputed  to  them,  that  there  was  a  very  common 
expectation  in  that  part  of  the  Union  Mr.  S.  was 
conversant  with,  that  after  the  late  inroad  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  destruction  of  the  public  build- 
ings here,  the  President  would  by  proclamation 
have  convened  Congress  at  some  other  place. 
He  might  have  so  done  with  strict  propriety ;  the 
fact  which  was  before  him,  the  catastrophe  which 
had  happened,  would  have  justified  the  conclusion 
that  we  could  not  sit  here  with  safety  to  the  lives 
and  healths  of  the  members;  the  general  terms 

-  of  the  act  alluded  to  seemed  designed  to  meet 
such  a  case  as  had  happened,  and  although  the 
President  did  not  think  proper  to  execute  the  au- 
thority, yet  the  investing  him  with  it  was  decisive 
of  the  right  to  remove  for  sufficient  reasons.  But, 
Mr.  8.  said,  he  would  go  further,  submit  with 
eoofidence  to  the  Committee  that  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  without  the  assent  of  the  President, 
might  by  a  joint  resolution  remove  themselves 
for  this  session,  and  this  would  of  course  produce 
a  removal  of  the  Government,  and  all  its  depart- 
meus.  Mr.  S.  relied  on  the  fifth  section  of  the 
Constitution  to  prove  his  position.  It  is  there 
provided,  *^that  neither  House  shall,  without  the 
oonsent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three 
days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which 
the  two  Houses  shall  be  sitti^."  This  provision 
not  only  prohibits  unseasonable  adjournments 
and  separations,  but  expressly  admits  and  regu- 
lates the  general  power  of  removal ;  and,  (if  a 
grant  of  power  was  in  such  a  case  necessary, 
though  he  thought  it  was  not,)  by  necessary  im- 
plication, it  invests  in  the  two  Houses  a  rignt  by 
joint  vote  to  adjourn  to  any  other  place;  and  yet 
this  is  the  very  power  of  temporary  removal 
which  seems  now  to  be  called  in  question.  Mr. 
S.  said  that  he  felt  that  he  had  troubled  the  Com- 
mittee already  too  Ions  upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject; he  should)  therefore,  leave  the  question  of 


the  right  of  temporary  removal,  under  the  tper- 
suasioa  that  no  member  of  the  Committee  enter- 
tained a  doubt  about  it. 

The  honorable  ^atieman  from' North  Carolina 
had  expressly  denied  the  Constitutional  right  of 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  for  the  permanent  removal 
of  the  Qoveromeot— and  he  had  waraed  the  com- 
mittee, and  particularly  his  political  fr-iendt,  not 
to  break  the  Constitution  of  their  country  nor  to 
disregard  the  sanctity  of  contracts  by  adopting  a 
measure  which  however  disguised  under  the  mask 
of  a  temporary  removal  bad  for  its  real  object  a 
final  change  of  the  Seat  of  Qovernment.  Mr.  S. 
said  that  it  would  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  this 
course  of  reasoning  to  say  that  the  quesUon  of 
final  removal  was  not  now  before  us.  All  that  we 
were  now  prepared  Uxact  on — all  that  we  ebouid 
determine  by  negativipg  the  proposed  ameadmeat 
would  be,  that  it  waa  expedient  to  remove  for  this 
seatton  or  during  the  war  to  a  pieae  of-more  safety 
and  convenience  than  this Distriet^afEordc^din ku 
present  circumstances.  We  migh  t  hereafter  take 
up  and  determine  the  other  great  point— or  we 
might  leave  it  to  our  successors,  who,  coming 
from  the  people  after  this,  discussion,  would  be 
the  better  able  to  express  the  public  sentiment. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  it  best  to  follow  the 
gentleman  over  this  ground.  It  was  due  to  our- 
selves to  examine  the  pretensions  set  up  that,  we 
might  be  freed  from  the  imputations  thro wa out-— 
it  was  due  to  the  citizens  of  the  District  to  dissipate 
the  delusion  under  which  they  appeared  to  be, 
and  which  the  gentleman's  very  able  argument 
would  tend  to  confirm  if  it  remained  unanswered. 
That  argument  might  be  thus  eoneentrated.  A 
permanent  Seat  of  Gtovernmant,  says  the  -gentle- 
man, is  required  by.  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  By  that  instrument  a  power  is  given 
(o  Congress  to  fix  upon  a  permanent  seat.  Con- 
gress have  appointed  the  place  where  this  perma- 
nent seat  shall  be.  The  power  is  executed — the 
seat  is  finally  located,  ana  cannot  be  altered  by 
law.  This  is  the  marrow  of  the  gentleman's  rea- 
soning-*but  unfortunately  it  is  entirely  destitute 
of  foundation  from  first  to  last.  The  gentleman 
sat  out  wrong  and  ended  wrong— his  premises 
have  no  exiBtenee,  aad  consequently  the  conclu- 
sion he  drew  must  be  unsound.  A  permanent 
Seat  of  Government  is  not  required^  by  the  Coo- 
stitution ;  the  Constitution  vests  no  expresspower 
in  Congress  to  appoint  a  permanent  jleat  or  Gov- 
ernment; and  Congress,  by  paming  an  act  fixing 
the  Seat  of  Qovernment  at  this  place,  have  exe- 
cuted no  such  special  authority  as  the  gentleman 
cofttemplates.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  penned  with  great  pre- 
cision ;  the  great  men  whose  work  it  was,  did  apt 
leave  express  grants  of  power  to  be  deduced  frAn 
obscure  sentences  by  a  course  of  subtle  reasoning : 
if  it  had  been  their  intention  to  guard  a  Seat  of 
Qovernment  by  the  ramparts  of  the  Constitution, 
to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  legislative  arm ; 
if  they  had  meant  to  impart  to  it  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  irremoveability,  it  would  have  been  done 
by  the  use  of  clear,  unambiguous  expressions ;  it 
would  not  have  been  left  to  he  extiacSttd  from  the 
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ieetion  od  which  the  gtmleman  relied;  some 
Moh  proTiaioA  es  this  wosid  hftre  been  iatro- 
doeed — Googieee  shall  kmie  power  by  law  to  ap- 
point a  place  for  the  permanent  Scat  of  the  Qor^ 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  not  be 
changed,  nor  shall  the  law  fixing  the  same  be 
liable  to  be  repealed  by  a  future  Congress.    This 
or  some  article  of  similar  import  iprould  haTe  been 
ingrafted  in  the  Constitution,  if  the  Convention 
had  intended  to  do  what  the  gentlemen  says  they 
have  done ;  bat  there  is  no  eueh  provision ;  the 
only  article  having  any  relation  to  the  Seat  of 
Gayernaent,  the  only  Constitutional  provision 
which  the  gentleman  could  press  into  his  service, 
is  that  part  of  the  8th  section  which  ordains  that 
^  Cooffffesa  shall  have  power  to  exercise  exclusive 
^  le^sUtton  in  all  eases  whatsoever  over  such  dis- 
^  triet,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  as  may  by 
'  eeasion  of  partiaular  Slates  and  the  acceptance 
^  of  Congress  become  the  Seat  of  the  Oovemment 
*'  of  the  Qniled  States,  and  to  exereise  Kke  aotfaor- 
*  Uf  over  all  places  purchased  by  the  eooeent  of 
'  the  Ltfgiskiarc  of  the  Slate  in  which  the>same 
'  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines, 
<  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings."    This 
is  iha  section  iipon  arhiek  the  gentleman  relies— 
and  Mr.  S.  said  he  woold  leave  it  to  his  candor 
whetherlt  was  not  perfectly  maaifeat,  on  the  bare 
raadiag  of  it,  that  it  was  net  inteaded  to  impart 
any  priaciple  of  irreaaoveabiiity  to  the  Seat  of 
€bveffiiment,  but  simply  and  singly  to  secure  to 
Cottgress  the  right  of  governing  each  and  every 
place  where  the  Seat  ofQovernment  might  be,and 
where  the  public  money  might  be  expended  in 
works  of  detenoe-Mo  his  mind  it  was  perfectly 
efteai  that  this  was  the  sound  interpretation  of  the 
vectioa.    Mr.  8.  said,  that  the  power  of  exclusive 
legislation  over  the  Seat  of  Oovemment  was  im- 
portant and  necessar^r  to  the  dignity  and  even  to 
the  safety  of  the  National  LegisJaiure.    It  coaid 
be  derived  from  no  other  source  than  that  of  ex- 
press grant  from  the  people ;  it  is  granted  in  clear 
and  precise- terms.    In  addition  to  the  evident 
sense  and  maaniagof  thelangnage  made  ose  of-*- 
tbealher  places  besides  iba  Seat  of  Qovernmeat, 
•ves  which  the  same soeiien  extends  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congtess'  must  aoa vinee  every  one 
open  taaonffietiott,  that  the  object  was  not  to  se- 
•are  the  permanency  of  the  Seat  of  Oevernment 
.atone.|me,hot  aneieiy  the  right  of  goveratng 
the  peeplcL at ^aay!  place;  for  the  same  provision 
in  the  same  le^ms.  is  applied  to  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals^  and  dock  yarcn;  hence  it^would  follow, 
if  the  honorable  genlieman  was  right,  that  a  fort, 
a  magasine,  an  arsenal,  or  a  dock*  yard  once  es- 
lablii^d  could  never  be  removed  to  a  better  site, 
or  be  abandoned  withoal  a  breach  of  the  Consti- 
intion  and  of  the  pablic  fiiiih.    The  article  then 
opon  which  the  i^mleman  relies,  has  no  bearing 
an  the  question ;  it  was  designed  to  perform  aoo- 
tbtr  office;  to  effect  another  purpose,  which  it 
lias  fully  and  effectully  done.    But,  Mr.  S.  admit- 
ted that  Congress  have  unquestionably  the  right 
to  fix  the  Seat  of  Oovemment— it  might  tben  be 
demanded  of  htm  kaw  it  possessed  that  power  if 
not  by  Constitutional  grant.    The  answer,  he 


said,  was  plain,  the  right  was  not  derived  (\pem 
express  grant,  but  was  necessarily  annexed  to  the 
Oovemment  immediately  on  its  creation,  by  force 
of  general  principles  inherent  and  essential  to  the 
legislative  power.    From  these  principles  it  in- 
evitably resulted  that  every  legislative  power  pos- 
sessed a  right  to  locate  itself,  to  prescribe  and  reg- 
ulate its  times  and  places  of  sitting  at  its  will  and 
pleasure,  unless  restrained  by  the  Constitutional 
instrument — hence  it  was  not  necessary  to  confer 
such  powers  by  express  grant.    Therefore  it  is 
that  there  is  no  express  grant,  and  it  will  appear 
upon  examination  that  these  powers  are  never 
referred  to  in  the  Constitution,  but  for  thcpurpooe 
of  limiting  the  general  power.    The  right  then 
is  inherent;  it  must  be  possessed  by  every  legisla- 
tive body ;  not  by  a  graat  of  express  power  Co 
determioe  times  and  place»  of  sitting,  but  by  the 
general  grant  of  legislative  power;  such  a  power 
mast  be  subservient  to  and  be  regulated  by  the 
legislative  will,  to  be  expressed  in  the  ordinary 
way,  by  vote  or  statute.    This  vote  or  statute 
being  nothing  but  the  exercise  of  a  common  le- 
gislative sanction,  was  sabject  to  be  modified, 
altered,  or  rqiealed,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legisla- 
tare.    The  ease,  then,  said  Mr.  S«  stands  thus: 
the  Constitution  does  not  fix  the  Seat  of  Oovem- 
ment.   It  does  not  even  direct  Congress  to  fix  it—- 
it  merely  secures  the  jorfsdiction  of  Congtess 
over  it.    It  leaves  the  Legislature,  in  virtue  of 
inherent  powers,  to  determine  the  place.    It  has 
done  so  by  common  legislative  act  or  statute. 
I  This  act  may  be  repealed  or  altered,  because  it  is 
not  the  act  of  the  people  sitting  in  convention. 
I  but  of  the  Legislature— a  statute  has  appointed 
the  plaee— a  statute  may  change  it.    The  Seat  of 
Gtovernment  has  no  Constitutional  guard  to  keep 
it  stationary ;  it  must  rely  on  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  the  legislative  will.    And,  Mr.  Sv  added, 
that  this  was  the  onlv  true  and  safe  ground  upon 
which  it  could  have  been  left.    The  Convention 
had  acted  wisely  in  leaving  it  where  it  was.    The 
people  never  would  have  consented  to  any  other 
atranffement,  and  those  ooneemed  had  safficient 
security  that  their  rights  would  be  properly  re- 
spected.   Mr.  S.  said  he  woold  submit  it  to  the 
liberality  of  gentlemen  to  sav  whether  a  countrf 
ciroumstaoeed  as  this  was  wtien  the  Constitution 
was  formed,  paying  a  just  regard  to  its  rights  and 
prosperity,  could  have  delegated  to  Congress  such 
a  power  as  is  -centended  for  by  the  noaorable 
member  from  North  Carolina.    A  power  to  fix 
the  Seat  of  Oovemment— for  centuries— forever. 
Who  can  believe  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  have  vested  snch  a  power  in  the 
Congress  of  1789?    Our  country  was  then  just 
emerging  from  the  dangers  and  difficnlties  attend- 
ing the  war  of  the  Revolution— our  resources 
were  not  ascertained — our  strength  had  scarcely 
began  to  develope  itself.    The  imbecility  of  the 
old  Confederation  had  reduced  us  to  a  state  of 
almost  convulsive  despair.    A  great  crisis  had 
arrived— it  produced  the  Constitution.     What 
candid  man  can  believe  that  such  a  power,  at 
such  a  time,  would  have  been  vested  in  any  Con- 
gress?    A  power  to  fixa  permanent  Seat  of  Qov- 
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ermnent,  without  regard  to  the  alterations,  im- 
proremeots,  revolutions,  and  changes  which  would 
naturally  be  produced  by  a  good  Government,  an 
increasing  population,  and  the  settlement  of  the 
vast  regions  of  the  Western  country.  To  estab* 
lish  a  Seat  of  Government  independent  of  the 
National  Legislature,  where  by  force  of  law  it 
must  remain,  in  spite  of  the  most  weighty  reasons 
of  public  interest  and  convenience.  No,  sir,  said 
Mr.  S.,  the  enlightened  people  of  the  United  States 
would  have  conferred  no  such  powers  on  a  single 
Congress — if  such  a  provision  had  been  presented 
to  them  they  would  have  rejected  it.  They  left 
this  important  concern  where  it  mijg^ht  safely  be 
deposited,  not  in  the  Congress — but  in  every  Con- 

fress.  The  citizens  interested  in  a  particular  spot 
ad  all  reasonable  security  that  their  rights  would 
be  properly  respected.  It  could  never  be  presumed 
that  the  Legislature  would  remove  without  solid 
reasons.  The  loss  of  dignity— the  trouble  and 
expense  incurred  by  a  Government  often  **on 
wheels" — the  money  expended  in  public  buildings 
and  improvements — the  influence  of  those  resid- 
ing at  the  Seat  of  Government,  were  all  so  many 
securities  against  hasty  or  injurious  removals. 
Nor  could  he  believe  that  a  bill  would  ever  pass 
all  the  branches  of  the  Legislature  to  sanction  a 
change  unless  it  was  bottomed  on  strong  and  pal- 
pable reasons.  Mr.  S.  said  that  the  train  of  argu- 
ment which  he  had  pursued  furnished  a  conclu- 
sive answer  to  all  the  cases  put  by  the  ffentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  particularlv  to  tne  case  of 
the  repeal  of  the  statute  establisning  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  United  States.  The  rights  of  the 
judges  were  Constitutional,  they  were  founded  on 
the  express  grants  of  that  instrument,  which  or- 
dained that  they  should  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behaviour,  and  that  their  salaries  should  not 
be  diminished ;  the  objection  to  the  repealing  act 
was,  that  it  was  a  mean  of  depriving  them  at  once 
of  both  office  and  salary,  which  could  not  be  le- 
gally done  either  openly  or  covertly.  In  the  case 
before  us  he  had  shown  that  there  was  no  such 
Constitutional  grant,  and  therefore  there  could 
exist  no  Constitutional  obstacle. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  the  lionorable  genileman  from 
North  Carolina  had  relied  much  upon  the  word 
permanent,  which  he  had  found  in  the  acts  of 
Congress  and  of  cession,  and  had  from  it  coo- 
tended,  that  it  was  the  manifest  sense  of  Congress 
and  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  that 
the  District  being  ceded  and  accepted,  mu»t  al- 
ways remain  the  Seat  of  Government.  He  ob- 
served that  not  much  reliance  was  to  be  placed 
upon  an  argument  derived  from  a  syllable  or  a 
word  in  a  statute,  unless  its  meaning  harmonized 
with  the  context  and  the  manifest  intent  of  the 
makers ;  that  the  word  permanent  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Constitution.  That  instrument  only 
spoke  of  the  Seat  of  Government,  and  therefore 
ii  it  had  been  introduced  into  the  laws  with  de- 
sign to  alter,  enlarge,  or  restrain  the  Constitu- 
tional provision,  it  would  be  inoperative  and  use- 
less. A  statute  could  not  run  counter  to  theCon^ 
stitation — it  could  neither  restrain  nor  enlarge  its 
provisions ;  if  the  expression  was  introduced  with 


any  such  intent  it  was  vain  and  nugatory.  But 
Mr.  S.  was  satisfied  that  this  was  not  the  case; 
and  that  the  word  permanent  was  introduced  for 
another  and  very  difi*erent  purpose.  It  would  be 
recollected  by  every  member  that  the  same  act 
which  fixed  the  Seat  of  Government  here  after 
the  lapse  of  ten  years,  established  it  at  Philadel- 
phia during  thft  period;  hence  Philadelphia  was 
the  temporary,  this  the  permanent  Seat  of  the 
Government.  The  word  permianent  was  evi- 
dently made  use  of  to  distinguish  the  proposed 
residence  here  from  the  temporary  abode  in  Phil- 
adelphia. Indeed,  the  word  itself  when  applied 
to  statutory  provisions  meant  nothing  more  than 
that  there  was  no  limitation  of  time  annexed. 
As  to  the  acts  of  cession,  in  his  opinion  they  had 
no  bearing  on  the  question.  The  cession  is  re- 
quired by  the  Constitution,  and  could  onlv  be 
made  or  received  for  the  purposes  contemplated 
by  the  Constitution.  These  were  to  enable  Con- 
gress to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  District  as 
looff  as  it  remained  the  Seat  of  Gk)vernment ;  and 
if  they  went  further  (which  was  not  the  case) 
they  were  so  far  void  and  nugatory.  They  could 
impart  no  principle  of  irremoveability  not  found 
in  the  Constitution  itself.  Nor  did  the  makers  of 
these  statutes  intend  that  they  should.  The  op- 
eration of  the  acts  of  cession  was  merely  to  sur- 
render the  jurisdiction  to  Congress  while  the 
Seat  of  Government  remained.  The  removal  of 
Congress  would  not  injure  thepolitical  rights  or 
liberties  of  the  inhabitants.  While  the  law  re- 
mained unrepealed,  they  would  be  governed  by 
Congress;  a  final  removal  would  put  an  end  to 
the  whole  fabric,  and  they  would  revert  to  their 
ancient  allegiance,  which  the  two  States  would 
not  fail  to  claim.  For  these  reasons  Mr.  S. 
thought  that  there  existed  no  Constitutional  im- 
pediment to  a  removal,  much  less  was  there  any 
breach  of  contract  or  public  faith  in  leaving  the 
place,  if  the  public  interest  required  it.  Congress 
possessed  no  power  to  contract,  and  never  had 
contracted,  that  the  Seat  of  Government  should 
remain  here.  It  is  true,  said  he,  that  they  fixed 
it  here  with  a  bona  fide  intent  that  it  should  re- 
main here,  believing  then,  that  under  existing 
circumstances,  it  was  the  most  fit  and  convenient 
place;  but  Congjress  did  never  attempt  to,  nor 
could  they,  deprive  their  successors  of  the  inhe- 
rent right  of  removal  when  the  public  good 
should  require  it.  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  hoped  he 
had  established  the  right  of  Congress  to  remove 
the  Seat  of  Government,  either  for  a  season  or 
finally.  For  one  he  would  never  give  up  his 
right,  nor  hear  it  denied  without  entering  his 
protest  against  it;  but  although  he  claimed  the 
right  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  the  subject,  fet 
he  acknowledged  that  it  was  a  subject  of  great 
importance  as  it  regarded  the  public  and  the  citi- 
zens concerned.  It  behooved  Congress,  for  its 
own  dignity,  not  to  be  capricious  as  to  the  place 
of  iu  location,  and  to  take  care  not  wantonly  to 
sport  with  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  inhab- 
itants. He  would  never  consent  to  exercise  the 
right  on  light  or  trivial  grounds.  When  he  did 
exereiw  it,  he  would  endtavor  to  do  it  with  u 
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taered  reffard  to  the  principles  of  justice,  so  that 
no  man  should  be  the  loser  b^  it.  He  would 
make  compensation  where  compensation  was 
due.  As  to  the  subject  of  compensation,  Mr.  S. 
said  that  he  thought  it  not  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee j  yet  he  would  say  that  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  made  to  many  of  the  citizens  in  case 
of  a  fiaal  removal,  but  not  to  all.  He  would  go 
on  the  principle  of  preTeoting  actual  loss,  not 
that  of  securing  gain.  The  great  laodholder  who 
had  eonyerted  barren  land  into  city  lots,  aad 
made  a  fortune  out  of  his  sales,  was  not  to  be 
compeneated  because  he  was  prevented  from 
makmc^  more.  The  speculator,  too,  must  abide 
by  his  loss.  The  Qovemment  minion  was  not 
to  be  paid  for  being  torn  from  his  hold ;  it  was  a 
more  bumble  and  more  meritorious  class  of  citi- 
zens to  whom  he  would  eitend  compensation; 
to  the  men  of  moderate  means;  to  the  poor  of 
the  District,  (if  he  might  call  them  so  without 
offence,)  worthy  men,  who  had  laid  out  their  all 
in  procuriuj;  establishments  which  would  be 
worth  little  if  a  removal  took  place.  These  men 
be  Would  compensate,  and  he  would  do  it  on  a 
latge  &nd  liberal  scale.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would 
trouble  the  Committee  no  longer  on  this  point. 
He  trusted  that  he  bad  made  ^kxI  his  promise ; 
that  he  had  established  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  remove,  to  the  entire  conviction  of  the 
Committee.  He  should  not  revert  to  it  again, 
but  leave  what  he  had  said  to  take  care  of  itself. 
But  the  propriety  of  exercising  the  right  of  re- 
moval still  remained  to  be  considered.  Is  it  now 
expedient  to  remove  the  Seat  of  (Govern raent  for 
a  season  to  some  other  place  ?  In  this  question, 
Mr.  S.  said  every  citizen  of  the  United  States 
had  an  interest*  It  was  a  great  public  question, 
and  ought  to  be  decided  on  principles  exclusively 
public,  on  a  cool  and  dispassionate  consideration 
of  the  public  good.  If  the  public  good,  if  the 
interests  of  this  great  and  growing  nation  require 
a  removal  under  existing  circumstances,  we  ought 
to  go,  although  the  people  of  this  District  might 
be  injured*  if  the  public  good  forbids  it,  we 
ought  to  remain  here,  without  any  regard  to  |)er- 
sonal  inconvenience.  He  had  made  up  his  mind 
with  reluctance ;  but,  upon  a  view  of  the  whole 
subject,  he  thought  a  temporary  removal  at  least 
was  essential  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
nation«  tie  had  come  to  this  conclusion  on  the 
grounds  that  we  could  not  he  accommodated  here 
ID  aoeh  a  manner  as  was  essential  to  the  public 
service^  and  that  the  Qovemment  would  not  be 
in  safety  here  daring  the  war,  without  incurring 
an  enormous  expease,  which  the  Treasury  was 
unable  to  pay,  and  to  which  it  ought  not  to  be 
exposed.  As  to  accommodations,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
did  not  mourn  over  our  losses  on  account  of  ^soft 
seats,"  or  "splendid  furniture" — no  chair  was  too 
hard,  no  furniture  too  plain  for  him — ^but  are  the 
accommodations  reasonable?  Such  as  would 
secure  the  health  of  the  members,  and  enable 
them  to  do  the  public  business  with  propriety  and 
to  advantage?  He  thought  that  they  were  not. 
In  regard  to  ourselvai,  said  Mr.  S..  here  we  are 
in  the  Patent  Office ;  in  a  room  not  large  enough 
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to  furnish  a  seat  for  each  member,  when  all  are 
present,  although  every  spot,  up  to  the  fire-places 
and  windows,  is  occupied.  When  Winter  comes 
and  fires  must  be  lighted,  or  if  we  should  have  a 
Summer  session,  (which  appears  inevitable,  if  the 
war  continues,)  he  did  not  believe  that  the  health 
pf  the  members  could  be  preserved  in  that  room. 
Some  better  place  of  sitting  must  be  provided. 
Here,  then,  was  no  other  resource  but  in  repair- 
ing the  public  buildings — were  gentlemen  pre- 
pared for  this?  Would  they  follow  up  a  vote  to 
remain  here  with  large  appropriations  for  this 
purpose,  exposed  as  we  should  be  during  this 
wretched  war  to  other  attacks?  He  believed  not; 
no  gentleman  was  prepared  to  do  this  now ;  every 
cent  which  we  could  raise  woold  be  necessary 
for  more  important  concerns;  concerns  of  vital 
importance,  of  indispensable  necessity,  to  prop 
the  drooping  credit  of  the  nation ;  to  paiv  the  sol- 
dier and  sailor  who  are  fighting  our  battles.  Are 
we  then  to  remain  here  in  our  present  condition 
until  that  peace  which  we  have  wantonly  thrown 
away  s>hali  return?  Are  we  thus  to  Expose  our- 
selves because  the  good  people  of  this  District  do 
not  choose  to  part  with  us?  He  hoped  not.  If 
we  removed  to  Philadelphia,  we  were  ofiered 
accommodations  without  incurring  any  expense, 
and  might  remain  there  until  this  place,  or  any 
other,  which  the  wisdom  of  Congress  might  se- 
lect, was  prepared  for  our  reception. 

Mr.  S.  8aid  that  he  would  dwell  no  loneer 
upon  this  point ;  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge 
that  it  was  the  other  consideration  he  had  al- 
luded to  which  most  influenced  him;  it  was  the 
enormous  expense  which  would  be  incurred  in 
defending  the  GK>vernment  at  this  place.  He 
was  very  doubtful  whether  we  could  be  defended 
at  all  by  the  description  of  force  we  could  com- 
mand*—a  militia  force,  to  be  collected  principally 
from  the  neighboring  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia.  He  had  little  reliance  on  the  efficacy 
of  snch  a  defence ;  it  had  once  been  tried,  and 
failed,  so  completely  and  radically  as  to  involve 
the  nation  in  disgrace.  The  force,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, was  of  as  good  a  character  as  any  that 
could  be  procured  now,  and,  being  under  the  same 
direction,  he  could  see  no  siecnrity  against  the 
repetition  of  the  same  disgraceful  scene.  This 
District,  he  said,  was  most  assailable ;  it  might 
be  approached  by  water  at  different  points  within 
a  few  hours'  march.  A  sniiall  addition  of  force, 
a  small  variation  of  plan,  would  enable  an  enter- 
prising and  disciplined  foe  to  repeat  his  triumph. 
The  presence  of  Congress  here  woold  be  the  only 
inducement  for  the  enemy  again  to  attack  the 
place,  and  he  thought  it  a  very  strong  induce- 
ment. It  was  evident  that  the  war  on  the  coast 
was,  on  the  part  of  the  enem^,  merely  predatory, 
intended  not  so  much  to  attain  objects  important 
in  a  military  point  of  view  as  to  harass  the 
Government,  and  exnose  it  to  much  trouble,  and 
expense,  and  mortincation.  The  dispersion  or 
capture  of  the  members  of  Congress,  now  assem- 
bled, would  gratify  the  pride  and  resentment  of 
the  English  nation  more  than  any  other  opera- 
tion their  army  on  the  coast  could  perform,    H« 
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thought  that  there  was  a  great  [probahilitjr  that 
the  enemy  would  make  the  attempt ;  they  were 
yet  in  the  neighborhood,  evidently  waiting  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements.    To  his  mind,  there 
could  be  presented  no  more  unfit  or  disgraceful  a 
situation  to  which  the  enemy,  could  expose  us, 
than  io  oblige  the  National  Legislature,  whose 
deliberations  should  be  removed  from  the  din  of 
arms,  to  be  witnesses  of  a  battle  fought  in  their 
neighborhood,  upon  which  their  safety  depended. 
If  unsuccessful,  (and  we  had  no  great  reason 
to  expect  success,;  the  members  might  be  made 
prisoners,  or  owe  their  safety  to  flight;  their  pa- 
pers lost,  themselves  held  up  as  objects  of  scorn 
to  the  foe,  and  of  contempt  to  their  own  people. 
But  if  he  should  admit  that  the  Government 
could  be  defended  here,  yet  the  expense  would  be 
enormous.    Some  days  agOj  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Military  Committee  had  informed  us 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  War  Department 
to  keep  up  a  disposable  force  of  twenty-one  thou- 
sand militia  for  the  defence  of  the  District;  and, 
since,  it  had  been  intimated  from  the  same  quar- 
ter that  it  was  to  be  increased  to  thirty  thousand. 
Including  pay  of  officers,  waste,  the  wear  and 
-  tear  of  such  an  expensive  description  of  troops, 
the  expense  of  each  man  would  not  be  less  than 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day.  Twenty  thou- 
sand men  would  cost  thirty  thousand  dollars  a 
day,  or  ten  millions  nine  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.  Thirty  thousand  men  would 
require  forty-five  thousand  dollars  a  da^,  or  six- 
teen millions  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.    He  considered  this  calcula- 
tion as  moderate,  and  he  asked  if  such  an  expense 
could  be  endured  ;  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  be 
endured ;  no,  not  for  a  month,  a  week,  or  a  day. 
The  country  could  not  sustain  it;   the  people 
would  never  submit  to  it;  they  could  not,  and 
would  not,  defend  this  District  at  such  a  cost.   It 
bad  been  asserted  that  the  same  force  would  be 
required,  and  the  same  expense  incurred,  if  the 
Government  removed;  for  that  this  place  and 
Baltimore  must  be  defended.    Mr.  S.  observed, 
that  the  destruction  of  the  public  buildings,  of  the 
navy  yard,  and  the  public  property  here,  had 
taken  away  every  inducement  to  attack  the  place, 
except  dispersing  the  Gk)vernment.    It  seemed 
therefore  to  follow,  that,  if  the  Government  re- 
moved, little  or  no  force  need  be  kept  on  foot 
here.    And,  with  respect  to  Baltimore,  no  one 
could  believe  that  the  United  States  meant  to 
provide  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  men  and  keep 
them  in  service  to  defend  that  city.    The  Balti- 
more troops  were  numerous  and  respectable,  and 
would  require  little  aid,  except  when  particularly 
threatened,  and  the  necessary  aid  would  soon 
l>e  received  from  the  adjoiningcountryand  States; 
that  is  to  say,  as  many  militia  as  would  answer 
any  valuable  purpose.    He  had  no  opinion  of 
keeping  large  bodies  of  militia  in  camp,  they  be- 
come homesick,  and  on  a  retreat  would  never 
stop  until  they  ^ot  home.    It  was  true  that  the 
people  of  the  District  were  entitled  to  protection ; 
Dut  they  must  be  contented  with  the  same  kind 
of  defence  as  was  afforded  to  their  fellow-citi- 


zens elsewhere.    But  he  would  ask,  what  other 
spot  of  the  same  dimensions  and  population  had 
such  a  defence  as  was  calculated  upon  here? 
He  was  satisfied,  for  himself,  that  this  great  foree, 
this  heavy  expense,  would  not  be  required  if  the 
Government  should   remove.     It  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  be  saved  to  the  Treasury  and  the 
people.     The  times,  he  said,  called  for  rigid 
economy  in  every  department.  The  people  would 
soon  be  taxed  for  almost  everything  wnich  they 
wore  or  ate ;  almost  for  the  air  they  breathe.    It 
could  not  be  expected  that  they  would,  under 
present  circumstances,  be  willing   to  see  their 
money  thus  squandered  only  to  gratify  the  false 
pride  of  making  laws  among  mine.  For  his  part, 
be  thought  it  unjust,  and  would  never  assent  to 
it.  Mr.  S.  said  that,  before  he  sat  down,  he  would 
declare  that  he  had  no  covert  intention ;  that  he 
meant  to  go  no  further  than  he  had  expressed. 
He  had  formed  and  would  deliver  no  opinion  as 
to  the  permanent  removal ;  that  was  a  great  na- 
tional question ;  it  might  be  safely  confided  to  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  a  future  Congress.    The 
people  of  this  District,  he  thought,  had  great 
claims  and  great  advantages;  the  indacemenuto 
return  here  would  be  strong ;  nothing  but  a  con- 
viction that,  u|>on  great  principles,  the  good  of 
the  nation  required  a  removal,  could  prevent  the 
return  of  the  Government.    There  exists  a  stat- 
ute, having  no  limitation,  fixing  the  Scatof  Gor- 
ernment  here:  this  must  be  repealed,  or  the  Grov- 
eroment  must  return.    There  is  in  th  e  District  a 
real  estate  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  con- 
siderable value.     The  inhabitants  iiare  maov' 
claims  upon  the  justice  of  the  Government  whicn 
will   not  be  overlooked.     They  have  also  the 
zealous  support  of  a  great  interest  from  the  South- 
ern States.    The  probability  is,  that  a  majority 
will  neyer  agree  upon  any  other   place.     He 
therefore  thought  that  they  had  magnified  the 
danger  they  were  in.    If  the  removal  was  tem- 
porary the  evil  would  be  temporary,  and  must 
be  set  down  to  the  account  of  thU  war.    If  it 
was  final,  compensation  would  be  made  in  all 
eases  in  which  it  was  due.    On  the  whole,  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Grobvbnor  and  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York, 
spoke  in  favor  of  removal,  and  Mr.  Macon,  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  and 
Mr.  Rhba,  of  Tennessee,  against  it. 

Mr.  Pbarson,  of  North  Carolina,  had  yesterday 
made  a  motion  to  iimend  the  above  resolve  by 
striking  out  the  word  '^  expedient"  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  word  "  inexpedient." 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative  by  the  following  vote:  For  the 
amendment  67,  and  against  it  70. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

Thorsoat,  October  6. 
Another  member,  to  wit:    from  New  York, 

IZbbulon  R.  Shipbbbo,  appeared,  and  took  hit 
seat. 
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EEMOVAL  OF  THE  $BAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

The  HotiM  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolation  declaring  it  expedient  at  this  time  to 
remove  from  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Pearson  addressed  the  House  as  follows— 

Mr.  Spwiker :  I  very  much  fear  the  House  will 
be  ill  requited  for  their  indulgence  in  acceding 
to  an  adjournment  yesterday  at  my  instance. 
This  apprehension  is  heightened  by  the  circum- 
stance, that  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  enter  the 
lists  with  an  adversary  so  powerful,  so  justly  dis- 
tinguished, as  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton.)  The  odds  are,  indeed. 
awful.  My  reliance  is  in  the  justice  of  my  cause! 
and  the  candid  and  liberal  judgments  of  those 
who  hear  me.  I  must,  however,  be  permitted  to 
say.  that  the  argument  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey,  (whom  I  have  so  often 
heard  with  conviction  and  delight  when  engaged 
in  a  better  cause,)  has  tended  to  confirm  rather 
than  disturb  the  opinions  I  entertain  on  the  ques- 
tion submitted  for  our  decision. 

The  insulated  proposition  before  os  is.  whether 
it  be  expedient  or  inexpedient  for  Congress  to 
remove  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government  from 
its  fyresent  abode  to  some  other  place  for  a  limited 
time.  The  specious  garb  which  envelopes  this 
proposition  hides  from  the  superficial  eye  much 
of  its  real  deformity.  It  is  our  right  and  our  duty 
to  strip  it  and  analyze  it  with  that  accuracy  due 
to  its  importance — with  that  care  which  is  de- 
manded by  a  sacred  regard  for  the  national  faith, 
the  national  interest,  and  above  all  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  union  of  these  States. 

Perhaps  few  articles  in  our  Constitution  have 
marked  more  fully  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of 
those  illustrious  men  who  framed  that  charter  of 
liberty,  than  the  provision  in  the  8ih  section  of 
the  Ist  article,  which  says,  '^Congress  shall  exer- 
'  cjse  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatso- 

*  erer,  over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles 
<  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  States 

*  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  Seat 

*  of  the  Gk>vernment  of  the  United  States,"  dtc. 

The  poltcv  of  this  power  in  Congress  is  as 
manifest  as  the  freedom  and  independence  of  its 
sessions,  its  members  and  deliberations  are  essen- 
tial. That  this  sentiment  may  not  rest  on  my 
authority  alone,  I  heg  leave  to  enforce  it  by  an 
authority  which  willnot  be  disregarded  by  gen- 
tlemen on  this  side  of  the  House,  with  whom  in 
general  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  think  and  to 
act,  but  manv  of  whom  I  regret  to  find  on  this 
occasion  embodied  against  me.  The  authority 
alluded  to,  is  that  excellent  exposition  of  the  Con- 
stitution entitled  TT^e  Federalist,  This  authority 
will  not  be  objected  to  by  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  when  they  are  informed  that  the  extract 
I  am  about  to  read  is  the  production  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate. 

In  considering  the  section  of  the  Constitution 
to  which  I  have  referred,  this  author  says :  '*  The 
'  indispensable  necessity  of  complete  authority  at 
'  the  Seat  of  Gh>vernment,  carries  its  own  evidence 
'  with  it.  It  is  a  power  exercised  by  every  Legis- 
^  lature  in  the  Union,  I  might  say  of  the  world, 


*  by  virtue  of  its  general  supremacy.    Without  it, 

*  not  only  the  public  authority  might  be  insulted, 
^  and  its  proceedings  be  interrupted  with  impu- 
'  nity,  but  a  dependence  of  the  members  of  the 

*  General  Government  on  the  State  comprehend^ 

*  ing  the  Seat  of  the  Government  for  protection 

*  in  the  exercise  of  its  duty,  might  bring  on  the 
^  National  Councils  an  imputation  of  awe  or  in- 
'  fiuence,  equally  dishonorable  to  the  Government 
'  and  dissatisfactory  to  the  other  members  of  the 

*  Confederacy." 

For  those  reasons,  and  many  other  considera- 
tions which  will  suggest  themselves  to  every  re- 
fleeting  man.  Congress  were  vested  with  the 
power,  and  it  became  their  duty,  to  establish  the 
Seat  of  the  General  Government  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  This  power  has 
been  exercised,  this  duty  has  been  performed. 
The  subject  demanded  and  received  the  attention 
due  to  its  importance  by  the  first  Congress  which 
assembled  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution* 
Many  of  the  members  of  U)c  first  Congress  had 
also  been  members  of  the  Convention,  and  may 
well  be  presumed  to  have  best  understood  the 
powers  given  and  duties  enjoined  by  that  sacred 
instrument  which  they  had  contributed  to  form. 
It  would  be  little  less  than  impious  to  accuse 
them  of  violating  their  own  act ;  it  would  be  the 
extreme  of  presumption  to  charge  them  with 
ignorance  as  to  the  limitation  of  powers  which 
tbev  themselves  had  prescribed. 

By  reference  to  the  Congressional  Register  of 
1789,  it  will  be  fobnd  that  the  first  Congress  had 
scarcely  assembled  before  their  attention  was 
peculiarly  directed  to  the  important  subject  of 
locating  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  Consti- 
tution* Those  friends  of  union  well  knew  the 
necessity  of  this  power,  and  its  inevitable  tendency 
to  bind  faster  and  faster  the  members  of  this  po- 
litical association,  some  of  whom  were  but  feeoly 
knit  together,  and  the  cement  of  the  whole  yet 
soft  and  infirm.  Every  effort  was  therefore  essen- 
tial to  give  a  heart  to  this  body,  from  which  its 
several  members  would  derive  support,  strength, 
and  confidence.  This  great  object  was  to  be 
effected  by  embracing  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
establish  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment on  principles  of  justice  and  equality; 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  extent,  population, 
and  convenience  of  all  the  States ;  regarding,  at 
the  same  time,  the  progressive  increase  of  our 
Western  settlements,  the  Atlantic  navigation,  and 
a  convenient  intercourse  with  the  Western  coun- 
try. Upon  these  principles,  it  was  resolved  by 
the  first  Congress  to  &x  the  permanent  residence 
of  the  Government. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  House  that,  in  the 
course  of  my  remarks  the  other  day,  I  referred  to 
the  speeches  or  almost  every  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  first  Congress  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  not  one  individual 
member  questioned  the  Constitutional  right  of 
Congress  to  establish  permanently  the  Seat  of  the 
Gkjvernment.  On  the  contrary,  every  member 
knew  and  admiued  they  were  then  legislating  on 
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a  question  not  so  importaat  to  themselres  at  that 
moment,  bat  which  was  deemed  vitally  important 
to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  as  it  would  be 
binding  for  ages  yet  to  come.  With  this  under- 
atanding,  and  for  this  object,  we  find  the  word 
fermanent  emphatically  used  in  everv  resolution, 
in  every  act,  in  every  speech,  syllable,  or  letter 
on  this  subject.  It  is  true^  in  the  discussion  on 
this  subject,  local  jealousies,  local  feelings  and 
influence  were  not  totally  discarded.  They  were 
manifested  as  to  the  place  which  should  become 
the  centre  of  the  Union,  but  entered  not  into  the 
question  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  act  about  to  be 
performed.  The  essence  of  the  act  was  its  per- 
petuity, its  binding  force  on  future  legislatures,  to 
put  forever  at  rest  a  question,  the  affitation  of 
which  might  in  after  times  awaken  and  give  new 
vigor  to  passions  and  jealousies,  which  the  adop* 
tion  of  the  Constitution  had  hushed,  and  which  it 
was  the  first  duty  of  wise  legislators  to  keep  in 
profound  sleep;  because,  if  again  aroused,  they 
might  shake  the  Union  to  its  centre. 

The  principles  on  which  the  permanent  Seat 
of  the  General  Government  should  be  established 
being  recognised  and  admitted  by  all,  the  eontest 
solely  rested  between  the  rival  pretensions  of  the 
banks  of  the  Susquehanna  and  thove  of  the  Poto- 
mac. The  superior  claims  of  the  Potomac  ulti- 
mately prevailed,  and  Congress  did,  on  the  15th 
of  July,  1790,  and  by  an  amendatory  act  of  March 
3d,  1791,  designate  and  accept  thepresent District 
of  Columbia  for  '*  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Stated."  By  the  same 
and  subsequent  acts,  the  President  was  authorissed 
to  enter  into  engajgements  for  the  acceptance  of 
such  quantity  of  utnd  on  the  east  side  of  the  Po- 
tomac, within  the  said  District,  as  he  might  deem 
proper  for  the  use  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
authorized  to  «rect  public  buildings,  and,  through 
the  agency  of  commissioners,  to  lay  off  and  desig- 
nate the  plan  of  this  city,  which  bears  its  name. 
For  this  purpose,  he  was  vested  with  power  to 
enter  into  contracts,  and  stipulations  with  the  pro- 
prietors of  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  city  for 
an  absolute  transier  of  their  lands  in  fee  simple, 
for  the  objects  contemplated,  and  in  consideration 
of  the  act  of  Congress  establishing  the  permanent 
Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
By  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  President, 
and  in  considerauon  of  the  objects  specified  in 
the  several  acts  of  Congress  alluded  to,  the  pro- 
prietors did  cede  to  the  United  States  at  least 
three-fourths  of  all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of 
this  city,  and  for  which  no  compensation  was  re^ 
ceived,  except  for  a  few  acres  on  which  public 
buildincs  were  erected,  and  some  squares  exclu- 
sively designed  for  public  purposes.  In  further- 
ance of  these  objects,  a  great  variety  of  other 
powers  were  granted  to  the  President,  the  execu- 
tion of  which  necessarily  involved  the  interests 
of  numerous  individuals,  and  for  the  successful 
completion  of  which  public  faith  could  and  did 
alone  constitute  the  guarantee.  Under  these 
powers,  and  for  the  objects  contemplated,  large 
donations  were  received,  lots  were  sold,  loans 
were  obtained,  and  pledgee  given,  for  their  re- 


payment, of  the  very  property  which  had  beea 
surrendered  by  individuals  to  the  United  States. 

The  donations  from  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  together  with  the  sale  of  loto, 
which  cost  the  G(overnment  nothing,  amount  to 
more  than  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
public  ground  remaining  unsold,  is  estimated  at 
nearly  one  million  of  doQars.  It  may  be  worthy 
of  remark,  that  soon  after  the  establishment  of 
this  District  as  the  permanent  seat  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, foreigners  were  authorized  to  purchase 
and  hold  lands  within  iu  limits.  The  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  General  Washington, 
availed  himself  of  this  circumstance,  not  only 
to  raise  funds,  but  also  to  interest  respectable  for- 
eigners and  skilful  artisans  of  all  countries  ia 
aid  of  this  new  but  extensive  establishment. 
With  this  view  agents  were  sent  to  Europe  with 
official  certified  copies  of  all  the  laws  and  pro* 
ceedings  in  relation  to  this  subject,  on  the  W9r 
thority  of  which  artists  were  induced  to  come 
from  various  parts  of  Europe  and  settle  here. 
Large  sales  or  city  lots  were  made  in  different 
countries  of  Europe,  particularly  Holland  and 
England,  which  property  to  the  amount  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  is  still  held  by  those 
purchasers  or  those  claiming  under  them* 

Two  other  material  parties  to  the  compact  for 
fixing  the  permanent  Sleat  of  the  Government 
yet  remain  to  be  heard.  These  are  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland.  We  need  barely  refer 
to  the  laws  of  those  States  to  learn  the  motivea 
and  considerations  which  induced  them  to  sur- 
render their  jurisdiction  not  only  of  soil  but  per- 
sons, to  the  extent  of  ten  miles  square  in  the 
most  important  section  of  their  States.  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment  to 
a  few  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Maryland, 
passed  19th  December,  1791,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  Territory  of  Columbia  and  City 
of  Washington."  The  preamble  comnencee  in 
these  emphatic  terms:  ^'Whereas  the  President 
'  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  several  aets 
'  of  Congress,  and  acts  ot  the  Assemblies  of  Vir- 
'  ginia  and  Maryland,  by  his  proclamation,  dated 
'  at  Georgetown,  on  the  30th  day  of  March,  1791, 

*  did  declare  and  make  known,  that  the  whole  of 
'  the  territory  of  ten  miles  square,  for  the  per- 
'  manent  Seat  of  Government  of  the  United 
'  States,  shall  be  located,"  4c.  <<And,  whereaa 
'  Notley  Young,  Daniel  Carroll  of  Duddington, 
^  and  many  others,  proprietors  of  the  greater  part 

*  of  the  land  hereinafter  memioned,  have  been 

*  laid  out  in  a  city,  came  into  an  agreement,  and 
'  have  conveyed  their  lands  in  trust  to  Thomas 
<  Beall,  son  of  George,  and  John  Maokall  Gkintt, 
'  whereby  they  have  subjected  their  lands  to  be 
\  laid  out  as  a  city,  given  up  part  to  the  United 

*  Stales,  and  subjected  other  parts  to  be  sold  to 
'  raise  money  as  a  donation  to  be  emploved  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  act  of  Congress  for  establishing 
'  the  temporarv  and  permanent  Seat  of  the  Gov- 
^  ernment  of  the  United  States,  under  and  upon 
'  the  terms  and  conditions  contained  in  each  of 
'  said  deeds,"  4c. 

By  the  second  section  of  said  law,  it  is  enacted. 
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«  That  all  that  fOLrt  of  tbe  said  Territory  called 

*  Columbia,  which  lies  within  tbe  limits  of  this 
'  State,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  acknowl<» 
'edged  to  be, forever  ceded  and  relioqaished  to 

*  the  Congress  and  Goyemment  of  the  United 
'  States,  in  foil  and  absolute  right  and  exclusive 
'  jurisdiction,  as  well  of  soil  as  of  persons  resi- 
'  ding  or  to  reside  thereon,  pursuant  to  the  tenor 
^  and  effect  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  arti- 

*  cleof  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
dbc.  This  law  then  proceeds  to  subject  other 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  citv  to  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  those  which  bad  been 
transferred  as  before  recited,  and  concludes  by 
making  a  donation  of  $72,000,  to  be  applied  to 
the  erection  of  public  buildings  or  other  improve- 
ments  in  the  City  of  Washington  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States.  As  this  subject  was  until 
Tery  lately  little  understood  by  myself,  and  pos- 
sibly less  so  by  many  members  or  the  House,  I 
Jiave  deemed  it  necessary  to  a  correct  decision, 
and  a  proper  application  of  facts  to  principles,  to 

S're  a  general  history  of  the  establishment  of  the 
»at  of  Ooyernment  at  this  place,  that  we  and 
the  nation  should  know  and  reflect  on  the  nu« 
merous  obligations  by  which  the  Seat  of  Gor- 
emniettt  is  bound  to  its  present  spot — obligations 
I'eethig  not  on  fluctuating  ttotions  of  policy,  but 
flowing  from  the  Constitution,  sanctioned  oy  re- 
peated laws,  riretted  by  compacts  with  States 
and  individuals,  and  rendered  sacred  by  the 
pliffhted  fkith  of  the  nation. 

t  win  now  endeavor,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  pursue 
more  directly  the  argaments  of  the  gentleman 
ffom  New  Jersey  through  all  their  divisions  and 
atibdi visions,  and  also  notice  some  remarks  which 
have  fallen  from  the  gentlemen  from  New  York, 
(Messrs.  GaoavBivoB  and  Fisk.)  The  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  contends:  1st.  ThatCon- 
grees  have  the  right  to  remove  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment for  a  limited  tfme^on  good  and  sufficient 
masons.  This  is  a  positiotr  so  broad  and  indefi- 
nite as  not  to  admit  of  a  distinct  reply.  That 
circumstances  and  exigencies  may  happen  which 
irould  render  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  not 
only  proper  but  necessary,  never  was  and  never 
can  be  questioned.  The  very  terms  of  the  gen- 
tleman's position,  <' on  good  and  sufficient  rea- 
aons,"  do  impliedly,  if  not  expressly,  admit,  that 
this  right  does  not  exist  and  cannot  be  exercised 
aa  an  ordinary  discretionary  leffisiative  power. 
The  cases  put  by  the  honorable  gentleman  of 
pestilence,  famine,  and  invasion,  are  cases  of  ne- 
€e$tiiiy,  where  nothing  is  left  to  legislative  will, 
where  no  human  laws  can  control  ^  the  argu- 
ment, then,  like  all  arffuments  drawn  from  neces- 
aitv,  proves  too  much,  and  therefore  proves  no- 
thtog  at  all. 

The  act  of  1794,  which  the  gentleman  has 
brought  to  his  aid,  and  on  which  he  placed  great 
reliance,  is  precisely  of  the  character  of  the  other 
instances  adduced,  and  must  fall  into  the  same 
msult.  By  that  act  the  President  was  authorized 
to  convene  Congress  at  a  different  place  from 
that  to  which  it  was  adjourned,  in  the  event  of 
the  prevalence  of  contagious  sickness  or  other 


circumstances  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  be 
hazardous  to  the  lives  ojr  health  of  the  members. 
This  act  was  proper  because  it  was  necessary  to 
the  existence  of  Congress  itself;  it  grew  out  of 
the  circumstance  of  the  yellow  fever,  which  pre- 
vailed in  Philadelphia  about  that  time,  and  can* 
not  be  considered  as  an  ordinary  exercise  of  pow* 
er  in  Congress  to  change  the  seat  of  Government 
ad  libUum.  To  argue  from  the  case  which  the 
gentleman  has  put,  that  the  Seat  of  Government 
may  be  changed  whenever  Congress  may  think 
proper,  is,  in  my  judgment,  as  absurd  as  it  would 
be  for  me  to  contend  that  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment  must  continue  here,  although  the  whole 
District  were  swallowed  up  by  an  earthquake. 
As  to  a  temporary  removal,  my  argument  is  sim- 
ply this,  that  Congress  has  not  the  right  to  re- 
move the  Seat  of  Government  for  a  limited  time, 
unless  for  imperious  causes,  which,  if  they  con- 
tinue to  etist,  would  justify  aad  render  inevitabla 
8  permanent  removal.  Such  cases  do  not  exist; 
they  ate  not  pretended  to  exist.  The  gentleman, 
as  if  indeed  hard  pressed  for  argument,  has  re^ 
sorted  to  the  fifth  section  of  tbe  Constitution  to 
prove  what  never  was  dispnted— what  may  be 
termed  an  every  day  practice— That  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  may  by  joint  resolution  ad- 
journ for  more  than  three  days— may  adjottra 
their  sessions  without  the  concurrence  of  tha 
Executive,  and  that  neither  House  shall  without 
the  consent  of  tbe  other  change  the  place  of  its 
sitting.  The  only  power  given  to  Congress  bj 
this  section  is,  that  of  regulating  its  own  ad- 
journment independent  of  the  Executive  braach 
of  the  Government ;  the  other  part  of  the  sec- 
tion is  a  necessary  restriction  on  each  House 
separately,  to  produce  harmonv  in  their  proceed- 
ings, despatoh  of  business,  and  to  prevent  nnrea- 
sonable  adjournments  and  inconveblent  separa- 
tions, or  m  other  words,  to  prevent  the  two 
Houses  from  being  too  6r  apart  for  the  neces- 
sary concurrence  of  legislation  and  despatch  of 
public  business.  I  anpeal  with  confidence  to  tho 
candor  of  the  gentleman  himself.  I  appeal  to 
the  common  sense  of  every  member  of  the'House, 
whether  it  can  for  a  moment  be  believed,  that 
this  section  of  the  Constitution  eives  to  Con- 
gress tbe  power,  (without  even  the  form  of  a 
law,)  to  remove  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States?  Will  it  be  contended  (ad- 
mitting for  a  moment  that  we  have  the  right 
ourselves  to  remove)  that  we  can,  without  a  law, 
compel  tbe  President  and  all  the  Departments  to 
march  off  to  Philadelphia  or  to  the  Alleghany 
mountains  at  the  word  of  command,  or  that  they 
would,  without  the  authority  o^  law,  exercise  at 
their  new  locations  one  single  function  of  their 
departments?  But,  says  the  gentlemen,  if  we 
go,  the  President  and  Department  Will  follow, 
and  thus  we  remove  the  Gfovemment.  Thus  by 
a  sort  of  legislative  legerdemain  we  put  the  Gov- 
ernment on  wheels  and  push  off  at  full  gallop.  I 
must  confess,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  shocked  at  such 
an  argument  from  such  a  source.  I  had  believed 
that  the  fair  and  lofty  mind  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  could  not  have  de- 
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Bcended  so  low.  I  had  been  tauffht  to  beliere 
that  the  pure  principles  of  FederaTism  disdained 
to  do  an  act  indirectlv  which  could  not  be  done 
directly  without  a  Tiolation  of  the  Constitution. 
*'  If  you  cannot  take  the  man  from  the  office,  so 
neither  can  you  take  the  office  from  the  man." 
This  I  have  always  understood  to  be  the  creed  of 
Federalism.  If  the  gentleman  has  abjured  the 
faith  in  this  instance,  I  am  disposed  to  consider  it 
as.  one  of  those  great  errors  to  which  great  men 
are  said  to  be  liable;  and  that  his  most  sanguine 
friends  and  believers  on  this  question  will  admit 
the  possibility  of  his  being  equally  incorrect  in 
the  general  tenor  of  his  argument. 

The  next  position  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
is,  the  right  of  Congress  to  remove  permanently 
the  present  Seat  of  Government.  On  this  ques- 
tion I  have  already,  to  a  considerable  extent,  an- 
ticipated mv  argument  in  the  exposition  I  have 
given  of  the  Constitution,  the  laws,  and  con- 
tracts in  relation  to  this  subject.  The  remarks  of 
the  gentleman,  however,  demand  a  reply.  I  can 
justly  retort  the  charge  of  havingassumed  prem- 
ises totally  incorrect,  and  therefore  protest  against 
the  conclusions  drawn  from  them. 

The  gentleman,  I  know,  is  incapable  of  inten- 
tional misrepresentation ;  but  he  has  most  strange- 
ly and  most  erroneously  attributed  to  me  an  ar- 
gument or  rather  an  assertion  which  I  never  did 
or  could  have  used.  I  did  not  say  that  the  Con- 
stitution fixed  the  Seat  of  Governmenx,  or  in 
express  terms  required  Congress  to  establish  the 
permanent  seat. 

It  is,  however,  on  this  supposition  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  triumphantly  turned  over  the  pages 
of  the  Constitution,  and  sought  in  vain  for  any 
such  terms  or  express  iojuncti9ns  on  Congress. 
On  this  basis  his  argument  is  built,  and  he  does, 
indeed,  most  conclusively  prove  what  was  never 
disputed. 

Sir,  my  argument  is  that  the  Constitution  con- 
templated and  authorized  the  esublishment  of 
the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
at  a  place  to  be  ceded  by  particular  States  and 
accepted  by  Congress,  and  over  which  Congress 
were  to  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction.  The  time 
and  manner  of  executing  these  powers  and  per- 
forming these  duties,  were  left  exclusively  to 
Congress,  without  any  other  limitation  than  as  to 
the  extent  of  territory  thus  to  be  acquired,  and 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  so  to  be  acquired. 
This  being  an  express  grant  of  power  for  a  defi- 
nite object,  necessarily  requiring  the  consent  of 
other  parties,  and  deeply  in  vol  vipff  the  rights  and 
interests  of  States  and  individuals,  whenever  it 
was  exercised,  the  objects  obtained,  and  the  acts 
consummated  by  Congress,  the  Government  were 
bound  to  fulfil  theeogaffementsof  Congress,  who 
were  quo  ad  hoc  the  legitimate  asents  of  the 
Constitution. '  The  first  Congress  alter  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  did  thus  bind  the  Gov- 
ernment by  establishing  its  permanent  Seat;  and 
in  80  doing  did  not  transcend  their  powers.  The 
gentleman  says  it  is  monstrous,  it  is  absurd,  to 
suppose  that  the  people  would  have  consented  to 
Test  Congress  with  such  power.    Sir,  the  people 


did  not  hesitate  to  vest  Congress  with  this  power, 
and  for  the  best  reasons— to  harmonize,  te  cement 
and  perpetuate  the  union  of  these  States.  Who 
were  to  be  trusted  with  this  power?  The  First 
Congress,  men  chosen  by  toe  people  for  their 
firm  virtue  and  distinguuhed  worth,  most  of 
them  members  of  the  Convention,  men  to  whom 
the  people  had  trusted,  but  a  little  time  before, 
their  political  existence.  Besides,  sir,  if  this  was 
a  dangerous  power — if  it  has  been  abused — the 
remedy  is  with  the  people,  as  in  all  other  cases  of 
constitutional  error  or  legislative  abuse ;  experi- 
ence has  proved  that  neither  the  one  or  the  other 
exists  on  the  present  subject. 

The  objection  as  to  power  would  equally  ap- 
ply to  all  acts  of  Congress  which  are  binding 
and  irrevocable.  It  would  apply  to  all  cases  of 
compact,  of  bargain  and  sale,  of  grants,  and  of 
vested  rights  of  every  description.  As  well 
□sight  it  be  contended  that  Congress  has  not  the 
right  of  disposing. of  all  the  unappropriated  lands 
of  the  United  States,  because  by  possibility  they 
may  give  it  away  or  make  bad  or  corrupt  bar- 
gains. As  well  might  it  be  said  that  this  Con- 
gress may  take  away  the  premium  given  for  the 
late  loans;  reduce  the  interest  on  the  public  stocky 
or  spunge  the  debt  itself.  This  legislative  omnip- 
otence, which  is  established  by  the  doctrine  that 
one  Legislature  can  in  no  case  bind  a  subsequent 
one,  is  abhorrent  to  the  first  and  best  principles 
of  the  Constitution,  destructive  of  the  national 
faith,  and  pregnant  with  evils  not  to  be  described. 

This  doctrine,  I  had  thought,  was  long  ago 
exposed  and  exploded  by  those  whom  I  have 
considered  the  firmest  champions  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  but,  alas,  all  those  ramparts  so  strongly 
erected  by  those  of  our  political  predecessors, 
whom  we  have  most  delighted  to  honor,  and 
around  which  we  have  so  often  and  proudly 
rallied. seem  to  me  now  to  be  prostrate;  the  sen- 
tinels nave  fled  their  posts ;  the  Constitution  is 
the  plaything  of  every  idle  wind;  the  sport  of 
every  angry  passion. 

In  my  remarks  the  other  day,  I  attempted  to 
point  out  the  analogy  between  the  removal  of  the 
Seat  of  Government  and  the  repeal  of  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  consequently  the  analogy  between  the 
erection  of  the  two  establishments  and  the  prin- 
ciples opon  which  their  permanency  depends. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  must  excuse 
me  for  saying,  that  his  reply  to  this  part  of  my 
argument  was  peculiarly  inconclusive.  He  says 
that  the  Seat  of  Government  is  not  fixed  by  the 
Constitution.  This  is  true;  but  it  is  equally  true^ 
that  neither  the  Supreme  or  inferior  courts  are 
established  by  the  Constitution.  The  Seat  of 
Government  was  established  by  law,  resulting 
from  an  express  grant  of  power,  if  not  an  express- 
requisition  of  the  Constitution.  The  courts  were 
established  precisely  in  the  same  way.  The  im- 
mutability of  the  Supreme  Court  is  admitted  bj 
all;  the  power  to  destroy  the  inferior  courts  u 
denied  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  and  I 
presume  all  his  political  friends,  on  the  ground  of 
the  .necessary  independence  of  the  judges,  and 
the  contract,  either  express  or  implied,  that  thej 
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«boald  not  be  deprired  of  their  offices,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirecily,  during  good  behaviour.  The 
Constitution  does  not  say,  "  that  Congress  shall 

*  hare  power  to  establish  permanent  courts,  which 
'  shall  not  be  changed,  nor  the  law  fixing  the  same 
<  shall  not  be  altered  or  liable  to  be  repealed  by 

*  any  future  Concrress;"  which  words  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  alle§res  would  have  been 
used  had  the  Constitution  intended  to  give  the 
power  to  Congress  to  establish  the  permanent 
Seat  of  the  Qovernraent.    No,  sir,  the  construc- 
tion in  both  cases  results  from  the  nature  of  the 
powers  granted,  and  the  objects  to  be  effected. 
The  Constitution  authorized  but  one  Supreme 
Court  to  be  established  by  Congress — when  it 
was  so  established  the  power  was  executed,  the 
injunction  of  the  Constitution  fulfilled—the  law 
could  not  be  repealed.    The  Constitution  author- 
ized but  one  district  of  territory,  and  that  not  to 
exceed  ten  miles  square,  to  be  accepted  for  the 
Seat  of  the  Government,  and  that  Congress 
should,  like  the  judges  in  their  respective  spheres, 
be  independent;  they  were  to  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  territory  where  theQovern- 
ment  was  located.  The  idea,  therefore,  that  Con- 
gress may  abandon  this  place  at  pleasure,  is,  in 
my  judgment,  as  incorrect  as  the  destruction  of 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States;  and  to 
say  that  we  may  surrender  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
District,  and  acquire  another  territory  where  we 
shall  possess  the  same  jurisdiction,  or  that  by  the 
Constitution  we  possess  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  two  or  more  districts  of  territory,  not  ex- 
ceeding each  ten  miles  square— is  as  absurd  as  to 
say  that  we  may  destroy  the  Supreme  Court  and 
create  another,  or  to  say  that  we  may  establish 
two  or  more  Supreme  Courts,  with  a  double  set 
of  judges  to  each. 

That  I  may  be  the  more  distinctly  understood, 
and  the  principles  involved  in  this  question  more 
clearly  and  authoritatively  elucidated.  I  beg  leave 
to  read  an  extract  from  a  celebrated  speech  of 
one  of  the  ablest  champions  of  the  Constitution 
on  the  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Judiciary, 
(QoovERNEUR  MoRBis.)  I  have  selected  this 
speech,  not  because  it  contains  opinions  peculiar 
to  its  author,  but  because  it  imbodies  the  senti- 
ments of  the  whole  party  to  which  he  was  at- 
tached, and  may  be  considered  as  the  base,  the 
pillar,  and  cap  of  the  argument  on  that  all-im- 
portant question. 

"  But  (says  Mr.  Morris  in  reply)  another  criticism, 
bnt  ibr  its  e&cts^  I  would  call  pleasant,  has  been  made, 
the  amount  of  which  is,  you  shall  not  take  the  man 
firom  the  office,  bat  you  may  take  the  office  firom  the 
man — you  diail  not  diown  him,  but  yoa  may  sink  his 
boat  under  him ;  you  shall  not  put  him  to  death,  bnt 
you  may  take  away  his  life.  The  Constitution  pre- 
serves to  a  judge  his  office-— says  he  shall  hold  it— that 
is,  it  shall  not  be  taken  from  him  during  good  be- 
haviour; the  Legislature  shall  not  diminish,  though 
their  bounty  may  increase,  his  salary.  The  Constitu- 
tion provides  perfectly  for  the  inviolability  of  his  ten- 
ure, but  yet  we  may  destroy  the  office  which  we  can- 
not take  away,  as  if  the  destruction  of  the  office  would 
not  as  efiectuaOy  deprive  him  of  it  as  the  grant  to  ano- 


Aer  person.  It  is  admitted,  that  no  power  derived  from 
the  Constitution  can  deprive  him  of  the  office,  and  vet 
it  is  contended  that,  by  repeal  of  the  law,  that  office 
may  be  destroyed.    Is  not  this  absurd  t    It  had  been 
said,  that  whatever  one  Legislature  can  do,  another 
can  undo,  because  no  Legislature  can  bind  its  succes' 
sor;  and,  therefore,  whatever  we  make  we  can  de^ 
stroy.    This  I  deny  on  the  ground  of  reason,  and  on 
that  of  the  Constitution.    What !  can  a  man  destroy 
his  own  children?    Can  you  annul  your  own  com<< 
pacU  1   Can  you  annihilate  the  national  debt  ?  When 
yoa  have  by  law  created  a  poUtical  existence,  can 
you,  by  repealing  the  law,  dissolve  the  corporation 
you  had  made?     When  by  your  laws  you  give  to 
an  individoal  any  right  whatever,  can  you  by  a  sub- 
sequent law,  rightfully  Uke  it  away?    No ;  when  you 
make  a  compact  you  are  bound  by  it;   when  you 
make  a  promise  you  must  perform  it.    Establish  the 
contrary  doctrine,  and  vfhat  follows?     The  whim  of 
the  moment  becomes  the  law  of  the  land ;  your  coun- 
try will  be  looked  upon  as  a  den  of  robbers ;  every  hon- 
est man  will  fly  your  shores.    Who  will  trust  you, 
when  you  are  the  first  to  violate  your  own  contracts? 
The  position,  thereibre,  that  the  Legislatore  may  right- 
fully repeal  every  law  made  by  a  preceding  Legisla^ 
tore,  when  tested  by  reason  is  untrue ;  and  it  is  equal- 
ly untrue,  when  compared  with  the  precepts  of  the 
Constitution — ^for  what  does  the  Constitution  say? 
You  shall  make  no  ex  post  facto  law !    Is  not  this  an 
ex  post  facto  law  ? " 

I  now  beg  gentlemen,  particularly  those  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  to  pause,  to  reflect,  and 
compare  the  sentiments  contained  in  this  eloquent 
and  correct  extract,  with  the  facts,  principles,  and 
obligations  connected  with  the  question  now  be^ 
fore  us.    I  demand  of  gentlemen  to  be  informed, 
what  will  be  the  political  condition  of  the  thirty 
thousand  people  who  inhabit  this  District,  should 
the  Seat  of  Govetnment  be  removed  and  the  ju- 
I  risdiction  of  Congress,  thus  as  it  unquestionably 
would  be,  withdrawn  from  them?    I  ask  gentle- 
men  if  contracts  are  not  in  their  nature  recipro- 
cal, and  whether  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Vir^ 
ginia,  who  surrendered  this  territory  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions,  and 
for  certain  specific  objects,  might  not  with  equal 
propriety  and  right  demand  a  recession  of  it  from 
the  United  States,  if  their  convenience,  or  inter* 
est,    or  caprice  so  required   as  that  Congress 
should,  without  their  consent,  throw  back  the 
tcrritorv  on  their  hands  whenever  they  thought 
proper  9    Are  a  free  people,  entitled  to  jost  rights 
and  equal  laws,  and  who  are  peculiarly  under 
your  guardianship  and  protection,  thus  to  be 
sported  with,  thus  to  be  bought  and  sold  like  the 
slaves  of  Jamaica?    Forbid  it  justice,  forbid  it 
Heaven. 

You,  by  the  Constitution  and  the  law,  have 
given  to  the  people  of  this  District  a  *'  political  ex- 
istence."  Can  you  rightfully  destroy  it?  Yon 
have  established  here  district  courts,  upon  the 
same  principles  with  the  other  circuit  eourts  of 
the  United  States;  the  judges  and  other  officers 
hold  their  appointments  by  the  same  tenure;  can 
you  abolish  those  courts,  and  drive  the  judges 
from  their  seats?  Surely  you  cannot,  eonsist- 
ently  with  those  principles  I  have  always  con- 
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«id£red  as  held  sacred  by  those  whom  I  hare 
|)roudIy  called  my  political  friends. 

Id  the  course  of  the  ioffenioas  argumeot  of  the 

SeDtlemaa  from  New  Jersey,  I  was  pleased  to 
iscover  occasional  successful  efforts  or  true  and 
eorreot  principles  forcing  themselves  from  the 
toils  in  which  they  were  involved.  One  instance 
of  this  was  his  admission,  an  admission  made, 
too,  by  most  gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  Qovernment  being  removed, 
indemnity  was  due  to  those  classes  of  citizens 
^ho  had  settled  here  and  expended  their  money, 
relying  on  the  faith  of  the  Government  for  its 
continuance  at  this  place.  This  admission,  in 
tny  judgment,  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  entirely, 
yields  the  argument,  for  why  should  we  indem- 
nify the  inhabitants,  if  we  are  under  no  obliga- 
tions? Why  pay  them,  if  we  have  not  deceived 
and  injured  them  7  Shall  we,  then,  violate  our 
obligations  $  shall  we  injure  and  deceive  an  in- 
nocent community  and  plead  a  miserable  nit- 
tance,  a  promise  ot  tender  of  amends  at  our  dis- 
cretion ?  I  cannot  think  so  badly  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  my  country.  If  the  honoi'able  gentleman 
were  acquainted  with  the  real  sitnation  of  most 
9i  the  people  of  this  District;  if  he  knew  the  sac^ 
riftces  which  many  of  them  have  made  for  the 
promotion  and  establishment  of  this  city,  and  the 
utter  ruin  in  which  they  would  be  involved  by 
the  fatal  measure  now  threatened,  his  sense  of 
justice  would  not  be  appealed  to  in  vain,  for  in- 
demnity to  an  extent  infinitely  beyond  what  he 
now  contemplates.  It  is  possible  some  of  the 
original  proprietors  may  have  profited  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Seat  of  Qovernment  here,  but 
it  is  equally  true  that  other  proprietors,  trom 
whose  property  the  public  have  derived  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars^  have  themselves  realized 
little  or  nothii^ ;  their  once  fiourishiog  and  high- 
ly cultivated  fields  cot  up  by  the  (^vernment 
into  city  lots,  remain  unsold  and  unoccupied; 
this  property  was,  indeed,  considered  an  increas- 
ing treasure,  which  would  in  time  enrich  its  pos- 
aessors,  and  compensate  for  the  sacrifices  made  to 
the  public.  Do  the  unjust  deed  now  meditated, 
and  you  cut  up  the  hopes  of  those  people—you 
make  them  poor  indeed. 

Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  close  my  remarks  on  the 
constitutionality  of  this  question,  I  cannot  avoid 
stating  one  or  two  observations  more  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey,  which  my  respect  for 
that  honorable  gentleman,  alone,  induces  me  to 
notice.  In  attempting  to  get  rid  of  ihe  common 
and  plain  import  of  the  word  permanent,  so  often 
used  in  the  acts  of  Congress  and  of  cession,  the 
gentleman  first  tells  us  that  the  word  permanent 
IS  totally  to  be  disregarded ;  he  then  says  that  it 
was  introduced  to  distinguish  the  temporary  resi- 
dence of  ten  years  at  Philadelphia,  from  the  per- 
manent residence  at  this  place.  In  this  I  per- 
fectly agree  with  him,  for  no  other  definition  or 
meaning  can  be  affixed  to  the  term,  than  the  very 
opposite  of  temporary,  transitory,  limited,  or  any 
other  word  which  admits  the  idea  of  change  or 
limitation.  In  the  next  breath  we  are  told  the 
word  permanent  meant  nothing  more  than  that 


there  was  no  express  limitation  in  the  law  as  to  the 
time  the  Seat  of  Government  should  continue 
here;  consequently  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress 
to  limit  its  duration  and  remove  it  at  pleasure. 
Thus,  agreeable  to  this  course  of  reasoning,  the 
seat  of  Government  was  to  continue  temporarily 
at  Philadelphia  for  ten  years,  and  then  perma* 
nently  at  the  City  of  Washington  for  six  months, 
or  any  other  period  which  Congress  might  think 
proper.  I  confess,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  reasonin^^  is 
too  refined  for  my  comprehension.  It  is  the  first, 
and  I  presume  will  be  the  last  time  we  shall  ever 
hear  that  by  the  force  of  the  terms  alone,  tempo- 
rary may  be  made  to  embrace  a  longer  time,  and 
give  a  more  lasting  tenure,  than  the  word  perma* 
nent,  when  applied  to  the  same  subject  matter. 
But,  sir,  admitting  for  a  momenL  the  possibility 
of  this  reasoning  oeing  correct;  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  the  word  permanent  was  used  in  reference 
to  the  word  temporary,  in  the  act  as  before  stated, 
how  did  it  happen  that  the  same  word  is  used  in 
the  original  resolution  of  1789,  which  preceded 
the  enactment  of  the  law,  and  which  had  no  re- 
ference or  allusion  whatever  to  the  temporary 
residence  of  the  Government  at  Philadelphia  or 
elsewhere  ?  How  did  it  happen  that  during  the 
discussion  of  the  resolution,  and  the  bill  itself,  by 
the  members  of  the  first  Congress,  so  many  of 
those  distinguished  men  should  have  used  the 
word  permament  in  its  plain,  old-fashioned,  com- 
mon sense  meaning,  witnont  once  dreaming  of  the 
references,  limitations,  and  qualifications,  which 
the  ffentleman  from  New  Jersey  has  so  heavily 
taxed  his  ingenuity  to  affix?  Sir,  the  reason  is 
this— they  intended  the  Seat  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  should,  when  established,  be 
as  perpetual  as  the  union  of  these  States,  as  du- 
rable as  the  Constitution  itself. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  referred,  as 
also  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gros- 
VENOR,)  have  derived  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
right  of  removal,  from  the  second  member  of  that 
section  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  the 
establishment  of  the  Seat  of  Gk)vernment.  It  is 
contended  that  because  the  authority  of  Congress 
is  extended  over  "all  places  purchased,  by  the  con* 
*  sent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the 
'  same  may  be,  for  the  erection  efforts,  magazines, 
'  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings,"  the 
same  obligation  exists  to  continue  those  forts  and 
other  public  works,  at  the  sites  first  fixed  upon 
and  purchased,  as  there  is  to  continue  the  Seat  of 
the  Government  at  the  place  ceded  by  particular 
States,  accepted  and  established  by  Coagreas  as 
the  Seat  of  Government  has  been. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gnoa- 
vbnor)  has  even  gone  further — he  ^ys  Congress 
had  no  more  right  to  establish  the  permanent 
Seat  of  Government  than  they  had  to  establish  a 
permanent  pojst  road,  and  that  we  have  the  same 
right  to  repeal  such  a  law  in  one  case  as  the  other. 
Had  those  observations  proceeded  from  gentle- 
men less  entitled  to  respect  and  influence,  I  cer- 
tainly should  have  deemed  them  unworthy  of  re- 
ply. Sir  there  is  little  or  no  analogy  in  the  cases 
pot  by  the  gentlemen.    In  the  purchase  of  sites 
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fof  forts  or  other  pablic  buildings,  nothing  is  stip* 
uUted  for.  nothing  oontemplatedY  by  the  Constita- 
Uon  or  toe  Jaw,  other  than  a  common  bargain 
and  sale  for  the  purchase  of  so  many  acres  of  land, 
either  from  a  State  or  from  individuals,  for  public 
use.  Congress  are  not  restricted  as  to  the  limits, 
or  number  of  places  thus  to  be  purchased.  They 
require  no  jurisdiction  over  citizens  retsiding  with- 
in the  limits  of  such  purchases.  On  the  contrary, 
BO  political  existence  is  created,  no  residence  per- 
mitted  except  of  military  force,  no  law  prevails 
but  martial  law.  Congress  have  therefore  a  right 
to  remove  or  abandon  those  public  works,  and 
others  at  pleasure,  without  any  violation  of  the 
public  faith,  or  of  individual  interest,  either  pe- 
cuniary or  political.  Why  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  put  Che  case  or  a  post  road,  I  cannot 
well  imagine.  He  might  as  well  have  told  us 
that  we  had  a  right  to  repeal  a  tax  law,  which 
was  not  limited  to  a  particular  time,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds pledged  to  any  spdclal  or  general  objects. 
I  leave  to  gentlemen  the  full  benefit  and  exclusive 
right  of  such  ar^^umenu  as  these.  But,  sir,  upon 
tM  ordinary  principles  of  contracts,  suppose  an 
acre  of  land  was  purchased  from  an  individual  for 
the  erection  of  a  public  fort,  on  the  authority  of 
an  aet  of  Congress,  declaring  the  fort  thus  to  be 
erected  on  the  land  purchased  should  be  perma- 
nently continued  and  kept  in  repair — ^in  conse- 
quence of  which  law,  and  in  consideration  of  in- 
cidental advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  owner  of 
the  land,  by  the  erection  and  continuance  of  said 
fort,  the  owner  was  induced  to  part  with  bis 
property  for  one  fourth  of  its  Talue,  and  subject 
himself  to  other  losses  and  sacrifices.  I  ask  gentle- 
men,  whether,  under  such  circumstances,  Con- 
gress could  at  their  next  session  rightfully  repeal 
the  law,  and  violate  their  contract  with  tne  indi- 
Tidual  without  making  him  a  full  and  ample  in- 
demnity ?  And  Suppose,  also,  that  a  post  road  was 
established  which  would  run  through  the  farm 
of  an  individual,  greatly  to  his  injury,  and,  as  an 
inducement  for  obtaining  the  privilege,  Congress 
were  to  enact  that  the  said  road  should  be  per- 
manently continued,  and  authorize  commissioners 
to  enter  into  contracts  and  stipulations  with  the 
owner,  by  which  he  would  be  induced  to  change 
his  fences,  remove  his  buildings,  or  erect  others, 
on  the  faith  of  the  law  and  engagements  entered 
into  with  the  agents  of  the  Gh>vernmettt.  Under 
such  circumstances,  I  appeal  to  the  understand- 
ioff  and  common  justice  of  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves, to  determine  what  would  be  the  duty— 
what  the  obligation  of  Congress?  Sir,  I  have 
done  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  trust  I  have 
sufficiently  answered  the  arguments  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  and  established 
the  positions  I  advanced  in  relation  to  the  Con- 
stitution, the  law,  and  the  obligations  resulting 
from  them. 

So  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  already  been  said 
as  to  the  expediency  and  inexpediency  of  the 
measure  under  consideration^  (and  in  which  I 
have  borne  my  part^)  that  little  now  remains  of 
use  or  novelty.  When  the  subject  was  first  ush- 
ered into  noiice,  it  was  advocated  solely  on  the 


ground  of  convenience  and  personal  safety  of  the 
members.  Those  reasons  appear  to  have  van- 
ished in  succession,  and  a  distinct  one,  not  origi- 
nally thought  of,  accidentally  seized  upon,  and  is 
made  the  watchword  or  rallying  point  far  the 
advocates  of  this  destructive  project.  This  is^ 
the  expense  of  defending  this  District,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment is  continued  here.  Every  day's  experi* 
ence  tends  to  reconcile  gentlemen  more  and  more 
with  their  new  and  more  humble  accommodations 
in  this  Hall.  Every  man  who  enters  this  room 
or  approaches  the  gallery,  must  be  convinced  that 
the  business  of  the  session  can  be  transacted  here 
with  equal  despatch  and  intelligence  as  it  could 
have  been  in  the  splendid  apartments  which  we 
lately  occupied.  This  reason  is  therefore  aban- 
doned ;  indeed,  it  never  appeared  to  me,  to  bear 
a  serious  aspect ;  it  was  impossible  it  should ;  for, 
from  the  first  moment,  we  found  almost  every 
member  north  of  Maryland,  and  a  few  of  the 
hardy  sons  of  the  West,  apparently  dissatisfied 
with  their  accommodations,  while  those  from  the 
other  sections  of  the  Union,  with  two  or  three 
exceptions,  perfectly  satisfied.  It  is  perfectly  ev^ 
ident,  therefore,  to  me,  that  as  this  was  in  general 
not  so  much  an  individual  as  a  sectional  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  the  objection  did  not  in  reality 
exist.  It  is  impossible,  for  instance,  that  the  gem 
tleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton)  and> 
myself  could  so  essentially  difier  as  to  the  size  of 
this  room,  the  state  of  its  atmosphere,  or  the  qual- 
ity of  our  seats,  whether  hard  or  soft.  The  same 
remarks  equally  apply  as  to  the  dan^r  or  security 
of  remaining  here.  It  is  not  possible  that  gen* 
tlemen  from  the  North  and  Eaisi  should  be  filled 
with  anprehensions  for  their  personal  safety,  while 
those  from  the  Southern  and  middle  States,  whose 
nerves  may,  from  climate,  be  supposed  more  deK 
ieate,  should  remain  unappalled.  Sir,  I  know  the 
nerve  of  some  of  those  gentlemen  too  well  to  be* 
lieve  they  would  be  the  first  to  fly  even  on  the 
approach  of  danger,  much  less  before  it  approach- 
es. I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  the  bold  and  daring 
spirit  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Yori 
(Mr.  Qro0Vjbnob)  could  yield  to  imaginary  fears, 
while  other  gentlemen  in  this  House  remain  un- 
moved. I  cannot  believe  the  young,  the  strong, 
and  vigorous  limbs  of  himself  and  his  colleague^ 
(Mr.  Fiec,)  could  tremble,  while  my  venerable 
colleagues,  (Messrs.  Macon  and  Fornby,)  and 
other  ff  en  tlemen  whom  either  age  or  accident  has 
disquulfied  for  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  camp, 
and  who  would  certainly  not  be  foremost  in  pe- 
destrian feats,  remained  firm  and  unshaken. 

Qentlemen,  however,  have  entrenched  them- 
selves, as  they  conceive,  on  the  ground  of  expense. 
They  have  most  strangely  and  most  erroneously 
misrepresented  the  expense  which  will  be  incurred 
for  the  defenee  of  this  District.  The  exagserated 
statements  on  this  subject  are  the  more  unfair  and 
unaccountable,  because  they  are  not  only  contrary 
to  fact  and  contrary  to  the  express  representations 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  but 
in  total  disregard  of  the  estimates  and  plans  of 
defence  derived  from  the  War  Depariment.  I, 
sir,  am  as  regardful  of  public  expenOitiiTe  as  any 
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member  of  this  House ;  and  I  have  no  doubt, 
those  gentlemen  who  think  with  me  on  the  pres- 
ent subject  are  not  less  economical ;  are  not  less 
opposed  to  useless  or  Improper  dispositions  of  the 
public  force  and  public  treasure  than  those  who 
are  in  favor  of  incurring  the  expense,  the  loss  of 
time,  and  other  fatal  consequences  of  removing 
the  Seat  of  Government,  are  to  be  considered  the 
exclusive  guardians  of  the  public  safety,  the  pub- 
lic honor  and  the  public  purse.  The  fact  is  this: 
The  military  force  which  has  been  spoken  of,  is 
intended  for  the  defence,  not  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  alone,  but  for  the  whole  of  the  tenth 
military  district,  including  the  whole  State  of 
Maryland,  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 
This  force  is  to  be  so  disposed,  as  conveniently  to 
be  brought  into  action  for  the  protection  of  Balti- 
more, Annapolis,  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  any 
point  between  the  Potomac  and  Baltimore.  So 
that  in  truth,  whether  Congress  remain  here  or  go 
away,  the  force  will  be  the  same ;  the  expense 
neither  increased  nor  diminished  one  cent.  But, 
sir,  if  considerable  additional  expense  were  to  be 
incurred,  I  appeal  to  the  patriots  of  my  country 
to  know,  to  whflt  more  laudable  object  it  could 
be  applied  than  to  the  defence  of  the  heart  of  the 
country  ;  to  the  security  of  the  Oovernment  itself, 
and  the  protection  of  those  institutions  founded 
and  cherished  by  a  Washington  ?  By  his  precepts 
and  his  institutions  I  will  clingy  as  the  anchor  of 
our  hope — the  rock  of  our  political  salvation. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Fisk) 
objects  to  the  disposition  of  the  force  contempla- 
ted by  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  says,  if  tney 
are  stationed  on  the  middle  ground  between  this 
District  and  Baltimore,  they  can  only  be  brought 
to  action  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  I  know  not  in 
what  school  that  gentleman  acquired  his  military 
science — whether  be  practises  on  the  lessons  of 
the  great  Frederick,  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and 
other  heroes  of  former  days,  or  whether  he  relies 
on  modern  immrovements  in  the  art  of  war  intro- 
duced by  the  Emperor  of  Elba,  or  even  our  late 
Secretary  of  War,  John  Armstrong.  I  know  not, 
but  I  have  always  understood,  that  if  the  enemy 
could  be  otttflanked  or  attacked  in  the  rear,  vic- 
tory was  half  complete.  I  profess  very  little 
knowledge  in  military  matters,  but  I  will  inform 
the  gentleman  that  the  situation  where  the  troops 
are  intended  to  be  stationed  will  enable  them  to 
attack  the  enemjr  either  in  front  or  rear,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  justify.  It  is  also  objected  that 
this  is  a  militia  force.  I  pray  you,  sir,  what  other 
force  have  we  in  an  y  of  the  States  ?  What  other 
force  do  you  expect  at  Philadelphia,  or  any  other 
place  to  which  we  may  remove  ?  None.  Per- 
mit me  here  to  remark,  that  if  the  dispersion  of 
Congress  is  an  object  with  the  enemy,  as  gentle- 
men suppose,  that  object  can  be  as  well  obtained 
at  Philadelphia  as  this  place ;  and  I  have  the  au- 
thority (if  any  were  necessary)  of  military  men 
for  saying,  that  Philadelphia  is  less  defensible 
than  this  District.  Consequently,  if  we  go  there, 
we  not  only  increase  the  danger,  but  the  expense 
also. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Grosvenor)  admits  that 


he  is  not  afraid^  and  he  believes  few  or  none  are 
afraid  of  remaining  here ;  but  be  says  he  wishes 
to  avoid  the  dismce  of  having  the  Gk>vernmenC 
again  routed  and  driven  away;  and  how  is  this 
to  be  done  ?  By  marching  off  when  there  is  no 
danger  ?  In  other  words,  it  is  disgraceful  to  re- 
treat when  pressed  by  a  superior  force,  but  hon- 
orable to  run  before  the  approach  of  danger.  This 
is  indeedanew  chapter  in  chivalry,  and  one  which 
I  am  sure  the  gentleman  will  not  adopt  asm  guide 
for  his  own  conduct.  This  sentiment  is  also  rather 
at  points  with  what  fell  from  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman only  a  moment  before;  the  country,  he 
said,  was  disgraced.  The  Administration  had 
draok  the  very  dregs  of  humiliation  by  permittiuff 
the  enemy  to  pollute  the  soil  of  this  District  and 
riot  in  the  Capitol  of  the  country.  This  is  but 
too  true  a  picture ;  and  I  admonish  gentlemen 
not  to  heighten  this  disgrace — not  to  consummate 
our  degradation,  by  adopting  the  measure  now 
proposed.  Already  has  the  pen  fallen  in  pity — 
in  shame  and  confusion,  from  the  hand  of  the  nis« 
torian.  Destroy  your  Seat  of  Government!  Break 
asunder  this  strongest  link  in  the  Federal  chain ! 
The  pen  of  history  will  be  snatched  up  with  rage 
and  indignation,  and  this  monstrous  deed  por- 
trayed in  all  its  blackest  colors. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  unusual  combination  in  favor 
of  this  measure,  by  gentlemen  of  the  most  oppo- 
site political  opinions,  cannot  fail  to  strike  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  may  well  justify  the 
apprehension  that,  with  some  at  least,  other  and 
very  different  views  may  be  entertained  from  those 
which  have  been  expressed  in  debate.  I  therefore 
admonish  gentlemen,  while  they  are  travelling  the 
same  road  with  their  new  companions,  that  they 
inquire  and  well  understand  what  and  where  » 
the  destined  object.  If  political  considerations 
are  in  view,  it  would  be  well  for  these  extremes 
of  political  parties,  which  have  met  together  on 
this  single  occasion,  to  perfectly  understand  each 
other  before  it  is  too  late  to  return.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvenor)  did  me 
no  more  than  justice  in  supposing  that  I  meant 
no  personal  reflection,  when  I  represented  the 
other  day  this  noi^el  coalition,  by  a  ngure  perhaps 
rather  ludicrous :  ^'  The  horn  of  Federalism  hook* 
ed  to  the  tail  of  Democracy,  or  vice  versaJ^  The 
alternative  presented  to  gentlemen  of  being  at  the 
head  or  tail  of  this  political  association  precludes 
the  idea  of  any  invidious  distinction.  The  gen- 
tleman says  he  is  fond  of  union.  So  am  I,  m  a 
just  and  laudable  object;  but  rather  than  unite  in 
error,  let  me  remain  in  everlasting  exile.  As  I 
impeach  not  the  motives  of  gentlemen,  I  will  not 
withhold  from  them  mj  congratulations  on  this 
their  first  political  wedding.  I  wish  them  all  the 
delights  of  the  honeymoon.  I  fear  it  will  be  of 
short  duration.  Perhaps  before  to-morrow's  noon 
matters  of  State  may  demand,  and  their  divorce 
be  pronounced. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  claimed  your  attention  and 
that  of  the  House  longer  I  fear  than  was  agreea- 
ble; but  not  longer,  I  trust,  than  the  importance 
of  the  subject  demanded.  I  forbear  a  detail  of 
all  the  evil  consequences  to  be  apprehended  to  the 
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natiofa  from  the  adoption  of  the  measure  dow  be-* 
fore  U8.  I  will  not  harrow  your  feelings  by  even 
a  feeble  effort  to  portray  the  complicated  suffer- 
ings, the  deep  distress  in  which  this  people  would 
be  inrolred.  I  vieid  to  the  admonition  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  ^Mr.  Grostenor,) 
and  banish  as  much  as  possible  the  iofluence  of 
feelings;  even  that  gentleman,  with  all  his  stern- 
ness and  zeal  on  this  occasion,  has  expressed  some 
sympathy  for  the  fate  which  awaits  this  people. 
Sir,  the  human  being  who  could  not  do  more  than 
feel  for  such  calamity,  must  possess  a  heart  colder 
than  apathy  itself.  *' There  are  occasions  when 
the  worst  men  only  can  be  cool."  Those  alone 
can  jest  at  scars  who  never  felt  a  wound. 

NOTES. 

The  foUowmg  extracts  are  from  the  speeches  of  dis^ 

anguished  members  of  the  First  Congress, 

On  the  27th  of  August,  1789,  36*.  Seott,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, introdaced  the  following  resolution : 

Besohed,  That  a  permanent  residence  ought  to  be 
fixed  for  the  General  Government  of  the  United  States, 
at  some  convenient  place,  as  near  the  centre  of  wealth, 
population,  and  extent  of  territory,  as  may  be  consist- 
ent with  convenience  to  the  navigation  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  and  having  due  regard  to  the  particular  situa- 
tion of  the  Western  country. 

Mr,  Hartley,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  in  favor  of  the 
motion.  He  thought  some  attention  ought  to  be  paid 
to  the  petitions  of  the  people  respecting  a  permanent 
Seat  of  Government 

Mr,  Fitzsimons,,  of  Pennsylvania,  acknowledged 
tbere  was  business  of  g^eat  importance  before  Con- 
gress; but  was  there  any  more  important  than  the 
subject  proposed?  It  was  a  question  in  which  the 
people  of  every  part  of  the  Union  were  deeply  in- 
terested. It  had  been  said  that  jealousies  existed 
among  the  States ;  they  were  not  likely  to  be  removed 
bj  inattention  to  so  great  a  concern. 

Mr.  Scott  thought  the  principles  of  the  Union  were 
the  principles  of  equal  justice  and  reciprocity.  He 
conceived  the  question  now  before  the  House  as  grand 
a  link  as  any  in  the  Federal  chain.  The  futnre  tran- 
qi^ty  and  well  being  of  the  United  States,  he  said, 
depended  as  much  on  this  as  on  any  other  qnestion 
that  ever  had  or  could  come  before  Congress.  It  was 
a  justice  due  to  the  extremities  of  the  continent  to 
adopt  such  a  measure. 

Ar,  Jackson,  of  Georgia,  said  that  upon  this  subject 
depended  the  existence  of  the  Union.  The  place  of 
the  Seat  of  Government  was  important  in  every  point 
of  view.  It  might  be  compared  to  the  heart  of  the 
human  body ;  it  was  a  centre  from  which  the  princi- 
ples of  lifo  were  carried  to  the  extremities,  and  from 
these  might  return  again  with  precision. 

J&.  Ames,' of  Massachusetts,  said  he  ever  found  it 
a  difficult  task,  on  the  most  trivial  occasions,  to  obtain 
imanimity.  What  then  must  be  the  division  on  a 
question  which  some  gentlemen  have  said  the  exist- 
ence of  ihe  Union  depended  upon  ?  I  believe  it  'wili 
involve  as  many  passions  as  the  human  heart  can  dis- 
play. Every  principle  of  local  interest,  pride,  and 
honor,  and  even  patriotism  itself,  are  engaged.  He 
asked  if  the  public  mind  ought  not  to  be  better  pre- 
pared for  the  occasion  ? 

Sq)tember  3, 1789. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  of  Massachusetts^  said  the  Eastern 
members,  with  the  members  from  New  York,  have 


agreed  to  fix  a  place  on  national  principles,  without 
regard  to  their  own  convenience,  and  have  turned 
their  minds  to  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna.  Mo- 
tives of  convenience  would  have  led  us  to  fix  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  but  it  was  supposed  it  would 
give  more  lasting  content  to  go  farther  South.  They 
were  therefore  entirely  of  opinion  that  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna  should  be  the  place  of  the  permanent 
residence  of  the  General  Government  Mr.  G.  then 
moved  a  resolution,  **that  the  permanent  Seat  of  the 
General  Government  ought  to  be  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Susquehanna." 

Mr.  Lee,  of  Virginia,  hoped  they  would  be  guided 
in  this  discussion  and  decision  by  the  great  principles 
on  which  the  Grovemment  itself  is  founded.  With 
this  view  he  introduced  a  preamble  (recognising  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  declaring  that  those 
gn'eat  objects  will  be  best  effected  by  establishing  the 
permanent  Seat  of  Government  as  nearly  cefttral  as  a 
convenient  water  communication  with  the  Atlantic 
and  an  easy  access  to  the  Western  territory  will  per- 
mit) to  the  following  resolution:  '*That  a  place  as 
nearly  central  as  a  convenient  communication  with 
the  Atlantic  ocean  and  an  easy  access  to  the  Western 
territory  will  permit,  ought  to  be  selected  and  estab- 
lished as  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States."  Mr.  L.  wished  the  principles  of  the 
Government  to  be  recognised,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  may  be  able  to  judge  whether,  in  the 
measures  about  to  be  adopted,  they  are  carried  into 
execution  by  this  House. 

Mr.  Sedgtoick,  of  Massachusetts,  had  thought  that 
this  was  not  Uie  time  consistently  with  the  good  of  the 
country  to  determine  the  permanent  residence  of  Con- 
gress. He  was  however  ready  to  decide  on  the  im- 
portant subject. 

Mir.  Vining,  of  Delaware,  agreed  this  was  a  matter 
of  the  highest  importance.  He  wished  that  all  exte- 
rior circumstances  might  combine  in  aid  of  Govern- 
ment, and  every  principle  attended  to  which  could 
preserve  and  add  strength  to  it  While  we  had  a 
WASHiiroToir,  and  his  virtues,  to  cement  and  g^ard 
this  Union,  it  might  be  safe;  but  when  he  ^ould 
leave  us,  who  would  inherit  his  virtues  and  possess  his 
influence ;  who  would  remain  to  embrace  and  draw  to 
a  centre  those  hearts  which  the  authority  of  his  virtues 
alone  kept  in  union  1 

Mr.  Lee^  of  Virginia,  said  a  question  was  to  be  de- 
cided which  involves  present  and  future  interests,  an4 
extends  to  remote  generations.  The  question  is  to  be 
settled,  which  must  determine  whether  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  exist  for  ages,  or  be  dispersed  among  con- 
tending winds.  Will  gentlemen  say  these  principles 
ought  not  to  be  recognised  1  Will  they  say  the  centre 
of  Government  should  not  be  the  centre  of  the  Union  t 
Should  it  not  be  a  situation  which  will  admit  an  easy 
communication  to  the  ocean  1  Will  thejasay  our  West- 
ern brethren  are  to  be  disregarded  1  These  are  mo- 
mentous considerations  which  should  lead  the  House 
to  a  conclusion.  If  they  are  disregarded,  it  will  be  an 
alarming  circumstance  to  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States.    They  have  felt  their  sJarms  already. 

Mr.  Stone  said,  in  fixing  the  permanent  resideneOy 
we  ought  not  only  to  have  in  view  the  immediate  im- 
portance of  the  States,  but  what  is  likely  to  be  th^ 
weight  at  a  future  day.  After  stating  theprobable  future 
importance  of  the  Western  country,  Mr.  S.  observed 
that  the  river  Potomac,  whidi  had  bean  mentioned  by 
the  Sonthom  gentlemen,  for  the  permanant  Seat  oi 
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flw  €k>Yenmieiit,  is,  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted,  ex- 
tremely well  calculated  to  fhmish  Government  with 
the  key  of  the  country ;  and  a  river  I  believe  richer  in 
its  exports  than  any  I  have  contemplated  on  the  ftce 
of  the  earth. 

Jfi*.  Madison,  of  Virginia,  said  he  hoped  that  all 
would  concur  in  the  great  principle  on  which  they 
ought  to  conduct,  and  decide  this  business ;  an  equal 
attention  to  the  rights  of  the  community.  If  these 
great  rights  be  the  basis  of  republics,  and  if  there  be  a 
double  necessity  of  attending  to  them  in  a  Federal  Re- 
public, it  is  further  to  be  considered,  that  there  is  no 
one  right,  of  which  the  people  can  judge  with  more 
ease  and  certainty,  and  of  which  they  will  judge  with 
more  jealousy,  than  of  the  establishment  of  the  perma* 
nent  Seat  of  Government ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
however  often  this  subject  may  be  discussed  in  the  rep- 
resentative body,  or  however  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee may  be  drawn  to  it,  the  observations  I  have 
made  will  be  more  and  more  verified.  If  we  consider, 
sir,  the  efiects  of  Legislative  power  on  the  aggregate 
community,  we  must  feel  equal  inducements  to  look  for 
the  centre,  in  order  to  find  the  present  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment. Those  who  are  most  adjacent  to  the  seat  of 
legislation,  will  always  possess  advantages  over  others. 
An  earlier  knowledge  of  the  laws ;  a  greater  influence 
in  enacting  them ;  better  opportunities  for  anticipating 
them,  and  a  thousand  other  eircumstances,  will  give  a 
superiority  to  those  who  are  thus  situated.  If  it  were 
possible  to  promulgate  our  laws,  by  some  instantane- 
ous operation,  it  would  be  of  less  consequence  in  that 
pofait  of  view  where  the  Government  might  be  placed ; 
out  if,  on  the  contrary,  time  is  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose, we  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  put  eveiy  part  of 
the  community  on  a  leveL  If  we  consider  me  infiu- 
ence  of  the  Government  in  its  Executive  Department, 
tbere  is  no  less  reason  to  conclude  that  it  ought  to  be 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  Union.  It  ought  to  be  in  a 
titoation  to  command  information  relative  to  every 
part  of  the  ITnion,  to  watch  every  conjuncture,  to  seize 
civeiy  circumstance  that  can  be  improved.  The  Execu- 
tive eye  ought  to  be  placed  where  it  can  best  see  the 
dangers  which  may  threaten,  and  the  Executive  arm, 
whence  it  may  be  extended  most  effectually  to  the  pro- 
tection of  every  part  In  the  Judiciary  department,  if 
it  is  not  equally  necessary,  it  is  highly  important  that 
the  Government  should  be  equally  accessible  to  all. 
With  respect  to  the  Western  Territory,  we  are  not  to 
Mpect  it,  for  it  would  be  an  affiont  to  the  understanding 
of  our  fellow-citizens  on  the  Western  waten,  that  they 
WiU  be  united  with  their  Atluitic  brethren,  on  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  equality  and  justice.  He 
was  sure,  that  if  justice  required  us  to  take  any  one 
poeitlon  in  preference  to  another,  we  had  every  in- 
ducement, both  of  interest  and  of  prudence,  to  Ax  on 
ib»  Potomac,  as  most  satisfactory  to  our  Western  breth- 
ren. On  a  cantid  view  of  the  two  rivers,  (Susquehanna 
and  Potomac,)  he  fiatterad  himself  that  the  seat  whidi 
would  most  correspond  with  the  public  interest  would 
be  fimnd  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  It  was  proper 
HUkt  we  should  have  some  regard  to  the  centre  of  ter- 
ritoxy ;  if  that  was  to  have  weight,  he  begged  leave  to 
say  that  there  was  no  oomparison  between  the  two 
tinrers.  He  defied  any  gentleman  to  cast  his  eye,  in 
the  most  enrsory  manner,  oves  a  map»  and  say,  that  the 
Potomac  is  not  much  nearer  this  centre  than  any  part 
of  the  Susquehanna.  If  we  measure  from  the  banks 
of  the  Potomac  to  theviost  Eastern  part  of  the  United 
States,  it  ia  less  distant  than  to  the  most  Soothem.    If 


this  great  area  diagonally,  the  Potomac  will 
still  have  the  advantage.  If  you  draw  a  line  perpen- 
dicularly, to  the  direction  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  we  shall 
find  that  it  will  run  more  equally  through  the  Potomac 
than  through  any  other  part  of  the  Union ;  or,  if  thero 
be  any  difierence  between  one  side  and  the  other,  there 
will  be  a  greater  space  on  the  Southwest  than  on  the 
Northern.  All  the  maps  of  the  United  States  show 
the  truth  of  this.  He  granted  that  the  present  centro 
of  population  is  nearer  the  Susquehanna  than  the  Po- 
tomac But  are  we  choosing  a  Seat  of  Government  for 
the  present  moment  only  ?    He  presumed  not. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolve  was  farther  oppos- 
ed by  Messrs.  Johnson  of  KentuckYf  Forsyth 
of  Georgia,  Hawkins  of  Kentucky,.  IBowen  and 
Rhea  ol  Tennessee ;  and  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Shahp  of  Kentucky  J  and  Inoersoll  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  quest  ton  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
was  decided  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
fiigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Bri^^m,  Brown, 
Butter,  Caldwell,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Condiet, 
Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania^  Denoylles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely,  Flndley, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hul- 
bert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  JUiode  Is- 
land, Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachuaeetts, 
Law,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell,  Miller,  Moflit,  Moeeley, 
Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Piper,  Post,  John  Reed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvnia*  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sdiureman,  Sey- 
bert,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thommon, 
Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  MassachttsetU,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Winter — 72. 

Nats— Messrs.  Archer,  Aveiy,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bar- 
netty  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Bnrwell,  Chappell, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Earle,  £ppes»  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Ohobon, 
Glasgow,  Goidsborough,Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall*  Han- 
son»  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins^  Humphreys,  Hunger- 
ford,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  KentndLy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  North  Carolina^ 
Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  NehMU,  Newton,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart»  Telfiur, 
Troop»  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey— 71* 

So  the  resoltirtion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  oom- 
mittee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  parsaance 
thereof. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Grosvebor,  Mr. 
Sharp,  Mr.  Inoersoll,  Mr.  FoasTTH,  Mr.  Fbar- 
soN,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 


Monday,  October  7. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
WiLLiAK  S.  Smith  ;  and  from  Kentucky,  Sam- 
UBL  Hopkins;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  bill  for  extending  the  right  dT  saffrage, 
dbc,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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Aecording  to  the  order  of  the  d«]r,  the  House 
resolved  itself  loto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
pa  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  uo- 
favorable  to  the  petittoo  of  Thomas  Cutts,  of  the 
District  of  Maine,  who  prays  reimbursemeot  of 
moneys  paid  for  property  purchased  at  a  mar- 
shal's sale,  together  with  ccsts  and  damages  on 
the  reeoyerv  ui  said  property  from  him  by  a  third 
person,  by  aue  process  of  law. 

Mr.  KiNO,of  Massachasetts,  opposed  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report,  which  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Yancet,  of  North  Carolina,  the  chairman  of  the 
oommittee  who  made  it,  &c. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  was 
finally  reversed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  so  reported  to  the  House.  It  was  then  ordered 
to  He  on  the  table  for  further  consideration. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  on  the 
^fubject  of  Indian  cessions;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.    Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  October  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Samuel  Taqgart;  from  Maryland, 
Samuel  Ringgold  ;  from  North  Carolina,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy;  and  from  Louisiana,  Tbomab 
BoLLiso  RoBERTsoK ;  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  senate  have  passed  joint  resolutions 
^  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  Captain  Thomas  Macdonou^rh, 
the  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry,  acting 
as  marines,  on  board  the  United  States'  squadron 
on  Lake  Champlain,"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  resolutions  were  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

An  engrossed  bill  further  to  extend  the  right 
oT  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  OoMocil  of  the  Mis.sisMppi 
Territory,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oaxlsy, 

RuoVoed^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  return  o(  the  direct  uz  and  the  internal  du- 
ties, established  by  the  several  acu  fiassed  at  the 
first  session  of  the  present  Congress,  as  lar  as  the 
same  have  been  received,  showing — 

First,  The  assessment  made  of  houses,  lands, 
and  slaves,  in  the  several  collection  districts  in 
the  several  States,  and  the  aggregate  of  assess- 
ments in  each  State* 

Secondly,  The  amount  received  on  account  of 
tlie  direct  tax  from  each  State,  and  from  each 
collection  district  in  the  several  States. 
•  Thirdly,  The  amount  received  on  account  of 
each  of  the  said  internal  duties,  distinguishing 
the  amount  received  on  account  of  each  from  the 
States,  respectively,  and  from  each  collection 
district  in  the  several  Slates. 

The  House  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  resolutions  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiurs,  expressive 


of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  pliant  conduct  of 
Major  Greneral  Brown,  and  JBrigadiers  Scott, 
Gaines,  and  Macomb ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  joint  resolution 
"empowering  the  Joint  Library  Committee  of 
Congress  to  contract  fOr  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Jef* 
fersoo's  library  ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  refer* 
red  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

WAYS  AND  MCAN8. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  an4 
Means,  made  a  report  on  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  reaxl,  and  referred  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  taxes,  bans,  and  Treasury  notes,  appear  to  be 
the  resources  on  which  we  must  rely  for  carrying  on 
the  war.  The  product  of  the  first  cannot  be  com- 
manded in  time  to  meet  the  immediate  demands  on 
the  Treasury.  ^  A  reliance  on  loans,  in  the  present  sit- 
uation of  this  country,  wonld  be  uncertain ;  and  the 
terms  on  whidi  they  would  be  obtained,  not  such  as 
to  induce  a  resort  to  them  at  the  present  moment* 
Treasury  notes,  combined  with  a  system  of  taxation, 
more  extended  than  the  one  heretofore  adopted,  will 
it  is  believed,  in  the  present  state  of  bank  credit,  be 
found  to  be  a  much  better  resource*  The  want  of  some 
medium,  which,  resting  on  a  firm  and  solid  basis,  may 
unite  public  confidence,  and  have  a  general,  instead  of 
a  local  drculation,  is  now  universally  acknowledged. 
The  stoppage  of  specie  payments  by  the  principal  banks 
of  the  Middle  States  has  embarrassed  greatly  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Treasury,  and,  by  confining  tibe  circula- 
tion of  notes  to  the  limits  of  the  States  within  whidi 
they  are  issued,  has  deprived  the  Government  of  all 
the  fiicilities,  in  the  remittance  of  money,  which  was 
aflorded  while  pablie  confidence  gave  to  bank  aotes  a 
general  oireulation.  The  notes  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  will  nol  be  reoetved  m  Boston ;  the  botes 
of  Baltimore,  or  of  the  District  cf  ColuBihia,  wiU  nsd 
answer  for  payments  in  Philadelphia.  If,  by  any  new 
modification,  Txeasniy  notes  could  be  made  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  a  cicenlaiittg  aMcUium  between  the 
difibrent  States,  they  would  gMatly  foeUitate  the  oper- 
ations of  Government  and  fiee  fiom  eosbairassmetti 
the  transactions  of  individuals.  To  secure  their  dfca* 
lation,  it  would  be  nooessaij — !•  To  issue  the  notes  in 
snms  soffieietttly  snail  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
soolety ;  9.  To  allow  the  individual  who  holds  Umo  to 
fund  them  at  piaasnre  at  any  ui  the  loan  ofliees,  and 
to  receive  their  amount  in  stoclp  of  the  United  States, 
bearing  an  interest  of  8  per  cent.;  3.  To  make  them 
payable  to  bearer,  and  tmnsferrable  by  delivery :  4.  To 
make  them  receivable  in  all  payments  for  public  Isnde 
and  taxes;  6.  To  pledge,  for  the  payment  of  the  inters 
est  on  the  amount  issued,  so  much  of  the  internal 
duties  as  shall  be  necessary*  To  prevent  an  aceumtt* 
lation  of  circulating  medium,  the  United  States  to  retain 
the  power,  on  giving  six  months'  notice,  of  redeeming 
them  with  speeie,  or  exchanging  for  them  atock,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  8  per  cent  \£  these  provisions  are 
adopted,  and  taxes  impost,  which  shall  manifest 


379 


HISTORY  OF  00NGRBS8* 


880 


H.opR. 


The  WafB  and  Means, 


October,  1814. 


dearly  the  ability  of  the  Government  to  meet  its  en- 
gagements, our  present  difficulties  will  vanish,  confi- 
dence be  restored,  and  the  capital,  hoarded  by  avarice, 
or  locked  up  from  timidity,  will  be  again  restored  to 
the  accustomed  channels  of  circulation.  In  presents 
ing  additional  objects  of  taiation,  care  has  been  taken 
to  select  such  as  will  bear  equally  on  every  portion  of 
the  comnHinity.  In  Europe,  the  price  of  agricultural 
products  is  not  materially  affected  by  a  state  of  war ; 
the  produce  of  the  earth  is  there  consumed  within  the 
country,  in  peace  and  in  war.  The  situation  of  the 
United  States  is  totally  different  With  an  extensive 
and  fertile  country,  and  a  small  population,  compared 
to  the  extent  of  our  territory,  we  have  annually  a  large 
surplus  to  export  to  foreign  markets,  over  and  above 
what  is  necessary  for  consumption.  On  the  export  of 
this  surplus,  which  is  cut  off  by  war,  depends  in  a  great 
degree  the  ability  of  the  farmer  to  meet  taxes.  While, 
however,  war  depresses  the  agricultural  interest,  it 
gives  vigor  to  various  manufactures.  By  destroying 
all  foreign  competition,  the  war  has  brought  many  of 
these  manufacture  to  a  state  of  perfection,  which  will 
■ecore  their  successful  prosecution,  even  after  peace 
shall  be  restored.  In  times  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
we  must  Appeal  to  the  ]>atriotism  of  every  class  of  our 
citizens.  These  establishments,  under  the  fostering 
hand  of  the  Government,  have  grown  to  maturity,  and 
will  not  hesitate  to  bear,  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests, their  portion  of  the  taxes  necessary  to  maintain, 
unimpaired,  that  character  for  punctuality  and  good 
faith  for  which  the  American  Government  has  hereto- 
fore been  distinguished.  Several  of  these  manufac- 
tures have  been  selected  as  proper  subjects  of  taxation  ; 
and  it  is  proposed  to  unite  with  the  taxes  a  pledge  of 
the  public  faith  for  the  continuance  of  the  double  duties 
until  the  tax  shall  be  repealed.  • 

The  committee  deem  it  unnecessary,  at  present,  to 
present  any  view  of  the  expenditures  for  the  next  year, 
reserving  a  report  on  that  subject  until  the  estimates 
from  the  Treasuiy  shall  be  forwarded.  Confining, 
therefore,  this  report  to  the  additional  taxes  necessary 
for  the  support  of  the  public  credit,  they  submit  the 
following  resolutions: 

1.  Resohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  the 
direct  tax,  and  to  increase  the  same  60  per  cent. 

3.  Retohfidf  That  it  is  expedient  to  increase  the 
duty  on  spirits  distilled,  by  an  additional  duty  of  12^ 
oents  on  the  gallon. 

3.  Reaohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  add  100  per 
cent  on  the  present  duty  on  sales  at  auction. 

.4.  Resohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  add  60  per  cent. 
to  the  present  duty  on  the  conveyance  of  papers  and 
letters. 

.6.  Reaohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  impose  a  duty 
on  the  following  articles,  via:  manufoctured  tobacco 
and  snuff,  in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer ;  candles, 
of  tallow  and  spermaceti;  hats;  cotton  yam,  spun  by 
the  aid  of  machinery,  worked  by  steam  or  water; 
leather;  {»g  iron;  castings;  bar,  rolled,  and  slit  iron, 
and  on  nails  made  by  the  aid  of  machinery ;  on  forni- 
ture  above  a  certain  value,  except  beds,  bedding,  and 
articles  of  domestic  manufacture,  in  the  hands  of  the 
owner ;  beer,  ale,  and  porter,  in  the  hands  of  the  man- 
ufacturer ;  boots  and  shoes,  above  a  certain  price,  in 
the  hands  of  the  manufacturer;  on  plated  harness,  in 
tlie  hands  of  the  owner ;  on  vats  for  the  manufacture 
ef  paper ;  on  saddles  and  bridles,  above  a  certain  price, 
in  the  hands  of  the  owner;  on  gold  and  siver  watches, 
in  Hm  hands  of  the  owner;  on  pleasure  hones,  kept  I 


exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage ;  on  playing  caids ; 
and  on  lotteries. 

Estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  proposed  increase,  and 

of  the  new  duties. 
Fifty  per  cent  on  the  direct  tax        -        -  $1,500,000 
Additional  duty  on  distilled  spirits  -        -    3,000,000 
One  hundred  per  cent  on  the  present  auc- 
tion duties 150,000 

Kfty  per  cent,  on  postage        -        -        -       250,000 
Manufactured  tobacco  and  snu£(  10,000,- 
<  000  of  pounds,  averaged  at  4  cents        -       400,000 
Candles  of  tallow,  6,000,000  of  pounds,  at 

2  cents 120,000 

Spermaceti  and  white  wax,  400,000  pounds, 

at  10  cents  - 40,000 

Hats :  on  beaver  $1,  castors  76  eents,  and 
rorums  26  cents,  payable  by  manufoc- 

turers 600,000 

Cotton  yam,  spun  by  aid  of  machinery, 
worked  by  steam  or  water ;  400,000  spin- 
dles, at  26  cents  100,000 

Leather :  sole,  neats,  harness,  cal^  horse, 
and  hog,  kip  and  seal  skin ;  18,000,000 
of  pounds,  averaged  at  3  oents  -  -  640,000 
Goat  and  sheep  skins  tanned  with  sumack 
or  otherwise,  to  resemble  Spanish  leather, 
at  60  cents  per  dozen ;  and  all  other  skins 
tanned  with  alum,  averaged  at  8  cents 

per  pound 60,000 

Iron,300,000tonspig,  at$l     ...       800,000 
One  hundred  thousand  tons  of  castings, 

at  $1  60 160,000 

One  hundred  thousand  tons  of  bar,  rolled, 

and  slit  iron,  at  $1       ....       100,000 
On  beer,  ale,  and  porter;  6,000,000  gallons, 

at  1  cent 60,000 

Furniture  tax,  excluding  beds,  bedding, 
kitchen  furniture,  carpets  and  curtains  of 
domestic  manufacture,  and  fomily  pic- 
tures ;  and  excluding  also  firom  the  oper- 
ation of  the  tax  every  person  whose  fur- 
niture, exclusive  of  the  above  articles, 
does  not  amount  to  $200.    The  estimate 
ii  made  on  a  supposition  that  the  United 
Stotes  conUins  800,000  families.     Fam- 
ilies exempt,  as  possessing  less  than  $200 
worth  of  furniture,  269,000.     Families 
owning  to  the  amount  of  between— 
$200  and  $400,  800,000,  at  $1        -       300,000 
400  and    600, 100,000,  at      160  -        160,000 
600  and  1,000,   76,000,  at      8        -       226,000 
1,000  and  1,600,   26,000,  at     6        -        160,000 
1,600  and  2,000,    16,000,  at    10        •       160^000 
2,000  and  3,000,    10,000,  at    17        -        170,000 
3,000  and  4,000,    10,000,  at    28        -       280,000 
4,000  and  6,000,    10,000,  at    45        -       467,000 
6,000  and  9,000,     6,000,  at    76        -       376,000 
Above  9,000,      1,900,  at  100        -         10,000 
Boots :   white-top,  and  fiill-dress  militaiy 

boots ;  100,000  pairs,  at  75  cents  -        -         76,000 
Other  boots  or  bootees,  of  the  value  of  $8 ; 

260,000  pairs,  at  60  cents     ...       125,000 
Boots  or  bootees,  not  less  than  $5  in  value, 
and  not  exceeding  $8 ;  600,000  pairs,  at 

26  cents 126,000 

Fine  shoes,  above   the  value  of  $1  76 ; 

1,000,000  pairs,  at  10  cents  •        -        -       100,000 
Plated  harness,  in  the  hands  of  the  owner ; 
60,000  pairs,  at  $2       ....       100,000 


881 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


882 


OOTOBBE,  1814, 


NegoHaHmufor  Peace, 


H.  or  R. 


On  the  nuoiiilMtiire  of  ptper :  on  vftto  ox- 
ezclnsiTely  employed  in  making  white 
paper,  $60 ;  on  Tate  employed  in  making 
part  white  and  pert  brown,  $30 ;  on  Tata 
exclusively  employed  in  making  brown 
paper,  $15; — 2,000  vats  averaged  -  30,000 
On  nails  made  by  the  aid  of  machinery, 

80,000,000  of  pounds,  at  1  Cent    -        -       S00,000 
On  saddles  under  $10  value,  60  cents ;  over 
$40  and  nnder  $15, 75  cents ;  and  above 
the  value  of  $15,  $1    ....       100,000 
On  bridles  of  less  value  than  $3, 10  cents ; 
$3  and  under  $5,  30  cents;   $6  and 
under  $10,  40  cenU ;  above  $10,  $1    -       100,000 
On  pleasure  horses,  kept  ezdnsively  for  the 
saddle,  $1 ;  horses  kept  exclusively  for 
the  carriage,  $1  50      -        -        -        •       150,000 
On  gold  watches,  850,000,  at  $3       -        -       500,000 
On  silver  watches^  350,000,  at  $1    -        -      '350,000 
On  playing  cards,  400,000  packs,  at  36  cts.       100,000 
On  fotteiies,  a  per  centum  on  the  amount  -        60,000 


Total $11,636,000 

^dd  the  revenue  for  1815,  as  estimated  by 

the  Secretery  of  the  Treasniy       •        -  10,800,000 

Making  for  1816  a  revenue  of  -        $33,436,000 


NEGOTIATIONS  FOR  PEACE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  of  thb  United  States  : 
Ta  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  lay  before  Congress  communications  just  received 
from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States,  charg- 
ed with  negotiating  peace  with  Great  Britain ;  show- 
ing the  conditions  on  which  alone  that  Government 
ia  willing  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

The  instructiQns  to  those  Plenipotentiaiies,  disclos- 
ing th^  grounds  .on  which  they  were  authorized  to 
negotiate  and  conclude  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  wiU  be  the 
subjeet  of  another  oommunication. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washikotov,  October  10, 1814. 

The  Message  and  eommunlcations  were  refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  moTed  that  fire  thousaud  copies 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  mor^  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  inserting  *^  ten  thousand  copies^' 
in  the  place  of"  five  thoosand."  He  said  he  was 
persuaded  the  information  communicated  in  the 
Message  had  awakened  but  one  feeling  through- 
out the  House,  and  stamped  the  same  imfjressioD 
on  every  member,  it  had  always  been  his  opin- 
ion that  it  became  not  this  Qo?erDmeot  to  stand 
on  idle,  frivolous  etiquette,  but  to  apeak  to  the 
enemv,  if  indeed  we  desired  to  convert  him  to  a 
friend,  to  speak  to  him  frankly,  plainly,  and  da- 
rectlv,  to  the  end  that  all  ground  tor  his  doubting 
our  sincerity  might  be  removed.  He  trusted  that 
it  would  appear  that  our  Commissioners  had 
been  instructed  so  to  speak,  and  that  they  had  so 
spoken.  If,  then,  on  fair  and  honorable  terms 
proposed,  England  should  have  denied  us  peace; 
if  other  and  new  claims  had  been  set  op;  if  she 
has  attempted  to  annex  degrading  aud  humili- 


atiof  conditions ;  if  she  has  presumed  to  trench 
upon  our  ascertained  rights  as  hitherto  acknowl- 
edged and  enjoyed,  from  that  moment  Mr.  H.'s 
determination  had  long  since  been  formed  to 
unite  in  supporting  the  most  vigorous  system  of 
honorable  war,  with  the  hope  of  bringing  the 
enemy  to  a  sense  of  justice.  Mr.  H.  was  satisfied 
that  nothing  more  was  necessary  to  make  the 
war  national  than  to  convince  the  people  that  an 
honest  and  fair  effort  had  been  made  to  obtain 
peace,  and  it  had  been  denied  upon  terms  mutu- 
ally honorable.  From  that  moment  it  ceased  to 
be  a  party  war,  and  of  necessity  became  national. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  too  well  knew  the  party  with 
which  it  had  been  his  pride  and  happiness  to  act, 
to  doubt  oi  their  determining  to  bear  a  just  share 
of  the  sacrifices  to  be  incurred  in  defending  the 
honor  of  the  nation  in  a  war  that  becomes  just. 
Forgetting,  as  far  as  possible,  their  objections  to 
the  Admtutstration;  stifling  their  complaints  aa 
&r  as  might  be  against  the  party  that  supports  it; 
sacrificing  ail  minor  considerations;  endeavoring 
to  bury  in  oblivion  the  numerous  wrongs  infiicted 
upou  their  party;  omitting,  to  every  proper  ex- 
tent, a  retrospect  of  the  past,  and  looking  to  the 
present  and  the  future,  for  the  purpose  of  staunoh- 
ing  the  bleeding  wounds  of  their  country,  they 
would  stand  forth  in  this  her  hoiir  of  peril,  ia 
asserting  and  maintaining  her  established  rights 
and  honor.  Btit,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  while  we  have 
ever  been  ready  to  sacrifice  our  political  feeling 
upon  the  altar  of  our  country,  the  sacred  duty  we 
owe  to  it  will  require  of  us  never  to  cease  insist- 
ing on  a  reform  in  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  choice  of  honorable  and  enlight- 
ened men,  competent  to  conduct  iu  affairs  in  a 
crisis  so  awful.  Unfortunately  for  the  country, 
the  character  of  the  men  who  now  directed  iu 
destinies  was  not  of  this  description ;  nor  did  they 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  said  that  it  was 
not  necessary  for  him  on  this  occasion  to  reiterate 
the  sentiments  of  his  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Han- 
son.) His  friend,  he  was  confident,  had  expressed 
the  feelings  and  opinions  of  those  gentlemen  with 
whom  he  was  accustomed  to  act.  on  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  demands  ana  pretensions  of 
the  British  Gh)vernment,  as  developed  in  the  de- 
spatches just  read  to  the  House.  He  did  not  hesi- 
tate, in  the  fullest  manner,  to  declare,  that  those 
demands  and  pretensions  were  utterly  inadmissi- 
ble under  any  circumstances.  But,  Mr.  O.  said, 
while  he  made  this  declaration,  and  white  he  felt, 
in  common  with  all  gentlemen,  the  conviction 
that  there  could  be  but  one  sentiment  in  the 
nation,  as  to  the  necessity  of  resisting,  by  all  the 
means  in  our  powef,  the  unjust  and  arrogant 
claims  of  the  enemy,  he  felt  bound  to  remark, 
that  he  could  never  forget  by  whom  and  upon 
what  grounds  the  nation  had  been  involved  in 
this  war,  upon  the  issue  of  which  were  now  staked 
the  essential  righu  and  honor  of  the  country. 
The  character  given  by  the  enemy  to  the  war, 
had  put  at  hazard  these  ri|^hts  and  that  honor, 
and  they  must  now  be  vindicated  at  an  incalcu- 
lable expense  of  treasure  and  blood.    Mr.  O.  said 


888 


mSTORT  OF  GONGRBSS. 


884 


H.  OP  R. 


Eonon  to  the  Braoer-^LUirwnf  fir  Congre89. 


OCTOBSB,  1814, 


it  was  DOtorioas,  that,  at  the  commeDcemeiit  of 
the  war,  a  great  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
eooDtry  thought  it  rash  and  unnecessary.  If  the 
Administration  had  been  willing  to  make  peace 
on  terms  which  could  be  expected  to  unite  the 
approbation  of  the  nation,  they  must  have  been 
prepared  to  abandon  some  of  the  grounds  on 
which  it  had  been  declared.  Their  conduct  in 
the  late  negotiation  conld  not  be  properly  esti- 
mated until  the  instructions  to  our  Commission- 
ers are  laid  before  the  House.  This,  Mr.  O.  said, 
he  perceived  was  to  be  done.  It  would  then  ap- 
pear how  far  they  had  thought  it  important  to 
maintain  the  grounds  on  which  they  bad  deemed 
it  expedient  to  commence  a  war ;  the  conclusion 
of  which  was  not  now  within  their  control,  and 
appeared  to  be  removed  to  a  hopeless  distance. 

Mr.  O.  said,  it  was  indispensable  to  the  safety 
of  the  nation,  that  its  affairs,  at  this  awful  crisis, 
should  be  committed  to  the  management  of  men 
who  could  reasonably  be  expected  to  unite  the 
confidence  of  the  nation ;  and  who,  when  they 
had  compelled  the  enemy  to  abandon  his  unjust 
and  insulting  pretensions,  would  not  throw  new 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  peace,  by  setting  up  any 
unwarrantable  claims  on  our  part.  He  would 
tell  gentlemen  in  sober  earnestness,  that  a  war 
which,  to  be  successful,  must  be  wa^ed  by  the 
united  means  and  vigor  of  the  nation,  could 
never  be  conducted  to  an  honorable  issue  by  a 
fOTiy  Administration. 

Bnides  the  above  remarks  of  Mr.  Hanson  and 
Mr.  Oakley,  which  are  reported  with  critical 
eorreetness,  a  few  remarks  were  made  by  Mr. 
FoaaTTH.  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Wright,  of  Ma* 
rylaod^  the  first  acquiescing  in  Mr.  Hanson's 
motion,  and  the  second  approving  the  spirit  of 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  H.,  his  colleague. 

The  motion  to  print  teb  thousand  copies  was 
agreed  to. 

TuESOAT,  October  11. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
Abbaham  Habbroock,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat.  ^ 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  from  Peter 
Landais,  praying  to  be  paid  his  share  of  prize 
money  for  critish  vessels  captured  during  the 
Revolutionary  War  by  tbe  American  frigate 
the  Alliance,  under  his  command. — Laid  on  the 
table. 

HONORS  TO  THIS  BBAVB. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
naittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolutions  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  Vith  which  the  repu- 
tation or  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been 
sustained  by  Major  Generals  Brown,  Scott^  and 
Ghiinesj  and  Brigadier  General  Macomb.  These 
resolutions  were  yesterday  amended  in  commit- 
tee by  the  insertion  of  the  names  of  Generals  P. 
B.  Porter,  Rinley,  and  Miller.  These  amend- 
ments were,  after  considerable  debate,  confirmed 
by  the  House.  The  resolution  approbatory  of 
the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  Macomb  was 


also  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Shipbbrd, 

of  New  York,  bv  adding  thereto  the  names  of 
Major  General  Mooers  of  the  New  York  miittaa, 
and  Major  General  Strong  of  the  militia  of 
Vermont. 

The  resolutions  thus  amended,  were  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — Ayes  93. 

LIBRARY  FOR  CONGRESS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Li- 
brary Committee  of  Cunffress  to  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  the  library  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 

Tbe  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Samuel  H.  Smith, 
Esq.,  offering  the  library  to  Congress  on  their 
own  terms  and  their  own  time  of  payment,  to 
replace  in  some  degree  the  loss  sustained  in  this 
respect*  by  the  recent  invasion,  was  read.  The 
letter  states  that  the  collection  has  been  the  work 
of  fifty  years  and  of  great  care  and  attention  (and 
said  to  consist  of  ten  thousand  volumes) — a  col- 
lection which  he  had  designed,  at  /lis  death,  to 
have  offered  the  refusal  of  to  Congress— *bttt  this. 
intention,  the  letter  states,  is  hastened  by  the  re- 
cent eventsj  as  the  few  years  yet  left  to  him 
would  afford  him  but  a  barren  use  of  this  exten- 
sive and  valuable  library. — [For  which  letter  see 
Senate  Proceedings,  ante  page  24.] 

After  much  desultory  conversation,  as  to  the 
value  of  this  library,  the  nature  of  the  selection, 
^.,  the  Committee  rose  (in  order,  apparently,  to 
give  further  time  to  the  members  to  examine  the 
catalogue)  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

WfinNEBDAY,  October  12. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Con* 
mittee  of  Naval  Affairs,  reported  withoac  amend- 
ment the  resolution  from  tnc  Senate  in  honor  of 
Captain  Maedonough,  his  officers  and  crew ;  and 
they  were  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to* 
morrow. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  whieh 
the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States 
hAs  been  sustained  by  Generals  Brown,  Scott; 
Gaines,  Ripley,  and  Miller,  of  the  Army,  and 
General  P.  B.  Porter  of  the  New  York  militia, 
and  General  Macomb  of  the  Army,  were  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Oaklbt,  of  New  Yoric,  moved  to  reeom- 
mit  the  same  for  amendment  \  alleging,  as  a  rea* 
son  therefor,  that  the  amendmenu  which  had 
been  incorporated  in  the  resolutions  afforded  a 
strong  objection  to  their  passage. 

After  a  debate  of  about  two  hours,  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Oaklbt  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afiairs. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in* 
forming  the  House  that  they  had  passed  a  joint 
resolution  reUitive  to  tbe  capture  of  the  British 
sloop  of  war  L'Bpervier  by  the  Peacock;  which 
resolve  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs. 


385 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS- 


386 


OCTOBBR,  1814, 


Honor  to  the  Brave — Baiile  on  Lcike  Champlauu 


H.  OF  R. 


Th«  order  of  the  day  on  Mr.  Jackson's  motion 
to  amend  the  Constitution  having  been  called 
Qp^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  same  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

Tbubsoat,  October  13. 

Mr.  Eppbb,  of  Virginia,  ga?e  notice  that  he 
ahould  to-morrow  call  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  addilional 
taxes. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  called  np  the  re- 
port for  this  day,  but  the  House  overruled  his 
motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coopeb,  of  New  York,  a 
resolution  was )idopted,  instructing  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  make  a  report  to  the  House,  of  the 
claims  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  for 
moDeys  advanced  in  paying  the  expenses  of  the 
militia  of  any  State  or  Territory,  heretofore  called 
out  under  the  authority  of  such  State  or  Terri- 
tory, for  the  purpose  or  repelling  invasion  or  de- 
tendlng  it  from  the  incursion  of  the  enemy — 
specifying  what  calls,  if  any,  have  not  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
distinguishing  the  items  which,  under  existing 
laws,  may  be  adjusted  and  settled,  and  such  also 
as  cannot  be  settled  without  legislative  provision. 

HONOR  TO  THE  BRAVE. 

Mr.  Tboup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  the  resolotions,  yesterday  re- 
ferred to  them,  in  the  following  amended  form : 

^etohedy  by  the  Smote  and  House  of  Rqfresenta- 
Uvea  of  the  United  States  of  Atneriea  in  Congrese 
ataemiiedt  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  Major  General  Drown,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, ibr  their  gallantry  and  good  oondnct  in  the  suo- 
oeasive  batties  of  Ghippevra,  Niagara,  and  Erie,  in 
Upper  Canada,  in  whick  Briliab  veteran  troops  were 
bMten  and  repulsed  bv  equal  or  inferior  numbers,  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  emblematical  of  these 
triumphs,  and  presented  to  Major  General  Brown. 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  with 
auitabls  emblems  and  devices,  and  presented  to  Major 
General  8eott,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  Congress  of  his  distinguished  services  in  the 
successive  conflicts  of  Chippewa  and  Niagara,  and  of 
his  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  sustaining 
the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States. 

JRewioedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  silver  medals  to  be  struck,  with 
anitable  emblems  and  devices,  and  presented  to  Briga- 
dier General  Ripley,  Brigadier  General  Miller,  and 
Brigadier  General  Porter,  in  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  their  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  the  several  conflicts  of  Chippewa, 
Niagara,  and  Erisw 

JUtolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  Brigadier  General  Gaines,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  defeat- 
ing the  enemy  at  Erie,  on  the  lAth  of  August,  repelling 
with  great  slaughter  the  attack  of  a  British  veteran 
Idth  Coy.  3d  Sxss.— 13 


army  superior  in  numbers,  and  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal 
to  be  struck,  emblematical  of  this  triumph,  and  pre- 
sented to  Brigadier  General  Gaines. 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  Brigadier  General  Macomb, 
and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  oondnct  in  de- 
feating the  enemy  at  Plattsburg,  on  the  llth^o/  Sep- 
tember, repelling  with  1,500  men,  aided  by  a  body  of  . 
militia  and  volunteers  from  New  York  and  Vermont, 
a  British  veteran  army  grsatly  superior  in  number, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes  be  re- 
quested to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  emble- 
matical of  this  triumph,  and  presented  to  Brigadier 
General  Macomb. 

No  debate  took  place  on  this  report,  except  a 
few  words  on  the  subject  of  an  amendment  pro- 
posed  by  Mr.  Qholsom,  which  he  afterwards 
withdrew. 

The  report  was  accepted  without  opposition, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  and  last  time  to-* 
day.  [But,  before  it  could  be  engrossed  for  that 
purpose,  the  House  had  adjourned.] 

THE  BATTLE  ON  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  of 
Virginia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  resolutions  from  the  Senate,  ex- 
pressive of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  impor- 
tance and  brilliancy  of  the  decisive  victory  ob- 
tained by  Commodore  Thomas  Macdonough  and 
his  brave  officers  and  men. 
The  resolutions  having  been  read- 
Mr.  Plbasants,  of  Virginia,  said,  before  the 
question  was  taken  upon  the  resolutions,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee  a  few  remarks.  Whatever,  said 
he,  may  be  the  difference  of  opinion  among  us^  as 
to  the  manner  or  the  measure  of  approbation 
which  we  will  bestow  upon  our  land  officers  and 
soldiers,  I  believe  there  is  but  one  sentiment  as  to 
our  seamen.  Fortunately  for  our  country,  the 
occasions  of  just  and  honorable  eulogium  upon 
them  have  been  so  frequent,  that  the  practice  ia 
fully  settled,  the  precedents  completely  estab- 
lished. The  subject  of  the  resolutions  before  you, 
is  the  victorjr  obtained  by  Commodore  Macdon- 
ough and  his  gallant  comrades  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  over  a  superior  British  squadron,  on  the 
memorable  11th  of  September  last — a  victory  in 
itself  equal  to  any  one  which  has  been  achieved 
by  our  navy ;  in  its  consequences  certainly  sur- 
passed by  none.  A  view  of  the  relative  streneth 
of  the  two  squadrons  will  convince  us  that  this 
victory  was  in  itself  eoual  to  any  one  which  has 
preceded  it.  It  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  in 
almost  every  particular,  perhaps  in  every  one, 
the  advantage  was  on  the  side  of  the  enemy. 
The  action  was  commenced  by  him  in  the  fiiliest 
confidence  of  success.  He  chose  his  own  time ; 
be  took  his  own  distance ;  he  was  animated  by 
the  presence  of  a  great  army,  spectators  of  the 
contest.  He  was  stimulated  by  that  spirit  of 
emulation  which  never  ceases  to  exist  between 
the  Army  and  Navy.  He  had  every  reason  to 
believe  that,  upon  the  successful  issue  of  ihe  naval 
contest,  depended  the  successful  issue  qf  the  cam* 
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paigD.  Tbas  situated,  and  thus  wrought  upon 
by  motiyes  so  powerful,  be  would  probably  have 
been  successful  had  he  not  been  opposed  by  men 
actuated  by  feelings  of  a  character  somewhat  dif- 
ferent, but  perhaps  of  still  more  powerful  influ- 
ence. The  Americans  were,  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  fighting  for  their  country.  That  coun- 
try Was  likely  to  (all  under  one  of  the  severest 
scourges  to  which  any  country  can  be  exposed. 
The  City  of  Washington  had  just  before  fallen 
a  prey  to  the  invaders — there  was  good  reason  to 
believe  that  Baltimore  was  on  the  eve  of  destruc- 
tion— perhaps  destroyed.  The  determination  to 
lay  waste  and  destroy  all  the  assailable  parts  of 
our  country  had  been  announced  in  form.  A  fe- 
rocious determination,  sir !  Adopted,  we  are  as- 
sured, at  thfi  special  instance  of  the  Governor  of 
Canada.  A  combination  of  more  powerful  in- 
centives to  exertion  has  seldom  addressed  itself 
to  the  human  mind.  Under  its  influence  our 
'brave  countrymen  fought;  and  under  iu  influ- 
ence they  conquered.  The  consequences  of  their 
victory  are  known  to  all  united  America.  To 
recite  them  would  be  superfluous;  I  shall  not  un- 
dertake it,  sir.  All  I  ask  is,  and  I  ask  it  with 
pleasure,  because  I  am  sure  I  shall  receive  it^;  the 
undivided  sentiment  of  this  House  in  favor  of  the 
resolutions. 

NV>  opposition  or  amendment  being  made,  the 
resolutions  were  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading;  and  were  accordingly 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  by  an  unanimous 
TOte. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee to  wnom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
the  following  bill : 

A  bill  lor  the  temporary  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment from  the  City  of  Washington. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  RaprO' 
wentatkee  of  the  Vhited  States  of  America  in  Con- 
greet  aeeembkd.  That,  within  twenty  days  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  the  offices  attached  to 
the  Seat  of  the  GoTsmment  of  the  United  Sutes  shall 
be  removed,  under  the  direction  of  the  respective  hold- 
en  thereof  from  the  City  of  Washington  to ,  in 

tlie  State  of  — ~9  and  there  opened  for  the  transaction 
oif  public  business. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  within  the 
said  twenty  days,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 

act,  Congress  AM  adjourn  for days,  to  meet  at 

the  expiraUon  of  the  said  — -  days,  at ,  in  the 

State  of  — — ,  then  and  there  to  finish  the  session  of 
the  present  Congress. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  within  the 
said  twenty  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Seat 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall,  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  be  transfozred  to  the  said  —7^  in  the 
Stgle  of  — ,  and  shall  continue  and  remain  there, 
for  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Bntain,  and  until 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress 
after  the  termination  of  the  war  aforesaid. 

810. 4.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  such  removal,  the  sum  of 

thousand  dollars  is  hereby  q>propriated,  to  be  paid  out 


of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

Ssc.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  first 
session  of  Congress  to  be  held  after  the  termination  of 
the  present  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  shall  be  held  at  the  City  of  Washmgton,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which  place  the  public 
offices  attached  to  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  shall,  at  the  commencement  of  the  said 
session,  together  with  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  be  transferred ;  and,  from  and  after 
that  time,  shall  cease  to  be  held  or  exercised  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Forsyte,  of  Georgia,  having  objected  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill— 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  reject  the 
bill,  and  thereon  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  reason  he  assigned  for  it  was,  that  instead  of 
being  engaged  on  a  subject  of  this  kind,  the 
House  ought  to  be  engaged  in  matters  of  high 
importance,  in  which  the  destinies  of  the  nation 
are  involved.  He  would  call  the  attention  of 
gentlemen  to  the  despatches  from  Europe,  which, 
he  thought,  would  clearly  indicate  that  other  ob- 
jects than  this  ought  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  said  he  most 
sincerely  regretted  that  this  course  had  been  taken 
with  the  bill.  If  gentlemen  were  friends  to  this 
District,  if  they  wished  the  question  decided  in 
such  a  way  as  would  quiet  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District,  they  ought  to  refrain  from 
pushing  this  question  now,  when  many  were  ab- 
sent who  did  not  expect  it  to  come  on.  If,  when 
all  the  members  were  present,  there  should  appear 
to  be  a  majority  against  the  bill,  the  question 
would  be  fairly  settled ;  but  a  surprise  of  this  sort 
could  not  decide  it.  The  question  was  one,  he 
said,  of  trying  importance,  not  only  to  the  Dis- 
trict, but  to  other  parts  of  the  DatioB.  It  ought 
to  be  decided  by  a  full  vote.  Until  it  was  so  set* 
tied,  if  asainst  removal,  there  is  not  one  citisen 
who  ongni  to  have  confidence  in  the  permaneaee 
of  the  Seat  of  Government.  Gentlemen  ought 
to  deal  liberally,  and  let  the  business  take  the  usual 
course.  If  this  course  was  taken,  the  real  ques- 
tion would  not  be  decided,  but  would  be  subject 
to  continual  agitation. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB,  of  Georgia,  said,  so  far  as  he  was 
personally  concerned,  he  denied  the  imputation  of 
intending  to  obtain  a  vote  by  surprise ;  be  was  not 
operated  upon  by  any  such  consideration.  He 
was  not,  he  said,  peculiarly  a  friend  to  the  people 
of  this  District ;  it  was  not  on  their  account  he 
was  opposed  to  the  bilL  It  was  the  intrinsic  im- 
portance of  this  question  to  the  nation  at  large, 
that  demanded  his  attention.  It  was  necessary 
this  question  should  be  settled,  and  promptly  set- 
tled. He  had  no  idea  that  zmj  member  could  be 
taken  by  surprise,  and  he  was  indeed  surprised  at 
the  remark.  This  question  bad  been  amply  dis- 
cussed, and  there  was  nothing  to  be  said  on  the 
subject,  dbe.  By  referring  to  the  bill,  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  bill  could  not  possibly  pass,  and 
the  Seat  of  Government  be  removed  within  thirty 
days ;  before  which  time  the  season  would  afford 
ample  security  against  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 
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By  that  tioie  all  the  argumeots  which  had  heea 
urg«d  ioi  faror  of  a  removal  would  be  done  away 
by  the  rigor  of  the  season.  As  topersoaal  iacoa- 
TeniencefromsittiDg  here,  he  did  not  believe  any 
gentleman  could  or  would  be  influenced  by  mo« 
tives  of  that  character.  There  was  now  no  rea- 
son for  removal.  If  reasons  should  hereafter  oc- 
euri; it  would  be  then  time  enough  for  Congress 
to  remove. 

Mr.  Fibs,  of  New  York,  said  he  very  much  re« 
gretted  that  this  motion  had  been  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  The  principles 
(d  this  bill  had  been  more  than  once  before  the 
House,  who  had  decided  in  favor  of  the  removal  \ 
and  it  could  not  be  expected  they  were  now  pre- 
pared to  reject  the  hill.  The  exposure  of  this 
place  and  the  expense  of  sittiiM:  here  were  as 
great  now  as  they  had  been  before.  As  to  the 
argument  that  time  will  render  this  place  secure, 
Mr.  F.  said  be  would  answer  the  gentleman,  for 
the  enemy,  as  a  French  marshal  had  once  replied 
to  some  such  remark,  that  he  would  not  consult 
the  enemy  as  to  the  time  or  place  of  meeting  him. 
Mr.  F.  said  we  were  how  situated  four  hundred 
miles  from  the  most  important  seat  of  war,  with 
which  daily  and  expeditious  eommunieation  was 
all-imporiant,  as  well  to  the  facility  of  supplies 
as  to  the  combination  of  movement  and  action, 
4be.  The  increase  of  expense  thus  incurred,  he 
said,  amonnted  to  a  greater  sum  than  would  the 
cost  of  removal  of  the  public  offices  to  Philadel- 
phia or  New  York.  To  brave  all  the.4e  inconve- 
niences merely  in  consideration  of  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  District,  would  be  to  pervert 
the  Constitutional  provision  which  gives  Con- 
fess exclusive  legi«lat|Qn  over  the  pistrict,  and 
instead  of  that,  would  be  giving  to  the  District 
the  control  over  Congress.  Mr.  F.  said  he  viewed 
the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  this  District  with 
the  same  consideiation  as  he  did  those  of  all  other 
citizens;  but  they  had,  he  presumed,  too  much 
good  sense  and  patriotism  to  ask  Congress,  merely 
out  of  regard  to  their  personal  views,  to  compro- 
mit  the  natiottal  interests.  They  were  not  to  be 
ruined,  either,  by  a  permanent  removal ;  for  the 
bill  itself  prarioed  tor  tiie  return  of  Coogretss  to 
this  nUtee  after  the  war.  Congress  would  h|e 
equally  exj^s^,  and  require  the  same  expendi- 
ture for  theiff  priHeqtion,  a(  every  session  during 
the  war  as  they  were  now.  Qentiemen  had  said 
the  enemy  would  not  «ome  here  naW|  because 
they  couki  find  no  object.  It  hM  been  supposed 
that  the  enemy  conld  have  no  object  in  coming 
hece  before,  but  he  had  come.  Was  it  not  neces- 
sary, not  only  that  the  members  should  feel  thea^ 
selves  secure  from  personal  danger,  but  also  from 
fear  of  interraption  7  Should  not  the  creditors  of 
the  Government  be  satisfied  of  the  safety  of  Con- 
gress 1  And  when  we  speak  of  them,  said  Mr. 
F.,  let  us  not  pass  them  over  wUh  a  bare  men- 
tion. On  whom  must  we  rely  for  the  suppoit  of 
our  finances— for  the  siaews  to  carry  on  the  war? 
Where  are  the  moneyed  men?  Are  they  here? 
He  meant  by  this  no  invidious  distinctions.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Maoon) 
had  the  other  day  called  the  attention  of  the 


House  to  the  character  of  the  votes  for  removal, 
which  were  all  from  the  North  and  East — front 
the  moneyed  men  who  wielded  the  capital  of  the 
nation.  Let  gentlemen  reflect  that  these  men 
would  not  advance  their  money  with  the  same 
confidence  to  the  Qovernment  at  this  place  as  if 
it  were  removed.  This  was  the  explanation 
which  he  would  give  of  those  votes.  Was  it  not 
true  that  confidence  in  the  public  securities  had 
been  for  a  moment  withdrawn  on  the  oecupation 
of  ibe  city  by  the  enemy  ?  If  W9  have  not  now 
the  means  of  meeting  the  public  oreditofB,  if  we 
cannot  look  them  ia  the  faoe^  if.  by  a  tempomry 
removal  from  this  place,  we  can  Inlfil  ourengage- 
ments  and  redeem  the  public  fiiith,  which  womL 
be  violated  by  remaining  here,  Mr.  F.  asked  if 
they  oi^ht  not  to  remove  %  As  to  the  urgency 
of  more  important  business  to  prevent  the  con^ 
sideration  or  this,  Mr.  F.  siiid  this  complaint  was 
without  reason.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  Con- 
gress had  met  and  adjourned  a;  twelve  o^clock, 
oY  a  little  after,  every  day  during  the  present  ses- 
sion >  but  if  the  present  question  had  been  de* 
ferred  till  other  business  of  moment  was  prepared 
for  dtscussioa,  the  areun^eat  would  have  Been  en- 
titled to  some  weight.  At  present  no  business 
was  more  important  than  this;  and,  if  it  were 
not  so,  the  House  would  not  have  sanctioned  its 
diseaaaioo.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  not  pleased  at  the 
aausaal  eeitrse  proposed  to  be  purstied  in  relatioa 
to  this  bill.  He  had  oftea  heard  motions  for  the 
re|eeiion  of  k^ls,  but  never  knew  one  of  them 
successful.  Considering  the  history  and  charac- 
ter of  this  bill,  it  was  entitled  to  the  ordinary 
course  of  passing  to  a  second  and  third  reading. 
If,  on  a  fair  vote,  there  should  be  a  majority 
against  it,  let  there  be  an  end  of  the  question, 
not  for  this  moment  only,  but  during  the  war. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  rise 
to  discuss  this  question,  becaose  be  was  satisfied 
the  House  was  prepared  to  decide  on  it.  He 
rose  only  to  ask  the  gentleman  to  be  kind  enough 
to  answer  him  one  question.  The  faith  of  the 
nation  is  to  be  pledged  for  the  money  which  must 
be  obtained  for  the  support  of  Qovernment.  Will 
aot  the  pledge  to  be  ffiven  in  Washington  be  as 
valuable  as  any  which  could  be  given  in  Phila- 
delphia? Will  a  removal  increase  the  ability  of 
a  nation  to  meet  the  demands  against  it  ?  It  if 
not  so.  The  Qovernment  is  as  competent  to  all 
such  purposes  here  as  it  could  be  in  any  o^her 
city.  Mr.  N.  appealed  to  the  side  of  the  House 
on  which  he  sat.  We,  said  he,  are  the  majority; 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
vigor.  Your  army  now  wents  supplies:  the  mo- 
ment when  you  ought  to  vote  them,  a  bill  is  in- 
troduced calculated  to  set  everything  in  motion, 
and  we  know  not  where  and  when  Congress 
will  meet  again  if  it  passes.  If  the  public  inter- 
est thus  suffers,  the  responsibility  is  on  us,  and 
the  people  will  look  to  us  for  accountability  for 
all  the  evils  which  will  result  from  such  conduct. 

Mr.  Stockton,  after  desiring  a  call  of  the 
House,  (which  was  not  in  order,)  moved  an  ad- 
journmenti  and  called  the  yeas  and  naya  thereon, 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  laeiabers  were  absent. 
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The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  so  taken,  there 
were  for  adjournment  40,  against  it  103,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxA8-^M<«88r8.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachu- 
•etts,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Caldwell, 
Cilley,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Dana,  Davenport,  Ely, 
Geddea,  Grosvenor,  Httlbert,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
bland,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lovett,  Markell, 
M ofiit,  Moseley,  Ormsby,  John  Reed,  Sherwood,  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  New  York,  Stonford,  Stockton,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyellcs,  Desha,  Duvall, 
£ppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough,  Goodwin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerford,  Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr*  King 
of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts, 
Lewis,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  Milter, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Nevrton,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Rt>ane^  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Tannehiil,  Taylor,.TeUa]r,  Thompson,  Troup,  Udree, 
White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Stockton  then  said,  as  eight  or  nine  mem- 
hers  appeared  to  be  absent,  be  should  move  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  till 
to-morrow. 

Oo  this  motion  Mr.  Rhea  required  the  previ- 
ous question,  which  was  not  sanctioned  by  a 
sufficient  number  to  take  it. 

Mr.  McKfiB,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Gaston,  of 
North  Carolina,  though  both  opposed  to  the  bill, 
favored  the  postponement,  from  motives  of  liber- 
ality, and  also  from  a  dislike  to  what  might  by 
the  absentees  and  others  be  deemed  an  unfair 
mode  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  of 
Gkorgia,  opposed  postponement,  on  the  ground 
that  the  bill  had  been  already  sufficiently  debated 
and  ought  by  this  time  to  be  well  understood, 
and  also  on  the  ground  that  there  was  now  more 
than  an  usual  number  of  members  present,  and 
probably  more  than  there  would  be  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Grosvenob  disclaimed  any  intention  to 
impute  improper  motives  to  gentlemen  by  the 
expression  that  this  was  a  surprise.  He  merely 
meant  to  say  that  such  would  be  the  effect  of 
now  taking  the  question. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  for  the  same  rea- 
sons assigned  by  other  gentlemen,  was  in  favor 
of  postponement.  He  had  no  doubt  the  final  de- 
cision would  be  in  favor  of  remaining  here.  He 
hoped  the  final  question  would  be  tal^en  to-mor- 
row. He  was  not  willing  any  longer  to  suspend 
the  people  of  the  city  by  the  eyelids.  Even  the 
savages  destroy  their  victim  the  same  day  they 
begin  to  inflict  the  deathly  tortures  on  him.    He 


hoped  the  decision  would  then  put  eternally  to 
rest  the  question  of  removal,  and  that  this  city, 
established  by  Washington,  will  never  be  broken 
up  on  the  pretence  that  moneyed  men  would  not 
lend  their  money  here.  Mr.  W.  said,  if  there 
were  men  who  would  act  in  this  local  manner, 
he  did  not  desire  their  aid.  The  violation  of 
public  faith  in  even  a  temporary  removal,  under 
present  circumstances,  would  injure  the  public 
credit  infinitely  more  than  a  removal  to  any 
Northern  city  would  strengthen  it.  Every  man 
must  see  the  situation  of  the  country;  every  part 
of  the  Atlantic  borders  alike  exposed  to  attack. 
But  we  should  never  have  had  a  country  to  de- 
fend, if  our  ancestors  had  been  appalled  ny  dan- 
ger— ^and  danger  so  much  greater  than  now,  that 
living  here  was  consider^  next  to  death,  and 
was  inflicted  by  the  British  Government  as  a 
punishment  in  commutation  of  that  of  death. 
He  saw  no  inconvenience  to  Congress  from  sit- 
ting here.  He  liked  the  room  in  which  the  House 
sat  better  than  the  old  hall,  for  every  member 
might  now  be  heard  without  extending:  his  voice 
to  that  of  a  Stentor.  Having  been  indisposed 
when  this  subject  originally  came  before  the 
House,  he  had  thought  it  his  dutjr  to  make  these 
remarks.  Gentlemen  had  said,  if  the  Govern- 
ment went  from  thia  place  there  would  be  no 
inducement  to  the  enemy  to  come  here.  The 
enemy  had  already  gone  from  the  Chesapeake, 
burnt  their  barrack  on  Tangiers  island,  indicating 
no  intention  to  return  at  present.  Although  the 
enemv  had  been  successful  at  this  place,  he  had 
met  the  rubbers  above,  and  he  hoped  be  would 
again  wherever  he  attempted  to  land ;  and  would 
be  universally  beaten,  if  all  Americans  would 
now,  as  they  ought,  unite  against  the  evil  doers, 
and  if  every  man  in  the  country  whose  aid  was 
worth  having  would,  as  he  believed  they  would, 
aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  to-morrow  relieve  the  citizens  from 
the  groundless  fears  of  removal.  He  knew,  he 
said,  that  this  place  was  as  secure  as  Philadel- 
phia, and  more  so,  and  less  assailable  by  the 
enemy.  The  enemy  might  occupy  anj  point  to 
which  they  would  bend  their  whole  force,  and 
Philadelphia  as  easily  as  any  other.  They  had 
much  less  inducement  to  come  here  than  to  go 
there.  And  why,  said  Mr.  W.,  act  the  part 
contemplated  by  the  bill?  We  have  reprobated 
France  and  Great  Britain  for  retaliating  on  us 
the  injuries  they  received  from  each  other— ^nd 
shall  we  now  imitate  them,  and  retaliate  on  the 
people  interested  in  the  permanence  of  the  Gor- 
ernment  here,  for  the  injuries  we  a\id  they  hare 
sustained  from  the  enemy?  It  is  a  poor  reason, 
because  the  enemy  has  destroyed  the  public  pro- 
perty, that  we  should  destroy  the  private.  It  the 
Government  once  removed  hence,  he  was  confi- 
dent the  same  influence  would  prevent  its  return. 
Mr.  Rhea  said  he  was  anxious  to  see  this  ques- 
tion at  rest,  and  would,  therefore,  make  a  motion 
to  supersede  that  now  before  the  House,  and  give 
gentlemen  as  much  procrastination  as  the  most 
anxious  for  that  course  could  desire.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  postpone  indefinitely  (tantamount 
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to  a  motion  to  reject)  the  bill.    He  bad  no  other 
object  in  view  than  to  ^et  rid  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  then  made 
«  motion  (superseding  all  the  others)  that  the 
bill  and  all  the  motions  should  lie  on  the  table ; 
vhich  motion  was  agreed  to,  yeas  94. 

Fbidat,  October  14. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massachu- 
setts, James  Parker;  and  from  Virginia,  James 
Johnson,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  presented,  for  the  third 
time,  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Forrest,  praying 
compensation  for  the  detention,  6ce.j  by  the  Span- 
ish Gorernment,  of  a  vessel  chartered  by  him  to 
the  Gk>Ternmenc  to  convey  flour  to  the  people  of 
Caraccas. — Referred. 

Before  any  further  business  was  done,  a  Mes- 
sage was  received  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  transmitting  a  number  of  documents ; 
on  opening  which,  the  Speaker  ordered  stran- 
gers to  be  excluded  the  House.  The  doors  re- 
mained closed  until  half  past  two  o'clock.  When 
they  were  again  opened,  it  appeared  that  the 
Message  embraced  the  instructions  to  our  Minis- 
ters now  in  Europe,  which  the  President  an- 
noQDced  his  intention  to  communicate  to  Con- 
gress. They  were^  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
passages  deemed  improper  for  publication,  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  resolatiooa  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
l^ress  in  relation  to  the  achievements  of  oar  mil* 
ttary  heroes  in  the  Northern  campaign  of  the 
present  year,  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  given  no- 
tice that  he  would  call  up  the  tax  report  to  day. 
The  Committee^  however,  now  expected  a  report 
from  the  Treasury,  iniimately  connected  with  the 
subject,  and  had  therefore  instructed  him.to  move 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject to  Monday  next ;  and  it  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  LewiS|  of  Virginia,  having  called  up  the 
bill  for  a  temporary  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Qov* 
ernment— ^ 

Mr.  Grosvbnor,  of  New  York,  assigned  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  as  a  reason  for  moving  an 
adjournment;  which  motion  was  adopted  ny  a 
vote  oi  76  to  69;  and,  by  adjournment,  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  October  15. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, Daniel  Wbsstbr  ;  and  from  Connecticut, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Tennessee,  New- 
ton Cannon,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  tne  resignation  of  Felix  Grundy,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting, in  pursoaoee  of  a  resolution  of  the  10th 
instant,  statemenu  of  the  leturns  of  the  direct 


tax  and  internal  duties  established  by  the  several 
acts  passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  present  Con- 
gress; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Naval 
Committee,, reported,  without  amendment,  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate,  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  Congress  relative  to  the  victory  of  the  Pea- 
cock over  the  Eper?ier;  and  it  was  referred  to  a 
KJommittee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
capture  of  this  city  by  the  enemy,  after  detailing 
their  proceedings  and  their  determination  to  bring 
it  to  as  speedy  a  result  as  possible,  moved  for 
leave  to  sit  on  Tuesday  next  during  the  sitting  of 
the  House. — Granted. 

Mr.  BuRWBLL,  of  Virginia,  laid  upon  the  table 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
lay  before  the  House  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the 
Arm^,  the  places  where  they  are  stationed,  distin- 
guishing those  engaored  in  recruiting,  the  number 
of  men  enlisted  by  these  officers  since  the  increase 
of  bounty,  and  also  what  sums  have  been  paid  for 
that  purpose.  This  resolution  he  did  not  call  up 
for  consideration  to-day. 

RETALIATING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  said  it  would 
be  recollected  the  President,  in  bis  Message  to 
Congress,  at  the  last  session,  informed  the  ifouse 
that  the  commanding  General  of  the  Canadas 
had  selected  a  number  of  American  prisoners  of 
war,  and  sent  them  over  to  England  in  close  con- 
finement ;  and  that,  on  that  act,  a  system  of  retal- 
iation had  been  commenced.  It  would  be  recoN 
lected  also  that,  towards  the  close  of  the  session, 
in  consequence  of  a  resolution  passed  b)[  the  Sea- 
ate,  a  statement  was  given  of  the  situation  of  the 
prisoners  sent  to  England,  and  of  those  who,  as 
hostages,  had  been  confined  on  either  side.  Maaj 
publications  since  made  in  the  public  prints  tena- 
ed' to  show  that  the  difficulty  on  this  head  had 
been  settled^how,  was  not  known.  He  deemed 
it  all  important  that  the  public  should  know  on 
what  principles  it  had  been  settled.  With  that 
view,  ne  ofiered  the  following  resolution: 

Reaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutee 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  ii^  in  his  opinion^ 
it  will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  welfare^  all 
commanicatioDS  to  or  from  the  Government  of  Eng- 
land, or  her  officers  or  agents,  not  heretofore  commu- 
nicated, relative  to  the  commencement  and  progress  of 
any  acts  or  system  of  retaliation  founded  upon,  or  pro- 
duced by,  the  conduct  of  the  British  commander  in 
Canada,  '*  in  selecting  and  sending  to  Great  Britain^ 
for  trial  as  criminals,  a  number  of  individuals"  taken 
prisoners  of  war  from  the  American  Army ;  also,  any 
evidence  he  may  have  in  hie  possesaion  relative  to  the 
present  conditions  of  such  individuals. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
opposition,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  present 
the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

REMOVAL  OP  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 
Mr.  Lbwis,  of  Virginia,  called  op  for  consider- 
ation the  bill  for  the  temporary  removal  of  the 
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Seat  of  Goveninieai:  from  tbe  City  of  Wasb- 

iofftOQ. 

The  question  for  rejection  of  the  bill  eame  first 
in  order,  and  was  stated  from  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and 
atated  the  reasons  why,  though  he  should  even- 
tually vote  against  the  bill,  he  should  now  vote 
against  the  rejection  of  it. 

Mr.  Rhba,  of  TennesseCi  replied  to  some  of 
those  reasons.  .< 

The  question  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill  was 
then  put  and  negatived,  by  the  following  vote: 
For  toe  rejection  7$,  against  it,  70,  as  follows : 

ITkas— Messrs.  ATcher,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bar- 
nett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Borweli,  Cannon, 
Chap{>eU,  Ciopton,  Comatock,  Crawford,  Cnlpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evana,  Fisk  of  Yeitnont, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Goldsboroogb,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson,  Har- 
ns,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryhmd,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina, Lefierts,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy, 
MdSee,  McKim,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Binggold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  StuMrt,  Tel&if,  Troup,  White,  Wil- 
aon  of  Pennsylvania*  Wright,  and  Ifancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cilley,  Clark,  Condict, 
Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Pennsi^vania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely. 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Gourdin, 
Grosvenor,  Hasorouck,  Hulbeit,  IngersoU,  Irwin,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kmg  of  Mas- 
•aehusetts.  Law,  Lovett,  Lyle,  MarkeH,  Miller,  Moffit, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Bich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood, 
Skipberd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
8tockton,Stuiges,Taggmrt,Taniiehill,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
aoD,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of 
New  Jorsey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
House  immediately  resolved  itself  into  a  Com^ 
nittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill,  it  having 
been  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-day,  in 
preference  to  Monday,  by  a  majority  of  86  to  65 
rotes. 

Mr.  FtSKjOf  New  York,  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
for  the  place  of  removal  with  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  nil  it  with 
Georgetown. 

Mr.  Lewi8^  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky, 
woke  against  the  insertion  of  Philadelphia,  and 
fir.  PiOKSiiiiio  in  favor  of  it. 

The  motion  to  ineert  Philadelphia  was  asreed 
to  by  a  large  majority ;  and  the  other  blanks  in 
the  bill  were  filled  up. 

Mr»  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  insert 
the  following  section  as  an  amendment  to  the 
blU: 

*^Amd  be  it  fitrther  tnadtd.  That  the  annual  sum 
atf  ane  hundfad  thouaaad  doUais  be,  and  is  hefsby,  ^ 


propriated,  for  the  term  of  five  years*  to  be  applied^ 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales^  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  within  the 
city  of  Washington,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  States,  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  the  several  Departments  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  that  the  same  shau  be  paid  annually  to  the 
order  or  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.'' 

After  much  interesting  debate  this  motion  was 
agreed  to,  ayes  95. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with 
the  amendments,  which  were  also  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

And  the  Question  was  then  put,  '^  Sha^U  the  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  timel"  and  de- 
cided as  follows : 

Yb AS-— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas* 
sachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig^ 
ham,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Champion*  Cilley, 
Clark,  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Deno* 
yelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely,  Fiik  of  New  York,  Ged- 
des, Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hasbrouck,  Hulbert,  Inger- 
soU, Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  'Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Markell^ 
Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Beed,  fiea  of  Penn- 
sylvania.  Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Sherwood,  Shipherd,  l^inner,  Smith  of  New  York» 
Stockton,  Sturge8,Tagg«rt,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udies^ 
Yose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jeieey, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Wintei^74. 

NATs-^Messn.  Archer,  Avery,  Bezbour,  Bard,  Bar* 
nett,  Bayly  of  Yurginia,  Bowen,  Burwell^  Cannon* 
CfaappelU  Ciopton,  Comstock,  Craw£>rd,  Cnlpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Fanow,  Find* 
ley,  Fisk  of  Yermont,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gas* 
ton,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough,  Goodwrn,  (hif- 
fin.  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungeribrd,  Ir* 
▼ing,  Jackson  of  Yirginia,  Johnson  of  Yirginia,  John* 
son  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Manrland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,'  King  of  North  Carolina,  Le&rts,  Lewis, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Par- 
ker, Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Ringgold,  Hoane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Yirginia,  StaRf((»d,  Strong,  Stuart,  Tannehill,  Telihir, 
Troup,  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey — 88. 

^Absent  on  tki$  vote. — Mr.  Anderson,  from  indispo- 
sitjon ;  Messrs.  Caperton,  Ingham,  Murfree,  on  leave ; 
Messrs.  Breekenridge,  Calhoun,  Davis  of  Massachu- 
setts, Hale,  Hopkins  of  New  York,  Howell,  Kilboam, 
Reed,  Ridgely,  Shefiey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tall- 
madge,  Williami^  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wood, 
who  have  not  attended  at  the  present  session.] 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  bill  should 
not  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  in  other 
words,  that  it  should  be  rejected. 


MoRDAT,  October  17. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massachu- 
setts, John  Wil8on,  and  from  Pennsylvania, 
Isaac  Smith,  appeared  and  look  their  seats. 

Mr.  WntoaT,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  peti* 
tion  of  Thomas  Bruff,  inventor  of  the  method  oi 
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maniifsctaring  baliets  and  shot  b^  compreision, 
statiDg  the  destruction  of  certain  of  his  machiQery 
proposed  to  have  been  conaected  with  the  steam- 
eikgine  belonfring  to  the  late  nairy  yard  in  this 
city,  and  praying  that  Congress  will  take  his 
case  into  consideration.-— Referred  to  a  select 
oomraittee. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Captain  Aiez- 
ander  Sevier,  praying  remuneration  for  certain 
losses  sustained  in  the  public  serrice,  admitting 
the  equity  of  his  claim,  but  recommending  a  re- 
jection of  it  on  general  legal  priociplec. — Laid  on 
the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  petitioner  is  a  Lieatenant  of  Marines  in  the 
snnee  of  the  United  States.  On  the  16th  October, 
IBIS,  he  was  ordered  to  go  firora  Washington  City  to 
the  encampBMnt  near  St  Angustine,  in  East  Florida ; 
and  on  his  way  to  that  place,  near  Occoquan,  his  trunk 
was  eat  off  the  carriage  in  which  he  was,  and  robbed, 
as  he  statee,  of  9^00  in  bank  notes,  and  a  check  drawn 
in  fiiw>r  of  the  petitioner  on  the  Dank  of  Petersburg 
ior  fSOO,  and  all  his  military  dolhes.  It  is  stated  in 
the  peCitioa  that  -nearly  one-half  t>f  the  money  belonged 
to  the  United'States,  having  been  advanced  to  him  for 
pubfic  serviee.  The  petitioner  asks  to  be  remunerated 
for  the  money  lost,  and*  compensated  for  the  apparel. 

The  petition,  was  before  the  Committee  of  Claims  at 
the  last  aeasion  of  Congress ;  the  committee  were  then 
of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  was  not  entitled  to  relief ; 
the  present  Committee  ofXlaiffls  accord  with  that 
opinion.  In  this  case  there  is  no  satisftietory  evidence 
of  the  lose  of  the  property ;  in  all  cases  the  kind  of  evi- 
dence of  that  fact  should  be  dear,  podtive,  and  unin- 
lerssted.  The  committee,  however,  are  of  o^nnion  that, 
taking  the  claim  in  its  g^atest  latitude  as  related  in 
the  petition,  sound  policy  requires  that  it  should  be  re- 
jected. When  a  public  agent  or  officer  receives  money 
of  the  Government,  he  should  keep  it  safe.  There  are 
Init  lew  cases  in  which  he  should  be  exonerated  of  his 
aooonntabilt^ ;  it  is  not  believed  this  is  a  case  of  that 
deseriptton*  They  therefore  recommend  to  the  House 
tht  following  resdtttion : 

JUsohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  motion  to 
print  two  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  in- 
structions 10  our  Ministers  to  ireat  of  peace  in 
Europe. 

Mr,  GfioavfiNOR,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  said  motion  so  as  to  print  these  instructions 
entire,  as  received  from  the  President,  (that  is, 
inciuding  the  few  passages  not  deemed  proper  for 
publication.) 

The  Speaker  feeling  a  difficulty  in  receiving 
this  motion  under  present  circumstances — 

Mr.  Grosvenor  required  the  galleries  to  be 
cleared,  and  strangers  were  excluded  accordingly. 

The  doors  remained  closed  for  two  hours ;  when 
they  were  again  opened,  it  appeared  that  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Grosvenor  was  rejected,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Jackson  was  agreed  to. 

MR.  lEFFERSON'S  LIBRARY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Lewis  in  the  Chair,  on  the  reso- 


lution fion  the  Senate  authorizing  the  Librarf 
Committee  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  Mxk. 
Jefferson's  library. 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  moved  so  toamm^ 
the  resolution  as  to  leave  it  open  to  the  Library 
Committee  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  a  b- 
brary  for  the  use  of  Congress. 

On  this  n%otion  considerable  desultory  debate 
took  place ;  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  library 
being  opposed  by  Messrs.  Oaklet,  John  Reed,  and 
Grosvenor,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Wright, 
Setbert,  Robertson,  Hawkins,  and  Forsttb. 

The  objections  to  the  purchase  were  generally 
its  extent^  the  cost  of  the  purchase,  the  nature  of 
the  selection,  embracing  too  many  works  in  for- 
eign languages,  some  of  too  philosophical  a  char- 
acter, and  some  otherwise  objectionable.  Of  the 
first  description,  exception  Was  taken  to  Voltaire'^ 
works,  dbc.,  and  of  the  other  to  Callender's  Pros- 
pect Before  Us. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  who  advocated  the 
purchase  proposed  to  be  made,  contended  that  so 
valuable  a  library,  one  so  admirably  calculated 
for  the  substratum  of  a  great  national  library,  was 
not  to  be  obtained  in  the  United  States  ;  and  that, 
although  there  might  be  some  works  to  which 
gentlemen  mi^ht  take  exception,  there  were  others 
of  very  opposite  character;  that  this,  besides,  was 
no  reason  against  the  purchase,  because  in  every 
library  of  value  might  be  found' some  books  to 
which  exceptions  would  be  taken,  according  to 
the  feelings  or  prejudices  of  those  who  uxammai 
them. 

Mr.  Oaklet's  motion  was  negatived  by  the 
following  vote— For  the  amendment  53,  against 
it  87. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  repotted  the  re»« 
olution  to  the  House,  who  took  it  up. 

Mr.  KiNU,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  ameadf 
the  resolution  by  limiting  the  power  of  the  eom«^ 
mittee  to  the  purchase  ofsuch  parts  of  the  library 
as  they  should  deem  suitable  to  the  purpose. 

[Mr.  Jefferson^  in  his  letter  on  the  subject  to 
Mr.  Smith,  decUoes  disposing  of  a  part  without 
the  whole  of  his  library.] 

After  some  discussion,  the  question  on  this  pro- 
posed amendment  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 
by  the  following  vote— For  the  amendment  47, 
against  it  91.  as  follows: 

rBAs^Messra.  Bayliea  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelew, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bfigham,  Champion,  Gilley,  CoopWr 
Cox,  Calpeper,  Dairenport,  Ely,  Farrow,  Geddss» 
Goldsborougb,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Jackson  of  Rhodu 
Island,  ]Cing  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley » Pearson,  Fickc, 
ering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schure-' 
man,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stock-' 
ton,  Sturges,  Vosc,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  sad 
Winter. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery,* 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Can* 
non,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,  Gonard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Benoyelles,^ 
Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  FIsk 
of  New  Yotk,  Forney,  Fofiyth,  Franklin,  CWton,- 
GMiolson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grifta,  HaUf' 
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Harris,  Hubronck,  HawM,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tnckj,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hulbcrt, 
Inring,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Ken,  Kershaw,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Onnsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  John  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  then  mo?ed 
•to  amend  the  bill  by  UmitiDg  the  price  to  be 
.given  for  the  whole  of  the  library  to  twenty-five 
-ihousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  CaroliDa,  moved  to 
ipostpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
40  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
vesolutioD,  and  the  last  motion  together  with  it, 
oa  the  table. — Negatived. 

Mr.  Stanford's  motion  was  then  also  nega- 
tived. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  demanded  on 
Mr.  Read's  motion,  before  mentioned,  after  far- 
ther discussion,  the  House  adjourned  without  de- 
ciding the  same. 

.  Tuesday,  October  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachosetto, 
William  Reed,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  MoKiM  presented  a  petition  of  Daniel  Ren- 
Ber  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  rope  makers  in  the 
Cttj  of  Washington,  praying  compensation  for 
their  wrought  and  un wrought  materials,  which 
were  consumed  by  fire,  by  order  of  the  enemy,  on 
the  25th  of  August  last,  and  which  thev  were 
prevented  from  previously  removing  to  a  place  of 
safety  by  tbe  impressment  of  their  vehicles  of 
transportation  into  the  public  service.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  Alexandria, 
stating  their  indignant  surprise  at  the  slanders  in 
eireulatton  respecting  that  city,  and  praying  a 
full  and  fair  examination  by  Congress  of  their 
conduct  during  the  late  visit  of  the  enemy  to  that 
town.    The  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
committee  of  investigation  appointed  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  which  motion,  after  some  desultory  conver- 
sation, was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stanford,  from  the  Committee  of  Revi- 
sal  and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report,  in 
part :  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AflEairs,  reported  a  bill  directing  the  staflT  officers 
of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
naval  and  marine  officers,  in  certain  cases ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Pleasants  aLo  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  seamen, 
under  the  command  of  Joshua  Barney ;  which 


was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

JUDICIARY  OF  INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legis* 
lature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  that  a 
law  may  be  passed  requiring  the  presence  of  two 
judges  to  hold  courts;  and  that  the  duties  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  for  said  Territory  may 
be  more  clearly  defined. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 
To  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representstivss  of  the 

United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memorial 

of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory  hnmblj 

showeth : 

That,  by  a  law  of  Congress,  one  of  the  Judges,  ap* 
pointed  by  virtue  of  the  ordinance  for  the  government 
of  this  Territory,  is  authorized  to  hold  a  court.  Thus, 
one  of  the  judges  being  competent  to  hold  a  courts 
may  decide  a  principle^  or  a  point  of  law*  at  one  term, 
and,  at  the  next  term,  if  the  other  two  judges  are  pres- 
ent, they  may  decide  the  same  principle  or  point  of 
law  difiisrent.  Thus  the  decisions  of  the  superior  oourt* 
organized,  we  presume,  by  the  General  Government, 
finally  to  settle  in  anif»rmity  the  principles  of  law  and 
ftct,  which  may  be  brought  before  them^iT  the  suitor, 
may  be,  and  frequently  are,  in  a  state  of  fluctuation; 
hence  the  rights  of  persons  and  propertv  become  inse* 
cure.  There  is  another  evil,  growing  out  of  the  system, 
of  one  judge  being  competent  to  hold  the  superior  oourt, 
or  that  court  which  forms  the  last  resort  of  the  suitor 
in  any  Government,  and  particnlariy  in  the  Territory ; 
for  appMls  are  taken  ftom  all  the  courts  of  inferior 
jurisdiction  in  the  Territory,  to  the  ooort  organised  by 
the  ordinance,  which  inferior  courts  are  never  consti- 
tnted  of  less  than  two  judges.  Thus  the  suitor  In  the 
Territory  is  frequently  driven  to  the  neoeastty  of  ap* 
pealing  from  the  judgment  of  two  men  to  that  of  one ; 
but  this  dilemma  only  constitates  part  of  the  solecism 
for  the  next  superior  court,  as  the  other  two  judges 
may  overturn  the  principles  of  the  decision  of  thw 
brother  judge  at  the  preceding  term.  Henoe  the  want 
of  uniformity  in  the  decisions  of  the  court  of  tiie  last 
resort  Anger  and  warmth  in  the  suitors,  and  a  con- 
fusion in  our  ^jaUm  of  jurisprudence,  is  the  result 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  further  to  suggest  the 
propriety  end  necessi^  of  defining,  with  mors  preds- 
lon,  the  duties  of  the  judges  appointed  by  virtue  of  the 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory.  The 
ordinance  says  there  shall  be  a  court  to  consist  of  three 
judges,  who  shall  have  a  common  law  jurisdicUon. 
The  same  instrument  points  out  the  way  a  Legislature 
may  be  organized ;  but  in  no  part  does  the  ordinance 
expressly  delegate  to  the  Legislature  the  power  of  reg« 
ulating  when  and  where  the  superior  courts  are  to  be 
held,  or  the  manner  how  they  are  to  do  business.  This 
power,  by  a  kind  of  common  consent  of  the  judges,  the 
Legislature  have  sssumed  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  as  the  ordinance  creating  the  courts  leaves  it 
afloat,  without  identifying  either  the  time  when,  the 
place  where,  or  the  manner  how,  tbis  court  is  to  oxer^ 
cise  their  jurisdiction.  Agsin,  it  would  be  desirable 
that  Congress  would  define  the  jurisdiction  of  the  su- 
perior court.  We  presume  that  it  is  a  sound  rule  for 
the  construction  of  a  constitution  or  a  law,  that  it  must 
be  construed  from  the  face  of  it,  and  net  travel  to  the 
history  of  other  times  and  other  Governments  in  search 
of  the  meaning  of  our  ordinance,  or  any  act  of  Con- 
gress.   We  beg  leave  lo  suggest  the  propriety  of  point- 
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ing  out,  bj  law,  what  oomaioii  law  the  ordiaaiica  rafon 
to,  whether  the  oommon  law  of  Eagland,  or  Franee,  qt 
of  ^e  Territorjr  over  which  the  ordinaiiee  ie  the  con- 
stitQtioii.  If  It  AofM  he  determined  that,  bj  the  ex- 
pieMion  of  the  ordinance,  a  common  law  jurisdiction 
ahonid  be  located  on  the  common  law  of  England,  it  is 
enonMiil  to  define  to  what  extent  of  that  common  law 
the  judges  shall  take  cognisance ;  whether  the  whole 
extent  of  iendal  and  gofhic  coatoms  of  England; 
whether  the  customs,  or  unwritten  law  shall  be  taken 
with  the  statute  law,  and  that  to  form  the  common  law 
to  goTem  the  judges ;  or  whether  the  unwritten  and 
statute  law  is  to  be  taken  in  contradistinction  to  the 
laws,  customs,  and  rules  of  chanceiy ;  or  whether  it 
includes  that  law  which  is  common  to  alL  By  Con« 
grssB  defining  the  powers  of  the  court,  and  not  leaving 
them  at  sea  without  compass  or  chart  to  exercise  their 
power  of  judicial  legislation,  as  drcnmstanoes  may 
arise,  or  ptssion  or  inteiest  dictate,  hj  defining  the 
powers  of  the  Legislature  and  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
that  ooiUrion  and  jarring  which  mi^t  arise  between 
those  two  bodies  would  be  htrmonixed. 

Tour  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  you.  would 
repeal  the  law  first  herein  alluded  to,  and  nmke  two  of 
the  judgeo  hold  the  court,  and  define  more  specifically 
the  datiea  of  that  oourt. 

WILLIAM  HENDBICK8, 
^  of  ike  Honttof  BapfumUaitee* 
JE88E  L.  HOLMAN, 

PreMuU  of  the  CouneiL 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

TREA8nRY  REPORT. 

Mr.  EppbS}  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  laid  before  the  House  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  chairman  of  that  committee  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  subject  of  main* 
tminiog  unimpaired  the  public  credit,  together 
with  the  anawer  of  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treasury 
thereto;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meane  on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  our  finances. 

The  Letter  and  Report  are  as  follows : 

Sib  :  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  had 
under  their  consideration  the  support  of  public  credit 
by  a  syitem  of  taxaUon  more  extended  than  the  one 
heretofore  adopted.  They  have  determined  to  suspend 
piooeeding  on  their  report  at  present  before  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  a  view  to  aflbrd  you  an  oppor^ 
toni^  of  suggesting  another,  or  aach  additional  pro- 
Yiaiona  as  may  be  necessaiy  to  leriTe  and  maintain 
unimpaired  the  public  credit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dte. 

JOHN  W.  EPPE8. 

Hon.  Mr.  Daixas, 

Secretary  of  the  TVeaeury. 

Tbsasvbt  BuABTXxirr,  Oct.  17, 1814. 
8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  14th  instant,  and,  aware  of  the 
necessity  for  an  early  inteiposition  of  Congress  on  the 
subject  to  which  it  relates,  I  proceed,  at  the  moment 
of  entering  upon  the  duties  of  office,  to  ofier  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
an  answer  on  the  several  points  of  inquiiy. 


Contemplating  the  present  state  of  the  finances,  it  is 
obvious  that  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  a  depie- 
ciation  in  the  public  credit,  exist  Irom  causes  which 
cannot  in  any  degree  be  ascribed,  either  to  the  want 
of  resources,  or  to  the  want  of  integrity  in  the  nation* 
Dififorent  minda  will  conceive  difierent  opinions  in  re- 
lation to  flome  of  those  causes ;  but  it  will  be  agreed 
on  all  sides,  that  the  moat  operative  have  been  the  in« 
adequacy  of  our  system  of  taxation  to  fonn  a  founda* 
dation  for  public  credit ;  and  the  absence  even  from 
that  system  of  the  means  which  are  best  adapted  to 
anticipate,  collect,  and  distribute  the  public  revenue. 

The  wealth  of  the  nation,  in  the  value  and  products 
of  its  soil,  in  all  the  acquisitions  of  personal  property, 
in  all  the  varieties  ofindustry,  remains  almost  untouched 
by  the  hand  of  Government ;  for  the  national  fitith,  and 
net  the  national  wealth,  has  hitherto  been  the  principal 
instrument  of  finance.  It  was  reasonable,  however,  to 
expect,  that  a  period  must  occur  in  the  course  of  a 
protracted  war,  when  confidence  in  the  accumulating 
public  engagements  could  only  be  secured  by  an  active 
demonstration,  both  of  the  capacity  and  the  disposition 
to  perform  them.  In  the  prcHMUt  state  of  the  Treasury^ 
therefore,  it  is  a  just  consolaAion  to  reflect  that  a  prompt 
and  resolute  application  of  the  resources  of  the  country 
will  effiBctually  relieve  from  every  pecuniaiy  embarraas- 
ment  and  vindicate  the  fiscal  honor  of  the  Government. 

But  it  would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  disguise,  and  it 
would  be  pernicious  to  palliate  the  difficulties  which 
are  now  to  be  overcome.  The  exigencies  of  the  Gov 
emment  require  a  supply  of  treasure  for  the  proeecu« 
tion  of  the  war,  beyond  any  amount  which  it  would 
be  politic,'  even  if  it  were  practicable,  to  raise  by  on 
immediate  and  constant  imposition  of  taxes.  There 
must,  therefore,  be  a  resort  to  credit,  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  supply.  But  the  public  credit  is  at  this 
juncture  so  depressed,  that  no  hope  of  adequate  auc- 
cor,  on  moderate  terms,  can  safety  rest  upon  it.  Hence, 
it  becomes  the  object  first  and  last  in  every  practical 
scheme  of  finance,  to  re-animate  the  confidence  of  the 
citisens;  and  to  impress  on  the  mind  of  every  man, 
who,  for  the  public  account,  renders  services,  fiimishes 
sup^es^  or  advances  money,  a  convictiott  of  the  pnno- 
tuahty  as  well  as  of  the  security  of  the  Government  It 
is  not  to  be  regarded,  indeed,  as  the  case  of  preserving 
a  credit  which  has  never  been  impaired,  but  rather 
as  the  case  of  rescuing  from  reproach  a  credit  over 
which  doubt  and  apprehension  (not  the  less  injurious 
perhafNB  because  they  are  visionary)  have  cast  an  in- 
auspicious shade.  In  the  former  case,  the  ordinary 
means  of  raising  and  appropriating  the  revenue,  will 
always  be  sufficient;  but  in  the  latter  case,  no  exertion 
can  be  competent  to  attain  the  object,  which  does  not 
quiet,  in  eveiy  mind,  every  fear  of  future  loss  or  disap- 
pointment in  consequence  of  trusting  to  the  pledgee  of 
the  public  foith. 

Tne  condition  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun- 
try presents  another  copious  source  of  miichief  and 
embarrassment.  The  recent  ezportations  of  specie 
have  considerably  diminished  the  fund  of  geld  and  sil- 
ver coin ;  and  another  considerable  portion  of  that  fUnd 
has  been  drawn  by  the  timid  and  the  wary,  from  the 
use  of  the  community,  into  the  private  coffers  of  indi- 
viduab.  On  the  other  hand,  the  multiplication  of 
banks  in  the  several  ^tates  has  so  increased  the  quan- 
tity of  paper  currency,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  cal- 
culate Its  amount ;  and  still  more  difficult  to  ascertain 
its  value,  with  reference  to  the  capital  on  which  it  has 
been  issued.  But  the  benefit  of  even  this  paper  cur- 
rency is  in  a  great  measure  lost,  as  the  auapension  of 
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miymeiiti  in  spoeie  at  moit  of  the  iMiiiik*  has  auddenty 
br&en  the  chain  of  accommodation,  that  previoualy 
extended  the  credit  and  the  circulation  of  the  notea 
which  were  emitted  in  otfe  State  into  every  State  in 
the  Union.  It  may  in  general  be  affirmed,  therefore, 
that  there  eziata  at  thia  time  no  adeqaate  drcnlalutg 
medium  common  to  the  citixena  of  the  United  States. 
The  moneyed  transactions  of  private  life  are  at  a  stand ; 
and  the  fiscal  operations  of  Government  labor  with 
extreme  inconvenience.  It  is  impossible  that  such  a 
state  of  things  should  be  long  endured ;  but,  let  it  be 
fidrly  added,  that  with  legislative  aid  it  is  not  necos* 
aary  that  the  endurance  should  be  long.  Under  favor- 
able circumstance,  and  to  a  limited  extent,  an  emission 
of  Treasury  notes  would,  probably,  afford  relief;  but 
Treasury  notes  are  an  expensive  and  precarious  substi- 
tute, either  for  coin  or  for  bank  notes,  charged  as  they 
are  with  a  growing  interest,  productive  of  no  coun* 
tervailing  profit  or  emolument,  and  exposed  to  every 
breath  of  popular  prejudice  or  alarm.  The  establish- 
ment of  a  national  institution,  operating  upon  credit 
combined  with  capital,  and  regulated  b^  prudence  and 
good  £BLith,  is,  after  all^  the  only  effiaent  remedy  for 
the  disordered  condition  of  our  circulating  medHum. 
While  accomplishing  that  object,  too,  there  will  be 
found,  under  the  auspices  of  such  an  institution^  a 
safe  depository  for  the  public  treasure  and  a  constant 
auxiliary  to  the  public  credit.  But,  whether  the  iuues 
of  a  paper  currency  proceed  from  the  National  Treasury 
or  from  a  NationsJ  Bank,  the  acceptance  of  the  paper 
in  a  course  of  payments  and  receipts  must  be  forever 
optional  with  Uie  citizens.  The  extremity  of  that  day 
cannot  be  anticipated,  when  any  honest  and  enlighi- 
ened  statesman  will  again  venture  upon  the  desperate 
expedient  of  a  tender  law. 

From  this  painful,  but  necessary  developement  of 
existing  evils,  we  pass,  with  hope  and  confidence,  to  a 
more  specific  consideration  of  the  measures  from  which 
relief  may  be  certainly  and  speedily  derived.  Remem- 
bering always,  that  the  objects  of  the  Government  are 
to  place  the  public  credit  upon  a  solid  and  durable  foun- 
dation ;  to  provide  a  revenue  commensurate  with  the 
demands  of  a  war  expenditure,  and  to  remove  from  the 
Treasury  an  immediate  pressure,  the  following  propo- 
sitions are  submitted  to  the  committee,  with  every  sen- 
timent of  deference  and  respect. 

VBOPOSITIOirS. 

L  It  is  proposed,  that,  during  &e  war,  and  until  the 
claims  contemplated  by  the  proposition  are  completely 
satisfied,  or  extinct,  ^ere  shall  be  annually  raised  by 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  a  fund  for  these 
purposes: 

1.  For  the  support  of  Government   -        -  $1,500,000 
3.  For  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  existing  before  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  and  payable  according  to  the 
contract 8,500,000 

3.  For  the  interest  of  the  pubKc  debt,  con- 
tracted, and  to  be  be  contracted,  by  loans, 
or  otherwise,  from  the  commencement 
to  the  termination  of  the  war,  calculated 
upon  an  annual  principal  of  seventy-two 

millions  of  dollars         ....    4,320,000 

4.  For  the  payment  of  Treasury  notes,  with 

the  accruing  interest    ....    7,400,000 
5«  For  the  payment  of  debentures  to  be  is- 
sued (as  is  hereinafter  proposed)  for  li- 
^idated  balances,  due  to  individuals,  on 
account  of  services  or  supplies,  authorized 


\tj  law,  but  either  not  awbracad  by  a  spa- 
clfic  appropriation,  or  exceeding  the  sum 
appropriated f»80,000 

6.  For  a  current  addition  to  tha  sum  raised 
by  loan,  or  issues  of  Treasury  notes,  to- 
wards defraying  the  general  expenaas  of 

the  war 2,000,000 

7.  For  the  gradual  establishment  of  a  aink- 
ing  fund,  to  extinguish  the  debt  incurred 

during  the  war 500,000 

8.  For  the  contingent  fund,  to  meet  sud- 
den and  occsaional  demands  upon  the 
Treasury 1,500,000 

21,000,000 


11.  It  is  proposed,  that,  during  the  war,  and  until 
the  claims  contemplated  by  the  preceding  propoaition 
are  completely  satisfied,  or  other  adequate  funds  shall 
be  provided  and  substituted  by  law,  there  shall  ha 
annually  raised,  by  the  means  here  specified,  the  lei* 
lowing  sums  : 

1.  By  the  customs  (which  cannot  be  aaibly 
estimated,  during  the  war,  at  a  Ugher 
product) 94,000,000 

2.  By  the  existing  internal  duties     -        -    2,70%00^ 

3.  By  the  existing  direct  tax    -        -        -    2,500,000 

4.  By  Uie  sales  of  public  lands  (whtdi  caa- 
not  be  safely  estimated,  during  the  war, 

at  a  higher  product)      -        -        -         -       800,000 

5.  By  an  addition  to  the  existing   direot 

tax  of  one  hundred  per  cent         -        -    2,850,000 

6.  By  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per  cenC 

on  the  present  aoetion  duties        -        -       150,000 

7.  By  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per  cent.. 

on  the  existing  duties  upon  carriages    -       200,000 

8.  By  an  addition  of  fifty  per  cent  on  the 
existing  duties  on  licenses  to  retail  winea, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  mer- 
chandise -       300,000 

9.  By  an  addition  of  one  hundred  percent. 

on  the  existing  rate  of  postage      -        -       500,000 

10.  By  tiie  proceeds  of  the  new  duties  spe- 
cified in  the  annexed  schedule,  marked 

A,  making  the  aggregate      -        -        -    7,000,000 

21,000,000 


m.  It  is  proposed,  that  a  National  Bank  shall  be 
incorporated  for  a  term  of  twenty  years,  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Philadelphia,  with  a  power  to  erect  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite  elsewhere,  upon  the  following 
princiq^es : 

1.  That  the  capital  of  the  bai^  shall  be  fifty  miHions 
of  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  one  hundred  thoosand 
shares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  Three-fifths  of  the 
capital,  being  sixty  thousand  shaves,  amountittg  to  thirty 
millions  of  doUar%  to  be  subscribed  by  corporations, 
companies,  or  individuals ;  and  two-fifths  of  the  ci^tal, 
being  for^  thousand  ahares,  amounting  to  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  United 
States. 

2.  Hiat  the  subscriptions  of  corporations,  companies 
and  individuals,  diall  be  paid  for  in  the  following 
manner : 

One-fifth  part,  or  six  millions,  in  gold  or  silver  coin. 

Four-fifth  parts,  or  twenty-four  millions,  in  gold  or 
silver  coin,  or  in  six  per  cent  stock  issued  since  (he 
declaration  of  war,  and  Treasury  notes,  in  the  proper- 
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tin  of  on^'llflk  IWwary  ndto* «wilhrB»4Ulbi  ia mx 
per  MUt  itotik* 

3.  Thai  the  Mibicf  i|»lioiM  of  ooiponitums,  oompoiiei, 
•nd  iiidividi»l%  ihatt  be  pttt  et  tlie  following  periods : 
%0  Mian  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  at  the 
time  of  subscribing,  in  gold  or  silter 

eoin        - $1,200,000 

40  doUari  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  in 
gold  or  sHver  coin,  one  monUi  alter 
the  subscnption  -  .  .  « 
40  dollars  on  each  share,  in  two  months 
after  the  snbscriptien,  in  gold  or  sih 
Ter  coin  - 


i^avWj^Rfv 


9,400,000 


lOOdottais, 

100  doUan  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  ail- 
▼et  eoin,  or  in  sis  par  oenjt.  stock,  or 
in  Tieasurj  notes,  aceording  to  the 
preceding  apportionflMnt,  to  be  paid  at 
the  time  of  subscribing    -        -        » 

lAO  dollars  on  each  share*  to  be  paid  in 
like  manner,  in  two  months  after 
subscribing      •        •        •        •        * 

160  dolkis  on  each  share,  to  be  paid  in 
like  manner,  in  three  months  after 


6^000,000 


6,000,000 


9,000»000 


9,000,000 


600 


ao,ooo,o(w 


4.  That  the  subscription  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  paid  in  six  per  cent,  stock,  at  the  same  periods  and 
in  the  same  proportions  as  the  payments  of  prirate 
rabscriptions,  m  stock  and  Treasury  notes. 

5.  That  the  United  Sutes  may  substitute  six  per 
eent^atock,  for  the  amount  of  the  Tretsory  notes  sub- 
scribed by  coiporatiens,  eompa&les,  and  inditiduite,  ss 
die  notes  respectively  become  due  and  payable. 

6.  That  the  bank  shall  loan  to  the  United  States 
thir|^  mHliotts,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  oent.,  at  soch 
periods,  and  in  such  sums,  as  shall  be  found  mutually 
convenient. 

7.  That  no  part  of  the  public  stock,  constituting  a 
portion  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  shall  be  sold  during 
Hm  war ;  nor  at  any  subsequent  time,  for  less  than  par ; 
nor  at  any  tame  to  an  amount  exceeding  one  moiety, 
without  &e  consent  ef  Congress. 

8.  That  provision  shall  b^  made  for  protecting  the 
bank  notes  from  forgery ;  for  limitiBg  the  issue  of  bank 
notes  *,  snd  for  receiving  them  in  all  payments  to  tiie 
United  SUtes. 

0.  That  the  capital  of  the  bank,  its  notes,  depositee, 
dividends,  or  profile,  (ito  real  estate  only  excepted,) 
shall  not  be  subject  to  taxation  by  the  United  Stetes  or 
by  any  individual  State. 

10.  That  no  other  bank  ahatl  be  established  by  Con- 
gress, during  the  term  for  which  the  National  Bank  is 
hioorporated. 

11.  That  the  Natkmal  Bank  shall  be  governed  by 
fifteen  directors^  being  resident  citiwns  of  the  United 
States  and  stockhoMen.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  annually  name  live  directors,  and  designate 
one  of  the  five  to  be  presMmit  of  the  bank.  The  other 
directers  shalt  be  annually  chosen  by  the  qualified 
stoekhoUen,  in  person  or  bjr  proxy,  if  resident  within 
file  United  States,  voting  upon  a  scale  graduated  ac- 
cndisg  to  the^nmber  of  shares  which  thoT  respective^ 
held.  The  eaalttsr  and  oUier  oflicers  of  the  bank  tobe 
•ppolAted  as  is  usud  in  aimikr  institutions. 

IX  That  the  direeten  of  the  National  Bank  diaQ 


appoint  seven  peasons,  one  of  whom  to  preside,  as  titt 
iMaagen  of  each  office  of  discount  and  deposits,  and 
one  person  to  be  the  cashier. 

18.  That  the  general  powers,  privileges,  and  regu- 
lations of  the  bank,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  usual  in 
similar  institutions;  but  with  this  special  provision, 
that  the  general  accounts  shall  be  subject  to  Uie  in- 
spection of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

IV.  It  is  proposed,  that,  after  having  thus  provided 
for  the  punctual  payment  ef  the  interest  upon  every 
denomination  of  public  debt,  for  raising  annually  a 
portion  of  the  annual  expense,  by  taxes ;  fw  establishing 
a  sinking  fund,  in  relation  to  the  new  debt,  as  well  as 
in  relation  to  the  old  debt ;  and  for  securing  to  the 
public  the  eflkient  agency  of  a  National  Bank ;  the 
only  remaining  object  of  supply  sfaaH  be  accomplished 
by  annual  loans,  and  issues  of  Treasury  notes,  if,  un- 
expectedly, such  XMues  should  continue  to  be  neces- 
sary or  expedient 

1.  The  amount  of  annual  expenditure  during  the 
war,  exceeding  the  sums  provided  for,  does  not  admit 
of  a  prospective  estimato  beyond  the  year  1816 ;  but 
for  that  year  it  may  be  estimated  with  sufficient  accu- 
racy for  the  general  purposes  of  the  present  ooramuni- 
cation,  at  $28,000,000. 

2.  Then  for  the  year  1816,  an  additional  provision 
must  be  made,  authorizing  a  lotti  and  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  to  an  equal  amount,  $38,000,000. 

y.  It  is  proposed  that  the  accounte  for  authorixed 
expenses  being  duly  stated  and  settled,  a  certificate  or 
debenture  shall  issue  to  the  accountant  specifying  the 
balance ;  and  that  in  all  cases,  where  theie  has  been 
no  specific  appropriation,  or  the  claim  exceeds  the 
amount  of  the  sum  appropriated,  the  balance  shall  bear 
an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  until  provision  is  made  by  s 
law  for  paying  the  amount. 

YI.  And,  finally,  it  is  proposed  to  relieve  the  Trea- 
sury firom  an  immediate  pressure,  upon  the  principles 
of  Uie  following  statement: 

1.  The  amount  of  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  exdu* 
sive  of  balances  of  appropriations  for  former  years, 
unsatisfied,  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the  late  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  of  the  2dd  September,  1814, 
to  be,  on  the  30th  June  -        -         #27,676,301  19 

2.  The  accounte  of  the  third  quarter  of 
1814  are  not  yet  made  up,  and  the 
precise  sums  paid  during  that  quarter 
cannot  now  be  ascertained,  but  they 

amount  to  nearly    ....     8,400,000  00 


Leaving  to  be  paid  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  1814         .  »10,176,391  1« 


3.  This  balance,  payable  during  the  fourth  quarter  of 

1814,  consisto  of  the  following  items : 
Civil,  diplomatic,  and  mis- 
cellaneous   expenses^ 
about        .        .        .   $863,292  99 
MiHtaiy,  about      -        -  8,792,688  00 
Naval,  about  -        -  2,382,010  97 

Public  debt,  about  •        -  7,648,419  23 

919,176,391  19 


4*  The  existing  piovisiotts  by  law  for  the  payment  of 
this  baUnce  of  $19,176,301  19,  may  be  stated  at 
foHows: 

The  set  of  the  84th  Mardi,  1814>  author- 
ixedaloaaof-  *fMi,00O,O0O  00 
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The  act  of  the  4th  March,  1814,  author- 
ixed  an  ifsue  of  Treaauiy  notes  for  -     6,000,000  00 


Under  theae  authorities, 

there  hare  been  bor* 

rowed,  on  loan,  nboot  $10,806,000  00 
There  have  been  sent  to 

Europe,  in  6  per  cent 

stock  -        •        -  6,000,000  00 

There  has  been  issued,  in 

Treasury  notes  -        -  8,604,000  00 


$80,000,000  00 


80,899,000  00 


There  remains,  therefore, 

an  unexecuted  author- 

itT  to  borrow      -        -  8,106,000  00 
To  usue  Treasury  notes   1,496,000  00 


$9,601,000  00 


9,601,000  00 


The  demands  of  the  fourth  quarter  be- 


There  may  be  applied  to 
meet  them  the  rsTenue 
accruing  during  the 
quarter,  from  all  sour- 
ces, about  -        -        -  8,900,000  00 

Alao»  paym'ts  to  be  made 
on  account  of  loans  al- 
ready contracted  for,  ac- 
cording to  the  author- 
ity above\tated,  about  2,600,000  00 


$19,176,891  19 


6,400^0  00 


Leaving  a  balance  to  be  provided 
for,  of      -        •        -        -         $13,776,891  19 


By  the  authority  remain- 
ing to  borrow     -         $8,106,000  00 

By  the  authority  remain- 
ing to  issue  Treasury 
notes  ...   1,496,00000 

By  an  additional  author- 
ity to  be  granted  by  law 
to  borrow,  and  to  issue 
Treasury  notes  -        •  4,176,891  19 

$13,776,891  19 

These  estimates,  however,  it  will  be  observed,  are 
made  with  a  view,  simoly,  to  the  appropriations  by 
law  for  the  expenses  of  tne  year  1814,  ana  do  not  em- 
brace a  provision  to  satisfy  balances  of  appropriations 
made  for  the  expenses  of  preceding  years,  which  have 
not  been  called  for  at  the  Treasury.  But,  it  will  prob- 
ably be  deemed  expedient  to  make  such  provision  by 
extending  the  new  authority  to  borrow  from  the  above 
balance,  to  six  millions.  If  the  6  per  cent  stock  which 
has  been  sent  to  Europe  should  be  there  disposed  of,  it 
will  form  an  item  in  the  estimates  of  the  ensuing  year. 

As  a  portion  of  the  amount  to  be  provided  during 
the  present  quarter  consists  of  Treasury  notes  which 
will  soon  be  due,  it  will  be  advisable  to  make  them 
receivable  in  subscriptions  to  the  loan. 

It  is  proper  to  accompany  thoe  propositions  with  a 
fow  explanatory  remarks : 

1.  The  first  propoiition  contemplates  a  permanent 

ystem ;  but  the  estimate  of  the  particular  items  of 

lai  ms  aad  demands  upon  the  public  most  be  regarded 


as  immediately  applying  to  the  year.  1816.  In  vmtf 
subsequent  year  there  vrill  necessarily  be  some  varia- 
tion ;  as,  for  instance,  the  item  of  interest  on  the  old 
debt  will  annually  sink,  while  the  item  oi  interest  on 
the  new  debt  will  annually  rise,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war. 

The  items  for  annually  raising  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic expensei  by  taxes,  and  for  applying  to  the  new  debt 
a  sinking  fund — gradually  increasing  until  it  becomes 
commensurate  to  its  object— are  essential  features  in 
the  plan  soggeated,  with  a  view  to  the  rerival  and  main- 
tenance of  public  credit  The  extinguishment  of  the 
old  debt  is  already  in  rapid  operation  by  the  wise  pre- 
caution of  a  similar  institution. 

8.  The  second  proposition  will  doubtless  generate 
many  and  very  various  objections.  The  endeavor  has 
been,  however,  to  spread  the  general  amount  of  the 
taxes  over  a  wide  surface  with  a  hand  as  light  and 
equal  as  is  consistent  with  convenience  in  the  proeesi^ 
and  certainty  in  the  result 

All  the  opportunities  of  observation,  and  all  the 
means  of  information  that  have  been  possessed,  leave 
no  doubt  upon  the  disposition  of  the  people  to  contri- 
bute generously  for  relieving  the  necessities  of  their 
country ;  and  it  has  been  thought  unworthy  of  that 
patriotic  disposition  to  dwell  upon  scanty  means  of 
supply,  or  short  lived  expedients.  Whenever  the  war 
shall  be  happily  terminated  in  an  honorable  peace,  and 
the  l*reasuiy  shall  be  again  replenished  by  the  tribo« 
tary  streams  of  commerce,  it  will  be  at  once  a  duty  and 
a  pleasure  to  recommend  an  alleviation,  if  not  an  en« 
tire  exoneration  of  the  burdens  which  necessarily  fall 
at  present  upon  the  agriculture  and  manufacture  of  the 
nation.. 

8.  In  making  a  proposition  for  the  establishmebt  of 
a  National  Bank,  I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  high 
authority  of  the  names  which  have  appeared  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  measure  upon  Constitutional  grounds.  It 
would  be  presumptuous  to  conjecture  that  the  senti- 
ments which  actuated  the  opposition  have  passed  away ; 
and  yet  it  would  be  denying  to  experience  a  great  prac- 
tical advantage,  were  we  to  suppose  that  a  difference 
of  times  and  circumstances  would  not  produce  a  cor- 
responding  difference  in  the  opinions  of  the  wisest  as 
well  as  of  the  purest  men.  But,  in  the  present  case, 
a  change  of  private  opinion  ii  not  material  to  the  soe- 
coss  of  the  proposition  for  establishing  a  National  Bank 
In  the  administration  of  human  affairs,  there  must  be 
a  period  when  discussion  shall  cease  and  decision  shall 
beicome  absolute.  A  diversity  of  opinion  may  honor- 
ably survive  the  contest ;  but,  upon  the  genuine  prin- 
ples  of  a  representative  Oovemment,  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  can  alone  be  carried  into  action.  The  judge, 
who  dissents  from  the  majority  of  the  bench,  changes 
not  his  opinion,  but  performs  his  duty,  when  he  en- 
forces the  judgment  of  the  court,  although  it  is  con- 
trary to  his  own  convictions.  An  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws,  is  not,  therefore,  an  oath  to 
support  them  under  all  circumstances,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  individual  who  takes  it,  but  it  is,  em- 
phatically, an  oath  to  support  them  according  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  legitimate  authorities.  For  the 
erroneous  decisions  of  a  court  of  law,  there  is  the  r^ 
dress  of  a  censorial  as  well  as  of  an  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion. Over  an  act  founded  upon  an  exposition  of  the 
Constitution,  made  by  the  Legislative  ilepartment  of 
the  Government,  but  alleged  to  be  incorrect,  we  have 
seen  the  Judicial  department  exercise  remedial  po^^* 
And  even  if  all  the  departments,  Legislative  JSzeou- 
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tive,  and  Jndieud,  shoiild  eonear  in  the  ezercitfe  of  a 
power,  whieh  is  either  thought  to  transcend  the  Con- 
■titntional  •trust,  or  to  operate  injuriously  upon  the 
eommonity,  the  case  is  still  within  the  reach  of  a  com- 
patent  control,  through  the  medium  of  an  amendment 
to  tfie  Constitution,  upon  the  proposition,  not  only  of 
Congress  but  of  the  several  States.  When,  therefore, 
we  have  marked  the  existence  of  a  National  Bank  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  with  all  the  sanctions  of  the 
Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  authorities ;  when 
we  have  seen  the  dissolution  of  one  institution,  and 
heard  a  loud  and  continued  call  for  the  establishment 
of  another ;  when,  under  these  drcumstanoes,  neither 
Congress  nor  the  several  States  have  resorted  to  the 
power  of  amendment;  can  it  be  deemed  a  violation  of 
the  right  of  private  opinion,  to  comider  the  constitu- 
tionality of  a  National  Bank,  as  a  question  forever  set^ 
tied  and  at  rest? 

But,  after  all,  I  should  not  merit  the  confidence, 
whidi  it  will  be  my  ambition  to  acquire,  if  I  were  to 
■upprcss  the  declaration  of  an  opinion,  that,  in  these 
times,  the  Mtablishment  of  a  National  Bank  will  not 
only  be  useful  in  promoting  the  general  weliare,  but 
that  it  is  neceasaiy  and  proper  for  oanying  into  exe- 
cation  some  of  the  most  important  powers  Constitn- 
tionaily  vested  in  the  Government 

Upon  the  principles  and  regulations  of  the  National 
Bsuk,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  remark,  that  they  will  be 
baat  unfolded  in  the  form  of  a  bilU  which  shall  be  im- 
mediately prepared.  A  compound  capital  is  suggested, 
with  a  dengn  equally  to  accommodate  the  subscribers, 
and  to  aid  the  general  measures,  for  the  revival  of  pub- 
lic credit ;  but  the  proportions  of  specie  and  stock  may 
be  varied,  if  the  scarcity  of  coin  should  render  it  ex- 
pedient ;  yet  not  in  so  great  a  degree,  as  to  prevent  an 
early  commencement  of  the  money  operations  of  the 
institution. 

4.  The  estimates  of  receipts  from  established  sources 
of  revenue  and  from  the  proposed  new  duties,  and  the 
estimates  of  expenditures,  on  all  the  objects  contempla- 
ted in  the  present  communication,  have  been  made 
upon  a  call  so  sudden,  and  upon  materials  so  scattered, 
tliat  it  ia  not  intended  to  daim  a  perfect  relianee  <m  their 
aecnracy.  They  are,  however,  believed  to  be  suffi- 
dently  aecurate  to  illustrate  and  support  the  general 
plan,  for  the  revival  of  the  puhlic  credit,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  system  of  revenue,  and  the  remo- 
val of  the  immediate  pressure  on  the  Treasuxy. 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  have  freely  and  openly  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  the  station  in  which  I  have 
the  hoAor  to  be  placed.  But,  conscious  of  the  imper- 
fections of  the  judgment  that  dictates  the  answer  to  the 
important  inquiries  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  derive  the  highest  satisfoction  from  reflecting, 
that  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation,  for  war,  or  for 
peace,  depend  on  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  and  fortitude 
of  Congress,  during  times  which  imperiously  demand 
a  display  of  those  qualities  in  the  exercise  of  the  Le- 
gialattve  authority.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dkc, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
J.  W.  Epnw,  Esq.,  Chmrman,  4«. 

A. 

Schedule  of  new  taxes  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  which  the  taxes 
proposed  in  the  report  of  the  committee  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  10th  instant,  are  princi- 
pally adopted. 
1.  On  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  or  foreign  ma- 


teruds  S5  cents  per  gallon,  computed  on  24,000,000 
gallons ;  provided  the  present  tax  on  the  capacity  of 
the  still  should  be  continued.  If  it  is  thought  best  to 
lay  the  tax  entirely  on  the  liquor,  then  the  tax  on  the 
capacity  of  the  stills  to  be  taken  off,  and  80  cents  per 
gsilon  to  be  laid  on  the  liquor.  For  the  present  esti- 
mate, it  is  taken  at  25  cents  per  gallon      -  $6,000,000 

2.  On  porter,  ale,  and  strong  beer,  2  cents 
per  gallon,  computed  on  6,000,000  gal- 
lons      120,000 

3.  On  manufactured  tobacco  and  snu£^  ave- 
raged at  r»  cents  per  pound,  and  compu- 
ted on  ten  million  pounds     ...       500,000 

4.  On  leather  of  various  kinds,  averaged  at 
three  cents  per  pound,  and  computed  on 

twenty  million  pounds  -        -        .        -       600,000 

5.  On  pig-iron  at  $1,50  per  ton,  computed 

on  800,000  tons 450,000 

6.  On  paper,  at  various  rates,  averaging  7 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  article,  com- 
puted on  the  annual  manufacture  of  the 

value  of  2,500,000  dollars      -        -        -       176,000 

7.  On  playing  card«t,  at  25  cents  per  pack, 
computed  on  400,000  packs  -        -        100,000 

8.  On  counsellors  and  attorneys  at  law, 
process  in  suits  at  law  and  equity,  pro- 
ceedings in  admiralty,  arbitrations  and 
references,  and  other  legal  proceedings 

in  the  courts  of  the  United  Sutes  -       800,000 

9.  On  conreyancen,  mortgages,  and  other 
contracts  relating  to  real  estate     -        -       250,000 

fg^96,000 
The  sum  to  be  raised  by  new  taxes  aOcord- 
ing  to  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary's 
letter,  is 7,000,000 

Leaving  a  surplus,  for  the  expenses  of  col- 
lection and  errors  in  the  estimates,  of    »    1,496,000 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentackv,  rose  to  more  that  a 
greater  than  the  usual  nomber  of  this  docoment 
be  printed.  From  the  reading  of  the  report,  he 
considered  it  an  able  one,  and  of  a  nature  and  in- 
terest abnndfiiatly  more  important  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  than  many  documents  in  respect  to 
which  this  course  had  been  pursued.  He  wished, 
for  his  part,  to  be  enabled  to  send  to  his  constitu- 
ents some  copies ;  and  therefore  moved  that  fire 
thousand  copies  thereof  be  printed. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — 70  to  57. 

CONGRESSIONAL  UBRARY 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Library  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  to  contract  for  the  purchase 
of  the  library  of  Mr.  Jefierson.  was  again  resumed. 

The  amendmentproposed  yesterday,  going  to 
limit  the  sum  to  be  siren  for  the  library  to 
twenty-fire  thousand  dollars,  being  yet  under 
consideration. 

The  discussion  which  commenced  yesterday 
was  to-day  continued  with  considerable  riracity. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Forsyth, 
and  supported  by  Messrs  Oakley  of  New  York, 
PictfERiNQ  and  John  Rebo  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  HULBBRT  from  Massachaseiis,  it  ought 
to  be  mentioned  particularly,  being  his  first  essay 
in  this  House,  in  a  rery  ingenious  and  handsome 
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cpeech  opposed,  the  amendnient  aod  adTOcated 
the  parcbase  of  the  library. 

The  debate  before  its  conclusion  beeame  rather 
too  aDlmated,  and  beiii«^  checked  by  the  Speaker, 
the  question  was  permitted  to  be  taken.  There 
appeared  to  be  on  the  yeas  aod  nays,  for  the 
amendment  37,  and  against  it  103,  as  folIoiTs: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham^  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Lewis,  Macon,  Markell,  MofiBit, 
Montgomery,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John 
Keed,  William  Reed,  Sherwood,  Sbipherd,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stockton,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  York,  Wheaton, 
Wlloox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Arery, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia*  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Chappell*  Clark,  Clopton, 
Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creigbtdn, 
Cioach,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davia  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
noyelles,  Desha,  DuvaJl,  Bade,  Evans,  Farrow,  Find- 
Uj,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forn^,  Forsytk;  Ftanklin, 
Gaston,  Gholaen,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Hall,  HaasoB, 
Harris,  Hasbrouckt  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkina  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hulbert, 
Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
guiia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Manrland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  Maaiachusetts,  King  of  North 
Garoliaa,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore^  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Ormaby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sage» 
Schureman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 
OTlvania,  Stanford,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Tel&ir,  Troup,  Udree,  Webster,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey, 

Mr.  Pickering  moved  an  amendment,  in  sub- 
•tance  the  same  as  that  moved  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Oaklet  and  negatived ;  the  object  of  which  was 
a  selection  of  part  of  the  library. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  yeas  and 
nays— 52  to  96. 

Ad  amendment  was  then  adopted,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Oaklet,  requiring  the  sanction  of  Con- 

gresa  to  the  agreement  for  the  purchase  of  the 
hrary,  before  it  should  become  binding.  And, 
thus  amended,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

WiDNEBDAT,  Octobef  19. 

Another  member  to  wit:  from  South  Carolina, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  HuMPHRSTS  presented  several  petitions 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sute  of  Tennea- 
aee,  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  by  Con- 
gress to  open  a  public  road,  crossing  the  Tennes- 
see river,  some  where  near  the  mouth  of  Duck 
river,  and  intersecting  the  road  from  Nashville 
to  Natchez,  below  the  Chickasaw  Old  Towns.— 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  22d  ultimo,  directing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  making  further  provisions  for 
protecting  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  dis- 


charge of  their  duties,  dbc.,  and  that  it  be  referred 
tp  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad  Means. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wbbbter  and  Mr.  Cox  be 
appointed  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  late  capture  of  the  citv  of 
Washington,  by  the  enemy,  in  the  places  of  Mr. 
Stockton  and  Mr.  Millbr. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the 
petition  of  Oliver  Bvans  (the  same  as  presented 
last  session)  for  the  extension  of  his  patent  for 
the  iniprovements  in  the  steam  engine. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures, 
in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  who 
desired  it  to  be  reft^rred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Ingersoll.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju* 
diciary,  reported  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  ju- 
dicial system  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
twice  read  and  referred  to  a,  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Mary  land,  from  the  District  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  incorporating  the  Colum- 
bian Mftnufacturiog  Company  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Columhia,  which  was  twice  road 
and  committed. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  attlhor« 
icing  the  joint  Library  Committee  of  Congreaa 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  un- 
favorable to  the  petition  of  Alexander  Serier  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  a  mo- 
tion similar  to  one  adopted  at  his  instance  at  the 
last  session,  out  of  which  an  act  had  grown, 
which  had  passed  the  House,  but  had  not  been 
definitively  acted  on  in  the  Senate.  The  subject 
of  the  motion  was,  a  further  proFision  for  com- 
pensating masters  of  vessels  who  bring  home  to 
the  United  States  distressed  aad  destitute  Ameri- 
can seamen ;  into  the  expediency  of  makine  which 
his  motion  instructed  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  inquire.   The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PJBACOCK  AND  EPI^RYIER. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ot 
the  Wbole^  on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  ex- 
pressive of  the  sense  of  Congress  rclatire  to  the 
victory  of  the  Peacock  over  the  Epervier.  The 
resolution  having  been  read- 
Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  (the  chairman  of 
the  Naval  Committee,)  said  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  detain  the  Committee  by  any  extended  re- 
marks on  this  subject.  The  action  to  which  this 
resolution  referred,  more  particularly,  perhapsi 
than  any  which  preceded  it^ demonstrated  the  su- 

Reriority  of  American  eunnery.  To  show  this, 
Ir.  P.  quoted  Captain  Warrington's  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  announcing  the  victory; 
and  inferred  from  it  that  no  action  had  ever  taken 
place,  between  vessels  of  anything  like  equal 
force,  in  which  there  had  been  so  great  a- dis- 
parity of  execution.  He  hoped  the  resolve  would 
be  unanimously  adopted. 

No  objection  being  made  or  amendment  pro- 
posed, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their 
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agreement  to  the  veeoire,  which  was  ordered  to  a 
tnird  readings;  and  was  aecordinzl^r  read  and 
tmaDtmoQsly  passed* 


Thursday,  October  20, 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a 
pelitioD  of  John  Crosby  and  others,  on  behalf  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Hamden,  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  praying  that  the  property  recovered  from 
the  wreck  of  the  United  States'  late  ship  Adams 
may  be  giren  to  the  said  inhabitants,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  the  losses  sustained  in  consequence 
of  the  late  capture  of  that  place  by  the  British 
forces,-^Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  Senate  having  returned  the  resolutions 
from  the  House,  in  honor  of  Qenerals  Brown, 
Soott,  Qaines.  Macomb,  Ripley,  Miller,  and  Por- 
ter, with  sundry  amendments,  (not  a£feotiog  the 
object  of  the  resolves,)  the  same  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 

A  resolution  was  also  received  from  the  Sen- 
ate, expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  relative 
to  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  Reindeer  by 
the  American  sloop  Wasp. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BuRWBLL,  of  Virginia,  stated  the  reasons 
why  he  had  not  called  up  the  motion  be  laid  on 
the  table  the  other  day,  calling  for  an  account  of 
the  officers  of  the  Army,  state  of  the  recruiting 
service,  dbc.  The  Committee  of  Military  Affairs, 
he  was  informed,  had  the  subject  before  them, 
and  had  received,  a  document  embracing  all  the 
information  he  desired,  and  which,  when  they 
were  prepared  to  make  a  report,  they  would  lay 
before  the  House. 

The  Military  Committee  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  for  a  week  during  the  sittings  of  the 
House. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Pitkin  be  appointed  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  late  capture  of  the  City  of  Washington  by 
the  enemy. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  House  having 
decided  that  Congress  should  not  remove  from 
this  place,  he  thought  it  proper  some  steps  should 
be  immeaiateiy  tuea  towards  making  a  provis> 
ion  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  different 
Departments  of  the  Government.  With  this 
opinion  he  moved  the  following  resolution : 

JUsohed,  That  the  Committee  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  Tsbnilding  or  repairing  the  President's  House,  the 
Capiloi,  aiid  Poblie  Offices,  and  into  the  expenses  ne- 
Bissaiy  lor  thai  porpose;  and  whether  the  poblie  in- 
teeeet  oi^ccmvenienee  woald  be  promoted  by  any  change 
or  aheratien  of  the  sites  of  ssid  bttUdhigs. 

Mr.  Obolson,  of  Yirginia,  said,  he  saw  no 
reason  for  stirring  the  question  of  changing  the 
sites  of  these  boildiogs  at  present,  and  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  expunge  that  part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  he  was  of  the  same  opinion  as 
his  colleague  in  respect  to  the  inexpediency  of 
changing  the  sites  of  the  public  buildings;  but. 


as  some  gentlemen  in  the  House  were,  be  knew, 
of  a  different  opinion,  he  had  thought  it  best  to 
place  the  question  in  its  broadest  shape  befbre 
the  Commitiee. 

Mr.  Grobvenor,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  instead  of  the 
standing  committee  as  proposed.  It  was  a  sub* 
ject  interesting  to  the  whole  United  States,  and 
the  importance  of  which  was  not  limited  to  the 
District  only.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  should 
be  referred  to  a  general  committee.  He  took  oc- 
casion to  sajr,  that  the  decision  having  been  made 
on  the  question  of  removal,  it  ought  to  be  final ; 
and  during  this  Congress,  at  least,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  move  it  again.  It  was  the  duty  of  this 
Congress,  he  conceived,  to  proceed  in  preparing 
for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  Government 
here. 

Af^r  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  G.'a 
amendment  was  agreed  to-<— ayes  87;  and  Mr. 
Lewis.  Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Hanson. 
Mr.  BowEN,  Mr.  Grosvenor,  Mr.  Sharp,  an4 
Mr.  CoMDicT;  were  appointed  the  said  committee* 

MILITARY  MARINE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  requiring  staff  officers  of 
the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  ma- 
rine and  naval  officers  in  certain  cases. 

Mr*  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  explained  the  ob> 
ject  of  the  bill,  as  indicated  by  the  title,  and 
quoted  a  letter  from  the  Secreury  of  the  Navy, 
recommending  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  wish, 
whilst  this  subject  was  under  consideration,  that 
the  subject  should  be  thoroughly  arranged;  and, 
with  that  view,  that  a  provision  should  be  incor- 
porated, settling  the  relative  rank  of  naval  to  land 
officers,  when  employed,  as  they  frequently  art, 
in  the  land  service. 

Mr.  Pleasants  assented  to  the  propriet]r  of 
such  an  amendment;  and,  with  that  object, 
moved  that  the  Committee  now  rise,  and  obtain 
leave  to  sit  again,  to  allow  time  to  digest  such  an 
amendment  as  would  be  proper. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  suggested  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  proper  understanding  on  this  heaa,  b^ 
tween  the  Heads  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, and  some  reciprocal  provision  for  mutaal 
accommodation  of  land  and  naval  officers,  when 
out  of  their  peculiar  element,  dbc.  Some  amend- 
ment o[  this  kind  might  well  be  incorporated 
when  the  bill  should  again  come  under  consid- 
eration. 

Leave  was  given  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  sit  again  on  said  bill. 

RBLIEF  OF  COMMODORE  BARNBT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers, petty  officers,  and  seamen,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Joshua  Barney. 

Mr.  Pleasants  stated  the  object  of  this  bill  to 
be,  to  compensate  the  officers  and  men  of  the  flo- 
tilla, for  the  loss  of  their  clothes  sustained  by  the 
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sadden  destroccioo  of  the  flotilla  to  prevent  its 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Mr.  P.  ad- 
verted also  to  I  heir  good  conduct  in  the  defence 
of  this  place,  and  on  every  other  occasion,  and  to 
the  peculiar  hardships  of  their  service,  dbc. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  after  paying  a  just 
tribute  to  the  uniform  good  conduct  of  these  men, 
moved  to  insert  three  instead  of  two  months  pay. 

This  motion  was,  after  discussion,  negatived. 

Mr.  PoBT.  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  striking  out  so  much  of  the  bill  as  assigns 
the  loss  of  clothes  and  bedding  by  the  blowing 
up  of  the  flotilla,  as  a  reason  for  the  grant  pro- 
posed, and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  *^for  tkeir 
oravery  in  the  battle  of  Bladensburg,  on  the  24th 
of  August  last"  This  motion  was  negatived  by 
a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill.  On 
the  question,  whether  the  bill  should  be  ordered 
10  a  third  readings 

Mr.  GoLosBORoaoH,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  had 
no  wish  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  bill,  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  proper  to  suspend  its  passage 
for  the  present,  because  it  was  not  sufficiently 
guarded  in  its  provisions.  He  wished  it  to  lie 
over  also  till  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
should  report  on  this  and  other  subjects.  lie  was 
inclined  to  believe,  from  all  he  had  heard,  that 
the  destruction  of  that  flotilla  was  a  very  unne- 
cessary act,  and  that  it  might  all  have  been  saved, 
except  the  gunboats,  by  carrying  it  a  proper  dis- 
tance up  the  river.  He  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived — ayes  38. 

Mr.  William  Reed,  of  Massachusetu,  renewed 
the  motion  to  insert,  instead  of  the  reason  now 
assigned  for  this  grant,  the  words,  '*in  reward  for 
the  extraordinary  bravery  displayed  by  them  in 
the  battle  of  Bladensburg,  on  the  24th  August." 

This  motion  Mr.  R.  afterwards  modified,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lowndbb,  o{  South  Caro- 
lina, so  as  to  read,  *^in  consideration  of  their  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct,  and  of  the  anusual 
hardship  of  tlieir  service." 

On  these  several  motions  considerable  debate 
took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  Wright,  Plbabants, 
Post,  Stuart,  Goldbborougb,  Kino,  and  Rbbd, 
of  Maasaehasetts,  Lownobb,  of  South  Carolina, 
Jackboic.  of  Virginia,  Pickerinq,  and  Taylor, 
of  New  York,  took  part. 

The  objection  to  the  bill  as  it  now  stood  was. 
that  it  would  afibrd  an  injurious  precedent  for  all 
such  cases  of  loss  of  clothing  by  seamen,  which 
frequently  occurred,  whibt  all  appeared  to  agree 
that  these  men.  by  their  general  good  conduct, 
particularly  in  tne  battle  of  Bladensburg,  merited 
the  notice  of  Government.  It  was  said  by  Gen- 
eral Stuart  that  the  men  had  sufficient  notice  to 
have  saved  their  clothing ;  and  the  enemy's  force 
was  not  nearer  than  a  day's  march,  when  orders 
were  given  to  blow  up  the  flotilla.  The  same 
ffentleman  also  took  occasion  to  observe,  that  he 
oelieved  if  the  flotilla  had  never  been  brought  up 
the  Patuxent,  this  place  would  never  have  been 
at\acked,  and  the  public  buildings  would  still 


have  been  standing.  It  was  this  flotilla  which 
had  caused  the  recent  invasion  of  Maryland. 

It  was  said,  on  (he  other  hand,  that  giving  pe- 
cuniary rewards  for  bravery,  as  was  proposed  to 
be  done  in  this  case  by  those  who  opposed  the 
bill  as  it  stood,  would  aflbrd  a  precedent,  if  pur- 
sued, which  would  soon  emptf  the  Treasury. 
The  case  of  these  men,  it  was  said,  was  far  differ^ 
ent  from  ordinary  cases  of  loss  of  clothing.  They 
had,  since  the  22d  of  August^  the  day  the  flotilla 
was  destroyed,  been  engaged  m  the  most  arduous 
service  which  could  be  found,  and  had  to  sleep  on 
the  bare  ground,  without  blankets,  and  scarcelv 
clothes  to  their  backs,  having  lost  all  thejr  had. 
dbc.  As  to  the  flotilla  causing  the  invasion  ot 
Maryland,  Mr.  Plbabantb  said,  they  had  had  no 
flotilla  in  the  waters  of  Virginia,  and  yet  they  had 
suffered  there  quite  as  much  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  enemy  as  they  had  in  Maryland,  dbc. 

Before  the  question  on  amendment  was  taken, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  There  were 
for  the  motion  66,  against  it  69. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Frioat,  October  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancbt,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  the  effect  which  a  judgment  of  rec- 
ord of  ooe  State  shall  have  when  offered  in  evi- 
dence in  a  suit  in  another  State ;  and  that  they 
have  permission  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  ^  further  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land 
warrants,  and  for  returning  the  process  thereon 
to  the  General  Land  Office;"  in  which  they  aik 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Lbwib,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
of  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  of  the 
Far  mere  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown. 

graying  for  charters;  and  of  the  Farmers  and 
lechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  prayine  for  an 
extension  of  its  charter.^ Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Colombia. 

PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  FORREST. 

Mr.  Yanobt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Forrest, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next.  The  report  ia 
as  follows : 

Thai  in  the  aiaalb  of  May.  1818,  the  petitioner,  by 
his  agent,  chaitafed  to  the  United  States  his  schooner, 
called  the  William  TeaUm,  to  lake  a  cargo  of  provis- 
ions from  New  York  to  the  port  of  Lagnira,  in  Sooth 
America.  The  contract,  aoosrding  to  the  covenants  of 
the  charter-party,  wss,  that  the  petitioner  should  keep 
the  vessel  soond,  tight,  and  strong ;  to  be  well  fitted 
and  provided  with  the  necessary  and  convenient  things 
for  such  a  schooner ;  to  find  the  neceHsary  men  for  the 
voyage;  to  employ  and  pey  the  officers  and  men  for 
the  same ;  and  to  defray  all  other  expenses  attending 
the  voyage ;  to  lead  the  said  schooner  by  the  86th  of 
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M«|r»  lA^  wd  Cbea  to  praoaad  to  Laguini  with  mU* 
eonYenieat  and  practicable  capedition,  where  he  wee 
to  diachaige  the  cargo  with  ooiiTeiiiant  deapatch.  In 
conaideration  of  each  aervice,  the  United  Statea  coTe- 
nanted  with  the  Detitioner  to  pay  him  for  the  cargo  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  Mj  cents  for  every  barrel 
of  floor,  teTenty-fiye'  cents  for  every  half  barrel  of  flour, 
and  forty  cents  for  every  bushel  of  coin,  as  the  full 
freight  and  compensation  for  the  voyage.  The  schooner 
arrived  at  the  port  of  Lagnira  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
1812;  gave  notice  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States 
of  her  arrival ;  and,  between  the  14ih  of  that  month 
and  the  1st  of  August  foHowing,  about  two-thirds  of 
the  cargo  was  received.  On  that  day  a  Spanirii  force 
entered  Lagnira,  md  seifeed  tiie  vessel  with  about  one- 
third  of  the  cargo  on  board ;  that  part,  however,  was 
thoft  loceived  and  deposited  by  the  agent  of  the  United 
Statea ;  bat  the  schooner  was  foraibly  taken  from  the 
officer  and  crew,  cnrried  by  her  captors  into  Porto  Ca- 
bello^  and  condemned  by  the  Spanish  authorities^  upon 
the  groond  that  the  cargo  was  intended  by  the  Gov* 
emment  of  the  United  States  to  liirnifh  the  inhabitants 
of  Yenesoela  with  provisions,  at  a  time  when  they  were 
in  a  state  of  insurrection,  it  appears  also  to  the  com- 
mittee^ by  a  letter  from  the  petitioner,  addressed  to  a 
foimer  diairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  the 
vessel  remained  in  possession  of  die  captors  until  about 
the  latof  October,  when,  by  the  interposition  and 
friendship  of  Don  Onia,  she  was  restored  to  her  cap« 
tain  and  crew ;  she  was  then  sold  by  the  captain  at 
auction,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  seizure,  delay,  and 
condemnation.  The  petitioner  asks  of  Congress  com- 
pensation finr  the  loss  of  the  vessel  and  audi  damagea 
OS  he  has  sustained. 

This  caaa  preaents  some  foatnres  of  hardship  to  the 
o^mer,  but  it  is  believed  no  legal  obligation  on  the 
United  Siatles.  If  the  owner  has  sustained  dami^ea 
by^  a  bleach  ef  the  eontiact  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  or  its  agottt  at  Lagnira,  then  it  is  conceded  he 
is  entitled  to  a  ooapensation  equivalent  to  the  injury ; 
bwt  if  the  damages  which  have  accrued  to  him  were 
the  consequence  of  an  abuse  of  power  in  the  Spanish 
authorities,  or  aa  illegal  and  hostile  act  of  that  Gov- 
oRimen^  it  is  believed  the  United  States  are  not  re- 
q>onsible  to  the  owner. 

The  committee  know  of  no  rule  by  which  more  ius- 
tice  can  be  done  to  the  parties  than  that  afforded  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract.  They  are  of  opinion  that, 
from  the  foregoing  focts,  these  terms  create  no  legal 
obHgation  on  the  United  States  to  pay  for  the  vessel. 
They,  tiierefove,  recommend  to  die  House  the  follow- 
ing lesolution : 

Rmhtd,  That  the  pray>«r  of  the  peilitionsr  ought 
net  to-bo  gnmtoi. 

WasniitoTOfr,  June  16,  \9\t, 
Srm :  In  conformity  to  the  request  which,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures, 
yon  did  me  the  honor  to  express  to  me  this  morning, 
rritttive  to  the  vessels  sent  oat  with  the  donution  voted 
by  act  of  Congress  in  M«y,  1819,  for  the  relief  of  the 
iidiihitaats  of  y enenela,  I  take  tiie  Uberty  to  state  that 
the  aaid  vessels,  in  number  six,  say  two  from  the  re- 
spective porto  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Balti- 
more, arrived  in  the  port  of  Lagoora  in  the  month  of 
Jtuie,  1  glS.  Of  these  vemais,  addcassed  to  me  as  Can* 
snl  for  the  United  Stetsj^  one  only,  the  Independence 
of  Baltimove,  brooght  with  her  a  regular  charter-party ; 
their  freighto  being  paid  in  advance  before  their  de- 
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parture  from  America,  and  no  timOf  except  in  thioone 
mstance,  being  stipulated  as  to  the  discharge  of  th* 
vessels.  The  Independenee  arrived  on  the  dih  June, 
was  immediately  unloaded  and  reloaded  for  account  <tf 
various  merchants  of  Baltimore.  She  was  cleared  by 
the  custom-house  for  Baltimore  on  the  17th  July,  1818, 
but  deteined  by  a  general  embaifo,  laid  by  order  of 
Miranda,  then  nt  ^  head  of  the  revolutionaxy  Gov- 
ernments The  arrival  of  the  other  vessels  was  delayed 
until  the  27th  and  88di  of  June.  Every  exertion  was 
ussd  for  their  prompt  unloading,  but,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  Hghtem,  the  deranged  slate  of  ^e  town 
from  the  misfQi«ttne  of  the  %0th  March,  and  Unally  the 
impress  of  nearly  all  the  laborers  for  the  war  service^, 
the  diseharging  ef  aU  the  vessels  co«ld  not  be  oempie- 
ted  before  tfie  country  came  again  ondsK  the  8|>anish 
yoke,,  in  the  beginnifig  of  August,  insomuch  that  the 
Active  Trader  and  Cumberland  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Maay  of  Netw  York,  had  part  of  their  ontward  cargoes 
on  beard  at  this  period.  The  ship  Mary  and  Eliaa  ef 
Baltimore,  and  William  Yeaton  from  New  York,  wcso 
ne«ly  loaded  with  return  oaigoea  on  freight  for  this 
countiy. 

I  beg  leave,  therefoire,  to  r^pel  the  charge  made 
against  me,  as  agent  for  the  United  States,  of  want  of. 
doe  diligence  on  my  part;  it  being  impesaibla  for  any 
human  activity,  undsr  similar  drcumstaune%  to  im 
more  for  the  ^ompt  unioatting  of  the  vessel 
tion  than  was  done  by  me. 

For  the  subsequent  evente  relative  to  the  i 
thMT  hbeHing  and  cendemttatien  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thority at  Puea^  Cabellot  and  their  final  reatitalion 
on  appeal  to  Caraocaa,  I  beg  leave  to  sefor  yon  to  the 
proteste  made  in  due  form  before  me  in  Laguira,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  wiU  accompany  the  documents  on 
which  the  claimanto  found  their  demand  for  eenpen- 
sation  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  moat ' 
obedient  servant, 

SOBEVT  K.  LOWRY. 
T.  lixwTOx,  Esq.,  CActtrmon,  Sfc, 

Pniiri^xunrA,  f^kruwry- 14,  1814. 

I  consider  it  a  generri  principle  of  maritime  law, 
thf  t,  as  the  owner  of  a  vessel  who  receives  goods  on 
freight  is  bound  to  use  due  diligence  to  convey  them 
to  the  port  of  destination,  and  deliver  them  to  ord«> 
so  the  consignee  is  bound  to  use  due  dQigence  in  ro- 
ceiving  tiiose  goods,  and  fociKteting  the  veaael's  dis- 
charge. 

Each  party  is  answerable  to  the  other  for  any  injuvf 
that  may  arise  from  neglect  or  dday,  unless  satisfoo- 
tory  reasons  for  delay  can  be  asngned.  When  a  vessof 
is  to  deliver  an  outward,  and  take  in  a  return  cargo,  it 
is  customaiy  to  have  a  charter-party  executed,  in  which 
the  number  of  lay-days,  dec.,  are  stipulated ;  but  when 
the  contract  is  simply  to  ddiveren  ontwiard  cargo,  such 
charter-parties  are  not  necessary,  and  I  believe  not 
usual. 

The  general  rules  of  law  are  then  to  be  resorted  to. 

I  took  the  hberty  of  stating  in  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Eppes,  that  if  the  agreement  for  carrying  provisions  to 
Lagnira  had  been  made  between  Mr.  Clement  and  an 
in^vidnal,  and  the  same  circumstances  of  delay  in 
regard  to  receiving  the  goods  which  are  imputed  to  Mr. 
Lowry  had  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  agent  of  the 
freighter,  Mr.  Clement  could  have  obtemcd  judicial 
feliei 
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The  foregoing  remmrks  explain  the  prrndplee  on 
which  this  opinion  is  founded. 

One  of  Mr.  Clement*B  Yeaeeb  arrived  at  Laguira  on 
fhe  27th,  and  the  other  on  the  30th  of  Jane.  Three 
or  four  days  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  whole  of  the  cargoes — allow  a  week ; 
on  the  7th  of  Jaly  they  ought  to  have  been  diicharged ; 
but  neither  of  them  was  discharged  till  the  8th  or  9th 
of  August. 

Whatever  damage  happened  after  the  expiration  of 
a  reasonable  time,  and  which,  in  its  nature,  was  fairly 
imputable  to  delay,  would  be  recoverable  at  law  of  the 
freighter,  who  would  be  left  to  his  remedy  against  his 
■gent. 

Mr.  Lowry,  it  is  understood,  denies  the  charge  against 
bim.  It  is  a  lact  to  be  inquired  into,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  why  the  captains,  whose  duties  and  whose 
habits  are  to  lose  no  time  in  discharging  their  outward 
cargoes  and  returning,  should  have  ti^ed  with  their 
owners'  interesU  In  the  extraordinary  manner  they 
must  hsve  done,  by  consuming  four  or  five  weeks  in 
doing  what  might,  as  they  themselves  acknowledge, 
have  been  accomplished  in  one. 

But  Mr.  Clement's  right  to  compensation  does  not, 
r  think,  rest  on  this  ground  only. 

His  vessels  were  in  the  service  of  the  nation ;  he 
•ailed  in  a  single  degree  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States ;  he,  therefore,  was  bound  to  presume 
that  the  papers  he  received  from  them  were  competent 
to  jprotect  him. 

it  was  not  for  him  to  cast  about  for  other  passports 
or  documents  of  any  kind  than  what  they  furnished 
him  with ;  and,  under  these  circuoistances,  the  United 
States  must  be  considered  as  guarantying  his  admis- 
•ton  and  his  safety  in  the  Spanish  port4. 

It  must  also  be  considered  as  an  engagement,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Sutes,  that  his  mission  should  not, 
from  its  nature,  expose  him  to  any  extraordinary  dam- 
age. If  this  had  been  apprehended,  he  would  of  course 
have  claimed,  and  been  considel-ed  entitled  to,  a  larger 
compensation  for  the  risk  than  the  usual  amount  of 
freight 

Now  the  seizure  and  condemnation  which,  after  the 
first  detentions,  produced  the  additional  delay  and 
eventual  loss  are  founded  on  the  nature  of  his  errand 
and  the  alleged  defect  of  the  proper  ypers. 

Mr.  Clement's  conduct  throughout  appears,  and  is 
admitted  by  the  agents  for  the  United  Sutes,  both  here 
and  at  Laguira,  to  have  been  unblameable. 

His  vessels  took  in  their  respective  cargoes  here  with 
onexceeded  promptness,  and  delivered  them  at  Laguira 
in  perfect  order.  Nothing  was  done  by  him  or  his  cap- 
tains that  could  in  any  manner  produce  any  injury  or 
disadvantage  to  the  voyage. 

I  cannot  but  think  his  claim  on  the  justice  of  his 
country  a  very  strong  one. 

W.  RAWLB. 

WAYS  AND  xMBANS. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Vir- 
inia,  resolved  itself  ioto  a  Committee  of  the 
~^hoIe,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  the  subsequent  letter  from  Mr. 
Secretary  Dallas. 

Mr.  E.  staled  that,  since  the  receipt  of  the  Sec- 
retary's letter,  the  committee  had  revised  their 
report,  and  bad  .determined  to  recommend  its 
modification,  so  as  to  correspond,  in  so  far  as 
they  believed  coasistent  with  the  public  good, 
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with  the  last  report  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. The  report  of  the  committee  having  beea 
read  over,  the  first  resolution  having  been  read, 
which  proposes  to  continue  the  direct- tax,  and  to 
increase  the  same  fifty  per  cent. 

Mr.  E.,  after  some  introductorjr  remarks,  moved 
to  amend  the  report  in  conformity  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury's  report,  so  as  to  make  the 
addition  one  hundred  instead  of  fifty  per  cent. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  said  that  he  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  offered  to  the  resolution 
under  consideration  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  The  resolution,  as 
originally  reported  by  that  committee,  proposed 
to  continue  the  existing  direct  tax  and  to  add 
fifty  per  cent,  to  the  amount.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  recommended  an  increase  of 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  and,  in  parsaance  of  that 
recommendation,  the  committee  had  directed 
their  chairman  to  make  the  motion  he  had  just 
submitted;  the  effect  of  which,  if  successful, 
would  be  to  raise  by  the  direct  tax  six  millions 
of  dollars.  His  object,  Mr.  O.  said,  was  to  go 
still  further,  and  to  raise  from  that  source  of  rev- 
enue seven  millions  and  a  half.  As  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
it  might  be  proper  for  him  here  to  state,  lest  he 
should  be  considered  as  opposing  the  report  of  the 
committee,  to  which  he  might  be  presumed  to 
have  agreed — that  they  were  much  divided  in 
opinion  as  to  the  point  now  in  question,  as  well 
as  to  several  others  embraced  in  the  report. 

The  honorable  chairman,  Mr.  O.said,  had  cor- 
rectly stated  that  the  plan  of  finance  adopted  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  was,  to  raise  br 
customs,  and  direct  and  indirect  taxes,  a  sum  sat- 
fie  ten  t  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment, and  to  pay  tne  interest  of  the  old  debt, 
together  with  the  interest  on  such  new  debt  as 
might  be  incurred  from  year  to  year  by  the  war, 
and  to  rely  upon  loans  to  meet  all  the  expendi* 
tures  of  the  war.  This,  Mr.  O.  presumed,  was 
to  be  considered  as  the  war  plan  of  finance,  whieh 
the  Administration  had  deemed  competent  to 
carry  the  country  safel]^  through  the  contest.  It 
was  to  the  errors  and  insufficiency  of  this  plan 
that  the  present  financial  embarrassments  or  the 
Government  were  fairly  to  be  attributed.  The 
principal  feature  and  great  defect  of  the  plan  was, 
that  reliance  was  placed,  to  use  the  language  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  ^  the  national 
faith  and  not  the  national  wealth."  It  was,  sim- 
ply, the  plan  of  always  borrowing  and  never  pay- 
ing; a  plan  which  would  necessarily  lead  to 
bankruptcy  either  in  an  individual  or  a  nation. 
Its  authors  seemed  to  have  forgotten  or  disre- 
garded the  first  rudiments  in  any  correct  system 
of  finance,  which  would  have  taught  them  never 
to  contract  a  debt  without  creating  a  revenue 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  gradually  dis* 
charge  the  principal. 

Gentlemen  had  been  warned  of  the  inadequacy  of 
this  plan  of  finance  in  the  outset ;  they  had  been 
told  that  there  was  nothing  miraculoas  in  thia 
thing  called  '-public  faith  ,*"  that  it  was  no  bAter 
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and  frequently  not  as  good  as  the  faith  of  an  indi- 
vidual ;  and  that  the  public  creditor  would  look 
not  only  to  the  honesty  of  the  Qoveroment,  but 
to  the  means  provided  by  it  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments; indeed,  a  pledge  of  the  public  faith  by 
law  for  the  redemption  of  a  debt,  appeared  to  him 
entirely  superfluous;  inasmuch  as  it  was  always 
pledged  by  the  very  act  of  incurring  the  debt. 
Gentlemen  had  been  frequently  urged  to  resort  to 
specific  pledges  of  parts  of  the  existing  revenue 
to  secure  the  payments  of  the  loans,  with  a  view 
to  obtain  them  on  more  favorable  terms.  They 
had,  however,  considered  such  pledges  unimpor- 
taat  and  had  gone  on  relying  upon  public  credit 
alone,  without  taking  any  steps  to  support  it,  un* 
til  the  nation  was  literally  bankrupt.  They  bad, 
indeed,  succeeded .  in  making  some  loans  at  first 
OD  very  unfavorable  terms ;  but  their  system  had 
at  length  entirely  exploded.  It  was  admitted  that 
their  last  attempt  nad  failed,  notwithsunding 
the  Government  had  been  prepared  to  accept 
terms  of  the  most  extravagant  and  ruinous  char- 
acter. The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury showed  that  there  was  a  deficit  in  the  ways 
and  means  provided  for  the  present  year  of  near 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  This  sum  it  was 
necessary  to  raise  immedhitely  to  meet  the  expea- 
ditares  of  the  present  quarter  of  the  year.  In 
this  deficit  was  not  included  the  vast  amount  of 
unascertained  debt  which  had  arisen  from  ex- 
penditures not  comprised  in  the  {general  estimate, 
and  for  which  no  specific  appropriations  had  been 
made  by  law;  but  which,  however,  had  as  fair  a 
claim  on  the  Government  for  immediate  payment 
as  any  other.  He  alluded  particularly  to  tne  ex- 
penses which  had  attended  the  employment  of  the 
Tast  bodies  of  militia  which  had  been  called  into 
the  public  service,  and  which  the  Government 
did  not  now  possess  funds  to  meet. 

The  correctness  of  the  summary  view  he  had 
taken  of  the  defects  in  the  plan  of  finance,  he 
believed  could  not  be  questioned.  The  conse- 
quences of  these  defects  would  be  strongly  exem- 
Elified  by  a  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
1st  loans  had  been  negotiated.  He  had  made  a 
sUtement,  which  he  would  submit  to  the  Com* 
mittee,  and  which  he  believed  sul»tantially  cor- 
rect, intended  to  show  in  a  succinct  point  of  light 
the  extent  of  the  sacrifice  which  the  (Government 
had  been  compelled  to  make  in  order  to  procure 
the  partial  supplies  which  these  loans  had  afforded. 
By  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March,  1814,  a  loan  of 
935,000,000  was  authorized.  Proposals  for  a  part 
of  that  loan,  being  $10,000,000,  were  invited  by 
the  Treasury  on  the  second  day  of  May.  Van* 
otts  proposals  were  made^  and  the  Government 
finally  contracted  foe  the  sum  of  $9,795,056,  at 
the  rate  of  f^XOO  in  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 
aiz  per  cent,  for  eighty-eight  dollars  in  money. 
But  what  particularly  de:{erved  notice  in  this 
contract  was  the  condition  insisted  on  by.  the  con- 
tractors and  acceded  to  by  the  Government,  that 
if  any  part  of  the  925,000,000  loan  should  be 
made  by  the  Treasury,  on  terms  more  favorable 
to  the  lender,  the  same  should  be  extended  to 
that  contract — a  condition  the  most  injurious  to 


the  Government  that  could  have  been  devised^- 
inasmuch  as  it  made  it  the  interest  of  the  con- 
tractors to  depress  rather  than  to  sustain  the  price 
of  the  public  stocks. 

On  the  2^  of  August  proposals  were  again  ii^- 
vited  for  $6,000,000,  as  a  part  of  the  loan  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March ;  and  Gov- 
ernment, on  those  proposals,  contracted  for  the 
sum  of  $2,930,300,  beins  all  it  could  obtain  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock,  at  an  inter*> 
est  of  six  per  cent,  for  eighty  dollars  in  money. 
The  consequence  was  a  sacrifice  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  twenty  per  cent.,  not  only  on  the  amount 
thus  contracted  for,  but  on  the  whole  of  the  con- 
tract for  the  99,795,056;  the  holders  of  which,  by 
virtue  of  the  condition  annexed  to  their  contract, 
had  a  riffht  to  demand  of  the  Government  a  pre- 
mium of  eight  percent,  in  addition  to  the  twelve 
per  cent,  they  had  already  received.  The  fol- 
lowing statement  would  give  a  view  of  the  extent 
of  the  loss  which  the  Government  had  suffered 
in  the  negotiation  of  these  loans. 
Amount  of  the  first  contract  ...  $9,796,056 
Amount  of  the  second  contract  X     -.       •    8,930,300 


Total  contracted  for     «...  12,735,366 

Loss  to  the  GoTerament,  twehe  per  cent 

on  the  original  contract  for  $9,796,056 

$1,176,366 

Twenty  per  cent,  on  the  con- 
tract fbr  $2,930,300   -        .      686^060 

Eight  per  cent  on  $9,795,066, 
in  consequence  of  the  con- 
dition annexed  to  the  first 
oontraet     ....      783,604 

One-fonnh  of  one  per  cent,  on 
$9,796,066  allowed  as  acorn, 
mission       ....        24,487 

One-iburth  of  one  per  cent  on 
$2,930,300  .        -        .  7,326 

Total  loss  -        -        2,676,883 


Amount  of  stock  to  be  created  by  Crovem- 
ment  to  raise  the  sum  contracted  for     $15,302,239 

It  would  be  seen,  Mr.  O.  said,  from  this  state- 
ment, that  the  Treasury^  in  order  to  raise  the 
sum  of  $12,725,356,  had  been  obliged  to  create 
stock  to  the  amount  of  $15,302,237,  apd  had  thua 
paid  a  premium  to  the  lenders  of  92,576,883,  or 
upwards  of  one-fifth  of  the  whole  amount. 

Another  view  of  the  second  contract  might  be 
presented  which  would  be  still  more  strikiuff. 
As  the  eight  per  cent  on  the  sum  of  $9,595,056 
were  lost  solely  in  consequence  of  that  contract, 
the  whole  ought  to  be  placed  to  its  account. 

The  statement  of  the  second  contract  would 
then  stand  thus : 

Amount  contracted  for    -        -        .        -  $2|930,300 
Loss,  20  per  cent  on  that  sum  $686,060 
Eight  per  cent  on  the  sum  of 

$9,796,066  ....    783|604 
One-fonrlh  of  one  per  cent  com. 

mission        ....        7,326 
Total  losson second  contract 1,376,990 

Amount  of  stock  to  be  created  by  the  sec- 
ond contract         $4,307,290 
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It  would  thus  appear  that  the  premiam  io  fact 
paid  by  the  OorerameDt  for  the  sum  of  $3,930,900, 
was  $1,376,900,  or  very  nearly  fifty  per  cent. 
When,  Mr.  O.  said,  the  Treasury  was  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  negotiating^  loans  on  terms  like 
these,  it  reotiired  no  argument  to  prore  thai  the 
finances  and  credit  of  the  nation  were  in  a  state 
of  utter  ruin. 

Mn  O.  had  stated  the  one-fourth  of  one  per 
eent.  on  the  amount  of  the  contracts  as  one  item 
of  the  loss.  That  Tipas  allowed  by  the  law  author- 
ismg  th«  loan  as  a  commission  to  any  person  who 
should  collect  subscriptions  from  others,  and  was 
not  intended  to  be  Riv«n  on  any  sum  which  th« 
contractor  might  offer  for  his  own  benefit.  It 
would  be  seen,  by  a  reference  to  the  report  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  more  than 
one-half  of  the  first  contract  for  99,795,060  was 
taken  by  an  individual,  for  anything  that  ap- 
peared, on  his  own  account;  yet  the  commission 
bad  been  allowed  to  him,  and  indeed,  bad  been 
expressly  stipulated  for  in  his  written  proposals, 
which  couid  not  have  bees  necessary,  had  he 
been  entitled  to  it  by  the  terms  of  the  law.  He 
coutd  not,  therefore,  help  thinking,  Mr.  O.  said, 
that  in  this  instance.  It  had  been  paid  contrary  to 
the  spirit,  and  indeed,  to  the  plain  ktter  of  the 
law. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  entered  into  these  detajls 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  to  the  Committee  that 
a  total  and  immediate  change  in  the  system  of 
finance  hitherto  pursued  by  the  Administration 
was  absolutely  necessary.  It  was  the  first  step 
towards  that  reform  in  the  management  of  the 
finances  which  couid  alone  reatore  and  maintain 
the  public  credit.  Oeatiemen  must  resort  now 
to  what  it  WW  their  duty  loop;  ago  to  hare  adopt- 
ed— a  system  of  direct  and  iotemai  taxes,  suffi- 
ciently extended,  to  form  the  basis  of  loans.  To 
make  that  basts  firm,  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes 
nrust  be  adequate,  not  only  to  pay  the  interest, 
but  to  constknte  a  certain  fund  for  the  refmbdne- 
meni  of  the  principal-^and  must  be  specially 
pledged  to  the  public  creditor  by  law.  Had  this 
system  been  pursued  from  the  beginning,  a  much 
smaller  amount  of  taxes  would  have  b^n  neces- 
tary  to  support  public  credit,  than  are  now  de- 
manded to  restore  it.  In  proportion,  as  the  state 
of  the  ftnvneee  was  desperate,  the  more  vigorous 
must  be  the  remedy  applied  for  their  relierT 

In  any  such  system  of  revenue,  Mr.  O.  said, 
the  direct  tax  was  undoubtedly  a  principal  fea- 
ture. He  bad  always  thought  that,  in  all  coun- 
tries, land  was  the  legitimate  and  proper  object 
of  taxation,  whenever  the  public  exigencies  re- 
quired it.  But  in  this  country  there  were  some 
reasons  which,  in  his  judgment^  rendered  it  pe- 
culiarlf  so.  By  the  Constitution,  direct  taxes 
were  apportioned  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  their  representation  in  that  House. 
The  representation  or  the  States  holding  slaves, 
it  was  well  known,  was  greatly  increased  by  that 
species  of  population.  Ii  was  therefore  provided 
by  the  Constitution,  that  they  should  pay  a  greater 
proportion  of  every  direct  tax,  as  an  equivalent 
lor  the  endue  weight  which  they  thus  aeq^red 


in  the  Government.  The  chairman  of  the  Confr- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  said,  that  the 
direct  tax  was  unequal,  and  therefore  objec- 
tionable j  being  apportioned  among  the  States 
according  to  population,  and  not  according  to 
wealth.    In  any  other  state  of  things  than  that 

K resented  by  th^  Constitution,  the  remark  would 
e  correct.  The  framers  of  that  instrument  in- 
tended that  it  should  be  unequal,  and  that  it 
should  enter  as  a  principal  part  into  every  sys- 
tem of  extraordinary,  it  not  ordinary  taxation, 
to  which  the  country  might  be  compelled  to 
resort. 

He  was,  therefore,  Mr.  O.  said,  in  favor  of  con- 
tinuing tbe  direct  ux,  and  of  increasing  it  beyond 
the  amount  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  Indeed,  so  just  in  a  political  point 
of  view  was  it,  and  so  much  in  conformity  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  that  he  thought 
that  much  the  greater  part  of  the  revenue  now 
required  ought  to  be  raised  by  thai  tax  alonek 
That  it  could  be  extended  greatlv  beyond  the 
amount  proposed,  did  not  admit  of  a  doubt,  li 
gentlemen  would  advert  to  the  document  from 
the  Treasury  laid  on  their  tables  that  morninf 
they  would  find,  if  they  would  make  the  neees* 
sary  calculations,  that  in  those  States  where  the 
valuation  of  houses,  lands,  and  slaves,  had  been 
made  in  pursuance  of  tbe  existing  law,  the  ag- 
gregate proportion  of  the  tax  to  the  amount  of 
the  valuation  was  extremely  small.  In  New 
Hampshire  it  was  about  26>  cents  in  the  lOOdol* 
lars — in  Massachusetts  about  33 — in  Vennoat 
about  30 — in  Rhode  Island  about  16 — in  Cod- 
neetteut  IS— in  New  York  28— Delaware  2S<— 
Maryland  14 — North  Carolina  30— and  Tennea* 
nessee  about  28.  Thus  in  no  case  was  the  pre* 
sent  direct  tax  as  high  as  one-third  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  valaation,  and  in  some 
it  was  no  more  than  about  one-eighth  of  qne  per 
cent.  And  the  average  rate  of  the  tax  in  all  ikm 
States  be  had  named,  was  not  more  than  ooe-fiftji 
of  one  per  cent.  When  it  was  considered  dmt 
the  valuation  was  in  fact,  in  all  cases^  much  be* 
low  the  real  iatrinsto  worth  oC  the  property,  H 
must  be  apparent  that  the  present  lax  could  ba 
greatly  increased  without  becoming  bardensoaie* 

He  was  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  the  direct 
tax,  Mr.  O.  said,  for  another  reason.  It  operated, 
in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  the  Conatitw* 
tion,  unequally  on  the  slavehoiding  States  or  in 
other  words,generaliy8peakiag,on  the  Soutfaerii 
and  Western  Slates.  This  inequality  was  neeen^ 
sary  to  countervail  the  unequal  operation  of  the 
iateraal  duties  on  the  Northern  and  fiastem 
States.  The  docoanent  before  alluded  to,  if  exK 
amined,  io  reference  to  that  subject,  would  pre- 
sent some  striking  results.  He  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  to  the  last  page  of  the  doc- 
ument, which  contained  the  **  aggregate  amounts 
of  internal  duties  ascertained  on  the  10th  of 
October,  1814^  to  have  been  received  in  each 
Sute  or  Territory."  Although  that  aggregste 
did  not,  for  very  evident  reasons,  show  accuratelf 
the  amount  of  internal  duties  actually  accrued  in 
each  Slate,  yet,  when  it  was  considered  that  the 
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eolleetors  were  obliged  by  law  to  make  their  re- 
torDs  at  rery  short  periods,  the  atBouDt  kaowa  at 
the  Treasary  to  have  been  received  at  any  given 
time,  was  tolerable  evideooe  of  tbe  amount  ae- 
erued  up  to  that  time.  At  all  events,  it  was  suf- 
ficiently eieact  for  the  general  purposes  of  his 
argument. 

He  had  made  some  calculations,  Mr.  O.  said, 
while  in  his  seat  that  morning,  from  the  data  of- 
fered by  that  document,  wbichlie  would  submit 
to  the  Committee.  Some  allowance  ouffht  to  be 
made  ki  these  calculations  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ference before  alluded  to,  between  the  duties  re- 
ceived and  the  duties  accrued ;  bcrt  he  believed, 
the  general  result  would  not,  in  any  case,  be 
mater iidly  varied.  The  whole  amoant  of  internal 
duties  ascertained  to  have  been  received  on  the 
10th  of  October,  1814^  was  <(1,491,385.  Of  this 
amoootjthe  States  east  of  the  river  Delaware 
bad  paid  $765,300;  and  States  south  and  west 
of  that,  including  all  the  Territories,  and  the  Dis- 
trict or  Columbia,  bad  paid  $786,185,  while  the 
fopmer  had  seventy-four  Representatives  in  that 
House,  and  the  latter  one  hundred  and  eight.  In- 
elitdinc^  Fennsylvaaia  in  the  Eastern  division, 
it  wtKiTd  appear  that  that  division,  with  ninety- 
ibnr  Representatives,  had  paid  $1,045463,  while 


the  SoBth  and  West  with  eighty-five  Representa- 
tives paid  only  $446,202.  The  State  of  Rhode 
Istttiid,  with  two  Represetitatives,  had  paid  more 


than  Tennessee  with  six,  and  as  much  nearly  as 
Kentucky  with  ten,  or  Ohio  with  six.  Coonec* 
ticnt,  with  seven  Representatives,  had  paid  $58,- 
S77,  while  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  with  sixteen  Re^ 
presentatives.  had  paid  only  about  $65,000.  New 
Jersey  with  six  Representatives  had  paid  $54,202, 
and  Kentucky  with  ten,  $32,935,  The  State  of 
New  York  alone  had  paid  $303,604,  while  afi  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  Delaware,  and  Louis- 
iana, had  paid  only  about  $260,000 ;  while  the 
letter  had  fifty-three  Representatives  in  that 
House,  and  sixty-nine  votes  in  the  choice  of  a 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  while  the  former 
liad  twenty-seven  Representatives,  and  twenty- 
nine  vetes  for  President.  Under  the  Stamp  Act 
alone,  there  had  accrued  in  Massachusetts  during 
the  two  first  quartets  of  the  year,  $14,281,  and  in 
die  Stales  of  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Kentuckv,  Tennessee,  and  Qeoigia,  there  had 
accrued  during  the  same  period  but  $19,435.  In 
Rhode  Island,  with  two  Representatives,  there 
had  accrued  under  the  same  act,  and  fbr  the 
same  time,  more  revenue,  than  in  North  Caro- 
lina, with  thirteen  Representatives — and  gen- 
tlemen would  find  the  same  inequality  running 
throughout  tbe  whole  system.  It  was  most  evi- 
dent, therefore,  that  the  political  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  when 
compared  with  the  other  parts  of  the  Union,  held 
no  proportion  to  the  share  which  they  bore  of  the 
public  burdens. 

As  gentlemen  from  the  South  and  West  had 
always  contended  that  the  duty  on  domestic  dis- 
tilled spirits  pressed  very  unequally  on  that  part 
of  the  Union,  his  attention,  Mr.  O.  said,  had 


been  drawn  particularly  to  that  subject.  He 
found  on  examination,  that  in  the  States  east  of 
the  Delaware,  there  had  accrued  during  the  first 
two  quarters  of  the  year  from  the  duty  on  licen- 
ses t»  distillers  $317^795,  and  in  the  States  south 
and  west  of  that  river  $439,602 ;  and  if  Penn- 
sylvania were  added  to  the  eastetn  division,  the 
States  south  and  west  would  pay  on  that  article 
only  $167,622,  while  the  East  would  pay  $589,* 
575.  Conaectieut,  as  far  as  the  product  could  be 
estimated  by  the  amount  of  the  ux,  made  mora 
domestic  spirits  than  Maryland,  Ohio,  South 
Carolina,  or  Qieorg^,  and  about  as  much  as 
either  Tennessee  or  Kentucky ;  and  the  State  of 
New  York  as  much  as  Delaware,  Maryland, 
North  and  South  Caroiiua,  Ohio,  and  Georgia 
together.  It  would  appear,*  then,  that  tb^  i&a 
that  the  tax  on  domestic  spirits  bore  unequally  oa 
the  Western  and  Southern  country  was  entirely 
erroneous— *the  reverse  was  the  truth. 

Such  a  system  of  internal  duties,  Mr*  O.  said, 
he  considered  both  unjust  and  impolitic ;  unjust, 
because  it  imposed  tbe  public  burdens  on  one 
section  of  the  Union,  while  the  political  power 
resided  in  another  j  and  impolitic,  as  it  must  ne- 
cessarily  tend  to  weaken  the  attachments  of  the 
people  to  the  Government.  The  States  ought 
not  to  coatribttte  to  tbe  support  of  €k»vernment 
in  proportion  to  wealth,  while  power  was  en-, 
joyed  aooording  to  numbers.  He  was,  far  these 
reasons,  Mr.  O.  said,  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 
direct  tax  ought  to  be  iucveased  above,  and  the 
system  of  internal  duties  reduced  b«uw  the 
amount  recommended  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  From  the  effect  of  this  general  prin« 
etple,  howAver,  he  was  willing  to  except  the  w» 
tide  of  domestic  epirits ;  although  the  duty  on 
that  article,  like  all  other  internal  duties,  opera- 
ted unequally  on  the  Bast  and  North,  he  thought 
it  a  proper  subject  of  taxation.  The  use  uf  it  in 
meet  cases  was  a  vice— in  some  «  luxury,  and  in 
very  few  a  necessary.  He  wished  to  increase 
the  duty  to  the  amount  recommended  br  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasurv;  and  when  the  proper 
period  arrived,  he  would  move,  if  no  other  gen4 
tiemen  did  it,  to  amend  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  that  effect.  The 
Chairman  of  the  committee  had  thought  that  a 
duty  of  thirty  cents  on  the  gallon  would  operate 
as  a  prohibition  of  the  manufacture  of  the  arti- 
cle. When,  however,  it  was  recollected  that  im- 
ported spirits  bore  an  average  duty  of  fiAy-eight 
cents  on  the  gallon,  and  that  the  importation  was 
almost  entirely  cut  off,  he  could  not  doubt  but 
that  domestic  spirits  would  easily  bear  the  pro- 
posed tax  without  materially  lessening  the  con- 
sumption. 

Tnere  -were  still  other  reasons,  Mr.  O.  said; 
which  induced  him  to  be  in  favor  of  an  increase 
of  the  direct  tax,  and  to  give  it  a  preference  over 
any  system  of  internal  duties.  It  was  a  certain 
tax  in  iu  product.  The  Government  could  not 
be  deceived  in  the  amount  they  calculated  tode* 
rive  from  it.  When  pledged  to  the  public  credi- 
tor, he  would  be  under  no  appreheostou  that  the 
revenue  would  faU  him.  The  ooofideuoe  inspired 
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by  any  system  of  reveaae  was  always  in  propor- 
tion to  the  certainty  of  its  proceeds.  The  amount 
of  the  proceeds  of  this  tax  could  not  be  materi- 
ally varied  by  any  change  in  the  habits,  customs, 
or  business  of  the  people,  by  which  the  internal 
duties  were  always  more  or  less  affected.  It  was 
not  only  a  certain  tax,  but  it  was  easily  collected. 
It  employed  no  excise  officers  to  harass  the  peo- 
ple. The  assessments  it  required  to  be  made 
were  in  practice  under  the  State  laws  in  almost 
every  State.  In  addition  to  this,  the  mode  of 
colleeting  it  was  an  effectual  security  against 
fraud  on  the  part  of  the  collector.  He  could  not 
embezzle  any  part  of  the  tax  without  detection. 
This  was  a  consideration  of  no  small  impor- 
tance, when  it  was  considered  that  the  Goyern- 
ment  must  necessarily  often  make  improper  ap- 
pointments  to  the  omce  of  collector,  and  when 
It  was  sometimes  the  case,  that  considerations 
entered  into  the  appointment,  other  than  those  of 
the  integrity  and  capacity  of  the  candidate. 

He  was  further  anxious,  Mr.  O.  said,  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  direct  tax,  as  gentlemen  would  per- 
ceive, if  they  ajp^reed  to  raise  an  additional  mil- 
lion and  a  half  from  this  source,  they  would  be 
able  to  dispense  with  the  taxes  on  leather,  can- 
dles, iron,  saddles,  bridles,'  and  some  other  arti- 
cles of  real  necessity,  which  had  been  placed  on 
the  list  of  new  taxes.  The  tax  on  leather  was 
particularly  objectionable.  It  was  proposed  to 
tax  it,  not  only  in  the  first  stage  or  the  manu- 
facture, but  in  harness,  boots,  saddles,  and  bridles; 
in  almost  every  shape  it  could,  assume.  The  tax 
on  iron  was  in  truth  a  tax  on  the  farmer  and 
mechanic,  into  whose  business  it  necessarily  en- 
tered to  a  ^reat  degree.  The  farmer  surely  would 
prefer  paying  his  tax  in  a  gross  sum,  assessed 
upon  his  farm,  when  he  could  know  the  amount 
demanded  of  him,  than  to  have  it  drawn  from 
him  indirectly,  and  to  an  extent  that  he  could  not 
well  estimate,  in  duties  on  all  the  leather,  and 
iron,  and  saddles,  and  bridles,  and  hats,  and  to- 
Imcco,  and  nails,  which  he  might  find  it  neces- 
sary to  purchase. 

•  Mr.  O.  said  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  this  sys- 
tem df  drawing  the  supplies  from  so  many 
sources,  and  running  into  all  this  detail  of  indi- 
rect taxation.  It  was  better  to  lay  hold  of  a  few 
prominent  objects  and  raise  the  money  from 
them.  Many  of  the  proposed  internal  duties 
could  not  be  collected  at  all  by  means  of  an  ex- 
cise, which  was  always  odious  and  oppressive  to 
the  spirit  of  every  free  people.  These  smaller 
items,  therefore,  had  better  be  omitted.  They 
were  not  very  productive,  but  still  were  very 
vexatious  and  harassing.  It  was  better  not  to 
resort  to  them  at  all  until  other  resources  were 
exhausted.  They  might  be  reserved,  at  all  events, 
until  next  year;  when,  if  the  war  continued^ 
there  would  be  ample  opportunity  to  include 
them  in  the  list. 

Gkotlemen  would  perceive,  also,  that  many  of 
these  new  internal  duties  were  to  be  levied  on 
the  manufactures  of  the  country.  The  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  O.  said,  had  professed  a  great  regard 
for  the  ^'  infant  manufactures."    Iron  and  leather 


were  articles  of  common  use  and  necessity ;  and 
it  was  as  essential  to  national  independence  to 
protect  and  encourage  the  manufacture  of  these 
articles^  as  the  manufacture  of  cotton.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  determined 
to  give  up  the  tax  on  cotton  yarn.  He  approved 
of  that  determination  $  but  he  could  see  no  rea- 
son for  exempting  that  manufacture,  which  did 
not  apply  with  equal  or  greater  force  to  the  others. 
He  had  still  another  reason,  Mr.  O.  said,  for 
increasing  the  direct  tax  beyond  the  amount  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  would  be  observed  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  recommended  a  National 
Bank,  as  an  essential  part  of  his  plan  of  finance. 
Indeed  so  essential  did  he  consider  it,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  pivot  on  which  his  whole  sys- 
tem turned,  and  without  it  he  pould  not  be  held 
at  all  responsible  for  the  success  of  his  plans. 
Ahhoiigh,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  was  friendly  to  a  Na* 
tional  Bank,  organized  on  correct  and  independ- 
ent principles,  and  believed  it  necessary  to  a  safe 
and  easy  management  of  the  revenue,  he  could 
never  approve  of  such  a  bank  as  the  Secretary 
had  proposed.  It  contained  principles  which  %p* 
peared  to  him  subversive  of  the  very  objects  the 
Secretary  had  in  view  in  its  establishment.  A 
bank  with  a  capital  of  $6,000,000  in  specie,  and 
$44,000,000  in  stock,  for  all  the  legitimate  purpo- 
ses of  banking,  was  in  truth  nothing  more  than 
a  bank  of  $6,000,000.  It  was  impossible,  in  the 
present  state  of  banking  credit,  that  such  a  bank 
should  loan  extensively  to  the  Government  with- 
out being  soon  reduced  to  the  situation  of  mosi 
of  the  other  banks  in  the  country.  The  effect  of 
it,  then,  would  be  still  more  to  sink  the  public 
credit,  and  embarrass  the  financial  operations  ot 
the  Government.  A  bank  to  succeed  must  be 
left  perfectly  free  to  pursue  its  own  interests^ 
without  the  interference  of  the  Gk)vernment.  It 
must  proceed  in  the  outset  with  great  caution, 
and  on  a  limited  scale,  until  by  degrees  it  could 
draw  to  itself  the  public  confidence,  and  restore 
it  also  to  the  other  banking  institutions  in  the 
country,  and  thus  gradually  get  the  whole  ma- 
chine again  in  motion.  Whether  it  could  suc- 
ceed at  all  was  extremely  problematical ;  but  it 
certainly  could  not  if  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  its  own  interests,  were  to  be  the 
guide  of  its  conduct.  There  were  other  objec- 
tions to  the  Secretary's  plan,  particularly  the 
agency  which  the  Government  was  to  have  in 
the  appointment  of  directors,  but  he  would  not 
dwell  on  them.  It  was  enough  to  observe  that 
unless  the  proposed  plan  of  the  bank  was  mate- 
rially modified,  there  was  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  would  meet  with  no  support  from  the  mi- 
nority in  the  House ;  and  perhaps  it  would  re- 
ceive but  little  in  any  shape.  As  there  were 
many  gentlemen  in  the  House  opposed  to  a  bank 
under  any  circumstances,  and  many  who  would 
dislike  its  details,  it  became  very  questionable 
whether  it  would  be  adopted  at  all.  Under  this 
view  of  the  subject,  it  became  important  to  ren- 
der the  system  of  revenue,  independent  of  the 
bank,  more  effectual  and  adequate. 
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In  ?rer7  point  of  light,  therefore,  in  ^hieh  he 
had  been  able  to  consider  the  snoject)  Mr.  O. 
said  he  was  satisfied  that  an  increase  of  the  direct 
tax  beyond  the  amount  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  essential. 
Without  it,  he  thought  the  system  incomplete, 
and  be  believed  it  would  be  found  ineffectual. 

Haring-  thus,  Mr.  O.  said,  submitted  to  the 
Committee  the  remarks  that  had  occurred  to 
him,  to  show  that  the  disastrous  state  of  the 
finances  could  be  retrieved  only  by  an  immediate 
and  total  change  in  the  ruinous  system  hitherto 
pursued,  and  a  resort  to  a  vigorous  and  exten- 
sive plan  of  internal  revenue,  he  ousht  perhaps 
no  longer  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. But,  feeling  as  he  did,  that  the  great 
addition  to*  the  existing  burdens  of  the  people, 
which  was  about  to  be  heaped  on  them,  had  been 
rendered  necessary  by  the  war,  he  must  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee,  while  be  laid  be- 
fore them,  in  a  summary  manner,  his  views  of 
the  present  state  and  character  of  the  war,  and 
the  line  of  conduct  in  relation  to  it,  which  he 
felt  called  upon  to  pursue.  His  sentiments,  Mr. 
O.  said,  as  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  and  the  ob- 
jects for  which  it  was  avowedly  declared,  had 
always  been  uniform.  At  its  commencement  he 
thpught,  and  he  stiU  thought,  that  it  was  unne- 
cessary and  inex|>edient2  and' that  it  was  waged 
for  objects  unattainable  m  themselves,  and  if  at- 
tainable, unimportant,  when  considered  in  con- 
nexion with  the  immense  public  and  private  sac- 
rifice with  which  a  successful  pursuit  of  them 
must  necessarily  be  attended.  Adverting  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  war  was  de-. 
clared,  to  the  total  want  of  preparation  for  it, 
and  the  carelessness  manifested  by  its  authors 
about  its  ultimate  and  probable  consequences,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  history  of  human  folly 
and  rashness  could  not  present  an  act  so  enor- 
moas.  When  he  considered  the  extent  of  individ- 
ual and  national  injury  growing  out  of  the  war; 
the  essential  interests  and  rights  of  the  country 
staked  upon  its  issue;  the  treasure  which  has 
been  squandered,  and  the  blood  which  has  been 
shed  in  its  progress;  with  the  absence  of  all  ra- 
tional hope  that  it  could  be  brought  to  a  success- 
ful termination  with  the  means  which  had  been 
thought  adequate  by  the  Government  at  its  com- 
mencement— all  of  which  had  been  distinctly 
pointed  out,  and  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  by 
Its  authors — he  could  scarcely  resist  the  belief 
that  they  had  acted  under  the  influence  of  a 
blind  inutuation,  which  had  alike  set  at  defiance 
the  plainest  dictates  of  prudence,  and  the  lessons 
which  the  experience  of  every  age  had  taught. 

He  had  said  that  the  avowed  objects  of  the 
war,  in  its  commencement,  were  unattainable  in 
themselves,  and,  if  attainable,  too  unimportant  to 
justify  the  war  either  in  its  origin  or  continu- 
ance. That  they  were  now  impliedly  admitted 
to  be  so  by  the  Administration  itself,  appeared 
abandantly  from  the  documents  before  the  pub- 
lic. To  say  nothing  of  the  question  relative  to 
the  blockades,  about  which  there  was  no  sub- 
stantial difference  between  the  enemy  and  our- 


selves, he  would  Confine  himself  to  the  "  princi- 
pal cause  of  war,''  which  had  arisen  out  of  the 
practice  by  the  enemy  of  impressing  from  our 
merchant  vessels  his  own  seamen,  ft  could  not 
but  be  recollected  that  the  war  had  been  com- 
meneed,  as  far  a$  it  related  to  this  branch  of  the 
quarrel,  with  the  express  design  of  compelling 
the  enemy,  not  only  to  discontinue  that  practice 
in  point  of  fact,  but  to  stipulate  by  treaty  that  if 
should  not  be  renewed.  This  was  the  ground 
decidedlv  taken  by  the  Administration,  many  of 
its  frieoas  bad  gone  further,  and  insisted  that  the 
enemy  should  be  compelled  to  stipulate,  not  only 
to  abandon  the  practice,  but  also  to  surrender  the- 
claim  of  right. 

That  such  were  the  views  of  the  Administra*- 
tion,  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  war,  and  such  the  concessions 
from  the  enemy,  which  he  expected  to  obtain,  was 
apparent  from  its  declarations  at  the  time;  the 
same  views  had  been  continued  and  the  same  in* 
tentions  avowed  in  subsequent  stages  of  the  war. 
If  gentlemen  would  advert  to  the  correspondence 
between  Admiral  Warren  and  our  Qovernment, 
soon  after  its  commencement,  they  would  find  the 
same  spirit  manifested.  He  did  not  know  that 
he  recollected  accurately  the  purport  of  that  cor- 
respondence. He  had  not  been  able,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  general  destruction  of  the  papers 
and  documents  of  the  House,  conveniently  to 
recur  to  it.  He  would  therefore  thanl^any  gen- 
tleman on  either  side  of  the  House  to  correct  any 
impression  relative  to  it  which  he  might  appear 
erroneously  to  entertain.  He  would  tnen  allege 
that  the  Grovernment  refused  to  accept  the  peace 
proffered  on  that  occasion  by  the  enemy,  on  the 
ground  that  no  peace  between  the  two  countries 
could  be  secure  or  of  long  continuance  unless  the 
subject  of  impressment  was  so  adjusted  in  the 
negotiation  that  the  practice  of  it  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  should  entirely  cease.  [Here  Mr* 
Jackson,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  observed,  that  as 
tlhe  gentleman  from  New  York  had  desired  to  be 
corrected  in  any  (erroneous  impression  he  might 
entertain  in  relation  to  the  correspondence  alluded 
to,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  the 
Government  had  demanded  as  a  condition  of  its 
acceptance  of  the  armistice  offered  by  Admiral 
Warren,  that  the  enemy  should  agree  to  discon- 
tinue the  practice  of  impressment  during  the  ne- 
Sotiation  which  might  follow.]  Mr.  O.  said  he 
id  not  question  that  the  statement  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  substantially  correct.  Ad- 
mitting it  to  be  so,  he  said  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
dition insisted  on  by  the  Government  folly  bore 
him  out  in  the  remark  he  had  made  on  its  views, as 
manifested  in  that  correspondence.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment refused  even  to  assent  to  a  negotiation 
until  the  enemy  had  yielded  the  point  in  dispute, 
by  agreeing  to  discontinue  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment during  its  pendency,,  it  could  hardly  be 
supposed  that  in  the  negotiation  itself  it  was  not 
determined  to  insist  that  a  complete  abandonment 
of  the  practice  should  be  expressly  stipulated.  He 
felt  justified,  therefore,  in  saying,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  correspondence  with  Admiral 
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Warren,  was  actuated  by  ita  uaiform  conviction 
that  no  treaty  of  peace  ought  to  he  made  with 
lEngJand,  in  which  the  question  uf  impressment 
was  not  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

On  the  subject  of  the  refusal  to  accede  to  the 
armistice  offered  by  Admiral  Warren,  Mr.  O. 
aaid.  he  could  not  forbear  remarking,  that  tb€ 
•conduct  of  the  Administration  appeared  to  him  to 
have  been,  on  that  occasion,  not  less  rash  and  un- 
wise than  in  the  declaration  of  war.  An  opportu- 
,«ity  was  then  afforded  of  extricating  the  country 
Crom  the  war  with  honor.    The  effect  of  the 

E reposition  of  the  enemy,  if  acceded  to,  would 
gve  been  to  have  re-established  the  relations  of 
peace,  by  restoring  the  two  countries  to  the  state 
in  which  they  were  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war^terms  which  the  Government  appeared 
willing  now  to  accept,  but  which  he  feared  could 
aot  be  obtained  until  after  a  protracted  and  bloody 
contest. 

The  determination  of  the  Government  to  ad- 
here to  thejrround  which  it  assumed  in  the  outsat, 
on  the  subject  of  impressment,  was  fully  mani- 
£^ted  in  the  earliest  instructions  to  our  Commis- 
aioners  for  n^otiating  peace.  As  far  as  its  views 
could  be  collected  from  those  parts  of  the  first  in- 
structions which  had  been  made  public,  and  which 
on  that  point  were  full  and  explicit,  it  was  abun- 
dantly evident  that  the  grand  object  of  the  nego- 
tiation was,  as  that  of  the  war  had  been,  to  obtain 
from  th^  enemy  a  clear  and  precise  stipulation 
hy  treaty,  that  the  practice  of  impressment  should 
be  abandoned.  If  gentlemen  would  look  at  these 
instructions  they  would  everywhere  see.  in  the 
first  stages  of  them,  the  same  spirit.  In  the  letter 
of  the  15th  of  April,  1813,  the  Secretary  of  Sute, 
after  observing  that  the  war  would  eease^  when 
the  enemy  should  respect  the  right  of  our  seamen 
(b]r  which  it  was  presumed  the  Secretary  meant 
British  seamen  on  board  of  American  vessels)  to 
be  exempted  from  impressment,  had  declared  that 
the  proposition  made  bv  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Brit- 
ish Government  immcdiateiy  after  the  war,  and 
the  answer  given  bv  the  Department  of  State  to 
Admiral  Warren,  showed  tne  ground  on  which 
the  United  States  were  willing  to  adjust  that 
controversy.  In  the  same  letter  it  was  again  de- 
clared, that  to  secure  the  United  States  against 
impressment,  ''a  clear  and  distinct  provision  must 
be  made  against  the  practice" — the  form  was  not 
material— all  that  was  required  was,  that  the  Brit- 
bh  Government  should  "  stipulate  in  some  ade- 
quate manner  to  terminate  or  forbear  the  practice 
of  impressment  from  American  vessels."  Again, 
in  the  same  letter,  the  Commissioners  were  told 
that  the  great  object  they  had  to  secure  was.  "  that 
our  flag  should  protect  the  crew,"  and  if  that 
was  not  done,  the  United  States  *'  had  appealed 
to  arms  in  vain,"  and  that  if  their  efforts  to  ac- 
complish it  failed,  "  all  further  negotiation  would 
cease." 

In  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  January,  1814,  gen- 
tlemen would  find  it  declared  that  "  the  senti- 
ments of  the  President  had  undergone  no  change" 
on  the  important  subject  of  impressment ;  that 
'  the  degraaing  practice  must  cease,  our  flag  must 


protect  the  crew,  or  the  United  States  could  not 
consider  themselves  an  independent  nation;"  and 
we  were  further  told,  that  in  agreeing  to  treat 
with  Great  Britain  directljr,,  ^'  no  concession  was 
contemplated  on  any  point  in  controversy."  And 
in  the  letter  of  the  14th  of  February,  1814,  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  same  ground  was  main- 
tained even  io  the  event  of  a  peace  in  Europe. 

It  would  thus  be  manifest,  Mr.  O.  said,  from  a 
view  of  the  official  documents  connected  with  tbe 
origin  and  progress  of  the  negotiation  to  a  late 
period,  that  the  Government  had  all  alony  con- 
sidered a  stipulation  by  treaty  on  the  subject  of 
impressment  as  essential  to  any  secure  and  honor- 
ablq  peace ;  that  it  had  assumed  that  ground  as 
the  main  object  oi  the  war;  that  it  had  deeme4 
such  a  stipulation  not  only  attainable^  but  suffi- 
ciently important  to  justify  the  war;  in  that  it 
had  been  made  a  "sthe  qua  non^^  to  any  treaty  of 
peace. 

It  was  true,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  the  Government 
bad  occasionally  varied  its  ground  as  to  the  limi- 
tation in  point  of  time,  of  the  stipulation  con- 
tended for,  and  had  gone  very  far  in  tendering  to 
Great  Britain  an  equivalent  for  such  a  stipolar 
tion.  It  had  even  gone  the  length  of  proposing, 
that  the  crews  of  our  vessels  sb^uld  be  mosierM 
previous  to  the  voyage,  and  be  subjected  to  the 
examination  and  scrutiny  of  British  Consuls  or 
commercial  agents.  A  regulation,  Mr.  O.  said, 
almost,  if  not  altogether,  as  degradioff  as  the  prac- 
tice of  impressment  itself,  and  mucb  more  injor 
rious  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country. 
But,  notwithstanding  these  concessions  on  subor- 
dinate points,  the  stipulation,  in  its  principal  fea- 
ture, had  been  constantly  adhered  to  in  every  in- 
struction to  our  Ministers,  down  to  the  25th  of 
June,  1814. 

A  little  previous  to  that  time,  Mr.  O.  said,  gen- 
tlemen would  recollect,  that  authentic  intelligence 
was  received  in  this  country  of  the  detbroneneftt 
of  the  late  Emperor  of  France.  That  event  made 
it  certain  that  peace  would  not  only  be  restored 
in  Europe,  but  would  be  restored  under  circum- 
stances rendering  futile  any  expectation  which 
might  have  been  entertained  hy  our  Gbvernment 
of  reaping  any  advantage,  in  the  contest  with 
England,  from  the  power  or  influence  of  France. 
The  effect  of  this  on  the  Administration  had  cer^ 
tainly  been  to  lower  its  tone  on  the  subject  of 
impressment.  In  the  letter  to  our  Ministers  of 
the  35th  of  June,  1814,  the  first  appearance  was 
manifested  of  a  design  to  recede  trom  the  main 
ground.  In  that  leuer  our  Commissioners  were 
instructed,  that,  in  case  no  stipulation  could  be 
obtained  from  the  British  Government,  either  re- 
linquishing the  claim  of  impressment,  or  discon- 
tinuing the  practice,  they  were  at  liberty  to  agree 
to  an  article,  referring  the  subject  to  a  future 
neffoiiation.  The  Government,  however,  still 
looked  forward  to  an  eventual  arrangement  of  the 
difference  on  this  point,  similar  to  that  for  which 
it  had  uniformly  been  contending.  An  ultimate 
stipulation  by  treaty,  discontinuing  the  practice 
of  impressment,  was  still  its  object  and  intention. 
Two  days  afterwards,  however,  Mr.  O.  said,  the 
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view*  of  the  Gbrerameiit  Qoderwent  a  ftarther 
ehaiige,  and  "on  matnre  oonsidentien''  it  was 
determined  te  abandon  the  whole  ground.  In  the 
letter  of  the  d7th  of  JunO)  the  Commissioners  were 
told  that  they  might  "  omit  any  stipnlation  on  the 
•nbjeet  of  imfnresament  if  found  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  terminate  the  war.** 

It  was  thus  apparent,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  a  war, 
oommeaeed  for  the  purpose  of  irindieating  the 
rights  of  the  nation^^whteh  its  authors  considered 
essentially  violated  by  the  impressment  of  Brit- 
ish seamen  from  our  vessels,  was  to  have  been 
eoockided  by  an  absolote  abandonment  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  of  all  the  grounds  on 
wlfcich  it  had  been  declared,  and  the  country,  after 
tmo  years  of  suffering  and  saerifiee,  the  extent  of 
vliieh  was  even  now  little  understood,  but  which 
w<mld  be  fdt  for  generations  to  oome,  was  te 
teve  been  placed  in  the  same  situation,  as  it  re- 
spected the  question  of  impressment,  in  which  it 
stood-  at  the  cammeneement  of  the  war.  This 
alModonment  of  the  original  objects  of  the  war 
was  not  only  total,  but,  in  its  elect,  perpetual. 

The  Qovernment,  after  having  published  to  the 
enemy  its  intentions  to  have  conceded  the  point, 
eovld  scarcely  hope  to  revive  its  claims  with  suc- 
eeas  in  any  future  negotiation. 

lir.  O.  said  'he  would  submit  to  gentlemen, 
wbether  he  was  not  heme  out  by  the  facts  ap- 
pearing en  the  face  of  the  documents,  when  he 
jnefMated  that  the  avowed  ohjecuof  the  war  were 
unattainahle  by  it ;  or,  if  attainable,  too  unim- 
portant to  jostifv  either  its  commencement  or 
costittuaaee ;  and  that  they  were  now  impliedly 
CMfamtted  to  he  so  by  tiie  Administration  itself. 


Wuakl  it  he  said,  asked  Mr.  O.^  that  the  unes- 
pecled  peace  in  Europe  had  defeated  the  hopes 
which  the  Governmeiit  had  entertained  of  bring- 
ing the  contest  to  a  successful  issue?    He  had 
Mlieved  that,  to  the  rashness  of  plunging  the 
oooDtrjr  into  the  war,  the  authors  had  added  the 
iblly  of  relying  for  its  auoeesa,  more  on  a  favor- 
able  eourse  of  events  in  Europe,  than  on  the 
atrength  and  resosrces  of  their  own  country.  He 
d^  not  wish  by  this  to  be  understood  as  enter- 
taining a  belief  that  the  war  had  originated  in 
any  concert  with  France,  or  with  a  view  to  pro- 
mote her  interests.    He  knew  of  no  satisfactory 
evidence  to  support  such  a  belief,  though  it  had 
eertainly  been  entertained  by  many  in  tTiis  coun- 
try ;  and  so  striking  had  been  the  circumstances 
vnder  which  the  war  had  been  declared,  so  well- 
tiaaed  in  point  of  fact  had  been  the  blow  aimed  at 
Bngland,  and  which,  through  her,  reached  her 
alliea,  that  he  had  authority  for  saying  that,  in 
Surope,  the  impression  was  general,  however 
Bnjust,  that  the  war  had  originated  in  a  coinci- 
dence of  views  aad  oMects  between  our  Qovem- 
ment  and  the  French  Emperor ;  that  we  had  now 
no  friend  on  thai  Continent,  and  that  the  ear  of 
every  European  Court  was  closed  against  us.  He 
meant  merely  to  state  his  own  conviction,  he  said, 
that  the  authors  of  the  war  had  rested  cbieflv  on 
the  success  of  France  for  a  favorable  issue  ox  the 
contest ;  that  they  had  done  so  in  some  degree 
did  not  now  seem  to  be  denied.    It  was  evident 


to  him,  from  the  consideration  that  they  had  be- 
^n  the  war  without  preparation,  had  condugted 
It  without  vigor,  and  had  determined  to  give  it 
up  entirely  as  soon  as  they  knew  that  the  fate  of 
France  was  decided.  He  did  not  mention  this 
as  an  impeachment  of  the  motives  of  the  Admin- 
istration. Deeming  the  war  just  and  expedient, 
they  might  have  thought  that  prudence  and  sound 
nolicy  required  them  to  take  the  opportunity  af- 
lorded  by  the  state  of  things  in  Europe,  to  attack 
the  enemy  to  advantage,  in  the  hope  of  thu8com-« 
piling  him  to  make  concessions  which  thej^  could 
not  expect  to  obtain  by  an  exertion  of  their  own 
means.  How  far  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion might  discern  in  this  consideration  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  evident  rashness  of  the  attempt,  he 
could  not  conjecture.  He  could  say,  however, 
that  he  never  expected  to  see  any  honest  states- 
man, who  was  at  the  same  time  a  wise  one,  com- 
pelled to  lay  before  his  country  such  an  apology 
for  the  failure  of  the  war. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  was  aware  that  it  had  been 
attempted  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  our  Gov- 
ernment had  abandoned  the  grounds  on  which 
the  war  was  commenced,  by  resorting  to  a  train 
of  reasoning,  in  his  judgment,  entirely  deceptive. 
It  had  been  said  that,  as  exemption  from  the  prac- 
tice of  impressment  was  the  object  of  the  war, 
and  as  it  bad  been  continued  until  the  practice 
had  in  fact  ceased  by  the  peace  in  Europe,  that 
object  had  been  "  essentially  obtained  for  the 
present.**  If^  indeed,  the  practice  of  impressment 
had  Ceased  in  consequence  of  the  peace  in  Eu- 
rope, it  had  done  so  because  Great  Britain  bad 
I  chosen  to  discontinue  it  for  considerations  grow 


ing  out  of  her  own  convenience,  and  depending 
entirely  on  her  own  will.  The  war  had  in  no 
degree  contributed  ta  produce  that  effect.  To 
say  that  the  obiect  of  the  war  had  been  essen- 
tially obtained,  because  the  practice  of  impress- 
ment had  ceased,  when  it  had  not  ceased  in  con- 
sequence of  the  war,  appeared  to  him  a  course  of 
argument  entirely  unsupported.  In  no  sense,  then, 
could  the  war  be  considered  as  having  succeeded. 
If  peace  were  made  to-morrow,  it  would  have 
produced  no  state  of  things  advantageous  to  the 
United  States  which  would  not  exist  without  it, 
and  the  country  would  be  placed  in  no  respect  in 
a  more  eligible  situation  than  it  would  be,  had  it 
never  been  declared. 

It  must  be  evident,  he  thought,  from  the  obser- 
vations he  had  ^fered  to  the  Committee,  that 
the  Administration  stood  committed  to  the  coun- 
try in  the  most  serious  manner.  They  had  in- 
volved it  in  war  for  objects  which  they  had  failed 
to  obtain,  and  which  they  had  now  lost  all  hope 
of  obtaining;  and  they  were  unable  to  make 
peace,  though  they  were  prepared  to  accept  it  on 
terms  which  had  once  been  offered  to  them.  View- 
ing their  conduct  in  this  light,  considering  the 
feeble  manner  in  which  they  had  conducted  the 
war  in  all  its  stages,  how  they  had  misapplied  the 
means,  and  exhausted  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try in  fruitless  attempts  at  conquest,  which,  if 
successful,  would  be  useless  $  and  looking,  as  he 
did,  with  serious  alarm  to  the  future  consequences 
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of  tbeir  errors,  he  felt  bound  to  express  aa  opin- 
ion thus  publicly^  that  they  were  not  competent 
to  direct  the  affairs  of  this  nation  in  the  present 
crisis,  and  that  no  rational  hope  could  be  enter- 
tained that  any  peace,  which  the  real  friends  of 
the  country  could  approve,  would  ever  be  obtained 
under  their  auspices. 

With  such  impressions,  and,  feeling  as  he  did, 
little  confidence  that  any  means  which  miffht  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Administration  ^r  the 
support  of  the  war  and  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, would  be  employed  with  any  better  effect 
than  heretofore,  he  had  thought  much  of  the 
course  which  he  ought  to  adopt  when  the  ques- 
tion of  supplies  should  come  before  the  House. 
The  result  had  been,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  doty 
to  vote  for  supplies,  and  to  assist,  as  far  as  he  was 
able,  in  the  organization  of  a  system  of  revenue 
calculated  to  make  these  supplies  certain  and 
adequate.  He  should  therefore  give  his  support 
to  such  parts  of  the  plan  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  as  appeared  to  him  to  operate 
with  tolerable  equaliiv  on  the  different  sections 
of  the  Union  ;  and  if  he  proposed  any  alterations 
they  would  not  be  calculated  to  diminish  the 
amount  of  revenue,  but  to  vary  the  sources  from 
which  it  was  to  be  drawn. 

He  was  aware,  he  said,  that  he  might  be  told 
that  be  had  pursued  a  different  course  when  the 

S|uestion  of  supplies  was  under  consideration  at  a 
ormer  session  of  Conffress.  He  certainly  had 
done  so,  and  hence  he  lelt  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  state  the  reasons  which  actuated  him  on  both 
occasions.  He  trusted  his  friends,  with  some  of 
whom  he  might  differ  on  this  point,  would  see, 
from  the  view  he  had  taken  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  that  anv  change  of  conduct  which  might 
be  attributed  to  him  in  this  respect,  had  not  arisen 
from  any  change  in  bis  opinions  of  the  political 
character  of  the  Administration. 

Mr.  O.  said,  as  long  as  the  war  was  waged  on 
the  principles  on  which  it  had  been  commenced, 
as  long  as  it  was  an  offensive  war.  a  war  to  pro- 
tect British  seamen  on  board  of  American  mer- 
chant vessels-— and  when  the  Administration  had 
refused  to  accept  an  offer  of  peace  from  the  ene- 
my on  terms  which  he  thought  comported  with 
the  interests,  and  did  not  infringe  the  honor  of 
the  nation-— it  had  met  his  decided  disapproba- 
tion. He  had  thought  it  not  only  unnecessary 
and  inexpedient,  but  unjust.  To  a  war  com- 
menced on  such  principles,  and  waged  for  such 
objects,  he  could  never  lend  any  countenance  or 
support.  When,  therefore,  on  a  former  occasion, 
he  had  been  called  upon  to  srant  supplies  for  car- 
ry ioff  on  the  war,  he  had  felt  it,  in  common  with 
his  iriends,  to  be  his  duty  to  vote  against  them  ; 
and  if  the  majority  of  the  House  bad.  at  that  time, 
adopted  a  similar  course,  the  Administration 
would  have  been  compelled  to  have  made  a 
peace,  upon  terms  which  could  then  have  been 
obtained,  and  which  they  had  since  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  obtain. 

But,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  now  considered  the  war, 
in  point  of  fact,  as  essentially  changed.  It  was 
now  strictly  a  war  of  defence — we  were  attacked 


on  every  side.  Instead  of  coBqaering  the  enemy*! 
territory,  a  part  of  our  own  was  in  his  hands. 
We  were  called  on  fo  repel  invasion  oil  every 
quarter.  The  enemv,  losing  sight  of  his  own  in* 
terests,  and  actuated  by  ambition  or  a  desire  of 
revenge,  and  feeling  no  doubt  a  contempt  for  the 

{>ower  and  resoorees  of  the  country,  which  ther 
eeble  conduct  of  the  Administration  was  too  well 
calculated  to  inspire,  had  made  demands  which 
rendered  peace  impossible,  unless  on  terms  which 
violated  the  essential  interests  and  honor  of  the 
country.  The  war,  therefore,  was  in  fact  a  new 
war,  to  be  waged  on  new  principles,  and  for  new 
objects.  As  long  as  it  continued  to  be  waged  for 
such  objects  and  upon  such  principles, and  as  long 
as  the  enemy  persisted  in  nis  present  demands^ 
the  war  must  be  carried  on.  the  country  must  be 
defended ;  and  it  was  to  be  hoped,  with  a  prospect 
of  success,  when  the  power  and  resources  otthe 
nation  should  be  placed  in  abler  hands. 

If  any  plan  could  be  devised  for  furnishing  and 
applying  the  supplies  for  the  war,  without  placing 
them  at  the  disposal  of  the  present  Admin istratioa, 
Mr.  O.  said  he  should  seize  it  with  avidity.  He 
knew  of  none,  without  resorting  to  principles  and 
acts  of  a  revolutioi^ary  character,  which  would 
put  at  hazard  the  existence  of  the  National  Gor* 
ernment.  The  men  iu  power  were  the  Constitu- 
tional organs,  through  which  the  Gtovernment 
must  be  administered,  while  they  continued  to 
hold  it.  He  should  therefore  vote  for  the  supplies. 
He  should  act  on  this  occasion  as  he  would  if  the 
granting  of  them  depended  on  his  vote  alone.  If 
they  were  withheld,  and  the  Admioistratioa 
should  refuse  to.  resign,  the  Qovernment  would 
be  dissolved  and  the  country  ruined.  If  they  were 
granted,  it  was  barely  possible,  that,  under  their 
management,  it  could  be  saved. 

While  such  were  declared  to  be  his  views,  Mr. 
O.  said,  as  to  the  war  under  its  present  aspect 
and  to  the  supplies  necessary  for  carrying  it  od, 
he  must  be  permitted,  again  and  aeain,  to  say. 
that  he  had  little  hope  that  it  would  be  conducted 
with  success  or  brought  to  safe  and  honorable  issue 
by  the  men  now  in  power.  He  should  con- 
stantly repeat  that  the  whole  responsibilitv  of  the 
disastrous  state  of  our  affairs  rested  solely  on 
them.  Tbev  were  responsible  for  having  declared 
the  war  without  necessity  and  for  objecu  unat- 
tainable and  unimportant — for  having  conducted 
it  without  vigor  or  foresight — for  having  ruined 
the  finances  of  the  country — ^and  for  having  com- 
pelled a  resort  to  this  extensive  and  burdensome 
system  of  taxes  as  the  only  means  of  preventing 
absolute  national  ruin.  They  were  responsible, 
too,  for  the  new  character  which  the  war  had  as- 
sumed. But  for  the  war,  the  British  Qovernment 
could  never  have  made  the  demands  which  had 
now  been  set  up^the  points  now  in  dispute 
between  the  two  countries  could  never  have  been 
brought  into  question.  They  had,  therefore,  now 
staked  the  essential  rights  and  honor  of  the  na- 
tion on  the  issue  of  a  contest,  which  in  the  nature 
of  things  must  be  always  doubtful.  Whatever 
sacrifice,  therefore,  the  country  miffht  be  ulti- 
mately obliged  to  make  for  the  sake  of  peace. 
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woald  be  justly  cbarrable  to  the  rashoesa  and 
foil?  which  had  invohred  it  in  the  war. 

The  only  radteal  eure,  Mr.  O.  said,  for  iheeviU 
under  which  the  country  suffered,  would  be  found 
in  a  change  of  Administration.  That,  he  feared, 
could  not  be  hoped  for  except  through  the  process 
pointed  out  by  the  Consfitution.  From  the  or- 
ganization of  the  extensive  branch  of  our  Go?- 
ernuient,  the  operation  of  puhlic  opinion,  especiall ▼ 
on  our  foreign  relations,  was  slow.  In  Bngland, 
the  fiftieth  part  of  the  disasters  and  disgrace, 
which  attended  the  progress  of  the  war,  would 
have  driren  the  most  powerful  Ministry  from 
their  places.  In  this  country  the  effect  was  not 
so  spCKcdy.  but  he  trusted  it  would  be  as  ceriain. 
The  people  had  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands, 
and  he  did  not  doubt  they  would  apply  it.  He 
should  not  cease,  as  far  as  depended  on  him,  to 
keep  before  the  public  eye  the  real  authors  of  the 
ruin  with  which  we  are  threatened.  If  the  peo- 
ple wished  to  put  an  end  to  this  destructive  war, 
if  they  wished  to  see  public  and  private  happiness 
restored,  they  must  place  other  men  in  power.  If 
the  country  was  not  to  be  irretrievably  ruined— 
if  its  flag  was,  not  to  be  struck,  as  the  flag  of  the 
Administration  had  been,  it  most  wave  over  other 
beads  than  those  which  had  hitherto  directed 
this  war. 

Mr.  £pp£8  replied  to  a  part  of  Mr.  Oaklbt's 
speech,  and  opposed  his  motion. 
Mr.  Oaklbt  explained. 
Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  mo* 
tion^  and  replied  to  Mr.  Oaklbt. 

Mr.  Oakley's  motion  to  amend  Mr.  Eppbb'b 
amendment,  was  negatived  by  a  considerable  ma* 
jority. 

Mr.  Eppbb's  motion  was  then  agreed  to  by  as 
large  a  majority. 

The  second  resolution  next  came  under  consid- 
eration^  which  proposes  to  add  to  the  duty  on 
the  capacity  of  the  still  a  duty  of  twelve  and  a 
half  cents  per  gallon  on  the  quantity  of  spiriu 
distilled. 

Mr.  Sppbb  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  make 
the  new  duty  fifteen  cents,  instead  of  twelve  and 
a  half,  per  gallon. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  make  the 
additional  duty  twenty-five  cents. 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Wright, 
of  Maryland,  and  opposed  at  considerable  length 
hyMr.MoKBB. 

Mr.  LowMOBS,  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  view 
to  affording  further  time  for  reflection  on  the 
amended  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise. 
Previous  to  rising — 

Mr  Eppes  laid  upon  the  table  resolutions  em- 
bracing the  further  amendments  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  proposed  to  make  to 
their  report,  viz :  a  combination  of  a  tax  on  pa- 
per, and  an  increase  on  the  carnaee  tax,  to  pro* 
duQC  double  the  present  amount  of  the  carriage 
tax ;  a  classification  of  the  licenses  to  retailers, 
and  an  increased  duty  thereon;  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Bank. 
And  then  the  Committee  rose. — Adjourned. 


^  Saturday,  October  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Ohio,  Jambs 
KiLBOUBN,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  BppbS;  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bilhaothorizirtg  a  loan  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  — —  dollars ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Seuate  to  the  resolutions  in  honor 
of  Generals  Brown,  Scott,  Gaines,  Macomb,  Rip- 
ley, Miller,  and  Porter,  recommended  a  disagree- 
ment to  the  same ;  which  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  further  extending 
the  time  for  locating  Virginia  Military  Land 
Warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys  to  the 
General  Land  Office,  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com* 
mitiee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  resolution  for  increasing  the  tax  on  spirits 
distilled  being  still  under  consideration,  ana  Mr*. 
Fisk's  motion  to  insert  twenty  five  cents  per 
gallon  (in  addition  to  the  present  tax  on  the  ca« 
pacity  of  the  stiU)  being  the  question  immedi- 
ately before  the  Committee — 

Mr.  Bayly  said,  there  was  a  difficulty  in  vot* 
ing  for  the  proposition  before  the  Committee* 
until  thev  had  decided  the  principle  by  which  the 
tax  should  be  raised — whether  entirely  upon  the 
capacity  of  the  still,  as  the  law  now  is,  or  upoD 
the  product  of  the  still,  or  upon  both,  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wavs  and  Means  had  recommended.. 
I  consider,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  I  always  have,  this  ar^ 
tide  as  a  necessary  and  proper  subject  of  taxation  ^ 
but,  as  to  the  best  manner  of  laying  and  collect- 
ing the  tax,  to  make  it  productive  to  the  Treas- 
ury and  agreeable  to  the  people,  I  differ  from  the 
honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wayi 
and  Means.  It  is  not  probable  that  any  system  of 
taxation  could  be  formed  that  would  please  all 
parts  of  the  United  Slates;  and  in  discussing  a 
tax  which  will  be  paid  by  some  States,  or  paru  of 
States,  more  than  other  States,  we  ousht  to  re- 
member that  there  are  other  articles  in  this  report 
proposed  to  be  taxedj  which  will  balance  and 
equalize  the  burden,  so  that,  taking  the  whole  sys^ 
tem,  there  will  be  no  cause  of  complaint  by  any 
other  State,  of  paying  more  into  the  Treasury 
than  their  proportion.  It  is  admitted  by  all  that 
the  tax  will  be  paid  almost  entirely  by  the  con- 
sumer, and  that,  whenever  a  high  duty  was  laid 
upon  any  article,  the  price  would  therefore  be 
raised  in  the  marxet.  It  would  seem,  that,  as  tha 
Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  consume 
much  of  domestic  spirits,  they  would  in  fact  raisa 
the  price  in  the  market,  and  thereby  enable  the 
distiller  to  advance  the  tax,  which  would  eventu- 
ally be  paid  by  the  United  States.  But,  this  lax 
may  be  so  heavy  as  to  put  down  some  of  the  dis- 
tilleries, (especially  the  small  ones,)  and  the  rev- 
enue from  this  article  thereby  fail  \  and  Congresa 
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oa^ht  to  be  cautiotts  that  they  do  not  tax  t^e 
article  so  as  to  destroy  the  coatemplated  reveaue 
which  they  expect  to  derive  from  it.  Bat,  I  cao- 
not  agree  to  this  double  mode  of  taxing  the  capa- 
city of  the  still  and  the  product.  I  am  opposed 
to  the  preaent  tax  upon  the  capacity  of  the  still; 
it  is  unequal  and  incoavenient.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  states  the  tax,  now  established 
by  law,  equal  to  a  duty  of  five  cents  a  gallon  on 
the  spirits  distilled.  With  some  distilleries,  this 
may  be  the  case ;  and  distilleries  on  a  large  scale, 
^nd  in  great  perfection,  perhaps,  it  will  not  amount 
Co  more  than  two  and  a  half  cents  on  the  gallon 
distilled.  In  small  distilleries,  such  as  are  used 
by  farmers,  it  will  amount  to  not  less  than  ten 
cents,  and  often  fifteen.  It  was  inconvenient, 
because  the  farmer  was  compelled  to  be  at  much 
trouble  in  obtaining  the  license,  which  he  could 
not  obtain  for  a  shorter  time  than  two  weeks, 
although  he  might  not  have  a  use  for  his  still  half 
that  time.  The  only  reason  the  honorable  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  gave 
for  continuing  the  present  tax,  was,  that  it  would 
be  a  guide  by  which  the  collector  might  detect 
fraud,  when  committed  by  the  distiller.  But,  the 
collector  must  know  the  industry  and  skill  of  the 
distillers,  (which  would  be  difiicult,)  or  his  knowl- 
e^e  of  the  size  of  the  still  ¥rould  be  useless.  The 
eMleetor  might  often  raise  groundless  suspicions 
of  fraud  in  the  revenue,  which  would  inflame  and 
irritate  the  public  mind  against  the  tax.  without 
obtainiag  one  cent  into  the  Treasury,  which  it  is 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  avoid.  Mr.  B.  believed 
that  firand  would  very  seldom  be  praotised,  and 
«roald  not  materially  affect  the  revenue.  The 
duties  on  all  imported  spirits  are  and  have  been 
very  light;  yet,  the  American  merchant  held  as 
«nlted  a  eharaeur  for  honesty  as  the  merchant 
of  any  country ;  and  surely  the  larnMr  might  with 
«qnal  safety  be  trusted.  Mr.  B.  wished  the  direct 
and  excise  taxes  wouXi  be  left  as  the  last  subject 
of  taxation  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means;  that,  after  ascertaining  what  might 
he  raised  from  other  objects,  we  might  return  to 
them,  and  make  up  the  deficiency  from  them. 
The  taxes  upon  cotton  manufactures,  furniture, 
leather,  hau,  shoes,  watches,  ^.,  are  very  objec- 
ttonable.  They  will  disturb  the  public  mind,  now 
more  than  sufficiently  excited,  and  thereby  weak- 
en the  Government  more  than  the  taxes  which 
they  will  produce  will  suengthen  the  Treasury. 
The  excise  and  direct  uxes,  upon  equal  and  fair 
principles,  were  always  favorite  taxes  with  him. 
and  the  best  internal  taxes  under  a  popular  Gov- 
ernment ;  they  were  certain,  easy  of  collection ; 
and  the  people,  knowing  that  they  had  to  pay  for 
the  support  of  their  Government,  would  examine 
isto  all  extravagant  expenditures.  But,  when  the 
Booey  is  drawn  from  the  people  by  indirect 
means,  they  give  themselves  little  or  no  trouble 
to  inquire  how  it  is  expended.  If  the  Treasury 
had  been  supported  partly  by  a  direct  tax,  it  is  not 
probable  that  the  people  had  suffered  their  com- 
merce to  be  destroyed  by  your  non-intercourse 
fcstriotions  and  embargoes,  and  thereby  lose  the 
vavenue  from  oar  foreign  trade,  which  must  have 


been  supplied  in  part  by  taxes  on  land,  their  Trea- 
sury never  woula  have  been  emptied  by  schemcB 
and  experiments,  nor  would  this  war  have  ex- 
isted. Mr.  B.  observed,  that  no  man  was  more 
averse  to  this  war  than  he  was,  and  it  was  well 
known  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  Adminiatra- 
tion ;  but,  opposed  as  he  was  to  the  war  and  Ad- 
ministration, such  was  the  danger  in  which  the 
country  was  placed,  and  the  character  of  conquest 
which  this  war  had  assumed  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  that  he  would  not  withhold  the  resources 
<tf  the  country  from  the  Administratioa,  hot  would 
give  every  aid  ia  his  power  to  bring  it  to  a  gieri- 
ous  conclusion.  And  he  was  willing  that  the  Ad- 
ministration should  possess  all  the  honors  gained 
by  such  a  peace.  He  did  not  agree  with  most  of 
his  friends  with  whom  he  acted,  that  the  cam- 
paign now  drawing  to  a  close  was  ingloriovs  to 
onr  arms.  It  is  true,  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  the  Navy  far  outshone  the  Army ;  and 
the  reason  is  obvious;  our  small  and  gallant 
Navy  was  manned  by  sailors  who  had  been  long 
accustomed  to  danger,  and,  as  soon  as  they  were 
on  board  the  ship,  they  were  ready  for  action. 
Not  so  with  the  Army.  Time  was  required  to 
form  the  recruit  into  a  useful  soldier.  Our  armtea 
are  now  formed,  and  are  equal  in  discipline  and 
courage  to  our  enemy,  as  this  campaign  has  proved. 
He  would,  therefore^  impose  taxes  upon  such  arti- 
cles as  would  be  paid  by  the  community  wttbout 
complaint,  and  draw  a  safe  and  productive  reve* 
nue  into  the  Treasury:  and  he  was  persuaded 
they  would  be  cheerfully  paid,  when  the  people 
were  satisfied  that  they  were  necessary  to  their 
safety.  But,  the  honorable  genttemaa  from  Kea- 
tucky,  (Mr.  McKsa,)  and  bis  honorable  colleague. 
(Mr.  Bppbs,)  are  opposed  to  a  great  increase  of 
the  excise  and  direct  tax,  because  they  bear  harder 
upon  Kentucky  and  Virginia  than  some  other 
States  now  advocating  these  taxes.  Before  this 
war,  the  Eastern  States  paid  more  than  a  propor- 
tion of  uxes  to  the  General  Gfovernmeiit,  by  the 
aid  of  their  extensive  commerce,  which  is  now 
gone.  Their  ships  and  fisheries  an  destroyed, 
and  it  may  be  recollected  that  this  war  is  the 
cause,  which  Kentucky  and  Virginia  had  a  great 
agency  in  producing.  If,  then,  by  raising  the 
money  to  carry  on  this  war,  it  should  be  toond 
that  these  States  paid  a  fraction  more  than  other 
States,  they  ought  to  pay  it  with  cheerfulness. 

Mr.  B.  observed,  he  could  not  agree  with  many 
of  his  friends  in  desiring  the  President  to  take 
into  his  Administration  Federal  men.  He  believed 
it  would  be  difficult  to  prevail  upon  Federal  gen- 
tlemen of  high  and  commanding  talents  to  take 
any  of  the  departments  of  the  Government,  and 
he  should  think  it  a  misfortune  to  the  Federal 
cause  if  such  an  arrangement  should  take  place. 
For,  the  afbirs  of  the  country  could  not  prosper 
with  a  divided  Administration ;  and  it  is  impos- 
sible, in  a  Goverament  constituted  as  that  of  the 
United  States,  that  any  Administration  could 
conduct  prosperously  the  affairs  of  the  country, 
at  the  present  dangerous  and  perplexing  crisis, 
without  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  people. 
I  must  therefore  give  to  the  Admiaistration  now 
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in  power  all  tbe  resoofoes  of  the  coonurv ;  and  I 
will  not,  10  mj  Legislative  capacity,  wita hold  all 
support  from  them,  and  (hereby  endaager  the 
exietence  of  the  Constitutioa.  But,  sir,  at  elee* 
tione  I  shall,  as  I  always  hare,  use  every  fair  and 
honorable  exertion  to  displace  them ;  and,  when 
a  complete  change  is  made  in  the  poblie  seati- 
meat,  then,  and  not  till  then,  do  1  wish  to  see  a 
Federal  Administration. 

Mr*  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  bv  striking  oat  the  whole 
of  it  and  inserting^  in  piaee  of  it,  ^Hfaat  it  is  ex* 
pedient  to  lay  a  duty  of  —  cents,  on  everf  sat^ 
Jon  of  spirits  distilled  from  domestte  material  in 
lieu  of  the  duty  now  imposed.''  The  object  of 
this  motion  was  to  lay  the  tax  altogetiier  on  the 
qaantily  distilled. 

Mr.  MoKiB,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  some  length 
to  prove  that  so  high  a  tax  as  was  proposed  on 
distillatioa  would  be  perfectly  illusory,  as  it  would 
amount  to  a  prohibition  of  the  maanfacture  of 
the  article  in  many  parts  of  the  country ;  and,  if 
it  were  not  illusory,  the  tax  would  be  so  unequal 
in  its  operation  as  to  be  extremely  unjust,  par- 
ticularlv  lo  the  State  which  he  represented. 

Mr.  Batlt  spoke  in  explanation  and  reply  to 
Mr.  McKna.  In  tbe  course  of  his  observations, 
be  said  that  he  coaceived  an  equalized  direct  lax, 
acid  a  tax  on  apintuous  liquors,  as  tlie  best  ta: 
if  not  the  only  ones  that  ought  to  be  ii 
aader  popular  goveraraent. 

Mr.  Hawsme,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  finvor  of 
am  aaaendment  fixing  the  tax  wholly  either  on 
tbe  product  or  on  the  capacity  of  tbe  uill.  instead 
of  retaining  the  tax  on  boib  as  proposed  by  tbe 
Cooamittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Although  he 
knew  the  whiskey  tax  was  coasidered  as  baring 
wiih  particular  sererity  oa  Kentuckj,  he  knew 
too,  firoa  the  feelings  of  tbe  people  oi  that  State, 
tlwt  tbey  would  pay  any  tax  Congress  should  lay 
oa  the  article— though  he  hoped  it  would  not, 
therefor^  be  Uxed  higher  thin  it  would  bear. 

Mr.  Wbhmit,  of  Maryland,  was  of  opinion  that 
Maryland  paid  as  high  a  uz  as  any  State  in  pro- 
portion to  its  capitali  but  he  was  desirous  to 
carry  iuto  efSoU  im  project  of  the  Secretarv  of 
the  Treasury  in  every  partioular,  aad,  therelore, 
ahheugh  the  tax  would  bear  hard  on  his  9t«te^ 
he  shottM  vote  to  taa  the  distillation  of  liqoor 
thirty  cents  per  gallon  on  the  product  of  tke 
stall. 

Mn  Inonaai,  of  Pennsylvania,  entered  into  an 

3umenc  to  show  that  it  would  be  higbly  im* 
itie  lo  abandon  the  tax  on  tbe  capacity  of  the 
stiil,  and  waa,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  present 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ctrus  Kino,  of  Massachasett^,  apoke  aa 
fellows: 

Mr.  ChairmaD,  I  feel  th«t  I  owe  to  the  Commit- 
tee an  apology  for  rising  thus  early  in  the  debate, 
before  gentlemen  of  greater  experience  and  of 
longer  standing  on  this  floor  have  had  an  opportu- 
ity  of  expressing  their  sentiments.  This  course, 
however,  I  am  compelied  to  pursue  in  consequence 
of  what  fell  from  the  honorable  gentiemna  from 
New  York  yesterday  in  debate  upon  this  aubject. 


Had  I  been  satisfied  with  the  practical  conclusion 
to  which  that  honorable  gentleman  brought  hioa* 
self,  I  should  have  remained  silent,  aad  with  hira 
have  united  with  the  majority  in  voting  for  ad- 
ditional taxes.  But  this,  after  the  most  mature 
coBsideration,  I  cannot  do.  No  one  laments  more 
sincerely  than  I  do,  the  distressing  state  to  which 
oiw  country  is  reduced  by  corrupt  men  and  ruin- 
ous measures.  No  one  will  go  further  in  a  cor- 
rect and  honorable  course  to  relieve  her  from  our 
present  embarrassments.  No  one  can  more  ar- 
dently desire  the  return  of  the  blessings  of  peace 
on  fair  and  honorable  conditions— so  necessary 
for  the  Govemmenr,  so  indispensable  for  the  peo- 
ple. But  I  do  not  think  that  the  road  )H>inted  onl 
by  that  ^^tieman,  will  lead  directly  to  that  de- 
sirable end. 

If  the  war,  as  he  adanits,  and  aa  every  reflect- 
iag  man  must  admit,  was  inexpedient  in  its  ori- 
gin, and  is  ruinous  in  its  prosecution,  I  have  seen 
nothing  to  change  its  character.  As  well  might 
the  Rthiopian  cMnge  his  skin,  or  the  leopard  hia 
spots.  If  the  Admlnistratioa  who  declared  this 
wax  were  weak,  corrupt,  and  wicked,  as  the  gen- 
tleman will  concede,  have  they,  too,  changed 
their  natures  ?  and  if  not,  can  honest  men  poasiWy 
unite  with  them  ?  If,  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man correctly  observes,  the  extreoae  depth  of  the 
foUy  of  these  men  in  deekirtB|[  and  conduiAtnc 
this  wa^r  was  such  that  even  his  intelligence  could 
not  fathom  it-^f,  as  he  says,  they  have  abused 
the  oonfldenee  reposed  in  them,  and  lavished  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation  in  foolish  and 
wicked  contests,  can  we,  in  honor,  unite  with  such 
monsters?  Caa  we  justify  ourselves  to  our  con- 
stituents, our  consciences^  or  our  GNmI,  in  assist- 
ing to  put  into  the  power  of  such  men  the  lives 
and  the  remains  of  the  fortimes  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  %    1  believe  In  Qod  we  cannot. 

But  tbe  honorable  ^tleman  attetfipts  to  jus* 
tify  his  course  by  saytae  that  the  nmtufe  ef  tbe 
war  has  wholly  changed  from  ofieasiTc  io  defen- 
sive. Is  this  indeed  the  ease?  Where  is  the 
only  efl&eient  army  whicli  the  Administra«ton 
has  7  Is  it  not  invading  Canada  ?  Is  it  noi  cat- 
rying  fire  and  sword  into  the  heart  of  that  eoua- 
try  7  And  shall  we  be  seriously  told  that  this,  oa 
the  part  of  tbe  Administration,  is  a  defeoaivo 
war  )  It  is  true,  sir,  as  far  as  respects  the  people 
of  this  country  and  the  State  Qovernments,  that 
it  is  a  defensive  war.  It  is  troe^  sir,  that  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  country,  the  owners  of  the  soil,  are 
obliged  to  defend  that,  and  their  wives,  and  their 
children,  and  their  fivesides,  against  the  attacks  of 
the  enemy,  along  tbe  whole  of  your  seaooast } 
while  your  Admlnistratioa,  who  are  bound  by  the 
Constitution  to  defend  us,  are  dreamiag  of  the 
conquest  of  Canada,  and  are  sending  their  sol- 
diers ia  that  direction,  to  places  where  we  have 
little  property  and  few  inhabitants  to  protect,  but 
leaving  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy 
the  whole  Atlantic  frontier.  Like  the  dog  in 
the  fable,  they  catch  at  the  shadow,  and  lose  the 
substance. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  hinted,  for  he 
did  not  hazard  the  assertion,  that  some  people  in 
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this  coantry,  and  many  in  Europe,  believe  this  I 
war  of  French  origin.  I  have  no  hints  to  give  on 
this,  or  any  other  subject,  but  assert,  as  I  believe, 
and  I  believe  it  as  I  do  my  existence,  that  this  is 
a  French  war,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  ma- 
jority of  this  nation,  and  all  Burope,  think  the 
same,  and  act  upon  that  belief.  I  very  well  know, 
sir,  that  this  Government  has  lately  plead  "not 
guilty"  to  this  charge,  on  the  ground,  no  doubt, 
that  direct  evidence  of'  their  guilt  cannot  be  pro- 
duced. So.  sir,  in  our  courts  of  justice,  we  every 
day  hear  the  most  notorious  offenders  plead  the 
general  issue  of  ^  not  guilty,"  and  even  be  ac- 
quitted by  their  country  because  there  was  not 
sufficient  evidence  of  their  guilt,  though  every 
honest  man  in  the  nation  believes  them  guilty. 
But  let  us  hear  what  those  gentlemen,  the  Ad- 
ministration, say  in  their  defence.  *'  No  reliance 
was  placed  on  the  good  offices  of  France,  in  bring- 
ing the  war  with  Great  Britain  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion."  But  they  dare  not  say  they  did  not 
rely  on  the  "good  offices"  or  power  of  the  French 
tyrant  when  thev  declared  that  war.  But,  they 
proceed :  ^  He  (the  President)  nevertheless  knew 

<  that  France  held  a  place  in  the  political  system 
^  of  Europe  and  of  the  world,  which,  as  a  check 

<  on  England,  would  not  fail  to  be  useful  to  us." 
No  doubt  he  knew  it  while  France  ^  held"  under 
her  tyrant,  not  holds,  under  her  legitimate  Sov- 
ereign, a  place  among  nations ;  and  all  Europe 
knew  it,  felt  it,  and  trembled,  while  our  Admin- 
istration were  courting  his  <*good  offices."  Like 
the  contemptible  jackal  to  the  lion,  while  the  im- 
perial beast  of  France  was  greedily  pursuing  his 
prey,  our  dastardly  Administration  expected  to  ex- 
tort their  dirty  portion  from  its  fears.  I  was  in- 
duced to  advert  to  this  French  origin  of  the  war, 
for  the  purpose  of  distinctly  stating  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  that  the  allies  in  Europe,  the  great 
and  good  Alexander  the  Deliverer  among  the 
rest,  all  so  consider  it.  Nay,  more  sir,  they  be- 
lieve your  Administration  only  a  branch  of  the 
power  of  the  late  imperial,  now  fallen  tyrant, 
which  power  they  are  determined  to  destroy,  root 
and  branch.  Let  not  the  people,  then^  of  this  coun- 
try, delude  themselves  with  the  hope  of  peace 
while  the  present  men  wield  the  destinies  of  this 
nation.  Foreign  nations,  sir,  have  no  confidence 
in  the  amicable  professions  of  your  Administra- 
tion; they  h^ve  forfeited  all  respect,  and  no  hon- 
orable peace  will  ever  be  made  with  them.  Not, 
air,  that  any  foreign  nation  would  pretend  to  dic- 
tate to  us,  or  in  the  smallest  degree  interfere  with 
our  internal  regulations.  To  this  I  would  not 
submit  from  any  nation.  But  the  people  ought 
to  know  that  England  will  not  make  peace  with 
a  set  of  men  whom  she  thinks  corrupt  and  wick- 
ed. Can  we  then,  sir,  ought  we  to  unite  with 
such  men  in  the  prosecution  of  this  French  war? 
Besides,  sir,  do  we  not  condemn  the  friends  of 
this  Administration  for  supporting  such  weak 
and  corrupt  rulers,  and  shall  we  not  condemn 
ourselves  if  we  unite  with  them  in  that  support? 
Honest  men  will  decide. 

For  these,  among  other  reasons,  I  cannot  unite 
lA  support  of  the  present  Adi&inistration.    I  shall 


now  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  which 
compel  me  to  vote  against  the  whole  system,  or 
rather  scheme  of  finance  reported  by  the  Com« 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whereby  they  calcu- 
late to  raise  from  the  people  of  this  country;  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  by  new  or  increased  taxes, 
91 1,635,000,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $10,800,000, 
raised  in  the  same  manner,  or  to  be  raised  the  pres- 
ent yrear;  making  a  grand  total  for  the  people  to 
pay  in  taxes,  for  1815,  822,435,000  to  the  national 
Government,  which  does  not,  and  cannot  protect 
them.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  reasons  above 
alluded  to,  permit  me  to  hold  up  to  the  view  of 
the  American  people  two  pictures,  one  of  the 
expenses  of  a  year  in  peace,  the  other  of  a  year 
of  war.  The  expense  of  our  Peace  Establish- 
ment before  the  war,  was  (as  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Campbell,  informs  us,  in 
his  able  and  faithful  annual  report  made  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814,)    $7,000,000 

Interest  on  the  debt  existing  prior  to 
the  war 1,900,000 


Making  a  total  of  - 


•  $8,900,000 


He  further  informs  us,  that  the  sums  authorized 
by  Congress  to  be  expended  during  the  year  1814^ 
and  for  which  appropriations  have  been  made,  are 
as  follows : 

Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  $47,270,172.  This 
sum  the  Government  expected  to  provide  tbos : 
From  the  customs  ....  $6,500,000 
Sales  of  public  lands  ...  600,000 
Direct  tax  and  internal  duties  -  -  3,800,00 
Postage  and  incidental  receipts       -  50,000 

Loans  and  Treasury  notes       -       -    33,592.665 
Balance  said  to  be  in  the  Treasury  -      2,727,507 


Making  a  total  of 


$47^0,172 


Of  the  sum  the  Govemmeiit  expected  to  raise 
by  loans,  after  begging,  hiring,  and  submitting  to 
the  grossest  usury^  they  are  still  deficient  more 
than  thirteen  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  ac- 
cording to  the  first  and  dashing  report  from  the 
new  Secretary  Dallas,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  This  statement  shows  a  balance  m 
favor  of  peace  of  $38,370,172,  of  course  the 
amount  which  one  year  of  war  costs  the  people. 

I  will  now,  sir,  by  your  indulgence  and  that  of 
the  Committee,  state  some  of  the  reasons  which 
compel  me  to  vote  against  the  war  taxes.  Of 
these  reasons,  sir,  some  will  be  local  and  others 
general.  While  our  attention  is  directed  to  the 
interest  of  the  whole,  we  ought  not  to  neglect 
that  of  any  part. 

Mrat — I  shall  vote  against  this  report  as  a  citi- 
zen of  New  England,  Mcause  that  section  of  the 
<iountry  was  not  represented  in  the  committee 
which  made  it,  although  its  inhabitants,  if  the 
taxes  are  imposed,  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  a 
large  proportion  of  them.  How  this  happened, 
whether  by  design  or  accident,  I  know  not;  but 
such  is  the  fact,  that  no  member  from  New  Eng- 
land was  put  upon  that  important  committee. 
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Bat  the  Middle,  Sontbero,  and  Westera  States, 
eD|[roBsed  the  whole.  I  would  not  be  understood 
to  implicate  the  honorable  Speaker  of  tbis  House, 
who  appoints  our  committees,  and  who  discharges 
the  duties  of  his  office  with  distinguished  ability. 
It  may  hare  been  accident,  or  he  may  only  have 
followed  the  example  of  some  bad  predecessor. 
Nor,  sir,  would  I  suggest  that  the  committee  is 
not  composed  of  gentlemen  of  ability  and  integ- 
rity. But,  sir^  they  cannot  understand  the  inter- 
est of  that  part  of  our  country  so  well  as  a  mem- 
ber therefrom.  They  cannot  have  the  feelings, 
the  interest,  or  the  views  of  citizens  of  New  Eng- 
land. New  England  appears  to  be  proscribed; 
put  under  the  ban  of  empire.  These  things  cre- 
ate snspicions  of  designs  against  her  rights  and 
liberties.  I  cannot  sanction  tbis  procedure  by 
my  vote. 

Second. — This  Administration  have,  by  their 
weak  and  wicked  meaaures,  so  impoverished  our 
citizens,  that  they  have  not  the  ability  to  pay 
these  oppressive  tazea.  Shall  we  lay  opon  them 
additional  burdens,  when  they  are  now  almost 
pressed  to  the  dost  by  those  which  you  have 
already  heaped  upon  them?  Let  us  hear  what. 
Mr.  Secretary  Dallas  says  opon  this  subject: 

**  The  wealth  of  the  nation,  in  the  value  and  pro- 
ducts of  its  soil,  in  all  the  acquisitions  of  personal 
property,  and  in  all  the  variettes  of  industry,  remains 
almost  untouched  by  the  hand  of  Government." 

Is  this  indeed  true?  Let  me  ask  the  farmer  in 
the  middle  States  the  value  of  his  wheat  and  his 
floor  now  spoiling  on  his  hands;  the  merchant 
in  the  East  the  value  of  his  lumber  and  his  fish 
without  purchasers;  his  acquisition  of  property, 
deprived  by  the  acts  of  the  Government  of  the 
accustomea  means  of  enterprise ;  the  ship  owner, 
the  rich  return  of  his  vessels,  now  only  food  for 
worms;  the  sailor,  and  mechanic,  the  value  of 
their  industry  in  all  its  varieties.  These  will  all 
exclaim,  that  they  have  been  sorely  touched  by 
the  hand  of  this  Government.  That  ^*the  little 
finger  of  tbis  oppresstve  Administration  is  thicker 
than  the  loins"  of  the  Father  of  his  Country. 
That  this  Administration  has  afflicted  them  as 
the  great  enemy  of  mankind  was  permitted  to 
afflict  the  perfect  and  upright  man,  by  touching 
all  they  possess,  and  they  are  almost  ready  to 
'*  corse  them  to  their  faces."  But  what  does  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
say  on  this  subject? 

*'  In  Europe,  the  price  of  agricultural  products  is  not 
materially  afiected  by  a  state  of  war :  the  produce  of 
the  earUi  is  there  consumed  within  the  country  in 
peace  and  in  war.  The  situation  of  the  United  States 
is  entirely  difierent;  with  an  extensive  and  fertile 
country,  and  a  small  population  compared  to  the  ex- 
tent of  onr  territory,  we  have  annually  a  large  surplus 
t0  export  to  foreign  markets,  over  and  above  what  is 
necessary*  lor  oonanmption.  On  the  export  of  this 
suiplus,  which  is  cot  00"  by. the  war»  depends  in  a 
great  decree  the  ability  of  the  fiurmer  to  meet  taxes." 
By  this  it  appears  that  the  wealth  of  the  na* 
tion,.  composed  by  the  wealth  of  everv  individual 
in  that  nation,  subject  to  taxation,  does  hot  re- 
main almost  ontooched  by  the  hand  of  Govern- 


ment. And,  sir,  I  consider  this  war^  for  every 
purpose  of  misery  and  distress,  as  having  existed 
for  nearly  eight  years-— since  the  embargo,  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1807.  A  constant  hostility  has, 
since  that  period,  been  maintained  by  the  Gov- 
ernment against  the  industry,  property,  and  enter- 
prise of  our  citizens,  by  their  restrictive  and  op- 
pressive acts,  whereby  thousands  of  our  citizens 
are  reduced  to  beggary;  to  a  situation  that  scarce 
any  change  can  be  for  the  worse. 

In  New  England,  too,  sir,  we  are  obliged  to 
pay  our  State  tax,  county  tax,  town  tax,  and  par- 
ish tax— (the  latter,  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
inay  not  understand.)  Consider,  too,  sir,  that  our 
citizens  are  deprived  of  the  usual  means  of  ob- 
taining supplies  for  these  objects,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  families.  Lumber,  the  fish* 
cries,  and  commerce,  were  our  chief  dependence. 
Our  lumber,  which  before  the  war  found  pi  ready 
market  at  ten  9nd  fifteen  dollars  the  thousand,  is 
now  merely  nominal,  at  four  or  five.  The  bank 
fisheries  are  destroyed ;  and  it  now  seems,  from 
the  terms  of  the  enemy,  that  we  are  in  a  fair  way 
to  lose  the  best  portion  of  our  coast  fishery.  Our 
ressels  are  now  confined  to  our  ports.  It  must 
be  known  likewise  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
seaport  towns  in  Maine  were  accustomed  to  re- 
ceive two-thirds  of  the  provisions  required  for 
their  support,  in  articles  of  the  first  necessity, 
coastwise.  And  in  proportion  as  their  means  of 
purchasing  provisions  have  decreased,  the  price 
of  provisions  has  increased.  Flour,  which  was 
formerly  bought  for  six  or  eight  dollars,  has,  for 
some  time  past,  been  fifteen  and  sixteen  dollars 
the  barrel.  Indian  corn,  which  sold  for  seventy- 
five  cents  the  bushel  before  the  war,  was,  the  last 
Summer,  one  dollar  and  a  half  and  two  dollars 
the  bushel,  and  so  of  many  other  articles  of  prime 
necessity.  The  consequence  of  this  has  been 
such  as  was  probably  expected  and  wished  by  the 
Government.  Many  of  our  respectable  citizens, 
sailors,  and  mechanics,  have,  for  subsistence,  been 
forced  into  the  ranks  of  your  Army,«nd  marched 
into  Canada.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  to  regret,  nay,  to 
lament,  the  fate  of  many  valuable  citizens,  some 
personal  friends,  who  have  thus  fallen  victims  to 
the  diseases  of  that  climate,  or  the  sword  of  the 
enemy — far  distant  from  their  homes,  with  no 
friendly  hand  to  relieve  their  sufferings  or  soothe 
their  distress ;  in  death  they  cast  a  food  recollec- 
tion back  upon  their  country  and  the  dear  objects 
of  their  affection,  then  closed  their  eyes  in  de- 
spair. With  the  hope  of  giving  some  relief,  I 
have  since  entered  the  dwellings  of  their  fami- 
lies, once  the  abodes  of  prosperity  and  happiness, 
now  of  wretchedness  and  woe.  I  have  beheld 
their  disconsolate  widows  and  helpless  parents  in 
misery  and  want,  and  their  children  crying  for 
bread.  Do  then.  Oh  God.  now  their  only  sup- 
porter, according  to  the  petition  in  thy  prayer, 
give  them  each  day  their  dailv  bread. 

Bot  when  the  p»oor  have  thus  cried,  Madison 
has  not  wept}  '^ambition  it  made  of  sterner  stuff" 
than  this. 

TTUrd  reowML— As  a  citizen  o^  New  England 
I  am  opposed  to  laying  this  additional  burden 
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Qpott  my  fellow-citizens,  becaase  oo  ptktt  of  the 
moDey,  thus  to  be  raised,  will  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  expense  incurred  by  those  States 
in  calling  out  and  subsisting  their  militia,  for  the 
defence  of  their  soil  and  families.  This  informa- 
tion we  have  from*  the  Secretary  of  War  himself^ 
in  his  answer  to  the  letter  of  His  Excellency, 
Governor  Strong,  upon  that  subject.  That  no 
part  of  the  expense  thus  incurred  would  be  reim- 
bursed, unless  our  troops  were  placed  under  the 
orders  of  the  commanders  of  their  militarv  dis- 
tricts. This  is  a  species  of  command  we  know 
nothing  of.  Military  districts  I — by  what  right, 
what  authority,  what  usurpation  established? — 
they  are  unknown  to  oar  laws,  unknown  to  our 
Constitution,  and  abhorrent  to  our  feelings.  For 
what  purpose  is  our  country  gerrymandered  into 
military  districts?  Can  you  inform  me,  sir  ?  I 
did  indeed  once  hear  on  this  floor  the  purpose 
avowed  for  which  they  were  estaUished,  and  the 
use  to  which  they  were  destined.  I  did  hear  an 
honorable  gentleman  in  debate,  and  I  heard  him 
with  horror  and  detestatjon,  alluding  to  some 
rumors  of  dinatisfactton  in  the  East,  thank  his 
Gbd,  that  there  was  within  each  military  distrfec 
of  this  country  a  physical  force  sufficient  to  put 
down  the  first  movements  of  popular  discontent. 
What,  sir,  are  we  under  a  military  despotism  ? 
Must  we  be  butchered  if  we  dare  complain  of  our 
wrongs.  Is  this  the  Republican  form  of  Gbvern- 
ment  guarantied  to  us  by  the  Constitution  ?  Is 
this  the  freedom  for  which  our  ancestors  fought 
and  bled  ?  If  so,  then  Warren  and  the  succeeding 
martyrs  of  the  Revolution  died  in  vain.  No,  sir, 
New  England  will  not  submit  to  it.  No  military 
despot  shall  ever  reign  there.  I,  too,  thank  my 
Qod  that  there  is  within  each  State  in  New  Eng- 
land the  brave  yeomanry  of  the  country,  hearts 
of  oak.  ready  and  determmed  to  beat  down  tyran- 
ny and  oppression  under  their  feet. 

But  who  are  the  officers  under  whose  command 
yoor  President  wishes  to  place  onr  hardy  soldiers? 
In  Massachusetts  he  is  an  officer  whom  your 
President  himself  has  recalled  from  a  command 
in  Canada  with  every  nark  of  disgrace.  In  New 
iXampahire  is  an  officer,  who,  when  in  command 
lA  Canada^  sufiered  himself  to  be  taken  by  a. 
bnndful  of  the  enemy ;  and  of  so  little  coose- 
qoence  was  he,  in  the  view  of  your  Government, 
that  they  let  him  rust  in  Canada,  unexohanfed, 
Vtttii  be  almost  became  a  subject  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty.  His  pay  and  rations,  however,  went 
on,  which  was  some  consolation.  Sir,  our  mill* 
tin  officers  would  think  themselves  disgraced,  and 
throw  up  their  commissions,  if  they  were  ordered 
under  such  commanders.  Bat,  sir,  the  principle 
on  which  U^is  military  gerrymander  is  tormed  is 
what  I  most  deprecate.  If  your  President  can 
thus  divide  the  States  into  military  sections,  and 
place  over  each  a  jp^eneral  officer,  what  prevents 
bis  appointment  of  all  the  suborainate  officers  in 
the  same  districts,  ready  to  take  from  our  militia 
officers  their  commands  as  soon  as  they  take  the 
field-— thus  violating,  in  the  very  letter,  that  part 
of  the  Constitution  which  reserves  'Uo  the  States 
respectively  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of 


the  miHtia"  ?  There  is  Bothing  that  will  prarcat; 
his  doing  this,  seeing  he  has  the  disposition,  bat 
the  determined  resistance  of  the  people,  who  are 
accustomed  "to  anticipate  the  evil,  and  judge  of 
the  pressure  of  the  grievance  by  the  baidness  of 
the  principle.  <*  They  augur  misgovernment  at  a 
diston^e,  and  snufi*  up  the  approach  of  tyranttjr 
in  every  tainted  breeze."  It  then,  sir,  you  wilt 
not  defend  New  England,  New  England  will 
defend  herself,  and  will  keep  her  resources  for  her 
own  occasions.  "  Millions  for  our  defence,  but 
not  a  cent  for  tribute." 

F\narih  reason, — I  cannot  unite  in  supporting 
this  Administration,  with  Mr.  Madison  at  their 
head,  because  he  has  always  shown  a  settled  and 
determined  spirit  of  hostility  against  the  eater- 
prise,  the  commerce,  the  rights,  and  above  all,  the 
patriots  of  New  England.  In  confirmation  <^this, 
with  mingled  sensations  of  pride  and  diadaia,  I 
descend  lo  notice  the  mean,  <u»tardly  coaaexioB 
between  this  Government  and  one  John  Heary ; 
where  your  President  gave  to  that  eeonndrel  and 
traitor,  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  people's  money, 
to  purchase  up,  as  he  fondly  hoped,  ^amny  and 
detraction  against  the  first  patriots  in  New  Bog* 
land ;  that  lie  was  disappointed  io  his  malieioos 
and  revengeful  hopes  and  designs  was  not  his 
fault.  The  traitor  received  his  fifty  thousand  doi* 
lars  from  the  hand  of  your  President,  who  seat 
him,  in  one  of  our  pnblie  ships,  o«t  of  the  rsack 
of  justice,  even  to  the  imperial  Bonaparte.  Sir, 
this  impotent  attempt  bv  your  President,  to  sully 
the  character  of  New  England,  will  never  be  for* 
gotten.  It  will  be  forgiven,  for  our  holy  religion 
commands  us  to  forgive  our  greatest  enemiesi* 
persecutors,  and  slanderers.  Thank  God,  New 
En|;land  is  covered  with  the  heavenly  panoply 
of  integrity  and  patriotism;  the  arrows  or  malev- 
olence fall  harmless  at  her  feet. 

But  this  Government  has^  since  1806,  constantly- 
manifested  a  deadly  hostility  against  the  com*- 
merce  and  rights  of  New  England  ;  by  their  em* 
hargoes,  nonHntercourse^  and  non-importations ; 
some  of  the  provisions  of  which  were  infiniteljr 
more  unjust  and  oj^resaive  than  the  writs  of 
assistance,  so  justly  complained  of,  at  the  com- 
mencementof  the  Revoluuon.  These  writs  gave 
to  the  custom-house  officers  and  their  deputies 
power  to  enter  any  private  houses,  dbc^  '*  that 
they  would  say  they  suspected.'*  Now,  sir,  some 
of  the  provisions  of  your  laws  authorized  them  to 
do  this,  without  saying  anything — without  writ, 
or  right.  I  have  before  asserted  on  this  fLoos^  ana 
noW|  after  the  most  deliberate  conaidecatian,!  re^ 
peat,  that  this  Administration  have  hroaghtupoa 
this  nation  many  of  the  evils  which  pvoduced  the 
Revolution ;  that  they  are  in  fact,  aotiag over  th* 
tyranny  of  Britain^  against  New  flAgilaBd,  witb 
increased  aggravattoa.  What,  let  me  ask,  was  a 
Boston  port  bill  compared  wilh  a  general  en^ 
bargo  ?  what  a  duty  on  a  few  unimportant  arti- 
cles, compared  with  the  taxes  and  oppressioaa 
which  this  Administration  have  brought  upon 
this  people  ?  As  much  as  I  detest  and  abhoc  the 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  a  Grafton,  a  North,  or 
a  Bate,  and  their  hireling  associatea  ia  different 
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MiDntrics  in  Bngiaad,  agaiiiit  tbj»  cooatry,  I 
would  not  do  them  the  injostioe  to  compare  them 
with  a  set  of  awn  aad  measares  which  would 
disgrace  them.  If  a  simple  King  of  Eoelaad,  b? 
hia  cerro|>t  senranls^  chastised  New  Boglaad  with 
whip%  this  Administration  have  chastised  her 
with  scorpions;  A  repetition  of  the  same  grlev- 
ancea  will  remind  us  of  the  remedy.  I  very  well 
know;  the  apology  that  iff  offered  by  gentlemen 
oo  this  oeeasion*— that  onr  sitnation  is  changed-* 
that  New  England  is  represented  on  this  floor,  but 
was  not  in  Parliament.  Is  she  indeed  represented 
herel  What  influence  has  New  Etagland  in  this 
CoMresa,  more  than  she  bad  in  the  Parliameot 
of  England  ?  She  has  members  here  to  state  her 
grievances,  and  demand  redress.  She  had  friends 
there,able^ad  d istineuished,  to  do  thesane.  Has 
the  interest  of  New  England  been  at  all  consulted 
for  these  eight  years  past  ?  Have  her  grievances 
been  redressed  ?  Let  ner  impoverished,  ruined  eit- 
izans,  aaswer  the  question.  We  complain  of  griev* 
aoce8,aod  we  are  told  that  we  are  represented 
here.  We  complain  of  the  oppression  of  Admin* 
istration^and  are  told  that  they  are  the  choice  of 
the  people.  The  people  do  not  choose  rulers  to 
oppress  and  tyrannize.  The  moment  they  thus  act, 
they  forfeit  their  character  of  rulers,  and  ought  {o 
be  deposed.  What,  sir,  shall  we  be  told  that  a 
hereditary  Sovereign  in  Europe,  may,  for  his 
crioses,  be  deposed  and  brought  to  the  block — 
while  a  petty  tyrant  of  four  years  standing. 
'*  strong  enough  to  suppress,  but  unable  to  protect,'' 
shall,  in  this  free  country,  live  out  his  political 
life*  No,  sir,  the  same  crime  which  would  bring 
one  man  to  the  block,  ought  to  bring  the  other  to 
the  halter. 

What  influence,  I  repeat,  has  New  England  in 
the  Administration,  or  in  Congress,  when  the 
whole  of  the  Administration,  and  a  majority  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  live  south  and  west  of 
the  Delaware  ?  Will  you  appeal  to  their  measures 
as  an  evidence  ?  In  them  we  see  nothing  but  ruin 
and  oppression.  Will  honorable  gentlemen  come 
nearer  home,  and  examine  the  Journals  of  this 
House  %  here  we  see  a  rank  majority  ranged  against 
New  England.  Look  at  your  committees^  even 
the  least  important ;.  do  you  find  a  majority  of 
New  Engand  interest,  or  of  Federal  Republicans 
(to  speak  |>lain)  in  either.  No. sir,  New  Eoeland 
influence  is  carefully  excluded  the  walls  of  thb 
House,  and  was  excluded  from  the  palace  (before 
Mr.  Madison  permitted  the  enemy  to  burn  it)  lest 
the  pure  slave  spirit  should  be  contaminated. 
Yes,  sir,  I  consider  this  Administration  as  alien 
lo  us.  So  mnch  so,  that  New  Enrlaod  would  be 
jootified  in  declaring  them,  like  all  foreiff  n  natioagj 
'^  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends."  The  States 
of  New  England,  sir,  can  never  be  satellites  in  any 
system.  But,  like  primary  planets,  they  will  re- 
volve round  the  son  of  Federalism,  until  the  Al- 
mighty hand  which  created,  shall  dash  them  from 
their  orbits  forever. 

To  show  the  wonderful  consistency  of  the  men 
now  in  power,  they  have  not  only  acted  over  the 
tyranny  of  EngUnd  against  this  country,  but  they  I 
are  now  actually  acting  over  what  in  times  past  I 
ISthCoN.  SdSssa.— 15 


they  afiected  to  call  the  tyranny  and  oppreesioa 
of  Washington  and  Adams,  in  excise  laws  »a4 
internal  taxes.  If  honorable  gentlemen  acted  oo 
1e  in  their  opposition  then  they  were,  an4 


have  continued,  unpriocipled.  If  It  be  retorted 
that  we  ought  to  support  these  laws,  we  answ» 
that  we  do  not  deem  them  necessary,  that  oat 
support  is  not  necessary  to  their  passage.  Sir, 
allegiance  and  protection  are  reciprocal — the])eo* 
pie  of  the  United  States  ordained  the  Coastica* 
tion.  among  other  important  provisiona  ''  to  pro« 
'vide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  th« 
'  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  lib* 
*  erty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity."  This  de- 
fence, this  welfare,  aud  these  blessings,  it  was  the 
duty  of  this  Administration  to  provide  for  the 
people.  How  they  have  done  it,  our  defenceless 
country  will  show.  Nay.  sir,  we  have  ocular 
demoastration.  within  sight  of  this  Hall;  nay^ 
more,  this  Hall  itself  is  demoOsfration,  driven  as 
we  have  been  by  the  enemy  and  the  negleA  of 
the  Government  from  our  splendid  Capitol  to  the 
places  of  mere  patent  machines.  And  that  we 
have  the  honor  of  oceopying  the  places  of  patent 
machiaeS)  we  owe  to  the  charity  of  the  enemy) 
begged  by  Dr.  Thornton  of  the  Patent  Office, 
that  be  might  have  where  to  bestow  these  mod* 
els  of  the  arts  and  of  taste.  Yesy  sir,  every  part 
of  your  city  exhibits  vestiges  of  the  enemy,  and  of 
the  criminal  neglect  of  your  Government.  Ye^ 
sir,  the  proud  banner  or  that  enemy  has  waved 
over  the  Capitol,  and  all  your  public  edificee  ara 
in  ruins.  Add  to  this— ^your  Government  with 
the  President  at  their  head,  pale  with  fear,  flyint 
before  a  few  thousand  British  troops.  The  patriot 
turns  from  this  scene  with  horror  and  disgust.  Is 
this  the  man  whom  the  people  have  chosen  tog9 
in  and  out  before  them  and  lead  their  armies  to 
battle  and  to  conquest  ?  Is  this  the  kind  of  pro* 
teetion  which  he  affords  to  this  bleeding  conntry  ? 
From  such  protection  a nd-sueh  protectors  O  Lord 
deliver  my  country! 

It  may  be  demanded  of  me,  If  I  am  willing^  to 
^ndon  our  Navy  and  Army,  without  pay,  with- 
out reward ;  far,  very  far  from  it.  My  seatimenls 
on  this  subject  cannot  be  unknown  or  mistaken!^ 
The  steady  bravery  and  perfect  discipline  of  oir 
gallant  seamen,  evinced  by  their  repeated  aaMi 
splendid  victories ;  the  heroism  lately  displayed 
by  some  of  our  Generals,  their  officers  and  troops 
in  many  sanguinary  and  socoessful  battles,  flash 
likelightning  upon  the  surrounding  darkness,  ren* 
deriag  it  more  palpable. 

New  England  will  not  give  no  the  ship,  nor  the 
seamen  either !  She  is  prepared  to  swim  or  sinh) 
conquer  or  die,  with  them.  But,  sir,  this  Admiiip 
istration  have  not  the  ability  to  reward  them  j 
they  have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
cannot  command  the  resources  of  the  nation.  It 
will  devolve  on  the  first,  fast  friends  of  the  Navy 
to  reward  our  brave  tars,  when  the  **  troubled 
night"  of  this  Administration  departs,  <'  and  the 
star  of  peace  returns." 

In  relation  to  the  subject  more  immedintely  be* 
fore  the  Committee,  as  to  the  increase  of  taxes, 
for  the  reasons  which  I  have  given,  and  aaiotha 
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•cheme  of  a  National  Bankj  reported  by  Mr.  Dal- 
las, for  reasons  which  I  may  assign  when  that 
subject  may  be  taken  op — Isball^ote  against  the 
whole.  In  relation  to  the  detail  of  this  business, 
as  it  respects  a  proper  selection  of  articles  or  of 
equalizing  them  through  the  States,  I  shall  en- 
deavour correctly  to  do  my  duty. 

Before  I  conclude,  sir,  there  is  one  subject  upon 
which  I  wish  correctly  to  be  understood,  and  upon 
which  some  of  the  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
House  have  been  misrepresented.  I  allude  to  the 
motives  and  views  of  gentlemen  in  and  out  of 
this  House,  opposed  to  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Madison.  Could  I  for  a  moment  believe  that  a 
base  and  corrupt  desire  of  office,  or  emolument, 
or  power,  influenced  themj  that  moment  would  1 
abandon  them,  and  esteem  them  as  base  as  those 
they  oppose.  Could  I  believe,  that  any  other  de- 
sire actuated  them,  than  to  relieve  the  people 
from  distress,  and  our  country  from  ruin — I  should 
consider  them  unworthy  the  name  of  patriots — 
unworthy  the  name  of  Americans — unworthy  the 
air  and  light  of  Heaven.  Let  honorable  gentle- 
men consult  their  own  breasts  upon  this  subject, 
they  will  find  the  charge  of  corrupt  motives  im- 
possible. Do  they  find  the  taste  of  power  so  sweet, 
the  couch  of  ambition  so  soft,  that  they  are  to  be 
courted  for  enjpjrment,  and  not  for  the  elevated 
object  of  rendering  happy  a  whole  people  1  If 
they  have  discharged  their  duty  to  their  country 
and  to  their  Qod,  they  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
answering  the  question. 

But  union  it  seems  is  now  the  watch  word. 
Does  the  Administration  desire  it?  Do  the  ma- 
jority in  this  House  desire  it  ?  Had  either  made 
the  least  advance  or  concession  for  it  ?  Though 
urged  by  the  nation,  has  Mr.  Madison  called  round 
him  the  wise  and  the  good  without  distinction  of 
party  ?  Let  his  Cabinet  answer.  One  important 
office  vacant,  and  a  continual  fluctuation  and  suc- 
cession of  officers,  at  a  time  when  he  ought  to 
have  the  constant  and  best  advice  of  the  wisest 
men  of  the  nation.  Another  office  sold  in  fee  to 
a  foreigner  by  birth,  or  held  by  him  for  anothejr 
Daturalized  citizen,  now  abroad  on  an  important 
mission,  and  who  qualified  himself  in  the  school 
of  insurrection,  for  his  distinction.  Is  out  Trea- 
sury always  to  be  a  prey  to  foreigners  and  traitors, 
Henry  and  others?  The  American  people  will 
correct  this  precedure,  or  not  complain  of  an 
empty  Treasury.  But  what  advances  have  the 
majority  in  this  House  made  towards  a  coalition  ? 
Do  they  not,  upon  every  important  subject  of  de- 
bate, unsheath  the  sword  of  contention,  and  cast 
away  its  scabbard  ?  And  how  were  even  the  ad- 
vances of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Tork,  received  yesterday  ?  With  coldness— no, 
sir,  they  were  rejected  with  contempt.  Conscious 
of  their  strength,  they  do  not  want  our  assistance ; 
they  fear  that  some  on  this  side  of  the  House 
may  stand  between  them  and  office.  They  do 
Dot  want  our  assistance  to  pass  their  laws,  and 
Qod  forbid  they  should  have  it,  for  on  some  of 
these  laws  are  impressed  the  image  and  super- 
scription of  oppression — I  will  not,  by  my  vote, 
give  currency  to  such  base  coin. 


If,  sir,  this  Administration  will  abandon  the 
evil  course  and  evil  advice  which  they  have  pur- 
sued so  long,  will  return  to  a  sense  of  duty  to  them- 
selves, and  justice  to  their  country— if  Mr.  Mad- 
ison will  cease  to  hearken  to  evil  counsellors,  and 
will  give  up  his  inefficient  and  corrupt  agents; 
will  form  a  Cabinet  of  the  most  eiperienced  and 
wisest  statesmen  of  our  country,  and  will  surren- 
der the  conduct  of  afiairs  wholly  to  them— I  will 
be  among  the  first  with  heart  and  hand  to  sup- 
port them.  Until  Mr.  Madison  does  this,  I  can 
only  advise  him,  in  the  words  of  an  experienced 
statesman,  ^'  to  retract  his  odious  exertions  of  au- 
*  thority ;  and  to  remember  that  the  first  step  to- 
'  wards  making  New  England  contribute  to  his 
'  wants,  is  to  reconcile  her  to  his  Qovernment, 

[Mr.  King  was  called  to  order  soon  after  com* 
mencing  his  speech,  as  wandering  from  the  order 
of  debate,  by  aebating  questions  of  a  general  na- 
ture on  a  proposition  to  change  the  tax  from  the 
capacity  to  the  product  of  the  still.  The  Chair- 
man decided  that,  according  to  the  general  prac- 
tice, the  gentleman  was  in  order.  From  this  de- 
cision Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  appealed.  After 
some  conversation  on  the  point  of  order— 

The  decision  of  the  Chairman  was  reversed  by 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts  then  moved  inde- 
finitely to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
tion; which  motion  was  declared  not  in  order  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  KiNO  then  declared  himself  in  favor  of 
continuing  the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  still, 
and  imposing  the  additional  duty  on  the  product 
of  the  still — though  he  should  vote  against  any 
increase  of  the  present  taxes.] 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  was  also  of  opinion 
that  a  combination  of  the  tax  on  the  capacity 
and  on  the  product  was  most  expedient,  and  was 
for  adhering  in  all  respects  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Eppes  assigned  the  reasons  why  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  in  favor  of 
retaining  the  present  tax  on  the  capacity— they 
were,  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  product,  and 
to  abridge  as  luuch  as  possible  the  domiciliary 
visits  of  the  excise  officers  for  proving  the  liquor, 
&C.,  which  would  then  be  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Inqham  said  he  was  fully  justified  in  stating 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
be,  that  the  communication  of  the  capacity-tax 
was  indispensable  to  the  due  collection  of  the  pro- 
duct-tax. 

Mr.  Yancby  advocated  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  he  bad  proposed.  He  considered  the 
arguments  against  it,  though  specious,  to  be  falla- 
cious. The  present  system,  be  contended,  opera- 
ted unequally,  and  would  continue  to  do  so  under 
the  increased  duty,  unless  the  system  was  changed. 
He  saw  no  occasion  for  the  employment  of  ex- 
cise officers  at  all  in  the  collection  of  the  tax, 
which  might  be  as  well  collected  by  compelling 
distillers  to  make  monthly  returns  on  oath. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Yancbt's 
motion  (going  to  throw  the  tax  altogether  on  the 
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]>rodaet  of  the  still)  and  negatived.  For  the  mo- 
tion 45,  against  it  76. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  to  insert 
twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  was  then  decided  in 
the  negative.    For  the  motion  57,  against  it  64. 

The  question  being  taken  a  second  time,  by 
request,  there  were  for  (he  motion  62,  against  it  71. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  strike 
cot  twelve  aod  a  half,  and  insert  twenty.  For  the 
motion  there  were  69,  against  it  70. 

Another  count  being  demanded,  there  appeared 
to  be  for  the  motion  67,  against  it  69. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Eppes  to  insert  fifteen,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: For  the  motion  68,  agafnst  it  62. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  an  additional  duty 
on  distillation  of  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  on  the 
product  of  the  still,  ought  to  be  laid. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  two 
resolutions  agreed  to  in  committee,  and  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  remainder  of 
the  report. 

Monday,  October  24. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, William  Hale,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  BiGELOw  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
members  of  an  association  of  Ministers,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Westminister  Association,  in  the 
country  of  Worcester,  and  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be  trans- 
ported or  opened  on  the  Sabbath  day.— Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Koads. 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praviog  a 
confirmation  of  their  respective  titles  to  lands  held 
by  virtue  of  a  requette  or  petition  to  the  Governors 
of  that  country,  whilst  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  Governments. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Setbert, 

Resoltedf  That  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy  Departments,  and  the  Post- 
master Oeneral,  be  directed  to  communicate  to 
this  House  such  information  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  official 
Dooks  and  papers,  in  their  respective  Departments, 
in  consequence  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemj  in 
the  month  of  Aufpiat,  1814 ;  designating  particu- 
larly what  description  of  books  and  papers  has 
been  lost  thereby,  and  what  the  probable  efiect  of 
such  loss  will  be  in  the  adjustment  of  the  unset- 
tled accounts  of  the  United  States. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
resolutions  "  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  which  the 
reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has 
been  sustained  by  Major  General  Brown,  Major 
General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Miller, 
Porter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb,"  and  ask  a  confer- 
ence upon  the  subject  of  the  said  amendments; 
to  which  conference  they  have  appointed  mana- 
gers on  their  part. 


WAYS  AND  MBAN8. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  od  the  remainder  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  third  resolution  came  first  next  under  con- 
sideration, in  the  following  words: 

Resohedt  That  it  is  expedient  to  add  one  hundred 
per  cent,  on  the  present  duty  on  sales  at  aaction. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Mr- 
Wriqht,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  to  the  equality  of  the  general  system  of 
taxation  proposed. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
motion  by  striking  out  one  hundred  and  inserting 
fifty  per  cent.;  under  the  impression  that  the  pro- 
posed increase  would  have  the  effect,  by  throwing 
sales  into  the  hands  of  commission  merchants,  to 
diminish  the  present  product  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  Eppes  made  some  observations  in  reply. 
He  saw  no  reason  why,  when  other  taxes  were 
to  be  so  generally  increased,  this  item  should  be 
excepted. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  obser- 
vations to  show  the  extreme  inequality  and  op- 
pressiveness of  the  additional  tax  on  distillation, 
compared  with  any  other  tax  proposed,  which  he 
said,  by  the  way,  would,  he  feared,  operate  neaHy 
as  a  prohibition  of  that  manufacture.  He  was 
surprised,  after  gentlemen  had  so  strenuously  in- 
sisted on  the  enormous  increase  of  that  tax,  that 
they  should  oppose  the  paltry  increase  of  the  tax 
now  proposed. 

Mr,  Post  made  a  statement  to  show  that  the 
increase  of  the  tax  would  not  increase  the  revenue 
at  all.  The  only  taxes,  he  appeared  to  conceive, 
on  which  solid  reliance  could  be  placed,  to  insure 
the  requisite  amount  of  revenue,  were  the  land 
tax  and  the  whiskey  tax.  The  consumption  of 
whiskey,  he  argued,  would  not  be  diminished  es- 
sentially if  it  were  taxed  an  hundred,  instead  of 
fifteen  cents  per  gallon ;  and,  whatever  was  the 
amoant  of  that  tax,  it  eventuall]^  came  out  of  the 
pocket  of  the  consumer,  though  immediately  paid 
by  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  his 
regret  at  the  sectional  discussion  of  the  taxes. 
He  entreated  gentlemen  to  abandon '  their  local 
obiections  to  the  various  taxes,  as  he  should  him* 
self  do.  The  State  which  he  represented  paid 
much  more  than  a  due  proportion,  according  to 
iu  representation,  of  the  internal  taxes.  But  no 
system  of  taxation  could  ever  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect in  this  country  without  a  reciprocal  spirit  of 
compromise,  whicli  he  therefore  hoped  to  see  su- 
perseding the  local  feelings  which  were  displayed 
oil  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Wriobt  said,  so  far  from  entertaining  any 
sectional  feeling  on  this  occasion,  he  was  prepared 
to  agree  to  the  whole  system  proposed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury ;  but  protested  against  di- 
viding it,  and  taking  it  by  piecemeal. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative  by  a  considerable  majority; 
aod  the  original  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  fourth  resolution,  "  that  it  i»  expedient  u> 
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mdd  fift3r  per  cest.  to  the  preseot  duties  on  the 
conveyance  of  papers  and  letters,''  was  next  con- 
sidered, and  bavioff  been  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Eppes,  by  striking  out  fifty  and  inserting  an 
hundred  per  cent.,  it  was  agreed  to,  without  de- 
bate. 

The  next  resolution,  ^Mhat  the  carriage  tax 
ought  to  be  increased,  and  a  duty  on  plated  har- 
ness jBO  imposed  as  to  produce  double  the  amount 
of  the  present  duty  on  carriages,"  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  resolution  that  came  under  consider-^ 
ation  was,  that  "  it  is  expedient  to  class  the  re- 
tailers of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise,  and  impose  an  additional  duty  there- 
on of  fifty  per  cent." 

Mr.  Post  vehemently  objected  to  this  tax  as 
applying  exclusively  to  one  ckss  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

Mr.  Wbiqbt  and  Mr.  Bppbs  replied ;.  and 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  division- 

The  next  resolution  which  came  under  consid- 
eration was  the  following : 

**Re»olvtdj  That  it  is  expedient  to  impose  a  duty  on 
the  following  articles,  via  :  mmnufactnied  tobacco  and 
sDuff,  in  the  hands  of  the  mannfactarer ;  candles,  of 
tallow  and  spermaceti ;  hats ;  yara,  spun  by  the  aid  of 
machinery  worked  by  steam  or  water ;  leather ;  pig 
iron ;  castings  ;  bar,  rolled,  and  slit  iron  ;  and  oa  nails 
made  by  the  aid  of  machineiT ;  on  fomitare  above  a 
certain  value,  except  beds,  bedding,  and  articles  of  do- 
mestic manafactttre,  in  the  hands  of  the  owner ;  beer, 
ale,  and  porter,  in  the  hands  of  the  manafacturer ; 
boots  and  shoes,  above  a  certain  price,  in  Uie  hands  of 
the  manufacturer ;  on  plated  harness,  in  the  hands  of 
the  owner ;  on  vats  for  Uie  manufacture  -of  paper ;  on 
saddldb  and  bridles,  above  a  certain  price,  in  the  handi 
of  the  owner;  on  gold  and  silver  watches,  in  the  hands 
of  the  owner;  on  pleasurs  horses,  kept  exclusively  for 
the  saddle  or  carnage;  on  playing  cards,  and  on  lot- 


Mr.  Eppbs,  in  pursuanee  of  the  further  ioatruc- 
ttona  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
moved  to  strike  out  severiti  articles  of  the  above 
eaumeration. 

The  first  he  moved  to  be  striciEen  out  waa  cot- 
ton yarn. 

Mr.  filpPBS  assigned  as  a'teason  for  this  motion 
the  fear  of  destroying  manufflrctures  yet  in  their 
infancy,  and  information  received  that  this  man* 
ufacittre  was  not  as  piofitaMe  as  at  first  belicTed. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUOH)  o£  Maryland,  objected  to 
thiamotion^  believing  that  no  manufacture  would 
better  bear  or  be  more  able  to  pay  a  pretty  con- 
siderable tax. 

The  motion  waa  decided: thus:  For  the  motion 
74^  ilgainst  it  46. 

So  cotton  yarn  waa  exempted  from,  taxation. 

The  next  article  proposed  to  be  stricken  out 
was  shoes. 

Aa  a  reason  for  this  motion,  Mr.  Eppsb  assign- 
ed the  great  difficulty  of  discrimination  between 
the  large  manufactories,  and  those  of  an  individ- 
ual or  domestic  character. 

The  motion  was  agreed  towithout  a  division. 

The  next  motion  was  to  change  the  tax  on  pa- 
per vats  to  a  tax  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  paper 
laimofactuied.    Agreed  to,  without  opposition. 


The  next  qneation  was  to  strike  out  lotteriea; 
which  motion  was  negatived  without  debate. 

Mr.  GoLDBBoaouoB  moved  to  strike  out  the 
furniture  tax;  assigning  as  reasons  therefor  ita 
odious  character,  because  rendering  necessary 
valuations  of  property,  domiciliary  visits,  dbc. 

Mr.  Eppbs  defended  the  tax.  and  stated  that  bo 
inquisitions  were  intended  to  be  made  into  prop- 
erty, the  amount  of  which  was  proposed  to  be 
ascertained  by  voluntary  declaration  of  the  pos- 
sessors. He  considered  it  a  very  proper  tax  on 
luxury  and  soperfluity. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  also  opposed  the 
proposed  amendment  in  an  argumentative  man- 
ner, on  the  grounds  of  policy  and  justice,  con- 
vinced as  he  was  of  the  necessity  of  raising  s 
substantial  revenue  to  supply  the  wants  and  sup- 
port the  credit  of  the  Qovernment ;  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  subduction  of  so  great  a  proportion 
of  the  proposed  amount  of  taxation  as  the  erasure 
of  this  tax  would  occasion.  Mr.  B.  spoke  at  some 
length  and  with  much  ability  on  the  subject  of 
taxation  generally. 

Mr.  Wright  supported  his  colleague's  motfon. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  tax,  as  an  inquisition  into 
private  property  ;  as  vexations,  if  the  property  waa 
valued  by  inspection  ;  and  encourasiog  immoral- 
ity, if  valued  by  assessment  on  the  oath  of  the 
proprietors.  ^  He  was  opposed  to  it,  too,  because  it 
would  in  fact  operate  as  a  tax  on  matrimony,  from 
which  those  who  lived  their  whole  lives  in  vio^ 
lation  of  the  first  law  of  nature  would  generally 
be  exempt.  He  considered  it,  too,  in  the  nature 
of  a  direct  tax»  and  which  therefore  ought  to  be 
apportioned  Bccording  to  representation. 

Mr.  PoTTBR,  of  Rhode  Island,  also  advocflited 
the  motion.  The  property  proposed  t6  be  reached 
by  this  tax  belonged  generally  to  those  who  have 
seen  better  times,  but,  by  the  operation  of  the  war». 
are  thrown  out  of  their  regular  income,  and  are 
many  of  them  obliged  to  sell  this  very  fumiiiiffe 
to  supply  them  with  bread. 

Mr.  Uaston,  of  North  Carolina, also  supported 
the  motion  of  Mr.  OouDaBOROOoa,  prineipally 
on  account  of  the  novelty  of  the  tax,  it  being  m 
ux  never  before  laid»  if  ever  proposed  in  nay 
Qovernment  There  were  other  strong  reaaooa 
against  it,  particularly  tlw  mode  in  which  the  tax- 
must  be  assessed,  dbc.  In  opposing  this  tax,  Mr, 
Q.said  he  at  least  was  not  inftuenced  by  sectional 
motives,  as  it  would  fall  as  lightly  on  the  section 
of  country  which  he  represented,  as  perhaps  any 
other.  He  was  opposed  to  any  tax  of  a  question- 
able expediency,  because  all  the  taxes  were  to  be 
{dedged  to  the  public  creditor,  and  would  there- 
ore  be  irrepealabie  until  his  demands  were  satis- 
fied. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky,  in  reply  to  the  ar- 
gument of  novellv  against  the  tax,  said,  that  thin 
had  been  frequently  called  the  age  of  experimenta. 
Our  Qovernment  itself  was  a  novelty,  which  had 
established  iu  utility ;  and  there  were  many  nov- 
elties as  well  of  invention  as  policy,  in  our  coun- 
try, which  reflected  on  it  the  highest  honor;  and 
he  hoped  this  would  be  attended  with  the  same 
result. 
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Mr.  Bradlst,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  tax  on 
fornitore,  principally  on  accooot  of  its  difficulty, 
if  not  impracticability,  of  collection,  as  opening 
the  door  to  fraud,  perjury,  and  favoritism. 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question,  said  he  was  opposed  in  principle 
to  the  tax,  which  he  believed  would  not  produce 
anything  like  the  estimated  amount.  He  wished 
to  dispense  with  this  tax,  and  add  the  amount  of 
it  to  the  direct  tax,  or  lay  jt  on  other  articles. 

Mr.  Eppes  rose  to  defend  this  tax.  He  had  no 
Idea,  when  the  United  States  had  for  years  col- 
lected a  revenue  from  imports  of  twenty  millions 
of  dollars,  on  the  oaths  of  the  merchants,  that 
they  could  not  collect  a  tax  of  a  million  of  dol- 
lars from  property  to  be  valued  on  the  oaths  of 
the  possessors.  As  to  the  tax  discouraging  mat- 
rimony, and  consequently  population,  he  denied 
this  operation  to  it ;  because  beds,  blankets,  sheets, 
and  everv  article  essential  to  these  objects,  were 
exemptea  from  taxation.  He  denied  the  inequal- 
ity and  oppressiveness  of  the  tax.  Its  novelty 
was  an  obiection.  which  would  equally  apply  to 
Tarious  others,  all  internal  taxes  being  new  to 
the  Qovernment.    It  was  a  tax  the  rich  would 

y,  and  the  poor  be  exempt  from ;  and,  there- 
lore,  he  was  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Post  stated  that,  in  collecting  the  duties 
on  imports,  there  was  a  collateral  examination  of 
Igoods  entered  to  verify  the  statement  made  on 
oath;  so  that  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in 
likening  the  mode  of  collection  proposed  to  that 
€Xislin£  in  relation  to  import  duties.  Mr.  P.  again 
tBsistedT  on  the  propriety  of  layins:  the  whole 
amount  of  tax  on  the  direct  and  aistulation  Ux. 

Mr.  Qaston,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  a  few 
words  in  explanation,  and  Mr.  Eppes  replied. 

The  House  then  decided  on  Mr.  Goldsbo- 
boogh's  motion,  as  follows:  For  the  motion  51, 
against  it  69. 

So  the  Committee  determined  to  retain  the  tax 
proposed  to  be  laid  on  furniture. 

Mr.  Oaki^t  moved  to  strike  out  the  dnty  on 
Uliow  candles  in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer. 
He  conceived  the  tax  would  be  rendered  nugatory 
by  the  increase  of  domestic  manufacture,  and  the 
▼ery  poorest  people  only,  those  who  are  unable 
to  parchase  materiab  for  making  candles,  will 
pay  the  tax. 

The  motion  was  negatived— 40  only  rising  in 
ft  vor  of  it,  66  against  it. 

Mr.  BiGELow,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
atrike  out  the  article  of  leather.-  His  objection 
was  that  leather  was  an  article  of  first  necessity, 
•of  which  the  poor  coi»sumed  nearly  as  much  as 
the  rich,  and  which,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
taxed. 

The  motion  was  negatived— 30  only  rising  in 
ftvor  of  it. 

The  question  on  the  resolution,  as  amended, 
was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  next  and  last  resoiation  was  in  the  follow- 
ipg  words: 

*^Bt»okedy  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a N*- 
ttsaal  Bank,  with  braaehea  in  the  several  States.'* 


The  House  decided  on  this  question  withoat 
debate:  For  the  resolution  66,  against  it  40. 

The  Committee  then  reported  the  several  reso- 
lutions as  agreed  to,  with  the  amendments  made 
thereto. 

The  resolution  for  increasing  the  direct  tax 
came  up  for  eoocurreace.  The  resolottoo,  as  re* 
ported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proposes 
to  add  100  per  eant.  to  the  preseat  amount  of  the 
direct  tax. 

Mr.  OaELsr  moved  to  aoMnd  the  resolve,  by 
iaserting  one  hukdred  and  fifty  tn  Itea  (^  one  haa- 
dred,  so  as  to  make  the  present  amount  of  that 
tax  150  per  ceat.j  in  other  words*  to  lay  a  dircet 
tax  for  th«  ensaiag  year  of  seven  and  a  half  mil- 
lions. 

This  motion  was  negatived :  For  the  motion 
80,  against  it  116,  as  foUows: 

Teas— MssHB.  Chappell,  Cilley,  Duia,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  HawUns,  Hopkins  of  Kaa- 
tncky,  Ingenoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Oak- 
ley, Post,  Potter,  Rich,  Seybert^  Sherwood,  Skiaaar, 
Taylor,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry,  Baiboor,  Bard,  Bayfies  of  Maasachnsetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  BnUer,  Oaperton,  CaldweU, 
Galhona,  Oaimon,  Champion,  Clark,  Oeadtet,  Conard» 
Orwirfeid,  Creighton,  Cnwoh,  Cnlpeper,  Gkithbett, 
DavenMrC  Bans  of  Peaasyhaaia,  iMnojelles,  Dei^ 
Eaile,  JBppes,  Fanow,  Foniey,  Fornrth,  Fiaaklin,  Gas- 
ton, Geddes,  Gholson,  Goldsborooghv  Goodwyn,  Grif- 
fin, Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbreook,  Hawes,  Hnbbaid, 
Humphreys,  Hoagerford,  Hnlbert,  Ingham,  Jackson  of 
Viiginia,  Johnson  of  Yirgmia,  Johnson  of  Kentoelgr» 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kair, 
Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Law,  LeiEuls,  Loveit,  Lowndes,  Lyb, 
Macon,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  MolB^ 
Montgomery*  Moore,  Moseley,  Newton,  Onnsby,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pickens,  Pipei;  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Rngn^es,  ^•gt,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Ship, 
herd,  iSmith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Yiiginia,  Strong, 
Stnrgea,  Taanehil],  Telfair,  IMno,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Masaaehoaetts,  Webster,  Wheatoa,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Maasachnsetts,  Wilson  of  Peaasylvania, 
Winter,  Wrighw  and  Yanoey. 

So  Mr.  Oaklbt'b  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  amending  the  resolation,  so  as  to  increase 
the  direct  tax  100  per  cent,  on  its  present  amount, 
making  the  total  direct  tax  to  be  raised  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars — 

Mr.  GoLDBBORonoH,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the 
tax,  on  the  gronnd  that  the  country  was  not  ade- 
quate to  pay  it  withoat  oppression,  if  not  abso- 
lute destruction. 

The  question  on  inserting  100  per  cent,  in  liea 
of  50,  was  decided  as  follows :  For  the  amend* 
ment  100,  against  it  38,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ato- 

S\  Barbonr,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen, 
radley,  Brown,  BnrweU,  Bntler,  Caldwell,  Calhoui, 
Cannon,  Chappdl,  Cilley,  Claric,  Cosutock,  Condie^ 
Conard,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cnthbert,  Dana, 
DaHi  of  PenniylvaBia,  Deaoyelles,  Ueaitt,  Barie,  Pai^ 
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low,  Fisk  of  Vermon^  F'uk  of  New  York,  Fonyth, 
Oholfon,  Ooodwyn,  Griffin,  Groevenor,  Hall,  Hanson, 
Harria,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkina,Hopkina  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  IngenoU, 
Ingham,  Irring,  Jackson  of  Rhode  &land,  Jadison  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
hourn,  fcing  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  Potter,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  8age,  Schureman,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Tajrlor,  Telfair,  ThompM>n,  Udree,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylyania,  Winter,  Wright,  end  Yancey. 

Nais — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigebw, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Eppes,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Ctoldsborough,  Hale,  Hulbert,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  fibipherd. 
Smith  of  New  York*  Sturges,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

The  question  then  being  on  agreeing;  to  the 
reaolutioD  as  amended,  going  to  increase  the  pres- 
eat  direct  uz,  as  before  stated,  and  the  yeas  and 
says  having  been  demanded  thereon — 

Mr.  Wbbbtbb,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  the 
proposition  was  to  grant  a  new  land  tax,  of  twice 
the  amount  of  the  last.  Before  he  gave  his  vote, 
be  wished  to  be  permitted  to  state  the  reasons 
which  would  govern  and  decide  it.  It  bad  often 
happened  that  public  bodies,  or  the  majorities 
in  public  bodies,  having^  the  general  power  of 
adopting  laws  and  resolutions  binding  on  and  con- 
trolliDgtbe  whole,  had  supposed  themselves  capa- 
ble of  reducing  dissenting  members  to  a  situation, 
in  which  any  course  of  conduct  pursued  by  them 
might  be  liable  to  unfavorable  construction.  But 
cases  of  this  sort,  attended  with  real  difficulty,  he 
thought  to  be  rare.  At  any  rate,  the  present  oc- 
casion presented  no  such  difficulty. 

He  did  not  feel  himself  under  the  necessity, 
either  of  obstructing  the  passage  of  the  taxes 
through  the  House,  or  of  taking  upon  himself  any 
portion  of  the  responsibility  of  laying  them.  A 
case  might  arise,  in  which  it  would  rest  with  those 
who  have  been  in  the  minority  of  the  House,  on 
leading  m.easures  of  Government,  to  say  whe- 
ther the  supplies  should  be  granted  or  withheld. 
Whenever  such  a  condition  of  things  shall  hap- 
pen, it  will  bring  its  own  rule  of  action  alon^  with 
If.  At  present,  no  such  case  exists.  It  is  not 
put  to  us  who  opposed  the  war  in  its  origin^  and 
Aave  steadily  reprobated  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  prosecuted,  to  say  now,  whether  a  bur- 
densome system  of  taxes  shall  be  imposed  on  the 
nle  to  replenish  the  exhausted  Treasury.  That 
r  those  to  determine,  who  have  made  the 
taxes  necessary.  Our  votes  are  not  asked  for 
now,  any  more  than  they  were  upon  the  declara- 
tion of  hostilities.  It  was  xiot  then  left  for  us  to 
say.  whether  there  should  be  war.  It  is  not  left 
with  us  now  to  say,  whether  there  shall  be  taxes. 
Those  who  took  upon  themselves  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  first,  must  bear  also  the  respoasibility 


of  the  last.  And  it  must  be  presumed,  that  gen- 
tlemen are  ready  and  willing  to  sustain  the  cod* 
sequences  of  their  own  measures.  Whoever  has 
power  to  grant  revenue,  has  also  the  power  of  di- 
recting its  expenditure;  and  if  the  question  of 
supplies  or  no  supplies,  should  ever  come  to  rest 
on  the  decision  of  those  who  have  heretofore  dif- 
fered in  opinion  from  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Administration,  they  then  will  be  able  to  accom- 
pany the  supplies  with  such  other  measures  aa 
shall  insure  the  appropriation  of  the  revenue  to 
proper  objects,  and  place  its  expenditure  in  com- 
petent hands.  But  if  we  were  now  to  say,  we 
will  vote  for  the  taxes,  if  the  Administration  will 
apply  the  means  which  we  shall  grant  it,  to 

aer  and  sensible  objects,  and  will  call  to  its  aid, 
is  exigency  of  affairs,  the  most  prominent  men 
in  the  nation,  without  regard  to  political  party 
or  connexion,  we  should  be  told— "Gentlemen, 

*  you  are  very  obliging,  but  we  happen  to  be  able 

*  to  carry  through  our  taxes  upon  our  own  strength. 
<  We  do  not  choose  to  submit  to  such  terms  and 
'  limitations  as  you  propose,  and  must  beg  leave, 
'  therefore,  to  dispense  both  with  your  conditions 
'  and  your  votes." 

If,  be  said,  the  taxes  depended  on  his  vote ;  if 
the  Administration  could  show  it  had  made  fair 
and  reasonable  offers  for  peace,  which  the  enemy 
had  refused ;  if  it  would  now  consent  to  apply  ita 
means  to  the  first  great  object  of  all  Governments, 
the  protection  of  the  people,  to  carry  on  the  war 
in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  common  sense  of 
the  community,  and  would  endeavour  to  call  forth 
the  talents  of  the  nation  to  aid  the  cause  of  the 
nation,  most  assuredly  he  should  vote  for  what- 
ever supplies  the  occasion  called  for.  He  should 
only  be  anxious  in  such  a  case  to  grant  enough; 
because  he  did  not  represent  those  who  would 
weigh,  very  scrupulously,  essential  national  rigbta 
and  national  security  against  the  price  necessary 
for  their  preservation.  But  as  no  such  change  of 
system  is  intimated,  and  as  the  system  of  taxation 
now  proposed  does  not  depend  at  ail  for  adoption 
or  rejection  on  his  vote,  he  should  hardly  give 
what  might  be  deemed  a  sanction  to  the  measures 
of  Government,  by  a  general  and  voluntary  sup- 
port of  its  present  plans  of  finance.  At  the  same 
time  he  did  not  see  that  other  gentlemen,  equally 
opposed  to  the  war  with  himself,  and  expecting  aa 
little  as  he  did  any  successful  issue  to  it,  without 
achange,mightnot,  nevertheless, deem  the  present 
exigency  to  be  one,  in  which  they  were  at  liberty, 
if  they  so  should  choose,  to  vote  for  revenue,  with- ' 
out  making  themselves  in  any  degree  answerable 
for  its  probable  misapplication.  The  whole  re- 
sponsibility, he  thought,  belonged  to  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  They  had  undertaken  both 
to  put  the  country  into  a  state  of  war,  and  to  get 
it  well  out  again.  In  the  former,  they  had  suc- 
ceeded ;  how  well  they  will  be  able  to  perform 
the  latter,  time  would  show. 

If  it  was  said,  continued  Mr.  W.,  that,  public 
credit  depends  on  adopting  this  system  of  taxes^ 
and  that  it  cannot  be  refused  without  refusing  the 
means  of  restoring  public  credit,  he  certainly 
hoped  that  gentlemen  would  adopt  that  system 
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of  finance  whieh  sntted  tbem  best,  as  well  for  the 
restoratioD  of  the  pablie  credit,  as  for  other  pur- 
poses of  Govern  men  t.  He  did  not  wish  to  limit 
their  choice.  He  only  disclaimed  any  share  in 
the  responsibility  of  measures,  in  the  production 
of  which  those  whose  political  opinions  he  re- 
spected had  no  concern.  A  high  public  credit 
was  one  of  the  treasures  which  the  country  had 
committed  to  the  hands  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. How  they  are  to  restore  it,  buried  as  it 
now  is  under  a  mass  of  depreciated  stocks,  unfilled 
loans,  discredited  Treasury  notes,  debts  unpaid 
and  debts  unliquidated,  they  must  determine  for 
themselves,  looktnff  to  that  account  to  which  the 
country  may  call  them. 

it  was  worth  our  while  to  inquire,  how  it  has 
happened  that  public  credit  has  received  such  a 
tremendous  shock.  Whose  is  the  fault  1  When 
those  measures  were  begun,  which  have  at  lepgih 
brought  us  where  we  now  are,  the  public  credit 
of  the  United  States  was  as  high  as  that  of  any 
nation  on  earth.  To  whom  are  imputable  the 
shame  and  disgrace  of  its  prostration  and  fall  ? 
To  what  is  It  owing  ?  Not  to  any  deficiency  in 
the  national  resources  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
Govern  men  c.  Both  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tell 
us,  and  they  tell  us  truly,  that  the  real  means  of 
the  nation  have  been  abundant.  If  then,  the  Ad- 
ministration received  the  public  credit  in  a  high 
and  honorable  condition  ;  if  the  nation  has  at  all 
times  possessed  the  means  of  keeping  it  so.  and 
the  Administration  has  possessed,  as  it  has,  a 
sufficient  control  of  these  means;  and  if  after  all, 
the  public  credit  has  gone  to  fearful  wreck  and 
rain,  who  alone  is  answerable  for  such  a  state  of 
things?  or  who  can  refer  our  present  condition 
to  any  other  cause  than  an  incompetent  manage- 
ment of  the  powers  of  Government  7  The  basis  of 
public  credit  is  confidence  in  the  national  resour- 
ces, in  the  duration  and  stability  of  Gbvernment, 
and  in  the  competency  and  character  of  those 
who  administer  it.  It  is  owing  to  no  distrust  of 
the  resources  of  the  nation,  nor  of  the  general  or- 
ganization and  structure  of  the  Government,  that 
the  public  credit  bad  sunk  so  low.  The  true  cause 
of  this  was  to  be  sought  elsewhere.  No  system 
of  taxation,  merely  as  such,  will  prove  an  ade- 
quate remedy,  especially  at  this  late  hour.  Un- 
less the  Administration  can  court  back  a  general 
confidence,  not  only  in  the  wealth  of  the  nation, 
but  also  in  its  own  ability  and  the  wisdom  and 
fitness  of  its  own  measures,  public  credit  has  gone 
far  beyond  its  grasp. 

As  to  a  more  able  or  successful  prosecution  of 
the  war,  he  professed  not  to  be  sanguine  in  that 
hope.  That  the  people  will  defend  themselves, 
with  spirit,  whenever  attacked,  admits  no  doubt ; 
but  as  far  as  the  prosecution  of  the  war  rests  with 
the  Government,  he  despaired  of  any  change  in 
the  manner,  or  any  difierence  In  the  result.  The 
Administration  appeared  to  him  not  to  have 
changed  iu  habits.  It  continued  to  go  on  in  its  old 
party  path — to  revolve  round  iu  party  centre,  and 
to  draw  all  its  heat  and  its  light,  its  animation 
and  ito  being,  from  party  sources.    The  measure 


(lability  with  which  the  war  had  been  conducted, 
was  about  equal  to  the  measure  of  prudence  with 
which  it  was  declared ;  and  the  success  of  the 
ijtsue,  without  a  change  of  auspices,  would  probir 
bly  be  proportionate  to  both. 

He  had  been  struck  with  a  paraffragh  in  Mr, 
Jefferson's  late  letter.  Speaking  of  the  invasion 
of  this  place  by  the  enemy,  he  says,  he  took  advan- 
tage of  this  nation  unarmed  and  unprepared.  For 
the  partial  judgment  of  a  friend,  this  is  sufficiently 
severe.    The  Government  took  its  own  time  to- 

fo  to  war.  It  invited  the  enemy  to  the  conflict.- 
t  is  attacked,  two  years  afterward,  in  the  centi^ 
of  the  nation,  on  the  very  threshold  of  the  Capt« 
tol,  and  even  there  is  found  unarmed  and  unpre* 
pared. 

The  Government  was  indeed  unprepared  when 
it  went  to  war.  It  has  been  unprepared  ever 
since;  and  if  the  contest  should  not  last  more 
than  twice  as  long  as  the  war  of  the  Greeks  and 
the  Trojans,  it  will  come  to  an  end,  before  the 
country,  upon  the  present  system  of  things,  will 
be  prepared  for  its  beginning. 

A  state  of  mere  un preparedness,  however,  was 
not  exactly  the  whole  or  our  case,  when  war  was 
declared.  There  was  something  in  it  worse  than 
that,  even  aside  from  the  character  of  the  war 
itself,  and  the  opinion  which  one  half  the  nation 
had  of  it. 

The  country  had  had  commerce,  the  abundant 
source  of  its  revenue.  A  barbarous  and  unrelent- 
ing series  of  acts  of  self-murder,  called  restrictions, 
had  put  an  end  to  that  commerce.  It  had  had  a 
sinking  fund. containing  the  sustaining,redeeming 
principles  or  public  credit.  This  was  abandoned. 
It  had  an  useful  National  Banking  Institution, 
with  solid  capital  and  on  sound  principles;  and 
which  had  proved  itself,  bjf  twenty  years  expe* 
rience,  to  be  capable  of  offering  the  most  import- 
ant facilities  to  the  operations  of  finance.  This 
also  was  destroyed.  Having  made  these  provi- 
sions for  revenue,  for  public  credit,  and  financial 
operations,  the  Gfovernment  felt  itself  in  a  condi- 
tion to  invite  a  war. 

From  such  a  beginning,  what  else  could  be  ex-  , 
pected  than  we  have  seen  to  happen  ?  While  it 
remained  on  our  part  a  war  of  invasion,  nothing 
was  done ;  and  now,  when  in  turn  we  are  attacked 
by  the  enemy,  the  defence  of  the  country  resU 
on  the  people  and  on  the  States,  almost  unassisted 
by  the  aid  of  Government.  In  what  quarter  of 
the  country  does  the  Gh>vernment  afford  efficient 
protection  to  the  people?  In  most  assailable 
places,  the  States  are  obliged  to  call  out  their 
militia  upon  their  own  responsibilitv,  and  the 
strength  of  their  own  resources ;  and  here,  at  the 
heart  of  the  nation,  a  force  of  five  thousand  men 
has  routed  and  dispersed  the  Government,  and 
scattered  the  ashes  of  the  Capitol  over  the  soil 
which  claimed  its  peculiar  ana  exclusive  protec- 
tion. He  had  said  last  session,  and  he  repeated 
it  now,  that  the  Government  had  failed  in  the 
discharge  of  its  first  great  duty— the  main  object 
of  all  (£>vernment8 — the  protection  of  the  people. 

He  wished  also  the  House  and  the  country  to 
consider  how  we  stood  with  all  the  neutral  Pow- 
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.€m  of  Europe  in  relation  to  thU  war.    Jt  bad 
l^eeo  aaid  by  bis  honorable  friend  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Oakliy)  that  tbe  ears  of  the  Euro- 
ifean  Uooru  were  shot  against  us.    He  beliered 
this  to  be  perfectly  true.    Tbe  Administration 
iiaelf  knew  better  than  any  indi?idual  that  it 
liad  not  been  able  to  excite  tbe  sympathies  of  a 
single  Power  in  Europe,  in  its  favor,  on  the  sob- 
jeot  of  this  war.    The  reason  was  obvious.    The 
fiatioBS  of  Europe  had  seen  the  part  this  Gorern- 
ment  bad  acted.    They  had  seen  it  come  in,  in 
(Jie  moment  of  European  extremity  and  agony, 
•nd  take  part  on  the  side  of  an  always  detested 
and  Bon^  fallen  tyranny.    Withoat  discussini^  the 
question,  of  no  importance  to  them,  whether  tbe 
measures  of  this  Government  grew  out  of  a  pre> 
vious  stipulation,  signed  and  sealed,  aod  inter- 
changed with   that  of  France,  or  whether  in 
liiese  measures  it  had  acted  gratuitously,  and 
only  followed  the  bent  of  its  own  inelipation, 
4hey  could  not  but  take  aotiee  of  the  fact,  that 
.these  measores  were  brought  into  play  precisely 
at  the  moment  when  they  were  most  likely  to 
jid  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Governmeots,  and 
jtbe  subjugation  of  the  nations  of  Europje.    It 
was  dyimcult,  he  thought,  to  restraiti  one's  indig- 
estion.on  this  subject.    If  anything  could  majke 
.one  abhamed  of  Ms  eon  a  try,  it  would  lie  that  its 
Government  had  been  capable  of  acting  such  a 
(IMrt*    How  different  would  our  f  itoation  be  at 
.(his  time,  if  the  Government  could  say  lo  Eog- 
iand:  ^'W'e  have  interfered  in  none  of  your  Eu- 
Mpeaa  quarrels.    We  have  soi:tght  to  take  ao 
Mvantage  of  the  pressure  of  your  eiroamstances. 
^  Repuolic,  ourselves,  and  attached  to  the  pria- 
oiples  of  political  liberty,  w«  havo  lent  neither 
ffiid    nor  countenance  to  any  projects  formed 
.ag«ioftt  (tie  general  liberty  or  prosperity  of  Eu- 
rope.   We  have  held  a  couriie  strictly  and  seru- 
jpmlouslf  impartial ;  and  for  proof  of  the  eorreot- 
iMss  of  our  conduct  in  all  these  sespects,  wo  re- 
fer to  tbe  unbiassed  ju^ment  of  neutjcal  nations. 
We  anpeal  to  those  who  have  been  with  you 
through  the  struggle  which  has  now  terminated, 
whether  they  suspect  us  of  liaving  had  any  lean- 
tnf  or  paniality  towards  your  *' common  enemy." 
As  to  tbe  neffotiation  and  the  terms  of  peace 
.ofiered  by  England,  Mr.  W.  aaid  it  would  not  be 
aupposed  that  those  who  opposed  the  war  as  un- 
.necessary  and  ruinous,  were  en  that  account  to 
oonsent  to  any  other  than  fair  and  honorable 
terms  of  peace.    They  held  the  Administration 
answerable  for  an  honorable  peace.    The  conn- 
try's  honor  was  unblemished,  when  they  took 
the  guardianship  of  its  concerns,  and  it  would 
be  required  at  their  hands  ef|ually  unblemished. 
For  one,  he  said,  in  no  crisis^  in  no  emergency, 
in  no  distress  of  national  affairs,  would  he  con- 
aent  to  a  peace  which  should  inuict  a  wound  on 
,tbe  true  honor  or  substantial  interests  of  tbe 
country.    But  he  did  not  affect  to  conceal  his 
opinion ;  he  wished,  rather,  on  all  proper  occa- 
eions,  to  exprei>s  it  that  there  was  no  chance  of 
ooercing  England,  or   even   of  defending  the 
country  successful!  V)  until  the  power  and  strength 
of  the  nation  should  be  called  forth,  and  guided 


by  dtffecent  hands.  He  wished,  at  the  same  time, 
to  express  his  regret,  that  the  American  Cona- 
missioners  had  not  proposed  (heir  terms  of  peace. 
He  wished  they  had  stated  explicitly,  whether 
the  GoveriHsient  of  this  country  had  or  had  not 
given  up  the  grounds  npon  wiiieb  it  originally 
went  to  war.  If  the  British  Commissioners 
looked  for  extravagant  terms  to  be  proposed  by 
ours,  it  was  not  very  unnatural  that  they  sfaould 
set  out  with  terms  as  extravagant  themselves.  It 
is  to  be  lamented,  that  having  found  out  what 
were  the  terms  of  England,  our  Biinisters  did  not 
propose  their  own  terms,  to  the  end  that  the 
world  miffht  see  tbe  difference.  It  may  be  a 
question  fit  for  casuists,  which  partakes  least  of  a 
pacific  temper  and  moderate  views,  to  propose 
terms  of  peace,  which  are  deemed  inadmissible, 
as  was  done  by  England,  or  to  propooe  no  terms 
at  all,  as  was  done  by  ourselves,  if  tbe  Ameri- 
can Ministers  were  instructed  to  make  peace  on 
fair  and  reasonable  terms,  it  cannot  be  too  muck 
regretted  that  they  did  not  make  those  terras 
known ;  because,  in  order  to  put  the  enemy  com- 
pletely in  the  wrong,  it  is  necessary*  to  show,  not 
only  that  bis  terms  were  extmvagant,  but  that 
ours  were  not  so. 

The  publication  of  the  documents  here  is  relied 
on  to  satisfy  tbe  people  of  this  donntry  of  tbe 
equity  and  moderation  of  the  views  of  the  Cab- 
inet. If  it  should  answer  that  purpose,  still  it 
does  not  answer  the  other,  of  maxinff  known  its 
equity  and  modeation  to  England.  Because, 
until  now,  that  they  are  publishra  here,  England 
had  no  means  of  knowing  tbe  instroetiees  men 
to  oar  Ministers.  She  could  only  know  that  if 
you  insisted  now,  on  what  you  demanded  when 
you  went  to  war,  roar  terms,  in  her  estimation, 
wete  aa  inadmissible  as  hers  are  in  youre. 

But  will  the  Bublication  of  pariB  of  these  in- 
struotions  satisfy  tbe  people  of  this  country  that 
the  Goverament  has  made  fair  tenaas  of  peace  ? 
If  anything  was  published,  wby  not  tbe  whaled 
If  the  part  concealed  is  not  material,  wby  con- 
ceal it  ?  In  cases  of  this  sort,  it  is  obvious,  that 
whatever  has  been  previously  done,  may  be  un- 
done by  something  snbsequeut.  It  is  not  like  a 
series  of  correspondence  between  diffinrent  pae- 
ties.  Unless  the  Govermnent  publishes  the  whole 
in  this  case  it  may  as  well  publish  nothing. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  underrate  the  diflkul- 
ties  of  the  present  crisis.  He  was  well  aware  of 
all  these  difficulties.  But  he  would  not  say,  be- 
cause be  did  not  think  that  they  were  at  all  in- 
surmountable with  a  wise  and  able  Administra- 
tion of  Government.  But  it  did  appear  to  bim, 
that  the  country  had  committed  itself  into  tbe 
bands  of  men  not  likely  to  make  peace,  nor  com- 
petent to  conduct  tbe  war.  This,  he  thought, 
our  greatest  difficulty,  and  he  believed  the  nation 
would  come  to  the  same  opinion. 

In  tbe  meantime  he  should  not  obstruct ;  be 
should  only  hold  himself  at  liberty  not  to  ap- 
prove, without  reason,  tbe  course  pursued.  It 
could  not  be  said,  then,  that  the  Administiation 
was  asked  to  do  its  duty  while  the  means  are  re- 
fused ;  means  will  Aot  be  refused  so  lar  as  tbof 
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depend  oo  metsores  kere.  Ito  measores  will  ^ 
«arried  bere,aod  as  far  as  the  aid  ^  this  House 
can  go,  it  will  hare  it.  But  he  should  not  give 
iftis  vote  for  the  measures  proposed,  either  by  way 
of  expreasiBg  his  approbaiion  of  the  past,  or  his 
expectations  for  the  niture.  Oa  the  past  he  looked 
with  mixed  emotions  of  indignation  and  grief; 
OB  tlie  future  with  fearful  forebodings  and  appre- 
lieosions,  relieved  only  by  the  hope  that  the  im- 
laediate  adoption  of  belter  oonneels  might  lead 
to  bett^  times. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  ^oadudad,  ihe  Home  ad- 
orned* 

ToBSDaT,  October  S5. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
^m  the  Senate,  notifying  that  they  insist  on  their 
amendments  to  the  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 
daet  with  which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the 
United  States  has  been  sustained  by  Malor  Gene- 
ral Brown^  Major  General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers 
Ripley,  Miller,  Porter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb,^'  and 
asking  a  conference  thereon :  Whereupon, 

MUSoivedj  That  this  House  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence asked  by  the  Senate,  and  that  Mr.  Troitp, 
Mr.  Wrioht,  and  Mr.  Btvart,  be  the  managers 
at  the  iuune  on  their  part. 

WATS  AND  MEANa 
The  House  resumed  the  efttsideralion  of  the 
itaftaisbed  bvsinesa,  being  tbe  tefort  of  the  Com« 
4Bitiee  of  Ways  and  Meatts  veriwwPBdiog  the 
nBjpeettion  of  additioaal  taxes;  and  the  irst  reso- 
teiOB,  for  addiiag  IM  per  cent,  to  the  present 
4mioQ«tof4he  direst  <aans,^tog  en  its 


Mr.  &BB4,  of  Teiiaessee,  apoke  at  lengch  ia  sun- 
lit of  the  resolve,  and  ia  reply  to  Mr.  IVBBvrcBV 
j^peeoh  of  yestardaf^ 

^  Mr.  Calbovjx  naid,  he  did  not  rise  to  oonsider 
vhetiieff  the  war  was  origioaUy  just  and  neces- 
sary ;  or  whether  the  Admiiiistfatioa  had  aban- 
4s«ied  the  origiaal  oligeeis  of  the  contest ;  mueh 
less,  whether  the  Oppositien,  according  to  the 
very  modest  deelavation  of  the-member  from  New 
Hanapshtre,  (Mr.  Wkebtir,)  possessed  alt  of  the 
taknt  aad  eonfideace  of  the  country.  His  object 
•was  to  eaU  the  attention  of  this  House  to  tiie  ne- 
eessily  of  prompt  aod  vigorous  measures  for  the 
praseoucio&  of  the  war*  If  ever  a  body  of  men 
aeU  the  destiaies  of  a  eoantry  in  their  hands,  it 
was  that  which  he  was  now  addressing.  You 
hmre  for  an  enemy  a  Power  tiie  most  implaeable 
and  formidable ;  who,  now  freed  from  any  other 
eoatest,  will,  the  very  next  campaign,  direct  the 
viude  of  his  fcorce  against  you.  Besidies  his  iwp 
Booted  enmity  against  this  country,  which  will 
arge  lum  to  exertion,  the  enemy  is  aware  of  the 
aeoessifey,  on  iiis  parL  to  bring  the  contest  to  a 
epeedy  termination.  He  dreads  its  continuance; 
mr  he  well  knows,  that  sliould  it  be  maintained 
by  us  with  v^or,  for  only  a  few  years,  there  will 
jbe  other  ^rties  to  the  struggle,  which  may  again 
fnfieive  him  in  a  war  with  all  fiurope.  He  then 
RriU  put  forth,  fcom  epile  and  policy,  the  whole 
of  liis  sftrejigtii  th«'veiy  jMxt  Bomm^,  to  crush 


us  if  possible  by  one  mighty  effort.  To  meet 
this  state  of  things,  the  whole  of  the  resources 
will  have  to  be  called  into  action ;  and,  what  is 
of  equal  importance,  with  such  promptitude  as 
to  be  ready  to  act  as  soon  as  the  season  wiH  ad- 
mit. What  then  are  the  duties  which  devolve 
on  this  House,  and  which  must  be  performed  in 
order  that  we  may  be  in  a  state  of  desirable 
preparation  to  meet  and  maintain  the  struggle  1 
This  is  the  question  which  he  proposed  to  coa* 
sider,  not  indeed  in  detail,  or  with  great  accuracy, 
but  generally,  in  order  that  we  may  be  aware  of 
the  urgent  necessity  for  despatch.  First,  then,  it 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  pass  these  resokt* 
tions,  or  some  others  of  eqaai  vigor,  into  lawo. 
Our  fioauces  it  is  acknowledged  are  mucli  de- 
ranged ;  and  it  is  also  admitted,  on  all  sides,  that 
they  caa  only  be  restored  by  a  vigorous  system 
of  taxes.  Has  any  member  estimated  how  muoh 
time  this  will  consume.  It  is  now  the  l^h  of 
October,  aad  we  have  not  passed  even  the  reso- 
lutions ;  at  the  same  rate  of  proceeding,  to  settle 
all  the  complexity  of  the  detail  of  bills,  aod  pass 
them  into  laws,  will  require  months.  Iq  the  next 
place,  it  will  be  necessary  (he  presumed  no  aiem- 
her  could  doubt  it)  to  take  the  state  of  theetrca- 
iating  flwdium  into  consideration;  and  to  devise 
some  xttsasure  to  render  it  more  safe,  and  adapted 
to  the  purposes  of  finance.  Tlie  single  fact,  tliat 
we  hare  no  proper  medium,  commeostiraie  ia  its 
circttlation  with  the  Unton^-that  it  is  all  local— is 
calculated  to  produce  mueh  embarrassmeot  ia 
the  opemtion  of  the  Treasury.  But,  sir,  after  we 
have  passed  the  taxes  aad  established  an  adequate 
oireulatiog  mediom,  which  must  of  aeoessity, 
with  the  closest  attention,  consume  oaaeh  time, 
much  still  will  remain  to  be  done.  The  Army, 
to  which  the  President  has  so  strongly  oalM 
our  atteation,  has  not  yet  claimed  a  mouaent  rf 
our  tame.  He  would  not  pretend  to  aatioipate 
the  plan  which  the  Military  Committee  wouli 
doubtless  submit  to  this  House,  bat  he  svoold 
state  what  appeared  to  him  indispensable  so  five 
the  greatest  effect,  with  the  most  ecoaomy,  to 
our  arms.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  anderstood 
parsimony,  but  that  which  gave  to  the  amooat 
expended  the  greatest  efeot. 

The  enemy  at  present  presses  the  war  both  on 
our  seaboard  and  interior  frontier.  The  naiare 
of  the  war  on  either,  will^  if  properly  considered, 
ioAiciUe  the  mode,  that  it  ought  to  he  met  and 
resisted*  On  the  seaboard  it  must  be  scriotly  de- 
fensive. The  enemy  can  make  no  permaoent 
conquest  of  any  importance  there;  but  he  hopes, 
by  alarming  aod  harassing  the  country,  and  put- 
ting us  to  an  enormous  expease  in  defendiapr  i^ 
to  break  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  bring  it  to 
his  own  terms.  The  only  remedy  in  oar  hand, 
without  a  marching  force,  is  to  fortify  as  strongly 
as  possible  the  cities  and  exposed  pioints,  and  to 
^rrison  them  with  a  sufficient  number  of  expe- 
rienced regular  troops.  In  case  of  an  attack, 
they  are  to  be  aided  by  militia  of  the  cities  and 
adjacent  country,  called  out  on  the  oceaiiion  en 
atoise  which  can  be  done  without  much  vexa- 
tion or  expease.    It  is  thus  by  haviag  vtapeeta- 
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ble  gfarrisoos  of  regular  troopk,  aided  as  he  has 
staled,  aod  supported  by  strong  works,  we  will 
afford  more  security,  and  will  save  millions  of 
expense.  The  present  militia  force  he  supposed, 
in  actual  service,  could  not  be  much  short  of  one 
hundred  thousand.  Less  that  half  that  number 
of  regulars  could  be  made  abundantly  adequate  to 
the  defence  of  our  seaboard. 

On  the  Canada  frontier  the  war  must  assume 
an  opposite  character.  If  we  wish  to  act  with 
effect,  it  must  there  be  wholly  offensive.  He  did 
hope  the  miserably  stale  and  absurd  objections 
against-  offensive  operations  in  Canada  had  ceas- 
ed, till  he  heard  yesterday  the  member  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Webbter.)  It  was  so  obviously 
the  cneapest  and  most  effectual  mode  of  opera t- 
in|^  on  our  enemy^  that  thinking  men,  he  believed, 
with  little  exception,  of  all  parties,  had  agreed  in 
its  expediency.  For,  suppose  that  we  should 
have  at  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign  a  suf- 
ficient force  on  the  Canada  frontier  for  its  reduc- 
tion ;  and  what  would  then  be  the  result?  Either 
our  enemy  must  call  off  the  whole  of  his  force  to 
defend  himself  in  that  quarter^rhe  must  permit 
it  to  fall  mto  our  possession.  jSither  event  would 
be  desirable.  If  the  enemy  should  adopt  the  for- 
mer, as  in  all  probability  he  would  be  compelled 
to  do,  our  seaboard  would  be  freed  from  danger 
and  alarm,  and  we  would  have  the  further  ad- 
vantage of  meeting  him  on  equal  terms.  He 
would  no  longer  be  aided  by  his  maritime  supe- 
riority. If,  however,  he  should  not  strengthen 
himself  in  Canada,  but  continue  the  war  on  the 
coast,  it  would  be  still  more  to  our  advanuge. 
The  reduction  of  his  possessions,  besides  shed- 
ding a  glory  on  our  arms,  and  producing[  both 
here  and  in  England  the  happiest  effects  in  our 
favor,  would  enable  us  to  maintain  the  struggle 
with  half  the  expense  in  men  and  money.  Af- 
ter so  desirable  an  event  our  efforts  might  be  al- 
most exclusively  directed  to  the  defence  of  the 
seaboard,  and  the  war  would  assume  a  new  as- 
pect highly  favorable  to  this  country. 

To  cause  so  desirable  a  state  of  things,  a  regu- 
lar force  of  at  least  fifty  thousand  men  ought  to 
be  ready  to  act  against  Canada  by  the  first  of 
May  or  June^  at  farthest.  If  they  could  be  im- 
mediately raised  and  marched  to  their  proper 
depots  for  training,  they  could  in  a  few  months 
be  well  trained  for  service.  He  was  well  assured 
that  the  brilliant  battles  of  Bridgewater  and  Chip- 
pewa were  won  by  men,  three-fourths  of  whom 
had  not  been  in  the  ranks  more  than  four  months. 
With  skilful  officers,  and  with  the  aptitude  of  the 
Americans  to  acquire  the  military  art,  the  finest 
army  in  a  few  months  might  be  formed.  He 
said,  he  could  not  refrain  from  congratulating  this 
House  and  country  on  the  acquisition  we  had 
made,  in  so  short  a  time,  of  military  skill.  It  was 
wonderful,  almost  incredible,  that  in  a  year  or 
two,  with  very  little  opportunity,  such  Generals 
should  be  found  as  have  the  last  Summer  led 
our  Army  to  glory.  No  country,  under  all  of 
these  circumstances,  ever  in  so  short  a  time  de- 
veloped so  much  military  talent.  Put  under  their 
command  without  delay  a  sufficient  force,  well 


appointed,  and  you  will  then  find  yourselves  in 
the  road  to  honor  and  secure  peace.  But,  can 
this  be  done  by  idle  debate,  by  discussing  the  ori- 
gin of  the  war,  and  the  relative  talent  and  virtue 
of  the  two  great  parties  in  this  country?  Now  is 
our  time,  not  for  debate,  but  action.  Much  is  to 
be  done.  We  have  not  a  moment  to  lose.  Time 
is  to  us  everything,  men,  mone^,  honor,  glory, 
and  pace.  Should  we  consume  it  in  debate,  and 
let  tne  moments  for  preparation  ^lide  away,  our 
affairs  must  be  irretrievablv  ruined.  Compare 
what  remains  to  be  done  with  the  time  for  action, 
and  it  is  certain,  that  to  act  promptly  is  as  im- 
portant as  to  act  at  all.  Under  these  impressions, 
he  hoped  that  the  House  would  pass  this  day  oq 
all  the  resolutions;  and  that  they  would  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  to  report  bills  im- 
mediately ;  and  that  whatever  was  needful  to  our 
early  and  complete  preparation,  would  be  prompt- 
ly aespatched.  The  enemy  Is  already  arrived. 
and,  as  soon  as  permitted  by  the  season,  will 
strike  with  deadly  intention;  let  us  be  ready  to 
receive  and  return  the  blow  with  redoubled  force. 
We  are  placed  in  circumstances  the  most  urgent 
aod  imperious.  Our  supposed  weakness  has  tempt- 
ed the  enemy  to  make  his  extraordinary  demands. 
Who  that  bears  the  heart  of  an  American  can 
think  of  them  without  the  most  just  indignation? 
Surrender  the  Lakes  to  his  control;  renounce  the 
fisheries,  that  nursery  for  seamen ;  cede  a  part  of 
Maine,  and  all  beyond  the  Greenville  line,  and 
recognise  the  Indians  as  their  allies,  and  under 
their  protection.  Such  is  his  language.  He  re- 
lies not  so  much  on  his  own  strength  as  our  weak- 
ness and  disunion.  Let  it  be  our  most  serioaa 
business,  by  vigor  and  promptitude,  to  baffle  and 
destroy  his  vain  hopes.  If  we  fail,  ii  will  not  be 
for  the  want  of  means,  but  because  we  have  not 
used  them.  We  have  generals  and  troops  that 
have  proved  themselves  an  over  match  for  il^e 
choicest  of  the  eneoiy's  battalions,  commanded  by 
her  most  boasted  officers.  To  this  evidence  en 
skill  and  courage,  superadd  preparations  on  our 
part  equal  to  our  resources;  by  this  means  you 
will  make  him  sensible  of  bis  presumption,  and 
listen  to  terms  of  peace  honorable  to  both  nations. 
He  has  it  in  his  power  at  all  times  to  make  such 
a  peace.  Every  member  who  hears  me,  knows 
this  to  be  the  fact,  notwithstanding  the  unjust 
and  unfounded  insinuations  of  the  member  from 
New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Webster)  to  the  contrary. 
He  observed  again,  that  England  dreaded  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  contest.  The  affairs  of  Europe 
are  far  from  being  settled.  Her  relation  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view  is  calculated  to  raise 
up  powerful  enemies  on  the  Continent.  Should 
she  be  foiled  and  disgraced  here,  which  she  must 
be  if  we  but  do  our  duty,  the  opportunity  so  fa- 
vorable to  humble  her  will  be  seized.  Of  these 
facts  she  is  sensible;  and  our  very  preparation  for 
a  vigorous  war  will  make  her  dread  the  contest. 
But,  suppose,  instead  of  vigorous  and  prompt 
preparation,  we  consume  our  time  in  debate  hei^ 
and  permit  our  affairs  to  go  on  in  the  consequent 
slow  and  feeble  way.  Where  is  the  man  so  blind 
as  to  believe  that  ttngland  will  limit  her  views 
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by  ber  preient  demands,  as  extravagant  as  they 
are  ?  We  are  already  told,  that  she  will  pro|K>r- 
tioD  her  futore  demands  to  the  relative  sttaatJQn 
of  the  two  countries.  She  neither  expected  nor 
desired  peace  on  the  terms  vAich  were  offered. 
Her  bosom  is  repossessed  with  the  ambition  and 
projects  that  inspired  her  in  the  vear  TG.  It  is 
the  war  of  the  Revolation  revived ;  we  are  sg^in 
stroggling  for  our  liberty  and  independence.  The 
enemy  stands  readv,and  eagerly  watches  to  seize 
any  opportunity  wUch  our  feebleness  or  division 
may  present,  to  realize  his  gigantic  schemes  of 
conquest.  In  this  struggle  for  existence,  he  must 
emreat  the  members  ot  the  Opposition,  though 
they  can  reconcile  it  to  their  conscience  to  stand 
witn  folded  arms  and  coldly  look  on,  not  to  im- 
pede by  idle  and  frivolous  debate  the  efforts  of 
those  who  are  ready  by  every  sacrifice-  to  main- 
tain the  independence  of  the  country.  The  sub- 
ject is  weighty;  be  felt  himself  pressed  on  all 
sides  by  the  most  interesting  topics;  but  he  would 
abstain  from  further  observation,  lest  he  who  ad- 
monished against  the  consumption  of  the  time  of 
the  House  in  long  debate^  should  set  an  example 
of  it  in  himself.  The  time  is  precious.  He  felt 
that  he  owed  an  apology  for  consuming  se  much 
as  he  had  done. 

Mr.  WfiB8TBR,of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  briefly 
in  explanation. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  in  his  usual  pointed 
manner  assigned  the  reason  which  induced  him 
to  vote  for  the  increased  tax. 

Mr.  Sbiphbrd  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  although  we  have  been  solemnly 
admonished,  by  a  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, (Mr.  Calhoun,)  to  waste  no  more  time  in 
idle  debate,  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  the  arguments 
on  the  question  before  the  House,  yon  will  par- 
don me  if  I  venture  yet  to  exercise  the  privilege 
of  the  Representative  of  a  (tee  people,  and  frankly 
express  ray  reasons  for  the  vote  I  shall  i^ive 
against  the  resolution  before  yon.  The  question, 
sir,  is  a  momentous  one,  and  ought  not  to  be  hur- 
ried. To  dash  into  a  measure  so  interesting  to 
our  constituents  without  deliberation,  would  be 
rash  and  imprudenu 

If  the  convictions  of  my  mind  would  permit,  I 
should  most  cordially  vote  in  this  case  with  the 
majority.  Had  their  side  of  the  question  the 
least  perceptible  advantage,  nothing  would  eive 
me  more  pleasure  than  to  add  a  vote  to  tneir 
number.  For,  sir,  I  declare  most  sincerely  and 
truly,  that  any  opposition  of  mine,  is  from  no  de- 
sire to  give  new  asperity  to  party  animosity. 
Fain  would  I  hush  its  bickerings,  and,  if  possible, 
drive  the  fiend  from  our  country,  and  extinguish 
her  torch. 

No  man,  more  than  myself,  can  wish  to  con- 
ciliate, and,  in  the  patriotic  aesire  to  save  the 
country  from  ruin,  lose  forever  those  prejudices 
which  have  long  been  an  evil  deeply  to  be  la- 
mented. Fain  would  I,  if  possible,  convince  the 
majority  by  a  cordial  co-operation  when  they  are 
rijp^ht,  and  a  dispationate  opposition  when  wrong, 
oia  disposition,  on  our  part,  to  seek  and  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  nation,  and  to  support  any  dis- 


creet measure  whether  h  shall  come  from  this  or 
that  side  of  the  House. 

Sir,  gentlemen  ought  not  to  resent  opposition. 
The  dearest  and  strongest  convictions  may  im- 
pel the  legislator  zealously  to  resist  what  a  ma- 
jority may  as  sincerely  think  right.  Members  of 
the  same  party  think  and  vote  differently  on  par- 
ticular questions,  and  yet  it  is  productive  or  no 
resentments. 

Such,  sir,  ought  to  be  our  charity  towards  those 
who  oppose  even  our  most  favorite  objects,  espe* 
cially  ir  they  are  in  the  least  doubtful,  as  to  be- 
lieve they  act  from  a  sense  of  duty,  unless  we 
have  sufficient  evidence  of  a  different  disposition* . 
Indiscriminate  condemnation  of  the  motives  of 
an  antagonist  is  certainly  no  less  than  odious  in- 
tolerance, which  must  be  avoided,  to  perpetuate 
the  blessings  of  freedom. 

But,  sir,  however  strong  I  may  desire  nnioa 
and  a  perfect  good  understanding  between  th6 
different  sides  of  this  House,  an  aberration  from 
duty,  or  the  abandonment  of  an  dpinion  formed 
after  a  long  and  deliberate  examination  of  the 
subject,  would  be  a  sacrifice  too  ffreat,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  made.  From  such  examination  I 
have  formed  an  opinion,  and  therefore  proceed  to 
give  this  House  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the 
subject. 

It  is  said  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  ia 
substance,  that  the  Treasury  is  without  money, 
Government  without  credit,  and  the  armies  with- 
out men.  That  the  Union  is  in  danger,  and,  un- 
less prompt  and  sufficient  aids  are  furnished  by 
the  Legislature,  we  shall  be  ruined.  To  this 
statement  of  facts  I  subscribe.  The  evidences 
are  too  strong  to  be  doubted  ;  and,  because  such 
is  the  state  of  the  nation,  am  I  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  and  the  reasons  urged  tor  an  affirma- 
tive vote  will  induce  me  to  give  a  neeative.  If 
we  are  ruined,  who  has  been  the  despoiler  ?  Sure- 
ly it  cannot  be  charged  upon  those  who,  for  four- 
teen years,  have  been  deprived  of  the  means  of 
doing  good  or  evil  to  the  Government ;  men  who 
have  been  declared  unworthy  to  participate-  in 
the  administration  of  our  public  affdirs.  Sir^  it 
must  be  charged  to  your  public  agents  as  having 
produced  this  mighty  ruin. 

There  was  a  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  the 
Government  was  wisely  administered,  and  the 
speedy  fruits  were  fame,  wealth,  peace,  and  pros* 
perity,  to  the  Government  and  people. 

The  Union  was  a  splendid  luminary,  whose 
lig[ht  attracted  the  attention,  and  excited  the  ad- 
miration, of  the  civilized  world.  The  sorest 
earnest  of  permanency  and  stability  seemed  to 
be  given,  and  we  fondly  thought  that  remote  gen- 
erations would  partake  of  the  blessings  of  our  ad* 
mired  institutions. 

When  the  power  was  wrested  from  the  men 
of  other  times,  the  Treasury  was  full,  our  credit 
was  high,  and  the  revenue  annually  increasing. 
No  calamities,  no  evils,  either  existed  or  threat- 
ened to  impede  the  nation  in  the  career  of  pros- 
perity. Every  class  of  citizens  felt  the  happy 
influence  of  a  free  Government,  adminUteted. 
with  wisdom  and  benignity. 
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The  glorjr  of  those  times  appears  oiore  eonspi- 
cuoas,  contrasted  with  the  gloom  and  misery  of 
the  present.  And  the  wisdom  which  had  framed 
the  Qovernment,  and  given  it  motion  and  direc- 
tion, was  so  powerful  and  correct,  that  for  years 
it  endured  the  hard  service  of  novel  and  ruinous 
experiment ;  and,  for  aught  we  know,  might  have 
continued,  had  not  the  way  of  success  been  blocked 
up,  and  the  Grovernment  jostled  from  its«rtginal 
course. 

.  If,  then,  sir,  the  high  officers  of  the  nation  have 
so  managed  our  political  concerns,  as  to  sink  us 
from  a  proud  and  loHy  station  lo  the  very  depths 
of  poverty  and  disgrace,  drv  up  the  sources  of 
revenue,  load  it  with  debt,  and  make  us  contempt- 
ible is  our  own  and  the  eyes  of  the  nations,  it 
becomes  us  well  to  examine,  and  seriously  to  in- 
quire whether  it  will  be  prudent  to  burden  our 
^oostituents  with  oppressive  taxes ;  vainly  hoping 
lo  retrieve  our  lost  credit  by  replenishing  o%%s 
<aipty  Treasury,  to  be  laid  out  under  the  agency 
of  the  very  mdh  who  have  given  us  so  many  sad 
examples  of  a  destitution  ofthoseiiualities  which 
Attly  ought  to  invite  -coafidenee. 

Where  is  our  guarnatae  that  the  money  forced 
from  our  suffering  fellaw-citixeas,  will  be  expend* 
«d  with  less  prodigality  than  the  millions  which 
have  been  squandered  in  unavailinfinexperiments 
lOr  lavished  upon  worthless  men  ?  Will  it  be  de- 
nied, that  the  country  swarms  with  such,  and 
diat  they  have  been  too  much  the  favorites  of 
power  for  the  interest  of  the  grand  community  ? 

If  a  ple^  of  reformation  can  or  is  to  be  given, 
let  us  see  it.  Convince  us  that  the  fixaeutive 
(has  become  trustworthy,  and  obtain  the  united 
MMifidenoe  of  the  House.  But.  sir,  we  «re  to  have 
AO  such  pledge,  not  even  a  promise ;  •n  the  con- 
tiary,  the  same  phantoms  are  to  be  chased,  the 
fgitae  roino«e  measures  to  be  adopted,  and  this  is 
^ealy  avowed  upon  this  floor.  We,  therefore, 
are  not  permitted  to  hope  for  a  change,  or  even 
conjecture  that  new  measures  may  produce  a  new 
•ad  happy  result.  Nothing  before  ns  but  an  ob- 
atinate  d^erminatton  to  persist  in  that  course,  the 
end  of  which  is  inevitable  rotn. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  lair  and  correct  to  calculate 
from  what  has  been,  what  will  be  the  efiect  of 
Ihe  same  causes,  and  therefore,  from  experience, 
4Hlght  we  to  jiii^e  of  the  fitness  of  any  proposi- 
tion, more  especially  when  a  nation's  interests,  a 
nation's  salvation,  is  dependinijr.  it  is  high  time 
lo  dismiss  the  dreams  and  visions  that  have  be- 
wildered and  led  us  astray.  From  the  past,  let 
US,  as  we  love  our  country,  look  to  the  future, 
and,  guided  by  this  sure  index,  determine.  In  the 
axercise  of  sober  sense,  ask  ourselves  whether  we 
can,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  this 
much  injured  nation,  call  upon  it  so  loudly.  To 
me  this  subject  appears  big  with  importance.  The 
eonsequences  may  yet  be  lamented. 

It  must  require  a  faith  not  imposed,  a  charity 
which  would  savor  more  of  weakness  than  piety, 
to  believe  or  anticipate  a  renewing  spirit  hereaf- 
ter to  prevail  in  the  management  of  our  pecuni- 
ary concerns,  so  long  as  the  managers  remain 
unaltered.   There  is  no  deoionstiation  more  dear 


than  that,  under  the  charge  of  the  men  who  have 
wasted  the  public  flnances  and  destroyed  your 
credit,  your  country  will  sink  deeper  and  deeper 
in  ruin. 

If  the  majority,  sir,  possessed  any  inclination 
to  cheer  the  desponding  hopes  of  the  nation  or 
brighten  its  prospects,  and  thereby  invite  the  con- 
fidence aad  co-operation  of  the  minority,  their 
President  would  eive  some  token  that  he  had 
abandoned  the  old  and  ruinous  course,  and  de- 
signed to  seek  one,  new  and  more  promising.  He 
would  even  now  have  emptied  ois  Cabinet  of 
a  group  of  deluded  and  deluding  Ministers,  hf 
whom  he  has  been  misled,  whose  conduct  has 
palpably  proved  a  defect  tif  head  or  heart,  or  both, 
and  replenished  it  with  the  first  choice  of  the 
States,  regardless  of  party  distinction.  Bat,  sir, 
he  has  seen  the  ship  sinking,  and  retaias,  in  de- 
spite of  the  most  awful  premonitions,  the  same 
pilot  aad  heimaman.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  enforce 
the  observations  already  made,  and  those  which 
may  be  made,  by  example,  and  then  judge  of 
the  Chief  of  your  Government. 

The  example  renwins  a  monument  of  disgrace 
to  this  meti^opolis.  Lode  at  the  walls  of  yoar 
onee  magnificent  Capitol.  Where  now  is  all  ile 
grandeur,  its  lofty  arches  and  proud  columns 
with  the  costly  garnishing  that  delighted  the  eye* 
and  afforded  ease,  convenience,  and  eleganee,  to, 
the  Representatives  of  the  people? 

They  are  ^ one,  and  what  remains  is  a  striking 
proof  of  the  impotence,  the  folly,  not  to  say  cow- 
ardice, of  the  men,  who,  had  they  heea  as  they 
ought  to  have  been,  would  have  abandoned,  ^ly 
with  life  or  liberty,  this  ornament  of  your  city  10 
the  torches  of  your  enemy.  Bot  unresisted,  an- 
disturhed,  the  hated  foe  was  permitted  to  destroy 
the  very  Hall  where,  but  about  two  years  before, 
this  proud  boast  was  vauntingly  made,  ^*My  wont 
for  it,  if  you  will  declare  war,  in  eix  months  the 
Oanadas  will  be  ours."  Yes,  sir,  to  the  disgrace 
of  our  country,  the  very  Hall  where  the  quesium 
of  peace  and  war  was  debated,  aad  the  declara- 
tion of  the  latter  was  solemnly  adopted,  MX  a 
sacrifice  to  the  enemy  who  were  so  oomempttbly 
thought  of. 

Permit  me  also,  sir,  to  present  you  the  palace 
of  your  President  in  flames,  or^  if  yon  please,  its 
yawning  ruins, and  the  offices 01  State,  and  above 
all  your  navy  yard,  and  the  ashes  of  the  frigate 
and  sloop-ol-war ;  and.  lastly,  your  President, 
Secretary  of  War,  of  the  Navy.  Che  Commaad- 
ing  General,  And  seven  thoueana  men,  flying  be- 
fore a  handful  of  marauding  British,  worn  down 
with  fotigue  aad  melted  with  heat.  And,  sir,  we 
are  now  asked  with  the  most  earnest  importunity 
to  intrust  these  men  who  gave  up  to  certain  de- 
struction this  immense  property,  without  even  an 
effort  to  save  it,  with  twenty-one  or  two  millions 
of  dollars  more.  The  destruction  of  the  navy 
yard  was  such  an  act  of  imprudence  that  it  indi- 
cated lunacy.  Not  content  with  the  firebrand 
of  the  enemy,  perhaps  praying  that  bis  rothiett 
hand  might  spare  some  part  of  the  public  prop- 
erty, the  high  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  pro- 
tect it,  orders  it  all  to  be  burned. 
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MilUaxy  geDtlemcD,  Mr»  Speaker,  say  all  this 
vast  prapecty  might  have  been  defended,  together 
with  this  ckf.  Yfkkj  barn  the  nary  yard  ?  Why 
the  sloop-of^war,  which  had  her  gans  on  board 
and  prepared  for  action,  and  might  haTe  been 
need  to  defend  the  place  where  she  was  built; 
and  aa  a  last  resort  could  have  been  saved  by 
chooiiDg  the  middle  or  eastern  shore  of  the  Po- 
tomae? 

Bat  no,  she  mnst  be  bnrned.  The  frigate  on 
the  stocks,' together  with  the  iramense  property  of 
the  excellent  estabiiehiDent  at  the  navy  vard, 
must  all  be  devoted  to  the  indiscretion  or  the 
honorable  Secretary.  No  one,  sir,  vill  pretend 
to  say  that  this  property  conld  have  been  carried 
off  or  used  by  the  enem y.  Steam  engines,  forg«s, 
workshops,  sawmills,  and  vessels,  are  not  coave* 
nieni  for  a  knapsack,  or  even  a  baggage  wagon. 
Why  then  burn  this  necessary  and  valuable  prop« 
erty  ? 

it  As  answered,  it  was  burned  to  prew&t  the 
enemy  from  taking  it.  Supposing  they  had  done 
so,  it  is  certain  they  conid  have  d<»e  no  more 
than  destroyed  it  {  they  might,  it  is  true,  have  so 
done,  and  probably  would,  if  no  attempt  was 
made  to  defend  it.  A  f«w  more  heroic  souls, 
however,  like  Barney  and  Miller,  would  unques- 
tionably have  taught  your  enemy,  by  experience 
sad  and  fatal  to  them,  that  the  rights  and  prop* 
erty  of  the  naiioa  were  not  to  be  infringed  with 
imbuaity* 

But  supposing  the  worst,  that  the  enemy  had 
done  the  same  that  was  done  in  pursuance  of  the 
Secretary's  peremrptory  order,  and  had  bnrned  this 
admirable  establishment;  in  point  of  property, 
the  loss  to  the  nation  would  have  been  no  greater; 
ia  peifit  of  character,  infiottdy  better.  And,  after 
a  faithful  experiment,  if  we  had  failed,  it  was  but 
to  abandon  it  to  the  invaders  to  spare  or  destroy 
1^  their  election.  Hence,  sir,  it  ia  most  obvious 
that  there  was  no  neccnity  of  committing  this 
detestable  suicide. 

Here  it  naay  be  aakedj  how  thfis  reasoaing  eoO'* 
cerns  the  subject  belbre  the  House?  I  will  show 
you,  sir,  in  a  few  werda,  that  v-oar  Chief  Magis- 
trate ia  particular  is  r«ipoostbiefor  this  shameful 
transacuon.  He,  his  Secretary  of  War,  and  of 
the  Navy,  were  on  the  field  of  battle,  er  rather  of 
flights  Was  it  then  by  their  orders,  or  tW  order 
of  either  of  them,  that  the  metropolis  was  oow^ 
ardly  |^ven  up  to  be  sacked  by  an  enemy  not- 
one-third  of  the  number  of  oor  troops?  And  whe- 
ther this  base  desertion  waa  caused  by  either  the 
one  or  the  other  of  the  three,  or  the  Commanding 
General,  ia  either  case  youf  President,  sir,  is  re* 
sponsible  to  the  nation  lor  the  loss  and  disgrace 
atlached  to  the  transaction*  How  ?  If  it  was  by 
his  order,  then  he  is  answerable  directly.  If  by 
either  of  the  pair  of  Secretaries,  then  it  became 
bim,  indeed  it  was  an  indispensable  duty,  to  have 
inquired,  and  dismissed  from  office  the  man  whose 
examples  proved  him  unworthy  of  bis  station.  If 
it  was  from  the  mere  motion  of  the  Commanding 
General,  he  should  have  caused  an  immediate 
arrest,  tried  and  punished  him  for  disgracing  his 
nation  and.  office.    A  severe  sentcnca  was  pro- 


noimeed  against  Geaeral  Hull  for  cowardice,  and' 
his  surely  was  a  venial  transaction  compared  witb 
the  fiight  from  Bladensborg. 

I  would  not  be  understood  as  charging  General 
Winder  with  unmilitary  conduct.  I  bad  ever 
'supposed  him  a  brave  and  honorable  man,  and 
without  more  proof  I  wish  still  so  to  consider 
him ;  and  for  the  sake  of  this  argument  it  is  im<* 
material  whether  he  is  guilty  or  innocent.  In- 
either  case  your  President  must  be  answerable. 
That  some  one  is  guilty  cannot  be  doubted,  and 
it  behooved  the  President  to  seek  redress  for  tbe^ 
nation  who  had  entrusted  him  with  the  preroga« 
tives  oi  his  exalted  station.  Now,  sir,  let  us  in- 
quire what  was  done  to  satisfy  the  loud  claims 
of  an  injured  people ;  what  to  retrieve  their  lost 
honor  ?  Nothlag— just  nothing.  It  is  true  a  proc* 
lamation  was  issued,  and  the  enemy  ^^vcmdalized?^ 
with  sufficient  beat  and  asperity;  but  the  Secret 
tary  of  War,  who  had  become  so  odious  to  the 
people  that  a  universal  murmur  of  discontent 
was  heard  in  every  direction,  and  whose  infamy 
is  attested  with  chalk  and  charcoal  in  rude  prose 
and  verse  upon  the  solitary  walls  of  your  Capitol^ 
was  solicited,  entreated  by  the  President  still  to 
retain  his  office.  He  could  not  endure  the  thought! 
of  parting  with  his  dear  friend — this  precious- 
officer. 

You  have,  sir,  already  been  pokKed  to  the  de^ 
sf ruction  of  the  navy  yard.  It  is  presumed  no 
one  doubts  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  or<- 
dered  ibis  destruction ;  an  indiscretion,  to  say  the* 
least,  so  extraordinary  that  not  a  stogie  apolo^st 
can  be  found  to  excuse  or  justify  the  transactiofiv 
Well,  sir,  where  is  he;  dismissed  from  office  as 
not  trustworthy?  No,  sir;  but  baskioff  in  the 
smiles  of  the  President — not  a  whisper  from  his 
Irps  disapproTiag  the  act. 

If  the  Commanding  General  was  guilty,  where* 
is  he?  Still  in  favor  without  inquiry  and  witli* 
out  censure. 

If  it  is  tlie  unyieldtng  determinatioa  of  the 
Prvsidem  to  retain  such  men  in  office^  to  suffer 
the  country  to  be  disgraced  without  requiring 
sads^utioD  from,  or  inflicting  punishtaient  upoo^ 
the  authors,  whnr,  sir,  is  there  left  to  encourage. 
;thpe  people  to  shed  their  blood  or  pay  their  meaey 
in  a  cause  that  affords  not  a  ray  of  hope?  Thv 
heart  sinks  with  ^kspondence  at  the  prospect. 

We  are  asked-  with  emphasis,  "  Will  y ou^  suffer 
^  the  enemy  to  everron  the  country  without  oppo* 

*  sitioa^  jeopatdize  tifc  Union,  and  submit  to  re« 
'colonization?  Will  you  unnerve  the  arm  of 
^  Gorernment  by  withholding  men  and  money 

*  for  defence?''  Sir,  could  we  believe  that  voting 
imen  and  money  would  produce  the  promised- 
effect  there  would  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to 
the  minority  to  affi)rd  every  encoursgement  to- 
wards the  support  of  the  common  cause.  Had 
we  but  reasonable  grounds  to  hope  that  the  money 
would  be  expended  to  save  the  country,  for  one  I 
should  feel  it  a  duty  to  contribute  my  feeble  aid 
in  furnishing  the  Administration  wiih  casb  and 
character.  The  minority  possess  as  ardent  de- 
sires to  serve  and  ennoble  their  country  as  can 
be  felt  on  the  other  side;  but  examples— actioas 
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that  speak  loader  than  promises — demoostrate  the 
eertaioty,  if  men  aod  money  sboald  be  voted,  of 
a  failure  of  the  desired  object.  The  regalar  armies 
are  not  intended  by  the  men  in  power  for  de- 
fence, and  the  money  will  not  be  expended  for 
that  purpose.  If  the  Capitol  of  the  nation,  the 
offices  of  State,  indeed  the  palace  of  the  Presi- 
dent, were  given  up  by  the  high  officers,  who  were 
present,  to  ravage  and  conflagration,  without  an 
attempt  to  defend  them,  what  reason  have  we  to 
believe  that  other  parts  of  the  Union,  less  dear 
and  interesting  to  the  Cabinet,  f(re  to  find  in 
our  armies  a  more  prompt  and  efiectuai  shield? 
Where,  sir,  is  the  benefit  in  building  ships  of  war, 
if  our  own  torches  are  to  burn  them  before  they 
leave  the  ways  or  harbors  where  they  were 
launched  ?  But  our  country  must  and  will  be  de- 
fended, and  to  reason  from  uicts,  not  by  the  armies 
under  the  control  of  your  President,  but  by  the 
militia  of  the  States ;  not  by  the  money  we  may 
here  vote  to  levy  upon  our  suffering  fellow-citi- 
zens, but  at  the  expense  of  the  States.  Look,  sir, 
at  the  examples  before  you  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  and  see  how  many  instances 
of  defence  can  be  found  from  regular  troops.  De- 
troit had  regulars,  but  no  defence  at  the  Niagara 
frontier,  Sackett's  Harbor,  the  seaboard  in  the 
South,  Baltimore.  In  the  Eastern  States  the 
militia  have  almost  alone  opposed  their  breasts 
to  an  invading  enemy ;  and  at  New  London  they 
not  only  defended  the  State,  but  your  vessels 
of  war. 

At  Plattsburg  you  have  had  a  striking  com- 
ment upon  the  text.  While  the  enemy,  sir,  with 
a  formidable  army  hovered  upon  the  frontier 
line,  General  Izard,  by  whose  order  I  know  not, 
drew  ofiT  about  four  thousand  of  the  regulars,  and 
left,  says  the  official  account,  but  fifteen  hundred. 
to  oppose  Qovernor  Prevost  with  fourteen  thous- 
and. A  place  where  our  fleet,  if  necessary,  might 
have  been  protected,  and  where,  when  no  enemv, 
a  large  regular  army  was  stationed,  was  instantly 
abandoned  when  the  enemy  began  to  approach ; 
and  while  the  hosts  of  General  Izard  were  march- 
ing South  from  the  field  of  danger,  the  militia 
were  marching  North  towards  it;  and  while  this 
regalar  army  were  enjoying  the  scene  at  Lake 
George,  a  place  of  fashionable  resort,  or  admiring 
the  stupendous  scenery  at  Glenn's  Falls,  the  mil- 
itia were  fighting  the  British  upon  the  banks  of 
Saranac ;  and  this  same  General  Izard  and  army 
passed  through  Sackett's  Hirbor,  to  give  another 
opportunity  to  the  militia,  if  invaded,  to  show 
how  capable  thev  were  of  defending  their  coun- 
try. Add  to  ail  this,  the  General  Government 
have  refused  to  indemnify  Massachusetts  the  ex- 
pense of  defence  by  her  militia. 

New  York  is  garrisoned  principally  by  militia, 
and  the  city  has  obtained  by  loan  a  million  of 
dollars  to  defray  the  expenses.  Whether  the 
Government  will  ultimately  reimburse  them  this 
larffe  sum,  remains  to  be  known. 

This,  sir,  is  the  state  of  the  country.  Such  is 
the  conduct  of  men  who  guide  its  destinies; 
therefore  I  beg  to  be  forgiven  if  I  withhold  mv 
eonfidenee  from  them,  and  my  vote  to  furnish 


them  with  means  not  to  be  used  for  defence,  but, 
for  I  know  not  what  new  and  idle  scheme  that 
may  strike  the  infatuated  mind. 

One  of  the  first  objects  of  the  Union,  was  the 
more  effectual  protection  of  the  States ;  and  while 
they  engaged  to  pour  their  wealth  into  the  coffers 
of  the  General  Government,  the  Government  un- 
dertook to  reciprocate  the  contribution,  by  af- 
fording the  arms  of  the  Union,  in  all  its  strength, 
for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  commerce 
and  soil  of  the'United  Slates. 

The  commerce  is  long  since  fallen  a  miserable 
sacrifice  to  the  experiments  of  the  Government ; 
an  enemy  has  been  provoked  to  attack  our  soil. 
In  the  name  of  common  justice  permit  me  to  ask, 
what  right  can  you  have  to  demand  money  of  the 
States  from  which  you  withhold  your  promised 
protection  ?  The  moment,  sir,  that  the  contract- 
ed reciprocity  is  broken  then  you  have  violated 
the  bond  of  union,  and  yon  deprive  yourself  of 
the  right  to  ask  for  men  or  money.  Indeed, 
sir,  yon  absolve  the  States  from  their  obligation 
to  furnish  you  with  either. 

I  deny,  sir,  that  the  compact  on  the  part  of 
Government  has  been  fulfilled — it  has  ceased  to 
do  its  dutv — and  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
doubt  the  fidelity  to  place  any  confidence  in  the 
Government.  Therefore,  sir,  if  yon  divest  the 
States  of  the  means  of  defending  themselves,  by 
draughting  away  their  men  and  taking  away  their 
money,  you  not  only  infringe  the  instrument,  by 
virtue  of  which  you  claim  the  power,  but  you  do 
an  act  of  injustice — you  grieve  and  oppress.  Go 
on  with  the  proposed  plans  of  invasion,  taxes, 
and  perhaps  conscriptions,  and  what  will  be  the 
consequence?  You  will  beggar  the  people,  pro- 
voke the  enemy  of  your  own  creating  to  invade 
the  States,  and  then,  after  you  have  deprived 
them  of  the  means  of  security,  they  will  be  left 
naked  and  ruined,  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  power  of 
an  enemy  enraged  by  your  unsuccessful  invasions. 

It  is  said  the  Union  is  in  danger.  ^  and,  unless 
we  furnish  the  Government  witn  prompt  and 
effectual  means,  it  will  be  too  late.''  Sir,  the 
Union,  to  all  beneficial  purposes,  is  already  gone. 
Nothing  but  a  name  and  shadow  is  left;  a  shadow 
intangible,  empty,  and  evanescent.  Inquire,  sir, 
for  it  IS  worth  your  inquiry,  what  are  the  benefits 
contemplated  by  your  Constitution  that  remain 
to  the  people?  Can  you  vouch  that  there  is  one? 
It  has  been  fhown,  that  commerce  and  protection 
do  not  exist  in  any  measure  in  the  Gkneral  Gov- 
ernment. Its  credit  is  gone,  i|8  strength  is  worn 
out,  and  pardon  me  when  I  say  that  the  word 
Union  cannot  be  applied  to  a  people  among  whom 
nothing  but  a  political  bond  exists,  and  that  so 
worn  and  weakened  that  it  binds  to  no  beneficial 
purpose. 

It  has  been  also  said,  over  the  way,  that  ^  union 
is  necessary  to  carrv  on  the  war,  and  give  credit 
to  the  Government.''  It  is  much  to  be  lamented 
that  this  consideration  (which  is  by  no  means 
new)  had  not  prevailed  before  the  war  was  de- 
clared. Gentlemen  will  not  deny  that  the  warn- 
ing voice  of  the  minority  told  them  the  danger 
of  declaring  war  against  the  feelings  and  wishes, 
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if  not  of  a  majority,  at  least  of  a  powerful  miDor- 
ily  of  the  people.  Yea,  sir,  they  were  warned 
with  a  Yoice,  solemD,  argomeotative,  aod  pro- 
phetic, aod  the  destructive  Result  has  proved  with 
what  accuracy  the  cootemned  expostulation  of 
the  minority  were  scorned.  It  is  said  that  iren- 
tlemen  are  too  late  in  calling  for  help.  The 
Union  is  convulsed  with  those  awful  spasms  that 
are.  the  too  certain  precursors  of  dissolution. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  observed,  that  we  most  have 
nfiy  thousand  men  raised  for  the  next  campaign, 
to  invade  the  Canadas.  How,  sir,  can  they  be 
raised  ?  The  most  extravagant  bounties  for  sol- 
diers have  been  offered,  and  to  little  purpose ;  few 
have  been  enlisted,  andf  it  is  thought  still  fewer 
will  enlist  on  a  further  attempt;  and,  could  you 
raise  a  large  army,  Canada  is  strongly  defended, 
and  defies  your  power. 

The  flower  of  the  American  army  have  made 
an  attempt;  tbey  have  fought  well;  have  richly 
earned  tnanks  and  praise  for  themselves,  and 
medals  for  their  Generals;  they  have  conquered, 
and  bow  far  have  they  progressed  into  the  ene- 
my's country  ?  Merely  obtained  a  foothold ;  and, 
in  so  doing,  the  armv  is  almost  annihilated.  A 
few  more  victories  like  those  would  leave  us  des- 
titute of  "a  soldier — would  leave  us  glory  and  ruin. 

The  same  gentleman  also  observed,  that  "  the 
aspect  of  the  war  was  changed,  and  had  now  be- 
come defensive."  In  fact,  sir,  this  is  correct.  Our 
enemy  have  become  more  powerful  by  their  vic- 
tories, and  the  consequent  peace  in  Europe.  The 
face  of  our  affairs  has  changed  in  another  respecti 
When  the  war  was  declared  we  were  to  uke  the 
Canadas  in  six  weeks,  and,  after  three  campaigns, 
we  have  much  less  of  their  country  than  they 
have  of  ours.  The  change  of  the  aspect  of  the 
war,  it  seems,  ought  to  admonish  us  to  beware. 
If,  when  the  enemy  had  Europe  to  fight,  we  were 
unable  to  invade  them  with  success,  from  whence 
do  we  derive  a  hope  that  we  c&n  now  succeed, 
when  we  are  their  only  enemy?  I  beseech  gen- 
tlemen to  deceive  themselves  no  longer,  but  to 
abandon  those  airy  schemes  which  can  never  be 
realixed ;  which  serve  only  to  sink  and  ruin  their 
country. 

I  would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  how,  if 
he  bad  money,  he  will  obtain  men  for  the  inva- 
sion ?  Surely  he  cannot  be  ignorai^  that  men 
will  not  enlist  for  that  purpose ;  and  1  beg  of  the 
majority  to  reflect  well  before  they  attempt  to 
force  men  into  the  ranks.  The  free  and  brave 
men  of  the  Norih  and  fiUtst  will  never  submit  to 
the  attempt.  They  will  resist  to  blood  those  who 
ahall  encroach  upon  their  liberties,  and  lamented 
consequences  might  follow  such  an  attempt.  The 
aspect  of  the  war  in  such  a  case  would  change 
and  become  purely  defensive,  but  it  would  wear 
frowns  more  terrible  to  the  invaders  than  Amer- 
ica has  ever  witnessed. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

A  division  of  the  question  having  been  called 
on  the.  resolution  respecting  the  direct  tax,  the 
first  question  put  was  on  the  following  part: 
"  Resolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to  continue  the 


direct  tax.*'    On  this  question,  the  votes  were— 
For  the  motion  104,  against  it  26,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Cronch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
na, Davis  of  Penn^lvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goidsborough,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
GroBvenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hunger- 
ford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary 
land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kiiboum,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oak- 
ley, Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Schureman, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bradbury, 
Brigham,  Davenport,  Hale,  Hnlbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moffit, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles. 
Shipberd,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Wheatoa,  White,  and  Wilcox. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  remaining 
clause  of  the  resolution,  *'  and  to  increase  the  same 
100  per  cent." — and  decided  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
bour, Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fi«k  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Gla»- 
gow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hunger- 
ford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caroluia,  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore^ 
Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Fleasantsi 
WiUiam  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginiay 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Peuisylvania,  and 
Yancey— ^9 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bayliss  of  Massachusetts,  Bradbury* 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Franklin,  Gaston,  Goidsborough,  Hale,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Af  assachusetts,  Lovett, 
Maoon,  Markell,  Moffit,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sbip- 
herd.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton, 
White,  and  Wiloox--37 

So  it  was  determined  to  continue  the  present 
direct  tax,  and  increase  the  same  100  per  cent. 

The  second  resolution,  "to  increase  ihe  duty 
on  spirits  distilled  by  an  additional  duty  of  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  per  gallon,"  being* under  con- 
sideration, together  with  the  amend  mem  made 
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vOr  Coanittee  of  the  Whole,  going  to  inerease  the 
tame  to  15  eeots  per  i^allfiQ^ 

Mr.  FiajL,  of  New  York,  renewed  hU  motioa  to 
inMrt  twenty-five  instead  of  fifteen. 

Mr.  QAtTOif,  of  North  Carolina)  in  the  course 
of  discussion,  moved  to  lay  o&  ihe  table  so  maeh 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  as 
appiies  to  theresoluiion ;  whieh  motion  was  agreed 
toj  aiid  then  the  House  adjourned^ 


WfiiniEaD^Vf  October  26» 
My.  Inobbboll  preseaied  a  petition  of  Bte- 
pheo  Girard,  banker,  of  Philadelphia^  setting  forth 
that  the  pn>Ttsions  of  the  set  laying  duties  on 
tlie  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  com- 
panies, whieh  allows  a  composition,  have  been 
denied  to  him  in  his  banking  establishment,  and 
praying  that  the  provisions  of  said  act  may  be 
extended  to  him. — Referred  to  the  Committee  ol' 
Wavs  and  Means. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  •Qeneral,  stating  that  no 
official  books  or  papers  were  lost,  belonging  to 
that  Department,  in  consequence  of  the  lau  in* 
Ottrsion  of  the  enemy. 

WAYS  AND  MEANd. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  beioe  the  question  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out 
fifteen  (the  proposed  increase  of  the  tax)  and  in- 
sert twenty-five  cents  per  gallon,  in  addition  to 
the  present  duty  on  the  capacity  of  the  siilt. 

Mr.  Wriqbt,  of  Maryland,  spoke  in  favor  of 
an  early  decision  of  the  question,  on  this  and 
other  parts  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  in  oppo- 
sition to  Mr.  Fibk's  motion,  at  some  lengUi,  for 
reasons  of  a  practical  nature. 

The  question*  on  Mr.  Fisk'b  motion  was  then 
determined  in  the  negauve*— yeas  67,  nays  74,  as 
foUowe: 

li^is  Mtawrs.  Andenon,  Aveiy,  Bayilii»of  Hassa> 
oboMlts^  Bigelow,  Hoyd,  Biadbuiy,  Bradley,  Boiler, 
einiipeU^  CiUey,  Cemafescky  Oondict)  Cooper,  Daven- 
peitir  J^eneyette^  Ely,  Evans,  Piik  of  Vermont,  Flak 
4tr  New  Voxk,  Fowyth,  Gaston,  Ofosveaor,  Hale, 
H«lbert»  Ifigenoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Islosid, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  If ork.  King  of  Massachusecta, 
Lovett,.  Lowndes,  Maikali,  Moffit,  Moaeley,  Nelson, 
Pkkeiing«  Pitkin  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Bead,  Bkh«  Robertson,  Ruggtoa,  Sage,  Bchuraman, 
8ey>ert,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  fikiiuur,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Sifongt  Bturges,  Taggait,  Taylor,  TeMair, 
Tienp,  Voaa,  Ward  of  Massaehasettii,  Ward  of  New 
Jeiaey,  Webster,  Whcaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Ma«Mr 
ehttsetts.  Winter,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Bowen,  Brigham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clark,  Ciopton,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Cu]peper,Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Desha,  Duval  1,  £arle,Eppe8,  Farrow,  Forney, 
Franklin,  Geddes,  Gholaon,  Glasgow,  Goedwy  n,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbroack,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerlbrd,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 


of  KeiUudty,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
boum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lefierts,  Lewtei 
Lyle,  Maoon,  MoKee,  McLean,  Montgomeiy,  Moere^ 
Newton,  Oimsby,  Piekena,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rbea  of 
Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Viv» 
ginia,  Stanlbid,  TannehiH,  Thompaon,  Udree,  White, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancy. 

This  motion  baring  been  negatived— Mr.  Pine 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  bv  inserting  twenty,  instead 
of  fifteen  cents  per  gallon. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  aa 
follows: 

YBAS—Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Bamett,  Btyltes 
of  Massachusetts,  Bigeiow,  Boyd,  BradbuTy,  Bradley, 
Brigham,  Butler,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Gomstock,  Con^ 
diet,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cronch,  Dana,  Davenport,  D^ 
noyelles,  Ely,  Evans,  Fisk  of  Vermoat,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gholaon,  Giosvenor,  Hal^ 
Hawea,  Hubert,  Ingenoll,  frving,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
bland,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kmg  of  Man* 
sachnsetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lovetl, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  Mo£^  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sher- 
wood, Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Strong,  Stnr- 
ges,  Taggart^  Taylor,  Teliair,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and 
Wright— 76. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Bayly  of  Yiiginia,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clark,  Ciopton,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davia-  of  Peonsylvap 
nia,  Desha,  Duvall,  Barle,  Eppee,  Farrow,  Forney, 
Franklin,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hssbrouf^,  Hawkms,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Hungedbrd,  Ligham,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  €^  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  Law,  Lewis,  Lyle,  Maeon, 
McCoy,  MeKee,  MeLean,  Mon^semeiy,  Newton^ 
Ormsby,  Psasson,  Pickeaa,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Sevter,  Staaipt  Smith  of  Vin- 
ginia,  Stanford,  Thompeon,  Udree,  White,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey— 69. 

So  this  amendment  was  carried. 

And  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  last  amended,  was  decided  as  follnwt : 
Affirmative  voteaTO,  negative  60. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  (that  is,  to  hv* 
sert  t wen ty4  instead  of  tiveWe  and  a  half  cents 
per  gallon,  as  the  additional  Ux)  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YANoer.  of  North  Carolinn,  then  moved 
an  amendment  going  to  place  a  duty  of»-— 
cents  on  erery  gallon  fit  spirits  from  domestic 
materials,  instead  of  dividing  it  between  the  ca« 
paeity  and  product  of  the  still* 

Mr.  Y.  spoke  in  support  of  his  amendment, 
which  he  conceived  necessary  to  do  eqoal  jus* 
tice  to  all  distillers,  dbc. 

Mr«  Maooh,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  in  sap 
port  of  the  motion.  He  acknowledged  the  ne* 
cessity  of  providing  a  revenae,  and  there  was  no 
better  subject  of  taxation  than  spirits,  provided 
it  was  not  taxed  higher  tban  it  could  bear. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  also  spoke  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Yamoby'b  motion. 
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Mr.  Batl^  of  Virginia,  proposed  to  fill  the 
blank  in  Mr.  Yancey's  motion  with  twenty-five, 
and  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  to  fill  it  with  thirty. 
Bat  no  motion  was  at  present  made  on  that 
head. 

Mr.  Ingham^  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  Mr. 
Yancby'b  motion. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Yancby's  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative :  For  the  amendment  55. 
against  it  67,  as  follows : 

Yxas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Vir- 
ginia, Bowen,  Burweli,  Butler,  Cap«rton,  Caldwell, 
Cannon,  Clmrk,  Clopton,  Crawford,  Gnlpeper,  Desha, 
Dnvall,  Furrow,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gbolson, 
GlaHPOW,  Goodwyn,  Hill,  Harris,  Hawkins,  Hopkins 
of  ELentucky,  Humphreys,  Hungerlbrd,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentuckv,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbonm,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
SCanibxd,  Stuart,  Telfair,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bard, 
Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Brown,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Griffin,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Ingearsoll,  Ingham,  Ir- 
ving, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lefierts, 
Markell,  McCoy,  Moffit,  Mqseley,  Nelson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Strong,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Udree, 
Ward  of  Massachusetu,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Penniqrlvania,  and  Winter. 

Mr.  Gammon,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  additional  duty  of  twenty  cents 
per  gallon,  and  in  lieu  thereof  proposed  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  pres- 
ent duty  on  stills.  This  motion  was  negatived 
without  a  divison. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  said  sec- 
ond resolution,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  by 
a  large  majority ;  when  the  direct-tax  resolution 
adopted  yesterdaV)  and  that  just  agreed  to,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  report  hills  paraoant  thereto. 

And  On  motion  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 

Thursday,  October  27. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Taylor  for  consideration : 

Remfbfedj  That  the  standing  committees  of  this 
House,  and  also  ihe  select  committees  appointed  on 
the  aist  day  of  September  last,  on  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKeb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
'*  further  extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia 
military  land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the 
surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office," 
13th  Con.  3d  Ssss.— 16 


without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
"  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to 
the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  Reindeer,  by  the 
American  sloop  Wasp ;"  and  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
thai  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  modification 
proposed  by  the  joint  committee  of  conference, 
to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  resolutions  "expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con* 
gross  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with 
which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  has  been  sustained  by  Major  Qeneral 
Brown,  Major  Qenersl  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Rip- 
ley, Miller,  Porter,  Chiines,  and  Macomb,"  and 
have  modified  the  same  accordingly. 

WAR  MEASURES. 

Mr.  Tboup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Military  Com* 
mittee,  reported  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Regular  Army  by 
classifying  the  free  male  population  of  the  United 
Slates. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  provide  for  the  division 
of  the  whole  free  male  population  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  assessors,  into  classes  of  twenty-five 
men  each;  each  class  to  be  compelled,  under  a 

penalty  of hundred  dollars,  to  furnish,  within 

days  after  the  classification  aforesaid, an  able- 
bodied  recruit  for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill  is  of  some  length,  and  conuins  very  full 
provisions  for  carrying  itself  into  effect.] 

Mr.  Tjioup  also  reported  a  bill  "  To  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and 
organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  servieea  to 
obiect.l 

Mr.  Troup  also  reported  a  bill  '*to  provide  for 
the  further  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States  by  authorizing  the  President  to  augment 
the  present  Military  Establishment." 

(This  bill  proposes  to  provide,  that,  *4n  ad- 
'  dition  to  the  present  Military  Establishment  of 
'  the  United  States,  there  be  immediately  raised 
^  fortv  regiments,  in  such  proportions  of  infantry, 
'  artillery,  riflemen,  and  cavalry,  as  the  President 
'  of  the  United  States  may  deem  proper,  to  be 
'  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  war,  unless  sooner 
*  discharged,  and  limited  as  to  service  to  the  de- 
'  fence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,''  dbc.] 

The  three  bills  were  severallytwice  read  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Troup  also  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the 
Military  Committee: 

DEPAaxMEHT  OF  Wab,  Ociobet  17, 1814. 
Sia :  The  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the 
other  duties  of  the  Department,  which  could  not  fail 
to  be  very  sensibly  felt,  at  so  interesting  a  period,  by  a 
person  who  had  just  taken  charge  of  it,  are  my  apology 
lor  not  answering  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  September 
at  an  earlier  day,  on  the  defects  of  the  present  Military 
Establishment. 
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Due  ooniideration  has  been  bestowed  on  the  eubject^ 
matter  of  that  letter,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit to  the  committee  the  following  report : 

1.  That  the  present  Military  Establishment,  amount- 
ing to  sixty-two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-eight 
men,  be  preserved  and  made  complete,  and  that  the 
most  efficient  means  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
and  consistent  with  the  (general  rights  of  our  fellow 
citizens  be  adopted,  to  fill  the  ranks,  and  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

3.  That  a  permanent  force,  consisting  of  at  least 
forty  thousand  men,  in  addition  to  the  present  Military 
Establishment,  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  our  cities 
and  frontiers,  under  an  engagement  by  the  Executive 
with  such  corps  that  it  shaU  be  employed  in  that  ser- 
Tice  within  certain  specified  limits,  and  that  a  propor- 
tional augmentation  of  general  officers  of  each  grade, 
and  other  staff,  be  provided  for. 

3.  That  the  corps  of  engineers  be  enlarged. 

4.  That  the  ordnance  department  be  amended. 
Respecting  the  enlargement  of  the  corps  of  engineers, 

I  shall  submit  hereafter  a  more  detailed  communica- 


For  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment, I  submit  a  report  from  the  senior  officer  of 
that  department  in  this  city,  which  is  approved. 

I  shall  be  ready  and  happy  to  communicate  such 
further  remarks  and  details  on  these  subjects  as  the 
committee  may  desire,  and  shall  request  permission  to 
suggest  hereafter  the  result  of  further  attention  to,  and 
reflection  on,  our  Military  Establbhment  generally, 
should  anything  occur  which  may  be  deemed  worthy 
its  attention.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  O.  M.  Tnovr, 

Chmrman  MHiiary  Committee. 

Bxplanatory  ObservaHons  accompanying  the  Letter 
firom  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
hEHtary  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa' 
fives. 

In  providing  a  force  necessary  to  bring  this  war  to 
a  happy  termination,  the  nature  of  the  crisb  in  which 
we  are  involved,  and  the  extent  of  its  dangers,  claim 
particular  attention.  If  the  means  are  not  fully  ade- 
quate to  the  end,  discomfiture  must  inevitably  ensue. 

It  may  be  fidrly  presumed,  that  it  is  the  object  of 
the  Bii&sh  Government,  by  striking  at  the  principal 
•onices  of  our  prosperity,  to  diminish  the  importance, 
if  not  to  destroy  the  political  existence  of  the  United 
States.  If  any  doubt  remained  on  this  subject,  it  has 
been  completely  removed  by  the  despatches  from  our 
Ministen  at  Ghent,  which  were  lately  laid  before  Con- 
gress. 

A  nation  contending  for  its  existence  against  an 
enemy  powerful  by  land  and  sea,  favored  in  a  peculiar 
manner  by  extraordinary  events,  must  make  great  ex- 
ertions, and  sufier  great  sacrifices.  Forced  to  contend 
again  for  our  liberties  and  independence,  we  are  called 
on  for  a  display  of  all  the  patriotism  which  distin- 
guished our  fellow-dtizens  in  the  first  great  struggle. 
It  may  be  fairly  conckided,  that  if  the  United  Sutes 
sacrifice  any  right,  or  make  any  dishonorable  conces- 
sion to  the  demands  of  the  British  Government,  the 
spirit  of  the  nation  will  be  broken,  and  the  foundations 
of  their  union  and  independence  shaken.  The  United 
States  must  relinquish  no  right,  or  perish  in  the  strug- 
gle. There  is  no  intermediate  ground  to  rest  on.  A 
•concession  on  one  point,  leads  directly  to  the  sujreuder 


of  every  other.  The  result  of  the  contest  cannot  be 
doubtful.  The  highest  confidence  is  entertained  that 
the  stronger  the  pressure,  and  the  greater  the  danger, 
the  more  firm  and  vigorous  will  be  the  resistance,  and 
the  more  successful  and  glorious  the  result. 

It  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  lay  waste 
and  destroy  our  cities  and  villages,  and  to  desolate  our 
coast,  of  which  examples  have  already  been  afibrded. 
It  is  evidently  his  intention  to  press  the  war  along  the 
whole  extent  of  our  seaboard,  in  the  hope  of  exhaust- 
ing equally  the  spirits  of  the  people,  and  the  national 
resources.  There  is  also  reason  to  presume,  that  it  is 
the  intention  to  press  the  war  from  Canada  ou  Iha 
adjoining  States,  while  attempts,  aee  made  on  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  other  important  points,  with  a  view 
to  the  vain  project  of  dismemberment  or  sabjugatioB. 
It  may  be  infemd  likawise  to  be  a  part  of  &e  sdiema 
to  continue  to  invade  this  pari  of  the  Union,  while  a 
separate  foree  attacks  the  State  of  liouisiana,  in.  the 
hope  of  taking  possession  of  the  city  of  New  Odeana, 
and  of  tho  mouth  of  the  ftfississippi,  that  great  inlet 
and  key  to  the  commerce  of  all  that  portiou  of  the 
United  States  lying  westward  of  the  AUefl^ny  mDWB^ 
tains.  The  peace  in  Europe  having  given  to  the  ene- 
my a  large  disposable  force,  has  essantiilly  favored 
these  objeots. 

The  advantage  which  a  great  naval  superiority  g^ves 
to  the  enemy,  by  eaa^bKng  him  to  move  troope  from 
one  quarter  to  another,  from  Maine  to  the  Mississippi, 
a  coast  of  two  thousand  miles  extent,  is  very  consider- 
able. Even  a  small  force  moved  in  this  manner  for 
the  purposes  avowed  by  the  British  oommanders,  can- 
not fail  to  be  sensibly  felt,  more  especially  by  those 
who  are  most  exposed  to  It.  It  is  obvious.  If  the  mili- 
tia are  to  be  relied  on  principally  for  the  defence  of  onr 
cities  and  coasts  against  their  predatory  and  desolat* 
ing  incursions,  wherever  they  may  be  made»  that,  b^ 
interfering  with  their  oidinary  pursuits  of  industry,  it 
must  be  attended  with  serious  interruption  and  loss 
to  them,  and  ii^ury  to  the  public,  while  it  greatly  in- 
creases the  expense.  It  is  an  object,  therefore,  of  the 
highest  importance,  to  provide  a  regular  force,  with 
the  means  of  transporting  it  firom  one  quarter  to  an- 
other along  our  coast,  thereby  following  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  with  the  greatest  possible  rapidity, 
and  repelling  the  attack  wherever  it  may  be  made. 
These  remarks  are  equally  true  as  to  the  militia  ser- 
vice generally  under  the  present  organisation  of  the 
militia,  and  the  short  terms  of  service  prescribed  by 
law.  It  may  be  stated  with  oonfidence,  that  at  least 
three  times  the  force  in  militia  has  been  emjployed  at 
our  principal  cities  along  the  coast,  and  on  die  fron- 
tier, in  marching  to  and  returning  thence,  that  would 
have  been  necessary  in  r«golar  troops ;  and  that  the 
expense  attending  it  has  been  more  than  profwrttona- 
bly  augmented,  fiom  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impossi- 
bility, of  preserving  the  same  degree  of  system  in  the 
mititia  as  in  the  regular  serviee. 

But  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  repel  these  predatory 
and  desolating  incursions.  To  bnng  the  war  to  an 
honorable  termination,  we  must  not  be  eontenied  with 
defending  ourselves.  Different  feelingsmust  be  touched, 
and  apprehensions  excited  in  the  British  Government. 
By  pushing  the  war  into  Canada,  we  secure  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  command  their  services, 
otherwise  to  be  turned  by  the  enemy  against  us ;  we 
relieve  the  coast  from  the  desolation  which  is  intended 
for  it,  and  we  keep  in  our  hands  a  safe  pledge  for  an 
honorable  peace. 
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It  fblkms,  fiom  thw  now  of  die  cabjecti  tkat  it  will 
be  necesMiy  to  bring  into  the  field,  nefzt  campeign, 
not  l6M  than  oite  bond  red  liiounnd  ngnlar  troops. 
Such  a  foree»  aided,  in  exttaordinaiy  emergencies,  by 
▼olnstean  and  niiitia,  wili  place  ue  above  all  inqnte- 
tnda  as  to  the  final  rerak  of  this  conteiL  It  will  fix, 
on  a  solid  and  imperishable  foundation,  oar  union  and 
independenoe ;  on  which  the  libertiea  and  happinees  of 
eqnr  feflow-citisens  so  easenttally  depend.  It  will  se- 
core  to  the  United  Statoe  an  euiy  and  advantageous 
peace.  It  will  aneat,  in  the  further  prueeeution  of  the 
war,  the  desolation  of  our  eities  and  our  coast,  by  en- 
abling  vm  to  retort  on  the  enemj  those  calaniitieB  which 
our  atisens  have  been  afareadj  doomed  to  suffer;  a 
naort  which  aelf-dafence  done,  and  a  sacred  regard 
ibr  the  righta  and  honor  of  the  neetiDn,  could  induce 
the  United  States  to  adopt; 

The  ratom  of  the  regular  fi>i«e  now  in  service,  laid 
before  yo%  will  idiow  how  many  men  will  be  necee- 
auy  to  fil(  the  praeent  corps;  and  the  return  of  Che 
numerical  force  of  the  present  Military  Establishment, 
will  show  haw  many  are  required  to  eonplete  it  to  the 
number  proposed.  The  nest  and  most  important  in*> 
qpiiy  ia,  how  shall  these  men  be  raisedl  Under  «p* 
ieting  dreumatanoes,  it  ie  etideot  that  the  most  prompt 
and  effident  mode  that  can  be  doviaed,  consiateBt  with 
the  equal  rights  of  every  eitiaen,  ought  to  be  adopted. 
The  following  plans  are  re^ctfaUy  submitted  to  the 
consideralien  of  the  committee*  Being  distmct  in 
their  n^ure,  I  will  preaent  each  separately,  with  the 
considerations  applioible  to  it. 

Firsi  Pto.— Let  the  free  male  population  of  the 
United  States,  between  eighteen  and  Ibrty-five  years, 
be  formed  into  classes  of  one  hundred  men  each,  and 
let  each  dase  furnish  — —  men  for  the  war,  wkhtn 
thirty  days  after  the  classification,  and  replace  them  in 
the  event  of  casualty. 

The  classificalion  to  be  formed  with  a  view  to  the 
equri  distributicin  of  propmty  among  theseveral  dasses. 
If  any  dasa  foils  to  provide  the  men  required  of  it, 
within  die  time  specified,  they  shall  be  raised  by 
d^ttught  on  the  whole  class ;  any  person  thus  draughted 
being  allowed  to  fotnish  a  substltuee. 

The-  pfusent  bounty  in  land  to  be  allowed  to  eadi 
mcrait,  and  the  prevent  bounty  in  money,  which  is 
paid  to  eaoh  reemit  by  the  United  States,  to  be  paid 
to  eaoh  draught  by  all  the  inhabitants  wltMn  the  pre- 
cinct of  the  class,  witl^  whidi  the  draught  may  be 
mtdm,  equally,  aceordiag  to  the  value  of  tiie  property 
which  Ih^  may  zespecttvely  possess;  and  if  such 
bounty  be  not  paid  within  — -*  days,  the  same  to  be 
levied'OB  all  the  taxable  property  of  the  said  inhabi- 
tants. And  in  like  manner,  the  bounty,  whatever  it 
may  be»  which  may  be  employed  in  raising  a  recruit, 
to  avoid  a  draught,  to  be  assesssd  on  the  taxable  prop- 
eHy  of  the  whole  piednct 

The  recruits  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  recruiting 
officer  in  each  district,  to  be  marched  to  sudi  places  of 
general  rendexvoua  as  may  be  designated  by  the  De- 
paitment  of  War. 

TlMk  this  plan  vrill  be  effctent,  cannot  be  doubted. 
It  is  evident  that  the  men  contemplated  may  soon  be 
vaiaed  by  it.  Three  modes  occur  by  which  it  may  be 
carried  into  effect,  let.  By  pladng  the  execution  of 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  county  oouits  throughout  the 
Unitsd  States^  Sd.  By  relying  on  the  militia  oflloen 
in  eaeh  oonnty.  3ii  By  appointing  particular  persons 
in  each  county  for  that  purpoee.  It  is  bdieved  that 
rof  thaae  modes  would  be  found  adequate^ 


Nor  does  there  appear  to  bo  any  vreil-founded  objec- 
tion to  the  right  in  Congress  to  adopt  this  plan,  or  to 
its  equality  in  its  application  to  our  fellow-citizens  in- 
dividually. Congress  have  a  right,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  raise  regular  armies,  and  no  restraint  is  im- 
posed in  the  exercise  of  it,  except  in  the  provisions 
whidi  are  intended  to  guard  generdly  against  the 
abuse  of  power,  with  none  of  whidi  does  this  plan  ia- 
tmiete.  It  is  proposed,  that  it  shall  operate  on  all 
alifce,  that  none  shall  be  exempted  from  it  except  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  several  States. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  Congress  could 
not  carry  this  power  into  eflect,  otherwise  than  by  ac- 
cepting the  voluntary  service  of  individuals.  It  might 
happen  that  an  army  could  not  be  raised  in  that  mode, 
whenoe  the  power  would  have  been  granted  in  vain. 
The  safety  of  the  State  might  depend  on  such  an  army. 
Long  continued  invasioBs,  conducted  by  regulw,  weU- 
disclpltned  troops,  can  best  be  repelled  by  troops  kept 
ooMtantly  in  the  field,  and^  equally  well  discqylined. 
Coumge  in  an  army  is  in  a  great  measure  meehaaied. 
A  sradi  body,  well  trained,  accustomed  to  action,  ga^ 
lantly  led  on,  often  breaka  three  or  fonr  times  the  nuni> 
bsr  of  more  rospeetable  and  move  brave,  but  raw  and 
undkciplined  troops.  The  sense  of  danger  is  dimin- 
iahed  by  frequent  exposure  to  it  without  harm ;  and 
confidence,  even  in  the  timid,  is  inspired  by  a  knowi^ 
edge  that  refianoe  ms^  be  plaoed  on  othei%  which  can 
grow  up  only  by  service  together.  The  grant  to  Con- 
gress to  raise  armies  was  made  with  a  knowledge  of 
all  these  circumstances,  and  wiA  the  uitention  that  it 
ehould  Uke  effect.  The  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
and  the  States  who  ratified  it,  knew  the  advantage 
which  an  enemy  might  have  over  us,  by  regular  forces, 
and  intended  to  {dace  their  eountiyon  an  equal  finrting. 
The  ideelhat  the  United  Stsctes  cannot  raise  a  reg- 
ular umy  in  any  odier  mode  than  by  accepting  the 
vdutttavy  service  of  individuds,  is  bdieved  to  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  uniform  oonstruotion  of  all  grants  of 
power,  and  equally  so  to  the  first  piindples  and  lead- 
ing objects  of^the  Federal  compact.  An  unqualified 
giant  of  power  gives  the  means  necessary  to  cany  it 
into  efiiect.  This  is  an  universd  maxim,  which  admits 
of  no  exeeplion.  Equally  true  is  It,  that  the  consor- 
vation  of  the  State  is  a  du^  paramount  to  all  othen. 
The  Conunonwedtb  has  a  right  to  the  service  of  all 
iu  citizens,  or  rather,  the  dtizene  composing  the  Conih 
monweath  have  a  right  coUectlrdjand  individually  to 
the  service  of  each  other,  to  repel  any  danger  which 
may  be  menaced.  The  manner  in  which  the  service 
la  to  be  apportioned  among  the  dtisens,  and  ren- 
dered by  them,  are  objects  of  legidatioa.  All  that  ia 
to  be  dreaded  in  such  a  case,  is  the  abuse  of  power, 
and  h^^y  our  Constitulion  has  provided  ample  secu- 
rity agdnat  that  evil. 

In  support  of  this  right  in  Congress,  the  militia  ser- 
vioe  aflbrds  a  oondudve  proof  and  striking  example. 
The  organixatton  of  the  militia  is  an  act  of  piulic 
authority,  not  a  voluntary  association.  The  service 
required  must  be  performed  by  dl,  under  penalties 
which  delinquents  pay,  The  generous  and  patriotae 
perform  them  cheerfully.  In  the  alacrity  with  which 
the  cdl  of  the  Government  has  been  obeyed,  and  the 
cheerfulness  with  which  the  servioe  has  been  performed 
throughout  the  United  States  by  the  great  bo^y  of  the 
militia,  thera  is  abundant  cause  to  rojoice  in  the 
strength  of  our  Republican  instituUons,  and  in  tbie 
virtue  of  the  pe<^« 
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The  plan  proposed  ii  not  more  compubiTe  than  the 
militia  lerrice,  while  it  is  free  from  most  of  the  objec- 
tions to  it.  The  militia  senrice  calls  from  home,  for 
long  terms,  whole  districts  of  the  country.  None  can 
elude  the  call.  Few  can  sToid  the  service,  and  those 
who  do,  are  compelled  to  pay  great  sums  for  substi- 
ttttes.  This  plan  fixes  on  no  one  personally,  and  opens 
to  all  who  choose  it  a  chance  of  declining  the  service. 
It  is  a  principal  object  of  this  plan  to  engage  in  the 
defence  of  the  State  the  unmarried  and  youUiftil,  who 
can  best  defend  it  and  best  be  spared,  and  to  secure 
to  those  who  render  this  important  service,  an  ade- 
quate compensation  from  the  voluntary  contribution 
of  the  more  wealthy  in  eveiy  class.  Great  confidence 
is  entertained  that  such  contribution  will  be  made  in 
time  to  avoid  a  draught.  Indeed  it  is  believed  to  be 
the  necessary  and  inevitable  tendency  of  diis  plan  to 
produce  that  efiecL 

The  limited  power  which  the  United  States  have  in 
organizing  the  militia  may  be  urged  as  an  argument 
against  their  right  to  rais^  regular  troops  in  the  mode 
proposed.  If  any  argument  oould  be  drawn  firom  that 
circumstance,  I  should  suppose  that  it  would  be  in 
lavor  of  an  opposite  conclusion.  The  power  of  the 
United  States  over  the  militia  has  been  limited,  and 
that  for  raising  regular  armies  granted  without  limita- 
tion. There  was»  doubtless,  some  object  in  this  ar- 
nngement  The  fair  inference  seems  to  be,  that  it 
was  made  on  great  consideration ;  that  the  limitation 
in  the  first  instance  was  intentional,  Uie  conseqnence 
of  the  unqualified  grant  of  the  second. 

But  it  is  said,  that  by  drawing  from  the  militia  ser- 
vice into  the  regular  army,  and  putting  them  under 
regular  officers,  you  violate  a  principle  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  provides  that  the  militia  shall  be  com- 
manded by  their  ovm  ofiicers.  If  this  was  the  fact  the 
eonclusion  would  follow.  But  it  is  not  the  &ct.  The 
men  are  not  drawn  fiiom  the  militia,  but  from  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  country ;  when  they  enlist  volnntsjily, 
it  is  not  as  militiamen  that  they  act,  but  as  dtisens. 
If  they  are  draughted  it  must  be  in  the  same  sense. 
In  both  instances  they  are  enrolled  in  the  Militia 
corps,  but  that,  as  is  presumed,  cannot  prevent  the 
voluntary  act  in  the  one  instance,  or  the  compulsive  in 
the  other.  The  whole  population  of  the  United  States 
within  certain  ages  belong  to  these  corps.  If  the  Uni- 
ted States  oould  not  fi)rm  regular  armies  from  them 
they  could  raise  none. 

In  proposing  a  draught  as  one  of  the  modes  of  rais- 
ing men  in  case  of  actual  necessity  in  the  present 
great  emergency  of  the  countiyt  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  examine  such  objections  to  it  as  occurred, 
particularly  those  of  a  Constitutional  nature.  It  is 
firom  my  sacred  regard  for  the  principles  of  our  Con- 
stitution that  I  have  ventured  to  trouble  the  Commit- 
tee with  any  remarks  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

Should  it  appear  that  this  mode  of  raising  recruits  was 
justly  objectionable  on  account  of  the  tax  on  property, 
from  difficulties  which  may  be  apprehended  in  the  ex- 
ecution, or  from  other  causes,  it  may  be  advisable  to 
decline  the  tax,  and  for  the  Government  to  pay  the 
whole  bounty. 

In  this  case  it  is  proposed  that,  in  lieu  of  the  present 
bounty,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  allowed  to  each  re- 
cruit or  draught  at  the  time  of  hia  engagement,  and 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  addition  to  the  present 
bounty  in  land,  for  every  year  that  the  war  may  con- 
tinue. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  with  mathematical  accuracy 


the  number  which  wiU  be  raiwd  by  the  ratio  of  four 
to  one  hundred,  or  one  to  twenty-five,  nor  u  it  neces- 
sary. It  is  probable  that  it  will  be  rather  more  than 
sufficient  to  fill  the  present  corps.  The  extra  number, 
in  that  case,  may  form  a  part  of  the  local  force  in  con- 
temjdation,  a  power  to  that  efiect  being  given  to  the 
President 

No  radical  change  in  the  present  Military  Establisb- 
ment  is  proposed.  Should  any  modification  be  found 
necessary,  on  further  consideration,  it  will  form  the 
subject  of  a  separate  communication.  It  is  thought 
advisable,  in  general,  to  preserve  the  corps  in  their  pres- 
ent form,  and  to  fill  them  with  new  recruits  in  the 
manner  stated.  All  these  corps  have  already  seen  ser^ 
vice,  and  many  of  them  acquired  in  active  scenes  much 
experience  and  useful  knowledge.  By  preserving  them 
in  their  present  form,  and  under  their  present  officers, 
and  filling  them  with  new  recmits»  the  improvement 
of  the  latter  will  be  rapid.  In  two  or  three  months  it 
will  be  difficult  to  distinguish  between  the  new  and 
old  levies. 

The  additional  force  to  be  provided  amounts  to  forty 
thousand  men.  Of  this  it  is  proposed  that  local  corps 
be  raised,  to  consist  partly  of  infrmtry,  partly  of  mount- 
ed men,  and  partly  of  artillery.  There  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  such  corps  may  be  raised  in  the  principal 
cities,  and  even  on  the  frontier,  to  serve  for  the  war, 
under  an  engagement  as  to  the  limit  beyond  which 
they  should  not  be  carried.  Every  able-bodied  citizen 
is  willing  and  ready  to  fight  for  his  home,  his  family, 
and  his  country  when  invaded.  Of  this  we  have  seen, 
in  the  present  year,  the  most  honorable  and  gratifying 
proob.  It  does  not  suit  all,  however,  to  go  great  dis- 
tances from  home.  This  generous  and  patriotic  spirit 
may  be  taken  advantage  of,  under  proper  arrange- 
ments, with  the  happiest  efiect  to  the  country,  and 
vrithottt  essential  inconvenience  to  the  parties. 

The  officers  who  may  be  appointed  to  command 
these  corps  should  be  charged  with  recruiting  them. 
Local  defence  being  their  sole  object,  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  corps  will  soon  be  nused.  Patriotism 
alone  will  frunush  a  very  powerful  motive.  It  seems 
reasonable,  howeVer,  that  some  recompense  should  be 
made  to  those  who  relieve  others  fi[^m  the  burden. 
One  hundred  acres  of  land  and  fifty  dollars  to  eadi  re- 
cruit will,  it  is  presumed,  be  deemed  sufficient. 

It  is  proposed  that  this  additional  force  shall  form  a 
part  of  aqy  plan  that  may  be  adop^d* 

Second  Plan. — This  plan  consists  of  a  classification 
of  the  miKtia,  and  the  extension  of  their  terms  of 
service. 

Let  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  be  divided 
into  the  following  classes,  viz : 

All  firee  male  persons  capable  of  service,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-five,  into  one  class  ; 
all  those  between  the  ages  of  twenty-five  and  thirty- 
two  into  another  class ;  and  those  between  thirty-two 
and  forty-five  into  a  third  class. 

It  is  proposed,  also,  that  the  President  shall  have 
power  to  call  into  the  service  any  portion  of  either  of 
these  classes,  which,  in  his  judgment,  the  exigencies 
of  the  country  may  require,  to  remain  in  service  two 
years  from  the  time  each  corps  shall  be  assembled  at 
the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 

It  is  believed  that  a  shorter  term  than  two  years 
would  not  give  to  these  corps  the  efficiency  in  military 
operations  that  is  desired,  and  deemed  indispensable, 
nor  avoid  the  evils  that  are  so  sensibly  felt,  and  genera 
ally  complained  of,  under  the  preoent  cnrangemenU 
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It  nqavM  two  — mpiiignt  ta  make  a  oomplate  soldier, 
eapecialljr  where  the  oorpe,  <^oen  and  men,  are  alike 
raw  and  inexperienced.  In  the  interim,  the  numbers 
most  be  mnltipUed  to  supply  the  defect  of  discipline. 
And  itieqoires  the  extension  of  the  term  of  semce,  to 
avoid  the  additional  proportional  augmentation  of  hav* 
ing  se  many  in  the  field  at  the  same  time,  in  marching 
to  the  £rontier  and  returning  from  it.  The  inconToni* 
OBoe  to  the  parties,  and  loss  to  the  community  in  other 
respects,  need  not  be  repeated.  It  u  proper  to  add, 
only,  that  if  substitutes  are  allowed  in  the  service,  it 
must  put  an  end  to  the  recruiting  of  men  for  the  reg- 
ular army, •especially  the  old  ocHrps.  Of  the  justice  of 
this  remark,  what  has  occurred  in  the  preeent  year 
has  furnished  full  proot  It  follows  that,  if  this  plan 
b  adopted,  the  militia  must  be  relied  on  principally,  if 
not  altogether,  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war. 

The  additional  force  for  local  service,  amounting  to 
Ibrty  thousand  men,  will  likewise  form  a  part,  as  al- 
ready o^ieerved,  of  this  plan. 

Third  Plan* — It  is  proposed  to  exempt  every  fk^r^ 
nen  linem  militia  service,  who  shall  find  one  to  serve 
lor  the  war.  It  is  probable  that  some  recruits  might  be 
raised  in  this  mode,  in  most  or  all  the  Stales.  But  it 
18  apprehended  that  it  would  prevent  recruiting  in 
every  other  mode,  by  the  high  bounty  which  some  of 
the  wealthy  might  give.  The  consequence  would 
probably  be  veiy  injurious,  as  it  is  not  believed  that  any 
great  number  could  be  raised  in  this  mode. 

Fourth  Pibn^— Should  all  the  preceding  plans  be 
found  objectionable,  it  remains  that  the  present  lystem 
of  recniiting  be  adhered  to,  with  an  augmentation  of 
the  bounty  in  land.  Should  this  be  preferred,  it  is  ad- 
vised that,  in  addition  to  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  now  given,  one  hundred  be  allowed  an- 
nually for  eveiy  year  while  the  war  lasts. 

These  plans  are  thought  more  deeerving  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  tiian  any  that  have  occurred. 
The  first,  for  the  reasons  stated,  is  preferred.  It  is 
believed  that  it  will  be  found  more  efficient  against  the 
enemy,  less  expensive  to  the  public,  and  less  burden- 
some on  our  feflow-citisens. 

It  has  likewise  the  venerable  sanction  of  our  Revo- 
lution. In  that  great  struggle,  resort  was  had  to  this 
expedient  for  filHng  the  ranks  of  our  regular  Army, 
and  with  decisive  effect 

It  is  not  intended  by  these  remarks,  should  the  first 
plan  be  adopted,  to  diqiense  altogether  with  the  service 
of  the  militia.  Although  the  principal  burden  of  the 
war  may  thereby  be  tidLon  from  the  militia,  reUance 
must  still  be  ^ced  on  them  for  important  aids,  espe- 
cially in  cases  of  sudden  invasion.  For  this  purpose, 
it  will  still  be  advisable  that  the  men  be  classed  accord- 
ing to  age,  and  that  their  term  of  service  be  prolonged. 
Even  should  this  plan  be  attended  with  all  the  advan- 
tages expected  of  it,  such  an  arrangement  could  not  &il 
to  produce  the  happiest  effect.  The  proof  which  it 
would  afford  of  the  impregnable  strength  of  the  country, 
of  the  patient  virtue  and  invindbie  spirit  of  the  people, 
would  admonish  the  enemy  how  vain  and  fruitless  his 
invasions  must  be,  and  might  dispose  him  to  a  speedy, 
just,  and  honorid)le  peace.  Of  the  very  important  ser- 
"vices  already  rendered  by  the  militia,  even  under  the 
present  organization,  too  much  cannot  be  said. 

If  the  United  States  make  the  exertion  which  is 
piopoeed,  it  is  probaMe  that  the  contest  will  soon  be  at 
an  end.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  in  their  power 
to  expel  the  British  ibrces  firom  this  continent,  should 
Ihe  British  Ooviemment,  by  pereevering  in  its  unjast 


demands,  make  that  an  object  with  the  American 
people.  Against  our  united  and  vigorous  effi>rts,  the 
resistance  i[  the  enemy  will  soon  beoome  light  and 
foeUe.  Success  in  every  foir  and  honorable  claim,  is 
within  our  easy  grasp.  And  surely  the  United  States 
have  every  possible  inducement  to  make  the  effort  ne- 
cessary to  secure  it.  I  should  insult  the  understanding 
and  wound  the  feelings  of  the  committee,  if  I  touched 
on  the  calamities  incident  to  defeat.  Bangers  which 
are  remote,  and  can  never  be  realized,  excite  no  alarm 
with  a  gallant  and  generous  people.  But  the  advan- 
tages of  success  have  a  feir  claun  to  their  deliberate 
consideration.  The  efibrt  we  have  already  made  has 
attracted  the  attention  and  extorted  the  praise  of  other 
nations.  Already  have  most  of  the  absurd  theories 
and  idle  speculations  on  our  system  of  government 
been  refuted  and  put  down.  We  are  now  felt  and  re- 
spected as  a  Power ;  and  it  is  the  dread  which  the 
enemy  entertain  of  our  resources  and  growing  import- 
ance, that  has  induced  him  to  push  the  war  against  us, 
after  its  professed  objects  haid  ceased.  Success,  by 
discomfiture  of  his  schemes,  and  the  attainment  of  an 
honorable  peace,  will  place  the  United  States  on  lugher 
ground,  in  the  i^inion  of  the  world,  than  they  haTo 
held  at  any  former  period.  In  Ihture  wars^  their  com- 
merce will  be  permitted  to  take  its  lawftil  range  unmo- 
lested. Their  remonstrances  to  foreign  Governments 
will  not  again  be  put  aside  unheeded.  Few  vrill  be 
presented,  because  there  will  seldom  be  occasion  for 
them.  Our  Union,  founded  on  interest  and  affection^ 
will  have  acquired  new  strength  by  the  proof  it  vrill 
have  afforded  of  die  important  advantages  attending  it. 
Respected  abroad  and  happy  at  home,  the  United  Statee 
will  have  accumpUshed  the  great  objects  for  which 
they  have  so  long  contended.  As  a  nation,  they  will 
have  Uttle  to  dread ;  as  a  people,  little  to  desire. 

Extract  from  ManhaiFs  Life  of  Washington,  wdume 
4tth,  page  241. 
«*  In  general,  the  Assemblies  (of  the  Statee)  followed 
the  example  of  Congress^  and  apportioned,  on  the  sev- 
eral counties  within  the  State,  the  quota  to  be  Air- 
nished  by  each.  This  division  of  the  State  was  again 
to  be  subdivided  into  classes,  and  each  class  was  to 
fomish  a  man  by  contributions  or  taxes  imposed  on 
itself.  In  some  instances,  a  draught  was  to  be  used  in 
the  last  resort ;  in  othere»  the  man  was  to  be  recruited 
by  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  class  to 
be  taxed  with  the  sum  given  for  his  bounty." 

Extract  from  Ranuatfe  lAfe  of  Woihingtonf  ffohitne 
%a,page%4fi. 
''  When  voluntary  enlistments  fell  short  of  the  pro- 
posed number,  the  deficiencies  were,  by  the  laws  of  sev- 
eral States,  to  be  made  up  by  draughts  or  lots  from  the 
militia.  The  towns  in  New  England,  and  the  coun- 
ties in  the  Middle  States,  were  respectively  called  on 
for  a  specified  number  of  men.  Such  was  the  seal  of 
the  pe<^le  of  New  England,  that  neighbors  would 
often  dub  together  to  engage  one  of  their  number  to 
go  into  the  Army.  Maryland  directed  her  lieutenants 
of  counties  to  class  all  the  property  in  their  respective 
counties  into  as  many  equal  classes  as  there  were  men 
wanted ;  and  each  dass  was  bylaw  obliged,  within  ten 
days  thereafter,  to  fumiih  an  able-bodied  recruit  during 
the  war;  and,  in  case  of  their  neglectmgor  refusing  to 
do  so,  the  county  lieutenants  were  authorized  to  pro- 
cure men  at  their  expense,  at  any  rate  not  exceeding 
fifteen  pounds  in  every  hundred  pounds  worth  of  prop, 
erty  darned  agreeably  to  law.   Virginia  hkewiae  classed 
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hflr  flttJM&B,  And  called  apon  tfae  reapectnEa  daaaaa  for 
every  l^fceenth  man  for  public  aervioe.  Penniylvania 
coneentKated  the  reqataile  power  in  the  Preaident,  Mr. 
Seed»  and  anthonzad  him  to  draw  forth  the  resonvcea 
ci  the  State,  under  .ceKtaui  Umitations,  and  if  acceaaary 
to  declare  martid  law  over  the  State.  The  «z«colion 
of  theae  anaBgementa,a2tiuNigk  uncommonly  vigovoua, 
lagged  iar  behind." 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  reaoined  tiie  eonslderation  of  the 
rtport  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  resolmion  for  imposing  an  additional  duty 
on  postage  being  under  consideration,  together 
irttt)  the  amendment  going  to  increase  the  rates 
of  postage  one  hundred  instead  fifty  of  per  cent,  of 
their  present  amount,  after  considerable  debate, 
the  question  on  inserting  '-'one hundred'' instead  of 
"fifty  per  cent."  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
For  one  hundred  95,  ^m^ain&t  it  45,  as  follows: 

YxAa — Mesars.  Alexander,  Alaton*  Anderaon^  Aveiy, 
Barbour*  Bafd,  Baraett,  Bowan,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bar- 
well,  Bttlber,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Ci^ton,  Ciwiatoek,  CondietyConard,  Crawford,  Creigfa- 
ton,  Croocb,  Outhbert,  Dana,  Davia  of  PenasylvaBia, 
I>eiio9al]aa,  Desha,  Dwrall,  Eppea,  Evans,  Fairov, 
Fiakof  Yoimont,  Fiik  of  Jfaw  York,  Forney,  Fosaytih, 
Fmiiklin,  CAolaoo,  Goodwyn,  Gnffin^  Hiay,  Hanaon, 
Hams,  Haabrauek,  Hawaa,  Hiawkins,  Hopkins  of  KeB« 
Inoky,  Hnbbafd,  Hiiaq>hrejB,  HnngaEford,  IngarMll, 
yi^hamj  Irving,  Jafihaan  of  Vngniia,  Joknaon  of  Yir- 
ginia,  Kennady,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr^  Kaiahaw, 
Kilboom,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Maoon,  MeCoy,  McKea,  Mcmm,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ens, Pleasants,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Yirginia,  Strong, 
BtwuEt,  TanneUll,  Taylor,  Talftir,  Tronp,  Udrae,  Ward 
cf  New  Jers^,  Wilson  of  Pennayivaaia,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cooper,  Ctdpeper,  Daven- 

Fort,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hulbert, 
ackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Maikell,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Ruggies,  Sobureman,  Sherwood,  Shtpherd, 
Smith  of  New  York,  SUnferd,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Yoae,  Ward  of  Maaaaclmsetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  WUoox,  and  WUson  of  Massachu- 


Theqttestaon  to  adopt  th«  rtsolotioa  (aa amend- 
ed) to  inorease  the  present  rates  of  postage,  was 
then  stated. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  assigned,  as 
the  princioal  reason  why  he  shouLa  rote  agamst 
this  tax,  that  this  was  not  a  subject,  the  revenue 
on  which  could  be  safely  or  properly  pledged  to 
the  public  creditor.  The  revenue  therefrom  ac- 
cruing, in  fact,  he  conceived  to  be  exclusively 
iledgad  to  the  perfiection  of  the  Post  Office  Estab- 

hment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
as  amended,  and  carried:  For  the  postage^tax  96, 
against  it  47,  as  foUoa^s : 

YxAa— Meaars.  Alcaander,  Alston,  Anderson,  ATory, 
Baibour,  Bard,  Bamatt,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 
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watt,  Bmlar,  Caldwell,  Calhonn,  Cannon,  C^pp^,. 
Ctopton,  Comatoek,  Condict,  Coaard,  Crawford,  Creigh* 
ton,  Cmneh,  Cutfabert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn^lvania,. 
Denoyelias,  Deaba,  DnvaU,  Earle,  Eppea,  Evans,  Far* 
row,  risk  af  Vennont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,. 
For^th,  FrankUa,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  HaU,. 
Hanaon,  Harris,  Haabrouek,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hop-^ 
kins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Htrngeribrd, 
lagecfloll,  Ingham,  Irving,  .hiekson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Virgiua,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilboom,  King  of  Nordi  Carolina,  Leiferta^ 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,. 
Montgomery,  Moore^  N«lson,  N<ewten,  Oormsby,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Pteasante,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,. 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smtlh  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  Tannefaiil, 
Taylor,  Tellair,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  B^rlies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cil-- 
ley,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hnlbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,. 
Kant  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Maskell, 
Moffit,  Moaelsy,  Oakley,  Piekering,  Pilkin,  Post,  Po^ 
ter,  John  Reed,  Rnggles,  Sehureman,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  Yoric,  Stanford,  Sturgea,  Taggart, 
Thooapson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasachnaetts,  Webster,. 
Wheaton,  White,  Wiloox,  and  WUson  of  Maandn^ 
setts. 

The  next  question  for  consideration  preeeuMd 
itself  in  the  following  w^ds:  ^^UeioUxd,  TimAit 
is  expedient  to  add  one  hundted  per  cent,  to  the 
present  duly  onaaiesat  ancuon ;"  and  was  agreed 
to  without  ddMite. 

The  next  reaoiutioa  was  that  enrbraeing  a  tax, 
among  other  articles,  on  eottoa  yarn,  and  cither 
maniaactares,  furniture,  dbc. 

The  questions  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  strikinp^  out  "  cotton,  yarn,  and 
shoes.''  (that  is,  exempting  them  from  taxation,} 
were  decided  in  the  affirmative  without  debate; 
as  also  was  the  proposition  for  taxing  all  manu- 
factured paper  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  this  resolution,  having  been  gone 
through-^ 

Mr.  Ca&Lsy,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  o«t 
^'tallow  oaodles;''  to  which  motion,  Mr.  J.  R£B»* 
proposed  to  add  "  sper maceti"  candles.  Bat,  that 
motion  not  being  m  order,  as  an  aaaendmeot  to 
Mr.  Oaklet's  motion,  the  question  was  takea  br 
yeas  and  nays  on  striking  out  "  tallow  candles,'' 
and  decided  in  the  negative.  For  exemptiog 
^  tallow  candies"  59,  against  it  74^  as  follows : 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  BayHesofMassachusetto, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Barwell, 
Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  CiUey,  Comstock,  Con* 
ard.  Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  BIy,  Fxsk  of  New  York, 
For^th,  Geddes,  Hale,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  or 
Rhode  Island,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  M«rkell, 
Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Pot- 
ter', John  Reed,  WilHam  Reed,  Ruggies,  Sage,  Bchnre-. 
man,  deybart,  Shipherd,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,. 
Taylor,  Thompaon,  Yoae,  Ward  of  Masoachusette, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Maasia.  Ajiderson,  Avery,  Barbour,  B«rd^ 
Bamett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Caanos, 
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CliAppeU,  Gloptoo,  Coiidwt»  Craigbton,  IHiM,  Deths, 
BuvalU  Etric,  Eppet,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fornej,  Frank- 
liD»  GaatoDy  Gh<Json,  Goodwyn,  Griffin*  Hall,  Harria, 
HaabroQck,  Hawes,  Hawkina,  HMikini  of  Kaiilljaoky^ 
Hongaiford,  Jackaon  of  Virginia,  Johnaon  of  Yirguiia, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kerahaw,  Kilboam,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndea, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKimt  McLean,  Montgomeiy, 
Nelaon,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickeni,  Fleas- 
anta,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Sevier,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  N.  York, 
Smith  of  Virgmia,  Stanford,  Strong.  Tannehill,  Tel- 
ftir,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  and  Wilson 
of  Pennay  Wania. 

Mr.  J.  Re£d  then  moved  to  strike  out  **  sperma- 
ceti" candles,  on  account  of  the  peopliarlv  oppres- 
sive operation  of  such  a  tax  on  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket and  town  of  New  Bedford,  in  Massachu- 
setts. After  further  debate,  the  question  was  put, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays. 
For  striking  out  "spermaceti"  50,  against  it  73, 
as  follows: 

YzAS— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow> 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Dana,  DaTenport,  Duvall,  £lv,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gaston,  Hale,  Irving, 
JadLSon  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  N.  York, 
Law,  Lefferts,  LoTett,  Markell,  McKee,  Moffit,  Mose- 
ley,  Oakley,  Pfckering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Rnggles,  Sage,  Schnreman,  Sherwood, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Strong,  Sturgea,  Tag- 
gart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasachiisetts, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  and  WUeoz. 

Nats— Meeara.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
bour, Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Cal- 
ho«n,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstoek,  Condict, 
Gonud,  Crawibrd,  Cieighton,  Davis  of  Pennayivania, 
Benoyellea,  Deriia,  Earle,  Eppea,  Farrow,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholaon,  Geodwyn,  Griffin,  HaU, 
Hanris,  Hasbrouek,  Hawes,  Hawkina,  Hopkina  of  Ken** 
taoky,  Hungerlbrd,  Ingham,  /aeksan  of  Vtiginia«  John- 
aon of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Mairland,  Kerr,  Keiidiaw, 
Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Lowndes^ 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  Telfair, 
Troap,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Winter. 

Mr.  BieBLOW,  of  Massaehosetts^  then  moTed  to 
strike  out  the  word  ^'leather,"  so  as  to  exempt  it 
from  taxation;  which  motion,  Mr. B. supported 
at  some  length.  The  motion  was  negatired  by  a 
considerable  majority. 

Mr.  Wheaton,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  the  article  '*  nails,  manofaetured  by 
machinery."  In  support  of  which  moitonihemade 
some  remarks,  to  which  Mr.  Eppes  replied.  And 
the  motion  was  neeatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  so  much  of  the  resolution  now  under 
eonaideration  as  proposes  to  tax  "furniturv"  above 
a  certain  value,  (beds,  bedding,  kitchen  furniture, 
and  articles  of  domestic  manufacture,  excepted ;) 
which  motion  was,  without  debate,  decided  in  the 
negative.  For  the  motion  43,  against  it  72,  as 
foUowa: 


Ybas — Meaars.  Andeiwn,  Baylies,  Bigelow,  Birfd^ 
BradboVy,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion^ 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Cotpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  FarMw« 
Gaalon,  Hale,  Haabronck,  Jaekaon  of  Rhode  ialaad^ 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  LewiTi 
Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickeringt 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ragglea,  Sey^ 
bert,  Sherwood,  Sturgea,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mi^achn- 
setts.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bametti 
Bowen,  Burwell,  Bntler,  Caldwell,  Calhonn,  Cannon* 
Cb^pell,  Clopton,  Condiet,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigb* 
ton,  j[)ana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyellea,  Desiuif 
Duvall,  Eppes,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York» 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholaon,  Goodwyn,  Grif* 
fin.  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  ol  Ken« 
tttcky,  Hnngerford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virg'af 
Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKec^ 
McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pick' 
ens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold^ 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Virgmia,  Stanford,  Tannebill,  Taylor,  Td- 
fair,  Tronp,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  wholf 
resolution,  (which  goes  to  tax  sundry  articles  of 
manufacture,  besides  those  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going.) 

Mr.  Oaklst,  of  New  York,  stated  that  he  was 
friendly  to  some  and  opposed  to  others  of  the  taxes 
embraced  in  this  resofre,  and  should  therefore 
vote  against  the  whole,  reserving  the  right  to  vote 
for  the  bills  for  laying  some  of  these  taxes,  when 
they  should  be  brought  in. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  whole  of 
the  rcfsolution  (as  amended  by  striking  out  ^'cot- 
ton yarn"  and  **  hats")  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas 76,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

YxAS— 'Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bafw 
hour,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradky,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Cal^ 
well,  Calboan,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clc^ton,  Condict, 
Conard,  Crawibrd,Creighton,  Dana,  Denoyellea,  Deehiiy 
Dttvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Fiakof  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New 
Yorit,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholaon,  GoodwyOy 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Haafaroaek,  Hawee,  Hawkhw, 
HoEduna  of  Kentucky,  Hnngeiftrd,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Jaekaon  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefferta,  Lowndes,  Lyle^  McCot, 
McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson,  Newton, Pick- 
ens, Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Virg^a,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troupe 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradb^y,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Cooper,  Ely,  Gaston,  Hale,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Ruggles,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Stanford,  Sturgea,  Vose^ 
Ward  of  Massachtwetts,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wilcox. 

The  next  resolution  is,  <'  That  it  is  expedient 
to  clasB  the  retailers  of  foreign  merchandiae,  nad 
add  60  per  cent  to  the  present  duty  thereon."-^ 
Agreed  to. 

The  next  resolution  was,  so  to  impose  a  Anty 
OQ  plated  harness,  combined  wiin  ««  ^^  ou  eat- 
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riages,  as  to  add  to  the  preseat  duty  oa  carriages 
100  per  cent. 

The  eighth  aod  last  resolution,  ''That  it  is 
expedient  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  with 
branches  in  the  several  States,"  being:  under  con- 
sideration— 

On  motionj  the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  October  28. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  reso- 
lutions expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  which  the  rep- 
utation of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been 
sustained  by  Major  Greneral  Brown,  Major  Gen- 
eral Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Miller,  Porter, 
Gaines,  and  Macomb,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  mod- 
ification of  the  said"  amendments,  as  proposed  by 
the  committee  of  conference. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  give  a  further  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  from  th*e  Senate  expressive  of 
the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to  the  victory  of 
the  Wasp  over  the  Reindeer,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  Dana,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  before  the 
House  the  petition  of  John  Appleton,  who  being 
appointed  Principal  Assessor  of  the  Tenth  Dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  performed  all  the  duties 
of  said  oflBce,  when  his  nomination  was  rejected 
by  the  Senate,  in  consequence  of  which  refusal 
to  confirm  his  appointment,  he  loses  the  compen- 
sation due  him ;  and  praying  that  it  mav  be  di- 
rected to  be  paid  to  him. — Referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  the  information 
requested  by  the  House  in  relation  to  the  retalia- 
tion prisoners ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  William  Recd,  of  Massachusetts,  after 
remarking,  that  he  had  understood  there  was  be- 
fbre  the  Senate  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  naval 
force  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  acquire  in- 
formation necessary  to  enable  the  House  to  act 
understaadingly  on  the  subject,  submitted  a  re- 
solve for  consideration,  which,  after  undergoing 
some  modification,  presented  itself  in  the  follow- 
ing shape : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  report  to  this  House,  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  at  the  declaration  of  the  existing  war, 
designating  the  names  and  force  of  each,  and  their 
present  condition ;  also,  the  number  and  rate  of  new 
vessels,  authorized  and  directed  by  law,  since  that 
time ;  the  progress  made  in  ezeontion  of  these  laws, 
and,  if  not  completed,  the  causes  that  have  prevented 
their  execution. 

After  some  desultory  conversation,  as  to  the 
state  of  the  information  on  this  subject,  the  res- 
olution was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
remaining,  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole— it  being  a  resolution  **  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  establish  a  National  Bank  with  branch- 
es in  the  several  States." 

Mr.  Po8T,  of  New  York,  hoped  the  chairman, 
or  some  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meansj  would  exolain  the  reasons  on  which  the 
proposition  was  founded. 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  called  upon  gentle- 
men in  favor  of  the  proposition  to  show  in  what 
part  of  the  Constitution  was  contained  the  power 
to  establish  a  National  Bank.  Having  always 
himself  denied  the  Constitutional  power,  and  the 
House  having  so  decided  six  years  ago,  he  could 
not  see  what  had  occurred  to  chance  the  nature 
of  the  Constitutional  question.  Unless  his  ob- 
jections on  this  head  were  removed,  he  must  cer- 
tainly vote  against  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  said  his  sentiments  in 
relation  to  this  question  were  well  known,  and 
were  not  changed.  However  necessary  he  might 
believe  the  agency  of  such  an  institution  at  the 
present  moment,  he  could  not  give  his  consent  to 
a  measure  which  he  believed  contrary  to  the  Con- 
stitution. For  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the  resolve 
which  he  had  reported  in  obedience  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  committee,  he  referred  to  Mr. 
Dallas's  report ;  and  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee who  favored  it. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  expressed  himself 
decidedly  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  bank, 
but,  in  order  to  obviate  objections,  some  might  con- 
scientiously entertain  on  Constitutional  grounds, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  bank  ought  to  be  loca- 
ted within  this  District.  He  therefore  moved  to 
amend  the  resolve  by  inserting  therein  the  words 
^'  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  BuRWELL,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  no  doubt 
of  the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  bank  of 
the  kind  proposed,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
but  he  should  vote  against  the  amendment,  be- 
cause he  believed  such  a  bank  would  not  at  all 
assist  the  finances  of  the  Government.  He  was 
also  entirely  hostile  to  theestablishmentof  a  bank 
on  the  principles  recommended  in  the  Secretary's 
report  as  its  basis,  for  reasons  growing  out  of  their 
general  impracticability  and  inexpediency. 

Mr.  DuvALL,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  proposed  amendment,  because  it  would  de- 
stroy the  utility  of  the  bank,  so  far  as  regards  its 
issuing  a  medium  which  should  possess  the  gen- 
eral confidence,  and  he  was  opposed  to  it  also  be- 
cause the  adoption  of  it  would  virtually  sanction 
the  construction,  which  he  denied,  that  it  was  not 
Constitutional  to  establish  a  bank  with  branches 
in  the* several  States.  Mr.  D.  was  proceeding  to 
argue  in  support  of  the  Constitutionality  of  a 
bank — when 

Mr.  Wriobt  withdrew  the  amendment  which 
he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 

strike  out  of  the  resolve  the  foUowinir  words : 

"with  branches  in  the  several  States."    Some 

I  gentlemen,  he  said,  were  of  opinioaa  bank  might 
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be  esuhiished  adequate  to  all  neccasary  porposea, 
hoTiDg  DO  braoches,  but  arraagemeots  with  some 
one  or  more  banks  now  existing  in  each  State. 
He  was  in  favor  of  leavingf  the  question  as  broad 
as  possible. 

Mr.  DuvALL  resumed  his  argument  on  the  Con- 
stitutional question,  which  he  ezamiaed  with  no 
little  ability  and  ingenuity.  He  chiefly  rested 
his  opinion  of  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank 
.  on  that  section  of  the  Constitution  which  pro- 
hibits the  States  to  coin  money,  or  issue  '*  bills  of 
credit ;"  which  negation  of  power,  he  apprehend- 
ed, implied  the  existence  of  the  power  in  Congress. 
If  Congress  had  not  power  under  the  Constitution 
of* the  United  States  to  establish  a  bank  or  hanks, 
nearly  or  all  the  States  had  violated  their  own 
State  constitutions  as  well  as  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  in  authorizing  the  circulation 
of  bank  notes,  which,  cAll  them  what  you  will. 
are  ^  bills  of  credit."  Mr.  D.  went  deeper  still 
into  this  question,  and  concluded  with  expressing 
his  decided  hostility  to  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Grosyenob,  of  New  York,  having  no 
doobt  of  the  constitutionality  of  a  National  Bank, 
entreated  gentlemen  to  vote  down  the  proposed 
amendment ;  because,  if  adopted,  it  would  hold 
oal  fallacious  ideas  of  the  adequacy  of  a  bank 
withoQt  branches,  to  be  established  within  this 
Diatrict,  which  would  no  more  relieve  the  em- 
barrassment of  our  finances,  than  will  the  five 
and  ten  cents  bills  issued  by  the  Corporation  of 
this  City  and  Georgetown.  He  should  vote  for 
the  general  proposition.  As  for  the  Secretar^r's 
proposition,  it  was  tifelo  de  se  ;  and  many  of  its 
features  could  not  be  sanctioned  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  one  of 
his  earliest  convictions  on  political  topics,  was, 
that  this  Government  had  no  powei'to  establish 
a  National  Bank ;  but,  if  it  is  to  be  established, 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  it  ought  ro  be  on  gen- 
eral principles.  In  order  to  give  the  question  full 
and  ample  consideration  on  the  widest  national, 
just,  and  aeneral  objects,  he  should  vote  against 
the  amendment,  without  intending  in  any  way  tu 
sanction  the  idea  that  Congress  has  the  power 
'*  to  establish  a  National  Bank  with  branches  in 
the  several  States." 

Mr.  Clopton  made  a  number  of  observations 
in  reply  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Duvall.  The 
true  principle  of  construction  of  the  Constitution 
being,  that  all  powers  not  expressby  delegated  are 
reserved,  he  contended  that  Congress  could  by  no 
forced  construction,  derive  the  power  to  establish 
a  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  predicated  his 
▼lews  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  against  the 
amendment,  on  the  statement  of  facts  and  rea- 
soning of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  this 
subject,  which  combined,  he  believed  to  be  con- 
cittsive. 

Mr.  McKbb^  of  Kentttcky,  expressed  surprise 
that  the  opposition  to  this  measure,  declared  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  necessary  not 
only  to  the  maintenance  but  to  the  reetomtion  of 
the  public  credit,  proceeded  from  those  who  had, 
in  every  other  respect,  been  the  most  zeaious  and 


inflexible  in  their  pursuit  of  measures  to  sustain 
the  operations  of  the  Government.  He  had^o 
doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Government  to  estab- 
lish a  National  Bank  as  an  instrument  of  finance, 
and  entered  into  a  train  of  reasoning  with  his 
usual  acumen^  as  well  to  prove  this,  as  to  prove 
the  injury  which  had  resulted  from  the  refusal  to 
recharter  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  As 
to  establishing  the  bank  within  this  District,  for 
all  present  practical  purposes,  it  might  as  well  be 
established  in  Abyssinia.  He  was  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  motion  now  under  consideration. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Stanforo's  motion  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "  with  branches  in  the  sev- 
eral States,"  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative.  For  the  motion  14,  against  it  138,  as 
follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Bard,  Burwell,  Clopton,  Crawford, 
Gholson,  Hall,  Hungerford,  Johnson  of  ViTginiay  Ma- 
con»  Nelson,  Newton,  Pleasants,  Smith  of  Virginia,  and 
Stanford. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradboiy,  Brigiuun, 
Brown,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Co<meT,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cnlpeper, 
Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Glasgow, 
Qoodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  IngersoU,  Ing- 
ham, Irving,  Jackson  of  Rliode  Island,  Jackson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lefierts,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moseley ,  Oakley, 
Ormsbjr,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter, 
John  Keed,  William  Reed,  Reaof  Penni^lvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage^ 
Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Strong,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Teliair,  Thompson,  Troop, 
Udiee,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  WiUon  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution- 
Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  said,  under  present 
impressions,  he  should  vote  against  it,  because  the 
idea  it  embraced  was  illusive,  and  its  object  im- 
practicable at  the  present  moment ',  to  show  which 
he  made  a  number  of  remarks  going  to  establish 
the  insufficiency  of  such  a  measure  to  remedy  the 
general  want  or  confidence  among  individuals  as 
well  as  in  the  banks,  which  at  present  prevailed* 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
was  decided  by  the  following  vote: 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
OhappeU,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Creigh- 
ton, Crouch,  Cnlpeper,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles,  Duvall,  Barle,  Farrow,  Ffa^^i^, 
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Fifk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Foreyth,  Oeston,  Geddee, 
Ch^ardin,  Griffin,  Gvosvenor,  Hsneon,  Harrii,  Has* 
broack,  Hawef,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hal- 
belt,  Ingeraoli,  Ingham,  Irring,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryknd,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of 
Noith  Carolina*  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lo^ett,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Markell,  McKee,McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel&ir, 
Thompson,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yan- 
cey—93. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Burwell,  Champion, 
CiUey,  Clopton,  Crawford,  Davenport,  Desha,  Ely, 
Eppea,  Evans,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn, 
H«le,  Hall,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Hungeilbrd,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Kennedy,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Ma- 
con, Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Ringgold,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Taggart,  Vose,  Wheaton,  Wil- 
cox, and  Wilson  of  Ma88achUBetts>-54. 

So  the  resolution  was  a|^eed  to,  and  this,  to- 
gether with  the  other  resoTutions,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  brio^ 
in  bills  aocordiogly. 

Saturday,  October  29. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  »  letter 
from  the  Seafecary  of  the  Navy,  staciog  that  the 
whole  of  the  books,  papers,  trophies  in  his  office, 
except  the  furnitttre,  were  preserTed,  and  are 
now  entire;  and  that  all  the  books  and  papers 
ia  the  Accountant's  Office,  except  those  papers 
relative  to  accounts  settled  and  transmitted  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  have  been  preserved. 

Mr.  I ANOEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Moses  Alley  ; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con* 
tained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows: 

That,  at  the  dedaratioa  of  war  against  Great  Britain* 
and  for  some  time  previous  thereto,  the  petitioner  was 
an  inhabitant  of  Upper  Canada ;  in  the  Summer  or 
Autumn  of  the  year  1812,  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  reported  himself  to  General  Dearborn,  who  then 
commanded  on  the  Northern  frontier.  Being  consid- 
ered of  su^icioos  character,  he  was  arrested  by  mili- 
tary authority,  and  sent  to  Greenbush,  in  New  York, 
for  examination ;  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  he  had  in 
his  possession  a  aorrel  stud-horse,  which  was,  by  direc- 
tions of  the  officer  who  arrested  him,  placed  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  Mr.  Benjamin  Van  Vleek  for  safe-keeping, 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  until  he  should 
receive  further  orders  how  to  dispose  of  him.  He  kept 
the  horM  until  the  16th  of  April,  1818,  when,  having 
had  his  house  and  property  consumed  by  fire^  he  de- 
livered the  hone  over  for  safo-keeping  to  a  Mr,  Norton, 
of  Lewis  coun^.  He  kept  him  until  September,  1818, 
when  be  sold  him,  at  the  price  of  twenty  dollani,  to 
pay  for  his  keeping.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  com- 
mittee who  was  the  purchaser ;  but,  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  account  for  kee^g  the  home  is  ciedited, 


it  is  piesomed  that  Norton  himadf  was  tbe  [ 
It  appeara,  aiso,  to  the  committee,  from  the  certifieala 
of  Generals  Wilkinson  and  Dearborn,  that  the  charge 
against  the  petitioner  was  not  well  founded.  He  then 
received  an  order  from  General  Wilkinson  for  his  horsey 
to  be  delivered  to  him  dear  of  the  expense  of  keeping ; 
but,  upon  application,  found  that  he  had  been  sold  to 
pay  that  expense.  The  petitioner  asks  of  Congress 
the  value  of  the  horse. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  United  States 
are  under  no  legal  obligation  to  pay  for  the  horse ;  if 
the  petitioner  had  a  good  title  to  the  property,  it  is 
presumed  he  would  be  entitled  to  recover  his  value  of 
the  man  in  whose  possession  he  was  placed  by  the 
officer.  Having  been  put  in  his  poosession  upon  eon» 
ditions,  and  with  instructions  to  keep  him  at  pubKe 
expense,  it  is  believed  he  was  not  liable  to  be  sold  for 
that  expense ;  they  therefore  reoommend  the  foUowinf 
resolution : 

Rosohed^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  introduced  into  the 
HousCj  with  a  few  appropriate  observations,  the 
following  resolution : 

M  It  bemg  a  duty  particularly  incumbent,  in  a  time 
of  public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devomtiy  to 
adinowledge  our  dependence  on  Almighty  God,  and 
to  tmplere  his  aid  and  protection :  Therefore, 

*^Ruoiotd,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  ofUeprmentn- 
tivee  of  the  ttnted  Statee  of  Ameriea  in  drmgrmb 
aaemSledf  That  a  joint  eommittee  of  both  Soimoe 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Statai,andraquest 
that  he  recommend  a  day  of  public  humiliation,  paayst^ 
and  fasting,  to  be  obaer^d  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  with  religious  solemnity,  and  the  o£S(riag  of 
fervent  supplications  to  Almightv  God,  for  the  safety  of 
these  States ;  his  blessings  on  their  arms,  and  a  speedy 
restoration  of  peace." 

The  resokition  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  res^ 
olution  offered  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  Tayi^or 
of  New  York,  which  was  agreed  to  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

Eesolved,  That  the  Standing  Committees  of  thii 
House,  and  also  the  select  committees  appointed  on  the 
2l8t  dav  of  September  last,  on  the  Message  of  the  Prea- 
ident  United  States,  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  not  ex* 
ceeding dollars. 

Mr.  £ppfi9,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  fill  the  Uaak 
for  the  amount  to  he  borrowed,  with  three  mil- 
lions. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  recoia- 
mended,in  his  letter,^  a  larger  sum  to  be  borrowed; 
but  since  that  letter  had  been  written,  it  was  asoer*- 
tained  that  three  of  the  six  millions  of  stock  pro- 
posed to  be  sent  to  Europe  for  sale  had  not  yet  left 
the  country,  and  the  President  had  determined  te 
retain  it.  The  retentioB  of  this  stock  from  the 
market  would,  by  so  much  as  its  amount,  reduce 
the  additional  amount  neeessary  to  be  authorized. 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  ask  only  for  thiee 
millions  on  this  occasiou. 

Tb«  blauk  wa»  filled  accordingly. 
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Mr.  Gbostbii OR,  of  New  York,  mored  to  aomid 
the  bill  by  adding  tbereto  tfae  foilowiog  proriso : 
**PH)wded,  alio.  That  the  making  ih«  loan  authori- 
zed by  this  bill,  die  Preaideiit  shall  in  no  case  and  in 
no  way  contraet  for  a  greater  interest  or  preminra  than 
mght  per  cent,  per  annum." 

Mr.  Grosvbnor  stid,  he  had  ofiered  the  ameDd- 
ment  in  the  belief,  nay,  the  certainty,  that  public 
credit  and  confidence  would  nerer  be  restored  to 
any  GoTemment  wluch  supplied  the  treasury  by 
loans,  at  the  rate,  and  in  tlie  manner  heretofore 
adopted  by  tfae  President.    To  former  bills  sim- 
ilar amendments  had  been  moved  and  rejected, 
and  what  had  been  the  consequence  1    Let  gen- 
tlemen  cast  their  eyes  upon  the  report  of  the  See- 
letary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session.     The  Government  had,  under  a  bill 
just  like  the  present,  ffone  into  the  market  for 
twenty*6re  millions.    It  first  proposed  for  a  part 
of  that  sum,  to  wit :  ten  millions.  As  it  was  well 
understood,  by  the  influence  of  one  man,  a  condi- 
tion had  been  annexed  to  the  ten  millions  then 
taken,  of  a  most  ruinous  and  extortionate  char- 
acter.   That  condition  he  need  not  state,  because 
it  was  known  to  all ;  nor  should  he  go  over  the 
calculations  made  the  other  day  by  his  honorable 
friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Oaklbt.)    If  that 
gentleman  was  oorrect,  antf  not  a  douot  existed 
that  he  was  so,  this  very  condition  had  forced  the 
Gk>vernmeot  to  take  another  portion  of  the  loan, 
about  two  millions  and  a  half,  at  mere  than  fifty 
per  cent,  for  the  present  year  of  its  existence,  and 
at  six  or  seven  per  cent,  forever  thereafter.  How 
conid  this  condition  operate  differently  1  It  made 
it  the  interest  of  every  holder  of  the  first  part  of 
the  twenty-five  million  loan  (and  it  was  certain 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  every  moneyed  man  in  the 
nation  would  be  made  a  holder)  to  bear  down 
upon  the  Government,  and  for  them  to  give  the 
most  exorbitant  premium  for  all  that  remained  to 
be  taken.    This  was  early  foretold  by  the  men  of 
reflection  among  us.    But  it  was  treated  as  a  chi- 
mera, as  the  common  story  of  opposition,  by  those 
whose  business  it  is  to  defend  every  act  of  the 
Government.  Now,  the  truth  of  what  was  foretold 
is  absolutely  certain.    It  stands  on  the  official 
documents  m  this  House,  an  eternal  monument 
of  the  wild  errors,  and  the  fiscal  incapacity  of 
your  Government.    By  it  the  people  of  these 
States  have  been  subject  to  tfae  most  friffhtfol  ex- 
tortion.   Do  I  therefore  accuse  those  who  forced 
the  Government  to  these  terms?  No ;  for  to  such 
a  condition  was  the  Government  reduced  in  Sep- 
tember, that  even  an  open  bankruptcy  must  have 
followed,  but  for  the  money  then  obtained.    And 
if  these  money  lenders  had  so  pleased,  yon  must 
have  saved  the  nation  by  giving  cent  per  cent 
for  every  dollar.    Patriotism  has  nothing  to  do 
with  this  subject.    It  is  a  moneyed  operation; 
and  thus  considered,  perhaps  you  ought  to  thank 
the  lenders  that  they  accommodated  you  at  all, 
rather  than  to  curse  them  for  the  terms  they  de* 
manded. 

Mr.  G.  said,  to  a  Government  which  had  thus 
exhibited  an  utter  disregard  of  the  plainest  rules 
of  discretion  andeominon  sense-'-^n  entire  igno- 


rance of  public  poHcy—* who  had  shown  an  iooa* 
paeity  for  all  fiscal  operations,  and  had  delivered 
themselves  and  their  country,  bound  hand  and 
foot,  into  the  iron  grasp  of  money  lenders,  he  was 
totally  unwilling,  nay,  he  thought  it  madness,  to 
trust  unlimited  powers  as  to  further  loans. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  yon  have  rejected  in  Commit" 
tee  a  proposition  to  render  your  taxes  responsible 
for  your  loans,  by  pledging  them  specincally  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  gradual  re- 
demption of  the  principal.  You  are  adopting  the 
same  old  principles,  and  pursuing  tfae  same  old 
course,  which  has  produced  the  evils  of  the  paet 
year.  You  are  again  pledging  the  faith  of  the 
nation,  instead  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  to  ob» 
tain  loans.  The  Secretary  of  tfae  Treasury  has 
told  you,  and  wisely  told  you.  that  this  has  been 
the  cause  of  your  failares — tne  principle  which 
has  destroyed  your  credit  and  ruined  your  finan- 
ces. And  he  has  told  you  that  your  system  must 
be  changed,  or  all  your  efforts  are  hopeless.  Why 
will  you  disregard  his  admonition— an  admoni- 
tion enforced  by  the  most  disastrous  experience? 
By  this  biti  your  President  again  appears  in  the 
money  market,  precisely  as  he  appeared  on  the 
31st  of  last  August ;  can  he  get  money  on  better 
terms  now  than  he  could  then  ?  Nay,  is  not  the 
prospect  darker  and  more  desperate?  And  may 
ne  not,  nay,  will  he  not,  pressed  on  by  the  puhlie 
creditors  and  the  public  necessities,  be  induced  to 
erve  almost  any  premium  rather  than  fgiil  1  Un- 
less his  power  be  limited,  he  will  again  deliver 
the  people  as  tinresisting  victims  to  the  brokers 
and  money  lenders  of  the  nation.  Sir,  to  this  I, 
as  one,  never  will  consent.    Wishing,  as  I  do,  to 

Preserve  the  remnant  of  public  credit ;  anxious  as 
am  to  ^ive  ray  vote  to  provide  for  the  defence 
of  the  soil.  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  in  its  pre»* 
ent  shapei  I  cannot  rote  for  it,  because  I  am 
certain  that  by  it  you  will  obtain  no  money,  but 
on  terms  extortionate,  ruinous,  and  which  wiH 
give  the  last  blow  to  the  expiring  credit  of  the 
nation.  * 

Mr.  Epp£8  said  he  had  no  idea  that  a  larger 
interest  than  eight  per  cent,  would  or  ought  to  be 
given  for  this  money,  and  he  did  not  feel  any  great 
objection  to  the  amendment.  But  he  could  see 
no  reason,  when  this  bill  was  merely  intended  to 
supply  the  amount  sent  to  Europe  lor  sale  of  the 
loan  last  authorized,  why  it  should  be  granted  in 
a  different  form  from  that. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  said  that  gentlemen 
were  mistaken  in  tfae  calculation  of  the  rate  of 
interest  given  by  the  Government  for  the  loans 
lately  negotiated.  They  were  obtained  at  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  win  a  bonus,  payable  when- 
ever the  debt  was  extinguished,  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  on  the  money  loaned.  This  was  demon^ 
strable  by  a  plain  question  in  the  rule  of  three. 
For  example,  the  Government  for  eighty  dollars 
issued  a  scrip  for  one  hundred  bearing  six  per  cent, 
interest.  H,  therefore,  eighty  dollars  gires  six  dol- 
lars of  interest,  one  hundred  dollars  will  give  seven 
dollars  and  a  half,  or  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.  As  » 
to  the  bonus,  if  it  be  divided  on  twelve  and  a  httlf 
years  it  will  make  two  per  cent.,  if  on  twenty-five 
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years  one,  and  if  a  handred,  ooly  oae  fourth  per 
cent.  The  term  of  twei?e  years,  specified  in  the 
contract,  is  a  limitation  of  the  right  of  the  Grov- 
ernment  to  redeem  within  that  period;  not  an 
engagement  to  pay  at  the  expiration  of  it.  It 
was  inserted  at  the  instance  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  stockholders,  who  being  disposed  to  make 
an  investiture  in  the  funds,  preferred  a  deferred 
payment  to  a  speedy  redemption,  for  the  obvious 
reason  that  induces  men  of  wealth  to  prefer  a  bank, 
or  other  moneyed  institution,  with  an  unlimited 
or  extensive  charter  to  any  other,  viz :  that  there 
will  be  no  necessity  for  an  early  re-investiture,  or 
a  loss  by  the  want  of  employment  for  their  capi- 
tal. No  one  will  pretend  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  legally  or  morally  bound  to  repay  the 
capital  advanced  in  twelve  years,  or  in  one  hun- 
dred years,  or  a  hundred  centuries,  provided  it  pays 
punctually  the  accruing  interest.  Such  an  obli- 
gation to  pa]r  in  twelve  years,  would  require  the 
most  oppressive  system  (H  taxation.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  persons  who  loaned  the  last  money 
Co  the  Qovernment  made  the  most  exorbitant 
exactions.  The  state  of  the  country  imperiously 
demanded  money  at  any  price;  and  they  rose 
in  proportion  to  the  pressure.  As  we  were  not 
bound,  he  would  not  pay  ofi*  the  capital  of  that 
debt,  until  every  other  contracted  upon  better 
terms  was  extinguished,  unless  it  was  selling 
under  par  in  the  market,  and  they  would,  in  that 
way,  relinquish  a  portion  of  their  spoils.  This 
cotild  be  done  by  cnanging  the  mode  of  borrow- 
ing, and  instead  of  a  bonus,  increase  the  rate  qf 
interest;  Give,  if  necessary,  eight  per  cent,  as  was 
done  by  a  former  Administration,  for  future  loans, 
and  it  would  be  made  the  duty  of  Government  to 

£iy  them  off  first,  which  was  the  practice  in  re- 
tion  to  the  eight  per  cent,  and  six  per  cent,  stock 
heretofore.  It  would  be  recollected  (Mr.  J.  ob- 
served) that  when  the  old  debt  was  assumed,  a 
large  portion  of  it  was  deferred  and  three  per  cent, 
stock,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
authorized  to  pay  off  those  three  .per  cents,  at 
sixty-ei^ht  dollars  per  centum.  This  was  never 
complamed  of:  the  holders  were  under  no  com- 
pulsion to  take  less  than  cent  per  cent.,  and  if  they 
receive  their  interest  for  ever,  the  contract  of  the 
Government  was  fulfilled.  So,  if  the  present  six 
per  cents  fall  below  par,  there  would  be  immo- 
rality in  employing  agents  to  purchase  them  at 
a  discount.  If  the  principal  were  due,  such  a 
measure  would  be  a  breach  of  faith,  but  until  it 
becomes  payable  there  was  no  impropriety  in 
baying  the  stock  at  market  price ;  and  it  could 
not  be  pretended  that  a  change  of  the  mode  as 
proposed  would  be  derogatory  to  the  spirit  of  the 
exbtiog  contracts.  Among  all  the  objections 
urged  against  the  eight  per  cent,  loans,  no  one 
ever  suggested  this;  and  hence  it  may  be  fairly 
asserted  that  it  would  be  untenable.  Whatever 
might  be  his  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
money  lenders,  Mr.  J.  declared  he  would  faithfully 
perform  the  contract  made  with  them  by  paying 
I  the  interest  on  their  loans  quarter-yearly,  even  if 
it  were  necessary  to  quadruple  the  contemplated 
laxes ;  and  he  expressed  some  surprise  at  the  pre- 


tended solicitude  which  his  remarks  produced  in 
a  certain  quarter,  when  the  sentiment  had  been 
avowed  by  one  of  the  leaders  of  Opposition,  and 
applauded  by  them,  that  the  Federal  party  would 
not  be  bound  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  in- 
curred by  the  Government,  although  they  enter- 
tained no  doubt  of  soon  supplanting  the  men  in 
power.  Mr.  J.  said  these  remarks  were  merely 
incidental  to  the  argument  concerning  the  rate  of 
interest  given.  He  was  of  opinion  that  those  dis- 
advantageous contracts  were  in  a  great  degree 
owing  to  the  spirit  of  opposition,  whereby  the 
capitalists  of  the  country  were  prevented  from 
entering  into  competion  with  the  men  who  con- 
tracted for  the  late  loans,  and  not  to  the  want  of 
confidence  in  the  good  faith  and  ability  of  the 
nation.  As  to  the  pledge  in  the  mode  proposed, 
Mr.  J.  said,  he  had  insuperable  objections.  The 
taxes  designated  were  novel  in  this  country; 
some  of  them  were  very  high,  and  others  were 
denounced  by  the  gentlemen  as  oppressive.  He 
would  not  entail  these  upon  the  people,  and  de- 
prive the  nation  of  the  advantages  which  experi- 
ence might  afford  to  substitute  others  for  them, 
or  if  the  revenue  were  ample  dispense  with  them 
altogether.  It  was  urged,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  the 
money  lenders  require  a  more  solid  security  than 
the  pledge  of  the  national  faith ;  they  prefer  spe- 
cific pledffes,  and  the  case  of  a  mortgage  by  an 
individual  was  mentioned  as  analogous.  Mr*  J. 
said,  that  the  obvious  dissimilarity  consisted  in 
this:  Where  an  individual  executed  a  mortgage, 
he  transferred  all  control  over  his  property  to  a 
third  party,  and  in  default  of  payment,  the  courts 
of  justice  interposed  and  delivered  over  his  pro- 
perty to  the  mortgagee  or  a  purchaser.  Not  so 
with  the  Government;  there  was  no  physieal 
control  vested  in  an  independent  tribunal  to  co- 
erce a  compliance — it  had  only  to  repeal  the  law 
to  defeat  the  security,  and  there  was  no  restraint 
upon  this  power  but  the  moral  sense  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  it  was  said  cannot  be  relied  on. 
Mr.  J.  said  it  was  not  necessary  that  the  faith  of 
the  Government  should  be  pledged,  in  terms,  by 
any  law  or  contract.  The  passage  of  a  law  vest- 
ing a  right,  or  conferring  a  power,  was  a  pledge  in 
fact  that  the  right  should  be  preserved  and  the 
power,  when  executed,  be  irrevocable  and  obliga- 
tory ;  but,  inasmuch  as  that  phraseology  had  been 
used  he  would  not  object  to  it.  With  these  views 
Mr.  J.  said  he  could  not  imagine  that  a  formal 
pledge  of  funds  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the 
Government  was  in  any  case  necessary;  inas- 
much as  the  good  faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged 
to  make  good  its  engagements,  and,  having  never 
been  violated,  it  was  not  suspected  by  any.  Yer,  he 
added,  as  some  gentlemen  argued  differently,  and 
it  might  by  possibility  have  an  infiueace  on  the 
price  of  stock,  he  was  willing  to  vote  for  an 
amendment  whereby  the  taxes  proposed  should 
be  pledged  until  an  equivalent  security  was  sub- 
stituted for  them. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Grosvenor'b  amendment 
was  decided  affirmatively,  as  follows :  For  the 
amendment  59,  against  it  58. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  then  moved  a  fur- 
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ther  amendmeDL  viz :  to  strike  out  the  general 
pledge  of  public  faith  to  make  good  any  deacieney 
ID  the  funds  for  payment  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  this  loan,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  a 
pledge  of  the  proceeds  of  the  direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties  for  that  purpose :  For  the  motion 
41^gainst  it  71. 

The  hill  having  been  further  immaterially 
amended,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 
bill. 

The  House  having  confirmed  the  amount  of 
three  millions  to  be  borrowed,  the  question  offered 
itself  on  the  concurrence  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  in  agreeing  to  Mr.  Grosvbnor's 
amendment;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  demanded  by  Mr.  Gbosvemoju 

On  this  motion  there  arose  a  long  and  desultory 
debate,  in  the  course  of  which  the  motion  was 
^opposed  by  Messrs.  Lownpbs,  Ghoi«80N,  Calt 
BOON,  Wriobt,  and  Kilbouen,  and  supported  by 
the  mover,  and  Messrs.  Hulbbrt,  GA8T0if,  and 
Han0on. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  was  argued,  that  such  a 
limitation  as  was  proposed  was  inexpedient  be- 
cause it  was  unusual ;  because  it  would  have  the 
effect  rather  to  increase  than  limit  the  rate  at 
which  the  loan  could  be  had ;  and  because,  bv  a 
remote  possibility,  it  might  prevent  the  loans  be- 
ing had  at  all,  and  thus,  as  this  loan  was  only  ne* 
cessary  to  meet  the  reimbursement  of  public  debt 
during  this  quarter,  produce  consequences  ruinous 
to  the  public  credit.  Occasion  was  taken  to  rebut 
the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Oakljby  the  other 
day  in  relatiou  to  the  terms  of  the  late  loan,  and 
to  vindicate  in  the  warmest  terms  the  conduct  of. 
the  Executive  in  this  respect.  Occasion  was  also 
taken  to  state  several  factSj  among  which  were 
these :  that  the  interest  which  this  Admioistra- 
tian  had  given  for  money  was  less  than  had  been 
given  by  the  Federal  Administration  under  cir- 
cumstances which  afforded  incomparably  greater 
facility  for  loans;  that  notwithstanding  all  the 
clamors  against  the  credit  of  the  nation,  it  is  now 
better  supported,  by  a  sinking  fund,  ^.,  than  it 
was  in  the  days  when  those  were  in  power  who 
now  decrv  it ;  and  that  the  refusal  of  a  Boston 
bank  lately  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt 
'  in  specie,  arose  from  no  fault  of  the  €k>vernment, 
which  then  had  in  the  vaults  of  that  bank  three 
times  the  amount  which  was  there  due. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  said,  that  the  late 
improvidence  of  the  Administration  made  it  ne> 
cessary  to  provide  such  a  guard  over  their  conduct. 
The  consequence  of  what  he  called  fiscal  gam- 
bling, it  was  said  by  one  speaker^  (Mr.  Hanson,) 
had  been  to  throw  the  country  into  the  arms  of 
speculators ;  to  make  the  Government  the  victim 
of  such  men  as  Jacob  Barker,  who,  it  appeared  by 
the  documents  had  been  unable  to  fulfil  his  en- 
gagements, and  he  believed  that  failure  was 
the  foundation  of  this  loan.  To  insure  the  co- 
operation of  those  who  spoke  thus,  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country,  it  was  said  to  be  necessary 
to  give  some  pLedge  that  the  Government  would 
change  its  course,  and  no  longer  trust  itself  in  the 
hands  of  extortioners,  &c. 


Mr.  Hanson's  remarks  were  as  follows : 
Mr.  H.  observed,  he  now  felt  the  same  reluc- 
tance in  presenting  himself  to  the  Chair  which 
he  alwajrs  felt,  condemning,  as  he  did,  the  exam- 
ple of  daily  aod  constantly,  upon  all  subjects,  con- 
suming the  time,  and  trespassing  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House. 

As  so  much  had  been  said  about  union  and  pat- 
riotism, he  saw  fit  distinctly  to  notice  these  top- 
ics, at  the  same  time  that  he  reprobated  the  course 
about  to  be  adopted  to  relieve  the  Treasury,  some- 
what, in  its  embarrassments.  Mr.  H.  trusted  that 
on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  his  nature  would 
show  itself  to  be  utterly  irreconcilable,  and  his 

Srinciples  openly  at  war.  with  the  meanness,  and 
uplicity  which  would  act  a  part  to  gain  a  name 
for  magnanimity,  and  attract  vulgar  and  insin- 
cere applause  for  patriotism.  Patriotism  !  in  the 
modern  acceptation  of  the  term,  the  very  sound 
was  hateful  and  grating  to  his  ears.  From  the 
day  of  the  first  dawn  ofreason  and  philosophy  in 
France,  the  loudest  (wtriots  in  every  country, 
visited  by  the  revolutionary  mania,  had  alwavs 
been  the  boldest  traitors.  They  were  ever  ready 
to  sellj  for  their  twenty  pieces  of'^sil ver,  themselves 
or  their  country  to  the  highest  bidder.  It  was  the 
brawling  demaj^Pgues  who  drove  the  profitable 
trade  of  patriotism,  and  lived  upon  its  avails,  that 
had  plunged  the  countrv  into  a  wasteful,  bloody, 
and  calamitous  war ;  who  had  brought  upon  the 
country  the  sufferings  and  burdens  which  bowed 
it  down  to  the  very  dust  it  was  biting,  and  jeo- 
pardized its  very  political  existence.  Such  men 
were  the  curse  oi  every  country  that  contained 
them.  It  had  been  well  said,  by  a  moral  essay- 
ist, that  patriotism  had  become  the  last  refuge  of 
a  scoundrel.  From  the  aecusation  of  such  pat- 
riotism he  meant  at  least  to  deliver  himself. 

[Mr.  H.  was  called  to  order  by  a  member,  who 
erroneously  took  to  himself,  particularly,  the  gen- 
eral denunciation  of  the  great  body  of  patriots  in 
the  country.] 

Mr.  H.  would  admit  no  man  in  the  nation  to 
be  before  him  in  an  ardent  desire  to  wovide  the 
means  for  defending  the  country.  The  proper 
course  being  taken  to  effectuate  the  object  which 
all  professed  to  have  at  heart,  he  was  as  anxious 
and  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to  co-operate  in 
the  necessary  measures  to  restore  and  support 

Knblic  credit,  and  resuscitate  the  finances.  Un- 
»s  public  credit  was  revived,  and  the  Treasury 
relieved,  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  defending  the  coun- 
try. Money  was  the  great  sinew  of  war.  With- 
out it  the  invader  could  not  be  repelled,  the  coun- 
try could  not  be  defended.  It  was  mockery  to 
talk  of  defending  the  country,  without  providing 
the  means,  but  that  defence  and  protection  must 
be  extended  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  H.  Was  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to  expose 
his  person  and  spill  his  blood  in  defence  of  hiii 
country  ;  could  he,  then,  be  disposed  to  withhold 
money  for  the  same  purpose?  Life  and  treasure 
were  not  to  be  weighed  against  each  other.  He 
would  vote  for  the  loan,  provided  gentlemen  would 
not  continue  to  disregard  and  set  at  naught  the  estab- 
lished maxims  of  all  well  regulated  Governments. 
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If  they^  woQid  not  set  experience  At  defiance,  and 
treat  with  concempt  its  lessons  so  dearlf  bought, 
bat  would  follow  the  counsels  of  wisdom,  his 
hearty  support  was  already  pledged.  Bat  if  they 
persisted  in  a  downward  course  of  desperate  fis- 
oal  gambling,  subjecting  themselves  to  be  preyed 
upon  by  harpies,  speculators,  and  usurers,  it  was 
impossible,  without  an  abandonment  of  the  most 
sacred  duties,  to  give  any  countenance  to  their 
measures.  The  inevitable  consequence  of  such  a 
coarse  was  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  for  already  was 
tiie  credit  of  the  Government  no  better  than  that 
of  Jacob  Barker^s  himself,  with  which  it  had  been 
identified.  It  appeared  by  the  late  Secretary's 
report,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  that 
there  was  a  defalcation  on  the  part  of  some  one 
of  the  contractors  for  the  ten  mtliion  loan  to  an 
immense  amount,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that 
the  said  Barker  wns  the  defaulter  referred  to,  al- 
though the  Secretary  had  not  mentioned  his  name. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  placed  in  a  most  painful 
aitualion.  Understanding  that  the  system  of 
finance,  which  had  brought  so  much  distress  and 
dissrace  upon  the  countrv,  was  to  be  abandoned, 
and  that  gentlemen  had  oeen  at  last  brought  to 
consent  to  resort  to  the  fundamental  maxims  of 
finance,  which  forbid  the  creation  of  debt  with- 
out providing  and  pledging  the  means  of  pay- 
ment, he  had  voted  for  the  highest  rate  of  taxes. 
He  had  done  so  under  the  fullest  persuasion,  he 
might  say  an  assurance,  that  the  taxes  were  to 
be  specineally  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  the  ultimate  reimbursement  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt.  He  had  done  so 
under  the  belief  that  the  sponge  was  to  be  applied. 
to  the  system  of  finance  hitherto  relied  on ;  that 
we  were  all  prepared  to  rub  oat  and  begin  anew, 
having  the  benefit  of  experience  to  steer  us  clear 
of  the  shoals  and  rocks  upon  which  the  vessel  of 
-State  had  been  so  near  bilging, 

Mr.  H.  hoped  that  the  limitation  of  interest 
moved  by  his  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Qnoa- 
▼EMOR,)  would  be  adopted.  He  haa  no  doubt 
that  the  money  could  be  had  upon  more  advan- 
tageous terms  if  security  was  given,  by  pledging 
the  public  fands  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  bat 
after  the  experience  we  had  had  of  the  profusion 
and  profii|pey  introdaeed  into  the  Treasury  De- 
partment in  the  loan  nej^tiattons,  there  could  be 
no  reliance  on  the  Admtniateatioa  to  obtain  loans 
opoB  better  terms ;  they  shoaid,  therefore,  be  re*- 
stricted  in  the  interest  to  be  given.  So  extreme- 
ly anxiotis  was  Mr.  H.  to  place  the  country  in  the 
best  possible  poetiire  of  defence,  in  the  hope  that 
the  nation  might  yet  be  saved,  and  to  take  from 
those  who  are  responsible  for  its  preservation  aad 
safety  all  pretexts  for  shifting  the  blame  upon 
other  shoulders,  that  he  would  still  vote  for  the 
bill  if  the  amendment  failed,  as  it  was  pretty  evi- 
dent it  would  do«  But  aithoagh  the  rejection  of 
that  amendment  did  not  present  an  insarmoant«- 
aUe  difficulty,  should  the  House  refuse  to  accept 
the  amendment  moved  by  his  friend  next  to  him. 
(Mr.  Oaklbt,)  in  Committee,  Mr.  H.  could  not 
in  his  conscience  vote  for  the  bill.  He  could  not 
bring  himself  to  sanction  a  vicious,  roinous,  sya- 


tern,  which  had  been  theeaose  of  all  our  financial 
embarrassmenis  and  disgrace.  Why,  after  the 
fatal  experience  we  had  had  of  the  futility  of  all 
attempts  to  borrow  money  upon  reasonable  terms, 
wi  tbout  pledging  something  more  substantial  than 
the  pablic  faith  tor  its  repayment,  and  the  punctoal 
discharge  of  the  interest,  persist  in  the  old  plan  of 
expedients,  of  living  from  hand  to  mouth,  of 
squandering  all  to-day  and  letting  to-morrow  pro* 
vide  for  itself.  Why  persist  in  a  system  which 
can  eventuate  in  nothing  but  ruin?  Was  the 
mere  pride  of  opinion  to  stand  between  the  coun- 
try and  its  defence— probably  its  salvation  I  He 
hazarded  nothing  in  saying  that  the  loan  wonid 
fail,  or  be  obtained  upon  the  most  ruinous  terms, 
unless  something  more  substantial  than  the  moral 
sense  of  the  nation  was  pledged  as  security.  That 
moral  sense  was  the  reliance  for  the  former  loans, 
and  it  was  now  thirty  per  cent,  below  par;  yes, 
the  moral  sense  of  the  nation  had  depreciated  90 
per  cent,  since  the  last  session  of  CooAress.. 

He,  Mr.  H.,  was  the  more  surprised  at  the  de» 
termination  of  gentlemen  to  go  into  the  market 
to  borrow  three  millions  of  dollarS)  without  offer- 
ing any  new  induoenaent,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
refusing  to  give  security  when  they  have  13  mil- 
lions of  the  25  million  loan  still  on  hand,  and  for 
which  there  had  been  no  bid.  His  surprise  was 
the  more  excited  at  the  determination  of  gentle- 
men to  adhere  to  the  old  plan  of  finaneci  when 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  avowed  that  the  money  to  be 
borrowed  was  to  pay  the  inierest  of  the  nublic 
debt  which  fell  due  the  present  quarter.  It  such 
was  the  important  and  indispensable  uses  to  which 
it  was  to  be  applied,  how  could  gentlemen  recon- 
cile it  to  good  conscience  and  duty  to  hesitate  to 
give  the  pledge  and  secnrity  which  would  insure 
success,  when,  by  refusing  it,  everything  was  pat 
at  hazard.  Anxious  as  Mr.  H.  was  to  demon^ 
strate,  in  everv  way,  his  ardent  desire  to  revive 
and  sustain  public  credit,  which  was  inseparably 
connected  with  the  national  defence,  be  could  not, 
in  any  way,  countenance  the  system  which  it 
seemed  was  to  "be  persiRted  in,  let  the  coasequenae 
be  what  it  might.  The  great  object  to  be  accom- 
plished, was  to  restore  confidence  in  the  ability 
and  efficiency  of  the  national  finainees^  which  was 
only  to  be  done  by  aa  adequate  provisioa  for  the 
wants  x)f  Qovernment,  and  pledgiaig  tha  public 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  andvedemp- 
tion  of  the  principal  of  the  publte  debt.  PuUic 
-credit  was  a  sentiment;  like  nwtters  of  faith,  it  ^ 
was  a  thing  not  to  be  reasoned  about.  If  gentietnen 
expected  to  restore  public  confidcaoe,  and  thereby 
recover  public  credit,  they  rauat  abandon  at  once, 
and  forever^  their  old  shilts  and  expedients  adopt- 
ed with  a  single  view  to  their  pop>ularity. 

He  again  reminded  the  House  that  the  system 
they  seemed  disposed  to  persevere  in,  could  re- 
solt  in  nothing  but  disappointment  and  disgrace 
to  tbemselves,  and  injury  to  the  country.  Was 
everything  to  be  sacrificed,  even  our  political  ex- 
istence, to  the  pride  of  opinion  ?  It  would  not  be 
amiss  to  embrace  the  present  occasion  to  remind 
gentlemen,  that  the  minority  had  ever  protaited 
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against  the  system  of  fiaance  which  had  indueed 
tE«  embarrassmeots  the  Treasury  labored  under. 
Thev  clearly  foresaw,  and  distinctly  and  re- 
peatedly foretold;  its  fatal  consequence.  They 
opposea  the  war  in  all  its  approaches,  in  all  its 
parts,  and  in  every  stage  of  it.  They  had  con- 
stantly held  up  to  view  the  enormous  expendi- 
tures to  which  it  would  subject  the  country.^ 
They  had  pointed  out  the  manner  ia  which  the 
general  measures  of  Governmeni  would  destroy 
Uie  revenue  and  resources  of  the  country*  They 
luiew,  and  declared,  whenever  an  opportunity 
occurred,  that  loans  after  loans  must  be  resorted 
to,  and  that  loans  could  not  be  had  except  upon 
,  the  most  ruinous  term5,  unless  general  confi- 
dence was  produced  in  the  ability  and  efficiency 
of  the  national  finances,  and  that  th&  finances 
could  not  have  a  solid  basis  without  an  efficient 
and  permanent  system  of  taxation.  The  Con- 
gress was  conjured  not  to  declare  war.  The  most 
conspicuous  men  of  the  majority  admitted  thai 
war  ought  not  to  be  declared,  unless  gentlemen 
were  prepared  to  enact  such  a  system.  The  fatal 
step  being  taken,  its.  authors  were  admonished, 
warned^  not  to  reply  upon  loans  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  without  laying  a  broad  and 
solid  foundation  for  the  finances.  The  inevita- 
ble fatal  consequences  of  such  a  reliance,  were 
predicted.  From  your  pen,  and  from  your  lips, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  H.,  pointing;  to  the  Speaker,)  pro- 
ceeded the  same  admonitioiu  and  predictions. 
We,  difierently  situated  from  you,  str,  enjoying 
as  you  do,  the  rare  and  singular  felicity  of  unit- 
ing the  confidence  of  a  majority  of  all  parties, 
we  did  not  escape  suspicioa  and  censure.  We 
were  accused  of  predicting  what  we  secretly 
labored  to  realize,  the  greatest  national  calamity, 
aa  explosion  oi  public  credit.  It  is  to  be  lamen  ted 
%hiU  ycNU  advice  and  our  predietioiKB  were  re- 
|rardeia  as  worthy  only  of  scoff  and  crimioatioiL 
We  wtce  both  supported  at  the  time  by  the  eon- 
eufveni  opinions  of  all  the  ealigbtened  hmq  of 
the^eooncty,  aAd  the  suhsequeot  expoeiitioef  and 
ad'viceof  two  successive  iMids  of  tbe  Treasury 
DeperHnent  corroborate  v^4  esiabllsh  the  sound- 
ness of  our  opinions.  But  pevty  prejvdlee  and 
the  pride  of  opinion  is  not  to  be  affected  by  argu- 
ment; There  is  but  one  school,  the  teacher  in 
which^is  iSxperience,  where  the  intellects  of  some 
men  can  be  illuminated. 

Mr.  H.  incidentally  noticed  the  reference  of  Mr. 
B.PJPE9  to  the  difficulties  which  arose  in  relation 
tp  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt 
due  in  one  section  of  the  couAlry.  Mr.  Efpss 
laid  the  blam^  of  the  defalcation  to  a  Boston 
bank.  Mr«  H,  said,  the  eirovmstaacea  ia  relation 
to  the  deiauli  of  the  bank  alladed  toi,  were  too 
well  established  and  knowa  ta  admit  of  any  oaia- 
understanding  or  delusion.  Ia  conformity  to  the 
settled  system  of  favoritism,  the  Gerrymander 
State  Bank  had  been  selected  by  Qovernment  as 
most  worthy  of  its  confidence  and  patronage.  If 
that  bank,  the  cireumsiaoces  attending  the  crea- 
tion of  which  were  so  well  known,  was  the  only 
one  in  Boston  unable  to  coniioue  its  payments  in 
specie,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  properly  attach- 


ing the  blame  of  the  failure  to  meet  the  public 
engagements. 

Mr.  H.  reiterated  the  declaration  of  his  readi* 
ness  toco-operate  in  every  practical  and  effectual 
effort  to  revive  public  credit.  He  had  only  to 
repeat  his  sincere  regret  that  gentlemen  in  the 
majority  bad  not  brought  their  minds  to  adopt 
the  only  measure  that  could  accomplish  the  all- 
important  and  desirable  object.  It  was  their  re^ 
fusal  to  come  at  once  to  the  determination  which 
they  must  at  last  come  to^  if  public  credit  was 
ever  to  be  recovered,  that  placed  him  in  bis  pre- 
sent painful  situation.  After  the  pledge  wJiich 
he  had  given,  by  his  vote  for  all  the  tax  resolu- 
tions, he  might  appear  inconsistent  in  voting 
against  a  loan  which  was  declared  to  be  indis- 
pensable for  the  public  service,  but  it  was  impoe- 
sible  for  him  to  sanction  what  he  had  always 
pronounced  to  be  a  system  of  desperate  financial 
gambling.  Suppose,  said  he,  an  individual  re* 
duced  b^  extravagance,  gaming  and  improvident 
speculations,  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  were  to  call 
upon  his  family  and  friends  to  extricate  him  from 
his.  difficulties.  Could  they  be  expected  to  give 
him. assistance  unless  he  promised  to  forsake  and 
reneutice  his  ruinous  courses,  and  no  more  pursue 
his  pernicious  praeticea?  Could  thay  be  expect- 
ed«  without  such  a  promiset  and  the  more  upon 
bit  positive  refusal,  to  give  such  a  promise--^<Hild 
they  be  expected,  to  supply  him  with  the  means 
of  cenliiMriBg  his  dissolute  and  riotous,  cousae  of 
life,  and  thus  waste  their  own  substance  without 
afibrding  any  lastinff  relief  to  htm  ?  The  mis- 
taken zeal  of  friendship,  and  the  blind  excess  of 
affection,  sometimes  betrayed  individuals  in  pri- 
vate life  into  such  acta  of  folly,  and  they  have 
become  partners  in  the  ruin  and  sorrow  of  their 
friends  and  relatives.  But  public  men,  who  had 
in  charge  the  happiness  and  destiny  of  a  peo^e, 
must  hush  and  subdue  the  feelings  of  weakness 
springing  from  the  frail  nature  of  man.  Not  jpener- 
Qsity,  but  the  fixed  punoiplesof  right  and  justice 
they  were  bound  to  regard.  When  was  it,  said  Mt. 
H.,  that  the  prodigal  son  was  received  again  iuto 
the  paternal  mansion  ?  It  was  when  he  had  for- 
saken hia  evil  waya,  abandoned  his  riotous  course 
of  life,  and  returned  to  the  paths  of  prudenee  and 
of  doty* 

If  gentlemen  were  not  sufficiently  instructed  ia 
the  Mhool  of  experience,  aa.  to  agree  to  abandon 
their  political  system  generally,  they  had  only  to 
give  up  their  vicious  destructive  system  of  fiuaaee, 
to  inaure  a  cordial  concurrence  in  the  necessef  y 
measures  to  build  up  the  dilapidated  credit  of 
the  nation  upon  a  new  and  solid  foundation.  To 
do  this,  nothing  more  was  required  but  to  recur 
to  the  example,  the  principles  and  system  of  their 
predecessors  in  power*  There  were  two  roads 
leading  to  prosperity  and  adversity,  one  to  the 
right  the  other  to  the  left.  We  had  travelled  tbe 
wrong  road  for  fourteen  years,  and  had  gone  an 
immense  distance,  but  the  shortest  way  to  get 
right  was  to  go  back  to  where  we  started.  It 
was  the  only  sure  mode  of  arriving  at  the  goal 
we  all  professed  to  aim  for,  the  safety,  honor,  and 
prosperity  of  the  nation. 
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The  qaestion  on  concarrence  in  the  amend- 
ment  was  then  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  51, 
nays  97,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cham- 
pton,  CiUey,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Gas- 
ton, Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Mose- 
1^,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed, 
wUliam  ReedfRuggles,  Bchureman,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stnrges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton«  White  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson.  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Condkt,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Le&rts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  ameodment  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  rejected  by  the  Hoase. 

Mr.  OAKLsr,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion he  had  made  in  committee  to  pledge  specifi- 
cally the  proceeds  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal 
duties  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  loan. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  Mr. 
Oakley  so  modified  his  motion  as  to  embrace 
also  a  pledge  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  ton- 
naire. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Bppbs,  and  Mr. 
Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Hanson,  Wright.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Rich,  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Rich  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Oakley,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
extend^  the  pledge  to  such  part  of  the  loan  of 
twenty-five  millions  as  remains  uncontracted  for. 

Mr.  Oakley  objected  to  this  amendment  be- 
cause it  would  have  a  retro-active  operation,  in 
consequence  of  the  terms  of  the  ten  million  loan, 
by  which  the  contractors  were  to  have  the  most 
advantageous  terms  which  might  be  allowed  to 
the  lenders  of  the  remainder  of  the  twenty-Are 
million  loan. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Rich  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Oakley  was  then  further 
opposed  by  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  of  Virginia,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Gas- 
ton, and  the  mover.  | 


This  motion  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that 
to  adopt  it  would  place  this  loan  on  a  footing 
different  from  any  other;  that  it  was  unnecessary, 
because  the  funds  already  established  were  abund- 
aotly  sufficient  to  redeem  the  public  debt,  and  be- 
cause the  Sinking  Fund  was  about  to  be  re-organ- 
ized so  as  to  be  more  active  in  its  operation.  In 
allusion  to  the  argument  of  the  mover  of  this 
motion,  and  his  friends,  on  the  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  Seat  of  Qovernment,  it  was  said, 
rather  iocosely  than  seriouslv,  that  it  would  be 
perfectly  unimportant  to  estaolish  such  a  i)ied^e, 
because  pledges  hj  one  Congress  are  not  binding 
on  another,  l^ing  at  any  moment  liable  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

The  motion  was  warmly  supported,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  expedient  to  place  the  credit 
of  the  Gh>vernment  in  future  loans  on  such  a 
broad,  visible  basis  as  should  satisfv  the  most 
scrupulous  lender  of  the  security  of  his  money ; 
that  it  was  the  want  of  such  a  oasis  which  had 
interposed  a  difficulty  in  the  obtaining  former 
loans  I  that  the  loans  so  obtained  ought  not  to  be 
placed  on  a  par  with  future  loans,  obtained  on 
terms  more  favorable  to  the  Government;  that 
the  sponge  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  old  system 
of  finance,  and  a  new,  better,  and  more  durable 
system  substituted  for  it;  of  which  the  provision 
proposed  in  this  motion'  should  constitute  a  fea- 
ture. 

Mr.  Oakley's  motion  was  negatived — for  it  37, 
against  it  87,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Archer,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Duvall,  Farrow,  Gaston, 
Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Seybert, 
Sherwood,  Skinner,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  White, 
and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbovr,  Bard,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  ManachUsettSy 
Bowen,  Bradbiuy,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Caanoii, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condiet,  Conszd,  Craw- 
ibrd,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwrn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hawkms,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford, 
Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia* 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kershaw,  Kfiboom, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mo- 
Coy,  McKim,  McLean,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  I^tkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Bea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
son, Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


Monday,  October  31. 
Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Connecticut 
Benjamin  Tallmadqb,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 
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H.  OP  R. 


Oa  motioa  of  Mr.  Joaiisoif,  of  Kentucky, 

BetohetL  That  the  Comaiinee  oo  Peasioasaad 
Befolotioaary  Claims  be  directed  to  inquire  id  to 
the  expediency  of  allowing  Captain  Richard 
Taylor,  senior,  his  claims  for  medical  aid  for  his 
wounds  received  in  the  ReTolntioD,  commutation 
of  half  pay,  and  a  pension  from  the  United  States, 
1b  addition  to  the  one  r^eired  from  the  State  of 
Virffinia. 

Mr.  EPPB8,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  btU  for  author- 
ising the  Secretary  of  State,  dnring  the  coBtinn- 
aaee  of  the  present  war,  to  si  to  addittoaal  corn- 
peoeatioQ  to  masters  of  reseels  for  bringiag  home 
destitute  Bad  distressed  American  seamen  from 
abroad ;  which  was  read^  and  eouMnitted. 

Mr.  £.  also  reported  a  bill  for  therelief  of  John 
Castilie ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  B.  also  made  an  unlavomble  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  H.  Beasley  and  others;  which 
wee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FiSK,  of  Vermont,  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for 
fortber  examination. 

The  joint  re8olQtion,.i>Sered  by  Mr.  Cloptok^ 
of  Virginia,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the  President,  and  request  him  to  ap- 
point a  day  of  pablic  humility,  ustiog,  and  pray- 
ef,  was  aUio  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
readiag^and  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Joshsor,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  directed  to  iue 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  granliog  to  Anthony 
Stiaae,  (a  half*breed  ladian  who  has  performed 
eminent  services  to  the  United  States,)  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  three  haodred  aad  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  at  a  place  on 
Su  Mary's  rirer,  known  by  the  naoM  of  Shane's 
Crossing ;  aad  lea  to  was  given  to  them  to  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  oi  dollars,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  without  debate  or 
division,  though  aot  without  opposition. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Joseph  Forrest,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  and  was  con- 
cBncd  in  by  the  Hoase. 

A  bill  was  received  iiom  the  Senate,  entitled 
^  An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  ves- 
stis  therein  described."  [The  bill  provides  for 
the  fooilding  or  purchase  and  employment  of  any 
immber  not  exceeding  twenty  vessels,  to  carry 
not  less  then  eight  nor  more  than  fourteen  guns.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  William  Rbbb,  the  House 

Eroceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
y  him  on  the  28th  instant,  and  the  same  being 
again  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  William 
RBBO,to  amend  his  said  motion,  by  striking  out 
from  the  word  '*  war,"  to  the  end  thereof,  and  to 
insert  the  following  words : 

^  Which  have  since  that  time  been  commissioned  for 
service,  designating  the  names  and  forc^,  with  the 
namber  of  oOesrs  and  men  attached  to  each,  end  the 
19til  Cqn.  3d  Sxss.— 17 


present  condition  of  these  vessels ;  and  if  sny  esssft- 
tial  change  hss  been  msde  in  tfny  of  them  during  thst 
time ;  slso.  the  namber  of  vessels  that  have  been  added 
to  the  force  on  the  Atlantic  under  authority  of  the  laws 
of  Xd  of  Janaary  aad  Sd  of  March,  1813 ;  and  if  those 
laws  have  not  been  fally  ezeented,  the  progress  that 
has  been  made,  and  the  eaases  that  have  prevenlsd 
their  entire  ezecntion." 

The  adoption  of  this  resolution  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Pleasants  of  Virginia,  and  Retea  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  supported  by  the  mover;  but  finally 
rejected  by  the  following  vote:  For  the  motioa 
52,  against  it  ($8. 

PETITION  OF  REBECCA  HODGSON. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hod|f- 
son ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  on  the  14th  day  of  August,  1800,  Joseph  Hodg* 
son,  then  of  the  City  of  Wsshington,  leased,  by  deedt 
for  the  term  of  eight  monthly  to  Samuel  Dexter,  as  8eo- 
retary  of  War,  a  tenement  in  the  said  city,  to  be  o<v 
capied  for  the  term  aforesaid,  as  the  War  Office.  In 
consideration  of  which  occupation  and  use,  he  was  to 
give  the  sum  of  fiiur  hundred  doUass,  which  hss  beea 
paid  and  satisfied  to  the  intestate  of  the  petitioner.  In 
the  lease,  Mr.  Dexter  covenants  for  himself  and  hk 
successors  in  office,  **  that  he  or  they  shall  aad  will,  al 
all  times  daring  the  ssid  term,  keep,  or  cause  lo  bo 
kept,  in  good  and  sufficient  repair  the  said  deastsed 
premises,  inevitable  casualties  and  ordinaiy  decay  a»* 
cepted,  and  the  same  so  well  and  sufficiently  k^  in 
repair,  shall  and  will,  at  the  end  of  the  said  tsrm,  yisM 
and  Borrender  up  to  him,  the  said  Joeepb  Hodgson." 
Mr.  Dexter  immediately  took  possession  of  the  teas- 
meat,  under  the  contrsct,  and  occupied  the  saoie  as 
the  War  Office,  until  the  8th  of  November.  foUowing, 
when,  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  it  was  consussed  by 
fire.  The  petitioner  is  the  legal  representative  of  i^ 
seph  Hodgson,  snd  prays  of  Congress  such  eompenea* 
tion  as  the  circumstances  of  her  case  merit. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  merits  of  this  claim«  the 
first  question  that  presented  itself  to  the  coaiaiiltee> 
was,  in  what  manner  vraa  the  fire  communicated  to  Iha 
house  1  Wss  it  by  negligence  or  inattention  te  dotjr 
on  the  part  of  the  officer  or  his  servants,  or  wss  itftem 
some  other  cause  not  within  his  or  their  ooatrol  ?  It 
would  seem,  from  the  evidence  of  the  petitioner,  that 
she  alleges  the  fire  was  conminnicated  by  deaiga,  wiA 
a  criminal  intentioa  to  destroy  the  house  sod  the  pub* 
lie  papers  contained  in  it,  by  some  person  employed  .bx 
the  War  Department. 

It  is  also  alleged,  that  the  fire  was  communirated 
from  an  adjoining  building,  belonging  to^  and  then  in 
possession  o^  a  Mr.  Jackson.  It  is  not  pretended  1^ 
the  petitioner  that  the  house  wss  burnt  by  any  negh* 
gence  or  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  lessor,  or  bis 
servants  or  clerks ;  indeed,  the  evidence  is  dear  and 
satisfactory,  that  the  room  in  which  it  is  alleged  by  tbe 
petitioner  the  fire  originated,  had  not  been  used,  nor 
fire  made  in  it,  for  several  weeks  previous  to  the  de- 
struction. 

Your  committee  have  diligently  examined  the  cir- 
cumstances offered  in  evidence,  snd  sre  of  opinion  the 
fire  was  communicated  from  the  fire-place  of  Jackson's 
house,  and  in  this  they  concur  in  opinion  with  s  com- 
mittee appointed  hj  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
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F^inraarj,  1801,  to  investigate  the  causee  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  War  Office,  and  alio  with  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  this  petition  was  referred  at  the  last  see- 
non  of  Congress. 

Assuming,  then,  as  an  established  fact,  that  the  fire 
wss  communicated  from  Jackeon's  house  to  the  War 
Office,  the  question  arises,  was  the  destruction  such  as 
would  exonerate  the  lessor  from  his  undertaking  to 
surrender  the  premises  at  the  end  of  the  term,  accord- 
ing to  the  conditions  of  the  contract  1  This  question 
involves  the  meaning  of  the  term  **  inevitable  casual- 
ties." It  is  believed  that  writers  upon  law  define  it  to 
be  those  accidents  which  happen  hy  the  act  of  God ; 
•uch  as  destruction  by  lightning,  tempest,  or  floods;  or 
•uch  as  are  produced  by  a  public  enemy ;  or  such  as 
happen  without  any  design  or  negligence,  and  such  as 
human  foresight  and  prudence  could  not  prevent  or 
control.  A  iie  which  produces  the  destruction  of  a 
house,  under  circumstances  like  the  present  case,  is 
•aid,  by  the  distinguished  author  upon  the  law  of  bail- 
ments, to  be  an  ineTitable  misfortune,  an  inevitable 
accident  It  is  therefore  believed  that,  if  the  fact  be 
considered  as  established,  that  the  fire  proceeded  from 
the  house  of  Jackson,  the  United  States  are  not  liable 
Co  the  petitioner  under  the  coTenont 

It  is  not  believed,  however,  by  the  committee,  that 
the  United  States  are  liable,  considering  the  claim  of 
the  petitioner  upon  the  principle  she  places  it.  It  is 
attempted  to  be  shown  by  her  that  the  fire  originated 
by  design,  with  a  criminal  intention  to  destroy  the 
house  and  the  public  papers,  either  by  some  person 
employed  in  the  office,  or  some  other  incendiary.  If 
it  was  destroyed  by  the  former,  the  GoTernment  can- 
pot  be  considered  liable ;  the  principal  who  employs 
the  agent  is  liable  for  injuries  sustained  by  his  negli- 
gence or  omission  of  duty,  but  not  for  the  commission 
of  his  crimes. 

If  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  Government,  in  his  offi- 
cial capacity,  does  an  injury  to  an  individual,  by  neg- 
lecting to  do  that  which  a  man  ordinarily  attentive  to  his 
own  business  would  have  done,  it  is  believed  the  Gov- 
ernment ought,  perhaps,  to  be  liable ;  but  if  one  who 
happens  to  be  in  public  employment  commits  acts 
felonious  in  themselves,  in  consequence  of  which  an 
injury  accrues  to  third  persons,  it  is  not  believed  the 
■Government  is  liable.  If  the  fire  was  communicated 
by  the  latter,  the  act  itself  would  be  highly  criminal  in 
the  individual,  and  for  which  he  might  be  punished  by 
the  criminal  law  of  the  country.  But  it  is  believed 
that  the  dvil  injury  would  be  merged  in  the  felony; 
and  it  is  considered  doubtful,  at  least,  whether  he,  if 
discovered,  would  be  liable  for  the  civil  injury ;  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  Government  would 
not 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that, 
if  an  individual  stood  in  the  place  of  the  Government 
in  this  case,  the  petitioner,  fi-om  her  own  showing, 
would  be  without  any  remedy  against  him ;  and  they 
conceive  that  the  rule  applicable  to  the  case  of  indi- 
viduals is  the  best  to  adopt  between  the  Government 
and  individuals ;  they  are  of  opinion  that  sound  prin- 
ciples of  policy  and  justice  require  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  be  disallowed ;  they  therefore  recommend 
Co  the  House  the  following  resolution : 

Resohtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

SUSPENSION  OP  DIRECT  TAX,  Ac 
Mr.  WiLBON,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  con- 
sideration the  following  reaolatioik : 


Sesohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  suspending  the  collec* 
tion  of  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  in  those  districts 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  are  in  possession 
of  the  enemy. 

The  House  agreed,  62  to  47,  now  to  consider 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  who  had  voted  for 
the  consideration  of  the  resolniioo,  desired  that 
the  ffentleman  would  sfate  his  object. 

Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  the  enemy,  having  pos- 
session of  Bastport  and  Castine,  thus  possessed 
the  command  of  territory  which  belonged  to  two 
collection  districts ;  one  of  the  collectors  of  which 
resided  within  the  territory  thus  occapied,  and 
the  other  just  wi  tbout  it,  although  fi  ve-stxths  of  the 
territory  attached  to  his  district  was  in  possession 
of  the  enemy.  It  was  the  duty  of  chose  eol lect- 
ors, according  to  law,  to  proceed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties.  These  duties,  the  British  Gor- 
ernor,  Sherbrooke,  as  gentlemen  had,  no  doubt, 
seen  in  the  public  papers,  had  required  the  col- 
lectors to  pay  over  to  his  officers  established  at 
Castine  or  Eastport;  and  with  this  requisition 
the  collectors  must  comply,  or  suffer  coofiscation 
of  their  property ;  on  the  other  hand,  they  would 
violate,  their  duty,  according  to  law,  if  they  did 
not  proceed  in  their  collection.  He  wished  to 
relieve  them  from  this  disagreeable  alternative, 
and  to  pot  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  tax  the  people  through  the  interven- 
tion of  American  officers. 

Mr.  WaroHT,  of  Maryland,  said,  there  was  no 
novelty  in  this  proposition,  as  precedents  might 
be  found  for  it  in  the  Journals  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress. Whenever  a  district  was  in  f)ossession  of 
the  enemy,  some  provision  of  this  kind  ought  to 
be  interposed  to  relieve  the  people  as  well  as  the 
collectors.  Mr.  W.  was  for  doiog  equal  justice 
to  all;  for  considering  the  people  of  all  parts  of 
the  Union  as  one  great  family — and^  in  regard  to 
this  question,  he  was  willing  to  begin  with  Mas- 
sachusetts, anything  in  her  denunciations  of  the 
General  Government  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  from  Mr* 
Wilson,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to— 79  to  42. 


TassDAT,  November  1. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  papers  lost  or  destroyed  from  the 
Treasury  in  consequence  of  the  incursion  of  the 
enemy  on  the  24th  day  of  August  last ;  whereby 
it  appears  that  no  papers  essential  to  the  adjust- 
ment of  pending  accounts,  or  of  material  value, 
were  lost  or  destroyed. 

The  resolution  ^^  requesting  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  recommend  a  day  of  public 
humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Colombian  Mann- 
facturing  Comnaoy  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  oeiog  called  up  by  Mr.  Kent,  of 
Maryland,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
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Wbole,  ftftd  iheDy  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wbbstbr,  of 
New  Hampshire,  was  recommitted  to  the  District 
Committee. 

THE  FLOTILLA  MEN. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  allowing  compensation  to  Commodore 
Barney's  officers  and  men,  for  the  loss  of  their 
clothinsr,  &c. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  took  occasion  to 
read  the  following  letter  he  had  received  from 
Commodore  Barney  since  this  subject  was  last 
under  consideration : 

Baltimobx,  October  30,  1814. 

8ia :  It  wa«  not  until  this  morning  that  I  saw  a 
short  sketch  of  the  debate  on  the  *<  flotilla  biU."  I 
was  much  surprised  at  what  was  said  on  that  oacasion ; 
for  it  is  well  known  when  orders  were  given  to  blow 
up  the  flotilla,  that  the  enemy  were  firing  upon  them 
fiom  forty  barges  with  cannon  and  rockets,  and  had 
landed  a  body  of  marines  at  Pig  Point,  within  a  mile 
of  the  flotilla.  The  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  me  were,  to  keep  the  flotilla  above  the  enemy, 
and  if  they  attempted  to  march  for  Washington,  to  Isnd 
my  men,  leaving  sufficient  to  destroy  the  flotilla  if  at- 
tMked.  On  Sunday  21«t  of  August,  finding  the  en- 
emy on  the  road  to  the  Wood  Yard,  direct  for  Wash- 
ington, I  landed  upwards  of  four  hundred  men,  leaving 
only  eight  men  in  each  barge  to  take  care  of  them  or 
destroy  them  as  the  case  might  be,  but  by  no  means 
to  sofler  them  to  foH  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ; 
most  of  the  baggage  and  all  the  bedding  of  the  men 
which  were  landed  was  left  on  board,  not  wishing  to 
encumber  my  men  with  much  baggage.  On  Monday 
morning  the  22d,  we  joined  the  Army  at  the  Wood 
Yard,  where  I  found  the  marine  corps  and  five  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
had  had  the  precaution  to  send  forward  from  Wash- 
ington and  place  under  my  command.  I  need  not  re- 
late our  services  afterwards ;  but  when  the  flotilla  was 
blown  up,  we,  and  not  the  enemy,  "  were  a  day's  march 
from  it"— of  course  could  not  save  the  baggage.  So  far 
firom  being  able  to  get  « further  up  the  river,"  as  was 
said,  the  vessels  were  aground  and 'blown  up  in  that 
situation ;  and  as  to  having  time  to  save  the  baggage, 
so  contrary  is  the  truth,  that  several  of  the  men  were 
taken  prisoners  in  the  act  of  destroying  the  flotilla,  and 
akin  remain  so.  Mueh  more  might  be  said  on  this  sub- 
joct,  but  the  Winter  coming  on  imperiously  calls  for 
aome  assisfeanee  to  these  unfortunate  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc, 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 

Hon.  Mr.  P&basavvs. 

The  amendment  pending  when  this  subject 
was  last  before  the  House,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson,  the  word 
''officers"  was  stricken  oat  of  the  bill-— 53  to  47. 
His  reason  was,  that  it  would  set  a  bad  precedent 
for  remuneration  of  officers  in  other  cases  where 
they  should  lose  baggage,  which  frequently  oc- 
curred. 

The  bill  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 


Wednbsday,  November  2. 
A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  New  Jersey, 
Tbomas  Bimm,  elected  in  the  place  of  Jacob 


Hufty,  deceased,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Farhow,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Chester  district, 
South  Carolina,  remonstrating  against  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath| 
which  they  consider  as  injurious  to  the  morals 
and  civil  welfare  of  the  people. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to 
whom  like  petitions  from  other  quarters  have 
been  referred. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petty  officers  and 
seamen  under  the  command  ot  Captain  Joshua 
Barney,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

BOUNTY  TO  PRIVATEERS. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoH,  of  Louisiana,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

BeBohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  a 
bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  privateers, 
for  the  vesseb  of  the  enemy  destroyed  at  sea»  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  R.  stated  his  object,  in  moving  this  reaola- 
tion,  to  he,  in  the  first  place,  to  operate  on  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy ;  in  the  second,  to  pre- 
serve to  our  country  the  services  of  the  seamen, 
who,  by  manning  the  prize  vessels,  were  fre- 
quently captured  by  the  enemy,  and  as  far  as  pos- 
sible retained  by  him  in  his  possession,  and  with- 
held from  exchange.  There  were  other  cogent 
reasons  why  such  a  measure  ought  to  be  adopted, 
viz :  to  give  encouragement  to  a  species  of  War- 
fare which  the  enemy  most  sensibly  felt,  dbc. 
Whatever  were  the  gieneral  impressions  of  gen- 
tlemen in  relation  to  privateering,  this  measure 
was  peculiarly  proper  in  relation  to  us,  because  at 
present  the  enemy  has  all  the  commerce  of  the 
world,  and  we  have  none. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  nem.  can. 

WAR  MEASURES. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resolved  itseir  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who 
may  associate  and  organize  themselveii,  and  offer 
their  services  to  the  Qovernmeat  of  the  United 
States. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through  as  faraa 
the  section  which  declares  that,  after  having 
served  out  their  nine  months,  they  should  not  be 
held  liable  for  a  longjer  period — 

Mr.  LowKDBS,  of  South  Carolina,  expressed 
his  regret  at  being  called  upon  to  vote  partiallf 
on  the  system  reported  by  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, of  which  this  was  only  a  subordinate  feature. 
But,  in  any  view,  he  was  desirous  to  know  whe- 
ther the  provision  immediately  under  considera- 
tion contemplated  the  exemption  of  such  persona, 
in  consequence  of  their  nine  months'  service,  front 
any  classification  or  draught  which  might  apply 
ffenerally  to  all  the  people?    Whilst  on  tue  one 
hand  it  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  get  volun- 
teers unless  they  were  in  some  degree  exempted 
from  militia  service  by  volaateeriog,  «  would  o» 
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the  other  band  be  a  fatal  objeotioo  to  this  systeiD, 
if,  for  niae  months'  voluntary  serviee,  they  are  to 
be  exempted  from  all  futare  service  or  draught. 
He  repeated  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  act  on 
the  whole  system  at  once,  and  not  first  to  act  on 
the  subsidiary  force  proposed  by  this  bill,  and  af- 
terwards on  tbe  foundation,  the  regular  force. 

Mr.  Troup  repeated,  that  the  Military  Com* 
mittee,  convened  for  tne  purpose,  this  morning, 
of  deciding  whether  it  would  be  proper  first  to 
act  on  the  two  bills  which  accompanied  this  bill^ 
bad  decided  that  it  would  be  proper  for  the  pres- 
tat  to  postpone  taking  up  these  bills.  The  rea- 
sons which  produced  this  decision  were,  that  the 
subject  of  raising  men  was  a  very  difficult  one, 
insomuch  that  it  presented,  at  best,  a  choice  of 
difficulties.  They  bad  understood,  also,  that  there 
was  a  probability  thai,  through  some  channel  or 
Other,  another  plan  than  that  adopted  and  reported 
by  tbe  Military  Committee  would  be  presented  to 
the  House.  It  had  been  deemed  proper  to  give 
Ihe  House  an  opportunity  of  seeing  all  tbe  pUas 
which  could  be  ofifered,  that  they  might  seleet  tbe 
best ;  that  is,  the  one  which  should  be  subject  to 
the  fewest  difficulties.  With  this  view  they  had 
determined  to  postpone  for  a  few  days  tbe  con- 
sideration of  the  other  bills.  As  to  the  section  to 
which  the  gentleman  objected,  it  had  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  an  exemption  from  draught, 
and  was  perhaps  in  itself  mere  surplusage,  its  ob- 
ject being  only  to  define  more  accurately  the  term 
of  serrice  of  the  proposed  force,  which  was  in- 
tended to  substitute  frequent  requisitions  of  mili- 
tia force,  than  which  it  was  believed  this  would 
be  a  more  efficient,  and  probably,  from  its  pro* 
traeted  term  of  service,  a  much  cheaper  force. 
The  subject  of  general  or  partial  exemption  from 
draught,  would  properly  enter,  if  deemed  expe- 
dient, into  the  general  classification  bilL 

Mr.  LowNpsa  rejoined,  that  to  tbe  particular 
section  under  rou&ideration,  as  explained  by  Mr. 
Troup,  he  had  no  sort  of  objection. 

Mr.  Troup  moved  to  strike  out  nine  months 
(the  proposed  term  of  service)  and  insert  twelve. 

Mr.  Dbsba.  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  motion, 
because  be  said  nine  months  was  enough  for  one 
campaign,  and  twelve  months  too  little  for  two. 
If  tbe  time  was  extended,  he  should  prefer  eighteen 
months,  which  should  embrace  two  campaigns. 

Mr.  JoHNSOH,  of  Kentucky,  assigned  the  reason 
wby  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Afikirs  had  de- 
termined to  propose  to  change  the  term  of  ser- 
vice from  nine  to  twelve  months.  It  was,  that 
Ikree  months  miabt  be  afforded  for  discipline  and 
iosiruotion  in  the  evolutions  necesfary  in  the 
fiaee  of  an  enemy  before  they  were  called  into 
the  field;  and  the  remaining  nine  months  would 
cover  a  Summer  and  Fall  campaign. 

Mr.  HoPKiiia,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  should  vote 
against  the  proposed  amendment,  because  he  was 
desirous  of  inserting  eighteen  in  lieu  of  twelve 
months.  He  believed  that  corps  of  this  descrip- 
tion might  be  as  easily  obtained  for  eighteen 
months  or  two  years  as  for  any  other  terra ;  and 
tbe  longer  the  period  of  their  service  the  more 
vaefol  they  would  oertataly  be. 


Mr.  Tftoi7P  said  he  should  be  glad  if  tbe  gentle- 
men  from  the  Western  counury  would  settle  this 
question  among  themselves.  They  best  knew 
what  term  of  service  would  be  most  agreeable. 
The  object  was  to  get  the  men;  and  tbe  period 
most  agreeable  to  those  disposed  to  enter  the  ser- 
vice would  certainly  be  the  best. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  stated  that  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  proposed  the  period  of  twelve 
months  as  the  minimum  of  service — the  men 
would,  accordinff  to  the  bill,  if  amended  as  pro- 
posed, serve  not  less  than  twelve  months — which 
period  certainly  embraced  a  longer  term  of  ser- 
vice, if  it  should  be  found  as  easy  to  obtain  tbe 
men  under  it. 

Tbe  motion  to  strike  out  nine  and  insert  twelve 
was  agreed  to — 57  to  56. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended  i|nd  the 
blanks  filled— 

Mr.  SaARP,  of  Kentuckv,  inquired,  whether  it 
had  been  the  intention  of  the  Military  Committee 
that  single  regiments  only  should  be  raised  of  this 
description  of  force  ?  If  otherwise,  whether  any 
provision  was  intended  to  be  made  for  general 
officers  ? 

Mr.  Troup  replied,  that  that  was  a  point  which 
the  Committee  had  not  taken  uAder  considera- 
tion ;  as  the  bill  now  stood,  it  only  contemplated 
the  acceptation  of  these  volunteers  bv  regimentSi 
battalions^  and  companies,  who  would  of  eomsa 
be  placed,  when  necessary,  from  their  numbers  or 
tbe  nature  of  ike  service^  under  regular  general 
officers. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB.  of  Georgia,  moved  to  add  as  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  a  new  section  in  nearly 
tbe  following  words: 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  officers,  iioa* 
commissioned  officers,  sod  privates,  whose  services  art 
accepted  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  who  sbaU 
serve  for  two  years,  shall  be  exempted  finni  miUlMs 
service  during  the  present  war«" 

Mr.  Troup  suggested  the  propriety  of  deferrii^ 
a  motion  of  this  kiad  until  the  bill  for  classifica- 
tion should  be  taken  up,  when  it  would  be  prop* 
erly  determined  who  should  and  who  should  a«t 
ba  exempt  from  iu  operation*  What  would  be 
the  e£ect  of  aueh  a  provisi4>n  in  this  hill  on  aay 
future  act  respecting  the  militia,  be  eould  not,  nor 
could  any  person  now  determine.  He  therafore 
thought  the  subject  would  come  more  fairly  and 
properly  before  the  House,  when  the  other  bill 
should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  FoRSYTB  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
sav  what  would  be  done  in  relation  to  the  bill  bis 
colleague  had  alluded  to.  Whether  the  bill  would 
ever  pass  the  House  he  could  not  say.  The  tea« 
dency  of  tbe  proposition  he  had  offifred  would  be 
to  increase  the  length  of  the  term  of  service— to 
induce  a  great  number  to  engage  for  two  years 
instead  of  one.  If  he  could  be  certain  the  bill  in 
question  would  pass,  and  if  it  did  pass,  that  such 
a  provision  as  this  would  be  attached  to  it,  Mr. 
F.  said  he  would  withdraw  his  motion.  But  as 
these  points  were  both  doubtful,  he  must  insist 
on  bis  motion. 

Mr.  Taour  then  said  he  would  state  candidly 
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the  ]>oiat  of  bis  objeetloft  to  this  ihotion.  The 
Ml  now  onder  cooftiderafion  was  not  intended  to 
«Eifaetiti](e  thet  particalar  kind  of  foroe  which  this 
Hoase  must  rely  mainljr  oo  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  war.  If  it  was  intended  to  substitute  a 
Tolnnteer  for  a  regular  force,  such  a  provbion 
would  be  well  worthy  of  consideration.  But  so 
loo;  as  he  hoped  no  one  entertained  such  an 
ifdea,  he  feared  such  an  amendment  as  this  would, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  would  make  the  amount 
df  volunteer  force  unnecessarily  great,  tend  to 
dintnish  the  amount  of  the  regular  force  which 
might  be  raised  by  draught,  dbc. 

Mr.  JoiTNaoN,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  sorry 
10  differ  from  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee in  relation  to  this  amendment.  He  thou^t 
ft  a  very  proper  one.  It  would  afford  a  great  in- 
ducement to  persons  to  volunteer  for  two  years ; 
and  it  was  his  opinion,  Mr.  J.  said,  that  volun- 
teers for  two  years  were  as  efficient  a  force  as 
any  we  could  have,  and  equal  in  every  respect  to 
regular  force.  If  we  had  an  army  of  an  hundred 
thousand  men  of  this  description,  we  should  not 
want  a  single  regular  soldier. 

Mr.  FoRBTTH  said,  in  reply  to  the  argument, 
that  too  many  volunteers  might  be  called  forth 
hy  such  a  provision,  that  the  President  had  the 
]^ower  to  limit  the  number. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  FoasTTfl  was  adopted 

a  the  fellowiBg  vote,  viz:  For  the  amendnaent, 
;  against  it,  51. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ricb,  of  Vermont,  the  daily 
compensation  of  the  volunteers  was  changed  from 
twel>t]r««z  and  two*third  cents  to  thirty *three  and 
•ne'third  cents  per  day. 

Mr.  KiLBOOftN,  ef  Ohio,  moved  to  extend  to 
prtvaies  killed  during  the  service,  the  same  pro* 
Tisioaa  for  the  relief  of  their  widows  and  chil* 
dren,  as  is  provided  in  the  bill  for  officers'  families* 

To  this  motion  it  was  objected,  by  Mr.  Troup, 
that  to  adopt  this  amendmeilt  would  be  to  place 
privates  in  this  corps  on  a  different  footing  from 
ptivates  in  any  other  corps  in  the  service  of  the 
United  fttatee,  in  regard  to  whom  the  Senate  had 
uniformly  rejected  every  provision  of  the  kind 
proposed  by  this  House. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  KiLBotRN  was  negatived^ 
d^only  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  Gommiitee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 
The  several  amendments  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  the  bill 
was  further  amended,  in  that  part  providing  land 
liounty  to  accrue  when  discharged,  so  as  to  read 
^  when  honorably  discharged." 

Mr.  E1LBO0BN  renewed  tlie  motion  be  had  un- 
tueeessfully  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole^ 
remarking  that  be  did  not  believe  it  had  been 
tinderstood  by  many  gentlemen,  and  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  it. 

The  motion  was  now  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  88. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended — 

On  the  sujigestion  of  Mr.  McKbb.  of  Kentucky, 
that  he  desired  to  propose  an  amendment  going 
to  place  vtdunteers,  during  the  war,  on  the  Mime 


terms  as  to  bountyin  money  and  land  as  our  other 
troops;  which  amendment  he  desired  time  td 
prepare;  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow. 


•  Thcbsdat,  November  3. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Virginia,  Dan* 
IBL  Sheffet,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  reported  without 
amendment  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  President  to  cause  to  be  purchased  or  built 
the  vessels  therein  described:  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EiLBouRN,  of  Ohio,  said,  having  observed 
that  there  was  much  difficulty  in  filling  the  ranks 
of  the  Army,  and  believing  that  to  attain  that 
highly  important  object,  nothing  could  more 
greatly  conduce  than  a  provision  for  the  families 
of  those  who  die  in  the  service,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Be^ohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Affidrs 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fttm- 
ding>  by  law,  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  childrsn 
of  all  snch  non-comnrissioned  offiosrs,  mnsieians,  and 
pirates,  as  shidl  be  killed,  or  die  of  wounds  received 
In  the  public  servicei  in  any  oi  the  corps  oomposiiig 
the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

After  some  conversation,  in  the  course  of  whidh 
it  appeared  that  a  resolution  embracing  partially 
the  objects  of  this  motion,  had  been  passed  in  the 
early  part  of  the  session — the  resolution  was  or* 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
volunteer  bill;  which  Was  amended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Troup,  so  as  to  authorize  the  acceptance 
of  volunteers  for  the  war,  to  receive  the  same 
bounty  and  ia.  other  respects  to  be  nlaced  on  the 
same  rooting  as  persons  enlisted  for  tne  war.  AniL 
thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossaa 
for  a  third  reading. 

PROVISION  FOR  COLLEOTOaS. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution : 

<<  Ruohid,  That theCommiltee  of  Wsys and  M eaaa 
be  instmcted  to  iaqoiie  into  the  expedient  of  making 
some  provision  for  the  support  of  such  collectors  and 
other  officers  of  the  customs^  as  are  deprived  of  it  by 
the  war/' 

This  motion  was  objeeted  to  bv  Mr.  YAMcmff 
of  North  Carolina,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  an 
improper  mode  of  proceeding;  if  the  perooaa 
holding  sfub-offiees  cannot  be  satisfied  with  thoit 
emoluments,  they  had  the  option  to  resign;  on 
the  other  hand,  if  the  emol  umenta  were  too  small 
it  was  for  the  Government  to  recommend  their 
increase. 

To  thiS)  Mr.  Inobbsoll  repKed,  that,  if  the 
subject  were  inquired  into,  it  would  be  fousl, 
that  so  far  from  affording  a  support,  many  of  tha 
offices  of  the  revenue  were  a  burden  on  those 
holding  them,  and  a  tax  on  their  private  resoumeii 
Such  certainly  was  not  the  intentioii  of  CoogreM 
in  constituting  the  offices,  and  it  leited  with  the 
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House  to  say  whether  they  would  not  examine 
ioto  the  subject. 
TheresolutioD  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority, 

JUDICIARY  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  FiSE,  of  Vermont,  called  up  the  bill  to 
amend  the  judiciary  system,  in  which  he  was 
partieularly  interested,  on  account  of  a  provision 
It  contains  respecting  the  further  enforcing  the 
reyenue  laws  and  strengthening  the  hands  of  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  prevent  intercourse  with  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  reported 
the  bill,  was  opposed  to  acting  on  it  at  present; 
because,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  several 
features  of  that  bill,  he  was  desirous,  before  it  was 
acted  on,  to  consult  the  opinions  of  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  and  others, and  if  he  could,  to 
obtain  their  assistance  and  support  to  it,  &c. 

This  order  of  the  day  was  postponed  ;  and  no 
other  business  being  brought  forward,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Friday,  November  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 

Resolved^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Departmeot  of  State  to  cause  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  passed  or  to  be  passed 
during  the  present  or  any  future  session  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  be  printed  in 
two  of  the  public  newspapers  in  each  of  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Sbipherd. 
Mr.  Pickens,  and  Mr.  Fabrow,  were  appointed 
a  commitiee. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
of  an  inhabitant  of  Fairfax  county,  Virginia,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  a  horse  belonging  to  him, 
forcibly  taken  from  him  during  the  late  incursion 
of  the  enemy  to  this  place  by  an  officer  of  the 
United  States ;  and  also  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Ewell,  manager  and  principal  proprietor  of  the 
Anacosia  bridge,  (over  the  Anaco*ta  or  Eastern 
Branch,)  praying  indemnification  for  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  burning  of  that  bridge  by  the 
Government  officers.— Referred  to  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  <*  estab- 
lishing the  Bunk  of  the  Metropolis,"  (in  this  Dis- 
trict;) which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  KiLB0DRN,of  Ohio,  called  op  the  resolution 
offered  by  him  yesterday,  and  then  laid  on  the 
table,  directing  the  Military  Committee  to  coo* 
aider  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  families 
of  private  soldiers  slain  in  service. 

Mr.  K.  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  embrace 
only  regular  soldiers  and  volunteers  engaged  in 
the  service,  excluding  the  case  of  militia,  which 
lias  already  been  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee; and,  80  modified,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Troop,  of  Georgia,  gave  notice  that,  if 
opportunity  offered,  he  would  to-mgrrow  call  up 
the  bill  for  claasifyiog  the  male  population  of  the 
United  States. 


THE  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  called  the  attenttoa 
of  the  House  to  the  resolution  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  capture  of  this  city.  He 
had  been,  and  yet  was,  very  anxious  to  hear  the 
report  of  that  committee.  The  chairman  of  that 
committee  (Mr.  Johnson)  had  the  other  day  aa^ 
signed  the  reason  why  the  report  of  tbat  commit- 
tee bad  been  delayed,  which  was.  that  letters  had 
been  written  to  Generals  Armstrong  and  Winder, 
to  which  answers  had  not  yet  l^n  received. 
With  submission  to  the  committee,  he  knew  not 
why  application  had  been  made  to  those  sourcea 
for  information.  Did  they  expect  those  persons 
to  furnish  proofs  of  their  own  imbecility  or  mis^ 
conduct? 

[Mr.  S.  was  proceeding,  when  the  Speakbe 
reminded  him  there  was  no  motion  before  the 
House.] 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  that  the  committee  be  re^ 
quested  to  make  a  report  on  this  subject  as  early 
as  possible,  notwithstanding  they  may  not  have 
received  answers  to  all  the  letters  the  y  had 
written. 

Whilst  Mr.  S.  was  reducing  this  motion  to 
writing — 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  to  th  «  ge»- 
tleman  the  propriety  of  deferring  hiamotiocn  until 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation 
should  be  in  his  seat,  which  he  was  not  at  present. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  had  no  objection  to  defer 
his  motion  for  the  present;  and,  indeed,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  be  good  enough 
to  communicate  his  sentiments  on  this  subject  to 
his  colleague,  it  might  save  the  necessity  of 
making  the  motion  at  all.  The  crisis  to  which 
our  affairs  had  arrived  required,  be  said,  a  prompt 
examination  of  such  events  as  that  which  had 
occurred  at  this  place. 

THE  VOLUNTEER  BILL. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  accept 
the  services  of  volunteer  corps,  which  shall  asso- 
ciate and  organize  themselves,  was  announced  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Irvinq,  of  New  York,  for  reasons  which  he 
assigned,  moved  to  recoounit  this  bill.  His  ob- 
jections were  principally  to  the  clause  which 
allowed  a  com  (sensation  of  six  cents  and  a  quarter 
per  day,  or  twenty-two  dollars  and  eighty-one 
cents  a  year,  or  double  that  sum  for  two  years,  to 
such  persons  as  should  arm  themselves,  for  the 
use  or  arms,  inasmuch  as  the  arms  could  be  par- 
chased  by  the  United  States  and  put  ioto  their 
hands  for  a  less  sum;  and  to  the  provision  which 
allowed  the  volunteers  a  greater  per  diem  com- 
pensation foi  their  services  than  was  now  allowed 
to  the  regulars. 

Mr.  Troup  objected  to  the  recommitment  on 
these  grounds;  for,  although  he  might  not  be 
wholly  pleased  with  some  features  of  the  bill,  he 
did  not  know  that  they  would  be  improved  by 
recommitment,  which  would  consume  much  time» 
In  reply  to  the  objection  to  the  compensation  to 
those  who  arm  themselves,  he  said  it  would  have 
much  more  weight  if  the  United  States  were  able 
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coBTenientlsr  to  furnish  them ;  which,  howeren 
was  not  the  fact,  dbc. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Soath  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
Wbbster,  of  New  Hampshire,  favored  the  re- 
commitment,  on  acqount  of  the  section  which 
exempts  two  years'  vdnnteers  from  all  farther 
militia  duty,  to  which  they  both  had  decided  oh- 
jeetion^. 

Mr.  Troup  admitted  in  some  desree  the  force 
of  these  o^ijections  to  a  provision,  the  insertion  of 
which  he  had  himseir  opposed.  And,  on  the 
question  beincr  taken,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to 
a  CommiAee  of  the  Whole. 

A  short  time  afterwards,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill. 

Mr.  KiLBODRN,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  striking  ont  the  clause  authorizing  the 
Yolunteers  to  be  commissioned  by  the  States,  as 
well  as  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
His  object  was  to  obtain  uniformity  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  in  the  grades  of  commissions. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  motion 
from  various  reasons;  the  principal  of  which 
were,  that  the  Governors  of  States  disposed  to 
co-operate  with  the  General  Government,  having 
better  opportunities  of  information  of  peiynal 
character  in  their  States,  would  better  knovAow 
to  dispose  of  commissions  properlv;  that  there 
were  persons  whose  situation  might  be  incom- 
patible with  holding  commissions  under  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  who  would  not  be  precluded  from 
accepting  commissions  from  the  States,  &c.  On 
the  other  hand,  volunteers  might  be  obtained  in 
some  States  hostile  to  the  General  Government, 
and  indisposed  to  commission  the  officers;  for 
which  case,  it  was  proposed  commissions  should 
be  given  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  yielding  to  the  force  of  one  or 
the  other  of  Mr.  Johnson's  reasons,  withdrew  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  renewed  it. 
He  did  so,  on  the  ground  that  tbere'was  no  law 
or  clause  of  the  Constitution  to  authorize  the 
commissioning  of  these  volunteers ^y  the  States. 
The  volunteers  to  be  raised  bv  this  bill  were  not, 
and  could  not  be  considered  as  militia,  but,  so 
long  as  they  were  in  service,  as  a  part  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  under  a  peculiar  or- 
ganization. 

This  motion  was  debated  at  some  length.  The 
aflSrmative  side  of  the  question  was  maintained 
by  Messrs.  Webster,  Grosvenor,  of  New  York, 
and  Inqerboll,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  nega- 
tive by  Mes;»rs.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  and  Sharp, 
of  Kentucky. 

This  discussion  turned  principally  on  the  dis- 
tinction between  militia  and  State  corps,  and  sol- 
diers^ whether  enlisted  or  voluntarily  engaged, 
whether  regulars  or  volunteers.  On  one  hand,  it 
was  eontenaed  that  the  Governors  had  constitu- 
tionally no  right  to  commission  volunteers  in  the 
service  of  the  States;  and,  on  the  other,  that 
Congress  could  by  law  ffive  them  the  power  to 
commission  them  as  militia  volunteers,  and  then 
receive  them  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  words  *<  or  by  the 


States,"  from  that  clause  which  directs  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  officers  shall  be  commissioned,, 
was  finally  agreed  to — ayes  89. 

Mr.  LowNOES,  of  South  Carolina,  followed  op 
this  amendment  by  a  motion  to  strike  out  so  muck 
of  the  bill  as  authorizes  the  volunteers  to  choose- 
their  own  officers.  Such  an  amendment,  he  said,, 
would  be  merely  formal,  because  the  indicatioa 
of  the  wishes  of  the  volunteers,  in  this  respect, 
would  siill  doubtless  regulate  tlie  appointmento^ 
but  it  appeared  to  him  necessarily  to  follow  the 
amendment  already  made. 

Mr.  Johnson  expressed  his  fears  of  the  effect 
of  these  amendments,  particularly  of  the  latter,  iir 
entirely  defeating  the  intention  of  the  bill.  Tie^ 
sides  spreading  a  host  of  officers  over  theconntrvy. 
without  men  to  command,  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment will  be  to  tie  up  the  will  and  energies  of 
the  people,  which  had  never  yet  been  fairly  a(K 
pealed  to.  and  again  to  resort  to  inefficient  meas- 
ures. The  amendment  now  proposed,  he  argued, 
would  take  the  soul  out  of  this  bill,  and  destroy 
its  utility. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  in  reply  to  the  objection  to  this 
amendment  that  it  would  create  an  army  of  offi- 
cers, said  there  was  no  fear,  certainly,  that  the 
President  would  commission  officers  before  men 
were  enrolled  for  their  command. 

This  motion  again  gave  rise  to  a  considerable 
debate,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  opposed  with 
mucb warmth  and  force  by  Messrs.  J.  U.  Jackson, 
Troup,  and  Robertson,  and  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Lowndes  and  Pickering. 

In  addition  to  what  is  already  stated,  the  prin- 
pal  argument  in  favor  of  one  motion,  was  the 
alleged  inability  of  Congress  to  place  the  power 
of  appointing  officers  to  coYnmand  troops  of  the 
United  States  in  any  other  hands  than  those  of 
the  Eiecutive.  To  this  argument,  it  was  said  in 
reply,  that  it  mi^ht  be  allowed  to  have  soma 
weight,  i(  the  President  had  no  election  to  accept 
or  refuse  the  proffered  services  of  volunteers  thus 
organized ;  but,  after  the  selection  by  the  volun- 
teers, the  power  of  confirmation  still  remained 
with  the  Executive,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  ac- 
cept or  reject  the  corps  so  organized.  Gkntlemen 
opposed  to  the  force  contemplated  to  be  raised  bv 
the  bill,  were  entreated  not  to  propose  amend- 
ments to  it  which  would  entirely  destroy  any 
efficiency  it  might  have  according  to  the  original 
plan. 

Mr.  Lowndes's  motion  having  been  rejected- 
Mr.  iRviNe,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out 
thirty-three  and  a  third  cents,  the  daily  compen- 
sation proposed  to  be  allowed,  and  reinstate 
twenty-six  and  two-thirds,  the  rate  originally 
contained  in  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rich,  of  Ver- 
mont, and  Mr.  Jackson,  ot  Virginia,  on  the 
ground  that,  no  bounty  being  allowed  to  these 
volunteers,  their  pay  ought  to  be  higher  than  that 
of  the  regulars. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Irving  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority.  . 

Mr.  Irving  also  moved  to  reduce  the  p«t  diem 
allowance  of  six  and  a  quarter  cents  to  eacViman 
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for  U9e  of  the  arms  with  which  the  volunteers 
shall  supply  themselves;  this  allowance  he  con- 
ceived to  be  now  too  great.  This  motion  was, 
after  some  remarks  of  Messrs.  Troup  and  Jaok- 
aoN  in  opposition  to  it,  likewise  negiitived  by  a 
large  majority. 

Sir.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  motion 
going  to  require  the  volunteers  to  be  uniformly 
armed ;  which  motion,  having  been  opposed  by 
Mr.  Troup  and  Mr.  Johnson  as  unnecessary  and 
inexpedient,  was  negatived. 

Other  amendments  were  proposed  and  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  then  moved 
IP  strike  out  the  section  of  the  bill  which  proposes 
exemption  from  future  militia  service  for  all  those 
who  shall  volunteer  for  two  years.  Mr.  C.  advo- 
cated the  motion,  on  the  grounds  before  stated  in 
objection  to  it  by  Mr.  Wbbstbr  and  himself. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  this  mo- 
tion, but  suggested  a  modification  of  the  provision, 
so  that  the  volunteer  who  has  served  for  two  years 
shall  not  be  liable  to  militia  draught  until  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  in  his  Slate  hare  served 
for  a  like  term. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  moved  an  amend* 
ment,  embodying  the  idea  of  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Johnson,  which,  however,  was  not  in  order  until 
tke  pending  question  was  decided. 

Mr.  FoRSVTB.  of  Georgia,  warmly  opposed  this 
Q»otion,  and  replied  to  those  who  advocated  it. 
Without  this  provision,  the  inducements  held  out 
in  the  bill  were  not  sufficient  to  call  forth  any 
number  of  volunteers^  and  he  denied  the  validity 
of  any  of  the  objeciioos  which  had  been  brought 
against  it. 

Soma  further  debate  took  place,  when  Mr. 
Calhoun's  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  com- 
mittee agreed  to  strike  out  this  section. 

Mr.  Hawkins  then  renewed  the  motion  he  had 
before  oStred,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  then  proposed  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  the  object  or  which  was 
to  authorize  the  President  to  receive  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  volunteer  corps  organ- 
ized under  the  authority  of  the  States. 

On  this  motion^  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
being  equally  divided,  the  Chairman  decided  it  in 
the  negative. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill ;  and 
the  House  immediately  adjourned. 

Saturday,  November  5. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
Samuel  Davis,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  en- 
closing the  credentials  of  Jonathan  Jennings, 
as  the  Delegate  for  that  Territory  in  the  Four* 
teenth  Congress. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  passed  the  three 
million  loan  bill,  with  amendments.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  (the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  being  absent 


from  indisposition,)  the  bill  and  amendments 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

TAX  ON  SALARIES,  Sec. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  lajing 
a  duty  on  all  salary  officers,  and  on  the  professional 
income  of  lawyers,  solicitors,  and  counsellors,  and  the 
legal  proceedings  of  dvil  courts  of  justice. 

Mr.  F.  said  it  appeared  to  him  while  Congress 
were  enga|red  in  aevising  taxes  on  every  descrip- 
tion of  articles,  there  were  a  number  of  officers 
under  high  salaries,  paying  comparatively  no 
taxes  to  the  Government,  whom  he  thought  ou|rht 
to  be  taxed  in  some  way.  While  we  are  taxing 
the  poor  man  who  has  but  an  hundred  acres  of 
land,  and  from  that  has  besides  to  maintain  a 
large  family,  where  is  the  propriety,  Mr.  F. 
asked,  of  exempting  a  man  who  receives  annual 
thousands,  and,  after  maintaining  his  family,  can 
lay  up  a  large  part  of  it?  The  object  of  Mr. 
F.  was  to  lay  a  certain  per  centage  on  the  sal- 
arj^  As  to  the  income  of  lawyers,  «c.,  h«  thought 
thin  equallj  worthy  of  taxation,  &c. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Farrow  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

THB  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  understood 
that, in  his  absence  from  theHouse  yesterday, an 
honorable  member  from   New  York    had  ex- 

Kessed  some  anxiety  to  know  what  progress  had 
en  made  by  the  committee  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  causes  of  the  capture  of  this  city  by 
the  enemy,  in  the  execution  of  that  dory.  In 
obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  committee  on 
that  subject,  who  at  all  times  were  anxious  and 
willing  to  satisfy  any  honorable  member  of  the 
House  in  his  reasonable  inquiries^  he  now  rose  to 
state  that  they  had  not  been  idle  m  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  committed  to  them.  But,  on  a  sun* 
ject  so  interesting  and  so  important,  it  would 
have  been  improper  in  them  to  present  an  im- 
perfect development  of  events  which  had  been 
the  foundation  of  so  many  different  rumora.  And 
to  enable  the  House  to  judge  of  the  labor  im- 
posed on  this  committee,  he  made  the  following 
statement  of  the  papers  before  that  committee, 
dec. 

CommunieoHoiu  rteeived  by  the  CommUUeoflnpet- 

1st.  General  Winder's  report,  accompanied  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  letters  to  Goremors  of 
States,  regular  and  militia  officers,  ice.,  pp.  96. 

2d.  Report  from  the  War  Department,  sheets  8i. 

ad.  Reports  from  the  Navy  Depsftment,  aeoompa- 
niedby  twenty-one  letters  to  various  offieeis  and  per- 
sons, pp.  82. 

4th.  Report  of  General  Smith  of  Dirtrict  mililia, 
accompsnied  with  a  few  letters,  pp.  83. 

6th.  General  Armstrong's  letter,  accompanied  by 
two  or  three  letters,  pp.  20. 

6th.  Richard  Rush's  report,  pp.  21. 
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7th.  Secretaiy  of  the  NaTy,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Cabinet,  pp.  5. 

8th,  Report  from  the  Corporation  of  Alexandria, 
accompanied  with  nineteen  letters,  pp.  16. 

9th.  Two  reports  from  the  Ordnance  Department. 

10th.  Estimates  of  the  Yalue  of  pablic  property  de- 
stroyed, (excluding  the  Navy  Yard.) 

llth.  Report  fram  the  superintending  Snrgemi,  pp. 
10. 

IStli.  Thirty-five  letters  from  various  persons,  (Qen- 
eial  Hongerford,  Cotonel  Tayloe,  Captain  Caldwril, 
Captein  Bnrdi,  dbc)  upon  sufajeets  relating  to  the 
object  of  the  inquiry,  making  together  eleven  reports, 
containing  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pages,  and 
two  hundred  and  ten  letters,  besides  daily  and  almost 
hourly  interviews  viith  persons  upon  the  subject 

Lettara  and  rtpMU  yd  txpicUi. 

Letten  from  Colonel  Monroe,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Pinkney,  General  Van  Ne«s^  General  Btansbury; 
an  estiBate  of  the  public  property  destroyed  at  the 
M«vy  Tafid ;  « letter  from  General  Donglaas ;  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  eourt  mavtial  over  Captain  Dyson ;  a 
letter  from  John  Law,  dec 

This  atatemeDt  and  enumeration,  Mr.  J.  said 
be  lioped  would  sttisfy  the  g entlemaa  from  If  eir 
York  and  the  Hoase  that  the  committee  hare  not 
uaneceasariiy  delayed  a  report.  They  weiild 
make  a  report  at  as  eavlr  a  day  as  was  consistent 
iritb  a  due  discharge  of  their  dcKy. 

PBTmON  OP  THOMAS  CUTTB. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tanoet,  of 
IVortb  Carolina,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Cutis,  of  the  District  of 
jilaine.  Further  evidence  on  the  claim  was  read, 
lifr.  Yakcby,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  PicKSRa, 
of  the  same  State,  Mr.  ALEXANnaa,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Sbahp,  of  Keatucky,  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  report  of  the  committee,  (unfavorable  to  the 
petitioner,)  whieh  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Kino,  of 
Masaachosetts,  Mr.  Faerow,  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Hulbbet,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky^  and 
Mr.  GaoavEifOE,  of  New  York. 

This  was  strictly  a  legal  discussion,  and  con- 
ducted with  great  ability  on  both  sides,  and  at 
considerable  length.  The  case  is  as  follows :  Mr. 
Cutts  porchasea  at  a  marshal's  sale  certain  prop- 
erty, of  which  he  was  dispossessed  in  due  pro- 
cess of  law  by  a  third  person.  He  prays  of  the 
United  States  reimbursement  of  money  paid  to 
their  officer  for  the  purchase  aforesaid  and  inter- 
est thereon^  to|;ether  with  costs  incurred  in  de- 
fending the  suit. 

The  question,  on  the  amendment  going  to  re- 
verse the  report  of  the  committee,  was  at  length 
decided  in  tbe  negative.  For  the  amendment 
55^gainst  it  79. 

Toe  question  on  concurring  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  was  then  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  report  81,  against 
it  58,  as  follows: 

YxAB — Meian.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 

Sr,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
rown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chap* 
pell,  Ckrkt  Comstock,  Condict»  Conanl,  Crawford] 


Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Penney Ivania,  Denoyellea, 
Desha,  DuvaIl,£arIe,Findley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Ghol- 
soD,  Goodwyn,  Gourdio,  Griffin,  Hail,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hoogerford, 
Ingersoll,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Paricer,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanfbrd, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel£ur,Udree,  and  Yancey. 
Navs — Meaars.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts^  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cil- 
ley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cnlpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Bly, 
FaiTOw,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hato, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hulbert,  Jaduoa  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Viiiginia,Kentof  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Markell,  McKee,  Moseley,  Nelson^  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rugglcs, 
Schureman,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  JVew  York, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggait, 
Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

i  THE  VOLUNTEER  BILL. 

Tbe  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  beiuff  tbe  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 
hill  autboriaing^  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  the  services  of  each  volanteer  corpa  as 
shall  organize  themselres  and  offer  their  sef  vices 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  amendments  having  been  all  agreed  to, 
until  that  came  under  consideration  wluch  goes 
to  strike  out  the  twelfth  seclion,  which  is  in  the 
following  words : 

"'And be Ufurtker  enaettd.  That  the effieeis,  neo- 
commissioned  oflioers,  and  privates,  aec^ted  under  lbs 
authority  of  this  act,  who  shall  serve  two  years  in  the 
ArmjT  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  exempted  6«m 
militia  duty  during  the  pxesMit  war." 

On  the  question  to  strike  ont  this  section^  to 
which  he  waa  decidedly  opposed,  Mr.  Hawkins 
required  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  FisiEi  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  eiasmv  of 
this  section.  He  deplored  the  errors  of  a  falae 
economy,  which  had  pervaded  the  aaeasores  of 
Congress  from  tbe  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  which  he  saw  with  regret  in  the  determt&»- 
Uon  to  withhold  this,  the  only  iodiioement  to  vol- 
unteer under  ibis  bill.  The  section  proposed  to 
introduce  no  new  principle,*  for  exemptioat  were 
already  recognised  by  law  in  particular  cases, 
and  in  none  more  rightfully  thao  this.  If  they 
went  on  by  scanty  means,  as  they  had  heretofore 
done,  the  war  might  continue  not  only  two  yean, 
but  ten  times  two,  d^c. 

Mr.  Hawcims,  .  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  some 
length,  and  with  much  force  in  favor  of  retain- 
ing this  section,  which  he  beJieved  vital  to  the 
utility  of  the  bill.  He  addressed  himself  to  the 
majority  of  tbe  House;  for.  as  to  the  minority, 
they  were  opposed  to  the  Admioistraiioaand  to 
war,  and  could  not  be  expected  to  go  along  with 
those  who  supported  either.    What,  said  he,  do 
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we  now  want?  We  want  ioldiers,  and  expect 
to  obtaiD  them  under  this  bill,  and  under  another 
of  a  more  energetic  character  now  before  this 
House.  Appeals  to  the  patriotism  of  the  coun- 
try, to  volunteers,  said  Mr.  H.,  are  beautiful  in 
sound;  they  please  the  ear;  but,  when  brought 
to  the  test,  this  species  of  patriotic  spirit  may  be 
worn  out  by  too  severe  a  pressure.  If  Govern- 
ment rests  Its  claims  to  the  services  of  its  citi- 
zens exclusively  on  the  patriotism  of  the  coun- 
try, in  the  time  of  most  need  they  will  be  found 
most  wanting.  In  particular  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, particular  classes  of  men  had  borne  the 
brunt  of  the  war  by  voluntary  contributions  of 
service,  as  far  as  they  could  so  bear  it.  There 
was  scarcely  a  man  of  any  standing  in  the  West- 
ern country  who  had  not  contributed  in  some 
way  his  pergonal  services  in  support  of  a  war 
which  he  believed  to  be  righteous  and  just.  Let 
future  calls  on  their  patriotism  be  made  in  such 
manner  as  to  convince  them  the  Government 
does  not  wish  to  tax  exclusively  their  patriotism. 
Mr.  H.  then  examined  the  inducements  of  land 
bounty,  and  pay  held  out  by  this  bill,  which,  he 
said,  were  no  temptation  to  the  hardy  back- 
woodsman of  the  West,  who  by  laboring  one- 
fourth  of  his  time  can  earn  a  subsistence  for  his 
family,  Sue.  He  then  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
military  services  already  rendered  by  the  citizens 
of  the  Western  States,  where  these  men  were 
expected  to  be  had;  that  portion*  of  the  country 
was  already  exhausted  by  the  services  they  had 
frequently  and  successively  rendered.  It  was 
impossible,  therefore,  that  any  large  force  could 
be  collected  under  this  bill,  even  retaining  the 
section  which  had  been  stricken  out  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  But  if  gentlemen  persisted 
in  calling  upon  men  for  a  contribution  of  volun- 
tary services,  not  to  defend  their  homes,  but  to 
fight  our  battles,  to  march  here  and  there,  with- 
out appealing  to  other  inducements  than  patri- 
otism and  bravery,  they  would  only  deceive 
themselves  and  the  Government. 

Mr.. Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  remarked 
that  the  miliury  force  by  which  we  can  operate 
consists  of  two  descriptions;  the  regular  force, 
whose  general  character  is  mercenary,  the  soldiers 
enlisting  for  the  sake  of  the  bounty  and  subsis- 
tence; UrMUghted  militia  called  into  service  under 
legal  obligations;  and  volunteers,  brooffht  into 
the  field  by  patriotic  motives  only.  If  volunteers 
were  to  be  obtained  only  by  the  greatness  of  the 
inducements  or  the  amount  of  compensation  held 
out,  why  call  for  volunteers  at  all  7  Mr.  C.  said 
he  would  not  consent  to  derogate  from  the  motives 
of  those  who  volunteer  by  supposing  them  to  be 
altogether  actuated  by  such  motives.  There 
were  temptations  of  one  kind  held  out  to  those 
who  enlist  in  the  regular  Army,  and  of  another  to 
those  who  volunteer.  Love  of  country  is  the 
boast,  it  is  the  jewel  of  the  volunteer  corps.  They 
are  unfit  for  the  tug  of  war,  for  its  drudgery  and 
fatigue.  They  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  cases  of 
emergency,  of  great  personal  danger,  but  not  great 
fatigue.  We  must  rely  on  regulars  to  be  enlisted, 
and,  if  not  to  be  had  in  sufficient  numbers,  on 


those  who  shall  be  draughted  from  the  whole  bodv 
of  the  militia.  These  two  constitute  the  bone  and 
muscle  of  the  Army.  If  great  reliance  had  been 
placed  on  a  volunteer  force,  why  had  another  bill 
been  reported  by  the  Military  Committee,  with 
extraordinary  provisions  for  nlling  the  ranks  of 
the  Army  ?  Certainly,  the  volunteers  had  only 
been  considered  a  co-operating  or  subsidiary  force, 
the  regulars  being  the  basis.  A  body  of  volunteers 
for  instance,  might  Individaally  and  collectively, 
possess  the  same  spirit  as  the  little  army  under 
General  Brown,  but  they  could  not  foe  expected  to 
render  the  same  kind  of  services. 

Mr.  FisE,  of  Vermont,  said  that  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  extended 
a  little  farther,  would  favor  the  denial  of  any  com- 
pensation to  volunteers  for  their  service.  The 
gentleman  would  then  see,  how  many  patriotiam 
alone  would  induce  to  take  the  field  for  two  years. 
Volunteers,  Mr.  F.  said,  were  of  the  same  mate- 
rials as  regulars,  if  not  better.  None  of  Brown's 
army  had  been  in  service  two  years,  many  of 
thein  not  six  months,  and  yet  they  have  covered 
themselves  with  glory,  and  established  the  na- 
tional character.  Under  the  guidance  of  men 
who  know  how  to  bring  into  action  the  military 
spirit  with  which  the  country  was  universally 
inspired — under  such  men  as  JBrown,  volunteers 
would  soon  be  fitted  for  the  "  tug  of  war." 

Mr.  Barmett,  of  Gkorgia,  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  war,  and  always  had  been,  and  yet  he  was 
in  favor  of  striking  out  this  section.  In  old  times, 
be  said,  the  patriotism  of  the  people  had  burnt  iili 
its  objects  were  answered ;  now  it  seems  patriot- 
ism is  to  foe  fournt  out  in  two  years.  He  hoped, 
however,  it  never  would. foe  extinguished  until « 
we  obtain  the  object  of  the  war.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  war,  he  said,  and  was  in  hopes  we  were  to 
fight  it  out  with  ball  and  powder — we  are  now 
fighting  it  with  words  and  wind,  and  never  shall 
bring  it  to  a  conclusion  if  we  spend  so  much  time 
in  talking  about  it.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying 
he  was  opposed  to  exemption  in  any  way. 

Mr.  DuvALL,  of  Kentucky,  asked  whether, 
after  faithfully  serving  his  country  for  two  years, 
a  volunteer  was  to  be  told,  his  patriotisin  was  not 
worth  a  rush  because  it  had  not  carried  him  to  the 
end  of  the  war  ?  Let  gentlemen  place  themselves 
in  the  situation  of  the  volunteer.  Why  not  serve 
the  nation  here  from  motives  of  pure  and  unadul- 
terated patriotism  ?  If  we  have  so  much  of  it 
on  our  tongue,  why  not  a  litle  in  practice?  The 
members  of  this  House,  he  presumed,  were  in 
general  more  wealthy  than  the  volunteers.  Let 
them  begin  with  themselves,  and  then  preach  dis- 
interested patriotism  to  others;  their  doctrines 
would  then  be  much  more  attended  to  than  now 
that  they  ulked  of  patriotism,  and  pocketed  the 
per  diem.  Patriotism  will  not  feed  a  man ;  it  is 
most  of  it  air,  and,  however  anxious  to  serve  his 
country  by  fighting,  a  man  must  eat,  and  all  the 
patriotism  of  the  world  will  not  enable  him  to 
dispense  with  it.  The  bill  contained  no  tempta- 
tions to  the  service,  he  said,  save  the  section  which 
is  proposed  to  foe  stricken  out.  When  a  man, 
after  two  years'  service,  came  home  seamed  with 
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honorable  scars,  was  he  to  be  liable  the  oext  day 
to  be  agaiQ  called  into  the  field  ?  This,  he  said, 
woufii  be  the  mopstrous  effect  of  striking  out  the 
section.  But  this  species  of  troops,  it  appeared, 
was  not  fit  for  the  tug  of  war.  This  Mr.  D.  de» 
Died.  They  have  given  evidence  of  their  ability 
to  bear  every  hardship.  In  the  campaign  on  the 
Wabash,  in  the  depth  of  Winter,  they  had  marched 
barefoot  without  complaining.  From  the  severe 
battleof  Massissiniway,  how  many  had  returned 
who  were  not  frostbitten  ?  The  men  who  will 
volunteer  have  no  idea  of  enlisting ;  you  come  at 
a  species  of  force  to  be  had  in  no  other  wav,  and 
as  effective  as  any  in  any  scene  of  action  but  in 
the  open  field,  which  must  be  con  tested  by  military 
art  alone.  He  did  not  believe  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand at  the  utmost  could  be  got  by  this  bill;  but 
if  we  had  a  hundred  thousand  such  men,  officered 
by  such  officers  as  Brown,  Scott,  and  Gaines,  di- 
vided into  three  armies,  they  would  end  the  war 
in  a  single  season,  by  conquering  the  whole  of 
the  enemy's  adjacent  provinces,  the  post  of  Cluebec 
perhaps  alone  excepted,  c&c.  He  hoped  therefore 
this  section,  the  main  inducement  to  volunteers, 
would  not  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Gh OLSON,  of  Virg(inia,  was  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that,  in  consequence  of  their  service,  the  vol- 
miteeffs  ought  to  be  entitled  by  law  to  some  ex- 
emption from  militia  service,  but  not  so  far  as  this 
bill  proposed  to  go.  The  section  which  had  been 
sabstituted,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  that 
now  under  consideration^  (going  to  exempt  them 
until  all  the  other  militia  in  their  district  shall 
have  served  an  equal  term,)  he  thought  went  far 
enough.  But  if  the  war  continued,  ten,  fifteen, 
or  twenty  years,  would  gentlemen  require  the 
main  body  of  the  militia  to  do  duty  two,  three,  or 
foar  years,  and  continue  the  exemption  in  favor 
of  those  volunteers  who  shall  have  served  only 
two  years '?  Mr.  G.  said  he  could  not  agree  to 
do  so. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  section  before 
recited,  was  then  decided :  For  striking  out  105, 
against  it  43.  as  follows: 

Ybjls — Messrs.  Archery  Avexy,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bar- ' 
nett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bige- 
low,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown, BurwelI,Ca- 
perton,GalhoQn,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
Earle,  Ely,  Gaston,  Oeddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gonr- 
din,  Groavenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hnngerford,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  JohiwMi  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York*  Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Law,  Leffiots,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyie,  Markeli, 
McKim>  Moore,  Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Parker^ 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  WUiiam  Reed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold, 
Ruggles,  Schuxeman,  Seybert,  Shefiey,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Troup,  Udree,  Vone,  Ward  of  Massacbn- 
setts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wbeaton,  Wil- 


oox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winler  and  Wright. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hawkins,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  ICilbourn,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Piper,  John  Reed,  Rich, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Strong,  Telfair,  and 
Yancey. 

This  question  having  been  carried,  the  section 
reported  in  lieu  of  it,  going  to  exempt  all  volunteers 
who  shall  serve, two  years  under  this  act  from  be- 
inff  in  future  called  into  miliury  service  until  all 
other  militiamen  in  their  States  or  districts  shall 
have  served  for  two  years,  was  read. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  this  section,  to  strike  out  **  two  years"  in 
each  instance,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  ^^one 
year,"  or  any  longer  term  which  the  volunteers 
may  engage  to  serve. 

Mr.  Qbolson,  of  Virginia,  embodied  Mr.  Jaok- 
son's  amendment  in  the  following  form,  which 
Mr.  J.  accepted  as  his  motion : 

*<  That  any  volunteer  whose  service  shall  be  accept- 
ed under  this  act  shall  be  exempt  from  any  military 
service  until  all  the  militia  in  any  State  or  Territory 
in  which  he  resides  shall  have  served  a  tour  of  doty 
equal  to  that  which  the  said  volunteer  shall  have  served.'' 

After  a  short  debate,  this  motion  to  amend  was 
negatived — 54  to  47. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  the  section 
reported  by  the  Committee  was  amended  by 
striking  out  those  words  which  have  the  efiect  to 
exempt  such  volunteers  from  subsequent  service^ 
whenever  the  militia  are  called  out  en  masse. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  denying  the 
Constitutional  power  of  Congrebs.  to  preclude  the 
States  from  making  use  of  the  militia  for  State 
purposes,  moved  an  amendment  to  the  section, 

?;oing  to  make  the  volunteers  therein  mentioned 
iable  still  to  State  calls  for  militia. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  called  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Qrosvbnor  to  one  of  the  earliest  acts  of 
the  General  Government,  to  exempt  certain  per- 
sons (public  officers)  from  militia  duty,  which 
fact  overturned  the  whole  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ments on  this  head. 

This  remark  of  Mr.  Jackson's  was  applied  to 
others,  who  took  side  with  Mr.  Grosvbnor,  and 
some  debate  took  place  on  it. 

On  the  question.  Mr.  Grosvenor's  amendment 
was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  two  or  three  votes. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  adoption  of 
the  new  section  reported  by  the  Committee  as 
amended,  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  were  required 
by  Mr.  Webster. 

At  length  a  motion  for  adjournment  was  made 
and  carried. 


MoNOAY,  November  7. 
Mr.  FrsK,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
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report  m  bill  to  incorporate  the  tabseribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America;  which 
was  twice  read  by  its  title, and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole* 

PETITION  OP  JOHN  CHALMERS. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  ClaimSf  made  a  ftivorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  Chalmers,  who  asks  of  Congress  re- 
imbursement of  certain  expenditures  made  by  him 
in  manufacturing  certain  cordage  for  the  United 
States,  which,  together  with  the  rope-walk,  were 
burnt  at  Baltimore* on  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
by  order  of  the  Commanding  Ckneral.  The 
committee  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Chalmers,  which  was  twice  read,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  report,  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  on  the  39th  of  March,  1814,  the  petitioner  and 
the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Navy  entered  into  a  contract  for 
the  manufecture  of  cordage  for  the  United  States'  firig- 
«te  Java,  upon  the  following  terms :  the  Navy  Depart- 
inentwas  to  furnish  him  at  Baltimore  with  Russia 
hemp  and  Kentucky  yarn  in  auch  quantities  as  might 
be  found  convenient,  and  he  should  require,  which  was 
to  be  manufoctured  in  good  navy  cordage,  sufficient 
for  the  complete  equipment  of  the  frigate.  For  every 
pound  of  hemp  and  yarn  delivered  to  the  petitioner  he 
was  to  return  a  pound  of  cordage  to  the  Navy  agent, 
fiee  from  expense  to  the  United  States;  so  that  his 
profit  and  compensation  for  his  hbot  and  art  in  manu- 
foctnring  consisted  in  the  difierenoe  ia  the  weight  of 
the  hemp  and  yams,  inoreaeed  by  the  quantity  of  tar 
need  in  the  manufacture.  It  was  also  understood  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Mr.  Chalmers,  that  the 
raw  material,  thus  delivered,  was  to  be  at  the  lisk  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  event  of  loss  by  fire. 

The  petitioner  commenced  manufacturing  the  cor- 
dage, and  had  prepared  and  delivered  to  the  Navy 
agent  at  Baltimore  upwards  of  nine  tons,  and  had  a 
considerable  quantity  ready  to  deUver,  when,  on  the 
appreadi  of  the  enemy  towards  Baltimore,  in  the 
month  of  September  last,  the  rope-walks  in  which  the 
cordage  was  manufacturing  and  then  deporited,  was 
aet  on  fire  by  order  of  General  Forman,  who  then 
oommanded  the  Maiyland  militia  at  that  place;  in 
ooBsequenoe  of  which  the  lope-waUts  wen  destroyed, 
and,  with  them,  about  thirty  tons  of  Russia  hemp, 
belonging  to  the  Government,  and  all  the  labor  and 
profit  of  the  petitioner,  exeept  that  part  of  the  hemp 
which  had  been  delivered.  He  asks  of  Congress  to 
reimburse  him  to  the  amount  of  his  actual  expendi- 
tures, in  the  purchase  of  tar,  and  the  money  which  he 
has  paid  to  persons  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  cordage. 

The  committee  are  not  in  possession  of  foots  which 
would  authorise  fhem  to  determine  whether  the  de- 
struction of  this  property  was  necessary ;  if  it  was 
not,  however  much  they  might  regret  and  deprecate 
that  work,  yet  they  are  of  opinion  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case,  the  individual  who  sustained 
the  loss  should  at  least  be  reimbursed  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  amount  of  his  claim.  They,  therefore, 
report  by  bill,  and  submit  to  the  House  the  following 
reaolation : 

^eaolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  reason- 
able, and  ought  to  be  allowed. 


THE  VOLUNTEER  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  gf  the 
Volunteer  bill. 

The  question  depending  at  time  of  adjourn- 
ment,  viz:  on  the  adoption  of  the  section  exempt- 
ing the  two  years'  volunteers  ^'from  drauerht  or 
other  militia  duty"  at  the  call  of  the  United 
States,  until  all  the  militia  within  their  States 
have  served — having  been  again  stated, 

Mr.  FiSE,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend  it  so 
as  to  read,  that  any  volunteer  who  shall  serve  for 
two  years,  *<  shall  not  thereafter  be  enrolled  in  the 
militia  or  subject  to  draught  or  any  other  militia 
duty  durinfi^  the  present  war,'*  unless  when  the 
militia  shall  be  called  out  en  masse. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  Barnbtt,  of 
Georgia,  and  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  and  advo- 
cated by  the  mover,  and  Messrs.  Wright,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  and  Barbour. 

Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentuckyj  said  be  hoped  the 
amendinent  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont (Mr.  FieK)  would  be  adopted,  wfoich  ex- 
empted volunteers  who  served  the  United  States 
two  years  from  military. service,  pending  the  war, 
except  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  or  wi»en  they 
were  called  out  en  moaae,  as  it  was  the  only  in- 
ducement held  out  for  volunteers  to  tender  their 
aervioes.  He  viewed  them  as  a  valuable  descrip- 
tion of  force,  particularly  if  they  joined  the  ser- 
vice for  eighteen  months  or  two  years.  What 
was  the  omect  for  introducing  this  bill  9  Cer- 
tainly, to  obtain  speedily  a  formidable  fovce,  not 
to  act  as  the  body  of  your  Army,  but  as  an  aox- 
liary  to  the  regular  <force.  No ;  1  am  for  depend- 
ing principally  on  regulars.  What  is  the  encoar- 
ageaent  held  out  by  the  provisions  of  this  bttl 
for  men  to  offer  their  services  ?  Very  inconsidera- 
ble, indeed.  You  give  them  no  bounty  in  land, 
nor  money ;  not  even  elothtng  for  the  first  aix 
months.  You  give  them  the  poor  pittance  o(  the 
monthly  pay.  Can  gentlemen  calculate  on  ob- 
tainiag  a  eonsiderabfe  number  a{  volunteers  on 
these  terms  ?  If  they  do,  they  will  be  most  e^gro- 
giousiy  misuken.  Men  cannot  live  on  the  wind ; 
they  must  have  something  more  substantial. 
They  must  have  something  to  sustain  their  fam- 
ilies on  while  they  are  fighting  the  battles  of  their 
country.  The  price  of  common  labor  is  from 
thirteen  to  fifteen  dollars  per  month;  and  can 
gentlemen  expect  that  meO|  possessing  the  virtue, 
the  integrity,  and  enterprise  of  your  people^  (I 
mean  the  yeomanry,  oif  whom  the  volunteer 
corps  must  be  comfkosed^)  will  leave  their  jwaee- 
abie  homes  and  familiea  toencomter  the  toils  and 
difficulties  incident  to  a  military  life,  unlesa  the 
necessary  inducements  are  held  out?  ThuayUll 
men  who  make  their  caleutations  for  a  living. 
You  musf  meet  their  calculations,  or  you  do  not 
obtain  them ;  particularly  ^hen  they  are  to  ob- 
tain no  credit  for  patriotic  exertions,  which,  I 
am  to  conclude,  is  the  case  from  the  manner  in 
which  some  gentlemen  have  expressed  themselves, 
by  saying  that  they  would  not  give  anything  for 
patriotism  that  would  not  last  longer  than  two 
years'  service.    Gkntlemen  are  doing  their  coun- 
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try  m  serious  injury  by  socb  vxpressioas,  and  act- 
ing parsimoniously.  Be  liberal  in  your  enconr- 
ageroents,  and,  my  word  for  it,  you  will  succeed 
in  obtaining  a  formidable  volunteer  force.  Corps 
of  this  description  must  be  formidable  when  tbey 
are  composed  of  the  betit  materials.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
tells  you  that  this  description  of  force  cannot 
stand  the  tug  of  war,  and  appears,  from  the  man- 
ner he  has  expressed  himseu  on  this  bill,  as  if  he 
bad  no  confidence  in  them.  And  does  the  gentle- 
man prove  that  they  cannot  stand  the  tug  of  war, 
by  referring  yon  to  the  volunteers  under  General 
Porter,  who  have,  during  this  campaign,  signal- 
ized themselves  in  the  different  conflicts  with  the 
enemy  on  the  Niagara  frontier — who  stood  and 
fought,  side  bv  side,  with  General  Brown's  regu- 
lars, and  signalized  themselves  so  nobly  7  If  tbey 
did  not.  Congress  have  acted  very  inconsistently 
in  giving  them  their  thankarfor  their  bravery  and 
activity,  and  awarding  a  medal  (o  their  General 
for  his  gallantry.  Does  the  gentleman  prove  it 
by  referring  you  to  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  who, 
voder  the  gallant  Jackson,  endured  almost  incal- 
cnlable  dimeolties  and  harships,  and  surmounted 
all  obstacles  in  the  Creek  war?  Or  did  the  gen- 
tleman undertake  to  prove  it  by  referring  you  to 
Governor  Shelby's  volunteers,  who,  to  the  amount 
of  thirty-five  hundred,  met  on  a  few  davs'  notice, 
joined  the  standard  of  the  brave  ana  patriotic 
Shelby,  and  travelled  three  hundred  miles  to  Lake 
Krie  ?  On  the  command  of  the  General,  they 
abandoned  their  horses,  and  crossed  the  Lake, 
"ovbere  it  was  forty  miles  wide,  prinei pally  in 
small  brittle  boau,  pursued  the  enemy  one  hiia- 
dred  miles  into  the  interior  of  their  coaniry  mid 
took  them ;  and,  witii  the  aid  of  a  regiment  of 
▼olunteer^  commanded  by  my  worthy  colleagne, 
killed  and  took  prisoners  the  British  army  co«- 
naanded  by  General  Proctor^  and  defeated  the  In* 
dittos  with  coosiderable  slaughter.  They  quar- 
teiMfd  eight  or  nine  days  on  th^  enemy,  living  for 
thai  tioM  on  beef,  wtthoiu  bvc^d  or  salt ;  wading 
waters,  in  some  instances  nearly  half  a  mile,  up 
to  the  waist.  All  this  was  done  by  the  voinn- 
teevs,  without  tents  to  keep  them  from  the  storms, 
wttbont  Government  advaneine  them  a  single 
cent  of  money,  and  done  too  without  a  murmur ; 
and  yet  these  are  the  description  of  forces,  agree- 
ably to  the  favorite  phrase  of  the  genileixuQ  from 
South  Carolina,  thai  cannot  stand  thetusrof  war. 
Mr.  D.  said  the  volunteers  had  done  everything 
of  a  decisive  character  that  has  been  done  from 
the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war  until  this  cam- 
paign, and  parttci|iated  in  ir,  bur  are  to  receive 
DO  credit  for  their  patriotic  exertions,  agreeably 
to  the  declarations  of  ihe  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
(Mr.  Fobbtth)  who  has  told  you  that  it  was  not 
patriotic  motives  that  induced  the  Kentuekians 
to  volunteer  and  go  into  Canada,  but  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  revenge.  Mr.  D.  said  this  was  not  the 
fact ;  whoever  undertakes  to  judge  without  know- 
ing, h  very  apt  to  find  himself  in  an  error.  If 
that  gentleman  had  travelled  through  Kentucky ; 
had  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  habits, 
diaposittonS}  and  principle&of  the  people,  ha  would 


know  they  were  above  the  low,  malignant  prin- 
ciple of  revenge.  He  would  know  that  their  ex- 
ertions have  arisen  from  the  purest  of  motives* 
from  a  real  love  of  countrv,  the  pure  principle  of 
patriotism,  and  not  from  the  low  principle  of  re^ 
venge.  The  truly  brave  are  always  humane  j 
they  soar  above  any  grovelling  motives,  and  that 
gentleman  ought  to  have  made  himself  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  difierent  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, before  he  undertook  to  speak  so  freely.  Such 
expressions,  I  conceive,  were  not  warranted  by 
the  occasion ;  they  are  calculated  to  do  a  serioua 
injury.  If  men  who  have  done  their  country  sig- 
nal services  from  pure  patriotic  motives,  f  for  pay 
was  scarcely  a  consideration  with  them,)  are  t« 
be  treated  tnus  lightljr,  it  will  perhaps  have  ihm 
effect  to  make  them  withhold  their  services  whaa 
they  are  wanting.  Mr.  D.  said  we  mast  hava 
men  of  some  description  or  give  up  the  coo  test, 
which  no  American  ought  to  think  of.  Militia 
cannot  be  deemed  an  efficient  force,  and  they 
were  certainly  the  most  expensive.  The  kind  of 
economy,  or  rather  the  want  of  economy,  parsnedy 
of  having  hundreds  of  thousands  of  militia  under 
arms  at  a  time,  would  bankrupt  the  nation.  He 
did  not  wish  the  volunteers  contemplated  to  be 
raised  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  be  eo« 
tirely  relied  on ;  we  must  rely  principally  on  reg> 
ulars.  But  he  was  satisfied,  that  under  proper 
regnlationa  they  might  be  made  a  formidable  aux- 
iliary force  to  co-operate  with  the  regular  Army* 
He  wished  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army  imme- 
diately filled,  but  he  saw  but  little  prospect  of  it 
from  the  slow  progress  of  business.  We  have 
been  In  session  seven  weeks,  imd  what  have  we 
done?  Nothing.  From  the  indecisive  course,  the 
indisposition  manifested  to  despatch  business,  he 
thought  there  was  but  little  prospect  of  aay thing 
of  a  decisive  character  being  done  shortly,  catcu* 
lated  to  meet  the  emargeney ;  for  that  reason,  h« 
wished  proper  enoottrf^eiiieBt  given  to  induan 
voliiateer  corps  to  teader  %hmg  serviee^  that  their 
might  be  ready  to  act  in  case  of  an  emergeney. 
The  bill  as  it  now  aiands  is  scarceljr  worth  pre- 
serving ;  you  cannot  succeed  under  it  to  any  con* 
siderable  eitent;  hence  the  necessity  of  adopting 
the  amendment  under  consideration.  Mr.  D.  said 
there  was  a  necessity  of  doing  something  spee- 
dily. A  powerful  enemv  was,  aa  it  were,  at  your 
doors.  To  act  indecisively, under  exiatibgciroumr 
stances,  was  tantamount  toaciiog  criminally.  At 
a  time  as  perilous  as  the  present,  hesitation  waa 
almost  inevitable  destruction.  You  must  lay  aside 
your  temporiaing,  theoretical,  or  visionary  pro- 
jects. They  will  not  do  any  longer.  IftheCouncila 
of  the  nation,  at  a  time  as  perilous  as  the  present, 
are  to  be  conducted  by  theoretical  characters,  pro- 
posing and  advocating  visionary  projects,  I  am 
afraid  the  Government  will  be  ultimately  con- 
dusted  to  ruin.  You  must  pick  up  the  old  fash- 
ioned plain  matter  of  fact,  common  sense ;  you 
must  adopt  energetic  measures,  and  adopt  them 
promptly,  if  you  wish  to  preserve  your  rights  and 
save  the  nation. 

Mr.  PoaaTTB  said,  he  apprehended  tbere^%snoi 
a  member  of  the  Hovm  who  had  mtsoad^iaiood 
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him,  besides  the  fifentleman  from  Kentoclr^.  It 
was  very  far  from  his  intention  to  cast  the  slight- 
est imputation  on  the  volunteers  from  Kentucky, 
or  on  any  other  of  our  citizens  who  had  volun- 
teered their  sprvfces.  He  estimated  the  value  of 
their  services  and  the  purity  of  their  motives  as 
highly  as  any  gentleman  in  the  House.  He  did 
say,  and  he  was  prepared  to  repeat,  that  patriot- 
ism was  not  the  only  leading  inducement  to  their 
energetic  conduct.  But  for  the  transactions  on 
the  river  Raisin,  he  believed  those  volunteers 
would  not  have  turned  out  in  such  numbers  as 
they  did.  They  were  governed  by  motives  of 
resentment  against  a  savage  and  brutal  foe.  They 
were,  as  he  had  said  on  a  former  occasion,  stimu- 
lated by  revenge — not  that  dark  passion  the  gen- 
tleman alludes  to,  but  the  revenge  which  governs 
noble  minds*  The  character  of  that  revenge  dis- 
played itself  in  their  conduct.  They  did  not  stain 
thetr  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  foe.  Having 
conquered  him  in  the  field  of  battle,  they  took  a 
noble  revenge,  and  showed  their  superiority  to 
their  enemy  by  extending  to  him  the  hand  of 
friendship. 

Mr.  Desha  thought  the  sense  in  which  the  gen- 
tleman had  explained  his  observations  was  differ- 
ent from  that  in  which  he  had  understood  him  to 
make  them.  As  explained,  be  was  satisfied  with 
them. 

Mr.  Forsyte  said  he  did  not  mean  what  he 
had  said  as  an  explanation. 

The  amendment  proposed  was  finally  negatived 
by  the  following  vote:  For  the  motion  52,  against 
it  81. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
new  section,  Mr.  McKbb  proposed  a  substitute  to 
it,  nearly  in  the  following  words: 

"That  all  volunteers  who  may  enter  the  service  of 
the  United  States  under  this  act,  and  seire  out  the 
time  stipulated,  in  all  future  calls  for  militia  service 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  Sutes,  shall  have 
credit  for  a  term  of  service  equal  to  the  term  served 
by  them  respectively." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  aubatitute,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^ayes  95. 

After  a  few  remarks  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont. 
in  objection  to  this  amendment,  and  Mr.  McKbe 
in  reply,  the  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  section  as  amended,  and  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative without  a  division. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  an 
amendment  going  to  limit  the  number  of  volun- 
teers to  be  accepted  to  ten  thousand. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  McKeb, 
Tbodp;  and  WRtQRT,and  advocated  by  the  mover. 

This  proposed  amendment  having  been  amend- 
ed by  striking  out  ten  thousand  and  inserting 
'* fifty  thousand,"  the  amendment  limiting  the 
number,  as  amended,  was  negatived — 37  only 
rising  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  GHOL80N,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  by  incorporating 
therein,  after  the  clause  authorizing  the  accept- 
ance of  volunteers,  the  following  words:  "who 
may  be  organi:?ed  in  companies,  battalions,  and 
raiments,  ander  the  authority  of  any  Bute,"  4te. 


This  motion,  and  that  which  follows,  were 
debated  at  considerable  length.  Messrs.  Ghol- 
SON,  Wright,  Sharp,  and  Fisk,  of  New  York, 
advocated  the  amendment^  and  Messrs.  Webster 
and  Grosvenor  opposed  it. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  the  foHow- 
inff  vote:  For  the  amendment  68,  agaidst  it  55. 

Mr.  Gholson  then  moved  an  amendment  in 
the  following  section,  which  he  conceived  to  be 
consequent  on  tbis;  the  object  of  which  was,  as 
the  reporter  understood,  to  authorize  the  Execu- 
tive to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  the  volunteer  corps  so  associated  and  or- 
ganized under  State  authority. 

On  the  proposed  amendment,  the  debate  was 
renewed  with  considerable  zeal.  It  was  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Gholson,  Fisk,  of  New  Yoric, 
Wright,  and  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Webster,  Grosvenor,  and  Macon. 

The  question  thereon  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays:  For  the  motion  71,  against  it  76,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ykjls — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archery 
Avery r  Barbour,  Bard,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bnrwell,  Batler, 
Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
dit,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Bvans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  N«w 
York,  Forney,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbroudi,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson*  of  Kentucky, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefferts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Ely,  Far- 
row, Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaaton,  Geddes,  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky,  Holbert,  IngsnoU,  Jack* 
son  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York* 
Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Maasachoaetta,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  McKee,  Montgomeiy,  Moaeliay» 
Markell,  Nelson,  OakJey,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
John  Reed,  Wro.  Reed,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Scfauie- 
man,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward  oi 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  Wil- 
son of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived* 

Mr.  Gholson  took  occasion  to  observe,  that 
the  rejection  of  this  amendment,  though  conse- 
quent upon  the  first,  was  of  little  importance,  as 
every  purpose  he  had  in  view  was  answered  by 
that  already  adopted. 

This  Mr.  GaoBVBNoa  denied,  becaase,  he  said, 
as  the  bill  now  stood,  these  volunteers,  nominally 
under  State  authority,  must  be  officered  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  ^c 

To  this  Mr.  Gholson  replied,  that  the  words 
"organized  under  State  anthority,"  ceruinly  em- 
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braced  alto  the  commissioDiDg  the  officers  by  the 
States. 

To  pot  this  qaestioD  entirely  oat  of  doobt,  as 
he  said,  Mr.  Inghrsoll  moved  to  insert,  after  the 
claose  just  recited,  the  words  ^'Provided,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  said  Tolanteers  shaJl  be  commissioned 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States."  This 
motion  he  supported  by  a  speech  of  some  length, 
to  which  Mr.  Gholson  re|)lied  also  at  some 
length.  Mr.  Rhba  made  a  few  observations  in 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  move  the 
postponement  of  the  further  consideration  of  this 
subject  for  the  present.  He  thought  it  probable, 
when  the  House  had  acted  on  other  measures  of 
more  importance  than  this,  they  would  be  better 
prepared  to  act  on  this  subject.  When  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  had  determined  to  call 
up  this  bill  before  the  other  two  they  had  re- 
ported, it  a'as  under  the  impression  it  would  meet 
with  little  or  no  discussion  or  diversity  of  opin- 
ion. Disappointed  in  that  expectation,  and  be- 
lie vin|^  himself  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
were  inconsistent  with  eacn  other,  and  that  those 
provisions  were  wanting  that  were  necessary  to 
give  it  efficiency,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Tuesday,  November  8. 

Mr.  McEiM,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo* 
rial  of  sundry  ship-owners  and  merchants  of  Bal- 
timore, representing,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
strict  blockade  of  our  bays  and  rivers,  the  private- 
armed  service  is  much  discouraged,  &c^  and  sub- 
mitting to  Congress  the  eipedieocy  of  authori- 
zing a  bounty  to  be  given  for  the  destruction  of 
the  enemy's  vessels.  They  state  their  opinion  of 
the  high  effect  of  thisaort  of  warfare  on  the  ene- 
my's commerce,  and  say  that  they  are  readv  to 
give  the  best  pledge  of  their  sincerity  in  this  belief, 
if  encouragement  be  afforded,  by  entering  largely 
into  the  enterprises  against  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy. — The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Kbnt,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  to  in* 
corporate  the  subscribers  to  a  bank,  by  the  name 
and  style  of  ^  The  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Georgetown ;"  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  a  com- 
mittee was  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  joint  res- 
olution requesting  him  to  appoint  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Castille  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  [The  case 
of  the  petitioner  is  nearly  this,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
RoBBBTBON :  The  peUtioner  was  convicted,  be- 
fore the  United  States'  Court,  of  ha  vine  in  his 
possession  8mug|rled  goods,  and  was  theretor  fined 
to  the  amount  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. From  circumstances  which  appeared  on 
the  trial,  he  was  recommended  by  the  jury  to  the 
mercy  of  the  Government.  He  has  now  been  in 
prison  eighteen  months,  and^  unless  relieved  by 
Congress,  mast  forever  remain  there.    Whatever 


property  he  has  or  may  acquire  still  remains  lia« 
bie  for  the  fine.]  The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

SMALL  ARMED  VESSELS. 

The  House  resofved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  pur- 
chased the  vessels  therein  described,  viz :  not 
more  than  twenty  vessels,  to  carry  not  less  than 
eight  nor  more  than  fourteen  guns. 
The  bill  having  been  read  through- 
Mr.  Plbasantb,  of  Virginia,  (the  Chairman  of 
the  Naval  Committee.)  said,  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  sufficiently  explained  by  its  contents.  As  to 
its  expediency,  the  experience  of  the  present  war 
bad  amply  demonstrated  the  utility  of  this  species 
of  force.  He  called  upon  the  Committee  for  a 
moment  to  turn  its  attention  to  the  cruises  of 
those  vessels,  and  compare  their  effects  with  those 
of  the  cruises  of  the  larger  vessels.  The  conquests 
achieved  by  our  frigates,  4tc.,  would  never  bie  for- 

Sotten  i  they  were  great  and  important ;  but  their 
epredations  on  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  dur- 
ing long  cruises,  had  been  comparatively  unim- 
portant. On  reference  to  the  cruises  of  private 
armed  vessels,  of  the  class  contemplated  by  this 
bill,  a  very  different  result  appeared.  The  effects 
of  their  enterprises  against  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy  had  been  great  and  important }  such,  in* 
deed,  as  to  give  us  every  reason  to  believe  that  a 
class  of  small,  swift-sailing  vessels,  of  this  de- 
scription, would,  in  all  probability,  conduce  to  put 
a  speedy  end  to  the  war,  by  the  impression  it 
would  make  on  the  enemy's  commerce.  He  very 
much  doubted  whether  the  Government  could 
expend  a  small  sum  of  money  in  any  way  so  effi- 
ciently as  if  appropriated  to  the  particular  pur- 
poses of  this  bill.  He  knew  some  of  the  best  and 
most  enlightened  friends  of  the  Navy  were  op* 
posed  to  toe  bill;  but  he  did  not  believe,  taking 
into  consideration  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  situation  of  the  country,  that  they  could 
assign  sufficient  objections  to  it.  Our  Navy  bad 
acquired  a  greater  stock  of  glory,  credit,  and  rep- 
utation, to  themselves,  and  reflected  it  upon  the 
countryi  than  ever  had  been  acquired  in  the  same 
space  of  time  by  any  military  equipment,  either  by 
land  or  ocean,  in  any  country.  He  had  paid  some 
little  attention  to  the  history  of  the  British  navy, 
and  he  believed  the  history  of  ourtNavy  woula 
stand  a  comparison  with  any  other  the  world 
affords.  But,  in  regard  to  depredation  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy,  he  believed  their  efficiency 
could  not  be  compared  to  that  of  vessels  of  a 
smaller  class. 

Mr.  W.  Rbbd,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  oppose 
the  bill  as  it  now  stood.  If  he  could  persuade 
himself  that  the  effects  anticipated  by  the  honor- 
able Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  could 
ever  be  realized,  in  tbe  common  course  of  events, 
he  should  be  tbe  last  man  in  the  House  to  oppose 
the  passage  of  the  bill  for  a  moment.  He  thought 
he  could  make  it  appear  that  the  ground  as^nmed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  wholly  un- 
tenable^   By  the  force  proposed  in  th  is  bill,  Mr.  R* 
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•hoald  leave  a  wider  discretion  with  the  Execu- 
tive. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Reed'b 
motion  to  amend  the  bill,  and  negatived— ayes 
only  40. 

Mr.  Imgersoll  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  14,  the  maximum,  and  inserting 
^  Runs,  so  as  that  the  rate  of  the  vessels  shall 
not  fall  short  of  8  nor  exceed  22  guns. 

This  motion  Mr.  I.  supported  by  a  speech,  in 
which  he  expressed  his  decided  preference  for  the 
larger  class  of  vessels.  He  reviewed  the  cruises 
of  our  frigates,  pronouncing  the  capture  of  the 
Guerriere  by  the  Constitution  as  having  been 
more  important,  in  its  moral  effect,  than  all  the 
cruises  of  all  our  privateers  put  together;  and 
certainly  the  most  efficient  cruise  ofany  vessel, 
great  or  small,  had  been  that  of  the  Essex.  It 
these  vessels  were  intended  merely  to  act  as  pri- 
vateers, they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  take  off  the 
double  duties  on  prize  goods,  and  they  would  have 
no  occasion  to  employ  public  vessels  on  that  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Pleasants  spoke  in  explanation.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  amendment  now  proposed, 
going  to  extend  the  Executive  discretion,  but  that 
It  would  interfere  with  the  bill  as  it  had  been  ar- 
ranged with  some  care  in  the  Senate,  and  pdssed 
that  body.  The  idea  of  disgrace  attaching  to 
vessels  from  ruoning  from  superior  force,  was 
more  romantic  than  real.  On  what  principles 
ought  naval  commanders,  or  even  military  com- 
manders, to  act  1  Every  wise  general,  every  pru- 
dent sea  captain,  will  get  out  of  the  way  of  a 
force  too  heavy  for  him  i  a  ship  flies  a  frigate,  a 
frigate  a  seventy-four,  d^c.  This  objection,  he 
thought,  had  as  little  weight  as  any  other  wnich 
had  been  ur^ed. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Inqersoll,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  William  Reed  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  put  it  in  execution,  "as  soon  as  mea- 
'  sures  are  taken  to  equip  for  sea  such  of  the  larger 
^  vessels  directed  to  be  built  by  former  laws,  as  are 
'  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  that  they  may 
'  be  equipped  during  the  ensuing  winter." 

This  motion  he  supported  by  a  speech  of  con- 
siderable length,  in  which  he  expressed  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  head  of  the  Navy  Deoartment, 
which  prevented  him  from  relying  implicitly  on 
him  for  the  faithful  execution  of  this  trust,  unless 
he  were  bound  to  it  by  a  special  provision  like 
this.  He  adverted  to  the  state  of  these  vessels  ; 
the  inactivity  of  preparation.  Why  they  were 
left  defenceless,  and  obliged  to  rely  on  the  indul- 
gence or  generosity  of  the  States  for  the  cannon 
to  protect  them,  he  could  not  say,  but  he  should 
be  glad  to  know.  He  made  a  number  of  other 
remarks  in  this  strain,  and  to  show  the  advan- 
tages the  United  States  would  derive  from  send- 
ing these  vessels  out  this  Winter,  which  was  not 
yet  too  late  to  be  accomplished  by  a  zealous, 
faithful,  and  active  officer,  &c.  Though  no  friend 
to  the  war,  he  was  disposed  by  active  exertions  to 
bring  it  to  as  speedy  a  close  as  possible,  &c. 


Mr.  Wbight  and  Mr.  Pleabamts  very  decid- 
edly opposed  this  motion,  on  the  gronnd  of  the 
very  unnecessary  delay  it  would  occasion  to  the 
execution  of  this  bill,  which  ought  to  be  carried 
into  effect  promptly,  if  at  all.  The  two  objects 
did  not  conflict,  nor  were  they  connected ;  and 
the  amendment  was  therefore  injudicious.  The 
Government  had,  no  doubt,  made  every  exertion 
to  get  these  vessels  ready,  compatible  with  other 
engagements,  and  the  urgency  of  the  case,  dtc. 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  only  25. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House,  who  agreed  to  the  amendment 
which  had  been  made  to  it. 

Mr.  William  Reed  then  moved  to  strike  out 
eight,  the  minimum  of  force,  and  incert  ^  eight- 
een ;"  which  motion  was  ne^tived  by  yeas  and 
aays-^veas  43,  nays  98^ 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Weonesdat,  November  9. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  memorial 
of  seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  persons,  pray- 
ing, for  reasons  therein  stated,  that  certain  pbblic 
lands  may  be  appropriated  and  sold  at  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  the  acre  to  actual  settlers.  On  the 
question  to  refer  the  same  to  the  Committee  on 
Fublic  Lands,  there  were  for  the  motion  48, 
against  it  50.  So  the  House  refused  to  refer  the 
said  memorial,  which  falls  on  the  table  of  course. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  from  the  District  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  a  bank  in  Alexandria,  by  the  name 
and  style  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria; 
which  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Castille,  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '^authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  described,'' 
as  amended  in  this  House^  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed^  without  opposition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  make  an  additionid  allowance,  during 
the  present  war,  to  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing 
home  destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen 
to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Eppes  quoted  the  letters  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  the  last  session  recommenc- 
ing the  passage  of  the  bill;  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  no  larger  appropriation  is  asked  for 
than  that  annually  made,  but  the  appropriation 
of  a  gross  sum  of  the  same  amount  is  recom- 
mended, and  also  the  repeal  of  the  limitation  now 
provided  often  dollars  for  each  seaman  eo  brought 
into  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  directing  the  staff  officers  of  the  Army 
to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  naval  and 
marine  officers  in  certain  cases,  having   been 


€49 


Wmm.Y  OF  COHCffiBBS. 


660 


2I0TBMBBB,  1814» 


Wdjfs  and  MeaM^-Ann^  9iipplU$  and  Di$cipline. 


H.  ofR. 


called  over,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Plea  bants, 
of  Virgiaia,  postpoaed  on  til  to-morrow  week. 

WATS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  "  to  provide  ad- 
'  ditional  revenues  for  defraying  ibe  eipenses  of 
^  Government,  and  sustaining  tbe  public  credit,  bj 
'  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States,  and  amending  the  act  laying  duties 
'  00  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors." 

The  hill  contains  twenty-seven  sections,  all  of 
mere  detail,  conformable  to  the  resolutions  which 
iiave  passed  the  House,  except  the  following: 

8kc.  S5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  towards 
establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  provide  ibr  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  Government,  for  thepanetu- 
al  payment  of  the  public  debt,  principal  and  mterest, 
contrasted  and  to  be  contracted,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  contracts  respectively;  and  for  creating  an  ade- 
quate sinking  fund  ftadttaUy  to  reduce,  and  eventually 
to  eaUinguiih  the  puUie  debt*  contracted,  and  to  be 
contracted;  the  rates  and  duties  fadd  and  impoeed  by 
this  act,  and  the  dnties  laid  and  imposed  upon  licenses 
to  distillers,  in  and  by  the  said  ac^  entitled  ''An  act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distiHers  of  spiritnous 
liquors,"  shall  continue  to  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected 
during  the  present  war  between  us  and  Great  Britain, 
and  until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely 
accomplished,  anything  in  the  said  act  of  Congress  to 
&e  contraly  thereof,  in  any  wise,  notwithstanding. 
And  for  the  effectual  application  of  the  revenue  to  be 
raised  \tj  and  from  the  said  duties  to  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  pledged:  Provided  ahoaya.  That 
whenever  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  alter, 
reduce,  or  change  the  said  dnties  or  either  of  them,  it 
shall  be  lawful  10  to  do,  upon  providing  and  substitu* 
ting  by  law,  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  pur* 
poses,  other  dnties  which  shall  be  equally  productive 
with  the  duties  so  altered,  redoeed,  or  changed:  And 
frovided  further.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  deemed  or  construed  in  anywise  to  rescind  or 
impair  any  specific  appropriation  of  the  said  duties  or 
either  of  them ;  but  such  appropriation  shall  remain 
and  be  carried  into  effect  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  law  and  laws  making  the  same, 
anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Bxc.  S6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  au- 
tborise  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  the 
collection  and  receipt  of  the  duties  laid  and  imposed 
bj  this  act,  and  by  the  said  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying 
'dlnties  on  lioensesto  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  fay 
obtaining  a  loan,  apon  Uie  pledge  of  the  said  duties  for 
the  reimbarsement  thereof,  to  an  amount  not  nceed- 
ing  six  millioas  of  dollars,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  net 
exceeding  aix  per  centum  per  annum.  And  any  bank 
or  banks  now  incorporated,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
incorporated,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
ii^  and  are,  hereby  authorised  to  make  such  loan:  Pro- 
vidcd  ahuaye,  and  it  is  expressly  declared.  That  the 
money  so  obtained  upon  loan,  shall  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  to  which  the  said  duties  so  to  be 
pledged  are  by  this  act  applied  and  appropriated,  and 
to  no  other  purposes  whatsoever. 

The  bill  was  committed. — And  on  motion,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tburbdat,  November  10. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  do  not  concur  in  the  amendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  **  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased  tbe  vessels  therein  described.'' 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  PleasantSj 
that  this  House  do  recede  from  their  amendment 
to  the  bill,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  as  aforesaid. 
And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative :  Whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  insist  on  the  said 
amendment,  and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  sub- 
ject-matter thereof. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  William  Reed,  and  Mr. 
Inoersoll,  were  appointed  the  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  th^  Senate  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  "  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  tbe  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  de- 
scribed," and  agree  to  the  conference  asked  upon 
the  subject-matter  thereof,  and  have  appointed 
managers  on  their  part. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State, 
during  the  present  war,  to  make  an  additional  al- 
lowance to  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  home 
destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  .on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  lohn 
Chalmers,  jr.  The  bill  was  discussed,  and  its 
object  explained  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  (Mr.  Yancey)  and  by  the  read- 
ing of  tbe  report  of  the  Committee,  and  then  re- 
ported to  the  House. 

After  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  some 
discussion  took  place  on  the  point,  whether  Mr. 
Chalmers  did  or  did  not  receive  timely  notice  of 
the  intention  to  burn  the  building  containing  the 
yarn,  dbc,  which  was  destroyed.  The  bill  was 
eventually  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Eppes  of  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kilboubn,  of  Ohio,  the  peti- 
tion which  he  presented  yesterday,  praying  for 
the  exposure  of  the  public  lands  for  sale  at  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  per  acre  to  actual  settlers,  was 
taken  up  and  referred. 

ARMY  8UPPUJB8  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolutions : 

BcBohed,  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  Affidie 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient^  of  changing 
the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  Army  by  contracts, 
or  some  ether  better  calcnlated  for  a  state  of  war,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Aeaaifed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
infi>rm  the  House  whether  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  is  trained  by  any  one  uniform  system  of  disci- 
pline; and,  if  not,  what  are  the  causes  which  have 
prevented  it 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
state  to  the  House,  that  next  to  having  an  army, 
to  have  it  well  supplied  and  well  tratued  was 
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an  object  of  the  greatest  importance.  He  bad 
been  iDformed.  from  a  source  to  be  relied  od,  that 
the  present  mo^e  of  supplying  the  Army,  whilst 
it  suDJeeted  the  public  to  speculations  by  the  con- 
tractors, was  frequently  on  great  emergencies 
fuund  wholly  inefficient.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant enterprises  in  the  South  would  have  fail- 
ed in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  of  the  con- 
tractor, had  not  the  difficulty  been  overcome  by 
the  great  energy  of  the  Commanding  General  on 
that  occasion.  There  was,  he  had  also  under- 
stood, a  variance  in  the  discipline  of  the  Army, 
in  consequence  of  five  or  six  different  systems 
employed  in  training  of  the  Armv.  So  great 
was  this  variance,  that  no  large  body  of  our 
Army,  Brown's  command  perhaps  excepted,  could 
be  properly  exercised  together. 
The  resolutions  were  agreed  to 

WAYS  AND  MEANa 

Mr.  Eppeb,  by  general  consent,  made  a  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  three 
million  loan  bill.  [Thfs  amendment  proposes  to 
pledge,  to  pay  the  interest  and  cradually  redeem 
the  principal  of  this  particular  loan,  a  portion  of 
the  internal  duties  now  existing,  or  to  be  hereaf- 
ter imposed.]  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Eppeb,  of  Virginia  siid,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  had  under  consideration 
the  propriety  of  a  general  increase  ofthe  Sinking 
Fund.  They  considered  it  proper  that  any  mea- 
sure of  this  kind  ought  to  apply  to  all  the  new 
stock,  and  not  to  a  small  portion  of  it.  On  this 
subject  they  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary ofthe  Treasury,  requesting  him  to  state  those 
particulars  of  information  which  were  necessary 
to  enable  the  Committee  to  take  up  the  whole  sul>- 
ject,  and  place  the  new  debt  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  same  firm  and  solid  basis  that  the  old 
debt  had  previouslv  been  placed  on.  If  the  House 
were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  apply 
this  principle  to  a  fragment  of  the  debt,  than  to 
make  tbe  general  provision  he  had  suggested,  they 
would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 
If,  however,  it  was  their  opinion  that  every  pub- 
lic creditor  ought  to  receive  the  same  measure 
of  justice,  and  that  no  line  of  discrimination 
ought  to  be  drawn  between  them,  the  rule  ought 
to  be  extended  to  all  the  new  debt,  if  to  any. 
The  Committee  bad  on  these  grounds  determined 
to  recommend  a  disagreement  to  the  Senate's 
amendment.  On  this  view  of  the  subject,  when 
the  House  reflected  that  they  had  already  given 
the  most  substantial  pledges  to  impose  sufficient 
taxes;  when  a  bill  had  been  reported  containing 
a  provision  for  creating  an  adequate  Sinking 
Fund,  and  paying  tbe  interest  of  the  debt,  and 
thus  reviving  the  public  credit,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  think  with  him,  that  it  would  be 
more  correct  to  take  that  course  than  to  adopt 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  question  to  disagree  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 


Friday,  November  ll'. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York,  Isaac 
Williams,  jr.,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying 
that  their  charter  may  be  so  amended  as  that  they 
may  be  authorized  to  issue  notes  for  any  sum  not 
less  than  one  dollar.— Referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Augusta,  Rocking- 
ham, and  Shenandoah,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
who  profess  themselves  to  be  of  that  class  of  citi- 
zens called  ancient  German  Baptists,  Tunkarda, 
and  Menonists;  and  are  conscientiously  scrupu- 
lous of  bearing  arms,  praying  to  be  protected  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  their  religious  liberties,  and 
liberty  of  conscience,  accordin|f  to  the  faith. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commit* 
sioner  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk  in  bis  office 
to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses ;  which  v^^as  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Eppeb  also  reported  a  bill  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
duties  on  sales  at  auction  ;  on  the  postage  of  let- 
ters ;  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise;  on  carriages  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons;  and  on  plated  harness; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Jennings,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  4(h  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
publication  of  the  lawsof  the  United  States  within 
tbe  Territories  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office 
to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CoNnicT, 

Resolved,  That  the  report  and  documents  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  by 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  man- 
ner of  making  contracts  for  supplying  the  Army 
of  the  United  Stat^  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures,  with  instructions  to  in- 
quire in  what  particular  instances,  if  any,  the 
public  moneys  advanced  to  quartermasters, and* 
army  contractors  have  been  misapplied;  what 
losses,  if  any,  are  likely  to  be  sustained,  and  what 
measures,  if  any,  are  taken  for  their  recovery ; 
and  that  ^aid  committee  be  further  instructed  to 
inquire  and  report  to  this  House,  in  what  par- 
ticular instances,  if  any,  the  supplies  of  provisions 
and  other  necessaries,  furnished  by  the  contrac- 
tors for  the  use  of  the  militia,  when  in  service, 
have  been  found  to  be  either  deficient  in  quantity 
or  unfit  for  use,  together  with  such  amendments 
as  the  laws  on  these  subjects  may,  in  their  opinion, 
require. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  War  Department,  stating,  that  few  or 
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no  material  papers  were  lost,  during  the  late  in- 
cursion of  the  enemy. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
sisting on  their  amendment  to  the  three  million 
4oau  bill,  and  inviting  a  conference.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Eppbs,  the  House  insisted  on  their  disa- 
greement, and  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  a  conference. 

The  Honse,on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancby  of  North 
Carolina,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
the  reliel  of  John  Chalmers,  jr.  Further  evidence 
in  support  of  his  claim  was  produced  and  read. 

The  motion  depending  on  the  former  discussion 
of  the  bill,  was  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  questions  now  presented  by  it  were  these: 
1.  Whether  this  was  a  class  of  cases,  which,  if 
clearly  established,  was  entitled  to  the  favorable 
attention  of  Congress?  2.  Whether,  if  it  was  such 
a  case,  it  would  be  proper  to  act  singly  on  this 
case,  without  reference  to  others  of  a  similar 
character?  3.  Whether  the  statement  of  facts 
was  supported  by  the  evidence  ?  On  the  two  first 
of  these  points,  the  opinion  appeared  to  be  gen- 
erally favorable  to  the  claimant,  considering  his 
case  entirely  8ui  generis.  On  the  last  point,  there 
was  a  difference  of  opinion,  on  the  ground  that 
the  House  had  not  before  it  as  conclusive  evidence 
on  the  subject  as  was  within  their  reach. 

In  the  end,  however,  the  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  FiBK,  of  New  York,  called  up  the  National 
Bank  bill }  but,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Qaston  of 
North  Carolina  that  time  had  not  been  allowed 
since  it  was  reported  for  the  due  consideration  of 
its  provisions,  waived  his  motion,  and  gave  notice 
that  he  should  call  it  up  on  Monday. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  making  further 
provision  ^*for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
Army  by  classifying  the  free  male  population  of 
the  United  States;'' having  been  called  over— 

Mr.  LowNnBB,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  further  consideration  of  this  order  of  the  day  be 
postponed  ^ntil  Tuesday  next.  In  support  of  this 
motion,  he  urged  the  impropriety  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature  acting  at  the  same 
time  on  two  bills,  with  totally  distinct  provisions, 
having  the  same  object  in  view.  If  both  should 
pass,  the  interchange  of  the  bills  would  place  each 
bouse  in  an  awkward  predicament.  In  any  view, 
no  time  could  be  saved  by  acting  on  this  bill, 
pending  the  discussion  of  another  bill  on  the  same 
subject  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative  without  a  division. 

PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  ARNOLD. 

Mr.  Cbappbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionarjr  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  William  Arnold ;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  neyt.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he  was  possessed  of  a  1 
loon  office  oertificate,  issued  firom  the  loan  office  in  { 


Maesochasetts,  payable  to  Christopher  Clark,  or  bearer^ 
for  $600,  and  dated  the  25th  October,  1777.  That  on 
the  27th  December,  1787,  his  hoose  was  burnt,  ani^ 
with  it,  this  certificate,  dbc.  He  prays  ihmi  another 
certificate  of  like  value  may  be  issued  to  him. 

From  the  papers  submitted  to  the  committee,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  house  of  the  petitioner  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  that  the  said  certifi^ 
cate  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  petitioner ;  that 
the  fact  of  its  destruction  ^as  made  known  to  two  wit- 
nesses soon  after  it  happened ;  and  that  notice  of  said 
destruction  was  given  in  one  of  the  public  papers  of 
Boston,  and  also  in  the  Newport  Herald,  These  ad- 
vertisements were  not  inserted,  however  until  October^ 
1700,  nearly  three  years  after  the  destruction. 

In  December,  1790,  the  petitioner  notified  the  com- 
missioner of  kums  at  Boston  of  the  fiict,  and  deposited 
with  him  the  evidence  thereof  That  in  November^ 
1791,  he  petitioned  Congress  on  the  subject,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
made  his  report  in  April,  1792.  This  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  who  reported  thereon,  but  the 
report  was  not  further  acted  on. 

From  the  above  facts  it  appears  that  the  petitioner 
has  complied  with  the  requisites  of  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  10th  of  May,  1780,  in  every  particular 
except  as  to  the  time  in  which  notice  should  have 
been  given  of  the  destruction. 

It  dso  appears,  by  a  letter  received  fiom  the  Audi- 
tor of  the  Treasury,  that  this  claim  was  presented,  and 
regiitered  in  his  office  on  the  29th  of  May»  1796^ 
which  is  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  tha 
21st  April,  1794 ;  and  that  the  reason  why  it  was  not 
recognised  and  settled  was,  that  the  advertisement  of 
the  destruction  of  the  certificate  was  too  late  to  entitle 
the  claimant  to  reliefl 

From  the  lbreg<Mng  &cts,  the  committee  feel  satis- 
fied that  the  claim  is  a  just  one ;  and  they  find  no 
legal  objection  to  its  being  allowed,  except  that  the 
provision  of  the  resolve  of  1780,  relative  to  the  notice 
of  the  destruction  of  the  certificate  has  not  been  com- 
plied with.  They  do  not  think  this  objection  sufficient 
to  bar  the  claim.  .  It  may  not  be  proper,  on  slight  oc- 
casions, to  forego  the  provisions  of  a  law  founded  in 
wisdom,  and  thereby  give  precedents  to  sanction  claims 
supported  neither  by  law  nor  equity ;  but  when  to  ob- 
tain justice  it  is  necessary  to  do  so,  the  committee  feel 
not  only  willing,  but  bound  to  do  it.  They,  therelorey 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fi>Uowittg  resolution : 

JReaohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to 
be  granted. 

TmBASUBT  Dbpabtmxbt, 

Audito^e  Office,  October  W,  1814. 
Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  27ih  instant, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  claim  'of  William 
Arnold  for  the  renewal  of  a  loan  office  certificate  of 
the  nominal  value  of  six  hundred  dollars,  under  the 
act  of  the  2lBt  April,  1794,  was  presented  and  regis- 
tered at  this  office,  on  the  29th  May,  1795 ;  and  that 
the  papers  in  ralotion  thereto  (believed  to  be  the  same 
now  of&rad  in  support  of  his  petition)  remained  in 
my  possession  until  the  5th  of  March,  1814,  when  they 
were  withdrawn  fay  Mr.  Potter  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. The  objection  to  the  admission  of  this 
claim  at  the  Treasury,  as  noted  on  a  general  statement 
furnished  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
on  the  8th  of  Morch,  1802,  were  in  the  following 
words :  •'  The  destruction  appears  to  ba^«  wkea  place 
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be  uiBtrociea  to  wqum  inw  uie  expeomncy  m  pivvia- 
ing  by  law  tfiat  any  kind  of  money  whidi  may  be  paid 
by  tbe  Gorernment  to  the  troopi  in  the  nnriee  olth« 
Untied  States,  for  military  oervioei,  shall  be  receimbk 


OB  the  S7Ui  Deeember,  1787,  hot  wes  not  advertised 
witil  the  month  of  Cklober,  1790,  which  was  too  lale 
to  entiOe  die  daimattt  to  the  benefit  of  die  act."  The 
petition  and  doooments  are  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  boner  to  be,  with  great  respeet,  sir,  yew 
cbedienl  hvmUe  sekvant* 

R.  HARRI80N. 
Hea.  Jour  C.  CuAwnLU 

Ckaurfnan  «f  CawtmiiUe  m  JViMieiw,  4«* 

PAY  OP  THE  TROOPS. 

Mr.  Harris,  of  TeDoessee,  submitted  for  con- 
sideration ihe  fbilowing  resolntion : 

Seaohedf  That  die  Committee  ol  Ways  and  Means 
be  instroeled  to  inqubre  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 

paid 

tdke 

\  receimble 

in  payment  #om  the  poople  for  their  taxesi 

Mr.  H.  said  that  the  propriety  of  offering  fh^ 
resolotion  had  sngffesied  itself  to  his  mind  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  Tennessee  troops  haying 
been  paid  for  their  services  in  the  Creek  war, 
with  Chiiicothe  notes.  It  was  true,  he  said,  that 
acme  of  the  notes  were  made  payable  in  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia,  but  many  of  them  were 
payable  at  the  Chiiicothe  Bank,  in  Ohio.  These 
notes,  he  said,  would  not  pass  in  Tennessee,  witb- 
oii.t  a  discount  of  from  ten  to  tWeoty-fire  per  cent. 
and  that  the  tax  gatherers  wer^  not  authorized  to 
leeeive  them  in  the  payment  of  taxes.  Mr.  H. 
aaid  that  a  pi'o  vision  like  tb^  one  contemplated  by 
tha  rcaolation,  would  prevent  the  paymasters 
irom  speculating  upon  the  people.  That  it  was 
now  in  the  power  of  the  paymasters  to  make  ar- 
rangements so  as  to  ]Miy  troops  off  with  notes  on 
tite  most  distant  and  inconyenieart  banks,  anfd  af« 
terwards  to  have  them  purchased  up  at  a  consid- 
erable discount.  It  was  a  fact,  he  said,  that  th6 
Chiiicothe  not^s  would  not  be  taken  from  the 
people  in  Tennessee,  even  by  the  merchants,  with- 
out a  discount  of  at  least  ten  per  cent.  lie  said 
that  the  Tennessee  troops  who  fought  last  Winter 
the  Creek  war,  and  returned  covered  with  scars, 
reoeived  for  their  services  these  notes,  which  are 
not  allowed  to  be  taken  in  the  payment  of  their 
taxes.  For  this  evil  he  hoped  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  would  be  able  to  provide  a 
remedy. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SMALL  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  relative  to  the  bill  authorizing  the 
purchase  or  building  of  not  more  than  twenty 
amall  armed  vessels,  made  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  House  to  strike  out  the  Words  ^*  twenty- 
two'' guns  and  insert  "sixteen;"  so  as  that  the 
veaseb  to  be  built  or  purchased  shall  carry  not  less 
than  eight  nor  more  than  sixteen  guns. 

Mr.  P.  stated,  that  on  recurring  to  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  recommending  the 
Mthorizatioa  of  those  vessels,  it  appeared  that 
they  were  intended  to  be  schooners.  It  was  pretty 
weU  understood  that  sixteen  was  the  largest 
number  of  guns  which  the  largest  class  of  sohooo^ 


ers  carries.  The  vessels  embraced  by  the  bill 
were  considered  by  the  Naval  Committee  merely 
in  the  light  of  a  temporary  acquisition,  not  as  a 
permanent  addition  to  the  Navv.  Vessels  of  this 
description  could  be  very  readily  obtained,  pr»> 
pared  with  creat  facility  and  sent  to  sea  with  ex- 
pedition, (which  was  a  great  object,)  and  when 
there  was  no  longer  occasion  for  them,  could  be 
disposed  of  at  their  full  value.  All  these  consid- 
erations, combined,  urged  the  adoption  o(  the 
modification  proposed  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  W.  Rbed,  of  Massachusetts  not  deairin^ 
to  repeat  arguments  he  had  heretofore  urred  oa 
this  subjjBct,  said  he  rose  only  to  remind  the  House 
of  the  abortion  of  former  attempts  to  procure  by 
purchase  a  temporary  naval  force.  As  to  the  dis- 
posal of  them  at  the  end  of  the  war,  Mr.  R.  said 
most  probably  the  enemy  would  take  care  of  theoa 
all  before  the  end  of  the  Winter. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  was 
then  agreed  to. 

Saturoat,  November  12. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  "  makinff  fur- 
ther provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States ;''  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  committed 
the  bill  making  further  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  regular  Array,  by  classifying  the  free 
male  population  of  tbe  United  States. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  publication 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Chal- 
mers, jun.,  was  read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKih,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expedienc^r  of  imposin|;  a  duty  on  aU  goods 
and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  Statesi 
that,  under  the  existmg  laws,  may  be  admitted  to 
entry  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  McKeb,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre- 
emption on  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  set- 
tlers in  the  Indiana  Territory ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Viriginia,  made  the  following 
report  from  the  committee  of  conference  : 

*<  The  mansgers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Itepresentatives,  at  the  con- 
ference on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Representotives,  te  the  bill  entitled 
'An  act  to  authorise  a  loea  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  millions  of  dollars/  report,  that  die  Senate  do 
recede  from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  except 
so  much  thersof  as  strikes  oat  the  last  clause  of  tbe 
5th  section,  and  do  agree,  as  a  substitute  therefor,  to 
the  two  following  sections,  dbc. 

«  Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  sddi- 
tion  to  the  annual  sum  at  eight  millions  of  doUsrs  here- 
tofore appropriated  to  the  Smkuig  Fund,  adequate  and 
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pormaiiMl  ftmAi  dwlt,  4|Biiig  tte  pffwewt  mmion  of 
CongT«M,  be  pMYided  and  appiopnatad  for  the  pay- 
mant  of  die  intereal,  and  reimbunement  of  the  princi- 
pd  of  aaid  ttock  created  by  this  act 

"  8x0.  7,  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  an  ade- 
aoate  and  permanent  linking  fhnd,  gradually  to  re- 
diioe»  and  erentnally  toeztinguiah  &e  public  debt, 
eontraeted  and  to  be  contracted  during  the  preient 
war,  ihall  also  be  eelabUshed  during  the  preeent  aee- 
aion  of  CongreM." 

The  report  having  been  read,  it  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Eppes,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  until  the 
bill  should  be  returned  from  the  Senate.  It  was 
subeequently  taken  up,  and  the  report  agreed  to. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  for 
consideration  by  Mr.  Hall. 

1.  Buohedy  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meant  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorising  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  notes 
conTenient  for  circulation,  to  the  amount  of  — ^  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  under  sudi  checks  as  may  be  thought 
best  calculated  to  detect  countarleits,  in  which  alone, 
and  gold  and  sflver,  shall  all  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  or 
debts  doe,  or  which  hereafter  become  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  be  paid. 

3.  Remihed,  That  the  Treasury  notes  whieh  may  be 
ieaiied  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  all  debts 
due,  or  which  may  hereafter  beeome  doe,  between  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  between  a  dtiaen  oi 
the  United  States  and  a  citiBen  or  subjeot  of  any  for- 
eign Stale  or  Kingdom. 

3.  Jiesohed,  That  the  Seoetary  of  War,  under  the 
direction  of  Hid  President*  shall  cause  to  be  puichasedi 
in  each  State  and  Territory,  and  in  each  collection 
district  thereof  m  nearly  as  circumstances  will  permit, 
aupplies  for  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  each  Statei 
Territory,  and  collection  district. 

4.  JUioived,  That  any  individnal,  or  bod  v  corporate 
or  politic,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the 
date  of  the  Treasury  notes,  by  them  held,  and  annu- 
ally thereafter  at  tiieir  option,  may  fhnd  the  same,  and 
reoeire  in  lieu  thereof  stx  per  cent,  stock. 

6.  Seeohed,  That,  after  paying  the  annual  amount 
of  principal  and  interest  of  the  ssitting  public  debt, 
and  the  mterest  which  may  aeerue  on  the  stock  cre- 
ated, by  funding  the  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  the  whole  amount  of 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  sales  of  public  lands^  shall 
be  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  which  may 
remain  in  circulation. 

Upon  each  of  these  resolutions  Mr*  H.  made  a 
number  of  remarks.  He  saiid  they  embraced^  to« 
gather,  a  system,  he  verily  believed  was  t{^e  only 
one  which  would  relieve  the  United  States  from 
their  present  difficulty,  and  support  the  public 
credit  m  future.  The  want  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium was  (generally  felt;  and,  indeed,  without  it, 
the  people  in  the  interior  would  be  unable  to  pay 
their  taxes,  deprived  as  they  were  of  a  market  for 
their  surplus  produce.  Bank  paper  of  one  section 
of  the  country  was  in  a  state  oi  depreciation  in 
aaother;  and  unless  some  medium  of  general 
eredit  was  immediately  established,  incalculable 
evils  would  result,  d^. 


The  questtOB  on  consideration  of  these  reaoivea 
was  taken  separately,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Oaklbt. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  Ist,  3d,  4th, 
and  5th,  but  relused  to  consider  the  2d,  by  tha 
following  vote,  as  taken  by  yeas  and  nay^^for 
considering  it  43,  against  it  95,  as  follows : 

YiAs^Measn,  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave* 
ry.  Bard,  Bamett,  Bowen,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caanon^ 
Claik,  Comstoek,  Condict,  Oonaxd,  Crawford,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Pesha,  Earle,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol* 
son,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Har» 
ris,  Hubbard,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  KUboum,  Maooa,  Mo- 
Coy,  Parker,  Pickens,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania*  lOiea  of 
Tennessee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Shipherd,  Stanford,  and 
Williams. 

Njlts — Messn.  Archer,  Baylies  of  Massachnsetta, 
Ba^ly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  BradlegF* 
Bngham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cham' 
pion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Comper,  Cox,  Creigb- 
ton.  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport, 
Duvall,£ly,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Ged* 
des,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins^ 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hul- 
bert,  Ingersoll,  Lrwin,  Johnson  of  Vurginia,  Kennedy^ 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Maa- 
sachusetts.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Markell,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore,  Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  PeaMOU, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  PleasMits,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  ReeA^ 
Rich,  Raggles,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sbeffey,  Sher- 
wood, Skinner,  Smith  ef  New  Tork,  Smith  of  Pena* 
sylvania.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stnart,  Sturgei^  Taggait» 
TaUmadge,  Taylor,  Telfoir,  Thompson,  Udree,  Voeei 
Ward  of  Massachnsette,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcoi» 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Peniisylvaiila» 
Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  question  having  been  stated  on  agreeing 
to  the  other  resolutions — 

Mr.  Gabton,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that,  m 
the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  he  should  assign  reasons, 
which  he  hoped  would  appear  satjsiactory,  fof 
the  motion  he  was  about  to  make.  The  resola* 
tions,  BO  far  as  thef  were  directory  to  the  com* 
raittee,  enjoined  on  it  no  other  duties  than  it  had 
already  performed.  To  establish  a  circulating 
mediuooL  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
proposed,  in  their  report,  at  an  early  day  in  th« 
session,  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  in  many  respecta 
resembling  the'speeies  of  paper  embraced  in  tha 
motion  of  thegentleman  from  Georgia.  Soon  after 
the  committee  made  this  report,  a  correspondence 
had  been  opened  through  the  chairman,  between 
the  committee  and  the  new  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  correspondence  had  been  already 
laid  before  the  House.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  believing  that  the  emission  of  Treaa* 
ury  notes  could  only  be  made  with  advantage  to 
a  certain  extent,  had  thought  poper  to  suggest  a 
proposition  for  supplying  a  circulatiog  medium 
of  general  confidence,  by  establishing  a  National 
Bank. .  After  receiving  and  reporting  this  correa* 
pondence,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaiia 
had  thought  proper  to  report,  in  general  terms,  a 
resolution  that  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a  Na* 
tionai  Banks  which  resolution  had  received  tli« 
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sanction  of  the  House.  A  plan,  in  pursuance  of 
that  resolution,  had  been  reported,  and  was  now 
in  possession  of  the  House.  The  House  were 
then  in  possession  of  two  projects ;  the  one  first  re- 
ported, (or  issuing  Treasury  notes,  and  that  now 
reported  for  the  establishment  of  a  bank.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  resolutions  now  before  the  House,  was 
to  direct  the  committee  to  make  an  inquiry  al- 
ready made,  and  its  result  reported  to  the  House. 
Treasury  notes  must  be  the  alternatiFe,  if  a  Na- 
tional Bank  be  not  established;  and  when  the 
House  should  so  decide,  the  committee  would 
have  pleasure  in  carrying  the  wishes  of  the  House 
♦into  effect.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  G.  moFed  that 
these  resolves  should  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hall  said,  he  was  well  aware  of  the  first 
report  made  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  also  of  the  second,  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  House.    This  was  the  only  rea- 
son which  induced  him  to  bring  forward  those 
resolutions;  because  he  believed  the  system  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  be  totally  inadequate  to  the  occasion.    It  was 
proposed  to  establish  a  bank  of  fifty  millions  of 
dollars,  with  only  six  millions  of  specie.    To  him 
this  appeared  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  prop- 
ositions ever  laid  before  a  public  body.    It  was 
time  to  lay  aside  these  visionary  projects,  and 
come  to  a  direct  question  on  some  practicable 
system.    Establish  your  bank,  said  Mr.  H.,  and 
what  will  be  the  consequence  ?    It  will  be  estab- 
lished at  last  onl^  on  the  credit  of  the  €k>vern- 
ment,  because  forty-four  out  of  fifty  millions  of 
Ihe  capital  are  to  be  paid  in  stock.    If  the  bills 
of  the  bank  circulate,  it  will  be  on  the  credit  of 
the  Government,  and  not  on  the  credit  of  the  cap- 
ital.   As  to  the  bank  coming  in  aid  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, would  gentlemen  say  that  it  could  give 
aid  to  the  Government?    Could  it  lend  the  Gov- 
ernment thirty  millions  of  dollars  ?  If  it  did.  and 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  capitalists  continue  op- 
posed to  your  measures,  they  will  have  it  in  their 
{wwer  within  twelve  months  to  arrest  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bank,  by  accumulating  in  their  hands 
ff  ^y^***  which  most  circulate   principally  in 
the  North  and  East.    Such  a  system,  therefore, 
he  considered  as  improper,  impolitic,  and  one  of 
the  most  ruinous  measares  which  could  be  adopt- 
ed by  the  Government.    Mr.  H.  was  also  averse 
to  postponement,  because  he  considered  this  the 
most  important  snbiect  that  could  possibly  be 
biooght  before  the  House;  because,  on  its  adop- 
tion depended  entirely  the  future  credit  of  the 
Government.    The  measures  heretofore  adopted 
by  the  Government  in  respect  to  the  public  reve- 
nue and  credit,  had,  Mr.  H.  said,  been  the  best 
ealculated  to  defeat  their  object.    The  time  was 
come  when  the  nation  ought  to  depend  on  its 
own  means,  and  resort  no  more  to  theoretic  ex- 
pedients.   He  was  sorry  the  House  had  refused 
to  consider  the  second  resolution,  which  he  con- 
aidered  very  material;  but  he  hoped  they  would 
•dopt  the  others. 

The  question  on  lading  the  resolutions  on  the 
table,  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative  bv  a 
large  majority.  ' 


NOVBMBBH,  1814* 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

After  the  reading  of  the  bill  through,  to  give  it 
preference  in  ihs  orders  of  the  day,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

MoNDAT,  November  14. 

Benjamin  Stephenson,  returned  to  serve  as  a 
Delegate  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  in  the  place 
of  Shadrack  Bond,  resigned,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  on  the  petition  of  Joel  Strawn,  James 
Robey,  George  Cooper,  Benjamin  Smith,'8undry 
inhabitants  of  Cincinnati  who  served  in  the  army 
of  General  Hull ;  William  Gates,  and  Thomas 
Reed,  Elijah  Browning,  and  Charles  Gilkey, 
Thomas  Weathers,  Thomas  Pace,  Mary  Deibler, 
and  Asahel  Schovil;  as  also,  on  a  resolution  of  the 
28th  of  September  last,  by  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
payment  or  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Tboup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  donation  in 
land  to  persons  in  the  military  and  naval  service 
of  the  enemy,  who  shall  come  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  claim  the  protection  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Desha,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  horses  to  be  paid  for 
that  were  lost  by  the  mounted  volunteers  who 
served  under  Governor  Shelby,  in  the  expeditioa 
into  Canada  last  Fall. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Rhea,  of  Tennessee ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rale  be  added  to  the 
roles  and  orders  of  this  House : 

When  a  bill  is  taken  up  for  consideration,  either  in 
the  House  or  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  the 
House,  or  the  Committee  of  the  Wh<de  House,  shall 
continue  in  session  until  the  bill  is  gone  through. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  bv  Mr. 
Pitkin;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Eesohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
1814,  distinguishing  the  several  kinds  of  debt,  as  well 
as  that  contracted  before  and  since  the  present  wsr, 
together  with  the  amount  owned  by  foreigners ;  con- 
taining also  the  amount  at  that  time  owned  by  States, 
corporations,  and  individuals,  and  the  amonnt  at  the 
TreasuTf ,    and  in   the  loan  offices  In  the  several 


661 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


562 


NOTEMBBR,  1814. 


BaiA  of  the  UnUed  Stales* 


H.opR. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then  resoWed  into  a  Committee  of 
the  WhcHe,  on  the  hill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scriber:! to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  haring  been  read, 
in  the  following  words: 

Be  it  enadedf  S^e,,  That  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  established,  the  capital  stock  of  which  shall  be 
iiilj  millions  of  dollars,  and  no  more,  divided  into  one 
hundred  thousand  shares,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each 
share,  and  that  subscriptions  towards  constituting  the 
said  capital  stock  shall  be  opened  on  Ae  first  Monday 

of next,  at  the  following  places,  vix :  Boston,  New 

York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Richmond,  Charleston, 
and  Pittsburg,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons,  as  commissioners  to  receive  the  same : 
at  Boston,  James  Lloyd,  Thomas  Perkins,  and  Wil« 
liam  Gny ;  at  New  York,  General  John  Smith,  Isaac 
Brottson,  Theron  Rudd;  at  Philadelphia,  Thomas  M. 
Willing,  Stephen  Ginod,  Chandler  Price;  at  Balti- 
more, Henry  Payson,  William  Cooke,  William  Wilson; 
at  Richmond,  Benjamin  Hatcher,  John  Brockenbo- 
roDgh,  William  Preston ;  at  Charleston,  John  C.  Fa- 
ber,  John  Potter,  James  Carson ;  at  Pittsburg,  George 
Rol^inson,  Samuel  Robert,  and  Henry  Baldwin;  which 
subscriptions  shall  continue  open  every  day  from  the 
tinke  of  opening  the  same,  from  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon until  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  Sat- 
urday  following,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  the  same  shall  be  closed;  and  immediately  there- 
aftesr,  the  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the 
respective  places  aforesaid,  shall  cause  two  transcripts 
or  fair  copies  of  such  subscriptions  to  be  made,  one  of 
which  they  shall  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasnTy, 
one  they  shall  retain,  and  the  original  subscriptions 
•hall,  within  three  dajrs  firom  the  dosing  of  the  same, 
be  by  the  said  commissioners  transmitted  to  the  said 
cemmiflsioneni  at  Philadelphia,  or  to  one  of  them ;  and, 
on  the  receipt  thereof,  the  said  commissioners  at  Phil- 
adelphia, or  any  two  of  them,  shall  immediately  there- 
after convene,  and  proceed  to  take  an  account  of  the 
said  sttbscriptions,  and  if  more  than  the  amount  of  the 
said  capital  stock  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  shall  have 
been  subscribed,  then  the  said  last  mentioned  commis- 
aioneiB  shall  apportion  the  same  among  the  several  snb- 
acriben  in  a  just  and  equal  ratio,  according  to  their 
several  and  respective  subscriptions:  Fromded,  hmo' 
ever.  That  such  commissioners  shall,  by  such  appor- 
tionment, allow  and  apportion  to  each  subscriber  at 
least  one  riiare ;  and  in  case  the  aggregate  amount  of 
the  said  subscriptions  shall  exceed  thirty  millions  of 
dollars,  the  said  commissioners,  after  having  appor- 
tioned the  same  as  aforesaid,  shall  caose  lists  of  the 
apportioned  subscriptions  to  be  made  out,  including  in 
each  Ust  the  apportioned  subscription  fimr  the  place 
where  the  original  subscription  was  made,  one  of  which 
lists  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  commissioners,  or  to 
one  of  the  commissioners,  under  whose  superintend- 
ence snch  subscriptions  were  originally  made,  that  the 
aobecribers  may  ascertain  from  them  the  number  of 
shares  apportioned  to  such  subscribers  respectively. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  stated  the  reasons 
which  had  influenced  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  in  confining  to  a  few  cities  and  towns 
the  books  of  subscription,  which  were,  general Ij^, 
that  the  Atlantic  cities  were  the  principal  reposi- 
tories of  specie  and  superfluous  wealth,  and  that 


the  exigeooies  of  the  times  repaired  greater  expe* 
dition  than  was  consistent  with  a  more  diffused 
sobvcriptioD.  It  bad  been  deemed  proper,  how- 
erer,  to  add  more  commissioners  in  two  or  three 
of  the  cities;  and  he  was  instructed  to  move  ac- 
cordingly. And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  added:  to  the  commis- 
sion at  Boston^  William  Eustis  and  Samuel 
Brown ;  to  the  commission  at  New  York,  Isaac 
Lawrence  and  John  Hone;  to  the  commission  at 
Philadelphia,  Jared  Ingersoll  and  Anthony  Tay- 
lor. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  then  said,  he  was  not 
satisfied,  by  the  reasons  of  the  gentleman,  for  lim- 
iting to  so  few  the  places  of  subscription,  and 
mored,  for  the  convenience  of  the  Western  coun- 
try, to  insert  Lexington,  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  proposed,  also, 
New  Orleans,  and  argjued  with  much  force  in 
support  of  his  suggestion ;  and  other  gentlemen 
proposed  other  places. 

The  motion  of  Mr,  Sharp  being  the  one  im- 
mediately before  the  House,  gare  rise  to  consid- 
erable debate.  The  motion  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Sharp,  Robertson,  Lewis,  Maoon, 
Wright,  Pearson,  Harris,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, BoRWELL,  and  Barnett,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Fisk  of  New  York,  Oakley,  Creiohton, 
and  Ingham. 

On  the  one  hand,  Farious  arguments  were 
urged  in  faFor  of  extending  the  subscriptiooi 
founded  on  the  equal  rights  of  all  sections  of  the 
country  to  participate  in  any  general  benefit ;  the 
expediency  of  collecting  specie  from  every  part 
of  the  country ;  the  advantages  of  uniting  in  thei 
subscription  people  of  erery  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try, and  thus  uniting  the  people  of  all  sections  to 
the  Union  by  the  ties  of  interest,  which  are  fre- 
quently stronger  than  those  of  legal  or  moral 
force.  On  the  other  band  it  was  said,  besides 
the  delay  inseparable  from  such  a  course,  that  it 
was  important  that  the  bank  should  be  put  into 
operation  speedilv,  if  at  all,  and  that  its  com- 
mencement would  be  greatly  delayed  by*  multi- 
plying places  of  subscription.  It  was  also  said, 
that  if  this  motion  were  wfthdrawn,  an  amend- 
ment might  be  devised  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  which  would  meet  the  views 
of  all  parties. 

Mr.  Sharp's  motion  at  length  prevailed.  Lex- 
ington, Kentucky,  was  inserted,  as  one  of  the 
places  at  which  subscriptions  should  be  opened, 
and  Messrs.  Charles  Wilkins,  Lewis  Sanders, 
and  John  H.  Morton,  designated  as  the  commis- 
sioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  New  Orleans 
was  then  added,  and  commissioners  named  for 
that  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  Nashville  was  add- 
ed, and  Robert  Weakley,  Felix  Grundy,  and  John 
R.  Bedford,  named  as  the  commissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  Washington  City 
was  added,  and  Robert  Brent,  Walter  Smith,  and 
Thomas  S  wapn,  named  as  commissioners.  [Mr. 
Fisk,  of  New  York,  named  John  Mason,  Daniel 
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Carroll,  and  John  P.  Van  Ness ;  ^t  Mr.  Lbwi8'9 
motion  being  the  first  made  was  agreed  to.l 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  Rareigb,  in  North 
Carolina,  was  inserted,  and  Sherwood  Haywood, 
Bererlj  Daniel,  and  William  Peace,  named  a« 
commissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  Sarannah,  in 
Georgia,  was  added,  and  John  JBolton,  Charles 
Harrts,  and  James  Johnson,  named  as  commis- 
sioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conoict.  New  Bronswick,  in 
New  Jersey,  was  added,  and  James  Vanderpool, 
John  Qray,  and  Peter  Gtordoo,  named  as  com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  Qrosvenor  moved  to  add  Utiea,  in  New 
York,  and  John  C.  Devereaux,  Benjamin  Walker, 
and  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  as  commissioners ; 
bat  the  motion  was  negatived,  after  some  objec- 
tions by  Mr.  Ingham,  and  replication  by  Mr. 

GaoSVBNOR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  Portsmouth,  in 
New  Hampshire,  was  added,  and  John  Groddard, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  and  Nathaniel  Oilman, 
named  as  commissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kilrourn,  Pitfoburg  was 
stricken  ont,  Chilicothe,  in  Ohio,  added,  and  Sam- 
uel Findley,  Thomas  James,  and  Wiiliara  McFar- 
land,  named  as  commissioners. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  made  a  motion,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  establish  the  principBil  bank  at  the 
City  of  Washington,  in  this  District. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New 
York,  who  said  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  fixed  on  Philadelphia,  in  preference 
to  New  York  and  other  places,  to  be  the  seat  of 
the  principal  bank,  as  being  a  place  of  greater 
security  and  greater  wealth,  and  as  being  more 
central  to  the  commercial  transactions  and  wealth 
of  the  country,  dbc. 

Mr.  Lewis  said,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  preferred  Philadelphia 
to  this  place,  as  he  had  already  given  sufficient 
evidence  of  his  candor  in  that  respect.  The  Mil- 
itary School,  the  National  Bank,  and  every  in- 
stitution of  a  national  character,  had  been  con- 
templated to  be  fixed  at  this  place  by  those  who 
located  the  Seat  of  Government  here,  &c.,  and 
80  they  oueht  to  be,  ^.  Besides,  there  might  be 
many  cenUemen  who  would  vote  for  a  bank  to 
be  established  at  this  place,  who  would,  on  Con- 
stitutional grounds,  be  opposed  to  its  establish* 
ment  elsewhere.  He,  therefore,  hoped  his  mo- 
tion would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lewis's  motion  was  negatived,  about  fifty 
members  only  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  an 
amendment  was  adopted^  authorizing  the  Phila- 
delphia commissioners,  in  case  thirty  millions 
should  not  be  .subscribed  and  returned  to  them 
within  the  time  allowed,  to  open  the  books  at 
Philadelphia  until  the  whole  should  be  sub- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  then  said,  be- 
fore the  Committee  proceeded  further  in  the  bill, 
ke  wished  to  propose  a  material  amendment  to  it, 


and  wilh  a  viaw  lo  aceaftaia  wlieiher  tbo  House 
were  disposed  to  hear  him  in  support  of  bis  mo- 
tion at. that  late  hour  of  the  day,  be  moved  that 
the  Committee  now  rise*  This  motion  was  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  Gaston  proceeded,  in  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable ability,  and  more  than  an  hour  in  length, 
to  lay  before  the  Committee  his  views  in  relation 
to  this  bill.  He  professed  himself  anxious  for 
the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank^  which  he 
had  always  favored  when  opportunitjr  offered. 
But  it  was  his  decided  convictioQ,  he  said,  that  a 
bill  like  that  on  the  table  would  not  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  nation  or  of  the  Government. 
This  view  of  the  subject  he  supported  by  various 
objections  to  different  features  el  tbe  bill,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  mode  of  subscription  in  stock  of 
the  United  States ;  the  opemtion  of  all  wkiek  h» 
contended  would  be  to  throw  into  circulatloB  a 
quantity  of  paper,  founded  not  on  a  specie  eapttal, 
but  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  stock,  dbc, 
which  would  therefore  be  of  no  greater  value  than 
any  other  paper  which  the  United  States  should 
make  receivable  in  taxes,  though  much  more  eai- 
pensive  to  the  United  States  than  Treasury  notes 
or  bills  of  credit  would  be,  d^c.  In  support  of  this 
idea,  Mr.  G.  adduced  many  illustrations,  from 
writers  on  this  subject,  from  our  own  history,  and 
from  analogy.  He  objected  also  to  the  proposed 
appointment  of  a  part  of  the  directors  by  the  Pre- 
sident, to  the  large  portion  of  the  stock  to  be  held 
by  the  United  States,  dbc.  He  wound  up  his  ar- 
gument on  these  and  other  points  by  observing^ 
that  ae  he  was  friendly  io  prmciple  to  the  estaS- 
lishflnent  of  a  National  Bank,  he  should  not  con- 
sider himself  as  doing  his  duty,  if,  while  he  dis- 
approved of  this  plan,  he  did  not  offer  anoither  ae 
a  substitute  to  it.  Instead  of  a  bank  of  a  nominal 
capital  of  fifty  millions,  he  Would  estaUish  a  (Mok 
whose  capital  should  not,  at  farthest,  exceed 
twenty  millions.  He  considered  It  as  by  no  meatts 
important  to  its  success  that  the  (ToTernment 
should  subscribe  a  cent  to  its  capital  stock ;  but 
as  that  was  a  fashionable  idea,  be  woald  say  a 
portion  of  the  capital,  five  millions,  should  be  sub- 
scribed by  the  Government ;  that  the  remaining 
fifteen  millions  should  be  subscribed  by  individ- 
uals, five  millions  of  it  at  least  in  specie,  the  re- 
mainder either  in  Treasury  notes  at  par,  or  in  six 
per  cent,  stock  of  future  loans  at  par,  or  six  per 
cent*  stock  of  former  loans  at  the  price  at  which 
il  was  eontraeted  for  with  the  Government.  So 
far  from  such  stock  being  inalienable,  as  now  pro- 
posed, he  would  permit  the  directors  to  manage 
and  aispoae  of  it  as  they  pleased.  They  mij^ 
lend  money  to  the  Gbverament  if  they  found  it 
to  their  interest  and  convenieaee  to  do  so.  He 
would  abolish  from  such  a  charter  the  idea  that 
the  fiat  of  the  Pre^iident  should  at  any  lime  sus- 
pend the  payment  of  specie  bv  the  bank,  dte.  If 
any  plan  of  a  National  Bank  could  succeed,  it 
must  be  on  something  like  the  plan  of  which  this 
was  the  outline.  To  try  the  principle  of  this 
bill,  and  whether  the  House  were  disposed  to  ac* 
cept  any  amendment  whatever  to  it,  Mr.  G.  con- 
cluded his  speech  by  au>ving  to  strike  out  fifty 
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miltioiw  (the  proposed  capiltl  stod:  of  the  bank) 
sod  tDs«rt  in  liea  tbereof  twenty  millions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky,-  the 
Ooimnittee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 

TuBBJiAT,  November  15. 

Mr.  JoBif SON,  of  Keotncky,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  foitowtnff  resolution,  in  conformity  to 
a  representation  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
at  the  last  session : 

"  lUsohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  for 
wagons  and  hones  lost  in  the  campaign  of  the  North- 
western Army,  in  that  division  of  it  commanded  by 
General  James  Winchester." 

Mr.  Tanobt.  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  alleging  as  a  rea- 
son therefor,  that  a  general  bill  on  tbe  subject  of 
such  claims  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  and  was  now  before  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
aecordingly. 

Mr.EppBSjOf  Virginia,  in  introducing  tbe  fol- 
lowing motion,  remarked,  that  in  the  late  calls  of 
the  militia  from  difiereni  parts  of  the  United 
States,  tbe  persons  composing  most  of  the  de- 
taehcneiitfi  had  been  compelUd  to  leave  their 
homes  with  that  clothing  suitable  for  the  summer 
season,  but  unfit  for  that  now  approaching  $  and, 
in  various  instances,  they  were  suffering  for  want 
of  clothinj:  fit  for  tne  season.  They  are  unable 
to  return  tor  clothing,  and  in  many  instances  are 
not  able  to  procure  it.  To  bring  this  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  Mr.  E.  moved 

«  That  the  Commtttee  on  MBitaiy  Affairs  be  in- 
stroctad  to  inquire  into  the  ezpsdienar  of  authoriifaig 
thaSaoataiy  of  War,  an  the  applicaaon  of  the  oom- 
BMliding  officer  of  any  detachment  of  the  miHlia,  to 
faniah.  the  necessaiy  clothing  to  such  of  the  pdfvate 
•oldioia  of  the  militia  as  may  lequire  it,  and  to  deduct 
Uia  same  fimn  their  pay." 

The  Diotion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bioblow,  a  resolution  was 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  directing  a  copy  of  the  public  doeu- 
mento  to  be  furnished  to  the  Historical  or  Anti- 
quarian Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Bradlbt,  of  Vermont,  offered'the  follow* 
ing  resolution  for  consideration : 

**  Maohed,  That  the  Commtttee  of  Ways  and 
If  cans  be  instructed  to  inqitire  into  the  expediency  of 
attowing  interest  ta  the  public  creditors,  whose  baianoss 
have  been  staled  at  the  Tiaasury." 

Mr.  Bppbs  inquired  on  what  views  this  mo- 
tion wss  grounded. 

Mr.  Bbadlby  said  he  bad  understood  that  in 
some  cases  balances  had  been  struck  at  the  Trea- 
sunr,  in  relation  to  army  supplies  particularly, 
and  remained  unpaid.  He  could  not  see  Why 
the  United  States  should  not  pay  the  interest  on 
such  balances  until  they  were  paid. 

Mr.  Bppbs  said  that  in  his  report  the  Beere- 
lary  of  the  Treasury  had  contemplated  the  issu- 


ing of  debentures  to  all  theee  persons  to  whota 
balances  appeared  to  be  due  by  Gtovernmen^ 
which,  from  the  insufficiency  of  appropriations) 
or  from  other  causes,  bad  not  been  paid.  He 
thought,  therefore,  this  motion  bad  better  lie  oa 
the  table,  until  tbe  House*had  acted  on  that  sug^ 
gestioB,  or  at  least  until  it  eould  be  ascertained 
what  were  the  amount  and  character  of  those 
balances.  For  his  part,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  bad  aa 
knowledge  of  their  existence.  There  might  be 
some  such,  but  if  there  were^  they  were  small  in 
amount  and  few  in  number.  Such  as  they  werc^ 
they  BMght  have  arisen  from  tbe  deficiency  ia 
the  authorized  loans;  but  he  believed  means 
were  in  operation  for  meeting  all  tbe  demands  of 
the  Government  without  the  intervention  of  any 
provision  of  this  kind.  He,  therefore,  moved 
that  tbe  resolution  should  lie  on  the  table. 

Tbe  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ibohah,  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  requestin^^  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  cause  the  members  of  Congress  to  bia 
famished  with  the  volumes  of  the  new  Digest  of 
the  Laws  as  they  might  be  respectively  finished. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Tbe  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  suhacribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
of  America. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Qaston  to  make  tbe  eapi* 
tal  of  the  bank  twenty  instead  of  Jifty  millions  of 
dollars,  being  still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Qaston's  speech,  and  in  explanation  of  the 
views  of  the  Committee.  He  deolined  replying 
to  Mr.  QJa  objections  to  various  details  of  the 
bill,  until  those  details  should  come  immediately 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House ;  but  ap- 
plied his  observations  particularly  to  Mr.  G.'s 
objections  to  the  amount  and  character  of  the 
proposed  capital  of  the  bank.  The  objects  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  proposing 
such  an  institution,  ought  ever  to  be  kept  in  view 
In  this  discussion.  They  were,  generally,  the 
revival  and  support  of  the  public  credit.  These 
objects  eould  febest  aceomplished :  1.  By  raising 
the  value  of  the  public  stocks ;  and,  2.  By  the 
establishment  of  a  competent  circulating  medi- 
um. Mr.  F.  then  entered  into  an  argument  to 
show  that  the  plan  now  before  the  House  was 
that  which  would  best  accomplish  these  objects. 
He  referred  to  the  history  of  the  former  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  established  with  similar  ob- 
jects, and  under  like  circumstances,  and  from  its 
efficiencv  argued  what  might  be  ex|>ected  from 
this  banc.  The  Committee,  in  inquiring  as  to 
the  amount  of  circulating  medium  which  co«ld 
be  now  advantageously  employed,  had  fixed  oa 
fifty  millions,  which  amount  had  also  received 
the  sanction  of  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  i4 
the  Treasury.  The  present  banking  capital  ef 
the  nation  being  estimated  at  an  hundred  mil- 
lions, it  was  believed  by  the  Committee  that  the 
addition  of  fifty  millions  would  not  be  danger- 
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ous  either  to  those  institotions  or  to  the  comma- 
nity.  Having  thus  determined  on  an  increase  of 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  the  next 
object  was  the  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the 
public  stock.  That  stock  had  depreciated  in 
value,  not  from  anjr  doubt  of  the  ability  or  dis- 
position of  the  Government  to  comply  with  its 
engagements  to  the  public  creditors,  but  from  the 
quantity  of  the  stock  which  it  had  been  neces- 
sary to  throw  into  market  exceeding  the  means 
for  purchasing  it.  A  relief  of  the  stock  from  its 
present  depreciation  was  promised  by  the  with- 
drawal of  a  part  of  it  from  the  market ;  and  with 
this  view,  it  had  been  contemplated  that  twenty- 
four  millions  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank 
should  be  subscribed  in  Government  securities. 
This,  by  taking  so  much  stock  out  of  the  market, 
would  raise  toe  price  of  the  stock,  and  make 
room  for  more  which  it  might  be  necessary  to 
create.  It  had  been  thought  proper,  too,  that  the 
United  States  should  hold  a  part  of  the  stock  of 
the  bank ;  to  what  amount,  there  had  been  some 
difference  of  opinion,  and  if  the  House  thought 
loo  ffreat  a  proportion  was  by  this  bill  allowed  to 
the  United  States,  they  would  so  decide.  Mr.  F. 
was  willing,  fur  himself,  that  the  bank  should  be 
connected  with  the  Government,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment with  the  bank,  and  that  they  should 
mutually  support  each  other,  dbc.  As  to  the 
share  of  the  Government  in  the  appointment  of 
directors,  while  it  could  be  no  injury  to  the  in- 
stitution, it  was  necessary  as  well  to  guard  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  as  to  take  care  of 
their  interest  in  the  security  of  the  revenue  in 
the  various  branches  of  the  biank.  Mr.  F.  took  a 
comparative  view  of  the  situation  of  the  nation 
now  and  in  1791,  when  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  established,  dwelling  on  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  and  increase  of  the  means 
of  payment  since  that  day ;  the  increase  of  cir* 
culaiine  medium,  wealth,  population,  dbc,  from 
which  he  concluded  there  was  ample  employ- 
ment for  a  bank  of  fifty  millions  now,  as  for  a 
bank  of  fifty  millions  then.  Of  the  ten  millions 
capital  of  that  bank,  three-fourths  of  it  was  com- 
posed of  public  stock,  as  much  depreciated  at 
that  day  as  public  stock  now  is.  The  operation 
of  that  bank,  he  said,  had  been  not  only  benefi- 
cial but  wonderful,  giving  a  spring  to  public 
credit,  and  raising  the  price  of  all  public  stock, 
as  he  believed  this  bank  would^  when  once  es- 
tablished. As  to  the  specie  capital,  it  was  diffi- 
cult, he  remarked,  to  say  how  much  specie  would 
give  confidence  to  the  operations  of  the  bank. 
The  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  com- 
menced its  operations  on  a  specie  capital  of 
400,000  dollars.  He  had  no  doubt,  therefore, 
bat  this  bank  might  safely  commence  its  opera- 
tions on  a  specie  deposiie  of  $1,200,000,  which 
he  believed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  pro* 
curing.  As  to  the  confinement  of  the  subscrip- 
tion to  the  stock  created  since  the  war,  the  Com- 
mittee had  deemed  it  proper  to  confine  their 
object  of  raising  the  price  of  the  public  stock  to 
such  as  was  depreciated,  viz:  to  that  which  had 
been  created  since  tbe  decUcation  of  war,  «ad 


which  had  depreciated,  perhaps,  because  not  so 
well  supported  by  specific  pledges  of  revenue  as 
the  old  six  per  cent,  stock.  These  various  fea- 
tures were,  however,  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  and  entirely  at  their  dispo- 
sal, dbc.    Mr.  F.  spoke  nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Ga8Ton  said,  it  was  the  established  usage, 
when  an  important  bill  was  under  consideration  in 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  for  the  gen- 
tleman who  was  especially  charged  with  its  man- 
agement, to  present  a  distinct  and  connected  view 
of  the  objects  which  it  was  designed  to  effect, 
and  of  the  process  by  which  they  were  to  be  ac- 
complished. The  propriety  of  such  a  course  was 
obvious.  It  could  answer  no  purpose  to  receive 
an  explanation  in  detail  of  the  disconnected  parts 
of  a  scheme,  until  you  were  first  apprized  of  the 
general  nature  of  the  whole.  He  had  presumed 
that  the  gentleman  who  acted  on  this  occasion  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
(Mr.  FisK,)  would  have  observed  this  approved 
practice,  and  on  this  vast  and  complicated  pro- 
ject of  the  committee  have  come  forward  with 
a  thorough  statesman-like  development  of  their 
plan.  Nothing  of  the  kind  had  been  done.  No 
exposition  whatever  had  been  given.  This  omis- 
sion he  particularly  regretted,  as  ic  increased  the 
difficulties  of  the  undertaking  in  which  he  was 
about  to  engage. 

As  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  he  had  conceived  it  his  duly  to  examine 
with  some  attention  the  oroposed  scheme  of  a 
National  Bank.  The  result  of  that  examination 
he  should  now  submit,  without  apology,  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Although  he  had  but 
small  pretensions  to  skill,  either  in  the  science  or 
practice  of  banking,  he  might  have  collected  br 
patient  industry  some  views  of  the  subject  whicn 
the  Committee  would  be  willing  to  receive. 

A  well  regulated  National  Bank,  was,  with  Mr. 
G.,  a  favorite  institution.  At  this  session  he  had 
voted  for  the  resolution,  declaring  it  expedient 
that  one  should  be  established.  At  the  last  he 
had  supported  a  proposition  brought  forward  bat 
a  few  weeks  before  its  close,  by  a  gentleman  from 
Tenne^ee,  not  now  a  member  of  this  House, 
(Mr.  GauNDY.) contemplating  such  an  institution ; 
and,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  then  raised  in 
pursuance  of  that  proposition,  had  contributed  his 
efforts  towards  the  success  of  the  measure.  He 
believed  thit  this  Government  ought  never  to  be 
destitute  of  the  aids  which  a  National  Bank  was 
calculated  to  afford.  It  was  essential,  as  an  in- 
strument of  finance,  for  the  easy  collection,  the 
safe  keeping,  and  the  judicious  expenditure  of  th« 
public  revenue.  To  the  nation^  as  distinguished 
from  the  Government,  it  was  eminently  beneficial. 
It  was  the  only  basis  on  which  could  be  securely 
established  a  circulating  medium  commanding 
credit  and  confidence  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  It  had  another  tendency,  which  he  deemed 
of  infinite  value — ^a  tendency  to  connect,  by  a 
common  bond  of  interest,  the  different  sections  of 
this  Confederacy.  Should  the  centrifugal  force 
of  any  of  the  bodies  of  our  system  become  exces- 
sive, such  an  interest  would  be  a  counterrailing 


569 


mSTOBT  OF  CONGIIBS& 


670 


November,  1814* 


Bank  of  the  United  Siatee. 


H.  or  R. 


power  of  attraction  to  eaase  them  to  revolve 
steadily  in  their  orbits. 

It  was  mortifying  to  recollect  ihat  we  once  had 
a  National  Bank,  which  after  an  experience  of 
twenty  years  was  found  to  realize  every  hope  that 
bad  been  formed  by  its  friends,  and  disappoint 
every  expectation  which  had  been  raised  by  its 
enemies.  At  the  very  moment  when  it  was  in 
the  full  vigour  of  successful  operation,  when  the 
Government  and  the  nation  were  deriving  from 
it  every  advantage  which  ought  to  have  been 
wished,  and  when  it  was  in  our  power  to  increase 
these  advantages  in  degree  bv  giving  to  the  bank 
an  increased  efficiency  ;  at  this  very  moment  we 
utterly  subverted  the  establishment.  In  vain  did 
the  ancient  and  fast  friends  of  Federal  institutions 
raise  their  united  voice  against  the  ruinous  meas- 
ure. In  vain  did  others,  breaking  through  the 
trammels  of  prejudice  and  party,  describe  in  pro- 
phetic terms  the  fatal  consequences  of  the  work 
of  destruction.  All  efibris  to  save  the  establish- 
ment were  unavailing;  and  the  oracular  admo- 
nitions of  wisdom  were  treated  as  the  phantoms 
of  a  heated  imagination.  What  was  then  pro- 
phecf  is  now  history— what  was  then  theory, 
ably  demonstrated,  is  now  fact,  universally  admit* 
ted.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tell 
you  in  their  report  at  the  commencement  of  this 
session,  "the  want  of  some  medium  which,  rest- 
'  ing  on  a  firm  and  solid  basip,  may  unite  public 
^  confidence,  and  have  a  general,  instead  of  a  lo- 

*  cal  eirculation,  is  now  universally  acknowledged. 
'  The  stoppage  of  specie  payments  by  the  princi- 
'  pal  tianks  ot  the  Middle  States,  has  emlMirrassed 
'  greatly  the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  and,  by 
'  confining  the  circulation  of  notes  to  the  limits 

*  of  the  States  within  which  they  are  issued,  has 

*  deprived  the  Government  of  all  the  facilities  in 
*the  remittance  of  money  which  was  afforded 
'  while  public  confidence  gave  to  bank  notes  a 

*  genera]  circulation."  The  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department  has  officially  declared."  that  the  con- 
^  dition  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
^  presents  a  copious  source  of  mischief  and  em- 

*  barrasament.    It  may  in  general  be  affirmed  that 

*  there  exists  at  this  time  no  adequate  oirculatiog 
'mediom,  common  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States.  The  moneyed  transactions  of  private 
'  life  are  at  a  stand ;  and  the  fiscal  operations  of 
'  the  Government  labor  with  extreme  inconve- 
'  nience.  It  is  imposaible  that  such  a  state  of 
'  things  should  be  long  endured.    The  establish- 

*  ment  of  a  national  institution  operating  upon 
'  credit,  combined  with  capital,  and  regulated  by 

*  prudence  and  good  faith,  is,  after  all,  the  only 

*  efficient  remedy  for  the  condition  of  oorcircula- 
'  ting  medium.^'  Sore  indeed  must  be  the  distress 
which  can  extort  such  self-reproving  acknow- 
ledgments from  a  dominant  party,  who  not  four 
years  ago  overturned  as  useless  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  pernicious  to  the  nation,  precisely  such 
an  institution,  thus  operating  and  thus  regulated. 
It  is  mueh  to  be  feared  that  these  skilful  ^^arefai- 
tects  of  ruin"  may  not  be  able  to  rear  such  an  es- 
tablishment as  that  which  they  prostrated. 

It  most  be  admitted  that  the  present  is  not  a 


favorable  moment  for  engaging  in  the  underta- 
king. It  is  now  neither  easy  to  procure  the  fit 
materials  for  this  establishment,  nor  so  to  combine 
them  as  to  make  the  work  stable  and  permanent. 
Commercial  restrictions,  war,  and  blockade,  have 
played  sad  havoc  with  capital,  and  credit  is  so 
depressed  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  anything 
bearing  its  stamp  which  can  be  advantageously 
united  with  capital.  While  all  is  unsettled  within 
and  threatening  without,  it  is  an  arduous  task  to 
command,  for  any  new  establishment,  the  public 
confidence.  Mr.  G.  said  that  he  felt  these  diffi- 
culties in  all  their  force.  But  he  did  not  thence 
infer^  as  he  believed  did  someof  his  most  valuable 
and  intelligent  friends,  that  the  attempt  should  be 
therefore  forborne.  These  very  difficulties  proved 
a  state  of  things  that  emphatically  demanded 
some  institution  which  might  relieve  credit  and 
increase  capital;  which  would  afford  facilities  to 
combat  external  danger,  and  the  means  to  retrieve 
internal  derangement.  Such  an  institution,  at  all 
times  useful,  was  at  this  juncture  indispensable. 
It  was  indeed  to  be  lamented,  that  its  foundations 
had  not  been  laid  deep  in  the  day  of  prosperity ; 
but  they  must  be  laid,  if  practicable,  even  now  in 
the  night  of  adversity,  for  now  it  is  that  it  is  so 
eminently  needed.  There  was  one  impression, 
however,  which  he  hoped  that  these  difficulties 
would  make  upon  the  minds  of  the  Committee. 
He  trusted  that  they  would  inspire  a  salutary 
circumspection  and  prudence  in  examining  well 
every  step  they  might  take.  With  their  best  cau- 
tion, and  adopting  the  wisest  plans,  it  was  far 
from  certain  that  their  scheme  would  succeed. 
But  it  was  morally  certain,  that  unless  it  were 
carefully  arranged  in  all  its  parts,  it  must  fait. 
This  circumspection  was  the  more  necessary  be- 
cause of  the  danger  of  error  from  the  severity  of 
that  pressure  which  called  on  them  to  act.  At  a 
moment  when  the  Treasury  was  without  money, 
and  the  €k>vernment  almost  destitute  of  credit ; 
when  every  day  added  to  our  necessities,  while  it 
diminished  the  scanty  means  of  supply ;  we  were 
to  found  a  great  national  institution,  the  conse- 
quences of  which,  good  or  evil,  must  be  widely 
spread,  and  permanently  felt.  There  was  immi- 
nent danger,  lest,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  purpose, 
we  should  regard  too  much  its  immediate  influ- 
ence upon  our  present  exigency,  and  too  little  its 
more  remote,  yet  more  important  and  lasting  ef- 
fects. The  largest  object  when  removed  to  a  vast 
distance,  makes  an  anffle  on  the  eye  so  acute 
as  to  render  it  invisible,  while  a  mote  may  be 
brought  so  near  as  to  cover  the  pupil.  In  the 
plan  now  under  consideration^  he  thought  it  de- 
monstrable that  this  error  of  disregarding  remote 
consequences  had  been  committed ;  nay,  he  be- 
lieved, that  the  eargerness  to  meet  the  immediate 
exigency  had  defeated  its  own  purposes,  as  well 
as  neglected  to  provide  for  the  durable  interests 
of  the  nation  and  the  Government. 

Mr.  G.  begged  that  gentlemen  would  accom- 
pany him  in  the  view  of  the  great  outlines  of  this 
plan.  A  National  Bank  was  to  be  established 
with  a  capital  of  fifty  millions.  This  capital  was 
to  consist  in  the  first  place,  of  twenty  millions  of 
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six  per  cent.  Uoited  States  debt,  which  the  Gor- 
ernment  were  to  sabscribe.  in  paymeat  for  two- 
fifths  of  the  stock  of  the  bank,  and  which  was  to  be 
redeemed  only  at  their  pleasure.  The  remaining 
thirty  millions  were  to  be  subscribed  by  individu- 
als in  shares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  These 
shares  were  to  be  paid  for  in  three  instalments. 
The  first  instalment  on  each  share  was  to  consist 
of  $20  in  ^old  or  silver,  $50  in  Treasury  notes, 
and  $150  in  the  war  stock,  (as  it  was  usually 
termed,)  at  their  nominal  value.  The  second  and 
tldrd  instalments  were  to  be  composed  of  $40 
cash,  $25  Treasury  notes,  and  $75  of  the  stock 
above  mentioned.  The  bank  was  to  commence 
its  operations  immediately  on  the  payment  of  the 
first  instalment.  The  Treasury  notes  on  being 
received  into  the  bank  were  to  be  converted  into 
six  per  cent  debt,  redeemable  at  the  will  of  the 
Qovernment;  and  no  part  of  the  public  debt  held 
by  the  bank,  was  to  be  aliened  durinf^  the  war, 
nor  afterwards,  for  less  than  its  nominal  value* 
This  institution  with  all  its  appendages  was  to 
be  governed  by  twenty-five  directors,  twenty  of 
whom  should  be  elected  by  the  sCocknolders  and 
five  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  to  be  obliged  to  lend  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, at  an  interest  otsix  per  cent,  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  and  the  President  during  the 
war,  and  for  five  years  afterwards,  was  to  have 
the  power  of  liberating  it  from  the  obligation  to 
pay  specie  for  its  notes.  This  institution  was  to 
continue  twenty  years,  during  which  the  United 
States  were  bound  not  to  establish  any  other. 

The  great  purposes  contemplated  by  this  splen- 
did scheme,  other  than  those  of  a  mere  temporary 
nature,  are  the  creation  of  an  adequate  medium  of 
general  circulation,  and  theafibrding  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  necessary  facilities  in  the  collec- 
tion, keeping,  and  distribution  of  its  revenue. 
These  are  indeed  most  important  purposes.  It 
must  be  self-evident  that  no  banking  establish- 
ment can  effect  either  of  them  unless  it  com- 
mand the  confidence  of  the  public.  This  confi- 
dence must  be  the  life-giving  {urinciple  of  the 
bank— without  this  vital  spark  it  is  a  dead  mass- 
useless,  nay,  noxious  to  the  community.  With- 
out a  confidence  that  the  institution  is  at  every 
moment  competent  to  meet  its  engagements,  who 
will  receive  the  evidence  of  its  engagements  as 
cash  ?  The  bank  note  becomes  then,  and  then 
only,  a  fit  medium  of  circulation  when  every  one 
believes  that  he  can  obtain  for  it,  whenever  his 
necessities  may  require,  the  gold  or  silver  which 
it  represents.  Such  a  belief  suspends  the  notes  of 
a  bank  in  circulation,  and  prevents  them  from  be* 
ing  returned  for  payment  the  moment  they  are 
issued.  It  enables  the  bank  to  perform  very  ex- 
tensive business  without  the  issue  of  notes,  by 
communicating  to  a  credit  on  its  books  the  char- 
acter of  money,  so  that  such  a  credit  passes 
through  a  hundred  hands  by  the  means  of  checks, 
without  drawing  from  the  bank  either  a  dollar  or 
a  note.  It  is  this  belief  which  induces  individu- 
als to  deposite  with  a  bank  their  stores  of  treasure ; 
and,  without  such  a  confidence,  it  never  can  be 
a  fit  place  for  the  custody  of  tbe  public  revenue. 


Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  whether  you  regard  tbse 
capital  on  which  this  bank  is  to  be  fognded,  or 
the  government  to  which  it  is  to  be  subjected,  or 
the  ojjerations  which  it  will  be  required  to  per- 
form, it  is  visionary  to  hope  that  you  can  lor  a 
moment  command  for  it  the  confidence  of  the 
public.  A II  the  elements  of  its  formation  are  cal- 
culated to  excite  distrust.  It  has  every  ingredient 
in  its  composition  which  can  attract  suspicion. 

What  is  the  efficient  capital  of  the  bank  ?  The 
Government  will  subscribe,  in  new  stock,  twenty 
millions;  individuals  are  to  pay,  in  the  present 
depreciated  public  debt, eighteen  millions;  and  in 
Treasury  notes,  which  are  to  be  converted  into 
Government  stock,  six  millions.  Six  millions, 
the  bill  directs  to  be  paid  in  coin.  But,  this  will 
not  be  done.  The  bank  is  to  go  into  operatioa 
when  the  first  instalment  is  paid.  There  will  thfia 
be  received,  of  gold  or  silver,  but  one  million  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Now,  when  the  scar- 
city of  specie  is  taken  into  coasideratioa,  there  is 
little  doubt  but  that  tbe  directors  will  take  care  to 
accommodate  themselves  and  their  brother  stock- 
holders with  loans  to  the  amount  of  the  cash  part 
of  the  second  and  third  instalments.  I  am  per* 
auaded  that  I  make  a  very  liberal  allowance,  whea 
I  say,  that,  of  the  six  millions  of  specie  required 
by  the  bill,  not  more  than  two  will  be  paid,  and 
the  other  four  represented  by  stock  or  accommo- 
dation notes.  This  vast  capital  ii^  then,  to  be 
composed  of  forty-four  millions  of  public  debt, 
inalienable  by  the  bank,  aud  redeemable  only  at 
the  will  of  the  Government ;  four  millions  ot  in- 
dividual debt,  designed  not  to  be  redeemed,  but 
on  loDg  credit ;  and  two  millions  of  specie.  The 
bank  has  an  efficient  capital  of  but  two  millions: 
for,  that  portion  of  its  capital  which  cannot  be 
converted  into  cash,  whenever  cash  may  be  re- 
quired to  meet  demands  upon  it,  affords  no  basis 
on  which  to  support  an  issue  of  paper. 

In  the  direction  of  the  bank  is  there  full  secu- 
rity that  prudence,  ability,  and  strict  attention  to 
its  interest  will  be  found?  Here  we  are  pre- 
sented with  a  feature  in  the  plan  of  a  very  odious 
kind — the  appointment  of  five  of  the  directors  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  will  hare  a 
most  injurious  effect  on  the  credit  of  the  institu- 
tion, while  it  is  utterly  useless  to  the  Qovera- 
meot.  The  Conunittee  will  pardon  a  quotation 
of  some  length  from  a  report  of  the  illustrious 
Hamilton  on  a  National  Bank,  showing  decisively 
the  impolicy  of  any  interference  by  tbe  Gtovern- 
ment  in  the  appointment  of  its  directors— 

<<  To  attach  full  confidence  to  an  institution  df  this 
natore,  it  appears  to  be  an  essential  ingredient  in  its 
stmcture,  that  it  shall  be  under  a  private  not  a  pnbfi(^ 
direction,  under  the  guidance  of  individual  interest  not 
of  pnblic  policy ;  which  would  be  supposed  to  be,  and 
in  certain  emergencies,  under  a  feeble  or  too  sanguine 
administration,  would  really  be  liable  to  being  too 
much  inflnenoed  by  pabUe  necessity.  The  suspicioa 
of  this  wonld  continually  corrode  the  vitals  of  the  credit 
of  the  bank,  and  would  be  most  likely  to  prove  &tal  in 
those  situations,  in  which  the  public  good  would  re- 
quire that  they  should  be  most  sound  and  vigoroaa. 
It  would  indeed  be  little  less  than  a  miiada,  should 
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ths  eradit  of  tli«  bank  be  at  the  dtqKMal  of  tha  Qoreni^ 
mMUy  if,  in  a  long  aeriea  of  tint,  there  was  nol  expe- 
rienced a  calamitona  abase  of  it  It  u  true  that  it 
would  be  the  real  interest  of  the  Government  not  to 
abuse  it;  its  genuine  policy  to  husband  and  cherish  it, 
with  the  most  guarded  drcomspectionf  as  an  inesti- 
mable treasure.  But  what  Government  ever  uniformly 
consulted  its  true  interests  in  opposition  to  the  tempta- 
tions of  momentary  exigencies  f  What  nation  was  ever 
blessed  with  a  constant  succession  of  upright  and  wise 
administrators  1 

^  The  keen,  steady,  and  as  it  were  magnetic  sense, 
of  their  own  interest  as  proprieton  in  the  direction  of 
a  bank,  pointing  invariably  to  its  true  pole  the  pros- 
perity of  the  institution,  is  the  only  security  that  can 
atways  be  relied  upon  lor  a  careful  and  prudent  ad- 
miniatiatien.  It  ia  theielbre  the  enly  basis  on  which 
aa  enlightened,  unqualified,  and  pennanent  confidence 
can  be  egrpeeted  to  he  ereeted  and  maintained/' 

This  great  and  practical  stateamaQ  then  pro- 
ceeds to  show,  that  a  good  GtorerameBt  has  noth- 
ing more  to  wish  for  from  a  bank  than  that  iu 
eoncerns  skoM  be  skilfaUy  managed,  aad  that 
such  a  QofernmeDt  always  must  have  infiueoce 
eaoogh  with  the  bank  to  prociure  a  compliance 
with  its  reasonable  desires.  He  then  sums  ap 
the  argument,  and  draws  bis  eooclusion:  '<  It  will 

<  not  follow  from  what  has  been  said  that  the 
'  State  may  not  be  the  holder  of  a  part  of  the 

*  atoek  of  a  bank,  and  consequently  a  sharer  in  the 

*  profits  of  it.  It  will  only  follow  that  it  oaght 
'  not  to  desire  any  participation  in  the  direction 
'  of  it."  This  haokeriDg  after  a  share  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  bank  has  no  adequate  motive 
to  justify  it.  The  plausible  aud  ordinary  pretext 
is  to  secure  the  interest  of  the  Gbverament  in  the 
institution.  But  no  such  seeority  is  in  fact  af- 
forded. On  a  former  occasion  an  intelligent  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  SfiYBEar)  placed 
the  fallacy  of  this  expectation  in  a  point  of  view 
which  would  be  weakened  by  an  adoption  of 
other  language  than  his  own.  Speaking  of  a 
proposed  appointment  of  directors  by  the  Govern* 
ment,  when  the  question  of  renewing  the  charter 
of  the  former  United  States  Bank  was  before  this 
Hottse^  he  asks,  '^  Who  will  such  directors  gene- 
'  rally  be?  Certainly  persons  who  need  the  aid 
'  of  the  bank,  for  none  others  would  make  appU- 

<  cation  for  the  appointment.  When  they  are 
'  appointed,  they  will  be  subservient  to  the  views 
'  Of  such  of  the  directors  as  are  chosen  by  the 
'  stockholders ;  in  their  places  they  will  lose  eight 
'  of  the  public  welfare ;  they  will  be  interested  by 
'  the  accommodatioa«  which  they  may  find  ne- 
'  cesser jr  for  their  purposes;  to  obtain  these  they 

*  will  yield  to  their  associates.  Indeed  of  being 
'  the  guardians  of  the  public  ireaeure  in  case  of  dan* 
'  ger,  they  will  remain  silent  until  a  spontaneous 
'  explosion  of  the  bubble  solves  for  the  world  the 
'  important  secret  of  the  insolvency  of  the  insti* 
'  tution."  Let  it  be  added,  what  the  magnani- 
mous soul  of  Hamilton  could  never  have  antict- 
pat€d,and  what  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
forbore  to  state;  let  it  be  added  in  answer  to 
the  question,  ^'  Who  will  such  directors  be;"  that, 
according  to  the  6xed  usage  of  the  existing  Ad- 
ministratioB,  they  most  be  devotees  of  the  party 


in  power.  The  inquiry  will  not  be,  are  they 
honest,  or  are  they  competent?  but  are  they  |>ar- 
tisans  staunch  and  true,  and  will  their  elevation 
promote  the  petty  interests  of  faction  ?  Such  ia 
the  settled  practice  of  the  Executive  in  all  civil 
appointments— I  say  civil  appointments,  for  men 
of  heterodox  opinions  are  occasionally  permitted 
to  oppose  themselves  to  the  bullets  of  the  enemy. 

It  in  the  capital,  and  in  the  administration  of 
the  bank,  there  is  nothing  found  on  which  public 
confidence  can  fix  itsel!^  let  us  see  whether  its 
practical  operations  are  likely  to  be  such  as  may 
gnidually  attract  this  confidence.  The  first  oper- 
ation of  the  bank,  after  making  the  necessary  di»- 
coants  for  enabling  the  directors  and  stockholders 
to  pay  for  their  shares,  will  be  to  loan  to  the  Qot- 
ernment  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Of  this  no 
one  can  doubt  who  knows  our  needs  and  has  read 
this  bill.  This  Qovernment  pays  off  these  thirty 
millions  of  bank  paper  to  its  numerous  creditors, 
and  what  then  becomes  of  it  ?  There  is  no  con- 
fidence thai  the  bank  can  be  able  to  redeem  it 
when  preseaud,  for  it  has  not  two  millions  of 
money.  The  Government  indeed  ^wes  it  seventy- 
four  millioBs — fifteen  per  cent,  more  than  Its 
whole  capital.  But  on  this  vast  debt  itcaonec 
command  a  dollar,  except  the  annual  intere^  and 
this  will  he  paid  to  it  in  its  own  paper ;  it  is  not 
at  liberty  to  require  payment  of  any  part  of  the 
principal,  and  it  is  forbidden  to  sell.  Besides  the 
little  specie  it  may  have,  and  the  accommodation 
loans  before  spoken  of,  these  aeventv-four  mil- 
lions of  Government  d€^t  constitute  all  itaefiecta. 

Not  onlv  therefore  is  the  bank  without  money 
to  meet  the  fifteenth  part  of  its  issues,  but  its 
credits  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  converted  into 
money.  The  bank  carries  on  no  business  hj 
which  an  artificial  circulation  is  eiven  to  this 
paper;  and  which  like  the  wonderful  process  of 
nature  that  propels  the  blood  through  the  arteries, 
and  returns  it  through  the  veins  to  be  propellea 
again  with  equal  warmth  and  vigor,  sends  it  forth 
in  well-timed  discounts  to  be  brought  back  in 
periodical  payments  again  to  be  issued.  The  con- 
sequence inevitably  is,  that  the  paper  ia  brought 
directly  to  the  bank  for  redemptioUj  and  the  va- 
rious holders  contend  who  shall  be  first  in  this 
race,  till  the  President  comes  forth  with  his  proc- 
lamation and  frees  the  bank  from  the  ohItgatioB 
to  pay  apecie.  Some  exigency  soon  occurs  to 
render  an  additional  loan  convenient  to  a  needy 
Administration.  The  bank  and  the  Executive  are 
on  the  best  posaible  tersis — politically  married-*- 
they^  '^in  one  fate,  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  beio^  blend."  The  bank  lends  as  fast  as 
the  Executive  can  ask,  and  the  Executive  kindly 
protects  the  bank  from  the  rude  duns  of  saucy 
creditors.  Thus  there  is  thrown  on  the  commu- 
nity an  immense  emission  of  paper  which  does 
not  pretend  to  represent  money,  which  is  utterly 
worthless,  except  in  consequence  of  a  quality 
which  the  Government  annexes  to  it,  (and  which 
it  can  give  to  any  paper,)  that  of  being  receivable 
in  payment  of  taxes.  The  great  evil  under  which 
we  labor,  in  relation  to  our  circOlaiing  me- 
dium, is  not  a  defect  in  its  quantity,  but  \u  its 
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▼alue.  We  have  paper  enoogh,  bat  we  have  litile 
or  no  money.  This  deficiency  of  money,  though 
no  doubt  produced  by  many  causes,  is  in  no  small 
degree  attributable  to  the  superabundance  of  pa- 
per. Strange  mistakes  have  prevailed  upon  this 
subject,  where  correct  information  might  have 
been  expected.  It  is  perfectly  ascertained  in  po- 
litical economy,  that  no  more  paper  of  any  kind 
can  circulate  in  a  country  than  is  equal  in  value 
to  the  gold  and  silver,  which  would  circulate 
there,  if  there  was  no  paper.  If  more  be  thrown 
out  than  this  circulation  can  employ,  as  there  is 
so  use  for  it  at  all,  the  surplus  is  returned  upon 
the  banks  for  gold  and  silver.  When  converted 
into  this  form  an  use  is  then  found  for  it  abroad, 
and  it  is  exported,  leaving  the  ordinary  business 
of  buying  and  selling  within  the  country  to  be 
transacted  through  the  agency  of  the  paper  cir- 
culation, which  IS  adequate  to*  the  purpose.  1 
have  no  doubt  that  in  this  way  we  are  to  account 
in  a  great  measure  for  the  scarcity  of  specie. 
And  is  this  evil,  and  its  concomitant,  the  depre- 
ciation of  all  bank  paper,  to  be  remedied  by  throw- 
ing more  paper  into  market  ?  Burke,  with  in- 
imitable severity  of  humor,  compares  the  reite- 
rated issues  .of  assignats  by  the  Convention  of 
France  to  the  prescriptions  of  Moliere's  candidate 
for  the  doctoi^s  degree.  The  remedy  is  to  be  re- 
peated as  frequently  as  experience  majr  prove  its 
inefficacy.  If  the  obstinate  disease  will  not  be 
cured,  but  becomes  more  and  more  exacerbated, 
why  then,  ^^repurger,  rwai^ner*'—"  purge  again, 
bleed  asaio.''  Are  you  about  to  adopt  the  same 
course?  Has  an  excessive  issue  of  paper  ban- 
ished the  precious  metals  from  ^our  country? 
Issue  more  paper.  Is  commercial  intercourse 
destroyed ;  are  the  operations  of  the  Treasury 
embarrassed ;  are  all  the  moneyed  institutions  of 
the  Middle  and  Southern  Slates  compelled  to  acts 
of  bankruptcy,  by  the  deluge  of  paper  which  has 
covered  the  country?  Open  thefloodffatesand  pour 
forth  a  fresh  inundation  of  paper.  Assignats— as- 
signats—more  assignats ! 

And  is  it  for  the  sake  of  an  institution  thus 
worthless^  thus  pernicious,  that  the  solemn  faith 
of  the  United  States  is  to  be  pledged  that  no  other 
bank  shall  be  established  for  twenty  years?  The 
Government  needs  and  the  nation  needs  a  bank 
founded  on  a  solid  basis,  operating  wisely,  fur- 
nishing a  circulation  that  will  command  univer- 
sal confidence  and  credit,  and  capable  of  aiding  the 
Administration  in  the  management  of  iu  finances. 
Yet  the  possibility  of  making  such  an  establish- 
ment is  to  be  forbidden  for  twenty  years,  and  this 
for  the  sake  of  a  mere  manufactory  of  paper  I 
But  this  is  not  all.  The  Government  binds  itself 
to  receive  this  paper  in  discharge  of  ail  public 
dues !  Thus  stipulating  for  its  own  bankruptcy, 
and  rendering  impracticable  a  compliance  with 
iu  most  solemn  engagements.  For,  if  it  receive 
Dotbins  but  worthless  paper,  in  what  shall  it  pay 
its  creditors— its  domestic  and  foreign  creditors? 
It  will  be  unable  to  pay  cash.  It  cannot  dare  to 
impose  on  them  what  is  not  the  representative 
of  cash. 

If  this  view  of  the  permanent  coaseqoencei  re- 


sulting from  the  proposed  bank  be  correct,  it  rawt 
be  regarded  as  a  most  ruinous  project.  Instead 
of  resorting  to  it  as  the  only  efficient  remedy  for 
the  mischiefs  and  embarrassments  that  now  exist, 
we  should  reject  it  as  big  with  evils  infinitely 
more  fatal  than  any  we  have  yet  endured. 

Mr.  G.  here  remarked  that  he  had  heard  the 
example  of  the  Bank  of  England,  after  the  sus- 
pension of  it:^  specie  payments^  ur^ed  as  an  au- 
thority for  the  usefulness  of  an  institution  which 
should  not  be  compelled  to  redeem  its  paper.  He 
had  not  the  leisure,  nor  indeed  the  informatioo, 
which  would  be  required  to  go  into  a  full  refuta- 
tion of  such  an  inference.  But  he  could  not  for- 
bear from  ttatinff  some  prominent  facts  which 
would  put  an  end  to  this  supposed  analogy.  The 
Bank  of  Enffland  had  been  established  more  than 
a  century.  It  was  so  firmly  rooted  in  the  public 
confidence,  that  **safe  as  the  Bank  of  England'* 
had  become  a  proverb.  Though  not  in  form  con- 
nected with  the  Government,  yet  a  mutual  in- 
terest and  a  variety  of  concurrent  operations  bad 
produced  such  a  connexion,  iu«fact,  that  the  sta- 
bility of  one  was  a  pledge  lor  that  of  the  other. 
All  the  private  bankers  in  London  transacted 
business  on  toe  credit  of  this  bank ;  and  these,  by 
their  connexion  with  the  bankers  throughout  the 
Kingdom,  sustained  and  everywhere  extended 
this  credit.  Such  were  the  ramifications  through 
which  the  agency  of  this  bank  was  spread,  that 
there  was  not  an  individual  in  the  Kingdom,  pos- 
sessing anything  to  lose,  who  directlv  or  indi- 
rectly was  not  interested  in  its  solidity.  Yet 
with  all  these  aids  to  uphold  it— the  most  power- 
ful (except  the  possession  of  cash  to  meet  its  en- 
gagements) that  ever  were  or  can  be  united  to 
support  any  institution — thus  sustained  by  ancient 
reverence,  by  universal  interest  and  by  a  stable 
Government,  which  determined  to  stand  or  fall 
with  it— the  interruption  of  specie  pavmenu  gave 
it  such  a  shock  that  it  tottered  to  its  base.  Many 
of  its  friends  feared,  and  most  of  our  oracles  pre- 
dicted, its  utter  fall.  The  paper  of  the  bank  de- 
preciated to  a  most  alarming  extent  And  had 
not  a  prosperous  commerce  and  the  most  fortu- 
nate political  occurrences  come  in  aid  of  the  in- 
stitution, it  is  difficult  to  conjecture  how  far  such 
depreciation  would  have  gone.  Can  a  mere  es- 
cape from  destruction,  by  a  suspension  of  specie 
paymenu,  under  all  these  singularly  favorable 
circumstances,  be  viewed  as  an  argument  for  the 
establishment  of  a  bank,  which  is  to  begin  by  an 
issue  of  paper  that  it  is  known  it  cannot  redeem  ? 
Because  such  a  suspension  did  not  utterly  anni- 
hilate confidence  in  an  ancient  institution,  does 
it  follow  that  it  will  create  confidence  in  a  new 
one?  There  is  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  Bank 
of  England  which  can  furnish  an  argument  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  scheme. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  am  perfectly  aware  that 
it  is  not  so  much  the  expectation  of  permanent 
benefit,  as  the  hope  of  immediate  succor  from  the 
proposed  bank,  tnat  excites  the  zeal  of  iu  sup- 
porters. In  a  paroxysm  of  pain,  the  impatient 
sufferer  often  flies  for  relief  to  the  empiric  potion, 
although  ne  knows  that  it  ia  ultimately  fatal. 
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«  Ttre  Treasoiy  is  empty,  and  poblic  credit  i 
*  lowest  »taffe  of  depression.    Something  mi 


t  at  the 
_  mast  be 
'  done,  and  Bone  im'mediatciy,  to  help  the  finances. 
'  What  can  be  efectuat  but  the  establishment  of 
'  a  great  National  Bank?"  Such  is  the  general 
atyle  of  thought  and  expression  among  those  who 
are  most  earnest  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  li 
cannot  be  denied,  sir,  that  the  fiscal  concerns  of 
this  nation  are  in  a  state  alarmingly  critical,  and 
emphatically  require  whatever  of  wisdom  can  be 
found  in  the  Qorernment  to  snatch  them  from 
mitt.  Bat,  let  me  conjure  gentlemen  not  to  be 
led  away  by  this  sense  of  danger  into  a  hasty 
adoption  of  any  measure  which  promises  the  dis- 
embarrassment of  our  finances.  It  is  always  at 
stteh  moments,  in  the  history  of  nations,  that 
daring  adventurers  and  visionary  projectors  obtain 
a  favorable  reception  of  their  desperate  schemes. 
With  the  magnificence  of  promise,  and  the  en- 
thnaiaam  of  presumption,  they  dazzle  the  imagi- 
nation; and  seduce  the  judgment  of  the  ardent, 
the  tiniidj  the  indolent,  and  the  credulous.  It  was 
at  aueh  a  moment  as  this,  in  the  history  of  French 
^oanee,  that  the  celebrated  John  Law  came  for- 
ward with  his  magnificent  project.  The  old 
ftabtoned  mode  of  redeeming  public  credit  by 
coonooiy,  punctuality,  and  afibrding  security  lo 
the  creditors,  was  thought  too  slow  a  process  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  time.  A  more  rapid  and 
complete  remedy  was  desired;  aird  who  could 
fail  to  perceive  such  a  remedy  in  his  great  Mis- 
sissippi Bank?  For  a  while  it  exceeded  the  ex- 
Satatxons  of  the  most  credulous.  Secured  by  the 
rms  of  all  the  farmed  revenues  in  France,  hold- 
iag  a  monopoly  of  the  African  and  East  Indian 
commerce,  and  resting  on  a  solid  capital  of  the 
fertile  lands  and  golden  mines  of  the  Mtssisstppi, 
it  gained  the  public  confidence,  and  comtnanded 
all  the  specie  of  the  Kingdom.  Its  stock  rose  to 
an  enormous  value,  and  the  circulation  of  its 
paper  seemed  to  have  no  bounds.  But,  in  prac- 
tice, it  was  unable  to  meet  its  engagements  and 
to  redeem  its  paper.  In  vain  did  Gfoveroment 
interpose  to  uphold  the  credit  of  ihe  institution. 
Conndenoe  was  withdrawn;  circulation  ceased; 
the  babble  bur^it;  thousands  were  ruined,  and 
the  finances  degraded  far  below  their  former  de- 
basemeat.  If  the  proposed  plan  is  to  aiford  relief 
to  bur  necessities,  It  cannot  be  difficult  to  discover 
it.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  faith,  but  of  calcula- 
tion. Whence  is  this  relief,  and  what  is  the 
amount  of  it  1  It  will  be  said  that  the  bank  is  to 
aeeommodate  the  Qovernment,  at  six  per  cent., 
with  a  loan  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Such  a 
loan  is  absolutely  necessary  to  our  wants;  per- 
haps can  be  no  where  else  obtained,  and  certainly 
not  upon  as  moderate  terms.  Let  this  suggestion 
be  examined  for  a  moment,  and  all  that  is  plausi- 
ble in  it  vanishes.  In  what  does  the  bank  make 
this  loan!  Not  in  money,  for  it  has  It  not ;  not 
in  the  representative  of  money,  for  its  issues  are 
made  on  a  capital  of  irredeemable  public  debt; 
not  in  paper  that  will  command  money,  for  the 
bank,  as  we  have  seen,  must  be  immediately  re- 
lieved  from  the  obligation  to  pay  specie.  In  what 
then  is  this  loan  made?  In  paper  having  no 
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value  except  that  it  represents  the  engagements 
of  an  institution  whose  only  wealth  consists  in 
the  engagements  of  the  Government,  and  answer- 
ing  no  purpose  of  circulation  except  that  the 
Government  has  made  it  receivable  in  payment 
of  taxes.    Is  it  not  manifest  that  the  direct  en- 
gagements of  the  Government  must  have  at  least 
equal  value  with  that  paper  which  ultimately 
represents  them ;   and   that  these  engagements 
may  equally  be  made  receivable  in  commutation 
of  taxes?  Then  the  simple  meaning  of  this  trans- 
action is  to  procure  paper  engagements  of  a  suit- 
able form  and  devices  to  be  prepared  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  pay  the  manufacturers  for  their 
trouble  (at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  on  the  nomi- 
nal amount  manufiftctu  red)  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  per  annum.    This  is  a  very 
expensive  establishment,  sir.    You  can  surely 
have  your  Treasury  notes  equally  well  struck^ 
and  filled  up,  and  signed,  at  a  much  less  cost. 
And  none  can  doubt  but  that  they  will  answer 
every  purpose  of  the  Treasury  bank  notes.     Un- 
less swindling  be  designed,  there  is  something 
preposterous  in  the  idea  that  A,  who  has  capital, 
caaoot  attempt  a  circulation  of  his  own  negotia* 
ble  paper,  but  gives  his  bond  to  B,  who  has  no 
capital,  and  obtains  B's  notes  in  the  expectation 
that  they  will  circulate  freely  on  his  [A's]  prom- 
ise to  take  them  in  payment  of  debts,  as  though 
they  were  his  own.    But  the  idea  approaches  to 
insanity  when  A  regularly  pays  interest  on  the 
bond  to  B  for  the  use  of  these  note?,  which  draw 
no  interest,  and  whose  sole  claim  to  credit  is  de- 
rived from  their  connexion  with  that  bond,  and 
from  his  consent  to  treat  them  with  respect..  The 
only  quality  which  these  bank  notes  can  possess, 
entitling  them  to  confidence,  or  fitting  them  to 
be  the  medium  of  circulation,  is  that  which  the 
Government  imparls  to  them— of  beine  receiva- 
ble in  payment  of  taxes.    If  it  annex  this  quality 
to  its  own  paper,  and  makes  it  as  convenient  for 
receipts  and  payments  as  the  notes  of  this  paper 
bank,  an  immense  saving  is  made,  and  every  bene- 
ficial purpose  equally  answered.    It  is  idle  to 
imagine  that  the  engagements  of  au  institution,, 
whose  capital  is  composed  of  Government  debt^ 
can  ha^re  any  other  credit  than  those  of  the  Gov- 
ernment itself.    The  whole  foundation  on  whicb 
either  can  rest,  is  the  credit  of  the  Government* 
If  you  seek  a  further  basis  you  but  imitate  the 
Indian  sase,  who  rested  his  world  on  the  back  of 
an  huge  elephant,  who  stood  on  the  back  of  an  im- 
mense tortoise,  who  stood  on  he  knew  not  what. 
We  are  told  one  immediate  benefit  to  result 
from  this  institution  is,  that  it  will  absorb  twenty- 
four  millions  of  Government  stock  now  in  the 
market,  and  make  room  for  the  Government  lo 
throw  more  stock  into  it.    This  is  surely  a  delu- 
sion.   Six  millions  of  Government  securities  in 
the  form  of  Treasury  notes,  and  eighteen  millions 
in  the  form  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  will  be  made 
to  assume  the  form  of  United  States  Bank  stock. 
But  this  bank  has  a  capital  consisting  almost  ex- 
clusively of  Government  securities.    Shares  in 
this  capital  are  then,  in  fact,  little  else  than  evi- 
deneea  of  an  interest  in  these  securities.    These 
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tw€Dty-four  millions  of  Government  stock  are 
not  actuailjT  remoFed  from  the  market,  but  re- 
main there  under  a  different  name.  Instead  of 
being  transferred  as  Treasury  notes,  or  as  Gov- 
ernment  six  per  cents.,  (hey  are  assigned  as  bank 
stock.  No  burden  is  thereby  taken  from  the 
market;  no  ability  to  loan  is  communicated  to 
any  one ;  no  demand  for  Government  paper 
created. 

But  the  principal  advantage  which  is  boasted 
of,  as  resulting  from  this  bank,  is  the  revival  of 

?ublic  credit  by  the  appreciation  of  the  public  debt. 
*his  consideration  is  entitled  to  attention,  both 
because  it  is  somewhat  plausible,  and  because  it 
is  much  insisted  on  by  the  friends  of  the  scheme. 
Public  credit,  at  all  times  important  to  the  nation, 
is  now,  when  revenue  is  exhausted,  and  a  war  of 
immense  expenditures  pressing  upon  the  Treas- 
ury with  daily  increasing  demands,  of  incalcula- 
ble value.  This  faculty,  known  to  be  exceedingly 
imiMired  by  late  occurrences,  is  to  be  renovated 
by  imparting  value  to  certain  evidences  of  the 

fublic  debt  now  much  depreciated  in  the  market, 
am  utterly  unable  to  perceive  how  the  result  is 
to  be  produced.  A  high  price  of  Government 
stock  is  often  an  indication  of  the  healthful  state 
of  public  credit.  When  every  species  of  Gov- 
ernment stock  is  at  full  price,  not  from  the  opera- 
tion of  accidental  or  temporary,  but  of  permanent 
and  regular  causes,  it  may  be  re^rded  as  an  une- 
quivocal evidence  of  sound  public  credit.  But  an 
artificial  value  communicated  for  a  moment  to  a 
part  of  the  public  debt,  not  extending  to  the  rest 
nor  promising  longcontiooance,is  a  proof  of  irreg- 
ular excitement^  indicating  diseased,  not  vigorous, 
credit.  To  revive  public  credit  by  impartiiig  an 
extraneous  value  to  stock  seems  about  as  wise  as 
to  restore  health  by  an  artificial  coloring  of  the 
cheek.  Superficial  observers  may  be  cheated  by 
the  appearance;  the  credulous  experimenter  may 
for  a  moment  delude  himself,  but  the  mistake  of 
either  cannot  last  long. 

Let  us  examine  a  little  more  in  detail  the  effect 
which  this  bank  is  to  produce  on  the  public  stock 
and  the  public  credit.  There  is  now  in  market 
fl  speak  in  round  numbers)  sixty  millions  of 
Government  debt  created  since  the  war,  which, 
at  an  average,  may  be  said  to  be  worth  in  specie 
seventy  dollars  in  the  hundred.  By  allowing 
twenty-four  millions  of  this  debt  to  be  subscribed 
at  its  nominal  price  in  payment  for  bank  shares, 
it  is  supposed  that  joa  will  create  a  demand  for 
this  stock,  which  will  raise  it  to  eighty-five  or 
ninety.  But,  after  the  twentj-four  millions  are 
subscribed,  the  residue  having  no  new  value 
communicated  to  it,  will  preserve  its  former  place 
in  the  market.  Thus  far  nothing  is  seen  but  a 
mere  stock-jobbing  operation — an  adventitious 
price  given  to  public  securities  to  enable  the  pres- 
ent holders  to  get  rid  of  them  at  the  expense  of 
others  in  whose  hands  they  are  to  depreciate. 
But  the  twenty -four  millions  subscribed  are  con- 
verted into  bank  stock;  and,  as  it  is  presumed 
bank  stock  will  be  at  par,  these  twenty-four  mil- 
lions are  raised  in  value  from  sixteen  millions 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  their  nominal 


amount.  This  may  be  a  correct  statement— and 
here  there  is  a  clear  gain  of  seven  millions  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  but,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed a  phrase  of  the  gentleman  near  me,  f  Mr. 
Wbigbt,)  I  would  ask,  "Cui  bono?^^  to  whom 
does  this  gain  accrue?  Eight  millions  distributed 
among  the  holders  of  certain  favored  stock  may 
be  a  vast  help  to  their  financial  operations,  but  I 
do  not  see  how  our  finances  are  thereby  aided,  or 
our  credit  restored.  The  practical  definition  of 
credit  is  the  ability  to  buy  and  borrow  cheap — 
how  this  ability  is  increased  by  legislating  for- 
tunes to  a  few  at  the  expense  of  the  community 
is  not  very  obvious.  Do  you  expect  that  those 
whom  you  thus  enrich  will  lend  you  from  grat* 
itude  ?  They  will  remember  the  fate  they  have 
so  narrowly  escaped,  and  be  careful  how  they 
again  incur  the  risk  of  bankruptcy.  Will  others 
be  eager  to  lend  you  from  the  hope  of  similar  Ik- 
vors  ?  You  have  put  it  out  of  vour  power  to 
oblige,  for  you  can  make  no  more  banks. 

A  very  strange  opinion  prevails  in  relation  to 
the  holders  of  this  war  stock*  It  seems  to  be  sup- 
posed that  Government  is  under  some  obligation 
to  raise  its  price.  So  far  as  its  value  is  to  be  ef- 
fected by  a  punctual  faithful,  and  liberal  compli- 
ance with  the  engagements  of  the  Government, 
no  man  more  sincerely  wishes  its  rise  than  my- 
self. I  have  joined  in  the  pledge  to  give  it  fall 
security  by  an  adequate  sinxiny  fund  before  the 
close  of  this  session,  and  I  certainly  shall  be  ready 
to  redeem  my  pledge.  I  will  concur  in  any  |>lan 
which  may  be  requisite  to  provide  for  the  faith- 
ful payment  of  the  interesu.  and  the  honest  re- 
imbursement of  their  principal.  Thus  far  I  go, 
for  thus  far  the  Government  is  morally  bound 
to  go ;  but  to  do  more  than  this,  to  make  a  bank 
for  them,  is  to  legislate,  not  for  the  nation,  but 
for  individuals. 

From  what  I  have  said  it  is  manifest  that,  what- 
ever may  be  my  predilection  for  a  National  Bank, 
it  is  impossible  that  I  should  sanction  the  plan 
which  IS  now  proposed.  Its  general  and  perma- 
nent effects  I  regard  as  most  pernicious;  its  im- 
mediate consequences  without  adequate  benefit 
to  counteract  its  expense  to  Government,  and 
wearing  too  much  the  appearance  of  a  mere  stoek- 
jobbingoperation.  While  1  disapprove  the  scheme 
submitted,  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  state  what  plan 
I  would  be  ready  to  support.  Let  the  capital  of 
the  bank  be  reduced  to  a  manageable  size.  The 
Bank  of  England,  the  only  incorporated  institu- 
tion of  the  kind  within  the  Kingdom,  has  a  cap- 
ital less  than  twenty  millions  sterling,  the  paper 
of  which  is  a  sufficient  medium  for  the  collection 
of  a  revenue  of  eighty  millions.  Ours,  surely, 
will  he  large  enough  if  we  make  it  equal  to  our 
revenue,  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  I  am  not 
anxious  that  the  Government  should  take  an  in- 
terest in  it,  especially  as,  at  this  moment,  it  is  not 
advisable  to  contract  more  debts  than  are  ana- 
voidable.  But,  as  this  is  a  fashionable  idea,  I 
would  consent  that  the  United  States  should  sub- 
scribe for  five  millions  of  this  stock.  Of  the  re- 
maining fifteen  millions,  five  millions,  at  least, 
should  be  paid,  actually  paid,  in  specie ;  and  ten 
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might  be  subseribed  in  Tretsory  notes,  or  stock 
hereafter  lo  be  created,  at  par.  Tbe  appreciatioa 
of  these  notes,  or  of  this  stock,  would  be  takea 
into  consideration  at  tbe  time  of  issuing  them, 
and  its  benefit  thus  accrue  directly  to  tb^  Gov- 
ern ment.  In  favor  of  existing  stock,  I  would 
agree  that  it  might  be  received  in  lieu  of  new 
stock  or  Treasury  notes,  but  at  its  original  con- 
tract prices  with  Government.  Either  this  would 
be  a  beneficial  privilege,  or  it  would  not.  If  a 
privilege,  and  therefore  embraced,  the  Govern- 
ment would  derive  a  profit  of  the  difference  on  all 
the  subscribed  stock  between  •  the  contract  and 
nominal  price,  by  wav  of  bonus  for  the  charter; 
and  if  it  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  privilege, 
there  is  no  compulsion  on  the  holder  of  the  stock 
to  subscribe.  The  direction  of  the  bank  should 
be  confided  solely  to  the  officers  selected  by  the 
stockholders.  The  institution  should  be  left  free 
lo  pursue  its  interest,  and  under  no  obligation  to 
lend  to  the  Government.  It  should  be  compelled 
to  redeem  all  its  issues  by  gold  and  silver,  and, 
whenever  it  needed  an  addition  of  specie  to  its 
capital,  it  might  sell  any  portion  of  its  public 
debt  to  procure  it.  Such  an  establishment,  hon- 
estly and  prudently  managed,  would  be  a  basis 
on  which  to  support  a  circulating  medium  ade* 
quate  to  our  wants  and  deserving  of  our  confi- 
dence. Such  an  establishment  would  afford  to 
the  Government  all  the  facilities  it  could  wish 
for  collecting,  keeping,  and  disbursing  its  revenue. 
These  great  purposes  answered,  must  essentially 
aid  the  public  credit.  Other  aids  it  should  have, 
which  are  not  to  be  obtained  through  any  bank. 
Giving  full  security  to  the  public  creditor,  not  by 
a  pledge  of  faith,  but  of  funds ;  provide  compe* 
tent  revenue  for  paying  him  his  interest,  and  be 
punctual  in  the  payment ;  and,  above  all,  put 
down  all  profusion,  and  extravagance,  and  waste 
— economy  will  save  the  necessity  of  immense 
loatts.  These  things  done^  ail  will  be  accom- 
plished which,  while  the  war  continues,  is  on 
your  part  practicable,  and  the  issue  must  then  be 
trusted  to  Providence. 

To  ascertain,  sir,  how  far  my  opinions  may  be 
acceptable  to  tbe  Committee,  I  move  you  to 
amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill  where  it  pro- 
Tides  for  the  capital  of  this  bank,  by  striking  out 
the  word  ^' fifty,"  and  inserting,  in  lien  thereof, 
"  twenty.^ 

Mr,  Fi8K  made  some  remarks  by  way  of  re- 
aisting  the  attack  which  he  said  the  gentleman 
had  to-day  made  from  the  same  battery  as  he 
yesterday  opened  on  the  bill.  He  denied  tbe 
applicability  of  some  of  his  remarks,  particularly 
of  that  in  relation  to  Law's  scheme,  which  arose 
from  that  bank's  having  issued  a  vast  amount  of 
fsaper  on  iu  capital,  founded  on  the  fictitious 
value  of  cerutn  land  certificates,  di&c,  an  excess 
of  folly  into  which  no  properly  regulated  bank 
was  in  any  danger  of  falling,  &c. 

Tbe  question  on  Mr.  Gaston's  motion  to 
strike  out  )^y  and  insert  twenty  millions,  was 
then  decided  as  follows:  For  the  motion  47, 
against  it  79. 

So  the  motiofi  was  negatived. 


On  ra<>tioo  of  Mr.  Parker,  of  Massachusetts, 
araonff  the  places  at  which  subscription  books 
shouTu  be  opened,  Hallowell  in  Maine  was  in- 
serted, and  three  persons  named  as  commissioners. 

Mr.  CoNDiCT,  of  New  Jersey,  said  he  thought 
it  would  be  good  policy  to  permit  as  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  agricultural  community  to  contribute 
to  the  stock  as  possible.  With  this  view  he 
moved  to  increase  the  number  of  shares  from  one 
to  five  hundred  thousand,  and  reduce  the  amount 
of  each  share  to  one  instead  of  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  opposed  this  motion* 
The  shares,  he  conceived,  were  made  sufficiently 
small  to  enable  every  one  so  disposed  to  partici- 
pate in  the  bank ;  while  a  still  lurther  subdivis- 
ion of  the  stock  would  produce  great  embarrass- 
ment, and  a  total  derangement  of  tbe  details  of 
the  bill,  and  much  difficulty  in  apportioning  the 
proportions  of  stock.  Treasury  notes,  and  specie, 
to  be  paid  on  each  share. 

Tbe  motion  was  rejected,  veas  32. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  substi- 
tute, for  the  provision  respectios  the  manner  of 
takinjr  subscriptions  for  this  stock,  a  provision  for 
dividing  its  capital  stock  among  the  several  States 
in  proportion  to  their  representation;  so  that  all 
the  members  of  the  Union  might  equally  partici- 
pate in  the  benefits  of  such  subscription.  He  had  . 
no  doubt  the  subscriptions  would  be  advantage- 
ous to  the  individuals,  inasmuch  as  he  believed 
the  stock  would  be  greatly  above  par  as  soon  as 
the  bank  went  into  operation.  Not  having,  how- 
ever, had  time  to  prepare  an  amendment  to  meet 
his  wishes,  he  should  waive  his  motion  for  the 
present,  until  the  bill  was  gone  through. 

After  making  further  verbal  amendments  to 
the  first  section,  the  second  section  of  tbe  bill  was 
read,  in  the  following  words: 

8xc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  person,  copartnership,  or  body  poiitic» 
to  subscribe  for  so  many  shares  of  tbe  said  capital 
stock  of  the  said  bank,  as  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  think 
fit,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  shares;  except  as  is 
hereinafter  provided  for  the  subscription  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  sums  respectiTeljr  subscribed, 
except  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  as  is  hereinafter 
provided,  shall  be  payable  in  the  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say:  one-fifth  part  thereof  in  gold  or  silver 
cmn  of  the  United  States;  three-fifth  parU  thereof  in 
gold  or  silver  coin  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  United  States,  contracted  by  virtue  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  entitled  <«An  act  authorising  a  loan  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dollurs,"  passed 
tbe  fonrteeath  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  or  contracted  by  virtue  of  any  subse- 
quent  act  end  acta  of  Congress,  antborising  a  loan,  or 
loans;  and  one-fifth  part  thereof  in  gold  or  silver  coin» 
or  in  Treasury  notes,  issued  under  the  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  *<An  act  to  authorize  the  issaing  of  Treasury 
notes;"  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  or  issued  under  the  author* 
ity  of  any  subsequent  act  or  acU  of  Congress,  author- 
izmg  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued.  And  the  said  pay- 
ment ahall  be  made  and  completed  in  the  sums  and 
at  the  times  hereinafter  declared,  that  is  to  say :  jt  the 
time  of  sabacriUng,  there  shall  be  paid  twenty  dellaai 
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CO  Mch  thara,  in  gold  or  ttlver  eom,  and-two  hiuidvod 
doUan  more  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  in  the  pablic 
debt  and  Treasury  notes  aforesaid,  in  the  proportions 
aforesaid.  At  the  expiration  of  four  calendar  months, 
after  the  time  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid  the 
further  sum  of  forty  dollars  on  each  share,  in  gold  or 
eilTer  coin,  and  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold  and  siWer 
eoin,  or  in  the  public  debt  and  Treasury  notes  afore- 
said, in  the  proportions  aforesaid.  At  the  expiration 
of  six  calendar  months,  ftom  the  time  of  subscribing, 
there  ihal!  be  paid  the  further  sum  of  forty  dollars,  in 
gold  or  silver  coin,  and  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold 
or  silver  coin,  or  in  the  public  debt  and  Treasury 
notes  aforesaid,  in  the  proportions  aforesaid.  And  the 
ffljbseriptions  in  public  stock  and  Treasury  notes,  as 
afonsaid,  shall  be  taken  and  credited  lor  the  principal, 
and  m  much  of  the  interest  llMreoi;  respectively,  as 
shall  have  accnied  on  the  day  of  subscribing  the  same. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  araend  this 
section  by  adding  thereto  a  proviso,  in  the  follow- 
ing word!s: 

^Promdedt  That  no  interest  shall  accrue  on  the 
Public  Stock  or  Treasniy  notes  paid  by  the  subscri- 
bers as  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  during  the 
continuance  of  the  charter." 

The  reason  assigned  by  Mr.  Hall  was,  thai 
the  bank  would  draw  a  double  interest  on  the 
stock  part  of  the  capital,  viz:  six  per  cent,  on  the 
stock,  and  a  per  centage  from  the  operations  of 
the  bank  upon  that  stock. 

Mr.  Fi0K  opposed  this  motion,  and  expressed 
much  surprise  at  it.  He  thought  the  moral  sense 
of  the  Government  must  revolt  at  its  injustice: 
besides,  that  it  would  destroy  all  possibility  of 
ocganiziog  a  bank  on  the  principles  proposed  by 
the  bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hall  was  negutived,  very 
few  voices  only  appearing  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  moved  so  to  amend 
the  bill  as  to  make  it  optional  to  subscribers  to 
pay  in  the  whole  of  their  shares  (except  the  spe-. 
cie  part)  in  six  per  cent,  stock,  instead  of  com- 
pelling them  to  pay  in  a  part  of  the  subscription 
in  Treasury  notes. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fiax,  of  New 
York,  and  negatived,  yeas  only '43. 

Mr.  Bbadbubt,  of  Massnchiisetis,  made  a  mo- 
tioo,  the  object  of  which  was,  in  the  provision 
lea^eciiDQ  the  subseripctfto  of  m  eertato  propor- 
tion ef  the  capital  in  etook  of  the  loans  created 
since  the  war,  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof  the 
stock  ^in  loans  hereafter  to  be  eontraeted  by  ao- 
tberitv  of  «iy  act  <s(  Congress,  paseed  or  to  be 
pamied  during  the  present  session.'' 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  ifre  bill,  as  ic  now  stood,  would 
afford  no  real  advantage  to  the  Government  un- 
less it  were  in  the  privilege  of  borrowing  thirty 
millions  of  dollars  from  the  bank.  The  intention 
of  the  charter  proposed  to  be  granted  by  the  bill, 
was,  to  authorize  the  individuals  associating  to 
issue  paper  money — notes  which  wouiJ  promise 
to  pay  nothing  but  paper^for,  he  contended, 
whether  the  provision  authorizing  the  President, 
on  certain  occasions,  to  suspend  payment  of  spe- 
cie, were  adopted  or  not,  the  institution  would 
be  nothing  but  a  bank  of  paper  money;  and  he 


could  see  no  advaotege  the  QoremiaeBt  eouM 
derive  from  borrowiof  thirty  millions  of  paper 
money.  If,  however,  this  bank  should  be  ad« 
vantageous  or  profitable  to  stockholders,  he  could 
see  no  reason  why  those  who  bad  lent  the  CKk- 
ernment  money  since  the  declaration  of  war, 
should  have  any  advantage  over  any  present  op 
future  stockholders.  They  had  obtained,  he  con- 
ceived, sufficient  discount  beyond  the  six  per  cent, 
interest  for  the  loans  they  had  made-«€od  yet,  it 
appeared  to  him.  from  an  examination  of  this 
bill,  that  its  whole  object  was  to  benefit  this  de* 
scription  of  persons.  If  this  bank  should  ^  into 
operation,  which  he  doubted — even  should  tb« 
bill  pass^  what,  he  asked,  would  be  the  oense- 
quence  ?  Ignorant  and  unwary  men  would  pur- 
chase the  public  stock,  at  par,  from  those  who 
contracted  for  it  and  now  hold  it,  and  presently 
the  bobble  would  buret,  and  these  purchasers  be^ 
come  the  losers  by  the  scheme.  If  the  individu- 
als who  took  the  last  loans  had  been  permitted  to 
devise  a  bill  for  their  particular  advantage,  they 
could  not  have  drawn  one  to  soil  tliem  better. 

Mr.  WaiOBT,  uf  Maryland,  proposed  to  sobmit, 
in  lieu  of  Mr.  BnADBoaY'e  motion,  an  amendment 
which  he  had  prepared,  if  the  House  meanc  to 
do  perfect  justice  to  themselves,  to  their  cooatry, 
and  to  the  United  Slates,  be  said  they  would  be 
indisposed  to  put  the  public  stock,  redeemable  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Ooveruoient,  oo  the 
same  footing  as  specie;  and,  if  that  stock  were 
permitted  to  be  subscribed,  at  the  contract  price, 
It  would  be  a  sufficient  bonus  to  the  stockholders 
that  iheir  stock  was  converted  into  bank  capital, 
which  wcHild  immediately  rise  to  50  or  60  per 
cent,  above  par.  In  such  a  provision  as  be  pro- 
posed, there  would  be  nothing  coercrve ;  tbestock- 
holder  might  or  might  not  subscribe  hia  stock ;  if 
he  did,  he  would  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  aa 
the  rest  of  the  community.  Mr.  W.  wished, 
therefore,  to  admit  any  stock  to  be  subscribed  of 
the  past  or  future  loans  at  the  contract  priee. 

Mr.  B»AOBUBT  declined  avaeoting  to  this  sub- 
stitute to  his  motion,  which,  however,  he  modfi«4 
by  adding  to  the  end  of  it  the  words,*** at  tie  ffar 
value,"  thus  proposiog  to  allow  subscriptions  co 
the  bank  in  the  stock  of  any  future  loan,  at  iia 
par  value. 

Mr.  FiaK  opposed  Mr.  BBAowmY^  noiion witb 
considerable  warmth.  If  they  could  not  aid  die 
public  credit,  he  said,  he  hoped  Coagress  would 
refrain  from  doing  anfthiaff  which  should  injura 
it.  The  public  creditor  had  generaU^y  gone  to  die 
extent  of  his  means  in  purchasing  the  public  stock 
now  ly  ing  oo  his  heads.  But  it  never  could  Imrvv 
entered  into  his  calculation  that  the  Gtovernmeot 
would  adept  any  measure  calculated  directly  to 
bear  on  him,  as  the  creatioa  of  a  new  stock  ou 
difierent  footing  certainly  would,  by  giving  it  the 
advantage  in  the  market  over  him.  'Such  acoume 
pursued  by  a  Government,  of  exercising  its  power 
to  serve  its  own  purposes,  instead  of  pur8ttin|[  a 
course  of  magnanimous  policy,  must,  Mr.  F.  said, 
be  repugnant  to  every  sentiment  of  morality  aa 
well  as  justice,  which  ought  to  be  observed  by 
nations.    It  would  be  an  iniquitous  delusion  pnc- 
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tised  on  th«  eommasilr,  ioasmaeli  as  the  depre* 
eifttioD  of  public  stock  does  not  now  arise  so  much 
ffom  distrust  of  the  Government  as  from  inabilitf 
of  the  people  to  lend,  which  ability  coald  not  be 
increased  by  g^iring  this  sort  of  pririlegre  to  the 
stock  in  any  subsequent  loans,  dkc.  Such  a  dis< 
orimination  as  is  proposed  woald  so  weaken  the 
eonfidenee  io  the  public  faith,  that  be  did  not  be- 
lieve, after  adopting  it.  the  Qovernment  would  be 
able  to  obtain  rurther  Joans^on  any  terms. 

Mr.  H^WKiifs,  of  Kentucky,  in  a  very  decided 
manner,  reprobated  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment. It  was  pretty  well  understood,  he  said, 
that  the  Goverament  had  exhausted  almost  to  the 
last  cent  the  ability  of  the  nation  to  obtain  loans 
oader  theezistinff  state  of  things.  It  was  true, 
that  while  this  House  was  recently  debating  on 
the  three  million  loan  bill,  he  had  siiiflrgested, 
aad  it  was  the  fact,  that  the  Executive  was  ne- 

Stiatiog  a  part  of  the  six  million  loan.  They 
d  hopes,  also,  to  obtain,  under  the  bill  last  pro- 
posed, a  loan  to  enable  them  to  redeem  the  Trea- 
sary  ncKes  becoming  due  in  this  quarter.  But, 
bow  could  this  body  expect  this  Government 
ahould,  i»  theh<M»rof  most  need  and  difficulty, 
oteia  those  resources  which  are  iodispeneable  to 
the  foUUraeat  of  the  public  engagements,  if  gen- 
tlemenj  first  oo  one  da^  and  then  on  another, 
ahould  persist  ia  iotfoduciag  motions  and  speeches 
in  res|)eot  le  the  present  creditors  which  must  have 
«■  itt|iif ioos  effect  on  future  loans  ?  No  doubt, 
tliegeatieaan  in  this  motion,  thought  he  wasad- 
Toaadng  the  interests  of  his  country  ;  but,  uofur- 
ttroatcly,  by  one  and  aooiher  proceedings  public 
ceedit  was  iojored  and  the  operations  of  Govern- 
ment retarded.  Remarks  had  been  made  on  this 
floor,  and  he  alluded  emphaiieally  to  those  uafor- 
taaateiy  made  by  a  gentleman  flrom  Virginia,  (  Mr. 
Jkovaon,)  who  he  regretted  was  not  now  in  his 
atat)  which  had  a  more  deleterious  effect  on  pub- 
lia  credit  than  that  gentleman  could  possiblv  have 
espected  or  wished.  They  were  certainly  not 
auiborised  by  sound  policy,  and  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say,  so  fiif  ae  they  respected  the  public 
eredtt,  the  ledemption  of  the  public  debt,  and  pay- 
ment of  past  and  futare  loans,  were  not  sanctioned 
by  the  Administration  or  any  member  of  it.  He 
would  not  support  anv  men  or  Administration 
that  supported  such  a  doctrine ;  and,  so  flir  as  the 
doctrine  had  been  advocated  by  one  of  his  politi- 
eal  friends,  he  deelared  the  opinions  expressed 
wmre  not  his;  that  they  were  nnworthy  of  any 
party,  of  any  Ooverament,of  any  Administration, 
or  any  member  of  it.  As  to  this  bill,  he  enter- 
tatUMl  Constitutional  objections  to  the  establish- 
meat  of  any  bank;  if  they  could  be  removed;  he 
mffhi  vote  for  this  bill.  He  did  not  rise  to  speak 
of  Its  merits,  hot  to  protest  against  propositions 
calculated  to  weaken  if  not  destroy  all  confidence 
iti  \hf  publie  fttitb.  It  had  been  assigned  as  a  rea- 
son K>r  such  a  motion,  that  speculators  had  preyed 
on  the  public  credit.  This  he  denied.  The  Qov^ 
evoment  had  gone  on,  relying  on  the  ptjtblic  credit 
alone  to  support  its  loans,  until  the  terms  on  which 
they  eoold  be  obuiaed  bad  fftilen  from  par  to  88, 
hom  8B  to  80,  dbe.    Tt^e  OeverBment  had  been 


com  pelled  to  have  money,  and  had  bought  it  as  low 
as  they  could.  As  to  the  terms  of  the  ten  million 
loan,  on  which  so  much  had  been  said,  Mr.  H. 
said  it  was  only  an  adaptation  to  that  loan  by  Mr. 
Campbell  of  the  terms  on  which  Mr.  Gallatin 
had,  without  censure,  obtained  the  sixteen  mil- 
lion loan,  and  in  consequence  of  which  last  en^ 
gagement  the  terms  of  the  loan  had  been  more 
than  once  varied,  dbc.  Nay  more,  he  said  the 
terms  allowed  by  Mr.  Campbell  were  less  advan- 
tageous to  the  contractors  than  those  allowed  by 
Mr.  Gallatin ;  so  that  the  blame  thrown  on  him 
was  imputable  not  to  the  terms  of  the  late  loan, 
but  to  the  inability  of  the  Government  to  borrow, 
&c.  Mr.  H.  protested  against  the  principle  of  this 
amendment.  If  the  House  resorted  to  invidious 
discriminations  between  the  public  creditors,  he 
admonished  them  that  they  would  paralyze  their 
own  arm,  and  arrest  the  future  operations  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Gbolbon  said  he  sincerely  regretted  that 
the  animadversions  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hawkins)  on  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr, 
Jackson,)  on  the  loan  bill,  had  not  been  made 
while  that  gentleman  was  present,  so  that  he 
might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  vindicating 
himsdf  before  the  Committee  and  the  nation. 
Mr.  G.  observed  that  he  did  not  recollect  the  re- 
marks' of  his  friend:  (Mr.  Xiecaoft)  with  suf* 
ficieot  distinctness,  to  attempt  to  state  the  aab- 
stance  of  them  to  the  Committee.  He,  howeveri 
did  not  understand  them  to  be  such  as  could  be 
construed  into  an  indisposition  to  pay  the  public 
debt.  Mr.  G.  said  he  applauded  the  zeal  which 
had  been  manifested  by  the  honorable  gentlemaifc 
from  Kentucky  in  favor  of  the  public  credit.  With 
that  gentleman,  he  ardently  hoped  thatami>Ie  pro- 
vision would  be  made  at  the  present  session  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the 
redemption  within  a  reasonable  time  of  the  last, 
cent  of  the  principal  of  every  description,  of  the 
public  debt. 

Mr.  Calhoun^  of  South  Carolina,  said,  they 
bad  arrived  at  that  part  of  the  hill,  on  which  he 
presumed  there  would  be  the  greatest  diversity 
of  opinion.  The  subject  was  highly  important, 
and  worthy  of  mature  consideration.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  Committee  now  rise,  to  allow 
time  for  further  reflection  on  it. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  reported  pr<>- 
gress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


WEmiBSDAT,  November  16. 

RuFos.R&STON,  returned  to  serve  as  the  Dele*- 
gate  from  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  were  discharged  from  the  several  petitions 
referred  to  them,  complaining  of  the  conveyance 
of  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  ThouP)  of  Georgia,  from  the  Commixtee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  pro- 
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vision  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  soldiers  who 
die,  or  are  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  Che  Committee 
OS  Military  Aflairs.  reported  that  there  was  no 
occasion  for  an]r  provision  in  respect  to  the  fur- 
nishing of  militia  with  clothing,  as  contemplated 
by  the  resolFe  adopted  yesterday— such  a  provis- 
ion being  already  in  existence. 

The  engrossed  resolution  for  presenting  a  copy 
of  the  Public  Documents  to  the  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety of  Massachusetts,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Rhea's  motion,  requiring  that  every  bill  uoder 
discussion  shall  be  gone  through,  before  the  ad- 
journment, on  the  day  it  is  taken  up.  This  mo- 
tion, on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Braolby  and  Mr.  Oak- 
LBY,  was  so  modified  as  to  require  the  question 
under  discussion  to  be  decided  od  the  day  on 
which  it  is  made.  Thus  amended,  the  motion 
was  opposed  with  wit  and  argument  by  Messrs. 
Wright.  Pitkin,  Duvall,  Gholson,  Macon, 
Forsyth,  and  Alexander,  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  and  Fisk,  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Condict  moved  to  postpone  it  indef- 
initelv.  At  length,  to  put  an  end  to  an  unprofit- 
able discussion,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Low^DES,  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpor- 
ate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South 
Carolina,  who  desired  to  propose  another  amend- 
ment, Mr.  Bradbury,  of  Massachusetts,  with- 
drew the  amendment  he  offered  yesterday.  A 
great  part  of  his  object,  he  said,  had  been  answer- 
ed, by  arresting  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then,  in  a  very  ingenious  and 
elaborate  speech,  laid  before  the  House  his  views 
on  this  subject,  and  the  reasons  why  he  should 
propose  a  total  change  in  the  features  of  the  bill. 
The  moiion  he  now  made  was  one  of  limited 
character,  but  such  a  one  as  he  proposed  to  follow 
up  by  other  amendments,  or  by  distinct  Legisla- 
tive provisions,  which  should  together  embrace  a 
plan  of  which  the  following  is  a  brief  outline: 
The  capital  of  the  bank  remaining  unchanged, 
at  fifty  millions,  the  payments  of  subscriptions  to 
this  capital  stock  to  be  made  in  the  proportion  of 
one-tenth  in  specie  (which  he  afterwards  varied 
to  six^fiftieths)  and  the  remainder  in  specie,  or  in 
Treasury  notes  to  be  hereafter  issued;  subacrip- 
tions  to  be  opened  monthly  in  the  three  last  days 
of  each  month,  beginning  with  January  next,  fur 
certain  proportions  of  the  stock,  until  the  whole 
IS  subscribed — payment  to  be  made  at  the  time  of 
aubscribing;  the  shares  to  consist  of  one  hundred 
instead  of  five  hundred  dollars  each ;  the  United 
States  to  hold  no  stock  in  bank,  nor  any  agency 
in  its  disposal,  nor  control  over  its  operations,  nor 
right  to  suspend  specie  payments.    The  amount 


of  Treasury  notes  to  be  subseribed,  viz.  forty -five 
millions,  to  be  provided  for  by  future  acts  of  Con-> 

?[re88,  and  to  be  disposed  of  in  something  like  the 
oUowing  way,  viz :  fifteen  millions  of  the  amount 
to  be  placed  in  the  hands  o(  the  agents,  appoioted 
for  the  purpose,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  present 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinkioc  Fund,  to  go  into 
the  stock  market,  to  convert  the  Treasury  QOtee 
into  stock ;  another  sum,  say  five  millions,  to  be 
applied  to  the  redemption  ot'  the  Treasury  notes 
becoming  due  at  the  commencement  of  the  ensa- 
ing  year;  the  remaining  twenty  millions  he  pro- 
posed to  throw  into  circulation  as  widely  as  possi* 
ole.  They  might  be  issued  in  such  proportioiM 
monthly  as  to  be  absorbed  in  the  subscriptioos  to 
the  bank  at  the  end  of  each  month,  dbe.  This 
operation,  he  presumed,  would  raise  the  valtme  of 
Treasury  notes  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent, 
above  par,  being  the  value  of  the  privileg-c  of 
uking  the  bank  stocky  and  thus  afford  at  the  s«me 
time  a  bonus  and  an  indirect  loan  to  the  Gorern- 
men t ;  making  unnecessary  any  loan  by  the  bank 
until  its  extended  circulation  of  paper  shall  ena- 
ble it  to  make  a  loan  which  shall  be  advantageous 
to  the  United  States.  The  Treasury  notes  so  to 
be  issued  to  be  redeemable  in  stoca  at  six  per 
cent.,  disposable  by  the  bank  at  its  pleasure,  and 
without  the  sanction  of  Government;  to  whom 
neither  is  the  bank  to  be  compelled  to  loan  any 
money.  This,  it  is  believed,  is,  in  a  few  words, 
a  fair  statement  of  the  project  of  Mr.  Calbodr^ 
which  he  supported  by  a  variety  of  explanations 
of  iu  operations,  dbc. ;  the  notes  of  the  bank,  when 
in  operation,  ^o  be  received  exclusively  in  the 
payment  of  all  taxes,  duties,  and  debts  to  the 
United  States.  The  operation  of  this  combined 
plan,  Mr.  C.  conceived,  would  be  to  afford,  1. 
Relief  from  the  immediate  pressure  on  the  Trees* 
ury;  2.  A  permanent  elevation  of  the  public 
credit;  and,  3.  A  permanent  aud  safe  circulatinir 
medium  of  general  credit.  The  bank  shoold  firQ 
into  operation,  he  proposed,  in  April  next.  He 
concluded  his  exposition  bv  a  motion,  the  effect 
of  which  is  to  deprive  the  United  States  of  any 
share  in  the  stock  of  the  bank,  and  to  change  the 
proportions  of  specie  and  paper  in  which  it  shall 
be  payable  to  one-tenth  in  specie,  and  nine-tenths 
in  Treasury  notes. 

This  motion  opened  a  wide  and  interesting 
scene  of  debate. 

Mr.  Fisk  attacked  Mr.  Calhoun's  proposition 
with  considerable  zeal,  principally  on  two  points: 
its  failure  to  provide  for  the  present  absorption  of 
United  States  stocky  and  the  difficulty  which 
would  occur  in  the  circulation  and  disposal  of  so 
immeofc  a  mass  of  Treasury  notes.  He  drew  a 
comparison  between  Mr.  Calhoun's  profet  and 
that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  highly 
favorable  to  the  latter. 

Mr.  FoB8YTH,of  Georgia,  opposed  the  adoption 
of  this  proposition,  and  examined  the  features  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and 
the  arguments  advanced  in  favor  of  it.  He  waa 
opposed  to  it  in  nearly  all  its  features,  and  greatly 
preferred  the  plan  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.    His  argumenta  were  pcinet- 
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pnUy  in  reply  to  those  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  which 
ne  p^enerally  pronoancecf  to  be  erroneous  and  de- 
lusive. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  Soath  Carolina,  replied  at 
considerable  length  to  Mr.  Forsttb,  ana  vindi- 
cated the  proposition  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  an  able 
argnroent  on  the  principal  points  of  objection 
urged  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  in  illustration  of  the 
principles  of  the  bill.  He  showed  what  he  be- 
lieved a  decided  superiority  of  the  amendment 
over  the  original  project  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

When  Mr.  Lowndes  ended  his  speech,  the  de- 
bate on  the  main  question  terminated,  and  this 
day's  sitting;  ended  with  the  following  skirmishing 
debate,  during  the  whole  of  which  the  Chairman 
and  the  members  of  the  Hoose  were  endeavoring 
to  limit  the  debate  to  the  question  before  the 
Hoose. 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  after  remarking  on 
the  very  high  importance  of  this  subject,  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  change  which  this  amendment 
proposed  to  introduce  into  the  principles  of  the 
bill,  and  the  obvious  necessity  of  further  time  for 
consideration  of  so  important  an  amendment, 
moved  that  the  Committee  rise,  report  progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  with  much 
warmth,  opposed  this  motion.  He  feared,  if  the 
House  were  to  adjourn  without  deciding  on  this 
motion,  coming  from  the  imposing  quarter  whence 
it  did,  and  supported  with  so  much  ability  from 
the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  it  would  ar* 
rest  the  loan  of  three  millions,  and  even  the  nitfe 
million  loan,  which  were  absolutely  indispensable 
to  support  the  Military  Bstablishment  and  other 
departments  of  the  Government.  What,  then,  he 
asked,  would  become  of  the  soldier  who  is  now  in 
a  Northern  climate,  depending  on  the  fate  of  these 
loans  for  his  pay,  clothing,  and  sustenance  ?  Who- 
ever, in  the  face  of  such  considerations,  should 
vote  to  rise  without  deciding  on  this  proposition, 
possessed,  he  said,  more  courage  and  philosophy 
of  temper  than  he  would  boast.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  rise  without  deciding  on 
this  motion. 

Mr.  Qrosvenor,  of  New  York,  said  he  hoped 
the  Committee  would  rise.  This  was  the  very 
question,  how  money  should  be  raised,  whether 
by  Treasury  bills  or  by  any  other  mode,  which 
more  than  any  other  required  the  deliberate  de- 
cision of  Congress.  It  was  not  a  question  simply 
of  paying  the  militia  of  the  army  now  out,  but  of 
establishing  a  system  which  should  enable  the 
Government  to  discharge  all  the  demands  against 
it.  It  was  all- important,  on  such  a  subject  as  this 
more  than  on  any  other,  to  vote  considerately  and 
after  deliberation.  The  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  he  considered  to  be 
generally  advantageous ;  but  he  had  some  objec- 
tions to  it,  which  he  wished  an  opportunity  to 
submjt.  He  hoped,  before  deciding  on  a  subject 
like  this,  the  House  would  take  due  tinie  to  de- 
liberate on  a  proposition  to  throw  into  circulation 
fifty  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  trusting  to  the 
bank  for  their  absorption. 


Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  rise.  He  wished,  before 
rising,  that  they  would  decide  upon  the  proposi- 
tion Before  them ;  not,  however,  for  the  reasons 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
He  did  not,  like  that  gentleman,  conceive  that 
the  decision  on  this  amendment  could  affect  the 
loans ;  for  one,  he  said,  he  protested  against  loans 
made,  or  to  be  made,  on  the  expectation  of  the 
creation  of  a  bank  to  give  a  bonus  to  the  holders 
of  the  public  stock,  in  addition  to  that  which  they' 
have  already  contracted  to  receive  from  th^  Gov- 
ernment. It  was  important  that  some  decision 
on  this  subject  should  immediately  take  place, 
which  had  been  already  three  days  debated ;  and 
he  knew  of  no  plan  which  would  be  so  operative 
as  that  now  proposed  by  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  whose  arguments,  he  said,  together  with 
those  of  his  colleague.  (Mr.  Lowndes,)  weresome- 
thiog  like  mathematical  demonstration. 

Mr.  Oaklet  denied  any  weight  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  allowed 
almost  as  little  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Sharp, 
that  three  days  bad  been  consumed  in  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject.  He  should,  for  his  part,  say 
that  three  weeks  mi^ht  be  well  employed  in  the 
discussion  of  a  project  for  establishing  a  bank 
with  a  capital  of  fifiy  millions  of  dollars — a  capi- 
tal sufficiently  large  to  infiuenee  the  destinies  of 
this  nation  to  future  ages.  He  was  friendly  to 
the  main  principles  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  proposi- 
tion ;  but  he  was  not  certain  but  there  might  be 
radical  ohieciions  to  some  of  them.  He  hope4 
some  indulgence  would  be  afforded  to  those  who, 
like  him,  wished  to  deliver  their  opinion  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Inoham  remarked,  that  the  House  bad  been 
sitting  here  nine  weeks,  and  not  a  single  measure 
had  b^en  definitively  adopted  for  the  support  of 
the  public  credit.  Delay  and  procrastination  had 
taken  place  day  after  dav ;  and,  if  the  House  were 
to  wait  until  every  gentleman  was  satisfied  as  to 
every  word  and  letter  in  a  bill,  it  would  never 
get  through  one.  The  very  suggestion  of  such 
an  amendment  as  that  now  under  consideration 
would,  he  said,  produce  ill  consequences.  It  ought 
to  be  determined,  therefore,  as  early  as  possible* 
He  did  know,  that  a  speech  (Mr.  Jackson's)  <jto- 
livered  iif  this  House-had  depressed  the  price  of 
stocks  in  Philadelphia  full  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.  The  proposition  now  before  the  House,  he 
feared,  would  depress  them  still  further;  and, 
when  the  public  stock  was  in  estate  of  depression, 

S»ing  down,  down,  down,  he  was  unwilling  the 
ouse  should  take  any  course  which  should  still 
further  prostrate  it. 

Mr.  FiBK  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  be 
induced  to  rise,  at  the  early  hour  of  three  o'clock, 
by  the  old  plea  of  want  of  time  for  consideration* 
It  was  important  now  to  act,  and  that  the  whole 
course  of  proceedings  of  the  House  should  be  re* 
formed,  and  one  of  greater  energy  and  prompti- 
tude substituted. 

Mr.  Gbosvenor  said  this  was  no  ordinary  sub- 
ject, on  which  men  could  make  up  their  minds  in 
a  moment ;  and,  although  some  gentlemen  might 
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be  prepared  to  rote  on  it,  be  boped  they  would 
«llow  some  time  to  those  who  desired  to  reflect 
before  tbey  voted  oo  a  qoestioii  of  so  greet  mo- 
ment. 

The  Coinniittee  tbea  rose,  reported  progress^ 
«Qd  oblBified  leave  to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  November  17, 
Mr.  Plbasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  made  a  report  unfavorable 
to  the  allowance  of  a  boaoty  for  the  destruction 
of  vessels  of  the  enemy  at  sea.    Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  of  Maryland, 
Itesokfedf  That  the  Judiciaij  Committee  be  directed 
te  inqaire  into  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  provad- 
iag  by  law  for  the  punishment  of  persons  voluntarily 
holding  intercourse  with  the  enemy  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  Government 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Acting  Secre- 
tary of  State,  setting  forth  that  all  the  material 
pM^ra  in  that  ofi&ce  were  saved  on  the  late  incur- 
sion of  the  enemy  into  this  Disirict. 

Mr.  Wriobt  moved  that  this  report,  together 
with  all  the  other  letters  received  from  other  De- 
Burtmenta  on  the  same  subject,  be  entered  on  the 
Joarnal  of  the  House.  The  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

BANX  OF  THE  UIIITEI)  STATES. 

The  House  again  went  into  CommUtee  of  the 
Whidie,  OB  the  bill  to  ineorporate  the  subseribera 
to  tbe  BanJc  of  tlM  United  Sortes  of  America. 

The  ameDdmeol  yesterday  proposed  by  Mr^. 
Calhoun  to  the  bill  being  still  under  considera- 
tioD,  aa  amcwiroeBt  was  moved  ther»io  by  Mr. 
FiMC,  of  New  York,  and  accepted  bv  the  House, 
authoriziDg  the  receipt  of  ioreign  ^^M  aad  silver 
eain  (ae  well  aa  gold  a«d  silver  coin  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statee)  in  payment  for  the  subsoriptions  to 
the  atoek  of  the  Baak  at  eevtaio  rates  expressed 
i»  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wriost,  of  Manrland,  in  the  eourae  of  a 
lew  remarks  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CALaoiw,  ex- 
pressed his  approhatioa  of  the  principle,  and 
•vowed  a  deoioed  prefereaee  to  the  plan  it  em- 
heaees  over  that  contained  in  the  origmal  bill. 

Mr.  SsABP,  of  Kentaeky,  moved  to  aRneod  the 
bill  so  as  to  preclude  anything  bat  Treasury  notee 
from  being  received  in  payoMnt  of  the  forty-ibttr 
millions,  which  are  now  proposed  to  be  payable 
in  specie  or  in  Treasury  notes.  His  object  was 
to  prevent  the  latter  payments  into  the  bank  from 
ieing  made  by  the  aid  of  accommodation  from 
the  bank  after  it  goes  into  operation. 

After  some  eeoversation,  Mr.  S.  withdrew  his 
Hmendment  with  a  view  of  offering  it  in  some 
fature  stage  of  the  diacussion. 

Mr.  iHGHAii.'^Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  question 
OB  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  CALBotm )  now  recurs, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  observations  before  it 
ie  divided.  No  member  of  this  Committee  can 
be  mere  seaaibie  than  I  am  of  the  disadvantageM 
lahall  have  to  contend  with  in  entering  the  lists 


against  either  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  who  have  supported  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  I  am  now  fully  conscious  that  I  shall 
fail  to  communicate  my  ideaK  with  that  perspi- 
cuity which  alone  can  give  them  their  proper 
force  and  effect;  yet  I  am  emboldened  by  the 
importance  of  tlie  occasion,  and  shall  rely  upon 
the  intelligence  of  the  Committee  and  the  subject 
itself  to  supply  all  other  deficiencies.  The  amend- 
ment under  consideration,  taken  in  connezioa 
with  the  suggestions  of  the  honorable  mover,  con- 
templates a  radical  change  of  all  the  principal 
features  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  it  will,  therefore,  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  contrast  the  two  plans,  to  notice  that 
which  has  been  proposed  by  the  committee  soaie- 
what  at  large,  though  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  aa 
brief  as  the  subject  will  possibly  adroit.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  only  important  features  of  the 
bill  are:  First,  the  amouni  of  the  capital  stock. 
Second,  the  character  of  it.  Third,  the  loan  to 
the  Government  of  (30,000,000 ;  and  Fourth,  a 
qualified  power  to  suspend  specie  payments*  To 
all  these  points  objections  hare  been  urged,  either 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  or  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Qastos,} 
and  a  particular  examination  of  them  becomes 
necessary  as  a  preliminary  to  the  examination  of 
the  amendment.  First,  with  respect  to  the  amount 
of  capital.  The  bill  propoaes  a  capital  of  (50,- 
000,000;  it  is  sufficiently  apparent  that  the  es* 
tahlishment  of  the  proposed  bank  is  designed  aa 
an  instrument  in  aid  of  other  measurea,  to  re* 
Vive  the  public  credit,  and  thereby  enable  the 
Qovernment  to  procure  the  necessary  resooveea 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  such  effect  aa  to  bring 
a  speedy  and  honorable  peace.  But  we  find  that, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  public 
stocks  have  suffered  a  gradual  depression  up  to 
the  present  year,  when  it  seems  that  loans  oo  any 
tevroa  are  touUy  at  an  end.  The  reason  of  this 
is  obvious ;  we  have  borrowed  and  attempted  to 
borrow  too  much,  and  have  not  resorted,  as  we 
ought  to  have  done,  to  a  more  enlai^d  syetem 
of  internal  revenue.  It  is  unaecesaary  to  go  back 
farther.  What  is  the  present  state  of  things  1 
We  find  the  market  exhausted  of  the  money  and 
overloaded  with  the  public  debt.  In  addition  to 
this  misfortune,  we  find,  literally,  no  circulat- 
ing medium  in  the  nation.  What  then  is  to  be 
done  1  Yott  cannot  borrow ;  you  cannot  isHMee 
taxes  to  the  extent  of  your  demaads,  and  even 
those  which  are  laid,  cannot  be  paid  in  money 
that  will  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Qovernment. 
The  answer  is  pUin.  By  withdrawing  a  portioa 
of  the  encumberiag  massof  stock  from  the  market, 
you  relieve  it  from  its  pressure — a  pressure  which 
bids  defiance  to  your  efforts  to  penetrate  it.  But  if 
by  this  process  you  can  convert  this  weight  of  debt 
into  an  instrument  of  credit,  not  only  for  those 
interested  in  it,  but  for  a  great  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, and  also  for  the  Qovernment  to  an  almost 
unlimited  extent;  and  at  the  same  time  restore 
the  circulation  of  the  money  medium  to  its  ac- 
customed action,  you  have  accomplished  great 
and  essential  purposes.    It  is  for  these  purposea 
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that  this  bill  was  reported,  and  the  amouot  name^ 
ia  it  fixed  upoo  for  the  capiial  of  a  National  Bank, 
that  it  might  absorb  sqcq  a  mass  of  the  encum- 
heriog  stock  as  would  relieve  the  market ;  raise 
the  price  of  debt  not  takea  up;  give  facilities  to 
the  obtaining  of  loans  for  the  present  year,  and 
for  each  succeeding  year.  And  here  I  would  beg 
leave  to  remark,  that  an  evident  repugnance  has 
heeQ  manife&ted  by  some  gentlemea  T  which  I  will 
not,  however,  impute  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina)  to  doing  anything  to  raise 
the  price  of  public  stock,  lest  those  who  have 
purcoased  at  a  low  rate  should  be  benefitted.  Per- 
mit me  to  inquire  of  those  who  have  no  gratitude 
nor  feeling  for  public  creditors,  who  have  loaned 
you  their  money  in  the  time  of  your  necessity ; 
will  you  refrain  from  doinff  an  act  indispensably 
necessary  for  the  credit  ot  the  Government,  and 
to  enable  it  to  borrow  more  money,  for  fear  you 
do  a  benefit,,  not  to  call  it  an  act  of  justice,  to  your 
creditors  7  i  would  ask  such  gentlemen  how  they 
expect  to  go  into  the  market  and  sell  stock  for 
eighty-eight,  when  that  already  sold  is  every  day 
to  be  bought  for  eighty  ?  It  is  humiliating  to 
dwell  upon  a  subject  so  plain  and  simple,  and 
but  for  the  strange  declarations  which  I  have 
heardf  it  would  not  nave  been  noticed.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, there  is  no  consideration  which  every  finan- 
cier who  is  obliged  to  anticipate  his  resources  by 
loans  is  more  attentive  to  than  that  of  supporting 
public  credit ;  or,  in  other  words,  keepioj^  up  the 
price  of  stocks.  The  faithful  payment  oiioterest, 
tkoagh  iodispensahlei  is  not  always  sufficient* 
Sinking  funas  have  therefore  been  resorted  to.  but 
aa  your  power  of  establishing  sinking  fmos  is 
limited,  when  we  find  by  a  repetition  of  loans  we 
have  overloaded  the  market,  jfou  must  if  possible 
withdraw  that  surplusage  before  you  can  recom- 
mence your  loaning  operations,  and  even  then  you 
mast  return  to  the  market  with  that  caution  which 
experience  has  indicated,  as  necessary  to  your 
success.  It  is  therefore^  that  we  propose  la  take 
aut  of  the  market  the  eighteen  millions  of  stock, 
and  the  six  millions  of  Treasury  notes ;  and,  as  the 
stocks  are  now  selling  at  eighty,  it  was  calculated 
that  an  advance  of  twenty-five  per  cenL  upon 
f|04,QOO,OOO,  equalized  as  it  would  be  upon  the 
whole  amount  of  the  debt  in  which  subscriptions 
to  the  bank  could  be  made,  (about  eighty  millions,) 
might  be  computed  to  advance  the  whole  of  these 
depressed  stocks  to  about  eighty-eight;  the  sum 
proposed  to  be  absorbed,  therefore,  was  the  least 
amount  that  could,  eons istent  with  the  plan, 
have  been  taken.  But  there  is  another  reason 
why  a  large  capital  was  determined  upon ;  we 
pepare,  for  the  sake  of  mutual  benefits  to  the 
Dank  and  the  Government,  to  give  it  great  facil- 
ities in  the  circulation  of  its  notes.  In  fact,  this 
will  be  almost  the  only  medium  which  can  be 
employed  for  the  payment  of  uxes,  or  to  carry 
on  the  ordinary  commercial  intercourse  between 

riople  of  different  States,  those  of  most  of  the 
tate  banks  being  now  exclusively  confined  to  a 
circumscribed  atmosphere  around  the  bank  from 
which  they  issued.  With  these  facilities,  it  is 
apparent  that  the  b«nk  ma/  issue  consioerable 


quantitiesof  naper,aad  it  was  much  safer  to  mJu 
the  capital  ot  the  bank  exceed  the  amount  of  notes 
which  the  demand  for  circulating  medium  would 
enable  it  to  issue,  than  that  it  should  have  powef 
to  contract  debts  equal  to  its  capital.  And  here 
it  should  be  observed,  that  a  bank  with  a  small 
capital,  possessing  in  all  other  respects  the  same 
facilities  with  a  Mok  with  alar^e  capital — specie 
payments  being  suspended<-will  be  able  to  issue 
nearly,  if  not  exactly,  the  same  quantity  of  paper* 
It  therefore  becomes  necessary  for  the  security  of 
the  creditors  of  such  a  bank  that  it  should  havea 
large  capital.  I  heard  the  honorable  gentlemaft 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calboun,)  with  some 
degree  of  astonishment,  yesterday  state,  that  a 
bapk  of  one  million  of  dollars  could  with  safety 
issue  paper  to  the  amountof  two  or  three  millions. 
I  would  ask  him  what  would  be  the  si toaiioB  of 
an  individual  whose  debts  three  times  exceed  hie 
whole  real  and  personal  estate  ?  He  would  be. 
insolvent,  and  so  would  the  bank.  No  bank  eon- 
ducted  with  integrity  ever  did  issue  notes  lo  the 
amount  of  its  capiul ;  and  no  bank  that  has  aa^r 
regard  to  its  reputation  will  ever  dare  to  do  it. 
The  gentleman  has  probably  confounded  diacodunts 
and  emission  together ;  an  error  into  which  nany 
others  have  been  led  before  him.  Although  these 
operations  are  intimately  connected,  yet  they  are 
extremely  difiereot  in  their  nature;  the  one  oon* 
stitutes  the  debts  due  to  the  bank  while  the  other 
constitutes  the  debts  due  by  the  bank.  The  g»ti» 
tleman  and  every  member  of  the  Committee  wiU 
see  the  distinction,  and  it  will  be  unaeoessarx 
further  to  illaatrate  it.  I  think  it  has  beeo  suffie 
ciently  shown  that  a  bank,  with  a  capital  roach 
less  than  fifty  millions,  could  not  with  safety  issue 
upon  the  customary  mode  of  bank  operatien 
notes  to  nuet  the  present  demands  for  a  cireolat- 
ing  medium  and  preserve  an  adequate  securitf 
to  its  creditors.  It  is  I  believe  unusual  for  the 
large  Slate  banks  m  issue  in  paper  mmre  than  oae 
third  or,  at  moat,  one-half  the  amount  of  their 
capital,  although  they  oAen  loaa  or  discount  f» 
the  whole  amount. 

The  next  point  which  presents  for  coasidera*' 
tion  is  the  charaeter  of  the  capital ;  it  is  proposed 
to  be  eonstitnted  of  tweoty-foor  millions  of  poUie 
debt  that  have  accrued  since  March,  1812,  or  that  is 
now  authoriaed  to  be  created ;  818,000,000  of  this 
will  be  six  per  oem.  stock,  and  $6,000,000  in  Trea- 
sury notes  now  issued  or  to  be  issued  in  purseanee 
of  existing  laws;  twenty  millions  to  be  subscribed 
by  the  Government  and  paid  in  six  per  cent,  stock, 
and  six  millions  in  specie.  The  objeetions  that 
have  been  urged  to  the  character  of  this  capital 
are  worthy  ot  some  particular  notice.  We  are 
xM  *Uhat  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  paper  bank," 
that  it  is  not  entitled  to  credit;**  that  *^  its  paper 
^  will  not  circulate,  having  no  security  for  Its 
^  solvency  but  the  obligation  of  the  Qovern- 
*'  ment  to  pay  its  debts,"  It  is  perhaps  forto- 
nate  for  the  friends  of  this  bill  that  they  have 
the  light  of  experience  to  justify  their  expect^* 
tioos  and  calculations  on  this  subject.  Is  there 
net  a  strong  resemblance  between  the  character 
of  this  capital  and  that  of  the  old  United  Stetea 
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Bank  7  The  amooDt  and  proportions  are  some- 
what variant,  bat  the  essentials  are  precisely  the 
same,  and  when  was  the  validity  of  that  paper 
qoestioned  ?  It  is  trae  specie  payments  were 
not  suspended,  bat  everybody  knew  that  white  it 
was  doing  business  upon  a  capital  of  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  issuing  notes  to  the  amount  of  five  to 
six  miUions,  its  specie  capital  only  amounted  to 
92,500,000,  and  no  difficulties  were  ever  experi- 
enced for  want  of  more  specie  that  I  have  heard 
of.  In  ordinary  times,  there  is  very  little  occa- 
sion for  specie  in  banking  operations;  none  is 
wanted  except  for  the  payment  of  balances  be- 
tween the  merchants  of  different  cities,  between 
different  banks,  and  the  small  chaojg;e  required  by 
retailers;  and  the  amount  of  specie  required  for 
these  purposes  does  not  increase  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  banking  capital  employed  in  the 
country.  As  an  evidence  of  this  fact  we  may 
refer  to  the  operations  performed  by  the  Bank  of 
England.  The  amount  of  payments  made  every 
day  by  the  different  banks  of  London,  is  estima- 
ted to  exceed  four  millions  sterling;  and  in  the 
year  1810,  the  whole  amount  of  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  private  banks,  in  circulation 
amounted  to  seventy-nine  millions  sterling,  while 
the  specie  only  amounted  to  four  millions.  It 
may  oe  fairly  inferred  that  the  credit  of  a  bank 
does  not  depend  upon  the  amount  of  specie 
IB  its  vaults,  no  more  than  the  credit  of  a  mer- 
chant depends  upon  the  amount  of  money  he 
keeps  in  his  desk;  his  visible  estate,  his  income 
and  his  integrity  are  the  foundation  of  his  credit, 
and  it  is  the  same  with  the  bank ;  the  visible  es- 
tate of  which  is  the  public  debt  and  specie,  its  in- 
come is  the  interest  arising  therefrom,  and  from 
loans  to  Government  and  individuals;  and  the 
caution  that  will  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of 
directors,  will  no  doubt,  as  has  almost  universally 
been  the  case,  especially  in  the  large  banks,  in- 
sure a  faithful  and  judicious  management  of  its 
affairs.  But,  we  are  told  the  only  security  for  its 
paper  is  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  pay 
Its  debts.  And  are  we  to  be  gravely  told  that 
this  is  no  security?  I  never  can  for  a  moment 
believe  that  this  security  will  be  questioned,  re- 
garding, as  every  man  in  the  nation  does,  the  ob- 
liitatioDs  of  the  Government  to  its  creditors  of  so 
solemn  and  unchangeable  a  character  that,  let 
whatever  may  happen,  they  must  be  fulfilled  in 
good  faith.  In  addition  to  these  considerations^ 
the  credit  which  the  paper  of  the  bank  will  receive 
in  payment  of  taxes  and  customs,  and  the  impe- 
rious necessity  which  exists  for  a  circulating  me- 
dium that  will  be  co-extensive  with  the  States, 
will  insure  the  circulation  of  the  paper,  and  there 
cannot  exist  a  rational  doubt  of  us  credit  beinir 
maintained  without  depreciation,  answering  all 
the  valuable  purposes  that  are  expected  from  it 
both  for  the  Government  and  the  community. 
But  here  we  are  met  by  another  objection,  viz : 
that  the  enormous  loan,  as  it  has  been  called,  of 
thirty  millions,  to  be  made  to  the  Government, 
will  produce  a  run  on  the  bank  that  will  exhaost 
all  its  specie  and  arrest  its  future  operations.  In 
the  first  place,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the 


Government  will  do  any  act  that  will  embarrass 
the  bank,  being  as  it  always  must  be  so  deeply 
interested  in  it  preservation.  The  loan  will  there- 
fore be  asked  for  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
bill,  in  such  sums  and  at  such  periods  as  may  be 
made  mutually  convenient  and  consistent  with 
the  objects  of  the  Government;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  the  Government  would  regard  this  resource 
as  a  reserve  only  to  be  used  in  time  of  particular 
necessity,  when  the  depression  of  stocKs  should 
forbid  them  from  going  at  large  into  the  market. 
At  any  rate  the  amount  would  not  be  required, 
as  it  could  not  be  wanted  in  large  sums ;  and  such 
of  these  as  would  be  drawn  out  of  the  bank,  would 
mostly  find  their  way  into  it  again  before  another 
payment  would  be  demanded ;  a  portion  would 
return  in  taxes,  and  other  portions  in  payment  of 
debts  due  from  the  country  to  the  city  merchants, 
and  a  very  considerable  part  of  this  loan  would, 
like  ordinary  loans  or  discounts  as  they  are  called, 
lo  individuals,  never  get  from  the  drawer  of  the 
bank,  but  merely  pass  from  the  credit  to  the  debtor 
side  uf  its  books.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject, 
which  exhibits  the  necessary  and  natural  opera- 
tions, it  will  be  admitted  that  not  so  much  danger 
exists  from  this  loan  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to 
apprehend;  but  should  any  unexpected  difficul- 
ties menace  the  bank,  there  will  be  a  resort  to  the 
power  of  suspending  specie  payments.  But  this 
provision  has  also  been  objected  to,  and  almost  in 
the  same  breath  we  are  tuld  that  no  bank  can  ex- 
ist with  the  extensive  operations  designed  for  this, 
with  an  obligation  to  make  specie  payments — but 
objectors  have  not  furnished  us  with  an  alterna- 
tive. I  do  not  apprehend  any  serious  consequence 
will  result  from  the  temporary  suspension  of  specie 
payments;  the  experiment  was  tried  many  years 
a^o  in  England,  and  has  been  continued  up  to 
this  time  without  injury  to  the  commercial  in- 
terests, and  with  essential  benefit  to  the  nation  at 
large.  It  has  also  been  tried  here,  and  although 
bank  paper  is  somewhat  depreciated  thereby,  it  is 
solely  because  it  will  not  answer  the  purpose  of 
paying:  bulances  between  people  of  different  States, 
for  which  specie  had  usually  been  employed.  For 
example,  the  bank  paper  of  this  District  will  not 
enable  yon  to  trade  east  of  Baltimore ;  yet  every 
article  to  be  purchased  with  it  here  is  as  cheap 
as  it  was  twelve  months  ago.  It  may  therefore 
be  fairly  inferred,  that  a  paper  which  was  re- 
ceivable all  over  the  United  States,  in  taxes, 
and  might  be  exchanged  for  notes  of  smaller  or 
greater  denomination  or  Treasury  notes  in  each 
of  the  States,  would,  from  its  general  conveni- 
ence, continue  to  circulate  without  depreciation, 
even  though  a  temporary  suspension  of  specie 
payments  should  take  place.  It  has  already  been 
shown  that  but  a  small  quantity  of  specie  is  ac- 
tually Ufcessary,  when  the  people  have  faith  in 
the  capital,  the  income,  and  the  integrity  of  the 
bank,  and  in  this  case  necessity  would  become  an 
auxiliary  to  faith,  and  business  would  go  on  aa 
usual.  But  further :  is  it  not  probable  that  most 
of  the  moneyed  capitalists  in  the  United  Statea 
would  vest  a  portion  of  their  disposable  funds  in 
this  bank,  as  also  a  namber  of  the  State  banks. 
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and  will  not  all  these  be  interested  in  the  support 
of  the  credit  of  its  paper?  I  do  DOt  believe  it 
possible  for  any  hostile  combination  to  resist  their 
inflaence  in  money  transactions^  when  thus  united 
and  thus  interested ;  and,  from  every  view  that 
can  be  taken  of  the  subject,  there  does  not  appear 
any  rational  doubt  of  the  success  of  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  commitiee  in  answering  all  the  valu- 
able purposes  for  which  it  was  designed.  But  fur- 
ther: the  plan  has  been  for  a  considerable  time  be- 
fore the  public,  and  although  some  have  objected 
to  the  amount  of  the  specie  called  for  by  the  bill,  as 
being  difficult  to  procure  and  unnecessary,  it  has 
met  the  approbation  of  the  most  intelligent  men 
in  this  community,  (as  to  money  matters  I  mean ;) 
to  say  nothing  of  the  mature  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration which  has  been  given  to  it  by  the  able 
and  enlightened  statesman  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  who,  relying  upon  the  support 
of  Congress,  has  asssumed  the  high  responsibility 
of  his  station  with  a  degree  of  energy  and  conn- 
dence  that  does  no  less  honor  to  himself  than  it 
promises  to  do  service  to  the  country;  to  say 
nothing  of  the  discussion  and  consideration  which 
has  been  given  to  this  subject  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  for  whom  although  no  more 
confidence  should  be  claimed  than  for  any  like 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House,  yet  their 
duty,  their  great  responsibility,  could  not  fail  to 
produce  a  laborious  examination  of  the  plan.  But 
we  are  not  without  experience  as  to  iu  influence. 
The  stocks  had  began  to  advance,  of  course  pub- 
lic credit  was  reviving,  and  some  loans  were  ac- 
tually negotiating  for  the  relief  of  tne  present 
quarter,  in  anticipation  of  the  success  of  this  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  general  plan  of  finance  submit- 
ted to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Such  was  the  progress  of  our  fiscal  operations, 
and  we  were  emerging,  as  it  were,  from  a  dense 
eloud  of  difficulties  and  embarrassments  that  hung 
over  the  nation.  A  more  extensive  and  efficient 
system  of  finance  than  any  ever  adopted  in  this 
country,  was  progressing  to  maturity  as  rapidly 
as  circumstances  would  adroit ;  and  the  bill  under 
consideration,  an  indispensable  instrument  to  carry 
it  into  effect,  had  progressed  with  a  flattering  pros- 
pect of  success;  aod  behold !  at  a  crisis  so  event- 
ful, we  are  met  by  a  proposition  which  goes  (to 
use  the  expression  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina)  to  effect  a  radical  change  in  the  whole 
system  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  I  shall  say  nothing  farther  as 
to  the  time  aod  manner  of  this  proposition  ;  but  I 
trust  it  will  appear  to  have  been  suggested  without 
due  eonsideraiion,  as  it  has  been  without  concert 
or  consultation ;  and,  however  plausible  in  theory, 
that  it  is  Impracticable  in  its  details  and  will  be 
injurious  in  its  effects. 

In  attempting  to  investigate  this  new  plan,  we 
are  subjected  to  considerable  difficulties  on  the 
threshold,  because  it  has  neither  assumed  form 
Bor  shape.  The  plan  can  therefore  only  be  cul- 
lee  ted  from  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman in  his  speech  yesterday,  except  so  far  as  it 
is  found  in  the  amendment  on  the  table,  which 
•ply  appears  to  be  a  small  patch  of  the  scheme. 


That  the  scheme  is  crude  and  undigested,  there 
can  be  little  doubt,  when  we  recollect  the  changes 
that  have  been  proposed  or  consented  to  by  the 
mover  since  it  made  its  appearance  in  the  Com- 
mittee yesterday;  but  I  will  proceed  to  examine 
it.  The  plan  proposes  to  constitute  the  bank  upon 
a  basis  of  six  millions  of  specie  and  forty-four  % 
millions  of  Treasury  notes;  these  notes  hereafter 
to  be  issued,  and  when  subscribed  to  the  hank  to 
be  exchanged  for  six  percent,  stock  at  par;  fifteen 
millions  of  the  forty-four  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  And 
to  carry  the  plan  into  effect,  a  law  must  be  passed 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of  the  Tressury  notes,  and 
another  law  to  dispose  of  the  fifteen  millions 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fond ;  and,  as  there  may  be  a  great  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  these  ulterior  measures  between  the 
branches  of  Congress,  the  possibility  of  a  failure 
to  pass  these  laws  presents  a  strong  objection  to 
the  plan.  We  alreadv  find  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  two  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina 
who  have  supported  the  amendment ;  one  of  them 
^Mr.  LowNDBs)  altogether  disapproves  of  placing 
fifteen  millions  of  notes  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  exchanged 
for  six  per  cent,  stock  and  subscribed  to  the  bank. 
I  shall  presently  consider  this  part  of  the  subject, 
with  reference  to  both  of  their  schemes,  and  in 
the  mean  time  recur  to  the  proposition  to  issue 
either  the  forty  four  or  the  twenty-nine  millions 
of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sub- 
scribed to  the  bank;  and  it  may  here  be  observed, 
that  the  Treasurv  notes  are  not,  as  some  seem  to 
think,  calculated  for  a  circulating  medium,  nor  • 
can  they  ever  be  made  to  supply  its  place ;  it  is 
an  evidence  of  debt  bearing  interest,  in  no  essen- 
tial particular  different  from  the  public  stock,  ex- 
cept that  the  former  is  made  payable  monthly  at 
the  end  of  a  year,  while  the  latter  are  redeemable 
at  a  longer  period ;  the  interest  that  accrues  re- 
tards, instead  of  accelerating  the  circulation,  and 
it  must  partake  o(  all  the  essential  qualities  of 
capital.  Iff  therefore,  you  issue  a  sum  of  Treasury 
notes,  you  make  virtually  a  loan  to  that  amount, 
and  especially  if  they  are  not  to  be  repaid,  as  in 
the  present  case,  at  the  end  of  the  year;  the  money 
marlcet  is  as  much  exhausted  by  the  operation  as 
if  six  per  cent,  stock  is  sold  to  the  same  amount. 
It  is  therefore  fair  to  consider  this  enormous  emis- 
sion of  Treasury  notes  as  a  loan,  which,  by  offer- 
ing extraordinary  inducements,  you  calculate  to 
effect.  Now,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  this  measure  at  this  time,  we  must  consider  the 
state  of  the  money  market,  and  also  what  consti- 
tutes the  capacity  of  a  pieople  to  loan  to  their 
Government.  It  has  already  been  observed  that 
the  market  is  overcharged  with  stocks,  and  each 
succeeding  loan  has  (except  in  one  instance)  been 
obtained  on  more  unfavorable  terms  than  the  for- 
mer. It  must  be  evident,  therefore,  that  we  have 
attempted  to  borrow,  and  that  we  have  borrowed 
too  much  in  proportion  to  the  provisions  that  have 
been  made  to  redeem,  especially  when  we  con- 
sider the  stagnation  of  the  medium.  The  stock 
market  is  glutted  and  overloaded,  and  yoo  may 
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bay  stocks  ia  it  at  a  much  ebeaper  mte  than  the 
Gov€rnineDt  ouffht  to  sell  them.    U  it  then  pru- 
dent or  wise  to  fbrce  oat  at  such  a  time,  in  one 
year,  the  enormous  sum  of  forty-four  millions  of 
new  stock  to  accumulate  this  now  insupportable 
burden  on  the  market  ?    It  should  be  recollected 
that  the  amount  which  the  people  can  loan  to 
their  Government,  within  a  given  time,  can  never 
exceed  the  amount  of  their  net  profits  for  the  same 
time;  and  in  a  country  like  this,  where  there 
ate  so  many  avenues  to  wealth  by  the  reinvest- 
ment of  the  yearly  profits-  in  capital,  either  by 
enlarging  existing  establishments,  or  engaging  in 
new  em^oyments,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any 
▼ery  considerable  portion  of  the  annual  profits 
can   be  borrowed,  without  giving  a  high   pre- 
mium for  them.     But  at  this  particular    time^ 
owing  to  the  interruption  of  all  business  by  the 
stoppage  of  specie  (myments  by  the  banks,  and 
the  consequent  location  of  their  paper  to  a  verf 
limited  boundary,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the 
iiabits  oi  industry  or  means  of  loaning  ca«  be 
near  as  great  as  they  will  be  whea  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  country  shall  resume  its  accus- 
tomed activity.    If  these  premises  are  correct,  the 
oonclusion  is  inevitable,  that  it  would  not  only  be 
ufliwise  and  impolitic  to  press  so  great  a  loan  as  it 
were  by  force  upon  the  market  ai  this  time>  but 
that  it  would  he  much  more  sale  aad  prudent  to 
withdraw  a  part  of  the  stocks  from  the  market, 
and  absiaia  if  possible  from  pressing  it  again  until 
it  shall  have  become  relieved  by  the  income  of 
the  succaeding  year.    Hence  it  is  t4at  we  propose 
ta  require  the  hank  to  loan  money  to  the  Govern- 
.  meot,  a  part  of  which  would  perhafw  be  required 
for  the  next  year,  and  the  remainder  peserved  far 
similar  exigencies.    But  the  honeiable  gentleman 
from  Soutn  Carolina  calculates  to  obviate  all  dif- 
ficulties and  embarrassments  for  two  yenrs,  by 
tike  sale  o£  the  twenty-nine  or  the  forty4bttr  mil- 
lions of  Treasury  note^  which  be  cakubbtes  will 
readily  be  sold  at  par,  nay,  even  at  a  preminm. 
Now,  as  the  amendment  stood  when  he  delivered 
ius  speech,  and  as  it  now  stands  (although  1  am 
aware  of  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  ffentle- 
raan  from  Kentucky  to  require  payment  for  the 
bank  subscription  to  be  made  in  Treasury  notes 
only,  to  the  amount  of  forty-four  millions,  which 
be  had  thought  proper,  however,  on  reflection  to 
withdraw,  and  which  upon  more  mature  refiecr 
tiott,  I  am  sure  I  will  not  renew)— as  tbe  amend- 
ment now  stands,  the  payments  may  be  made  in 
Treasury  notes  or  gold.and  silver.    And  how  will 
Treasury  notes  be  sold  for  specie  or  bank  notes  of 
equal  value,  at  a  premium  or  at  pajr,  when  the 
specie  can  be  paid  directly  into  the  ban1t?    The 
thing  is  too  absurd  to  dwell  upon  for  a  moment. 
But  perhaps  we  shall  be  told  that  the  subseriptions 
for  the  forty-four  millions  must  be  paid  in  Trear 
sury  notes  only.    I  can  hardly  think  it  possible 
that  the  honorable  gentleman,  with  all  his  cour- 
age, would  venture  upon  such  a  measure  to  force 
bis  Treasury  notes  into  the  market;  it  would  be 
little  better  than  a  tender  law  in  principle,  and 
in  its  operation  most  iniquitous,  and  injurious  to 
the  tttoeess  of  his  plan.    Fok  iasianeei  an  indiTtd;-  i 


oal  being  in  possession  of  specie  must  be  oomfMl* 
led  to  buy  Treasury  notes  before  be  can  subscribe 
to  the  bank — thus  preventing  specie  from  finding 
its  way  into  bank,  which  must  always  continue 
its  specie  payments,  and  he  must  be  subjected  to 
the  risk  otnot  being  able  to  secure  the  amount  of 
his  subscription  to  the  bank ;  in  which  case  there 
will  no  doubt  be  a  loss  upon  the  Treasury  notes 
that  are  not  absorbed,  and  of  course  the  less  inp 
ducement  to  buy  them.    But  it  does  not  appeal 
to  me  that  the  Treasury  notes  can  be  sold  to  the 
amount  proposed.    How  are  they  to  be  paid  ibr  1 
Specie  cannot  be  found :  will  you  sell  them  for 
bank  notes?    One-half  (^  these,  if  the  Treasury 
notes  are  distributed  over  the  Sutes  for  sale,  an 
the  gentleman  proposes,  will  answer  the  Govern* 
meat  no  purpose.    It  has  now  near  three  millions 
of  Southern  notes,  which  cannot  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  in 
Boston-^nor  can  the  notes  of  Baltimore  be  cer- 
tainly applied  to  the  payment  of  debts  even  ia 
Philadelphia.     How  then  can  these  fortv-fouc 
millions  of  Treasury  notes  be  sold  for  a  valuable 
consideration  in  anv  State  where  the  taxes  exceed 
thedisbursemeotsof  the  Government, and  in  which 
the  banks  do  not  pay  specie  7    The  gentleniMi  of 
this  House  may,  perhsips,  take  a  few  of  their  per 
diems  home  in  Treasury  notes,  but  it  will  be  iia- 
posftible  to  distribute  them  when  the  credit  of  the 
Government  exceeds  its  debts,  unless  you  give 
them  away*    But  the  gentleman  proposes  to  le- 
duee  the  denomination — ^and  what  will  this  avail 
his  plan  ?    A  few  of  them  may  be  picked  up  by 
hucksters  and  tin-pedlers,  and  there- it  will  end* 
You  cannot  pay  money  where  y<oa  do  not  owetty 
nor  sell  Treasury  notes  to  people  who  have  no 
money  tn  buy  them  with^  or  whose  money  an* 
swen  you  no  purpose*    I  conclude,  thus  far,  that 
the  scheme  is  unwise,  impolitic  and  impracticable. 
But  suppose  it  were  poesibie  to  carry  it  tnli» 
efieet,  what  is  ito  moral  character  awl  itaeAeC 
upon  public  credit?    I  do  not  mean  to  impneh 
the  nuotives  or  moral  principles  of  the  hoooraMe 
gentlemen  who  have  advocated  this:  nka  of  a 
bank*    I  know  they  are  utterly  incapane  ctif  sap* 
porting  any  measure  of  which  they  entertain  a 
doubt  as  to  its  strict  moral  propriety  $  but,  thinfe> 
ing  differently  from  them  in  this  particular,  I 
shall  be  excused  for  explaining  my  views  of  it. 
It  has  already  been  slated  that  the  stocks  are  in 
a  state  of  heavy  depression ;  and,  it  may  h»  add- 
ed, that  those  who  have  given  yon  one  hundred 
dollara  in  specie  for  one  hundred  doUam  in  stock, 
cannot  now  sell  the  same  for  more  than  eiffhif 
dnllais;  so  of  those  who  have  given  you  ei^y* 
eight  for  one  hundred.    This  depressbn  is  not 
the  fault  of  the  creditor;  it  is  his  misfortune;  and 
when  the  Government  can,  without  injury  to 
itself,  either  do  a  benefit  to  its  creditors  thus  cir- 
cnmstanced,  or  avoid  doing  them  an  injury,  it  is 
bound  by  every  moral  obligation  so  to  do.    Sitt 
what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  measure  under  con^ 
sideration?    We  find  the  stock  market  glutted; 
the  public  creditor  sinking  under  his  burdena, 
and,  without  any  occasion  whatever,  we  aeeamu^ 
late  an  additional  mass  tt|)oa  him  and  eensnm- 
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nmie  his  raia.  Bat,  says  tbe  honorable  gentle- 
maa  from  Soath  Caroiioa,  (Mr.  Calbodm,)  fif- 
teen millioii  of  Treaaary  nmes  shall  be  applied 
to  purchase  iip  the  depressed  stocks— that  is,  he 
wifi  offer  seventy-five  or  ei^ty  dollars  in  Treas- 
ury notes  for  a  e^ttficate,  which  purports,  on  its 
face,  to  deinnnd  one  hundred  dollars  in  specie. 
Bat  this  is  not  all;  by  our  own  act  we  first  de- 
press fhe  price  and  depreciate  the  value  of  our 
debt,  and  then,  by  fhe  aid  of »«a«ne  epecolatiog 
sofaeme,  we  buy  up  that  debt  at  its  depreciated 
mtea,  just  like  soiae  swindling  traders  in  our 
cities,  who,  when  their  credit  is  exhausted,  shut 
up  shop,  and  send  out  runners  to  buy  up  their 
notes  at  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  dieeount.  Sach 
is,  to  my  mind,  the  character  of  the  transaction. 
But  one  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, fMr.  LowNOEB,)  is  opposed  to  this  part  of 
the  plan  J  he  will  not  employ  any  part  of  the  in- 
tended eapital  of  this  bank  to  purchase  up  the 
depressed  stocks.  Bo  much  the  worse.  The 
public  creditor  would  then  have  no  remedy  for 
even  a  part  df  his  misfortunes,  and  the  Govern- 
ment, in  such  a  case,  would  act  the  part  of  a 
spendihriA  whose  land  coald  not  be  sold  forikbt, 
and  while  he  was  giving  usurious  advantages  to 
obtain  new  credit,  he  would  defy  his  old  ones, 
and  mock'at  their  complaiats.  I  am  aware  Chat 
aaatiy  pkdsible  things  may  be  said  to  show  what 
are  the  obligations  of  the  Gk>vemment  to  ite 
eraditors,  and  that  they  may  be  fulfilled  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  contract  without  being 
noticed  in  this  bill.  Be  it  so ;  but  I  contend  that 
you  are  attempting  to  effect  by  indirect  means, 
wiiat  you  would  not  rentore  to  do  by  drreet 
meaiH^-that  is,  to  obtain  from  the  public  creditor 
y^ur  obligation  fora  lessamouot  than  you  prom« 
ise  upon  the  face  of  it  to  pay  him.  He  will  not 
be  satisfied  with  special  pleadings  and  logic ;  he 
will  realiare  his  misforcones  end  execrate  his 
WTOog-doers.  When  his  children  cry  for  bread, 
kts  answer  will  be,  I  loaned  to  my  country ;  I 
confided  in  her  justice;  but,  in  an  unlucky  hour, 
her  councils  were  guided  by  logicians,  and  I  am 
mined.    3ut  there  is  another  feature  in  the  new 

giun  which  constitutes  an  insuperable  objection* 
peeie  payments  are  to  be  made  absolute.  If  we 
did  not  know  that  necessity  sometimes  requires 
a  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  banks  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  (hat  it  may  be  done  with- 
out tiiat  terrtUe  danger  wkich  some  affect  to  ap- 
prebciid,  there  would  he  some  reason  to  refuse 
maktag  any  provision  for  the  ease;  but  with  all 
this  light,  and  the  exktiog  condition  of  the  spe- 
cie medium  of  the  country  in  full  view  before  us, 
it  would  seem  tn  be  a  species  of  frantic  eiirhu- 
siasm  not  to  provide  for  the  case.  If  bank  eredit 
ean  be  restored,  and  it  has  not  been  essentially 
impaired,  there  will  be  a  better  opportunity  to 
do  it  under  the  power  to  suspend  the  specie  pay- 
ments, guarded  as  it  is,  than  there  would  be  in 
any  other  way.  But  suppose  the  balance  of  trade 
to  continue  strongly  agamst  us,  and  a  high  pre- 
mium for  specie  to  be  given  by  our  enemy.  Tour 
bank  will  become  an  instrument  by  which  it  will 
he  driven  from  the  country ;  and  it  may  happen, 


and  probably  will  happen,  that  their  specie  pay- 
ments cannot  be  discontinued— and  what  will 
then  be  the  situation  oi  the  bank  ?  Failing  to 
fulfil  the  purposes  designed,  its  credit  is  blighted, 
its  operations  are  stopped,  and  its  charter  vio- 
lated ;  and  if  this  should  take  place  before  your 
Treasury  notes  are  sold,  the  Government  will 
scarce  obtain  a  moment's  relief;  but  if  the  Treas- 
ury notes  have  been  forced  out,  will  they  not 
come  back  upon  the  Government  for  payment 
when  it  has  no  means  to  redeem  (hem,  instead  of 
passing  into  the  drawer  of  a  broken  bank? 

The  patience  of  the  Committee  is  no  doubt 
exbatisted,and  I  will  conclude  by  exhibiting  the 
relative  pecuniary  value  of  the  two  plans,  in  a 
ealcniation  that  cannot  be  misunderstood. 

By  the  scheme  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  suppose  that  you  succeed 
in  issuing  the  forty-four  millions  of  dollars  rn 
Treasury  notes  at  par,  whether  to  be  vested  in 
stock  or  for  the  purpose  of  a  direct  subscription 
into  the  bank,  and  suppose,  too,  that  the  fifteen 
millions  of  Treasury  notes  will  purchase  one 
hundred  -dollars  of  stock  for  eighty  dollars  of 
notes— ^he  advance  or  profit  obtained  in  the  oper- 
ation will  be  the  difference  between  the  present 
price  that  is  paid  for  money  and  the  rate  thus 
f^taioed,  viz:  twenty-five  per  cent.,  which,  upon 
forty-four  milliono,  will  be  eleven  millions.  Tfaia 
is  the  utmost  that  can  be  claimed  for  his  plan,  if 
it  succeeds. 

Now,  by  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill,  we  have 
the  same  advance  upon  six  millions  of  Treasury 

notes,  viz : ^1,500,000 

Twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  a  loan  of 

thirty  millions  -  -  .  .  7,500,000 
And,  if  we  suppose  our  bank  stock  to 
advance  twenty  per  cent,  above  par^ 
it  will  make  a  disposable  capital  of 
925,000,000,  to  obtain  which  we 
should  be  obliged  at  the  present 
rates  topay  a  premium  of  $6,250,000  0,250,000 
Which,  t€«ether  with  the  advance  on 
ti»estock 5,000,000 

Will  make  a  net  gain  to  the  €k>vern- 
mentof.       .       -       .       .       -  20i250i000 

Making  a  differecee  in  favor  of  the 
Government,  by  the  bill  as  reported 

a  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
ransof       ....       -  f9,250,000 

This  is  a  plain  arithmetical  fact,  that  cannot  be 
controverted.    The  figures  will  mak  for  them- 
selves, and  every  member  of  the  Committee  may 
make  the  calculations  for  himself.    But  I  can 
scarcely  hope  to  convince  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina.    He  appears  to  be  so 
enthusiastioaily  attached  to  his  proposition,  that 
he  has  called  in  the  aid  of  his  prophetic  spirit  to 
sustain  him,  and  has  painted  in  glowing  colors 
the  prospect  of  the  blockade  being  raised,  and  the 
speedy  restoration  of  our  foreign  commerce  and 
coasting  trade  to  their  accustomed  activity.   But 
I  cannot  rely  upon  anticipations  of  this  kind, 
though  I  have  often  listened  with  pieaaute  to 
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tbem.  I  have  beard  of  his  prophecies  before,  and 
recollect  listening  with  pleasure,  though  with 
some  degree  of  scepticism,  to  a  speech  of  bis, 
highly  colored  with  promising  prospects,  on  a  bill 
which  has  contributed  to  produce,  more  than  any 
other  cause,  our  present  fiscal  embarrassments. 
It  does  appear  to  me  that  the  wisest  course  would 
be  not  to  yield  to  visionary  speculations,  nor  to 
adapt  our  measures  to  a  state  of  things  not  likely 
to  bie  realized.  We  have  been  trying  expedients 
too  long.  Solid,  substantial,  and  lasting  measures 
are  now  indispensable.  Such  is  the  character  of 
the  proposition  contained  in  the  bill,  while  the 
amendment  proposed  totally  changes  its  character 
as  well  as  form.  That  which  was  designed  as 
an  agent  to  revive  public  credit,  to  supply  the 
present  eziffence  of  the  country,  and  give  such 
facility  in  obtaining  future  loans  as  would  enable 
us  to  prosecute  this  war  with  vigor  and  effect,  is 
to  be  converted  into  a  machine  to  squeeze  a  little 
depreciated  money  out  of  the  people  for  the  pres- 
ent—abandoning the  other  great  and  important 
objects,  so  indispensably  necessary  tol)e  effected. 

I  b.'g  pardon  of  the  Committee  for  having  tres- 
passed so  long  upon  their  patience,  and  the  only 
apology  that  can  be  offered  is  the  importance  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  iNaBRsoLL  said  that  he  inserted  himself 
into  this  debate  with  great  reluctance ;  almost  in 
despair — reluctance  to  take  part  in  a  discussion 
for  which  he  had  no  inclination,  and  which  he 
thought  had  better  be  left  to  the  members  of  the 
committee  who  had  reported  the  bill — in  despair, 
because  he  had  no  hope  of  making  any  impres- 
sion on  an  assembly  but  too  studious  of  change, 
too  fond  of  novelty,  too  apt  to  thibk  that  national 
wealth  was  most  certainly  to  be  found  in  indi- 
vidual  impoverishment.  Ever  since  this  war 
was  declared,  and,  indeed,  since  the  session  of 
Congress  preceding  it,  the  nation  had  been  kept 
alive  on  sickly  hopes  of  peace  and  the  empirical 
sustenance  of  inadeauate  loans;  and  it  was  not 
till  just  now,  when  these  flattering  unctions  were 
DO  longer  applicable,  that  we  had  made  up  our 
minds  to  the  solid  food  of  heavy  taxes,  pledges  of 
them  in  sinking  funds,  and  a  national  banking  in- 
stitution. For  his  part,  Mr.  I.  said,  he  had  uni- 
formly denied  and  deprecated  the  effects  antici- 
pated from  the  Russian  mediation,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  negotiation  subsequently  translated 
from  Qottenburg  to  Ghent.    These  always  ap- 

Sared  to  him  to  be  the  beau  ideal  of  our  Foreign 
elatioDs,  He  bad  never  ceased  to  remonstrate 
against  abstracting  an  eminent  person  from  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Defmrtment,  to  send  him 
to  make  the  grand  tour  of  Europe  in  pursuit  of 
peace.  I  have  invariably  thought  and  said,  said 
Mr.  I.,  tMt  the  only  policy  was  that  just  indi- 
cated by  my  friend  and  colleague,  who  preceded 
me,  (Mr.  Ingham,)  to  look  the  difficulties  man- 
fully in  the  face,  conceive  tbem  at  their  worst, 
and  deal  with  them  accordingly.  We  have  at 
last  come  to  this  complexion,  and  I  congratulate 
the  country  on  the  occasion.  We  never  should 
have  had  peace  until  war  was  waged  in  earnest; 
and,  perhaps,  we  are  now  much  nearer  to  a  ter- 


mination of  hostilities  than  we  were  while  sub- 
sisting on  pacific  overtures. 

The  Treasury  Department,  in  concert,  and  after 
long  consideration  with  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  assuming  the  responsibility  of  their 
respective  stations,  have  recommended  to  us  the 
plan  of  a  bank  which  is  comprehended  in  the  bill 
under  di>cossiun.  In  this  Congress  of  Ambassa- 
dors (as  I  think  it  was  the  late  President  Adams, 
in  his  TVeaXise  on  the  ConstUiUian^  very  aptly 
denomiuates  us.)  rather  than  a  Congress  of  th« 
Representatives  of  different  portions  of  tbe  same 
people,  it  should  always  be  the  first  preliminary^ 
to  entering  upon  any  subject,  the  sine  qua  non-^ 
since  sine  qua  none  are  so  much  the  moue  in  mod- 
ern Congresses*-to  agree,  by  mutual  sacrifices  of 
pride  of  opinion  and  the  spirit  of  system,  to  en- 
deavor to  attain  some  practicable  object  and  re- 
sult. It  is  well  known  to  erery  member  that  a 
National  Bank,  while  nearly  all  acknowledge  the 
imperious  necessity  of  such  an  establishment,  baa 
to  encounter  the  various  obstacles  and ,  collisions 
which  arise  from  various  quarters  of  t^is  House. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  opposed  by  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  side,  who,  deeming  the 
war  unjust  in  iu  origin,  deem  it,  moreover,  a 
Constitutional  and  correct  orbit  of  opposition  to 
move  indiscriminately  against  every  meaNure  cal- 
culated to  act  in  furtherance  of  the  war.  I  wi41 
not  take  upon  myself  to  determine  whether  this 
is  a  proper  view  of  the  subject.  We,  at  all  events, 
know  that  it  is  one  most  steadfastly  adhered  to. 
In  the  next  place,  a  bank  is  resisted  by  certain 
scruples  respecting  the  Cuostiiutional  power  of 
Congress  to  create  one.  which  obtain  with  several 
gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House.  And  lastly, 
It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  most  powerful, 
pervading,  and  indefatigable  hostility  out  of  doors 
will  be  organized  by  the  innumerable  State  bank- 
ing institutions,  which  comprehend  within  the 
sphere  of  their  influence  almost  every  man  of 
property  in  the  country,  who  may  apprehend  that 
a  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  tend  to  cur- 
tail, to  cripple,  or  to  destroy  their  resources.  As 
long,  however,  as  the  objections  urged  on  this 
floor  were  confined  to  those  which  might  have 
been  expected,  and  which  may  be  urged  against 
all  such  establishments,  1  did  not  suppose  it  in- 
cumbent on  any  member  to  assist  those  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  who  have  the  |)articuiar 
conveyance  of  this  bill  through  the  House.  I 
should  not  have  presumed,  therefore,  to  mingle 
in  the  debate  in  reply  to  such  objections.  Indeed, 
the  grounds  which  were  eloquently  occupied  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gas- 
ton) seemed  to  me  to  be  sufficiently  answered  by 
hini>elf,  for  I  really  think  that  there  were  few  of 
the  difficulties  which  he  recapitulated  against  the 
proposed  plan  that  are  not  in  equal  force  of  ex- 
uteuoe  against  the  ^ubstilule  he  suggested.  As 
to  plans,  indeed,  I  am  not,  myself,  at  all  tena- 
(  Ijus.  Any  plan  will  answer  my  purposes  that 
promises  to  restore  public  credit  and  create  a  cir- 
culating medium.  Nor  can  we.  to  be  sure,  com- 
plain of  any  deficiency  of  projects.  Almost  ef* 
ery  gentleman  has  his  own }  and,  if  you  happen 
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to  look  into  a  oewspaper,  ecce  homo/  here  is  a 
daily  column  of  tDost  comfortable  schemes,  al- 
ready printed  for  your  perusal.  [In  allusion  to  a 
voluminous  writer  on  these  subjects  in  the  Nd- 
tional  Intelligencer,  who  affixed  the  signature  of 
'^  Homo"  to  his  essays.]  It  affords  me  pleasure 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  satisfaction  with  which 
I  followed  the  gendemaa  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  ia  the  development  of  his  sub- 
stitu'efor  the  system  recommended  by  the  Treas- 
ury Department.  I  must  do  that  gentleman  the 
justice  to  say  that  his  viewi  were  exhibited  in  a 
clear,  connected,  and  well-digested  discourse  oa 
this  abstruse  and  complicated  subject,  ia  which 
be  unquestionably  showed,  at  least,  his'owa  prep- 
aration  and  capacity  for  explaining  and  support- 
ing any  favorite  project  he  may  choose  to  iotro- 
duce;  and,  while  I  declare  my  unequivocal  opin- 
ion that  his  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  fantastic, 
impracticable,  and,  I  will  add,  pernicious  of  all 
the  plans  we  could  adopt,  calculated  inevitably 
to  destroy  the  public  credit  of  this  Qovernment— 
to  damn  it  to  all  eieroiiy-<-yet,  so  anxious  am  I 
to  provide  for  the  crisis  which  presses  on  us,  that 
I  would  rather  fall  in  even  with  this  alternative, 
at  the  expense  of  all  your  remaining  public  credit, 
in  preference  to  not  voting  for  some  immediate 
means  for  meeting  present  embarrassments.  If 
we  must  ruin  our  existing  creditors  in  order  to 
procure  fresh  supplies,  and  if  that  is  the  best  man- 
ner of  procuring  them,  I  profess  my  readiness  to 
proceed  to  so  deplorable  a  resort,  rather  than  to 
omit  aliogeiher  the  making  of  some  provision 
fur  the  exigency.  But  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  has  pointed  out  to  us  a 
stream  of  finance  which  positively  is  not  naviga- 
ble. We  may  trace  its  origin  and  follow  ity 
course-^seemingly  a  fine  volume  of  water,  fer- 
tilizing as  it  flows— until  we  behold  it  emptying 
iiself  raio  the  ocean;  but  when  we  come  to  try 
its  usefulness,  we  find  that,  like  the  river  Susque- 
hannah,  its  navigation  is  doubtful,  dangerous, 
and  unsafe.  It  invites  population  to  settle  on  its 
shores,  but  diseases  and  death  infest  them ;  and 
we  are  amazed  to  discover,  on  experiment,  how 
fatally  it  disappoints  the  ex^Mfctations  that  were 
at  first  encourajied  of  its  benfficial  properties. 
Nothing  but  a  freshet  will  justify  our  venturing 
on  this  current ;  and  that  is  precarious,  uncertain, 
and  alarming. 

Let  us  examine  this  unexpected  substitute. 
What  do  we  find?  Why,  sir,  in  the  outset,  an 
insuperable  difficulty,  tn  limine,  before  we  reach 
the  body  of  the  project.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  who,  no  doubt, 
in  the  zeal  uf  an  ardent  mind,  let  drop  some 
rather  inadmissible  expressions  by  wav  of  fore- 
stalling theobjections  he  anticipated  to  his  scheme, 
will  excuse  me  for  the  bimilitude;  but  really  it 
reminds  me  of  the  French  veterinary  surgeon, 
who  kilted  the  sick  horse,  in  order  thai  he  might 
prove  his  skill  byr  restoring  him  to  life.  Is  it  not 
ao  7  Dues  not  his  pl.in  demand,  as  its  fi  st  postu- 
late, a  total  prostration  of  the  public  mean-s  an 
absolute  vacuum  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  after- 
wards  revived  by  filling  it  with  forty  milliMia  of 


Treasury  notes?  Does  it  not  require  that  the 
twelve  millions  which  are  indispensable  for  the 
current  quarter  of  this  year,  should  be  sacrificed, 
and  that  the  Government  should  stop  payment 
for  the  present,  relying  on  this  scheme  for  obtain- 
ing funds  hereafter?  Most  assuredly  the  doors 
to  which  you  look  for  loans  will  be  locked  up 
and  double-bolted  against  your  advances,  if  you 
enact  a  law^  impregnated  as  this  is  now  proposed 
to  be  with  injustice  to  those  who  have  hitherto 
sustained  your  credit  by  administering  to  your 
occasions.  You  are  to  forego  the  advantages  of 
an  approved  and  rational  plan,  you  are  to  aban- 
don the  attempt  to  borrow  what  you  stand  most 
seriously  in  need  of  at  the  present  moment,  you 
are  to  stop  payment,  you  are  to  become  bank- 
rupt, in  order  that  new,  untried,  and  impractica- 
ble efforts  may  afterwards  be  made  to  raise  you 
from  the  grave.  The  thing  is  impossible  j  and  if 
if  it  were  not,  the  experiment,  at  all  events,  is 
rather  too  critical  a  one.  You  may,  I  believe 
that  you  must,  perish  under  the  operation.  Of 
how  nice  and  delicate  a  texture  public  credit  ia 
composed,  we  have  had  demonstrations  but  too 
painful  during  the  present  session.  It  is  the  very 
gossamer  of  political  elements.  The  perpetual 
sunshine  of  confidence  is  necessary  to  its  exist- 
ence. Withhold  this,  and  it  languishes.  With- 
draw it,  and  it  dies.  And  once  dead,  where  is 
the  magic,  where  the  power,  that  can  revive  it? 
Let  me  caution  gentlemen  against  even  handling 
it  too  roughly.  It  is  but  too  easilv  destroyed ; 
and,  whatever  may  be  said  in  speculations  here, 
depend  upon  it,  sir,  that  there  Is  no  skill  in  either 
surgery  or  quackery  that  can  call  it  back  again 
to  an  animation  once  suspended. 

Such  however,  so  imminent,  so  full  of  dissolu- 
tion and  decay,  are  the  very  foundations  on  which 
this  new  superstructure  is  to  be  built  up.  Let  us 
now  look  a  little  further  into  its  details.  And 
here,  at  the  very  inside  of  the  threshold,  I  am 
again  struck  with  a  general  imperfection.  Why 
not  come  at  once  to  the  rejected  resolutions  of 
my  Ijonest  friend  from  Georgia?  (Mr.  Hall.) 
What  use  is  there  in  such  a  mass  of  banking 
machinery  to  give  circulation  to  some  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  ?  Why  not  issue  them  at  once, 
without  this  unwieldy,  this  unnecessary  medium  ? 
Do  you  surround  them  with  it  in  order  to  pass 
them  off  with-  less  embarrassment,  supposing  that 
the'public  will  occupy  themselves  in  examiniiig 
the  mill,  without  scrutinizing  the  material?  If 
you  do,  disappointment  will  be  the  consequence; 
for  those  moneyed  men  whom  you  hitherto  have 
looked  to  for  support,  though  now  you  seem  ready 
to  discard  them,  are  not  to  be  so  easily  prevailed 
upon.  They  are  a  sharpsighted  animal,  who  will 
pierce  through  your  projects  at  a  glance,  how- 
ever you  may  wrap  and  fold  them  up  from  com- 
mon observation. 

Again :  If  Treasury  notes  are  to  constitute  the 
universal  succedaneum,  and  you  intend  to  de- 
prive the  Qijverament  of  auttiority  to  prohibit 
the  issue  of  specie  even  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances and  for  short  periods,  what  occasion  have 
you  for  any  specie  capital  at  all?    Do  you  io^. 
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ag ioe,  Air,  tbtt  yoor  five  or  six  millions  will  be 
suffered  to  remain  quietly  in  circolaiion,  going 
in  and  oat  of  the  vaults  of  tbis  bank,  without 
any  guard  whatever  a^inst  its  fraudulent  evasion  ? 
1  am  quite  mistaken  if  the  whole  sum  would  not 
migrate  to  Halifax  within  a  fortnight  after  its 
deposite.  I  cannot  pretend  to  speak  with  precis- 
ion as  to  the  amount  of  specie,  now  in  retirement, 
belonging^  to  the  different  banks  of  Philadelphia, 
and  individuals  who  have  secured  portions  of  it 
m  safe  places,  but  I  should  imagine  that  it  must 
be  considerable,  perhaps  some  millions.  How 
long  is  it  supposed  it  would  continue  in  farr  cir- 
culation if  the  banks  were  to  pay  it  out  for  notes? 
It  would  infallibly  and  almost  instantaneously 
^disappear.  I  confess  that  I  have  my  doubts  as  to 
the  propriety  of  affording  Government  any  num- 
lier  of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  But  I  cannot 
conceive  a  mode  for  dispensing  with  the  inhibi- 
tion by  law  of  specie  issues  in  certain  cases,  with- 
out referring  this  authority  for  its  exercise  to  the 
directors  themselves,  who  must  endanger  the 
charter  by  its  enforcement.  It  is,  therefore,  best 
in  other  hands.  But  after  all,  sir,  it  was  in  fa«half 
of  the  public  creditors  that  I  was  mainly  induced 
to  address  you.  It  was  to  bespeak  your  indul- 
gence ;  to  appeal  to  your  faith  ;  to  indicate  your 
policy,  as  regards  the  stockholders  of  the  late 
loans  that  I  have  ventured  to  rise  on  this  occa- 
sion. In  order  to  understand  and  appreciate  their 
relation  to  the  Crovernment,  let  us  inquire  how 
it  came  about.  It  is  not  two  vears  since,  when  I 
first  came  to  this  House,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  as- 
sert their  pretensions  against  attack  from  the 
other  side.  And  now  already,  much  sooner,  I 
coofesii,  than  I  expected,  I  am  called  upon  to 
defend  them  from  attacks  on  this  side.  Blessed 
encouragement  this,  to  be  sure,  for  those  who 
may  be  disposed  to  lend  their  money  to  the  pub- 
lie.  And,  pray,  what  are  the  circumstances  that 
justify  these  aggressions'?  You  first  went  into 
the  market  for  a  loan  of  eleven  millions  at  six 
per  cent.,  of  which  you  obtained  but  about  six. 

Blere  some  explanations  took  place  between  Mr. 
PPE8,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  Mr.  Ingebsoll,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  Mr.  I.  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  residue  of  this  loan  had  been  filled  up  by  a 
diversion  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  that  purpose. 
rMr.  B.  pointedly  denied  tint  the  Sinking  Fund 
ever  had  been  diverted  from  its  true  object.] 

The  explanation  afforded  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vii^inia,  (Mr.  Eppeb,)  makes  no  change, 
(proceeded  Mr.  Inqbbsoll)  in  the  aspect  of  my 
•rgument.  I  wbs  about  to  show  that  your  loan 
market  was  exhausted  by  a  loan  of  six  or  seven 
millions,  at  the  hundred  for  a  hundred.  Your 
next  bargain  was  for  sixteen  millions  at  eighty- 
eight  for  the  hundred.  Afterwards,  seven  mil- 
lions and  a  half  at  the  same  rate.  And,  finally, 
that  portion  of  the  twenty-five  millions  which 
has  been  negotiated  at  eighty,  and  perhaps  less, 
for  the  hundred.  And  what  inducements  did  you 
hold  forth  to  those  who  advanced  these  sums? 
Of  course  the  faith  of  Qovernment  for  the  punc- 
tual paymient  of  the  interest,  and  faitlifal  redemp- 


tion of  the  principal  «t  the  expiration  of  the  stip- 
ulated term.    But  was  this  all?    Was  there  no 
accessory,  no  additional  inducement,  besides  the 
plighted  faith  of  the  nation?    This  House  mast 
well  remember  that  there  was.    It  cannot  be  for- 
gotten that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
selected  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  repair  to 
Europe  to  treat  for  peace  \  and  it  is  perfectly  wdl 
known  that  both  he  and   his  colleague,  st  the 
time  that  some  of  these  loans  were  under  con- 
tract, were  sanguine  in  their  calculations  on   the 
prosperous  result  of  their  mission.     Indeed,  since 
we  have  become  acquainted  with  their  instruc- 
tions, it  cannot  be  matter  of  surprise  that  they 
should  have  entertained  such  a  confidence.    *Fbe 
fact,  however,  is,  that  subscribers  to  the  loan  at 
eighty-eight,  were  led  to  believe,  and  from   the 
best  authority,  that  their  stock  would  enjoy  all 
the  benefits  of  peace  within  twelve  months  from 
the  time  of  their  subscription,  and  that  instead  of 
merely  par  for  the  eighty-eight  which  they  loaned, 
thev  might  reasonably  calculate  on  a  rise  of  ten 
or  nfteen  per  cent,  above  the  one  htindred  which 
they  were  promised  for  their  money.    It  was, 
moreover,  made  a  test  of  patriotism  in  the  sub- 
scribers, and  hundreds  contributed  in  part  on  this 
principle.    Gtotlemen  talk  of  these  persons  as 
if  they  were  the  veriest  brokers  and  stockjobbers 
in  the  world ;  and  as  if,  too,  none  but  brokers  and 
stockjobbers  had  subscribed.    But  no  misconcep- 
tion could  be  more  unfounded.    Let  such  as  im- 
agine that  some  half  a  dozen  usurious  capital  ists 
hold  all  the  stock  In  question,  attend  on  quarter 
day  at  the  door  of  a  bank  in  which  di  viands  are 
payable,  and  examine  there  into  the  characters 
and  conditions  of  the  crowd  of  anxious  expect- 
ants for  their  income.    They  will  find  the  widow 
and  the  orphan,  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  as  well 
as  thewealthy  and  thecompeteut,  waiting  for  their 
shares — some  of  them  for  small  sums,  payable  by 
way  of  annuity,  (which  was  authorized  by  the 
loan  laws,)  and  the  only  reliance  of  the  poor  peo- 
ple who  have  invested  their  funds  in  this  stock. 
These  are  the  persons  whom  you  are  proposing 
to  cast  aside.    They  did  not  seek  yon  nor  press 
themselves  into  your  assistance.   But,  on  the  con- 
trary, yott  went  in  search  of  thtm,  and  induced 
them,  hy  strong  and  seductive  promises,  to  part 
with  their  money  for  your  necessities.    They  did 
so  at  vour  earnest  instances.    They  paid  it  to 

?roa  when  they  could  have  had  g:ola  and  sHver 
or  their  checks.  But  now,  having  bound  them 
to  your  destiny,  having  exhausted  their  capacity 
to  lend)  you  deny  them  (should  the  proposed 
amendment  be  adopted)any  participation  in  youf 
plans  for  the  improvement  of  their  funds.  You 
leave  them  to  their  fate,  vainly  imagining  that, 
after  such  crying  injustice,  you  can  safastitute 
another  class  of  creditors  in  their  places.  No 
moneyed  institution  can  succeed  which  is  to  be 
founded  on  principles  at  war  with  the  interests  of 
the  moneyed  men  of  a  community.  You  may 
rail  at  these  persons  if  you  will.  But  depend 
upon  it,  that  to  enlist  their  opposition  to  any  plan 
for  the  restoration  of  public  credit,  is  not  the  way 
to  accomplish  it. 
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The  baak  conteoip|]ated  by  the  origioftl  bill  on 
Che  table  was  to  be  laid  od  the  liberal,  the  politic, 
ajud  tJie  natural  endowments  of  ftublic  stock  and 
specie  in  certain  adequate  proportions.  That 
which  is  to  be  attempted,  should  the  amendment 
soeceed,  would,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
such  institutions,  be  founded  on  a  vast  basis  of 
new  paper  or  stock  to  be  created,  to  the  prejudice 
of  those  who  now  own  the  stocks  and  regulate  the 
prices,  in  the  market.  Of  these,  there  are  between 
sixty  and  eighty  millions  (including  Treasury 
notes)  in  existence.  Instead  of  withdrawing  a 
third  of  this  amount  and  appropriating  it  to  a 
bank,  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calboun)  would  send  in  forty  odd  millions  more, 
in  the  shape  of  Treasury  notes,  more  heavily  than 
ever  to  choke  up  and  overdo  the  market.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  be  very  conversant  with  these 
matters ;  but  I  must  confess  that  I  cannot  per^ 
ceive  how  snch  a  scheme  could  possibly  succeed 
in  operation. 

Of  all  models  for  a  moneyed  institution  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  affords  one,  the  most 
worthy  of  imitation.  And  upon  what  was  it 
founded  1  Public  stock  and  specie  capital.  What 
public  stock?  Not  new  stock  created  for  the 
purpose  ;  but  that  which  was  funded  at  twenty 
shillings  in  the  pound,  though  a  great  deal  of  it 
was  purohated  as  low  as  one-and-sixpenee.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  hear  of  no  dis- 
crimination between  the  creditors.  He  well  knew 
that  public  credit  was  to  be  created,  not  by  looking 
forward  to  new  auxiliaries,  and  discarding  old 
ones,  hot  by  a  punctilious  and  faithful,  an  indis- 
criminate and  universal  fulfilment  of  all  former 
engagements.  Paying  old  debts  is  the  best  mode 
of  enabling  a  community  to  contract  new  ones. 
The  Bank  of  Bngland,  the  Bank  of  Genoa,  most 
of  the  celebrated  monejred  institutions  in  Europe, 
were  established  on  similar  recognitions  and  adop- 
tions of  the  public  stocks  of  their  respective  coun- 
tries. The  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  therefore 
followed  their  example.  Stockholders,  who  were 
known  to  have  purchased  their  stock  at  a  great 
discount,  were  nevertheless  allowed  to  subscribe 
without  discrimination,  though  it  was  well  ascer- 
tained that  the  bank  stock  would  immediately  rise 
after  the  subscription,  and  though  it  did  actually 
rise  to  one  hundred  and  forty.  Nour  in  all  views 
of  this  subject,  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
aA>rda  a  precedent  to  be  consulted  with  the  ut- 
most eoBsideration,  and  one  not  to  be  departed 
from  without  very  sufficient  causes.  Broken  up 
as  that  institution  has  been,  and  subjected  to  the 
severest  tests  of  investigation,  the  wisdom,  fidelity 
and  punctuality  of  its  transactions  have  been  man- 
ifested in  the  strongest  light ;  and  1  think  it  would 
be  hazardinff  not  a  little  to  disregard  them. 

The  gentlemen  from  Soiuh  Carolina,  both  the 
honorable  mover  of  this  amendment  (Mr.  Cal- 
boun) and  his  colleague  who  supports  him  (Mr. 
Lowndes,)  denjr  that  the  creation  of  a  new  stock 
for  the  bank  capital,  would  be  either  an  injury  or 
any  injustice  to  the  present  stockholders.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  stock  was  at  eighty-one  the  day 
before  yesterday  in  Baltimore,  and  looking  up,  in 
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anticipation  of  its  incorporation  into  the  bank 
No  doubt  it  will  fall  again  as  soon  as  this  propo- 
sition for  «»zcloding  it  goes  abroad.  What  more 
infallible  thermometer  can  we  have  of  the  effect 
of  such  a  measure  on  the  stock?  There  are  be- 
tween sixty  and  eighty  millions  of  it  io  circula- 
tion. You  propose  to  issue  fifteen  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  for  purchasios  up  such  of  it  as  ts 
to  be  subscribed  to  the  bank.  The  inevitable  con- 
sequence must  be,  first  a  competition,  a  most  un- 
fair one,  in  the  market,  and  then  a  depreciation 
of  the  stock.  He  who  subscribed  at  eighty  has 
twenty  per  cent,  advaniajce  over  the  more  meri- 
torious subscriber  at  one  hundred  or  at  eighty- 
eight,  and  no  alternative  is  left  for  the  latter  but 
to  sacrifice  bis  slock  at  fifty  or  sixty,  in  order  to 
reimburse  himself  by  the  profits  of  a  subscription 
to  the  bank,  or  to  hold  his  stock  depreciated  to 
one-half  of  what  he  gave  for  it.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  repeat  the  epithets  that  were  bestowed 
on  such  dealings  by  my  friend  and  colleague,  (Mr. 
Ingbam,)  but  really  1  must  say  that  I  should  con- 
sider them  most  reprehensible  proceedings.  There 
is,  too,  a  difference  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per 
cent,  in  the  prices  of  stock  at  different  places,  at 
Baltimore  and  Boston,  for  instance,  and  the  scan- 
dalous speculations  to  be  authorized  would  there- 
fore carry  with  them  this  additional  aggravation. 
In  fact,  there  is  no  stock  market  in  this  countrv; 
and,  whenever  the  purchases  in  question  are  to  oe 
made,  the  holders  of  stock  in  different  places  must 
abide  the  effects  of  the  variation  in  the  prices  ac- 
cumulated on  the  other  hardships  of  their  case. 

But  why,  we  are  asked,  are  these  stockholders 
to  be  preferred?  Why  is  an  individual  holding 
certificates  of  this  stock  to  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  a  subscription  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  preference  to  any  individual  who  does  not  hap- 
pen to  hold  such  certificates  ?  The  answer  is, 
that  they  are  not  preferred  any  more  than  the  few 
possessors  of  specie.  Any  person  may  buy  the 
stock  who  chooses  it,  and  thus  become  capacita- 
ted to  subscribe  it  to  the  bank.  There  is  no  de*. 
ficiency  of  it  for  sale  in  the  market.  We  have 
taken  care  of  that.  And  but  too  numerous,  un- 
fortunately, are  they  who  are  anxious  to  get  rid 
of  it. 

As  to  uking  it  at  the  rate  at  which  Qovcrn- 
ment  received  their  money,  could  anything  be 
more  unjust?  The  public  faith  was  plighted  to 
redeem  eighty-eight  with  a  hundred.  The  stock- 
holders are  consequently  entitled,  in  the  first  place, 
to  have  one  hondreJ  for  their  eighty-eight;  and 
then  most  assuredly  they  have  a  right,  in  common 
with  all  other  subscribers,  to  all  the  profits  to  ac- 
crue, above  par,  on  their  subscription  to  the  bank. 
In  this  they  are  not  preferred  to  other  subscribers; 
though  perhaps  it  might  be  shown,  without  any 
great  difficulty,  that  ttiey  are  entitled  to  at  least 
a  highly  favorable  attention  from  the  Qovern- 
ment.  We  have  got  all  their  mooev.  We  took 
it  when  it  was  convertible  into  gold  and  silver. 
And  it  would  be  neither  generous  nor  just  now 
to  postpone  them  to  other  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 

These  arguments,  however,  are  controverted 
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bf  the  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina,  both  of 
whom  deny  that  Government  is  bound  to  admit 
these  stockholders  into  the  bank,  as  well  as  that 
any  injury  will  be  done  to  them  by  the  exclusion. 
But  what  facts  have  they  advanced  to  sustain 
their  theory  ?  The  rise  and  fall  of  the  stock  is, 
as  I  have  shown,  a  very  clear  criterion  of  the 
state  of  the  stockholders'  interests ;  and  really  I 
cannot  help  saying,  that  when  so  much  experi- 
ence and  fact  is  to  be  overthrown  by  a  specula- 
tion, we  should  have  something  more  than  even 
the  most  respectable  opinions  in  its  favor.  One 
of  those  gentlemen  (Mr.  Calhoun)  insists  that 
DO  depreciation  can  be  the  consequence  of  his 
scheme,  and  the  other  (Mr.  Lowndes)  expressed 
his  conviction  that  the  proposed  amendment  is 
preferable  to  the  original  bill.  Those  honorable 
gentlemen  know,  I  am  well  persuaded,  of  the  at- 
tention and  pleasure  with  which  I  always  listen 
to  whatever  falls  from  either  of  them.  But  I  must 
be  pardoned  for  withholding  my  consent  to  this 
conclusion  of  theirs,  which  really  is  only  asserted, 
Dot  proved,  by  the  one.  with,  if  f  may  so  express 
it,  his  most  respectable  colleague's  endorsement 
on  the  draft. 

I  was  surprised,  I  confess,  at  the  latter  gentle- 
man's (Mr.  Lowndes)  repetition  of  a  question 
which  had  been  previously  put  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gaston.)  Why,  it 
is  with  seeming  triumph  demanded,  why,  if  former 
and  not  newstock  is  to  be  part  of  the  capital. do  you 
exclude  the  old  funded  debt  of  the  United  States  ? 
Most  obviously,  it  may  be  answered,  because 
that  account  has  long  ago  been  settled ;  because 
a  sinking  fund  has  been  many  years  operating  the 
absorption  of  that  debt;  because  it  is  not  liable  to 
the  fluctuation  of  the  market,  as  the  late  stock  is, 
and  because  the  holders  of  it  do  not  desire  you  to 
meddle  with  it.  [Mr.  Lowndes  here  inquired  if 
Mr.  Inoersoll  included  the  Louisiana  stock,  to 
which  be  answered  that  he  did  not.]  The  dif- 
ference is  very  great  indeed  between  the  old  six 
per  cents.,  of  which  I  am  speaking,  and  the  re- 
cent stocks  created  during  the  present  war.  After 
the  experience  public  creditors  have  lately  had  of 
Congressional  kindness  and  good  will,  they  might 
well  exclaim,  like  the  French  merchants  to  the 
economists :  *'  Laitsez  nausfaire.  Let  us  alone. 
'  We  do  not  stand  in  need  of  your  assistance,  nor 
'  desire  your  interposition.  All  that  we  ask  is  to 
<  be  let  alone."  Very  difierent  indeed  is  the  situa- 
tion of  the  new  stockholders,  with  all  their  money 
gone,  their  funds  depreciated,  and  their  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  inveighing  against  their 
contracts  as  usurious  and  iniquitous.  They  are 
bound  to  the  public  car  by  the  ties  they  cannot 
break.  They  must  continue  to  follow  public  fate. 
They  cannot  afford  either  to  sell  or  to  hold.  Af- 
ter exhausting  their  credit  at  bank  they  are  driven 
to  the  usurer  for  relief,  who  strips  them  of  half 
their  stock  for  the  preservation  of  the  residue — and 
that  residue  they  must  needs  hold — to  bequeath 
it  to  their  children  with  curses  on  the  Govern- 
ment which  borrowed  of  them,  on  fair  promises^ 
to  their  last  cent,  and  then  left  them  to  their  ruin. 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  debating  this  interesting 


subject  under  very  peculiar  circumstances.  It  is 
now  two  months  since  Congress  have  been  in  ses- 
sion, convened  by  the  President  uoder  the  pres- 
sure of  great  and  weighty  considerations.  Since 
we  assembled  a  most  alarming  temper  has  ap- 
peared in  very  decided  indications  among  some 
of  the  Eastern  States;  and  it  is  said  to  be  in- 
tended, by  the  agitation  of  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion, to  proceed  deliberately  to  the  disintegration 
of  New  England  from  the  Union.  For  my  part 
I  cannot  believe  it.  I  cannot  impute  such  designs 
to  a  people  whose  forecast,  and  orderly  and  gene- 
ral attachment  to  regular  Government,  have  been 
so  much  vaunted,  and,  perhaps,  not  without  rea- 
son. But  what  encouragement,  if  such  be  their 
object,  are  we  not  holding  out  to  them  ?  And 
what  a  rebuke  the  Hartford  Convention  may,  in 
all  probability,  impose  upon  Congress !  The  fif- 
teenth of  December  is  advertised  as  the  day  of 
their  meeting,  scarcely  more  than  three  weeks 
from  the  moment  when  I  address  you — after  hav- 
ing been  two  months  in  session,  under  every  im- 
pulse to  action  and  concert,  without  having  yet 
achieved  any  one  important  act — without,  in  fact, 
being  now  as  likely  to  agree  as  we  were  six  weeks 
ago — still  amusing  ourselves  with  discordant  pro- 
jects and  visionary  speculations.  The  Hartford 
Convention  will  find  disunion  ready  made  to  their 
occasions.  Instead  of  taking  steps  to  separate 
themselves  from  the  other  States,  to  d^ay  or  to 
defeat  our  measures,  they  will  have.  I  fear,  but 
too  much  opportunity  for  declaring  that  their 
Convention  was  rendered  indispensable  by  our 
procrastination  and  idle  controversy;  that  they 
met  to  save,  not  to  destroy ;  not  to  deny  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  and  prevent  its  proceedings^ 
but  to  provide  for  our  omissions;  to  raise  an  army 
to  repel  invasion ;  to  create  a  navy ;  to  establish 
adequate  taxes  and  a  circulating  medium;  to 
uphold  the  staggering  credit  of  the  country.  We 
are  disputing  about  details,  while  the  nation  is 
agonized  with  the  pangs  of  dissolution.  We 
must  come  to  action,  and  that  speedily,  too,  or 
the  agony  will  be  over.  I  hope,  therefore,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  the  amendment  will  be  rejected, 
and  that  we  shall  endeavor  to  make  some  harmo- 
nious progress  with  the  original  bill  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  In  a  powerful  and 
impressive  speech  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  replied 
to  the  speeches  of  Messrs.  Inqham  and  Inokr- 
soLL,  and  advocated  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calbooit. 
He  began  by  deprecating  a  hasty  decision  on  this 
subject,  one  of  the  most  important  that  could 
ever  come  before  a  legislative  body,  being  no  less 
than  the  establishment  of  a  charter  for  a  mone^red 
institution  of  fifty  millions,  the  features  of  which 
could  not,  when  once  settled  by  a  solemn  act  of 
Congress,  be  changed,  hut  must  be  as  irrevocable, 
during  the  term  of  the  charter,  as  the  Constitu- 
tion itself,  dbc.  The  National  Bankj  if  necessary, 
was  required  by  the  public  good  alone.  He,  there- 
fore, threw  out  of  view,  as  wholly  irrelative,  the 
argument  in  relation  to  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
amendment  on  the  holders  of  public  stock,  who 
had  no  right  to  demand  any  advantag[es  from 
such  an  Institution,  and  to  whom  no  injustice 
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would  be  done  by  preclodinj^  them  from  any 
other  share  in  it  than  other  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  He  stated  some  things  in  relation  to  this 
bill  to  show  that  the  facts  of  its  having  been  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
wax  not  an  unanswerable  arirument  against 
aroendmeof ;  for,  he  stated,  that  the  principal  fea- 
ture proposed  to  be  changed  by  this  amendment 
scarcely  obtained  a  majority  in  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  dbc.  He  then  proceeded  to 
examine,  first,  the  details  of  the  bill  before  the 
House,  and  next  of  the  amendment  proposed  to 
be  made  to  it;  and  concluded  an  elaborate  and 
able  view  of  the  subject,  by  expressing  his  de- 
cided conviction  of  the  superior  practicability  of 
Mr.  Calboun'b  proposition  over  the  bill  as  re- 
ported, &c. 

When  Mr.  Oakley  concluded,  at  a  little  past 
4  o'clock,  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's motion  to  amend  the  bill,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  about  sixty  votes. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  November  18. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  remarked, 
that  he  looked  upon  the  decision  of  the  House, 
yesterday,  as  indicating  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  change  the  whole  nature  of  the 
bil^,  now  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for 
incorporating  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  As  many  amend- 
ments in  detail  would  be  required,  he  thought  the 
most  proper  way  to  act  on  the  bill  would  be  to  re- 
commit it,  for  amendment,  to  a  select  committee. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Wright  of 
Maryland,  and  Mr.  Lowndes  of  South  Carolina, 
on  the  ground  that  there  were  parts  of  the  plan  of 
the  gentleman,  against  which  the  House  might 
decide,  and  which  could  as  well  be  acted  on  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  by  a  select  eommirtee. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  withdrew  his  motion,  re- 
serving the  right  to  offer  it  again,  when  further 
progress  should  have  been  made  in  the  discussion 
of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  of  New  York,  the  House 
asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  mored  an  amend- 
ment to  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  (as  it  has 
been  amended,)  the  object  of  which  was,  to  ad- 
mit the  forty-four  millions  of  the  capital  to  be 
paid  in  Treasury  notes,  as  it  now  stands,  or  in 
public  stock  created  since  the  war. 

This  motion  was  declared  by  the  Chairman  to 
be  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  had  yesterday  decided  that  no  part  of 
the  payments  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  bank 
should  be  made  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  Forsyth  was,  in  this  decision,  disposed 
for  the  present  to  waive  his  motion ;  but  an  ap- 
peal was  taken  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  this  point ;  which 


decision  was  affirmed  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  75  to  39. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  which  contem- 
plates the  subscription  by  the  United  States  of 
twenty  millions  in  six  per  cent,  stock  to  the  cap- 
ital of  the  bank. 

This  section  Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  strike  out 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia  said,  he  hoped  the 
section  would  not  be  struck  out.  He  considered 
it  important  that  the  United  States  should  hold 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  stock  of  the  bank,  be- 
cause he  believed  the  privilege  of  so  doing  would 
be  valuable  to  the  Government.  In  the  stock  of 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  the  Govern- 
ment had  held  a  considerable  portion  of  the  stock, 
and  rhe  benefit  derived  from  it  had  not  been  denied. 
It  had  been  a  matter  of  boast  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  and  the  Republican  Administration 
had  enjoyed  the  advantages  arising  to  the  Gror- 
ernment  from  it.  He  could  not  conceive  any 
solid  objection  to  this  course.  It  might  be  said 
the  bank  would  be  injuriously  affected  by  the 
shares  the  United  States  would  bold  in  it,  because 
they  would  subscribe  nothing  but  stock.  But, 
Mr.  F.  said,  if  the  basis  of  the  bank  was  to  be 
public  stock,  its  value  would  not  be  destoyed  by 
a  part  of  it  being  owned  by  the  United  States  as 
well  as  by  individuals.  He  hoped  the  motion 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Calhodn  said,  the  principle  of  his  motioa 
had  been  decided  by  the  amendment  which  bad 
been  made  to  the  second  section.  Consistency 
required  that  the  House,  after  deciding  as  they 
did  yesterday,  should  now  strike  out  this  section. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  he  did  not  consider  the  de- 
cision of  yesterday  as  at  all  interfering  with  this 
motion.  If  it  did,  he  felt  himself  to  be  commit- 
ted contrary  to  his  intention.  The  discussion  on 
yesterday  had  not  turned  on  this  point ;  and,  he 
contended,  even  had  the  House  inadvertently  de- 
cided the  principle  yesterday,  the  decision  to  re- 
tain this  section  would  control  the  provision  in  the 
said  second  section^  inasmuch  as  in  law  posterior 
control  prior  provisions.  The  Government  ousht, 
he  contended,  to  have  a  share  in  the  stock  and  in 
the  direction  of  the  bank.  The  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States  would  yet  have  been  in  operation, 
be  said,  if  a  portion  of  the  direction  had  been  under 
the  control  of  the  Gh>vemment^  to  have  prevented 
it  from  being  a  perfect  inquisition.  He  instanced 
the  advantages  which  several  of  the  States  derive 
from  holding  a  share  in  the  stock  and  a  direction 
of  banks  wi till n  their  respective  limits.  Seven- 
eighths  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  had,  he  said, 
been  held  by  foreigners ;  and  every  man  who  haa 
any  hand  in  the  direction  of  its  concerns  was  ad- 
verse to  the  politics  of  this  Administration.  Some 
of  them  were  refugees  from  the  country,  who 
ought  to  have  been  hung  during  the  Revolution. 
It  could  not,  therefore,  be  expected  that  Congress 
would  revive  that  institution  or  create  any  other, 
the  whole  weight  of  which  would  iiave  been 
thrown  in  the  opposite  scale  to  that  of  the  Jj^^^led 
Sutes.    Mr.  W.  was  desirous  not  only  ttx^i  lUe 
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United  States  but  that  the  agricaltaral  interest  of 
the  country  should  hold  a  due  proportion  in  the 
stock  of  this  bank,  to  keep  it  out  of  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  commercial  class,  which  he  in- 
timated was  generally  in  the  British  interest,  and 
Dot  a  few  actually  connected  in  business  with 
British  houses.  The  landed  and  manufacturing 
JAterest,  he  agued,  ought  to  be  at  least  equally 
interested  in  the  bank  with  the  commercial,  it 
was  necessary  the  GoTernment  should  bold  both 
stock  and  direction  in  the  bank,  to  guard  the 
United  States  against  the  operation  of  any  for- 
eign influence,  £c. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  finding,  as  he  said,  from  the 
course  of  the  debate,  that  the  eyes  oi^  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  so  entirely  directed  to  the  main 
object  of  the  amendment  adopted  yesterday,  that 
they  had  overlooked  the  part  of  it  to  which  this 
section  had  reference,  rose  to  explain  the  reasons 
of  his  present  motion.  Whether  the  provision 
now  under  consideration  should  be  struck  out  or 
retained,  he  contended,  depended  on  the  situation 
of  the  nation.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that, 
in  the  present  situation  of  the  nation,  it  ought  to 
be  struck  out.  One  great  object  of  this  bank 
was  to  afford  the  means  of  relieving  the  nation 
from  difficulties  under  which  it  now  labored.  By 
striking  out  this  section,  the  Government  would 
not,  he  said,  lose  the  advantages  it  would  derive 
from  retaining  it,  inasmuch  as  the  twenty  millions, 
instead  of  being  vested  by  the  United  States  in 
stock,  would  assume  the  shape  of  Treasury  notes, 
and  in  reality  produce  the  effect,  by  their  absorp- 
tion in  the  bank,  of  an  immediate  loan  to  the 
Government.  Which,  he  asked,  does  the  United 
States  now  most  want,  a  capital  or  the  use  of 
a  capital?  He  said  he  should  be  glad,  indeed, 
abstractedly,  that  the  United  States s&)uld  possess 
a  share  in  the  capital  of  the  bank ;  he  should  be 
glad  the  United  States  should  possess  a  capital  in 
tne  bank  on  which  they  could  draw  one,  two,  or 
three  per  cent,  more  interest  than  they  had  to  pay 
for  it.  But  we  want  still  more  the  use  of  the  capi- 
tal. If  any  gentleman  could  conceive  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country  to  be  such  that  we  could  lock 
up  instead  of  using  these  twenty  millions  of  cap- 
ital, he  would  vote  against  this  amendment.  The 
capital,  he  said,  would  not  be  lost  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  would  assume  for  them  the  most 
active  and  most  efficient  form,  by  means  of  the 
Treasury  notes,  which,  being  put  into  circula- 
tion and  absorbed  by  the  Government,  would 
effect  an  iromedate  loan  to  the  Government. 
But.  it  had  been  said,  unless  the  United  States 
held  some  share  in  the  bank,  it  would  fall  into 
the  bands  of  our  enemies.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not 
think  so  harshly  as  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land of  the  commercial  interest ;  in  the  large,  he 
believed,  that  great  interest  to  be  American,  not- 
withstanding some  exceptions  might  be  found  to 
that  character.  But  even  if  such  a  disposition 
as  was  feared  by  the  gentleman  should  exist,  it 
would  not  be  controlled  by  retaining  the  present 
provisions  of  the  bill,  because  the  twenty  direc- 
tors could  always  vote  down  thefive  proposed  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Executive,  if  there  should  arise 


a  contest  between  the  Government  and  the  bank* 
But  there  was  another  means  of  protecting  the 
Government  against  the  bank,  more  potent  and 
certain  than  any  such  provisions ;  let  the  United 
States  retain  the  power  over  itr  deposites,  and 
over  the  receipt  of  the  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
duties  and  debts  to  the  Government,  and  it  would 
possess  a  sufficient  control  over  the  bank. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  admitted  an  immediate  loaa 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  Government ;  but 
was  such  a  loan  wanted,  to  the  proposed  amount, 
in  addition  to  the  taxes  to  be  raised  by  the  bills 
now  before  the  House?  He  contended  that  it 
probably  would  not.  But,  if  it  would,  he  argued 
that  part  of  the  project  was  impracticable,  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty  of  throwing  into  market 
forty-four  millions  or  dollars  of  Treasury  notes; 
whereas,  if  twenty  millions  of  that  amount  were 
subscribed  in  stocx  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
the  balance  of  twenty-four  millions  would  be  all 
disposed  of,  and  would  probably  be  sufficiena  for 
all  the  purposes  of  the  Government.  Even  for 
the  benefit  of  the  gentleman's  plan,  therefore,  this 
feature  ought  to  1^  retained. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  that  if  fifteen  million  s  of 
the  forty-four  millions  of  Treasury  notes  ^rere 
applied,  as  he  bad  suggested,  to  the  purchase  of 
stock,  and  five   millions  to  the  redemption  of 
Treasury  notes  falling  due  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  year,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  ia 
disposing  of  the  remainder  of  them.    He  said,  to 
vest  twenty  millions  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
bank  would  be  acting  like  a  man  without  a  dol- 
lar in  his  pocket  oOering  to  lend  out  money  at 
an  interest  lower  than  he  has  to  pay  for  it  for  his 
use.    If  the  demands  of  the  Treasury  during  the 
next  year  did  not  require  the  whole  of  these  notes, 
Mr.  C.  said,  a  part  could  be  retained  until  the 
year  after,  and  thus  provision  be  made  for  two 

? rears.  If  the  subscriptions  were  received  roonth- 
y,  in  twelve  instalments,  there  would  aever  be 
out  at  one  time  more  than  two  millioos»  much 
less  than  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  now  in 
circulation.  There  would  be  no  doubt,  bethought, 
of  their  being  sought  for  with  avidity. 

Mr.  Ingbam,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that,  if  the 
whole  amount  of  Treasury  notes  now  proposed 
to  be  issued  should  not  be  wanted  in  the  coarse 
of  the  next  year,  it  would  unquestionably  be  more 
to  the  interest  or  the  Gk>vernment  to  invest  twenty 
millions  of  the  amount  in  stock  in  the  bank,  pro- 
vided it  would  be  an  advantage  to  them  to  pos- 
sess that  stock.  Allowing  the  stock  of  the  bank 
to  advance  as  it  might  be  expected  to  do,  it  would 
afford  a  profit  to  the  United  Statel^  in  twelve 
months,  of  six  millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  United 
States  would,  besides,  dispose  of  the  capital  stock 
at  its  full  value  whenever  they  chose. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  still  questioned  the  ability  to  cir- 
culate so  large  an  amount  of  Treasury  notes; 
because  they  were  not  like  bank  paper,  which 
could  at  any  time  command  specie;  nor  would 
they  circulate  even  as  well  as  the  present  Treas- 
ury notes,  because  not  payable  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  but  to  be  funded  in  six  per  cent,  stock.  The 
fact  that  money  is  not  to  be  paid  for  the  proposed 
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isaae  of  Treasury  notes,  would  be  as  well  known 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  this  House. 
The  circQiatioo  of  Treasury  notes  at  present  was 
principally  araona  those  who  have  money  on  hand 
for  which  they  baye  not  immediate  use,  which 
chey  invest  in  Treasury  notes  in  preference  to 
this  public  stock;  because,  at  the  same  time  that 
they  produce  an  interest,  they  are  payable  at  a 
dav  certain.  The  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued 
will  not  suit  such  persons,  and  will  therefore 
probably  have  a  very  limited  circulation. 

Mr.  KiLBODBN  said  he  had  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment Yesterday,  without  any  idea  that  the  other 
amendments  indicated  by  its  mover  would  neees- 
«anly  follow.  He  hoped  the  section  now  under 
ooDsideration  would  not  be  struck  oat.  For, 
though  be  bad  ever  believed  the  establishment  of 
a  National  Bank  one  of  the  most  important  ob- 
.jeets,  yet,  if  this  motion  prevailed,  be  should 
giveatly  deprecate  it.  Was  it  true,  he  asked,  that 
Ibis  nation  was  so  embarrassed  in  its  finances, 
was  in  soeb  a  critical  situation,  that  to  obtain 
money  for  a  year  it  was  necessary  to  establish  a 
colossal  moneyed  institution,  with  a  charter  which 
it  would  be  beyond  the  power  of  this  Gk>vern- 
ment  to  alter  for  twenty  years 3  that  might,  in 
one  year,  if  amended  as  proposed,  fall  entirely 
under  the  direction  of  the  enemies  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  ?  He  trusted  not.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
this  stock  was  taken  by  the  Government  in  the 
l>ank,  it  might  be  sold  at  any  moment,  if  neces« 
sary,  at  twenty  per  cent,  profit,  or  at  least  wiihout 
a  sacrifice,  and  thus  furnish  the  United  Sutes 
with  as  much  money  as  it  would  sell  far. 

Mr.  L0WNOE8  suoported  the  motion  to  strike 
out  this  section.  The  reservation  of  twenty  mil- 
lions for  the  United  States,  of  the  capital  uf  the 
bank,  would,  he  said,  unquestionably  be  attended 
with  aome  advantages.  It  could  not  be  denied 
that  it  would,  by  the  strength  of  this  capital,  or 
by  selling  it  at  an  advance,  afford  the  means  of  ob- 
taioing  money  for  the  service  of  the  Government 
in  the  year  1816.  But  the  coarse  proposed  by 
.ffeotlemen  was  to  lessen  the  security  of  the  loan 
for  1815,  in  order,  with  remarkable  foresight,  to 

eovide  the  ways  asd  BMans  for  the  year  1816. 
r.  L.  said,  he  di€bred  from  his  colleague  as  Co 
the  application  of  fifteen  millions  of  Treasury 
Aotes  to  the  purchase  of  public  debt,  and  five  mil^ 
lions  for  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes^  The 
^jeet  of  Mr.  L.  was  norhing^  more  than  this — to 
Induce  the  House  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the 
bank  from  its  present  proposed  amount.  It  almost 
necessarilv  followed,  trom  the  main  points  of  his 
colIeague^s  plan,  that  the  capital  should  be  re* 
Sliced.  It  was  impossible  every  Treasury  note 
thrown  out  should  be  absorbed  in  the  bank  at  the 
times  of  subscription ;  and  the  amount  to  be  issued 
must  therefore,  of  necessity,  exceed  the  hittount 
<o  be  paid  in  as  a  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
bank.  It  was  important,  ia  giving  additional 
Talue  to  the  Treasury  notes,  that  the  bank  stock 
ehould  be  made  as  valuable  as  it  could.  The 
success  of  the  plan  for  immediately  aiding  Gov* 
emment  by  the  means  propoaed,  must  depend  on 
•the  value  of  the  Treasury  notes,  which  must  de- 


pend on  the  value  of  the  shares  in  the  bank«  The 
less  valuable  the  shares  in  the  bank,  as  they  would 
be  by  the  retention  of  so  large  a  capital  stock,  the 
less  temptation  would  there  be  to  purchase  the 
notes  or  stock,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  subscrip- 
tion. Mr.  L.  said  he  hoped,  before  this  subject 
was  finally  acted  on,  the  Committee  would  limit 
to  thirty  or  thirty-five  millions,  to  some  moderate, 
some  reasonable  amount,  the  circulation  of  the 
bank,  and  thus  guard  against  danger  of  the  plan 
from  the  amount  of  capital, at  the  same  time  that 
it  would  increase  the  value  of  the  Treasury  notes. 
The  plan  of  the  gentleman  before  him,  (Mr.  For* 
8TTH,)  he  thought  it  obvious,  provided  for  the 
demands  of  the  public  service  in  1816,  by  render- 
ing utterly  hazardous,  if  not  entirely  defeating, 
the  provision  for  1815.  He  denied  that  the  Treas- 
ury notes  to  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  this  plan 
would  be  less  valuable  than  those  now  ia  ctrcu- 
latioa.  It  was  impossible,  he  said,  in  the  nature 
of  thinf^;  but,  in  furnishing  addttional  modes  of 
application  of  them,  the  Committee  would  is- 
erease  instead  of  diminishing  the  value  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  dbe. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennes- 
see, indicative  of  an  impatience  for  the  question, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  Mr.  Calhoun's  motion 
by  the  following  vote :  For  the  motion  79,  against 
it  53^    So  the  third  section  was  struck  out. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  in  further  ex- 
amination and  amendment  of  the  details  of  the 
bill ;  in  the  course  of  which  considerable  debate 
took  place,  iovelviag  jgeneratty  the  minor  prinoi- 
ples  of  the  art  or  science  of  bttiking.  Among 
the  amendments  agreed  to  were  the  folloviag, 
viz :  To  strikn  out  so  much  as  gives  the  Gtotem- 
n»ent  a  sham  ia  the  direetioii  of  the  bank;  so 
much  aa  prohibits  the  bank  from  uMivt^  the  Uni-. 
ted  States  stock,  which  may  come  into  lU  posses- 
sion ;  so  much  as  binds  the  bank  to  loan  thirty 
millions  to  the  Government,  dbc. 

A  motion  Was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Vtrginta, 
and  sapported  by  Mr.  Fbarson.  to  amend  that 
part  of  the  sectioa  authorizing  tne  bank  to  estab- 
lish offices  of  discount,  deposite,  and  distribution, 
so  as  to  require  the  bank,  whenever  the  Govern- 
ment may  direct  it,  to  establish  an  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposite  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
with  a  capital  (not  less  than  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars.) After  strlkin|[  out  the  latter  clause  within 
parentheses,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

When  the  Committee  rose  for  to-day,  an  amend- 
ment  was  under  discussion  afieoting  the  manner 
in  which  the  bank  shall  pay  specie  for  its  notes, 
whether  at  all  its  offices,  or  at  the  Mother  Bank 
only.  Immediately  on  the  Committee's  rising, 
the  House  adjourned. 

Saturday,  November  19. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '*  to  authorize 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk 
in  hie  office  to  aid  him  In  signing  licenses,^  with 
an  amendment ;  in  which  they  ask  the  coaeur- 
rence  of  this  House. 
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PETITION  OF  RBNNBR  AND  HEATH. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  CaroIlDa,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  en 
the  petition  of  Renner  &  Heath,  of  the  City  of 
Washington.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioiMra  were  owners  of  ropewalks  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  in  which  were  contained  a 
large  quantity  of  spun  yams  and  na^y  cordage,  all  of 
wldch  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  his  late  incur- 
sion into  this  city.  On  or  about  iie  20th  of  July  last, 
one  of  the  petitioners,  Mr.  Heath,  applied  (o  Mr.  South- 
erlan,  the  owner  of  some  long  boats  then  lying  in  the 
Potomac,  and  engaged  of  him  five  of  them  to  transport 
his  cordage  and  yams  up  the  river,  if  the  enemy  should 
inTsde  the  city.  On  the  18th  or  19th  of  August,  it 
was  deemed  expedient,  by  General  Winder,  to  impress 
the  boats  of  Mr.  Soutberlan,  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porting the  troops  across  the  Potomac,  which  were  kept 
in  the  emploTment  of  the  Govemment  until  after  the 
inTsaion  of  the  dty.  On  the  20th  of  August  the  pe- 
titioners applied  for  the  boats,  according  to  contract, 
lor  the  purpose  of  removing  their  property,  when  they 
were  informed  that  they  were  impressed.  It  also  ap- 
pears to  the  committee,  that  on  the  22d  of  August  the 
petitioners  employed  a  wagon  and  nine  or  ten  carts» 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  property,  but  the  wagon 
and  two  or  three  of  the  carts  were  impressed  by  the 
officers  of  the  departments,  to  remove  the  public  papers 
and  property ;  and  that  seven  of  the  carts  employed, 
after  taking  loads  from  the  ropewalks  out  of  the  city, 
refused  to  retum  to  haul  any  more  for  the  petitioners, 
apprehending,  if  they  did,  they  would  be  impressed 
into  the  employment  of  the  Government  It  is  also 
stated,  and  believed,  that,  after  that  day,  and  before  the 
enemy  entered  the  city,  carriages  were  not  to  be  had 
in  the  city  to  remove  the  property.  The  loss  of  the 
petitioners,  exclusive  of  the  price  of  the  ropewalks,  is 
estimated  at  about  thirty-four  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars ;  they  ask  of  Congress  to  be  reimbursed  to  the 
amount  of  their  loss. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  the  Government  is 
mider  no  obligation  to  pay  for  the  property.  The  de- 
struction of  private  property  by  the  enemy*  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  war,  is  much  to  be  regretted  and  highly 
deprecated ;  but  when  it  does  happen,  it  is  to  be  oon- 
flidered,  between  the  Govemment  and  its  citizens^  as 
one  of  the  calamities  of  war.  It  may  be  presumed, 
that  the  circumstance  of  the  boats,  wagon,  and  carts 
being  impressed  by  the  Government  to  perform  services 
valuable  to  it,  may  create  some  equitable  considerations 
in  favor  of  the  petitioners.  It  is,  however,  believed  by 
the  committee,  not  to  be  sufficient  to  authorize  them 
to  allow  the  claim ;  they,  therefore,  recommend  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  FARBOWjOf  South  Carolina,  for  the  reason 
that  be  thou£rht  the  principles  of  the  report  qaes- 
tionable,  and  involvmg  a  case  of  great  hardship 
against  the  petitioners,  moved  that  the  report 
ahould  lie  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Coop- 
SB,  of  Delaware,  who  desired  further  time  to  re- 
flect on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Albxandeb,  of  Ohio^  and  Mr.  Yancey,  of 
North  Carolina^  opposed  this  motion,  and  further 
explained  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  which, 


though  a  ease  of  hardship,  was  one  in  which  the 
Congress  were  under  no  obligation,  legal  or  equi- 
table, to  indemnify  the  petitioners. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  waa 
negatived;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  having 
been  required  By  Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  the 
question  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  was  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative.  For  the  report  80,  against 
it  43,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alezsnder,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur* 
well,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  CUley,  Clark,  Com* 
stock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Croudi, 
Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Deno- 
yelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Findley,Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson, 
Gooidwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Irving,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  kershaw,  KUboum, 
Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McKee,  McKim,  Mo- 
Lean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Parker,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich*  Roane,  Robertson^ 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfoir, 
Udree,  Vose,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Penni^lvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow^  Brig- 
ham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hawkins,  Hungerford,  logersoU,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachit- 
setts,Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Potter,  Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wfaeaton,  WUcoz,  and  Win- 
ter. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  a^ain  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  question  depending  on  yesterday's  adioorn- 
ment  was,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Oakley,  of  New 
York,  to  strike  out  the  18th  fundamental  rule  for 
the  government  of  the  bank,  which  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

18.  [During  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  all  the 
votes  of  the  said  corporation,  whether  payable  at  the 
seat  of  the  bank  in  Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere,  shall 
be  payable  in  other  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  in 
Treasury  notes,  or  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  at  the  bank 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  option  of  the  appli- 
cant At  all  the  offices  of  discount,  deposite  and  di»> 
tribution,  and  of  deposite  and  distribution  only,  estab- 
lished as  aforesaid,  and  at  all  the  banks  employed  in 
lieu  of  such  offices  as  aforesaid,  the  notes  of  the  said 
corporation,  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war, 
shall  be  payable  in  other  notes  of  the  said  corporation,, 
or  in  Treasury  notes  only.  And]  the  said  corporation 
shall,  at  all  times,  distribute  among  the  offices  and 
banks  aforesaid,  a  sufficient  sum  in  the  various  de- 
nominations of  the  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  and 
in  Treasury  notes,  to  answer  the  demand  therefor,  and 
to  establish  a  sufficient  drcnlating  medium  throughout 
the  United  Stetes  and  the  Territories  thereof. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Oak- 
let modified  his  motion  so  as  to  strike  out  that 
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pftft  only  of  the  rule  which  is  in  brackets  $  and, 
after  some  remarks  in  opposition  from  Mr.  Fibk, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  82. 

Mr.  LowMDBB  then  moved  to  amend  the  re- 
mainder of  this  rule,  by  adding  after  the  words 
i*  Treasury  notes,''  the  words  **  which  it  may  re- 
ceive upon  deposite  of  the  GoTernment."  Agreed 
to. 

The  19th  rule  having  been  read,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

19.  The  officer  at  the  heed  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States  shall  be  famished  from  time 
to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  require,  not  exceeding  once 
a  week,  with  statements  of  the  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  said  corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  to 
the  same ;  of  the  moneys  deposited  therein ;  of  the 
notes  in  circulation,  and  of  the  cash  in  hand ;  and 
shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in 
the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall  relate  to  the  said  state- 
ment :  Provided,  That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to 
imply  a  right  of  inspecting  the  account  of  any  private 
individual  or  individuals  with  the  bank. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  moved  to  strike  oat  this  role,  if 
the  Government  had  no  interest  in  or  control  over 
the  institution,  he  saw  no  reason  or  propriety  in 
the  United  States  having  a  right  to  inspect  the 
proceedings  or  state  of  the  bank. 

To  this  Mr.  Calhoun  replied,  that  there  was 
an  obvioas  propriety  in  the  United  States  having 
the  right  to  inspect  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  to  as- 
certain whether  its  depositee,  dec,  would  be  safe 
in  its  hands. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  rule  was  negatived. 

The  10th  section,  making  the  notes  of  the  bank 
receivable  in  air  payments  of  the  United  States, 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolioa,  moved  to 
strike  it  from  the  bill ;  assigning,  as  a  reason  for 
this  motion,  that  as  the  United  States  were  now, 
by  the  amendments  which  had  taken  place,  di- 
vested of  all  control  over  the  operations  of  the 
bank,  it  would  be  proper,  in  self-defence,  for  the 
Government  to  retain  in  its  hands  the  power  to 
make  the  notes  of  the  bank  receivable  or  not,  to 
protect  it  against  misconduct  or  attempt  at  con- 
trol by  the  bank. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  section  author- 
izing the  suspension,  on  proclamation  of  the  Pres- 
tdent;  of  specie  payment,  in  certain  cases  and  for 
certain  periods,  was  stricken  out  without  debate 
or  division. 

The  13th  section  of  the  bill,  which  pledges  the 
faith  of  Congress,  not  to  establish  any  other  bank 
during  the  continuance  of  the  charter — being  read, 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amendment, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  except,  from  this  pro- 
hibition, the  Banking  Associations  existing  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  not  at  present  incorpo- 
rated* 

Agreed  to  ;  and  the  bill  having  been  gone 
through,  the  Committee  recurred,  on  suggestion 
of  Mr.  iiOWND^s.  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lowndes  made  a  motion,  which  he  sup- 
ported, by  a  train  of  reasoning  predicated  on  the 
impracticability  and  unwieidmess  of  so  large  a 


moneyed  institmion  as  this  bank  was  proposed  to 
be^  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the  bank  from  fiAy  to 
thirty-five  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  motion  with  mucli 
zeal,  defending  the  proposed  amount  of  capital 
on  the  ground  of  the  proposed  appropriation  of 
fifteen  millions  of  the  Treasury  notes  for  the  pur- 
chase of  existing  stock,  dbc. 

Mr.  CuTBBERT  and  Mr.  Forsyth  supported 
Mr.  Lowndes's  motion,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  re- 
plied to  them. 

The  motion  was,  in  the  end,  negatived  as  fol- 
lows: For  the  motion  56,  against  it  75. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  an  amendment 
was  adopted  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  chang- 
ing the  time  of  subscription  to  conform  it  to  the 
intimations  he  had  before  given. 

On  motion  of  the  delegate  from  Missouri,  the 
town  of  St.  Louis  was  inserted  as  one  of  those  at 
which  subscriptions  should  be  received,  and  J.  B. 
C.  Lucas,  Alexander  Stuart,  and  Bernard  Pratt, 
named  as  Commissioners ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
FiBK,  of  Vermont,  Windsor  in  that  State  was 
also  inserted,  and  Elias  Lyman,  William  Lever^ 
iog,  and  Eleazer  May  named  as  Commissioners. 

various  other  amendments  were  proposed  to 
the  bill,  some  of  which  were  adopted  and  some 
rejected.  At  length  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported  the  bill  as  amended. 

The  bill  having  been  so  interleaved  and  inter- 
lined with  amendments  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  that  the  Clerk  himself  could  scarcely  ar- 
range them  or  the  Speaker  state  them  to  the 
House,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table^  and  be 
printed  as  amended. 

Monday,  November  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baston,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  what 
provisions,  by  law,  are  necessary  to  be  made  for 
the  defence  of  the  Western  and  Northwestern 
frontiers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Humphreys, 

Eesohedj  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exj)ediency 
of  authorizing,  by  law,  the  payment  of  the  offi- 
cers lately  under  the  command  of  Major  General 
Andrew  Jackson,  and  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  transporting  their  baggage  from  Nat- 
chez to  Nashville,  in  the  year  1813;  and  also,  for 
the  transportation  of  their  baggage  from  the  said 
State  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,  on  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians,  and  on  their 
return  from  said  Territory  to  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

TAX  ON  CARRIAGES. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  and  maintaining  public  credit,  by 
laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
persons,  and  the  harness  thereof;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  communicated  the  following 
letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue : 
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Sib:  No  subject  of  internal  Uxation  haa,  in  its  col- 
lection, been  attended  with  so  much  difficulty,  as  the 
^dttty  on  canriagea,  either  under  the  old  or  existing  sys- 
Ufn,  between  which  there  is  %  close,  though  not  an  en- 
tire resemblance.  This  difficulty  may  be  intrinsic,  or 
onay  proceed  from  the  incorrectness  of  the  principle  on 
which  the  duty  is  laid.  AAer  making  a  fair  allowance 
for  the  first  circumstance,  I  am,  on  a  full  consideration 
of  the  subject,  satisfied  that  the  principle  of  the  exist- 
ing act  i^  incorrect.  This  conviction  is  corroborated 
by  the  abundant  evidence  on  the  files  of  the  revenue 
office  that  the  duty  is  extremely  unequal.  This  is  in 
80  great  a  degree  the  case,  that  the  small  sum  of  two  dol- 
lars is  frequently  paid  on  carriages  of  greater  value 
than  those  which  pay  seven,  and  even  ten  dollars. 

This  inequality  proceeds  from  the  erroneous  princi- 
ple on  which  carriages  are  classed,  the  leading  feature 
of  which  is  the  kind  of  springs  on  which  they  hang, 
which  is  rarely  a  true  criterion  of  their  value. 

It  seems  to  be  universally  admitted  that  the  duty 
should  be  graduated  according  to  the  value  of  the 
carriage* 

I  feel  a  confidence  in  the  opinion  that  no  elkasifica- 
lidB,  Ibunded  on  name  or  form,  can  equitably  equal- 
vm  the  duty.  This  will  be  manifest  fiom  conaidoring 
the  oeaselesfl  activity  of  human  inganuity  in  devising 
saw  forma,  eapaoiaUy  where  tiie  caprice  of  fashion 
rales,  perhapoi  more  imparioosly  than  reason,  and  nov- 
elty and  ornament  are  more  estaemed  than  utility. 

The  only  remaining  resort  is,  a  classification  accord- 
ing to  the  vahie,  which,  I  |hink,  presents  the  fewest 
difficulties,  and  which,  besides  the  attainment  of  a  just 
equality,  will  be  attended  with  many  other  benefits.  I 
have,  accordingly,  taken  the  liberty  to  form  a  bill  on 
this  principle. 

If  the  proposed  bill  should  not  be  accepted  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic interests  calls  for  the  expression  of  the  opinion,  that 
it  will  be  indispoisable  to  aiake  three  radical  amand- 
BRBnts  in  the  axistiBg  act : 

/Vraf.  To  lay  the  duty  on  all  carriages  not  exdu- 
aively  amploTed  in  husbandry  or  the  traasportation  of 
goods.  Under  the  present  equivocal  provision  some 
abuses  are  practised,  and  much  greater  are  expected, 
^lAich  may,  parhiqps,  prove  the  act  incaitabb  of  axe- 


Second,  To  increase  the  penalty  for  not  entering  a 
carriage. 

ThiriL  To  define  what  is  meant  by  **  iron  springs," 
a  substance  which,  according  to  the  opinions  (^seven- 
teen out  of  twenty-one  ren>ectable  coachmakers,  in 
different  parts  of  the  United  States,  now  before  me, 
cannot  exist.  Agreeably  to  this  opinion,  as  it  corre- 
sponds with  my  own,  it  will  become  my  duty,  unless 
the  existing  act  be  altered,  to  instruct  the  collectors  to 
receive  the  lowest  duty  for  the  various  classes  of  car- 
riages, however  expensive  and  elegant  in  their  struc- 
ture, which  hang  on  irdh  lacks  or  bows,  or  any  other 
iron  substance.   I  am,  with  great  respect, 

S.  H.  SMITH, 

Hon.  SXCBXTABT  OF  TBX  TbKASVBT. 

PUBUC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Lewis^  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee  on 
the  subject,  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  rebuild- 


ing or  repairing  the  public  bnadiags,  dec,  report  that, 
among  the  firat  steps  deemed  neoessaiy  in  discharge  of 
the  duties  assigned  them,  they  caused  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  O^  to  lay  before  them  the  reports  of  several 
architects  and  mechanics  of  reputed  skill  and  charac- 
ter, who  had,  at  his  request,  examined  the  remains  of 
the  public  buildings,  all  of  whom  reported,  as  their 
opinion,  that  the  walls  generally  had  not  been  mate- 
rially damaged,  and  were  not  rendered  unsafe  or  insuf- 
ficient to  rebuild  on,  conformably  either  to  the  former 
plan,  or  to  some  variations  suggested,  or  such  as  may 
be  adopted  as  improvements  in  the  relimlding. 

These  reports  were  accompanied  by  estimates  of 
various  amounts,  forming  an  average  of  $458,000. 
The  whole  first  coet  of  these  buildings  appears  to  have 
ben  $1,216,110  10. 

With  the  view  of  better  understanding  the  grounds, 
and  probable  accuracy  of  the  reports  and  estimates,  the 
committee  attended  personally  at  the  Capitol,  and  ex- 
amined the  state  of  that  building,  where,  after  a  con- 
ference, and  making  such  inquiries  of  an  architect  on 
the  spot,  as  were  considered  proper,  they  were  induced 
to  believe  that  the  walls  of  both  wings  of  the  Capitol 
may  be  safely  built  on,  and  that  the  estimated  expense 
of  about  $250,000  for  repairing  the  same,  was  aa  near- 
ly accurate,  and  as  much  to  be  relied  on,  as  could  be 
reasonably  expected,  or  as  ctreumstances  atther  admit- 
ted or  required. 

With  the  foregoing  information,  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded to  a  due  and  general  consideration  of  tiie  snb- 
ject-matter  referred  to  them,  and  readily  came  to  the 
decision,  that  it  was  expedient,  either  to  repair  the  late 
buildings,  or  to  build  others  in  their  stead  on  difiercnt 
sites;  but  as  it  ajppeared  that  the  latter  could  not  be 
efiacted  without  incarrtng  a  great  additional  expense, 
so  much  greater,  as  the  committee  conceived,  than 
would  be  counterbalanced  by  any  **  public  interest  or 
convenience,"  to  be  derived  fitom  a  «  change  of  sites," 
they  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
make  such  a  change.  Connected  with  Uiis  part  of  the 
duty  prescribed  by  the  committee,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper that  they  should  state  to  the  House  the  repre- 
sentations of  sundry  individuals,  who  allege,  and  offer 
to  prove,  that  the  designation  of  the  present  sites  by 
President  Wasbutotoit,  who  possessed  full  power,  hav- 
ing  been  always  considered  by  him  as  part  of  the  per- 
manent plan  of  the  city,  ifaey  purchased  at  very  ad- 
vanced prices,  and  improved  lots,  on  the  feith  of  those 
designations  near  those  sites,  the  supposed  permanency 
whereof  has  ever  since  sustained  the  value  of  all  adjacent 
and  contignous  property;  but  that,  if  those  sites  were  now 
to  be  altered  without  some  equivalent  public  establish- 
ment  being  made  thereon,  tiMy  apprehended  that  this 
property  would  become  comparatively  valueless  during 
the  lifetime  ef  the  present  holders  at  least.  The  commit- 
tee, however,  desiro  it  to  be  understood  that  other  views 
and  considerations  having  induced  their  decision  on 
this  member  of  the  resolution,  under  which  their  in- 
quiries were  dirocted,  they  did  not  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion 0^  or  give  any  opinion  of  the  force  or  valid- 
ity of  these  considerations. 

From  the  suggestions  of  the  architects  consulted,  and 
also  from  the  observations  of  the  committee,  they  aro 
of  opinion  that  parts  of  the  vralls,  arches,  and  columns, 
of  the  late  buildings,  are  in  a  state  requiring  a  small 
expense  for  workmanship  and  materials,  to  preserve 
them  from  injury  by  the  weather,  and  from  felling 
down,  thereby  endangering  the  vaulting  which  sup- 
ports some  of  the  floors,  and  which  at  present  is  veiy 
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littto,  tf  At  all,  weakened  by  the  bunun; ;  bat  ae  there 
is  no  money  applicable  to  the  payment  of  such  expenie, 
ineonaiderable  as  it  may  be,  the  committee  beg  leare 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  an  appropriation  for  that 
object. 

The  committee  think  it  not  irrelative  to  the  object 
.of  their  inquiries,  though  it  is  not  specifically  eoioined, 
to  state,  also,  that  the  several  banks  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  desirous  of  facilitating  an  object  so  inter- 
esting to  the  District,  have  made  a  formal  and  binding 
offer,  in  writing,  to  advance  on  loan  to  the  Govern- 
ment, upon  reasonable  terms,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  pur- 
pose of  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  President's  house, 
Capitol,  and  public  offices. 

Conformably  to  the  foregoing  statement,  the  com- 
mittee ask  leave  to  report  a  Mil. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  reported  a  bill,  making  appro- 
priations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 
buildings  in  the  City  of  Washington.  fThe  bill 
proposes  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  forthwith  rebuilt  or  repaired 
the  public  buildings,  on  their  present  sites;  and, 
for  this  purpose  exclusively,  to  borrow  such  sum 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose,  from  the 
banks  or  iodividuals  within  the  District.]  Twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Stamford  offered,  for  consideration,  the 
followiDg  resolution : 

Rewhed,  That  a  eoDunittee  be  appointed,  to  j<nn 
.audi  comsuttee  as  may  be  ^>poittted  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  pceseat 
Chambers  of  the  two  Houses  can  be  so  altefed,  or 
otherwise  improved,  as  to  be  rendered  more  convenient 
f»r  their  deliberations,  or  better  rooms  provided  during 
the  present  session,  within  a  convenient  distance  of  the 
public  ofi&oes. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  resoWe, 
after  the  word  *<  deliberations."— Negatived,  72 
to  43. 

Mr.  Fabbow,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolve  on  the  table.— Negatived. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  moved  to  add,  at  the  ead  of  the 
resolve,  the  words  ^'withia  the  City  of  Wash- 

iDfftOD." 

Mr.  Gbosvbnob  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding,  after  thoae  words,  ^in  the  Dis- 
ttiet  of  Columbia.''— Agreed  to,  67  to  49. 

The  qaesiion  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended,  and  negatived. 

The  question  recarriag  on  the  origi&al  motian 
of  Mr.  Stanpobd,  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lew- 
is, Pbabson  of  North  Carolina,  Fabbow  of  South 
Carolina;  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Stanford 
and  Gbosvbnob. 

Mr.  Farbow  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
coasideration  of  the  resolution  indefinitely,  which 
motion  was  negatived. — For  the  postponemeot 
60,  aj^inst  it  66. 

Anersome  appropriate  objections  by  Mr.  Qhol* 
B«ii,  of  Virginia,  the  question  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolve  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol< 
lows:— For  the  resolve  62,  against  it  60. 

And  Messrs.  Stamfobo,  Gbostbbor,  Robert- 
Boir,  Lewis,  and  PeAiMoir,  were  appointed  the 
eommittee  on  the  part  of  this  Hoase. 


BANK  OF  Tfi£  UNITED  STATES. 
The  House  took  op  the  amendments,  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  bill  to  ia- 
corporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America. 

The  amendments  to  the  first  section  having 
been  taken  up,  and  the  question  being  about  to  be 
put  generally ;  on  motion,  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  the 
question  was  divided,  and  first  put  on  agreeing  to 
such  amendments  as  add  places  of  subscription 
and  names  of  Commissioners ;  and,  with  modi- 
fications, that  class  of  amendments  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendmeBts,  which  go  to  change  the  tiroes 
and  mode  of  subscription,  viz:  to  make  the  num- 
ber of  shares  Ave  hundred  thousand,  at  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  instead  of  one  hundred  thousand,  at 
five  hundred  dollars ;  to  be  subscribed  and  paid 
in  on  the  two  last  days  of  January  next,  and  the 
three  last  days  of  each  succeeding  month  of  the 
year  1815. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia, 
said  he  had  no  idea  of  renewing,  at  this  time,  the 
delMite  on  this  subject,  having  already  expressed 
his  sentiments  on  this  project.  He  wished  it  at 
the  same  time  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  he 
was  not  prevented  from  doing  so  by  any  signs  of 
impatience  exhibited  in  the  House;  because  he 
should  never  be  deterred  from  doing  his  dotjr  by 
any  emotion  which  might  be  thereby  excited. 
Bat  ^e  thought  it  fair,  for  the  gentlemen  who  ad- 
vocated the  amendments  made  by  the  committee 
to  this  bill,  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  they  could ; 
and  reserved  the  right,  when  the  bill  should  be 
perfected,  to  make  sucn  remarks  as  the  subject 
should  appear  to  him  to  call  for.  As,  however, 
the  House  had  not  expressed  their  sense  directly, 
on  the  subject  of  the  change  of  the  principles  of 
the  bill,  he  shouli)  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  first  question  which  should  involve  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  main  amendment. 

The  amendments  to  the  first  secttoa  were  then 
all  agreed  to ;  and  the  section  was  further  amead- 
ed,  OB  suggestion  of  various  gentlemen. 

Mr.  BareBAM  moved  to  strike  out  J|^,  and  to 
insert  twenty-five  millions,  as  the  capital  of  the 
bank.  In  support  of  this  motion,  he  observed, 
that  thesprofessed  objects  of  the  bill  were,  to  re- 
store public  credit,  and  establish  a  sufficient  circu- 
hiting  mediam.  To  effect  these  important  objects, 
it  is  intended  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  forty-four 
millions  of  dollars  in  Treasury  notes,  and  in  such 
small  denominations  as  shall  oe  accommodated  to 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  life.  The  whole  of 
the  Treaeanr  notes  are  to  be  put  into  circulation 
in  the  coarse  of  the  year,  and  become  the  ctrcu- 
latifig  medium  of  the  country.  If  it  were  possi- 
ble to  throw  these  notes  into  circulation  in  the 
term  of  twelve  mouths,  it  would  deluge  the  coun- 
try with  paper  money,  under  the  name  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  and  they  would  depreciate  io  proportioii 
to  the  quantity  you  throw  into  the  market.  It  is 
now  pretty  well  ascertained,  that  this  descripiion 
of  notes,  now  in  circulation,  have  depreciated  20 
per  cent.  5  and  if  you  obtain  eighty  eentn  only  foe 
the  dollar,  the  Oovernment  io  the  first  oata^t  wiW, 
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on  the  forty-four  millioDs  of  dollars,  mako  a  sac- 
rifice of  eight  millions  eight  hundred  thousand. 
This  will  not  restore  public  credit,  nor  secure  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  the  wisdotn  or  ability 
of  the  Government,  nor  will  it  raise  the  price  of 
public  stock. 

The  whole  capital  stock  of  the  bank  is  to  con- 
sist of  six  millions  of  dollars  in  specie,  and  forty- 
four  millions  in  Treasury  notes ;  making,  in  the 
whole,  a  capital  stock  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 
The  forty*four  millions  in  these  paper  notes  will 
not  be  the  representative  of  specie  or  of  wealth, 
but  the  representative  of  national  povertv — of  an 
enormous  debt ;  and  will  be  evidence,  in  the  hands 
of  every  individual  who  shall  hold  them,  of  a  pub- 
lic debt,  which  he  or  they  must  be  taxed  to  pay. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  could 
be  found  six  millions  of  dollars  in  specie  within 
the  limits  of  these  United  States,  that  would  asso- 
ciate and  keep  company  with  forty-four  millions 
of  Treasury  notes.  And  it  was  not  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  capitalists  of  the  country  would, 
for  the  privilege  of  operating  on  six  millions  of 
specie,  on  banking  principles  loan  to  the  Govern- 
ment forty-four  milljons.  Yet,  this  is  the  condi- 
tion upon  which  the  bank  is  to  ^o  into  operation ; 
for,  the  bank  will  not  be  authorized  to  operate  on 
the  six  millions  until  they  shall  hare  purchased 
the  forty- four  millions  of  dollars  in  Treasury 
notes ;  and  without  this  purchase  the  prime  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  will  be  defeated,  and  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  Government  in  no  part  provided  for  or 
satisfied. 

Sir.  said  Mr.  B ,  if  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank 
is  reauced  from  fifty  to  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  it  may  be  within.the  purchase  of  the  cap- 
italists of  the  country,  and  possibly  may,  at  some 
future  period,  be  within  the  power  and  ability  of 
the  Government  to  redeem ;  but,  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  will  not  justify  the 
establishment  of  a  bank  of  fifty  millions.  If  it  is 
designed  that  the  bank  shall  issue  their  paper  upon 
that  part  of  the  capital  stock  which  consists  of 
Treasury  notes,  then,  according  to  the  ordinary 

Erinciples  of  banking,  the  banic  maf^  issue  one 
undred  miilionsof  dollars  in  their  bills,  and  every 
man  knows  that  the  bank  will  not,  cannot,  redeem 
this  enormous  sum  of  paper  with  six  millions  of 
specie  only.  Of  course,  the  bank  notes  or  bills 
issued  under  such  circumstances,  and  in  such  pro- 
fusion, will  be  of  no  more  value  than  paper  mon- 
ey, and  must  ruin  thousands  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, unless  you  make  a  tender  law,  and  that  will 
increase  the  mischiefs  and  distress  the  nation. 

In  the  days  of  our  national  prosperity,  it  was 
supposed  that  the  whole  amount  of  specie  within 
these  United  States  exceeded  thirty  millions  of 
dollars;  and  then  there  was  no  complaint  for 
want  of  a  sufficient  circulating  medium,  nor  was 
there  complaint  for  want  of  specie  capital  in  the 
United  States'  Bank,  lately  put  down,  whose  cap- 
ital stock  consisted  only  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. But,  now,  in  these  limes  of  public  embarrass- 
ment, when  there  is  not  more  than  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  specie  within  the  limits  of  these 
United  States,  you  propose  to  establish  a  bank, 


whose  capital  stock  shall  consist  of  fifty  millions 
of  dollars ! 

To  pass  this  bill,  and  authorize  the  circulation 
of  forty-four  millions  of  paper  dollars,  in  addition 
to  the  present  circulating  medium  of  the  country, 
will  surfeit  the  nation  with  paper,  and  will  greatly 
impair,  if  not  wholly  destroy,  the  public  credit 

It  is  proposed  that  fifteen  millions  of  the  forty- 
four  of  these  Treasury  notes  shall  be  placed  in 
the  bands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  same  amount  of 
the  public  debt.  Whoever  supposes  that  this  pro- 
vision will  enable  the  Government,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  to  diminish  the  public  debt,  will  be  greatly 
deceived ;  for,  if  the  fifteen  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  are  sold  in  the  market,  as  they  have  been— 
that  is, at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  discount — there 
will  be  a  sacrifice  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  So, 
by  this  provision,  instead  of  diminishing,  you  will 
increase  the  public  debt;  and,  to  make  the  best 
of  this  process,  you  will  only  change  the  name  or 
plan,  and  keep  the  debt. 

Mr. B.  said,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  bill,  with 
its  present  provisions,  was  calculated  to  relieve 
th^  Government  of  its  present  embarrassments,  or 
to  promote  the  public  interest  or  convenience, 
did  he  think  this  system  to  be  practicable;  and 
he  hoped  that  the  motion  would  prevail,  and  that 
the  capital  stock  would  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Calhoun  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Brioham,  and  explained  the  process  by  which 
the  Treasury  notes,  which  appeared  to  alarm  the 
gentleman  so  mucfi,  would  be  absorbed. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  explained,  at 
some  length  and  with  much  clearness,  the  ob- 
jections be  entertained  to  the  present  magnitude 
of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  founded  on  the  dispro- 
portion of  the  paper  to  the  specie  to  be  subscribed, 
and  the  impracticability  of  the  circulation  and 
absorption  of  so  much  paper.  He  concluded  his 
observations  by  intimating,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
he  (Mr.  L.)  would  substitute  *'  thirty"  instead  of 
'twenty-five"  as  the  amount  to  which  he  desired 
the  capital  of  the  bank  to  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Brigbah  declined  to  vary  his  motion;  but 
subsequently  waived  it  until  the  House  should 
have  acted  on  all  the  amendments  proposed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  amendments 
to  the  second  section,  which  embrace  the  princi- 
ple of  Mr.  Calhodn's  amendment,  and  which 
put  the  second  section  in  the  following  shape: 

8sc.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawfal  for  any  person,  copartnership,  or  body  politic, 
to  snbscribe  for  so  many  shares  of  the  said  capital 
stock  of  the  said  bank,  as  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  think 
fit;  and  the  sums  respectively  subscribed  shall  be  ftj" 
able  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say:  fix  ntiA 
Kent  of  doiian  in  gold  or  nlver  coin  of  the  United 
SUtea;  or  in  gold  coin  of  Spain,  or  the  dominionaof 
Spain,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  evary 
twenty-eight  grains  and  sixty-hnndredtha  of  a  grain  of 
the  actual  weight  theieo^  or  in  other  foreign  gM  or 
silver  coin*  at  the  several  rates  prescribed  by  the  tot 
section  of  an  act  regulating  the  currency  of  firaeign 
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eoins  in  the  United  Btatee,  ptaeed  tenth  day  of  April, 
one  thonnnd  eight  handled  and  eiz ;  end  forty^fsur 
miiUena  of  dolhin  thereof  in  eoch  gold  or  eiWer 
ooin  as  aforesaid,  or  in  Treaeury  notee  now  anthoriaed» 
or  to  be  attthorized,  to  be  iasued  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  amend  this  section  by 
adding  the  following  clause  to  the  end  thereof— 
which  motion  would  restore  the  principle  em- 
braced by  the  bill  as  first  reported,  viz : 

**Or  in  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  con- 
tracted by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *An 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven 
millions  of  dollars,'  passed  the  14th  day  of  March, 
1812,  or  contracted  by  virtue  of  any  subsequent  act  or 
acta  of  Congress  authorizing  a  loan  or  loans.'* 

This  question  was  decided,  without  debate,  by 
yeas  and  nays.  For  the  motion  45,  against  it  94, 
as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bines,  Brigham,  Brown, 
Champion,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Dana,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  ForsyUi,  Franklin, 
Oholaon,  Oriflin,  Ghosvenor,  Hall,  Hawkins,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hnngerford,  Ingham,  Lewis, 
JLyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  Nelson,  Newton,  Par^ 
ker,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Sage,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Tannetull,  Taylor,  Tdfiur,  Udrae,  WiUiams, 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Aveiy,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradley,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Cilley,  Clsjk,  Cooper, 
Coz,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Desha,  Du- 
▼all,  Earle,  Ely,  Evans,  Forney,  Gaston,  Glasgow, 
Gkiodwyn,  Gourdin,  Hale,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,   Kennedy,   Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kenfaaw,  Kilboum,  Kin^  of  Massachu* 
•etts.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Markeil,  McKee,  McLean,  Moore,  Moseley,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sharp,  Sbafl&y,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward 
of  Massachusetto,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  WU- 
cox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 
So  the  motion  was  negatived. 
A  motion  o(  Mr.  Gaston  was  more  successful, 
^being  agreed  to.  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  words  in  italic,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert,  in 
the  first  place,  the  words  "on  each  share  twelve 
dollars,"   and    in   the   second    place  the  words 
^^eighiy-eigbi"  —  so  that  subscriptions  shall  be 
paid  in  the  proportion  of  twelve  dollars  in  specie 
and  eighty-eight  in  Treasury  notes,  oo  each  share 
of  $100. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Keutucky,  moved  to  strike  out, 
in  the  latter  part  of  this  section,  the  words  "in 
sach  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  or" — his 
object  being  to  require  Treasury  notes,  onlv,  to 
be  received  in  payment  of  the  eighty-eight  dollars 
on  each  share  allowed  to  be  paid  in  that  way. 
The  motion  was  negatived,  75  to  58. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  then  mored  to 
add  after  the  words  "now  authorized|"  in  the  lat- 


ter clause  ot  the  abore  section,  the  words  "  to  be 
issued,"  his  object  being  to  allow  to  be  received 
in  payment  on  the  bank  shares  as  well  those 
Treasury  notes  now  in  circulation,  or  already 
authorized  to  be  pot  in  circulation,  as  those  here- 
after to  be  authorized,  &c.  The  motion  was 
negatived,  yeas  26. 

The  question  on  the  amended  section  haTing 
been  divided,  was.  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kil- 
BOUBN,  of  Ohio,  first  taken  on  striking  out  so 
much  of  the  original  second  section  of  the  bill  as 
limits  the  subscription  of  any  individual  or  body 
politic  (the  United  States  excepted)  to  1,000 
shares. 

This  part  of  the  amended  section  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  question  recurred  on  the  main 
principle  of  the  section  as  amended. 

Mr.  Grosybnor,  of  New  York,  requested  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  concurrence  • 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendment.  He  believed  the  plan  embraced 
in  the  amendments  to  be  fanciful  and  wholly  Im- 
practicable, and  such  as  would,  in  its  failure, 
prove  more  ruinous  in  its  consequences  to  the 
community  than  could  be  well  anticipated.  He, 
therefore,  desired  to  record  bis  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  amendment 
and  conjured  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  with 
himself  to  oppose  this  amendment,  embracing  a 
system  which,  he  said,  he  was  con6dent  would 
disappoint  the  hopes  of  its  projectors,  and  pros- 
trate the  party  now  in  power.  If  the  House 
should  determine  to  exclude  the  holders  of  the 
stock  of  the  United  Stat&n  from  any  participation 
in  the  subscription,  and  should  permit  the  bank 
to  go  into  operation,  as  was  proposed,  wheneTer 
$13,200,000  should  be  subscribed,  it  would  fall 
wholly  into  the  hands  of  the  opponents  of  the 
present  Administration,  who  would  never  lend 
the  United  States  a  cent  of  the  capital  of  the 
bank,  but  employ  it  as  far  as  possible  m  opposing 
the  measures  of  the  Government.  The  rerT 
moment  the  subscription  is  opened,  Mr.  F.  saiii, 
it  would  be  filled  by  those  who  have  modestly 
told  you  that  they  alone  are  competent  to  carry 
on  the  operations  of  the  Government,  and  its  in- 
fluence be  employed  against  the  measures  of  the 
Go7emmenr.  Rather  than  follow  such  an  ignw^ 
fcUuua  as  this,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  would  take  his  hat, 
make  his  bow,  and  retire  from  the  House  at  once. 
The  bill  did  not  contain  a  single  prorision  to 
oblige  a  man  to  pay  in  his  subscription  in  Treas* 
ury  notes.  The  bill,  he  said,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended,  would  completely  disappoint  its  pro- 
jectors. In  the  first  place  it  would  shut  out  our 
friends,  all  the  subscribers  to  the  old  stock  who 
have  exhauste4  their  funds,  and  in  the  next  placf 
the  only  subscribers  to  the  bank  would  be  those 
who  wish  us,  as  they  say,  to  retire  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  who  have  not  aided  us  very  much 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  They  are  under 
no  obligation  by  this  bill  to  loan  money  to  the 
Govemment-r-and  they  would  not  do  it  untH 
better  times  tnd  better  men  being  in  the  Got- 
ernment  (according  to  their  modest  opinion  of 
themselves)  should  authorize  them  in  doing  it. 
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Mr.  F.  said  he  was  for  taking  a  praetioal  course 
in  whatever  he  did,  and,  therefore,  he  would 
never  an^ree  to  such  a  system  as  this. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  in  reply  to  these  remarks, 
that  it  was  a  sound  rule  ia  legislation,  not  to  act 
with  a  view  to  benefit  one  or  another  party,  but 
with  a  view  to  promote  the  national  good.  If  a 
bank  was  to  be  erected  to  prop  up  this  or  that 
party,  Mr.  C.  said,  it  should  not  receive  his  sanc- 
tion. In  moving  the  amendment,  he  said,  he  had 
&ot  been  fi^overned  by  views  of  so  limited  a  char- 
acter, lie  had  regarded  the  nation  as  a  nation, 
and  not  as  divided  into  two  political  parties. 
The  subscription  was  equally  open  to  both  par- 
ties; and  although  the  moneyed  class  attach^  to 
the  ruling  party  might  be  exhausted,  the  farming 
interest  was  not  in  so  miserable  a  situation.  Mr. 
C.  was  not  willing  to  recognise  the  correctness  of 
the  picture  which  the  gentleman  had  drawn  of 
the  great  Republican  party,  as  exhausted  and 
moneyless.  Although  there  was  great  capital 
on  one  side,  so  there  was  on  the  other;  and  it  ts 
our  boast  that  the  yeomanry,  the  substantial  part 
of  the  population,  are  on  that  side  of  the  question 
to  which  we  belong.  The  very  amendments  pro- 
posed, and  now  objected  to,  present  the  opportu- 
nity to  every  capitalist,  however  inconsiderable, 
to  share  in  the  capital  of  the  bank,  dbc.,  and  to 
disseminate  its  benefits  all  over  the  country,  due. 
As  to  the  control  over  the  bank,  Mr.  C.  contended 
that  the  amendments,  retaining  the  power  over 
d^posites  and  of  making  the  bnls  receivable  for 
the  revenue  or  otherwise,  gave  the  Qovernment 
a  greater  control  than  it  before  possessed  over 
the  operations  of  the  bank,  d^.  Legislation  on 
party  principles,  he  said,  must  ever  react  on  the 
party  pursuing  it.  He  would,  therefore,  not  re- 
aort  to  it.  No,  said  he;  rather  let  us  act  on  na- 
tional, on  great  principles. 

Mr.  F18K  rejoined,  and  defended  with  his  utoat 
point  the  ground  he  had  taken. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  occasion, 
in  behalf  of  the  Commiuee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  disclaim  the  operation  of  any  party  feelings 
ia  recommending  to  the  House  the  system  advo- 
cated by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont— from 
whom,  although  he  agreed  with  him  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  present  amendment,  he  difiered  as  to 
the  grounds  of  his  opposition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  agreeing  to  the  2d  section  as  amended,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  the  amendment, 
67,  against  it  52,  as  follows : 

TxAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Bamett,  Bay- 
lies of  Massadiasetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Btrndbury,  Bradl^,  Barwell,  Butler, 
fit^f€rton,  Cmldwdlv  Calhonn,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clark,  Cox,  Crawford,  Crsighton,  Crouch,  Cnljpeper, 
Cnthbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mamachnsetts,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Forney,  Gaston,  CMdea,  Oood- 
wyn«  Gonidin,  Hale,  Hazrisi  HasbroaiBk,  Hawes,  Hnl- 
heit,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  laiand,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  IHng  of  Massachusetts,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee, 
McLean,  Moore,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering, 


Pitkin,  PlesMnts,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Read, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robertscfn,  Raggles,  dhan, 
Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brigham,  Brown,  Cham- 
pion, Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Dans,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon, 
McCoy,  McKim,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Sage, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  TannehiU,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Udree,  Williams,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Tdssdat,  November  22. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
remainder  of  the  amendments  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

That  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  origi- 
nal bill  (authorizing  the  Government  to  snbscribe 
twenty  millions  to  the  capital  of  the  bank)  was 
concarred  in. 

The  amendment  being  under  consideration 
which  strikes  out  so  much  of  the  original  bill  as 
allows  to  the  Government  the  appointment  of 
five  director;!  of  the  bank — 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Me86rs.RoB- 
BBT80N,  Qbolbon,  and  Wbigbt,  and  supported 
by  Messrs.  Calbodn,  Qbo6vbnob,  and  Lbwis. 

[The  advocates  of  this  amendment  contended 
that  the  power  of  appointment  .of  five  of  the 
directors  of  the  bank  would  be  merely  nominal 
as  to  any  control  ovar  the  operations  of  the  iosll* 
tmtion,  which  control  would  be  moeh  becier 
effected  by  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
withhold  lU  depositee,  dbe.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  was  sakf  that  a  large  majority  of  the  directors 
woold  prohably  be,  in  future,  as  they  have  been 
heretofore,  adverse  to  the  politics  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  unless  properly  guarded,  would  be 
disposed  to  thwart  its  operations,  and  favor  the 
views  of  its  opponents,  dbc] 

The  question  on  concurring  wUh  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  this  amendment  to  the  bill, 
was  decided— for  the  amendment  86,  against  it 
64,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Ahrton,  Baylies  of  Msssachosetts, 
Bayly  of  Virgmia,  Bigelow,  Bradbniy,  Bradley,  Brig* 
ham,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Caperlon,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  ChappeU*  Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cos, 
Crawford,  CreighUm,  Crouch,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dnvall,  Eaile,  Ely,  Evans, 
Findley,  Forney,  Gaston,  Qeddss,  Glasgow,  Grosvo- 
nor.  Hale,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hnlbmrt,  Ingsnell, 
Irwm,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  Massachu- 
setts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  IjCWIs,  Lovett, 
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Lowndes,  Mairkell,  MeKee,  MeKim,  MiUer,  Moteley, 
Oftktoy,  Ormsbj,  PiekeriDg,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Rood, 
Rich,  Haggles,  Scybeit,  Sheflfey,  Sherwood,  l^pbeid. 
Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Tork,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stenlbrd,  Stockton,  8tUTgee,TaUmadge,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
M»,  Voee,  Ward  of  MaMaehwetta,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Webster,  .Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  pf 
Massaehnsetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs;  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barbonr, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Cannon,  Clop- 
ton,  Comstodc,  Conard,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  DaTis  of 
PeiineyhBiiia,  BeDoyelles,  Desha,  Farrow,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Pisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth;  Franklin,  Ghol* 
son,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gwftnd,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Va.,  KennedT,  Kilboum, 
Leftits,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore^  Nel- 
aoB,  Newton,  Parker,  Hekens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sjWania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Rolieitson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tan- 
nalull,  Telfiiir,  Udiee,  Waiiams,  Wilson  of  Penneyl- 
vnnia,  Wright,  and  Yancey, 

The  House  prooeeded  in  the  further  consider* 
ation  of  the  ainendments  to  the  bill. 

When  the  House  came  to  that  amendment  to 
the  10th  rale  for  the  goveromeDt  of  the  bank, 
which  is  expressed  ia  the  following  words :  ^*  But 
the  said  corporation  may  sell  any  part  of  the 
public  debt  whereof  its  stock  shall  be  composed:" 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fob^ytb  so  to 
amend  this  amendment  as  to  make  it  read  as 
follows :  ^  But  the  said  corporation  shall  not  sell 
any  part  of  the  public  debt  whereof  its  stock 
shall  be  composed,  during  the  present  war." 

After  a  debate  of  considerable  length  and 
warmth,  the  question  on  the  motion  to  amend 
the  amendment  was  decided — for  the  motion  64, 
against  the  motion  73,  as  follows : 

Ybast— Messnb  Alexander,  Anderson,  Bamett» 
Bines,  Bowen,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Gomstoek,  Conard, 
Ciaighton,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  PennsyWania^ 
Ilenoyelles,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Bppes,  Bvans,  Fanow, 
Fisk  of  New  York.  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn, Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Hnbbaid,  Hnvphi^s.  Hangerfbrd,  Ingersuil, 
Ingham,  Invin,  Jahnson  of  Virgania,  K«inisdy«  Kei* 
ahaw,  iUlboani,  Leffinrta,  Lowndea,  Lyle,  Macon, 
McCoy,  McKim,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasaata,  Biwa  of  Tennessee,  Roane»  Rob- 
evtaoa.  Sage,  Sevisr,  Saybert,  Smith  of  PannsylTaaia» 
TannehiU,  TeUair,  Udre^  WiUiaasa,  Wilson  of  Pean- 
aylTania,  and  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Akton,  Awry,  Baibonr,  Bard,  Bay- 
lias  of  Massachttsalta,  Bigdow,  Boyd,  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham,  BnrweH,  Botler,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Crawlbrd,  Ciooch, 
Cttlp^r,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Maasachusetts^  Bly, 
Forney,  €raston,  Geddes,  Groswnor,  Hale,  Hasbronck, 
Hnlbcrt,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  King  of  Massaehnsetts,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Law,  Lewis,  Markell,  McKee,  Moore,  Moasley, 
Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Potter,  WilUan 
Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Rnggles,  Sharp, 
Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smidi  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Tall- 
madge,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup,  Yose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ten,  White,  Wikox,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 


The  motion  of  Mr.  Forbttb  having  been  thus 
rejected— 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  as  first  above  stated,  was  amended  by 
adding  thereto  the  following,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Rich: 

<*  Provided,  that,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  war,  the  said  corpoimtien  shall  not,  witbont  the 
oonsent  of  Congress,  sell  or  dispose  of  their  public 
debt  to  an  amount  above  ten  millions  of  doUars.** 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ingram,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, further  to  amend  the  said  amendment 
by  adding  to  it  as  follows:  **nor  after  the  war 
any  part  thereof  at  a  price  less  than  its  par 
value."    This  motion  was  negatived. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the' 
Whole,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Other  ameodmenu  were  then  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  to  the  I2ih  lule  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  bank  is  to  strike  out  the  following 
clause : 

«  But  the  said  corporation  shall  be  bound  to  loan  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  thirty  millions 
of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  in  such  sums,  and  at  such  periods  as,  con- 
sistently with  tiie  objects  of  the  Government,  may  be 
made  mutually  convenient  to  the  Government  and 
the  corporation,  whenever  any  law  or  laws  shall  an* 
thoriaEe  and  require  such  loan  or  loans." 

The  question  on  concurring  in  this  amend*^ 
ment  was  decided  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bay- 
lies of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Croudi,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Massadiusetts,  Duvall,  Ely.  Forney, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck, 
Httlbert,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  MaHtell,  Mc- 
Kee, McKim,  McLean,  Miller,  Moore,  Mosetey,  Oak* 
ley,  Ormsby,  Pearaon,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Peaasylva* 
nia.  Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sharp,  ShejCfoy,  Shi^ 
held.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  ti  Virginia,  Stan- 
ford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Taykv,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yanoey — 86. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barbour, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Corn- 
stock,  Conard,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoy- 
etles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ing- 
ham, Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kershaw, 
Kilboum,  Lefierts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
TannehiU,  TelfJeur,  Udree,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Wright— 58. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  House  having  under  consideration  the 
new  section  added  to  the  bill  by  tbe  Committee 
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of  the  Whole,  giving  the  Congress  power  at  any 
time  10  appoint  a  special  committee  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  bank,  a  motion  was  made  by 
.Mr.  KiLBODRN  to  amend  the  same  by  adding 
thereto  the  folfowing : 

*<And  if,  upon  full  investigation,  it  shall  appear  that 
the  said  corporation  have  exceeded  their  powers,  or 
violate  any  of  the  proTisions  or  restrictions  of  this 
act,  it  shall  be  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  declare 
their  charter  void." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  after  debate,  and 
the  new  section  concurred  in. 

All  the  amendments  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  having  been  agreed  to,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Pickens,  the  House  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
disagreement  to  Mr.  Sharp's  motion  to  amend 
the  bill  by  excluding  other  medium  but  Treasury 
notes  being  received  in  t>ayment  of  that  portion, 
of  the  subscription  on  each  share,  which  is  pro- 
posed to  be  paid  in  that  way. 

And  the  question  being  put  on  now  agreeing 
tp  this  amendment,  after  debate,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wednesday,  November  23. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^'  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred 
and  thirty  militia,  fur  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States  against  invasion ;"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. — The 
bill  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  making 
further  provisions  fur  filling  the  ranks  of  the  reg- 
ular Army  by  classifying  the  free  male  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

BANKS  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  Irvinq  presented  the  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  five  of  the  banks  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  to  take  into  consideration  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  state  of  credit  in  that  city, 
remonstrating  against  the  proposed  incorporation 
of  the  subscril^rs  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

lUpresentatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  committees  ap- 
pointed by  &ye  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York» 
to  take  into  consideration  all  matters  relating  to  Uie 
atate  of  credit  in  the  city,  respectfully  represents — 

That  your  memorialists,  with  great  deference  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  presume  that  it  will  not  be  con- 
ndered  as  unbecoming  in  them  to  express  their  opin- 
ions on  a  subject  which  they  have  practically  under 
their  constant  view. 

That  they  see  with  great  alarm  the  proposed  incor- 
poration of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  with  a  capital 
of  fifty  millions  of  dollars ;  not  that  they  are  insensible 
of  the  advantages  of  such  an  institution,  but  because 
tiiey  are  persuaded,  in  their  most  deliberate  view  of  the 
avbject,  that  the  present  time  is  most  inauspicious  for  the 


creation  of  such  a  bank,  and  that  so  far  from  aiding 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government,  it  will,  in  their 
opinion,  tend  to  embarrass  still  more,  than  the  adverse 
circumstances  of  the  times  have  already  done,  all  pub- 
lic as  well  as  private  credit. 

Your  memorialists  firmly  believe  that  the  proposed 
capital  will  be  found  too  large. 

That  six  millions  of  dollars  in  specie  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed by  any  inducements  which  can  be  held  out,  and  that 
a  less  sum  will  not  afford  a  proper  security  to  the  public* 

That,  even  if  six  millions  could  be  procured,  the  pay*^ 
ment  of  the  notes  in  specie  could  only  be  continued 
for  a  short  period,  under  the  present  circumstanoea  of 
the  country. 

That  if,  by  the  exercise  of  the  power  proposed  to  be 
lodged  in  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  notes 
are  not  paid  in  specie,  they  will  infallibly  depreciate. 

That,  if  they  depreciate,  no  existing  bank  can  possi- 
bly take  them  without  the  greatest  injury  to  their  stock- 
holders. 

That  if  the  notes  are  not  taken  by  the  present  banks 
throughout  the  United  States,  they  cannot  serve  as  a 
general  medium  of  circulation. 

A  full  discussion  of  this  subject,  your  memorialists 
are  well  aware,  would  transgress  the  proper  limits  of 
this  memorial ;  they  will  therefore  confine  Aemselves  to 
a  few  of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  them  to  form 
these  opinions.  They  think  that  the  capital  will  be 
found  too  large,  because  the  late  Banker  the  United 
States  had  only  a  capital  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  at 
the  period  of  our  greatest  commercial  prosperity,  and, 
since  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  that  bank,  the 
amount  of  its  capital  has  been  much  more  than  sQ]^lied 
by  the  incorporation  of  other  banks.  It  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  opinion  of  the  part  of  the  community 
best  informed  on  that  subject,  that  this  amount  was 
abundantly  sufficient.  Your  memorialists  therefore 
cannot  but  dread  the  effects  which  a  new  banking  cap- 
ital of  fifty  millions  must  have  upon  the  paper  circula- 
tion of  the  country,  particularly  when  it  is  considered, 
that  the  proposed  bank  is  to  be  pledgM  to  lend  to  the 
Government  thirty  millions,  which  the  public  exigen- 
cies will  probably  very  soon  call  for,  without  any  pow- 
er of  refusal  being  left  to  those  who  are  to  manage  the 
bank,  even  if  convinced  that  the  emission  of  so  large  a 
sum  in  notes  must  be  ruinous  to  the  bank  itself. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  great  and  constant  drain  of 
the  precious  metals  from  the  United  States  has  existed 
for  a  long  time  past,  while  supplies  of  them  have  been 
cut  off  by  the  war  ;  and  that  the  alarms  necessarily 
existing  during  a  war,  have  induced  many  timid  and 
cautious  persons  to  hoard  specie,  the  consequence  of 
which  has  been  to  render  a  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments necessary  to  the  different  banks  in  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  New  Yoric,  and  in  various  other  parts  o£ 
the  United  States.  Notwithstanding  the  utmost  cars 
has  been  taken  to  restrain  the  circulation  of  notes  with- 
in moderate  bounds,  yet  it  has  been  found  impossible 
to  prevent  a  difibrenee  in  value  between  specie  and  the 
notes  of  banks  in  the  best  credit  This  difference  is 
now,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  firom  twelve  to  fifteen 
per  cent.,  and  in  other  places  still  greater.  Your  me- 
morialists have  therefore  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as 
their  opinion  that  six  millions  of  specie  cannot  be  pro- 
cured ;  but  they  are  persuaded  also,  that,  if  procured, 
that  sum  could  not  long  supply  specie  payments,  be- 
cause, as  the  same  causes  are  likely  still  to  operate, 
and  with  increased  effect,  when  the  )>aper  circulation 
is  so  much  increased  as  it  must  be  by  the  proposed 
loans  to  the  Government,  it  is  believed  that  as  fitft  as 
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the  notes  are  issued  they  will  be  returned  for  specie ; 
as  they  bear  no  interest,  there  will  be  no  inducement  for 
any  person  to  hold  them,  to  counteract  the  great  ad- 
Tantage  offered  by  the  high  price  for  specie,  in  sending 
them  for  payment. 

If  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  restrain  the  bank 
from  paying  specie,  your  memorialists  are  con?inced  the 
notes  will  depreciate.  The  Treasury  notes  which 
have  been  issued  have  done  so,  although  in  much  less 
quantity,  and  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  be- 
cause bearing  interest  and  being  payable  at  definite 
periods.  While  Treasury  notes  have  these  obvious 
advantages,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  notes  of  the 
proposed  bank  will  have  any  to  balance  them,  the  se- 
curity having  been  presumed  the  same  in  both  cases. 
The  expenses  of  the  war  must,  in  the  first  instance, 
be  paid  in  these  notes,  and  of  course  they  will  be,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  in  the  hands  of  persons  who 
must,  of  necessity,  dispose  of  them  tor  what  they  will 
bring.  The  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  while  re- 
deeming its  notes  in  specie  and  possessing  the  entire 
support  of  thjB  Government  and  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  never  had,  it  is  believed,  more  than  six  millions 
of  notes  in  circulation.  The  banks  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  whose  aggregate  capital  b  about  fifteen  millions 
of  doUars,  have  not,  upon  an  average,  had  a  circulation 
of  more  than  five  millions,  although  possessing  all  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  business  and  support 
of  the  Government  in  thiacity.  Presuming  that  the 
|Hnoportion  of  circulation  to  capital  is  nearly  ike  same 
m  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  taking  into 
view  that  the  circulation  is  probably  as  great  at  the  pres- 
ent period  as,  under  the  dreumstances  of  the  countiy 
and  the  removal  of  the  check  of  specie  payments,  it  can 
safely  be,  can  it  be  doubted  what  the  effect  of  an  addi- 
tional  emission  even  of  twenty  millions  of  paper  will 
necessarily  be  1 

As  it  appears  evident  to  your  memorialists  that  the 
notes  of  the  proposed  bank  must  depreciate,  it  appears 
equally  so,  tnat  no  existing  bank  can  take  them  with- 
out the  greatest  injury  to  their  stoddiolders*  However 
disposed  they  may  be  to  aid  the  fiscal  operations  of  the 
Government,  yet,  from  the  moment  the  notes  are  de- 
preciated, if  they  are  taken  either  in  payment  or  in 
depositee,  all  their  debts  will  be  paid  in  that  description 
of  paper,  the  circulation  of  their  own  notes  will  nearly 
cease,  and  they  will  be  left  in  possession  of  notes  re- 
deemable at  some  future  uncertain  period  and  bearing 
no  present  interest.  Can  such  a  sacrifice  of  the  inter- 
est of  their  constituents  be  called  for  or  expected  from 
the  present  institutions  1 

It  has  been  supposed  that  the  want  of  a  medium  of 
general  circulation  rendered  a  National  Bank  neces- 
eaiy ;  but  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
while  they  admit  the  want  of  a  medium,  they  are  quite 
persuaded  that  bank  notes  will  not  answer  the  purpose* 
unless  they  can  be  exchanged  at  pleasure  for  specie, 
or  taken  generally  by  the  banks  throughout  the  United 
States.  If  your  memorialists  are  right  in  the  opinions 
already  stated,  it  appears  to  follow,  as  a  necessary  cott< 
sequence,  that  the  notes  of  the  proposed  bank  will  not 
supply  the  place  of  a  general  medium. 

As  your  memorialtsts  are  perouaded  that  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  United  States  require  that  the  suspension 
of  specie  pay  ments^  which  his  unfortunately  been  found 
necessary,  should  be  continued  for  as  short  a  period  as 
possible,  they  dread  the  increased  difficulty  which  an 
additional  paper  circulation  probably  of  thirty  or  forty 
millions  will  occasion ;  they  foar  it  will  approach  to  an 
insuperable  bar  to  the  resumption  of  specie  payments; 


while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  National  Bank,  founded 
upon  proper  principles,  and  at  a  more  favorable  period, 
when  there  was  a  reasonable  prospect  of  continuing  to 
pay  specie,  would  offer  the  best  remedy  for  the  deranged 
state  of  the  circulation,  and  a  most  powsrful  instrument* 
to  renovate  the  commercial  credit  of  the  United  States. 

Your  memorialists  beg  the  indulgence  of  Congress 
when  they  add,  that  they  have  no  doubt  that  Treasury 
bills,  issued  nearly  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, would  be  found  of  more  service  to  the  Govern- 
ment, be  much  less  dangerous  to  the  public,  and 
tend  much  more  to  supply  the  want  of  a  general  me- 
dium of  circulation.  They  believe  that  Treasury  notes, 
iwued  for  various  denominations,  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Government,  but  not  at  any  definite 
periods,  bearing  interest  while  in  circulation  at  the 
present  rate,  but  fundable  at  the  option  of  the  holder 
at  a  higher  rate  of  interest,  would  be  less  liable  to  de- 
preciation than  the  notes  of  a  bank  bearing  nointerest, 
and  the  securi^  being  the  same.  The  present  interest 
on  the  Treasury  notes  would  ofier  an  inducement  to 
keep  them,  and,  whenever  the  market  was  overcharged, 
the  power  to  fund  them  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest 
would  take  off  the  redundance.  In  this  way  the  is- 
sue of  Treasury  notes  would  probably  operate,  to  a 
considerable  amount,  as  a  constant  loan  at  a  reduced 
rate  of  interest :  nor  should  it  bo  overlooked  that  the 
consequences  of  a  depreciation,  if  it  unfortunately 
should  take  place,  would  neither  be  so  extensive  nor 
BO  lasting  as  in  the  case  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

reigned  by  the  President  and  Cashiers  of  the  Bank 
of  New  York,  the  Merchants'  Bank,  the  Union  Bank, 
and  the  Bank  of  America,  and  the  New  York  Menu* 
facturing  Company.] 

DISCIPLINE  OF  THE  ARMY. 
The  followiog  report  was  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  War: 

Wab  DsPABTXBiTT,  Nov.  22,  1814. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  10th 
instant,  requesting  information  whether  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  was  trained  by  any  uniform  system 
of  discipline,  and,  if  not,  what  were  the  causes  that 
have  prevented  it,  and  whether  any  legislative  provision 
was  necessary  to  effect  the  same,  has  the  honor  to  re- 
port— 

1.  That  no  uniform  system  of  discipline  has  hereto- 
fore been  practised  in  training  the  Armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  in  line,  by  battalion,  or  company. 

3.  Xbat,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  institute  a  Board  of  General  and 
Field  Officers,  to  digest  and  report  to  this  Department 
a  system  of  discipline  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States ;  which  report,  when  approved  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  should  be  carried  into  effect  under 
the  orders  of  this  Department. 

X  That  the  sanction  of  Congress,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  this  meas- 
ure, if  not  absolutely  necessary,  in  consideration  of  the 
powers  already  vested  in  this  Department  by  law, 
would,  nevertheless,  have  a  very  salutary  effect. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Speakxb,  House  of  Representatives* 

The  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CALHouff, 
referred  to  a  select  coinmittee. 

Two  other  reports  were  also  received  from  the 
War  Department,  in  relation  to  the  burning  of 


089 


mSTOBT  OF  GON0BESS. 


640 


H.  OP  R. 


Death  of  the  Fice  President^  RemiBeUm  of  Fhrfeiture.         Notbmbbb,  1814. 


the  Potomse  and  Eastern  Branch  bridges.  Nei- 
ther, nor  any  part  of  either,  the  Secretaryreports, 
was  destroyed  ander  the  orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  "  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America." 

The  question  depending  yesterday,  on  Mr. 
Shabp'b  motion,  was,  after  further  debate,  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  having  been  farther  amended,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Qabtom  further  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  **  fifty  millions,"  the  pro- 
posed amount  of  tne  capital  of  the  bank,  and  in- 
sertiBj^  ^  twenty"  in  lieu  thereof. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Webbtbr, 
in  a  speech  of  considerable  length ;  which  he  had 
not  concluded  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
was  announced,  and,  in  becoming  terms,  informed 
the  House  of  the  decease  of  the  vice  Pbebident 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  resolution  the  Sen- 
ate had  thereupon  aaopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finoley,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  business  on  hand  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  Ebbd, 

RuoLvedy  vnanimotUi^^  That  this  House  doth 
concnr  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Joint  eomimitlee,  *'  to  consider  and 
report  measures  proper  to  manifest  the  public 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,"  and  ck- 
pressive  of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  loss  of  a  citizen  so  highly 
respected  and  revered. 

Mr.  William  Reed,  Mr.  Macoic,  Mr.  Tall- 
MADOB,and  Mr.  Nblbom,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  this  House. 

TnuBSDAr,  November  24 
DEATH  OF  THE  VICE  PREttDENT. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  having 
been  read — 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and  ob- 
served, that,  after  the  melancholy  event  recorded 
in  the  Journal  just  read,  it  could  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered proper  lor  the  Speaker  to  call  for  peti- 
tions, or  for  the  House  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of 
the  day.  The  nation  well  knows  what  Congress 
ought  to  feel  for  the  loss  of  the  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States.  la  order  to  eifaibit  that 
fading  in  a  proper  manner,  Mr.  Maoou  moved 
the  following  resolutions: 

'*  Resolved,  That,  from  an  unfeigned  respect  to  the 
late  Elbridgb  Gxrrt,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  the  Sf  eakxb's 
Chair  be  shrouded  with  black  during  the  present  ses- 
sion ;  and,  ss  a  further  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members  of  this  House  go 
into  mourning,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

''  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  ELBmineB  Gbebt,  late  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  to-day,  at  two  o'dook." 


The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted, 
and  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbiday,  November  25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bowbm,  of  Tennessee, 

Eeaolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing for  the  horses  lost  or  destroved  in  the  cam* 
paiga^  against  the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  com- 
manded by  Major  Ckneral  Jackson. 

Mr.  Stbvbnbon,  of  Illinois,  presented  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AflUra 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Stales, 
by  continuing  snd  increasing  the  number  of  rangers 
heretofore  authorized ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  ShaBp,  of  Kentucky,  advocated  the  adop- 
tion of  this  motion ;  which,  however,  on  the  sa^- 
gestion  of  Mr.  Tboup,  that  the  Military  Commit- 
tee already  bad  a  similar  proposition  before  them, 
and  were  about  to  act  on  it,  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stbvbnbon,  of  Ulinot9,  sop- 
ported  by  Mr.  Easton,  of  Missouri.,  it  was 

Eesohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what, 
alterations  or  amendments  are  neceseary  by  law 
to  be  made  in  the  act  confirming  certain  claims 
to  lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing 
for  their  location,  passed  in  April,  1814. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any, 
what,  further  provision  by  law  is  expedient  to  be 
made  for  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  pub- 
lic lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory. 

REMISSION  OF  FORFEITURE. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jostia 
and  Elias  Lyman ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  ftiets  which  sre  mataiial  to  llie  decision  on 
the  prayer  of  the  petitisB,  are  contained  in  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  ehaimaa  of 
this  conunittee,  which  accompanies  tiiis  report.  From 
this  statement  of  iaots  it  appears,  1st.  That  the  unlaw- 
ful importation  was  mads  by  the  express  order  of  the 
agents  of  the  petitioners;  3d.  That  the  papers  ef  the 
schooner  and  her  eugo,  ezhihited  on  the  entiy  at  the 
custom-house  at  Newport,  were  ftJse,  ooloFsble,  and 
fmntelent ;  3d.  That  the  real  &eU  of  the  case  eoniag 
aeddentaUy  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Collector,  with- 
out any  disclosure  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  the 
schooner  and  cargo  were  seised  and  libelled  as  forleit- 
ed ;  and  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  refused  to 
remit  the  forfeitures  incurred,  **  because  it  did  not  ap- 
pear, to  bis  satisAhCtion,  that  the  said  forleitoxes  and 
penalties  were  incurred  without  wilful  negligence  or 
any  intention  of  fraud.  On  a  review  of  the  dieom- 
stances  of  the  case,  the  committee  concur  in  the  opin- 
ion aheady  pronounced  by  the  Treasury  Bepartment, 
that  the  petitioners  are  not  entitled  to  relief.  The  fol- 
lowing resdutton  is,  thereforsy  subnilted : 
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Reiohed,  Tfi^i  the  pnyer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

TjuusvAJ  DxpjLmzMEivT,  Nov,  21,  i8l4. 

8xB :  In  anewer  to  your  inquiries,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1814,  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  decided  not  to  remit  the  forfeit- 
ures and  penalties  incurred  by  the  petitioners,  because 
''it  did  not  appear,  to  his  satisfaction,  that  the  said 
forfeitures  and  penalties  were  incurred,  without  any 
wilful  negligence  or  intention  of  fraud."  I  can- 
not disoover  any  reason  to  presume  that  tiie  Secre- 
tary declined  acting,  at  any  time,  on  the  ground  that 
the  gsneial  power  to  remit  did  not  embrace  the  present 
case,  and  having,  in  hct,  acted,  his  deokion  is  final, 
imleflB  the  .petitimiew  can  enliile  themaelTee,  by  the 
equitable  circiMnqtsnces  of  the  ease,  to  the  &Tor  of 
Coogzess. 

The  in£»rmation  to  be  coUected  in  this  Department, 
npon  the  merits  of  the  case,  appears  to  authoriie  ^e 
following  general  statement  of  hcta : 

That  the  petitioners,  merchants  of  New  York,  in 
April  or  May,  1810,  were  holders  of  bills  of  exchange 
for  £1,100  sterling,  drawn  in  Berbice,  on  merchants  in 
Glasgow,  which  they  negotiated,  but  which  they  were 
afterwards  obliged  to  pay,  on  being  returned  protested 
finr  non-payment  That,  in  the  Spring  of  1811,  tiie 
petitioners  sent  the  bills  to  Berbice,  in  or^er  to  recover 
the  amount  from  the  drawer,  and  their  agents  accepted 
a  quantity  of  coflfoe  in  payment.  That  the  eofiee  was 
shipped  from  Berbice  to  St.  Andrew's,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
where  it  arrived  in  the  month  of  February  or  March, 

1812,  aad  was  there  landed  and  stored.  That,  upon 
the  dedaiation  of  war,  in  June,  1812,  the  petitioners 
aarigned  the  eofiee,  in  trust,  to  Messrs.  Murray  and 
Sons,  of  New  York,  who  were  well  known  at  St.  An- 
drew's, and,  particularly,  to  the  consignees  of  the  oof- 
lee.  That,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1812,  tiie  peti- 
tionen  applied  to  the  Secretaxy  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Gallatin)  for  permission  to  import  the  cofilee  into  the 
United  States,  but  were  refused.  That,  early  in  the 
year  1818,  the  consignees  requested  MessFi.  Murray 
and  Sons  to  remove  the  coffee,  expressing  some  doubts 
of  its  safety  at  St  Andrew's ;  and,  thereupon,  Messrs. 
Murray  and  Sons,  at  the  instance  of  the  petitioners, 
assigned  the  coffee,  in  trust,  to  a  Portuguese,  in  order 
liiat  it  might  be  protected,  as  neutral  property,  from 
British  capture,  on  its  passage  to  the  United  States. 
That  the  oofiee  was  aHeiwards  (about  the  Sd  of  Au- 
gust, 181  jn  liapjped  on  board  of  a  Portuguese  schooner, 
and  faionght  to  Nenrport,  in  Rhode  Island,  about  the 
Mth  ^August,  1818,  when  the  captain  of thesehoon- 
.er  reported  that  he  had  airived  horn  St  Barthelomew. 
That  the  captain  delivered  to  the  OoUector  of  Newport 
sundry  docaments,  and,  partkulariy,  1st  Certificates, 
dated  Gcnstavaa,  St  Bartholomew,  June  26th  and  28th, 

1813,  stating  the  oaigo  of  coffee  to  be  the  growth  and 
produce  of  Spanish  settiements,  and  that  it  had  been 
imported  into  that  island ;  2d.  A  clearance  for  the  Por- 
tuguese sdiooner,  dated  at  Gustavia,  island  of  St  Bar- 
tholomew, June  26th,  1813,  particularly  specifying  the 
cargo  of  coffee.  That,  upon  these  documents,  the 
schooner  was  admitted  to  an  entry,  bonds  were  given 
for  the  duties,  and  the  cargo  was  landed.  That  the 
real  facts  of  the  case  coming  accidentally  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Collector,  without  any  disclosure  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioners,  the  schooner  and  the  cofte 
were  seized  and  libelled  as  forfbited  under  the  non-im- 
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portation  law ;  the  petitioners  applied,  in  due  form,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  remission,  and  the 
Secretary  decided  not  to  remit 

Upon  these  general  facts  the  Distri^  Attorney  and 
the  Collector  of  Newport  have  objected  to  a  remission 
of  the  finfeiture ;  Ist  Because  the  unlawful  importa* 
tion  was  made  by  the  express  order  of  the  agents  cf 
the  petitioners ;  2d.  Because  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
petitioners  informed  their  agent  that  the  Becretaiy.^if 
the  Tiuasniy  had  refused  to  permit  the  importatiim  of 
tho  coffee;  3d.  That  the  papers  of  the  schooner  and 
her  cargo,  exhibited  on  the  entry  at  the  custom-hou^ 
at  Newport,  were  &lse,  colorable,  and  fraudulent 

In  answer  to  these  objections  the  petitioners  allege : 
1st  That,  by  clothing  the  American  property  witii  a 
neutral  cover,  they  meant  to  elude  the  British  cruisers 
and  privateers,  not  to  violate  the  laws  of  this  country ; 
2d.  That  the  colorable  documents,  respecting  the  ori- 
gin of  the  cargo,  and  the  clearance  of  the  veesel,  were 
put  on  board  by  the  agent  of  the  petitioners,  without 
their  authority,  and  might  have  been  designed  to  ena- 
ble the  schooner  to  escape  capture  by  American  prcvia- 
teen,  until  the  vessel  should  arrive  in  a  port  of  the 
United  States,  when  an  appeal  could  be  made  to  the 
equity  of  the  Government  for  relief  against  the  fiNP- 
fisitufe  incurred  by  the  importation ;  3d.  That  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Portuguese  schooner  was  ignorant  of  oar 
language  and  laws ;  that  he  made  an  entry  without 
instructions  from  the  petitioners,  and  contrary  to  their 
intention;  and  that  the  colorable  papers  ought  not  to 
have  been  produced  at  the  custom-house  without  an 
explanation  of  the  facts;  4th.  That  the  silence  of  the 
petitioners,  on  the  impropriety  of  the  entry  upon  false 
papers,  was  owing  to  their  desire  to  avoid  involving 
the  Portuguese  captain  in  the  penalties  of  the  law. 

Under  tiiese  circumstances,  the  case  rests  with  the 
committee ;  and  (retumiug  the  papers  accompanying 
their  reference)  I  have  only  to  repeat  the  assurances  Of 
the  sincere  respect  with  which  I  am,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

BANK  OP  THE  IJNITJED  STATEa 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oalboum,  se- 
sttmed  the  bill  to  inoornorate  the  subscribers  io 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  of  America. 

The  question  under  con8ideratio»  being  on  Mr. 
Qabton's  motion  to  substitute  "  twenty^for  "ifif- 
ty^'  mtiiions  of  dollars,  as  the  amouat  of  the  cap- 
ital of  the  hank-"- 

Mr.  Webbtbr  conelaided  the  speeeh  ^ich^^e 
ccMDBieiM^ed  on  Wednesday,  in  opposition  to  <the 
bill  as  it  DOW  stands,  lu  thecooiae  of  bis  rematks 
to-day,  he  indicated  generally  his  views  as  to  the 
sort  of  bank  which  ought  to  be  cslablished.  He 
would  have  a  bank  of  a  limited  amount,  say 
twenty  millions  of  capital;  he  would  make  it  in- 
dispensable that  it  should  pay  specie,  by  a  pro- 
vision that  all  notes  not  paid  in  specie,  wb«D 
properly  presented,  should  thenceforth  bear.a  cer- 
tain interest,  and  by  inflicting  a  penalty  on  auoh 
directors  as  should,  during  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payment,  consent  to  put  the  notes  of  the  baok 
in  circulation;  he  was  willing  the  Government 
should,  if  others  believed  it  necessary,  bold  some 
stock  in  the  bank,  but  at  the  extent  not  to  exceed 
one-half  of  the  whole  amount;  the  remaiding 
half  to  be  paid  in  specie,  or,  at  the  diacretion  of 
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the  directors,  in  notes  of  existing  banks,  on  con- 
dition that  such  banks  should  agree  to  resume 
their  specie  payments  within  a  given  time ;  and. 
if  it  was  thought  desirable,  the  Government 
might,  he  said,  retain  the  right  to  subscribe  here- 
after an  additional  five  millions  to  the  capital  of 
the  bank.  This  was,  generally,  his  plan.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  concluded  by  saying,  althouff h  there 
were  many  points  in  which  toe  present  bill  was 
preferable  to  the  bill  first  reported,  still,  with  its 
present  amount  of  capital,  and  the  great  propor- 
tion of  stock  to  specie,  it  was  wholly  objectiona- 
ble in  his  mind,  and  he  could  not  vote  for  it. 
When  Mr.  W.  sat  down- 
Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  if  lie 
conceived  any  advantage  to  the  nation  could  re- 
sult from  permitting  this  discussion  to  progress, 
he  should  not  make  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
offer;  but,  believing,  from  the  difference  of  views 
entertained  in  different  parts  of*  the  House^  and 
from  the  variety  of  plans  which  had  been  offered, 
that  longer  discussion  would  merely  consume 
time,  without  a  prospect  of  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill ;  and  believing,  also,  that,  by  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee,  a  concurrence  of  the  views 
of  all  parties  might  be  obtained  in  favor  of  one 

{>lan,  he  moved  that  this  bill  be  referred  to  a  se- 
ect  committee. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  he  was  in 
favor  of  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  because  he 
believed  that,  in  its  present  form,  it  would  not 
pasa  the  House;  but  that  a  bill  might  be  devised 
that  would  meet  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  all 
sides  of  the  House.  It  was  possible,  at  least,  a 
combination  of  the  views  of  different  gentlemen 
might  be  effected,  which  might  produce  great 
good,  and  could  do  no  harm.  He  was,  therefore, 
in  favor  of  recommitment,  as  the  only  means  of 
effecting  this  desirable  object. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  said,  he  merely  rose 
to  add  his  wish  to  that  of  his  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
yania.  It  was  as  certain,  as  anything  yet  in  sus- 
pense could  be,  that  the  bill  would  not  pass  the 
House  in  its  present  shape.  That  it  might  be 
kept  in  possession  of  the  House,  and  not  destroy- 
ed without  an  effort  to  preserve  it,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  agree  to  refer  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, for  such  modification  as  might  appear  to 
be  calculated  to  meet  the  views  of  the  House. 
The  opinions  of  eentlemen  on  all  sides  had  been 
80  fully  expressed,  that  the  committee,  being  in 
possession  of  them,  would  be  able  to  mould  the 
Dill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Calboun,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  it  must 
be  obvious,  from  the  course  of  the  debate,  if  it 
were  not  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  that  a 

great  diversity  of  sentiment  existed  on  this  head. 
[o  question  could  exhibit  a  greater  division  of 
sentiment,  confined  neither  to  party  or  locality. 
As  he  was  extremely  anxious  that  the  bank  should 
be  established,  Mr.  C.  said  he  should  be  averse 
to  throwing  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  measure,  and  would,  therefore, 
heartily  assent  to  the  motion  for  recommitment. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  recommit- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  affirmative  without  a 


division ;  and  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  IngbaMj  Mr.  Fobstth, 
Mr.  Oaklet,  and  Mr.  Gaston,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

TAX  ON  DISTILLED  LIQUORS,  Ac. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  re* 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  several  tax  bills  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The' bill  for  laying  an  additional  duty  on  dis* 
tilled  spirituous  liquors  was  first  taken  up,  and 
discussed  with  much  zeal.  Various  amendments 
were  made  to  the  bill  and  the  blanks  filled,  in  con- 
formity to  the  previous  determination' of  the 
House,  and  to  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  McLean  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
so  as  to  repeal  the  present  tax  upon  the  capacity, 
and  retain  the  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  gallon 
upon  the  product  of  the  still. 

Mr.  McLean  said  the  motion  he  had  now  sub- 
mitted)  was  the  same  in  substance  as  the  one 
made  on  a  former  occasion  by  an  honorable  mem- 
ber (Mr.  Yancbt)  from  North  Carolina.  I  am 
aware,  said  he,  of  the  extreme  difficulty  in  adopt- 
ing a  system  of  taxation  that  will  be  equal  in  its 
operation  in  every  part  of  our  extended  country. 
The  situation  of  our  citizens  is  so  various,  their 
pursuits  so  diversified,  that  it  is  impossible  per- 
fectly to  equalize  any  general  system  of  taxation. 
The  diversity  of  circumstances  and  pursuits  arises 
from  local  causes,  confined  in  their  nature  and 
effects.  But  if  we  cannot  arrive  at  entire  equality, 
we  should  at  least  aim  at  it.  In  taxing  any  one 
article,  we  should  guard  against  an  imposition 
that  would  discourage  the  manufacture  of  such 
article.  My  object,  in  submitting  this  amend- 
ment, is  to  guard  against  the  evil,  as  well  resulting 
from  the  extravagance  of  the  tax,  as  from  the 
complicated  system  proposed. 

While  the  resolutions  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  under  discussion, 
I  was  surprised  to  hear  several  gentlemen  contend 
that  an  internal  revenue,  apportioned  amonffst 
the  several  States  in  proportion  to  their  popula- 
tion, was  the  most  equitable  and  the  most  con- 
formable to  the  principles  of  our  Government. 
Never  was  an  argument  more  fallacious.  The 
direct  tax,  because  it  is  apportioned  among  the 
several  States  according  to  their  population,  is 
the  most  unequal  tax.  This  inequality  was  suffi- 
ciently shown  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  instanced 
the  States  of  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  as  being 
nearly  equal  in  population;  in  the  former,  the 
lands  are  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  pro- 
ductive to  the  owners;  in  (he  latter,  ninety  hun- 
dredths are  in  a  state  of  nature  and  unproductive 
to  the  owners.  Nothing  more  can  be  necessary 
to  show  the  unequal  operation  of  this  tax.  The 
individual  in  New  Jersey  who  owns  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  worth  fortv  dollars  per  acre,  has  but 
little  more  tax  to  pay  than  the  citizen  in  Ohio, 
who  owns  the  same  quantity  of  land,  not  worth 
more  than  four  dollars  per  acre.  The  dispropor- 
tion is  here  more  than  twelve  to  four. 
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In  every  country,  except  where  despotism  has 
left  no  rights  to  the  people,  a  tax  on  the  person 
has  ever  been  viewed  as  the  most  odious  fax.  It 
has  ever  been  odious,  because  of  its  inequality, 
exacting  as  much  from  the  poor  man  as  the  rich 
man.  The  same  inequality  would  exist  if  the 
internal  revenue  were  apportioned  among  the  sev- 
eral States  according  to  their  population.  What 
had  been  the  principal  basis  of  taxation  where 
any  regard  has  been  had  to  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen ?  Property ;  and,  in  the  general,  that  kind  of 
property  which  is  productive  to  the  owner.  If  a 
revenue  is  derived  from  it  by  the  individual, 
something  may  be  yielded  to  the  Government. 
I  do  not  make  these  observations  in  opposition  to 
the  direct  tax ;  the  imposition  of  that  tax  had  my 
hearty  concurrence,  and  its  proposed  increase 
meets  equally  with  my  assent.  But  my  object  is, 
to  rebut  the  charge  that  has  been  made  against 
the  Western  representation,  because  they  resisted 
the  argument  that  it  would  be  equal  and  just  to 
impose  the  internal  duties  according  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  respective  States,  that  they  there- 
fore wished  to  exonerate  their  constituents  from 
an  equal  burden  of  taxation.  I  make  these  obser- 
vations to  show  that  it  would  be  the  extreme  of 
injustice  to  exact  as  much  from  the  citizen  of  the 
West,  who  resides  in  a  cabin  and  cultivates  the 
field  with  his  own  hands  for  the  support  of  his 
family,  as  from  the  wealthy  citizen  or  the  Eastern 
and  Northern  States.  Some  gentlemen  have 
contended  this  would  be  just,  inasmuch  as  the 
States  are  represented  in  the  National  Legislature 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers.  What  would 
sucn  an  argument  lead  to?  The  poor,  it  would 
be  found,  would  be  utterly  unable  to  pav  their 
proportion  of  the  burden  thus  imposed ;  the  cer- 
tain consequence  would  be,  that  States  would  be 
represented  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  and  not 
their  population.  The  argument  used  by  gentle- 
men could  lead  to  no  other  result.  This  might 
be  pleasing  to  a  few  of  the  wealthy,  who  wish 
influence  to  be  attached  to  propertv,  but  it  would 
subvert  one  of  the  most  inestimable  principles  of 
our  Gh>vernment,  that  of  equality. 

In  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  the  Western 
eountry,  there  is  a  much  greater  quantity  of  do- 
mestic spirits  mannfaeturra  than  in  the  Eastern 
and  Northern  Statev.  Notwithstanding,  the  im- 
position of  this  tax  would  not  produce  much  ine- 
quality, if  a  market  could  be  found  in  the  Eastern 
States  for  the  spirits  manufactured  in  the  West, 
but  the  transportation  is  impracticable,  no  market 
is  open  for  this  article  in  the  West;  it  is  therefore 
presumable,  if  this  additional  duty  to  the  amount 
proposed  be  imposed,  that  no  more  will  be  manu- 
factured in  the  Western  country  than  is  necessary 
for  home  consumption.  No  individual  can  afford 
to  pay  the  enormous  duty,  and  manufacture  this 
commodity  in  anticipation  of  a  future  market.  I 
am  more  than  willing  to  tax  domestic  spiriu  to 
the  utmost  extent  they  will  bear ;  but  I  am  under 
the  most  certain  conviction,  from  the  operation 
of  the  present  tax  on  the  capacity,  that  the  addi- 
tional duty  proDosed  will  rather  diminish  than 
increase  the  pnolic  revenue.    It  may  not  have 


this  effect  in  some  of  the  States.  In  New  York, 
a  market  will  be  had  for  great  quantities  of  spirit 
to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
who  will  occupy  the  Northern  frontier.  In  that 
State,  and  perhaps  a  few  others,  the  increased 
duty  will  yield  more  to  the  public  revenue;  but 
the  principal  sales  being  to  the  United  Slates, 
they  must  necessarilv  pay  the  advanced  price  of 
the  spirit ;  so  that,  although  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  might  be  enhanced,  yet  the  real  advan- 
tage to  the  public  revenue  would  be  inconsidera- 
ble. The  depression  of  the  revenue  in  the  West 
will  equal  the  advance  of  it  in  other  States  from 
this  source.  Being  willing  to  obtain  to  the  public 
revenue  the  largest  possible  amount  from  this 
source,  I  would  assent  to  a  considerable  addition 
to  the  present  tax;  I  believe  some  addition  would 
not  depress  the  revenue  in  the  West.  If  we  can 
obtain  the  largest  amount  of  revenue  from  this 
source,  without  producing  an  extreme  pressure  in 
any  portion  of  the  community,  it  is  certainly  most 
politic  to  do  so.  Gentlemen  calculate  on  real- 
izing an  immense  sum  from  this  tax ;  their  cal- 
culations are  extravagant;  they  will  be  found 
illusive;  they  will  finc^  when  it  may  be  too  late, 
that  they  have  been  too  anxious  to  fill  the  coffers 
of  the  Treasury  from  this  source.  Their  reach 
has  been  eager,  but  they  have  grasped  at  a  shadow 
that  has  eluded  their  grasp. 

A  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wriobt,) 
not  now  in  his  seat,  who  has  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  the  imposition  of  this  tax,  stated  as  a  fact, 
that  distilled  spirits  from  grain  in  his  part  of  the 
country  are  worth  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  i^allon ;  from  this  fact,  he  has  drawn  an 
argument  in  favor  of  the  tax,  and  that  it  would 
operate  most  favorably  to  the  Western  country, 
as  there  the  price  of  the  same  kind  of  spirit  was 
not  more  than  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  gal- 
lon. What  r^ulates  the  value  of  an  article? 
The  price  it  will  htiaf  in  a  market.  If  a  gallon 
of  domestic  spirit  will  bring  in  Maryland  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  and  will  only  sell  in 
Ohio  for  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents,  the  tax  will 
operate  on  the  value  of  the  article  one  hundred 
per  cent,  higher  in  Ohio  than  in  Maryland;  it  is 
therefore  unequal.  However  various  my  objec- 
tions are  to  the  inequality  and  amount  of  this  tax, 
they  are  not  less  so  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
to  be  imposed.  A  tax  on  the  capacity  and  on  the 
product  of  the  still,  will  be  found  complicated 
and  embarrassing.  What  are  the  evils  this  sys- 
tem is  proposed  to  remedy  1  We  are  told  it  will 
guard  against  fraud;  it  will  enable  .the  collector 
to  detect  imposition.  Sir,  from  this  very  source, 
I  apprehend  much  odium  will  be  excited  a^inst 
this  tax  and  the  Government.  What  criterion  is 
afforded  the  collector  to  detect  frauds  ?  The  most 
uncertain.  We  all  know,  from  the  ordinary  con- 
cerns of  life,  that  two  men  engaged  in  the  same 
business,  under  the  same  advantagesj  will  fre- 
quently produce  very  different  results.  Is  it,  in- 
deed, a  sufficient  presumption  of  fraud,  that  one 
individual  has  not  manufactured  as  larj^e  a  quan- 
tity of  spirits  as  his  neighbor;  and  is  this  a  ground 
on  which  to  charge  him  with  the  comndiasion  of 
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fraud,  or  to  subject  hkn  to  the  inquisitorial  pow- 
ers of  a  collector?  It  ought  to  be  on  grounds 
more  suhstantiaL,  that  we  suspect  the  integrity  of 
a  citizen.  lo  those  States  where  taxable  property 
has  long  been  given  in  for  taxation  under  imth, 
so  complaints  have  arisen.  In  Ohio,  a  list  of  per- 
sonal property  is  furnished  the  assessor  without 
oath,  and  yet  I  never  beard  it  alleged  that  an  in- 
dividual had  defrauded  the  revenue  by  making  an 
incorrect  return ;  why,  then,  shall  we  distrust  the 
▼irme  of  the  citizen  in  ihe  collection  of  this  tax? 
By  this  distrust  we  do  him  injustice,  of  which  he 
would  have  a  right  to  complain ;  and,  while  we 
gfive  evidence  of  distrust,  we  afford  the  most  un- 
certain means  for  detection.  But,  admitting  this 
tax  on  the  oa|)acity  would  afford  some  security 
against  fraud,  is  it  necessary  for  this  purpose  to 
continue  the  tax?  It  is  not  probable  that  under 
the  additional  duty  any  (if  any,  very  few)  new  dis- 
tilleries will  be  erected.  The  tax  on  the  capacity 
has  been  in  operation  the  present  year.  All  the 
distilleries  that  will  be  employed  the  ensuing  year, 
are  occupied  the  present  year,  and  every  means 
for  the  detection  of  fraud  k  thereby  furnished  to 
the  collectors  that  the  continuation  of  this  tax 
will  afford.  Why,  then,  shall  we  continue  it? 
The  capacities  of  the  distillers  are  known  to  the 
collectors;  a  Ux  on  their  capacities,  therefore, 
cannot  give  any  additional  security  to  the  public 
revcfDue.  As  ibis  security  is  the  only, argument 
in  favor  of  the  continuation  of  the  tax  upon  the 
capacity  of  the  still,  and  as  rt  most  be  evident 
that  it  can  answer  no  valuable  purpose^  I  trust  it 
will  be  abandoned.  Make  it  necessary,  if  any  new 
distilleries  should  be  erected,  for  the  proprietor  to 
enter  the  capacity  of  his  stills  with  the  collector 
imder  a  heavy  penalty. 

This  tax  upon  the  capacity  of  the  still  operates 
the  most  unequally;  it  depresses  thermaller  estab- 
lishments to  the  advantage  of  the  larger  ones. 
Although  there  is  a  provision  in  this  bill  some- 
what favorable  to  the  proprietor  of  a  single  still 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  gallons,  it  will  be 
found  of  very  Httle  advantage.  A  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Imqham,)  the  other  day, 
attempted  to  obviate  this  objection  of  inequality, 
by  observing  that  the  smaller  stills  manufacture 
much  more  in  proportion  than  the  larger  ones. 
If  the  gentleman  be  correct,  I  am  utterly  at  a  losb 
to  assign  a  reason  why  all  large  establishments 
prefer  the  largest  stills.  But  if  the  gentleman  be 
m  part  correct,  when  we  advert  to  the  increased 
price  of  license  for  a  shorter  term,  we  will  find 
the  advantage  is  greatly  with  the  large  establish- 
men^ts,  who  obtain  licenses  for  the  longest  term. 
In  the  price  of  license,  if  my  recollection  serve 
me,  there  ij  a  difference  of  more  than  one  hundred 
per  cent,  between  the  longest  and  shortest  terms. 
Those  who  own  small  establishments,  from  neces- 
sity, often  obtain  their  licence  for  the  shortest 
term ;  they  have  not  materials,  nor  can  they  ob- 
tain them,  to  justify  their  taking  license  for  a 
longer  period. 

There  is  another  objection  against  the  tax  on 
the  capacity  of  the  still,  that  is  well  worthy  of 
consideration.    When  a  license  is  obtained^  al- 


though by  sickness,  or  a  thousand  contingencies, 
the  individual  may  be  prevented  fVom  occupying 
his  establishment,  the  accident  of  fire,  I  believe, 
is  the  aolitary  exception  which  excuses  him  funa 
the  full  payment  of  his  bond ;  nor  can  he  obtain 
relief  by  an  extension  of  his  license. 

We  are  informed  that,  under  theadministration 
of  Mr.  Adams,  the  excise  was  odious,  and  that  it 
was  found  necessary  to  change  the  tax  from  the 
product  to  the  capacity  of  the  still.  Sir,  it  will  be 
recollected,  that  the  circunowtances  under  which 
that  tax  was  first  imposed  were  extremely  objec- 
tionable ;  the  mode  of  its  collection  was  still  oaove 
obnoxious.  When  the  tax  was  on  the  quantity 
distilled,  the  people  were  dissatisfied.  When  it 
was  changed  to  the  capacity  of  the  still,  their  ob- 
jections were  not  remored.  They  ^id  not  4>elieve 
the  situation  of  the  country  demanded  the  tax. 
But  the  argument,  if  it  prove  anything,  proves 
too  much ;  it  would  require  us  to  lay  the  whole 
tax  upon  the  capacity ;  this  has  been  rejeicted  by 
a  large  majority  of  this  House.  It  appears  to  aae, 
a  tax  upon  the  capacity  of  the  still,  and  on  the 
product,  will  subject  us  to  the  inconveniences  of 
both  systems,  without  any  beneficial  consequenee 
resulting  therefrom.  I  would  again  beg  leave  lo 
repeat,  that  nothing  is  further  from  me  than  a 
wish  to  retrench,  by  my  motion,  the  public  rev- 
enue. 1  am  altogether  willing  aod  anxious  to 
obtain  the  utmost  cent  that  can  be  obtained  from 
this  source.  1  believe  domestic  spirits  is  a  proper 
object  of  taxation ;  but  believing,  as  I  do,  that  a 
more  moderate  addition  to  the  present  tax  on  the 
capacity  would  yield  to  the  public  Treasury  a 
much  larger  sum;  and  having  well-grounded  ap- 
preliensions,  from  the  operation  of  the  present  tax, 
that  the  proposed  increase  will  rather  lessen  than 
advance  the  revenue  in  the  Western  counfty,  I 
should  act  a  most  inconsistent  part  if  I  were  act 
to  favor  a  reduction  of  the  tax.  I  have  no  feais 
that  this  or  any  other  tax  will  meet  with  Fesiat- 
ance  in  the  Western  country.  However  en0r- 
mous  the  tax,  the  people  of  the  West  will  submit 
in  silence.  They  will  find  it  ruinous  to  contiwie 
the  distillation  of  domestic  spirits ;  they  wiUlheie- 
fore  permit  their  establishments  to  reeaain  unoc- 
cupied  without. a  murmur  or  complaint.  They 
are  sensible  that  the  present  crisis  is  eventful  to 
their  country;  they  believe  sacrifices  from  the 
people  are  necessary ;  they  are  prepared  to  make 
them.  Of  this  they  have  given  evidence  that  h 
not  equivocal. 

Believing  that  it  would  eoaduoe:to  the  iaterast 
of  the  Government  and  the  people  to  redaee  the 
proposed  tax^  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the. motion 
I  have  6ubmitted  may  obtain. 

Before  the  bill  was  gene  ihroi^,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Saturday,  November  26. 
TAX  ON  DISTILLED  LIQUOIBB,  drc. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Gonrait- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  tax  bills;  and,  after  Air- 
ther  discussion  thereof,  rose  and  reported  the 
amendments  they  had  made  to  the  bill  **  to  pro- 
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Tide  additioNil  roT^noes  for  dofirtftog  the  ex- 
peases  of  Qer  eromeftt,  ftod  maiQiaiiiiQg  ihe  public 
creitit,  by  ditties  oa  spirits  distilled  witbio  the 
United  3tetes»  and  by  ameodio^-  the  aet  kLjiue 
duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquor^'' 
which  amendmeut^  the  House  immediaielf  pro- 
•ceeded  to  take  into  oonsideratioD. 

Several  of  the  ameadnenu  were  agreed  to 
wkhour  debate.  Other  (j^estiona  of  amendmeat 
were  debated ;  among  which  were  the  foUowiog : 

A»  amcndiBeat  warmade  ia  Conunittee  of  tlie 
Wboie  to  strike  out  tweaty  cents,  the  aiaoaot  of 
duty  te  be  paid  on  each  gallon  of  spirits  distilled, 
and  insert  ufteen.  The  question  on  coneurriog 
in  this  amendment  was  decided  in  the  negatiye^ 
yeas  TO,  nays  78^  as  follows : 

Tbjib — Mcssn.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Bard,  Bayly 
•of  Virginia,  Bines»  Bowon,  Brown,.BurweU,  Caldwell, 
CaUioon,  Cannon,  Clarke  Clopton,  Conard,  CreigktoB, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davitf  of  PennayWania,  Desha, 
DuYaU».Earle,Eppes,  Farrow,  Findlejr,  Forney,  Fnu^- 
lin,  Gholson,  Gla«gow»  Goodwyp,  Gnffio,  HaiCHarris, 
Hasbroack»  Hopkuia  of  Kentaekjr»  Hubbardr  Hun^ 
phreys,  Hongerford)  Ingham*  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Vir^ 
ginia,  Jbhnoon  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Marylandt  Kerr, 
Kexahaw,  Kilboum,  Lyle»  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
KcLean,  Newton,  Ormaby,  Pearson,  Pickens^  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Bhea  of  Tennessee, 
Reane,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shefiey,  8kinner»  Smilk  of 
PennsyWania,  Smith  of  Yirginiat  Stanford,  TannehiU, 
Thompson,  Udree,  White«  Wilson  of  Peansylraaia, 
and  Vancey. 

Nam — Messrs.  Bainett,  Baj&ea  of  Massachusetts* 
Bisflbw,  Boyd,  Bradbury^  Bradley,  Brigham,  Butler, 
Champien,  ChappeU,  CiUey,-  Comstock,  Cendict,  Coop» 
«r.  Cox,  I>ana,  Dayenport,  Davis  of  BCassachusetUi, 
Benoyelles,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York» 
Foonsyth,  Gaston»  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hawes^. 
Hulbert,  IngersoH,  Irving,  JukMon  oi  Rhode  Islandi. 
Kennedy)  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Miwasrhnsrttf, 
Xing  of  North  Carolina,.  Law,.  Lefierts,  Lewis,  Lovett*. 
Lowndes^  Markell,  McKimy  MiUer^  Moose,  Moseley» 
Murfree,  Nelson,  OaUey,  Packer,  Pickerings  Pitkin« 
Pbtter,  John  Reed,  William  Roed»  Rich*  Robertson^ 
Ruggles,  Sage,  Seybert,  Shipherd,  Stockton,  Strong» 
Btniges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge^  TayloTr  Tel£ui,  Voae» 
Ward  of  Massachusetts^  Ward  of  New  Xersey,  Web- 
ster, WheatoB,  WUoox,  Williams,  Wilson  oi  Massa- 
chnaetts,  and*  Winter* 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendaieat 
made  in  Committee* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  William  Raan  te 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  it  the  foUowiog  new 
aeetioa: 

And  be  it  ftMrtke^  enaeted.  That  if  any  of  the  said 
spirits  (wheisapon  any  of  ^e  duties  imposed  by  thur 
aet  shall  have  been  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid)  shall, 
after  the  flwt  day  of  January  next,  be  exported  from 
the  United  States  to  any  foreign  pott  or  place,  iJiere 
M»U  be  an  aUowanee  to  the  exporters  thereof,  by  way 
4ii  drawback,  e%ual  tethe  duties  tberanpon,  according 
to  tito  rates  by  this  aet  imposed,  dedactihg  therefrom 
half  a  cent  per  gallon,  and  adding  to  the  allowance 
apo»  spiriti  ^stiHed  within  the  United  States,  fiom 
molasses  wioeh  shall  be  so  exported,  ten  eenU  per 
aMm  09  an  egmoakni  fat  the  duty  laid  upon  mo- 
mhos;  PrvMti  ahottge^  That  the  said  afiowaace 
sbaN  RO^  be  made*  ualeBs  the  said  axportar  or  export* 


em  shall  obasavetha  MgaMona  hereafter  pieaaabed: 
Andpramdidjurther,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  aitet  the  ptovisionB  in  any  fiMEmer 
acts,  coneeaaing  drawbacks  ok  allowanoes  in  aatore 
themof* 

Mr.  PiCKBRiNO  meved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  by^  striking  out  the  words  in  italic, 
and  insertiDg  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  ^'asam 
equivalent  to." — Negatived. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  above  pro* 
posed  new  section  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
For  the  amendment  47,  against  it  99,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messn*  Baylies  of  Msssaohusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Bngham,  Chsinpion« 
Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Ely)  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes^  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Han- 
son, Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovott, 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rnggles, 
She£^,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thomp* 
son,  Yose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Websteiv  White, 
Wiloox,  and  Wilson  of  Masaaehnsetts. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Abtoa,  Andeasoa,  Av» 
ry,  Barbour,  Baid,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Galdwell»  Calhonn^  Gaaaon* 
OhappelU  Clark,.CloptDn,  Coatstoak,  Condict,  Ckinard, 
Creigliton,  Cothbeft»  Dana>  Davia  of  PennsyWanii^ 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Karle,  Bppes,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gouidin,  Griffin* 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Httlbert,  Ingersolt,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin* 
Johnson  of  Viri^ia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Mai7laad  Kmt,  Kershaw,  Kilbottm,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lylo,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  j|hirfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania*  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  89iarp,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania^  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tamiehiilr  Tayhnr,  Teifiur,  Ttonp,  u£ee,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  WiUiaaub  WilaoBof  Petesylvaiiia*  Wia. 
ter,  and  Yane^* 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended. 

Mr.  FiCKBRmo  mcMred  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  25th  section  of  the  bill  which  pledges  Con- 
gress to  substitute  other  duties  equally  productive, 
if  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or 
modify  these,  d»^  by  strikuig  out  the  words 
''other  duties,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting 
**  aUter  intermd  datHea  or  UutetJ' 

This  motias  was  negatived^  Por  the  amende 
ment  27,  agutnst  it  107,  as  follows: 

YEAS^Messim  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Brad- 
bury, Champion,  CiHey,  Cooper,  Cox,  Datenport, 
Geddss,  Qtosrenor,  Hale,  IngerBoU;  Kent  of  New  York, 
Law,  Lovett^  Markell,  Moseley,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Ruggles,  Shipherd,  Stmrges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Massachusetti,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
17,  Barbour,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley,  BM>wn, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwelt,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Cha]^ 
pell,  Clark,  Ctopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conai^ 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Barle,  Cppes, 
Fanow,  Findler,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Franklin,  Oaston,  CHiolson,  Ooodwyn,  Ghiffln, 
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HaU,  Harris,  Hasbrouek,  HawM,  Hopkins  of  Ken* 
tacky,  Hnbbazd,  Homphreys,  Hongerford,  Hulbert, 
Ingrain,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Msiyland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Potter,  William  Reed,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Beybert,  Sharp,  ShefBdj,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stonibrd, 
Stockton,  TannehUl,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  White,  WUcox,  WilUams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Vancey. 

The  same  section  begins  thus :  "  That  towards 
establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  provide  far 
the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Government,  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,"  d&c., 
(pledging  the  duties  laid  by  this  act,  for  these 
purposes.) 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  to  amend  this  section  by 
striking  out  the  words  above  stated  in  italic  For 
the  motion  28,  against  it  80. 

Mr.  CuLPEPBR  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  twenty  cents,  (the  amount  of  duty 
on  each  gallon  of  spirits  distitledi)  and  inserting 
io  lieu  thereof  ttoelve  and  a  half  cents.  Which 
motion  also  was  negatived  bjr  the  following  vote: 
For  the  motion  41,  against  it  81.  The  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Monday,  November  28. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
IJnited  States  of  America,  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  had  said  bill  under  consideration,  but 
not  having  been  able  to  discover  any  means  of 
uniting  the  conflicting  opinions  on  the  subject, 
had  therefore  directed  him  to  report  the  bill  with- 
out amendment.  Mr.  L.  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury by  the  committee,  on  the  subject  of  the 
amendments  made  to  the  bank  bill. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

WjisBiveTON,  Nooember  87,  1814. 

Sim :  The  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  which  the  bank  bill  was  recommitted  on  Fri- 
day last,  have  directed  me  to  request  yoa  to  commn- 
nieate  your  opinion,  in  relation  to  the  effect  which  a 
considerable  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  (to  which  should 
be  attached  the  quality  of  being  receivable  in  subscrip- 
tions to  the  bank)  might  have  upon  the  credit,  and  par- 
ticularly upon  the  nrospects  of  a  loan  for  1815.  As 
the  bill,  as  it  was  referred  to  the  committee,  provides  for 
the  subscription  of  forty-four  millions  of  Treasury  notes, 
to  form,  with  six  millions  of  specie,  the  capital  of  the 
bank ;  any  information  which  you  may  tlunk  proper 
to  give,  either  in  relation  to  the  practicability  of  getting 
them  into  circulation  without  depredation,  or  in  regard 
to  their  operation  on  any  part  of  our  fiscal  system 
afterwards,  will  be  veiy  acceptable.  I  am,  sir,  dtc., 
WILLUM  LOWNDES. 

Hon.  SxcaxTAET  ot  tbx  TasAsvRT. 


TasjisuaT  DapJiaTMXjrT,  Nev,  37,  1814. 
Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  requesting,  for  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  an  opinion  upon  the  following  in- 
quiries: 

1.  The  effect  which  a  considerable  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  with  the  quality  of  being  receivable  in  subserip- 
tions  to  a  National  Bank,  will  have  upon  the  credit  of 
the  Government ;  and,  particularly,  upon  the  proepocta 
of  a  loan  for  1816. 

3.  The  practicabili^  of  getting  forty -four  railliona  of 
Treasury  notes,  forming,  with  six  millions  of  specior 
the  cspital  for  a  National  Bank,  into  circulation,  with- 
out depredation. 

The  inquiries  of  the  committee  cannot  be  satis&c- 
torily  answered,  in  the  abstract,  but  must  be  considered 
in  connexion  with  the  state  of  our  finances,  and  the 
state  of  the  public  credit. 

When  I  arrived  at  Washington,  the  Treasury  was 
suffering  under  every  kind  of  embarrassment.  The 
demands  upon  it  were  great  in  amount;  while  the 
means  to  satisfy  them  were  comparatively  small,  pre- 
carious in  the  coUectionf  and  difiicult  in  the  application. 
The  demands  consisted  of  dividends  upon  old  and  new 
funded  debt,  of  Treasury  notes,  and  of  Legislative  ap- 
propriations for  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  current 
service ;  all  urgent,  and  important  The  means  eon- 
msted,  first,  of  the  fragment  of  an  authority  to  borrow 
money,  when  nobody  was  disposed  to  lend,  and  to 
issue  Treasury  notes,  which  none  but  necessitous  credi- 
tors, or  contractors,  in  distress,  or  commissaries,  quarter- 
masters, and  navy  agents,  acting,  as  it  were  ofiidally, 
seemed  willing  to  accept :  3d.  Of  the  amount  of  bank 
credits,  scattered  throughout  the  United  States,  and  prin- 
dpaliy  in  the  Southern  and  Western  banks,  which  had 
been  rendered,  in  a  great  degree,  useless^  by  the  stop- 
page of  payments  in  specie,  and  the  consequent  im- 
practicability of  transferring  the  public  funds  from  one 
place,  to  meet  the  public  engagements  in  another  place : 
8d.  Of  the  current  supply  of  money  from  the  import, 
from  internal  duties,  and  from  the  sales  of  public  land  ; 
which  ceased  to  be  a  foundation  of  any  rational  esti- 
mate, or  reserve,  to  proride  even  for  the  dividends  on 
the  funded  debt,  when  it  was  foimd  that  the  Tiessuiy 
notes,  (onlv  requiring,  indeed,  a  cash  payment  at  the 
distance  of  a  year)  to  whomsoever  they  were  issued  at 
the  Treasury,  and  almost  as  soon  as  they  were  issued, 
reached  the  hands  of  the  collectors,  in  payment  of 
debts,  duties,  and  taxes ;  thus  disappointing  and  de- 
foating  the  only  remaining  expectations  of  productive 
revenue. 

Under  those  drcumstanoes,  (which  I  had  the  honor 
to  eomraunicate  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,)  it  became  the  duty  of  this  Department,  to 
endeavor  to  remove  the  immediate  pressure  from  the 
Treasury ;  to  endeavor  to  restore  the  public  credit ; 
and  to  endeavor  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the 
ensuing  year.  The  only  measures  that  occurred  to* 
my  mind,  for  the  accomplishment  of  such  an  im- 
portant object,  have  been  presented  to  the  view  of 
Congress.  The  act,  authorising  the  receipt  of  Treas- 
ury notes  in  payment  of  subscriptions  to  a  public 
loan,  was  passed,  I  fear,  too  late  to  answer  the  pur^ 
pose  for  which  it  was  designed.  It  promises,  at  thia 
time,  little  relief,  either  as  an  instrument  to  raise 
money,  or  to  absorb  the  claims  for  the  Treasury  notes, 
which  are  daily  becoming  due.  From  this  cause,  and 
other  obvious  causes,  the  dividend  on  the  funded  debt 
has  not  been  punctually  paid;  alargeamountofTreasniy 
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notes  hn»  alretdy  been  dishonored ;  and  the  hope  of 
prerenting  ftnther  injoiy  and  reproeeh,  in  tnnsacting 
business  with  the  Treasnry,  is  too  Tisionaiy  to  alford  a 
moment's  consolation. 

The  aetoal  condition  of  the  Treasury,  thus  described^ 
will  serre  to  indicate  the  state  of  the  public  credit 
Public  credit  depends,  essentially^  upon  public  opinion. 
The  usual  test  of  puUic  credit  is,  indeed,  the  yalue  of 
public  debt  The  faculty  of  borrowing  money  is  not 
a  test  of  public  credit;  ibr  a  Ruthless  Goremment, 
like  a  desperate  individual,  has  only  to  increase  the 
premium,  according  to  the  exigency,  in  order  to  secure 
a  loan.  Thus,  public  opinion,  manifested  in  every  form 
and  in  evey  direction,  hardly  permits  us,  at  the  present 
juncture,  to  speak  of  the  existence  of  public  credit;  and 
yet,  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  Government,  in  the 
resources  of  its  patronage  and  its  pledges,  might  find 
the  means  of  tempting  the  rich  and  the  avaricious  to 
supply  its  immediate  wants.  If  it  is  now  a  charter  of 
incorporation,  it  may  then  be  a  grant  of  land ;  but 
after  all,  immeasurable  tracts  of  the  western  wild 
would  be  exhausted  in  successiye  efforts  to  obtain  pe- 
cuniary aids,  and  still  leaTo  the  Government  neces- 
sitous, unless  the  foundations  of  public  credit  were  re* 
established,  and  maintained.  In  this  measures,  therefore, 
which  it  has  been  my  duty  to  suggest,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  introduce  a  |»ermanent  plan  Ibr  reviving 
the  public  credit ;  of  wmch  the  fiicility  of  borrowing 
money,  in  anticipation  of  settled  and  productive  reve- 
nues, is  only  an  incident,  although  it  is  an  incident 
as  durable  as  the  plan  itself.  The  outline  seemed  to 
embrace  whatever  was  requisite,  to  leave  no  doubt 
upon  the  power  and  the  disposition  of  Government,  in 
relation  to  its  pecuniary  engagements,  to  diminish, 
and  not  to  augment  the  amount  of  public  debts,  in  the 
hands  of  individuals,  and  to  create  general  confidence, 
rather  by  the  manner  of  treating  the  claims  of  the 
present  class  of  creditors,  than  by  the  manner  of  con- 
ciliating the  fayor  of  a  new  class. 

With  these  explanatory  remarks,  sir,  I  proceed  to 
answer,  specifically,  the  questions  which  you  have 
proposed: 

1.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  considerable  issues  of 
Treasury  notes,  with  the  quality  of  being  receivable  in 
subscriptions  to  a  National  Bank,  will  haye  an  injurious 
effect  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government ;  and,  also, 
upon  the  prospects  of  a  loan  Ibr  1815. 

Because,  it  will  confer,  gratuitously,  an  advantage 
upon  a  dassof  new  creditors,  over  the  present  creditors, 
of  the^oTemment  standing  on  a  footing  of  at  least 
equal  merit 

Because,  it  will  ezdte  general  diuatisfaction  among 
the  prssent  hddeis  of  the  public  debt;  and,  generally, 
distrast  among  the  capitalists,  who  are  accustomed  to 
advance  their  money  to  the  Government. 

Because,  a  quality  of  subscribing  to  the  National 
Aank,  attached  to  Treasury  notes,  exclusively,  will  tend 
to  depreciate  the  value  of  all  public  debt  not  possess- 
ing that  quality ;  and  whatever  depreciates  the  value 
of  the  public  debt  in  this  way,  must  necessarily  impair 
the  public  credit 

Because,  the  specie  capital  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  so  &r  as  it  may  be  deemed  applicable 
to  investments  in  the  public  stocks,  has  already,  in  a 
great  measare,  been  so  vested;  Uie  holders  of  the 
present  debt  will  be  unable  to  become  subscribers  to 
the  bank,  (if  that  object  should,  eyentnally,  proye  de- 
sirable,) without  selling  their  stock  at  a  depreciated 
rate,  in  order  to  procure  the  whole  amount  of  their 


subscriptions  in  Treasury  notes;  and  a  general  de- 
pression in  the  value  of  the  public  debt  wifi  inevitably 
ensue. 

Because,  the  very  proposition  of  making  a  consider* 
able  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  even  with  the  quality  of 
being  subscribed  to  a  National  Bank,  can  only  be  re» 
garded  as  an  experiment  on  which  it  seems  dangerous- 
to  rely;  the  Treasuiy  notes  must  be  purchased  at 
par,  with  money;  a  new  set  of  creditors  are  to  be 
created ;  it  may,  or  it  may  not  be  deemed  an  object  oT 
speculation,  by  the  money  holders,  to  subsaibe  to  the 
bank ;  the  result  of  the  experiment  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained, until  it  will  be  too  late  to  provide  a  remedy,  in 
the  case  of  failure;  while  the  credit  of  the  Goyem*^ 
ment  will  be  alfected  by  every  circumstance  whicb 
keeps  the  efficacy  of  its  fiscal  operations  in  suspense  or 
doubt 

Because,  the  prospect  of  a  loan,  for  the  year  1816, 
without  the  aid  of  a  bank,  is  laint  and  unpromising ; 
except  perhaps,  so  lar  as  the  pledge  of  a  specific  tax 
may  succeed ;  and  then,  it  must  be  recollected,  that  a 
considerable  supply  of  money  wilt  be  requued  for  the 
war,  beyond  the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes  to  be 
levied. 

Because,  if  the  loan  for  the  year  1816  be  made  to 
depend  upon  the  issue  of  Treasuiy  notes,  subecribaUd 
to  the  National  Bank,  it  will  probably  fail,  for  the  rea^ 
sons  which  have  already  been  suggested ;  and,  if  the 
loan  be  independent  of  that  operation^  a  considerable 
i»ue  of  Treasury  notes»  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
bank  capital,  must,  it  is  believed,  deprive  the  Qofem^ 
ment  of  every  chance  of  ratling  money  in  any  other 


2.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  extremely  difiSicuIt» 
if  not  impracticable,  to  get  forty-four  millions  of  Treas- 
ury notes  (forming,  with  six  millions  of  specie,  the 
capital  of  a  National  Bank)  into  circulation,  with  or 
without  depreciation. 

Because,  if  the  subscription  to  the  bank  becomes  an 
object  of  speculation,  the  Treasury  notes  will  probably 
be  purchased  at  the  Treasury,  and  at  the  loan  officesy 
ana  never  pass  into  circulation  at  all. 

Because,  whatever  portion  of  the  Treasuiy  notes 
might  pass  into  circulation,  would  be  speedily  with- 
drawn, by  the  speculators  in  the  subscription  to  the 
bank,  after  arts  had  been  employed  to  depreciate  their 
value. 

Because,  it  is  not  believed,  that  in  the  present  state 
of  the  public  credit  forty-four  millions  of  Tressury 
notes,  can  be  sent  into  circulation.  The  only  difibr* 
ence  between  the  Treasury  notes  now  issued,  and  dis- 
honored, and  those  proposed  to  be  issued,  consists  in 
the  subscribable  quality;  but  reasons  have  already 
been  assigned  for  an  opinion,  that  this  difference  does 
not  afford  such  confidence  in  the  experiment,  as  seems 
requisite  to  justify  a  reliance  upon  it,  for  accomplish- 
ing some  of  the  most  interesting  objects  of  the  Gov- 
ernment 

I  must  beg  you,  sir,  to  pardon  the  haste  with  which 
I  have  written  these  general  answers  to  your  inquiries. 
But,  knowing  the  importance  of  time,  and  feeling  a 
desire  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  contributing  to  the 
loss  of  a  moment  I  have  chosen  ratiber  to  rest  upon 
the  intelligence  and  candor  of  the  committee,  than  to 
enter  upon  a  more  labored  investigation  of  the  subject 
referred  to.    I  have  the  honor,  dbc., 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
William  Lowvnss,  Esq. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hanson  to  print 
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ti^lectcr;  whlefa  nvotton  beiof  objected  to^,  was 
daehireil  not  to  be  in  order  ac  (his  timr. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration'  of 
die  bill. 

The  question  depending^  when  the  bill  was  re- 
flnred  to  a  select  committee,  now  recurred.  It 
was  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Gaston  to  strike  ont  fifty 
tnillions,  (the  proposed  capital  of  the  bank.)  and 
insert  twenty. 

This  motion  was  immediately  decided  without 
debate — for  the  motion  54,  against  it  S5,  as  fol* 
lows: 

YMtf^Metsrs.  Baylies  of  MMiaehwi«tCs»  Bi^eiow, 
B»y4»  Bradbury,  Brigh«m,  Gilley,  C«i»  Colpeper,  Da^ 
Tenporl,  Ely,  Fanow,  Gaston,  Geddes^GholwDn,  Uood« 
wyn,  Goardin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hungerford, 
Hnlbart,  Kennedy,  Kant  of  New  York,  King  of  Masaa- 
obvaattsy  Law,  Lewie*  Lovtetl^  Markell,  M^Kae,  Miller, 
Masellry,  Oakleys  Peanen,  Pickerin«»  Pitkin,  Potter, 
JahiiRaad^  William  Reed,  Rnggles,  Schiueman,  day- 
bafl,  8h«fieyi  8tMiford»  Stodifton,  Stnrgea^  Taggart, 
Tbompiwi,  Voae,  Webster,  Whaaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nat  a^-Measrs.  Alexawder,  Alstoi^  Andersonv  A'very, 
Btobauf,  Bard,  BarnMI^>  Bines,  Boweny  Bwwti,  Bur- 
tvtH;  Btitter,  CaldWeUv  Calhoany  GannooF,  Chappellj 
Olark,  CtoptottvCouatock,  Condicr,  Convd,  Crawford, 
OieightOB,  Oroneli,  CuAbert,  Dana,  IhffU  of  Pennsyl' 
^ftnia«  PenoyaHea^  Dasha;  Barla,  Bppes^  Bva»,  Find- 
Iflf,  Fisk  of  VanBDat*  Fisk  of  New  Yoik,  Forney, 
pofVfthv  Fiankiift,  Grifin,  Hall,  Kama,  HaiAirotick, 
Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphnyv^ 
Itfgeiaoll,  mghan;  Irvingr,  Joltnson  of  Virgimia,  Ker* 
sta»w,  KUtuMnrfli  King  of  Ntnrth  G^Una,  Laflbcti^ 
liOw»iM^  Ly4e,  Me€oy,  McLean;  Mboits  Mtnrfrae, 
Newton,  Pmnaf  Pip«r,  PlMsaftii%  Rba  of  PennqltiiH 
Bia,  Rliea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  RobertaonvSag^ 
Bmlmtr  ^tanpi  dhinhard,  Skinner,  8mitii  of  Penutf  Wa- 
dtit)  Mfth  of  Viigtals,  B\it<MBfff,  Tannehfll,  Telftir, 
Traupi  Udtee,  War^  of  New  Jei^y,  Williama,.  WUaon 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  moved  to  amend  ttie  bill  by 
Bttiking  ou<f  fifty  and  inserting  thirry  milliDns, 
"WMoh  question  was  decided  without  debate.  For 
the  motion  77,  against  it  66,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messra.  Alexander,  JBarbour,  Bard,  Bayliies 
of  Maasa€buselts,.Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham^  Burwell, 
Cannon,  ClUey^  Cox,  Gulpeper,  Guthbert,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Desha,  Barle,  £ly,  Evans, 
Harrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gbolson, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Hale,  Hanaeir,  Hungerford,  Hul« 
bert)  Irving,  Johnson-  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  Yorl^  Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett^  Lowndes,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee, 
McKim,  Miller,  Mosetey,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson, 
IPickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
WHHam  Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggies,  Schureman, 
Seybert,  Shefiey^  Skuiner,  Stanford,  Stockton^  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Thompson^  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton>  White,  Wil- 
cox,. Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bamett, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Galhoun,  Ghappell, 
Clark,  Glopton,  Gomstock,  CondioC,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Greighton,. Grouch,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
noyettes^  Eppea,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Franklin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  fiaU,  Harris,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  HopUna  of  Kentucky,  Hnbbaird,  Hmnpbreys, 


IngecBol!,  Ingkaffl,  Kerr,Kilbouni,  King  of  North  Car- 
<Aai^  Leffertsi  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLeanrMoore^  Murfraa, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Rca  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shipberd,  Smitfak 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  TannehiU, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  WilUams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

B9  the  Houa«  determined  to  reduce  ttiecaipitat 
of  th^  banl?  to  thirty  miiiioftSi 

Mr.  LowRDSg  then  suggested  several  atti^ttd^ 
mentSj  to  make  other  parts  of  the  bill  corresponiA- 
ent  with  the  aniendteent  JQst  m^^e;  w^bich  w^r« 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eastoh  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  and  spoke  some  time  in  support  of  it,  tlie  dV- 
ject  of  which  was,  to  require  tne  directors  of  tlie 
bank,  at  anv  time  when  one  hundfefd  thousand 
dollars  should  be  subscribed  and  paid  in,  or  held, 
by  citizens  of  Missouri  Territory,  and  when  the 
same  shall  be  required  by  tbree- fourths  of  soeii 
stockholders,  to  establish  an  office  of  diacouoc 
a4Bd  depoaite  at  St;  Louis  in  the  Misaonri  Terri- 
tory. 

This  metioD  was  8Q)>port€d  also  in  a  edgMt 
manner  by  Mi.  McEcb^  of  Kcnttieky. 

It  was  boweT6«!  a»agmtiyed,  37  0DI3F  risiiij;  is 
fa^or  of  it. 

Mr.  HaMTsoM,  Of  ftiarylknd,  t^ets  m^yeil  t6 
strike  our  the  iirsr  aeerion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  w«s  not  less  aliT&  to  theertficiri 
and  awftil  condition  of  the  country,  than  the  9ec- 
retarf  of  tiie  Treasury,  whose  letter  had  been  juat 
read  by  the  Clerk.  The  picture  he  had  ftdnred 
of  our  financial  allair's  was  not  more  frightftit 
than  the  reality^  In  some  features  it  fell  short 
of  the  original.  Not  only  had  Government  bills 
been  dishonored,  and  the  interest  of  the  pablic 
debt  remained  unpaid,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  but  facts  were  within  the  know- 
ledge of  Mr.  H.  still  more  disreputable  and  de- 
grading  to  the  Administration.  So  completely 
empty  was  the  Treasury,  and  destitute  of  credit, 
that  funds  could  not  be  obtained  to  defray  the 
current  ordinary  expenses  of  the  different  Depart- 
ments. Disgraceful,  humiliatiog  as  the  fact  wma^ 
it  oogjit  not  to  beooncealed  from  the  nation,  ana 
he  felt  it  Ihb  duty  to  slate  to  the  Howe^  tl»at  tbe 
Department  of  State  was  so  bare  of  naoiieyi  aa  to 
be  unable  to  pay  even  its  stationery  biti.  The 
Gtovemment  wna  sttbeiating^  anon  the  dnwntnes 
of  unehttTtered  blinka  in  th«  Dtsnriot,  whor  felC 
themaelres  oompeited  to  eontribote  th«tr  mevea^ 
lest  the  rod.  in  terrorem-,  which  wtsi  h«ld^orer 
them,  should  be  applied,  and  ait' act  of  incorpora- 
tion reftised.  Yes,  it  was  w^ll  knowtf  to  th^  cit-  ' 
izens  of  the  District,  that  the  Treasury  was  obtig« 
ed  to  borrow  pitifol  sums,  which  it  wouid  disgrace 
a  merchant  in  tolerable  eredii  to  ask  for. 

Mr.  H.  mentioned  the  instance  of  an  acceptance 
of  $3,500,  which  the  War  Denartment  wastinable 
to  pay,  and  persuaded  a  bank  in  Georgetown  to 
pay  for  them.  He  mentioned  several  acceptances, 
which  he  himself  had  seen,  for  large  amounts, 
which  had  l)een  protested  by  the  public  oofary. 
The  Paymaster  was  unable  to  meet  demands  for- 
paltry  amounts— -not  even  for  $30,  which  was  a 
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well  established  fact.  He  spoke  also  of  the  fail- 
ure to  meet  the  public  eogMements  at  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  He  said  be  was  apprized^  sev- 
eral days  in  advance,  of  the  explosion  which  hap- 
4)ened  in  the  latter  place,  and  had  attempted  to 
take  the  floor  several  davs  past,  to  prepare  the 
Hoase  for  the  event,  but  ne  bad  not  beeu  so  for- 
tunate as  to  catch  the  Speaker's  e^e.  lo  short, 
it  was  difficult  to  couceive  a  situation  more  crit- 
ical and  perilous,  than  that  of  the  Government 
at  this  moment,  without  money,  without  credit, 
and  destitute  of  the  means  of  defending  the 
country. 

Under  such  circumstances,  I  agree,  said  Mr.  H., 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  not  a 
moment  should  be  lost  in  exerting  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  its  utmost  energy, 
to  check,  or  turn  aside  this  evil  current  of  events, 
which  threatens  to  overwhelm  the  nation.    Not 
a  moment  was  to  be  lost  in  preventing,  if  possi- 
ble, further  mischief,  and  in  repairing  what  was 
already  done.    But  i^  an  opinion  was  to  be  formed 
of  the  future,  from  the  past  proceedings  of  the 
House,  there  was  little  ground  fot  hope.    Con- 
gress was  in  the  third  month  of  its  session  ;•  it  had 
been  convened  under  circumstances  appealing  to 
whatever  of  spirit  and  patriotism  there  was  in  the 
conntry,addressing  themselves  with  peculiar  force 
to  the  authors  of  our  calanuties^tbe  party  in 
power.    What  had  been  done  towards  disebaig" 
mg  the  interesting  and  sacred  trust  reposed  in  the 
representatives  of  the  people— the  guafdians  of 
the  national  honor  and  safety  1    The  House  was 
daily  involved  in  useless  wrangling  debates,  which 
from  all  appearanoe  were  likely  to  result  in  noth- 
ing, but  words,  and  abortive  attempts  at  action^ 
While  the  doctors  are  disputing,  said  Mr.  H., 
about  the  medicines  to  be  administered,  the  pa- 
tient is  rapidiv  approaching  to  its  last  breath.   It 
cannot  be  said  of  me,  sir,  that  I  have  thrown  ob- 
structions in  the  way  of  the  ruling  party.    So  far 
from  it,  I  have  abstained  purposely  from  taking 
part  in  many  interesting  debates,  in  the  hope  that 
action  would  be  substitnted  for  words,  and  from 
an  unwillingness  to  consume  time,  every  moment 
of  which  I  deemed  preciotisto  the  country.  Such 
is  my  ardent  desire  to  economise  time,  as  far  as 
is  consistent  with  intelligent  legislation,  that  I 
would  not  now  claim  the  attention  of  the  House, 
but  that  my  patience  is  exhausted.    I  have  wait- 
ed, and  in  vain,  to  see  this  pernicious  measure 
consigned  to  the  fate  which  evidently  awaits  it, 
and  to  see  some  other  feasible  plan,  which  the 
discretion  and  good  sense  of  the  House  can  sanc- 
tion, introduced  in  its  place.    I  can  remain  silent 
no  longer*    Its  palpable  deformity,  its  utter  inad«- 
equecy  to  the  ends  proposed,  and  its  destructive 
tendency,  seem  to  be  apparent  to  a  large  majority 
of  the  House,  who  are  impatient  to  despatch  it. 
A  scheme  so  absurd  and  visionary,  could  have 
been  looked  for  from  no  other  quarter  than  that 
which  produced  it ;  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  have 
at  last  collected  the  courage,  and  manifested  their 
determination  to  pursue  what  they  call  an  ignis 
faktU9  (Mr.  Cjllhoun)  no  further.     An  ignia 


fatvu9y  truly,  sir,  and  which,  like  other  jack-o'- 
lanterns,  engendered  in  the  fens  of  party,  will 
play  about  the  surface  of  those  stagnated  pools 
until  it  sinks,  and  is  extinguished.  It  was  this 
same  bold  and  false  prophet  who  led  us  into  Canr 
ada,  to  conquer  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights;  and 
such  is  the  sanguine  nature  of  the  late  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  that  I 
have  not  a  doubt,  even  now,  he  would  contract,  if 
he  could  find  security  for  the  forfeiture,  to  capture, 
in  six  weeks,  more  or  less,  the  whole  British  army, 
and  deliver  them,  bound  hand  and  foot,  at  the 
Capitol. 

The  Speaksh  called  to  order,  conceiving  the 
remarks  to  be  personal. 

Mr.  Hanson  said,  that  hitherto  he  had  with 
pleasure  paid  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Chair,  and  bowed  cheerfully  to 
its  decisions,  but  on  this  occasion  he  must  be 
allowed  to  suggest  that  the  latitude  usually  in« 
dulged  in  su<»i  discussions  was  favorable  to  the 
course  now  taken  in  debate.  Besides,  the  honor- 
able Speaker  would  recoUect,  upon  this  very 
question,  the  liberty  contended  for  had  been  en- 
joyed by  the  other  side  of  the  House  in  a  degree 
and  mode  not  now  proposed  to  be  transcended. 

The  Speakeb  said  his  anxiety  to  exclude  every 
thing  like  personality  from  debate,  and  a  convic- 
tion that  the  rule  of  the  House  sa])parted  his 
opinion,  were  sufficient  reasons  for  his  adhering 
to  his  decision.  And  it  was  due  to  the  gentle* 
man  from  Maryland  to  say,  that  he  had  always 
paid  that  respect  to  the  Chair,  which  was  se 
necessary  in  supporting  its  dignity,  and  that  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Hanson  acquiesced.  He  knew  of  nothing 
more  visionary  than  the  idea  of  the  gentlemaot 
from  South  Carolina,  thatj  in  the  present  depre- 
ciated state  of  the  public  credit  and  finanoes,  the 
enormous  sum  of  forty-four  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  could  be  put  in  circulation.  A  scheme  of  a 
paper  medium  so  stupendous,  at  a  time  so  criticali 
destroyed  every  hope  of  extricating  the  coontrf • 
If  sanctioned  by  the  House,  so  far  from  relieving 
the  nation,  it  would  plunge  it  into  still  deeper 
difficulties.  He  looked  with  horror  and  dismay 
at  the  project,  and  was  most  of  all  astonished 
that  the  House  treated  it  with  the  respect  of  en* 
tertaining  it  one  day  in  debate* 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  my  opposition  to  this  gigan- 
tic, ricketty,  deformed  proj.ect^  cannot  be  ascribed 
to  a  sinister  design  to  embarrass  the  Govern  ment, 
and  prevent  the  relief  necessary  to  be  aflforded, 
and  speedily  to  be  afforded,  to  its  finances*  I  know, 
sir,  the  country  cannot  be  defended,  it  will  be 
out  of  the  power  of  the  Gbvernment  to  save  it, 
if  they  are  so  disposed,  unless  the  Treasury  is  re- 
lieved. My  opposition  to  the  bill  proceeds  from 
my  extreme  anxiety,  to  place  it  in  the  power  of 
those  who  direct  the  Government,  to  defend  and 
save  the  country.  1  will  permit  no  man  in  this 
nation  to  take  preeedenca  of  me,  in  straining 
every  nerve,  and  stretching  the  Constitution  to 
the  utmoat  umit  of  liberal  ioterpreutioBj  to  iuL" 
part  the  power  requisite  to  defend  the  countrTf 
and  maintain  its  righto  of  sovereignty  and  soil) 
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"but  I  will  embark  in  do  rash  and  desperate  meaa- 
tires,  which  will  put  everything  at  hazard,  and 
entail  nnnumberea  woes  upon  posterity.  "Des- 
perate situations  produce  desperate  councils  and 
desperate  measures!"  But  it  is  in  such  times 
that  men  of  virtue,  reflection,  and  wisdom,  are 
especially  called  on  to  look  with  dispassionate 
calmness  on  the  state  of  affairs,  and  to  oppose 
with  firmness  all  expedients  which  are  calcu- 
lated to  increase,  instead  of  diminishing  the  evild 
to  be  remedied.  At  a  period  like  the  present, 
when  ''men  are  as  much  blinded  by  the  extremes 
of  misery,"  as,  in  times  past,  they  have  been  in- 
toxicated with  the  extreme  of  prosperity,  the  cor- 
rective of  sober  judgment  and  wholesome  inquiry 
is  more  necessary  to  prevent  irremediable  mis- 
chief than  to  guard  against  probable  reverses.  It 
has  been  said  that  "  great  distress  never  has  hith- 
erto taught,  and,  while  the  world  lasts,  never  will 
teach  lessons  of  wisdom  to  mankind."  But,  if 
wisdom  in  our  councils  cannot  be  assured  by  past 
calamities,  we  may  at  least  avoid  a  pitfall  which 
is  visible  to  the  dullest  vision. 

I  say  again,  and  asain,  sir,  my  undisguised, 
avowed  object  is,  to  defend  the  country,  and,  if 
it  be  not  too  late,  under  Providence,  toj>reserve 
it  by  prompt,  and  wise,  and  vigorous  Cfonstitu- 
tional  measures.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  the  first 
and  indispensable  step  towards  defending  the 
country,  is  the  recovery  of  public  credit,  and  the 
disembarrassment  of  the  finances.  But  I  do  fear, 
without  a  united  effort  in  this  House  and  through- 
oat  this  nation  to  restore  confidence  in  the  Treas- 
ury, every  attempt  to  reinstate  the  finances  will 
prove  abortive.  I  entertain  the  opinion,  formed 
after  much  reflection  and  a  free  interchange  of 
sentiment  with  enlightened  men.  that,  unless  a 
general  and  generous  effort  is  made  by  all  parties 
to  revive  the  expiring  credit  of  the  Treasury,  it 
will  continue  to  languish,  daily  to  depreciate,  un- 
til I  would  say  the  credit  of  Jacob  Barker  him- 
self, if  it  were  not  attaching  more  importance  to 
him  than  he  merits,  will  be  high,  compared  with 
that  of  the  Government,  in  the  money  market. 
Under  this  strong  conviction,  and  knowing,  as 
every  man  in-  the  nation  must  know,  that  the 
country  cannot  be  defended  without  the  ways  and 
means,  and,  as  far  as  depends  on  me,  being  re- 
solved at  every  hazard  and  extremity  consistently 
with  civil  liberty  and  the  Constitution,  to  pre- 
serve, unimpaired,  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, 1  therefore  shall  co-operate  in  all  measures 
to  defend  the  countrv.  This  can  only  be  done 
by  reproducing  and  bracing  the  main  sinew  of 
war — monev,  public  credit — without  which,  the 
nation  will  be  delivered  up,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
to  the  enemy,  unless  rescued  by  the  energy  of  the 
respective  State  sovereignties.  When  things 
come  to  the  worst,  the  States  can  and  will  defend 
themselves,  I  have  no  doubt;  but  my  object  is  to 
defend  the  country  under  the  Constitution,  and 
to  prevent  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  which  is 
inevitable,  if  the  means  are  not  provided  to  ena- 
ble the  General  Government  to  defend  the  States. 
If  the  means  are  supplied,  and  they  are  still  mis- 
applied and  wasted  in  fruitless  attempts  at  con- 


quest,  the  States  must,  of  necessity,  take  their 
defence  into  their  own  hands.  But  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  is  so  critical,  I  see  no  choice 
but  to  take  the  chance  of  a  correct  application  of 
means  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  charge  never  shall  be  brought  against 
inej  that  I  folded  my  arms  and  looked  on  an  in- 
difierent  spectator,  while  the  country  was  sink- 
ing. The  men  in  power  shall  never  be  able  to 
throw  upon  me  any  portion  of  the  blame  of  not 
extricating  the  country  from  the  difficulties  into 
which  their  incompetency  and  folly  have  plunged 
it.  It  will  be  demanded  of  them  to  return  the 
Government  pure  and  undefiled,as  they  received 
it.  Degrading  terms  of  peace  I  will  never  agree 
to;  ana  if  our  rights  and  honor  arc  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, they  shall  never  have  it  to  say  they  were 
so  sacrificed,  because  I,  as  one  of  the  minority, 
withheld  from  them  the  means  of  preserving 
them.  No ;  they  shall  have  the  means,  as  far  as 
I  can  give  them.  I  will  bear  my  portion  of  the 
odium  of  their  measures  for  defence,  where  they 
do  not  trench  upon  the  Constitution.  When  they 
do  so  trench ;  when  their  measures  go  to  pros- 
trate civil  liberty,  and  overthrow  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  will  resist  them,  and  recommend  resistance 
to  tne  people.  I  will  draw  the  sword  to  put  down 
and  punish  usurpation  and  tyranny  at  home,  with 
the  same  alacrity  that  I  would  rush  to  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  to  repel  the  invading  foe.  I  now  fear 
nothing  from  usurpation,  because  we  are  now 
free  and  able  to  resist  it  successfully.  The  attempt 
will  prove  that  both  the  physical  and  numerical 
strength  of  the  country  lies  where  it  ought  to  lie, 
because  it  will  never  be  exerted  except  in  defence 
of  the  country  and  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
Subjugation  by  a  foreign  Power  can  hardly  be 
deemed  an  evil,  compared  with  domestic  despot- 
ism and  slavery.  The  foreign  yoke  may  be  broken 
and  thrown  o£(,  but  the  chains  rivetted  upon  a  peo- 
ple by  their  own  tyrants,  are  difficult  to  be  loos- 
ened and  destroyed.  It  will  be  unavailing,  and 
worse  than  unavailing,  to  put  the  country  in  a  pos- 
ture to  meet  the  enemy  without,  if  a  more  dan- 
gerous enemy  within  is  permitted  quietly,  and  at 
his  leisure,  to  reduce  this  people  to  a  state  of  ig- 
nominious bondage. 

In  coming  to  the  determination  to  grant  the  sup- 
plies asked  for  to  defend  the  country,  I  maintam  ■ 
I  am  neither  inconsistent  with  myself,  faithless 
to  my  friends,  nor  false  to  my  country.  The 
highest  temporal  obligations,  according  to  my 
moral  sense,  and  the  soundest  policy,  according 
to  my  judgmentJipprove  the  course  I  have  marked 
out  for  myself.  The  reason  is  obvious  why  I  shall 
abstain  from  a  particular  discussion  of  the  points 
of  difference  between  me  and  some  of  my  politi- 
cal friends.  Either  being  wron^,  I  know  it  is  for 
me  to  wait  the  award  of  an  enlightened  and  vir- 
tuous community,  having  no  other  palliation  to 
offer,  than  that,  if  I  have  erred,  it  is  my  firm  con- 
viction I  have  erred  on  the  side  of  the  best  inter- 
ests of  my  country.  We,  no  doubt,  aim  at  the 
same  goal,  but  choose  different  routes  to  arrive  at 
it.  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  we  all  prefer  our 
country  to  ourselves,  its  good  to  our  own  gratifi- 
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cation.  That  my  political  friends,  in  common 
with  me,  have  a  single  eye  to  the  safety  and  last- 
ing happiness  of  the  nation,  cannot  he  doubted. 
We  are  alike  anxious,  and  resolved,  if  possible, 
though  we  may  differ  in  some  respects  about  the 
means,  to  save  the  country.  When  I  sav  coun- 
try, I,  of  course,  do  not  mean  those  fell  destroy* 
ers  of  its  rights,  peace,  safety,  and  honor,  whose 
misdeeds  have  brought  upon  the  people  the  suf- 
fering under  which  they  smart,  the  burdens  which 
force  from  them  deep  groans  which  are  heard 
throughout  the  land.  No  man  feels  a  more  tho- 
rough sovereign  contempt  for  the  wicked  authors 
of  our  afflictions  than  I  do ;  and  if  it  is  said,  in 
contributing  to  the  relief  and  salvation  of  the 
country,  I  incidentally  relieve  them,  I  justify,  by 
replying,  even  such  men  must  be  relieved  in  pref- 
erence to  certain  national  bankruptcy,  and  the 
overthrow  of  the  freest  form  of  Qovernment 
known  on  the  globe.  Let  the  tempest-beaten 
vessel  of  State  be  first  brought  into  port,  I  will 
then  join  gentlemen  in  throwing  the  treacherous 
pilot  overboard.  Now  is  not  the  time  to  put  all 
at  hazard  by  rash  and  untried  acts  of  violence. 
The  ship  is  sinking,  I  will  give  a  hand  to  the 
pump.  The  temple  is  in  flames,  I  will  hand  a 
DUcket. 

Such  is  the  perilous  situation  of  the  country, 
visible  to  e^ety  eye,  and  plain  to  every  under- 
standing, that  unless  a  combined  effort  is  made  to 
rescue  us  from  the  dangers  which  are  seen  on  all 
sides,  I  do  fear  our  case  is  desperate,  our  ruin  irre- 
trievable, that  we  are  lost  irrecovernblv.  But, 
sir,  while  there  is  yet  life  there  is  still  nope.  I 
will  not,  must  not,  dare  not,  abandon  the  country. 
If  deserted  by  its  true  friends  now,  It  will  sink  so 
low,  that  it  cannot  hereafter,  under  the  guidance 
of  other  councils,  be  re-elevated  to  that  pinnacle 
of  honor,  dignity,  and  glory,  from  which  it  has 
been  dashed  by  heartless  and  corrupt  men  in 
their  despicable  contests  for  personal  aggrandize- 
ment. If  the  country,  two  years  hence,  is  to  be 
governed  by  wiser  and  abler  men,  I  see  no  reason 
to  conceal  the  opinion  that  the  sooner  a  good  and 
sufficient  system  of  revenue  and  a  well  regulated 
bank  are  organized  the  better.  They  will  be  ne- 
cessary instruments  for  those  who  may  succeed 
the  authors  of  the  burdens,  which  must  constitute 
the  basis  of  a  system  imparting  efficiency  and 
ability  to  the  national  finances.  If  we  can  save 
the  vessel  of  State  from  being  whoUjr  wrecked; 
the  easier  it  will  be  to  repair  and  rig  her  out 
again.  But  most  certain  it  is,  if  our  affairs  are 
suffered  to  go  on  in  their  present  downward  course, 
a  few  months  hence,  I  might  point  to  the  naked, 
crumbling  columns  of  your  Capitol  as  a  type  or 
symbol  of  the  Government. 

Let,  then,  a  united  effort  be  made  to  save  the 
country.  But,  at  the  same  time,  be  it  understood 
that  we  are  not  to  withdraw  our  opposition  to 
those  unconstitutional  measures,  and  that  perni- 
cious policy  of  Government,  which  are  adopted 
with  no  other  view  than  that  the  party  in  power 
may  be  more  firmly  seated  in  power,  and  the  bet- 
ter enabled  to  persevere  in  their  mischievous  ca- 
reer.   This  we  cannot  do,  without  abandoning 


our  most  sacred  duties^  without  a  base  dereliction 
of  those  well  tried  principles  which  have  stood 
every  test  and  passed  through  every  ordeal  for  jet 
long  series  of  years.  No.  sir,  we  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  add  fuel  to  the  flame  by  which  we  our- 
selves are  consumed ;  to  feed  the  fever  which  is 
raging  in  our  veins ;  to  become  the  architects  of 
our  own  ruin ;  to  assist  in  forging  chains  for  pos- 
terity, if  not  for  ourselves. 

I  confess,  sir,  I  have  the  less  difficulty  in  voting 
supplies,  and  uniting  to  recover  public  credit, 
since  the  disclosures  made  to  the  House  by  the 
President  in  relation  to  the  discussions  at  Ghent. 
Anterior  to  that  commuoicatiou,  the  resolution 
had  been  formed,  as  far  as  I  might  be  supposed 
to  be  entitled  to  political  consideration,  to  join  in 
measures  for  delrence.  Although  I  believed  the 
war  was  unjust  and  wicked  in  its  origin,  yet  a 
state  of  things  had  arisen  out  of  the  revolution 
in  Europe,  the  threats  of  devastation  by  the  en- 
emy, and  his  increased  ability  to  execute  his  men- 
aces, which  rendered  it  necessary  to  unite  in  ob-* 
jects  of  defence,  and  to  strengthen  the  arm  of 
Government  for  that  purpose.  Although  de- 
dared^  the  war  is  not  now  continued  from  mo- 
tives and  designs  foreign  to  this  people.  On  the 
contrary,  the  Administration  has  humbled  itself, 
to  a  degree  exciting  commiseration,  to  obtain 
peace.  Without  violating  ^  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy," which  locks  up  from  the  eye  of  the  people 
the  most  interesting  part  of  the  despatches,  I  will 
advert  merely  to  such  parts  as  are  public.  I  say, 
then,  I  have  the  less  difficulty  in  voting  sup- 
plies, because  the  Administration  has  changed  its 
ground  since  the  revolution  in  Europe,  and  come 
over  to  my  opinion  and  views  of  the  fair  terms  of 
peace.  As  the  contest  now  stands  the  question 
of  blockade  no  longer  presents  difficulties.  That 
of  impressment,  av,  ot  impressment  is  abandon- 
ed by. the  very  authors  themselves  of  the  cabalis- 
tic words  *'  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights !"  The 
Napoleon  notion  of  floating  colonies  is  also  dis- 
carded, since  its  author  has  himself  been  consigned 
to  a  state  of  colonial  dependence,  being  struck 
from  the  list  of  continental  potentates,  though  he 
preserves  all  the  forms  of  royalty  in.  his  little 
kingdom,  not  so  large  as  the  possessions  of  some 
of  our  Southern  dons,  with  their  thousands  of 
acres  and  battalions  of  blacks.  The  question  of 
"  free  ships,  free  goods,"  is  also  put  at  rest.  The 
right  of  ^sit  and  search  is  impliedly  conceded, 
and  the  flag  is  not  to  cover  the  crew.  It  is  not 
three  months,  sir,  since  I  mj^self  saw  "free  trade 
and  sailors'  rights,"  floating  inproud  defiance  on 
your  flag  at  the  battery  of  the  White-House.  The 
mystic  words  were  written  on  the  star  spangled 
banner,  which  our  naval  heroes  carried  into  the 
very  British  Channel,  where  it  waved  in  triumph. 
But,  alas !  your  Hulls,  Decaturs,  Perrys,  and  Mc-^ 
Donoughs;  now  know  that  the  President  is  con- 
tent to  waive  the  question  of  sailors'  rights,  and 
to  give  the  go-by  to  that  of  *'the  flag's  covering 
the  crew."  They  now  know  from  what  sources 
and  what  motives  proceeded  alt  the  delusive, 
senseless  uproar  about  sailors'  rights,  by  the  very 
men  who  have  struggled  in  times  past  to  degradfe 
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our  Navy,  and,  in  th^ir  own  words,  <<  would  have 
gone  further  to  see  it  consumed  by  Are  than  to 
extinguish  the  flames."  Yes,  sir,  these  heroes 
may  now  ask,  for  what  have  we  fought  glorious 
battles,  achieved  brilliant  victories,  split  our  bloody 

Sluckeci  the  brightest  gem  from  the  British  diar 
em,  when  cowardice  ^'  had  torn  down  the  flag 
which  valor  had  nailed  to  the  mast." 

I  may  be  complained  of,  sir,  for  these  digres- 
sions,  but,  if  we  are  to  trace  our  difficulties  to 
their  source,  we  must  mount  higher  than  to  this 
or  that  partienlar  error  and  act  of  folly,  which 
has  characterized  the  vicious  system  or  politics 
so  long  persevered  in,  to  the  disgrace  and  ruin  of 
the  country.  The  root  of  the  evil  is  not  this  or 
that  blunder,  that  or  the  other  piece  of  deception 
and  mischief,  but  it  is  the  political  system  of  Ad- 
ministration, not  only  in  relation  to  the  finaaces, 
but  to  the  general  policy  of  the  Qovernmeot*  It 
has  been  tried,  fatally  tested,  and  has  led,  and 
can  lead  to  nothing  but  disappointment,  sufiering, 
and  disgrace.  Let  it,  then,  be  abandoned  at  once 
and  for  ever,  or  all  efforts  to  preserve  the  country 
will  have  but  a  temporary  effect,  and  be  produc- 
tive  only  of  increased  difficulties  hereafter. 

Mr.  Speaker*  it  once  was  the  pride  and  happi- 
ness of  the  country-*-aad  I  bring  back  the  reool* 
leotions  of  gentlemen  to  the  period,  with  bitter 
feelings  of  regret— to  flourish  under  the  beniga 
influence  of  a  political  system,  which  experieaee 
proved  to  be  conducive  to  oor  fame  and  wel&re. 
Preferring  the  people's  good  to  the  people's  favor, 
the  party  now  in  the  minority  intrcnluced  ana 
faithfully  adhered  to  that  system)  which  faieed 
the  nation  to  an  unexampled  state  of  pnieperity 
Qid  happiness.  Its  results  are  now  matter  of 
history.  Unfortunately  for  the  country,  it  wa« 
misunderstood,  systematically  misrepreseBfied  and 
decried  by  the  demaf^ogues  of  the  day,  and  flaaily 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  people.  Yes,  sir,  a 
false  and  erroneous  oaderstaading  of  it  was  im- 
posed upon  the  minds  of  the  deluded  people^  and 
It  was  discarded,  because  they  knew  not  ita  value. 
Bven  after  we  were  denied  by  the  peofjle,  it  coor 
tinued  our  chief  care — the  principal  object  of  our 
ambition — the  sole  motive  to  exertioa — to  pre- 
serve to  the  country  what  had  been  already  gained. 
We  betraved  no  unwillingness  that  o«r  sueces- 
sers  should  reap  the  glory  and  benefit  of  our 
institutions,  provided,  only,  that  they  were  pre- 
served to  the  country.  When,  at  the  last,  the  in- 
furiate passion  of  party,  and  the  uarelentiag  spirit 
of  persecution,  succeeded  in  overthrowing  and 
8weepiDg[  away  most  of  those  institntions^  we 
should  still  have  been  content  if  the  great  objeots 
fer  which  they  were  desigBed--the  peaee^  hen»r, 
and  safety  of  the  country— could  have  been  pro* 
served.  They  have  all  been  destroyed,  and  cov- 
ered up  in  the  same  grave.  Qentlemen  now  feei 
and  acknowledge  the  loss  of  one  of  those  noble 
institutions — the  National  Bank — and  they  would 
recall  it,  to  relieve  them  from  difficulties  which 
cause  distress  and  dismay  throughout  the  land. 
That  cannot  be;  it  is  too  late;  the  dead  canaot 
be  restored  to  life.  To  use  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  CaroUnay  (Mr.  Calbovii,) 


they  who  legislate  upon  party  principles  nrast 
expect  their  measures  to  react  upon  themselves. 
Did  it  not  involve  the  dearest  interests  and  safety 
of  the  country,  I  should  rejoice  that  retribution 
has  at  last  overtaken  the  men  who  have  inflicted 
such  deep  injuries  upon  us.  Suffer,  greatly  saflfer, 
they  must ;  but,  the  country ! — toe  suffer  with  theoiy 
the  innocent  and  the  guilty  alike,  except  the  eon* 
solation  which  a  good  oonseieaee  never  fails  to 
administer. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  reflect  on  what  our  coan* 
try  onee  was,and  mi^ht  still  have  been,  and  what 
it  now  is ;  when  I  think  of  the  blessings  thro wtt 
away,  and  the  miseries  indueed ;  my  indigisation 
against  the  cool,  remorselees,  perverse  plotter  of 
our  afflictions  and  perils,  is  ready  to  burst  forth 
on  this  floor  in  disorderly  exclamations.  My  henrt 
almost  overflows  with  mingled  grief  and  iordig^ 
nation.  Daily  do  I  exjiecf  the  happening  of  some 
great  event— the  coming  of  some  awful  pablie 
calamity-^to  be  decistve  of  our  fate.  A  war  of  , 
wide-spraad,  cruel  desolation,  threatened  by  a  pow- 
erful aad  exasperated  foe;  the  Unioa  shak»o  to 
its- very  centre, and  tottering  to  a  fall ;  wiUt  a  Gov- 
ernment bankrupt  in  fortune  and  in  fame  1— aad, 
yet,' where  are  we;  wtat  doing;  whac  have  we 
done  ?  Where  are  we  ?  Look  around !  seated 
on  a  barrea  heath,  amidst  ruin ;  surroanded  by 
the  loathsome  otyeets  of  our  dLshooor ;  iadebied 
to  the  Vandals  tot  the  roof  that  covers  us;  the 
Governmeat  itself  paralyzed— ehaiaed  down^  as 
it  werfr— by  the  drowsiness  that  pveeedesdeaifa ! 
And|  yet,  ps&tleiBeB  seeca  perfectly  at  their  eaee*^ 
tranquil  as  the  undistttrbea  moonbettme  that  play 
upon  the  gently-waving  btihnrs.  They  repose 
in  the  delusive  idea  that  there  is  ao  danffer.  The 
seatinel  iipoa  the  watch-^wer  has  told  them^  **aUV 
well."  When  the  midbight  robber  has  sallied 
forth  from  bis  covert,  and  prowlv  about  the  streets 
for  prey ;  when  the  mereeoary  has  chopped  his 
torch,  and  the  city  is  wrapt  in  flames;  the  perfid* 
ions  watchman.  ^*  'twixt  sleep  and  wake,"  cries 
from  his  box,  alP^  veil  t 

Sir,  at  this  raomeal  the  cold,  icy  haodof  death 
is^on  this  people.  The  agony  eanaet  be  of  long 
continuance ;  the  crisis  must  soon  be  over.  And, 
if  we  are  doomed  to  fall,  a»  a  panishment  for  our 
sias  as  a  nattee«  the  day  will  have  come  when  the 
blindest  party  zealot  will  acknowledge  that  but 
one  man  stood  betweea  his  counuy  and  its  sal- 
vation. Gkd  knows,  sir,  no  one  more  devoutly 
and  fervently  wishes,  than  1  do,  that  he  may  be 
inspired  with  the  wisdom,  virtue,  and  energy,  to 
save  the  natioofw  Bat,  ail  is  dark  and  eheettas. 
I  see  no  lambent  ray  of  hope  gilding  the  dreaey 
prospeet  before  us.  The  handwriting  on  the  wall 
points  to  our  fixed  destiny.  It  is  written  in  char- 
aeters  so  glaring  and  so  legible  that  he  who  runs 
may  read.  Whe%  says  the  greatest  moral  phil- 
osopher of  any  age,  did  distrees  ever  oblige  a 
Prince  to  abdicate  his  authority  ?  This  bars  op 
ervery  aveaue  of  escape. 

Here,  perhaps^  I  ought  to  stop;  but  I  will  not 
leave  the  country  in  so  forlorn  and  desperate  a 
conditiott.  No,  sir,  I  will  address  myself  espe- 
cially to  this  body,  holding  as  it  does  now,  with 
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the  other  bniDeh,the  destiaies  of  the  aatioo  io  its 
hands.  Xiet  them  act  with  proxnptitade aad  vigor, 
aDd,io  the  laogaageof  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
sury,  resolve  oot  to  delay  another  momeDt  la 
every  Coostitatiooal  effort  to  save  the  comitry. 
If  they  attempt  to  violate  the  CoastitutioD,  they 
must  sprinkle  it  with  blood — with  my  blood; — 
lor,  I  will  not  outlive  the  liberties  of  my  country. 
Under  the  Constitution,  the  couatry  can  be  saved, 
or  let  it  fail.  Consign  this  bill  at  once  to  the 
fate  it  merits.  Adopt  at  once  aikeasures  to  revive 
public  credit— 40  unite  the  people  and  fill  your 
armies.  Nee  gentium  qtdee  eine  armia^  nee  arma 
sine  stipenduB^  nee  stipendia  sine  trUnUia, 

My  voice  and  arm  are  with  you  in  every  just 
and  Constitutional  measure  for  the  defence  ol-the 
country.  Enersy,  wisdom,  and  virtue,  will  yet 
save  the  Republic.  If  we  have  them  not;  if  we 
cannot  bring  ourselves,  regardless  of  considera- 
tions of  pQpularity,  to  disohacge  our  sacred  tsust 
like  men<^like  patriots^  let  us  take  the  advice  of 
the  honorable  member  (Mr.  Piss:)  leave  our 
seats,  and  render  baak  our  powers  to  the  people. 
When  Mr.  Hamson  had  concluded"^ 
Mr.  CiJ^ouN,  of  South  Carolina,  ibllowed, 
in  reply  to  some  points  of  Mr.  HANeoif's  speech, 
and  la  energetic  defence  of  the  hill. 
'^Daring  the  speeches  of  these  gentlemen,  both 
then  were  called  to  order  more  than  once  by 
the  Spjuiubb,  who  earnestly  endeavored  to  pve* 
vent  t  Jhe  introduction  of  personal  matter  inlo  the 
debate.] 

Mr..  UBOSVBNOR.said  he  laid  claim  to  no  par- 
licuLar  knowledge  of  the  pisaetical  rules  of  bank- 
ing. Like  other  .gentlemen,  he  had  studied  the 
works  of  those  who  have  been  acknowledged  the 
great  masters  of  the  science  of  political  eeono* 
my.  But  as  many  of  their  dogmas  upon  this 
aunmt  had  been  refuted,  and  most  of  their  rules 
had  been  exposed  to  doubt,  if  not  to  subversion, 
by  the  experience  of  modem  times,  he  could  not 
conaeat  to  detain  the  House  with  a  repetition  of 
theio,  however  well  they  might  subserve  his 
purpose,  or. decorate  his  argument.  Such  a  rep- 
etiuoa  would  be  the  less  excusable,  as  it  was  not 
necessary  to  his  purpose;  for  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to. discuss  the  question  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  establishii^,  at  this  particular  crisis,  any 
kank  which  could  aid  the  Goverttfnent,  and  fur- 
nish a  circulatiiig  medium  for  the  nation. 

This  great  -question  hed»  J)«  4iid,  been  cKam- 
ined  with  much  ability  and ^lo^ueoce  by  gentle* 
men  on  both  sides  of  the  House ;  and  if  he  could 
concur  in  all  the  opinions,  either  of  his  friend 
from  North  CaroUna,  (Mr.  QAaroN,)  or  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Oaxlby,}  or  his  friend  from  Near 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  WEBffiaiL)  he  should  cerdunly 
vote  against  any  bank,  however  strongly  founded, 
or  arttully  modelled. 

They  had,  he  said,  with  an  enersy  of  reason* 
ing,  «Qd  eloquence  of  language,  distinct  to  be 
au re  in  the  aaanner,  but  common  to  all  of  them, 
Attempted  to  show,  that  in  these  tiroes  of  peril 
and  universal  distrust,  the  project  of  a  National 
Bank  would  be  both  dangerous  and  useless  to  the 
Mtion.    To  thi3  conclusion,  their  iargumeiitS) 


however  varied  and  dissimMar,  clearly  tended. 
In  this  .conclusion  he  was  not  yet  ready  to  eon- 
cur  with  his  honorable  friends.  I  shall  not,  said 
Mr.  G.,  attempt  to  conceal  that  many  views  of 
this  subject  which  I  had  entertained,  and  many 
opinions  which  I  held  to  be  sound  and  correct, 
have  been  swent  away  by  the  reasoning  and  elo- 
quence which  nave  proceeded  from  them.  Yet, 
sir,  they  bave  stopp«d  far  short  of  producing  a 
conviction  in  my  iaind,  that  a  bank  may  not  now 
be  framed,  whicn,  to  a  great  ex  test,  shall  not  fur- 
nish immediate  relief  to  the  Treasury,  and  a  cir- 
culating Bkedium  to  the  nation.  Whether  this 
be  ptaetieable,  however,  or  whether  it  be  i»ot,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  examine.  My  objections 
to  this  bill  cannot  be  affected  hy  deciding  this 

Jiuestion ;  the^  rest  on  grounds  totally  distinct 
romanyoofisidemtions  so  general,  and  so  uncer- 
tain ;  they  at iee  irem  the  peculiar  character  iof 
(he  bill  itself;  from  the  untempered  materials  of 
which  it  is  constructed,  and  from  the  visionavy 
character  of  its  details. 

To  give  the  House  full  possession  of  his  objec- 
tions, Mr.  G.  said,  it  would  be  necessary  to  treat 
of  topics,  already  much  discussed,  perhaps  ex- 
hausted. As  much  brevitv  as  was  compatible 
with  a  clear  view  of  them,  he  would  promise. 

A  single  glance,  said  Mr.  G.,nt  the  miserable 
condition  to  which  our  unhappy  country  u  ve- 
duoed,  must  convince  ussdl,  that  a  vigorous  nod 
an  immediate  effort  for  her  relief  .must  be. made, 
or  she  will  surely  perish. 

With  the  authors  of  this  mighty  wreck  and 
ruin,  I  will  not  talk  of  concert  or  union.  I  know 
them  only  as  the  spoilers  of  the  choicest  heritage 
with  which  the  Almighty  Father  ever  blessed  a 
people.  Were  they  only  in  jeopardy,!  would 
raise «iy  voice  only  toaay,  "sink,.go  to  the  bot- 
tom, and  God  speed  your  passage  for  the  salva- 
tion of  our  country." 

No,  mi  I  speak  only  for  our  couatry ;  for  the 
country  of  our  birth,  where  the  bones  of  our 
fathers  rest  ia  the  Lord,  and  where,  an  good  tiaae, 
we  must  sleep  by  their  side.  For  that  couaiery, 
cryiiig  for  succor,  almost  in  the  agonies  of  diseo- 
lutiop,  I  io^itetheaidof  her  worthioBt  sons. 

I  speak  for  the  Union;  that  sacred  temple 
which  our  fathers  modeled  into  proportion,  and 
delivered.to>us,only  as  a  deposite  for  posterity. 
To  tins  Union,  rudely  shaken  by  foeeigo  war. and 
inteatinerdisorder,  ihrealtned  wuh  utter  deeimc- 
•tien  by  the  weakness  end  madsaesaof  those  trery 
men  appointed  to  guard  and  preserve  it,  I  would 
ask  the  watchful  care  of  all  its  friends. 

I  speak  lor  the  Constitution  of  our  coumrfi 
written  and  hallowed  by  the  founders  of  our  na- 
tion. To  this  Constitution,  soiled  as  as  it  has 
been,  by  the  boorish  hands  of  ignorant  politieians, 
deformed  as  it  has  been  by  the  tinkering  projects 
of  sciolists,  daily  trampled  on  by  the  fiery  zealots 
of  party,  I  would,  even  yet,  point  as  a  eacred 
thmg,  and  most  earnestly  ask,  is  is  not  woith 
preserving  1 

&ir,  the  Constitution,  the  Union,  the  couotnr, 
cannot  be  saved,  but  by  immediate  and  powecful 
exertion.    What  is  in  truth  out  conditioa  ? 
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In  the  third  ye*r  of  a  war,  declared  'in  Tain 
defiance,  and  with  ignorant  gasconade,  you  at 
length  find  all  your  means  and  all  your  efforts 
iniAequate  even  for  defence.  In  the  nature  of 
things,  this  war  has  become  entirely  defensive; 
and  happy  shall  we  be,  happy  beyond  all  our 
hopes,  if  by  any  exertion  we  shall  be  able  to  de- 
fend from  invasion  the  very  soil  where,  bat  forty 
years  ago,  the  banner  of  independence  first  floated 
in  the  breeze.  So  far  in  the  nature  of  things  is 
eonquest  beyond  our  power,  that,  in  the  next 
Summer,  all  the  means  of  the  nation,  all  the 
bravery  of  the  people,  and  all  the  energies  of  the 
Gtovernment,  will  be  indispensable  to  preserve 
our  cities  from  conflagration,  our  States  from 
subjugation,  qm  Government  from  dissolution. 

As  a  first  and  indispensable  requisite  to  these 
objects,  we  turn  to  the  Treasury,  and  there  the 
most  appalling  views  are  presented.  We  find  it 
empty,  approaching  bankruptcy.  All  confidence 
in  the  promises  of  Government  is  gone ;  and 
public  credit  has  become  a  spectre  haunting  the 
place  where  it  once  had  flourished. 

In  this  situation,  any  supply  from  any  existing 
resource  is  utterly  hopeless.  Such  in  brief  is  the 
state  of  our  finances ;  on  the  sombre  picture  I 
will  not  enlarge ;  the  portrait  is  indeecf  disgust- 
ing. That  it  does  not  in  any  shade  belie  the 
original,  I  appeal  to  the  faithful  and  forlorn 
sketch,  presented  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Dallas,  this  morning  read  to  the  House.  Sir,  it 
is  folljr  to  talk  of  defence,  it  is  madness  to  hope 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  unless  your  credit 
can  be  revived,  your  finances  restorea,  and  your 
Treasury  replenished. 

The  great  object  of  the  Federal  Union  was 
the  ^common  defence."  If  you  finally  fail  in 
this  grand  object,  the  end  for  which  the  Federal 
Government  was  established,  is  wholly  aban- 
doned. Can  you  wonder,  then,  if  the  States, 
forced  to  defend  themselves,  shall  seize  the  first 
opportunity  to  dissolve  a  Government,  efficient 
for  the  destruction  of  their  peace  and  prosperity, 
but  wholly  unable  to  avert  one  evil  which  its 
weak  or  rash  conduct  has  brought  upon  them  ? 

Money  is  not  only  the  sinew  of  war.  In  mod- 
ern times,  it  is  the  mainspring  of  every  machine 
of  Government.  It  is  the  sinew  of  our  Union ; 
and  if  your  Treasury  shall  become  finally  and 
irretrievably  bankrupt,  the  grand  ligament  of  the 
States  is  severed,  and  we  are  lost  as  a  nation. 

These,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  honest  convic- 
tions of  my  mind.  Can  I  hesitate,  then,  to  vote 
for  any  just  and  Constitutional  plan,  which,  in 
my  judgment,  will  provide  a  revenue  so  indis- 

rmsable  for  the  defence  of  my  country  ?  Can 
hesitate  to  vote  for  any  practical  and  Constitu- 
tional measures,  which  will  fairly  promise  to  re- 
vive credit,  improve  the  public  finances,  and 
replenish  the  Treasury  ? 

The  general  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  my  judgment,  embraces  the  only 
practical  measures  which  afford  a  rational  pros- 

Gct  of  either  temporary  or  permanent  relief.  He 
s  proposed  to  revive  and  sustain  public  credit 
by  the  «nly  means  now  within  our  reach.    We 


are  to  resort  no  longer  to  those  popularity-hunt- 
iog  measures,  those  vicious  expedients  for  reve- 
nue, which  have  produced  the  overthrow  of  oar 
finances,  and  all  but  ruin  to  our  country. 

We  are  no  longer  to  be  satisfied  with  vain  and 
fabulous  statutes,  with  high-sounding  titles,  pro- 
fessing ^Mhe  payment  of  the  whole  itational 
debt,''  but  proving  in  the  end  delusive  and  wick- 
ed. The  "  moral  sense**  of  the  nation— that  worn 
out  hack  of  our  unfledged  financiers — Is  not  again 
dressed  up  to  delude  the  nation,  and  insult  its 
creditors.  The  ample  resources  of  the  country, 
its.  monejr  and  its  capital^  are  now  to  constitute 
the  pledge;  a  pledge  which,  in  other  countries, 
has  proved  an  unbending  and  durable  pillar  of 
public  credit;  and  which,  if  promptly  made,  and 
faithfully  continuing,  will,  in  our  own,  prove  its 
restorer  and  abiding  supporter. 

These  are  the  wise  and  only  means  to  revive 
and  sustain  our  credit  recommended  hy  the  See* 
retary ;  and,  entirelv  unknown  as  he  is  to  me,  I 
will  not  withhold  from  him  the  praise  which  I 
think  he  merits  for  the  fidelity  and  intrepidity 
with  which  he  has  performed  this  unpopular, 
but  great  and  indispensable  duty.  But,  so  rc^a^h* 
ly  has  public  credit  been  treated  by  the  finaocial 
quacks  who  preceded  him,  so  long  has  it  been 
the  victim  of  patent  nostrums  and  cancer  doc- 
tors, that  it  has  languished  almost  to  the  grave. 
With  the  most  skilful  treatment,  its  recovery  to 
health  and  vigor  must  be  slow  and  protracted. 
By  the  report  trom  the  Secretary,  in  unison  with 
the  report  from  his  predecessor,  it  is  certain,  that 
to  comply  with  vour  contracts  during  the  pres- 
ent quarter,  you  have  yet  unprovided  a  supply  of 
thirteen  millions  of  dollars.  This  must  beprompt- 
ly  obtained,  or  the  operations  of  the  Treasary 
are  arrested,  and  your  Government  is  dissolved. 

How  is  this  sum  to  be  obtained?  Not  by 
loans,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  stock  mar- 
ket and  of  your  credit.  You  have  now  in  the 
market,  at  least,  forty  millions  of  stock,  reduced 
in  price  to  seventy-five  or  eighty  percent.  While 
this  stock  continues  in  the  market,  at  this  de- 
pressed value,  no  loan  can  be  contracted ;  or.  if 
it  can,  upon  no  better  terms  than  the  market 
value  of  this  stock.  The  only  practical  remedy 
is  to  remove  this  stock  from  the  market,  or,  by 
some  act  of  yours,  to  raise  its  value,  and  thus  to 
deliver  the  Treasury  from  an  insuperable  bar  to 
a  new  loan.  The  general  measures  for  the  revi- 
val of  credit  to  which  I  have  before  alluded 
might  finally  accomplish  this  necessary  work. 
But  it  is  apparent  they  would  accomplish  it  too 
late  to  afford  an^  present  relief  to  the  Treasary. 
Hence,  in  anticipation  of  these  measures,  some 
plan,  competent  to  obtain  the  object,  seems  to  be 
indispensable. 

For  this  purpose  and  to  accomplish  this  object, 
it  is  presumed,  was  one  of  the  views  of  the  Sec- 
retary in  the  plan  of  a  bank,  which  he  has  pro- 
jected and  recommended  to  the  House.  Is  the 
plan  so  entirely  chimerical,  as  has  been  repre^^  . 
seated  1  By  authorizing  a  subscription  of  this 
depressed  stock  to  such  a  bank,  you  would  raise 
its  value  in  the  market,  and  thus  relieve  the  Q^r- 
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eminent,  in  eootractiot?  a  new  loan,  from  all 
competitioo  with  it.  You  woald  do  more ;  you 
would  relieve  the  capitalists  and  banks  from  the 
heavy  load  which  now  presses  them  to  the  earth, 
and  you  would  inspire  tnem  with  both  the  dispo- 
sition and  the  ability  to  aid  you  in  another  loan. 
In  the  meantime  your  general  plan  of  finance 
for  the  revival  of  your  credit  would  be  felt  in 
the  community.  And  if  it  should  answer  the 
hopes  of  all;  if  it  should  revive  confidence,  and 
restore  the  credit  of  the  nation,  you  might  then 
proceed  to  contract  new  loans  to  the  extent  of 
the  ability  of  the  country.  It  is  in  this  way,  in 
my  apprehension,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  bank 
propos^  by  the    Secretarv  would  afford    the 

frompt  relief  so  indispensable  to  the  Treasury, 
do  not  perceive  in  it  those  visionary  qualities 
which  have  been  so  liberally  ascribed  to  it.  In 
every  respect,  I  deem  it  preferable  to  its  rival  and 
substitute,  now  on  your  table.  But,  sir,  we  have 
been  told  that  these  are  the  mere  visions  of  ima- 
gination. My  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Qabton)  has  told  us,  that  the  war  stock  will 
still  remain  in  the  market;  that  its  conversion 
into  bank  stock  will  be  idle  and  illusory,  because 
it  will  still  press  upon  the  country,  and  meet  the 
Government  in  every  attempt  at  another  loan. 
Mr.  Speaker,  this  objection  is  founded  on  the 
notion  that  the  stock  itself,  and  not  the  depressed 
price  of  it,  is  the  obstruction  to  the  Gk>vernmeat ; 
directly  the  reverse,  I  believe  to  be  the  state  of 
the  facL  I  would  ask  my  friend  whether,  if.this 
stock,  even  in  its  present  condition,  could  be  ele- 
vated to  its  par  value,  there  would  be  any  diffi- 
culty in  contracting  another  loan?  He  has  not 
pretended  there  would  be  any.  Surely,  then,  if 
the  bank  be  of  any  value,  the  subscribable  qual- 
ity attached  to  the  stock  must  raise  its  price,  and 
although  its  character  be  only  changed,  and  it 
remain  as  bank  stock  in  the  country,  the  object 
is  accomplished,  the  road  is  clear  to  the  Qovern- 
ment  for  another  loan,  and  the  Treasury  is  re- 
lieved. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calboun,)  perceiving  this  obvious  conclusion, 
attempted  to  fortify  the  objection  of  my  honora- 
ble friend.  He  declared  that  the  surplus  capital 
of  the  country  was  exhausted ;  therefore  it  was, 
and  not  because  your  credit  was  shaken,  that  the 
stocks  already  created  found  no  purchasers ;  and 
their  price,  like  that  of  any  other  commodity 
with  which  the  market  is  surcharged,  has  fallen. 
And  hence  he  contended  that  though,  by  the  plan 
of  the  Secretary,  the  price  of  the  stock  would  be 
raised,  yet  all  efforts  for  another  loan  would  be 
hopeless. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  opinion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  be  well  founded,  then  indeed  have  we 
a  prospect  before  us,  dark  in  the  extreme. 

1  will  not  detain  the  House  to  examine  the 
position.  Perhaps  it  is  impossible,  from  the  data 
we  here  possess,  to  arrive  at  any  certain  conclu- 
sion upon  the  subject.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  not  attempted  to  sustain  it  by  facts  or  rea- 
soning. He  has.  advanced  it  as  a  mere  hypothe- 
ais.    I  shall  content  myself  with  avowing  my 


firm  belief,  that  it  is  an  hypothesis  without  foua- 
dation.  It  is  not  that  your  loaning  capital  is 
exhausted,  but  that  the  confidence  of  the  capi- 
talist  in  your  wisdom,  integrity,  and  policy,  is 
entirely  departed.  It  is  not  that  no  surplus  cap- 
ital remains  unemployed  in  the  country,  but, 
that  ^our  credit  has  sunk  so  low  that  thev  who 
hold  it  will  not  confide  it  to  your  faithless  hands. 
That  this  is  the  fact,  is  proven  by  events  daily 
presented  to  our  view.  The  States  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in  procuring  loans  to  any  extent  which 
their  exigencies  demand.  Even  your  towns  and 
cities  are  intrusted  with  millions.  At  the  very 
time  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
advertising  the  credit  of  the  Qovernment,and 
calling,  in  vain,  for  money  upon,  terms  and  con- 
ditions the  most  extravagant  and  ruinous,  your 
cities  had  but  to  open  their  subscriptions^  and 
millions  were  at  once  obtained  upon  the  ordinary 
and  legal  premiums.  Do  you  want  other  prooi, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  hypothesis  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  is  utterly  unfounded,  and  there- 
fore that  his  objection  is  entirely  fancifuH 

If  I  am  mistaken  in  this,  sir,  then  I  admit  the 
objection  to  be  conclusive  and  fatal  to  the  plan 
of  the  Secretary.  But  does  not  the  honorable 
gentleman  perceive  that  his  objection  is  equally 
fatal  to  his  own  system  1  that  he  has  presented 
a  dilemma,  on  the  horn  of  which,  his  own  off- 
spring must  hang  and  surely  perish  ? 

If  the  capital  of  the  country  is  exhausted ;  if 
the  market  is  already  saturated  with  public  stocL 
will  the  gentleman  tell  me,  what  is  to  become  of 
the  Treasury  notes  wBtch  his  plan  is  to  pour 
forth  in  a  stream  of  millions  f  Throuffh  what 
magical  process  is  it,  that  after  they  have  fluttered 
their  hour  on  the  public  stage,  they  are  to  trans- 
port themselves  into  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  set- 
tle quietly  into  the  vaults  of  his  mammoth  bank? 
If  the  surplus  capital  is  exhausted,  if  all  is  al- 
ready gone,  the  process  )k  utterly  impossible. 
Surely  the  remorseless  hand  of  the  parent  has 
wrung  the  neck  from  his  own  bantling. 

I  stop  not  here,  sir.  If  this  hypothesis  be  cor- 
rect, why  are  vou  contriving  novel  schemes  for 
the  revival  of  public  credit  ?  Whv  a  ainkinff 
fund?  Why  a  pledge  of  taxes?  Abandon  all 
this  unwieldy  apparatus  of  financial  machinery. 
You  have  it  seems  mistaken  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
order. You  are  applying^  plasters  to  the  head, 
when  you  should  be  administering  tonics  to  the 
stomach ;  you  are  bleeding  and  blistering  a  bodjr 
politic  alreadv  exhausted,  duit  at  once  all  this 
quackery ;  take  the  opinion  of  this  learned  doc- 
tor. Your  credit  is  in  full  health— it  needs  no 
physician ;  the  capital  of  the  nation  alone  lan- 
guishes! Restore,  then,  to  the  nation  her  life 
blood,  the  vital  principle  of  her  prosperity ;  re- 
store her  commerce,  her  agriculture,  her  peace. 
This  is  your  only  remedy— the  only  |>rescription 
which  can  rescue  her  from  dissolution  and  the 
grave. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  my  friend  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Oaklbt,)  I  am  ready  to  say  that  this  is  the 
only  effectual  remedy  remaining  in  your  hands. 
Peace,  and  peace  alone,  can  ataonch  the  deep 
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«mI  4>l«cdtii|:  wonods  of  our  country.  But,  andl 
that  blttsed  oMsseoger  shall  BFriTe^^wkh  bealiDg 
ID  bis  wiDfBs,"  we  have  nolhiiiy  left  but  our  own 
arm  for  deieaoe  and  prescrratioo.  If  the  hypo- 
thesis of  the  fCDtkmaii  be  correct,  that  arm  has 
become  too  feeble  for  -any  purpose  of  safety. 
▲tleauit  not  to  stretch  it  forth ;  its  form  is  de- 
stBO^;  its  Btre»9th  is  withered;  its  very  sib- 
«ws  Bfe  blasted. 

I  bafe  Jiitberio  fondly  hoped  that  this  nation, 
eveo  under  her  present  GorerameDt,  was  anply 
OBiDpelent  to  her  own  defence;  that,  palsied  as 
abe  u  by  the  eouneils  of  rashness  and  of  folly, 
her  own  energies  would  burst  spontaneously 
■foichyand  strike  to  the  earth  even  the  gigantic 
tteoy  who  m^^itates  her  Tuin«  But  if , the  hy- 
YStbeeis  ef  the  hononlile  gentleman  is  correct, 
any  fond  hopes  are  ended.  If  all  your  surplus 
'Capital  is  gone,  this  war  must  close  on  any  terms, 
or  ibe  union  ot  these  States  must  follow  tt.  For 
vain  will  be  the  attempt  lo  wrest,  by  oppressive 
tnnea,  from  the  industry  and  the  aaauel  income 
of  the  people,  those  annual  millions,  which  de- 
ienoe  i<tself  will  annually  consume.  But,  sir,  I 
h<^e,  and  I  believe  better  things  of  our  oondi- 
don.  I  believe  we  have  capital  still  remaining 
40  be  loaned ;  and  that  nothing  is  necessary  bat 
the  promptand  vigorous  application  of  the  means 
H%x  witbin  our  reach  to. bring  that  capital  to  the 
immediate  relief  of  the  Treaeury. 

Jdr.  iBpecker— «BOtber,  and  the  prime  object  of 
a  bank,  is  to  furnish  a  circulating  medium  for  the 
natiott.  We  have  not.  we  never  had  a  carrenoy 
iof  ((old  and  silver,  whicK  ev«r  approached  a  sut- 
fieiencj  for  the  business  of  the  country.  Banks, 
ineorposated  by  the  States,  have  issued  paper, 
viliieh  for  twenty  years  has  constituted  the  great 
-mass«foHr^fe«latiBg -medium.  By  means  of 
■tke  NalMoal  Bank,  which  three  years  ago  was 
•immofaited  attheehrineof  party  resentment,  the 
OenesaliOovernmeBt  retained  an  indirect,  though 
onade^aate  influenee  over  this  Slate  paper.  But 
from  the  peiiod  when  «hat  bank  was  diMolrVed, 
•tbis  eauntry  bas  eabibtted  the  monstrous  absur- 
idity  Af  a  CkMFeeament  '*  charged  with  fbe  ^Mwe 
*  of  4he  integrity  taad  proeperity  of  the  Smpire, 
'withoat  any. direct  or  indirect  control  over  its 
^  enreeoex."  What  has  been  the  consequence  ? 
These  State  ineUtutions,  in  -noway  respoaBiUe 
lo  you,  have  eo  managed  as  to  render  the  our- 
nancy  of  the  aation  euspeoted  and  uncertain,  and 
Ibtts  have  embariasaed.all  your  fiscal  meaanres. 

No  loan  can  be  naid  you,  bot  in  tbis  State  pnper. 
'On  this  side  of  New  Bogland,  as  has  been  de- 
monstrated by  «y  friend  from  New  Hampshire, 
mx.  WBBamB,)  this  paper  l»s  depreciated  to  an 
■alarming  extent,  in  the  very  inception  of  a  loan 
you  have  the  certainty  of  a  loss  to  the  full  amount 
•of  this  depreciation.  From  the  loss  of  confidence 
in  these  State  institutions,  and  from  the  limited 
circulation  of  the  paper,  you  enoounter  almost  in- 
superable embarrassments  in  its  expenditure. 

Paper  issued  from  banks  south  of  the  Potomac, 
and  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  isalmost  worthless 
north  of  the  Delaware.  Tbe  notes  of  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania  produce  toyonenprmous  losses, 


aad  even  bank  bills  of  :the  North  must  be  paid 
out  within  a  day's  joor-ney  of  the  bank  wibicb 
issues  them,  or  tbe  same  consequences  follow.  In 
this  situation,  it  must  be  obvious,  that  a  national 
enrrency,  equal  in  value  tbroagboat  the  country, 
and  founded  on  a  competent  capital,  is  a  €%ne  qua 
nan  toany  system  of  loaning,  wbich  will  not  pro- 
duce ruin  to  the  country. 

Whetber  the  plan  -of  the  Secretary  can  famish 
such  a  ounency,  \^  certainly  problematical ;  per- 
haps the  case  is  at  present  wttbout  remedy^.  In 
thisceuntry  itis  an  uatried  experiment.  Bat  I  have 
no  beaitation  in  averring,  tbat  I  tbink  it  to  tb«  full 
as  likely  to  atuin  this  great  and  desirable  object, 
as  the  novel  system  on  your  table,  wbich  bausbe- 
come  its  subetitute. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  ^ak  of  tbe  plan  of  tbe 
Secretary,  I  would  not  be  nnderstood  as  nmbia- 
cing  all  its  details,  in  relation  to  those  details,  I 
accord  in  opinion  with  my  friend  from  Noith 
Catolina  (Mr.  OaavoN ;)  leonsider  them  errone- 
ous in  every  view.  Tbeappointment  of  five  diice- 
tors  by  the  President,  tbe  (oul  prohibitioa  of  the 
sale  of  the  stock,  the  compulsory  loan  of  thirty 
millions  to  the  Government,  and  tbe  arbitrary 
power  reposed  in  the  President,  to  compel  a  sus- 
pension of  specie  paymeot.are  in  my  opinion,  fea- 
tures which  deform  tbe  plan,  and  will  prove  tbe 
roost  inveterateenemiestoito  success.  On  tbis 
sttbject,  I  4bittk,  not  a  man  can  doubt,  who  at- 
tended to  thc'conciusive. reasoning  of  my  honora- 
ble/riend.  It  would  but  diminish  iu  irresistible 
force,  for  me  to  attempt  to  fortify  his  eloquent  ai^ 
gument.  I  rejoice,  sir,  that  those  details  bave 
been  stricken  from  the  .  bill ;  aad  as  they  an 
eqaaiiy  inconsistent  with  the  principles  and  tbe 
successful  operation  of  tbe  former  plan,  as  they 
are  with  that  on  tbetaUe,  I  most  swcerdy  trust 
they  will  aeeer  the  suffered  to  accompany  any 
svstetn  which  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  this 
House. 

Before  I  quit  .this  part  of  the  subject,  I  b^  tbe 
attention  of  tbe  House  to  a  topic  which  I  consider 
of  no  little  importance,  as  it  relates  as  well  to  the 
justice  as  the  permanent  fiscal  poliey  of  tbisQov- 
emment.  I  mean,  sir,  the  inieresu  and  olaimsof 
tbe  holders  of  tbe  stock,  which  the  Secretary 
proposes  to  place  in  the  bank. 

Mr.  Speaker ;  when  I  cMk  of  these  ttcn,  I 
speaJc  of  aentlemen.  lew  of  whom  are  bnosrn  to 
me-— 1  hoM  them,  bxe  all  other  men,  ^  enemies  in 
war,  in  peace  fneads." 

Kn  BO  way,  a«  I  partial  to  them.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  have  no  doubt  that  the  peeooiary  aids, 
which  they  have  furnished  for  the  prosecution  of 
this  war,  have  proved  most  injurious  to  oor  noon- 
try.  If  they  bad  withheld  their  aid.  the  storm  of 
war  must  have  ceased  to  roll  onward ;  and  peace, 
an  honorable  and  advantageous  peace,  would  long 
since  have  blessed  the  nation.  A  peace,  to  which 
at  this  memeat  every  member  of  the  Adminis- 
tration would  tbink  it  happiness  to  fiy.  from  the 
evils  which  are  accnmulating  on  tbeir  guilty 
heads. 

It  is  not  wonderful,  therefore,  that  the  honora- 
ble friends  who  sit  mound  me  should  regard  tbe 
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conduct  of  these  gentlemen  with  disapprobation, 
and  look  to  their  claims  with  coldness,  if  not  with 
antipathy.  Yet,  sir,  they  are  the  legal  creditors 
of  the  nation,  entitled  to  the  same  justice  and 
equity  with  those  who  became  creditors  before 
them.  And  if  I  am  sure  of  anything,  depending 
on  the  judgment  of  man,  it  is  this :  that  whatever 
may  be  the  feelings  of  my  honorable  friends,  those 
feelings  will  not  for  a  moment  be  suffered  to  con- 
trol their  conduct,  upon  a  question  of  such  vital 
and  permanent  consequence  to  the  nation. 

But,  sir,  I  would  ask  the  authors  and  supporters 
of  the  war  on  this  floor,  how  it  consists  with  the 
plain  principles  of  gratitude  and  honor  for  them 
to  treat  these  creditors  with  reproach  or  their 
claims  with  indifference? 

They  relied  on  loans  to  keep  in  motion  their 
whole  machinery  of  Government  and  war.  Xo 
procure  these  loans,  all  the  arts  of  persuasion  and 
remonstrance  were  played  off  upon  the  public  j 
"  lives  and  fortune  and  sacred  honor'^  men  stood 
aloof— the  whole  machinery  of  war  was  disor- 
dered, and  about  to  run  down. 

In  these  critical  moments,  these  men  stepped 
forth  and  saved  you  from  disgrace  abroad,  and  in- 
dignation at  home.  They  went  to  the  very  top 
of  the  market  in  their  offers.  True,  the  condi- 
tions were  disgraceful  to  you  and  injurious  to 
your  country ;  but  let  them  not  be  blamed  for  this, 
for  prudent  men  ercn  then  believed,  that,  by  giv- 
ing you  their  property  on  any  terms,  they  exhib- 
ited a  lunacy  or  follv  amply  sufficient  to  consign 
them  to  the  care  or  a  guardian  or  conservator. 
Under  these  circumstances,  is  it  for  you  to  re- 

§  roach  them— von,  to  whose  interests  they  have 
evoted  their  fortunes,  all  but  their  honor  ?  Is 
such  the  Republican  gratitude  of  modern  times 
and  of  modern  politicians  ? 

When  it  has  been  stated  that  the  bill  on  your 
table  would,  by  the  new  and  enormous  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  produce  the  ruin  of  these  men,  it 
has  been  coolly  answered— are  we  their  guar- 
dians ?  Are  we  responsible  for  their  ruin  ?  Are 
we  bound  to  more  tnan  a  strict  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  our  contract?  An  honorable  ffentle- 
man  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  LownoesJ  with 
unusual  ability  and  eloquence,  has  attempted  to 
prove  that  this  bill  violates  neither  the  justice  or 
equitjr  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

With  that  honorable  gentleman,  so  well  quali- 
fied as  he  is  to  decide  this  question,  not  only  by 
the  strong  powers  of  ifitellect,  but  by  those  lofty 
and  honorable  feelings  which  adorn  his  character, 
I  anCi  unwilling  to  disagree.  I  would  yield  much 
to  his  opinion. 

Strict  justice  and  equity,  perhaps,  require  no 
more  of  us  than  a  rigid  compliance  with  the  terms 
of  our  contract.  But  as  we  have  not  contracted 
to  furnish  a  bank  for  the  reception  of  stock,  nor  to 
refrain  from  an  emission  of  Treasury  notes,  we 
may,  perhaps,  refuse  the  former,  and  perform  the 
latter,  without  any  violation  of  our  faith.  Cer- 
tainly we  may  do  so.  if,  upon  a  candid  view  of  the 
whole  ground,  the  safety  of  the  State  or  the  es- 
sential interests  of  the  people  shall  require  either 
at  our  hands. 

13th  Coir.  3d  SBg8.~22 


But  I  would  ask  that  honorable  gentleman^  if. 
in  deciding  on  the  course  which  the  faith  ana 
interests  ofthe  country  require,  nothing  eUe  is  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  than  the  mere  terms 
of  our  contracts  ?  Is  it  not  the  first  dictate  of 
justice  and  generosity,  that  you  should  pass  be- 
yond the  legal  forms  of  your  contracts,  and  take 
especial  care  that  those  who  have  confided  their 
fortunes  to  your  faith,  from  which  there  can  be 
no  appeal,  should  not  be  ruined  by  any  course  of 
fiscal  policy  which  you  may  resolve  to  pursue? 
If  this  be  not  so — yet,  I  would  again  ask  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  are  there  not  considerations  of 
higher  import,  and  more  durable  consequence, 
which  you  must  respect  ?  I  mean  the  permanent 
interests  of  the  nation  itself. 

In  modern  times,  loans  are  the*  great  and  only 
resources  of  Qovernment  in  their  wars.  With- 
out a  resort  to  the  system  of  loaning,  in  some 
form,  not  a  Gk>veroment  of  modern  Europe  would 
have  survived  the  universal  tempest  which  has 
shaken  them  all  to  their  deepest  foundations.  To 
preserve  such  a  resource  to  a  Qovernment,  the 
course  of  her  fiscal  policy  must  regard  the  inter- 
ests of  her  creditors,  and  speak  undoubted  secu- 
rity to  those  who  possess  the  surplus  capital  of  the 
country. 

In  this  important  science,  it  is  not  degrading  to 
receive  the  lessons  of  experience,  even  from  our 
enemy.  The  credit  and  the  finances  of  England 
had  languished  for  nearly  a  century,  under  the 
influence  of  a  flscal  machine  called  a  Sinking 
Fund,  not  unlike  our  own  miserable  institution, 
having  the  same  name,  for  the  last  twelve  years. 

In  the  year  1784,  when  Mr.  Pitt  became  the 
financial  minister  of  England,  he  found  her  finan- 
ces in  a  state  of  rapid  decline,  not  unlike  our 
own  at  the  present  period.  Her  credit  was  im- 
paired; her  stocks  consequently  low;  a  debt  of 
enormous  amount,  and  daily  increasing;  without 
sufficient  revenue  to  dischiiirge  the  annual  divi- 
dends as  they  became  due  to  the  creditors.  In- 
stantly, resolving  to  triumph  over  every  difficul- 
ty, he  risked  his  popularity  and  his  place,  that  he 
might  perform  the  great  duties  which  he  owed 
his  countrv.  He  increased  the  taxes,  funded  the 
floating  cfaims  on  the  Treasury,  and  adopted 
safe  and  energetic  rules  for  organizing  the 
finances. 

In  the  year  1786  he  established  a  sinking  fund, 
on  principles  which  promised  undoubted  success. 
But,  in  the  year  1792,  upon  the  suggestion  of  his 
great  rival,  he  introduced  into  his  system  that 

grand  improvement  in  finance  which  will  render 
is  name  as  immortal  as  the  fame  of  his  country. 
Henceforward,  under  each  loan,  taxes  were  to  be 
placed  and  inviolably  pledged,  sufficient  annually 
to  discharge  the  interest,  and  one  per  cent,  upon 
its  principal,  until  its  entire  extinction  shoula  be 
accomplished.  By  this  improvement,  not  the 
slightest  departure  from  which  has  ever  been  al- 
lowed, the  creditors  of  England  have  become  an- 
nuitants, and  her  loan  annuities  determinable,  at 
periods  more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  price 
of  stocks  in  the  market. 
But  this  acknowledged  chieflain  of  modern 
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fioanciers  did  not  stop  here.  He  knew  that  the 
capitalists  of  the  country,  who  were  also  her  cred- 
itors, were  his  only  sure  resource  in  times  of  na- 
tional alarm.  Their  interests  were  cherished  in 
all  his  fiscal  policy;  they  were  constantly  con- 
sulted in  the  formation  of  all  his  plans;  and  his 
measures  were  arranged  upon  principles  of  an 
enlarged  policy,  embracing  in  its  scope,  what  he 
considered  inseparably  connected,  the  interest  of 
the  creditor  and  the  public  credit  of  his  country. 
Hence  it  was,  that  though  the  black  cloud  of  de- 
struction hovered  over  his  island  for  twenty 
years;  in  the  darkest  hours  of  a  long,  eventful, 
and  mortal  struggle,  in  which  his  country  was 
engaged  for  her  existence;  even  in  that  day  of 
despair,  when  the  colossal  tyrant  of  France  ar- 
rayed his  myriad  of  slaves,  and  threatened  to 
pour  them  across  the  Channel,  he  never  for  a 
moment  lost  the  confidence  of  the  capitalists  of 
his  country,  but  was  always  able  to  elicit  sup- 
plies equal  to  his  wants,  and  on  conditions  mod- 
erate and  advantageous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  you  would  preserve  to  your 
Government  a  similar  resource,  pursue  the  exam- 
ple of  this  great  minister;  and' then,  though  this 
war  should  continue,  and  tenfold  darkness  should 
settle  on  your  prospects,  you  will  fasten  to  your 
interests  a  body  of  men  able  and  willing  to  suc- 
cor you  in  the  day  of  your  deepest  distress. 

But,  sir,  what  a  cold  and  sickening  contrast 
does  your  policy  present.  Like  ^  the  Jew  of  Ven- 
ice," you  refer  all  to  "  your  bond."  Your  "  bond" 
becomes  the  substitute  for  your  judgment — the 
rigid  test  of  your  justice  and  gratitude.  When, 
standing  on  the  very  verge  of  ruin,  your  creditors 
cry  to  you  for  preservation ;  you  point  to  the 
bond,  and  in  cool  triumph  ask,  ^'is  it  there  writ- 
ten?" They  show  you  that  your  policy  is  their 
total  destruction,  and  invoke  you  to  spare  them; 
YOU  point  to  your  contract,  and  exclaim,  "  Here 
'  is  our  warrant.  We  have  a  right  to  a  pound 
'  of  flesh,  and  we  will  have  it,  though  your  heart's 
*  blood  shall  stream  upon  the  knife." 

Go  on,  Mr.  Speaker :  Perhaps,  in  these  days  of 
disorder,  policy  and  justice  are  no  more  insepar- 
able. It  is  possible  that,  in  the  vicissitudes  of 
modern  times,  human  nature  has,  also,  been  revo- 
lutionized. If  so,  your  policy  may  be  well  adapt- 
ed to  the  actual  condition  of  things.  Go  on,  sir ; 
it  may  be  that  the  mind  of  man  is  no  longer  in- 
fluenced by  the  same  motives — excited  by  the 
same  objectsj  as  in  former  days.  It  is  possible 
that  experience  has  become  a  mere  idle  babbler, 
and  history  an  instrument  of  deception.  If  so, 
vour  course  may  prove  triumphant.  It  is  possi- 
ble that,  with  the  clamors  of  thousands  whom  you 
have  ruined  sounding  in  your  ears,  you  may  pass 
at  once  to  the  destruction  of  other  thousands. 
But,  sir,  believe  me,  if  '^man  is  vet  man,"  with 
the  destruction  you  will  now  work  will  end  your 
power  of  mischief.  Do  not  believe — be  not  mad- 
men enough  to  hope— that  after  you  shall  have 
coolly  perpetrated  the  ruin  of  your  present  cred- 
itors, you  will  find  others,  idiots  enough,  to 
throw  their  fortunes  within  "  the  scope  oi  your 
policy." 


I  turn  now,  sir,  to  a  particular  examination  of 
the  bill  before  you.  The  bank  to  be  incorporated 
by  this  bill,  is  modelled  on  the  novel  plan  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoun;;  and  its  objects  are  the  same  as  were 
those,  intended  by  that,  for  which  it  has  become 
a  substitute.  Indeed,  wiih  the  exception  of  the 
right  of  the  Government  to  subscribe,  which  is 
stricken  from  this  bill,  the  bank  will  present  the 
same  proportions  of  stock  and  specie,  a  capital  of 
the  same  complexion  and  consistency,  subject  to 
the  same  objections,  and  in  its  operations  opposed 
by  the  same  obstacles  which  have  been  suppos^ed 
conclusive  against  the  success  of  the  first  project. 
The  grand  di!«tinction  between  the  two  projects 
is  this :  The  first  plan  relied  on  loans  for  the  re- 
lief of  Government,  and  was  modelled  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  loans  practicable.  This 
plan  renounces  all  hopes  of  future  loans,  and  pro- 
poses, as  a  succedaneum,  the  issuing  of  twenty* 
four  millions  of  Treasury  notes.  And  on  these 
notes  alone  is  the  Government  to  rely  for  present 
relief,  and  for  all  its  supplies  during  the. ensuing 
year.  These  Treasury  notes  are  intended  to 
range  awhile  through  the  country  as  a  currencVf 
pass  into  a  solid  mass  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  settle 
quietly  and  in  full  credit  into  the  vaults  of  a 
bank;  and,  assuming  there  yet  another  sbape^  to 
flutter  forthj  and  constitute  another  circulating 
medium.  Sir,  the  process  is  captivating  in  theory, 
charming  to  the  fancy;  but,  unless  I  am  miicti 
mistaken,  it  is  one  of  those  splendid  visions  which 
the  noble  science  of  alchymy  has  often  produced, 
to, mortify  the  pride  and  disappoint  the  hopes 
of  man.  It  has  no  practicable  qualities,  and  the 
danger  is,  that  while  you  are  pur^suing  the  unsub-  . 
stantial  vision,  admiring  its  varied  colors,  and 
fanciful  forms,  the  mighty  bubble  will  burst,  and 
leave  you  in  the  midst  of  mortification  and  despair. 

It  will  be  perceived,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  should 
these  Treasury  notes  make  their  grand  tour  ever 
so  brilliantly,  before  they  arrive  at  the  vaults  of 
the  bank  they  setrle  down  into  stock,  just  like  the 
stock  now  existing,  of  no  more  value  in  itself^ 
and  combining  no  superior  qualities.  And  there- 
fore it  was  that  I  stated,  when  this  bank  shall 
have  passed  its  periods  of  danger,  and  issue  forth 
a  full  grown  bank,  it  will  be  in  no  wise  better 
calculated  to  aid  the  Government  or  furnish  a 
national  currency,  than  a  bank  formed  of  the 
stock  already  existing.  In  this  respect,  the  two 
plans  are  upon  a  level.  It  is  to  the  process,  to 
which  I  have  above  alluded,  that  I  object,  as  il- 
lusory, and  highly  dangerous  to  the  country. 
Your  Treasury  notes  never  can  be  kept  at  par; 
they  will  probably  never  reach  the  bank  at  all; 
and  if  they  do  so,  it  will  be  after  they  have 
scourged  the  land  by  a  dreadful  depreciation,  and 
through  the  ruin  of  thousands  who  shall  hold 
them. 

Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  adoption  of 
this  plan  precludes  all  hopes  of  contracting  loans; 
indeed,  it  professes  to  become  an  entire  subsiitate 
for  the  system  of  loaning.  In  three  months  from 
the  passing  this  bill,  the  whole  twenty-four  mil- 
lions must  issue  forth,  like  the  locusts  of  BgJTpt} 
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to  scourge  the  land.  For  the  supplies  even  of 
the  present  quarter,  your  Treasury  must  obtaiu 
thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  or  your  oootracts 
must  all  be  violated.  During  the  first  quarter  of 
the  next  year  you  can  expect  but  little  aid  from 
taxes;  yet  your  armies  most  be  recruited  and 
paid.  Preparations  of  vast  magnitude  for  the 
next  Summer  must  be  made;  for  then  you  must 
engage  in  a  mortal  struggle,  upon  the  issue  of 
which  vott  have  placed  the  existence  of  the  coun- 
try. The  issuing  of  these  notes  will  be  your  only 
resource.  Loans,  I  repeat  it,  virill  be  out  of  the 
question.  You  not  only  will  have  left  the  pres- 
ent stock  a  massive  drug  in  the  market,  pressing 
to  the  earth  the  moneyed  men  of  the  country,  but 
you  will  have  added  to  its  weight  by  masses  of 
new  stock  in  the  form  of  Treasury  notes.  In  the 
nature  of  things,  therefore,  you  will  be  bound  to 
issue  all  the  notes  in  your  power  to  put  forth. 
Do  you  imagine  that  they  can  be  circulated  at 
par  upon  your  credit  alone?  Those  who  believe 
so,  have  but  little  knowledge  of  the  worthless 
state  of  public  credit.  They  have  not  seen  the 
contractors  tremble,  the  merchaiHs  frown,  the 
farmers  scowl,  and  the  speculators  laugh,  at  the 
very  name  of  public  credit.  Sir,  such  an  expec- 
tation is  utterly  fallacious. 

Of  all  paper,  Government  bills  are  the  most 
unfit  for  a  circulating  medium.  I  might  read 
from  the  pages  of  the  great  founder  of  your  whole 
financial  system,  arguments  conclusive,  to  show 
the  wide  difference  between  a  paper  medium,  de- 
pending upon  the  faith  of  Government  alone,  and 
that  which  is  founded  on  the  capital  of  a  private 
bank.  The  former  has  no  bounds  to  its  issue, but 
the  discretion  which  generally  becomes  another 
name  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Government.  It 
is  always  suspected,  always  received  with  doubt 
and  hesitation,  and,  therefore,  always  depreciates. 
While  the  latter,  founded  on  solid  capiul,  always 
protected,  regulated,  and  restrained  by  the  honor 
and  integrity  of  the  directors,  fortified  by  the  in- 
terest of  the  stockholders  and  the  existence  of  the 
bank,  all  of  which  are  jeopardized  by  an  over 
issue,  comes  to  the  public  with  the  strongest  title 
to  their  confidence,  and  is  generally  received  and 
eirculated.  The  works  of  the  lamented  Hamil- 
ton are  now  before  me;  I  will  not  detain  the 
House,  but  refer  them  to  his  argument  upon  this 
interesting  subject. 

If  these  objections  in  the  general  are  well 
founded,  it  does  appear  to  me,  that  the  peculiar 
qualities  of  the  paper  contemplated  by  this  bill, 
will  render  it  a  mere  burlesque  on  the  very  name 
of  a  circulating  medium.  Experience  has  proved 
that  it  is  essential,  perhaps  a  eine  qua  non,  to  a 
circulating  medium,  that  it  should  bear  its  value 
on  its  face.  It  cannot  be  clogged  with  qualities, 
which  render  calculations  of  itt  worth  a  pre-re- 
quisite  to  its  daily  circulation.  But  these  notes 
are  to  bear  an  interest  of  five  and  three-quarters 
per  cent.;  their  value  will  vary  with  each  pass* 
ing  day.  Can  a  currency  thus  encumbered  pass 
freely  along,  through  the  illiterate  classes  of  the 
community  ?  No,  sir,  it  is  fit  only  for  a  nation 
of  mathematicians;  and  if  you  issue  them,  every 


farmer  must  have  at  his  elbow  a  Zerah  Colboum 
to  carry  on  the  ordinary  transactions  of  society. 

To  surmount  these  difficulties,  however,  the 
honorable  gentleman  proposes  a  resort  to  the 
tricks  of  the  Treasury.  This  paper,  and  this 
alone,  shall  be  received  in  taxes.  Mr.  Speaker, 
this  expedient  may  be  Ingenious,  but  in  mv  oftin- 
ion,  like  the  rest  of  the  machine,  it  is  wholly  im- 
practicable. Your  Treasury  notes  never  will  be 
sufficiently  diffused  to  furnish  the  people  with  a 
medium  in  which  to  pay  the  taxes.  Besides, sir, 
such  a  plan,  if  successful,  would  drive  back  to  its 
vaults  the  notes  of  every  State  bank,  and  render 
their  charters  nearly  worthless.  Hence,  sir,  in 
self-defence,  to  preserve  their  existence,  you  would 
force  the  State  banks  into  a  combination  to  re- 
sist and  defeat  a  measure  which  would  produce 
their  rnin.  They  would  all  refuse  your  notes. 
The  great  body  of  influential  citizens,  interested 
in  the  preservation  of  the  State  banks,  would  be 
arrayed  against  you.  Your  notes  might  pay 
taxes,  but  good  care  would  be  taken  that  they 
should  pay  nothing  else.  In  such  a  struggle  your 
defeat  would  be  certain.  Distraction  would  be 
introduced  into  your  medium;  its  circulation 
would  be  impeded,  and  an  indefinite  depreciation 
would  leave  you  to  lament  the  injustice  of  your 
attempt. 

Mr.  Speaker,  never  was  such  a  circulating  me> 
dium  issued  and  sustained  at  par,  under  similar 
circumstances,  by  any  Government.  I  would 
appeal  to  the  experience  of  European  Govern- 
ments ;  I  would  remind  you  of  the  assigoats  of 
France,  at  the  mention  of  which,  justice  frowns 
and  policy  blushes — I  would  appeal  to  your  own 
experience. 

It  might  be  improper  to  point  to  the  close  of 
our  Revolution,  to  describe  the  mere  spectre  of 
public  credit  which  survived,  and  the  consequent 
destruction  of  the  Government  paper  which  filled 
the  country.  But  look  at  the  few  Treasury  notes 
which  are  now  abroad;  they  are  receivable  in 
taxes;  they  are  shortly  due  at  the  Treasury ;  yet 
you  may  purchase  them  in  the  market,  from  five 
to  twenty  per  cent,  under  th^ir  par  value.  .  Let 
gentlemen  read  their  errors  in  their  own  expe- 
rience. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  gentleman  did 
not  much  rely  on  these  expedients  tosustain  hissys- 
tem.  The  bank  was  his  grand  and  final  reliance; 
the  bank  is  the  stay  and  staff  of  his  plan.  This 
bank  is  to  act  as  a  kind  of  alcbymical  engine,  br 
which  worthless  paper  is  to  be  turned  into  gold, 
the  sickly  credit  of  the  nation  restored  to  health, 
and  the  mighty  operations  of  the  Government 
and  of  the  war  sustained  and  regulated.  And 
this  wonderful  engine  is  to  work  in  this  wise: 
The  books  of  the  bank  are  to  be  opened,  and  the 
flood  of  paper,  as  it  rushes  from  the  Treasury,  is 
to  flow  rapidly,  and  regularly,  and  monthly,  into 
the  reservoir,  just  as  the  deep  and  placid  current 
of  a  mighty  river  flows  to  the  bosom  of  the  ocean. 

Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  river  should  meet 
some  unsurmountable  obstruction  cast  across  its 
channel,  its  smooth  course  should  be  interrupted, 
and  its  flood  should  be  beaten  back  towards  ita 
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■oorce*  It  would  rash  from  its  bed,  roll  over  the 
fields  whieh  before  it  bad  noarisbed,  tod  leave 
the  country  a  stagoaat  pool  charged  with  pesti- 
knee  aod  death.  So,  sir,  if  ia  the  vicissitudes 
to  which  alt  mortal  projects  are  exposed,  this 
flood  of  paper  should  be  obstructed  in  its  course, 
it  would  settle  down  upon  the  community,  full 
of  the  seeds  of  fiscal  pestilence  and  ruin. 

My  honorable  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Oakl^,)  perceiving  this  danger,  and  iu  obvious 
oonsequences,  thinks  there  is  a  remedy  within 
our  reach.  By  legislative  acts,  he  would  have 
the  Qovernraent  so  restricted  that  thev  should 
iBSoe  this  paper  no  faster  than  it  should  be  able 
to  pass  into  the  bank,  and  then  the  danger  would 
be  averted.  Does  not  my  honorable  friend  per- 
ceive, that  the  invention  ox  such  a  provision  would 
lender  the  whole  project  a  felo  de  te?  When 
you  have  adopted  this  system,  and  volunurily 
^odoned  all  hopes  of  loans,  you  will  have  no 
iliesort  for  supplies  but  to  this  Treasury  paper ;  in 
truth,  when  you  enter  on  this  plan  there  is  no 
retreat.  "  You  set  youc  life  upon  a  throw,  and 
jon  must  stand  the  hazard  of  the  die."  Accord- 
ing to  the  exigencies  of  the  Qovernment  you  must 
continue  to  issue  your  psper.  and,  if  the  bank  fails 
to  receive  it,  the  evils  I  have  described  are  ine- 
vitable. If  there  is  reasonable  doubt  upon  the 
aubi^ct,  you  ought  to  pause  long,  and  reflect  well, 
before  you  hazard  the  venture.  What  is  it  you 
put  at  hazard  1  Not  your  bank  alone,  but  all  the 
character  and  credit  that  remains  to  you;  all 
preparation  for  the  deadly  struggle  which  awaits 
fmu  If  there  is  much  hazard  in  the  game,  you 
are  made  to  place  your  life  upon  the  issue.  Should 
you  lose, all  is  lost;  the  dissolution  of  the  Union — 
the  subjugation  of  the  States  are  consummated, 
lo  solemo  truth,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  chances  are  all 
against  you ;  not  one  doubt  of  your  loss  remains 
in  my  mind. 

May  I  ask,  said  Mr.  G.,  bow  these  bills  are  ever 
to  escape  from  the  Treasury  into  circulation? 
Think  you  that  capitalists  will  buy  them  of  you 
atanything  like  their  par  value?  Will  you  put 
them  forth  as  a  currency  under  par;  thus  stamp- 
ing them  with  the  image  of  death  before  they 
iesae  from  the  womb?  Nothing  of  this  is  prac- 
ticable. No,  sir,  if  they  go  forth  at  all,  they  must 
pass  to  your  contractors,  your  commissaries,  your 
soldiers,  and  your  sailors— to  any  of  your  credit- 
ors who  prefer  your  paper  to  your  parol  promise. 
Hence,  it  is  possible  they  may  pass  to  others,  and 
thus  obtain  a  partial  circulation  among  the  mer- 
ehants,  farmers,  and  mechanics. 

But,  sir,  are  we  deluded  enough  to  expect  that 
these  men  will  place  them  in  the  bank  ?  All  their 
active  capital  is  necessary  for  (heir  ordinary  pur- 
suits; essential  to  put  in  motion  and  extract  profit 
from  their  own  fixed  property.  To  establish 
banks,  is  as  far  removed  from  all  their  views  and 
objects  as  it  is  inimical  to  their  pursuits  and  in- 
terests. Sometimes,  when  a  bank  has  been  long 
established,  and  has  gained  reputation  for  prudent 
management,  this  class  of  men  do  invest  small 
ttuna  in  its  stocks,  both  for  profit  and  security ; 
but  never  do  you  find  them,  to  any  material  ex- 


tent, risking  their  bard-earned  fortunes  in  specu- 
lations novel  and  uncertain. 

When  I  heard  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun^  dilating  upon  the 
wide  difiusion  of  these  notes,  whereby  the  farmers 
of  the  North  and  the  Sooth,  and  the  East  and  the 
West,  would  be  furnished  with  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  this  great  national  speculation,  I 
could  consider  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  rhe- 
torical flourish  to  attract  (avor  to  his  project ;  I 
considered  it  as  a  mere  *' springe  to  catch  wood- 
cocks." And  the  House  must  have  been  amused 
to  observe  how  suddenly  the  honorable  delegate 
from  Missouri  (Mr.  Babtok)  was  noosed.  He 
actually  prevailed  on  the  House  to  open  a  sub- 
scription, somewhere  in  the  forests  of  the  West, 
near,  as  I  am  informed,  the  for  settlement  on  Co- 
lumbia river. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  could  not  but  be  diverted  at  the 
amusing  little  contest  upon  this  .subject,  between 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
and  his  friend  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Fisk.)  The 
latter  gentleman  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  that 
he  saw  the  ruin  of  his  party  lurking  in  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill.    **  Why,"  said  he,  "  the  capiul- 

*  ists  alone  can  buy  the  Treasury  notes  and  form 
'  the  bank.    Those  who  belong  to  the  Adminis- 

*  tration  are  exhausted.     The  Federalists  will 

*  therefore  get  the  bank,  and  with  it  dash  out  the 

*  brains  of  the  Administration."  And  he  threat- 
ened to  take  his  hat,  make  his  bow,  and  bid 
gooduight  to  the  Administration,  sooner  than  to 
stay  here  and  be  blown  up  by  this  gunpowder 
institution. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carol  ipa 
rose  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  his  friend.  Ho 
seemed  to  agree  that  the  capitalists  attached  to 
the  Administration  might  have  been  somewhat 
surfeited  with  the  paper  potions  they  had  too 
liberally  swallowed ;  but  he  assured  his  friend 
that  one  sure  resource  remained  to  the  party.— 
"^  Have  we  not,"  he.  exclaimed,  "  the  rich  yeo- 

*  manry  of  the  country  on  our  side  ?  Are  they 
'  not  the  pride  and  boast  of  our  party  ?.  And  will 
'  not  our  yeomanry  aid  our  loans,  and  assbt  ia 

*  the  establishment  of  our  bank  ?" 

And  be  seemed  to  conclude,  that  his  friend 
might  safely  let  his  hat  hang  on  its  nail,  and  con- 
tinue to  sit  and  to  vote,  until  something  more 
subsuntial  should  ^  push  him  from  his  stool." 
The  ffentleman  from  Vermont,  though  evidently 
puzzled  by  this  bold  appeal,  appeared  to  me  not 
entirely  satisfied.  I  saw  a  smile  on  his  face, 
which  seemed  contemptuously  to  say :  *^  Yes,  yes, 
we  have  the  rich  yeomanry  with  us ;  and  they 
have  their  cotton  fields  and  their  corn  fields,  but 
will  they  convert  them  into  loans?  They  also 
have  their  pigs  and  their  poultry,  but  will  they 
place  them  in  your  bank?"  Sir,  the  plain  practi- 
cal common  sense  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont taught  him,  that  all  the  talk  about  the  wide 
difiusion  of  this  Treasury  paper,  to  aflford  oppor- 
tunities to  our  farmers  to  subscribe  to  the  bank, 
was  the  airy  creation  of  inexperience  and  enthu- 
siasm. 

Does  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in- 


^^ 


mSTOET  OF  CONaiUBSS. 


682 


NOTBMBER,  1814. 


Bank  of  the  United  State: 


H.OPR. 


deed,  expect  any  material  aid  in  establishioghis 
bank  from  this  worthy  class  of  oar  citizens?  The 
experience  of  this  war  should  correct  his  error. 
Tour  late  loans  were  authorized  to  support  this 
just  and  necessary  war;  to  prosecute  your  holy 
crusade  agynst  the  Canadas.  Of  course,  every 
motive  ofpatriotism  would  impel  "  our  yeoman- 
ry" to  step  forth  with  all  their  means.  Your 
Gorernment  called  loudly  for  the  aid  of  its  friends 
Was  its  voice  heard  by  "our  yeomanrv7"  Let 
the  gentleman  step  to  the  Treasury,  and  see  how 
mucn  of  the  late  loan  has  been  taken  by  the  plain 
farmers  of  Kentucky,  the  proud  planters  of  Caro- 
lina, the  lords  of  the  soil  of  Virginia?  He  will 
find  a  beggarly  account  of  pitiful  subscriptions. 

Even  now,  sir.  when  vour  Treasury  contains 
not  one  dollar,  when  this  nonest  and  glorious  war 
is  about  to  expire,  merely  for  want  of  nourish- 
ment, where  are  these  patriotic  supporters  of  Ad- 
ministration ?  You  have  loans  unfilled — your 
CK>vernment  in  tones  of  deep  anguish  call  for  suc- 
cor, and  yet  ''our  rich  yeomanry."  who  are  able  to 
invest  millions  in  bank  stock,  are  nowhere  to  be 
found.  They  abandoned  their  leaders  and  their 
war  in  this  their  darkest  and  most  perilous  hour. 

Did  I  believe  that  these  men  were  exclusively 
supporters  of  this  war,  and  that  they  had  the 
ability  to  furnish  aid,  I  should  view  them  as  the 
most  sordid  of  mankind.  But  believing  directly 
the  reverse,  and  not  having  a  doubt  that  the  sur- 
plus capital,  which  must  create  loans  and  bank 
stock,  rests  with  them  but  in  a  verf  limited  ex- 
tent, they  are  subject  to  no  reproach.  It  is  their 
part,  to  perform  their  political  duties  with  fidelity, 
and  to  wrestle  morning  and  eveninj^  with  their 
Ctod,  to  deliver  their  country  from  its  two  most 
dreadful  scourges,  the  war  and  the  authors  of  the 
war. 

'  Mr.  Speaker,  the  capitalists  of  the  country 
must  convert  the  Treasui'y  paiyer  into  bank  stocK, 
or  it  will  remain  unconverted.  Bv  capitalists,  I 
•mean  thdse  enterprising  men  who  have accumu- 
lilted  masses  of  active  and  surplus  capital,  for  the 
fiurpom^  of  venturing  it  in  great  and  advantageous 
Speculations. 

Have  these  men,  at  this  time,  the  ability  to 
nerform  the  process?  Yon  have  nothing  to  hope 
Trom  New  Bn^and.  Her  citizens  have  their 
money  and  their  capital  safe  at  home ;  and  you 
will  not  find  them  idiots  enough,  in  this  tem- 
pestuous season,  to  venture  it  on  the  6cean,  in 
any  vessel  that  you  can  build  and  rig  and  navi- 
gate. From  the  capitalists  south  of  the  Hudson, 
and  from  them  only,  must  you  expect  aid.  It  is 
a  mistake  to  suppose  the  depressed  war  stock  to  be 
in  few  hands.  The  original  contractors  retain, 
comparatively,  but  trifling  portions  of  the  whole 
mass.  It  is  widely  diffused  among  these  capital- 
ists, and  unless,  by  some  act  of  yours,  its  market 
Talue  is  elevated,  it  will  paralyze  all  their  efforts 
to  afford  any  aid  to  your  project. 

The  banks,  too,  are  groaning  under  the  weight 
of  this  depressed  stock;  They  have  received  it  in 
pledges  and  in  payment*  It  lies  usele<fs  in  their 
vaults,  and  clogs  even  their  operations.  I  have 
not  a  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  from  this  cause,  more 


than  any  other,  they  have  been  forced  to  suspend 
their  specie  payments.  And,  I  think,  nothing  ib 
hazarded  in  saying,  that  they  never  will  resume 
them,  until  this  cause  shall  be  removed. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  grant  the  ability,  shall 
we  find  the  disposition?  What  are  the  induce- 
ments for  any  man  to  purchase  your  notes  at 
par,  and  place  them  in  the  bank  ?  Is  there  any 
profit  to  justify  the  speculation?  Sir,  if  the 
friends  of  this  bank  are  at  all  accurate  in  their 
descriptions  of  it,  instead  of  inviting,  it  will  deter 
any  prudent  man  from  venturing  money  in  it.  * 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carol ina  thinks  it 
will  be  at  first  a  weak  institution,  capable  of  per- 
forming but  little  business;  that  it  must  slowly 
feel  its  way,  discounting  cautiously,  and  he  hopes, 
hy  such  a  course,  it  may  survive  its  infancy.  M^ 
friend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Oaklet)  says,  it  is 
strictly  a  six  million  bank,  and  to  that  capital 
must  its  business  be  limited.  And  my  friend 
from  New.  Hampshire  (Mr.  Webster)  has  no 
doubt  it  will  perish  by  the  draining  of  its  specie, 
if  it  should  issue  paper  equal  to  one-half  of  its 
specie  capital.  If  these  gentlemen  are  near  the 
truth,  then  it  is  indeed  a  poor  bank — a  very  beg- 
garly institution,  well  calculated  to  devour  cap- 
ital, but  with  a  wretched  capacity  to  return  profit. 
To  obtain  dividends  on  six  millions  of  capital, 
it  is  supposed  that  men  of  fortune  will  be  so  we^ 
as  to  convert  twenty-four  millions  of  property 
into  six  percent,  stock, and  lav  it  by  in  the  vaults 
of  the  rank,  safe  to  be  sure,  out  almost  wholly 
unproductive  t  Such  fanciful  hopes  can  never 
be  realized. 

But  my  friend  from  New  York  has  remarked, 
that  in  this  respect  the  two  plans  are  on  a  precise 
lerei.  If  there  would  be  no  adequate  inducement 
for  moneyed  men  to  invest  their  property  in  this 
bank,  neither  would  there  be  for  the  holders  of 
the  present  stock  to  invest  it  in  the  bank  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary.  Mj  honorable  friend 
has  not  treated  this  subject  with  his  usual  saga- 
city.   . 

The  cases  are  entirely  dissimilar.  And  so  are 
the  motives,  which  would  excite  to  inrestmenta 
in  the  difiereat  banks.  The  present  holders  of 
the  stocks  are  already  committed.  Their  stock 
is  now  a  drujp  in  their  hands.  It  threatens  them 
with  ruin.  The  motive  they  would  have  to  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  the  bill,  and  obtain  specici 
would  be,  therefore,  strong  and  irresistible— -tke 
elevation  of  the  price  of  their  stock,  the  rescue  of 
themselves  from  ruin.  In  the  present  case  there 
is  no  such  motive.  Here  no  risk  is  already  ih- 
curred.  The  only  motive  is  a  profitable  specula- 
tion— the  only  inducement,  positive  gain.  It  is 
apparent,  that  while  on  the  Secretary's  plan  the 
present  holders  of  stock  would  fly  to  the  bank  ia 
a  refuge  from  ruin,  on  the  present  plan,  the  na- 
ture of  the  institution  might,  and  probably  would, 
forbid  any  capitalist  from  approaching  it. 

If,  in  peaceful  and  prosperous  times,  this  bai^ 
might  present  a  fair  speculation,  and  obtain  am- 
ple subscriptions ;  yet,  can  it  be  hoped,  that  prt- 
dent  men  would  venture  their  fortunes  in  i^  in 
these  thnes  of  dismay  and  peril?    Look  aroandi 
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«r«  From  abrotd,  ioTaaion  is  menaced  of  erery 
part  of  your  extended  coast.  Our  cities,  the 
mat  depositories  of  oar  surplus  wealth,  hare  but 
llecble  sssuraaee  of  safety.  The  storms  of  war 
are  beating  on  our  country  from  every  quarter  of 
the  heavens.  What  is  our  condition  at  home? 
The  foul  spirit  of  party  sits  like  a  bloated  incu- 
bus upon  the  Cabinet,  and  turns  all  its  counsels 
to  rashness  and  folly.  Like  the  fabled  Gorgon, 
this  foul  fiend  dlilv  mounts  this  very  Capitol,  and 
scattering  the  snakes  of  discord  among  the  peo- 
ple, he  calls  them,  in  tones  of  fury,  to  civil  corn- 
notion  and  blooay  violence.  The  Constitution 
has  received  deep,  perhaps  mortal  wounds.  War, 
in  his  iron  chariot,  it  rolling  through  the  land, 
erusbing,  with  its  neavy  wheels^  our  civil  iiMti- 
lutions,  those  bulwarks  of  civil  liberty.  The 
Qovernment  totters  from  untimely  decrepitude. 
And  the  very  temple  of  our  Union,  toppled  from 
its  base,  is  ready  to  be  dashed  to  the  earth,  and 
to  leave  the  country  encumbered  with  its  frag- 
ments. This  country  resembles  the  strong  man 
filled  with  wine,  his  head  lull  of  delirious  vis- 
ions, and  mad  projects  of  ambition  snd  vengeance, 
xevolviog  vast  projects,  and  deciding  on  prompt 
and  vigorous  exertion;  but  bis  limbs  are  palsied, 
his  nerves  are  withered,  and  he  lies,  supine  on 
the  earth,  huge,  disgustiuff,  and  impotent. 

To  what  fate  we  are  destined  is  unknown  to 
man.  We  have  been  borne  alons  to  our  destruc- 
tion almost  with  the  tapidiiy  of  the  lighiniog. 
And  it  is  not  for  human  foresight  ever  to  con- 

iecture  whether  the  God  of  our  fathers  has  finally 
brsaken  us,  and  whether  the  end  of  our  Republic 
is  at  hand.  In  such  **  crazy  times,"  think  you 
that  men,  who  possess  sane  minds,  will  emliark 
their  fortunes  in  any  vessel  whose  safety  depends 
on  such  commanders,  such  pilots,  and  such  a  crew 
•a  you  can  furnish? 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  suppose  I  am  mistaken  in 
all  this.  If  there  are  men  able  and  willing  to 
purchase  the  Treasury  paper  and  transmute  it  to 
tank  stock — the  very  process  of  trausmutation 
will  be  destructive  to  the  country.  Such  men, 
if  they  exist  at  ail,  exist  for  the  most  part  in  our 
cities,  and  are  closely  connected  by  the  strong 
liand  of  common  interest.  In  these  moneyed 
operations,  their  interests  lead  them  to  act  united 
and  in  concert.  What  will  be  their  conduct  in 
this  business? 

Fiodiog  your  Treasury  notes  wholly  unsup- 
ported, and  begioning  to  descend,  they  will  leave 
them  to  lake  their  downward  course.  Nay,  they 
will  aid  their  descent,  certain  that  they  will  re- 
main at  all  times  within  the  reach  of  their  coin. 
The  strong  interests  of  these  men  will  impel 
them  to  such  a  course,  and  they  will  surely  pur- 
sue it.  And  thus  the  whole  machinery  becomes 
disordered  by  the  verjr  agents  upon  whom  you 
rely  to  keep  it  in  motion.  Immediately,  and  of 
necessity,  your  paper  will  greatly  depreciate. 
Will  the  Government,  then,  suffer  me  to  repeat 
the  question,  Will  the  Government  then  stop  its 
issues?  It  has  no  alternative — the  gate  must 
continue  hoisted,  and  the  stream  must  continue 
funning. 


The  very  period  has  now  arrived  so  eloqaently 
deprecated  by  my  honorable  friend  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Gaston.)  Your  contractors  are 
clamorous— give  them  "assignats." 

Your  sailors  demand  their  wagesvout  with  a 
new  edition  of  Treasury  notes.         * 

Your  armies  clamor  for  arrearages.  Dare  yoa 
refuse  them  ?  Remember  the  tragedy  at  New- 
burgh— it  may  be  attempted  in  your  day.  There 
ate  Armstrongs  still  alive  to  excite  relielliao,  but 
no  Washinqton  remains  to  parry  iu  fury  and 
save  the  country.  A  new  swarm  of  ^^  assigoats" 
will  be  the  dreadful  and  the  only  remedy. 

Your  paper  will  rapidly  reach  iu  lowest  point 
of  depression.  And  now  it  is  that  the  remorse- 
less speculator  will  begin  to  prowl  for  his  prey. 

The  war-worn  soldier,  as  he  halts  slowly  and 
painfully  from  Canada,  must  surrender  the  price 
of  his  blood  for  half  its  value. 

The  widow  and  the  orphan  of  him  who  in  your 
battles  has  laid  his  bones  amid  the  snows  of  the 
North,  most  sacrifice  their  little  all  for  a  lean  sub- 
sistence.   Some  of  you  witnessed,  we  all  have 
read  and  have  wept,  the  fate  of  the  ruined  sol^ 
diers  of  the  Revolution.    The  same  picture  will 
be  now  presented,  only  on  a  latter  canvass,  and 
with  more  tragical  coloring. 
.  I  appeal  to  those  who  belong  to  the  dominant 
party.    Have  you  forgotten  the  history  of  those 
days  when  the  debt  of  our  independence  was 
funded?     Your    party  then,  with  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  at  its  head,  professed  to  be  the 
soldier's  friend  and  champion;  and  the  country 
rung  with  your  clamors  for  a  discrimination  of 
the  debt.    So  strongly  did  you  then  profess  to 
feel  for  the  soldier,  that  you  were  ready  to  vio- 
late the  most  solemn  contracts  to  save  him  from 
the  loss  of  depreciated  money.    What  is  now 
your  conduct  ?    You  are  about  to  adopt  a  system 
which  will  bring  the  soldiers  of  your  present 
armies  to  the  same  loss  and  the  same  condition. 
You  are  not  contented  even  with  this.    In  this 
bill, you  consummate  the  whole  transaction)  you 
not  only  frame  the  engine  by  which  the  soldier 
may  be  defrauded,  but  you  provide  an  asylum 
to  which  the  agents  who  shall  defraud  him  may 
fly  with  their  spoils  and  set  at  defiance  all  human 
justice  and  power.    You  do  not  intend  this  cry- 
ins  iniquity. 

r^o,  when  the  crisis  shall  arrive,  when  your 
paper  shall  sink  to  half  its  nominal  value,  when, 
like  voracious  sharks  prowling  the  ocean,  the 
speculators  shall  range  through  every  village, 
seizing  the  miserable  victims  of  their  cupidity, 
then  will  you  step  boldly  forth,  and  cheered  by 
the  approving  voice  of  the  people,  which  now 
would  thunder  indignation  against  the  measure^ 
you  would  consummate  your  goodly  work,  by 
that  unpardonable  political  sin  a  tender  law. 
This  bill  will  lay  the  sure  foundation  for  such  a 
measure. 

1  appeal  to  the  friends  who  sit  around  me. 
Are  you  ready  to  support  a  system  which  will 
press  on  to  this  consummation  of  ruin,  with  a  step 
** steady  as  time^  certain  as  death?" 

The  plan  of  the  Secretary  mmy  be  vicioot* 
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Bat  if  that  be  hurtful  ia  detail,  this  is  the  very 
essence  of  ruiD  in  its  principles.  If  that  would 
injure  the  couivtry,  this  is  the  yerv  box  of  Pan- 
doia,frora  which  will  surely  issue  tne  most  dread- 
ful evils  which  ever  scourged  and  cursed  a  people. 
Better  that  our  Republic  be  struck  at  once  from 
"the  great  firmament  of  nations,"  than  that  she 
should  linffer  a  few  months  of  rayless  existence, 
and  then  plunge  into  such  an  abyss  of  embarrass- 
ment and  misery. 

Mr.  Speaker,  J  may  be  mistaken  in  all  these 
forebodings  of  evil.  If  the  bill  shall  pass,  and 
prove  beneficial,  my  country  will  owe  me  no 
thanks  for  the  boon.  But  if  it  shall  produce  the 
evils  I  have  anticipated,  here,  in  the  face  of  the 
nation,  I  wash  my  hands  of  all  the  consequences. 

When  Mr.  Gsobvenor  concluded — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  assig^ning  as  a  rea- 
son therefor  his  anxiety  to  expedite  the  public 
business,  and  proceed  to  the  adoption  of  those 
measures  which  the  times  imperiously  demand, 
required  the  previous  question. 
'  The  call  was  sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  73  to  71; 
but  some  misapprehension  of  the  question  having 
taken  place,  a  second  count  took  place,  after  some 
little  confusion,  and  there  appeared  to  be  62  for 
the  previous  question,  and  70  against  it.  So  the 
call  was  not  duly  sanctioned. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Macon  and 
others,  as  to  the  effect  of  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill — which  some  appeared  to  think 
would  have  the  effect  to  destroy  the  bill — 

Mr.  Hanson,  to  save  difficulty  in  that  respect, 
withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson  then  renewed  bis  demand  of  the 
previous  question — which  precludes  ail  further 
amendment  as  well  as  debate — which  demand 
was  seconded  by  a  vote  of  62  to  59. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  in  the 
following  form,  viz:  "Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?"  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays. 
For  the  previous  question  75,  against  it  67,  as 
follows : 

TiAs — Messm.  Alston,  Anderaon,  Avery,  Barboar, 
Baid,  Baraett»  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Gannon,  Chap- 
pell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
CreightoD,  Cronch,  Cnthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  Vermonty  Forney,  Franktin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
6ourdin,Qriffia,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Ktlbourn,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morfree, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rich,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Udiee,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams, 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachu- 
setts, Bayly,  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd, 
Bradley,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Calhoun,  Cilley,  Clopton, 
Cox,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Maasachusetta,  Du- 
vall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gaston, 
Gieevenor,  Hale,  Hanis,  Uasbreack,  Hawes,  Hopkins 


of  Kentucky,  Hobbard,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rob- 
ertson, Roggles,  Schnreman,  Sharp,  Shefiey,  Stanford, 
Sturges,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yaneey. 

The  requisite  number  having  required  the  main 
question  to  be  put,  it  was  put  on  the  engrossing^ 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading  ;  and  was  decided  ia 
the  negative.  For  the  motion  49,  against  it  104^ 
as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barnett,  Bines, 
Bradley,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark* 
Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
bert,  Duvall,  Earle,  Findley,  Forney,  Gaston,  Gourdin, 
Griffin,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Irving,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lowndes,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pickens,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robert- 
son, Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Taylor, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Bayliss  of  Massachusetts^  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Biigham,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Cilley,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Cooper,  Coz,  Dam^ 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Denoyelles,  Desha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Haley 
Hanson,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hotbert,  IngersoU,  Ingham, 
Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Viiginia^ 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York» 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovet^ 
Lyle,  Macon,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKim,  Miller,  Moore, 
Moseley,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Saga, 
Sehuieman,  Seybert,  Sheflfoy,  Shipfaerd,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tannehill,  Tellahr,  Thompeon,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wikoz, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  MsssachusetU,  and  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania. 

So  the  House  decided  that  the  bill  should  not 
be  read  a  third  time — in  other  words,  that  it 
should  be  rejected. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB,  of  Qeor^ia^  then  rose,  and  said 
he  had  voted  in  the  majority  against  the  bill«$ 
and  was,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  just  taken.  This  motion 
he  did  make  with  a  view  to  retain  the  bill  still 
in  possession  of  the  House,  in  order  to  recommit 
it — that  the  House  might  not  be  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  of  passing  a  bank  bill  during  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  New  York,  obserred,  that  be 
was  opposed  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
which  the  House  had  just  given.  Qentlemen 
who  favored  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
had  urged  a  reconsideration,  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain if  they  could  not  meet  on  some  middle 
firound,  and  reconcile  their  conflicting  opiniona* 
Those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  bank,  but  dtfiered 
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vnerek  as  to  the  details,  roi^ht  well  vote  for  a  re- 
'CODsideration,  Mr.  M.  said  h?  was  opposed  to 
the  establishment  of  an^  bank,  aad  do  shape 
could  be  giveo  to  it  which  could  induce  him  to 
▼ote  for  it ;  and  as  the  geDtlemen  who  had  spokeo 
oa  the  question  had  not  taken  a  view  of  it,  which 
precisely  presented  thcf  ground  on  which  his  ob- 
jections rested,  he  would  beg  leave  to  trespass 
one  moment  on  the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  M.  found  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he 
considered  Congress  had  undoubted  power  to  es- 
tablish a  bank;  and  he  would  say,  too,  in  his 
judgment,  that  power  had  been  discreetly  exer- 
cised in  the  establishment  of  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  He  said  he  had  listened  with 
much  attention  and  instruction  to  the  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from  the  advocates  of  both  the 
systems  which  had  been  presented  in  the  discus- 
sion, and  he  did  not  think  either  of  them  free  of 
plyectioDs;  yet,  had  b^  been  persuaded,  that,  un- 
der present  circumstances,  it  would  be  proper  to 
iastablish  any  bank,  he  might  perhaps  have  agreed 
|o  one  of  the  projects  which  had  hieen  presented. 
He  doubted,  however,  the  propriety  of  any  more 
]^nks  in  the  present  alarming  state  of  our  coun- 
jury— paper  money  had  depreciated,  and  suspicion 
.was  so  much  afloat,  that  he  could  out  travel  the 
efedit  of  almost  any  bank,  in  three  hours  ride. 
on  any  post  road.  He  doubted  the  propriety  or 
ftd^ing  to  this  flood  of  bank  paper,  and  feared  it 
wouldhasten  the  return  of  that  singular  spectacle, 
yrhen  ^*  a  debtor  will  be  seen  persecuting  his  credi- 
tor with  unrelenting  punctuality,  and  paying  him 
Without  mercy."  He  could  not  but  doubt  the 
piropriety  of  ipcr^asing  the  issue  of  paper  money 
It  this  time. 

But,  Mr.  M.  said,  his  objections  did  not  stop 
bere ;  he  had  qnderstpod,  throughout  the  whole 
debase,  thai  this  bank  was  part  of  a  system  of 
.finance;  he  doubted  the  propriety  of  placing  re- 
lilLnce  QD  a  bank,  for  bnngiog  any  considerable 
avenue  into  the  Treasury ;  he  thought  the  proper 
office  of  a  bank  was  to  facilitate  the  collection  of 
xevenue  created  in  some  other  way.  If,  as  bad 
^en  avowed,  the  object  was  to  create  a  revenue 
by  means  of  the  bank,  he  considered  it  competent 
fot  him  to  look  beyond  the  means,  and  inquire 
ml^i  was  the  object  to  which  these  means  were 
to  be  applied  ?  He  was  free  to  confess  his  opin- 
ions haa  undergone  a  complete  revolution  on  this 
aubiect.  At  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
lie  had  felt  no  disposition  to  withhold  supplies  of 
jpaen  or  money;  he  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  in 
jthe  belief  that  the  conquest  of  Canada  had  been 
Abandoned,  and  that  our  resources  would  be  di- 
fected  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  His  opin- 
ion in  favor  of  granting  men  and  money,  had 
been  fortified  by  the  despatches  from  our  Minis- 
tars  at  Ghent.  Under  these  impressions,  he  had 
lately  visited  his  constituents,  (oy  permission  of 
^he  House,)  and,  in  free  conversation  with  his 
friends,  had  told  them  he  should  vote,  not  only 
for  the  bank,  but  a  full  system  of  finance;  and 
•Would  moreover  agree  to  the  most  efficient  Con- 
.atitutional  measures  which  might  be  devised  for 
filing,  the  ranks  of  the  Army.    This  was  his  de- 


termination when  be  left  his  district,  and  this  de- 
termination was  not  altered  till  he  read  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter,  which  came  out  in  favor  of  conscrip- 
tion !  Mr.  M.  feared  that  letter  might  be  con- 
sidered as  expressing  the  sense  of  this  House, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Administration.  He  hoped 
he  might  be  mistaken ;  but  when  he  read  the 
law  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  understood  that  a  similar  law  was  in  pro- 
gress before  the  Virginia  Lej^isiature ;  when  he 
saw  before  him  the  bill  which  had  passed  the 
Senate,  and  the  one  which  had  been  laid  on  his 
table  from  the  Military  Committee  of  this  Hoiise^ 
he  could  not  but  consider  them  all  as  giving 
*^  dreadful  note  of  preparation." 

Mr.  M.  considered  that  he  had  a  perfect  right 
to  discuss  the  question  Ojf  conscription  on  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill;  he  contended  that  on  any  bill 
which  seeks  to  raise  money,  it  was  a  legitimate 
inquiry  to  ask  the  object  for  which  the  money 
was  wanted,  and  if  it  was  for  an  improper  object 
the  money  ought  not  to  be  granted.  But  he  did 
not  intend,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  this  question  of  conscription ;  he  had  no  doubt 
some  occasion  would  shortly  present,  which  would 
bring  this  question  directly  before  tne  House;  in 
that  case  he  roisht,  perhaps,  trouble  them  with  a 
few  remarks.  In  the  mean  time  he  could  not 
forbear  to  say  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  dis- 
guise from  himself,  and  be  had  no  wi?h  to  con- 
ceal from  others,  that  he  viewed  this  subject  with 
horror  and  alarm.  He  was  opposed  to  it  in  all 
its  aspects,  and  wopid  not  give  it  any  aid  directly 
or  indirectly. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  of  late  considered  this  bank 
as  part  of  a  system  to  raise  money  for  the  con- 
quest of  Canada,  by  means  of  a  military  conscrip- 
tion. He  considered  himself,  therefore,  bound  by 
every  motive  of  duty  and  of  patriotism  to  oppose 
it;  and  he  would  oppose  it.  He  should  not  only 
vote  against  the  reconsideration  of  the  question, 
but,  once  for  all,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that,  until  the  question  of  conscription  was  dis- 
posed of,  he  should  on  the  same  ground  vote 
against  any  bills  for  men  or  money  which  could 
by  any  possibility  be  used  for  that  object. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  FiaK  of  Ver- 
mont, and  advocated  by  Mr.  Fiajc  of  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Fabrow  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  then  withdrew  his  motion  for 
the  present,  intimating  that  he  mij;ht  renew  it 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  print  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury's  letter  read  this  morning;  when 
an  adjournment  was  called  for  i^nd  tqpk  place 
just  before  sundown. 

TTcBsnAy,  November  29. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Peonsylvania, 
Samuel  Hbnobrson,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat,  in  the 
place  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  appointed  a  Senator. 

The  bill' from  the  Senate,  '^supplementary  to 
an  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  b«\nks,  bankers, 
and  eertaia  compaoiea ;  on  notes,  boniUi  imd  obli- 
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gatioDs,  discounted  bv  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
companies;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain 
descriptions;"  was  read  twice^  and  commiued  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  messasre  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  rejection  of  the  joint  resolution  from 
this  House  for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expedieocjr  of  removing  the  sittings  of 
Congress  to  some  other  building. 

THE  INVBBTIGATION. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
success  of  the  enemy,  In  his  invasion  into  this 
District  in  August  last,  delivered  in  a  report  of 
very  great  length,  together  with  a  voluminous 
mass  of  documents.  This  report  (principally  of  a 
Narrative  character)  Mr.  J.  moved  to  be  printed, 
together  with  the  following  documents,  selected 
from  the  mass  laid  before  the  Committee,  as  tend- 
ing to  give  an  impartial  view  of  the  whole  trans- 
action : 

I.  A  report  of  the  Army,  its  number  and  distribu- 
tion, previous  to  the  1st  July,  1814. 

%,  Letter  of  Colonel  Monroe,  then  Secretary  of  State. 

3.  Letter  of  General  Armstrong,  late  Secretary  of 
War. 

4.  Letter  from  the  Hon.  William  Jones,  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

5.  Letters  from  the  Hon.  lUchard  Rush,  Attorney 
General. 

6.  Communication  from  the  War  Department,  in- 
cluding the  orders  in  relation  to  the  10th  military  dis- 
trict, the  r^uisition  of  the  4th  July,  and  the  correspon- 
dence with  the  Governors  of  Penni^lvania,  Virgmia, 
land  Maryland,  and  with  General  Winder. 

7.  The  narrative  of  General  Winder. 

8.  Beporta  of  Generals  Stansbury,  ^mitb.  Young, 
Donglsas,  and  Hungerlbrd ;  Colonels  Sterrett,  Minor, 
Ty^loe,  Laval,  and  Beall ;  Major  Pinkney $  and  Cap- 
tains Burch  and  Caldwell. 

9.  Report  from  the  Navy  Department,  including  the 
official  report  of  Commodore  Barney. 

'  iO.  Letters  from  General  Van  Ness,  Doctor  Catlett, 
and  John  Law. 

II.  Reports  from  the  Ordnance  department. 

12.  Sentence  of  the  court  martial  in  relation  to  Cap- 
tain Dyson,  and  the  correspondence  between  him  and 
the  Selcretary  of  War. 

18.  Report  from  the  Corporation  of  Alexandria,  in- 
cluding tile  capitulation,  and  letter  from  General  John 
Mason. 

14.  Report  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings. 

15.  .Letter  from  William  Simmons. 

Mr.  Qrosvenor,  of  New  York,  observing  the 
ffreat  volume  of  the  report  and  documents,  ob- 
jected to  the  printing  of  these  papers,  lest  the 
length  of  time  it  would  occupy  should  delay  a 
consideration  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  (a  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,)  hoped  the 
papers  would  be  printed.  He  dissented  altoge- 
ther from  the  manner  in  which  that  report  had 
been  prepared,  though  he  was  willing  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  assiduity  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
tnittee  la  maturing  the  report.    As  soon  as  the 


documents  should  be  properly  in  the  possession 
of  the  House,  Mr.  W.  said  he  should  think  it  his 
duty  to  make  some  motion  on  the  subject  The 
report  itself  had  indeed  been  a  product  of  great 
labor — it  was  a  sort  of  chronicle — but.  in  his  view, 
it  answered  no  one  purpose  for  which  the  commit- 
tee who  made  it  had  been  appointed.  So  far  from 
clearing  up  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms 
at  this  place,  he  thought  it  was  calculated  (though 
not  intended)  to  cover  up  in  a  mass  of  prolixity 
and  detail  what  he  considered  a  most  disgraceful 
transaction. 

Mr.  Grosvbnor  withdrew  his  opposition  to  the 
printing  of  these  papers. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  the  House  would  form  its 
judgment  of  the  manner  in  which  the  committee 
had  discharged  their  duty,  from  the  documents 
collected  by  it  and  presented  to  the  House,  and 
from  the  statements  of  facts,  and  the  conclusions 
which  they  had  drawn  therefrom.  The  coiK- 
mittee  had  deented  it  their  duty — and  that  duty 
they  performed  without  favor  or  affection — to 
speak  freely  upon  all  subjects  arising  from  the 
transaction,  the  development  of  which  had  been 
committed  to  them,  except  on  the  solitary  ques- 
tion of  military  conduct.  They  had  collected  aQ 
the  facts  that  had  come  to  their  knowledge  in  re- 
lation to  the  military  movement8,and  bad  thought 
proper  to  leave  for  the  decision  of  those  equally 
qualified  with  themselves  to  judge  what  better 
might  have  been  done.  If  the  committee  had 
erred  in  any  of  their  opinions,  those  opinions  were 
subject  to  the  will  of  the  House.  In  relation  to 
the  mere  military  question,  whenever  the  proper 
opportunitv  presented  itself,  he  was  not  disposed 
to  withhold  either  censure  or  praise,  when  it  should 
appear  to  him  to  be  due.  He  would  venture  to 
say,  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  arise 
on  those  points  on  which  the  committee  had  not 
expressed  an  opinion,  on  those  on  which  it  had 
expressed  an  opinion,  its  views  would  receive  the 
sanction,  not  only  of  the  House,  but  of  the  whole 
world.  In  relation  to  himsel/',  Mr.  J.  said,  he 
claimed  no  other  merit  than  having  toiled  with 
the  rest  of  the  committee  in  making  up  an  opin- 
ion on  the  subject,  d;c. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  should  be  sorry  to  be 
supposed  to  have  found  fault  with  the  manner  of 
execution  of  the  principle  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee. He  complained  that  the  committee  had 
not  thought  proper  to  express  any  decided  opinion 
on  the  transactions  submitted  to  their  investiga- 
tion. Although  the  fact  was  announced  that  the 
enemy  had  landed  within  fifty  miles  of  this  place, 
and  that  twelve  hundred  men  of  their  army  had 
overthrown  all  the  force  collected  here  with  two 
months'  notice,  no  opinion  was  expressed  of  these 
circumstances.  Neither  would  it  be  seen  in  the 
report  that  the  burning  of  the  Navy  Yard  was 
justifiable,  or  whether  it  was  not  an  act  of  in- 
fatuation. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interrupted  Mr.  W.,  and 
led  his  attention  to  the  question.] 

Mr.  W.  said  he  objected  to  the  report,  because 
it  expressed  no  opinion,  and  served  in  no  degree 
to  lead  the  public  sentiment  in  respect  to  this  dis- 
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Aster,  sod  it  was  therefore  that  be  proposed  to 
qaestion  its  correctneaa,  ^.  He  heartily  con- 
cttrred  in  the  motion  for  printing  the  report. 

Mr.  JoBNBON  moved  to  refer  the  report  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  make  it  the  order 
for  the  third  Monday  in  December.  This  would 
leave  the  report  open  to  discussion,  in  which, 
come  when  it  would,  he  proposed  to  be  in  (he 
front  rank  and  not  in  the  rear.  On  this,  as  on  all 
other  occasions,  he  should  face  his  duty  as  be- 
came a  roan. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  suggested  the 
propriety  of  the  report's  lying  on  the  table  until 
printed.  When  the  House  should  be  in  full  pos- 
session of  its  contents,  they  would  be  able  to  act 
on  it  more  intelligently,  &c.  This  suggestion, 
however,  was  overruled,  and  the  reference  and 
printing  of  the  report,  as  moved,  were  both 
agreed  to. 

FISCAL  AFPAIRa 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  viz:  the  motion 
to  print  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, yesterday  laid  before  (he  House  by  the  bank 
committee. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  said  he  thought  the 
best  course  to  pursue  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
would  be  to  recommit  the  letter  to  the  committee 
who  leported  it,  or  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  Mr.  B.  said  he  understood  the  fact 
to  be,  that  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  public  to 
meet  any  payment  of  the  public  debt  had  not 
arisen  from  any  want  of  funds,  but  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  transporting  those  funds.  He  had  un- 
derstood, for  instance,  that  there  were  sufficient 
funds  in  Baltimore  to  meet  the  payments  which 
it  was  necessary  to  make  at  Philadelphia.  It  was 
important  for  the  public  to  know  that  the  difficul- 
ties adverted  to  by  the  Secretary,  in  his  letter,  had 
proceeded  from  causes  which  materially  affected 
the  ability  of  individuals  to  meet  their  engage- 
ments, and  not  from  want  of  foresight  in  the 
financial  department,  or  from  a  disregard  to  the 
inviolability  of  the  public  engagements.  Another 
reason  induced  him  to  believe  that  this  letter 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  At  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, that  committee  bad  reported  their  opinion 
that  it  was  not  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
further  to  rely  on  loans;  they  had  therefore  re- 
ported to  the  House  a  plan  to  provide  for  the  ways 
and  means  of  the  ensuing  year,  not  bottomed  on 
loans.  While  their  report  was  before  the  House, 
and  not  acted  on,  the  new  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury arrivied,  and  took  his  station  at  the  head  of 
that  department.  The  committee,  conceiving  it 
due  to  him  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  express 
his  views  on  the  subject,  haa  called  on  him  to  do 
so.  In  this  letter  to  them,  he  had  preferred  a  dif- 
ferent system  to  that  they  had  recommended  for 
the  relief  of  the  immediate  exigencies  of  the  Gk)v- 
ernment ;  and,  instead  of  providing  for  a  national 
circulating  medium,  had  relied  on  the  aid  to  be 
afforded  by  a  National  Bank.  Mr.  £.  said  he 
had  no  wish  whatever  to  cast  censure  on  the  Sec- 


retary  of  the  Treasury,  but  to  screen  himself,  and 
the  committee  to  which  he  belonged,  from  cen- 
sure for  any  alleged  deficiency  in  the  provision 
for  the  supplies  ior  the  present  quarter.  Every 
supply  asked  for  by  the  Treasury  bad  been  granted 
bv  Congress — being  merely  a  partial  loan  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency  created  by  sending  a  part  of 
the  twenty-five  million  loan  to  Europe  for  sale. 
The  idea  of  the  Secretary  was,  that,  with  the  aid 
of  a  National  Bank,  he  could  negotiate  the  bal- 
ance of  the  loan  within  the  present  quarter,  so  aa 
to  meet  the  demands  against  the  Treasury  within 
that  period.  No  blame,  therefore,  rested  on  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  this  respect; 
they  had  acquitted  themselves  of  their  duty. 
There  was  another  reason  why  he  thought  the 
letter  ought  to  be  committed  as  he  proposed.  If 
there  was  no  adequate  provision  for  the  demands 
of  the  present  quarter  provision  ought  to  be  im- 
mediately made  to  enable  our  citizens  having 
unsatisfied  claims  on  the  Ghsvernment  to  fund  the 
balances  due  to  them,  or  receive  interest  on  the 
amount  of  them.  For  another  reason,  he  thought 
the  letter  ought  to  be  referred.  The  circum- 
stances stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
required  that  some  circulating  medium  should  be 
forthwith  established  to  prevent  embarrassment 
to  the  Government  from  the  recurrence  of  like 
difficulties. 

Mr.  FoRSYTB,  of  Georgia,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  proposed  reference  of  this  letter  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  because  thete 
was  no  information  contained  in  it,  he  presumed, 
which  was  not  already  in  possession  of  the  House ; 
and  because  no  scheme  of  finance  was  suggested 
in  it  which  had  not  been  already  before  thateom- 
mi(tee.  It  appeared  to  him  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  misapprehended  a  part  of  the  letter 
altogether,  when  he  considered  it  as  personally 
concerning  himself.  Mr.  F.  said  he  could  not  see 
anything  in  the  letter  which  threw  a  censure  on 
the  Com  ni  it  tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  on  any 
part  of  this  House.  He  saw  no  general  reason 
for  the  reference,  and  he  could  not  see  the  force 
of  the  particular  reason  which  the  gentleman  had 
assigned. 

The  q^uestion  was  then  taken  on  reference, 
and  carried ;  and  also  on  printing,  and  likewise 
carried.    [For  the  letter,  see  ante  page  651.] 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  KiLBODRN,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  ever  con- 
sidered it  to  be  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
that  a  National  Bank  should  be  established,  for 
the  convenient  management  of  its  finances.  It 
was  with  satisfaction  he  found  that  to  be  the 
opinion  of  a  great  majority  of  the  House,  by  the 
vote  some  time  ago,  on  the  proposition  that 
it  was  expedient  to  establish  a  National  Bank. 
The  project  before  the  House  having  been  reject- 
ed, he  held  in  his  hand  a  resolution  embracing  a 
sketch  of  a  plan  which, if  approved,  might  be  put 
into  the  shape  of  a  bill.  Mr.  K.  then  offered  biB 
resolution  for  consideration. 

Reiohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant 
be  inatnieted  to  prepare,  in  doe  liMrm»  and  report  to  t^i 
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Home,  a  bill  to  ostabliih  a  National  Bank,  of  which 
the  following  ihall  be  the  principal,  or  prominent  fea- 
tniea,  tis:  It  shall  be  called  the  National  Bank  of  the 
United  Stetee.  It  shall  be  seated  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, but  may  have  branches  throughout  the  Union. 
The  capital  stock  thereof  shall  be  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, divided  into  &^e  hundred  thousand  shares,  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each.  Thirty  millions  of  the  capital 
may  be  subscribed  by  individuals,  companies,  and  cor- 
porations ;  and  twenty  millions  thereof  shall  bo  sub- 
seribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States.  The  thirty  millions,  subscribed  by 
individuals,  companies,  and  corporations,  shall  be  paid 
at  proper  periodb,  as  follows,  viz:  six  millions  in  spe- 
cie«  eighteen  millions  in  stock  created  since  the  year 
1811,  and  six  millions  in  Treasury  notes  issued  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war ;  that  is  to  say,  on  each 
•hare  twenty  dollars  in  specie,  sixty  dollars  in  stock, 
and  twen^  dollars  in  Treasury  notes.  The  twenty 
millions  subscribed  for  the  United  States,  shall  be 
paid  in  Treasury  notes  hereafter  to  be  issued,  or  in 
stock  of  the  United  States,  to  be  hereafter  created.  For 
the  management  of  the  bank,  there  shall  be  fifteen  di- 
reetom,  nine  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  the  individual 
stockholders ;  and  six  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Secr^ 
taxy  of  the  Treasoiy,  and  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  board  of  directors  shall 
appoint  the  president,  and  all  other  oflScers  and  ser- 
vants of  the  principal  bank  and  of  the  branches.  The 
charter  to  continue  twenty  years,  and  no  other  bank 
charters  to  be  granted  by  Congress  during  that  time, 
except  to  the  iMinking  tssodations  now  formed  within 
die  District  of  Columbia.  Subscriptions  to  be  opened 
in  one  or  more  places  in  every  State  and  Territory,  and 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  care  of  proper 
superintendents.  The  bank  shall  go  into  operation,  so 
soon  as  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  [as 
intended  twdve  millions  of  dollars,]  in  due  proportion 
of  specie,  stock,  and  Treasury  notes,  is  paid  in  upon  the 
aubscriptions.  The  bank  shall  be  authorized  to  receive, 
upon  ail  loans  it  shall  make,  an  interest  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  oenL  per  annum,  and  no  more.  When  the 
•ubeoiptions  shall  be  filled  to  the  amount  of  fifty  mil- 
lions, and  the  same  be  paid  in,  the  bank  may  be  required 
to  loan  to  the  Government  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  at  any  time  prior  to  the  comjpleting  of  that 
amount  of  subscription,  it  may  be  required  to  loan  to 
Government,  in  that  proportion,  to  the  amount  actually 
subscribed  and  paid  in.  It  shall  be  the  right  and  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inspect  all  the 
books  of  the  bank,  and  Congress  may  appoint  commit- 
tees for  that  purpose.  And  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  empowered,  in  certain  cases,  and 
during  certain  limited  periods,  to  authorize  or  direct 
the  suspension  of  specie  pavments  at  the  bank,  or  to 
substitute  therefor  certain  Treasury  notes ;  which  sus- 
pension, or  substitution,  with  the  causes  thereof,  he 
shall  make  public  by  proclamation ;  and  the  same,  in 
like  manner,  to  recall  and  revoke,  when  the  cause  or 
causes  shall  cease  to  operate ;  or,  in  case  of  their  con- 
tinuance, to  lay  the  same  before  Congress  at  the  next 
session  thereafter,  that  they  may  take  such  measures 
thereon  as  shall  appear  to  them  expedient 

[Had  the  foregoing  been  received  and  adopted  by  the 
House,  Mr.  K.  intended  to  have  added  the  following 
proposition,  viz :  Congress  shall  have  power,  when  they 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  extend  the  capital  of  the 
bank  to  $60,000,000,  by  authorizing  a  further  sub- 
seription,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stetes,  of  $10,000,- 


000,  payable  in  six  per  cent  stock  of  the  United  States; 
and,  m  such  case,  there  shall  be  appointed,  as  above, 
on  behalf  of  the  Government,  three  additional  directon 
in  the  board.] 

This  motion  the  Speaker  prouounced  to  be  oat 
of  order,  as,  in  substanee  aud  matter,  the  same  as 
that  already  rejected  by  the  House,  and  which, 
therefore,  could  not  now  be  resumed,  unless  by  % 
vote  of  reconsideration  to-day. 

Mr.  KiLBOUBN  remarked,  that  he  had  not  un- 
derstood that  his  motion  would  be  considered  by 
the  Chair  out  of  order,  or  be  would  not  have  pro- 
posed it  He  the  more  readily  withdrew  it,  be- 
cause he  understood  that  it  was  yet  intended  to 
more  a  reconsideration  of  the  Tote  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Eppeb,  the  House  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

TAZ  ON  DISTILLED  LIQUORS,  dec. 

The  bill  to  provide  an  additional  revenue  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  and 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  by  laying  aa 
additional  duty  on  spirits  distilled,  and  for  amend- 
ing the  act,  already  in  existence,  for  taxing  that 
article,  was  read  a  third  time.  [The  additional 
tax  is  fixed  at  twenty  cents  per  gallon  on  the 
quantity  distilled.] 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  0.  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  two  objections  to  the  bill 
in  its  present  shape,  which  I  think  probably  the 
House  will  remedy,  in  the  event  this  motion 
succeed,  in  the  first  place,  I  object  to  the  amount 
of  the  additional  duty  on  the  article  on  which 
we  are  about  to  increase  the  tax;  and  in  the 
second  place,  I  also  object  to  the  mode  in  which 
this  ux  is  about  to  be  laid.  The  double  mode 
of  laying  the  tax  now  about  to  be  adopted,  is 
somewhat  intricate  and  vexatious,  and  I  think 
would  be  calculated  to  produce  much  difficulty 
to  the  persons  who  collect  the  revenue,  as  weu 
as  all  those  who  may  be  engaged  in  making  spirits. 
Sir,  said  he,  by  continuing  the  tax  on  the  capacity 
of  the  stills,  you  subject  ail  those  persons  engaged 
in  this  business,  to  all  the  trouble,  difficulty,  and 
inconvenience  of  ffoinff  to  the  collectors  from  the 
different  parts  of  the  collection  districts,  and  carry- 
ing with  them  their  securities,  and  giving  bonds 
to  the  collector  for  the  tax  on  the  capacity,  that 
you  otherwise  would  do,  were  the  whole  of  the 
tax  laid  in  that  way;  and  now.  in  addition  to  all 
thisj  you  are  about  to  subject  tne  owner  of  every 
distillery,  who  may  think  proper  to  use  it  under 
this  law,  to  the  additional  trouble  and  incon- 
venience of  keeping  an  exact  account  of  every 
drop  of  spiriu  made  in  his  distillery,  and  render 
the  same  to  the  collector  of  the  revenue  four  times 
in  each  and  every  year;  to  be  sworn  to,  either  by 
himself  or  by  the  person  or  persons  who  majr  m 
employed  in  attending  his  distillery ;  this  I  think, 
sir.  will  produce  much  embarrassment  and  diffi- 
culty. It  most  be  known  to  every  member  in 
tnis  House,  that  in  many  parts  or  the  United 
States— I  know  it  is  the  case  in  the  Western 
country — the  owners  of  distilleries  frequently  have 
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other  persoDs  employed  to  attend  them;  and 
B0c6etimes  ip  the  course  of  two  or  three  months 
ihey  have  two  or  three  different  persons  in  their  em- 
ploy, whom  they  would  find  it  difficult  and  almost 
impossible  to  collect  together,  and  have  present 
at  the  time  of  rendering  to  the  collector  their 
different  accounts  of  the  amount  of  spirits  dis- 
tilled (during  the  time  pointed  out  in  this  bill,)  in 
irhich  they  are  required  to  make  said  returns. 
Again,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  similar  additional  trouble 
and  difficulty  must  be  imposed  on  the  collector. 
If  this  bill  passes  with  Us  present  provisions, 
he  will  certainly  have  to  keep  some  kind  of  a 
separate  book,  containing  the  amount  of  spirits 
made  by  each  person  enfi:aged  in  distilling  spirits 
in  his  district,  within  the  certain  stared  period, 
pointed  out  by  this  bill;  he  must  certainly  first 
know  the  precise  amount  of  spirits  made  by 
each  individual,  before  he  can  possibly  know  the 
amount  of  additional  revenue  to  demand  and 
collect  from  each  distiller  in  his  district.  Thus, 
sir,  I  think  I  have  clearly  shown  that  a  two-fold 
difficulty,  trouble,  and  expense,  will  be  imposed 
by  this  mode  of  laying  the  tax,  both  on  the  col- 
lectors of  the  revenue  as  well  as  those  engaged 
in  distilling  spirits;  and  that,  too,  without  the 
smallest  possible  benefit  either  to  Individuals  or 
theGovernment  And  although  I  would  have  pre- 
ferred an  increase  of  the  tax  on  the  capacity  of 
the  stills,  to  a  certain  extent,  because  I  think  it 
the  most  certain  revenue;  at  the  same  time  I  think 
it  better  to  lay  the  whole  tax  on  the  gallon,  than  to 
adopt  the  measure  now  before  us.  Either  mode 
of  laying  the  tax  I  think  far  preferable  to  this 
double  mode  of  taxation.  Either  of  the  modes  I 
have  suggested  for  increasing  the  tax,  I  think  far 
better  than  the  one  contemplated  by  the  House; 
with  only  half  the  tiouble  and  difficulty  to  en- 
counter, it  would  produce  precisely  the  same  cur- 
rent of  revenue. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
Jias  told  us  that  the  tax  laid  on  the  capacity  of 
|he  stills,  by  the  former  act  of  Congress,  produces 
a  certain  revenue  which  he  could  not  consent  to 

S've  up,  because  the  other  mode  proposed,  to  lay 
e  Ux  on  the  gallon,  was  more  uncertain.  This 
certainly  would  be  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of 
increasinj^  the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  stills, 
because,  if  yon  increase  the  tax  in  that  way  to  a 
certain  amount,  you  will  still  continue  to  have  a 
certain  revenue  to  anticipate.  But,  sir,  as  it  is 
contemplated  to  be  laid  by  this  bill,  yon  cannot 
know  what  your  revenue  will  be,  derived  from 
that  article,  until  you  can  ascertain  the  amount 
of  spirits  made  and  returned  to  the  collectors 
under  the  provisions  of  the  law.  And  in  addition 
to  all  this,  be  assured,  if  the  tax  is  increased  to 
this  amount  and  in  the  mani»er  contemplated  by 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  it  will  have  a 
tendency,  in  a  great  decree,  to  depress  the  business 
of  makingdomestic  spirits  throughout  the  United 
States.  The  price  of  this  article  consequently 
must  be  vastly  increased ;  and  all  this  increased 
priceon  the  large  quantities  that  must  be  purchased 
by  the  Qovernment  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  will 


amount  to  the  same,  as  respects  the  Government, 
as  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  derived  from  this 
article.  Certainly  it  cannot  be  the  intention  of 
this  House  to  lay  such  enormous  duties  on  the 
distilling  of  spirits,  as  to  prevent  those  persons 
owning  distilleries  from  using  them,  nor  can  it 
at  this  time  be  the  interest  of  the  Government  to 
impose  such  taxes  on  them  as  will  in  a  very  freat 
degree  diminish  the  quantity  made,  as,  by  doing 
this,  the  verv  object  of  the  law  will  be  defeated; 
instead  of  obtaining  a  larger  amount  of  revenue, 
than  that  derived  heretofore,  I  fear  we  would  ob- 
tain less.  Sir,  1  cannot  see,  for  my  own  part, 
the  policy  of  laying  such  heavy  taxes  on  our  in- 
fant manufactures,  so  useful  in  our  country,  and 
so  indispensable  to  increase  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  this  nation.  I  would  think  it  much  better 
to  bear  as  lightly  on  them  as  possible,  and  endeavor 
to  give  them  every  encouragement  in  our  power. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  return  more  immediately 
to  the  subject  before  you,  I  contend  that  the  tax 
contemplated  to  be  laid  by  this  bill,  is  unjust  and 
unequal.  A  distillery,  the  whole  establishment 
of  which  would  not  cost  more,  perhaps,  than  five 
hundred  or  one  thousand  dollars,  under  this  law 
the  owner  for  using  the  same  one  year  would  pro- 
bably  have  to  pay  a  tax  of  seven  hundred  or  one 
thousand  dollars,  being  as  miich,  or  perhaps  more 
than  the  property  thus  used  would  be  worth. 
If  you  pass  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  what 
would  be  the  situation  of  the  poor  man.  owning 
a  small  distillery  of  this  description,  with  but 
little  property  of  any  other  description,  when 
compared  with  that  of  a  wealthy  citizen  owtiing 
vaiit  property  of  a  different  description  ?  Why, 
sir,  the  {x>or  mttn  thus  owning  a  distillery,  whose 
whole  property  including  the  same  not  amount- 
ing to  more  than  seven  or  eight  hundred  dollars, 
would  have  to  pay  to  the  G'overnment  for  using 
his  distillery  one  year,  an  amount  equal  to  the 
value  of  his  whole  property,  while  his  wealthy 
neighbor  would  be  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of 
propert)[  of  perhaps  ten  times  his  amount,  with- 
out paying  naif  as  much  to  the  support  of  the 
Government.  A  law  of  this  kind,  I  think,  will 
certaiiily  have  an  unjust  as  well  as  an  unequal 
opeimtion.  I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any  mem- 
ber in  this  House  in  the  adoption  of  such  mea- 
sures as  wiU  support  the  Government  and  revive 
the  public  credit,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  we 
ought  to  endeavor  to  lay  our  taxes  and  increase 
our  revenue  in  such  way  as  will,  as  near  as  pos- 
sible, have  an  equal  bearing  on  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  call  on  each  individual 
more  in  proportion  to  his  wealth,  and  conse- 
quently his  ability  to  pay.  I  am  confident,  if  this 
bill  passes  without  alteration,  it  will  defeat  the 
object  we  have  in  view — it  will  put  down  many 
of  the  distilleries  in  every  part  of  the  countrf,  and, 
instead  of  increasing,  may,  perhaps,  lessen  the 
revenue.  Sir,  it  is  very  far  from  being  my  object 
to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  any  measures  cal- 
culated to  get  the  Government  out  of  its  present 
difficulties,  nor  would  I  have  made  this  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  changing 
it,  and  reducing  the  tax,  had  I  believed  it  was  the 
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intention  pf  ..the  House  to  raise  the  taxes  on  anf 
other  property,  or  articles  of  any  description,  equal 
to  the  tax  contemplated  hy  this  bill.  But,  oelieF- 
Ing  no  article  or  other  property  will  be  taxed 
equal  to  it,  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  as  it  now 
stands.  I  believe  it  to  be  inconsistent  with  those 
grand  principles  of  justice  and  equality  that  should 
at  all  times  distinguish  the  conduct  of  this  Leg- 
islative body.  Were  I  to  give  tbis  measure  my 
support,  I  should  believe  I  was  supporting  a  mea- 
sure, the  operation  of  which  would  be  unjust 
and  unequal  in  its  operation,  not  only  as  it  re* 
spects  the  different  States  in  the  Union,  but  also 
between  individuals  who  are  citizens  of  the  same 
State.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  McKim)  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Farrow,)  are  both  opposed 
to  the  recommitment  of  this  bill,  because  they 
think  the  House  has  previously  settled  the  ques- 
tion, as  to  the  amount  of  the  tax.  But,  sir,  it  must 
be  recollected,  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
we  did  determine  to  reduce  the  additional  tax  to 
fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  which  was  afterwards 
disagreed  to  in  the  House  ;  therefore  I  cannot  but 
Eope.^he  motion  I  have  submitted  to  the  House 
for  recommitting  the  bill  for  the  objects  I  have 
stated  will,  prevail. 

.  Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  motion. 
This  tax^he  coatended,  would,  in  the  result,  ex- 
hibit as  great  a  product  from  the  Eastern  as  West- 
ern Siaies,  &e. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  supported 
by  Mr,  HtrMPBRBva,  of  Tennessee,  in  an  argu- 
ment of  some  length,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  demonstrate  the  unequal  operation  of  this  tax 
as  affecting  relatively  the  Eastern  or  Western 
States. 

Mr.  Qrosvbnor  said,  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
not  be  recommitted.  If  there  were  no  better  rea- 
sons to  be  offered  for  such  a  motion,  than  those 
which,  have  transpired  from  the  gentleman  just 
sat  down,  the  recommitment  would,  in  his  opin- 
ion, be  worse  than,  useless.  The  gentleman,  Mr. 
G.said,  moaped  inost  piteously  about  the  unequal 
pressure  of  the  bill ;  it  pressed  the  Western  States 
to  the  earth,  while  the  East  and  the  North  escape 
the  pressure.  How  is  this  made  out?  Why, 
says  the  gentleman,  the  State  of  Connecticut  has 
much  more  property  than  that  of  Tennessee ;  yet 
the  land  tax  of  the  first  is  about  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  thousand  dollars,  while  that  of  the  latter 
is  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand.  Why,  said  Mr. 
G.,  has  the  gentleman  forgotten  that  blessed  prin- 
ciple in  our  Constitution  which  gives  a  represen- 
tation of  his  sjaves  ?  And  does  be  not  know  that 
the  consequence  was,  that  representation  and  di- 
rect taxation  should  jump  together.  Tennessee, 
with  nearly  fifty  thousaod  less  of  free  population, 
yet  has  a  number  of  representatives  equal  to  Con- 
aecticut.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  direct  tax  in  the 
two  States  must  be  equal.  The  gentleman  must 
thank  the  Southern  patriots  Tor  this,  and,  if  he 
dislikes  it,  juin  to  amend  the  Constitution.  But 
look  at  the  indirect  taxes;  by  the  report  of  the 
Secretary,  Connecticut  has  paid,  of  internal  du- 
ties, more  than  fifty-eight  thousand  dollars,  while 


in  the  same  period,  Tennessee  has  paid  only  eight- 
een thousand  dollars.  Thus,  sir,  it  is  apparent| 
the  complaints  of  the  West  are  wholly  unfound- 
ed. The  indirect  taxes  press  harder  upon  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  than  upon  the 
West.  The  gentleman  has  asked,  if  he  should 
vote  for  this  bill,  what  he  should  say  to  his  con- 
stituents, when  he  should  return  home?  I  will 
relieve  the  gentleman  from  h'n  difficulty ;  he  may 
tell  them,  that  three  years  ago  this  nation  was 
basking  in  peace.  All  the  revenues  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  (xovernment  were  derived  from  com- 
merce, and  the  country  prospered  while  you  were 
free  from  burdens.  You  became  loud  for  war ; 
you  forced  all  your  representatives  on  this  floor 
to  vote  for  war.  Commerce  was  of  course  de- 
stroyed}  and  all  our  revenue  vanished.  To  sup- 
port this  war,  which  was  in  part  compelled  by 
you,  this  bill  is  now  indispensable  i  you  must  be 
content  with  deep  taxation;  you  must  "  pay  for 
the  whistle  which  you  have  purchased.'*  This 
may  be  the  conclusive  answer,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  any 
reproach  which  the  gentleman  may  receive  from 
his  constituents. 

Mr.  Inqbrsoli^  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the 
recommitment.  In  the  dispute  between  the  East- 
ern and  Western  States,  the  intermediate  ground 
was  entirely  overlooked;  though  he  contended 
Pennsylvania  would  pay  as  large  a  proportion  of 
the  tax  as  any  other  State;  and  therefore  he  should 
vote  for  it,  because  he  was  desirous  that  State 
should,  in  the  present  crisis,  contribute  its  full 
proportion.  Among  other  things,  speaking  in 
support  of  the  tax,  Mr.  I.  said,  he  could  not  see 
why,  whenever  this  whiskey  tax  came  up,  so  many 
wry  faces  should  be  made  upon  it;  and  the  amount 
of  the  tax  could  not  be  considered  very  oppressive, 
when,  even  after  the  tax  was  laid,  a  man  might 
make  himself  dead  drunk  for  sixpence. 

Mr^  HuMPBRfiYS,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grobvenoi^^ 
who  remarked,  that  even  if  the  tat  did  operate 
oppressively,  the  people  of  the  West  ought  to 
bear  it  patiently,  because  made  necessary  by  the 
war  for  which  they  had  been  so  anxious — reh 
marked,  with  much  point,  oh  the  weakness  oif 
this  argument.  The  people  of  Tennessee,  he  said^ 
had.  advocated  the  war  from  their  zeal  in  behalf 
of  the  xighu  acid  honor  of  the  country,  whicb 
they  believed  to  demand  it ;  and  it  would  be  hard 
indeed,  if  they  were  tobe  uxed  higher  than  othe^ 
sections  of  the  Union.  be<iaQs6  more  devoted  to 
their  country's  rights.' 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  of  Ohio,  also  advocated  the  re- 
commitment of  the  bill,  for  the  general  reasons 
assigned  by  other  gentlemen.  The  tax  already 
in  existence,  be  said,  had  suppressed  or  stopped 
perhaps  one-half  of  the  distilleries  in  his  district, 
and  the  increase  now  proposed  of  four  hundrea 
per  cent,  on  the  present  duty  would,  he  conceived, 
rather  reduce  than  increase  the  revenue,  as  he 
endeavored  to  demonstrate  by  a  number  of  argu- 
ments. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  asked  for 
information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  whit 
proportion  of  the  direct  tax  within  that  Stat9  was 
paid  by  non-residents  ? 
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Mr.  KiLBOURN  admitted,  that  more  than  one- 
balf  of  the  last  direct  tax  in  Ohio,  had,  in  effect 
been  paid  by  non-residents,  though  but  a  small 
part  more;  but  that  four-fifths  of  the  soil  was 
owned  by  non-residents  ]  which  disproportion  in 
the  amount  of  tax  paid  by  the  residents  to  the 
lands  owned  by  them,  he  might  have  mentioned 
when  up  before,  had  he  been  so  disposed,  as  one 
of  the  hardships  under  which  the  State  labored. 

Mr.  McKiM  spoke  against  the  recommitment 
of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  arguments  of  in- 
equality and  oppressiveness  in  its  operation,  both 
which  he  denied.  The  consumer  paying  the  tax, 
independent  of  the  general  view  of  the  taxes,  he 
believed  the  Atlantic  States  would  pay  as  large 
a  portion  of  this  particular  tax  as  the  Western. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  re- 
commitment, on  the  ground  that  the  question  had 
already  been  amply  discussed,  and  seriously  set- 
tied  as  to  the  amount  of  the  tax  ;  though,  he  in- 
timated, he  should  be  opposed  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill  unless  a  provision  should  be  introduced 
into  it  allowing  a  drawback  on  exportation,  in 
order  to  avoid  a  violation  of  the  Constitutional 
provision  against  a  tax  on  exports. 

Mr.  Cannon  again  spoke  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion. He  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  as  it 
DOW  stood ;  if  he  did,  he  should  believe  he  was 
▼oting  for  a  measure  whose  operation  would  be 
unjust  and  unequal — not  only  as  to  the  different 
States  of  the  Union,  but  as  to  the  citizens  of  the 
same  State.  As  the  House  had  already  once 
changed  its  vote  on  this  subject,  he  hoped  it 
might  in  this  instance  yield  to  his  wishes  for  a 
recommitment. 

The  question  on  a  recommitment  of  the  bill 
was  then  decided  in  the  negative — for  recommit- 
ment 44,  against  it  HI,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Alezander,  Alston,  Bowen,  Borwell, 
Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clark,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cul- 
peper,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Dovall» 
rindley,  Forney,  Franklin,  Harris,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Hamphreys,  HuDgeiibrd,  Irwin,  Kerr,  Kilboarn, 
liVle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Murfree,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  TenneaMe,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Staart,  Tannehill,  andTancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barboar,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachasetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bigelow,  Bines,  Bovd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham, 
Brown,  Calhoan,  Champion,  ChappeU,  Cilley,  Clop- 
ton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crondi, 
Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Denoy« 
elles,  Earle,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  Vork,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Oholson,  Goodwyn,  Goordin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hall,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hol- 
bert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Vork,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Ker> 
shaw,  King  of  Massachasetts,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Law,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Mc- 
Kim,  Miller,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oak- 
ley, Parker,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rnggles, 
Sage,  Schoreman,  Seybert,  Sbeffey,  Shipherd,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor, 


Telfair,  Thompson,  Troop,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  WilUam^ 
Wilson  of  Massachasetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Winter. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  was  decided  by  the  following  vote : 

Tbas — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen,  .Bradbury, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Calhoun,  ChappeU,  Cilley,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cox,  Crawford,  Croach, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  DenoyeJIes,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Vork, 
Fonytb,  Gaston,  Gholaon,  Goodwyn^Goardin,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Haiwes, 
Henderson,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hulbert,  Ingexsoll, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  ^ 
Maryland,  &ershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Mar- 
kell, McCoy,  McKim,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mariree, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Pleasants,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rnggles,  Sage,  Schure- 
man,  Seybert,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Stockton,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troop, 
Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  White, 
Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Yancey — 107. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Cald- 
well, Cannon,  Champion,  Clark,  Creighton,  Culpeper, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Forney,  Franklin,  Geddes, 
Harris,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lyle,  Mo- 
Kee,  McLean,  Moseley,  Peanon,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvonia,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shefiby,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Sturges,  and  Thompson— 42. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Comnnittee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  two  other  tax  bills.  The  bill  first  taken  up 
was  that  for  imposing  additional  taxes  on  pleasure 
carriages  and  the  harness  thereof. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  Eppes 
stated  in  a  very  lucid  manner,  the  grounds  on 
which  the  committee  had  framed  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  presented 
to  the  House. 

This  bill  having  been  discussed  and  gone 
through,  the  other  bill,  for  imposing  a  variety  of 
miscellaneous  taxes,  was  also  taken  up  and  gone 
through,  and  both  bills  were  reported  to  the  House. 

Wednbbdat,  November  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Nathaniel  Howell,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

,The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  two 
tax  bills,  and  the  amendments  made  thereto  were 
taken  up  and  considered.  And  the  bills  having 
been  further  discussed  and  amended,  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  in  favor  of  William  At- 
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nold,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  concurred  Id  by  the  House,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
directed  to  bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill  extending  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
settlers  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  underwent  con- 
siderable discussion.  When  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bilf  from  the  Senate 
authorizing  a  draught  of  80,000  militia  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontier,  and  on  the  bill  for  filling 
the  Regular  Army  by  a  classification  of  the  free 
male  population.  The  bills  were  no  more  than 
read  tnrough,  when  (the  House  being  thin)  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  adjourned. 

Thubsdat,  December  1. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  Establishment  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the 
judges  of  the  circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States 
to  call  special  courts,  for  the  trials  of  appeals  from 
the  decisions  of  the  district  courts  in  admiralty, 
and  especially;  in  prize  cases. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Robertson,  and  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
theuble: 

Retohed,  That  so  much  of  the  rules  of  this  Hovse 
which  is  supposed  to  prevent  the  re-ezsmination  of  a 
sabject  which  has  been  decided  on,  be  suspended,  so 
hi  as  relates  to  the  estabUshment  of  a  National  Bank. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  his 
report,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  3d  March,  1813,  upon  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  several  navy  yards  belonging  to 
the  United  States ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Uniteo  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

ReprtHnUUivee  of  the  United  Statee  .* 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the  com* 
muttications  last  received  from  the  Ministers  Extraor- 
dinary and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
Ghent,  explaining  the  course  and  actual  state  of  their 
negotiations  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

DxcxMBsm  1,  1814. 

The  said  Message  and  communications  were 

read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

Relations ;  and  5,000  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 

printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. 

PETITION  OP  JOHN  APPLETON. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Appleton  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

TxxAsuBT  DspABTxxvT,  Nov,  28,  1814. 

Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  S8th  day  of  October  last. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  L.  Caxvxs,  Speaker,  H,  of  R. 

TaxASUXT  DxpABTXAKT,  Nov.  28,  1814. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, dated  the  28th  October,  1814,  referring  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Appleton  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  Secretary  respectfully  reports : 

That  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  direct  taxes  and  intamal  duties  fixes  the 
compensation  of  the  principal  assessor  by  the  number 
of  days  employed  in  hearing  appeals  and  makittg  out 
lists,  allowing,  in  that  respect,  twe  doUan  each  day ; 
and  by  the  number  of  taxable  persons  contained  in  the 
tax  lista  as  delivered  by  the  principal  assessors  to  tiw 
collectors,  allowing,  in  that  respect,  four  dollars  for 
every  hundred  taxable  persons.  But,  the  act  requires 
the  principal  assessors  to  perform  Tarious  other  impoi^ 
tant  services,  in  the  division  of  assessment  districts,  in 
the  appointment  and  direction  of  assistant  assessors, 
in  the  preparation  or  holding  appeals,  and,  generally, 
in  carrying  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  into  effect,  without  providing  any  compensa- 
tion for  those  services  independent  of  the  general  pro- 
vision, which  has  been  stated,  and  which,  it  is  seen, 
graduates  the  compensation,  by  reference  only  to  ser- 
vices performed  in  the  latter  stages  of  official  duty. 

That,  on  the  27th  November,  1818,  the  petitioner, 
John  Appleton,  was  duly  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  be 
principal  assessor  for  the  tenth  Massac^isetto  district ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  (as  it  is  undentood  and  b^ 
lieved  at  this  Department)  entered  upon  his  ofllcial 
duties,  and  performed  all  the  services  required  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  until  the  Senate  rejected  his  nomina* 
tion,  at  their  next  session,  and  until  the  rejection  was 
made  known  to  him,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of 
Samuel  Hoar  to  be  his  successor,  by  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  oi  the  Treasury,  dated  the  26th  March,  1814. 
That,  at  this  period,  however,  the  valuation  and  assess- 
ment of  the  direct  tax  had  not  been  matured ;  no^  ap- 
peals had  been  heard,  and  no  lista  of  taxable  persons 
had  been  delivered  to  the  collector ;  but  the  petitioner 
promptly  and  fairly  delivered  his  official  books  and 
papers  to  his  successor,  reserving  his  right  of  compen- 
sation for  the  subsequent  consideration  of  the  proper 
department. 

That  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  some  compensatioB 
for  services  rendered  during  a  period  of  four  months 
cannot  be  denied,  consistently  with  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice ;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  the  compensation  pre- 
scribed by  law  could  not  be  exceeded ;  that  the  whole 
was  payable  to  the  principal  assessor  in  office,  at  the 
time  of  holding  the  appeals  and  delivering  the  tax  lista 
to  the  collector ;  and  that  any  apportionment  of  the 
compensation  was  a  matter  of  private  arrangement  and 
agreement  between  the  new  and  the  old  officer.  The 
latter,  however,  has  claimed  the  whole  amount,  upon 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress ;  and  his  account  has 
been  stated  and  settled,  accordingly,  by  the  Auditor 
and  Comptroller ;  but  the  warrant  for  payment  has  not 
yet  been  issued. 

That,  under  these  circumstances,  the  order  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  review  the  subject ;  and, 
with  every  proper  deference  for  the  judgment  of  his 
predecessor,  he  has  been  led  to  a  result  differing,  in 
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•ome  Jii6aaare»  from  the  opinion  exprewed  by  that 
rmecUble  gentleman. 

He  coneiders  the  designation  of  a  principal  aieesior 
a  the  deeignation  of  an  officer,  and  not  of  a  person  ; 
and  that  the  whole  compensation  is  given  for  the  per- 
fi>rmance  of  the  whole  of  the  doty  of  the  office.  Whe- 
ther a  change  of  the  officer  is  produced  by  death,  res- 
ignation, or  removal,  the  office  itself  and  the  dnties  of 
&e  office  equally  remain  entire  and  unchanged. 

He  considers  the  opposite  construction  of  the  words 
of  the  act  as  hostile  to  its  spirit,  leading  to  a  contin- 

Smt  charge  upon  the  public,  which  the  Legislature 
d  not  contemplate,  or  to  the  oppression  of  an  individ- 
ual, which  justice  will  not  ^rmit. 

He  considers  the  apportionment  of  the  compensa- 
tion, in  this  case,  between  the  first  and  the  second 
principal  assessors,  to  be  regularly  within  the  province 
of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury ;  and  that 
the  materials  for  making  it  (if  the  parties  ^ould  not 
prefer  an  amicable  adjustment)  may  readily  be  obtained. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
TAX  BILLS. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  proyide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment 
and  maintaioiog  the  public  credit,  by  duties  on 
rales  at  auction ;  oo  the  postage  of  letters ;  on 
licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  for- 
eign merchandise;  on  carriaffes  for  the  convey- 
ance of  persons,  and  on  plstea  harness ;  was  read 
the  third  tiiy.  And,  on  the  question  (hat  the 
same  do  pass,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
114.  nays  35,  as  follows : 

Tx AS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ety,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Bradley,  Brown,  BurweU,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Gonard,  Coxe,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Du- 
vall,  Earie,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Forney,  ForsyUi,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson, 
Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim.  McLean,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pearson,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Sage,  Sevbert,  Sharp,  She^y,  Skinner,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Sunford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Telfan*,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  fiigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Hale,  Henderson, 
Hulbert  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Massachu- 
setts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Shipherd,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  and  Wilcox. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  ^^An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  duties  on  sales  at  auction ;  on  the  postage  of 


letters  $  on  licenses  to   retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise." 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  duties  on 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  the 
harness  used  therefor,  was  read  the  third  time ; 
and,  on  (be  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  120,  nays  34,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  BurweU,  BuUer,  Ciidwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Coxe, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Den^elles, 
Desha,  Duvail,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of 
Vermont;  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbronck, 
Hawes,  Henderson,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Ma- 
ryland, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Leflerts,  Levris, 
Lowndes,  LyIe,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murftee,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleaaants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  TenneMee,  Richt  Roane,  Rob* 
ertson.  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  SoiiA  ot 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Sluart,  Tanne* 
hill,  Taylor,  TeKair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  White,  WiUiams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs^  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  ef 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Clopton,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely, 
kale,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Law,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Hckering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Ship- 
herd,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  and  Wilcox. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  <'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defrayioff  the  expends  of 
Governmeat,  and  maintaining  tne  public  credit, 
by  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  per- 
sons and  the  harness  Used  therefor.'' 


Friday,  December  2. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  extend  the 
time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  improve- 
ment  on  steam  engines ;"  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  eonsideratiou  of  Mr. 
Robertson's  motion,  to  suspend  so  much  of  the 
rule  of  the  House  as  orecludes  the  reconsideration 
of  any  subject  on  which  the  House  has  during 
(he  same  session  decided. 

Some  debate  arose  oa  the  motion,  which  was 
supported  by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania, and  opposed  by  Mr.  STANF0RD,and 
others.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  was  men- 
tioned that  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  a  National 
Bank  was  in  preparation  in  the  Senate.    Mr. 
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Wabd,  of  New  Jersey,  mored  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table;  which  motion  was  negatived, 
64  to  44. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  nef^cived,  as  follows:  For 
the  motion  50,  against  it  65. 

The  Spbaksr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to 
one  from  the  Speaker  requiring  a  warrant  for 
money  to  defray  the  charges  of  this  House,  ap- 

Kizing  him  that,  the  appropriation  on  this  head 
ing  exhausted,  a  further  provision  therefor  by 
law  was  necessary.  The  letter  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  on  the  intimation  of  Mr.  Ihgbabi 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
about  to  act  oo  the  subject 

A  report  was  received  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment on  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bastern  Branch  Bridge.  The  report 
states  that  the  bridge  was  destroyed  at  the  instance 
of  Qeneral  Winder,  but  by  the  agency  of  the  Navy 
Department,  and  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  Captain  Creighton. 

This  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lbwis  of 
Virginia,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

WAR  MEASURES. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  re- 
solved iuelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oo 
the  several  bills  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee of  this  House,  as  well  as  the  two  bills  from 
the  Senate  on  that  subject.  The  bill  first  uken 
up,  was  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  into  service  eighty  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  to  serve  two  years,. 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Taoop  said,  that  the  bill  before  them  be- 
ing a  bill  from  the  Senate,  which  had  not  been 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  but  which 
had  been  taken  up  on  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calboun,)  the 
Military  Committee,  as  such,  were  strangers  to  its 
provisions.  It  was  not  to  be  expected,  therefore, 
that  he  could  give  to  the  House  an  exposition  of 
its  principles  and  details.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  no  doubt  prepared  to  do  so. 
For  himself,  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
measure  of  the  Senate,  and  would  therefore  move 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill$  it  would 
try  the  principle.  The  measure  of  the  Senate,  he 
humbly  conceived,  was  inadequate  to  the  object. 
It  proposed  to  give  you  a  militia  force,  when  you 
wanted  not  a  militia  but  a  regular  force.  He  re- 
spectfully suggested  to  the  House^  in  considering 
tbiH  subject,  the  propriety  of  endeavoring,  in  the 
first  place,  to  establish  the  principle  on  which  they 
would  rest  their  military  measures  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  war ;  whether  it  were  the  prin- 
ciple of  classification  and  draught,  or  classification 
and  penalty ;  whether  the  principle  proposed  by 
the  Senate, or  any  other  principle,  they  could  not, 
he  humbly  conceived,  arrive  at  any  conclusion 
satisfactory  to  the  House,  or  useful  and  honorable 
to  the  coaotrV}  without  adopting  this  mode  of 
proceeding.  Having  established  the  principle,  the  I 
13lh  Con.  3d  Ss88.-^23 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  a  select  committee, 
might  consider  the  details. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  very  well  knew  that  mankind 
were  governed  by  their  hopes  and  fears ;  more  by 
their  hopes  than  their  fears;  and  he  was  not  in- 
sensible of  the  effect  which  the  despatches  receiv- 
ed yesterday  from  our  Ministers  at  Qhent  might 
have  on  the  measures  under  consideration.  He 
should  be  very  sorry  if  the  effect  would  be  to  in- 
duce the  Legislature  to  discontinue  or  relax  the 
preparations  necessary  for  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war.  If  such  should  be  the  effect,  the 
enemy  might  have  g^ood  reason  to  exult  in  the 
success  of  a  diplomatic  trick  played  offfat  Ghent, 
which,  lulling  us  into  a  false  security,  would  en- 
able him  to  strike  us  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
campaign,  unarmed  and  unprepared.  If  he  should 
be  able  to  do  so,  he  would  be^n  to  consider  him- 
self a  match  for  the  Yankees  in  cunning,  and  we 
would  repent  when  it  was  too  late.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  we  would  not  have  peace 
— politics  were  too  uncertain  to  justify  such  a 
declaration — we  may  have  peace  in  a  few  weeks. 
He  only  meant  to  say,  that  calculations  founded 
on  events  which  may  happen  at  Qhent  or  at  Vi- 
enna, and  which  would  induce  the  Legislature  to 
relax  in  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  next 
campaign,  ouffht  not  to  be  indulged;  measurea 
ought  to  be  taken,  not  on  a  supposition  of  speedy 
peace,  but  of  protracted  war.  If  peace  happened, 
the  preparation  for  war  would  do  no  harm.  If 
peace  did  not  happen,  the  want  of  preparation 
would  do  much  harm ;  it  might  lose  the  next  cam* 
paigoi  and  losing  the  next  campaign  might  lose 
the  objects  of  the  war.  I  only  suggest  therefore, 
sir,  that  it  is  wise  and  prudent  to  act  as  if  the 
n^otiations  at  Ohent  would  certainly  fail.  In 
submitting,  sir,  to  the  Committee,  the  few  obser- 
vations with  which  I  intend  to  trouble  them  oa 
this  motion,  I  will  endeavor  to  satisfy  them  that 
the  measure  proposed  by  the  Senate  ought  not  to- 
be  taken,  because  it  places  our  reliance  for  a  sue* 
cessful  prosecution  of  the  war  on  irregular  militia ;« 
whereas  our  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on  dis^ 
ciplined  troops,  and  that  some  other  measure, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  resorted  to — some  measure 
calculated  to  fill  the  regular  ranks  and  augment 
the  regular  establishment. 

In  making  provision  for  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  war  there  would  be  but  one  object  common 
to  all^to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and  honora- 
ble termination  by  all  the  means  in  the  power  of 
the  Legislature.  At  least  it  would  be  an  object 
common  to  every  genuine  American,  because 
every  American  had  an  interest  in  it.  The  war 
was  a  war  for  the  country,  and  the  result  of  it, 
whatever  it  might  be,  whether  glorious  or  in- 
glorious, would  determine  the  character  of  the 
country  and  Qovernment.  If  glorious,  every 
American,  without  distinction  of  party,  would 
participate  in  that  glory;  if  inglorious,  every 
American,  without  distioction  of  party,  would 
participate  ia  the  infamy  of  it.  He  knew  very 
well  that  certain  gentlemen  had  said  the  war  was* 
a  party  war,  a  war  for  the  Administration— >hQt 
gentlemen  would  find  ere  long  their  oiatake. 
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Tbey  would  find  that  Eorope,  the  civilized  world, 
who  will  alone  be  competent  to  pass  judgment 
upon  ibfs  subject,  will  not  stop  to  inquire  by  what 
party  in  America  this  war  was  declared— by  what 
party  it  was  prosecuted — by  what  party  brought 
to  its  termination.  No,  sir,  they  will  loolc  to  the 
result,  and  to  the  result  only,  and  as  that  result 
is  glorious  or  inglorious  for  the  country,  so  will 
they  determine  the  character  of  this  country  and 
Government.  Every  American,  therefore,  is  in- 
terested to  bring  the  war  to  an  honorable  termi- 
nation by  all  the  means  in  his  power.  But  how 
is  this  to  be  done?  I  answer,  in  the  spirit  and 
language  of  perfect  simplicity,  by  endeavoring  to 
create  a  motive  in  the  enemy  to  discontinne  the 
contest.  But  how  is  this  to  be  effected?  I  an- 
swer, in  the  same  spirit  and  language,  by  endea- 
voring to  wound  him  where  he  is  vulnerable. 
The  enemy  is  vulnerable  in  two  points;  in  his 
eommerce  on  the  ocean — in  his  territorial  pos- 
sessions neighboring  to  us.  If  by  any  possibility 
(which  I  do  not  admit)  he  should  succeed  so 
effectually  to  blockade  our  ports  and  harbors  as 
to  shut  up  completely  our  public  and  private 
armed  vessels,  he  will  cease  to  be  vulnerable  in 
his  commerce;  he  will  remain  vulnerable  in  his 
territorial  possessions  only.  There,  sir,  I  would 
carry  the  war  without  hesitation;  there  I  would 
endeavor  to  create  a  motive  in  him  to  discontinue 
the  contest.  In  proportion  as  he  values  his  ter- 
ritory, in  the  same  proportion  will  he  make  sacri- 
fices 10  preserve  it;  as  you  endanger  the  existence 
of  his  territory,  in  the  same  degree  will  be  his 
motive  to  discontinue  the  war  to  preserve  it. 
That  he  sets  a  high  value  on  his  territories  you 
have  the  strongest  evidence.  He  has  already 
made  ereat  exertions  to  preserve  them;  he  has 
been  Me  to  preserve  them  only  because  yon 
have  not  made  great  efforts  to  conquer  them. 
You  never  will  conquer  them  by  taking  the 
measure  of  the  Senate.  Will  any  man  believe 
we  can  induce  the  eoemj  to  discontinue  the  war 
by  manning  the  lines  of  our  frontiers— standing 
on  the  defensive— receiving  and  repelling  his 
blows  as  well  as  we  can  ?  No,  sir,  so  far  from 
inducing  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  contest,  this 
mode  of  prosecuting  the  war  would  only  increase 
his  motive  to  continue  it,  whilst  the  motive  on 
our  part  to  discontinue  it  would  be  daily  and  hour- 
ly increasing.  A  dishonorable  peace  would  ter- 
minate the  contest — the  surrender  of  our  inde- 
rndenee  would  terminate  it^nothing  else  could, 
would,  therefore,  6arry  the  war  into  the  en- 
emy's country,  and  with  a  force  enabling  you  to 
wound  him  there.  But  the  military  force  of  the 
enemy  has  been  greatly  augmented.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  speak  of  the  events  by  which  this  aug- 
mentation has  been  brought  about — it  is  sufficient 
that  we  know  and  feel  it.  Ordinary  prudence  re- 
quires that  your  own  military  force  be  augmented ; 
not  merely  in  the  same  proportion — in  a  much 
greater  proportion.  In  a  much  greater  proportion, 
because,  all  other  things  being  equal,  he  has  one 
decided  advantage  over  yon — an  advantage  which 
we  can  neither  destroy  nor  remove — I  mean  the 
command  of  the  ocean,  by  which  he  compels  yon 


to  stand  upon  the  defensive  on  a  line  of  frentiev 
of  2,000  miles,  and  to  defend  that  line  witb  100,- 
000  men  against  10,000  afloat.  He  comes,  no 
man  can  tell  when,  no  man  can  tell  where;  and, 
to  be  prepared  at  all,  he  compels  you  to  be  pre- 
pared at  all  points.  I  say,  therefore,  your  aug- 
mentation OQght  to  be  in  much  greater  propor- 
tion than  his  augmentation.  But  what  descrip- 
tion of  our  miUtarv  force  will  you  augment? 
Sir,  if,  after  what  has  happened,  1  could  for  a 
moment  believe  there  could  be  any  doubt  or  hesi- 
tation upon  this  point,  I  would  consider  everything 
as  lost;  then,  indeed,  would  there  be  an  end  of 
hope  and  or  confidence — then,  indeed,  would 
there  be  nothing  before  us  but  gloom  and  de- 
spondency, and  the  horror  of  despair.  But  you 
will  not  doubt— you  will  pla^e  your  reliance  an  a 
disciplined  regular  force;  upon  a  regular  diaeip* 
lined  force  alone  can  you  rely  for  success.  It 
matters  not  whether  you  determine  to  eoddnet 
the  war  offensively  or  defensively;  if  yon  deter- 
mine to  prosecute  it  offensively,  you  ought  to  rely 
mainlv  on  a  regular  force — because,  to  be  suc- 
cessful, you  must  meet  and  beat  in  the  open  field 
the  regular  veteran  troops  of  Europe.  Not  one 
step  can  you  advance  in  the  conquest  of  Canada 
until  you  are  prepared  to  do  this.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  regular  disciplined  troops.  If  you  de- 
termine to  prosecute  the  war  defensively,  you  ought 
to  rely  mainly  on  regular  troops;  for  you  must  ex- 
pect to  meet  and  to  repel  regular  disciplined  troops 
— and  thiscanbedonemosteffectually  with  regular 
disciplined  troops.  It  will  be  done  not  only  more 
effectually,  but  more  economically ;  not  only  more 
•economically,  but  more  conveniently  for  the  coun- 
try. It  will  save  the  militia  of  the  country,  and 
in  savine^  the  militia  it  will  save  the  active  in- 
dustry of  the  country — it  will  save  of  course  the 
product  of  that  industry;  the  product  of  that  in- 
dustry is  national  wealth — it  will  save  the  na- 
tional wealth. 

But  not  only  do  these  considerations  urge  you, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  to  resort  to  all  the  means 
within  your  power  to  fill  the  ranks  and  augment 
the  regular  establishment;  other  considerations 
call  upon  you  to  make  the  army  as  respectable 
in  number  as  it  is  already  in  character — consider- 
ations growing  out  of  that  character.  An  army, 
little  better  than  two  years  old,  collected  hastily 
from  the  plough,  the  loom^  and  the  work  shops— 
without  discipline,  without  even  the  rudiments  of 
the  military  science — the  officer  to  be  instrueted, 
that  he  might  be  qualified  to  instruct  the  soldier— 
this  army  has  performed  deeds  of  heroism  and  of 
gallant  daring  that  wonld  have  done  honor  to  the 
best  days  of  Greece  and  Rome,  that  will  adorn 
the  page  of  your  own  history.  It  is  true,  that  this 
army  has  not  from  the  beginning  everywhere 
triumphed ;  it  is  true,  it  has  not  from  the  begin- 
ning carried  everything  before  it:  it  had  not 
strength,  it  had  not  numbers.  But  this  much  may 
be  said  of  it,  and  with  truth,  that,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  this  moment,  it  has  in  no  one  instance 
dishonored  the  standard  which  it  bore;  unless, 
indeed,  a  solitary  insUnce  may  be  appealed  to  ns 
an  exception— an  instance  as  yet  of  donbtfal  and 
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nndeetded  cbaraoter.  Mert  reoentijr  its  triumphs 
hare  beeo  more  brilliant ;  in  open  field,  man  to 
man,  it  has  vanqoished  the  conquerors  or  the  con- 
qaerors  of  Europe.  Who  can  hesitate,  therefore, 
(the  war  contiouiag.)  to  make  this  army  as  res  pee* 
table  in  number  as  it  is  already  in  character,  to 
enable  it  to  continue  these  triumphs?  The  bill 
from  the  Senate,  instead  of  proposing  this,  pro- 
poses to  authorize  the  President  to  caU  upon  the 
States  for  eighty  thousand  raw  militia ;  and  this 
is  to  be  our  reliance  for  the  successful  prosecution 
of  the  war.  Take  my  word  for  it,  sir,  that  if  you 
do  rely  upon  it  (the  militarv  power  of  the  enemy 
coBtinuing  undivided)  defeat,  disaster,  and  dis- 
grace, must  follow.  As  an  auxiliary  or  secondary 
force  the  militia  may  be  relied  on ;  as  principal,  in 
a  contest  with  regular  troops,  never.  But  the 
state  of  the  army:  Upon  this  part  of  the  subject, 
sir,  I  will  say  uolbing,  because  I  can  say  nothing 
that  you  are  not  already  In  possession  of.  You 
have  authorized  a  force  of  sixty  odd  thousand 
men ;  yon  have  raised  thirty  odd  thousand ;  you 
hare  a  deficiency  of  twenty  odd  thousand  to  sup- 
ply: these  thirty  odd  thousand  men, already  raised, 
are  distributed  over  a  line  of  four  thousand  miles  of 
frontier;  is  it  any  wonder  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
CaiMida  has  not  been  conquered?  No,  sir,  the 
wonder  is  not  that  Canada  has  not  been  conquered, 
the  wonder  is  that  this  little  army  has  been  able 
to  keep  its  ground  ;  the  enemy  has  been  stronger 
in  regular  troops  at  all  points  from  the  beginning, 
and  the  very  annunciation  of  this  fact  is  enough 
to  coTer  our  little  army  with  glory.  You  have 
a  deficiency  of  twenty  odd  thousand  to  supply ; 
how  will  you  supply  it  ?  Assuredly  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  will  not  supply  it;  will  the  mode 
heretofore  resorted  to  supply  it  ?  Will  the  re- 
cniitiug  system  supply  it  ?  No,  sir.  the  recruiting 
ayatem  has  failed,  I  mean  it  has  failed  to  fill  your 
ranks;  what  are  the  facts  upon  this  subject? 
Thev  are,  that  two  millions  of  dollars  have  been 
applied  sinee  January  last,  and  thirteen  thousand 
men  have  beeu  enlisted  ;  this  it  may  be  said  is 
doing  very  well.  So  it  hi ;  but  what  is  the  gene- 
ral result  ?  The  general  result  is,  that  our  armv  is 
Tery  little  stronger  now  than  it  was  this  time  last 
year ;  and  in  testing  the  operation  of  the  system  it  is 
to  the  general  result  we  must  look.  At  the  rate  of 
thirteen  theosand  men  per  annum,  it  would  take 
five  years  to  raise  the  authorized  force ;  the  re- 
cruiting system  therefore  has  failed,  it  has  failed 
to  fill  our  ranks.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  sir,  that 
the  recruiting  system  withthe present  hish  bounty 
and  encburagement  would  not  erentuauy  fill  our 
ranks;  I  am  not  disposed  to  say  that  it  would  not 
(provided  the  power  of  the  enemy  had  continued 
broken  and  divided  by  the  troubles  of  the  Conti- 
nent) have  answered  our  purpose;  but  I  do  say, 
that  under  existing  circumstances  and  for  our 
present  purpose,  the  recruiting  system  ought  not 
to  be  relied  on  ;  it  cannot  be  relied  on  to  111  our 
ranks  bv  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign,  and 
to  risk  the  loss  of  the  next  campaign  is  to  risk  the 
loss  of  everything.  But  is  there  no  mode  to  which 
you  can  resort  for  filling  the  ranks  but  Toluntary 
enlistment  ?    I  would  be  extremely  sorry  if  we 


could  not.  I  have  always  thought  this  Qoyern- 
raent,  when  administered  in  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  the  strongest  Gorernment  in  the 
world,  even  for  the  purposes  of  war ;  but  if  the 
doctrine  set  up  of  late  be  true,  this  is  the  weakest 
and  most  contemptible  Qoverameot  on  earth,  it 
is  neither  fit  for  war  nor  peace,  it  has  failed  of  all 
the  ends  for  which  Governments  are  established. 
It  cannot  be  true  that  this  (Government,  eharffed 
with  the  general  defence,  authorized  to  declare 
war  and  to  raise  armies,  can  hare  but  one  mode^f 
raising  armies,  whilst  every  other  Goveramenl 
that  has  ever  existed  has  had  an  absolute  power 
over  the  population  of  the  country  for  this  pur* 
pose,  and  has  actuallv  exercised  it.  But  this  ques- 
tion is  not  properly  before  the  House,  and  I  wiU 
not  go  into  an  argument  to  show  that  you  can, 
like  other  Governments,  resort  to  other  modes  of 
raising  armies  than  that  of  roluntary  enlistment; 
that  you  can  resort  to  classification  and  draught, 
to  classification  and  penalty,  or  any  other  mode 
which  a  sound  discretion  may  in  a  particular  stata 
of  the  country  dictate  and  justify.  All  I  intend  to 
say  at  present  is,  that  you  have  an  absolute  power 
over  the  population  of  this  country  for  this  purpose^ 
and  that  in  the  present  slate  of  the  country  it 
is  wiser  to  resort  to  classification  and  draught, 
than  to  resort  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate ;  the 
one  will  give  the  men  certainly  and  ezpeditiousljr, 
the  other  will  not.  But,  sir,  compare  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Senate  with  the  measures  proposed 
by  your  own  committee,  and  which  are  before 
you.  The  measure  of  the  Senate  proposes  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  call  out  eighty  thousand 
militia  for  two  years,  and  this  is  called  a  remedy 
for  the  evil  of  State.  Now,  sir.  the  evil  of  State, 
as  I  under tand  it,  is  not  the  want  of  a  militia 
force,  but  the  want  of  a  regular  force.  The  evil 
of  which  the  country  complains,  of  which  the 
Governmentcomplains,of  which  the  militia  them- 
selves complain  most  grievously,  is  the  number  of 
militia  in  service ;  the  incessant  harassment, 
vexation,  and  oppression  of  the  militia,  and  the 
extraordinary  and  burdensome  expense  of  that 
particular  service.  As  a  remedy  for  this  grie?- 
aace,  the  Senate  propose  to  detach  eighty  thou- 
sand militia.  The  President  has  at  command, 
and  has  always  had  at  command,  a  million  of  mi- 
litia ;  and  in  uiis  extraordinary  crisis  of  our  aflTain^ 
when  pressed  by  a  formidable  enemy,  and  sur^ 
rounded  with  dimculties,  the  remedy  proposed  by 
the  Senate  is  eighty  thousand  militia,  which  it 
must  be  admitted  on  all  hands  can  be  no  better, 
for  at  least  the  next  campaign,  than  raw  militia 
called  out  in  the  ordinary  way.  But  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  furnish  regular  troops.  How?  by  holding 
up  interroremA  militia  classification  and  draught. 
Exempting  every  three  classes  which  shall  furnish 
two  regular  soldiers,  from  the  liability  to  furnish 
three  militiamen.  Do  the  friends  of  this  measure 
believe — will  thev  with  any  degree  of  confidence 
assert,  that  it  will  have  the  efiect,  even  partialljr, 
to  fill  the  ranks?  I  think  not.  And  suppose  it 
should  fail  to  furnish  regular  soldiers,  what  will 
be  our  condition  in  the  months  of  July  and  Aug- 
ust next  ?    Much  worse,  sir,  than  our  conditioA 
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in  the  months  of  Jaly  and  August  last.  The  war 
%  continuing,  the  power  of  the  enemy  unbroken, 
our  condition  will  be  desperate.  The  refrular 
force  every  day  falling  off,  (for  be  it  remembered 
these  eighty  thousand  militia  will  be  withdrawn 
from  the  operations  of  the  recruiting  service,)  we 
shall  have  to  oppose  to  the  enemy  a  remnant  of 
regular  troops,  and  these  eighty  thousand  raw 
militia — and  who  will  answer  for  the  consequen- 
ces? In  the  months  of  August  and  September 
last,  we  had  in  the  field  the  regular  Army  and 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  and  we 
nowhere  found  ourselves  too  strong.  It  is  true 
the  Senate  propose  to  improve  the  recruiting  sys- 
tem— an  improvement  which  two  years  ago  this 
House  proposed  to  the  Senate,  but  which  the  Sen- 
ate then  thought  proper  to  reject.  I  mean  the 
enlistment  of  young  men  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  twenty-one.  But  if  these  eighty  thou  • 
sand  militia  for  two  years  should  happen  to  be. 
as  they  are  likely  to  be,  that  very  description  or 
population  upon  which  this  system  would  other* 
wise  operate,  what  hope  can  be  entertained  that 
the  recruiting  system  even  with  its  improvements 
will  be  as  productive  the  neit  year  as  the  last.  I 
humbly  conceive,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  measure 
of  the  Senate,  proceeding  from  the  best  intentions, 
will  fail  in  the  accomplishment  of  our  object.  I 
conceive,  with  much  deference  to  the  House,  that 
the  measures  reported  by  their  own  committee 
are  much  to  be  preferred.  They  propose — ^first, 
to  augment  the  regular  establishment  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  men  ;  second,  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sident to  accept  under  liberal  encouragements  the 
service  of  volunteer  corps ;  third,  to  authorize  the 
President  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  State  troops,  which  may  be  raised  to  serve 
in  lieu  of  the  militia  of  such  States.  The  principle 
of  the  system  is,  to  substitute,  as  far  as  we  are  able, 
a  regular  force  for  a  militia  force,  as  moreefficient, 
more  economical,  and,  for  the  militia  themselves, 
more  convenient— and  one  hundred  thousand 
regulars  would  take  the  place  of  two  hundred 
thousand  militia — two  hundred  thousand  militia 
would  cost  as  much  as  three  hundred  thousand 
regulars.  If  we  can  command  an  hundred  thou* 
•and  regular  troops,  it  may,  notwithstanding,  be 
necessary,  on  particular  emergencies,  to  resort  to 
the  militia.  To  enable  the  Government  still  fur- 
ther to  spare  the  militia,  volunteers  are  authorized. 
Thejr  also  will  be  more  efficient  than  ordinary 
militia.  It  is  impossible  to  say  to  what  extent 
these  corps  will  offer  themselves — to  whatever 
extent  the  Government  is  enabled  to  avail  itself 
of  their  services,  to  the  same  extent  will  the  mi- 
litia Ji>e  saved.  If  Government  should  derive  no 
aid  from  this  source,  it  has  another  resource  in 
State  troops.  They  also  will  take  the  place  of 
the  militia.  The  militia  will  still  continue  the 
bulwark  of  the  country.  Whenever  the  existence 
of  the  country  shall  be  endangered,  it  is  the  mili- 
tia that  must  save  it.  The  system  proposes  to 
relieve  them  from  the  constant  hara^sment  of 
which  they  cotpplain,  and  justly  complain.  To 
rtise  the  regular  troops,  you  have  the  alternative 
proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  com- 


mittee. The  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  the 
only  effectual  one.  If  we  have  energy  and  spirit 
to  take  it,  it  will  fill  our  ranks  and  augment  our 
regular  establishment  certainly  and  expeditiously. 
The  people  will  justify  the  measure,  because  they 
will  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  honor,  the  character,  and  independence,  of 
the  country.  The  plan  of  the  committee,  though 
less  efficient,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  better 
than  that  of  the  Senate.  Where  it  fails  to  give 
you  men  it  will  give  you  money.  It  will  be  cer- 
tain to  give  some  men,  and  some  money.  I  hope 
the  House  will  agree  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  Calhodn  briefly  replied  to  the  call  made 
upon  him  by  Mr.  Troup  for  the  reasons  why  he 
preferred  acting  on  the  bill:  that  reason  he  thought 
was  very  obvious;  that  the  bill,  having  met  the 
amirobaiion  of  the  Senate,  would,  if  it  passed  this 
House,  immediately  become  a  law.  Policy  ap- 
peared to  him  to  require  a  preference  of  this  bill  to 
that  reported  by  the  committee  of  this  House.  If 
the  Senate  send  us  one  bill,  and  we,  instead  of 
acting  on  it,  send  them  another,  it  would  place 
the  two  Houses  in  an  awkward  predfcament.  It 
seemed  to  him,  he  said,  that  the  whole  argument 
of  the  gentlemen  against  this  bill  was  misplaced. 
This  bill,  as  well  as  the  gentleman's  bill,  would 
produce  a  certain  number  of  recruits  for  the  reg- 
ular Army.  Should  the  bill  reported  by  the  gen- 
tleman prevail,  it  would  gi^e  us  either  regulars 
or  money ;  if  this  bill  should  passj  we  shall  have 
regulars  or  good  militia.  Both  bills  were  calcu- 
lated to  produce  regulars,  if  they  could  be  obtained 
by  purchase.  If  absolute  certainty  was  the  object 
of  the  gentleman,  it  could  be  only  obtained  by 
resorting  to  a  regular  and  fair  system  of  conscrifH 
tion.  To  the  result  of  any  other  system,  whether 
that  reported  by  the  Military  Committee  of  this 
House,  or  that  now  under  consideration,  some 
uncertainty  must  attach.  The  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate promising  as  much  certainty  as  that  reported 
in  this  House,  be  hoped  it  would  be  gone  through 
with  and  finally  passed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  further 
debate,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  fiirst  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows — for  the 
motion  62,  against  it  64.  So  the  motion  to  atrike 
out  the  first  section  was  negatived. 

The  following  is  the  apportionment  of  the  pro- 
posed draught  of  men  among  the  several  States 
and  Territories: 

From  New  Hampshire,  two  thousand  five  hondrad 
eighty. 

From  Massachusetts,  eight  thousand  six  hondrsd  five. 

From  Vermont,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

From  Rhode  Island,  eight  hundred  sixty. 

From  Connecticut,  three  thousand  ten. 

From  New  York,  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  fif« 
teen. 

From  New  Jersey,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

From  Pennsylvania,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred 
ninety-five. 

From  Delaware,  eight  hundred  sixty. 

From  Matyland,  three  thousand  eight  hundred  sev- 
enty. 

From  Virginia,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  ninety- 
five. 
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Fvom  NoHb  Garoliiia»  fir*  Uioonnd  fiTe  haadnd 
ninety. 

From  Soath  Caiolina,  thiee  thoaMnd  eight  hondrod 
eeventy. 

From  Georgia,  two  thousand  five  hundrod  eighty. 

From  Kentucky,  four  thousand  three  hundred. 

From  Ohio,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

From  Tennessee,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

From  Louisiana,  four  hundred  thirty. 

From  the  Mississippi  Territory,  Hwe  hundred  twenty- 
two. 

From  the  Indiana  Territory,  five  hundred  Ibrty-nine. 

From  the  Illinois  Territory,  two  hundred  thirteen. 

From  the  Michigan  Territory,  sixty. 

From  the  Minouri  Territory,  three  hundred  seventy- 
six.  . 

And  from  the  Territory  of  Coiumhia,  four  hundred 
thir^. 

Mr.  Jennings  mored  to  amend  the  apportion- 
ment for  IndtaDa  Territory,  by  striking  out  five 
handred  and  forty-nine  and  inserting  three  hun- 
dred. The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  and  negatived,  20  or  30  members  only 
rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia^  moved  to  strike  out  the 
present  apportionment  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, viz:  four  hundred  and  thirty,  and  insert 
eighty,  which  he  said  would  be  at  the  rate  of  every 
tiPirenty*fifth  man.  This  motion  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Rbia.  and  negatived. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  Kentaekv,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  7th  section  of  the  bill,  (which  limits  the  aer- 
▼ices  to  be  required  of  the  draughted  militia,  to 
the  bounds  of  their  own  and  any  adjoining  Sute, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Western  States,  who 
are,  when  required,  to  serve  in  Louisiana,  and 
those  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  in  like  mal^ 
ner,  in  the  Michigan  Territory,  dbc.)  He  could 
not  see  any  possible  benefit  to  arise  from  it,  but 
he  could  see  great  inconvenience.  It  might  fre- 
quently l>e  important  that  the  militia  of  one  State 
should  serve  m  a  State  which  was  not  adjoining 
to  theirs,  and  in  some  sections  of  the  eountrv 
mi^ht  refuse  their  co-operation  in  such  case,  shel- 
tering themselves  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharp,  of 
Kentucky,  who  thought  this  section  calculated 
to  excite  feelings  of  dissentioo,  and  State  and 
local  prejudices.  We  ought  to  legislate  as  if  for 
a  nation,  and  not  for  State  authorities.  We  ought 
to  encourage  national  feeling,  not  sectional  views. 
He  should  like  to  see  that  feeling  diffused  through 
the  nation,  which  prevails  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  that  would  induce  the  citizens  freely  to 
march  from  one  extreme  to  another  to  meet  the 
enemy,  rather  than  he  should  hold  a  foot  of  the 
soil,  but  when  you  recognise  the  principle  that 
the  militia  of  one  State,  say  Massachusetts,  shall 
not,  on  occasion,  be  liable  to  mairch  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  shores  of  another,  say  Maryland  or 
Virginia,  or  that  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tyc£y  or  Tennessee  should  not,  if  necessary,  march 
to  the  defence  of  Massachusetts,  you  sanction  a 
local  State  feeling,  which  will  be  the  bane  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation.  The  States  West  of  the 
mountains,  and  those  East  of  the  Potomac,  were 
as  mach  aister  States,  he  said,  as  if  they  lay  eon- 


tignous  to  each  other.  From  the  mode  of  legis- 
lation embraced  in  this  section,  Mr.  S.  feared  the 
excitement  of  sentiments  hostile  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  character  of  this  nation,  as  well  as  to  its 
honor,  both  of  which  could  onlv  be  attained  by 
an  amalgamation  of  national  feeling. 

Mr.  Calhoun  remarked  that,  even  were  the 
section  stricken  out,  it  would  not  materially  vary 
the  nature  of  the  service  of  these  militia  forces, 
which  would  be  confined  to  their  respective 
States,  unless  necessity  required  their  service  else- 
where ;  in  which  case  such  a  limitation  as  is  con- 
tained in  the  bill  would  be  very  inconvenient. 
He,  therefore,  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the 
section  ought  to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  KiLBOUBN,  of  Ohio,  supported  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  7th  section.  He  conceived  the 
militia  service  already  sufficiently  iniured,  if  not 
dishonored,  by  the  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  had  limited  its  utility.  He  hoped  it 
would  not  be  further  restricted  in  such  a  provision 
as  this.  To  show  its  injurious  tendency,  he  in- 
stanced the  case,  which  might  happen,  of  the  mi- 
litia of  New  Jersey  beine  called  on  to  cross  the 
Delaware,  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  Pennsylvania 
or  Delaware;  the  enemy  retiring  across  an  imagi- 
nary line  into  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  regain 
their  ships  in  the  Chesapeake,  the  militia  would, 
under  this  section,  be  precluded  from  pursuing 
them  beyond  the  line,  unless  it  suited  their  plea* 
sure. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  7th  section 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Several  other  unimportant  amendments  were 
proposed,  giving  rise  to  desultory  discussion,  which 
were  variously  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  not  to  confine  the  Governors  of 
States,  in  the  selection  of  the  officers  to  com* 
mand  the  militia  to  be  dranjfhted  in  pursuance  of 
the  bill,  to  the  present  militia  officers. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  Fobstth  of  Qeorgia,  Fisk  and  Ship- 
BEBo  of  New  York,  and  Gholson  of  Virginia, 
on  the  ground  of  the  expediency  of  allowing  the 
widest  field  for  the  selection  ot  officers  qualified 
for  command,  without  confining  it  to  the  militia 
officers  now  in  commission,  many  of  whom, 
though  highly  respectable  men,  were  unfit  for 
military  command,  having  been  selected  in  a 
time  of^ peace,  without  reference  to  their  military 
qualifications. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cannon 
and  Rbba  of  Tennessee,  Pbabson  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  PicKBBiNo  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
ground  of  alleged  injustice  to  the  merits  of  our 
present  militia,  on  Constitutional  scruples,  and 
on  the  difficulty  which  would  be  presented  by 
the  variance  of  the  modes  of  appointment  in  the 
different  States. 

The  motion  was  at  last  negatived~43  voting 
in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Lbwib,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 
I  two  years,  the  proposed  term  of  service  of  the 
I  militia  to  be  draaghted  in  parsuance  of  this  bill 
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•Ad  inaert  sir  Bftonlbi«  The  motion  wti  neft* 
tired  by  the  foltowiag  Tote :  For  the  motion  45, 
•fftinst  it  89. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  the  Mil  was  so 
amended  as  to  make  the  officers  of  the  draughted 
militia  eligible,  according  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  seyeral  States. 

This  bill  haying  been  gone  through,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  **  further  to  provide  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  united  States." 

[This  is  the  bill  that  has  occasioned  so  much 
debate  in  the  Senate,  and  which  authorizes  the 
enlistment  of  minors.] 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  to 
strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill  as  authorizes  the 
enlistment  of  minors  over  eighteen  years  of  age, 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians ; 
which  motion  he  supported  by  a  few  pertinent 
remarks. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  HopKnfs,  of 
Kentucky,  in  a  short  speech  of  much  force  and 
energy. 

It  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote :  For 
the  motion  51,  against  it  83. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill) 
authorizing  the  President  to  accept  the  services 
of  certain  volunteer  corps,  (which  bill  was  before 
the  House  some  weeks  ago  for  several  days.)  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  this  bill 
was  then  so  amended,  as  to  reinstate  it  precisely 
in  the  form  in  which  it  stood  before  it  underwent 
amendment  by  the  House. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  to  the 
House  the  three  bills  they  had  had  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  first  of  those  bills,  viz :  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  requiring  a  draught  for  two  years  of  a 
body  or  militia,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JoairaoN, 
of  Kentucky,  referred  to  a  select  oommiUee  for 
their  consideration. 

The  second  of  the  above  bills  being  before  the 
House,  and  the  question  being  on  the  engrossing 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading — 

The  House  adjourned  without  deciding  thereon. 

Saturoat,  December  3. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefierson, 
late  President  of  the  United  States;"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  McKee  reported  a  bill,  eiving  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete 
their  payments ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Hynum  \  which  were  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  bill  to  extend  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for 
steam  engines,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

INCOME  TAX.  • 

Mr.  Bppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  intlrueting '  them  to 


inq^in  into  the  **  expedianey  of  laytog'a  du«y  on 

all  salaried  officers,  and  on  the  professional  Hi- 
come  of  lawyers,,  solicitors,  and  counsellors,  and 
on  the  leffal  proceedings  of  courts  of  justice.'^ 
made  the  following  report : 

That  m  tas  upon  stlaries  can  only  be  expedient  and 
peoper  under  arbilraiy  GoTernments,  where  pensbne 
and  places  are  bestowed  wiUioot  a  just  zegmid  to  the 
pubUc  interest  la  the  Untied  8tates»  anording  to- 
the  principles  of  oar  GoTemment,  no  salary  can  be  al- 
lowed, except  as  a  compensation  fat  public  flenrice;  a 
tax  operates  as  a  dedaetioa  from  the  sslaiy,  and  saeh 
a  tax,  so  far  as  xeq>ecto  the  offioera  of  the  United 
Stately  would  be  an  admission  on  the  part  of  the  legis- 
lative body,  that,  in  ^ing  the  salaries  of  their  oubUc 
officers,  the  public  interest  had  been  disregarded,  and 
more  than  a  just  compensation  allowed.  Without  de> 
ciding  whether  in  some  instances  this  may  net  be  the 
case,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  if  the  evil  ex- 
ists, the  proper  Constitntional  remedy  is  not  a  tax,  bat 
a  redaction  of  the  salaries.  The  second  member  of 
tiie  resolution  embraces  the  income  of  lawyers,  solicit- 
ors, and  counsellors.  The  selection  of  a  parttcnlsr 
dais  of  the  community,  which  already  pays,  in  com* 
mon  with  others,  a  tax  on  property  and  on  consump- 
tion, and  imposing  on  it  an  income  tax,  fiora  which 
every  other  class  is  exempted,  would  be  a  departure 
from  that  system  of  equal  and  exact  justice,  wfaieii 
ought  to  form  the  basis  of  legislation  in  a  free  oonntoy. 
The  third  member  of  the  rMolution  proposes  a  tar  stt 
the  legs]  proceedings  of  eouMs.  This  tax,  if  eonteed 
to  the  Courts  of  the  Uaitbd  States,  would  be  unpro« 
dnctive;  if  extended  to  the  Bute  Gouits,  difficult  fa 
the  collection.  It  would  frU  prindpatty  on  the  neoee* 
sitons  and  unfortunate,  and  produce  collision  with  tiie 
State  authorities.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  considered 
inexpedient  to  resort  to  either  of  the  proposed  taxes* 
The  follovring  resolution  is,  therefore,  submitted : 

Sewhedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  impose  a  duty 
on  salaried  officers,  on  the  income  of  lawyers,  or  on 
the  proceedings  of  conrts  at  law.  • 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MONEYS  RECEIVABLE  FOR  TAXES. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  iostructioe  ihem  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law, 
that  any  kind  of  money  paid  by  the  Government 
to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  military  services,  shall  be  receivable  from  the 
people  in  payment  of  taxes,  made  the  following 
report : 

That,  under  ihe  general  power  to  regulate  the  ool-- 
lection  of  taxes,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Is  pre- 
paring instructions  to  the  collectors,  in  which  a  uni- 
form rule  as  to  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  will  be  pre- 
scribed. The  committee  consider  that  it  would  be  un- 
safe to  designate,  by  law,  the  notes  in  which  taxee 
shall  be  received,  and  that  a  due  regard  fox  the  public 
interest  requires  that  this  subject  [£oald  be  regulated, 
at  present,  by  instructions  issued,  from  time  to  time, 
from  the  Treasury  Department;  whidi  may  be  so 
framed,  as  to  unite  the  safety  of  the  revenue  with  the 
accommodation  of  the  individual  dtiaens.  A  i 
ment  of  the  circumstances  which  produced  die  i 
lution  dravm  np  by  the  Representatives  of  Teaae 
together  with  a  letter  fron  the  Seentaiy  of  the  Treaa^ 
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my,  waa&mfmm  thwnpoit;  «idl  Um  oMuaittM  fub- 
nut  the  following  reaolatkm : 

MeaoMl^  That  it  is  iiMzpadiMit  to  doftgnale,  bj 
law,  th«  buk  notea  which  shall  be  neambla  in  pay- 
mant  of  tazaa. 

TrnxAscmT  Dxfabtxbvt,  Nov.  23,  1814. 

8im :  I  haTo  Che  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reoeipt 
cijwu  letter,  dated  the  2 lit  inatant,  encloaing  a  reoo- 
lation  of  the  Hoaae  of  Repreaentativea,  paaaed  the  11th 
inatant,  directing  an  inqoiiy  **  into  the  expediency  of 
proTiding  by  law,  that  any  kind  of  money  which  may 
M  paid  by  the  GoTernment  to  the  troo|w  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Statea,  for  military  semces,  shall  be  ze« 
eeivable  in  payment  irom  the  people  in  taxes." 

In  the  course  of  an  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  grounds 
of  the  resolution,  I  have  been  finvored  with  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Representatives  of  Tennessee  in  Con- 
gress, (of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,^  in  addition  to  the 
feneral  information  possessed  in  this  Department ;  and 
believe  that  the  Acts  of  the  case  are  briefly  ^ese : 
The  Secretaiy  of  War,  having  occasion  ibr  money  to 
pay  the  militia  who  marched  from  Tennessee  against 
the  Creek  Indians,  obtained  a  loan  in  bank  notes,  for 
that  purpose,  from  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe.  Some  of 
these  notes  have  since  been  o&sed  in  the  payment  of 
taxes  to  the  collectors  of  the  internal  duties  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee ;  but,  as  the  banks  of  Tennessee 
(wh»e  the  money  collected  for  taxes  is  required  to  be 
deposited)  refuse  to  receive  them  aa  cash  deposites,  the 
cofleotors,  in  tiieir  turn,  refuse  to  receive  them  aa  cash 
for  taxes.  Owing  to  the  causes  suggested  in  the  com- 
munication to  which  I  have  already  refeored,  and,  per- 
hapa,  to  other  causes^  perfectly  consistent  with  the 
general  solven^  of  the  Bank  of  Chilioothe,  the  notea 
circulating  in  Tennessee  have  suffered  a  considerable 
depreciatioii.  They  have  already  been,  it  is  alleged, 
an  object  of  speculation;  those  paid  by  the  Ui^ted 
Stetes  to  the  militia  cannot  now  be  distinguished  from 
other  notes  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe ;  and  any 
attempt  to  ghre  the  fonner  a  preference,  in  the  payment 
oi  taxes,  would  probably  increase  the  arte  of  specula- 
tion, as  well  as  the  other  inconveniences  of  which  the 
dtixens  of  Tennessee  complain. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  case  is,  obviously, 
one  of  great  delicacy.  The  Government  has  passed 
the  notes  at  their  nominal  value;  but  it  is  equally 
true,  that  the  Government  is  bound  to  pay  for  them  to 
the  bank  according  to  their  nominal  value.  The  Gov- 
erpment  did  not  contract  any  engagement  to  support 
the  credit  of  the  notes,  nor  to  accept  them  in  payment 
of  duties  at  any  subsequent  period ;  and  all  the  per^ 
aona  who  have  accepted  the  notes,  either  in  payment 
from  the  Government,  or  by  transfer  from  the  militia, 
have  done  so  voluntanly,  without  any  prstence  of  re- 
liance upon  any  audi  engagement*  If,  therefore,  it 
ahould  bo  deemed  proper  to  direct,  by  the  legislative 
authority,  that  the  notea  of  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe 
ahall  be  received  in  payment  for  duties,  the  princq^Ie  of 
Ute  direction  will  be  equally  applicable  to  eveiy  other 
case  where  the  Government  has  paid  its  troops  or  cred- 
itors in  bank  notes,  which  have  afterwards  suffered 
(from  whatever  cause)  a  depreciation  in  credit  or  cir- 
culating value.  The  effect  of  such  a  law,  upon  the 
public  revenues,  need  not  be  particularly  steted. 

Considering  the  subject,  however,  as  a  general  sub- 
jeet,  meriting  the  serious  attention  of  this  Treasury 
Department,  I  am  preparing  instructions  to  the  coUec- 
tora,  to  regulate  thdr  conduct  in  raoeiving  bank  notes 


fortaxea.  The  dedga of  tba  ioatrnettanli  will  be^ tr 
unite  the  aecurity  of  the  revenue  with  the  aoeommoda* 
tion  of  the  banks,  aa  well  aa  of  individual  cttisena,  dm* 
ing  the  disordered  condition  of  the  cirenlatittg  msdium 
of  the  country ;  and,  in  making  this  arrangement,  I 
shall  be  highly  gratified  to  find  that  the  views  of  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  under  consideration  can  be  ao-  - 
complished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

A.  J.  DALLAS^ 
J.  W.  £pf  xs,  Chairman^  4^. 

Coirenxss  Ha£l,  Nmtembert  1814» 

Sib  :  It  may  be  satisfactory  to  yon  to  be  informed  of 
the  situation  of  the  banks  in  the  SUte  of  Tennessee. 
There  are  two  banks  in  that  Stete-^one  at  KnoxviUe, 
and  the  other  at  Nashville ;  both  of  them  of  unquea- 
tionable  credit  and  aolvency.  No  suspension  has  taken 
place  of  specie  paymento,  nor  do  we  believe  any  sus- 
pension win  take  place. 

With  respect  to  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe,  in  the  notes 
of  which  most  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Stetes,  from  the  Stete  of  Tennessee,  have  been  paid,  wo 
can  only  observe,  that  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  ite 
solvency  and  ability  to  discharge  ite  respective  engage- 
ments, so  far  as  we  have  been  informed ;  but  the  notea 
would  not  circulate  without  considerable  discount 
This,  we  think,  was  produced  in  consequence  of  the 
course  of  trade  being  from  the  Southwest,  Eastwardly, 
and  Northeast,  and  money  was  not  wanted  at  Chiu- 
cothe  by  the  citizens  of  the  mercantile  towns  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  not  by  any  doubt  existing  of  the  solvency 
of  the  bank. 

Aa  these  notes  do  not  suit  the  commercial  relatioOB 
existing  between  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  and  tho 
Eastern  States,  we  do  not  wish  them  to  be  fUrther 
used  in  the  payment  of  troops  there. 

The  refusal,  by  the  Government,  to  receive  them 
again  in  the  pavment  of  taxes,  has  necessarily  pro- 
duced considerable  irritation,  and  it  is  believed,  by  some 
of  the  people  therc^  to  be  an  intentional  attempt  to  im- 
pose on  them. 

The  spirit  of  patriotism  and  military  ardor,  now  ex- 
isting in  as  high  a  degree  as  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  is  sinking  under  the  injustice  of  this  measure. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

P.  W.  HUMPHREYS, 
JOHN  H.  BOWER, 
TH08.  K.  HARRIS, 
N.  CANNON. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITION  OF  NOAH  SHAW. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Coiumittee  of  Ways  ftii4 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Nosh 
Shaw,  made  the  followiDg  report: 

That  the  facts  necessary  for  forming  an  opinion  on 
the  ease,  are  stated  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  which  aecompanies  this  report.  From 
this  statement  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  is  not  en- 
titled to  relief  under  Uie  special  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  second  day  of  January,  161 S;  and  that  file 
former  Secretary  refhsed,  under  the  geneml  law  of  flie 
9d  of  Mardi,  1707,  to  remit  the  forfeiture  incurred  by 
the  petitioner,  on  the  ground,  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
his  saflslaetion  that  the  fbrfbitore  was  incurred  without 
wilftil  negfigoiee,  or  any  intention  of  fraud.  On  a 
review  of  the  dieumstanoea,  fStat  committee  ooncor  in 
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opinioii  with  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  that 
the  petitioner  is  not  entitled  to  relief.  The  following 
iBiolution  it  therefore  suhraitted. 

Remhfedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted, 

Tbxasubt  Bkpabtxbnt, 

November  4,  1814. 
8iB :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  from  the  documents  which  ac- 
company the  reference  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  from  the  facts  ascertained  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  that,  in  the  1813,  Noah  Shaw,  on  behalf 
of  Samuel  Salsbury  and  A.  P.  Cleaveland,  of  Boston, 
presented  a  petition  to  the  judge  of  the  district  court 
n>r  the  district  of  Vermont,  setting  forth,  that  Salsbury 
and  Cieaveland,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1811,  had  imported 
into  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  from  Liverpool,  in 
England*  certain  goods,  specified  in  the  invoice  an- 
nexed, whicb  they  afterwards,  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1813,  imported  into  Burlington,  in  the  district  of  Ver- 
mont ;  that  the  goods  being  owned  by  citizens,  were 
imported  into  Canada  on  board  of  a  ship  which  de- 
parted from  Liverpool  between  the  23d  of  June  and  the 
16th  of  September,  to  wit :  on  the  1st  of  August,  1811; 
and  that  the  goods  were  purchased  in  Great  Britain 
before  the  war  was  there  known  to  exist 
.  That,  on  the  20th  of  November,  1813,  the  district 
judge  certified  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
petition  and  the  proofe,  but  he  made  no  statement  of 
facts ;  and,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1814»  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  decided,  in  form,  not  to  remit  the  for- 
feiture incurred  by  the  importation  of  the  goods  into 
the  United  States. 

That  it  appears  by  the  petition  which  Noah  Shaw 
has  recently  presented  to  Congress,  that  Salsbury  and 
Cleaveland  had  sold  the  goods  to  B.  and  C.  Adams,  on 
the  22d  of  September,  1812,  from  whom  they  were  pur- 
chased by  Noah  Shaw,  on  the  Uth  of  January,  1813, 
with  a  view  to  the  importation,  which  he  effected  in 
the  ensuing  month  of  March. 

Upon  these  facts  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing observations,  for  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee: 

1.  That,  from  the  terms  of  the  petition  to  the  district 
judge,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Shaw  intended  to  seek  re- 
lief, as  for  Salsbury  and  Cleaveland,  under  the  special 
act  of  the  2d  of  January,  1813,  directing  the  remission 
of  certain  forfeitures ;  and  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
is,  therefore,  for  relief  according  to  the  law  in  such 
case  made  and  provided.  The  case,  however,  was  cer- 
tainly not  embraced  1^  the  special  act;  for  Uie  goods 
were  not  imported  into  the  United  States  from  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  they 
were  not  shipped  on  board  of  a  vessel  which  departed 
therefrom  between  the  23d  of  June  and  the  16th  of 
September,  1812 ;  and,  so  far  as  respects  Mr.  Shaw, 
the  owner  at  the  time  of  the  importation,  the  purchase 
of  the  goods  was  made  long  after  the  war  was  known 
to  exist  at  the  place  of  purchase. 
.    2.  That,  although  the  case  was  not  embraced  by  the 

rial  act,  it  became,  properly,  a  question,  whether 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  authorized  to  remit, 
or  mitigate,  the  forfeiture,  under  the  general  law  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1797,  if,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  incur- 
red without  wilful  negligence,  or  any  intention  of 
fraud.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  late  Secretary  ob- 
jected merely  to  an  irregularity  in  the  mode  of  exhib- 
iting the  facts,  or  of  transmitting  the  docunents;  for, 


then,  he  would  not  have  decided  the  case,  but  lie  would 
have  returned  it  to  the  district  judge,  to  undergo 
the  necessary  revision  and  amendment  in  point  of 
form.  Nor  does  it  appear,  from  any  information  with- 
in my  reach,  that  the  Secretary  decided  the  case  upon 
any  doubt  of  his  jurisdiction  to  remit  the  forfeiture. 
The  case  must  therefore  be  deemed  to  have  been  de- 
cided on  its  merits ;  and  the  power  of  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  being  once  executed,  the  department  can- 
not afterwards  modify,  or  rescind,  or  change,  the  de- 
cision. 

It  will  remain,  upon  this  general  view  of  the  subject, 
for  the  committee  to  decide,  whether  the  petitioner 
ought  to  be  recommended  for  relief  to  Congress.  The 
danger  of  giving  a  sanction  to  speculations  which  in- 
volve an  unauthorized  intercourse  with  the  enemy, 
and  the  tendency  of  such  speculations  to  cover  and 
countenance  the  worst  kind  of  smuggling,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  duly  considered.  If,  indeed,  the  case  had 
been  originally  presented  for  my  official  interpositioq, 
I  should  have  reflected  well  before  I  decided,  that,  in 
principle,  and  in  circumstances,  it  was  entiUed  to  the 
equiteble  relief  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1797. 
That  act  was  meant  to  provide  for  cases  of  mere  acci- 
dent or  misfortune,  and  for  cases  uncontaminated  by 
any  fraudulent  intention,  when  the  necessary  rigor  of 
the  general  law  would  become,  in  the  particular  in- 
stance, an  instrument  of  hardship  and  cruelty.  But 
no  man  is  ever  permitted  to  obtain  relief  in  the  courts 
of  justice,  upon  a  claim  founded  in  his  own  wilful  vio- 
lation of  the  law ;  and  it  would  be  an  extraordinary, 
and,  I  presume,  a  novel  application  of  the  equitable 
powers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  legitimate 
a  trade  with  the  enemy,  through  the  medium  of  remit- 
ting penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  a  breach  of 
the  non-importation  acts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Ems,  Chairmanf  4^. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  '*  making  farther  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.'' 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  made  a  motion,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  that 
part  of  it  which  makes  binding  the  enlistment  of 
all  persons  from  eighteen  to  fifty  years  of  age. 

A  long  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Kino, 
of  Massachusetts,  Wabd,  Grostenoii,  and  Web- 
ster, were  the  principal  speakers  against  the  bill; 
and  Messrs.  Fisk,  Sbabp,  and  Barnett,  its  prin* 
cipal  defenders. 

Mr.  Ctrus  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  to 
the  House  some  observations  on  the  bill  now  un- 
der discussion,  in  connexion  with  other  military 
bills  and  some  of  the  revenue  bills,  which  have 
been  reported,  as  I  deem  the  whole  of  your  war 
system  either  ajgainst  the  enemy  or  the  people  of 
this  country.  This  mode  of  considering  the  sub- 
ject will  do  justice  to  the  Administration,  and  to 
their  friends  in  the  respective  Houses  of  Congress. 
And  this  justice  I  am  disposed  to  render  to  them, 
notwithstanding  I  believe  that,  by  some  of  their 
past  acts,  they  have  proved  themselves  the  very 
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worst  enemies  of  the  American  people.  This 
view,  sir,  I  wish  to  submit  to  the  House,  if  it  be 
possible  steadily  to  look  at  this  system  of  military 
conscription,  and  of  oppressive  taxation,  and  not 
startle  at  the  destruction  with  which  It  threatens 
our  country. 

A  sagacious  political  writer,  in  speaking  of  the 
errors  and  oppressions  of  rulers,  has  remarked, 
that  the  necessity  of  any  Gk>Ternment  is  the 
ffreatest  reflection  upon  the  virtue  of  the  people ; 
but,  sir,  with  all  due  deference,  I  never  shall  con- 
sider  that  as  the  greatest  reflection,  as  long  as  a 
people  can  be  found  so  degraded,  so  regardless  of 
their  own  interest  and  importance,  as  to  tolerate 
an  Administration  after  they  shall  have  failed  to 
accomplish  the  very  end  of  their  institution,  and 
shall  have  raised  their  parricidal  arm  against  the 
very  instrument  by  which  they  ha?e  their  exist- 
enee.  That  this  is  the  ease  with  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, a  little  mofe  reflection,  and  some 
more  suffering,  if  it  be  possible  to  add  to  it,  will 
convince  the  American  people. 

Take,  if  you  please,  sir,  the  ordinary  evidence 
of  a  well-administered  Government,  respect  abroad 
and  prosperity  at  home,  and  ask  yourself  if  this 
Administration  have  continued  these  blessings  to 
this  nation.  That  our  form  of  Government,  when 
correctly  administered  agreeably  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, is  capable  of  producing,  and  for  a  time  con- 
tinuing, these  national  blessings,  we  have  the 
splendid  example  of  the  Administrations  of  Wash- 
ington, and  of  Adams,  before  his  fall.  Are  you 
now  respected  abroad  ?  Noj  sir,  there  is  net  V 
nation,  not  a  crowned  head  in  Europe,  that  is 
friendly  towards  you.  I  ask  pardon,  sir,  there  is 
perhaps  one — I  mean  the  great  £mperor  of  the 
little  island  of  Elba ;  but  even  he  is  now  said, 
like  Milton's  devil,  to  eye  yon  askance,  and  to 

grin  horribly  at  the  destruction  which  he  has 
rought  upon  you.  How  you  alienated  foreign 
nations  from  you  is  now  matter  of  history ;  by 
constantly  aiding  the  attempts  of  the  late  fell 
tyrant  of  Europe  at  universal  empire,  your  desti- 
nies were  united  with  his,  and  you  must  now 
expect  to  share  with  him  the  general  detestation 
of  mankind.  But,  sir,  what  will  forever  fix  your 
character  in  Europe,  and  I  think  your  doom  at 
home,  is  your  rash  declaration  of  war  at  the  time 
yon  did  it; — thus,  like  willing  slaves,  binding 
yourselves  to  the  then  triumphal  car  of  the  en- 
slaver of  nations.  Yes,  sir,  you  courageously  de- 
clared your  war  when  you  supposed  the  imperial 
tyrant  had  his  victim  bound  at  his  feet,  and  the 
sword  out  and  whetted  that  was  to  be  plunged 
into  her  vitals.  You  then  magnanimously  ex- 
pected to  be  in  at  the  death  and  share  the  spoils. 
Sir,  the  rashness  and  folly  of  this  Administra- 
tion, on  that  occasion,  forcibly  reminds  us  of  the 
fable  of  the  madman,  who  undertook  to  shear  a 
wolf.  What,  exclaimed  his  friends,  shear  a  wolf! 
Have  you  considered  the  danger  and  difficulty  of 
the  undertaking,  and  the  little  profit  you  are  like- 
ly to  gain  if  you  succeed  ?  No,  says  the  mad- 
man, I  have  considered  nothing  but  the  right  I 
The  Sovereign  of  the  Universe  has  given  to  man 
dominion  over  the  beasts  of  the  foreat  and  of  the 
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field  ;  I,  therefore,  have  the  right,  and  will  shear 
the  wolf. 

So  this  Administration,  believing  that  the  im- 
perial robber  of  France  had  the  royal  boll  of 
England  by  the  horns,  thought  they  had  a  right, 
this  a  favorable  opportunity,  and  attempted  to 
shear  him ;  but,  most  unfortunately  for  them,  the 
royal  beast  broke  from  the  imperial  robber,  trod 
him  under  foot,  and  is  now  pushing,  with  full 
vigor,  at  poor  Mr.  Madison  and  his  friends. 

Have  you,  sir,  been  more  fortunate  at  home,  in 
continuing  the  prosperity  of  this  country  and  of 
its  citizens?  The  bankruptcy  of  your  Treasury, 
and  the  misery  and  groans  of  the  people,  pro- 
nounce an  awful  negative  to  this  question.  Still, 
in  this  ruined  state  of  the  country,  and  impover- 
ished situation  of  the  people,  you  call  upon  them 
for  more  men  and  more  money.  For  this  pur- 
pose numerous  tax  bills  and  military  bills  have 
oeen  reported.  And  with  these  facts  staring  him 
in  the  race,  your  new  Secretary,  the  fresh  hand 
at  the  Treasury  bellows,  who  has  labored  so  hard 
to  blow  up  public  credit,  had  the  effrontery  to 
declare^  in  his  first  report,  that  the  resources  of 
the  nation  remain  almost  untouched  by  the  hand 
of  the  Government ;  because  I  suppose  his  hand 
had  not  before  touched  them.  And  this,  sir,  is 
one  of  the  evils  attendant  on  the  perpetual  fluc- 
tuation of  officers  in  some  of  your  departments. 
No  sooner  is  one  leaoh  brushed  from  the  veins  of 
the  people  than  a  fresh  one  is  fastened  on  them, 
to  suck  the  last  drop  of  their  blood. 

You  attempt  to  raise  a  revenue  in  two  ways — 
by  direct  and  indirect  taxes — though  the  genius 
of  the  Administration,  I  think,  leads  them  to  the 
indirect  mode,  that  the  hand  of  the  Government 
should  as  seldom  as  possible  be  seen  by  the  peo- 
ple while  they  are  picking  their  pockets.  The 
justice  of  this  mode  may  well  be  questioned* 
When  you  impose  a  direct  tax  every  citizen 
knows  what  he  has  to  pay ;  but  when  you  tax 
articles  in  the  hand  of  the  manufacturer,  the  re- 
tailer, or  the  merchant,  they  add  what  they  please, 
certainly  never  less  than  the  tax,  for  advance  of 
money  and  interest;  and  thus  the  citizen  is  often 
obliged  to  pay  more  than  double  the  amount  of 
the  tax.  Though  indeed,  sir,  in  the  present  im- 
poverished situation  of  the  people,  I  can  see  but 
little  other  difference  in  the  two  modes  of  taxa- 
tion than  between  petit  larceny  and  robbery. 
The  disposition  that  would  induce  an  Adminis- 
tration, at  a  time  like  this,  to  adopt  the  indirect 
mode  would  urge  an  unfortunate  being,  in  hum- 
ble life,  clandestinely  to  pick  a  pocket  or  rob  a 
hen  roost ;  and  the  evil  genius  that  would  impel 
the  former  to  resort  to  the  direct  mode,  would 
embolden  the  latter  to  attack  the  citizen,  and  de- 
mand his  money  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  or 
the  muzzle  of  the  pistol. 

[Mr.  Kino  was  here  cautioned  by  the  honora- 
ble Spbakbr  not  to  violate  that  order  and  deco- 
rum in  debate  which  the  rules  of  the  Huuse  re- 
quire. Thanking  the  honorable  Speaker  for  the 
caution.  Mr.  K.  replied :  This,  sir,  is  a  subject 
which  1  never  will  debate  but  with  the  Constitu- 
tion in  my  hand.    I  will  boldly  march  to  the  ex- 


T2S 


HiSTOBir  OF  COiH}HM& 


78i 


H.orIL 


J&filiKfiMftf#  tn  l/U  ilHRfL 


DSOSMOB,  1814. 


treme  y«rfe  of  its  powers^  and  there  be  readjr,  »!  ] 
all  times,  to  give  to  my  political  opponeats  a 
practical  illastration  of  mv  ideas  of  the  rights  of 
a  Representative  and  of  the  privilege  of  a  mem- 
ber; I  never  will  waatonly  invade  the  territory 
of  my  adversary,  nor,  without  a  straggle,  be 
driven  from  my  own.] 

On  the  subject  of  uxes,  sir,  your  President,  in 
kis  first  Message  at  this  session,  says :  ^* We  have 
^  seen  them  (the  people)  everywhere  paying  their 
'  taxes,  direct  and  indirect,  with  the  greatest  aiac- 
'  rity."  And  the  late  Secretary,  Mr.  Campbell, 
taking  hUs  pitch  from  the  President,  celebrates  ib 
the  same  strain,  '*  the  promptitude  and-eheerful- 
ness  with  which  the  present  taxes  are  paid." 
What  reward,  said  Mr.  EL,  do  the  people  receive 
£or  all  this  patriotism  and  devotion  to  their  coun- 
try? You  double  their  burdens,  and  increase 
your  exactions.  You  have  resolved  to  double 
your  land  tax,  making  it  six  millions  of  dollars ; 
to  double  the  auction  and  carriage  taxes ;  to  add 
fifty  per  cent,  to  the  taxes  on  the  retailers,  and  on 
the  postage  of  letters  and  newspapers;  it  is  nat- 
ural, sir,  that  you  should  increase  the  latter  tax ; 
by  taxing  the  press,  many  of  the  people  will  be 
compelled  to  give  up  their  newspapers,  and  thus 
be  less  able  to  scrutinise  the  eonduct  of  this  Ad- 
ministration. On  domestic  distilled  spirits,  you 
have  'increased  the  tax  four  hundred  per  cent., 
(est  the  people  should  obtain  a  drop  ot  comfort 
from  that  source.  And,  to  erown  the  whole,  you 
have  resolved  to  add  twenty-one  new  items  to 
your  liet  of  taxable  articles.  Manjr  of  which, 
sach  as  the  taxes  on  hats,  leather,  nails,  iron,  dbe^ 
will  fall  peculiarly  heavy  on  those  who  are  ^orly 
able  to  pay.  If  such  be  the  reward  of  their  pa^ 
tcioiism,  you  will  compel  the  people  to  try  the 
effect  of  a  mnnly  resistance  to  soeh  oppression. 

But  happy,  happy  would  it  be  for  this  dis- 
ttessed,  this  devoted  people,  if  after  thus  depriv* 
iag  them  of  their  property,  in  many  cases  of  their 
last  dollar,  this  Aamtaistration  would  be  satisfied. 
No,  but  the  people  must  then  bestow  their  ser- 
Tices,  must  surrender  their  bodies^  and  spill  their 
blood  for  these  ungrateful  men,  m  carrying  on 
this  ruinous  war.  For  this  purpose  sundry  mili- 
tary bills  have  been  reported ;  the  three  puneipal 
may  be  described  as  the  conscription  bill  of  the 
Senate ;  the  consoription  bill  of  the  House ;  and 
that  now  under  consideration,  the  minor  conscrip- 
tion bill. 

The  great  objection  to  all  these  bills  is,  that 
they  confound  the  distinction  made  in  the  Con- 
stitution between  the  regular  army  and  the  mili- 
^ ;  a  subject  upon  which  no  mistakes  can  be 
made  except  sacn  as  are  wilful.  How  did  your 
predecessors,  and  how  ought  you  to  exercise  the 
Constitutional  power  of  raising  armies  1  By  vol- 
untary enlistment  of  persons  capable  of  contract- 
ing ;  toe  enlistment  is  only  a  contract.  Congress 
has  power  *'  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
'  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
'  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
'  serviee  of  the  United  Sutes,  reserving  to  the 
*  Stoles  respectively  the  appointmeot  of  the  offi- 
*eei«,  aad  the  authority  of  training  the  militia 


'  according  to  the  diaei^ne  prescribed  by  Con- 
<  grass."  Also— '^  To  provide  for  calHne  forth  the 
'  mtUtia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup* 
'  press  insurrections,  and  repel  invasion."  And 
when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  shall  be  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  thereof.  Now,  sir,  Congress  has  already 
passed  laws  for  origan i zing  the  militia  into  divis- 
ions, brigades,  regiments,  batulions,  and  compa- 
nies, and  they  have  been  organized  accordingly. 
Also,  for  arming  the  militia,  and  which  you  have 
partially  executed ;  and  for  some  of  the  other 
purposes,  mentioned  in  the  Constitution.  They 
are  then,  sir,  by  your  Constitution  and  laws,  and 
they  were  such  in  most  of  the  States  before  tke 
Constitution  was  adopted,  or  your  laws  enacted, 
an  independent,  organized,  armed,  and  diseipltned 
corps,  in  the  respective  States,  with  an  inde- 
pendent Commander-^itt^Cbief  over  each.  And, 
sir,  Congress  can  now  rf()proach  them  in  no  other 
form,  nor  through  any  other  channel  than  that  of 
this  independent  commander ;  any  law  or  laws  of 
Congress  to  the  contrary  notwithsUnding. 

Now,  sir,  what  do  your  first  two  bills  contem- 
plate? That  from  the  Senate,  which  is  dravm 
with  great  art,  and  may  he  abused  to  the  worst  of 
purposes,  does  indeed  call  upon  the  Executives  of 
the  States  for  their  respective  quotas  of  the  mili- 
tia required,  but  after  that  we  hear  no  more  oi 
the  State  authority.  The  second  section  divides 
the  whole  militia  into  as  many  classes  as  there  are 
soldiers  required  from  each  State,  ordering  each 
class  to  furnish  one;  the  third  section  directs  the 
commanders  of  companies  what  persons  to  enroL 
and  to  make  their  returns  to  the  Adjutant  Gtenerai 
of  the  United  States ;  he  is  to  send  his  orders  to 
the  commanders  of  bri|^es,  and  these  again  to 
the  commanders  of  regiments,  who  are  to  issue 
their  orders  to  commanders  of  companies,  and 
they  to  see  the  draught  made.  And  these  Stata 
officers  over  whom  yon  have  no  legal  control,  till 
called  into  your  service, are  to  be  fined,  imprisoned, 
and  cashiered,  if  they  do  not  obey  your  ill^al 
mandates:  and  all  this  without  coasnlting  their 
Constitutional  Commanders-in-Chief.  Now,  sir, 
it  is  very  certain,  that  if  they  do  obey  those  man- 
dates, they  will  be  liable  to  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, under  the  State  laws;  you  therefore  place 
them  between  two  fires.  And  thus  the  poor  mili- 
tia officers  are  to  be  cut  up,  whether  they  obey  or 
disobey. 

But,  sir,  the  conscription  bill  of  the  House  is 
still  more  destructive  of  our  militia ;  it  goes,  sir, 
to  disband  the  whole ;  to  melt  it  down  to  one 
common  mass ;  and  out  of  this  chaos  makes  up 
little  squads  of  twenty*five,  each  of  which  is, 
under  severe  penalties,  to  furnish  a  mam  daring 
the  war  for  the  regular  army.  If,  sir,  you  have 
a  right  thus  to  take  a  twenty-fifth,  you  may  take 
the  whole,  and  convert  the  whole  militia  into  a 
standing  or  regular  army,  under  the  command  ai 
your  President--'UiU8  completely  annihilating  the 
State  sovereignties.  The  great  mistake,  is,  sir, 
that  you  undertake  to  command  the  militia  before 
they  are,  according  to  the  Constitutioa,  called  into 
the  actual  serrice  of  the  United  States.    To  iltoa- 
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VMe  my  meaoioff,  suppose  tiie  ease  of  two  Me- 
pendent  commattden  under  your  laws,  where  one, 
m  ease  of  neeessity,  is  reqalred  to  support  the 
other :  take,  if  you  please^  the  case  of  General 
Izard  and  Qenetal  Brown.  The  latter  has  occa- 
sion for  a  thousand  men  from  the  command  of 
tfaefbrmer ;  according  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
Brown  calls  upon  Izard  for  that  number ;  but,  lest 
terd  should  not  comply,  be  directs  Izard's  sub- 
ordinate officers,  without  consulting  their  com- 
mander, to  send  him  the  number  required,  and 
Ihwtcna  to  cashier  iham  if  they  do  not  insunilr 
comply ;  or,  according  to  tiie  prioeiple  of  the  bill 
of  the  House,  Brown  goes  to  IZardV  army,  dio^ 
bands  the  whole,  cuts  it  op  into  twenty-ftTcs,  and 
mkes  one  man  from  each.  Do  you  suppose,  sir, 
that  such  orders  or  such  conduct  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  ?  Are  they  not  sub^ersiTc  of  all  roili- 
mry  subordination,  and  destructiTe  to  oar  militia 
—the  guardians  of  our  rights  and  liberties  ?  I 
again  repeat,  sir.  that  the^militia  of  each  State  are 
an  independent,  organized,  and  armed  corps,  with 
an  independent  Commander-in-Chief  9Fer  each: 
that  you  must  a|^roach  them  as  such  ;  and  I  will 
add,  that  if  you  anempt  to  do  it  ia  any  other  man- 
Mr,  you  will  be  received  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet. 

The  necessity  of  considering  the  militia  ia  this 
light  is  apparuat,  it  is  the  physical  force  of  the 
State  to  defend  it  against  all  aggressions,  liable  to 
be  called  upoo  at  a  moment's  warning ;  but  if  the 
United  Btafies  can  thus  interfere  with  it  at  plea- 
sure, take  soeh  part  as  they  please,  aiKl  garble  it 
lo  suit  their  purposes,  they  will  ruin  the  systena, 
and  depriTe  the  States  of  their  only  protectioa. 
A  State  auddealy  iuTaded,  and  an  instant  call 
vfNMi  an  adjoining  State  becomes  necessary,  what 
will  you  do  without  an  orgaaized  militia,  to  fly 
to  the  relief  of  such  State  1  Or  what  will  you  do 
for  onc^  if  your  pwsent  plans  af«  adopted  1  Be* 
aides^  sir,  is  not  the  State  commander  of  the  mili*- 
tia  the  best  judge  from  what  part  of  his  command, 
on  a  call,  the  irot^  can  most  safely  be  detached  1 
But  your  plaas  go  to  take  the  militiamen  indis- 
enminately  from  erery  part  of  the  State,  dlthoogfa 
a  large  proportion  of  them  may  be  on  duty,  or  a 
part  of  the  State  inTaded.  Such  arbitrary  plaas 
can  only  be  eakiilated  to  destroy  the  aailitia  sys- 
tem, and  of  eouiae  the  sorereignties  of  the  States, 
The  militia  systam  of  New  England,  sir,  is  al* 
nmt  eoeral  with  its  settlement,  and  I  trust  in 
God,  and  on  the  valor  of  her  sons,  that  it  will  be 
eo-extensive  with  her  eziateace. 

But,  sir,  the  principle  embraced  in  the  minor 
conscription  bill,  is  the  most  inhuman,  tmmoml, 
and  oppressive,  that  ever  was  attempted  to  be  es- 
tabUshed  by  this,  and,  of  oourae,  by  anjr  other  as- 
sembly, called  deliberatiTc.  I  mean,  sir,  the  au- 
thority intended  to  be  given  lo  your  leeruitiag 
ofilceia  to  enlist  mtaers,  without  the  consent,  or 
even  against  the  will  of  the  parent,  master  or 
gnardiaa ;  in  other  words,  aad  in  effect,  if  carried, 
to  steal  the  ward  from  the  guardian,  eaiioe  the 
anpreottoe  from  hia  master,  and  to  sedoee  the 
child  from  his  parent;  and  thus  destroy,  -<aU  the 
chariiies  of  iaiher,  vm^  and  brother."    Whera 


were  the  feeltags  of  the  father,  when  the  eoM 
politician  could  recoaamend  such  a  horrid  pria- 
ciple ;  Bay  a  father  could  not,  a  christian  would 
not  do  it. 

And,  sir,  besides  ontmging  the  best  feeUags  of 
the  heart,  the  principle  riolates  several  important 
provisions  of  the  Constitution.  Suppose,  sir,  an 
opposer  of  the  Constitution  bad  inquired  of  its 
friends,  before  its  adoption,  how  the  power  to 
raise  armies  was  to  be  exercised ;  his  answer  must 
have  been  by  the  voluntary  and  fair  enlistment 
of  persons  capable  of  contracting;  this  would 
hare  satisfied  the  parent^  master,  and  guardian, 
because  they  would  have  shown  tnat  their  wards, 
apprentices,  and  children,  under  twenty-one,  were 
Incapable  of  forming  such  contract.  Can  you 
then,  sir,  against  common  law  and  common  right, 
by  any  act  of  yours,  confer  a  capacity  to  enlist, 
or  contract,  which  did  not  exist  at  the  informa«- 
tion  of  the  Constitution  ?  Sir,  the  illustration  so 
pointedly  stated  by  my  honorable  friend  and  col- 
league (Mr.  Waro)  in  a  different  manner,  re- 
specting married  women,  had  occurred  to  me,  ia 
relation  to  their  inability  to  contract.  You  hare 
occasion,  in  your  armiee,  for  women  to  attend  the 
sick,  aad  to  nurse  some  of  your  old  generals ;  sup- 
pose you  should,  by  law,  attempt  to  authorise 
your  officers  to  recruit  some  wonaea  for  these  ne* 
cessary  purposes,  and  as  married  women  are  gen- 
erally most  experieneed,  you  should  instruct  your 
officers  to  contract  with  such,  without  the  conseat 
of  their  husbands.  Do  you  suppose  that  such  a 
law  ought  to  be  executed  ?  Should  you  imagine 
it  Constiiuttoaal?  If  not,  neither  is  it  so  ia  re- 
gard  of  minors,  for  they  no  more  than  married 
women,  can,  by  law,  contract;  nor  can  you  any 
more  confer  the  capacity  upon  the  ooe^  than 
upon  the  other. 

Besides,  sir,  by  the  Constitution,  "no  State 
shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracta;"  you  will  not  contend  that  this  prohi- 
bition to  the  several  States,  confers  the  power  on 
the  United  States;  because,  but  for  the  prohibi- 
tion, it  would  have  been  reserved  to  the  States  or 
people,  though,  I  trust  in  God,  never  to  have  been 
exercised.  But  pass  this  law,  and  you  not  only 
impair,  but  dissolve  a  thousand  solemn  contracts, 
now  authorized  by  law,  between  parents,  masters, 
and  guardians.  You  attempt  to  do  more — impi* 
ously  to  sever  that  tie  between  pareats  aad  chil- 
dren, formed  by  the  finger  of  Qod,  in  the  heart  ef 


It  is  no  answer  to  say  that  the  master  is  to  receive  ' 
part  of  the  bribe,  which  is  to  entice  his  appren* 
tice  from  him ;  for  we  deny  year  right  thus  to 
entice  or  enlist  him.    It  is  well  that  you  do  not 
thus  insult  the  parent  by  offering  him  some  of  the 

Jiieces  of  silver,  which  are  to  betray  his  child 
irom  him— the  price  of  blood.  Though  he  too 
has  a  property  m  the  service  of  the  child  till 
twenty-one.  which  you  cannot  take  ^^for  public 
use  without  just  compensation." 

Believe  me,  sir,  as  your  laws  now  stand,  this 
war  has  already  introduced  into  prirate  famiUea, 
too  much  distress.  On  this  very  «>bjeot  of  e^ 
listing  minors,  the  most  inhuman  and  dtatr«ssiag 
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acts  haye  been  perpetrated  by  some  of  your  re- 
croiting  officers.  Minors  bare  been  often  enlisted 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents;  and  when 
these  parents  have  demanded  them  of  your  offi- 
cers, they  have  laughed  them  to  scorn;  and  when 
they  have  called  in  the  civil  authority  to  enforce 
their  demands,  it  has  been  resisted  by  force  of 
arms;  and  the  unhappy  youth  marched  off, in  the 
•dead  of  night,  and  concealed  from  his  parent 
And  when,  driven  by  the  severity  of  his  officers, 
the  suffering  child  has  fled  to  his  paternal  man- 
sion for  protection,  that  mansion,  the  castle  of 
his  parent,  has  been  surrounded  at  night  by  ruf- 
fian soldiers,  its  sanctity  violated,  its  doors  burst 
open,  and  the  struggling  child  torn  from  the  arms 
of  his  distracted  mother.  Another  instance,  I 
know,  where  a  child,  enticed  away  and  enlisted, 
ran  to  the  arms  of  his  father  for  safety — the  father 
and  son  were  waylaid  by  armed  soldiers  in  the 
woods,  were  attacked  with  swords  and  pistols, 
and  the  suffering  child  forcibly  taken  from  the 
wounded  parent. 

If  these  cruelties  are  inflicted  contrary  to  law, 
what  accumulation  of  distress  may  we  not  anti- 
cipate, when  they  shall  be  authorized  by  law  7 
I  speak  of  facts  which  I  do  know,  of  distresses  of 
daily  occurrence,  of  crimes  which  have  wrung 
the  father's  heart  with  anguish,  and  filled  his 
house  with  nkisery  and  woe. 

This  act,  sir,  authorizes  four  recruiting  officers 
to  enlist  into  your  army,  any  free,  effective,  able* 
bodied  man,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
fifty.  Now,  sir,  what  kind  of  a  free,  able-bodied 
nan,  is  a  stripling  of  eighteen,  under  the  author- 
ity of  his  parent,  or  bound  to  a  master.  I  agree  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Hopkins,)  whose  zeal  and 'intelligence  1  nave 
often  admired,  (they,  I  think,  were  misapplied 
here,)  that  the  minor  contemplated  by  this  bill, 
IS  not 

*<  The  infant 
Mewling  and  paling  in  his  nurse's  arms." 
Nor,  sir,  can,  or  ought  he  to  be — a 

"  Soldier, 
Full  of  strange  oaths»  and  bearded  like  the  pard, 
Jealous  in  honor,  sudden  and  quick  in  quarrel, 
Seeking  the  babble  reputation 
Even  in  the  cannon's  mouth." 

I  would  ask  that  honorable  gentleman,  what 
such  a  stripling  would  do  in  battle,  opposed  to 
his  huge  frame  and  nervous  arm  ?  Could  he  turn 
'  your  l»yonet,or  stop  the  descending  sword  ?  Be- 
lieye  me,  he  could  not.  No,  sir,  boys  of  that  age 
cannot  bear  the  hardships  of  a  camp,  much  less 
can  they  withstand  the  shock  of  battle,  or  breast 
the  storm  of  war. 

If  what  I  have  ursed  will  not  induce  you  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  this  bill,  I  appeal  to  you— I 
beseech  you,  as  friends  of  humanity,  to  spare  the 
tears  which  the  passage  of  this  law  will  cause  to 
flow^;  I  appeal  to  you  as  fathers,  by  every  endear- 
ing tie  which  binds  you  to  your  children,  not  to 
4hprive  the  aged  parent  of  the  child  of  his'youth, 
the  support  and  solace  of  his  declining  years,  lest 
fOQ  bring  his  gray  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave. 


I  entreat  you  to  make  the  case  your  own— sup- 
pose a  darling  child,  an  only  son,  snatched  from 
you  by  the  scourge  of  war — in  the  language  of 
grief  and  of  nature,  you  will  then  exclaim: 
"  Would  to  God  I  had  died  for  thee,  O  Absalom, 
my  son,  mv  son  !" 

James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  States, 
is  the  father  of  this  system  of  conscription  for 
America,  as  his  unfortunate  friend  Bonaparte  was 
of  that  of  France ;  this  he  announced  in  hia  Mes- 
sage, before  referred  to,  as  follows : 

**  I  earnestly  renew,  at  the  same  time,  a  recommen- 
dation of  such  changes  in  the  system  of  militia,  as,  by 
classing  and  disciplining  for  the  most  prompt  and  ac- 
tive service  the  portions  most  capable  of  it,  will  give  to 
that  great  resource  for  the  public  safety  all  the  reqoi- 
site  energy  and  efficiency." 

His  plans  therefor,  substantially  embraced  by 
these  conscription  bilb,  were  afterwards  submit- 
ted to  Congress,  by  his  Secretary  of  War,  James 
Monroe,  and  by  him  attempted  to  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  American  people,  by  the  plea  of  neces- 
sity : 
**  So  spake  the  fiend,  and,  with  necessity^ 

The  tyrant's  plea,  ezcns'd  his  devilish  deeds." 
Your  President  further  says,  in  the  same  Mes- 
sage: "We  see  the  people  rusning  with  eofhusi- 
^  asm  to  the  scenes  where  danger  and  duty  call. 
'  In  offering  their  blood,  they  give  the  surest  pledge 
*  that  no  other  tribute  will  be  withheld."  If  this 
be  true,  sir,  where  is  the  necessity  of  violation 
the  Constitution  to  impose  upon  the  people  a  mil- 
itary despotism  and  French  conscription  ?  That 
it  is  true,  in  one  sense,  the  acknowledged  and 
tried  virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  people  are  proof. 
But  it  is  at  the  call  of  the  State  authorities  (now 
our  only  efficient  rulers)  that  they  fly  to  arms,  to 
defend  the  soil,  and  everything  dear  to  them ;  this 
they  are  able,  this  they  are  ready,  this  thev  are 
determined  to  do,  against  all  invaders — not,  how- 
ever, as  a  tribute  to  Nero,  but  as  a  sacred  doty  to 
themselves  and  their  country. 

As  to  the  patriotism  and  devotion  of  the  people 
to  their  country,  we  hear  much  said  by  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  House  ;  and  compari- 
sons, too  often  odious,  have  been  made  between 
the  relative  patriotism  of  the  West  and  North; 
these  sectional  views  I  regret  as  much  as  any  one, 
especially,  when  rendered  necessary  by  the  con- 
stant oppression,  by  the  Administration,  of  par- 
ticular sections  of  the  country.  The  Qovernors 
of  New  England  have  been  traduced,  because 
they  would  not  fall  down  and  worship  the  idols 
of  Democracy,  while  the  gentlemen  of  the  West 
have  continually  celebrat^  the  dcTotion  of  their 
States  to  the  powers  that  are.  In  the  first  and 
second  session  of  the  13th  Congress,  we  were  al- 
most deafened  with  their  cry  of  patriotism  and 
proffers  of  service;  but,  at  this  session,  the  tune 
appears  to  be  a  little  changed;  it  is  now  said 
that  the  people  must  be  encouraged ;  that  it  is 
wrong  to  expect  them  to  save  their  country  with- 
out a  liberal  compensation;  in  other  words^no 
pay,  no  patriotism.  Sir,  I  am  disposed  to  do  more 
than  justice,  if  possible,  to  our  brethren  of  the 
West;  I  most  cordially  acknowledge  them  aa 
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bretbren ;  many  of  them  are  from  New  England ; 
I  know  them  to  be  bardjr,  bold,  and  enterprising. 
But)  sir,  it  is  a  little  unfortunate ,  for  our  poor 
country,  that  the  stock  of  patriotism  of  the  West 
and  our  national  Treasury  should  both  be  ex- 
hauated  at  the  same  moment.  I  cannot  say  that 
there  was  any  very  intimate  connexion  between 
them,  or  that  the  one  receiFed  its  aliment  from 
the  other.  I  only  mention  facts  which  have  been 
announced  on  this  floor. 

Pause  for  a  moment,  sir,  and  reflect  upon  the 
manner  in  which  yon  have  attempted  to  raise 
and  recruit  your  Army,  for  carrying  on  this  ruin- 
ous war.  At  first,  you  appealed  to  the  patriotism 
of  the  people  tosup^wrt  you  in  this  rash  measure, 
and  expected  to  raise  an  army  by  offering  the 
usual  bounty  and  wages ;  disappointed  in  that  ex- 
pectation, you  next  attempted  to  buy  soldiers,  and 
authorized  your  recruiting  officers  to  give  for  them 
in  bounty,  land,  and  waces,  about  the  value  of  a 
prime  slave  in  the  South.  And  those  who  were 
tempted,  by  the  price  only,  to  sell  themselves  to 
you,  except  to  save  their  families  from  starving, 
deserve  to  be  slaves.  Thus  baffled  in  all  your 
attempts  to  enlist  the  people  on  your  side,  in  this 
war,  you  intend,  by  these  conscription  bills,  stick- 
ing to  the  slave  principles  still,  to  kidnap  the  peo- 
ple, as  you  would  slaves ;  and  they  will  deserve 
this  fate,  if  they  tamely  submit  to  such  op- 
pression. 

We  were  gravely  told,  the  other  day,  by  an 
honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  BABNfeTT,)  in  debate, 
that  this  was  the  people's  war ;  that  they  must 
and  should  come  out  and  fight  their  own  battles. 
It  was,  I  think,  sir,  but  a  poor  compliment  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  to  call  an  act  theirs, 
passed  by  so  lean  a  majority  of  their  Representa- 
tives. No,  sir,  you  passed  the  act  declaring  war 
at  your  peril,  as  yon  pass  every  other  law ;  if  it 
be  salutary,  if  it  prove  beneficial  to  the  country, 
the  people  will  support  you ;  if  not,  the  disgrace 
and  rum  oi^ht  to. fall  upon  your  own  heads. 
That  honorable  gentleman  Aid  further,  that  they 
had  heretofore  M  the  people  with  soft  corn ;  that 
is,  treated  them  too  kindly,  rendered  them  too 
prosperous  and  happv.  What,  in  the  name  of 
Qod,  does  the  honorable  gentleman  mean  by  this  1 
What  species  of  distress,  what  complication  of 
misery,  have  you  failed  to  bring  upon  the  people, 
in  the  last  seven  years?  A  whole  apprenticeship 
of  wretchedness.  Have  you  not  destroyed  their 
commerce,  paralyzed  their  industry,  loaded  them 
with  taxes,  (after  depriving  them  of  the  ability 
to  pay,)  forced  them  into  your  ranks  to  support 
their  wives  and  children,  subjected  them  to  fre- 
quent and  harassing  calls  for  militia  service,  often 
discharged  them  therefrom  without  clothing  or 
pay.  far  from  their  families  an(^  friends,  sick,  dis- 
tressed, and  wounded  1  And  what,  let  me  ask,  is 
the  situation  of  a  whole  army  in  the  North,  so 
pathetically  described  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Inqbam,)  at  this  in- 
clement season  of  the  year,  in  that  severe,  cold 
climate,  destitute  of  clothes,  with  nothing  to  cover 
them  but  the  heavens ;  no  friendly  mansion  to  re- 
ceive their  wounded  bodies,  unless  the  friendly 


earth,  in  compassion  of  their  suffering,  should 
open  her  bosom,  and  receive  them  and  their  mis- 
eries forever ! 

If  this,  sir.  be  to  treat  the  people  with  soft  corn, 
I  pray  that  honorable  gentleman  to  give  it  to  his 
slaves,  and  not  to  freemen.  But  he  further  re- 
marked, that  they  have  been  hitherto  daubing 
the  people  with  ud tempered  mortar.  There,  sir, 
I  perfectly  agree  with  him.  When  the  great 
Jefferson,  (I  mean  great  in  theory,  but  little  in 
fact,  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  the  hero  of  Carter's  Mountain,)  in  his 
Inaugural  Address,  in  honeyed,  though  deceitful 
accents,  which  never  ought  to  be  forgotten  by  his 
friend,  or  forgiven  by  the  friends  of  our  country, 
said,  we  are  all  Federalists,  all  Republicans — 
all  white,  all  black — he  daubed  the  people  witb 
unteropered  mortar.  Mr. Madison  (the  destroyer 
of  Washington,  as  he  would  be  of  every  one  that 
bore  his  name  or  revered  his  virtues)  following 
the  example  of  his  great  predecessor,  has,  in  many 
of  his  Messages,  and  by  many  of  his  acts,  daubed 
the  people  with  untempered  mortar;  and  you 
have  attempted  to  build  up  your  party  with  un- 
tempered mortar,  until  the  political  fabric,  like 
the  remains  of  the  edifices  around  us,  is  tumbling 
into  ruin.  — 

We  have,  indeed,  sir,  fallen  on  evil  times,  and 
this  is  a  strange  Government  under  which  we 
suffer.  Our  Constitution  is  beautiful  in  theory. 
In  reading  it  we  should  suppose  that  the  peo- 
ple were  everything,  and  that  it  could  not  fail 
of  rendering  them  prosperous  and  happy,  as 
indeed  it  did,  under  the  wise  administration  of 
Wabhinoton;  but^  siuce  it  has  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  its  enemies,  it  appears  to  be  entirely 
changed.  As  now  administered,  we  should  sup- 
pose that  the  people  were  made  for  the  Gk)vern« 
ment,  not  the  Govern ment  for  the  people^  and, 
that  the  great  duty  of  the  people  was  to  mamtata 
a  corrupt  Administration,  with  its  thousand  de« 
pendants  and  hungry  expectants,  in  idleness  and 
dissipation.  You  tax  the  people,  you  deprive  theoa 
of  employment  and  property ;  you  fight  your  bat* 
ties  with  the  people,  and  when  your  severity  forces 
them  to  desert,  yon  shoot  them  by  dozens.  And 
all  this  is  done  in  the  name  and  for  the  good  of 
the  people.  *^  We,  the  people,"  stand  first  in  the 
Constitution,  and  the  last  to  receive  any  benefit 
from  it. 

When,  sir,  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have,  in  behalf  of  the  people,  accused  Mr.  Madi* 
son  and  some  of  his  Cabinet  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  the  friends  of  these  men  have  re- 
ferred them  to  the  Constitution  for  their  impeach- 
ment and  punishment.  Cruel  insult  and  mock- 
ery !  Impeachment  ?  Who,  in  the  name  of  God, 
are  to  vote  and  carry  up — I  ask  pardon,  sir,  I 
should  say  down^everything  in  this  strange 
Government  is  sadly  turned  topsy-turvy — who, 
I  repeat,  in  the  name  of  God,  are  to  vote  and 
carry  down  articles  of  impeachment  against  these 
high  offeoders?  Is  it  not  the  majority  on  this 
floor ;  the  fast  friends  of  the  Executive ;  the  ad- 
visers and  abettors  of  some  of  the  most  oppressive 
acts  of  which  we  complain  ?    Will  they  vote 
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articles  of  impeachment  which  go  to  criminate 
themselres  ?  It  is  too  much  to  expect  of  poor 
human  nature,  constituted  as  it  is.  If,  howerer, 
returning  to  a  sense  of  justice  and  of  dutr  to  the 
people — and  I  well  know  that  I  violate  all  proba- 
bility by  the  supposition — the  majority  should 
be  induced  to  perform  this  sacred  office,  after  this 
Grand  Inquest  for  the  body  of  the  nation,  as  it  is 
sometimes  called,  hare  found  a  true  bill,  what  is 
the  body  or  petit  jury  which  is  to  try  it  i  Is  it  a 
packed  jury?  No,  not  so  good;  for  then  there 
would  be  a  right  of  challenge ;  but  the  people 
must  take  them  as  they  find  them,  unanointed, 
uoannealed,  with  all  their  party  and  political  sins 
about  them.  Yes,  sir,  when  you  appfoach  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  you  go  one  step 
Bearer  to  the  President,  one  step  nearer  the  head 
of  power,  patronage,  and  corruption.  The  pres* 
ent  majority  in  that  body[  are  the  personal  friends 
aud  ad  risers  of  the  President ;  they  are  connect- 
ed by  official  duties,  confirm  his  nominations,  ex- 
tend the  Executive  patronage,  whereby  the  offices 
of  the  people  are  made  use  of  as  instruments  to 
debauch  and  corrupt  them.  Can  you  expect  such 
a  majority  to  find  one  of  their  friends  guilty,  when 
the  same  verdict  would  seal  their  own  condem- 
nation ? 

This  consolidation  of  the  different  departments 
of  Qorernmentj  I  must  observe  to  you,  sir,  is  one 
of  the  bi^h  crimes  which  this  Administration 
has  committed  against  the  Constitution  and  the 
American  people.  For  party  and  corrupt  pur- 
poses, you  have  broken  down  the  barriers  inter- 
posed by  the  Constitution,  for  the  safety  of  the 
people,  between  the  several  departments  of  power, 
whereby  this  Administration,  including  the  ma- 
jorities in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  have  become 
one  unleavened  lnm|)  of  democracy  and  oppres- 
sion. Not  content  with  the  Constitution,  as  you 
violently  tore  it  from  Washington  and  its  other 
friends;  not  content  with  creeping  under  it,  leap- 
ing over  it,  winding  round  it — now,  sword  in 
)Mnd.  attempting  to  pierce  through  it ;  you  have 
80  altered  it,  changed  it,  and  mangled  it,  to  suit 
your  party  views  and  purposes — to  perpetuate 
Tour  power  and  misrule— that  the  people  no 
longer  know  or  acknowledge  it;  no  longer  find 
under  it  protection  for  their  property  or  safety 
for  their  lives.  It  is  time  then,  sir,  high  time,  for 
the  people,  in  their  turn,  to  look  into  this  Instru- 
nient ;  to  see  if  they  can  heal  t^e  wounds  which 
violence  has  inflicted  on  it — restore  it  to  its  pris- 
tine health  and  vieor ;  that  they  may,  as  at  the 
beginning,  find  safety  and  protection  under  the 
shadow  of  the  wings  of  the  American  Eagle. 

If  this  Administration  can,  consistently  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  rnin  the  coun- 
try and  oppress  the  people  as  they  have  done, 
that  Constitution  should,  and  must  be  changed. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  brought  this  ruin 
and  oppression  upon  the  country  in  open  viola- 
tion of  that  charter,  once  deemed  sacred,  then  is 
this  Administration,  with  Jaoies  Madison  at  its 
liead,  a  common  nuisance,  and  ought  to  be  abated 
by  the  people. 

W«  still  hear  a  feeble,  though  intidtous  try  of 


union.  Union  with  whom  ?  The  present  bank- 
rupt, oppressive  Administration?  Believe  me, 
gentlemen,  you  want  no  aid  for  that  purpose ; 
you  are  completing  it  as  fast  as  time  and  your 
crimes  will  permit.  You  complain  that  avarice 
hoards,  and  that  timidity  locks  up  the  money 
from  you.  No,  gentlemen,  you  mistake;  it  is 
common  sense  and  common  prudence  which  keep 
it  from  the  grasp  of  bankrupts  and  spendthrifts. 

Sir,  this  country  is  in  an  alarming  and  ftwfal 
situation.  She  is  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin. 
The  people  have,  indeed,  a  difficult  and  painful 
labor  and  duty  to  perform,  to  protect  ihemseives 
and  their  country  against  the  desperate  assaults 
of  an  oppressive  and  wicked  Administration,  and 
of  an  exasperated  foreign  enemy ;  but,  with  tha 
blessing  of  Heaven  en  their  exertions,  they  will 
triumph  over  all  their  enemies.  It  is  now  said, 
and  I  think  with  truth,  that  the  salvation  of  this 
country  depends  upon  the  revival  of  its  expiring 
credit.  This  the  present  men  in  power  cannot 
accomplish.  The  Administration  is  bankrupt  in 
means  and  resources,  and  they  have  ruined  most 
of  their  friends  who  have  loaned  them  money. 
In  vain  do  they  resort  to  the  bubble  of  paper 
credit,  which  will  burst  with  the  very  breath  that 
blows  it  up ;  in  vain  do  they  turn  their  vacant 
sure  on  that  huge  spectre  of  a  fifty  million  paper 
bank — that  castle  in  the  air,  that  baseless  fabric 
of  a  vision,  which  must  dissolve  in  thin  air.  Tio^ 
sir ;  such  visions  will  not  meet  or  avert  the  dread- 
ful calamity  which  surrounds  us.  There  is  bat 
one  mode,  tnen,  in  which  this  nation  can  be  saved. 
By  placing,  and  that  immediately,  the  nation  in 
the  hands  and  under  the  guardian  care  of  men  in 
whom  the  people  have,  and  ought  to  hare  confi- 
dence; in  the  hands  of  men  who^  with.  Wash- 
ington, before  laid  the  foundation  of  public  cred- 
it— which  nothing  but  folly  and  wickedness  could 
undermine;  under  the  care  of  men  who,  with 
Washington  at  their  head,  and  with  his  spirit 
and  principles  in  their  hearti,  raised  our  Republic 
to  glory  and  renown.  But,  mistake  me  not.  No 
bribe  can  tempt,  no  office  seduce,  the  true  disci- 
ples of  Washington  to  desert  or  betray  their 
principles  or  their  country.  Nothing  but  the  in- 
terest—nothing short  of  the  salvation,  of  their 
country,  could  induce  them  to  resume  that  au- 
thority, now  so  abused,  which  was  insidiously 
wrested  from  them.  Plaoe  such  mea  in  author- 
ity; put  the  destinies  of  the  nation  into  their 
hands,  and  thousands  of  their  friends  will  rally 
round  their  standard — not  with  empty  profes- 
sions of  lives  and  fortunes,  but  with  the  free-will 
offering  of  their  treasures  and  their  blood. 

Mr.  Qrosvbnor  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Shabp. 
of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  that,  impatient  as  the  House  an* 
peared  to  be  for  the  question,  he  could  not  sufier 
it  to  be  taken  without  some  animadversions  upon 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  honorable  gentle 
man  who  had  just  sat  down.  Before  he  offered 
those,  however,  he  would  speak  briefly  to  the 
propriety  and  Constitutionality  of  the  provision 
under  discussion.  He  confessed  he  had  bestowed 
upon  it  no  particular  attention,  as  it  had  not  been 
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his  purpose  to  take  any  part  in  tbe  debate.  He 
bad  thought  that  the  reasoaingr  of  his  honorable 
friend  was  conclusive  affainsc  it  upon  Constitu- 
tional  grouods ;  and  he  bad  hoped,  that  the  dis- 
tress which  would  be  carried  into  domestic  life, 
so  eloquently  described  by  the  two  gentlemen 
from  Massachusetts,  (Messrs.  Waro  and  Kiira,) 
would  reach  tbe  heart  of  every  member,  aud  com* 
pel  him  to  reject  the  prorisiou.  But  he  was 
wholly  mistaken.  If,  said  Mr.O.,  anything  could 
astonish  me  in  this  House,  it  would  be  the  per- 
tinaeitT  with  which  this  offensive  provision  is 
pressed  upon  us.  The  object  to  be  obtained  is  so 
extremely  trilling,  as  to  render  the  ardor  of  pur* 
suit  as  ridiculous  as  it  is  impolitic.  I  believe  my 
friend  from  New  Hampshire  baa  ffone  to  the  very 
extent  of  the  fact,  when  he  has  admitted  that  you 
might,  possibly,  by  this  provision,  gain  an  acees* 
sioB  of  one  thousand  to  your  armies*  Under  the 
present  law  minors  enlist.  All  that  worthless  de- 
scription of  youn^f  men,  who  have  received  their 
education  in  the  tippling  shops  and  the  brothels, 
now  go  into  your  armies,  and  nobody  reclaims 
thom,  becausei  the  camp  is  their  proper  element. 
Beyond  this  desoriptioo,  which  you  now  have,  if 
yon  gain  an  annual  thousand  you  will  exceed 
even  your  own  expectation ;  and  for  this  paltry 
(;ain  you  are  about  to  adopt  a  principle,  not  only 
m  tbe  opinion  of  many  unconstitutional,  but,  in 
practice,  jeopardizing  the  good  order  of  the  com- 
munity, violating  contracts,  disturbing  tbe  sacred 
rights  of  natural  affection,  and  all  the  felicities 
of  domestic  life.  My  honorable  friend  from  New 
Hampshire  has  characterised  the  proceeding  as 
folly ;  I  pronounce  it  a  measure  combining  strong 
characters  of  weakness  and  violence,  of  folly  and 
madness. 

Is  it  Constitutional?  The  provision  is,  that  all 
minors,  of  every  condition,  may,  of  their  own 
mere  will,  contract  to  serve  In  your  armies,  and 
that  such  contract  shall  be  conclusive  and  blad- 
ing. By  the  laws  of  every  State  the  age  o(  mi- 
nority is  fixed,  and  no  minor  can  make  a  valid 
and  binding  contract.  Can  you  abrogate  this 
State  law  ?  No,  sir.  To  do  so,  was  never  dele- 
gated to  you  by  tbe  State  or  the  peo[4e«  All 
analogies  from  other  Governmentb  fail  you. 
Yours  is  a  Government,  sovereign  to  be  sure,  but 
whose  sovereignty  is  confined  to  particular  sub- 
jects of  ieffislation,  and  is  limited  by  articles  and 
sections.  You  have  power  to  legislate  upon  no 
subjects,  except  such  as  are  brought  within  your 
jurisdiction  by  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  in  what  article  or  section  of  the  Consti- 
tion  do  you  find  a  power  to  enter  the  sanctu- 
ary of  society,  and  frame  municipal  laws  for 
this  people?  Where  is  your  authority  to  give 
ability  to  the  citizens  to  make  contracts,  which 
ability  is  forbidden  by  tbe  municipal  laws  of 
the  States?  The  ability  to  contract  is  the 
creature  of  municipal  law;  it  is  the  subject  of 
State  legislation;  it  is  exclusively  reserved  to 
the  States,  as  sovereign  States.  And  it  is  a  di- 
rect subversion  of  the  very  frame  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  usurp  that  power,  which  exists  not  in  the 
Constitution.  Where  will  you  stop?  If  you  can, 


in  defiance  of  State  law,  declare  that  a  minor 
may  make  a  binding  contract,  can  you  not,  on  the 
same  principle,  extend  tbe  time  of  minority,  and 
declare  that  any  contract  by  a  man  over  toe  age 
of  minority,  as  fixed  by  State  laws,  shall  not  be 
binding?'  May  you  not  interfere  with  any  other 
subject  of  municipal  law?  Why  may  you  not 
abolish  the  statutes  of  usury  in  any  State?  Why 
not  new  model  the  laws  oi  descent,  and  declare 
that  the  brother  or  a  stranger  shall  inherit  in  pref* 
erence  to  the  son?  And  why  not  interfere  with 
your  remedial  laws  and  regulations?  Your  prin^ 
eiple  bears  you  through  all  these  usurpations ;  and 
if  it  be  correct  you  may,  if  you  have  the  courage 
to  attempt  it,  steal  away  all  the  powers  of  the 
Stales,  and  render  their  sovereignties  ridiculous 
phantoms.  Sir,  the  attempt  is  usurpation,  and 
must  experience  the  same  fate  with  other  usur- 
pations, with  all  arbitrary  efforts  to  destroy  the 
Constitution. 

My  friend  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Web* 
btbr)  has  siid,  that  if  you  can  enlist  apprentices 
in  defiance  of  their  masters,  you  may  also  deliver 
the  slave  from  his  servitude.  Is  he  not  literally 
correct?  Why  may  you  not  enlist  tbe  slave? 
Because,  by  the  municipal  laws  of  the  States,  he 
has  not  the  power  to  contract.  The  saoEie  reason, 
precbely,  forbids  the  enlisting  of  minors  and  ap- 
prentices. If  you  can  remove  the  incapacity  frooa 
the  latter,  so  you  may  from  tbe  former.  Will  you 
say  that  the  master  has  a  property  in  the  services 
of  his  slave  ?  How  has  he  that  property  ?  Solely 
by  a  State  law.  By  the  same  law  the  master  has 
a  property  in  the  service  of  the  apprentice-^-the 
father  in  tbe  minority  of  his  son.  And  if  you 
may  abrogate  the  law  and  violate  the  property 
in  tbe  one  case,  you  may  do  it  in  the  other.  Nor 
is  there  any  distinction  arising  from  the  duties  of 
native  allegiance.  I  have  already  stated  that  the 
sovereipn  powers  of  Government,  in  this  country, 
are  divided ;  part  rests  with  the  States,  and  part 
with  tbe  Union.  With  the  latter,  rest  those  pow- 
ers del^ated  in  the  Constitution ;  all  tbe  retnain- 
der  are  in  tbe  Slates  or  tbe  people.  The  natural 
allegiance  of  the  people  is  clue  to  the  State  sove- 
reignties ;  and  that  allegiance  only  is  due  to  the 
Federal  Government  which  is  promised  by  the 
Constitution.  In  that  Constitution  the  minor  has 

Eromned  no  military  duly,  but  that  which  is  to 
e  performed  in  the  militia.  In  the  militia  be 
may  be  forced  into  the  service  of  tbe  United 
States,  <'  to  execute  the  laws,  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, and  repel  invasion  f  beyond  this  you  can- 
not force  him  into  your  service;  nor  can  you  en- 
tice him  by  any 'contract,  not  sanctioned  by  his 
father,  guardian,  or  master.  I  will  not  pursue 
the  Constitutional  objection  to  the  bill  any  further. 
But  your  right  to  adopt  this  provision  has  been 
argued  on  precedent;  and  the  law  of  1798  has 
been  cited.  Sir  could  a  thousand  precedents  of 
the  violation  of  the  Constitution  be  produced  in 
your  statute  book,  they  would  have  no  weight 
with  me.  These  are  not  times  to  be  influenced 
by  those  precedents  which  arose  in  the  sgitationa 
of  any  period,  or  by  the  opinions  of  others,  per- 
haps lightly  formed  and  hastily  expressed.    The 
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ConstitDtioD  is  now  daily  fooled  to  the  rery  top 
of  its  beat.  For  purposes  of  an  hallowed  con- 
quest, the  Secretary  ot  War.  who  seems  to  be  at 
once  the  director  general  and  orsan  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, has  stretched  all  its  limbs  upon  the 
rack  of  party,  until  it  has  spoken  any  and  every 
language  which  its  tormentor  has  dictated.  This 
is  not  a  moment  for  the  sentinels  of  freedom  to 
sleep,  or  to  be  deluded  by  idle  opinion,  or  ill^d- 
vised  precedent. 

The  provisions  of  the  Constitution  are  before 
us.  I  will  admit  all  the  acknowledged  rules  of 
construction  to  obtain  its  legitimate  meaning; 
but  though  precedents  of  its  violation  should  be 
cited  by  the  month,  they  should  have  no  weight 
with  me,  however  plausible  or  authoritative  they 
may  be  deemed  by  others. 

But  even  precedent  is  not  to  be  found.  What 
is  the  principle  of  the  taw  of  1798?  Citizens, 
**of  able  bodies  and  suitable  affe,"  mi^h(  be  en- 
listed '*  under  the  direction  of  tne  President."  In 
point  of  fact,  the  President  did  direct  that  minors 
should  not  be  enlisted.  But  suppose  he  had  di- 
rected otherwise,  and  minors  had  been  enlisted, 
their  contracts  were  voidable  under  the  State 
Jaws,  and,  on  application,  the  State  judges  might, 
and  frequently  did,  release  them.  If  the  enlisted 
minor  had  a  parent,  guardian,  or  master,  either 
might,  and  frequently  did,  reclaim  him  from  the 
service.  How  different  is  this  act.  Here  you  not 
only  in  express  terms  authorize  the  enlistment  of 
minors,  but  you  consider  their  contract  of  enlist- 
ment conclusive.  You,  in  express  terms,  author- 
ize the  apprentice  to  violate  the  contract  with  his 
master ;  and  you  declare  the  master  entirely  with- 
out remedy.  Have  gentlemen  considered  the 
partial  operation  of  thts  provision.?  Its  effects  will 
not  be  felt  in  the  South,  where  manual  labor  is 
performed,  not  by  hardy  freemen  but  by  slaves. 
k  will  not  be  felt  in  the  South  and  the  West, 
where  manufactories,  and  conse()uently  appren- 
tices, are  few ;  but  it  will  fall  with  dreadful  vio- 
lence upon  the  North  and  the  East,  where  the 
bardy  owners  of  the  soil  rely  upon  their  sons  to 
till  the  earth ;  where  manufactories  of  all  descrip- 
tions, private  and  public,  have  suddenly  multi- 
plied beyond  all  parallel ;  and  where  the  services 
of  apprentices  are  all-important  to  their  success. 
Certainly,  if  any  act  waa  ever  justly  odious,  this 
will  be  most  justly  detested  by  the  freemen  of 
the  North  and  £ast. 

Here,  perhaps.  I  ought  to  stop ;  but  I  hope  the 
House  will  bckr  with  me  while  I  bestow  a  few 
moments  attention  upon  the  speech  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Sharp.) 
That  gentleman  has  given  his  fancy  a  latitude  of 

5 arty  crimination  beyond  the  ordinary  field  of 
ebate. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Wabd)  had  spoken  of  the  domestic  happi- 
ness, the  social  and  maternal  feelings,  which  this 
act  would  violate — of  the  heart-rending  scenes 
that  must  occur,  when  the  youth,  who  in  a  mo- 
ment of  feverish  ambition,  or  giddy  revelry,  had 
enlisted,  should  be  dragged  from  the  embraces  of 
hit  mother  and  sisters  to  the  dangers  of  a  Cana- 


dian war.  Oentlemen  who  favor  the  bill  have 
all  appeared  to  me  to  treat  this  subject  with  too 
mucn  levity. 

Sir,  the  best  feelines  of  our  natures,  those  stroqg 
family  affections  which  form  at  once  the  li^- 
ments  and  felicities  of  social  life,  cannot  be  vio- 
lated by  any  Government  with  impunity ;  and 
those  measures  which  cause  the  tears  of  a  whole 
nation  to  flow,  cannot  comport  with  its  interests, 
its  honor,  or  its  durable  prosperity.  But  these, 
it  seems,  will  be  the  tears  of  women. 

The  age  of  chivalry  may  have  departed,  but  the 
nature  and  affections  of  man  remain  unchanged. 
And  the  annals  of  the  world  will  prove,  that 
when  by  oppression  and  injustice  tears  are  wrung 
from  female  eves,  it  never  can  be  long  before  they 
mingle  with  the  blood  of  man.  Let  no  Legisla- 
ture forget;  that  so  closely  are  the  social  affections 
knit  together — so  well  are  all  our  feelings  and 
ioterests  woven  in  the  very  frame  of  society,  that 
the  arm  of  the  strong  can  never  long  be  wanting 
to  avense  the  wrongs  and  protect  the  rights  of 
the  weak.  While  on  this  subject,  I  would  say  a 
word  upon  the  refined  lesson  which  bms  just  been 
read  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  hid 
countrywomen.  He  has  recited,  for  their  imita- 
tion, the  address  of  a  Spartan  mother  to  her  son, 
as  be  was  departing  on  a  marauding  expedition : 
"  Bring  back  this  shield,  or  be  brought  back  upon 
it." 

I  trust  I  am  not  insensible  to  sentimeots  or  ac- 
tions of  heroism ;  but,  whenever  I  have  read  this 
address,  an  emotion  very  different  from  admira- 
tion has  always  been  prevalent  in  my  mind. 

Where  were  those  claims  of  nature — those 
strong  natural  affections — which  cling  to  the  off- 
spring with  a  force  stronger  than  death  ?  None 
of  them  resided  in  the  bosom  of  that  Spartan  mo- 
ther. Sir,  I  have  often  wondered,  when  I  have 
heard  the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  the  Spartan 
aristocracy  cited  for  the  imitation  of  a  Christian 
Republic.  They  were  a  race,  faithless,  cruel,  and 
barbarous ;  hateful  and  terrible  to  the  rest  of  man- 
kind. Ail  their  maxims  were  unjust  and  sd&sh, 
and  all  their  institutions  modelled  on  principles 
of  immoral  tendency  j  cakulated  only  to  extend 
the  empire  of  ignorance,  desolation,  and  revenge. 

Why  will  not  the  honorable  gentleman  proceed, 
and  cite^  from  the  same  polluted  source,  examples 
for  the  imitation  of  our  youth  ?  One  great  ob- 
ject of  Spartan  policy  was  to  accomi^sfa  her  youth 
in  the  useful  science  of  thieving  f  It  became  a 
maxim,  that  to  steal  adroitly  was  meritorious; 
but,  to  be  detected,  was  crime  and  ignominy. 
And  no  doubt  many  a  Spartan  mother  has  charged 
her  son,  upon  the  eve  of  some  petty  larceny  ex- 
pedition. Return  successful  and  undetected,  or 
return  a  corpse. 

I  have  seen  and  have  admired  female  heroism ; 
but,  that  is  not  heroism  which  smothers  in  the 
female  bosom  those  refined  feelings — ihose  fond 
attachments  and  divine  affections — which  con- 
stitute all  there  is  of  elory  in  woman,  in  her  rehi- 
tions  of  daughter,  wife,  and  mother.  Give  to  the 
females  of  the  Choctaw  tribes  the  polished  lan- 
guage of  Greece,  and  they  would  torn  you  a  sen- 
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fence  brcatbiofi^  the  ttme  spirit  and  fediogs  as 
that  uttered  by  this  Amazoo  of  Sparta. 

That  our  country  women  should  cherish  the 
defenders  of  their  country,  is  natural  and  noble. 
And  when  the  defence  of  our  rights  is  the  sole 
question,  even  fenaale  timidity  may  assume  defi- 
ance, and.  with  her  own  hand,  arm  the  warrior  for 
battle.  But,  no  American  mother  can'  urge  her 
son  to  the  invasion  of  Canada— to  carry  misery 
to  those  whom  the  spirit  of  Christianity  has  made 
her  sisters.  If  that  dreadful  work  of  desolation 
must  ffo  on.  let  the  only  agent  be  man;  and,  if 
he  falls  in  the  battle,  deny  not  to  his  mother,  his 
wife,  or  his  sister,  the  holy  office  of  mourning  bis 
&11,  and  bedewing  his  corse  with  her  tears. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  same  honorable  gentleman 
has  complained  of  the  assertion,  so  often  made  by 
usy  that  this  war  has  produced' ruin  to  our  coun- 
try, and  stained  with  disgrace  our  national  char- 
acter. He  has  declared  the  charge  unfounded. 
The  Nawy  has  preserved  our  drowning  honor. 
The  late  campaign  on  the  Niagara  has  covered  a 
multitude  of  stains.  Apart  from  these,  he  seemed 
to  admit  there  bad  been  disgrace ;  and  ne  declared 
he  would  pour  the  whole  torrent  of  his  indigoa- 
tion  upon  those  who  had  produced  it.     ^'But 

*  who  (be  asked)  had  produced  it  ?    Who  were 

*  the  authorsof  our  misfortunes  and  our  disgraces  ? 
'  Those  who  had  declared  and  directed  the  war, 
^  or  those  who  had  opposed  the  declaration,  and  at 
'  all  times  remonstrated  against  iu  continuance?" 

Sir,  the  question  is  imfiortant;  let  it  be  now 
decided.  Who  are  the  guilty  authors  of  the  dis- 
grace on  our  name  and  all  the  misfortunes  of  our 
country  %  Are  they  the  men  who,  before  the  war 
was  declared,  spoke  of  its  dreadful  impolicy ;  por- 
trayed the  defenceless  condition  of  the  country ; 
pointed  daily  to  the  weakness  of  our  means; 
warned  you  that  your  frontiers  would  be  swept 
by  savage  desolation,  and  your  cities  destroyed ; 
that  your  States  would  be  exposed  to  subjugation, 
your  Union  to  dissolution,  and,  almost  in  the  ag- 
ony of  despair,  invoked  you  to  save  your  wives, 
your  children,  your  country,  from  the  sufferings 
And  the  evils  of  the  conflict  ?  Or,  are  they  the 
men,  who,  forgetting  all  the  sacred  duties  which 
bound  them  to  peace ;  buoyed  up  by  the  transi- 
tory huzzas  of  a  mob;  vain  with  a  little  brief  au- 
thority ;  hurried  along  by  the  fatal  influence  of 
party ;  without  necessity,  and  without  mercy, 
plaoged  their  country,  defenceless  and  naked,  into 
that  lake  of  blood  where  she  is  yet  awimming? 
The  men  who  resisted,  even  unto  death,  all  your 
weak  and  wicked  schemes  of  commercial  coer- 
cion, which  spread  distress  over  the  land,  and 
coadoeted  directly  to  this  war  ?  Or  those  who, 
day  after  day,  and  year  after  year,  adopted  a 
coarse  of  oppressive  and  ruinous  policy — a  suc- 
cession of  weak,  yet  suicidal  measures,from  which 
eTen  war  seemed  almost  a  relief? 

Who  are  the  guilty  authors  of  your  ruin?  Those 
who  to  the  last  moment,  even  on  the  brink  of  the 
bloody  gulf,  still  pointed  to  the  white  flag  of  peace 
and  prosperity,  which  Wabhinoton  had  erected  ? 
Or  those  who  rudely  tore  it  down,  and  hoisted 
the  crimson  banner  in  its  stead  ? 
13tb  Coir.  3dSss8.— £4 


Who  are  the  guilty  authors  of  our  disgraces  ? 
The  men,  who,  when  you  had  ploneed  into  the 
golf,  still  spoke  to  you  of  peace— stiU  urged  you 
to  grasp  the  proffered  hand  of  the  enemy  ?  Or, 
those  who,  having  tasted  blood,  continued  to  crv 
for  havoc,  madly  despising  the  only  offer  whicn 
could  issue  in  a  permanent  pacification  ?  The 
men  who  constantly  invoked  you  to  defend  your 
towns  and  coasts — always  protested  against  yoor 
unjust  invasion  of  a  neighboring  province,  and 
forewarned  you  that  the  frowns  of  a  just  God 
would  cover  with  defeat  and  ignominy  all  your 
ambitious  schemes  of  conquest  ?  Or  they  who, 
abandoning:  their  own  soil  and  capital  to  ravage 
and  desolation,  in  the  very  spirit  of  ^norance  and 
gasconade,  boasted  the  conquest  of  Canada  in  six 
weeks,  and  sent  a  Hull  there,  to  surrender  in 
thirty  days  ?  Who  proudly  proclaimed  that  the' 
finger  of  Heaven  pointed  to  QrUebec^that  her 
lofty  ramparts  were  already  trembling  at  their 
prowess— and  sent  a  Wilkinson  to  be  chased  back, 
covered  with  the  blackest  disgrace  ?  Who,  for 
three  years,  have  bent  all  their  power  to  subju* 
gate  a  province,  poor,  thinly  populated,  badly  de- 
fended, and  in  every  instance  have  been  over- 
thrown and  discomfited  ?  Upon  whom,  sir,  shall 
the  good  genius  of  this  country  frown  I 

Review  these  acts,  and  tell  me  who  in  truth  are 
the  authors  of  this  wide-spread  ruin^this  black 
disgrace  which  shrouds  the  American  name? 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  No  doubt,  our 
gallant  frigates  have  gilded  the  national  escutch- 
eon with  the  brightest  beams  of  glory.  To  the 
unbendin^^  spirit  and  gallant  conduct  of  the  Ame- 
rican soldier  no  man  is  more  sensible.  Our  armies 
in  the  North,  during  the  past  Summer,  hare 
fought  with  an  heroic  bravery  worthy  the  best 
days  of  our  Revolution.  Their  gallant  leaden 
are  entitled  to  every  meed  of  applause.  But  all 
their  resolution,  and  all  theirgallantry,  but  shrouds 
the  Cabinet  conductors  of  the  war  in  tenfold  dark« 
ness. 

How  have  the  bravery  and  the  resolution  of 
our  armies  been  applied  ?  To  accomplish  the 
unhallowed  schemes  of  ambition  ;  to  carry  des- 
olation and  death  into  a  country,  feeble  and  pa- 
cific, and  always  the  friend  of  our  Republie,  until 
you  forced  her  to  become  our  enemy.  And  how, 
even  in  this  work  of  unjust  desolation,  how  have 
they  been  directed  ?  In  a  manner,  weak  and  fool* 
ish  beyond  example.  Look  to  the  Niagara.  How 
has  the  life  of  man  been  made  the  sport  of  imbe- 
cility and  ambition  1  What  hecatombs  of  hu- 
man victims  have  been  sacrificed,  in  an  unmeaiH 
ing  contest,  for  a  Canadian  fortress,  of  no  use  to 
our  country,  finally  abandoned  as  worthless. 

The  fields  of  Chippewa^  of  Cornwall,  of  Bridge- 
water,  and  of  Erie,  are  sttU  smoking  with  human 
blood,  crying  to  Heaven  for  vengeance. 

O,  sir,  the  authors  of  this  war  cannot  be  guilt- 
less !  I  tell  them,  in  the  final  day  of  retribution, 
when  the  rulers  of  nations  shall  be  summoned  to 
answer  at  the  dread  tribunal,  the  disgrace,  the 
misery,  the  ruin,  and  the  blood  which  now  covers 
this  land,  will  lie  with  the  weight  of  a  mouatain 
on  their  souls. 
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And  what  ia  oar  guilt?  We  warned,  we  coo- 
jo  red  you  to  shun  the  ruin  of  this  unnecessary, 
Ibis  guilty  war.  When  you  despised  all  our  re- 
monstrances, and  made  the  fatal  plunge,  we  still 
invoked  you  to  turn  your  thoughts  on  peace.  But 
when  we  found  all  your  armies  sent  on  plans  of 
oooquest,  we  appealed  to  Heaven  for  our  recti- 
ttide,  and  boldly  took  our  stand  ;  conscious  that 
BO  fate  could  await  our  country  more  dreadful 
than  the  guilt  of  unjust  invasion  and  an  alliance 
with  the  French  usurper.  Could  we  unite  in 
plans  which  we  verily  believed  had  such  ends  in 
▼lew?  Could  we  vote  for  oMaaures  to  support 
a  war  of  conquest,  which  in  our  souls  we  loathed, 
aa  unjust,  dishonest,  impolitic?  We  saw  the 
ttonatrooa  tyrant  of  France  standing  like  a  Co* 
leasna  in  the  midst  of  Europe,  beating  her  liber- 
.  tiea  to  the  earth,  and  frowning  upon  all  our  free 
inatitutiona,  so  hostile  in  their  nature  to  hia  de- 
apotic  soul  and  his  views  of  universal  empire. 
We  saw  the  final  atroggle  for  the  independence 
of  mankind  abont  commencing,  and  its  issue  in- 
volved in  dreadful  doubt. 

Your  war,  however  intended,  must  be  the  ty- 
rant's ffain.  We  knew  it  was  better,  far  better, 
t^t  all  your  invasions  should  be  turned  back  up- 
on you,  than  that  your  conquests  should  add  one 
Berve  to  that  iron  arm  which  was  beating  down 
the  independence  of  every  nation.  We  could 
not  aid  in  your  schemes  of  ambition  and  conquest. 
Aa  men,  as  patriots^  as  Christians,  we  could  not 
Tolontarily  mingle  m  the  unjust  conflict. 

Yet,  sir,  for  defence  we  have  been  alwaya  ready; 
defence  which  could  be  separated  from  your  in- 
vasion of  Canada.  This  last  is  your  sole  prop- 
erty. The  wreath  of  Canadian  conquests,  whe- 
ther it  be  woven  of  the  laurel  or  the  cypress ; 
whether  it  beam  with  justice  and  glory,  or  be 
dyed  in  the  black  and  crimson  hues  of  disgrace 
and  guilt,  shall  decorate  your  brows  alone.  We 
have  not,  we  never  had,  we  never  will  have  part, 
or  lot,  in  that  matter.  But  for  the  defence  of  our 
coiiBlry,  even  from  those  dangers  with  which 
your  madness  alone  has  surrounded  her,  borne 
down,  persecuted,  slandered,  as  we  are  by  the 
▼cry  Qovemment  which  should  proteet  us,  here 
we  stand,  here  we  have  always  stood,  prepared 
to  furnish  every  aid,  even  to  the  last  vital  drop 
which  warms  our  hearts.  Such  ia  the  very  front 
of  our  offending.  With  our  opponenta  we  are  at 
the  bar  of  Heaven. 

The  name  of  an  honorahle  gentleman,  formerly 
of  thb  House,  now  a  Commiaaioner  at  Qhent,  haa 
been  introduced.  A  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
(Mr.  FiSK,)  alluding  to  the  charge  of  theBritiah 
eommiaaionera,  that  the  conquest  of  Canada  was 
one  object  of  this  war,  expreaaed  aome  indignation 
at  the  Massachuaetto  remonstrance,  which  they 
bad  quoted  in  proof  of  their  charge.  My  honor- 
able friend  from  Massachusetta  (Mr.  Waro)  re- 
marked,  in  reply,  that  it  was  strance  the  British 
oemmisaioners  had  wandered  so  far  for  testimony, 
baamoeh  as  a  simple  Question  to  Mr.  Clay,  if 
tnily  answered,  would  nave  placed  the  subject 
hayond  the  power  of  doubt* 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Keatoeky,  after 


aa  eulogium  upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Clay,  re- 
marked, that  although  he  might  have  mentioned 
an  invasion  of  Canada,  as  a  means  of  compelling 
the  enemy  to  do  us  justice,  yet  he  never  contem- 
plated a  permanent  conquest,  and  an  annexation 
of  a  British  province  to  the  Union.  Mr.  Speaker, 
it  18  atrange  to  me  that  any  doubt  exists  on  this 
subject.  The  permanent  conquest  of  Canada  haa 
been  often  avowed  within  this  House,  and  by  gen- 
tlemen high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Qovernment. 
And  to  me  it  is  wholly  unaccountable,  that  all 
the  American  Commissioners  have  ventuved  to 
deny  it.  The  conquest  of  Canada,  it  is  true,  waa 
not  set  forth  in  the  manifesto,  either  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  of  this  House.  It  waa  not  to  be  expected 
that  an  object  ao  shameful  would  be  officially 
avowed,  out  you  find  it  avowed  in  all  tke  gaz- 
ettes in  the  confidence  of  the  Gh>veraiiient,  in  the 
speeches  of  those  members  of  Congreaa  who  de- 
clared the  war,  in  the  proclamationa  of  those  Gen- 
erals who  have  conducted  the  war.  And  never, 
to  my  knowledge,  has  it  been  disavowed  by  the 
Executive  Government,  ualeas  the  aaaertion  of 
our  Commisaioners  at  Ghent  may  be  deemed 
such  a  disavowal. 

Sir,  I  have  often  heard  it  asserted  on  tbia  floor. 
I  have  heard  it  avowed  bf  Mr.  Clay  while  a 
member  of  thia  House.  I  hold  in  mf  band  a 
speech  of  that  gentleman  delivered  sometime  be- 
fore the  war  was  declared.  I  was  accidentally 
in  the  House;  and  to  show  that  my  friend  from 
Massachusetta  (Mr.  Wabd)  was  in  nowise  mis- 
taken, I  will  read  an  extract  from  this  speech. 
"  I  am  not,  sir,  in  favor  of  cherishing  the  paa- 
'  sion  of  conquest.    But  I  must  be  permitted  to 

*  conclude,  by  declaring  my  hope  to  see,  ere  long, 

*  the  new  United  Statea  (if  you  will  allow  me  the 
^  expression)  embracing  not  only  the  old  thirteen 
^  States,  but  the  entire  country  east  of  the  Mia- 

*  sissippi,  ineludiaff  Bast  Florida,  and  aome  of  the 
'  territories  to  the  North  of  u«  also." 

These  latter  "  territories"  are  none  other  than 
the  Canadaa.  Ia  not  this  the  plain  and  palpable 
spirit  of  conquest  ?  Waa  my  friend  from  Maasa- 
cbusetts  miauken  ?  At  the  time,  the  orator  waa 
the  champion  of  the  Adminiatration  in  the  Sen- 
ate. He  waa  transferred  to  this  House,  and  after- 
wards, Mr.  Speaker,  occupied  the  place  in  which 
you  have  succeedeo.  It  ia  well  knowa  he  waa 
the  confidential  friend  of  the  Preaident.  I  need 
not  deaeribe  hia  atandin^  in  this  House,  nor  state 
his  powerM  influence  in  plungisf  the  country 
into  war.  Did  he  understand  the  views  of  the 
Government  ?  Did  he  know  the  objects  of  the 
war  1  It  may  be  now  convenient  to  aoawer  in 
the  negative.  Then  of  coorse  hia  authority  it 
nothing. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  alao  spoken  of 
union.  What  are  his  notions  of  an  useful  and 
honorable  union  ?  Not  a  union  of  men,  but  of 
measures;  notof  council,  but  of  action.  Action! 
to  what  end  ?  To  save  our  country  ?  Be  itaa. 
But  the  first  step  towards  that  obiect  must  be 
made  by  those  who  have  dragged  the  comitrj  to 
the  very  verge  of  ruin.  Yes,  we  are  ready  to  act 
for  the  salvation  of  oar  country.    Bat  to  what 
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^fficieut  purpose  can  men  act  with  you,  who  be- 
lieve that  all  your  conduct  still  points  to  her  de- 
struction 7 

Would  you  sare  thiscountrVi  you  must  become 
sensible  of  her  perilous  condition;  of  your  own 
fatal  errors.  You  most  learn,  that  your  menaces 
of  conquest  hare  become  the  mere  brarados  of 
rage  and  mortification ;  that  your  frequent  party 
denunciations  are  the  delirious  ravings  of  aisafh- 
pointment  and  despair;  that  your  hopes  of  succor 
from  foreign  wars  are  but  the  lunatic  visions  of 
political  madness.  You  must  bend  all  your 
thoughts  on  peace ;  and,  until  you  obtain  it,  you 
must  apply  all  your  means  solely  to  the  defence 
of  the  country.  Then  you  will  obtain  that  gen- 
eral union  in  action  which  can  alone  produce  any 
permanent  good  to  the  State.  How  widely  dif- 
ferent are  your  designs  and  your  professed  osten- 
sible measures !  You  continue  to  talk  of  that  mis- 
erable policy  which  has  dragged  you  so  heavily 
througn  the  last  three  years,  and  derated  you  to 
the  pinnacle  of  disgrace  which  you  now  occupy. 
Yon  still,  in  your  daily  dreams,  menace  the  tow- 
ers of  duebec,  reckless  that  your  cities  may  meet 
the  same  ignoble  fate  which  has  swept  your  Cap- 
itol. Party  spirit  still  pollutes  all  the  councils  of 
the  Cabinet,  and  impels  it  to  hunt,  with  blood-' 
hounds  of  persecution,  the  most  independent,  wise. 
and  virtuous  men  of  the  nation.  You  well 
know  that  a  course  like  this  presents  a  wall 
of  brass  in  the  wnv  of  a  g^eneral  union.  And  yet 
you  pursue  it  with  untiring  ardor.  Where  will 
it  finally  conduct  this  deroted  country?  Is  not 
her  fate  written  in  glaring  capitals  upon  the  tomb- 
atone  of  every  departed  Republic? 

With  such  conduct  in  the  ruling  power,  what 
is  the  duty  of  those  in  the  House,  who,  like  my- 
self, have  no  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Ad- 
ministration 7  1  judgd  for  myself  alone.  The 
cause  is  brought  home  to  my  conscience.  This 
country  must  fall,  unless  every  hand  is  stretched 
Ibrth  to  her  rescue.  I  fear  there  is  no  hope  of 
safety  but  in  a  radical  change  of  rulers.  This 
cftonot  now  be  constituiionallv  efiected.  We 
must  patiently  wait  until  a  whole  people,  roused 
from  the  stupor  almost  of  the  grave,  shall  inter- 
pose for  our  final  rescue.  In  the  meantime,  the 
country  must  be  defended. 

As  a  member  of  this  Government,  I  feel  I  have 
BO  choice  remaitiing.  Notwithstanding  the  con- 
tinued frenzy  of  the  Administration  in  relation 
to  eonquestj  must  not  this  war,  in  the  nature  of 
things  and  in  spite  of  its  authors,  be  entirely  de^ 
fensive?  Where,  and  in  what  quarter,  have  nOt 
their  errors  compelled  us  to  struggle  for  the  very 
possession  of  our  soil? 

In  the  East,  a  whole  province  is  torn  from  us ; 
in  the  South,  we  are  menaced  with  the  loss  of  a 
State,  On  our  Northern  frontier,  the  disciplined 
hosts  of  the  enemy  are  marshalled,  and,  having 
beaten  back  invasion,  are  ready,  in  their  turn,  to 
carry  desolation  into  the  bosom  of  our  Union. 
The  forests  of  the  West  are  again  disturbed  by 
the  war-shout  of  the  savage.  Our  Capitol  has 
disgracefully  fallen,  and  all  our  coasts  are  open  to 
ravage  and  eonflagiatioD. 


When,  in  this  condition  of  my  country,  I  bow 
to  the  Constitution,  and,  by  force  of  its  provisions, 
am  compelled,  either  to  stand  neuter,  or  to  trust 
means  of  defence  to  men  who  may  cast  them 
away,  or  pervert  them  to  conquest,  do  I  therefore 
participate  in  their  guilt? 

But  can  those  means  be  thus  perverted  ?  If 
even  our  present  rulers  are  so  lost  to  their  coun*- 
try,  as  to  wish  to  leare  her  a  defenceless  victim 
to  the  enemy,  dare  they  venture  on  the  suicidal 
measure?  Where  are  our  forces  to  meet  and 
repel  the  mighty  fleets  and  armies  which  threat- 
en invasion?  Where  are  our  armies,  even  for 
defence  ? 

The  very  means  which  must  bring  them  into 
existence  are  still  slumbering  in  your  committee 
rooms.  What  if  they  should  fail  ?  Have  we 
pictured  to  ourselves  the  con8e<|uence  ?  What 
man  who  hears  me  will  survive  the  bloody 
spasms,  the  social  distractions,  and  civil  and  ser- 
vile commotions  which  must  ensue  a  violent 
termination  of  our  Republic?  When  I  view 
our  own  State,  the  great  mart  of  her  wealth,  of 
easy  access,  and  of  difficult  defence ;  the  great 
lake  extending  to  her  interior,  commanded  by 
the  enemy;  her  borders  bristling  with  hostile 
bayonets,  only  waiting  the  Spring  to  be  levelled 
at  our  citizens ;  and  when  I  know  the  extreme 
distress,  perhaps  overthrow  that  must  await  her, 
if  unaided  in  the  struggle,  my  duty  forbids  me 
to  hesitate.  Our  States  must  be  defended  from 
invasion ;  bejrond  that,  is  not  possible  for  our 
means.  For,  sir,  let  those  mortified  and  disgraced 
men,  whose  rashness  and  imbecility  have  com- 
bined to  produce  all  our  misfortunes,  talk  as  they 
mav,  about  their  vain  designs  of  future  invasion 
and  conquest,  the  wretch^  state  of  the  Treas- 
ury, the  melancholy  condition  of  our  armies,  are 
no  longer  susceptible  of  concealment. 

So  far  is  invasion  and  conquest  beyond  their 
power  that,  in  the  next  campaign,  ail  the  resources 
of  the  nation,  all  the  spirit  of  the  people,  and,  I 
fear,  twiee  the  wisdom  of  the  Administration,  will 
be  indispensable^  to  preserve  our  cities  from  con- 
flagration, our  union  from  dissolution,  and  some 
of  OUT  States  from  subjugation.  In  this  firm  be^ 
lief,  though  faint,  indeed,  are  my  hopes  of  succiess 
under  the  influence  of  present  auspices.  I  hold  it 
as  a  sacred  duty  to  keep  nothing  back  which  may 
aid  in  the  defence  of  the  country.  Every  meas- 
ure applicable  to  this  great  object,  whether  for 
the  supply  c^  monev  or  of  men,  which  shall  prom- 
ise advantage,  and  which  is  sanctioned  by  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  shall  have  ail  the  aid  in 
mypower  to  furnish,  my  voice  and  my  vote. 

When  Mr.  Qhosvbnor  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Barnbtt  said  that  the  old  saying  of  ''one 
dav  older  and  two  days  worse,"  was  not  inappli- 
cable, he  thought,  to  the  present  state  of  some 
gentlemen's  irritable  faculties;  for  the  nearer  we 
are  like  to  approach  to  a  system  calculated  to 
give  a  manly  and  vigorous  defence  to  the  nation, 
and  security  to  the  blessings  we  enjoy,  in  a  two- 
fold proportion  do  they  appear  to  be  dispirited, 
and  doubly  loud  the  denunciations  of  the  cruelty 
and  wickedness  of  the  measure.    Mr.  B«  said  he 
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io  the  months  of  July  and  August  last.  The  war 
%  cootiDuing,  the  power  of  the  enemy  unbroken, 
our  condition  will  be  desperate.  The  reffular 
force  erery  day  falling  off,  ^for  be  it  remembered 
these  eighty  thousand  militia  will  be  withdrawn 
from  the  operations  of  the  recruiting  service,)  we 
shall  hare  to  oppose  to  the  enemy  a  remnant  of 
regular  troops,  and  these  eighty  thousand  raw 
militia — and  who  will  answer  for  the  consequen- 
ces? In  the  months  of  August  and  September 
last,  we  had  in  the  field  the  regular  Army  and 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  and  we 
nowhere  found  ourselves  too  strong.  It  is  true 
the  Senate  propose  to  improve  the  recruiting  sys- 
tem*-an  improvement  which  two  years  ag^  this 
House  proposed  to  the  Senate,  but  which  the  Sen- 
ate then  thought  proper  to  reject.  I  mean  the 
enlistment  of  young  men  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  twenty-one.  But  if  these  eighty  thou- 
sand militia  for  two  years  should  happen  to  be. 
as  they  are  likely  to  be,  that  very  description  or 
population  upon  which  this  system  would  other- 
wise operate,  what  hope  can  be  entertained  that 
the  recruiting  system  even  with  its  improvements 
will  be  as  productive  the  next  year  as  the  last.  I 
humbly  conceive,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  messure 
of  the  Senate,  proceeding  from  the  best  intentions, 
will  fail  in  the  accomplishment  of  our  object.  I 
conceive,  with  much  deference  to  the  House,  that 
the  measures  reported  by  their  own  committee 
are  much  to  be  preferred.  They  propose — first, 
to  augment  the  regular  establishment  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  men  ;  second,  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sident to  accept  under  liberal  encouragements  the 
service  of  volunteer  corps;  third,  to  authorize  the 
President  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  State  troops,  which  may  be  raised  to  serve 
in  lieu  of  the  militia  of  such  States.  The  principle 
of  the  system  is,  to  substitute,  as  far  as  we  are  able, 
a  regular  force  for  a  militia  force,  as  moreefficient, 
more  economical,  and,  for  the  militia  themselves, 
more  convenient — ^and  one  hundred  thousand 
regulars  would  take  the  place  of  two  hundred 
thousand  militia— two  hundred  thousand  militia 
would  cost  as  much  as  three  hundred  thousand 
regulars.  If  we  can  command  an  hundred  thou- 
sand regular  troops,  it  may,  notwithstanding,  be 
necessary,  on  particular  emergencies,  to  resort  to 
the  militia.  To  enable  the  Government  still  fur- 
ther to  spare  the  militia,  volunteers  are  authorized. 
Thej  also  will  be  more  efficient  than  ordinary 
militia.  It  is  impossible  to  say  to  what  extent 
these  corps  will  offer  themselves — to  whatever 
extent  the  Qovernment  is  enabled  to  avail  itself 
of  their  services,  to  the  same  extent  will  the  mi- 
litia Jbe  saved.  If  Government  should  derive  no 
aid  from  this  source,  it  has  another  resource  in 
Sute  troops.  They  also  will  take  the  place  of 
the  militia.  The  militia  will  still  continue  the 
bulwark  of  the  country.  Whenever  the  existence 
of  the  country  shall  be  endangered,  it  is  the  mili- 
tia that  must  save  it.  The  system  proposes  to 
relieve  them  from  the  constant  harassment  of 
which  they  co^pplain,  and  justly  complain.  To 
raise  the  regular  troops,  you  have  the  alternative 
proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  com- 


mittee. The  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  the 
only  effectual  one.  If  we  have  energy  and  spirit 
to  take  it,  it  will  fill  our  ranks  and  augment  our 
regular  establishment  certainly  and  expeditiously. 
The  people  will  justify  the  measure,  because  they 
will  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  honor,  the  character,  and  independence,  of 
the  country.  The  plan  of  the  committee,  though 
less  efficient,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  better 
than  that  of  the  Senate.  Where  it  fails  to  give 
you  men  it  will  give  you  money.  It  will  be  cer- 
tain to  give  some  men,  and  some  money.  I  hope 
the  House  will  agree  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  Calhoun  briefly  replied  to  the  call  made 
upon  him  by  Mr.  Troup  for  the  reasons  why  he 
preferred  acting  on  the  bill:  that  reason  he  thought 
was  very  obvious;  that  the  bill,  having  met  the 
approbation  of  the  Senate,  would,  if  it  passed  this 
House,  immediately  become  a  law.  Policy  ap« 
peared  to  him  to  require  a  preference  of  this  bill  to 
that  reported  by  the  committee  of  this  House.  If 
the  Senate  send  us  one  bill,  and  we,  instead  of 
acting  on  it,  send  them  another,  it  would  place 
the  two  Houses  in  an  awkward  predfcament.  It 
seemed  to  him,  he  said,  that  the  whole  argument 
of  the  ^ntlemen  against  this  bill  was  misplaced. 
This  bill,  as  well  as  the  gentleman's  bill,  would 
produce  a  certain  number  of  recruits  for  the  reg- 
ular Army.  Should  the  bill  reported  by  the  gen- 
tleman prevail,  it  would  give  us  either  regulars 
or  money ;  if  this  bill  should  passj  we  shall  have 
regulars  or  good  militia.  Both  bills  were  calcu* 
lated  to  produce  regulars,  if  the^r  could  be  obtained 
by  purchase.  If  absolute  certainty  was  the  object 
of  the  gentleman,  it  could  be  only  obtained  by 
resorting  to  a  regular  and  fair  system  of  conscrip* 
tion.  To  the  result  of  any  other  system,  whether 
that  reported  by  the  Military  Committee  of  this 
House,  or  that  now  under  consideration,  some 
uncertainty  must  attach.  The  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate promising  as  much  certainty  as  that  reported 
in  this  House,  he  hoped  it  would  be  gone  through 
with  and  finally  passed. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  further 
debate,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows— for  the 
motion  62,  against  it  6i.  So  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  was  negatived. 

The  following  is  the  apportionment  of  the  pro* 
posed  draught  of  men  among  the  several  States 
and  Territories: 

From  New  Hampshire,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
eighty. 

From  Missachnsetts,  eight  thousand  six  hundred  Bw^ 

From  Vermont,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

From  Rhode  Island,  eight  hundred  sixty. 

From  Connecticttt,  three  thousand  ten. 

From  New  York,  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  fif- 
teen. 

From  New  Jersey,  two  thousand  &^e  hundred  eighty. 

From  Pennsylvania,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred 
ninety-five. 

From  Delaware,  eight  hundred  sixty. 

From  Maryland,  three  thousand  eight  hundred  sev- 
enty. 

From  Virginia,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  ninetj- 
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North  Carolina,  fire  thousand  &^e  hundred 

South  Carolina,  throe  thousand  eight  hundred 

Georgia,  two  thousand  &ye  hundred  eighty. 
Kentucky,  four  thousand  three  hundred. 
Ohio,  two  thousand  fi^e  hundred  eighty. 
Tennessee,  two  thousand  fi^e  hundred  eighty. 
Louisiana,  four  hundred  thirty, 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  fire  hundrod  twenty- 

the  Indiana  Territory,  five  hundred  forty-nine, 
the  Illinois  Territory,  two  hundred  thirteen, 
the  Michigan  Territory,  sixty, 
the  Missouri  Territory,  three  hundred  seTonty- 


And  from  the  Territory  of  Columbia,  four  hundred 
thirty. 

Mr.  Jennings  moved  to  amend  the  apportion- 
ment for  Indiana  Territory,  by  striking  out  five 
hundred  and  forty-nine  and  inserting  three  hun- 
dred. The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  and  negatived,  20  or  30  members  only 
rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
present  apportionment  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, viz:  four  hundred  and  thirty,  and  insert 
eighty,  which  he  said  would  be  at  the  rate  of  every 
twenty-fifth  man.  This  motion  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Rbia.  and  negatived. 

Mr.  McKiB,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  7ch  section  of  the  bill,  (which  limits  the  ser* 
vices  to  be  required  of  the  draughted  militia,  to 
the  bounds  of  their  own  and  any  adjoining  State, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Western  States,  who 
are,  when  required,  to  serve  in  Louisiana,  and 
those  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  in  like  mal^ 
ner,  in  the  Michigan  Territory,  d^c.)  He  could 
not  see  any  possible  benefit  to  arise  from  it,  but 
he  could  see  great  inconvenience.  It  might  fre- 
quently *be  important  that  the  militia  of  one  State 
should  serve  m  a  State  which  was  not  adjoining 
to  theirs,  and  in  some  sections  of  the  countrv 
mij^ht  refuse  their  co-operation  in  such  case,  shel- 
tering themselves  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharp,  of 
Kentucky,  who  thought  thb  section  calculated 
to  excite  feelings  ofdissention,  and  State  and 
local  prejudices.  We  ought  to  legislate  as  if  for 
a  nation,  and  not  for  State  authorities.  We  ought 
to  encourage  national  feeling,  not  sectional  views. 
He  should  like  to  see  that  feeling  diffused  through 
the  nation,  which  prevails  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  that  would  induce  the  citizens  freely  to 
march  from  one  extreme  to  another  to  meet  the 
enemy,  rather  than  he  should  hold  a  foot  of  the 
soil.  But  when  you  recognise  the  principle  that 
the  militia  of  one  State,  say  Massachusetts,  shall 
not,  on  occasion,  be  liable  to  malrch  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  shores  of  another,  say  Maryland  or 
Virginia,  or  that  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky or  Tennessee  should  not,  if  necessary,  march 
to  the  defence  of  Massachusetts,  you  sanction  a 
local  State  feeling,  which  will  be  the  bane  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation.  The  States  West  of  the 
mountains,  and  those  East  of  the  Potomac,  were 
as  much  sister  States,  he  said,  as  if  they  lay  con- 


tiguous to  each  other.  From  the  mode  of  legis- 
lation embraced  in  this  section,  Mr.  S.  feared  the 
excitement  of  sentiments  hostile  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  character  of  this  nation,  as  well  as  to  its 
honor,  both  of  which  could  onlv  be  attained  by 
an  amalgamation  of  national  feeling. 

Mr.  Calhoun  remarked  that,  even  were  the 
section  stricken  out,  it  would  not  materially  vary 
the  nature  of  the  service  of  these  militia  forces, 
which  would  be  confined  to  their  respective 
States,  unless  necessity  required  their  service  else- 
where ;  in  which  case  such  a  limitation  as  b  con- 
tained in  the  bill  would  be  very  inconvenient. 
He,  therefore,  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the 
section  ought  to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  KiLBOUBN,  of  Ohio,  supported  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  7th  section.  He  conceived  the 
militia  service  already  sufficiently  injured,  if  not 
dishonored,  by  the  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  had  limited  its  utility.  He  hoped  it 
would  not  be  further  restricted  in  such  a  provision 
as  this.  To  show  its  injurious  tendency,  he  in- 
stanced the  case,  which  might  happen,  of  the  mi- 
litia of  New  Jersey  being  called  on  to  cross  the 
Delaware,  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  Pennsylvania 
or  Delaware;  the  enemy  retiring  across  an  imagi- 
nary line  into  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  regain 
their  ships  in  the  Chesapeake,  the  militia  would, 
under  this  section,  be  precluded  from  pursuing 
them  beyond  the  line,  unless  it  suited  their  plea- 
sure. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  7th  section 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Several  other  unimportant  amendments  were 
proposed, giving  rise  to  desultory  discussion,  which 
were  variously  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  not  to  confine  the  Qovernors  of 
States,  in  the  selection  of  the  officers  to  com- 
mand the  militia  to  be  draughted  in  pursuance  of 
the  bill,  to  the  present  militia  officers. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  Fobstth  of  Georgia,  Fisk  and  Ship- 
hero  of  New  York,  and  Gholson  of  Virginia, 
on  the  ground  of  the  expediencj  of  allowing  the 
widest  field  for  the  selection  of  officers  qualified 
for  command,  without  confining  it  to  the  militia 
officers  now  in  commission,  many  of  whom, 
though  highly  respectable  men,  were  unfit  for 
military  command,  having  been  selected  in  a 
time  of  peace,  without  reference  to  their  military 
qualifications. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cannon 
and  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Pearson  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  Pickering  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
ground  of  alleged  injustice  to  the  merits  of  our 
present  militia,  on  Constitutional  scruples,  and 
on  the  difficulty  which  would  be  presented  by 
the  variance  of  the  modes  of  appointment  in  the 
different  States. 

The  motion  was  at  last  negatived— 43  voting 
in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  oat 
two  years,  the  proposed  term  of  service  of  the 
militia  to  be  draughted  in  pursuance  of  thia  bill 
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«td  insert  six  ttODC^v^  The  motioa  wt*  oeg^** 
tired  bf  the  following  vote:  For  the  moiioa  45, 
again tt  it  83. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ForsttH)  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  make  the  officers  of  the  draughted 
militia  eligible,  according  to  the  Constitotioa  and 
laws  of  che  several  States. 

This  bill  haTing  been  gone  through,  the  House 
proeeeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  '*  farther  to  provide  for  filling  Uie 
ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States." 

[This  is  the  bill  that  has  occasioned  so  much 
debate  in  the  Senate,  and  which  authorizes  the 
enlistment  of  minors.] 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  a  motion 
Was  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  to 
strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill  as  authorizes  the 
enlistment  of  minors  over  eighteen  years  of  age, 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians ; 
which  motion  he  supported  by  a  few  pertinent 
remarks. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hopkikb,  of 
Kentucky,  in  a  short  ^ech  of  much  force  and 
energy. 

It  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote :  For 
the  motion  51,  against  it  83. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill, 
authorizing  the  President  to  accept  the  services 
of  certain  volunteer  corps,  (which  bill  was  before 
the  House  some  weeks  ago  for  several  days.)  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  this  bill 
was  then  so  amended^  as  to  reinstate  it  precisely 
is  the  form  in  which  it  stood  before  it  underwent 
amendment  by  the  House. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  to  the 
House  the  three  bilk  they  had  had  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  first  of  those  bills,  viz :  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  requiring  a  draught  for  two  years  of  a 
body  or  militia,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  referred  to  a  select  committee  for 
their  consideration. 

The  second  of  the  above  bills  being  before  the 
House,  and  the  question  beiug  on  the  engrossing 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading — 

The  House  adjourned  without  dectdiug  thereon 


Saturday,  December  3. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
diat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
late  President  of  the  United  States;"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  McKeb  reported  a  bill,  eiviag  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete 
their  payments ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Hynum ;  which  were  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  bill  to  extend  Olivcf  Ersns's  patent  for 
steam  engines,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

INCOME  TAX.  • 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Wtfys  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resdution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  instructing  *  them  to 


iwfeira  into  tiM  ^  expedleacy  of  kyiuga  duty  ou 
all  salaried  officers,  and  on  the  professional  iu* 
eome  of  lawyers,  solicitors,  and  eounsellors,  and 
on  the  lesal  proceedings  of  courts  of  justtce,"^ 
made  the  following  report : 

That  a  tax  upon  salaries  can  only  bs  expedient  and 
pvoper  under  arbitrary  Governments,  where  pensbne 
aha  places  are  bestowed  without  a  just  regard  to  the 
pubhc  interest.  In  the  United  States,  according  to> 
the  principles  of  our  Government,  no  salary  can  be  ai> 
lowed,  except  as  a  compensation  fat  public  service ;  a 
tax  operates  as  a  deduction  from  the  salary,  and  such 
a  tax,  so  far  as  respects  the  offioevB  of  the  Unitod 
Statei^  would  be  an  admis«on  on  die  part  of  the  legis- 
lative body,  that,  in  fixing  the  salaries  of  their  oublic 
officers,  the  public  interest  had  been  disregarded,  and 
more  than  a  just  compensation  allowed.  Without  de- 
cidiug  whether  in  some  instances  this  may  not  be  the 
case,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  if  the  evil  ex- 
ists, the  proper  Constitutional  remedy  is  not  a  tax,  but 
a  reduction  of  the  salaries.  The  second  member  of 
the  resolution  embraces  the  income  of  lawyers,  solidt- 
ors,  and  counsellors.  The  selection  of  a  particulsr 
claw  of  the  community,  which  already  pays,  in  com* 
mon  with  others,  a  tax  on  property  and  on  consump- 
tion, and  imposing  on  it  an  income  tax,  from  which 
every  other  cisss  is  exempted,  would  be  a  departure 
from  that  eystem  of  equal  end  exact  justice,  whieh 
ought  to  form  the  besis  of  legislation  in  a  free  oeuntiy. 
The  third  member  of  the  rMolution  proposes  a  tax  eA 
the  legal  ptoceedings  of  oouMs.  This  tax,  if  conAfted 
to  the  Cooxts  of  the  United  States,  would  be  nnpio* 
dnctive;  if  extended  to  the  State  Courto,  difficult  in 
the  odiection.  It  would  &U  principally  on  the  neces- 
sitous and  unfortunate,  and  produce  collision  with  the 
State  authorities.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  considered 
inexpedient  to  resort  to  either  of  the  proposed  taxes» 
The  following  resolution  is,  therefore,  submitted : 

Rewhed^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  impose  a  duty 
on  salaried  officers,  on  the  income  of  lawyers,  or  ou 
the  proceedings  of  courts  at  law.  • 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MONEYS  RECEIVABLE  FOR  TAXES. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  instructing  them  to  la- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law, 
that  any  kind  of  money  paid  by  the  Government 
to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  military  services,  shall  be  receivable  from  the 
people  in  payment  of  taxes,  made  the  foUowiog 
report : 

That,  under  the  general  power  to  regulate  the  col<^ 
lection  of  taxes,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  pre- 
paring instxuctions  to  the  collectors,  in  which  a  uni* 
form  rule  as  to  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  will  be  pre- 
scribed. The  committee  consider  that  it  would  l>e  un- 
safe to  designate,  by  law,  the  notes  in  which  taxee 
shall  be  received,  and  that  a  due  regard  for  the  public 
interest  requires  that  this  subject  should  be  regulatedt 
at  present,  by  instructions  issued,  from  time  to  time, 
from  the  Treasury  Department;  which  may  be  so 
framed,  as  to  unite  the  ssfety  of  the  revenue  with  the 
accommodation  of  the  individual  dtnens.  A  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances  which  produeed  the  lese- 
Intion  drawn  up  by  the  B^iesentativeB  of  TennBssse» 
together  with  a  letter  from  the  SecMtary  of  tbs  Tmaa^ 
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mH  tin  foilowiog  nniatioB : 

Memioedi  Thai  it  is  iaeiiMdMat  to  dMgiiato,  by 
law,  tli0  bank  aotaa  which  ihatt  be  nctbabia  in  pay- 
mantof  taxaa. 

TmsAsvET  DxpABraxrr,  Nov.  9B,  1814. 

8xm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  2 lit  inatant,  eneloaing  a  reao- 
Intion  of  the  Honae  of  Repreaentativea,  paaaed  the  11th 
inatant,  directing  an  inqnixy  **  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law,  that  any  kind  of  money  which  may 
be  paid  by  the  Government  to  the  troops  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Statea,  for  military  servioea,  shall  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment  from  the  people  in  taxes." 

In  the  course  of  an  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  grounds 
of  the  resolution,  I  have  been  favored  with  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Representatives  of  Tennessee  in  Con- 
gress, (of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,^  in  addition  to  the 
general  information  possessed  in  this  Department ;  and 
I  believe  that  the  facts  of  the  case  are  briefly  &ese : 
The  Secretary  of  War,  having  occasion  lor  money  to 
pay  the  militia  who  marched  from  Tennessee  against 
the  Creek  Indians,  obtained  a  loan  in  bank  notes,  for 
that  purpose,  from  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe.  Some  of 
these  notes  have  since  been  ofiered  in  the  payment  of 
taxea  to  the  collectors  of  the  internal  duties  in  the 
State  of  Tenneasee ;  but,  as  the  banks  of  Tennessee 
(where  the  money  collected  for  taxes  is  required  to  be 
deposited)  refuse  to  receive  them  as  cash  depoaites,  the 
coDeotors,  in  Uieir  turn,  refuse  to  receive  them  aa  cash 
for  taxes.  Owing  to  the  causes  suggested  in  the  com- 
munication  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and,  per* 
hapa,  to  other  causes^  perfectly  consistont  with  the 
general  solvency  of  the  Bank  of  ChiUcothe,  the  notes 
circulating  in  Tennessee  have  sufiered  a  considerable 
depreciation.  They  have  already  been,  it  is  alleged, 
an  object  of  peculation;  these  paid  by  the  Uidted 
Stetes  to  the  militia  cannot  now  be  distinguished  from 
other  notes  issued  bv  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe ;  and  any 
attempt  to  give  the  wnner  a  preference,  in  the  payment 
of  toxes,  would  probably  increase  the  arts  of  specula- 
tion, as  well  88  the  other  inconveniences  of  which  the 
dtizena  of  Tennessee  complain. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  case  is,  obviously, 
one  of  great  delicacy.  The  Government  has  passed 
the  notes  at  their  nominal  value;  but  it  is  equally 
true,  that  the  Government  is  bound  to  pay  for  them  to 
the  bank  according  to  their  nominal  value.  The  Gov- 
erpment  did  not  contract  any  engagement  to  support 
the  credit  of  the  notes,  nor  to  accept  them  in  payment 
of  duties  at  any  subsequent  period ;  and  ail  the  par^ 
aona  who  have  accepted  the  notes,  either  in  pa3rmeitt 
from  the  Government,  or  by  transfer  from  the  miMtia, 
have  done  ao  voluntarily,  without  any  pratenoe  of  re- 
liance upon  any  such  engagement  If,  therefore,  it 
should  be  deemed  proper  to  direct,  by  the  legislative 
authority,  that  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe 
shall  be  received  in  payment  fer  duties,  the  principle  of 
the  direction  will  be  equally  applicable  to  every  other 
case  whore  the  Government  has  paid  ite  troops  or  cred- 
itors in  bank  notes,  which  have  afterwards  suffered 
(from  whatever  cause)  a  depreciation  in  credit  or  cii^ 
culating  value.  The  effect  of  such  a  law,  upon  the 
public  revenues,  need  not  be  particularly  stated. 

Considering  the  subject,  however,  as  a  general  sub- 
ject, meriting  the  serious  attention  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  I  am  preparing  instructions  to  the  oollee- 
tna,  to  regulate  their  eonduet  in  raoeiving  bank  notes 


ler  taxea.  The  deiiga  of  the  Inatmetianli  will  be^  to* 
unite  the  security  of  the  revenue  with  the  aceommoda* 
tion  of  the  banks,  as  well  aa  of  imtividual  citixena,  d«^ 
ing  the  disordered  condition  of  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  country ;  and,  in  making  this  anrangement,  I 
shall  be  highly  gratified  to  find  that  the  views  of  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  under  consideration  can  be  ao-  - 
complished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

A.  J.  DALLAS.- 
J.  W.  E»X8,  Chairman,  ♦«. 

Cowamxss  Haxl,  NavembeTf  1814« 

Sib  :  It  may  be  satisfactory Ito  yon  to  be  infbrmed  of 
the  situation  of  the  banks  in  the  State  of  Tenneasee. 
There  are  two  banks  in  that  State-^one  at  Knoxville, 
and  the  other  at  Nashville ;  both  of  them  of  unqnea* 
tionable  credit  and  solvency.  No  suspension  has  taken 
place  of  specie  paymento,  nor  do  we  believe  any  sua- 
pension  will  take  place. 

With  respect  to  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe,  in  the  notes 
of  which  most  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  have  been  paid,  wa 
can  only  observe,  that  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  ite 
aolvency  and  ability  to  discharge  ita  respective  engage- 
ments, so  far  as  we  have  been  informed ;  but  the  notes 
would  not  circulate  without  considerable  discount 
This,  we  think,  was  produced  in  consequence  of  the 
course  of  trade  being  from  the  Southwest  Eastwardly, 
and  Northeast,  and  money  was  not  wanted  at  ChUi* 
cothe  by  the  citizens  of  the  mercanUIe  towns  In  Ten- 
nessee, and  not  by  any  doubt  existing  of  the  solvency 
of  the  bank. 

As  these  notes  do  not  suit  the  commercial  relatjona 
existing  between  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Eastern  States,  we  do  not  wish  them  to  be  flirther 
used  in  the  payment  of  troops  there. 

The  refiisal,  by  the  Government,  to  receive  them 
again  in  the  payment  of  taxes,  has  necessarily  pro- 
duced considerable  irritation,  and  it  is  believed,  by  soma 
of  the  people  then^  to  be  an  intentional  attempt  to  im- 
pose on  them. 

The  spirit  of  patriotism  and  military  ardor,  now  ex- 
isting in  as  high  a  degree  as  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  is  sinking  under  the  iojastice  of  this  measure. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

P.  W.  HUMPHREYS, 
JOHN  H.  BOWER, 
THOS.  K.  HARRIS, 
N.  CANNON. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITION  OF  NOAH  SHAW. 

Mr.  Eppss,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Noah 
Shaw,  made  th«  following  report: 

That  the  facte  necessary  for  forming  an  opinion  on 
the  ease,  are  stated  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  which  aooompanies  this  report.  From 
this  statement  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  is  not  en- 
tided  to  relief  under  the  special  act  of  Congrsas,  passed 
on  the  second  day  of  January,  181S ;  and  that  the 
former  Secretary  refhsed,  under  the  general  law  of  the 
9d  of  March,  1797,  to  remit  the  forfeiture  incurred  by 
the  petitioner,  on  the  ground,  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
his  safisfiietion  that  the  forfoitm  was  incurred  without 
willU  negiiffenee,  or  any  intention  of  fraud.  On  a 
review  of  the  dieumatenosa,  the  conmiittee  conoor  ia 
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reported  the  same  with  amendinents;  which  were 
read,  and  with  the  bill  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Uble. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  authorize  the 
«ttrchase  of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late 
President  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  twice, 
.and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

HORSES  LOST  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE. 
.  Mr.  Yancbt,  from  i,he  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  resolutions  of  this  Hoase  of 
the  14th  and  25th  of  November  last,  instructing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  makings 
payment  for  horses  lost  or  destroyed  In  the  public 
service;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  whilst  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  State?. — The  report  is  as 
follows : 

That,  from  statements  made  to  the  committee,  the 
oorrectoess  of  which  they  cannot  doubt,  it  appears  that 
at  the  time  the  American  troops  crossed  over  Lake 
Erie,  just  before  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  the  mounted 
volunteers  were  ordered  by  the  Commanding  General 
to  leave  their  horses  at  Portage  river,  on  the  lake,  with 
a  guard  and  other  persons  sufficient  to  take  care  of 
tksm.  The  horses  were  put  in  a  large  wood,  enclosed, 
lor  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  safe ;  and  it  was  in* 
tended  and  expected  that  they  should  live  by  graxing 
lutil  the  return  of  the  troops.  The  troops  were  absent 
about  £^e  weeks,  and  upon  their  return  the  horses 
were  found  to  be  reduced  in  order,  many  of  them  in- 
jured, and  some  dead.  It  does  not  satisfactorily  appear 
whether  they  died  for  the  want  of  forage  or  from  acct- 
disnt,  or  the  peculiar  difficulty  and  hardship  of  the 
aervice.  If  their  loss  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  former, 
Hutu  the  committee  have  heretofore  reported  to  the 
House  a  bill  which  it  is  believed  will  include  this  case. 
If  the  horses  died, or  were  lost  or  destroyed  by  accident 
or  labor,  then  it  is  conceived  that  the  United  States  are 
not  liable. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  2d  day  of  January, 
1796,  it  is  enacted,  **  that,  in  addition  to  the  monthly 
pay»  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each  officer,  non-com- 
missioned officer,  musician,  and  private  of  the  cavalry, 
lor  the  use  of  his  horsey  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and 
lor  the  risk  thereof,  except  of  horses  killed  in  action, 
Ibrty  cents  per  day ;  and  to  each  non-commissioned 
officer,  musician,  and  private,  twenty-five  cents  per 
day,  in  lieu  of  rations  and  forage,  when  they  shall  pro- 
vide the  same." 

Mounted  volunteers,  it  is  believed,  are  entitled  to 
and  receive  the  same  pay  as  cavalry.  By  the  above 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  they  receive,  "  for  the 
use  of  the  horse,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  for  the 
risk  thereof,  except  of  horses  killed  in  battle,  forty 
oenis ;"  which  the  committee  are  of  opinion  was  in- 
tended and  is  a  full  compensation.  They  are^  there- 
fore, of  opinion  that  for  the  loss  or  destruction  of  horses, 
except  in  battle,  the  United  States  are  not  liable. 
They,  however,  think  that  where  horses  have  died 
while  in  the  public  service  for  want  of  forage,  when  it 
was  the  du^  of  the  Government  to  furnish  it,  the 
owners  ought  to  be  paid  their  valae ;  and  they  have 
accordingly  reported  a  bill  to  the  House  for  that 
purpose. 

With  respect  to  the  horses  lost  or  destroyed  by  the 
troops  under  Major  General  Jackson,  it  is  stated  to  the 
committee  that  they  were  lost  by  acddent  or  surprise, 


while  in  the  several  battles  with  the  Creek  Indians. 
The  committee  entertain  the  same  opinion  of  these 
claims  that  they  do  of  the  others.  They  therefore  rec- 
ommend to  the  House  the  following  resolution : 

Reaohfed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  authorise  pay- 
ment for  the  horses  aforesaid,  otherwise  than  according 
to  the  provisions  of  a  bill  already  reported  to  the  House 
for  that  purpose. 

INDEMNITY  FOR  ROPE-WALKS,  Ac 
Mr.  Yancet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petitions  of  Jacob  Sehinnich 
and  Schultz  and  Vogeler,  of  Acsah  Calef  aad 
Christian  Chapman ;  which  was  read,  when  Mr. 
Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Schin- 
nick  and  Schultz  and  Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chap- 
man and  the  leeal  representative  of  John  Calef, 
deceased;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.— The  report  is  as 
follows : 

That  the  petitioners  were  owners  of  rope-walks,  near 
Baltimore,  which  contained  a  quantity  of  cordage  and 
raw  material,  together  with  the  necessary  imploments 
for  the  manufocture  of  the  same ;  all  of  which  were 
consumed  by  fire,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on 
Baltimore,  on  the  ISth  of  September  last,  by  order  of 
Brigadier  General  Forman,  of  the  Maryland  mjlitia. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  property  was 
destroyed,  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  such  destruction, 
will  appear  by  the  following  certificates,  which  the 
committee  ofier  as  part  of  their  report. 

Caxp,  Havpstxab  Hilk, 

Slumber  19, 1814. 
I  hereby  certify,  that  in  consequence  of  dismtioaaiy 
power  invested  in  me  by  Major  General  Samuel  Smith, 
commanding  officer  at  Baltimore,  I  ordered  the  rope- 
walks  near  my  lines,  in  the  possession  of  Jacob  Shm- 
nick,  to  be  set  on  fire  and  consumed  on  the  evening  of 
the  12th  instant  The  rope-walks  at  the  time  con- 
tained the  tools  of  the  trade,  som^  hemp,  and  some 
yams.  I  also,  at  the  same  time,  and  under  the  same 
drcumstances,  directed  a  common  frame  stable  in  nas- 
ture  of  Mr.  Shinnick  to  be  set  on  fire  and  consumed. 
T.  M.  FORMAN, 

B.  G.  m.  MUUia. 

Two  other  certificates  fiom  the  same  officer,  stating 
the  foct  of  destruction,  under  similar  circumstances,  of 
the  rope-walks  of  Chapman  and  Calef,  were  alao  before 
the  committee. 

Baltixobx,  November  16,  1814. 

Although  it  was  decidedly  evident  that  the  three 
rope-walks  in  front  of  my  lines  must  be  destroyed  the 
moment  the  enemy  appeared  before  them,  yet  I  did  not 
obtain  Major  General  Smith's  permission  to  bum  them 
until  Monday  evening,  the  12th  September.  It  was 
then  impossible  to  remove  anything,  and  notice  to  the 
owners  would  ha^e  been  useless.  Indeed,  fiom  my 
knowledge  of  the  demand  for  wagons  and  carts  to  re- 
move the  Inhabitants  after  the  enemy  had  landed  at 
North  Point,  I  do  not  think  that  teams  could  have  been 
procured  to  remove  bulky  articles. 

T.  M.  FORMAN, 

B.  G.  Md.  MUUia. 

Wasbivotov,  Ihvember  22,  1814* 

I  do  certify,  that  the  rope-walk  owned  or  occupied 

by  Jacob  Shinnick,  was  situated  directly  in  tool  of 

the  lines,  and  under  a  battery  within  tiie  coBsmand 

assigned  to  Brigadier  Geaeial  Forman ;  tfiat  ropa-walk 
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and  two  others  were  lo  eloee  to  the  works,  that,  had 
they  remained,  and  an  attack  been  made  by  theenemy, 
they  woold  have  afforded  each  a  cover  as  would  have 
enabled  him  to  have  approached  dose  to  the  works  un- 
discovered. It  became  necessary  to  destroy  them ;  nor 
did  I  give  the  discretionaiy  power  to  General  Forman 
until  the  attack  of  the  enemy  appeared  certain.  Their 
destmction  was  postponed  as  long  as  pradence  per- 
mitted, nor  were  they  destroyed  until  it  became  abso- 
lutely and  indispensably  necessaiy. 

8.  SMITH, 
Late  Maj,  Gen.  comm^g  at  Baltimore, 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  the  foregoing 
fccts,  that  the  destruction  of  the  rope-walks  was  deemed 
by  the  commanding  officer  prudent  and  necessary,  in 
the  defence  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  then  threatened 
to  be  invaded  by  a  merciless  and  vindictive  efaemy ; 
they  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  public  good,  in 
his  opinion,  requiring  their  destruction,  the  owners  of 
the  property  should  be  compensated  to  the  amount  of 
its  value,  and  recommend  to  the  House  the  following 
resolution,  and  report  by  bill : 

Ee§obfed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  rea- 
sonable, and  ought  to  be  granted. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  resumed  the  coDsideraiioQ  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  "making  further  provision 
for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States." 

The  question  depending  on  Saturday,  at  the 
time  of  adjournment,  to  strike  the  word  "  sur- 


prise'' oat  of  the  amendmeiit 


by  Mr. 
I  Mr.  O.  with* 


pro 
Oakley,  was  again  stated ;  on  whicl 
drew  his  said  amendment. 

A  motion  was  lUen  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following  section, 
as  the  second  thereof: 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  any  recruiting  officer  to  pay  or  deliver  to 
a  recruit,  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  be  en- 
listed by  Tirtue  of  this  act,  any  bounty  or  clothing,  until 
after  the  expiration  of  four  days  from  the  time  of  his 
enlistment ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  recruit, 
at  any  time  during  the  said  four  days,  to  reconsider 
and  withdraw  his  enlistment,  and  thereupon  he  shall 
forthwith  be  discharged  and  exonerated  from  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
to  strike  out  the  word  "four,"  in  the  said  section, 
and  to  insert  the  word  "  two."  And  the  question 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ricb,  the  said  section  was 
amended. 

The  question  was  then  tak^n  to  agree  to  the 
aaid  section,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
96,  nays  60,' as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brack- 
enridgo,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Gomstock,  Conard,  Cox, 
Crawford,  Cnlpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hasto>uck,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hnlbert,  Ingham«  Ir- 
^g,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island^  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  Kent  4>f  N.ew  Yoik,  {Lerr,  King  of 


Massachusetts,  Lsw,  Leflerts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed.  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rug- 
gles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Shefiey,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusette,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar* 
cher,  Avery,  Barbour,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condic^ 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  Kil bourn,  Kmg  of  Noith 
Carolina,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pleasanto,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier, 
Sharp,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Wil- 
liams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Webstbb,  to  strike 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the  said  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chappell,  the  said  section 
was  amended.  And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Oaklbt,  further  to  amend  the  said  section  by 
striking  out  these  words,  **and  every  recruit  thus 
furnished  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  in  land, 
in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same  condi- 
tions as  the  other  recruits  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
further  to  amend  the  said  section,  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "  land,"  aforesaid,  the  words  *'  and 
money."  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  said  fourth  section,  and  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  57,  nays  90,  as  follows  : 

YxAS^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Cox,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston, 
Oeddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  MacoD* 
Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles, 
9chureman,  Shefiey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bines,  Boyd,  Bradley,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Da- 
vis of  Pennsylvania,  Denovelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes, 
Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Harris,  Haabrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Humphnys,  Ingenoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierta, 
McCoy,    McKee,    McKim,    McLean,    Montgonaryt 
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|toi%  N«Im»  Newton,  Ofw^,  PukaK,  PibkMii^ 
Pipwr,  PlMMntf,  Sea  of  PemMjhwdt^  EhM  of  Tob* 
BMMo,  Rtoh»  Roano,  Soiier,  Soybert,  Sharp,  Baiith 
itf  VirgiAia,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  TaWor,  Talfair,  Troop, 
UdzM^  Ward  of  Now  Jonoj,  WUUamo,  Wiiion  of 
PoBmylTania,  and  Yanoey. 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  that  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  h\\\  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  in  the  affirmatire — 
yeas  91,  nays  55.  as  follows : 

Y&is — ^Messn.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avexy,  Baxboor,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brad- 
ley, Barwell,  Caldwell,  Oalhoun,  Gannon,  Chapptril, 
Glark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Cron<^,  Cttthhert,  Dana,  Pavis  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
noyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  For^th,  FrankUn,  Uholson,  Goodwyn,  Goar- 
din.  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Huniphreys,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboam, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Mc- 
Coy, McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  rickens,  Piper, 
Plessanta,  Bea  of  Penn^lvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Kich,  Boane,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skin- 
nor.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehiil,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jeney,  WUliams,  WH- 
son  (k  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mawachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Yi];ginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton,  CiUey,  Cox,  Culpoyer, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Gaston,  ued- 
des,  Grosvenor,  Pale,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hulbert, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markel^ 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
Jc^n  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shef- 
ley,  Sbipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Yooe,  Ward  of 
Maaiaehusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wiloox, 
Wilson  of  Mawachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  December  6. 

The  House  reenmed  the  oonsideniiion  of  the 
hill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  service  bf  volunteers  who 
may^  associete  and  orgauize  themselves  and  offer 
their  services  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  amendments  thereto  having  been 
agreed  to.  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reaaing;  and  was  accordingly  afterwards 
read  a  third  time,  aud  passed. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodgson, 
passed  through  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole,  by 
whoi^  it  was  eooeurrad  in,  and  was  then  or- 
dered by  the  House  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  biU  to  provide  for  the  widovaaAd  orDhaae 
of  militia  and  voiaoteera  who  amy  die  oir  be  killed 
ia  the  serf  ice  of  the  United  Stales,  passed  throogh 
a  ConuDttfee  of  the  Whole,  and,  having  been 
aaaeaded,  was  ordered  to  be  eagroaaed  for  a  third 
raadiaga 


The  bill  fram  the  Senate  sapplammiary  lo  Ito 
act  laying  datiea  on  the  notes  of  certain  hanka, 
bankers,  dbe^  passed  through  a  Conmiitee  of  dw 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  he  engroased  lor  a 
third  reading. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unia* 
vorable  lo  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Knox  eounty,  Kentucky,  pas-^ed  throogh  a  Com- 
mittee of  tiSe  Whole,  where  it  was  widely  de- 
bated, and  at  length  disagreed  to.  The  report 
having  been  alto  reversed  by  the  House,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  favorable  to  the  petitioners. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  TH£  ARMY. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  making  furtiter  pro- 
vision for  filling  the  rankj<  of  the  Army  ol*  the 
United  States,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fiaai,  of  Vermonl^ 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  WholQ 
which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays, 
95  to  51. 

The  bill  was  then  passed.  For  the  bill  95, 
agaiost  it  52,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alesaader,  Alston,  Aadereaa,  Aveiy, 
Bsrbour,  Bard,Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Bnrwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark» 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Greigh- 
ton,  Croudi,  Cuthbeit,  Dana,  Davis  of  PennsylTsnia, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Bppes,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck, Hawes,  Hookins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Lrwin,  Johnaoa  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentncky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Killioum,  King  of  Nordi 
Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKss^ 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orms* 
by,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pean- 
syWania*  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pemuylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  TannehtU,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  and 
Yanoey. 

Nats— Mesars.  Baylies  of  MassachusnUa,  Bayly  oC 
Virginia,  Bigelew,  Beyd,  Bradhmy,  Brigham,  Butlac, 
Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Calpener,  Davw  of  Mas- 
sachusetts,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston,  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackion  of  Rhode  Islsnd, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett, 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  PearMn, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WilUam  Reed, 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thomp* 
son,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whsaton, 
White,  Wiloox,  and  Winter. 

The  bill  directing  the  staff  officers  of  the  Army 
to  ooflftply  with  the  requisitioaa  of  marine  and 
naval  offieers  in  certain  eases,  went  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
eagrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

WgONnaoAT,  December  7. 
Cn  notion  of  Mr.  JjiiffNmoa,  a  call  was  oidetad 
to  be  made  oa  the  CoaaoMwiooeff  of  the  Qeaeni 
Land  Office^  lor  an  aceonnt  aearniag  le  the  Ttaa^ 
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pabftie  laads,  by  farfetiUMa,  aad  wbeilier  Mich  lor- 
Itilores  b«Teoeoamd  more  fraqoAiitly  oq  Itniied 
or  exteoM  imFebaaes. 

The  hill  direotiog  thesittff  ofioen  of  the  Army 
to  eomptf  with  the  requitiiiont  of  nevel  and  nia- 
riDe  officers  in  certaio  easts ;  tbe  bill  to  proride 
for  the  widows  and  orphaDs  of  volaaleers  or  roi- 
Htia  wbo  may  die  or  be  killed  io  the  serrice  of 
the  Doited  States ;  and  the  bill  authorizing  a 
composition  with  private  bankers  in  lieu  of  the 
stamp  doty,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  iNOEBaoLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  laid  upon  the 
table,  without  preface,  tbe  following  resolutions: 

Sg90hedr  That  the  CooMaittte  on  MUitary  Affiurs 
be  inilnMBled  to  r«port  to  this  Hoiue  a  bill  or  bills  fsn 
rhmfymg  the  free  male  pc^okition  of  the  Uaited 
SMse^  fron  the  age  of  tweBty-ooa  years  to  the  age  of 
fiKtyilive  years,  fiw  the  pnrpoee  of  draughting  thew- 
Imn  a  soffieient  nnmber*  annvattyy  to  flU  ap  the  nnke 
of  Ihe  regolar  Army. 

a.  Jiaohfid,  That  the  Conunittee  on  Naval  AfSun 
he  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  or  bills  for 
tbe  i«iBiediate»  constant,  and  gradual  augmentation  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  bv  adding  annually 
(vrith  the  least  ppesible  delay  in  the  commencement 
and  progress  of  the  system)  to  the  ships  of  the  line, 
frigates,  sloops  of  war,  and  other  vesseb  now  built  or 
buildins* 

The  consideration  of  them  not  being  required 
at  thia  time,  they  lie  on  the  table  of  course* 

REVENUE  LAWS. 

Mr.  Epfss,  from  the  Qommitue  of  Ways  and 
MatAa,to  wbom  was  referred  a  resolution  for  aid- 
iag  aad  protecting  the  officers  of  the  customs,  and 
for  proven  ttttg  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy, 
and  for  other  porpoacff ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
HoQse  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  communicated  the  following 
document. 

TaXASUET  BBPABTXSirT, 

ffifvember  19»  1814. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letltr,  m4uesting»  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  **  any  inlbrmation  which  the 
Treaaury  Department  can  iuxnish,  as>to  the  defecto  of 
the  present  revenue  laws,  and  the  best  mode  of  cor- 
recting the  evils  arising  from  an  intercouxse  with  the 
enemv." 

AJuieugh  the  expediency  of  a  general  revision  of  the 
revenue  laws,  vrith  the  view  contemnlated  by  tbe  com« 
mittee,  is  acknowledged,  I  fear  it  will  be  impracticable, 
at  thia  time»  to  undeitake»  and  lo  execute,  satisfactorily, 
ao  extensive  a  task.  The  pressmre  of  the  current  bnsi* 
neea  upon  the  department  is  severe,  and  precludes  an 
application  of  the  8eaetary*s  time  to  any  object  which 
ia  not  of  immediate  importance.  The  inconveniences 
that  are  suggested  in  tbe  documents  from  Vermont, 
accompanying  tbe  reference  of  the  Committee, require, 
however,  an  early  attention,  and  the  fiillowing  views 
of  the  subject  are  reapact/uUj  submitted  to  your  con- 
sideration : 

L  The  repiesentations  from  Vermont  present  vaiiona 
riasew  of  comnlaiut « 


1.  That  amtt|rgUng  ia  extensively  preaecuted,  on  the 
Noiethern  frontier,  bgr  citiiens  of  the  United  States, 
sometimes  with,  and  sometimes  without,  the  cover  of 
a  neutral  character ;  in  the  course  of  which  the  enemy 
obtains  important  intelligence;  he  is  furnished  with 
cattle,  and  other  essential  supplies ;  and  he  is  enabled 
to  introduce  his  merchandise  surreptitiously  into  our 
markets. 

2.  That  the  powers  of  the  revenue  officers  are  inad« 
equate  to  the  detection  and  prosecution  of  these  offen- 
ces, because  the  right  of  search  is  not  extended  to 
every  vehicle  that  may  be  employed ;  because  the  pro- 
hibitory  laws  do  not  sufficiently  define  and  enumerate 
tbe  subjects  of  an  illicit  trade;  because  no  efficient  act 
of  prevention  is  authorised  to  be  performed,  even  upon 
the  strongest  ground  of  suspicion  ;  and  because  there 
is  no  force,  civil  or  military,  provided  to  aid  the  reve- 
nue officers  in  the  exeeutien  of  their  duty,  when  cases 
of  violent  opposition  ooeur. 

3.  That,  limited  as  the  general  powers  of  the  levo- 
nue  officers  appear  to  be,  they  are  rendered  still  more 
inadequate  by  the  terror  which  the  officers  now  feel,  of 
being  expoeed  to  suits  for  damages,  under  the  aotfaori^ 
of  recent  decisions  in  the  courts  of  law ;  for  it  has  keen 
adjudged  in  Vermont,  that  the  inspectors  of  the  costoma 
are  not  authoriaed,  in  any  case,  to  make  seiznrss,  and 
that  actions  may  be  maiatained  against  them,  to 
recover  the  whole  value  of  the  pn^rty  seiBed,  even 
when  the  property  itself  has  been  duly  condemned,  ae 
forfeited  by  law. 

n.  The  aotnal  state  of  the  lavrs,  in  lelatien  to  these 
subjects  of  complaint,  may  be  sufficiently  seen  in  the 
foUowing  analysia: 

Of  the  power  andprivUt^ea  of  hupcctor$,  and  other 
officers  of  the  euetoms, 

1.  The  inspectors  of  the  customs  are  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  collector,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
principal  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  their 
duties  are  entirely  directed  to  guard  against  frauds 
upon  the  revenue,  by  smuggling,  or  any  other  kind  of 
illicit  trade.  They  are  described  and  conaidered, 
throughout  the  acts  of  Congress,  as  officers  of  the  cue-> 
toms,  through  not  as  chief  officers. 

2.  On  the  arrival,  or  the  approach,  of  ships  or  ves- 
sels, the  inspectors^  as  well  ss  the  chief  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  customs,  are  empowered  to  go  on  board, 
(whether  in  or  out  of  their  respective  districts,)  for  the 
purpose  of  demanding  manifests  of  their  cargoea,  and 
of  examining  and  searching  the  ships  and  vessels.  This 
act  is  to  be  performed,  ex  qgkiothy  way  of  precatttion» 
without  any  special  deputation  from  a  collector,  naval 
officer,  or  a  surveyor.-— 4  vol.  367,  s.  64. 

3.  If,  however,  there  be  reason  to  suspect  that  any 
goods,  subject  to  du^,  are  concealed  in  any  ship  or 
vessel,  an  inspector  cannot  enter  such  ship  or  veasel, 
to  search  for,  seise,  and  secure  such  goods,  without 
being  q>ecial^  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  col- 
leetDr,  naval  (^Beer,  or  snrveyer.  And  if  there  be  canse 
to  suspect  a  concealment  of  such  goods,  in  any  parlio- 
ular  dwelling  luHMe,  storey  building,  or  other  piaoe,  a 
soaieh  warrant  most  be  obtained  from  a  justios  of  the 
peaces  te  autheiiae  a  search  and  seianie.  The  ca«e 
hsM  nevided  for,  are  caass  ef  suspicion  only,  whsa 
pvobtble  infbmation  has  beso  leoert ed  of  a  coaeeali 
mcnt  of  goods,  eithet  en  water,  or  en  knd,  with  a  da* 
sign  to  ev^  the  payment  of  datieai  The  act  to  ha 
perfoimed  ia  not  in  the  eidinaiy  cenaw  of  an  inspeo* 
tor's  official  duty;  it  is  not  an  aak  of  pcecantion,  bstef 
detection ;  it  is  not  an  act  autfaoriaad  for.  I 
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which  are  notoriously  liable  to  8eizQre,bat  for  entering 
a  ship,  or  a  houie,  in  a  doubtful  case,  to  ascertain 
whether  any  goods  liable  to  seizure  are  there  concealed. 
—4  vol.  S89,  8.  68. 

4.  But  any  ship,  or  vessel,  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, which  are  liable  to  seizure  by  virtue  of  any  act 
respecting  the  revenue,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  several 
officers  of  the  customs  (including,  by  general  descrip- 
tion»  and  practical  construction,  the  inspectors  of  the 
customs)  to  seize  and  secure,  as  well  without,  as  within 
their  respective  districts.  The  act  to  be  performed,  in 
this  case,  is  founded  on  the  fact,  that  the  property  is 
liable  to  seizure,  but  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter 
either  a  ship  or  a  house,  to  ascertain  whether  such 
goods  are  so  liable,  and  are  there  concealed^ — 4  vol. 
390,  s.  70. 

6.  In  the  performance  of  their  duties,  the  inspectors, 
in  common  with  the  other  officers  of  the  customs,  are 
protected  by  the  law,  when  unjustly  sued  or  molested, 
m  actions  for  damages;  and  when  any  prosecation  is 
commenced,  on  account  of  the  seizure  of  any  ship,  or 
goods,  in  which  judgment  is  givon  for  the  claimant,  the 
inspectors  are  released  from  all  responsibility,  on  show- 
ing that  there  was  a  reasonable  cause  of  seizure.  [4 
vo].391,s.n  ;  76u2429,8.89.]  This  last  provision,  in- 
deed, has  been  extended  generally  for  the  protection  of 
any  collector,  or  other  officer,  under  any  act  of  Con- 
gress authorising  a  seizure  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  where  the  seizure  has  been 
made  on  probable  cause,  although  restitution  should 
be  decreed.— 8  vol.  366,  s.  1. 

6.  The  *<Act  to  prohibit  any  American  from  pro- 
ceeding to,  or  trading  with,  the  enemies  of  the  United 
StaUs,  and  for  other  purposes,"  declares,  that  **  if  any 
person  shall  transport,  or  attempt  to  transport,  over 
land,  or  otherwise,  in  any  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  boat,  or 
otherwise,  naval  or  miliUry  stores,  arms,  or  the  muni- 
tions of  war,  or  any  article  of  provision,  from  anyplace 
of  the  United  States,  to  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  or  New  Brunswick,"  certain  forfeitures  and 
penalties  shall  be  incurred.  And  authority  is  given 
<*to  the  collectors  of  the  several  ports  of  the  United 
States,  to  seize  and  stop  naval  or  military  stores,  arms, 
or  the  munitions  of  war,  or  any  articles  of  provision, 
and  ship  or  vessel,  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  boat,  or  thing, 
by  which  any  article,  prohibited  as  aforesaid,  is  shipped 
or  transported,  or  intended  to  be  shipped  or  transported." 
It  seems  to  be  a  strained  and  impracticable  construction 
of  the  provision,  to  confine  the  exercise  of  the  authority 
for  stopping  and  seizing  the  contraband  articles,  to 
the  personal  agency  of  the  collectors.  A  collector,  in 
this  case,  as  in  eveiy  other  case  where  a  positive  re- 
striction is  not  imposed,  must  act  tbrougn  the  vigi- 
lance and  co-operation  of  the  inspectors,  and  other 
officers  of  the  customs. 

Of  the  exUting  auxitiary  meane  to  execute  the  revenue 
laws,  and  tKe  lame  prohibiting  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  enemy, 

1.  In  addition  to  the  means  which  the  preceding 
statements  will  suggest,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  of  the  several  district  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  all  judges  and  justices  of  the  courts  of  the 
several  States,  (having  authority,  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  to  take  cognizance  of  offences  against 
the  Constitution  and  laws  thereof,)  have  the  ^ike  power 
to  hold  to  security  of  the  peace,  and  for  good  behaviour, 
in  cases  arising  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  as  may,  or  can  be  lawfriUy  exerdsed. 


by  any  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  respective 
Sutes,  m  cases  cognizable  before  them. — 4  voi  S31. 

2.  Whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States  are  op- 
posed, or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  in  anj 
State,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed 
by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  the 
power  of  a  marshal,  the  President  is  authorized  to  call 
forth  a  competent  force  of  the  militia,  to  cause  the 
laws  to  be  executed.  [4  vol,  188,  s.  3,  9.]  And  by  a 
subsequent  act,  the  President  is  authorized  to  emploj 
the  land  or  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
same  purposew— 8  vol.  311. 

3.  A  final  judgment,  or  decree,  in  any  suit,  in  the 
highest  court  of  law  or  equity  of  a  State,  in  which  a 
decision  of  the  suit  could  be  had,  where  is  drawn  In 
question  the  validity  of  an  authority,  exercised  under 
the  United  Sutes,  (as  in  the  case  of  an  officer  of  the 
customs,)  and  the  decision  is  against  the  validity,  may 
be  re-ezamined,  and  reversed,  or  affirmed,  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  upon  a  writ  of  error ; 
but  the  matter  in  dispute  must  exceed  the  value  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  costs. — ^Vol,  1.  s.  61,63. 

IIL  From  these  views  of  the  subject  of  complaint, 
and  of  the  state  of  the  law  in  relation  to  them,  we  are 
led  to  consider  the  best  modes  of  amending  the  defects, 
and  correcting  the  evils  which  exist. 

1.  An  habitual  respect  for  the  judicial  authority 
does  not  permit  me  to  controvert,  any  further,  the  de- 
cisions of  the  courts  of  law  in  the  State  of  Vermont, 
respecting  the  official  character  and  powers  of  inspec- 
tors, and  other  officers  of  the  customs.  It  is  recom- 
mended, therefore,  that  the  law  should  be  so  amended,  as 
to  place  the  inspector  upon  the  footing  of  officers  within 
the  meaning  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  laws  prohibiUng 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  enemy ;  and  that  the 
collectors  should  be  authorized  to  employ  a  competent 
number  of  inspectors,  with  authority  to  stop,  seardi, 
detain,  and  seize,  all  cattle,  live  stock,  and  other  sup- 
pliee;  all  goods  and  money,  and,  generally,  all  other 
articles  whatsoever,  howsoever  carried  and  transported, 
by  land  or  by  water,  on  the  way  to,  or  fcom,  the  British 
provinces,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  will  seenre, 
with  as  little  embarrassment  as  possible,  the  rights  of 
a  lawful  and  neutral  trade. 

2.  The  officers  of  the  customs  should  be  entitled,  in 
proper  cases,  and  on  proper  proofit,  to  obtain,  from  any 
magistrate,  a  warrant  to  search  dwelling  houses,  and 
other  buildings ;  to  demand  the  assistance  of  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district,  and  his  deputies,  with  the  posse  of 
the  district,  if  necessary,  for  the  execution  of  their  du- 
ties ;  and  to  hold  any  person  to  security  for  his  good 
behaviour,  stating,  on  oath,  that  they  have  probable  and 
just  cause  for  believing  that  such  person  is  carrying 
on  an  unlawful  trade,  or  intercourse,  with  the  enemy. 

3.  No  citizen,  or  person  usually  residing  within  the 
United  States,  should  be  allowed  to  cross  the  finntier 
into  the  British  provinces,  without  a  passport  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  or  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  or 
from  the  officer  commanding  the  military  district  in 
which  such  person  usually  resides.  All  persons  coming 
from  the  British  provinces  into  the  United  States, 
should  be  required  to  report  themselves,  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  to  the  military  commander,  or  the  collec- 
tor of  the  district  within  which  they  shall,  respectively, 
first  arrive.  And  any  person  hovering  upon  the  fron- 
tier, at  a  distance  from  his  usual  place  of  residence, 
without  any  business  requiring  his  attendance  there, 
and  without  a  passport,  should  be  held  to  securi^  for 
his  good  behaviour,  as  a  person  suspected,  upon  pn»ba- 
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Ue  cftUMy  to  be  engaged  in  an  nnlawfal  trade,  or  in- 
tereoarae  with  the  enemy. 

4.  The  militia  and  armj  of  the  United  8tatea,  on 
the  frontier,  should  be  authorised,  under  proper  regu- 
lations, to  ccHipcrate  with  the  civil  magistatee,  and 
officen  of  the  costoma,  in  seizing  and  securing  per- 
sons engaged  in  an  unlawful  trade,  or  intercourse  with 
the  enemy,  together  with  the  articles  and  ▼ehides  em- 
ployed in  such  trade,  or  interoourae. 

6.  A  more  effectual  provision  should  be  made  for 
trinsfoning,  from  the  State  courts  to  the  Federal  courts, 
suits  brought  against  petaons  exercising  an  authority 
under  the  United  StUea,  so  that  aueh  auita  may  be 
timnsierred,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  they 
are  commenced. 

6.  Treason  being  defined  by  the  Constitution,  and 
misprision  of  treason  being  an  offiuiGe  which  is  neces- 
sarily founded  upon  thai  definition,  many  practices,  of 
a  treasonable  nature  and  efleet,  which  cannot  be  con- 
atltntionally  classed  with  treason*  are  unnoticed  in 
our  penal  code.  An  act  of  Congress  declaring  such 
practices  to  be  misdemeanors,  and  pnniahing  them 
with  fine  and  imprisonment,  would,  perhaps,  be  the 
most  efiectnal  mode  of  correcting  the  evils  arising  from 
an  intercourse  with  the  enemv. 

TIm  papers  that  were  received  from  the  committee, 
are  now  returned ;  and  I  embrace  the  opportunity  to 
repeat  the  assurances  of  the  sincere  respect*  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLA8. 

J.  !¥.  Epns,  Esq.,  Chairman^  Spc. 

L0AN8,  TREA8UBY  NOTES,  dbc. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbb,  of  Yir- 
stDia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Coromittee  of  the 
Whole,  CD  the  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  au- 
thoriztog  a  loao  for  twenty  five  millions,  and  the 
act  lately  passed,  aQtborizing  a  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 

[The  Jfirt#  section  of  the  bill  authorises  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  accept  Treasury  notes  to 
be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued,  for,  and  in  lieu,  of  so 
much  of  the  sum  authorized  to  be  borrowed  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  Sutes,  by  the  twenty-five  million 
and  three  million  loan  acts,  as  has  not  been  borrowed 
or  otherwise  employed  in  the  issue  of  the  Treasury 
notea  according  to  law,  provided  the  whole  amount  so 
to  be  issued  shall  not  exceed  $7,600,000,  and  applied 
to  the  same  uses  as  «the  loans  so  authorbed  were  in- 
tended to  be  applied. 

The  second  section  authorises  the  issuing  of  Trea- 
suiT  notes  in  like  manner  for  a  further  sum  of  three 
millions,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  War  Department 
for  the  remainder  of  this  year,  and  one  million  for  the 
Navy  Department. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  nxth  sections  provide 
these  Treasury  notes  shall  be  in  the  same  form  and 
possess  the  same  qualities  as  the  Treasury  notes 
already  authorized,  be  redeemable  in  same  manner, 
appropriates  money  therefor,  du^,  as  well  as  for  the 
ezpensea  of  issuing  and  distributing  said  notes  and  for 
punishing  oounterfoits  thereof.] 

The  bill  baying  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Bppes  quoted  extracts  from  the  letter  last 

received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

which  is  given  at  length,  viz : 


Washivotoh,  Deeemher  2, 1814. 

Si  A :  Your  letter  of  the  37th  of  November  hss  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  I 
am  instructed  to  ask  for  the  amount  of  the  payments 
to  be  made  during  the  present  quarter,  on  account  of 
the  public  debt;  the  frinds  prepared  to  meet  those 
payments,  and  any  other  information  which  may  ena- 
ble the  committee  to  decide  as  to  the  necessity  of 
adopting  additional  measures  for  meeting  the  public 
engagements  during  the  present  quarter  H  the  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient, 

JOHN  W.  EPPE8. 

Hon.  Mr.  Dalkas,  Secretary  of  the  Trexuwry, 

TmsAsuBT  Dx»AmTxxsT,  Dec,  S,  1814. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  dated  this  morning,  stating  that  mine  of 
the  87th  of  November,  addressed  to  the  committee  on 
a  national  bank,  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meana. 

In  my  communications  to  the  committees  of  Con- 
gress, I  have  never  been  disposed  to  disguise  the  em« 
barrassments  of  the  Treasury.  A  frrank  and  ftiU 
development  of  existing  evils  wiH  always,  I  hope,  be 
best  calculated  to  secure  the  attention  and  exertion  of 
the  public  authorities ;  and,  with  legislative  aid,  I  am 
still  confident,  that  all  the  difiiculties  of  a  deficient 
revenue,  a  suspended  circulating  medium,  and  a  de- 
pressed credit,  may  be  speedily  and  completely  over- 
come.  My  only  apprehenaion  arises  firom  the  lapse  of 
time ;  as  a  remedy  which  would  be  efiectnal  to-daj, 
will,  perhaps,  only  serve  to  increase  the  disorder  to- 


In  answering  the  inqniiiesof  your  letter,  permit  me 
to  state :  1st.  The  amount  of  the  payments  which 
were  to  be  made  during  the  whole  of  the  present 
quarter  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  funds 
prepared,  or  applicable  to  meet  those  payments ;  3d. 
The  payments  that  remain  to  be  made,  and  the  fiinda 
that  remain  to  meet  them»  for  the  residue  of  the  quar- 
ter ;  and,  Sd.  General  information,  in  relation  to  addi« 
tional  measures  for  meeting  the  public  engagements. 
Fint  Point. 

It  is  respectfully  stated,  agreeably  to  an  estimate 
which  was  formed  on  the  4th  of  October,  1814 : 
Dm. 

1.  That,  during  the  quarter  commencing  the  1st  of 
October,  1814,  and  ending  the  1st  of  January,  1816, 
including  both  days,  there  was  payable,  for  the 
principal  and  interest  of  Treasuiy  notes,  during  the 
whole  quarter,  chiefly  at  fioston.  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia,  a  sum  of    -        -        -  $4,457,060  80 

2.  That,  during  the  same  period,  there 
was  payable,  for  the  principal  and 
interest  of  temporary  loans,  at  Bos- 
ton, Baltimore,  and  Charieston,  the 

sum  of 771,196  00 

8.  That,  during  the  same  period,  there 
was  jpayable,  in  dividends  upon  the 
pubhc  liinded  debt,  at  the  several 
loan  offices,  the  sum  of   -        -        •    1,900,000  00 


Cb. 
1.  That  there  were  bank  credits  scat- 
tered throughout  the  United  Sutes, 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1814,  amount- 
ing,  by  estimate^  to         •       .       • 


7,188,10480 


•3,600,000  00 
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3.  That  there  wu  receivable  from  the 
ciutomi,  during  the  whole  qaarter» 
theaamof $1,800,000  00 

9.  That  there  was  receivable,  on  ac* 
count  of  the  lalee  of  public  Jandi, 
during  the  same  period,  a  aum  of    -       160,000  00 

4.  That  there  was  receivable,  on  ac- 
count of  internal  duties  and  direct 
taxes,  during  the  same  period,  a  sum 

of  about 900,000  00 

6.  That  there  was  receivable,  on  ac- 
count of  loans,  during  the  eame  pe- 
riod, a  sum  of         ....    1,700,000  00 

6.  That  there  might  be  obtained,  upon 
an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  during 
the  same  period,  a  sum  of  about      -    2,000,000  00 


9,660,000  00 


From  which  it  resulla : 

1.  That  the  amount  of  the  whole  pay- 
mentsy  for  dividends  of  public  debt, 
for  temporary  loans,  and  for  Treasu- 
ry notes,  during  the  whole  of  the 

current  quarter,  was        -        -        -$7,128,194  80 

2.  That  the  amount  of  the  whole  of 
the  estimated  receipts  of  the  Treas- 


ury, was 


9,660,000  00 


Leaving  a  surplus  of  receipts  of      -    2,431,806  20 


It  is  believed  that  this  estimate,  which  is  formed 
upon  official  focto  and  ezpericDce,  wmild  have  been 
sttbstantiftUy  realised  in  tiie  event*  if  the  buiks  had 
not  aaddenly  determined  to  suspend  their  payments 
in  i^de.  But  for  that  occurrence,  the  dividend  on 
the  pobiio  debt  would  have  been  punctually  puid  to 
the  iodtvidual  creditors  at  Boston  on  the  Ist  of  •Octo- 
ber last;  the  transfer  of  the  public  funds,  from  one 
place  to  another  place*  in  order  to  meet  the  public  en- 
gafementst  vrouid  have  contiBued  easy  and  oertain ; 
the  credit  and  use  of  Treasury  notes,  (limited  to  the 
specified  amount,)  would,  probably,  have  been  pre- 
served, and  the  revenue  arising  from  duties  and  taxes 
would  not  have  been  materially  intercepted,  if  at  all, 
in  its  passage  to  the  Treasury,  by  payments  in  Treas- 
ttiy  notes. 

Second  Point, 
Dn. 

1.  That,  ot  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  Treasury 
notes,  payable  during  the  present  quarter,  and  which 
have  already  follen  due^  mere  remains,  on  this  day, 
unpaid,  at  the  places  mentioned  in  the  schedule  A, 
the  sum  of $1,902,680  80 

2.  That  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  Treasury  notes,  which  will  be* 
come  due  on  or  before  the  let  of  Jan* 
uary,  1816,  at  the  phices  mentbned 

in  the  schedule  B,  amount  to  -  -  1,948,720  00 
8.  That  the  dividends  on  the  public 

debt,  payable  on  the  1st  of  January, 

1816,  at  the  places   mentioned  in 

schedule  C,  amount  to  the  sum  of  -  1,873,000  00 
4.  That  the  principal  and  interest  of 

temporary  loans,  payable  during  the 

present  quarter,  and  contracted  at 

the  Treasury,  in  part  execution  of 

the  authority  granted  by  the  act  «f 


Congress  passed  the  14th  of  March, 
1812,  and  payable  at  Boston  on  the 
16th  and  31st  of  December,  amount 
to 606,876  00 


$6,626,276  80 


Ob. 
L  That,  on  the  2Mi  ulthno,  there  were 

bank  credits,  in  the  banks  specified 

in  the  schedule  D,  applicable  to  Um 

payment  of  the  pubKc  debt,  during 

the  present  quarter,  (deducting  the 

amount  of  bank  crediU  ($813,000) 

which,  as  it  could  not  be  transforred 

fcft  the  payment  of  public  debt,  has 

been  recently  applied  to  the  appn^ 

priatHHiB  for  the  War  and  IVavy  De- 

partfflonis,)  amounting  to        -        -  $2,37S;M7  13 
2.  That  tlie  amount  receivable  during 

the  remainder  of  the  ptmMkt  year, 

on  account  of  the  hian  of  sik  mM- 

lioBS,  applioable,  also,  to  the  pay^ 

ment  of  the  public  debt,  if  no  ftil- 

ure  in  payment  occurs,  will  be  about       460,000  00 
8.  Thai  the  eMimated   amount,    re> 

eelvible  during  the  remainder  of  the 

present  year,  on  account  of  customs, 

applicable,  also,  to  the  payment  of 

the  public  debt,  (subject,  however,  to 

various  contingencies,  such  as  the 

non-payment  of  bonds,  the  payment 

of  bonds  in  Treasury  notes,  &c.)  may 

be  sUted  at     -        -        -        -        -      360,000  00 
4.  The  estimated  amount,  receivable 

during  the  remainder  of  the  present 

year,  on  account  of  the  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  subject,  however,  to  con- 
tingent payment  in  Treasury  notes, 

may  be  sUted  at     -        -        -        -       160,000  00 
6.  The  estimated  amount,  receivable 

during  the  remainder  of  the  present 

year,  for  internal  duties  and  direct 

tax,  subject,  however,  to  contingent 

payment  in  Treasury  note%  mi^  be 

sUtedat 


460»000  00 

-  - 

3,772^7  13 


From  this  second  view  of  the  debit  and  credit  of  the 
account,  limited  merely  to  the  payment  of  tlM  piiblie 
debt  becoming  due  for  the  residue  of  the  present 
quarter,  it  appears — 

1.  That  the  debt  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $6,626,276  80 

2.  That  the  resources  to  pay  the  debt, 
(excluding  the  sum  applied  to  the 
Army  and  Navy  Departments,  as  be- 
fore stated,  anil  exdudfing  the  posei- 
hle  proceeds  of  new  loans,  and  new 
issues  of  Treasury  notes,  for  the 
shigie  purpose  of  ptying  public  debt,) 
amount  to 


3,771,287  13 
1,758,988  67 


The  difierence  between  the  results  of  the  state- 
ments, under  the  first  and  the  second  points,  will  be 
accounted  for,  by  the  unexpected  efiect  of  payments 
in  Treasury  notes,  on  account  of  duties,  taxes*  tnd 
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Ittod ;  bjr  the  total  ceaifttion  of  the  nto  of  TioMaiy 
notM,  either  to  pay  the  public  creditors  ot  to  raise 
money ;  and  by  an  Qnayoidable  yariance  in  estimatest 
depending  npon  a  variance  in  the  state  of  infonnation 
at  the  Treasury.  A  priority  of  payment  may  be 
justly  claimed  by  the  holders  of  the  funded  debt ;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  proper  to  add — 

1.  That  the  amount  of  public  crediu,  as  estimated  in 
the  preoe^g  statement,  is  ttie  sum 

of ts,m,im  13 

2.  That  the  amount  of  the  ^vidend, 
em  the  old  and  new  fttnded  debt,  pay- 
able on  the  1st  of  Jatracry,  1616,  is 

tfie  sum  of l,878jMe  00 

3.  And  that,  consequently,  the  surplus 
of  the  resources,  after  satisfying  that 


single  object,  is  the  sum  of 


1,890,287  18 


It  will  be  observed  that  these  estimates  do  not  in- 
clude, as  an  item  of  the  debt,  the  dividend  on  the 
funded  debt,  amounting  to  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  not  actually  paid  to  the  individual 
endlfon  at  Boeton  on  the  let  of  October  last.  But  it 
is  onittad,  because  an  adeqsate  fond  in  the  State 
bank  was  seasonably  prowided  lor  the  oeowion,  and 
the  «sml  Treasuiy  draft  w«s  issued  in  fiivorof  the 
Cniwiiasioner  of  Loans,  so  ae  to  deduct  a  conespond- 
ing  aoMsnt  ^m  the  bankeiedits  of  the  Ctovernment 
The  State  bank  dediaed,  for  several  reasons,  (which 
it  is  uuMeesMry  to  repeat,)  paying  in  coin,  or  in  bank 
notes,  and  most  of  the  public  creditors  refused  to  ac- 
eept  the  Treasury  notee,  which  the  bank  ofiered  to 
them  as  an  alternative  payment  It  is  not  constdered 
that,  under  these  dicumstanees,  connected  with  the 
general  state  of  the  circulating  medinm,  (whidi  plaees 
the  power  of  the  Governmoit  to  meet  its  engage* 
menis,  on  the  same  footing  with  the  power  of  the 
most  opulent  of  its  citizens,)  there  can  exist  any  just 
reproach  upon  the  public  credit,  or  resources.  But, 
nevertheless,  efforts  have  been  anxiously  made  by  this 
deportment,  and  are  still  in  operation,  to  satisQr  the 
public  credfitors,  independent  of  the  fond  which  was 
originally  set  apart,  and  vrhich  still  remains  on  depos- 
its at  the  State  bank,  by  all  the  remaining  means  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Treasury. 

Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  have  I  included  in  the  state- 
ment of  our  resources  to  pay  the  public  debt,  the  un- 
executed authority  to  borrow  upon  public  loans,  and 
to  issue  Treasury  notes.  I  have  only  included  the 
items  of  fevenue,  which,  in  ordinary  times,  would  be 
deemed  oertain  and  e£foctive;  reserving  any  surplus  of 
Uiose  items,  with  the  loan  and  the  Tk'easurfr  notes,  to 
meet  the  general  appropriations  for  the  public  service 

Third  Pcint, 
It  is  respectfoUy  stated,  that  the  non-payment  of  the 
Treasuiy  notes,  and  the  haxard  of  not  being  able  to  pay 
the  dividend  on  the  public  debt,  according  to  the  re- 
spective contracts,  was  chiefly  (I  believe  entirely)  owing 
to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  at  the  banks,  and 
tho  consequent  impracticability  of  transferring  the  pub- 


lic fonds,  from  the  place  in  which  they  were  deposited 
to  the  place  in  which  they  were  wanted.  I  have  en> 
deavored,  therefore,  to  induce  the  banks,  as  an  act  of 
justice,  not  inconsistent  with  their  interest  or  their  pol« 
icy,  to  assist  in  alleviating  the  fiscal  embarrassments  of 
the  Government,  which  they  have  thus  contributed  to 
produce.  The  answera  to  my  last  proposition  (of  which 
a  copy  is  annexed,  in  schedule  E.)  have  not  been  re- 
ceived. But  the  danger  of  depending  upon  gratnltevs 
aids  (of  depending,  indeed,  upon  anything  but  the 
wisdom  and  the  v^ance  of  Congress,)  midEes,  with 
every  day's  experience,  a  deeper  impression  upon  the 
mind.  In  speaking,  therefore,  of  additional  measuies 
for  meeting  the  public  engagements  daring  the  present 
quarter  of  the  year,  I  derive  great  satisfaction  in  re- 
flecting upon  the  inevitable  and  immediate  effect  of  the 
legiilative  sanction  (even  so  fiur  as  it  has  already  been 
given)  to  a  settled  and  productive  system  of  taxes,  for 
de£raytng  the  expenees  of  Government  and  maintain- 
ing Uie  proper  credit  This  policy,  embrscing  in  its 
course  the  introduction  of  a  national  circulating  me- 
dium, and  the  proper  facilities  for  anticipating,  collect- 
ing, and  distributing  the  public  revenue,  will  at  onoe 
enliven  the  public  credit ;  and  even  the  existing  re- 
sources of  the  present  quarter  must  ripen  and  expand 
under  an  influence  so  aospidous.  But  something  may 
be  conveniently  and  usefuQy  added,  for  instance — 

1.  A  discretionaiy  authority  may  be  given,  by  law, 
to  issue  Treasuiy  notes  for  the  amount  of  the  sums  now 
authorized  to  be  nused  by  law. 

2.  An  authority  may  be  given,  by  laW,  to  transfer 
bank  credits  from  one  place  to  another  place,  in  order 
to  meet  the  public  engagements,  allowing  a  reasonable 
rate  of  exchange. 

3.  Appropriations  may  be  made,  by  law,  to  defray 
the  extra  expenses  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
during  the  present  year ;  and  a  general  authority  may 
be  given  to  borrow,  or  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  to  sop- 
ply  any  deficiencies  in  former  appropriations  for  those 
Departments,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
the  Treasury  notes,  and  the  civil  list 

The  present  opportunity  enables  me  to  assuve  you, 
sir,  that  I  am  preparing,  with  all  possible  diligence^  to 
report  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  upon  the 
subjects  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  confide  to 
me— 

1.  The  tax  bills  are  numerovs,  new  in  some  of  their 
principles,  and  complicated  in  most  of  their  details; 
nor  are  the  best  sources  of  information  at  hand.  They 
win,  however,  be  draughted,  and  sent  to  the  commit- 
tee in  succession. 

2.  The  plan  for  establishing  a  competent  shiking 
fund  is  under  oensideratien,  and  wiH,  probabh^,  be  ready 
to  be  reported  before  the  tax  biHs  are  paessd. 

S.  The  estimates  for  the  expenses  of  1815,  the  an- 
naal  appropriation  bill,  and  the  bills  to  authorise  a 
loaa,  and  issue  of  Treasury  notes  for  that  year,  are, 
aloe,  objacts  of  attention. 

I  httvvthe  honor  to  be,  Ac 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
JoHx  W.  Bms,  Esq., 

Chmmutn  Com,  of  Wayi  cmd  Meant. 
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A. 

Schedule  of  Treasury  notes  which  have  already  fallen  due,  and  remain  unpaid,  this  ^  day  of  December,  1814. 

Where  payable. 

When  payable. 

Principal. 

Interest 

Total. 

Philadelphia        -        - 
Do.      -        -        - 

Waw  VAi4r    -            -            - 

1814,  November  1    - 
1814,  December  1    - 

$269,000 
866.200 
570,000 
600,000 

$14,626  00 
19,774  80 
30,780  00 
32,400  00 

$283,626  00 
385,974  80 
600,780  00 
632,460  00 

1tA«tAn             •            •            • 

$1^06,000 

$97,480  80 

$1,902,680  80 

B. 
Schedule  of  Treasury  notes  becoming  due  on  or  before  the  first  of  January,  1815. 


Where  payable. 

When  payable. 

Principal. 

Tnterast 

ToUl. 

New  York  -        -        - 

PhiUdelphia 

Boston 

New  York  - 

Philadelphia 

1814,  December  11     - 

1814,  December  21     - 

1815,  January        1     - 

$100,000 

600,000 

30,000 

400,000 

60,000 

$5,400 
32,400 

1,620 
21,600 

2,700 

$106,400 

682,400 

81,620 

421,600 

62,700 

$1,180,000 

$63,720 

$1,243,720 

c. 

Estimated  amount  of  the  dividends  on  the  domestic 
funded  debt  of  the  United  States^  payable  on  the 
first  of  January,  1816. 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.            ...  $12,000 

Boston 320,000 

Providence 20,000 

Haitlbrd             87,000 

New  York 625,000 

Trenton             8,000 

Philadelphia,       including  stocks   on 

Treasury  books        ....  545,000 

Wilmington,  Delaware       -       •  1,000 

Baltimore 125,000 

Richmond 20,000 

Raleigh              6,000 

Charleston 85,000 

Savannah 5,000 

Treasury  at  Washington,  exclusive  of  div- 
idends payable  at  Philadelphia           •  66,000 

$1,873,000 


NoTB.— From  the  daily  transfers  of  stock,  from  one 
loan  office  to  another,  it  is  impossible  at  this  time  to 
estimate^  with  precision,  the  amount  which  will  be 
payable  at  each  loan  office  on  the  first  of  January 
next.  The  above  may  be  considered  as  near  the  sums 
which  will  be  payable,  unless  the  removal  of  stock 
should,  in  the  meantime,  be  unusually  large. 


Cash  in  the  several  banks,  according  to  the  state  of 
the  information  at  the  Treasury,  on  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1814,  after  deducting  monej 


moneys  in  the  Bouthem 


and  Western  banki^  assigned  to  the  Secretaries  of 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  in  consequence  of 
their  being,  transferrable  from  the  places  of  deposite 
to  the  places  of  payment  of  the  public  debt,  amount- 
ing to  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

$9,723  13 
5,750  00 
2-l,217  79 
12,043  18 
12,807  39 
I4435  83 
34,376  82 
12,365  57 
42,738  99 
15,081  12 
40,730  17 
18,369  08 

378,788  46 
15,433  59 

222,896  14 
34,254  08 
94,668  63 
376  67 
910  69 
65,288  16 
18,212  19 

628,594  51 
67,067  82 
11,609  60 

241,974  26 


BatliBank        .... 
Linooln  Bank,  Bath  -       .        - 
Cumberland  Bank,  Portland 
Portland  Bank  .... 
New  Hampshire  Union  Bank    - 
SacoBank        .... 
Merchants'  Bank,  Salem    - 
Roger  Williams's  Bank     - 
Newport  Bank  ... 

New  Haven  Bank    ... 
New  York  State  Bank,  Albany  - 
Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Albany 
Manhattan  Company 
Branch  Bank  of  do.,  Utica 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York     - 
City  Bank,  New  York       - 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Philad'i 
Branch  Bank,  PitUburg    - 
Bank  of  Baltimore    -        .        . 
Commercial  and  Fanners'  Bsnk,  Bait. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  Baltimore 
Washington      -        -        -    '    - 
Metropolis         .... 

Columbia 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B'k,  George- 
town    -        -        -      •- 
Union  Bank,  Georgetown  - 
Mechanics*  Bank  of  Alexandria 
Bank  of  Potomac,  Alexandria    - 
Bank  of  Virginia       ... 


596  48 

37,561  46 

5,000  00 

15,000  00 

35,020  36 
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Bnnch  of  do.,ftt  Nortilk  ...  378  24 

8Ute  Bank,  Raleigh  ....  366  98 

Branch  of  do.,  Saliabory   -        -        •  6,263  88 

Branch  of  do.,  WUmington       .        -  5,602  33 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear   ....  1,69726 

PlantenrandMechaniai'B'k,CharIest'n  101,235  28 

Bank  of  South  Carolina    -        -        -  22,712  50 

.Union  Bank,  Sooth  Carolina     .        .  14,028  47 

Planters'  Bank,  Savannah         -        -  102  98 

Bank  of  Kentucky     ....  9,17470 

Branch  of  do.,  at  KuwellTille     .        -  1,247  61 

Branch  of  do.,  at  LouisTiUe        -        -  699  01 

BankofChilicothe    ....  9,86608 

Miami  Exporting  Company,  Cincinnati  80,110  89 

Louiaiana  Bank         ....  66,614  92 


The  balance  of  the  demand  will  be  pi^abloyof  couiae, 
in  the  notes  of  the  respective  banks. 

2.  That,  to  secure  and  satisfy  the  advances  thus  to 
be  made  by  the  banks,  respectively,  the  banks  shall  be 
admitted,  on  reasonable  terms,  to  subscribe  to  the  loan 
of  three  millions  of  dollars ;  or  they  shall  receive  Treas- 
ury notes,  or  they  shall  receive  bank  notes,  or  drafts 
upon  banks  in  other  States.  If  any  bank  should  pre- 
for  accommodating  the  Treasuiy  with  a  temporary 
loan,  on  a  legal  interest,  this  course  may  be  pursued. 

I  will  thank  yon,  sir,  for  an  early  answer  to  this  prop- 
osition, and,  if  it  should  be  accepted,  I  will  imme£- 
ately  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  carry  ittnti> 
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Schedule  E.— [Circular.] 
Tbsasitbt  Dxpabthxht,  Nov.  26, 1814. 

Sib:  The  sudden  determination  of  most  of  the 
banks,  in  which  the  deposites  of  public  money  were 
made^  to  refuse  payment  of  their  notes  and  of  drafts 
upon  them,  in  specie,  deprived  the  Government  of  the 
naa  of  its  gold  and  filver,  without  any  act  or  assent  on 
the  part  ef  the  Traasnry.  The  equally  sudden  deter. 
miaatMHi  of  the  banks  of  each  State  to  refuse  credit 
and  dreulation  to  the  notes  issued  in  other  States,  de- 
prived  the  Government,  without  its  participation,  of 
the  only  means  that  were  possessed  for  transferring  its 
fiinds  from  the  places  in  which  they  lay  inactive  to 
the  places  in  which  they  were  wanted,  for  the  payment 
of  the  dividends  on  the  funded  debt,  and  the  discharge 
of  Treasury  notes.  It  was  the  inevitable  result  of 
these  transactions,  that  the  bank  credits  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  soon  exhausted  in  Boston,  New  York, 
PhUadelphia,  dec,  where  the  principal  loan  offices  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt  were  established ;  and 
that  the  Government  should  be  unable  to  satisfy  its 
engagements  in  those  cities,  unless  the  public  crodit- 
on  would  receive  drafts  on  banks  in  other  States,  or 
would  subscribe  the  amount  of  their  claims  to  a  public 
loan,  or  would  accept  a  payment  in  Treasury  notes, 
it  was  not  unreasonable,  indeed,  to  hope  that  the 
banks,  whose  eondnet  had  produced  the  existing  era. 
barnasment,  would  cheerfully  afibrd  some  alleviating 
aeoommodation  to  the  Government;  but  every  attempt 
to  realiie  that  hope  has  hitherto  foiled.  Even,  how. 
ever,  if  the  present  application  should  also  be  unsuo- 
cessfhl,  I  think  I  may  raly  on  the  intelligence  and  can* 
dor  of  our  fellow-citixens  to  vindicate  the  Government 
from  any  reproach,  for  the  want  of  good  faith,  or  of  es- 
sential resources  to  maintain  the  public  credit  The 
events  which  have  occurred  the  Government  could 
neither  avert  nor  control. 

tFnder  these  drenmstances,  I  have  deemed  it  a  duty 
to  the  public,  and  to  myself,  to  request  the  attention  of 
the  banks,  which  have  acted  as  agents  of  the  Treasury 
in  the  rac«pt  and  distribution  of  pubKc  money,  to  the 
foHovring  propositions : 

1.  That  the  banks  shall  asrist  the  Government  with 
the  means  of  discharging  the  Traasnry  notes,  and  pay. 
ing  the  dividends  of  public  debt  during  the  present 
quarter,  at  the  loan  office  of  their  respective  States.  A 
great  portion,  both  of  the  Traasnry  notes  and  public 
debt,  belongs  to  the  banks  respectively ;  and,  so  for, 
nothing  mora  than  a  protracted  credit  will  be  raquiied. 
13th  Con.  Sd  Sess. — 25 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  di:c. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Mr.  Eppes  then  explained  the  object  of  this  bill, 
which  Vaa  to  carry  into  effect  the  Secretary's  re- 
commendations, except  that  part  which  relates  to 
the  transfer  of  funds  from  one  quarter  to  another, 
which  they  had  determined  to  postpone  until  the 
question  relating  to  a  National  Bank  should  hare 
been  finally  acted  on,  dbc. 

The  blanks  in  the  bill  were  then  filled,  on  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  with  seven  and  a  half  millions 
to  supply  the  possible  deficiency  in  the  two  loans, 
and  with  three  millions  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
provision  for  the  military,  and  one  million  for  the 
deficiency  in  the  provision  for  the  naval  service 
for  the  remainder  of  the  present  year. 
^  No  debate  took  place  on  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
Some  discussion  and  amendment  took  place  on 
the  section  for  punishing  counterfeiters  of  the 
bills,  in  which  Messrs.  Gaston,  Ward,  and  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  took  part. 

The  Committee  at  length  rose  and  reported  the 
bill;  which,  the  amendments  having  been  con- 
curred in,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Hoaae  then  resoired  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bppbs^oq  the 
bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Government  during  thd  remainder  of  the 
year. 

Mr.  Epp£8  read  a  letter  he  had  receired  from 
the  Secretarjr  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  defieieney 
of  appropriations  in  that  department  \  from  which 
it  appeared  that  though  it  was  impossible  to  a»- 
certain  with  precision  at  this  time  the  number  of 
militia  in  service  during  the  past  Summer,  there 
was  little  doubt  but  their  expenses  would  greatly 
exceed  th«  appropriations  made  for  those  objects. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  blanks  in  this  bill 
were  then  filled  with  three  millions  for  the  Mili- 
tary department,  one  million  for  the  Naval  de- 
partment, and  other  sums  for  the  expenses  of  Con- 
gress, d;c. 

And  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill ; 
which,  aa  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  tnird  reading. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 
The  remainder  of  this  day's  sitting  was  occu- 
pied in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  consider, 
ation  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  ca.U 


771 


mSTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


772 


H.opR. 


MUiHa  DraughU. 


Dbobmber,  1814. 


into  service  80,430  militia  for  the  defence  of  the 
United  States. 

The  first  of  the  ameDdments  reported  by  the 
select  committee  which  came  under  consideration, 
was  that  authorizing  the  President,  on  failure  of 
the  Governors  of  the  several  States  to  comply 
with  the  requisition,  to  call  directly  on  the  offi- 
cers of  the  militia  to  cause  the  draught  to  be 
made.  This  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Robertson,  and 
Mr.  Troup,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Pearson.  It 
was  agreed  to,  ayes  90. 

The  next  amendment  goes  to  change  the  whole 
rate  of  apportionment,  so  as  to  &x  it  on  the  princi- 
ple of  free  population,  as  ascertained  by  the  last 
census,  instead  of  the  principle  of  representation, 
as  if  it  were  a  direct  tax,  on  which  principle 
the  apportionment  was  fixed  in  the  bill  by  the 
Senate. 

This  amendment  was  opposed,  on  opposite 

Sounds,  however,  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York, 
r.  Calhoun,  Mr.  lNGERS0LL,and  Mr.  Forbyth, 
and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Gholson,  Troup,  and 
Pearson.  This  amendment  was  also  agreed  to. 
[The  quota  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  hereby 
reduced  to  263  instead  of  430.]  Other  amendments 
were  proposed,  and  further  discussion  took  place. 
The  Committee  rose,  without  having  gone 
tbroagh  the  bill,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Thurboat,  December  8. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
enclosing  copies  of  the  returns  lor  members  of 
Congress  for  the  district  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Lancaster,  Dauphin,  and  Lebanon,  and  for  the 
district  composed  of  tne  counties  of  Chester  and 
Montgomery,  in  that  State.— Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  subdividing  the  quarter  sections  of  the  lands  of 
Che  United  States. 

JResolved,  That  the  said  Committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision,  by  law,  for 
Che  sale  of  sections  heretofore  reserved  lor  the  fu- 
ture tlispositioa  of  Congress,  and  not  sold  or  other- 
wise disposed  of  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  same 
terms  and  at  the  same  price  that  other  public 
lands  are  offered  for  sale  at  the  respective  land 
offices  within  the  State. 

jReiolved^  That  the  said  Committee  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  attaching  to  the  Canton 
District,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land 
extending  one  mile  in  width  on  each  side  of  the 
rapids  ofthe  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  West- 
ern line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  which,  by 
a  late  treaty  at  Brownstown,  in  the  Michigan 
Territory,  with  certain  Indian  tribes,  was  ceded 
to  the  United  States. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts 
authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several  sums  of  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars  and  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  additional  appropria* 


tions  for  the  service  of  the  year  1814,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  tne  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  <*  for  the  relief 
of  John  C.  Hurlburt,  of  Chatham,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  passed  the 
bill  "to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  b]r  laying  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spirituous  liquors,"  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 

bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  authorize  the  President 

of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  several 

States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective 

?|uotas  of  80,430  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the 
rentiers  ofthe  United  States." 

Mt.  Lfiwis,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said:  He 
wished  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which 
he  deemed  of  the  first  importance.  There  existed 
throughout  this  country  a  clyas  of  indiistrioas, 
respectable, and  highly  meritorious  citizens,  whose 
religion  forbade  them  to  engage  in  this  trade  of 
war.  From  the  time  when  the  Christian  reliffioa 
was  promulged,  however  strange  the  fact  mif  ht 
appear  to  those  whose  business  ts  the  destruction 
of  our  raccj  there  have  always  existed  thousands 
who  held  it  a  most  sacred  duty  not  to  imbrue 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  brethren,  simply 
because  their  rulers  had  been  pleased  to  declare 
them  enemies.  The  history  of  centuries  would 
prove  that  this  was  no  theory,  no  speculative  vis- 
ion. It  was  an  article  of  Christian  faith,  deemed 
a  command  of  the  Most  High;  and  thousands  of 
these  pacific  Christians  have  attested  the  sincer- 
ity of  their  faith  and  their  practice  at  the  stake 
and  on  the  scaffold.  The  bill  on  the  uble,  Mr.  L. 
said,  made  no  exceptions  as  to  these  noiseless, 
though  numerous.  Christians.  They  were  sub- 
ject to  be  draughted  into  the  ranks  of  death, 
there  to  continue  for  a  year;  and  if  they  refused 
the  call,  they  were  subiected  to  all  the  rigorous 
penalties  of  the  law.  In  most  of  the  States,  Mr. 
L.  said,  he  believed  those  men  were  excused  from 
any  kind  of  militia  duty  whatever,  by  paying  a 
certain  annual  tax  deemed  equivalent  to  their 
personal  services.  He  believed,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Virginia,  there  was  not  a  State  in  the 
Union  that  did  not  suffer  these  peaceful  Chris- 
tians, io  some  way,  to  be  exempted  from  military 
service.  The  militia  laws  of  Virginia  exact  the 
same  personal  services  from  them  as  from  others. 
None  are  exempted  on  account  of  religious  faith 
and  conscientious  scruples.  Their  fines  and  pen- 
alties for  neglect  or  refusal  are  highly  severe,  and, 
in  general,  are  rigorously  executed. 

The  courts  martial  have,  it  is  true,  discre- 
tionary powers,  as  relates  to  fines;  but  that  dis- 
cretion is  generally  exercised  rather  to  punish 
than  protect  all  who  cannot  join  in  the  ranks. 
There  was  a  practice,  founded  on  the  law  of  the 
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State,  80  highly  unjust  aod  oppressive  in  its  ope> 
ration  to  these  peaceful  citizeus,  that  he  was  as- 
tonished it  should  he  eodured  ia  au  enlightened 
community*  When  once  draughted  or  called  to 
service,  in  case  of  failure  to  obey,  which  must  al- 
ways happen  to  this  people,  a  heavy  fine  is  levied 
and  collected.  The  delinquent  is  immediately 
placed  on  the  next  class  for  another  draught,  is 
again,  of  course,  delinquent,  and  again  heavily 
fined.  This  call,  or  draught,  is  sometimes  re- 
peatedly made  in  quick  succession,  aod  fines  accu- 
mulate to  an  amount  which  reduce  the  most  afflu- 
ent to  distress,  and  those  of  competent  fortune  to 
entire  ruin. 

It  operates,  too,  most  oppressively  upon  those  of 
the  militia  who  have  no  religious  scruples  as  to 
bearing  arms.  The  number  draughted  from  any 
particular  company  is  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
number  of  the  company,  although  it  is  composed 
half  of  men  whose  consciences  forbid  military 
service,  aod  who,  of  course,  never  do,  and  never 
will,  serve ;  yet  the  whole  number  is  called  forth, 
and  thus,  while  these  Cbriatiaos  are  ruined  by 
accumulated  penalties,  the  residue  have  a  most 
oppressive  share  of  personal  service. 

Mr.  L.  said,  in  the  district  he  represented,  this 
description  of  their  condition  had  lately,  to  a 
great  extent,  been  realised.  The  fines  bad  ac- 
cumulated to  an  amount  which  the  property  of 
those  oppressed  people  could  not  satisfy.  It,  of 
course,  must  be  sacrificed  under  the  marshal's 
hammer ;  and,  in  case  of  deficiency,  their  persons 
committed  to  prison  to  expiate  the  sin  of  serving 
their  God  with  perseverance  and  pure  consciences. 
Mr.  L.  said,  when  he  viewed  the  benevolent  ge» 
nius  of  the  constitution  of  his  native  State,  the 
liberal  spirit  of  her  general  laws,  and  the  mag- 
nanimous justice  which  she  was  in  the  habit  of 
distributing  to  her  sons,  he  could  not  but  wonder 
that  this  stain  on  her  policy  and  her  justice  was 
suffered  to  remain.  It  was  in  direct  hostility  to 
her  own  spirit,  views,  and  declarations.  In  1768, 
when  ratifying  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  her  convention  tendered  a  bill  of  rights 
to  the  Union ;  and  this  was  the  19th  article  of 
that  bill:  ''That  any  person  religiously  serupu* 
'  lous  of  bearing  arms  ought  to  be  exempted,  upon 

*  payment  of  an  equivalent,  and  another  employed 

*  in  his  stead."  Mr.  L.  said,  he  cited  from  mem- 
ory, but  was  sure  that  he  was  substantially  cor- 
rect. How  different  from  this  is  the  present  prac- 
tice ?  The  present  law  is  most  unequal  in  its 
operation ;  the  mass  of  the  militia,  having  no  re- 
ligious restraints,  could  perform  their  daty  in 
person,  or,  at  worst,  by  hiring  a  substitute;  and 
a  tour  of  duty,  performed  in  either  way,  exone- 
rated them  from  further  calls,  until  every  militia- 
man, of  every  class,  had,  in  his  turn,  gone  through 
the  same  process.  These  peaceful  Christians 
could  not,  as  they  believed,  under  the  penalties 
of  eternal  perdition,  enter  your  ranks  in  arms,  and 
they  are  not  casuists  enough  to  believe  that  they 
may  innocently  do  that  by  substitute,  which  the 
Prince  of  Peace  has  forbidden  them  to  perform 
in  person.  They  cannot,  therefore,  deliver  them- 
selves from  the  constant  harassing  of  marshals, 


aod  fines  and  imprisonment.  In  every  class  they 
are  bound  to  take  a  chance  for  draught,  and,  if 
unsuccessful  in  every  class  and  upon  every 
draught,  they  are  subjected  to  a  round  of  suffer- 
ing and  oppression.  He  said  it  might  be  objected, 
ihat  his  amendment  would  interfere  with  State 
militia  laws  and  regulatfons.  He  denied  it ;  or, 
if  it  should,  so  did  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 
The  bill  contained  principles  in  open  violation  of 
the  State  rights ;  it  went  not  through  the  State 
executive,  but  directly  to  the  ranks  of  the  militia 
upon  a  certain  contingency.  It  made  direct  re- 
quisitions upon  those  ranks,  and  annexed  penal- 
ties and  punishment  to  neglect  or  refusal  to  obey 
those  requisitions.  It  was  against  this  assump- 
tion of  power  he  wished  to  protect  these  people. 
He  said,  if  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  bill,  they 
would  find  that  a  power  was  assumed,  from  which 
no  State  exemption  could  deliver  the  citizen; 
you  impose  fines  and  penalties  in  a  manner  which 
the  States  alone  have  the  Constitational  power 
to  do.  You  make  a  call  upon  the  militia,  and 
you  doom  those  who  do  not  obey  your  call,  with- 
out discrimination,  to  fine,  imprisonment,  and 
firobable  ruin.  In  this  way  you  approach  direct- 
y  a  class  of  citizens  who  you  know  would  suffer 
crucifixion  sooner  than  obey  your  requisition, 
and  you  leave  them  no  refuge  but  in  your  penal- 
ties and  punishments.  Why  is  this  done?  Not 
to  fill  your  ranks !  For  you  Irnow  these  men  will 
never  be  in  your  ranks,  unless  by  ruffian  force. 
It  is  to  wring  from  them  the  little  property  which, 
by  frugality,  sobriety,  and  labor,  they  have  col- 
lected to  sustain  their  families,  and  smooth  the 
piUow  of  old  age.  He  said  it  was  unjust,  oppres- 
sive, and  sinful.  Mr.  L.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to 
ask  for  those  people  any  peculiar  boon  beyond 
what  the  true  principles  of  toleration  demanded. 
Of  all  the  pecuniary  burdens  of  the  State,  the 
property  of  thofte  men  must  bear  its  share.  He  did 
not  ask  an  exemption  from  the  geoeral  weight 
and  burdens  of  the  State — there  ought  to  be,  there 
could  be^  no  such  exemption.  But,.as  to  personal 
serrice  in  arms,  if  any  man  conscientiously  be- 
lieved it  was  forbidden  by  the  voice  of  God,  no 
human  tribunal  had  the  right  to  force  such  a  man 
to  violate  his  reli|^ion  aod  his  eonseience,  and  to 
stain  his  hands  with  human  blood.  A. fair  eqoir- 
alent  was  all  that  any  Government  had  the  right 
to  require  from  such  a  man,  to  be  applied,  not 
particularly  to  the  work  of  war,  but  to  the  gen- 
eral purposes  of  Government ;  with  this  all  ought 
to  be  satisfied.  The  equivalent  ought  not  to  be 
oppressive  on  the  one  hand,  nor  on  the  other 
ouffht  it  to  be  so  reduced  as  to  permit  any  but  the 
really  conscientious  to  take  advantage  of  it  for 
improper  purposes.  Mr.  L.  then  offered  the  fol- 
lowing section  to  the  bill,  which  was  adopted  by 
a  large  majority: 

Sbc.  10.  And  beit  further  enacted,  That  every  per- 
son who  is  a  member  of  any  religious  sect  or  denomi- 
nation of  Christians,  conscientiously  scrapulous  of 
bearing  arms,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  |>erformance 
of  the  dmies  required  by  this  act,  by  paying  his  due 
proportion  of  the  amount  contracted  to  be  paid  by  the 
class  in  which  he  is  included,  according  to  the  proviaioii 
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of  the  fourth  leetioii  of  the  eet ;  or,  in  ceie  there  shall  be  a 
teugpht  in  rach  clan,  by  paying  U>  the  penon  draoght^ 
ed  wwAx  waaa  as  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  company,  so  that  the  som  shall  not 
exceed  three  months'  pay ;  and  the  payment  of  sneh 
gum  of  money,  in  either  case,  shall  be  considered  as 
entitling  sach  person  to  an  exemption  firom  all  the 
duties  required  by  this  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  of  Virginia,  the  bill 
wu  amended  so  as  to  redace  the  term  of  service 
of  the  militia  proposed  to  be  draughted,  from  two 
years  to  ooe  year.  The  majority  in  faror  of  this 
motion  was  about  twenty  votes. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  New  York,  observed  that  he 
thought  the  bill  objectionable  in  priaeiple;  and 
with  a  view  to  try  the  sense  of  the  Committee,  he 
moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
He  beflged  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  while 
he  submitted  some  remarks  in  support  of  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  tou  have  been  correctly  told 
by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee (Mr.  Tboup)  that,  in  difcossiog  this  bill, 
it  will  be  proper  to  settle  the  principle,  on  which 
you  intend  to  rely,  for  assisting  your  military 
force  to  carry  on  the  war.  With  this  object  in 
▼iew,  it  will  be  necessary  to  compare  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill  with  the  other  military  plans 
now  on  your  table. 

The  honorable  chairman  (Mr.  Teoup)  has  pur- 
sued that  eourse ;  and  without  entering  at  large 
into  a  discussion  of  the  question,  has  objected  to 
this  bill,  because  be  considers  it  too  inefficient  in 
its  provisions;  and  because  the  kind  of  force 
(militia)  is  not  of  that  character  required  by  the 
present  situation  of  the  country.  He  says  ^it 
^cannot  be  true  that  this  Government,  charged 
'  with  the  general  defence,  authorized  to  declare 
'  war,  and  raise  armies,  can  have  but  one  mode 
'  of  raising  armie?,  whilst  every  other  €k>vern- 
^  ment  that  has  ever  existed  has  had  an  absolute 
'  power  over  the  population  of  the  country  for 
'  this  purpose,  and  has  actually  exercised  it.  But 
'  this  question  is  not  properlv  before  the  House, 
'  and  (he  says)  I  will  not  go  into  an  argument  to 
'  show  that  you  can,  like  other  Qovernments,  re- 
'  sort  to  other  modes  of  raising  armies  than  that 

*  of  voluntary  enlistment.    That  you  can  resort 

*  to  classification  and  draught,  to  classification 
'  and  penalty,  or  any  other  mode  which  a  sound 
<  discretion  may  in  a  particular  state  of  the  coon- 
*'  try  dictate  and  justify.  All  I  intend  to  say  at 
^  present  is,  that  you  have  an  absolute  power  over 
'  the  population  of  the  country  for  this  purpose, 
'  and  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  it  is 
'  wiser  to  resort  to  classification  and  draught,  than 

*  to  resort  to  this  bill  from  the  Senate.''  These 
are  the  positions  taken  by  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  tne  Military  Committee,  (Mr.  Troup.) 

I  object,  sir,  to  the  whole  system  of  force  and 
coercion;  and  contend  thai  under  this  Constitu- 
tion you  have  no  right  to  raise  armies  except  by 
voluntary  enlistment ;  and  further,  that  if  you  had 
the  right  it  would  not  be  discreet  to  exercise  it. 

The  plan  which  gentlemen  wish  adopted  is 
coMcription!     They  call  it  classification  and 


penalty— -classification  and  draught.  Sir,  there  is 
poison  in  the  dish  ;  garnish  it  as  you  please,  there 
IS  poison  still.  You  call  it  classification!  I  stickle 
not  for  names— -^  a  rose  by  any  other  name  would 
smell  as  sweet."  Is  this  classification  ?  ^  Dis- 
guise thyself  as  thou  wilt,  slavery,  still  thou  art  a 
bitter  draught."  The  times  demand  that  things 
should  be  called  by  their  right  names— this  is  con- 
scription, and  with  features,  more  hideous,  than 
are  to  be  found  in  the  exploded  system  of  our 
unfortunate  cousin  of  Elba. 

This  system  of  conscription.  I  contemplate 
with  a  horror  which  I  cannot  express,  and  with 
an  alarm,  which  it  would  be  criminal  to  conceal. 
Other  gentlemen  think  differentlj,  and  will  of 
course  act  difierently — he  who  views  it  as  I  do, 
but  illy  performs  his  duty  to  his  conscience  or 
his  country,  if  he  neglects  to  remonstrate  against 
it,  with  a  zeal  proportioned  to  the  enormity  of 
the  principle,  and  the  extent  of  the  evils  involved 
in  it. 

For  one.  I  cannot  consent  to  be  a  mere  spectator 
of  a  scene  like  this,  i  should  consider  myself  as 
utterly  unworthy  the  confidence  of  my  consti* 
tuents,  if  1  did  not  oppose  this  high-handed  attempt 
upon  their  rights  and  privileges.  I  would  not 
dare  to  meet  the  indignant  frowns  which  I  should 
deservedly  receive  from  them,  if  I  did  not  oppose 
this  system  to  the  utmost  of  my  power — I  should 
consider  that  I  insulted  the  ashesof  my  forefathers, 
who,  doriuff  the  struggle  of  the  Revolution,  in 
their  humble  station  (and  humble  indeed  it  was) 
performed  some  little  service  to  the  State.  I 
should  be  unjust  to  my  own  claims  to  personal 
freedom ;  I  should  be  an  unfaithful  guardian  to 
the  interests  of  my  children,  if  I  did  not  oppose 
this  system  in  all  its  forms  and  in  all  its  aspects. 
The  finger  of  scorn  shall  never  be  pointed  to  a 
son  of  mine,  and  say,  that  man's  father,  placed 
by  the  partiality  of  bis  friends  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  omitted  to  oppose  this  system  by  every 
meant  in  his  power,  i  seize  this  occasion  to  put 
myself  upon  the  reeord.  in  characters  too  legible 
to  be  misunderstood.  If  the  liberties  of  this  coun- 
try are  now  to  be  sacrificed,  I  wash  my  hands  of 
any  share  of  t lie  crtme.  I  may  indeed  be  offered 
upon  the  altar  of  conscription,  hot  if  my  voice 
and  my  strength  do  not  fail  me,  I  will  this  day 
make  you  my  witnesses  to  prove  that  I  was  not 
a  willing  victim. 

What  are  the  plans  by  which  vou  intend  to  fill 
your  army  ?  I  object  to  them  all,  as  unconstiiu- 
tional  and  inexpedient ;  they  all  look  to  force,  and 
yon  have  no  right  to  raise  an  army  except  by  vol- 
untary enlistment.  I  have  indeed  heard  that  these 
were  rival  plans;  for  myself  I  consider  them  all 
as  parts  of  a  system  of  tyranny  and  oppresaion — 
they  are  all  branches  of  this  Bohun  Upas  which 
is  to  overshadow  this  countr]r,  and  poison  all  the 
comforts  of  this  people.  If  either  bill  passes,  the 
principle  of  coercion  is  established ;  and  the  claim 
to  ^^  absolute  power  over  the  population  of  the 
country"  will  soon  be  asserted. 

Your  present  military  plans  are  all  unconstitu- 
tional. In  order  to  arrive  at  a  just  coodasion, 
as  to  the  extent  of  your  powers,  it  will  be  well  to 
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lemeoiber  the  stroctare  of  our  Gorernineot,  aod 
the  ohjecta  of  its  formation.  This  Gonstitotioa 
was  formed  by  seoarate,  free,  and  iodepeodent 
States,  who  mutually  agreed  to  give  up  some  of 
their  rights  of  sovereignty  for  a  common  object. 
The  States  were  jealous  of  their  rights,  and,  with 
much  care  and  circumspection,  limited  their  grant 
to  the  General  Gtovernment,  for  the  objecu  de- 
fined. It  was  not  a  leading  motive  with  the  States 
to  make  this  a  great  military  nation.  The  objects 
are  disclosed  in  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution, 
Tiz :  "  To  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish 
'  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
'  the  common  defence,  promote  thegeneral  welfare, 
<  and  secure  the  blessmgs  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
*  and  our  posterity."  Tl^se  were  the  inducements 
which  procured  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution. 

You  are  now  unfortunately  at  war.  and  you 
wish  to  fill  the  ranks  of  your  army.  The  bill  be- 
fore us  discloses  one  of  your  plans }  it  seeks  to 
raise  eighty  thousand  men  from  the  militia  "  by 
contract  or  draught."  This  bill,  I  am  free  to  ad- 
mit, is  less  objectionable  than  either  of  the  other 
projects  \  but  it  is  nevertheless  unconstitqtiooaL 
Congress  have  no  power  to  ^  raise  militia."  You 
have  only  a  right  to  provide  for  calling  them  out 
in  the  three  cases  mentioned  in  the  Coastitatioa. 
The  title  of  the  bill  would  seem  to  imply,  that 
*^  the  defence  of  the  frontiers"  was  its  object,  but 
there  is  no  provision  in  it  which  limits  the  service 
of  the  militia  to  defence,  or  to  either  of  the  cases 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution.  Indeed,  gentle- 
men have  avowed  the  intention  to  carry  on  the 
war  by  means  of  these  militia.  Sir,  the  Consti- 
tution gives  you  no  such  right.  The  militia  may 
be  used  by  the  General  Government  in  the  emer- 
gencies suited,  but  the  exigency  must  exist,  or  the 
jright  to  call  tnem  out  does  not  exist.  A  power 
to  use  the  militia  to  carry  on  a  war  is  not  granted 
by  the  Constitution.  You  can  employ  them  to 
^<  repel  invasion,"  but  not  to  carry  ou  the  war. 
By  this  bill  you  may  take  the  militia  to  Cluebec 
or  to  Halifax  \  and  the  same  usurpation  which 
permits  you  to  push  them  beyond  the  St.  Law- 
renee,  will  justify  you  also  in  pushing  them  to 
the  Shannon  or  the  Thames. 

There  is  another  argument  which  bears  upon 
this  question.  Militia  officers  are  appointed  un- 
^er  the  State  authorities;  these  State  authorities 
vibrate  with  parties.  To  day  yon  have  one  de- 
scription of  officers,  who  are  called  out  to  carry  on 
the  war-*-to-morrow  there  is  a  change  in  the 
State  government,  the  officers  on  dutyr  are  re- 
moved, and  others  are  appointed.  The  ineonve- 
nienoe  which  would  flow  from  such  a  state  of 
things  goes  far  to  prove  that  you  have  no  power  to 
oarry  on  a  war  by  miiitia. 

There  is  another  feature  of  this  bill  which  de- 
aerves  some  notice.  You  have  introduced  an 
amendment  by  which,  in  case  the  Governors  refuse 
10  comply  with  the  requisition,  the  President  may 
issue  his  order  to  other  military  officers  of  the 
-States*  The  effect  of  this  amendment  will  be, 
to  eaeourage  mutiny  and  insubordination  in.  the 
militia ;  and  thus,  like  all  your  other  measures, 
4ead  to  weaken  the  security  of  the  States. 


Connected  with  this  system,  is  a  bill  we  passed 
a  day  or  two  since,  authorizing  the  enlistment  of 
minors,  without  the  consent  of  parents,  masters, 
or  guardians.  This  has  been  considered  uncon- 
stitutional, and  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
it  b  inexpedient.  It  subverts  all  order,  it  goes  to 
the  destruction  of  civil  society.  Under  that  law. 
you  need  not  be  surprised  to  see  some  philosophical 
recruiting  sergeant,  marching  through  your  towns 
and  villages,  with  this  inscription  on  his  standard : 
**  If  any  children  have  unautifal  parents,  or  if 
any  servants  have  disobedient  masters,  let  them 
come  here  and  enlist." 

But  this  project,  bad  as  it  is,  is  not  by  any 
means  so  objectionable  as  either  the  system  con- 
templated bv  the  bill  from  the  Military  Commit- 
tee of  this  House,  or  that  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  at  War  in  his  letter  of  the  17th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1814.  The  bill  from  the  Military  Comr 
mittee  proposes  to  divide  the  whole  free  male 
population  of  the  country  (without  any  excefk 
tion)  into  classes  of  twenty-five;  each  class  to 
furnish  a  recruit  to  serve  during  the  war ;  and  ia 
case  any  class  shall  make  default  in  furnishing 
the  recruit,  a  direct  tax  is  to  be  laid  on  the  pro- 
perty within  the  territorial  districts  eomprisiajr 
the  class.  This  is  what  has  been  called  classif 
cation  and  penalty.  The  prefect  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  is : — ''  Let  the  free  male  population  of 
'  the  United  States  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
'  five  years,  be  formed  into  classes  of  one  hnodred 
'  each,  and  let  each  class  furnish  four  men  for 
'  the  war,  within  thirty  days  after  the  classificar 
'  tion,  and  replace  them  in  the  event  of  casualty." 
From  this  system,  there  are  to  be  no  exempts, 
except  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ana 
the  Governors  of  the  States  and  Territories. 
This  is  called  classification  and  draught  j  but  is 
la  fact,  a  system  of  military  conscription  more 
extensive  than  was  ever  before  attempted  by  the 
ambition  of  tyrants. 

Mr.  Chairman:  This  plan  violates  the  Consti- 
tution of  your  country ;  it  invades  the  riffhts  of 
the  State  governments;  it  is  a  direct  infringe- 
ment of  their  sovereignty;  it  concentrates  ail 
power  in  the  General  Gfovernmeot,  and  deprives 
the  S  ta  tes  of  their  '^  necessary  securitjr."  It  does 
away  all  claim  to  personal  freedom ;  it  is  a  dar- 
ing attempt  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this 
people. 

This  conscription  is  unconstitutional.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  a  Qovani- 
ment  of  limited  powers.  You  take  by  grant j 
your  powers  are  special  and  delegated — they 
must  be  construed  strictly.  *'  All  powers  not  del- 
egated, are  reserved  to  the  States  or  the  people." 
Your  authority  is  defined— you  take  nothing  by 
inference  or  application,  except  what  may  fale 
"  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion" the  powers  expressly  granted. 

What  then  are  the  l^itimate  powers  of  this 
Gh>vernment  over  the  muitary  force  of  the  coim- 
try  ?  There  are  two  kinds  of  military  force  mao- 
tioaed  in  the  Constitution,  armies  and  miiitia,  and 
your  authority  over  each  is  set  down  with  ac- 
curacy and  precision.    Congress  have  power  to 
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declare  war,  and  with  it  the  necessary  power  '*  to 
raise  and  support  armies,"  and  to  ''make  rules 
for  tjieir  government  and  regulation."  Armies 
then  are  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  with 
which  they  are  to  carry  on  their  wars ;  and  are 
sabject  to  their  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  control. 
But  the  militia  are  the  State  troops,  which  Con- 
gress have  no  power  to  raise.  Tney  are  a  force 
existing,  known  and  acknowledged  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  ;  existing 
without  the  aid  or  concurrence  of  the  General 
Government.  The  general  power  over  the  mil- 
itia resides  in  the  States ;  a  particular  authority, 
for  objects  defined,  was  carvea  out  of  that  general 
power, and  granted  to  the  United  States.  The  mil- 
itia are  the  security  of  the  States  against  foreign 
or  domestic  foes.  The  States  were  not  a  little 
jealous  of  this  riffht,  and  to  prevent  any  encroach- 
ment upon  it,  they  procured  an  "amendment" 
to  the  Constitution  in  these  words:  2d.  Amend- 
ment :  "A  well  regulated  militia  bein^  necessary 
^  to  the  security  of  a  free  State,  the  right  of  the 
'  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  in- 

•  fringed."  Thus  this  '*  necessary  security"  is 
not  only  recognised  but  guarded  and  protected. 
Congress  has  no  power  to  raise  militia,  to  appoint 
their  officers,  or  to  train  them.  Tne  general 
power  is  in  the  States ;  out  of  this  generaipower 
there  is  delegated  to  the  United  States  a  particu- 
lar authority,  in  certain  specified  cases,  and  this 
authority  is  **  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mil- 
itia to  execute  tne  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrection,  and  repel  invasion."  And  with  a 
view  to  give  uniformity  to  their  manceuvre^,  and 
make  them  more  efficient,  when  their  services 
should  be  required  by  the  exigencies  enumerated, 
it  is  permitted  Congress  to  provide  ^  for  organ- 
'  izing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia ;  and 

*  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  em- 
'  ployed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

Now.  waiving  all  arguments  against  this  nlan, 
which  may  be  derived  from  the  genius  or  our 
Qovernment,  and  the  fyeedopn  of  our  institutions, 
I  ask,  whether  under  the  naked  power  to  "  raise 
armies"  you  can  adopt  a  plan  which  goes  to  alter 
the  whole  military  sjrgtem  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  destroy  the  militia  of  the  States,  thereby 
depriving  them  of  their  ^'necessary  security?" 
The  Secretary  seems  to  be  aware  of  this  objec- 
tion, and  has  labored  to  obviate  it.  He  admits 
(let  it  be  remembered)  that  it  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  to  draw  men  from  the 
militia  service  into  the  regular  army:  but,  he 
says,  by  his  plan  "  the  men  are  not  drawn  from 
the  militia,  bat  from  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try." With  ail  due  deference  and  humility,  this 
is  a  pitiful  sophism.  The  militia  of  many  of  the 
States  are  now  out  on  duty,  and,  if  his  plan  is 
adopted,  you  will  literally  draw  men  from  the 
"  militia  service."  But  it  is  not  material  whether 
the  militia  are  on  duty  or  not ;  you  have  no  right 
to  force  a  man  from  the  militia  into  the  regiilar 
urmy.  If  he  offers  voluntarily,  you  may  take 
him,  but  you  cannot  compel  him  by  force.  You 
say  you  do  not  take  him  from  the  militia,  but 
from  the  population  of  the  country.    Now  I 


should  like  to  know,  whether  the  military  popu- 
lation of  the  country  is  not  the  militia  of  the 
States?  If  it  is,  then  you  have  no  right  to  force 
one  of  them  into  vour  service ;  and  yet  you  claiift 
a  right  to  force  them  all.  The  classes  are  to  re- 
place the  men  who  are  lost  by  casualty,  and  the 
case  may  happen^  that  each  individual  of  a  par* 
ticular  class  may  thus  be  compelled  to  render 
personal  service.  I  can  see  no  escape  from  this 
argument.  If  you  have  a  rieht  to  force  one  man 
from  a  particular  class,  you  have  a  right  to  force 
all  the  men  from  that  class ;  and  if  you  have  a 
right  to  force  all  the  men  of  one  class,  you  have 
a  right  to  force  all  men  of  all  the  classes.  The 
power  to  raise  armies  under  this  Constitution, 
can  never  be  construed  to  extend  to  a  plan  which 
ffoes  to  alter  the  whole  military  system  of  the 
United  States,  and  take  from  the  States  that 
*^  necessary  security"  so  explicitly  acknowledged 
and  guarantied. 

I  now  proceed  to  examine  some  of  the  other 
positions  which  the  Secretary  takes  in  support 
of  his  conscription.  Congress  have  power  to 
raise  armies,  and  he  says,  '*an  unqualified  grant 
of  power  gives  the  means  necessary  to  carry  it 
into  effect."  This  is  a  position  which  I  do  not 
mean  to  controvert :  but,  I  do  say  that  the  erant 
of  power  "  to  raise  armies"  is  not  an  unqualified 
grant.  It  is  qualified  by  the  spirit  of  our  Consti- 
tution ;  it  should  be  exercised  in  the  spirit  of 
freedom,  and  in  the  manner  usually  and  ordioa« 
rily  pursued  by  free  States :  not  by  means  arbi«p 
trary,  vexatious,  unusual,  and  oppressive.  Be- 
sides, this  *^  power  to  raise  armies"  is  qualified 
by  that  authority  and  claim  on  the  militia  which 
was  known  and  aicknowledged  to  reside  in  the 
States ;  you  have  no  right  to  raise  armies  ii^  a 
way  which  must  necessarily  defeat  all  the  secu- 
rit/which  the  States  have  under  the  Constitution. 

The  Secretary  says,  ^the  militia  service  af- 
fords a  conclusive  proof  and  striking  example" 
in  support  of  the  right  which  he  claims  for  Con- 
gress, to  raise  armies  by  conscription.  This  I 
must  deny — the  cases  are  not  parallel.  The  mili- 
tia belong  to  the  State  governments,  whose  pow- 
ers are  more  extensive  than  those  of  the  General 
Government.  Your  powers  are  limited,  and  must 
be  construed  strictly.  With  respect  to  State 
governments,  a  different  construction  has  obtain- 
ed—the residuum  of  power  is  with  the  States  or 
the  people ;  and,  in  regard  to  State  Legislatures^ 
the  general  rule  is,  that  all  powers  are  granted, 
except  those  which  are  expressly  denied.  Indeed, 
so  obvious  and  undoubted  is  this  opinion,  that 
respectable  authority  is  not  wanting  to  prove  that 
as  to  State  Legislatures,  a  power  to  legislate,  in  a 
case  not  forbidden,  is  not  to  be  taken  ^waj  by 
inference  or  implication.  The  example  or  the 
militia  under  the  State  laws  is  not  to  be  drawn 
into  precedent,  to  establish  a  right  in  the  United 
States  to  raise  armies  bv  conscription.  Yoa 
have  no  such  right;  it  violates  the  first  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution. 

There  is  another  objection  to  the  bill  proposed 
by  your  Military  Committee.  By  the  Constitu- 
tion direct  taxes  are  to  be  apportioned  among  tha 
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several  States  accordiog  to  representation,  and 
this  rule  is  palpably  violated  by  this  bill.  The 
fourth  section  containa  the  principle  which  I  con- 
.  test.  It  provides  that  the  class  which  fails  to  fur- 
nish a  recruit  shall  forfeit  four  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  collected  on  the  property  of  every  taxable  per- 
son within  the  territorial  division  of  such  class. 
Sir,  this  is  a  direct  tax  not  apportioned  according 
to  representation,  and  therefore  unconstitutional. 
The  slavebolding  States  have  an  unreasonable 
and  an  unjust  advantage.  Bach  one  of  their 
slaves,  as  to  all  purposes  of  political  consequence, 
is  three-fifths  of  a  man ;  but,  by  this  bill,  he  d  win« 
dies  to  nothing  in  the  apportionment  of  the  bur- 
dens of  the  war.  The  slavebolding  States  fur- 
nish less,  and  the  other  States  more  than  their 
fair  proportion  of  men,  provided  the  classes  fur- 
nish the  men.  Suppose  the  men  are  not  furnish- 
ed, then  the  slavebolding  States  pay  a  direct  tax 
in  no  way  proportioned  to  their  representation. 

Take  as  exainples  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
and  Virginia.  The  inequality  is  apparent.  Mas- 
sachusetts has  twenty  Representatives,  and  Yir- 
ffinia  twenty-three.  The  free  male  population  of 
Massachusetts,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
forty-five  years  amounts  to  120,270,  and  that  of 
Virginia  to  93^750.  Massachusetts  will  have 
4,810  classes  of  twenty<five  each,  and  Virginia 
3,750  classes.  If,  then,  each  class  provides  a  re- 
cruit, Massachusetts  will  furnish  1,060  recruits 
naore  than  Virginia,  whereas  Virginia  ought  to 
furnish  more  men  than  Massachusetts  in  the  pro- 
portion of  twenty-three  to  twenty,  the  number  of 
their  Representatives.  But  suppose  each  State 
pays  the  penalty,  then  Massachusetts  will  pay 
9331,400  more,  and  Virginia  the  same  sum  $331,- 
400  less  than  the  Constitution  requires;  and  Mas- 
sachusetts will  pay  $424,000  more  than  Virginia, 
whereas  Virginia  ought,  by  the  Gonstitutioo,  to 
pay  $238,890  more  than  Massachusetts.  The  ap- 
portionment is  unconstitutional. 

Your  conscription  system,  in  any  view  of  it, 
ought  not  to  be  adopted.  The  Secretary  of  War 
admits  that  the  abube  of  power  in  raising  armies 
is  to  be  dreaded ;  and  he  says,  too,  that  "  our  Con- 
stitution has  provided  ample  security  against  that 
evil."  It  has,  sir ;  and  if  so,  it  forbids  conscrip- 
tion. If  the  Gleneral  Government  has  that ''  ab- 
solute power"  which  is  contended  for,  I  can  see 
no  security  against  the  exercise  of  it.  If  to-day 
you  can  raise  men  by  conscription,  to-morrow 
some  military  despot  may  embody  anticipated 
conscripts  as  the  ministers  of  his  vengeance. 
The  guard  which  our  Constitution  has  placed 
against  the  abuse  of  power  in  raising  armies  is 
this:  you  most  raise  them  hy  voluntary  enlist- 
ment. If  you  have  a  right  to  force  the  people  of 
this  country  into  your  armie.^,  then  they  have  no 
right  left  worth  preserving.  Life  and  all  its  com- 
forts are  robbed  of  half  their  value. 

The  effect  of  this  conscription  will  be  to  alter 
the  whole  character  and  genius  of  your  people. 
Instead  of  pursuing  the  arts  of  peace  you  must 
beome  a  military  nation.  This  system  will  break 
up  all  our  habits  and  all  our  pursuits.  It  is  a 
daring  violation  of  the  rights  of  this  people.    It 


has  been  our  boast  that  we  lived  in  a  land  of  free- 
dom. How  often  have  we  proudly  claimed  pre* 
eminence  in  the  rank  of  nations — a  pre-eminence 
founded  on  the  free  spirit  of  our  institutions  1 
How  often  have  the  citizens  of  this  Government 
fondly  contrasted  their  situation  with  that  of  most 
European  countries  ?  We  have  said  that  while 
the  wretched  subjects  of  other  Governments  were 
compelled  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  mastersi 
we  could  pursue  in  quiet  and  in  peace  those  arta 
and  those  avocations  which  best  suited  our  taste 
and  convenience.  If  this  conscription  system  is 
adopted,  farewell  to  all  our  claims  to  personal 
freedom — farewell  to  all  our  boast  of  civil  liberty. 
By  this  system,  the  people  of  these  United  States 
will  be  instantly  and  forcibly  transformed  into 
soldiers;  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  must  be 
abandoned  for  the  peril  and  vexations  of  a  camp; 
our  peaceful  occupations  must  be  forsaken ;  the 
merchant  must  quit  his  counting-house ;  the  farm- 
er his  plough  ;  the  mechanic  his  workshop;  the 
professional  man  his  pursuits — all,  all  must  be- 
come soldiers !  Our  sons  and  our  brothers,  those 
who  are  to  be  the  ^  future  men"  of  this  country, 
instead  of  laying  the  foundation  for  future  use- 
fulnessj  must  be  subjected  to  the  moral  and  phys- 
ical evils  of  a  camp.  All  the  habits  of  domestio 
life  must  be  annihilated,  and  all  its  endearments 
outraaed  or  disregarded.  The  husband  must  be 
torn  from  his  wife  and  his  children,  and  the  child 
forcibly  separated  from  the  society  and  protection 
of  his  parents.  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  pause 
before  they  venture  upon  a  system  like  this. 

The  example  of  Rome  has  been  quoted  to  jus- 
tify a  conscription.  No  argument  can  be  drawn 
from  ancient  Rome  in  favor  of  this  project.  We 
live  in  another  age,  and  in  another  country.  Cor 
people  are  different ;  the  objects  of  our  Govern- 
ment are  entirely  different.  Our  Government 
was  formed  by  patriots,  in  peaceable  times,  and 
for  peaceable  objects.  Rome  was  founded  by  a 
military  chfeftain,  at  the  head  of  a  daring  and 
profligate  band  of  freebooters— it  was  founded  on 
fraud  and  on  violence,  on  rapine  and  on  rape. 
Romulus  was  not  only  an  adventurous  military 
leader;  he  was,  also,  a  consummate  legislator. 
He  shaped  his  Government  to  suit  the  people  ha 
governed,  and  with  a  view  to  the  situation  of  the 
surrounding  nations.  His  object  was  to  make 
a  military  Gk>vernment.  The  Roman  Govern- 
ment, in  some  of  its  features,  was  a  Republic, 
but  in  regard  to  its  military  institutions  it  was 
despotic  in  the  extreme.  Let  us  be  warned  by 
her  example.  She  could  raise  great  armies,  but 
those  armies  destroyed  her  liberty.  She  did,  in* 
deed,  extend  her  conquests,  but  it  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  Rome  fell  by  her  own  weight. 

Rome  herself,  arbitrary  and  despotic  as  was 
her  military  system,  affords  an  example  not  mora 
detestable  than  the  one  now  recommended;—- 
there  were  many  exempts  under  her  la  ws.  Those 
who  held  offices,  whether  civil  or  sacred ;  those 
who  had  rendered  important  services  to  their 
country,  including  men  of  extraordiaery  nierit, 
with  many  others,  were  exempted  from  milii^iy 
service.    But  our  system  is  to  include  ev^ty. 
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body.  Besides,  in  Rome,  military  daty  was  con- 
sidered a  peraaacU  service,  and  none  were  called 
upon  to  perform  it  except  those  who  possessed 
the  necessary  personal  qualifications.  So  well 
aettled  was  this  principle,  that  draughts  were  not 
asaally  resorted  to;  tne  ordinary  mode  was  for 
the  Tribunes  to  select;  and  this  selection  was 
determined  by  the  personal  qualities  and  appear- 
ance of  the  soldier.  But  your  system,  like  no 
other  military  system,  except  the  French  Con- 
$ertpHon,  disregards  the  personal  disability  of  the 
recruit,  and  includes  the  lame,  the  halt,  the  dis- 
eased, and  blind;  all  are  swallowed  up  in  the 
devouring  vortex  of  your  proposed  conscription. 
The  leading  example  of  conscription  is  found  in 
modern  France.  The  future  historian  of  this 
eountry  will  no  doubt  consider  it  not  a  little  re- 
markable, that  an  American  Congress  was  called 
to  debate  a  project  of  conscription  at  the  very 
inttant  that  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  had, 
by  unanimous  consent,  abandoned  it  as  the  most 
detestable  remnant  of  despotism  and  usurpation. 
Sir,  the  iron  system  of  Bonaparte  was  not  so  in- 
tolerable as  yours.  He  included  only  those  be- 
tween twenty  and  twenty-five  years ;  you  propose 
to  take  all  from  eighteen  to  forty-five.  By  his 
plan  the  young  men  were  called  upon;  those  of 
twenty  vears  first,  and  others  were  not  demanded 
onless  tnere  was  a  deficiency ;  your  merciful  con- 
scription will  make  all  from  eighteen  to  forty-five 
equally  liable.  Besides,  the  despotic  power  of 
Bonaparte  enabled  him  to  make  discriminations 
in  cases  of  peculiar  hardship,  and  he  did  discrimi- 
nate. But  pass  your  law,  and  where  is  the  power 
which  can  dispense  with  its  provisions  1 

France  has  been  a  military  nation ;  the  idea  of 
war  and  its  dangers  had  become  familiar  to  the 
young  men  of  that  country,  and  they  prepared  for 
it;  here  all  our  people  are  taken  unprepared,  and 
the  total  ruin  of  families  must  be  the  consequence. 
In  France,  the  liability  extended  only  to  those 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  years  of  age;  here, 
all  are  included,  from  eighteen  to  forty-five,  and 
all  business  arrangements  must  be  interrupted  or 
suspended  for  that  period.  In  France,  a  call  for 
anticipated  conscripts  was  not  unusual.  It  is 
long  since  they  were  anticipated  for  four  years ; 
the  same  thing  may  happen  here.  If  the  recruit 
furnished  by  the  class  is  killed,  dies,  deserts,  or 
his  place  becomes  vacant  by  any  casualty^  it  must 
be  made  good.  I  have  authority  for  saying  that 
in  France  the  ninety-sixth  man  has  been  drawn 
from  a  class  of  one  hundred ;  the  same  may  hap- 
pen here.  I  entreat  you  to  try  this  ground  well 
before  you  attempt  to  tread  it.  The  same  evils, 
the  same  desolation,  and  the  same  anguish  which 
have  followed  this  system  in  another  country, 
must  and  will  follow  it  here.  It  will  be  more 
severely  felt  by  this  people  than  by  France. 
France  was  a  military  nation,  accustomed  to  des- 
potic power.  We  are  apeaceful  people,  cradled 
m  a  land  of  liberty.  "The  apprehension  of  the 
good  gives  but  a  keener  relish  to  the  worse." 

Faber,  in  his  "  Sketches  qf  the  internal  etcUe  of 
Pfonce^^  has  marked  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem of  conscription  in  that  aevoted  country.    If 


we  adopt  this  system,  so  sure  as  the  effect  follows 
the  cause,  so  sure  shall  we  witness  the  deplorable 
consequences  which  there  flowed  from  it.  Hear 
the  evidence  of  an  eye-witness,  and  be  warned 
by  the  example.  I  beg  your  attention  while  I 
read  a  few  extracts.    He  says : 

"The  law  admits  of  no  exception  or  modification. 
It  reaches  even  those  who  are  recognised  by  the  proper 
tribanals  as  unfit  for  senrice  in  consequence  of  physi* 
od  infirmity.  They  are  compelled  to  pay  a  fine,  pro- 
portioned to  the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes,  levied 
eiUier  upon  them  or  their  parents.  No  recruiting  sys- 
tem ever  before  presented  such  a  feature  as  this.  Per- 
sonal senrice  has  been  everywhere  considered  as  the 
sole  object  of  sneh  systems.  The  idea  of  exacting  a 
pecuniary  compensation  from  those  who  labor  under 
a  physical  disability  to  serve,  was  never  beibre  enter- 
tained." 

<<  No  condition  of  liie ;  no  circumstances  of  position, 
however  peculiar,  give  title  to  exemption.  I  have  seen 
a  conscript,  the  son  of  a  blind  mother,  whom  he  sup- 
ported by  his  labor,  forced  to  march.  I  have  known  a 
nard-working  mechanic,  robbed  of  three  sons,  in  three 
consecutive  years,  whom  he  had  laboriously  instructed 
in  his  trade,  and  upon  whose  assistance  he  relied  for 
the  support  of  his  old  age." 

<*  The  day  fixed  for  the  drawing  of  lots  for  the  con- 
scription, is  one  of  public  mourning  and  of  anguish 
for  every  private  fiimily.  Parents,  both  mothers  and 
fathers,  accompany  their  children  to  this  horrid  lot- 
tery, and  display  in  their  countenances,  and  by  their 
accents,  the  most  violent  emotions  of  grief  and  despair. 
A  gloomy  silence  prevails  untU  the  drawing  cona- 
mences,  when  the  decisions  of  chance  lead  to  demon- 
strations, either  of  joy  or  of  sorrow,  which  equally 
shock  or  overpower  the  feelings  of  a  spectator." 

«<  The  Prefect,  the  sub-Prefoct,  and  the  Mayors,  pn- 
side  on  the  occasion,  and  frequently  see  their  own 
children  among  the  number  of  the  conscripts.  I  have 
remarked  a  Mayor,  when  his  child  approached  to  seek 
his  destiny  in  the  fiital  urn ;  the  faultering  voice  of 
the  fother,  and  the  tears  that  rushed  to  his  eye,  showed 
how  nature  worked,  in  spite  of  the  sense  of  imperious 
necessity  which  accompanies  this  transaction.  I  have 
noted  the  swellings  of  his  heart,  and  the  invincible 
oppression  of  his  spirits  when  he  undertook,  as  is  en- 
joined upon  him  by  law,  to  pronounce  a  discourse  of 
encouragement  and  exhortation  to  the  new  soldier. 
When  he  expatiated  on  the  beneficence  oi  the  Empe- 
ror, and  gave  the  signal  of  <  Vtee  Bfmapartt  /*  at  the 
end  of  his  speech." 

<<  After  the  conscript  sets  out  there  is  but  little  hope 
of  his  return.  The  tenn  of  serviee  is  limited  only  by 
the  duration  of  hostilities.  When  the  JMrent,  thcte- 
fore*  takes  into  consideration  the  character  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, the  evils,  both  moral  and  physical,  to  which 
his  child  is  exposed  in  the  armies,  and  the  havoc  of 
lives  made  in  them,  he  must  regard  a  sammons  to 
the  conscription  as  a  risitation  upon  the  latter  worse 
for  all  parties  than  that  of  death.'^ 

I  appeal  to  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  pa- 
rents,  and  entreat  them  not  to  adopt  a  system 
which  deprives  them  of  their  children  forever. 
Compared  with  conscription,  death  itself  is  merey. 
I  beg  gentlemen  to  believe  that  I  feel  what  I  say. 
I  have  followed  four  children  to  the  tomb.  Under 
present  circumstances  ought  I  to  repine  their  loss 'I 
When  I  see  the  attempt  to  fasten  this  conscriptioft 
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upon  wi,  ovffht  I  to  regrvt  that  tbcy  hare  gone  to 
HeaTen  ?  My  daaghiers,  had  ihej  lired,  might 
hare  been  the  mothers  of  cooscripts ;  my  eoos 
might  hare  been  cooscripts  themselres.  I  hare 
yet,  (I  am  grateful  for  it,)  I  hare  yet,  two  lorely 
boys— >loreTy  indeed,  though  they  are,  and  inex- 
pressibly dear  to  me,  rather  than  see  them  the 
subjects  of  this  conscription,  I  would,  with  resig* 
nation,  follow  them  also  to  the  tomb  of  their  fath- 
ers. Gentlemen  may  say  that  my  whole  head  is 
weak ;  I  confess  to  them,  that  on  this  subject  my 
whole  heart  is  faint. 

There  is  another  consideration  well  worthy  of 
notice.  Already  the  war  is  carried  on  with  much 
disad  ran  tags  on  our  part.  The  character  of  the 
enemy's  troope — and  the  kind  of  force  which  we 
oppose  to  them — ^shows  the  contest  to  be  much  in 
his  faror.  The  enemy  brings  against  us  the 
sweepings  of  Europe ;  good  soldiers,  no  doubt,  but 
good  for  nothing  else.  We  oppose  to  them  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  country ;  our  honest,  re- 
spectable and  industrious  citizens,  many  of  them 
with  large  families,  are  put  into  this  contest  of 
biood,  against  men  without  character,  without 
occupation,  and  without  homes.  Your  conscrip- 
tion system  will  add  much  to  this  disparity.  There 
are  certain  evils  of  war  which  you  can  remedy. 
Your  commerce  may  revire;  your  agriculture 
and  your  manufactures  may  be  restored ;  the  pub- 
lic edifices  now  in  view  may  be  refitted.  You 
may  rebuild  a  city  that  is  sacked.  Time  and 
money  may  replace  ail  these.  But  there  are  erils 
which  you  hare  no  power  to  remedy*  You  can- 
not fill  up  the  space  which  will  be  made  at  many 
a  happy  fireside---you  cannot  restore  the  husband 
to  his  wife  and  his  familr-^you  cannot  bring  back 
the  son  to  the  arms  of  his  parents— -you  cannot 
rouse  the  sleeping  warrior  from  his  tomb— you 
hare  no  cure  for  a  wounded  spirit— you  cannot 
mend  a  broken  heart !  These  are  awful  facts  ;  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  consider  them. 

This  conscription  is  not  only  utterly  incorrect 
and  inadmissible  in  principle,  but  it  will  prore 
arbitrary,  hard,  and  oppressire  in  practice.  1 1  will 
impose  an  intolerable  burden  on  the  poorer  classes 
of  society.  Bach  class  is  to  furnish  a  man ;  and 
the  man  may  be  designated  by  lot :  in  this  way 
the  poorest  citizen  runs  an  eqiul  hazard  with  the 
most  wealthy  man  in  the  community.  If  the  rich 
man  is  drawn,  he  has  the  means  and  may  per- 
haps hire  a  substitute,  while  the  poor  man  must 
perform  the  service  himself— he  must  quit  his 
Dusiness  and  family,  and  leave  them  dependent 
for  a  precarious  subsistence  on  the  bounty  of  their 
neighbors  and  friends. 

This  system  is  the  more  intolerable,  from  the 
consideration  that  the  recruit  is  to  be  placed  under 
an  officer  of  the  United  States.  If  he  i^  called 
out  as  a  militiaman,  he  goes  for  a  definite  object, 
with  his  own  officers,  and  in  the  society  ot  his 
friends  and  neighbors.  Not  so  under  tnis  con- 
scription ;  no  one  can  calculate  on  what  service 
he  is  to  be  employed ;  under  what  command  he 
is  to  serve ;  or  with  whom  he  is  to  associate.  I 
have  no  disposition  to  lessen  the  respectability  of 
the  regukf  Army ;  but  I  cannot  look  to  the  prac- 


tical effects  of  this  system,  without  remembering 
that  armies  are  not  usually  comi)08ed  of  the  most 
estimable  portion  of  the  population  of  a  country. 
Much  less  can  I  forget  that  the  Governor  of  New 
York,  (who  has  lent  himself  to  the  Administra- 
tion as  the  pioneer  of  conscription)  did  pardon  a 
horse  thief,  on  conditioD  that  he  should  enlist,  and 
serve  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States :  a  con- 
dition not  left  to  doubt  or  uncertainty ;  I  have 
seen  it  patent  on  the  pardon.  That  Cioremor 
Tompkins  is  the  friend  of  the  war,  I  well  believe ; 
for,  just  before  his  last  election,  he  descended  from 
his  elevated  station,  as  Governor  of  New  York, 
and  acted  as  a  sort  of  deputy  paymaster,  for  your 
great  men  in  this  Administration.  He  is  said 
also  to  be  a  friend  to  the  Army.  But  it  was  an 
insult  to  the  ranks  of  yoor  Army  to  say  this  horse 
thief  was  a  fit  associate  for  your  soldiers.  What 
greater  discouragement  could  be  given  to  the  re* 
croiting  service  than  this  act  of  the  Goremor, 
which  so  expressly  declares,  that  he  considers 
the  punishment  of  enlistment  a  sufficient  commu- 
tation for  the  punishment  due  to  the  crimes  of  a 
convicted  felon  ? 

I  must  and  will  oppose  this  project,  so  humilia* 
ting,  so  oppressive,  and  so  unjust.  I  tell  you,  sir, 
that  my  constituents  are  too  respectable,  and  tao 
valuable,  for  a  serrtce  of  this  sort ;  and  with  my 
consent  they  never  shall  be  compelled  to  associate 
on  equal  terms  with  Governor  Tomkins'  pardon^ 
horse  thief.  If  they  choose  to  enlist,  it  is  an  affiiir 
of  their  own ;  but  you  shall  not  hare  my  vote  to 
coerce  them.  No,  sir,  this  system  should  be  adopt- 
ed by  none  but  tyrants,  it  should  be  submitted  to 
by  none  but  slaves.  If  you  succeed,  in  common 
with  others,  my  constituents  will  be  forced  into 
your  Army.  In  spite  of  their  relucUnee  to  mili^ 
tary  life— in  spite  of  their  objections  to  this  war 
of  conquest  and  ambition— in  spite  of  their  fami«> 
lies^  and  all  the  tender  ties  which  bind  them  te 
their  firesides,  they  most  be  "  delivered  over"  to 
the  recruiting  officer,  and  dragged  to  a  military 
rendezvous.  They  must  go.  If  they  refuse,  they 
will  be  compelled  by  the  same  cruel  and  oppres- 
si  ve  means  which  the  French  conscription  author- 
ized towards  refractory  conscripts. 

Sir,  I  am  alarmed  and  dismayed  by  the  extent 
of  the  erils  involved  in  this  system.  Rely  upon 
it,  conscription  will  never  be  submitted  to  in  this 
country ;  it  will  be  resbted.  If  your  system  is 
adopted,  I  may  be  called  to  take  a  near  view  of  a 
picture,  in  the  front  ground  of  which  will  be  seen 
Governor  Tompkins  fan  exempt  under  the  plan) 
<'  prancing  over  the  field,  his  horse's  hoofs  wet** 
with  that  blood  which  'must  fiow  in  opposition  to 
these  laws.  On  the  one  hand  may  be  seen  some 
of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  New  York, 
starting  back  with  grief  and  indignation,  at  the 
rude  approach  of  a  hardened  outcast,  who  has 
scarcely  ^race  enough  left  to  endeavor  to  con- 
ceal his  crimes^  by  covering  them  with  hispardon. 
On  the  other  side  may  be  seen,  a  group  or  Amer- 
ican freemen,  handcuffed  and  in  chains,  reluc- 
tantly marching  on  the  road  to  Canada.  Turning 
from  this  view,  and  looking  for  relief  to  some  other 
parts  of  rhe  canvaasi  you  will  observe  "  Fran  trade 
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and  sailors'  rights^"  in  large  staring  capiiaU.  As 
you  approach,  you  perceive  a  figure  covered  with 
a  thin  veil — on  examination,  it  proves  to  be  the 
hideous  and  meoacing  aspect  of  Despotism,  hold- 
ing the  sword  of  conscription  in  her  hand,  while 
the  Goddess  of  Liberty  lies  cold  and  breathless  at 
hejr  feet. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Taoop)  has  told  us,  that  this  system  is  required 
by  the  situation  of  the  country  ;  he  has  expressed 
his  opinion,  also,  that  the  people  wilt  cheerfully 
acquiesce.  I  think  he  is  mistaken ;  the  people  of 
this  country  are  not  prepared  for  conscription — 
you  have  no  right  to  impose  it — you  have  no  right 
to  fasten  chains  upon  the  hands  of  freemen.  They 
will  prove  to  be  the  flaxen  bands  upon  the  arms 
of  Sampson — he  will  rouse  himself  in  his  might 
and  burst  them.  You  say  you  will  pass  your  law ; 
that  you  will  fasten  it  with  a  gordian  knot,  which 
cannot  be  untied.  The  swords  of  freemen  then 
will  cut  it! 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  the  habit  of  certain 

Sintlemen  here,  to  omit  no  occasion  to  charge 
e  British  Gtovernmeot  with  being  arbitrary  and 
tyrannical.  But  she  affords  no  example  to  justify 
your  present  project  of  conscription.  As  to  her 
armies,  she  has  no  law  or  practice  which  in  any 
way  resembles  it.  Instead  of  recruiting  her  ar- 
mies by  force,  she  gets  them  by  voiuntarjr  enlist- 
ment ;  and  so  careful  is  she  to  prevent  mischiefs 
from  hasty  and  unadvised  contracts,  that  the  re- 
cruit under  her  practice,  in  all  cases,  has  four 
days  to  revise  his  enlistment,  and  within  that 
time  the  recruit  must  be  discharged,  on  refund- 
ing the  bounty  money. 

The  only  insunce  in  which  the  practice  of 
Great  Britain  can  be  claimed  to  justify  the  prin- 
ciple of  conscription,  is  the  practice  of  pressing 
sailors  into  their  naval  service.  From  my  esr- 
liest  infancy,  I  well  remember  to  have  heard  this 
practice  reprobated  as  an  intolerable  grievance ; 
and,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  it  has 
been  very  generally  considered  by  this  nation  as 
arbitrary,  tyrannical,  and  unjust.  Indeed,  this 
Administration,  in  their  late  instructions  to  our 
Ministers  at  Ghent,  expressly  say^  that,  ^  impress- 
ment is  not  an  American  practice,  but  is  repug- 
nant to  our  Constitution  and  our  laws."  And 
yet  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  letter 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  on  the  sixteenth 
November,  proposes  a  naval  conscription;  and 
says  that  he  does  not  consider  it  "incompatible 
with  the  free  spirit  of  our  institutions,  or  with 
the  rights  of  individuals." 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  prove  that  the  present 
Administration  are  the  peculiar  champions  of 
"  free  trade  and  sailors'  riffhu.*'  Nor  shall  I  stop 
to  show  the  ardor  and  violence  of  that  love  which 
prompts  them  to  seize  upon  the  persons  of  sea- 
men against  their  consent.  My  obiect  in  noticing 
this  subject,  is  merely  to  show  the  universality 
of  your  conscription  project;  and  incidentally 
to  mark  its  resemblance  to  the  practice  of  other 
nations. 

The  British  practice  of  impressment,  so  far  as 
it  goes,  corresponds  in  principle  with  your  con- 


scription ;  but  it  is  much  less  general  in  its  oper- 
ation. The  British  press-gangs  are  not  permitted 
to  take  any  but  sailors.  Your  plan  embraces  ail 
the  population  of  the  country.  The  British,  in 
cases  of  emergency,  press  sailors,  who  have  all 
their  lives  been  accustomed  to  the  sea — fitted  for 
the  service,  and  fitted  for  nothinj^  else.  But  this 
is  a  grievance,  and  the  hardship  is,  that  they  force 
their  sailors  from  merchant  vessels  into  their 
public  ships;  and  compel  them  to  quit  a  service 
which  is  safe  and  profitable,  for  one  more  hazard- 
ous and  less  lucrative.  But  that  your  conscrip- 
tion plan  is  infinitely  more  oppressive  than  this, 
must  be  evident  to  every  body.  Now,  sir,  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  the  British  practice  of  im- 
pressment, limited  as  it  is  to  sailors,  is  not  sanc- 
tioned by  any  statute— it  is  resorted  to  only  in 
cases  of  emergency,  and  is  justified  on  the  ground 
of  State  necessity  alone. 

Perhaps  some  honorable  gentleman  here,  who 
doubts  the  strict  constitutionality  of  the  conscrip- 
tion, may  seek  its  justification  in  the  necessities 
of  the  times.  To  sach  I  would  say,  in  the  Ian- 
gage  of  Jaifier  to  Pierre,  ''  I  tell  thee,  friend,  if  this 
your  cause  require,  your  cause  is  in  a  damned 
condition.''  On  occasions  much  less  important 
than  this,  I  have  heard  on  this  floor,  that,  "in 
time  of  war  the  laws  sleep."  I  a*m  not  now  to 
learn,  that  cases  may  be  imagined  in  which  the 
necessities  of  the  Slate  must  supersede  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  law,  and  in  which  private  rights 
must  be  postponed  to  the  safety  of  the  nation. 
But  the  rule  of  '^  sUent  leges  inter  carma^  has 
been  quoted  in  debate,  as  applicable  to  the  ordi- 
nary wants*  of  the  public,  or  its  agents,  in  the 
management  of  war.  Against  this  principle,  thus 
applied,  I  beg  leave  solemnly  to  protest.  In  a 
Government  of  laws,  it  is  not  to  be  endured,  that 
every  petty  officer,  at  a  recruiting  rendezvous,  or 
on  his  march  through  the  country,  shall  decide 
on  the  State  necessity,  and  violate  private  rights 
at  his  will  and  pleasure.  This  is  tyranny  and 
oppression  of  the  worst  sort.  The  people  of 
this  country  have  no  rights  worth  preserving, 
provided  they  can  be  sported  with  at  the  whim 
and  caprice  of  every  epauletted  upstart.  Sir,  it 
is  not  the  law  of  the  land. 

Nor  can  this  State  necessity  be  called  in  aid  of 
this  conscription.  What  1  the  leading  measure 
for  the  permanent  prosecution  of  the  war,  founded 
on  usurpation!  Do  our  laws  sleep?  I  have 
been  taught  to  believe  that  our  laws  never  sleep. 
Has  the  operation  of  our  laws  been  suspended  ? 
Why  then  do  you  mock  this  people  with  a  show 
of  legislation?  Let  us  go  home.  Scatter  the  pages 
of  your  statute  book  to  the  winds  of  heaven. 
Your  Constitution  is  the  evidence  of  your  ri|^hts, 
and  the  witness  of  your  degradation— put  it  in 
the  fire ;  it  is  made  of  paper,  and  like  your  Capi- 
tol, it  will  burn.  But  are  we,  indeed,  reduced  to 
this  humiliating  condition  ?  Where  is  the  author 
of  our  shame  ?  Let  him  be  pointed  out,  and  you 
may,  perhaps,  view  another  act  *^of  doubtful 
'  public  spirit,  at  which  morality  is  perplexed. 

*  reason  is  staffsered,  and  from  which  affrighted 

*  nature  recoils/'^  Name  the  osurpefi  who  ciaima 
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to  plaee  himself  above  the  law,  and  trample  oq 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  a  free  people.  Perhaps 
some  modera  Brataa  may  be  found,  rising  **  re* 
fulgent  from  the  stroke  of  Caesar's  fate,  amidst  a 
crowd  of  patriots." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  object  of  this  conscription 
is,  to  fill  the  ranks  of  your  army.  By  it,  you 
propose  to  abandon  all  your  former  systems*  By 
your  first  plan,  you  appealed,  in  a  good  degree, 
to  the  patriotism  of  the  nation.  That  di^  not  suc« 
ceed.  Your  second  proposition  made  the  same 
call  on  the  patriotism,  and  addressed  itself  also 
to  the  cupidity  of  the  people*  You  failed  in  that, 
and  you  now  propose  a  direct  resort  to  force.  It 
is  a  rule  of  political  wisdom,  that  leading  mea- 
sures  of  Government,  when  once  adopted,  should 
not  be  departed  from  on  slight  causes.  The  respect- 
ability of  a  nation,  in  a  great  degree,  depends  on 
the  stability  of  its  institutions,  and  that  Adminis- 
tration which  expects  to  be  useful  to  the  people 
it  governs,  or  held  in  respect  by  other  nations, 
must  adopt  wise  measures,  and  pursue  them  with 
steadiness  and  perseverance. 

If  these  remarks  are  true,  even  if  you  had  a 
Constitutional  right  to  raise  an  army  by  the 
means  proposed,  prudence  would  seem  to  dictate 
that  you  should  not  exercise  that  right,  except  in 
a  case  of  urgent  necessity.  On  your  own  prin- 
ciples, does  this  urgent  necessity  exist?  The  war, 
you  have  uniforimv  said,  was  popular.  The 
people  have  always  been  admitted  to  be  patriotic, 
and  the  war  has  been  said  to  be  successful.  Why, 
then,  force  your  patriotic  people  into  this  pop- 
ular war,  which  has  been  crowned  with  such  suc- 
cess? 

Whence  arises  the  necessity  for  this  conscrip- 
tion ?  It  is  said  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe  has 
placed  vast  means  in  the  power  of  the  enemy ; 
that  he  has  avowed  the  intention  to  prosecute  this 
war  with  the  utmost  rigor  and  barbarity ;  that  we 
must  defend  ourselves;  and  hence  it  is  said  arises 
a  necessity  for  the  measure  now  under  consider- 
ation. If  this  is  a  fair  statement  o[  the  case,  the 
bill  is  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  If 
the  defence  of  the  country  was  the  realobiect  of 
oor  rulers.  I  should  not  consider  myself  at  liberty 
to  withhold  my  assent  to  any  Constitutional  mode 
which  might  be  proposed  to  raise  supplies  of  men 
or  money.  While  I  should  hold  the  Administra- 
tioD  responsible  for  the  present  alarming  state  of 
the  country ;  while  I  should  consider  that  those 
who  declared  the  war  had  failed  in  their  essential 
duty  ''to  provide  for  the  common  defence,"  I 
should  deem  it  the  part  of  patriotism  to  unite  in 
repelling  the  invaders  of  the  country.  If  defence 
was  the  object,  you  should  ha?e  my  vote  for  a 
full  system  of  finance,  and  for  the  most  vigorous 
and  effective  military  system  which  could  oe  de- 
vised, consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
coantry.  But  the  present  system  is  one  which,  if 
adopted,  must  end  m  the  destructioa  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. Yoiir  alEiirs  have  been  for  some  time 
ia  the  inclined  plane  of  ruin ;  do  not,  I  beseech 
you,  add  to  the  weight  by  which  they  are  de- 
scending. If  you  pass  this  law.  you  drive  this 
country  to  destruction  with  accelerated  velocity. 


Conscription  is  not  necessary  for  defensive  mea»> 
ures,  nor  is  the  force  to  be  raised  by  it  Intended 
for  that  object.  Certainly,  sir,  you  will  not  pay 
so  poor  a  compliment  to  the  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
ple as  to  say,  that  you  must  resort  to  arbitrary 
and  violent  means  to  compel  them  to  defend  their 
country.  So  long  as  you  continue  to  avow  your 
weak  and  ambitious  views  of  conquest,  so  long 
the  recruiting  service  will  not  progress. 

You  want  men  and  money,  and  you  cannot  ex* 
pect  to  get  men  unless  you  have  money.  It  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  men  will  imbody  for  the 
defence  of  the  nation  for  any  considerable  time, 
if  you  keep  them  on  bad  rations  and  no  pay ;  but 
if  you  had  money,  and,  under  existing  circum* 
stances,  would  call  on  the  nation  for  services  lim* 
ited  to  the  defence  of  the  nation,  you  could  get 
men  enough  by  voluntary  enlistment.  The  great 
evil  is,  you  have  wasted  the  resources  of  the  cona- 
try— you  have  no  money — the  bills  of  your  au- 
thorized and  most  confidential  officers  are  every 
day  dishonored.  What  is  worse,  you  have  no 
credit;  you  cannot  borrow  a  dollar  but  at  usu- 
rious interest ;  and  the'  rate  of  interest  must  rise 
upon  you,  because  the  risk  of  the  eventual  repay* 
ment  of  the  principal  is  every  day  increasing. 
What  shall  we  do;  pass  this  law?  If  you  do^ 
the  Government  is  at  an  end ;  if  you  do  not  pass 
this  law,  I  think  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear 
the  afiairs  of  the  nation  are  irretrievable.  You, 
who  in  June,  1812,  declared  the  war,  have  ne- 
glected to  provide  the  means  for  carrying  it  on. 
Without  money  you  cannot  meet  your  preseat 
engagements,  much  less  can  you  raise  another 
army.  What,  then,  must  be  done ;  what  can  be 
done  ?  My  poor  advice  would  be,  to  meet  the 
crisis  as  it  deserves.  The  crisis,  indeed,  is  an 
awful  one;  and  it  becomes  you,  you,  the  major- 
ity, who  now  direct  the  destinies  of  the  nation-r- 
it  becomes  you  to  breast  yourselves  to  the  storm 
which  you  see  rising  around  you. 

I  know  of  but  one  wav  in  which  I  think  this 
country  can  be  saved.  Abandon  the  idle  project 
of  conquering  a  foreign  territory ;  put  yourselves 
on  the  defensive;  deal  honestly  with  the  people; 
tell  them  that  your  plans  for  raising  money  luive 
failed.;  tell  them,  what  is  true,  that  you  are  on 
the  eve  of  bankruptcy,  and  throw  yourselves  oa 
their  magnanimity.  Honorable  gentlemen  may 
lose  their  offices,  but  they  may  save  their  coun- 
try. I  do  not  think  it  possible  for  you  to  get 
money  for  conquest ;  you  may,  perhaps,  raise  it 
for  defence.  Having  provided  the  money  for  sop- 
porting  your  army,  use  the  means  which  the  Coa- 
stitution  has  put  into  your  hands ;  raise  men  by 
voluntary  enlistment ;  and,  in  cases  of  emergency, 
''call  out  the  militia  to  repel  invasion,"  and  en- 
gage to  pay  them  when  you  are  able.  It  is  not 
to  be  believed  that  the  people  of  this  countrr, 
under  such  circumstances,  could  be  subjugated; 
but  if  you  will  send  your  regular  armies  to  Can- 
ada, and  leave  the  States  defenceless,  and  refuse 
to  pay  the  militia  when  called  out  by  their  p^roper 
officers,  I  will  not  answer  for  the  result.  The  ii^ 
evitable  consequence  of  this  course  is,  that  the 
States  must  and  will  uke  care  of  themselves; 
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and  they  will  preserve  the  resources  of  the  States 
for  the  defence  of  the  States.  If  you  will  pursue 
the  plan  which  I  have  just  suggested,  the  people, 
in  defence  of  their  families,  their  homes,  and  their 
institutions,  will  rally  to  the  standard  of  their 
country.  In  such  a  conflict  tou  may  rely  on 
their  patriotism  and  their  zeal;  thev  will  fulfil 
erery  doty  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity.  Do 
not  torce  them  into  your  ranks  for  conquest.  If 
you  require  them  for  defence,  thev  will  be  found 
where  dancer  presses  and  where  glory  calls ;  and 
ibey  will  bring  with  them  that  heroic  courage 
which  will  cover  you  with  glory  in  the  day  of 
battle ;  they  will  bring  with  them  that  elevated 
sentiment  which  raises  the  common  man  to  the 
hero,  and  that  holy  enthusiasm  which  makes  an 
army  irresistible.  1  cannot  persuade  myself  that 
^conscription  is  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
countrjT* 

Nor  is  the  force  contemplated  to  be  raised  by 
it  intended  for  defence.  I  see  no  provbion  in  any 
of  the  bills,  which  goes  to  limit  its  application  to 
the  defence  of  the  country ;  and  if  a  proposition 
should  be  made  so  to  limn  it^  I  make  no  doubt  it 
would  share  the  fate  of  a  similar  attempt,  on  a 
former  occasion — it  would  be  instantly  rejected, 
and  that  too  without  discussion.  As  the  plans 
submitted  to  us  contain  no  provision  of  this  kind, 
we  must  look  elsewhere  for  the  objects  to  which 
this  army  is  to  be  applied.  Hitherto  the  defence 
of  the  country  has  not  been  the  leading  object  of 
Administration :  the  war  has  been  conducted  as 
a  war  of  conquest  and  ambition.  Yes,  sir,  the 
efficient  part' of  the  Army  was  tilting  in  Canada, 
while  the  affri|^hted  inhabitants  in  this  vicinity, 
with  the  President  at  their  headj  were  seekinff 
vefuge  by  the  licht  which  ascended  from  the  hiU 
<d  your  Capitol!  The  proclamation  of  Hull 
•▼owed  the  intention  of  conquest.  He  said  he 
eame  to  give  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  "  the 
blessinffs  of  civil  and  religious  liberty."  The  re- 
doubted Alexander  Smyth  (a  General  by  commis- 
aion)  proclaimed  that  he  was  about  to  enter  a 
territory,  which,  at  no  distant  period,  would  form 
a  part  of  the  United  Sutes.  In  this  House,  the 
conquest  of  Canada  has  been  again  and  again 
distinctly  urged  as  an  object  of  the  war.  A  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  not  now  a  member  of 
the  House,  (Mr.  GauNnr,)  and  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Inobrsoll,)  have  both 
fkvored  us  with  arguments  on  that  subject,  and  I 
believe  this  has  been  a  favorite  plan  on  the  war- 
aide  of  the  House.  The  Administration  must,  I 
chink,  be  considered  as  committed  by  the  procla- 
mations of  their  Generals  and  the  opinions  of 
their  friends. 

But  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ends  all 
doubt  on  this  subject.  He  propiises  to  bring  into 
the  field,  for  the  next  campaign,  not  less  than  one 
hundred  thousand  regular  troops.  Are  these  for 
the  defence  of  the  country  ?  Are  the  services  of 
the  militia  and  volunteers  to  be  dispensed  with  ? 
No,  sir ;  this  force— the  one  hundred  thousand 
reffttlar  troops*-is  to  be  "aided,  in  extraordinary 
«Kigencte8,  by  volunteers  and  militia."  And, 
afaio,  he  expreitly  says,  that  although  the  bur^ 


dens  of  the  militia  may  be  in  some  cases  light- 
ened, yet,  "  reliance  must  still  be  placed  on  them 
for  important  aids,  especially  in  cases  of  sudden 
invasion."  Thus,  you  see,  resort  is  still  to  be  had 
to  the  militia,  in  the  only  case  in  which  you  have 
a  right  to  their  services.  You  have  no  power 
over  the  militia,  except  in  the  cases  specified ;  and 
the  exi^enev  must  exist,  or  the  right  to  call  out 
the  militia  uoes  not  exist.  Trifling,  indeed,  will 
be  the  relief  which  the  militia  can  expect  from 
the  plan  of  the  Secretary.  According  to  his 
views,  and  in  his  own  words,  *'  it  will  not  be  suf- 
ficient to  repel  the  predatory  and  desolating  incur- 
sions" of  the  enemy.  "  We  must  not  be  con- 
tented with  defending  ourselves."  His  object  can 
only  be  obtained  **  by  pushing  the  war  into  Can- 
ada." 

Now.  sir,  let  us  not  be  told  that  this  conscrip- 
tion is  intended  for  the  d^ence  of  the  nation.  I 
had  hoped  that  the  Administration  would  have 
grown  wiser  by  experience,  and  that  this  project 
would  have  been  abandoned  by  common  consent 
The  war  against  the  provinces  of  Canada  is  a 
war  without  object,  for  it  is  not  worth  the  con- 
quest; it  is  at  the  present  time  a  war  without 
hope,  for  you  cannot  take  it.  I  would  as  soon 
attempt  literally  ^*  to  pluck  bright  honor  from  the 
pale-faced  moon,"  as  to  attempt  the  conquest  of 
Canada  ia  the  present  state  or  the  coon  try.  and 
under  the  auspices  of  this  Administration. 

Sir,  the  conquest  of  Canada  must  be  a  hopeless 
project  under  the  direction  of  this  Administra- 
tion :  they  are  utterly  incompetent.  On  a  former 
occasion,  when  I  so  sensibly  felt  the  indulgence 
of  this  House,  I  undertook  to  examine  the  two 
first  campaigns,  and  thought  I  found  evidence  for 
a  thorough  conviction  that  their  claim  to  mili- 
tary talent  was  unfounded.  My  opinion,  at  that 
time,  was  put  upon  the  record  ;  and  I  have  seen 
no  reason  to  alter  that  opinion,  in  the  history  of 
the  last  campaign. 

The  miliury  operations  in  the  South,  I  believe^ 
have  been  generally  considered  as  successful.  I 
have  not  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  that  country 
to  venture  upon  an  examination  of  them.  I  can- 
not, however,  in  this  pUce,  omit  to  express  my 
admiration  and  respect  for  Colonel  Pearson,  of 
North  Carolina,  who  conducted  the  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  in  a  manner  not  less  credit- 
able to  his  military  talents  than  to  the  excellence 
oi  his  heart.  The  youthful  soldier  will  look  to 
this  accomplished  officer  as  a  pattern  well  wor- 
thy of  imitation  ;  and  the  philanthropist  will  point 
to  the  scene  of  his  glory,  on  the  Alabama,  not 
only  to  disprove  the  assertion  that  wars  against 
Indians  most  be  conducted  on  the  principle  of 
extermination,  but  also  to  discourage  the  atro- 
cious conduct,  which  we  have  sometimes  wit- 
nessed, in  carrying  that  principle  into  effect. 

Mv  local  situauon  has  led  me  to  observe  the 
Northern  campaign  with  some  attention ;  and  I 
feel  justified  in  saying,  it  will  not  stand  the  test 
of  military  criticism.  I  pass  over  the  want  of 
attention  to  the  supplies  so  necessary  to  the  com- 
forts of  an  army,  nor  will  I  dwell  upon  the  shame* 
fol  waste  and  prodigality,  so  apiwre&t  to  every 
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'  one  in  the  vicioity  of  our  camps,  and  the  neglect 
to  provide  the  necessary  means  of  transportation, 
in  all  the  marches  and  counter-marches  which 
we  hare  witnessed  in  that  quarter.  Time  would 
fail  me  to  notice  the  many  departures  from  mili- 
tary rules,  in  other  minor  arrangements  for  the 
campaign.  I  pass  over  all  these,  and  come  to  ex- 
amine the  operations  oo  the  Niagara  River,  and 
at  Lake  Cham  plain.  These,  I  l^lieve,  are  con- 
sidered by  the  friends  of  Administration  as  afford- 
ing ample  evidence  of  a  just  claim  to  military 
talent. 

In  looking  at  the  events  of  the  war  on  the 
Northern  frontier,  I  find  cause  to  bestow  almost 
unbounded  praise  on  the  officers  who  conducted 
and  the  brave  men  who  executed  the  enterprises ; 
but  I  can  see  little  reason  to  admit  the  claim  of 
Administration  to  prudence  or  forecast.  Under 
the  auspices  of  Gkneral  Brown,  the  military  char- 
acter of  the  people  has  been  retrieved,  and  the 
tone  of  the  Army  raised  to  no  common  pitch.  I 
feel  the  foil  weight  of  the  services  of  that  Gen- 
eral and  his  associates,  and  have  not  been  back- 
ward in  expressing  these  feelings.  But  no  prac- 
tical good  has  resulted  from  the  operations  there, 
except  in  raising  the  character  of  the  Army.  The 
officers  and  men  employed  on  this  service  are 
not  to  blame  for  it,  they  did  everythine  which 
men  could  do,  with  their  means  and  under  their 
circamstances.  Acqnittin|r  the  officers  and  the 
men,  I  must  hold  the  Administration  responsible 
for  not  furnishing  the  means  necessary  to  effect 
the  object  contemplated.  The  means  furnished 
were  utterly  disproportioned  to  the  end.  The 
object  of  General  Brown  was  to  seize  the  post  of 
the  enemy  at  Burlington  Heights,  and  to  press 
from  thence  to  Kingston.  Can  any  one  say,  that 
the  means  furnished  were  competent  to  either  of 
these  objects?  No,  sir.  The  first  battle  on  the 
Niagara,  in  which  our  troops  were  successful,  and 
where  General  Scott  covered  himself  with  glory 
— that  battle  settled  the  fate  of  the  campaiffn. 
General  Brown,  from  that  instant,  knew  that  his 
purpose  of  penetrating  into  Canada  was  frustra- 
ted I  offensive  operations,  with  a  view  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  country,  were  abandoned.  Our 
army,  as  was  right,  fell  back,  and  all  the  subse- 
quent battles  were  fought,  not  in  the  expectation 
of  driving  the  enemy  Irom  the  peninsula,  but,  on 
tb«  mere poifU  qfJumor,  whether  our  forces  should 
or  should  not  re-cross  the  Niagara  river.  This 
18  apparent  to  every  man  who  has  attended  to 
that  campaign.  In  all  the  enterprises  new  lustre 
was  added  to  our  arms;  in  every  instance  we 
claimed  the  victory,  and  yet  we  did  not  attempt 
to  penetrate  into  the  country.  The  prudence  of 
the  Gfeneral  foresaw  that  such  an  attempt  would 
have  been  idle  and  ruinou?.  He  gained  the 
paint  of  honor ;  he  retained  his  post  till  the  end 
of  the  campaign,  and  the  army  has  since  gone 
into  Winter  quarters  on  this  side  of  the  Niagara. 
This,  £  believe,  is  a  fair  examination  of  that  cam- 
paign. The  Admioistration  deserve  no  credit, 
out  are  justly  censurable  for  the  part  they  have 
acted. 

One  other  fact  ought  to  be  noticed.    The  two 


most  important  military  posts  which  we  had  on 
the  Western  waters  are  Michilimackinac  and 
Niagara.  Both  these  are  in  the  hands  of  the  ene» 
my,  and  held  in  proud  defiance.  Administration 
did  set  on  foot  an  expedition  to  recover  Michili* 
mackinac,  but,  €tceording  to  cugtorHf  the  necessary 
means  were  not  afforded,  and  the  enterprise  failed. 
As  to  Fort  Niagara,  it  was  not  even  attempted. 
And  both  these  important  posts  yet  remain  in  the 
possession  of  the  enemy,  the  monuments  of  the 
folly  and  imbecility  of  our  National  Councils. 

Let  us' now  look  towards  Lake  Champlain,  and 
notice  the  erents  of  the  war  in  that  quarter.  Wo 
all  remember,  that,  when  our  army  made  their 
escape  across  the  St.  Lawrence  about  a  year  ago, 
they  took  post  at  French  Mills,  with  a  view  to 
preserve  their  boats,  and  other  necessary  meana. 
preparatory  to  a  descent  on  Montreal.  I  well 
remember,  too,  that  we  were  consoled  for  the  loas 
and  disgrace  of  the  campaign,  which  had  juat 
closed,  by  assurances  that  our  army  should  posi- 
tively take  Montreal  in  the  Spring,  before  the  ene* 
my  could  be  reinforced  from  beyond  the  Atlantic. 
Scarcely  had  the  remnant  of  our  gallant  troopa 
begun  to  be  comfortable  in  theirquarters  at  French 
Muls,  before  they  were  ordered  to  strike  their 
tents.  The  boats  were  burnt ;  proWsions  and  all 
the  supplies  usually  found  in  a  camp  were  ordered 
to  be  destroyed,  for  fear  they  might  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy;  and  so  precipitate  was  th^ 
retreat,  that  very  larj^e  quantities  of  military 
stores  did  actually  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Brit* 
ish,  who  remained  in  quiet  possession  of  the  post 
which  our  armv  had  abandoned,  and  leisurely 
removed  everything  which  they  considered  of 
value.  Under  these  circumstances,  however,  com- 
forters were  found,  who  had  no  doubt  that  it  waa 
all  right  to  concentrate  our  forces,  and  that  we 
should  see  wonders  in  the  Spring.  Well,  the 
Spring  at  length  arrived,  and  with  it  the  expect- 
ation of  a  rich  harvest  or  glory.  The  campaign 
opened  with  an  attack  on  La  Cole  Mill.  We  know 
the  result.  The  officer  who  conducted  it  Is  now 
once  again  on  trial. 

In  the  tatter  stages  of  our  operations  on  Lake 
Champlain,  with  pleasure  and  with  pride  we  can 
view  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  officers 
and  men,  both  on  the  water  and  the  land.  And 
here — more  fortunate  than  on  the  Niagara-^we 
can  look,  with  gratitude,  to  the  practical  good 
resulting  from  these  services.  Bur,  the  Admin- 
istration deserves  the  severest  censure.  The 
officers  at  the  head  of  both  our  naval  and  lahd 
forces,  and  their  brave  associates,  have  all  de* 
served  well  of  their  country.  The  name  of  Jlfoc- 
donough  shall  live  forever.  The  opportuaitf 
presented ;  on  that  instant — 

"  He  snatch'd,  to  grace  Columbia's  infSsnt  name, 
«  Old  Neptune's  trident  and  Old  England's  fiune." 

I  certainly  do  not  intend  to  praise  him;  he  is 
above  all  praise.  The  conduct  of  General  Ma- 
comb deserved  what  it  has  received— the  admira- 
tion and  gratitude  of  his  couotry.  I  scarcely 
know  how  to  express  my  admiration  of  that 
daring  gallantry  which  determined  him  to  main*. 
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tain  his  post  against  the  feaiful  odds  of  the  eoemy. 
The  skill  and  promptness  with  which  the  defences 
of  the  camp  were  formed,  and  the  judicious  dis- 
tribution of  the  troops,  all  reflect  the  highest 
honor  on  that  General.  The  situation  of  Gene- 
ral Macomb  was  more  critical  and  hazardous 
than  that  of  any  other  officer  during  the  war. 
More  cannot  be  said  in  his  flavor,  than  to  say  his 
conduct  was  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  was 
witnessed  in  the  base,  inglorious  surrender  of 
this  city. 

But  how  stands  the  conduct  of  the  Adminis- 
tration 7  At  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  their 
•bject  was  to  take  Montreal ;  and  the  opinion  of 
their  friends  excited  a  pretty  general  expectation 
of  success.  But,  after  the  attempt  on  La  Cole 
Mill,  all  reasonable  hope  of  seizing  Montreal  ap- 
pjears  to  have  vanished.  No  further  demonstra- 
tions were  made  on  Montreal ;  and  the  enem^)  in 
turn,  began  to  think  of  invading  us.  His  project, 
to  be  sure,  was  gigantic,  but  if  he  had  met  with 
no  more  resistance  than  he  did  in  this  District,  it 
might  have  been  accomplished.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  enemy  ? 

According  to  Governor  Tompkins,  it  was  ^  to 
'  penetrate  with  bis  Northern  armv  by  the  waters 
'  of  Lake  Cham  plain  and  the  Hudson ;  and  by  a 
'  simultaneous  attack  with  his  maritime  force  on 
'  New  York,  to  form  a  junction  to  sever  the  com- 
'municatioa  of  the  States.''  In  this  view  of  the 
object  of  the  enemy,  it  is  manifest  that  the  posi- 
tion of  our  army  at  Plattsburg  was  infinitely  more 
important  than  that  at  Fort  Erie.  And  what 
did  this  wise  Administration  do?  Did  they 
strengthen  the  post  at  Plattsburg?  Did  they  col- 
lect all  their  disposable  force  and  throw  in  relief? 
Exactly  the  reverse.  At  the  very  instant  that 
Sir  George  Prevost  was  preparing  to  execute  this 
plan,  General  Izard  was  ordered  to  withdraw  the 
main  body  of  the  army,  and  General  Macomb 
was  left  at  Plattsburg,  with  scarce  fifteen  hun- 
dred regular  troops  to  oppose  fourteen  thousand 
British  veterans,  led  on  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  all  his  ablest  Generals.  The  folly  of 
this  arrangement  is  the  more  apparent,  when  it 
is  remembered  that  General  Brown  was  fighting 
merely  for  the  point  of  honor.  And  besides,  the 
order  for  General  Izard  to  join  the  army  on  the 
Niagara  was  given  at  such  an  advanced  stage  of 
the  season,  that  he  did  not  reach  there  till  the 
time  for  military  operations  had  passed  by.  The 
campaign  closed  about  the  time  General  Izard 
arrived  on  the  Niagara^the  bird  had  flown. 
General  Drummond  went  into  Winter  quarters 
at  Kingston  ;  and  our  troops  have  wisely  blown 
up  Fort  Erie,  and  abandoned  the  Canada  side  of 
the  Niagara.  And  all  this  took  place  at  the  very 
instant  when  every  suggestion  of  prudence  pointed 
directly  to  Plattsburg,  as  much  the  most  impor- 
tant post. 

Examine  this  subject,  and  you  will  see  folly 
and  infatuation  written  on  every  part  of  it.  In- 
stead of  ordering  General  Izard  to  join  General 
Brown,  common  sense  required  that  General 
Brown  should  have  been  directed  to  join  General 
Izard.    Sound  policy  loudly  declared  against  the 


removal  of  the  army  from  Plattsburg ;  but.  if  they 
were  removed  at  all,  they  should  have  remained 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,' which  they  passed  on  their 
way  to  Niagara.  This,  sir,  cannot  be  doubted  ^ 
for  General  Izard  had  scarcely  left  the  Harbor — 
the  rations  which  he  took  from  thence  were 
scarcely  expended — before  Sackett's  Harbor  was 
menaced,  and  the  militia  of  the  country  called 
out  en  masse  to  defend  it ;  and  after  a  severe  toar 
of  duty,  on  bad  rations,  they  have  returned  to 
their  homes  without  pay.  And  yet  this  Admin- 
istration is  well  suited  to  manage  the  afiairs  of 
this  nation ! 

As  to  the  part  the  Administration  took  on  the 
Niagara  frontier,  I  think  I  have  shown  they  de- 
served but  little  credit;  and  the  view  just  given 
of  their  management  on  Lake  Champlain  naust 
forever  silence  their  claim  to  military  skill.  The 
honor  and  glory  is  due  to  those  who  conducted 
the  enterprises;  certainlvnot  to  those  who  planned 
the  expeditions,  and  failed  to  provide  the  means 
necessary  to  carry  them  into  effect.  Too  mach 
cannot  be  said  of  the  officers.  Posterity  will  do 
justice  to  General  Brown.  The  brow  of  Gene- 
ral Scott  is  crowned  with  unfading  laurels.  And 
the  historian,  who  shall  speak  of  the  situation  and 
conduct  of  General  Macomb  at  Plattsburg,  will 

Eroudly  mark  the  resemblance  it  bears  to  that  of 
•eonidas  at  the  straights  of  Thermopylae.  While 
the  American  people  will  fondly  gaze  at  Mac- 
donough  by  the  side  of  Perry,  the  twin  stars  in 
the  galaxy  of  our  naval  heroes,  they  will  not  fail 
to  pronounce  that  the  conduct  of  the  Adminis- 
tration has  been  marked  by  folly  and  improvi- 
dence. 

Depend  upon  it,  sir,  Canada  is  not  to  be  taken 
by  the  present  men  in  power.  Under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  the  project  is  hopeless. 
The  people  of  this  country,  nowever  ready  and 
able  to  defend  their  firesides  and  their  institu- 
tions, are  opposed  to  the  conquest  of  Canada. 
Your  army  is  frittered  to  nothing— your  Treasurv 
exhibits  a  *'  beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes  y* 
yet  this  Administration,  with  a  perfect  knowledffe 
of  the  facts — with  hearts  yet  panting  from  tne 
affrighted  plains  of  Bladensburg-— in  full  view  of 
the  ruins  of  the  Capitol— with  the  flames  of  the 
palace  still  crackling  in  their  ears— will  posterity 
believe  it?  That,  under  such  circumstances,  this 
Administration  sat  down  quietly  and  philosophi- 
cally to  devise  a  plan  for  the  conquest  of  Canada. 
Well  may  it  be  said,  '*  Quos  Deus  mtU  perdere, 
priiis  dementtiL"  Did  I  not  know  that  this  Ad- 
ministration was  composed  of  philosophers,  I 
would  swear  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  they  were 
mad,  stark  staring  mad,  and  entitled  to  all  the 
hellebore  in  Anticyra.  I  can  view  this  project 
of  conquering  Canada,  under  present  circum- 
stances, in  no  other  light  than  as  the  last  despe- 
rate effort  of  expiring  madness. 

But  Canada  must  be  conquered,  and  by  an 
army  of  American  conscripts.  The  conquest  of 
a  neighboring  province  has  frequently  been  fol-. 
lowed  by  the  loss  of  the  liberties  of  the  conquer- 
ing nation.  But  we  are  called  upon  to  surrender 
our  liberties  as  preliminary  to  conquest.     The 
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army  of  eonseripts,  oo  its  way  to  Canada,  most, 
at  every  step,  traiii{de  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
country.  This  is  worse  than  was  predicted.  Ex- 
perience, bistoryj  and  the  nature  of  man,  had 
taught  lis  to  believe  that  the  victorious  army, 
which  was  to  "dictate  the  terms  of  peace  at 
Quebec,  or  at  Halifax,"  might,  on  its  return,  be 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  this  country.  But 
few  indeed  could  have  believed  that  our  rulers 
would  have  required  us  to  sacrifice  the  Coostitu* 
tion  in  order  to  raise  an  army  for  such  a  con- 
quest. The  freedom  of  other  nations  has  faUen 
by  the  ambition  of  tyrants,  at  the  head  of  con- 
quering armies.  But  we  are  called  to  give  up 
our's — to  whom?  Our  fate  is  not  less  hard  than 
that  of  other  nations,  but  is  to  be  much  more  hu- 
miliating and  inglorious.  Caesar,  returning  from 
Gaul,  at  the  head  of  his  victorious  cohorts,  tram- 
pled on  the  laws  of  his  country,  passed  the  Rubi- 
con, and  marched  to  Rome.  It  was  not  until 
Cromwell  bad  possessed  himself  of  his  infatuated 
army  that  he  dared  to  take  the  Kingdom  of  Qreat 
Britain  under  his  holy  protection.  And  it  was 
from  the  plains  of  Italy  that  Bonaparte  brought 
his  witnesses  to  the  Crown  of  the  ancient  Kings 
of  France.  But  we  are  called  upon  to  surrender 
all  that  is  sacred  and  dear  to  freemen — to  whom  ? 
Not  to  some  haughty  chieftain,  with  his  vassals 
at  his  heels;  not  to  a  dashing  soldier  of  fortune, 
the  glory  of  whose  exploits  misrht  shed  some 
lustre  on  our  chains^but  to  whom?  To  Knights 
of  the  Spur,  whose  horses  are  scarce  yet  groomed 
from  the  races  at  Bladensburg.  If  the  people  of 
this  country  are  prepared  to  receive  chains  from 
masters  like  these,  I  will  only  say  they  richly 
deserve  such  masters  and  such  chains. 

Gentlemen  have  often  intimated,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  minority  was  power  and  place  rather 
than  the  good  of  the  country.  To  that  charge  I 
plead  not  guilty.  I  am  not  competent  to  office; 
and  if  I  had  the  talent,  I  have  not  the  disposition 
to  accept  any.  I  look  to  the  day  which  shall  free 
me  from  my  public  duties  here  as  one  of  the  hap- 
piest of  my  life.  As  to  my  friends.  I  must  admit 
they  are  ambitious;  but  their  ambition  seeks  to 
save  the  country,  not  to  rule  it.  We  have  a  stake 
in  this  community  equal  to  other  |entlemen.  To 
what  should  we  be  unfaithful?  To  that  Consti 
tation  which  we  have  sworn  to  support?  To  that 
land  which  gave  us  birth  ?  Where  are  our  fam- 
ilies, our  altars,  and  our  firesides?  Where  are  the 
bones  of  our  children  and  the  ashes  of  our  ances- 
tors? It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  these  duties 
aod  these  privileges  are  to  be  abandoned  for  any 
motive  of  personal  ambition. 

If  the  object  was  merely  to  strip  you  of  your 
robes  of  office,  depend  upon  it  my  friends  would 
not  endeavor  to  arrest  you  in  your  present  career. 
Be  warned  by  experience.  Look  at  the  fate  of 
the  most  remarkable  man  of  this  or  any  other 
time ;  he  fell  from  the  pinnacle  of  ambition,  and 
by  conscription.  Mark  the  progress  of  this  prodigy 
of  the  age — this  wonder  of  the  world !  See  him 
with  daring  hand  seize  the  Crown  which  had 
lately  fallen  from  the  head  of  the  amiable  and 
unfortunate  Louis.    See  him  at  the  zenith  of  his 


glorv — observe  this  Colossus,  with  one  foot  on  Por- 
tugal and  with  the  other  planted  on  the  territory 
of  the  Czars — with  one  hand  controlling  the  des- 
tinies of  the  Baltic,  and  with  the  other  pointing 
to  his  dependents  on  the  Eastern  verge  of  conti- 
nental Europe.  Mark  the  contrast !  "  How  are 
the  mighty  tiallen  !"  Where  and  what  is  he  ?  A 
State  prisoner  in  the  Island  of  Elba— a  pensioner 
on  the  bounty  of  tl^e  Bourbons. 

*<  The  desolator,  desolate, 

"  The  vicior  overthrown ; 
«  The  arbiter  of  others'  fate, 

"  A  suppliant  for  his  own." 

Take  warning  by  this  example.  Bonaparte 
split  on  this  rock  of  conscription ;  if  you  travel 
the  same  road  you  must  share  the  same  destiny. 
The  needle  by  which  you  have  directed  your  po- 
litical course  has  been  for  some  time  trembling 
in  the  gale  of  experiments ;  it  seems  now  to  be 
settled,  and  points  with  unerring  polarity  to  ruin. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject  which 
honorable  gentlemen  ouff  bt  well  to  consider.  The 
tendency  of  your  whole  system  is  to  destroy 
the  bond  of  union  which  connects  us  together. 
Let  me  not  be  charged  with  any  wish  to  separate 
the  States;  I  disclaim  it.  I  have  cherished  the 
union  of  these  States  with  an  ardor,  with  an  en* 
tbusiasm,  not  inferior  to  any  other  gentleman  in 
or  out  of  this  House.  But  all  your  measures 
seem  to  point  to  separation.  The  defence  of  the 
States  has  not  been  a  leading  object  of  this  war. 
The  States,  however,  must  be  defended ;  if  yon 
will  not  protect  them,  if  you  refuse  to  pay  the 
expense  necessarily  incurred  for  that  object,  they 
will  take  care  of  themselves.  The  natural  con<* 
sequence  is,  the  States  will  preserve  their  own 
resources  for  their  own  defence ;  and  the  practi* 
cal  result  will  be  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

If  you  resort  to  conscription  you  will  have  a 
commentary  upon  it  written  in  the  blood  of  this 
country.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  remember  the  days 
when  York  and  Lancaster  drew  forth  their  bat- 
tles. They  appear  to  me  to  be  fast  returning. 
Serious  discontents  already  exist  in  many  parts 
of  the  United  States.  Causes  already  exist  wnich 
are  claimed  to  justify  a  dissolution  of  the  Union ; 
and,  rather  than  submit  to  a  military  conscription, 
there  are  States  who. may  consider  themselves 
bound  by  duty  and  interest  to  withdraw  from  this 
Confederacy.  You  will  say  they  have  not  justi- 
fiable cause.  I  entreat  you  not  to  afford  them  a 
plausible  pretext.  I  am  no  alarmist;  nor  is  this 
view  of  the  subject  taken  for  any  purpose  of 
threat  or  inlamidatioo. ,  I  give  it  as  my  opinion, 
and  you  will.  I  dare  say,  receive  it  for  as  much 
as  it  is  wortn.  I  have  carefully  examined  this 
conscripiion  question,  with  all  that  seriousness 
and  attention  required  by  the  solemnity  of  the 
occasion ;  I  have  exercised  that  small  measure  of 
talent  which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  be- 
stow upon  me,  and  I  have  arrived  at  this  conclu- 
sion: the  plan  of  conscription  violates  the  Con- 


stitution;  it  trenches  on  tbe  rights  of  the  States< 


and  takes  from  them  their  "necessary  security  ;'' 
it  destroys  all  claim  to  persoaal  freedom ;  it  will 
poison  all  the  comforts  of  this  people.    In  this 
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belief  I  can  have  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  I  think 
it  will  be  resisted,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  re« 
sisted. 

Sir,  Tspeak  not  particularly  of  this  bill  imme- 
diately before  your  committee— I  allude  to  the 
conscription  system  as  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.  To  use  the  laogoage  of  a  former  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  (Mr.  Edward  Livingstoa,  of 
New  York,  oo  the  alien  bill  in  1798,)  who  was  a 
distinguished  leader  of  the  present  majority,  I 
ask,  whether  the  people  of  this  country  are  "•  base 
'  enough  to  be  prepared  for  this?    No,  sir,  they 

*  will,  I  repeat  it,  they  will  resist  this  tyrannic 

*  system.  The  people  will  oppose — the  States 
'  will  not  submit  to  us  operation — they  ought  not 
^  to  acquiesce,  and  I  pray  to  God  they  never  may." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  view  I  have  taken  of  our 
pnblic  affairs  has  filled  me  with  gloom  and  de- 
spondency. Life  and  all  its  enjoyments  are  with 
me  much  diminished  in  value.  The  plot  of  this 
political  drama  has  been  for  some  thickening; 
the  catastrophe  is  at  hand.  We  live  in  an  age  of 
wonders.  It  has  been  our  lot  to  witness  some  of 
the  most  remarkable  events  which  have  ever 
taken  place  in  the  moral,  political,  or  physical 
world.  In  common  with  others  I  have  marked 
the  signs  of  the  times,  and  look  to  their  develop- 
ment with  the  most  awful  forebodings.  It  is  per- 
haps possible  that  this  country  may  escape  de- 
struction; I  hope  it  may.  But  when  I  see  ruin 
and  desolation  staring  us  in  the  face,  although 
I  am  not  given  to  superstition,  I  cannot  but  re- 
member that  I  have  seen  comets  blaze,  and  the 
sun  struggle  under  a  total  eclipse.  I  hope,  sir, 
almost  against  all  hope,  that  the  freedom  of  our 
institutions  may  be  preserved ;  but  when  I  see 
this  system  of  conscription  about  to  be  forced 
upon  usj  although  I  can  scarcely  bring  myself  to 
believe  m  omens,  yet  I  feel  an  unusual  emotion 
at  the  recollection  that  the  Goddess  of  Liberty 
was  burnt  up  in  yonr  Capitol. 

If  this  military  conscription  becomes  the  law 
of  the  land,  the  freedom  of  this  country  is  de- 
stroyed, and  the  union  of  the  States  is  gone  for 
ever! 

When  Mr.  M.  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  December  9. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray* 
in^  the  expenses  of  the  Government  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  Sutes,  and  by 
amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  dis- 
tillers of  spirituous  liquors,"  were  read,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '*  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates 
of  America ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  "  to  provide 
additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  | 


theGovemment  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  ^oods,  wares  and 
merchandise  manufactured  within  the  United 
States" — which  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  also  reported  a  bill  "  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
theGrovernmentand  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches.'' 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
C.  Hurl  hurt,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  into  service 
80,430  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of 
the  United  States. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  being 
yet  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Babnett,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Rbba,  of 
Tennessee,  opposed  the  motion  to  strike  oat. 

Mr.  Webstbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  DuvALL,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  My  desire  to  address  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  present  bill,  does  not  arise  from  the 
hope  of  either  fame  or  clistinction.  These  can 
only  belong  to  great  talents  and  distinguished  ac- 
tion. But,  sir,  I  am  impelled  by  my  judgment 
and  duty  to  protest  against  the  opinions  and  doc- 
trines which  have  been  advanced  by  the  honora- 
ble ffentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Millbb,) 
on  the  various  subjecu  which  he  has  brought  be- 
fore this  Committee — opinions  and  objections 
against  the  powers  of  Congress,  which,  if  they 
unfortunately  should  be  brought  into  practice, 
.would  overturn  every  principle  of  civil  liberty, 
destroy  all  subordination  and  union,  and  rend  in- 
to pieces  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  Belbre 
I  proceed  to  examine  the  arffoments  ot  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Millbb,)  permit 
me  to  say,  I  am  opposed  to  striking  oat  any  part 
of  this  bill,  unless  I  can  be  persuaded,  in  an  noar 
of  alarm  and  peril,  to  surrender  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  nation.  The  provisions  eontained 
in  this  bill  are  not  only  proper,  but  absolntely  ne- 
cessary. The  rejection  of  the  measure  would  be 
to  disarm  the  nation,  and  increase  the  calamities 
of  war.  I  had  hoped  that,  as  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bppbb) 
had  prevailed,  to  reduce  the  term  of  militia  ser- 
vice from  two  years  to  one,  that  all  further  ob- 
jections on  the  part  of  the  Opposition  would  van- 
ish. I  did  not  long  remain  in  this  error.  All  the 
clamor  of  party  has  been  roused  by  this  measure, 
and,  by  geutlemen  in  the  opposition,  it  is  loudly 
denounced  as  odious,  tyrannical,  and  unconstitu- 
tional. Sir,  I  had  hoped  that  the  stormy  passions 
of  party  were  in  a  great  measure  allayed  by  the 
perilous  situation  of  the  country.  Opposed  to  a 
powerful  and  ambitious  enemy,  who  is  collecting 
all  the  deluge  of  war  to  pour  on  this  devoted 
land,  with  a  Treasury  exhausted,  and  a  gallant 
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armf  r«4aeed  io  oambefs  bat  not  in  spirit,  I,  io* 
deed,  had  hoped  that  gentlemeD  in  the  opposition 
(under  these  circumstances)  would  have  stood 
forward  to  defend  their  soil  and  sovereignty.    In 
this  hope  I  have  not  altogether  been  disappointed. 
Some  gentlemen  of  high  and  distinguished  tal- 
ents, who  now  stand  at  the  head  of  the  Federal 
party,  have  declared  their  determination  to  vote 
the  supplies  for  the  Gbvernment,  and,  on  several 
occasions,  have  nobly  triumphed  over  their  feeN 
ings,  and  placed  themselves  on  American  ground. 
This  is  the  duty  of  every  American ;  they  owe  it 
to  themselves  and  their  country.    I  ask  not  gen- 
tlemen to  sacrifice  their  principles.  Surely,  when 
their  aid  is  demanded  to  preserve  our  rights,  let 
them  expose  the  errors  of  the  Administration ;  let 
them  expose  the  policy  which  has  been  pursued 
by  the  dominant  party;  let  them  endeavor  to 
conviftce  the  people  that  their  confidence  has 
been  misplaced  and  abused ;  nay,  let  them  exert 
all  their  powers  to  change  the  rulers  of  the  na- 
tion, and  call  other  men  and  measures  into  ac* 
tioD.    But,  in  the  name  of  our  common  country, 
I  call  on  them  to  prepare  to  meet  an  enemy  as 
implacable  as  he  is  powerful.    The  member  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Mili«er)  commenced  his  argu- 
ments against  this  bill,  by  gravely  informing  the 
Committee  that  he  not  only  objected  to  this,  but  to 
all  the  military  plans  which  had  been  ofiered,  be- 
cause, he  sa)rs,  they  are  coercive.     Will  the  gen- 
tleman be  so  obliging  as  to  inform  us  how  long 
it  has  been  since  be  made  this  important  discov- 
ery ?    That  the  civil,  criminal,  and  military  laws 
of  this  country  should  be  coerciye  on  its  citizens, 
is  suTely  tyrannical.    But,  until  the  learned  gen- 
tleman can  point  out  to  me  a  country  whose  laws 
have  no  penalties,  and  whose  military  code  is  not 
coercive,  I  must  be  permitted   to  believe  this 
strange  and  visionary  notion  has  been  only  drawn 
from  Plato's  ideal  republic.    Indeed,  sir,  this  ar- 
gument is  an  eicellent  specimen  of  the  lengthy, 
and  learned,  and  elaborate  speech  delivered  by 
the  gentleman  on  this  subject ;  the  whole  of  whicn 
was  no  doubt  the  ofispring  of  much  painfbl  re- 
flection and  deep  research.    It  was  the  most  logi- 
cal, historical,  and  tragical  discourse,  that  ever 
was  delivered  in  a  legislative  body.    I  was  at  a 
loss  to  determine,  whether  most  to  admire  his 
powers  as  an  historian,  his  clearness  as  a  logician, 
or  the  refined  excellence  of  his  poetic  fancy.    It 
is  rare  that  one  individual  excels  in  more  than 
one  science  or  accomplishment,  but  the  honora- 
ble ^ntleman  from  New  York  is  surely  an  ex- 
ception.   I  feel  half  inclined  to  complain  of  the 
brilliancy  of  his  fancy,  for  it  threw  such  a  daz- 
zling flood  of  light  around  his  subject  and  argu- 
ments, that  I  must  own  my  mind  was  often  so 
bewildered  as  not  to  comprehend  all  his  nice  and 
excellent  deductions;  but  this  was  certainly  my 
fault,  or  rather  my  misfortune,  for  the  eye  of  real 
genius  is  always  clearest  and  brightest  in  the 
blaze  of  science. 

The  Committee  will  pardon  this  digression ;  it 
was  justly  due  to  the  gentleman.    This  bill  has 
been  called  conscription,  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering it  odious  to  the  people.    It  is  not  the  first 
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time  that  a  measure  has  been  denounced  by  some 
peculiar  name,  in  order  to  produce  opposition,  or 
to  defeat  its  object.    Such  a  shallow  artifice  can- 
not deceive  any  but  those  who  are  willing  to  be 
deluded.    The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Mii4i^R)  read  to  the  Committee  some  pages  of 
most  pathetic  declamation  on    the    distressing' 
scenes    which    conscription    had    produced    in 
France;  but  he  forgot  to  show  the  coincidence 
between  the  bill  now  before  us  and  the  conscrip- 
tion code  of  France.    I  say  there  is  no  coinci- 
dence ;  no,  not  even  in  the  classification,  and  still 
less  in  any  other  feature.    The  conscription  laws 
of  France  were  first  introduced  by  their  Direc- 
tory^ and  are  in  strict  imitation  of  the  Roman  dis- 
cipline, which  compelled  every  citizen  to  become 
a  soldier.    They  were  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
aggrandizement  and  conquest.    All  Frenchmen 
were  classed  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and 
twenty-five  only;  in  this  particular  it  was  op- 
pressive and  unjust.    The  conscripts  were  often 
treated  with  the  utmost  cruelty,  and  if  they  de* 
serted  their  parents  were  made  responsible  for 
their  appearance,  or  their  fortunes  paid  an  exor- 
bitant fine.    All  this,  too,  was  done  to  carry  on 
foreign  wars  without  their  consent,  to  gratify  an 
ambitious  tyrant.    The  people  of  France  were 
controlled  by  the  iron  rod  of  a  military  despot, 
who  was  only  governed  by  his  interest  and  glory. 
They  m^tde  no  laws-^their  voice  was  not  heard 
in  their  councils.    Day  after  day,  and  year  after 
year,  were  they  dragged  unwilling  victims  to 
fight  the  wars  of  their  master  in  every  part  of 
their  continent.    The  youne  men  saw  no  termi'> 
nation  to  their  military  toils  but  in  the  arms  of 
death  ;  and  if  they  survived  the  period  assigned 
for  military  service,  they  were  out  seldom  re* 
warded  for  the  scars  which  they  bore,  while  un- 
usual hardships  and  constant  exposure  entailed 
upon  them  poverty  and  premature  old  age.    No 
wonder  can  then  be  excited  when  we  are  told 
that  the  people  of  France  dreaded  and  execrated 
conscription.  * 

Let  us  now  examine  this  American  bill,  and 
compare  it  with  the  conscription  of  France. 
First,  all  the  free  male  population  of  the  United 
States,  over  the  age  of  eighteen  and  under  forty- 
five,  are  bound  to  render  military  service  when* 
ever  they  are  legally  draughted.  The  section 
which  permits  a  class  io  exonerate  itself  by  fur- 
nishing one  recruit  for  the  regular  army,  so  far 
from  being  objectionable,  in,  in  fact,  an  advantage 
to  the  whole  body  of  militia.  This  difference, 
and  the  extension  of  the  term  of  service  six 
months  longer  than  usual,  are  the  only  changes 
in  the  militia  laws  now  in  operation. 

If  this  is  conscription,  it  was  practised  during 
our  Revolution.  It  has  been  the  invariable  prac- 
tice during  the  present  war,  and  must  continue 
so  long  as  we  are  governed  by  the  Constitution. 
It  is  nothing  more  than  the  people  of  these  States 
expected,  when  they  instructed  their  Represent- 
atives in  Congress  to  declare  war  with  Great 
Britain.  If  this  be  called  conscription  by  the  Op« 
position,  it  is  equally  so  to  bring  the  militia  iuto 
the  field  for  six  or  three  months ;  nay,  even  fo'  ^ 
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•ingle  day.  But  the  member  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  MillbrJ  and  his  friends,  feeling  that  this 
argument  was  too  weak  to  support  them  even  for 
a  moment,  turned  to  the  ConstitotioOj  and  en- 
dearored  to  base  their  reasonings  on  its  sacred 
principles.  Sir.  in  this  they  have  failed,  and  their 
attempt  has  only  more  clearly^  exposed  the  error 
of  their  doctrines.  The  militia  belong  to  the 
Sutes,  it  is  urged,  and  Congress  have  no  right  to 
eall  them  into  service,  for  they  may  be  wanted 
for  State  defence. 

I  answer— the  Gkneral  Government  is  bound 
to  provide  for  the  weal  and  protection  of  every 
State  in  the  Union.  That  the  Constitution  gives 
to  Congress  the  power  to  provide  for  organizing, 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  gov- 
erning such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  That  it  also 
invests  Congress  with  power  to  call  forth  the 
militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrections,  and  repel  invasions.  Will  it  be 
denied  that  our  country  is  now  invaded?  No, 
this  must  be  admitted  by  the  most  incredulous. 
Yet,  possessing  these  powers,  and  under  these 
circumstances,  we  are  told  that  this  bill  is  uncon- 
stitutional. I  ask  gentlemen  if  the  very  compact 
which  they  guard  with  so  much  watchfulness, 
does  not  recognise  the  militia  as  the  bulwark  of 
our  liberties?  And  yet  they  say,  in  effect,  that 
Congress  cannot  command  their  services.  Before 
my  mind  can  assent  to  this  strange  contradiction, 
and  extraordinary  opinion,  gentlemen  must  prove 
to  me  that  it  is  unconstitutional  to  call  the  militia 
into  service  for  six  or  three  months,  or  even  for  a 
day ;  for  their  reasons  will  apply  as  strong  in 
every  instance  I  have  mentioned,  as  they  can 
against  this  bill. 

The  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Miller) 
with  mat  emotion  has  declared  that,  were  he  to 
vote  for  this  bill,  he  should  disgrace  the  ashes  of 
his  fathers,  that  it  violates  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  ought  to  be  suffered  quietly  to  enjoy 
their  own  firesides.  I  will  tell  the  gentleman 
that  he  can  never  disgrace  the  ashes  of  his  fathers 
b^  defending  bis  country;  they  have  given  to 
him  an  example  that  should  awaken  all  his  pride 
to  emulate^  they  never  refused  to  defend  the  soil 
and  independence  which  their  noble  valor  has 
since  given  to  their  posterity ;  could  their  pure 
and  generous  spirito  witness  these  scenes,  and 
hear  such  sentiments,  they  would  weep  angel 
tears  over  the  degeneracy  and  ingratitude  of  their 
s^s.  But  we  should  enjoy  our  firesides !  What 
enjoyment,  let  me  inquire,  is  to  be  found  in  this 
enviable  situation,  when  war  is  striding  over  the 
people,  breathing  destruction  on  our  borders  ?  Can 
the  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Miller)  feel, 
in  times  such  as  these,  the  quiet  and  enjoyment 
of  which  he  speaks?  No,  in  the  interest  which 
be  has  taken  in  our  various  campaigns,  in  the 
minute  recital  of  our  misfortunes,  in  the  painful 
and  melancholy  feeliiu^  which  he  has  illustrated 
by  such  frequent  quotations  of  the  poetic  language 
of  the  great  dramatist,  it  is  disclosed  that  he  re- 
poses not  in  these  times  in  quiet  content  by  his 
own  fireside  I  let  us  not  talk  of  these  enjoyments 


in  the  sttife  of  war— this  theme  the  Aneriean 
will  reserve  for  the  hale  von  days  of  peace. 

But  the  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Miulbs) 
has  said,  that  this  nation  can  onl^  be  saved  by 
reviving  its  credit,  and  recruiting  its  afmies;  yet 
he  declares  that  his  assent  shall  noc  be  given  to 
this  end,  although  he  has  told  us  this,  and  this 
only,  can  save  the  nation.  Is  it  possible  that  the 
honorable  member  is  so  lost  to  dutjr  and  love  of 
country,  that,  under  no  situation  in  which  he 
may  be  placed,  will  he  g\^t  his  aid  to  provide 
men  or  money  for  defence? 

[Here  Mr.  MitLim  rose,  and  said  he  was  mis* 
understood  by  the  gentleman  from  Kenttickj; 
that  he  had  said  he  would  not  give  aaj  supplies 
to  the  Gover0a»eat  for  thecoaqueat  or  Caonda; 
but  that  if  our  army  was  withdrawn  ffom  that 
country,  and  the  project  of  conquest  relinqniahed, 
he  would  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  to  raise 
men  and  money  for  defence.] 

Mr.  Do V ALL  regretted  be  had  misaaderstood 
the  gentleman ;  that'  it  was  neither  his  object  or 
inclination  to  misstate  his  arguments,  and  no  sen- 
tleman  would  accuse  him  of  so  mean  a  subtertoge. 

It  was  but  the  other  day  that  the  member  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Miller)  4eclared  on  this  floor, 
that  the  Gtovernmeot  had  abaadonod  every  oh- 

i'ect  for  which  this  war  was  commenced.  1  take 
kirn  at  his  word,  and  the  supposed  oonqoeat  of 
Canada  cannot  now  be  an  obstacle;  but,  to  re* 
move  his  tear  of  conquest,  let  me  offer  him  proof 
which  is  undeniable,  to  dutsipate  the  inquietude 
which  he  still  feels  on  this  subject  1  mean  the 
instructions  given  to  our  Ministers,  and  the  offer 
to  make  peace  oa  their  part  with  the  British  com- 
missioners, on  terms  of  which  thejr  have  no  right 
to  complain.  How,  then,  can  it  be  seriously 
urged  that  this  is  a  war  of  conquest?  Even  the 
gentleman  himself  has  said,  that  all  the  objects 
for  which  this  war  was  declared  are  now  aban- 
doned. In  one  breath  we  are  told  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  place 
at  the  dispoisal,  and  under  the  control  of  the  mca 
in  power,  a  great  military  force;  in  the  next  mo- 
ment the  same  gentleman  declares  that  the  Ad* 
ministration  have  neither  ulenu  nor  capacity  to 
carry  on  the  war ;  and  that  such  is  their  imbecil- 
ity, that  were  they  to  furnish  the  sappiies  ther 
would  be  profusely  and  ineffectually  expended. 
Heave  such  absurd  contradictions  to  be  recon- 
ciled by  those  who  claim  them  as  jtist  and  unan- 
swerable arguments. 

But,  said  theffentleman,  (Mr.  Miller,)  beware 
how  you  trample  on  the  rights  of  your  citiaena, 
for  remember  justice  never  sleeps;  I  lament  that 
his  conduct  has  not  proved  the  truth  of  his  re- 
mark. Justice  among  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple I  trust  will  never  sleep,  but  with  some  in  the 
opposition  she  eren  now  slumbers  unto  death. 
Justice  expired  with  the  gentleman  and  some  of 
his  friends  in  the  opposition,  when  they  declared 
in  this  Hall,  and  in  the  face  of  the  whole  nation, 
that  this  war  is  wicked  and  unjust. 

That  the  nation  commenced  the  war  before 
they  were  prepared,  was,  and  is  yet,  my  opinion. 
But  that  we  had  not  ample  cause  to  justify  onr 
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Tesort  to  arms,  I  do  dtay.  Was  it  wkked  and 
UDJast  to  resist  the  eoemy  in  their  illegal  dectees 
and  bloekades"?  Was  it  wicked  and  unjost  to  re- 
sist the  capture  and  confiscation  of  our  Teasels 
aad  ear^oes?  Was  it  wicked  and  anjast  to  re- 
•ist  the  impressment  of  oar  seamen  ?  If  none  of 
th«8e  contain  the  wiekednesa  and  injnstice  of 
which  gentlemen  complain.  I  ask  in  what  does  it 
exist  t  Let  gentlemen  no  longer  refuse  their  as- 
aistaace ;  let  them  aot  sit  calmly  by  and  see  the 
farms  of  their  eititens  pillaged,  their  habitations 
wrapped  in  flames ;  and  when  the  voice  of  mad- 
dentag  distress  shall  assail  them  with  petitions, 
€oldly  answer,  we  will  not  aid  or  protect  yon,  for 
this  war  is  wicked  and  aajtist.  When  oor  terri- 
tory is  MTaded  by  your  enemy,  and  he  bids  defi- 
ance to  your  arms;  when  youroityzens,  no  longer 
able  to  resist  their  iniqoitotu  and  rapacious  de- 
mands, call  on  you  for  protection,  which  you 
have  aolemnly  sworn  ander  oar  Constitution  to 
give,  wHl  yoQ  violate  the  high  obligation,  and  an- 
swer, it  caaaot  be  given,  for  this  war  is  wicked 
aad  unJQst?  Have  yoa  not  heard  the  cries  of 
distress  arising  from  roffian  profanation  ?  Have 
voa  not  markMl'the  spots  where  yoor  citiea  and 
hamlecaonee  stood,  whose  ashes  have  been  slaked 
with  the  blood  of  yoor  citizens  ?  and,  yet,  are 
you  calm  and  nndistnrbed,  refosiBg  to  redress 
their  sollefings,  or  to  aid  in  the  punishment  of  the 
incendiary  myrmidons  who  have  violated  yonr 
people,  becaase  yoti  say  this  war  is  wicked  and 
unjoat? 

la  vain  may  the  citizens  of  vour  Indian  fron- 
tier recite  their  sad  and  dreadful  sufferings.  The 
ezterminatiag  warfare  of  a  merciless  foe,  whose 
joy  in  blood  rises  to  madnees,  is  suffered,  with 
yoor  consent,  to  raffe  with  death  and  desolation 
OB  yoor  borders.  The  rode  ehildrea  of  the  brave 
•ad  daring  hnaier,and  the  fkmilj  of  the  unoffend- 
ing and  peaotable  emignnt^iak  alike  beneath 
the  arm  of  their  savage  foe.  Do  they  desire  ydur 
aroieeiioa  1  Yes ;  but  you  sternly  bid  them  die, 
Deoausa  yoa  still  say  that  this  war  is  wicked  and 
«aiast. 

1  would  ask,  from  what  does  this  apathy,  on 
the  part  of  manv  in  the  opposition  originate  ?  I 
fear,  from  looal  distinctioBs  and  invidious  re- 
mariBB,  which,  with  regret  and  pain,  I  have  so 
often  heard  thrown  oat  in  the  warmth  of  discussion. 
There  is  a  class  of  politicians  in  this  country  who 
have,  for  years,  with  the  most  unwearied  indus- 
try aad  artifice,  endeavored  to  make  the  Bastem 
a&d  Northern  neetioBs  of  this  Union  believe  that 
the  Southern  and  Weetern  States  are  jealous  of 
their  increasing  wealth  aad  commercial  impor- 
tance. This  opinion  has  been  supported  and  en- 
couraged by  demagogues,  for  base  and  perfidious 
purposes.  The  good  sea^e  of  the  nation  (it  is  the 
hope  of  every  American)  will  soon  correct  so  fa- 
tal an  opinion.  The  happiness  and  interest  of 
all  the  States  are  linked  tojfether  by  every  tie 
that  can  bind  society — speaking  the  same  same 
language,  living  under  the'  same  g^eneral  laws, 
eonnected  by  marriage,  blood,  and  friendship,  and 
worshipping  the  same  great  benevolent  Being— 
BOW  can  stronger  connexion  exist?    Is  interest 


more  binding?  Be  it  so.  The  North  and  Batt 
are  commercial;  the  South  and  the  West  are 
engaged  in  agricaltare;  if  cdmmerce  is  impeded 
or  suspended,  the  ships  of  our  merchants  are  idle 
and  decaying;  the  produce  of  the  South  and 
West  remain  on  the  planter's  or  farmer's  hands, 
dead,  wasting,  and  unproductive,  or  becomes 
spoiled,  unfit  for  market,  and  is  wholly  lost.  Na- 
ture intended  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
Stalee  should  produce  the  daring  aad  enterorising 
mariners  of  the  Union  ;  to  make  them  so,  she  has 

given  to  them  fine  bays^  harbors,  and  rivers;  she 
as  placed  the  fisheries  tn  their  neighborhood  as 
a  nursery  for  their  seamen ;  their  climate  is  cold, 
and  soil  UBsuited  to  the  various  productions  of 
raw  material  necessary  for  their  factories,  which 
are  found  in  abundance  in  the  South  and  West. 
New  Bngiand  will  not  oaly  possess  the  carrying 
trade  of  the  South  and  West,  but  will,  fVom  her 
great  and  increasiug  population,  necessarily  be- 
come their  mauufactorer.  All  this  is  so  obviotn 
and  certain,  that  the  demagogues  of  either  party 
cannot  lon^  deceive  the  people,  by  crying  out 
that  their  interests  are  separate  and  distinct. 
Away,  tbea,  with  iuvidioos  sectional  distiuetions; 
let  us  speak  of  ourselves  as  a  nation,  and  not  as 
separate  hordes  of  wrangling  and  jealous  -savages. 
The  bold  and  enterprising  mariner  of  the  North 
may  proudly  rank  with  the  first  in  the  nation. 
Yes,  sir,  these  are  the  men  who  belong  to  your 
Navy,  who  have  acquired  more  glory  in  two  years 
for  themselves  and  country,  than  ever  England 
could  boast  in  half  a  century ;  a  gem  which  shall 
shine  with  undiminished  splendor  down  the  long 
annals  of  time.  This  nation  should  never,  in 
peace,  forget  that  a  Navy  is  her  right  arm  in 
war. 

It  was  with  pleasure  I  listened  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  while  he  praised  the  valor 
of  our  land  and  aaval  commanuers,  aad  I  could 
not  but  deem  it  strange  that  he,  who  seemed  so 
animated  at  his  own  recital  of  \|beir  gallant  deeds, 
should  yet  refuse  to  follow  their  example  in  de- 
fending his  country. 

I  did  aot  hope  to  follow  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  through  all  the  various  remarks  which 
he  pressed  into  this  dieenasion ;  nor  can  I  follow 
him  in  the  sublime  poetic  effusions  aad  number- 
less quotations  from  celebrated  autbofB,  Indeed,*^ 
sir,  it  aeemed  to  me  that  the  ffentlemaa's  speech 
was  not  made  for  the  present  bill,  but  for  the  bill 
which  has  been  reported  to  this  House  by  the 
honorable  chairman  (Mr.  Troup)  of  the  Military 
Committee;  but,  as  it  is  probable  it  will  not  be 
acted  on,  the  honorable  member  from  New  Yoric 
has  transferred  his  objection  from  that  to  the  bill 
from  the  Senate.  But  nothing  is  impossible  to 
great  genius ;  no  subject  is  too  hi^h  or  too  low 
to  escape  its  subtle  attention.  It  delights  to  bring 
objects  and  things,  radically  difierent.  together; 
and,  like  electricity,  its  course  is  brilliant,  wild, 
and  eccentric.  Hence,  we  may  account  for  the 
introduction  of  Cbvernor  Tompkins  and  his 
charger  by  the  honorable  member,  to  this  Com- 
mittee, caparisoned  in  all  the  pomp  of  war ;  and 
also  for  the  rapid  flight  which  he  instantly  took 
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from  the  back  of  this  war  horse,  as  be  said,  *'  to 
pluck  bright  honor  from  the  pale-faced  mooo/' 
where,  for  the  present,  I  leave  the  gentleman. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  shall  not  be 
claimed  much  longer  by  me,  for  I  throw  bjr  many 
remarks,  which  have  been  made  in  the  course  of 
debate,  in  order  to  call  your  reflections  to  a  sub- 
ject tliat  has  been  too  often  agitated  to  escape 
reply.  I  mean  the  doctrine  of  rebellion,  which 
has  been  trumpeted  in  our  ears  by  more  than  one 
member  of  this  body.  It  is  time  that  gentlemen 
in  the  Opposition  should  allay  the  fury  of  passion 
by  the  exercise  of  reason  and  calm  inquiry.  Can 
one  individual  in  this  body  be  found  who  will  ad- 
vocate principles  destructive  of  the  happiness  and 
Constitution  of  his  country?  Yes,  this  House 
has  heard  difscord  and  rebellion  encouraged  and 
avowed  from  more  than  one  quarter.  The  mem- 
ber from  New  York  (Mr.  Millbr)  has  declared 
that  this  militia  system,  or,  as  he  terms  it,  con- 
tenpiionf  will  not  be  submitted  to  by  the  people ; 
that  they  ought  to  resist  such  oppression,  such 
infringements  of  their  rights,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  resist. 

[Here  Mr.  Miller  rose  to  explain,  and  said  that 
the  language  he  had  used,  were  the  words  of  Mr. 
Livingston,  a  Democrat,  and  were  delivered  in  a 
speech  when  he  was  opposed  to  Mr.  Adams's 
Administration,  and  he  (Mr.  M.)  now  adopted 
them  as  his  own.] 

Mr.  DuvALL  said,  he  had  so  understood  the  f^en- 
tleman,  and  although  he  claimed  the  benefit  of 
the  example  introduced,  it  was  not  on  that  ac- 
count the  Jess  mischievous  and  pernicious;  that 
demagogues  belonged  to  all  parties,  and  were 
equally  to  be  detested  and  condemned.  LiCt  gen- 
tlemen who  are  giving  tone  and  encouragement 
to  rebellion,  beware  of  the  consequences;  for,  I 
tell  them,  they  are  treading  over  a  burning  vol- 
cano that  may  burst  upon  them  in  dreadful  ruin. 
Do  they  propose  to  better  their  conditions,  or  the 
condition  of  their  country,  by  such  dangerous  and 
mad  contention  1  If  so,  let  me  drive  from  them 
far  the  fatal  delusion.  Look  to  the  French  Rev- 
olution, and  learn,  in  time,  to  avoid  the  bloody 
scenes  which  ma v  and  will  be  reacted  in  America. 
How  many  of  all  the  numerous  and  daring  revo- 
lutionists of  France  are  now  in  existence?  Few, 
indeed,  compared  to  the  many  who  have  fallen 
before  the  power  of  that  rebellion,  which  owed 
to  them  its  spring  and  creation.  All  France  did 
pot  produce,  with  her  millions  of  men,  a  single 
individual  who  could  snatch  the  helm  and  wield 
the  sword  of  the  nation.  Such  men  are  rare  cre- 
ations of  nature— five  centuries  will  not  produce 
such  another  man  as  the  Corsican,  who  braved 
the  tempest  of  Revolution,  and  rode  on  surges  of 
blood  to  the  imperial  throne  of  France. 

Beware,  in  time,  beware,  of  the  fate  that  will 
attend  your  temerity ;  for,  believe  me  when  I  tell 
you,  you,  who  create,  are  not  the  men  that  can 
control  the  tide  of  rebellion ;  you,  first  of  all, 
shall  be  overwhelmed  by  its  resistless  fury.  De- 
ceive not  yourselves  and  friends  with  the  vain 
and  foolish  hope  that  you  can  "  mount  the  whirl- 
wind and  direct  the  storm,''  for  you  will  be  scat- 


tered before  it  *Miko  chaff  before  the  wind  of 
heaven.'* 

Mr.  Imoersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  be  the  determina- 
tion  of  gentlemen  to  debate  all  the  military,  and 
and  all  the  national  subjects  too,  on  the  present 
motion.  I  had  hoped  that  discussion  would  have 
been  reserved  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions 1  laid  on  the  table  the  day  before  yesterday, 
and  which  it  was  my  intention  to  have  called  up 
the  moment  the  present  business  is  disposed  of. 
I  never  much  liked  this  bilL  It  embraces  the 
same  principles  without  the  powerful  effects  of 
the  other  plan,  with  a  gremter  complication  of 
machinery.  It  was,  originally,  but  a  weak,  di- 
luted measure,  in  my  opinion,  and  a  bad  sulisti* 
tute  for  the  direct  classification  and  draught  into 
the  regular  armies,  which  I  hold  to  be  the  best, 
and  indeed  the  only  efficient  system*  I  had  re- 
solved, however,  to  vote  for  the  bill,  because  I  do 
not  perceive  that  it  may  not  serve  as  an  accessory 
to  the  classification ;  and  even,  eviscermled  as  it 
has  been  by  the  success  of  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppeb,)  to  reduce  the 
term  of  service  from  two  years  to  one,  I  do  not 
yet  say  that  I  will  withhold  from  it  my  support. 
Something  must  be  done. 

To  be  insensible  to  the  extreme  importance  of 
time  at  this  crisis  is  to  be  insensible  to  the  crisis 
itself.  This  is  the  moment  for  action,  not  decla* 
ma  tion ;  and  gentlemen  on  both  sides  may  rest 
assured  that  their  controversies  are,  like  a  sea- 
fight,  surrounded  by  a  mass  of  destructive  ele- 
ment infinitely  more  to  be  appre(iended  than  their 
own  ability  to  injure  each  other — an  element  of 
destruction,  which,  if  neglected  or  provoked,  will 
swallow  up  both  the  contending  parties  together, 
while  they  are  vainly  striving  which  shall  over- 
throw the  other.  To  change  the  illustration*  we 
are  in  conflict,  sir,  as  it  were,  in  a  vast  place  of 
interment,  where  eternity  yawns  upon  us  from 
ten  thousand  mouths,  and  where,  whichever  partf 
brings  his  antagonist  to  theeartn,  can  achieve  no 
more  enviable  victory  than  that  of  being  buried 
altogether  in  the  same  unhonored  grave.  Gen- 
tlemen seem  to  think,  sir,  that  their  constituents 
sent  them  here  with  no  other  purpose  than  to  pull 
down  one  Administration  and  supplant  it  with 
another.  They  tell  us,  with  one  breath,  that  the 
present  Administration  was  forced  into  this  war, 
and  with  the  next  breath,  they  make  the  Admin- 
istration answerable  for  all  its  misfortunes.  Thof 
denounce  that  Administration  as  the  most  imbe- 
cile, indigent,  and  despicable  in  the  world;  and 
yet,  with  all  the  wealth,  and  all  the  talents,  they 
have  in  vain  withheld  their  wealth,  in  vain  ex- 
ercised their  talents  to  thrust  this  miserable  ob- 
stacle from  their  course.  They  possess,  exclu- 
sively, all  the  physical  resources,  and  all  the 
patriotic  attachments  of  the  soil  of  the  country — 
the  bone,  marrow,  sinews,  and  vitals  of  the  State 
-^nd  they  come  here  to  reproach  Administra- 
tion for  not  having  prevented  or  defeated  a  sud- 
den inroad  upon  this  Capital,  while  a  portion  of 
their  own  territory  has  been,  for  ax  months,  in 
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the  undispmod  oecapatioo  of  the  enemy — ^aob- 
dued  without  resistaDce,  and  held  without  an  ef- 
fort to  regain  it.  We  can  all  recollect,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, how  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
(Mr.  Wbbstbb,)  in  particular,  demonstrated  to 
us,  about  this  time  last  year»  that  our  war  was 
unpopular  and  unjust;  how  he  entertained  us 
with  distinctions  between  war  offensive  and  war 
defensive ;  between  the  mercenary  spirit  of  extra- 
territorial  conquest  and  aggrandizement  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  generous  ardor  of  repelling  in- 
Tasion  on  the  other ;  how  he  prored  our  inability 
to  conquer  Canada  without  the  cordial  co-opera- 
tion of  New  England  i  and  how  speedily  Canada 
would  be  overrun  and  subdued  if  his  immediate 
fellow-citizens  could  be  enlisted  into  the  cause, 
instead  of  the  armies— and  yet,  now  that  the  war 
has  become  defensive  to  them ;  now  that  it  has 
pushed  itself  into  their  plantations;  now  that  the 
conqueror  rings  the  knell  of  a  curfew  every  eve- 
ning over  their  own  firesides,  not  a  note  of  prepa- 
ration or  resistance  do  we  hear  from  their  moun- 
tains or  their  seaboard,  nor  any  other  note  but 
that  of  rejoicing  in  the  happy  exchange  they 
have  made  of  war  without  trade  for  trade  with- 
out war.  Nay^  sir,  they  are  more  robust  than 
ever  in  opposition  to  the  war,  now  thfit  nothing 
is  left  in  dispute  but  a  canton  of  their  own  soil; 
and  they  venture  to  threaten  us  with  disunion  for 
presuming  to  enact  a  militia  law,  when  the  enemy 
offers  us  a  peace  we  can  accede  to  at  any  moment, 
and  leave  that  section  which  shakes  the  rod  of 
dismemberment  over  our  heads  to  fight  out  the 
battle  with  Qreat  Britain.  Sir,  I  do  not  belong 
to  that  slaveholding  portion  of  these  States  to 
which  such  frequent  and  such  angry  allusions  are 
made  from  another  quarter,  and,  for  particular 
reasons,  I  look  with  a  degree  of  reverence  and 
a  strong  regard  towards  the  fifsst.  I  listen,  too, 
with  pleasure,  generally,  to  whatever  falls  from 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Wbb- 
8TBB,)  because,  however  I  may  disapprove  the 
doctrine,  it  is,  for  the  most  part,  supported  by  ar- 
gument, as  to-day  it  was  by  eloquence.  But  it 
was,  if  I  may  so  express  It,  with  a  very  painful 
pleasure  that  I  attended  to  his  pathetic  threats 
this  morning. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  dissolution  of  this  Confeder- 
«ey  is  a  national  misfortune,  upon  which  I  never 
think  without  great  nain.  The  political  school 
in  which  I  have  maae  my  inconsiderable  acqui- 
sitions, abhors  and  deprecates  so  desperate  a  re- 
sort. I  know  of  but  one  evil  more  to  be  dreaded. 
But  there  is  one,  and  of  that  one  I  inform  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire.  It  is  the  de- 
terring those  States  who  hold  a  legitimate  as- 
cendency in  the  Government  from  any  measure 
whatever,  by  the  threat  of  a  dismemberment  as 
the  consequence  of  it.  Whenever  this  is  the 
case,  the  union  is  virtually  dissolyed.  The  sub- 
stance is  gone,  and  nothios  remains  but  the  shad- 
ow— ^a  cokl  and  melancholy  shade  of  authority— 
without  warmth,  without  life — contemptible  to 
our  enemies,  and  formidable  only  to  ourselves. 
Minorities  have  their  rights,  and  I  should  be  one 
of  the  last  to  infringe  upon  them.    But  majori- 


ties have  duties  too,  and  duties  to  be  performed 
at  e^^tY  hazard. 

Sir,  we  have  been  but  too  long  threatened  with 
dissolution^  but  too  often  deterred  from  proper 
and  Constitutional  purposes  by  such  apprehen- 
sions. The  same  ground  was  taken  in  the  same 
quarter  against  the  embargo  laws.  The  same 
threats.  But  there  was  no  resistance  to  those 
very  severe  and  unpalatable  acts;  and  I  trust 
there  will  be  none  to  this  militia  bill.  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  will.  But  whether  there  will 
or  not  shall  have  no  influence  upon  me.  If  I 
consider  the  thing  just,  I  shall  vote  for  it  and 
maintain  it,  leaving  results  to  themselves.  Is 
there  nothing,  sir,  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Pe- 
nobscot but  one  vast  sea  of  Administration?  Is 
there  no  country  left  to  embark  upon?  Have 
we  no  wrongs  to  avenge  ?  No  rights  to  assert  ? 
No  enemy  to  contend  with  ?  No  home  to  feel 
for?  Or  do  gentlemen  consider  their  country 
(to  adopt  a  figure  of  Mr.  Burke's^  a  ccarte  blanche^ 
on  which  they  may  scribble  what  they  please. 
For  my  part,  I  rise  to-day,  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
advocate  of  no  administration.  I  have  taken 
the  floor  to  assert  the  cause  of  mv  country 
against  its  foreign  enemy :  and  I  thins  the  con« 
juncture  has  well  nigh  arrived  when  both  Ad- 
ministration and  Opposition  may  give  way  to 
nobler  views  than  those  of  reviling  and  destroy* 
iog  each  other.  It  is  a  fact,  at  once  mortifying 
and  alarming,  that  England  is  waging  hostilities, 
not  against  your  Union  and  resources,  but  against 
your  divisions  and  prejudices.  Reserving  all  my 
animosity  for  her,  and  anxious  to  defend  our  com- 
mon cause,  permit  me  cursorily  to  inquire  whe- 
ther it  is  really  so  low  and  so  wretched  as  seems 
to  be  imagined.  I  am  not  disposed.  I  think  it 
would  be  out  of  date  at  this  time  ot  day,  to  in- 
quire into  the  wisdom  of  the  declaration  of  war. 
which  is  besieged  with  such  pertinacious  ana 
preposterous  denunciation  by  almost  every  mem* 
ber  of  this  House,  whq  rises  to  oppose  any  meas- 
ure now  necessary  for  sustaining  the  contest  in 
which  we  are  involved.  But  this  I  will  say,  that 
I  have  no  doubt,  whe^iever  the  parties  and  pas- 
sions of  the  moment  shall  be  mellowed  and  melted 
down  by  the  lapse  of  years  and  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, that  declaration  will  be  recorded  by 
the  historian  as  the  wisest  and  most  fortunate  act 
in  the  annals  of  America.  I  had  not  the  honor 
of  voting  for  the  declaration,  of  war — I  wish  I 
had.  With  a  full  and  a  keen  sense  of  all  the 
dangers  and  difficulties  it  has  brought  upon  ua^  I 
would  vote  for  it  now  were  it  again  in  question. 
Yes,  sir,  were  we  now  in  June,  1812,  and  had  I 
the  faculty  to  pierce  the  veil  of  futurity  and  dis- 
cover all  that  has  happened  since,  I  would  not 
hesitate.  The  venerable  patriot  whose  mortal 
remains  we  latelv  consigned  to  the  earth,  (the 
Vice  President,  Mr.  Gbbby.)  with  the  obsequies 
that  became  bis  services  and  his  station,  does  not 
bequeath  to  his  posterity  a  richer  inheritance  of 
public  gratitude  for  the  vote  he  gave  for  inde- 
pendence on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  than  will  de- 
scend upon  his  children  from  any  member  of  this 
Congress,  who,  from  pure  and  patriotic  consider- 
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ftlioD8,  (UDd  I  c«B  rappose  nooe  otherj)  voted  for 
the  war  on  the  18th  of  June,  1812.  It  is  true 
that  we  have  experienced  since  then  a  great  Ta- 
riety  of  for  tones,  and  that  we  are  now  arrived  at 
a  conjuncture  big  with  portentous  events.  But 
to  appreciate  our  situation  properlv.  we  should 
inquire  not  what  it  is  or  msy  be,  out  what  it 
would  and  must  have  been  if  war  had  not  been 
resorted  to.  What  then  would  have  been  our 
condition?  We  might  indeed  have  slumbered 
on  through  1612  and  1813  in  theprotracted  tor- 
por of  an  ignominious  peace.  We  might  have 
still  clung  to  a  sorry  remnant  of  the  rags  of  trade. 
We  might  have  remained  in  morbid  neutrality, 
watching  the  phases  of  the  moon  in  Borope.  We 
might  have  witnessed  those  astonishing  tmnsac^ 
tions  there,  which,  crowding  the  business  of  cen- 
turies into  the  space  of  months,  have  overthrown 
the  Colossus  of  the  Continent,  and  bestrode  his 
fallen  carcass  with  that  of  the  Colossus  of  the 
Seas.  We  might  have  hailed  the  ascendant  star 
of  England  with  a  joy  unmixed  with  apprehen* 
sfon,  unadulterated  with  hostility.  We  might 
still  have  amused  ourselves  with  rurious  factions 
and  the  war  of  words.  Restrictive  svstems,  and 
other  such  political  polemics,  would  have  never 
fhiled  to  separate  us  mto  unrelenting  parties,  just 
as  we  are  marked  off  now.  As  to  making  pre- 
paration for  hostilities  under  such  circumstances. 
It  is  absurd  to  talk  about  it.  And  when  the 
Spring  came  for  our  reanimation  fVom  this  torpid, 
creeping,  odious,  mikerable  state^  to  what  sort  of 
vernal  [Measures  should  we  have  risen  u|^  1  With 
all  the  original  causes  of  complaint  existing,  and 
aggravated,  between  you  and  England— 4br  not 
one  of  them  would  nave  disappeared  but  from 
your  demonstrations  of  resisCance-^without  an 
officer  or  a  soldier,  a  fortification  or  an  equipment, 
distracted  at  home,  despised  abroad,  you  would 
have  been  east  upon  the  tender  mercies  and  the 
magnanimity  of  Qreat  Britain.  And  what  has 
been  your  experience  of  those  mercies,  of  that 
magnanimity  1  What  claims  hnve  you  beyond 
the  L)tttch,  the  Irish,  the  Bast  Indian,  or  the  Por- 
tuguese, to  the  forbearance  and  the  fondness  of 
your  mother  country  ?  Has  your  Revolution  left 
no  sting  ?  Or  has  your  subsequent  prosperity  in- 
flicted no  pang?  Holland,  annexed  to  England, 
in  return  for  the  Dutch  emancipation  from  the 
yoke  of  France,  is  the  volume  in  which  you  may 
read  your  own  fate.  I  refer  gentlemen  to  an  ex- 
tract from  the  Leyden  Gazette,  lately  published 
in  our  newspapers,  by  which  it  appears  that  not 
•  Dutch  vessel  is  to  sail  without  a  British  license. 
And  what  right  have  we  to  be  preferred  to  the 
Dutch  ?  Instead  of  a  question  whether  the  Can- 
adms  should  be  annexed  to  the  United  States, 
there  would  have  been  no  question  as  to  the  an- 
nexation of  the  United  States  to  the  Canadas. 
If  a  lady  is  to  be  found  in  this  reprobate  region 
worthy  to  be  united  in  mnrriage  with  one  of  the 
worthies  of  the  iUustrioos  house  of  Brunswick-, 
we  should  have  been  wedded  to  our  ci<^ffant 
mother,  with  ail  the  blessings  of  the  incestuous 
Union.  This,  sir,  is  but  a  fiiint  outline  of  the 
destiny  of  Americft,  but  for  the  attitude,  the 


character^  and  the  means  of  self-preservation,  for 
all  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  this  war. 

It  is  true,  to  be  sure,  that  we  have  been  con* 
signed,  almost  without  a  thought  from  nations 
wnose  battles  we  are  fighting,  (particularly  that 
one  which  oflfered  its  mediation)  to  the  bloody  and 
ferocious  visitation  of  those  modern  Buccaneers, 
who  have  carried  their  calicoes  for  sale  through- 
out the  world  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  plung- 
ing the  bayonet  into  every  bosom  that  refused  to 
cover  itself  with  the  calico—who  have  wrapped 
the  four  comers  of  the  earth  in  flames  for  a  mo- 
nopoly of  manufactures.  We  could  not  dress  hot 
in  their  broadcloths.  We  could  not  eat  but  with 
their  hardwares.  We  could  not  sleep  but  in  their 
blankets.  They  had  reduced  us  to  Lord  Chatham's 
wish.  Not  a  hob-nail  but  was  English.  They 
had  us  effectually  recolonized,  without  bloodshed 
or  expense.  But  this  did  not  content  them.  They 
must  act  the  farcical  tragedy  which  Franeeper- 
formed  with  Spain.  America  belonged  to  Eng- 
land^ in  effect,  as  much  as  Fiance  belonged  to 
Spam.  But  the  goose  muse  be  killed  that  laid 
the  golden  egg.  To  this  we  demurred — we  re- 
sist^. After  a  series  of  endurance  and  procras- 
tination, to  which  I  never  can  recur  without 
shame  and  sorrow,  we  finally  resisted.  If  we  had 
begun  the  contest  with  the  cause  of  it,  it  would 
have  ended  long  ago,  and  ended  to  our  honori 
But  we  deferred  it  till  the  eve  of  a  fundameoml 
revolution  of  things  in  Burope,  which,  instead  of 
turning  European  polities  to  our  account,  has  left 
us  England  single-handed  on  our  hanos.  W« 
have  accordingly  suffered  ail  that  the  comhina-- 
tion  of  British  power  and  British  perfidy  could 
inflict ;  no  inconsideiahle  matter,  sir-^for  British 
power,  for  the  purposes  of  distant  maritime  ag- 
gression, is  the  most  formidable  in  the  world; 
and  I  dctfy  all  history,  ancient  as  well  as  modern, 
sacred  and  profane,  for  parallels  with  British 
perfidy.  We  have  endured  invasion,  prosecuted 
avowedly  in  defianee  of  the  laws  of  civilised  war>- 
fftre.  After  sacking  our  Capital,  the  enemy,  for 
the  first  time.  I  believe,  that  Christendom  ever 
witnessed  such  an  act,  has  proclaimed  his  purpose 
to  ravage  and  destroy  beyond  the  precincts  of 
humanity.  We  have  had  warriors  to  contend 
with,  wnose  first  reinforcement  was  from  the 
savage  of  your  borders— whose  last  appeal  was 
to  the  pirate  lurking  on  our  shores.  Ail  this  we 
have  undergone— the  overcharged  eruption  from 
the  volcano  of  British  aggression.  But  we  sur- 
vive. The  white  heat  of  the  fiery  ordeal  has  sub- 
sided ;  and  we  find  ourselves  breathing  again ; 
with  our  union,  our  spirit,  our  resources,  our  ter^ 
ritory  |  unsubdued,  except  the  strip  on  the  Penob- 
scot—slowly,  it  must  be  confessed,  but  too  slowly 
making  preparation  for  another  campaign.  Never 
was  stratagem  more  hollow,  more  perfidious,  more 
cruel,  more  base  than  the  overture  last  Winter  bf 
the  Bramble— a  strata^m  against  which  thia 
House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  reoollect  that  I 
then  admonished  them.  Never  was  warfare  more 
barbarous,  more  inhuown,  more  brutal,  more  un- 
manly than  thai  waged  against  us  by  the  English » 
pending  the  negotiation  mr  peace,  to  which  thof 
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gave  the  inviuitkiD.  It  has  e^^cUed  afainsl  thorn 
at  one  QDanimous  spirit  of  hearty  detestation. 
An  honorable  gentleman  of  the  other  House  (Mr. 
KiHO^)  for  whose  person  and  character  I  shall  al- 
ways cherish  the  most  affectionate  regard,  how- 
erer  I  may  diffier  from  him  in  politics)  who  has 
not  he^n  distinguished  by  his  dislike  to  £nyland, 
has,  within  these  few  days,  pronounced  his  elo- 
quent and  severe  reprobation  of  their  remorseless 
and  sanguinary  hostilities.  Never  were  pralimi'* 
naries  of  peace  Uid  down  upon  a  broader  basis 
of  stupid  ignorance  and  infatuated  misconception 
than  those  proposed  by  the  British  Commissioners 
at  Ghent.  Never  was  inflnible  or  supercilious 
superiority  so  soon  relaxed-^never  was  a  peremp- 
tory sine  qua  non  so  soon  comi^uted  for  a  paltry 
lUi  po88ideiia.  When  gentlemen  therefore  labor 
by  the  i^ood  hour  to  prove  to  us  how  disastrous 
our  affairs  have  been,  I  beg  leave  to  commend 
them  to  the  enemy  foraeontmdiction.  I  recjuest 
them  to  inform  me  how  it  happened,  that  mighty 
England  has  so  soon  descended  from  her  towering 
heigh  t»  unless  she  has  found  reasons  in  her  reverses 
here,  to  moderate  her  tone  there.  She  knows, 
she  feels  her  disappointment.  She  recognises  it 
in  acts  too  str<mg  to  be  argued  out  of  existence 
by  all  the  rhetoric  and  all  the  logic  of  this  House. 
While  her  fleets,  without  a  single  occasion  for 
their  presence  in  an]r  other  qnarte^  have  in  vain 
attempted  to  maintain  the  paper  blockade  of  our 
coast,  our  privateers  have  enforced  an  actual  and 
absolute  blockade  of  the  coasu  of  Great  Britain. 
While  British  sbips-of-t he-line  have  degraded  the 
naval  character  hj  every,  speoies  of  vile  exaction 
and  dastardly  mischief  upon  these  shores,  the 
American  corsair  has  visited  the  shores  of  Eng- 
land with  examples  of  heroism  and  humanity. 
The  privateer  has  taught  the  man-of-war  the  les- 
son of  his  art — how  to  conquer  and  how  to  be 
generous.  There  are  some  vestiges,  it  must  be 
acknowledged,  of  British  conquest,  but  they  are 
nowhere  to  be  seen  without  the  bloody  print  of 
British  vandalism  toa  Even  this  Capitol  pre- 
sents a  diurnal  spectacle  of  mutihted  columns 
and  demolished  monuments.  But  the  blood  of 
martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  church;  and  every 
capital  in  Europe,  which  has  survived  unhurt  the 
occupation  of  a  conqueror,  resounds  with  execra- 
tion against  the  British  barbarians  who  one  day 
laid  in  ashes  the  Capital  of  America,  and  the  next 
day  fled  to  their  ships,  leaving  their  wounded  to 
the  mercy  of  those  whom  they  had  thus  alienated 
from  the  feelings  of  humanity. 

But  Canada  has  not  been  conqnered;  and  my 
fnend  from  S^iath  Cafolina  (Mr.  Ca&.houn)  has 
been  reminded  of  his  prediction,  that  it  would  be. 
To  all  the  purposes  of  that  prediction,  Canada 
has  boon  conquered.  It  was  not  that  we  desired 
to  magnify  our  Repablic  by  adding  the  Canadas 
to  the  Confederacy.  If  the  inbabiunts  could  be 
renoved,  I  shonld  not  care,  for  my  part,  if  Canada 
could  be  overflowed  by  the  ocean.  But  as  a 
maaaa  of  obtaining  peaoe.and  aot  asihe  end  of  the 
war,  theconqoest  of  the  Canadas  has  been  almost 
aehieved.  And  for  this  again  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer to  GhMit  aad  England*    We  have  perlorsied 


a  campai|^n  on  Canadian  grooiid  which  is  worth 
the  acquisition  of  ten  thousand  Canadas.  We 
have  accomplished  officers,  and  that  being  done, 
England  knows  that  we  can  create  soldiers.  Tha 
American  in  Europe  need  now  no  longer  blush 
to  be  an  American.  The  European  Who  visita 
America — after  traversing  the  oeean,  every  lati- 
tude of  which  is  in  a  blaze  with  the  naval  gloriea 
of  our  glorious  tars«--and  who  rejwirB  to  the  Falla 
of  Niagara,  as  the  most  prodigious  of  nature's 
wonders,  will  find  every  species  of  classic  recol- 
lection superadded  to  the  natural  prodigy  of  the 
scene.  The  grounds  round  the  Fails  ofNiagara 
are  all  sancti&d  with  romantic  exploits  and  bril* 
iiant  achievements — achievements  which  have 
plucked  the  military  as  well  as  the  naval  plume 
from  British  brows^whioh  have  been  followed 
by  the  congratulations  and  applause  of  the  whole 
American  people.  Whether  the  campaign  has 
been  well  or  ill  conducted,  on  the  part  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, I  cannot  stop  to  inquire.  Whether 
General  Izard  ought  to  have  been  here  aad  Gen» 
era!  Brown  there,  or  what  share  the  Administra- 
tion should  have  of  credit  or  ceneore  for  these 
operations,  I  neither  knaw  nor  care.  It  answera 
all  my  purposes  that  they  redound  to  the  honor 
of  the  eountry-— that  they  enhaaae  the  American 
name  at  the  expense  of  the  eaeny  of  America—' 
the  rest  in  matter  of  controversy  with  which  I 
cannot  disturb  ray  feelings. 

Our  ministers  in  fiUirope  may  now  with  honest 
pride  and  independence  declare  to  those  potentates 
who  shrunk  from  our  assistance,  though  oar  causd 
was  theirs,  because  they  dared  not  aid  us— We 
have  uiumphed  without  your  reinforcement,  ayi 
withom  even  your  oounienanee,  we  have  van- 
quished the  vietors  of  your  coaqaerors^  We  do 
not  ask  your  alliance.  We  do  not  stand  in  need 
of  it.  With  the  blessing  of  Gtod,  and  owr  meaosi 
we  can  do  without  it.  All  that  we  ask  of  you  is, 
to  cause  your  neutml  rights  to  be  respected  as  wa 
have  caused  ours  to  be.  Learn  from  our  example 
how  strong  a  »>od  cause  renders  the  weak  against 
the  mighty.  Betrayed  by  inordinate  love  of  peace 
and  the  infamous  double  dealing  of  England  into 
but  partial  preparation  for  war^  we  were  overtakea 
unawares  by  fearful  odds.  You  thought,  no  doubts 
that  the  chances  were  against  ue.  But,  after  a 
whole  campaign  of  our  infernal  enemy's  utmost 
scope,  not  a  wreath  of  laurel  have  we  lost  nor  aa 
inch  of  ground,  exeeptinff  a  small  part  which  was 
not  defended  as  it  should  have  been.  My  life 
upon  it,  air,  the  magnanimous  Alexander  will 
find  that  hie  esteem  for  us  is  greater  than  he  sup« 
posed  it ',  and  Lpuis  the  Desired,  in  1815,  like  his 
predecessor  in  1778,  will  generously  press  in  with 
bis  assistance,  since  he  perceives  that  we  can  do 
without  it. 

But  we  most  have  armies,  and  we  must  have 
money.  I  venture  to  assert,  that  the  mere  enact* 
meat,  by  soaietbiag  like  unanimity  in  this  House, 
of  a  good  military  system,  with  indications  of 
acquiescence  in  il  out  of  doors,  would  secure  us  a 
peace  forthwith,  without  the  necessity  of  enforo- 
ing  the  system.  I  appeal  to  those  gentlemen,  who 
are  so  elamorotts  for  peace,  to  coalesce  for  an  ob» 
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ject  80  desirable.  That  gystem,  in  my  opinion,  is 
a  classification  of  the  white  male  population  of 
the  country  for  the  purpose  of  a  draught  into  the 
regular  armies.  You  may  call  it  by  what  odious 
ugly  name  you  will — conscription  or  what  not — 
but  it  is  the  only  sufficient,  the  only  republican, 
the  only  fair,  the  only  equal  plan  for  applying  the 
physical  means  to  the  end  of  common  military 
defence  and  protection.  Sir,  vast  improvements 
have  taken  place  in  the  military  art  since  the  last 
twenty  years.  All  Europe  has  in  effect  adopted 
these  improvements;  and  this  country  will  be  left 
lamentably  behind  in  the  march  of  mankind,  un- 
less, like  the  rest,  it  adopts  them  too.  What  are 
they,  sir?  Simply  a  return  to  the  great  cardinal 
principles  of  republican  Qovernment-^to  the  prin- 
ciples which  maintained  Rome  for  so  many  cen- 
turies on  the  ascendant,  and  again  for  so  many 
uenturies  on  the  decline,  before  her  mere  deeleo- 
sion  dimppeared  in  the  darkness  of  the  middle 
ages.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mil- 
iab)  was  mistaken  in  sup];)osing  that  the  MUUia 
Bonumonim  admitted  of  either  alternative  or  ex- 
emption. There  was  no  such  thing.  Every  citi- 
zen was  in  fact  a  soldier.  Every  citizen  was 
compelled  to  serve  his  country  under  arms,  and 
DO  citizen  was  permitted  to  be  elevated  to  civil 
honor  who  had  not  served  them  in  the  military 
field.  It  is  some  time,  sir,  since  I  read  Polybius ; 
and  Washinffton  is  not  the  best  place  on  earth  for 
reference  to  Dooks.  But  unless  I  am  quite  wrong 
in  my  remembrance,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  find,  in  the  7th  book  of  that  work,  the 
Roman  system  as  I  have  stated  it.  But  it  is 
somewhat  scholastic  to  refer  to  such  anthorities. 
Let  us  come  down  to  the  later  times.  We  all 
know  the  military  tenures,  the  scutage,  the  knight 
service,  dbc.,  by  which  the  vassal  was  bound  to 
serve  his  lord,  his  lord  the  duke,  and  the  duke  his 
sovereign.  We  know  the  base  and  arriere  law, 
which  used  to  carry  men  into  the  field  for  short 
and  insufficient  terms  of  service.  We  read,  at 
still  more  recent  periods,  of  the  Condottieri,  the 
Hessians,  the  Walloons,  the  various  mercenaries, 
which  for  the  most  part  composed  the  armies  of 
Europe.  We  know  that  the  great  Frederick 
fought  his  famous  seven  years'  war  with  troops 
of  this  description.  But  these  again  may  be 
thrown  out  ot  view,  together  with  the  Roman 
precedent.  I  invite  gentlemen  to  accompany  me 
to  England  for  a  conscription,  and  I  pledge  my- 
self to  find  them  one  of  the  iharshest  and  most 
unequal  kind-— not  impressment  for  the  sea,  but 
conscription  for  the  land  service.  I  invite,  par- 
ticularly, the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  (Mr.  WebstbbI  to  the  book  I 
am  about  to  read  from— it  is  the  English  Statutes 
at  Large — a  treatise  with  which  his  pursuits  ought 
to  make  him  peculiarly  conversant.  Here,  where 
there  are  no  nauffhty  assignats  nor  Napoleons ; 
here,  in  this  adorable  land  of  liberty  and  wisdom, 
here  we  shall  find  conscription  at  full  length. 

[Mr.  Inoerboll  then  read  several  sections  of 
an  act  of  Parliament  for  recruiting  the  regular 
army,  enacted  in  1756,  and  to  be  found  in  tbe7tfa 
Tolume  of  the  English  Statutes  at  Large,  page 


625,  28  G.,  3  c.  4 ;  and  from  another  act,  enacted 
in  1757,  to  be  found  in  the  8th  volume  of  these 
Statutes,  pa^e  11,  30  Q.  2,  c.  8.] 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears  that  Lord  Chatham  planned 
and  Wolfe  executed  a  precedent  for  Bonaparte's 
conscriptive  system.  Here  we  find  that  all  per- 
sons without  emplo|rment  are  to  be  draughted 
into  the  King's  service.  For  how  long  ?  Five 
years!  From  what  ages?  From  seventeen  to 
forty-five.  For  how  much  ?  For  forty  shillings 
a  head.  By  what  means?  By  seizing  on  their 
persons,  and  throwing  them  into  confinement  till 
the  recruiting  sergeant  was  readv  to  receive  their 
translation  to  the  ranks.  And  wno  were  intended 
by  her  sons  out  of  employment?  The  yeomanry 
of  the  country.  How  does  this  appear?  Most 
conclusively  from  that  section  which  excepts  them 
in  the  time  of  harvest.  It  was  not  the  lounger, 
the  gentleman,  the  man  of  fortune,  the  cockney, 
that  Lord  Chatham  laid  hold  of  as  a  person  with- 
out employment.  Oh,  no!  his  lordship  knew 
better.  He  has  left,  to  be  sure,  the  impression  of 
the  energies  of  his  character  and  administration 
upon  this  act  of  Parliament.  But  he  had  not  the 
jacobin  temerity  to  meddle  with  the  privileged 
orders;  that  was  reserved  for  the  Corsican,  who, 
with  his  own  scymitar,  cut  his  own  way  to  a 
throne;  and  who,  with  all  the  vulgar  prejudices 
of  his  former  situation,  devised  and  executed  a 
scheme  for  making  gentlemen  serve  their  country 
just  like  common  people.  Oh,  the  monster !  The 
yeoman,  whom  Lord  Chatham  forced  into  Gen- 
eral Wolfe's  army,  had  no  friend  at  court.  Like 
the  ten  thousand  American  seamen  in  British 
ships,  he  might  have  writhed  in  anguish  till  the 
flesh  rotted  from  his  bones,  without  an  advocate 
to  assert  his  claims,  unless  the  merchant  had  be- 
come a  sufferer  too,  and  clamored  his  country  into 
a  war  against  Orders  in  Council.  Lord  Chat- 
ham violated  only  the  sanctuary  of  the  cottage. 
But  Napoleon  intruded  on  the  palace. 

And  for  what  war,  in  particular,  was  it  that 
this  act  of  Parliament  raised  men  by  conscription? 
For  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Chatham  was  the 
minister,  and  Wolfe  the  commander — names  dear 
to  England — illustrious  and  venerable  names.  I 
subscribe  to  the  sentiments,  and  quote  the  lan- 
guage of  a  modern  poet,  that  it  is — 

''Praise  enough 
To  fill  the  ambition  of  a  private  man. 
That  Chatham's  language  was  his  mother  tongue. 
And  Wolfe's  great  name  compatriot  with  hit  own." 

Thus  it  appears,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Napoleon 
had  a  precedent,  an  English  precedent,  tor  his 
conscription.  To  argue  the  objections  to  this 
system,  from  its  abuse  by  the  late  French  Empe- 
ror, is  a  false  mode  of  argument.  He  did  abuse 
the  engine,  to  the  most  extensive,  and  wanton, 
and  abominable  ends.  But  it  does  by  no  means 
follow,  therefore,  that  the  system  itself  is  a  bad 
one. 

Have  we  no  American  great  name  associated 
with  this  system,  which  seems  to  excite  at  once 
all  the  Oog  and  Magog  terrors,  that  one  would 
think  ought  by  this  time  to  be  baniahed  to  the 


817 


HISTORY  OF  CONaBBSS. 


818 


Dbobmbbb,  1614. 


Mmtia  IhaughU, 


H.  OP  R. 


kAand  of  BIba?  We  haft,  sir,  a  name  neTer 
mentiooed  but  with  rcTerenee ;  oerer  uttered  \vf 
the  toogoe  withont  a  glow  of  the  beart*  Genera! 
WiSBiNOTON,  after  remonstrating  for  three  or 
four  years  in  vain  against  militia  and  short  en* 
listments,  was  eonstraioed  at  last  to  hare  recourse 
to  classification  and  dranght;  and  oar  liberties 
were  ultimately  gained  by  American  conscripts. 
Not,  indeed,  until  onr  towns  were  occupied  and 
sacked,  onr  shores  in  flames,  and  our  prejudices 
subdued  hj  our  stronger  feeliBgs--a  course  of  dis- 
cipline which  I  am  afraid  will  again  be  necessary. 
Our  strong  measures  are  almost  always  reserved 
for  the  next  year  after  the  occasion  for  them. 

We  haTC  ascertained  that  neither  militia  nor 
▼oluntary  enlistments  are  to  be  relied  upon.  The 
fatal  doctrine  of  citizen-soldier  (as  we  adhere  to 
it)  has  cost  us  more  money,  more  blood,  more 
mourning,  in  six  months,  than  a  war  of  six  years 
should  or  would  cost  under  proper  military  organ* 
izatioo.  For  proof  of  this,  go  to  the  camp  at 
£fllicott's  Mills,  in  this  neighborhood ;  see  every 
fourth  man  on  his  sick  bed,  or  rather  sick  without 
a  bed  to  lie  upon ;  every  day  a  funeral ;  count  the 
cost ;  estimate  the  expense  of  actual  disbursement 
and  of  loss  of  labor,  and  no  rational,  no  feeling 
man  can  doubt  as  to  the  shocking  inexpediency 
of  such  a  system.  I  appeal  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  BRBOKaNRiDOB)  for 
the  correctness  of  what  I  say.  With  such  dread- 
ful scenes  of  preparation  for  service,  let  me  refer 
the  Committee  to  a  still  nearer  and  still  more 
painful  scene,  for  the  inefficiency  of  militia.  I 
mean  the  affair  at  Bladensburg.  In  making  this 
reference,  I  beg  leave  to  be  understood  as  intend- 
ing to  blame  nobody,  from  the  Qeneral  down  to 
the  private.  It  always  has  been,  and  always  will 
be,  impossible  with  militia  to  contend  with  regu- 
lars. It  takes  seven  years^pprenlieeship  to  make 
a  tinker  or  a  tailor;  and  is  it  to  be  conceived 
that  the  aailitary  science  is  to  be  acquired  by  in- 
tuition? 

Sueh  are  the  militiamen,  and  what  are  they, 
obtained  by  what  is  termed  voluntary  enlistment  ? 
Go  to  the  recruiting  rendezvous  for  information. 
A  poor  ignorant  creature  is  cajoled  into  the  dram- 
shop, and  betrayed  into  intoxication ;  when  his 
senses  are  gone,  the  Evangelists  are  put  into  his 
hands,  and  he  is  called  upon  to  invoke  the  Al- 
mighty to  witness  his  engagement  to  serve  his 
country ;  a  bounty  is  thrust  into  his  pocket ;  a 
cap  is  put  upon  his  head,  and  he  becomes  a  sol- 
dier. When  the  fit  of  drunkenness  ^ oea  ofi;  he  is 
informed  of  his  enlistment ;  he  denies  it ;  he  is 
manacled ;  he  resists ;  he  is  confined,  until  finally 
he  is  subdued  into  voluntary  ealistment.  Let  me 
not  be  asked  why  I  support  a  war  which  involves 
these  evils.  I  answer,  that  war  is  itself  an  evil, 
but  a  necessary  one.  Whereas  these  disgusting 
practices  may  be  easily  avoided.  They  are  one 
of  onr  English  legacies.  Recruiting  is  a  brutal 
exercise  of  violence  and  fraud  over  mental  alien- 
ation. It  is  an  image  of  the  bastard  liberty  of 
England*    It  is  slavery  called  liberty. 

The  substitute  for  it  iz  the  most  simple,  the 
moat  republicaii,  the  moat  equal  and  unexceptioa- 


able  system  in  the  world — that  of  militia  classifi* 
cation  and  draught  That  is^  militia  as  it  should 
be,  not  as  it  is.  Of  all  countries  in  the  world,  thia 
is  the  one  best  adapted  to  sueh  a  system.  It  is 
here,  alone,  that  all  men  are  treated  as  equals.  ' 
By  this,  I  do  not  mean  any  revolutionary  equality. 
No;  education,  and  even  wealth,  place  their  pos- 
sessors above  the  illiterate  and  the  indigent.  In 
spite  of  all  ihey  do,  fortune  will  make  her  own 
selections,  and  laws  cannot  control  them.  The 
most  powerful  and  consistent  arffument  extant  in 
favor  of  republicanism,  is  to  be  found  in  the  New 
Testament;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  posi- 
tive authority  for  the  graduation  of  the  social 
order.  Foi;  as  the  great  republican  poet  hasi  ex* 
pressed  it,  ^  orders  and  degrees  jar  not  with  liberty, 
but  well  consist,"  But,  then,  it  should  be  the 
constant  endeavor  of  Gk>veroment  to  maintain  a 
perfect  equality  in  all  civil  enjoyments  and  im» 
positions ;  to  burden  the  poor  with  nothing  that 
does  not  fall  likewise  on  the  rich  $  to  call  upon 
the  latter  according  to  their  opulence  for  peou« 
niary  aid  \  and  not  to  call  upon  the  former  for 
aav  personal  services  that  are  not  exacted  of  all 
alike.  Upon  these  principles  emphatically  does 
that  n&ilitacy  system  rest,  which,  by  whatever 
title  denominated,  classifies  a  population  and 
compels  them  to  serve  withont  exemption  or  res- 
ervation. 

As  to  the  constitutionality  of  this  measure,  I 
refuse  to  argue  it.  I  hold  it  to  be  too  clear  for 
argument  Independent  of  the  explicit  terms  of 
the  Constitution,  this  power  is  inherent  in  the 
nature  of  Government  Its  exercise  and  extent 
must  be  referred  for  their  re|[ulation  to  a  sound 
discretion.  I  adopt  the  sentiment  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Military  Committee,  (Mr.  Troup,) 
that  the  Constitution  authorizes  it,  and  that,  if  it 
does  not,  such  a  Constitution  is  not  worth  regard- 
ing ot  having. 

That  it  would  be  popular,  (I  mean  in  the  legit- 
imate acceptation  of  popularity,  agreeable  to  the 
people  at  large,)  I  have  no  doubt,  because  it  calls 
upon  them  for  no  doty  that  is  not  necessary  and 
common  to  all.  And  the  people  never  murmur 
at  such  calb.  In  that  portion  of  the  country  with 
which  I  have  any  acquaintance,  I  am  sure  it  has 
been  expected  from  Congress,  and  would  be  re- 
ceived with  pleasure,  as  the  best  alternative  for 
the  oppressive  militia  functions.  Whether  it 
would  be  odious  or  resisted,  as  is  threatened  else- 
where, is  not  for  me  to  determine.  I  can  tell  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Web- 
STBR,)  however,  that  the  glowing  picture  he  has 
drawn  of  its  effects  is  but  faintly  shadowed  to 
that  which  this  country  will  present,  unless  some 
energetic  and  adequate  system  be  enforced.  The 
late  developments  from  Europe  place  us,  sir,  upon 
critical  ground.  On  one  side,  all  is .  peace,  pros- 
perity, renown,  and  respect.  On  the  other,  war 
interminable,  disunion,  devastation,  disgrace,  and 
irretrievable  ruin.  Dismemberment  would  be  but 
a  little  misfortune,  contrasted  with  what  loay  be 
oar  lot,  unless  we  rise  up  to  the  exigency.  The 
dangers  of  despotism  which  are  imagined,  «Lt« 
alaratng,  it  mnat  be  confessed ;  bat  they  ar«  not 
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80  awfol  as  the  dcgrtchttioo  and  miaery  which 
may  rasult  from  a  fear  to  do  what  our  poaiiion 
demands.  Conrulsion  is  no  more  to  be  dreaded 
thaa  paralysis.  For  myself,  I  see  do  peril  but  in 
our  own  divtsioDs.  The  Repoblic  is  perfectly 
safe,  if  we  pursae  those  energetic  and  powerful 
measures  which  alone  can  save  ns«-whieh  alone 
are  consistent  with  our  duty,  and  commensurate 
with  the  oceasioa. 
Mr.  Shipberd  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman,  should  it  be  my  good  fortune 
to  secure  the  attention  of.  the  Committee,  I  shall 
submit  a  few  humble  redarks  upon  the  interest^* 
ing  question  which  is  under  consideration.  One 
more  so,  has  rarely,  in  my  opinion,  if  ever  occu- 

Sied  the  deliberation  of  Congress.  All  that  is 
car  to  freedom,  hangs  upon  the  decision — in 
forming  which  we  must  say  to  our  fellow-citizens, 
henceforth  be  ye  slaves;  relinquish  that  blood- 
bought  freedom  for  which  your  fathers  fought,  or 
still  enjoy  ye  its  blessings.  We  are  to  say,  sir, 
whether  they  shall  be  dragged  forth  to  die  in  the 
camp,  or  be  slaughtered  in  the  field,  or  still  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  domestic  life  with  its  pursuits  and 
emoluments.  Whether,  in  obedience  to  the  aw- 
ful mandate  of  despotic  power,  they  must  be 
forced  from  the  protection  of  civil  to  the  rigours 
of  military  law^marched  from  all  the  heart 
holds  dear,  this  side  the  grave,  to  encounter  the 
perils^  hardships,  and  privations  of  war,  or  still 
reposing  in  security  under  the  shadow  of  an  un- 
vtolaied  Constitution,  present  the  heartfelt  offer- 
ing of  thanks  to  Heaven  for  liberty  and  protection. 
On  a  question  of  such  moment,  we  ought  to 
proceed  with  the  utmost  caution,  taking  sood 
care  that  we  do  not  lose  forever  the  most  valued 
blessings  of  life,  by  the  indulgence  of  a  mistaken 
aeal  to  prosecute  with  effect  an  unhappy  war. 
Yes,  sir,  before  we  adopt  a  measure  so  new  and 
extraordinary,  one  which  must  strike  at  the  vitals 
of  civil  liberty,  we  are  admonished  by  every 
serious  consideration  to  investigate  with  all  our 
skill,  and  then  say  whether,  by  passing  the  bill 
before  yon,  we  do  not  overleap  the  bounds  of  our 
authority,  and  tread  on  forbidden  ground.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  we  should  do  so,  and  therefore  it  is  a 
sacred  duty  with  me  to  protest  asainst  the  mea* 
sure.  If  you  are  determined  to  aig  the  ffrave  of 
your  country's  freedom,  when  the  awfuideed  is 
done,  you  shall  not  be  left  the  excuse  to  say  to  an 
accusmg  conscience,  "  I  was  was  not  warned  of 
the  rash  step  before  it  was  too  late  to  retrieve  it." 
No,  sir,  not  even  this  slender  consolation  will  be 
permitted  us,  if,  in  defiance  of  the  soundest  prio- 
eiples  of  the  Gh>veroment,  we  shall  strip  from  oar 
countrymen  the  shield  of  their  libertie8« 

The  member  impressed  with  this  belief,  would 
prove  a  coward  in  his  dutr,  if.  in  dread  of  the 
frowns  of  a  mfajority,  he  shoald  barter  the  re- 
wards growing  out  of  the  exercise  of  honest  con- 
▼iotions  for  indemnity  against  their  rasentments. 

Much,  sir,  has  been  said,  which  related  more 
to  the  measures  of  Administration  generally^  than 
the  particular  topic  presented  by  the  mouon  of 
mr  honorable  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Miller,) 
which  in  my  mintl  is,  first :  whether  Coogreae 


have  a  Constitutional  right  to  pass  the  bill  1  If 
so,  then,  secondly,  whether  the  interest  of  the 
country  demands  the  exercise  of  a  power  so  ex* 
traordinary  ?  I  propose,  Mr.  Chairmna,  to  ex* 
amine  these  two  points. 

The  inquiry  then,  sir,  is,  first,  does  the  CoBSti* 
totion  delejgate  to  Congress  the  riffht  to  make 
laws  coercing  the  citizens  of  the  Uiiioa  into  the 
armies  thereof?  If  it  does  not,  pur  legiaiatittf 
on  this  subject  must  cease,  for  whatever  mar  be 
the  necessity  of  a  meaeure  which  cannot  be  adopt- 
ed without  an  usurpation  of  pow«r,  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  that  necessity  muat 
give  place  to  the  more  tmnostng  duty  of  keepiDg 
withm  its  limits.  In  other  words,  unless  the 
Constitution  has  expressly  given  the  power  to  the 
Legislature  to  fill  the  ranks  of  our  armies  or  cro» 
ate  new  armies  by  compulsion,  it  is  useless  to  de- 
bate about  the  convenience,  importance,  or  even 
necessity  of  the  measure.  For  unless  authority 
is  expressly  given  or  derived  by  fair  implication, 
we  have  no  right  whatever  to  pass  the  bill.  Ail 
the  powers  which  are  not  expressly  delegated  to 
the  General  Government  are  expressly  reserved 
to  the  States.  What,  theut  sir,  are  expressly 
given  to  the  General  Government  in  relation  to 
this  subject:  they  are  two-* 

1.  To  provide  the  calii^eut  the  militia. 

2.  To  raise  armies. 

I  had  hoped,  sk,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  f  Mr.  Dovall.)  whose  talents  I 
respect,  and  which  certainly  entitle  him  ton  high 
stand  in  this  House,  would  have  shown  as  in 
what  particular  the  Constitntion  gives  os  the 
authority  contended  for  on  this  side  of  the  qaes* 
tion ;  but  hope  was  vain,  **  he  passed  by  on  the 
other  side."  Is  it  not  fair,  then,  sir,  to  say,  if 
talents  such  as  his  avoided  the  support  of  a  fa* 
vorite  topic,  that  it  cannot  be  supported  ?  He 
ingeniously  led  off"  the  Committee  by  complain- 
ing of  the  eccentric  course  of  my  hoaentble 
friend,  (Mr.  Miller,)  and  in  order  to  surround 
him,  as  he  pretended,  took  the  liberty  of  a  far 
more  extensive  route. 

Anotherquestion,  sir,  has  bean  debated  between 
gentlemen  on  my  left,  and  was  it  not  that  I  hope 
to  prove  them  both  wrong,  it  would  be  passed 
without  notice,  because  to  me  it  is  most  evident 
that  whether  the  one  or  the  other  is  right  they  are 
both  wrong.  The  question  is,  whether  the  troops 
to  be  called  or  rather  forced  out  in  pursuance  of 
the  bill  before  you  are  regulars  or  militia. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gbolson) 
pronounced  them  of  the  fornMr,  and,  thereforei 
he  would  infer  that  Congress  have  a  rifffat  to 
work  up  citizens  iato  regular  soldieri.  mt  hia 
friend  from  South  CaroUna,  (Mr.  Calbooh,) 
adhered  to  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  named  th«n 
the  latter,  and  thence  inferred  that  we  have  powar 
to  compel  them  to  serve  as  militiamen,  whatever 
may  be  the  time  or  conditions  of  service.  Here^ 
sir,  you  perceive  we  hare  different  commentaries 
from  gentlemen  of  the  same  creed  npon  the  same 
text,  and  for  the  purpoae  of  supporting  the  ^op* 
osition  laid  down,  that  we  have  no  Constitutional 
right  to  pass  this  bill,  Jt  is  a  point  of  no  impor- 
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taoee  wlietlier  tbef  are  militw  or  re^lara,  tfa« 
conseqaeooe  dedvced  by  the  gentlemen  will  not 
fbltow,  whether  these  or  those  are  the  premises. 
1  shall,  therefore,  leave  the  gentlemen  to  settle 
the  question  and  proceed^  as  mentioned,  to  show 
them  both  wrong. 

Ist.  Then,  sir,  admit  the  title  of  the  bifl  to  be 
correct,  which  most  certainly  is  not,  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument,  I  will  search  the  Constitution 
ai»d  endeavor  to  show  that  we  hare  no  power  to 
pass  the  bilL 

The  Constitution  authorizes  Congress  to  pro- 
vide ibr  calling  oat  the  militia;  in  what  cases, 
sir?    Onljr  for  the  purposes  o^ 

Ist.  To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 

dd.  To  repel  invasion ;  and 

9d«  To  suppress  insurrection. 

If,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  bill  on  your 
table  is  to  accomplish  either  of  these  objects, 
then  no  doubt  can  exist  of  a  Constitutional  right 
to  make  it  a  law. 

It  is  somewhere  said  the  prosecuting  an  offen- 
sive or  defensive  war  is  executing  the  law,  and 
therefore  the  militia  may  be  called  out  to  aid  in 
the  one  or  the  other;  but  this  must  be  an  inter- 
pretation of  meanins  so  weak  and  absurd  that  it 
never  can  be  adopted  as  sound. 

The  meaning  is  too  obvious  to  be  doubted; 
that  this  power  was  given  to  the  civil  ma^is- 
tmte  in  executing  the  municipal  law,  carrymg 
into  effect  the  sentences  of  courts  of  judicature, 
and  to  aid  in  the  civil  or  criminal  process,  in  cases 
of  resistance,  and  has  not  the  most  distant  allu- 
sion to  raising  an  invading  or  opposing  army. 
If  this  be  the  true  construction  of  this  clause, 
your  laws,  sir,  are  already  sufficient,  not  only  for 
this,  but  the  other  two  cases:  nameljr,  to  sup- 

gress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion.  Congress 
as  already  provided  amply  for  the  exigency  of 
the  three  cases,  and  there  can  be  no  necessity  of 
auxiliary  laws. 

But  most  evidently  neither  of  these  objects 
was  the  motive  which  induced  the  framing  this 
monster.  There  is  a  design  of  horrid  import 
beyond  this.  No  one  has,  no  one  will  deny  it. 
And  a  specious  purpose  is  arowed  in  the  title  of 
the  bill  to  conceal  the  occult  object.  Canada 
must  be  taken,  said  a  gentleman  Irom  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Gbolbon,)  and  to  take  Canada  are  these 
militia,  regulars,  or  mongrels,  to  be  be  dragged 
to  the  camps,  to  battle  and  slaughter. 

Sir,  you  may  call  out  the  militia  to  repel  inva* 
sion.  but  you  cannot  call  them  out  for  two 
years,  or  one,  for  a  month,  a  day,  or  even  an  hour, 
unless  the  country  is  invaded  ;  you  have  no  right 
to  anticipate  the  invasion,  it  most  exist,  in  fact, 
or  the  Constitution  doee  npt  reach  the  case.  Is 
your  coantry  invaded?  Be  it  so;  then  under 
already  existing  laws,  the  President  can  call  for 
the  militia ;  but  I  deny,  sir,  that  Congress  have  a 
right  to  make  laws  calling  out  the  militia  for  a 
definite  period,  however  short. 

It  is  most  obvioQs  from  the  wording  of  the 
Constitution,  the  militia  were  designed  as  a  spe- 
cific for  enumerated  evils,  and  in  no  other  case 
has  the  General  Goverisment  power  to  command 


them.  Will  any  honowble  gentlemen  risk  the 
charge  of  absuraity  by  contendins^  that  the  Gov* 
ernment  have  a  right  to  the  remedy,  although  the 
evil  does  not  exist.  And  it  seems  equally  absurd 
to  contend  that  they  may  be  used  as  a  remedy 
for  other  evils  than  those  enumerated.  The 
'States  had  an  exclusive  right  to  the  militia ;  and 
in  forming  the  compact  and  delegating  powera  to 
the  General  Government,  thejr  say  we  will  per- 
mit you  to  call  for  our  militia  in  three  cases, 
namely,  when  your  officers  cannot  execute  your 
laws;  when  any  of  your  citizens  rise  in  arms 
against  you,  or  when  an  enemy  shall  invade  your 
frontier.  This  is  the  utmost  extent  of  the  power 
granted,  and  can  it  possibly  follow  from  this 
grant,  that,  in  expectation  of  the  enumerated 
cases,  the  General  Government  have  a  right  to 
call  the  militia  to  camp  in  waiting  fbr  an  event 
which  may  or  may  not  happen.  If  it  does,  the 
limitation,  or  rather  the  enumeration  of  distinct 
cases  to  define  the  authority  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment is  ridiculous,  because  it  must  be  useless; 
afttd  adopting  this  Constitution,  we  are  to  sup- 
pose the  wise  men  who  framed  the  Constitution 
filled  it  up  with  unmeaning  and  useless  sentences 
to  make  it  of  sufficient  length.  For,  if  this  is 
the  construction,  your  powers  are  not  limited  at 
all ;  they  are  general,  and  it  is  only  to  say,  we 
expect  a  case  mentioned.  Therefore,  we  exercise 
our  prerogatives,  and  lex'd  the  militia  to  the 
camp.  For  how  long  ?  as  long  as  we  please,  for 
months,  years,  or  for  life,  at  our  election.  This- 
would  be  the  consequence  of  the  doctrine ;  andf 
this,  at  one  blow,  might  break  down  the  State 
sovereignties — rob  them  of  their  highest  and 
most  valued  prerogatives.  If  this  right  really 
exists  in  Congress,  the  citizens  and  State  gov« 
ernments  have  no  shield  against  their  power ;  it 
will  be  only  necessary  to  wave  its  rod,  like  a 
magic  wand,  and  the  citizens,  in  greater  or  less 
numbers,  are  instantly  metamorphosed,  and  be- 
come soldiers.  Absolute  authority  may  be  exer- 
cised over  their  liberties  and  occupations,  and  at 
oace  they  cease  to  be  freemen,  and  become 
slaves. 

But,  sir,  if  vou  adopt  the  construction  con- 
tended for  on  this  side,  you  are  again  free.  You 
at  once  perceive  a  meaning,  a  glorious  object 
congenial  with,  and  a  sure  protector  of  liberty,  in 
the  specification  of  cases  for  the  General  Gov^ 
ernment.  It  surrounds  the  citizen  with. an  im* 
pregnable  barrier  against  the  encroachments  of 
ambition ;  it  defines  his  rights  and  duties,  and 
marks  the  line  between  legitimate  power  and 
despotism. 

Destroy  this  limitation,  and  what  becomes  of 
the  State  sovereignties?  Impotent  must  be  their 
laws  without  the  means  of  executing  t  hem.  The 
respect  secured  thereby  must  be  held  on  the  pre^ 
oarioua  tenure  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  the 
General  Government.  A  tenure  at  this  time 
precarious  indeed.  Sir,  we  should  much  dislike 
a  dependence  of  (his  kind ;  let  us  keep  our  State 
governments  on  the  old  ground,  "  by  the  grace  of 
God  free  and  independent."  You  will  gain  no« 
thing  by  swallowing  us;  we  shall  disturb  and 
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sicken  you  withio,  and  compel  you,  like  Jooab's 
whale,  to  throw  as  up. 

This  coustruetion  of  the  CoDstitution  is  suited 
to  the  ootioDs  eater taiaed  at  its  adoption.  I  mean 
the  jealousies  which  were  cherished  by-  the 
States,  and  which  were  so  strong  towards  the 
General  Government  as  to  threaten  the  rejection 
of  that  instrument.  These  jealousies  not  only 
exist  in  history,  but  in  the  recollection  of  thou- 
sands, indeed^  in  the  very  paper  itself  and  its 
amendments,'  Why  does  it  reserve  to  the  Stales 
all  powers  which  are  not  expressly  deieffated, 
bat  from  the  caution  just  mentioned  ?  If  the 
States  were  willing  to  intrust  the  Government 
of  the  Union  with  absolute  dominion  over  their 
liberties,  property,  and  other  privileges,  tell  me 
why  all  those  checks  and  restraints  are  imposed 
upon  your  National  Legislature?  Now,  sir,  if  we 
find  the  Constitution  framed  with  so  much  cau- 
tion, avoiding  any  oppugnation  of  the  essential 
principlev'of  State  sovereignty,  can  any  discreet 
man  believe  that  the  States  which  had  won  their 
independence  by  the  dint  of  their  own  sovereign 
arms,  merely  advised  by  Congress,  and  trem- 
blingly alive  to  their  interests,  fearing  lest  the 
new  Government  should  curtail  their  preroga- 
tives, reserving  all  pK>wers  not  delegated,  should 
without  any  limitation  give  up  to  the  absolute 
control  of  the  General  Government  their  whole 
militia,  and  at  once  divest  themselves  of  their 
sovereignty?  For  only  deprive  a  Gtovernment 
of  armed  force  sufficient  to  carry  into  effect  its 
laws,  and  what  remains  can  neither  command 
respect  or  enforce  obedience. 

If,  sir,  you  are  left  without  any  Constitutional 
restraints  in  relation  to  this  subject,  or  to  be  more 
explicit,  if  you  have  a  right  to  pass  this  bill,  the 
Government  is  a  despotism.  You  may  exercise 
absolute  power  over  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  and 
whether  exercised  by  one  or  many,  does  not  alter 
its  nature.  The  principles  and  not  the  number 
of  men  who  make  laws  or  pass  edicts  constitutes 
the  free  or  despotic  nature  of  the  Government. 
One  man  may  make  a  people  free  and  h.ippy, 
while  an  hundred  may  enslave  them.  You 
therefore  perceive,  sir,  if  we  hold  this  power  in 
our  hands,  we  are  intrusted  with  a  dangerous 
power,  totally  irreconcileable  with  the  idea  of  the 
freedom  of  our  Grovernment  and  habits;  totally 
inconsistent  with  that  security  of  the  political 
blessings  which  has  been  boasted  of,  experienced, 
and  appreciated — a  power  which  the  Mother 
Country,  whose  tyranny  we  could  not  endure, 
never  pretended  to  possess,  and  dare  not  exercise. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  this  bill  may  be  created 
without  passing  the  limits  of  the  Constitution. 
We  had  better  tear  in  pieces  an  instrument  which 
affords  so  little  security  to  *our  citizens.  Why 
shackle  Congress  with  any  restraints,  if  they  are 
left  free  to  trample  on  the  most  sacred  righu  of 
freemen  ?  It  only  marks  us  with  a  name  and 
shadow,  while  the  substance  is  entirely  the  re- 
verse. 

If  the  power  to  pass  this  law  is  delegated  to  or 
exists  in  Congress,  see,  sir,  what  may  be  its  fruits ! 
It  is  not  confined  to  a  time  of  war;  but  in  peace, 


as  well  as  war,  might  your  citizens  be  subjected 
to  a  military  life.  You  might  treat  them  as  you 
do  your  slaves — compel  them  to  toil  and  drudge 
at  your  pleasure.  For,  sir,  if  you  take  away  the 
limitation  which  we  say  bounds  your  power,  there 
is  none  left,  and  it  is  purely  a  matter  <^  uiscre* 
tion  in  Congress  whether  our  fellow-citizens  may 
control  their  own  pursuits,  recreations,  pleasures, 
enjoyments,  and  employments;  or  whether  we 
(their  masters)  shall  ease  them  of  that  trouble, 
and  place  them  under  military  government,  regi- 
men, and  discipline — subjugate  ^em  to  the  care 
of  a  sergeant  or  sabre  of  a. subaltern.  This,  sir, 
would  be  the  evil  as  it  respects  the  right  at  any 
time,  and  all  times,  to  control  the  citizen.  But, 
this  is  not  all.    If  it  does  exist,  it  enables  Con* 

fress  not  only  to  call  at  any  time,  but  on  anybody. 
I  may  be  as  unrelenting  as  death,  and  like  him 
take  all  ranks,  ages,  and  classes,  of  men — the  min- 
ister from  the  altar  of  his  Gh>d ;  the  judge  from 
the  bench  of  justice;  the  lawyer  from  the  bar; 
the  merchant  from  his  counting-room  ;  the  phy- 
sician from  the  sick-bed  of  his  patient ;  the  farmer 
from  his  field ;  and  the  mechanic  from  his  work- 
shop. Whenever  you  may  please  to  exercise  this 
high,  dangerous,  unlimited  prerogative,  you  tear 
away  whoever  you  please  from  their  homes  and 
employments,  and,  without  exemption  or  distinc* 
tion,  devote  them  to  the  horrors,  filth,  and  vermin, 
of  a  camp.  This  tremendous  power  would  not 
be  compelled  to  spare  the  decrepitude  of  old  age 
or  tenderness  of  youth.  And  do  we  live  under 
such  a  Government,  Mr.  Chairman  ?  If  we  do, 
let  us  instantly  change  it  before  our  strength  is 
taken  away  and  our  cnains  rivetted.  Do  you  call 
that  Government  free,  sir,  th^t  does  not  stand 
sentinel  over  the  freedom  of  the  ground;  that 
places  no  limits  but  discretion  to  the  power  of  the 
governors  1  It  is  said,  this  discrelion  will  not  be 
abused :  the  limitation,  therefore,  is  unnecesaarf  • 
Congress,  governed  by  a  just  sense  of  the  solemn 
duties  imposed  upon  them^  will  never  oppressjthe 
citizen. 

Sir,  Congress  is  composed  of  men  liable  to  err, 
and  fallible,  like  other  men,  whose  passions  maf^ 
predominate  over  their  reason;  whose  lusl  of 
power  may  control  their  love  of  justice. 

If  the  militia,  sir,  are  the  mere  creatures  of  the 
Genera]  Government,  as  contended  for  by  gen- 
tlemen, why,  let  me  ask,  was  the  right  to  appoint 
their  officers  reserved  to  the  States?  ^  It  would 
be  stranse,  if  they  were  wholly  devoted  to  the 
Union,  that  such  an  essential  principle  should 
have  oeen  reserved. 

'*  Congress  may  provide  for  organizing  and  arm- 
ing the  militia."  Yes,  sir,  but  does  it  iollow  from 
this  provision  that  they  have  a  right  to  call  them 
to  the  field  ?  Certainly  not.  The  object  of  this 
clause  most  evidently  was  to  promote  uniformity 
in  their  arms,  exercise,  and  discipline;  that  if  at 
any  time  they  were  called  into  the  field,  they 
could  the  better  act  in  unison. 

Having,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able,  and  to  the  unbiassed  mind,  I  trust,  suffi- 
ciently proved,  that  the  General  Government  have 
BO  control  over  the  militia  of  the  Union,  for  the 
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objecto  eontenpUited  in  this  bill,  i  will  make  a 
few  ramarks  to  show  their  want  of  power  to  co- 
erce the  citizens  of  this  eouatry  to  become  regu- 
lar soldiers. 

I  am  coDstraiaed  to  say,  with  the  geotlemaa 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Qhoi^on,)  that  the  army  io<- 
tended  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  would 
not  be  militia,  but  regular  soldiers.  Adopting  this 
as  true,  can  they,  as  such,  be  changed  trom  citi- 
zens into  soldiers?  It  really  seems  that  some 
gentlemen  think  so,  for  attempts  have  been  made 
to  prove  it  by  citing  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  gives  power  to  Congress  to  raise 
armies.  This  power  is  given  without  doubt. 
The  only  question  .remains  to  determine  the 
mode ;  and  as  it  respects  that,  the  gentleman  will 
find  iheir  Constitution  to  fail  them.  How  shall 
they  raise  armies?  is  the  inquiry.  All  is  silent. 
It  then  follows  most  irresistibly,  that  they  are  to 
be  raised  agreeably  to  the  usages  of  free  countries, 
controlled  Dy  a  scrupulous  regard  to  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  nation,  by  and  only  by  volunury 
enlistment.  Great  Britain,  whose  tyranny  we 
could  not  endure,  raises  her  armies  in  this  way. 
She  neither  dare  to  enact,  nor  could  she  execute, 
a  law  forcing  the  subject  into  the  regular  army. 
The  employing  men  to  become  soldiers  is  done 
in  the  same  way  as  the  employing  them  to  be- 
come laborers,  by  contract.  Such  must  be  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution — adopt  any  other 
meaning,  and  the  charter  of  liberty  becomes  an 
instrument  of  tyranny  ^  you  give  to  it  attributes 
which  are  inadmissible  «ven  in  idea.  The  Con- 
stitution itself  declares  the  Government  therein 
described  to  be  free.  Such  is  its  character ;  no 
construction  therefore  of  any  part  of  it  ought 
ever  to  be  tolerated  for  a  moment,  incompatible 
with  freedom.  I  beseech  gentlemen,  therefore, 
not  to  indulge  in  experiments  diametrically  op- 
posed to  the  most  sacred  principles  of  liberty. 

It  is  most  evident  that  such  is  the  construction, 
and  was  so  intended  by  the  framers  of  that  in* 
strument.  If  not,  see  with  what  absurdity  they 
must  have  acted.  In  the  firrt  place  they  limit 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government  over  the 
citizen  as  a  militiaman,  and  expose  him  to  an 
unlimited  power,  when  called  by  another  name, 
to  wit:  a  regular  soldier;  and  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  goes  still  further.  You  have  not  only 
the  ordinary  powers  over  him  after  he  has  be- 
come such,  but  you  have  a  right  to  make  him  a 
regular  soldier;  by  a  sort  of  magic  process,  to 
cause  all  ranks,  employments,  and  ages  of  citi- 
zens to  undergo  the  instantaneous  and  wonderful 
mutations  of  enchantment— transferring  the  judge 
if  you  please  from  his  honorable  seat  to  the  glo- 
ries derived  from  the  regions  of  blasphemy,  drunk* 
enness,  and  pollution.  If.  sir,  it  was  intended  to 
surround  the  militia  with  a  Constitutional  guard, 
how  much  stronger  was  the  reason  for  the  like  or 
more  effectual  guard  for  the  citizen,  to  prevent 
his  beiDg  forced  to  become  a  re^^uiar  soldier! 
The  reason  is  as  much  stronger  in  the  latter  than 
the  former  case,  as  the  services  and  sufferings  of 
the  latter  are  more  irksome  and  severe.  The 
reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 


Gholson)  most  be  fallacious.  The  amount  of  it 
is,  you,  citizen,  are  exempted  from  involuntary 
service,  unless  in  the  three  cases  mentioned  in 
the  Constitotion.  as  one  enrolled  in  the  militia ; 
but  the  Government  can  get  at  you  under  another 
name^  and  doom  you  to  any  service  they  please. 

This  is,  truly,  a  strange  doctrine  to  advance, 
in  giving  meaning  to  the  Constitution  of  a  coun- 
try. Giving  the  name  all  efficacy,  and  the  object 
named  none  at  all.  What  consolation  will  it  be, 
sir,  to  the  wretched  man,  torn  by  the  ruthless 
hand  of  power  from  the  bosom  of  a  wife  and 
family  he  adores,  while  his  heart  swims  in  the 
tears  of  anguish,  to  be  told  by  the  ruffian  who 
comes  to  snatch  him  from  all  his  soul  values  on 
earth,  that  his  rights  are  not  violated  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  militiaman,  but  as  a  regular  soldier ! 
In  Governments  it  is  the  substance  of  things 
which  ought,  and  with  wise  and  good  politicians 
does  conuol  their  measures.  Regardless  of  names 
they  will  look  to  effects,  and  not  mock  the  sufferer 
by  telline  him  this  or  that  horrid  and  cruel  meas- 
ure is  called  by  this  and  not  that  name.  Will  the 
victim  of  your  oppressive  measures,  with  heart 
bleeding  and  eyes  weeping,  feel  the  one  staunched 
and  the  other  dried,  should  you  tell  him,  '*  comr 
fort  yourself  my  friend,  you  are  not  going  to  be 
butchered  in  the  capacity  of  a  militiaman,  but 
enly  as  a  regular  soldier  l"  Why,  sir,  was  you  to 
say  so,  you  would  soon  see  mingled  with  the  tear 
of  sorrow  the  smile  of  contempt,  and  low  as  he 
would  feel  himself  sunk,  in  his  soul  he  would 
despite  the  idiot  whose  contemptible  intellects 
could  stoop  to  a  remark  so  mean  and  pitiful. 

If  this  doctrine  is  correct,  what  are  the  benefito 
resulting  from  the  limitations  of  power  in  Con- 
gress? Certainly  none.  It  is  shielding  the  limbe 
and  leaving  the  vitals  exposed  to  the  darts  of 
despotism;  andean  you,  can  any  man  believe  that 
the  people  in  their  cool  moments,  deliberating 
with  care,  feeling  no  warmth  but  zeal  for  the  best 
interests  of  their  country,  could  have  been  guilty 
of  such  inconsistency,  or  weak  enough  to  hare 
oyerlooked  it?  Tell  it  not;  believe  it  not«  It 
cannot  be  so.  Let  us  not  thus  slander  the  hearts 
or  heads  of  the  sainted  men,  who  travailed  with 
this  precious  instrument  until  a  joyful  reckoning 
was  run,  and  the  people  hailed  its  birth  as  a  miU 
lenial  epoch.  However  we  may  act,  whether  con- 
sistently or  otherwise,  let  us  not  reproach  their 
memories  or  names. 

Turn  the  subject  over  as  often  as  you  please, 
torture  it  to  your  purpose,  it  amounts  to  no  more 
or  less  than  this:  *^As  a  white  man,  the  law  pro- 
tects A  B — presume  not  to  touch  him;  but  if 
you  call  him  an  Indian,  by  the  same  law  you  have 
a  perfect  right  to  kill  him." 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  second  point,  which  is  the 
expediency  of  this  measure,  provided  no  Consti- 
tutional scruples  existed.  And  it  appears  to  me 
perfectly  demonstrable,  if  the  power  existed  in 
Congress,  it  would  be  inexpedient,  iodeed  it  would 
he  hazardous,  to  attempt  the  exercise  of  it.  Re- 
member, sir,  that  your  people  have  ever  been,  and 
ever  will  be  free.    Remember  that  they  possess 
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•  keen,  bnt  laudable  jealoosy  in  respeet  to  their 
rights;  that  the  power  is  in  their  hands |  they 
delegate  it  when  and  lo  whom  they  please,  and 
they  nerer  will  submit  to  any  extensire  encroach- 
ments upon  their  privileges.  Wisdom,  therefore, 
most  uoqoestionablir  dictates  to  the  legislator, 
that,  while  he  legislates  agreeable  to  his  coasci- 
enee,  to  please  those  whom  he  binds  by  his  laws, 
is  an  object  of  no  trifling  im|>ortance.  And,  sir, 
there  can  be  but  little  necessity  of  our  adopting 
measures  which  the  people  will  dislike ;  if  there 
is,  it  must  have  originated  in  previous  miseon- 
duct.  The  majority  of  the  people  may,  and  some- 
times by  falsehood  have,  been  misled ;  bat  left  to 
draw  their  own  conclusions  from  correct  informa- 
tion, they  will  be  right.  In  the  grand  commu- 
nity there  is  much  of  the  best  of  all  sense,  com- 
mon ;  the  best  of  all  knowledge,  practical ;  and 
by  those  standards  they  will  condemn  or  approve, 
•s  bad  or  good  measures  shall  be  adoptea.  If  I 
•m  oorrect,  how  stands  your  war?  Do  the  people 
approve  of  it?  We  were  told  they  do.  That  it 
is  the  people's  war,  that  they  declared  It;  if  so, 
what  necessity  can  there  be  of  forcing  the  people 
into  your  armies?  It  must  be  strange  that  they 
approved,  nay,  declared  the  war,  and  yet  nothing 
short  of  coercion  will  fill  the  ranks  of  your  legions. 
**  It  is  strange,  passing  strange,"  that  the  people 
will  not  support  a  measure  of  their  own  devising 
and  creating  unless  whipped  into  their  doty. 

That  they  refuse,  and  have  refused,  is  most 
manifest^  for  while  with  one  breath  we  are  told 
the  war  is  popular,  with  the  next  we  are  also  told 
that  every  attempt  to  awaken  the  patriotism  or 
the  cupidity  of  the  people  has  fallen  far  behind 
the  high  expectations  entertained  before  the  ex- 
periments were  made.  Now,  sir,  it  is  most  cer- 
tain that  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Duvall)  is  correct,  you  can  have  no  necessity  of 
exercising  powers  so  unusual,  so  abhorrent,  and 
ao  unjust  and  dangerous,  to  accomplish  your  ob- 
ject. If  they  love  your  war^  they  will  love  to 
support  it,  and  will  devote  their  services  and  blood 
to  the  cause,  and  consequently  there  can  be  no 
need  of  force.  And  it  will  be  inexpedient  and 
imprudent  to  pass  the  bill,  for  if  the  people  now 
love  ]rott,  there  is  at  least  some  risk  of  losing  their 
affections  by  a  measure  not  of  the  most  inviting 
complexion.  But  suppose  the  honorable  gentle- 
roan  should  be  mistaken,  which  to  me  is  most 
probable,  can  you  be  so  credulous  as  to  believe 
that  an  army  forced  from  a  comfortable  home, 
with  its  delights  and  conveniences,  to  the  mise- 
vies  of  a  camp,  will  cheerfully  expose  their  lives, 
and  shed  their  Mood  in  defence  or  a  Qovernment 
which  had  proved  by  its  measures  to  be  their 
greatest  enemy  ?  No ;  as  they  loved  their  liberty, 
as  they  loved  that  proud  independence,  won  by 
the  blood  of  their  fathers,  they  would  turn  upon 
you  to  rend  the  sceptre  of  ill-gotten  power  from 
unworthy  hands.  Confide  not,  sir,  in  such  an 
army;  if  you  do,  disappointment  awaits  you. 
Bear  in  mind  that  our  countrymen  are  free  Amer- 
icans, not  Frenchmen,  and  they  will  not  submit 
to  chains.  If  the  people  do  not  like  your  measures, 
I  will  not  say  what  some  gentlemen  have  boldly  I 


said,  that  they  would  resist,  and  they  hoped  they 
would,  but  1  have  a  richt  to  exercise  a  natural 
privilege ;  I  have  a  right  to  guess,  and  I  guess 
they  will  resist  in  all  the  majesty  of  insulted 
freedom ;  and  i{  they  do,  like  a  mighty  tornado, 
or  overwhelming  torrent,  they  will  sweep  away 
every  opposing  object.  I  therefore  entreat  ^d- 
tlemen  to  beware  what  they  do ;  to  he  catitKMis 
how  they  enkindle  a  flame  they  will  not  be  aMe 
to  extinguish. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe  the  war  was  ever  popular; 
I  verily  believe  the  people  detested  it  from  the 
beginning,  and  the  wretched  manner  in  whieh  it 
has  been  prosecuted  has  incfeased  that  detesu- 
tion ;  it  needs  only  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and 
but  an  attempt  to  execute  it,  to  give  thefiaidiiBg 
blow  that  will  sever  all  honest  hearts  from  the 
Government  and  its  war. 

Do  you  flatter  yourself,  sir,  that  the  people  will 
submit  to  the  execution  of  a  law  which  is  eoa- 
posed  of  more  baleful  materials,  more  cursed  in- 
gredients, and  may  produce  more  miseries  thaa 
all  that  have  been  felt  in  the  aggregate,  under 
the  British  Ckvernmeot  and  our  own?  Think 
you,  sir,  that  the  people  will  tamely  behold  the 
widowhood  and  orphanage  of  their  friends  and 
neighbors,  the  result  of  your  law?  I  say  so  be- 
cause the  tracks  are  nearly  all  one  way.  If  the 
father,  the  son,  the  husband,  or  brother,  goes  out 
in  pursuance  of  this  mandate,  he  probably  goes 
to  die;  disease  or  battle  gives  him  shortly  a  ter- 
mination to  his  sufferings  in  this  world. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  admit  that  you  can  carry 
this  law  into  effect,  and  that,  too,  without  oppo- 
sition by  force,  are  you  willing  to  do  so  great  in- 
justice to  your  fellow-citizens  ?  Surely,  sir,  you 
most  feel  some  compassion  for  them,  some  sense 
of  what  is  right.  As  an  apology  on  this  part  of 
the  subject,  it  was  said  by  a  gentleman,  the  citi- 
zen is  not  obliged  to  serve  unless  be  pleases.  He 
has  only  to  pay  the  penalty  and  exonemte  him- 
self. Sir,  need  the  honorable  gentleman  be  told 
that  a  vast  portion  of  the  population  of  our  coan- 
trv  are  altogether  unable  to  satisfy  the  requisitioii 
or  the  law  in  this  respect?  To  such  a  person 
there  is  no  alternative.  The  lot  falls  on  such  a 
man — the  father  of  a  numerous  family,  whose 
patient  labor  gives  them  bread;  he  must  go,  and 
his  family  len  wretched  and  forlorn.  Now,  sir, 
is  all  this  right?  Let  me  ask,  with  an  emphasis, 
is  it  right  ?  If  jroo  expect  success  to  follow  such 
measures;  measures,  which  bliffht  and  wither 
our  present  joys  and  sicken  all  hopes  of  the  fu- 
ture, you  roust  have  cherished  a  delusion,  for 
nothing  less  could  create  expectations  wholly  des- 
titute  of  foundation.  If  we  are  to  be  slaves,  why 
are  we  told  we  must  defend  ourselves  against  an 
invading  enemy?  We  were  once  the  subjects  of 
that  enemy,  and,  as  I  have  said,  they  never  did, 
nor  ever  dared  to  pass  a  law  as  odious  as  the  bill 
on  your  table ;  but  I  have  no  fancy  to  be  con- 
quered  by  that  enemy.  I  know  my  brave  coun- 
trymen, or  that  portion  of  them  which  have  minds 
to  devise,  courage  to  dare,  and  strength  to  execute, 
what  their  rights  require  in  the  field,  and  speak 
it  with  pleasure,  they  are  not  to  be  conquered. 
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Tbey  bftve  llv«d  frae,  and  wili  die  so;  and  they 
will  not  ihaak  you  to  Tioiale  the  Coosiltution 
they  love,  and  impucnd  the  freedom  they  adore, 
uooef  pretence  0/  defeDdiog  Ibem.  No,  sir,  do 
not  take  this  rash  step ;  better  let  them,  if  you 
eaanot  enlist  men,  defend  themselves.  Let  them 
maaajie  their  own  matters  in  their  own  way. 
This  is  the  least  yon  ean  do.  Let  the  people  alone; 
for  this  they  might  thank  you,  but  not  for  exer^ 
ciainga  usurped  authority  which  threatens  to  en- 
alave  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  seemed  to  chide 
my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Millir)  for  calling 
this  measure  a  conscription.  He  says  it  is  not 
BO.  Well,  sir,  although  the  name  conscription 
<^  freezes  the  blood  and  chills  the  mortal  frame  f 
although  it  carriea  in  the  sound  every  horrible 
thought  that  can  fix  on  the  heart  the  cold  shud* 
derings  of  approaching  death;  yet  no  greater 
evils  would  follow  in  its  train,  had  iu  title  been 
^^  an  act  of  conscription,"  than  the  present  title, 
"  to  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia."  The 
name  of  this,  as  of  all  other  measures,  is  but  of 
little  importance;  and  call  this  bill  what  you 
please,  it  still  will  retain  ail  the  odious  provisions 
that  it  now  does. 

Again,  sir,  have  we  been  solicited  to  unite  with 
the  majority,  and  as  a  motive,  the  melancholy 
state  of  our  country  has  been  pathetically  de- 
scribed ;  this  description  is  too  true  to  be  doubted, 
and  it  is  an  alarming  truth.  This  great  fabric 
seems  nodding  and  tottering  to  its  &n,and  Heaven 
only  knows  how  long  before  the  mighty  ruin  will 
take  place.  But,  sir,  this  state  of  things,  so  far 
from  being  a  motive  to  induce  a  union,  on  the 
l^roond  to  which  we  are  invited,  loudly  admon^ 
ishea  us  to  avoid  it.  The  gentlemen  have  ruined 
the  country  by  a  class  of  measures,  and  now,  to 
restore  it,  they  invite  us  to  join  in  continuing  the 
same.  No,  sir,  we  should  do  injustice  even  to 
them  to  do  so,  as  we  certainly  act  the  most  friend- 
ly part  to  them  and  our  countryy  when  we  oppose 
and  are  able  to  impede  them  in  the  career  of  ruin. 
If  they  wish  to  lay  aeide  party,  reason  dictates, 
as  they  have  acknowledged  their  inability  to  man* 
age  the  political  conceraeof  the  nation,  that  they 
should  abandon  their  ffround,.and  take  one  which 
Washington  explored — adopt  his  principles,  and 


the  gentlemen  will  not  need  to  give  us  a  second 
invitation  to  union.  Most  wilfinflly)  sir,  would 
we  receive  with  brotherly  good«wfll,  those  who, 


sensible  of  error,  expressed,  by  abandoning  it,  their 
dispositMMs  to  adopt  another  and  a  better  course. 
That  we  are  right,  amounts  to  aliaost  matbemat* 
ieal  certainty;  for,  whatever  opposes  wrong  is 
right,  and  we  have  been  accused  of  systematic 
opposition  to  the  men  in  power,  to  their  measures; 
and  who  among  them  will  venture  to  deny  that 
those  measures  nave  been  wrong  ?  Should  we, 
then, give  up  our  justifiable  opposition,  we  should 
only  add  to  the  number  of  hands  employed  in  the 
total  destruction  of  this  once  happy  country  ?  No, 
sir,  excuse  us,  we  cannot  go  over;  we  are  a  little 
band,  it  is  true,  but,  like  that  little  band  who  val- 
iantly braved  a  formidable  opposition  at  the  straits 
of  TnermopylS}  we  still  design  to  stand  between 


the  enemy  and  imtfievable  roln ;  and  faint  as 
are  our  hopes,  yet  we  know  nothing  of  abandon- 
ing onr  duty  or  principle ;  we  hold  out  to  the  last, 
and  fall  when  all  fall. 

Sir,  I  feel  this  to  be  a  just  boast,  and  the  calam* 
itous  state  of  our  country  is  more  than  a  volume 
to  prove  the  correctness  of  it.  We  always  told 
you  we  were  right  and  you  wrong,  and  do  not 
the  fruits  manifest  that  we  judged  correctly  ?  "By 
their  fruits  shall  ye  know  them,"  ie  an  unerring 
rule ;  by  that  role  you  are  fottnd  wanting.  Your 
fruits  are  not  good,  therefore  we  have  a  right,  at 
least,  to  condemn  the  heads,  if  not  the  hearts,  of 
those  who  love  those  fruits. 

You  took  the  country  in  a  high  sute  of  proa* 
perity,  and  you  admit  that  it  is  now  otherwite. 
You  admit  you  are  sinking,  and  call  loudly  upon 
us  for  help ;  and  if  we  oner  assistance,  we  dis* 
cover  yon  wish  us  to  do  that,  or  help  you  to  do 
that,  which  has  produced  the  evils  under  which 
we  suffer.  Moat  willingly  would  we  help  you,  if 
you  would  accept  of  the  services  which  could  do 
you  any  good.  but.  should  we  do  as  you 'wished, 
we  should  only  sink  you  still  deeper. 

A  gentleman  from  Oeorgia  (Mr.  Barnstt) 
also  called  for  union,  and  he  used  some  expressions 
immensely  calcniated  to  promote  an  object  he 
seemed  most  ardently  to  desire.  He  said  he  would 
administer  hemp  and  confiscation,  and  also  a  new 
specific,  which  I  had  not  before  heard  of-— ^  Mo*- 
hawk  tea.''  The  first  is  old,  it  has  been  spoken 
formerly  by  a  zealous  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  WnioBT.)  For  the  first  lime,  sir,  we  have 
no  particular  longing  at  the  North,  we  should 
not  take  it  kindly ;  and  the  latter,  when  explained, 
**  powder  and  lead."  may  be  equallyunaeceptable, 
used  as  the  gentleman  means.  We  should  not 
like  a  dose  of  either,  when  administered,  as  was 
intended  by  him,  or  as  was  expressed  by  a  col- 
league of  that  gentleman,  (Mr.  Troifp,)  "  to  be 
shot  like  a  dog."  We,  somehow,  have  an  aver- 
sion to  be  forced  to  do  what  we  dislike,  and  it 
will  require,  possibly,  more  force  than  can  be 
raised  on  that  side  to  accomplish  the  object  of 
conciliation  by  bailing  or  shooting  us. 

Mr.  MoaattEY  said,  he  begged  gentlemen  who 
were  anxioos  either  for  the  question  or  the  floor, 
not  to  be  alarmed.  He  would  detain  them  but  a 
very  short  time.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  go 
into  a  particular  consideration  of  the  merits  of 
the  bill.  He  was  satisfied  with  the  discussion  it 
had  already  undergone.  It  had,  in  his  opinion, 
been  most  clearly  e^wn  that  the  bill  was  uncon- 
stitutional in  its  principles;  odious,  tymnnical, 
and  oppressive,  in  its  provisions,  and  altogether 
unworthy  the  sanction  of  this  House,  as  the  le» 
gislators  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people. 

His  object  in  rising  was  principally  to  notice 
some  of  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  gen- 
tlemen in  the  course  of  this  debate.  It  had  been 
repeatedly  stated  and  urged  with  much  coofidence 
that  the  war,  in  which  we  are  engaged,  has  been 
as  successful  and  well  conducted  as  could  ration- 
ally be  expected.  And  that  what  little  of  mia* 
fortune  had  attended  it,  was  to  be  ascribed  chiefly 
to  Federal  opposition. 
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That  ^eotlemeti  fhoald  predict  faTorabiy  is  not 
eztraordiDary.  They  have  uDfortuoateiy  been 
too  much  in  the  habit  of  doiog  this.  Bat  that 
they  should,  in  the  face  of  surrounding  facts,  boast 
of  past  success  and  ffood  management,  was  really 
more  than  he  should  have  believed. 

Suppose,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  that  at  the  time  we 
were  about  declaring  this  war;  when  so  many  flat- 
tering predictions  were  made  respecting  it ;  and 
with  others,  the  one  so  often  mentioned,  that  in  a 
very  few  weeks  Canada  would  inevitably  be  con- 
quered— for  then  it  appeared  to  be  within  the 
scope  of  our  vast  designs,  to  conquer  Canada ',  and 
he  recollected  to  have  heard  gentlemen  expatiate 
with  great  delight  upon  the  incalculable  advan- 
tage which  most  result  from  the  annexation  of 
these  provinces  to  the  United  States; — suppose 
that  some  gentleman  opposed  to  the  war  had  then 
risen  in  his  place  and  predicted,  that  you  would 
not  in  the  course  of  three  campaigns,  after  expend- 
ing millions  of  money,  and  sacrificing  thousands 
of  lives,  be  able  to  obtain  one  foot  of  Canada. 
That  before  you  could  conquer  Canada  or  aoy 
part  of  it,  your  own  capital  would  be  in  possession 
of  the  enemy,  the  splendid  Hail  you  then  occu- 
pied reduced  to  ashes,  and  your  Administration, 
with  the  President  at  their  head,  be  seen  flying 
for  safety  before  the  British.  Nay,  more  sir,  that 
before  you  should  have  proceeded  two  years  with 
this  just  and  necessary  war,  every  object  for 
which  it  was  declared  should  be  abandoned,  and 
that  you  would  be  unable  even  then  to  procure  a 
peace  upon  terms  so  humiliatiog.  Would  not  the 
man  who  should  have  made  this  prediction,  which 
has  been  literally  fulfilled,  have  been  pronounced 
a  madman  or  a  traitor,  unworthy  the  least  regard 
or  confidence  1  And  yet  the  invasion  of  this  city, 
with  its  consequent  evils,  are  but  items  in  the  long 
list  of  calamities  brought  upon  the  country,  by  the 
war  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

And  what  are  our  future  prospects  7  He  said 
he  felt  no  disposition  to  dwell  upon  the  disasters 
which  we  have  already  experienced,  or  to  magnify 
those  to  which  we  must  be  exposed  in  its  further 
progress.  But  is  it  wise  to  shut  our  eyes  against 
dangers  which  threaten  us?  Are  our  resources 
more  ample  than  they  have  been  ?  Or  will  they 
in  the  same  hands  be  more  ably  and  skilfully  ap* 
plied?  Has  the  war  grown  more  popular  as  it 
has  progressed  ?  Are  the  innumerable  hosts  of 
those  who  have  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes, 
and  their  sacred  honor,  in  support  of  this  war, 
now  found  ready  to  step  forward  and  redeem  their 
pledges?  One  would  have  supposed  from  the 
professions  of  patriotic  zeal  and  military  ardor, 
which  were  formerly  witnessed  throughoui  the 
nation,  that  upon  the  slighest  call  the  very  pillars 
of  the  earth  would  have  been  shaken  by  the  tramp- 
ling of  volunteers  to  Canada,  or  wherever  their 
services  might  be  needed,  and  for  any  term  of 
time. 

And  what  are  we  now  told,  not  by  those  un- 
friendly to  the  war,  who  are  charged  with  a  dis- 
position to  embarrass  every  measure,  and  view 
evervthing  through  the  darkest  medium,  but  by 
gentlemen  friendly  to  the  war,  and  zealous  for  its 


support  ?  -  Sir,  has  it  not  been  said  upon  this  floor, 
that  men  cannot  now  be  induced  by  motives  or 
patriotism,  nor  by  the  immense  bounties  in  money 
and  land  offered,  to  enter  the  service,  and  that  re- 
course must  be  had  to  coercive  measures,  to  con- 
scription, to  fill  up  your  ranks ;  that  Congress  had 
declared  war,  and  the  people  had  supported  them 
in  that  declaration,  and  that  they  should  now  be 
compelled  to  fight  whether  they  were  willing  or 
not ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  principle  is  the  bill 
on  your  table.  Sir,  if  it  has  come  to  this,  if  the 
Government  have  in  the  first  place  to  conquer  the 
people,  in  order  to  compel  them  to  conquer  a 
peace,  their  prospect  of  a  speedy  and  honorable 
termination  of  this  war  is,  to  say  the  least,  not 
very  promising. 

If  the  conscription  system,  even  under  the  mil- 
itary despotism  of  Bonaparte,  was  attended  with 
difficulties,  he  would  leave  gentlemen  to  judge  of 
its  probable  result  in  a  Government  where,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  there  remains  some  portion  of  that 
spirit  by  which  their  liberty  and  independence 
was  achieved. 

Mr.  M.  observed,  that  it  was  not  his  object,  as 
he  stated  when  he  rose,  to  detain  the  House  by 
repetition,  for  he  could  add  nothing  to  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  so  ablv  urged  against  the 
principles  and  provisions  of  this  bill  by  gentlemen 
who  had  preceded  him.  And  he  would  frankly 
declare  that  he  should  not  vote  for  the  bill  were  ic 
ever  so  perfect.  He  had  never  voted  for  any  bill 
to  raise  men  for  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  and 
he  should  not  begin  with  the  present. 

He  knew  it  was  said,  that  the  character  of  the 
war  was  changed,  and  that  it  bad  now  become 
the  duty  of  all  parties  to  unite  in  its  support.^  But 
he  could  perceive  no  change  in  the  character  of 
the  war  or  its  authors,  to  justify  a  change  of  con- 
duct in  those  who  were  originally  opposed  to  it;  and 
who  have  uniformly  relused  upon  principle  to 
give  it  their  aid.  Nor  is  their  co-operation  more 
necessary  now,  than  it  has  ever  been.  The  sup- 
plies requisite  for  the  operations  of  Government 
do  not  depend  on  their  votes.  When,  as  was  ob- 
served by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Hampjthire,  (Mr.  Websteb.)  '*sach  a  condition 
of  things  shall  happen,  it  will  bring  its  own  rule 
of  action  along  with  it.'' 

And  gentlemen  in  vain  attempt  to  ascribe  their 
want  of  success  in  this  war  to  any  opposition 
either  in  or  out  of  this  House.  There  has  been 
no  opposition  but  what  they  were  bound  to  expect. 
Is  not  the  majority  in  this  House  sufficient  to 
control  the  minority;  and  to  carry  every  mea- 
sure when  and  how  they  please  ?  He  said  wAen, 
because  it  was  well  known  they  possess  and  ex- 
ercise the  power  of  putting  an  immediate  end  to 
debate,  when  from  any  cause  it  becomes  trouble- 
some. They  can  instantly  put  to  silence  every 
argument  ol  their  Opponents.  Not  by  any  intel- 
lectual efforts,  not  by  any  old-fashioned  logical 
process,  but  by  the  magic  power  of  the  previous 
question,  which  proves  at  once — not  what  some 
speculative  writers  have  attempted  to  show,  that 
mind  may  become  omnipotent  over  matter;  but 
that  matter  may  be  made  omnipotent  over  mind* 
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HftTing  obiaiaedlhis  species  of  triumph,  gentle- 
men,  no  doubt,  felicitate  tliemselTes  with  the  coq- 
clasive  iafereoce,  that  they  must  be  right,  when 
nothing  can  be  said  against  them. 

No  sir :  gentlemen,  he  remarked,  must  took  to 
other  causes  ihaQ  to  the  opposition  of  the  minor- 
ity for  their  want  of  better  success  in  this  war  ; 
for  the  deplorable  state  of  their  Treasury,  and  the 
wretched  condition  to  which  the  country  is  re- 
duced. 

But  he  would  venture  to  predict,  if  they  were 
determined  to  prosecute  the  war  by  a  recourse  to 
such  measures  as  are  provided  in  the  yxeaeui  bill, 
that  they  would  have  no  occasion  fur  future  com- 
mittees of  investigation  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  failure  of  their  arms. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  meant  no  improper  menace  to 
the  House ;  but  an  allusion  bad  been  made  to  the 
late  public  proceeding  in  the  State  from  which 
he  was  a  Representative,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say, 
that  he  had  heard  some  expressions  of  a  threat- 
ening nature. 

He  would  assure  gentlemen,  that  there  was  no 
terror  in  their  threats,  to  deter  the  people  of  that 
State  from  any  course  of  duty,  which  they  should 
deliberateiy  prescribe  to  themselves.  So  long  as 
the  General  Government  shall  respect  (heir  rights, 
and  faichfuliy  discharge  its  duties  towards  them, 
so  long  they  woold  not  be  found  wanting  on  their 
part.  But  the  same  principles,  the  same  feelings, 
and,  he  would  beg  leave  to  say,  the  same  intelli- 
gence, which  would  ev^  secure  from  them  obe- 
dience when  due,  would  prevent  them  at  all  haz- 
ards from  yielding  it  when  arbitrarily  and  uncon- 
stitutionally demanded. 

After  a  short  but  animated  speech  of  Mr.  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  in  opposition  to  the  motion,  the 
question  on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  negative,  ayes  44.  And 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House ;  which  immediately  adjourned. 


Saturday,  December  10. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^*  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  on  motion, 
the  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  *'  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance 
of  persons,  and  the  harness  used  therefor,''  with 
amendments;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Senate's  bill,  to  authorize  the  President  to  call 
into  service  80,430  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stookton  of  New 
Jersey  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 
13th  Con.  3d  Sess.— 27 


On  this  motion  Mr.  Stockton  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  moved  for  the  iodefinite 
postponement  of  this  bill  before  the  amendments 
made  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  are 
disposed  of— -not  with  any  wish  to  interpose  arti- 
ficial obstructioiis  to  its  passage  through  the 
House,  but  to  secure  to  myself,  and  to  other  gen- 
tlemen, the  common  privile^^e  of  expressing  our 
opinions  upon  a  great  political  subject;  a  pre- 
caution made  the  more  necessary  by  the  intima- 
tions thrown  out  yesterday  of  an  intention  of 
stopping  further  discussion  by  a  resort  to  the 
previous  question.  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  I 
rise  to  advocate  this  motion  in  no  spirit  of  party 
or  of  opposition;  but  because  I  feel  myself  con- 
strained, by  all  the  ties  which  bind  me  to  my 
constituents  and  country,  to  make  use  of  every 
exertion  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I 
know  the  difficulties  which  at  this  moment  sur- 
round the  Government  and  the  nation.  I  know, 
and  I  feel,  as  sensibly  as  any  member  can  feel,  the 
crisis—- the  awful  crisis,  at  which  our  public  af- 
fairs have  arrived.  I  know,  sir,  that  we  are  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  a  powerful,  irritated,  ifnd 
revengeful  enemy.  Since  the  late  despatches 
from  Europe  have  been  submitted  to  us,  I  have 
been  induced  to  believe  that  the  Administration 
could  not  at  this  moment  make  a  just  and  honor- 
able peace  if  it  were  now  really  disposed  so  to 
do.  I  admit  that  there  is  too  much  ground  to 
apprehend  that  if  this  war  is  continued  for  another 
campaign,  it  will  require  a  great  exertion  to 
mainuin  the  just  rights  and  integrity  of  the 
United  States.  1  know  that  our  treasury  is  empty 
and  must  be  filled — that  our  public  credit  is  gone 
and  must  be  restored— that  the  ranks  of  our  army 
are  thin  and  must  be  increased— all  this  I  kno  w— 
and,  without  stopping  now  to  inquire  why  or 
wherefore  these  things  are,  I  am  ready  to  act 
accordingly.  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  inviu- 
lion  of  an  honorable  member  from  Kentucky,. 
(Mr.  DuvALL,)  and  to  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the 
public.  I  am  willing  at  this  moment  to  forget 
all  that  I  have  ever  thought  and  believed  of  tbi» 
terrible  war.  I  am  willing  to  forget  the  folly- 
the  political  insanity,  in  which  it  was  declared— 
the  neglect,  the  culpable  neglect,  to  provide  the 
necessary  means  or  carrying  it  on— the  waste— 
the  profuse  and  shameful  waste  of  blood  and 
treasure,  which  has  marked  its  progress.  Al- 
though every  event  since  that  fatal  step  was 
taken  has  confirmed  me  in  these  opinions,  I  am 
willing  to  forget  them  all,  and  to  act  as  if  they 
did  not  exist.  I  am  willing  to  place  them  upon 
the  altar  of  public  safely,  and  there  to  immolate 
them.  I  am  willing,  for  myself,  to  go  further, 
and  to  refrain  from  all  irritating  expressions  in  re- 
ference to  those  who  hold  the  reins  of  Government 
and  control  the  destinies  of  the  nation.  I  most 
sincerely  pray  that  our  gloomy  forebodings  as  to 
the  issue  of  afiliirs  in  their  hands  may  not  be  re- 
alized— that  they  may  be  able  to  extricate  the 
country  from  the  dangers  which  surround  it,  and 
to  make  a  speedy,  lasting,  and  honorable  peace. 
I  Jiave  already  acted  in  conformity  with  these 
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profewioDs,  bjr  Totiog  dnriDg  thii  senion  for 
every  measure  intended  to  increase  your  rerenaes 
or  armies,  wiiich  appeared  Co  me  to  be  Constitu- 
tional, and  founded  on  principles  of  justice  and 
Suaiity,  and  I  shall  continue  so  to  act.  But, 
r.  Speaker,  there  are  bounds  which  every  man 
of  principle  must  observe.  There  are  some  limits 
which  neither  arguments,  difficulties,  nor  dangers, 
can  induce  me  to  exceed.  The  limits  which  I 
have  prescribed  to  myself  in  providing  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  day  are  just  and  indispensable—- 
they  are,  the  Constitution  j  the  general  principles 
of  political  expediency;  the  eternal,  immutable 
principles  of  justice,  equal  justice,  to  all  the  eom- 
munitv.  These  principles  I  must  and  will  adhere 
to  at  all  hazards.  To  me,  sir,  public  wants  can 
afford  no  inducement  to  vote  for  an  act  which 
my  best  judgment  informs  me  transcends  the 
legitimate  powers  of  Congress.  To  me.  State 
necessity  can  be  no  plea  for  resorting  to  wild  and 
visionary  plans,  which,  though  they  may  be 
honestly  intended  to  recfeem  the  public  credit,  I 
conscientiously  believe  will  sink  it  deeper  into 
ruin.  Nor,  sir,  will  necessity  ever  induce  me  in 
the  imposition  of  taxes  to  violate  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  equality.  With  these  ex- 
ceptions, I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any  other 
member  in  providing  the  proper  means  of  defend- 
ing the  rights  and  interests  of  these  United  States. 
In  r^ard  to  the  bill  now  on  the  table,  I  have 
read  it  with  attention,  bestowing  upon  it  all  the 
consideration  its  importance  demanded.  I  have 
endeavored  to  analyze  its  objects  and  provisions. 
I  have  listened  with  the  most  respectful  attention 
to  everything  which  has  been  said  in  its  favor. 
The  result  is  a  solemn  conviction  that  we  have 
no  Constitutional  right  to  pass  the  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  and  that  it  will  be  destructive  of  the 
best  interests  of  this  country  to  enact  it.  Will 
you  listen  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  whilst  I  state  as 
concisely  as  I  can  the  reasobs  which  have  in- 
duced me  to  form  this  opinion?  In  performing 
this  task,  I  shall  endeavor  to  adhere  strictly  to 
the  bill.  There  are,  indeed,  other  most  import- 
ant matters  intimately  connected  with  it,  which, 
as  parts  of  the  same  general  plan,  would  be  pro- 
per objects  of  remark;  but  from  these  I  shall  re- 
frain at  present — I  allude  particularly  to  the  pro- 
posed draught  of  the  militia  to  fill  the  ranks  of 
the  regular  army.  On  this  monstrous  device  I 
shall  make  no  remarks  now.  That  bill  may 
never  be  called  up.  It  is  already  damned  in  pub- 
lic estimation — I  trust  that  it  is  sleeping  the  sleep 
of  death,  and  that  it  will  never  be  raised  to 
affright  and  afflict  us.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are 
certain  general  principles  which  lie  at  the  bottom 
of  this  subject.  In  a  limited  Government,  such 
as  that  established  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  they  may  truly  be  called  funda- 
mental. By  some  they  may  be  considered  as 
familiar  and  true — and  by  others  as  scarcely 
worthy  of  attention  in  these  enlightened  days. 
But  the  great  men  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
our  independence  and  civil  institutions,  thought 
differently.  They  supposed  that  they  were  all- 
important.    They  believed  that  it  was  always 


neeeasary-to  bear  them  in  mind,  and  advisable 
frequently  to  recur  to  them,  to  keep  this  Govero- 
ment  within  its  proper  sphere,  and  to  defend  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.  One  of  these 
general  principles  is,  that  the  militia  of  the  sev- 
eral States  belongs  to  the  people  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  States,  and  not  to  the  Qovernraent 
of  the  United  States.  I  consider  this,  sir,  as  a 
proposition  too  clear  to  require  illustration,  or  to 
admit  of  doubt.  The  militia  consists  of  the  whole 
people  of  a  State,  or  rather  of  the  whole  male 
population  capable  of  bearing  arms;  iaeladiogaU 
of  every  description,  aroeation.  or  age.  Exemp- 
tion from  militia  duty  is  a  mere  matter  of  grace. 
This  militia,  being  the  rery  people,  belongs  to 
the  people  or  to  the  Slate  governments,  for  their 
use  and  protection.  It  was  theirs  at  the  time  of 
the  RevoiQlion,  under  the  old  Confederation,  and 
when  the  present  form  of  government  wma  ad^t- 
ed.  Neither  the  people  mor  their  State  govern* 
ments  have  ever  surrendered  this  their  property 
in  the  militia  to  the  Gkneral  Goveromeot,  but 
have  carefully  kqn  and  preserved  their  general 
dominion  or  eon  trot,  for  their  own  use  protection, 
and  defence.  They  have,  it  is  true,  granted  or  lent 
(if  I  may  use  such  an  expression)  to  Congress  a 
special  concurrent  authority  or  power  tyver  the 
militia  in  certain  cases;  which  eases  are  partieu- 
larly  set  down,  guarded,  limite4,  and  restricted,  as 
fully  as  the  most  scrupulous  caution,  and  the  use 
of  the  most  apt  and  significant  words  our  lan- 
guage affords,  could  liifkit  and  restrict  them.  The 
people  have  granted  to  Congress  a  right  to  call 
forth  the  militia  in  certain  cases  of  necessity  and 
emergency — a  right  to  arm  and  organize  them — 
and  to  prescribe  a  plan,  upon  which  they  shall  be 
disciplined  and  trained.  When  they  are  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  (and  they 
cannot  be  called,  unless  upon  the  happening  of 
one  of  the  contingencies  enumerated)  they  are  to 
be  under  the  command  of  the  President.  Hence 
it  follows  that  the  general  power,  authority,  or 
jurisdiction,  remains  in  the  Stat^  governments. 
A  special,  qualified,  limited, and  concurrent  power 
is  vested  in  Congress,  to  be  exercised  when  the 
event  happens,  and  ia  the  manner  pointed  out, 

Eresoribed,  and  limited  in  the  Constitution.  And 
ence  it  also  follows,  that  this  delegated  power 
cannot  be  executed  upon  any  other  occasion,  nor 
in  any  other  ways  than  those  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution.  There  is  another  general  roie  or 
principle  of  construction  to  which  I  most  aJiode. 
It  is,  that  all  particular,  special,  and  limited  pow- 
ers, taken  from  or  carved  out  of  the  general 
power,  must  be  construed  strictly.  The  general 
power  remains  in  full  force,  unimpaired,  except 
where  it  is  expressly  granted  away,  and  the  con- 
struction must  be  on  the  words  of  the  grant,  and 
not  by  recurring  to  the  doctrine  of  analogy  or 
parity  of  reason.  This  is  a  rule  applicable  to  all 
grants  of  power,  public  or  private,  bat  it  is  par- 
ticularly to  be  attended  to  in  grants  of  public  au- 
thority ;  and  most  of  all  in  those  solemn  grants 
denominated  constitutions.  These  grants,  being 
from  the  people  to  their  rulers,  are  always  de- 
liberately framed.    They  are  penned  with  the 
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utmost  aeearacy  and  preciston  of  lanffinge.  All 
powars  intended  to  be  granted,  and  tnose  not  in- 
cluded in  the  terms  made  use  of,  are  withheld. 
This  is  not  a  mere  technical  role  of  the  school- 
men or  the  forum.  It  is  founded  in  reason^  good 
sense,  and  Justice;  and  is  all-important  in  the 
construction  of  constitutions.  If  the  words  of 
suck  grants-are  departed  from,  upon  any  pretence, 
what  safety  do  they  afford?  If  reasoning  by 
aaalogy  is  once  permitted,  so  that  eases  not  enu- 
meratech  but  supposed  to  stand  upon  a  footing  in 
point  of  reason  and  expediency,  are,  by  liberal 
conatructton,  held  to  be  Included  in  it,  what  se- 
curitr  is  there  but  the  discretion  of  thoee  who  un- 
dertalce  to  expound  it?  A  constitution  should  be 
considered  as  a  pillar  of  marble,  not  as  a  figure 
of  wax;  it  must  remain  as  it  comes  from  the 
hand  of  the  artist,  and  not  be  moulded  by  offi- 
cious hands  into  a  more  oonTenient  shape.  The 
role  I  have  laid  down,  has  been  considered  of 
aofficient  im|iortance  to  be  engrafted  into  the 
Constitution  itself.  The  tenth  amendment,  in 
ordaining  that  **  all  powers  not  delegated  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  States  respeciively  and  to  the 
people,"  declares,  in  the  spirit  of  the  role  I  have 
stated,  that  all  powers  not  ffranted  to  the  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitutional  caarter,  remain  with 
the  oeoble  or  the  State  gcyvernments. 

Mr*  Speaker,  this  special,  limited,  concurrent 
power  over  the  militia,  is  given  by  the  States  to 
Congfress  only  in  three  cases — 'Uo  enforce  the 
laws,  suppress  insurrections,  and  Tcpel  invasion." 
I  call  it  a  special  concurrent  power,  and  it  is 
ekariy  no  more ;  for  the  States,  notwithstanding 
this  iprantj  retain  the  power  to  call  forth  their 
miUlia  for  the  same  or  any  other  lawful  purpose. 
There  is,  then,  no  gmnt  of  absolute  power  even 
in  these  cases;  and  the  people  and  the  State  gov- 
ernments have  not  only  the  right  of  insisting  up- 
on a  strict  observance  of  the  limitation,  but  the 
conreipendiiig  right  to  resist  all  encroachments 
upon  what  they  kttve  reserved  onto  themselves«— 
for^  as  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  a  limited  gov- 
ernment to  be  kept  within  its  proper  orbit,  so  it 
is  the  unquestionable  right  and  duty  of  the  people 
'  to -oblige  those  who  administer  it  to  preserve  this 
faoottdaryj  and  to  resist  and  repel  illegal  encroaoh- 


Iconsider  these  princifdesto  be  unouestioaable. 
They  will,  I  should  hope,  receive  the  assent  of 
overy  gentUnan  of  this  House.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  Iflattev  myself  that  they  will  stand  the  test 
of  the  severest  scrutiny ;  and,  being  established, 
the  only  question  must  be,  whether  the  act  now 
under  consideration  is  a  proper  execution  of  the 
limited  authority  vested  in  Conmss,  to  ''call 
forth  the  militia  to  repel  Invasion." 

In  examining  this  question,  i  shall  not  follow 
the  example  which  has  been  set  by  some  of  the 
advocates  for  the  bill;  I  shall  spend  no  time  in 
ransacking  ancient  and  modem  history  for  prece- 
dents or  examples  of  governments  asserting  the 
right  of  making  every  man  a  soldier.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  to  examine  I 
what  was  the  law  in  Qteeoe  or  Rome,  or  what! 


has  been  the  practice  of  George  III.  or  of  Bona- 
parte— the  question  is  exclusively  an  American 
question.  I  shall  keep  it  in  miud  that  1  am  in 
the  American  Congress,  considering  an  American 
act,  to  be  tested  bv  the  American  Constitution, 
and  shall  not  trouble  the  House  in  going  over 
matters  so  entirely  useless  and  inapplicable. 

The  bill  before  us  is  curiously  framed.  There 
is  little  or  no  coincidence  between  the  title  and 
the  provisions  of  the  bill;  between  the  pretended 
and  the  real  objects.  But  its  best  friends  can 
discover  only  two  objects  apparent  on  its  faoe: 
First,  to  call  out  eighty  thousand  militia  for  the 
d^ence  of  the  frontiers  against  invasion;  or, 
secondly,  to  compel  these  eighty  thousand  militia 
to  fufaish  forty  thousand  regular  soldiers. 

Supposing  these  to  be  the  real  objects,  and  that 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  adapted  to  them, 
it  can  be  easily  proved  that  they  are  unauthorized 
by  the  Constitution.  Let  me  ask,  sir,  what  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  empowers  Congress  to 
call  forth  the  militia  to  defend  the  frontiers  from 
invasion?  None  can  be  produced->-and  it  never 
was  the  intention  of  the  neople  to  ^rant  such  a 
|K>wer.  A  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  '^de- 
fend the  frontiers  against  invasion,"  would  be  a 
general  power  to  make  use  of  the  militia  dnrinff 
a  war;  it  would  be  destitute  of  all  substantia 
limitation,  aid  might  be  exercised  without  con- 
trol.  Such  a  power,  not  depending  upon  noto- 
rious fact^  would  include  in  it  a  right  to  order 
out  the  militia  for  the  common  purposes  of  war- 
when  and  where,  and  for  as  long  a  time  as  Con- 
gress should  see  fit.  If  Congress  may  call  them 
forth  for  the  general  purpose  of  defence,  who  is 
to  judge— who,  but  itself,  can  judge  of  the  ne- 
cessity and  propriety  of  the  call?  Such  a  power 
would  necessarily  destroy  those  limitations  so 
earefolly  provided,  and  place  the  whole  militia 
of  the  United  States  under  the  control  of  the 
Greneral  Government  for  the  general  purposes  of 
war.  They  might  be  marched  from  the  seaboard 
to  the  northwestern  frontier,  and  there  be  kept 
durias  a  war,  doing  duty  as  garrison  soldiers;  or, 
in  other  words,  as  regular  soldiers,  under  the 
pretext  that  they  were  called  forth  to  defend  the 
frontiers.  Indeed^  I  can  see  no  reason  why,  if 
this  construction  be  correct,  they  may  not  be 
Mrehed  to  those  remote  regions  before  the  war 
is  actoally  declared;  or  why  they  may  not  be 
kept  there  until  it  ended.  If  the  power  be  that  of 
employing  the  i&ilitia  for  the  general  purposes  of 
defence,  where  is  the  necessity  of  waiting  until 
the  war  is  actually  declared  ?  Surely,  a  prudent 
Government  would  not  wait  until  that  event  took 
place,  before  it  provided  the  means  of  defence. 
A  wise  Qovernment,  intending  to  wage  a  war, 
would  be  so  provident  as  at  least  to  place  its 
frontiers  in  a  state  of  defence,  before  it  drew  the 
sword:  and  as  the  duty  of  defending  the  frontiers 
would  exist  as  long  as  the  war,  it  is  manifest,  if 
the  militia  could  be  called  forth  for  this  general 
purpose,  they  might  be  detained  there  as  long  as 
the  occasion  existed ;  or,  in  other  words,  during 
the  war. 

But  no  such  power  is  given,  or  was  intended 
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to  be  ^iven.  The  power  actually  giveD  to  Coo- 
gress  18  to  call  fortb  the  militia  to  repel  invaBioD 
—not  to  defend  the  frontiers  from  invasion.  The 
power  claimed  by  this  bill  is,  that  whenever 
Congress  think  an  invasion  probable,  they  may 
call  forth  the  militia  to  guard  against  it. 

The  power  granted  by  the  Constitatton  is,  that 
when  an  invasion  takes  place,  Congress  may  call 
forth  the  militia  to  repel  it.    • 

The  powers  are  not  the  same,  bat  essentiallv 
and  substantially  different.  The  one  is  general, 
depending  for  its  just  exercise  on  will  and  dis- 
cretion. The  other  is  limited,  guarded  by  ex- 
press words,  and  defended  against  perversion,  by 
the  requirement  of  a  notorious  fact,  of  the  exist- 
ence of  which  the  State  governments  are  as  com- 
petent to  judge  and  decide,  as  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

The  power  claimed,  in  its  practical  operation, 
places  the  militia  of  the  States,  without  limita- 
tion as  to  number  or  time  of  service,  in  the  power 
of  Congress. 

The  power  granted  only  authorizes  calling 
them  out  on  a  particular  emergency,  which  car- 
ries with  it  its  own  limitation,  botn  as  to  num- 
bers and  time  of  service. 

The  power  claimed  subjects  the  militia  to  the 
general  duty  and  service  of  the  war.  It  makes 
them,  in  truth,  regulars,  though  they  are  called 
militia;  for  the  President  may  command  them  to 
perform  every  service  without  restriction,  and  at 
any  place. 

The  power  granted  preserves  the  essential  qual- 
ity of  being  called  out  in  aid  of  a  regular  army, 
upon  the  contemplated  emergency  happening,  and 
of  returning  to  their  homes  as  soon  as  the  emer- 
gency has  ceased. 

The  power  claimed  subjects  the  citizen  to  be 
made  a  soldier  without  his  consent,  for  any  length 
of  time.  For  whether  he  shall  serve  one  year, 
or  two,  or  ten,  or  during  a  war,  is  admitted  to  be 
only  a  matter  of  sound  discretion. 

The  power  granted  leaves  him  all  his  rights  as 
a  citizen ;  guards  and  protects  him  in  the  service 
required ;  calls  him  to  arms  to  repel  an  invader ; 
and,  as  soon  as  he  is  repelled,  returns  the  citizen 
to  his  family. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  consider  the  claim  now  for  the 
first  time  set  up  by  the  Gknerai  Government  to 
the  personal  service  of  every  citizen— subjecting 
him  to  be  made  a  soldier,  under  the  pretence  of 
defending  against  invasion,  and  binding  him  to 
military  service  whether  it  happens  or  not,  and 
after  the  enemy  is  expelled,  as  entirely  onwar- 
-  ranted,  whether  we  regard  tne  words  of  the  Con- 
stitutional grant,  or  the  manifest  intention  of  its 
makers.  The  people  have  never  vested  such  a 
power  in  Congress — they  have  reserved  it  to 
themselves,  or  it  is  deposited,  together  with  the 
general  mass  of  sovereignty,  in  the  State  Qovern- 
ments. 

The  noxious  illegal  character  of  this  bill  is  not 
at  all  taken  away  or  altered  by  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee,  requiring  only  a  service  of 
one  ]rear  instead  of  two.  It  is  true,  that  it  allevi- 
ates iu  harshness:  it  will  be  less  oppressive.    It 


may  be  more  palatable,  and,  for  that  reaaoii,  it 
may  be  more  aangerous.  When  the  oppressor 
assumes  the  form  of  a  giant,  he  creates  alarm,  and 
will  be  sure  to  meet  with  due  opposition.  When 
oppression  eomes  like  a  mighty  flood  to  over- 
whelm the  privileges  of  the  people,  they  will  not 
fail  to  breast  the  torrent  with  firmness  and  spirit. 
But,  when  he  assumes  a  reasonable  8bape--a 
common  form ; — when  the  measure  carries  with 
it  the  imposing  pretence  of  public  wants,  or  pub- 
lic defence;  and,  especially,  when  the  origtnal 
plan  is  softened  and  meliorated  in  its  application ; 
then  we  are  apt  to  comfort  ourselves  that  it  is  no 
worse,  and  and  finally  to  disregard  the  dangeroos 
principle  that  lurks  beneath. 

The  amendment  leaves  the  objection  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill  in  full  force.  Congress  have 
It  not  in  their  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  for 
a  year,  a  month,  or  a  day,  except  to  repel  inva- 
sion, execute  the  laws,  and  suppress  insurrection. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  power  now  claimed, 
of  using  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  for  the 
general  purposes  of  war,  under  pretext  of  defend- 
mg  the  frontier  from  invasion,  is  not  only  un- 
founded, in  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, by  the  words  and  evident  meaning  of  the 
granting  clause,  but  that  it  is  inconsistent  with 
other  parts  of  the  charter;  that  it  reverses  the 
whole  plan  or  scheme  of  Government ;  destroy- 
ing its  symmetry,  and  removing  some  of  iu  most 
important  balances  and  checks. 

One  principal  and  avowed  object  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  was,  to  provide  for  the  public 
defence,  and  to  take  that  duty  from  the  individual 
States,  and  impose  it  upon  the  General  Govern- 
ment Experience,  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, had  taught  how  little  the  State  Govern- 
ments were  to  b^  relied  on  to  perform  this  import- 
ant task.  It  had  been  found  that  acting  witnont 
obligatory  union,  oftentimes  under  the  inflneace 
of  narrow,  interested  politics,  they  were  not  to  be 
trusted  for  steady  efforts,  proportionate  to  relative 
ability;  or  to  the  interests  which  they  had  at  stake. 
The  people  had  become  tired  of  a  Government  of 
requisitions,  which  could  not  be  enforced.  They 
called  for  one,  which,  acting  immediately  on  the 
population,  would  possess  the  power  of  securing 
due  respect  to  its  own  Constitutional  demands. 
Hence  they  imposed  the  great  duty  of  public  de- 
fence on  the  General  Government,  and  famished 
it  with  most  ample  means  to  enable  it  to  perform 
the  service  required.  They  endowed  it,  not  only 
with  the  high  powers  of  making  war  and  peace, 
but  with  those  also  of  raising  regular  armies,  and 
of  imposing  taxes.  Thus  it  became  invested  with 
the  great  powers  of  the  sword  and  the  purse,  of 
raising  men  and  money,  without  limitation,  as  to 
number  or  sum ;  having  no  bounds  but  the  public 
wants,  and  the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty. 
Having  thus  provided  and  vested  in  the  Federal 
Grovernment,  all  the  means  requisite  to  the  great 
end  in  view,  the  State  Governments  are  absolved 
from  the  general  duty,  and  are  mereljr  required 
to  furnish  their  militia  to  aid  in  repelling  an  in- 
vader. It  is  evident,  then,  to  me,  that  the  Con- 
stitution contemplated  a  regular  army  as  the 
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steady  and  proper  means  of  poUie  defeaee  in  time 
of  war ;  the  militia  as  a  temporary  auxiliary  force, 
to  be  called  in  aid,  on  emergency  or  sadden  onset. 
Bot  the  plan  of  this  bill  reverses  everything.  In* 
stead  of  the  Federal  Government  providing  for  the 
public  defence,  by  the  means  surrendered  to  it  \ 
instead  of  raising  armies,  to  defend  the  States,  in 
a  war  declared  by  itself— it  calls  on  the  States  to 
defend  the  Union.  The  militia  of  the  particular 
States  must  be  called  forth  to  defend  the  United 
States.  The  militia  is  converted  into  the  regular 
force,  the  regulars  into  the  auxiliary  I 

The  experience  of  the  Revolution  and  the  pa- 
ternal warnings  of  their  illustrious  Chief  had 
further  taught  the  people,  that  militia  were  not 
to  be  relied  on  in  a  war  with  a  foreign  Power ; 
that  they  were  a  most  expensive  and  inefiectual 
force;  that  every  principle  of  sound  policy  for- 
bade their  being  called  from  their  occupations  and 
business,  to  be  made  soldiers  \  nevertheless,  their 
usefulness  in  aiding  a  regular  army,  on  sudden 
emergency,  had  oftentimes  been  experienced,  and 
was  well  known.  The  plan,  therefore,  was  to  de- 
fend the  country,  in  case  of  foreign  war,  by  regu- 
lars, and  to  add  the  qualified  authority,  to  call 
forta  the  militia,  on  the  emergency  contemplated. 
This  was  a  wise  and  safe  course,  and  it  is  folly 
and  weakness  in  the  extreme  to  attempt  to  alter  it. 

There  was  also  a  further  reason  for  leaving  the 
general  authoritv  over  the  militia  in  the  State 
governments,  and  denying  it  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment;— that  it  might  be  a  check  upon  the 
great  powers  of  war  and  peace,  sword  and  purse, 
thus  surrendered  to  the  General  Government. 
The  Federal  Government  is  not  only  a  limited 
Government,  but  it  is  furnished  with  its  balances 
and  checks.  It  was  framed  upon  the  principle, 
tkit  no  set  of  men  can  be  safely  trusted  with 

Eower,  without  some  means  left  elsewhere  to 
eep  it  within  proper  bounds.  It  was  this  proud 
Erinciple  of  jealousy  of  power,  wherever  it  might 
e  deposited,  that  produced  the  Revolution.  That 
great  event  was  not  so  much  brought  about  hj 
actual  oppression,  as  by  the  assertion  of  princi- 
ples which  were  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  free- 
men. So  thought  the  great  men  who  formed 
and  adopted  this  Constitution.  They  were  high- 
minded  republicans  in  deed,  and  not  merely  in  the 
name.  Their  political  creed  was,  that  no  set  of 
men  were  to  be  trusted  with  discretionary  pow- 
ers. They  knew  that  paper  limitations  were  use- 
less, unless  accompanied  by  the  means.  Hence 
they  denied  some  powers  to  the  General,  and  some 
to  the  State  Governments.  They  limited  others  \ 
and  when  they  bestowed  (general  powers  on  the 
Federal  head,  the  means  of  a  wholesome  control 
was  left  with  the  people  and  the  State  Govern- 
ments. But  these  salutary  principles  are  now  out 
of  fashioo.  They  are  either  unknown,  forgotten, 
or  disregarded.  The  plan  of  the  Republican  Ad- 
ministration has  been  evidently  to  accumulate 
power  in  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, from  the  President  down  to  the  lowest  col- 
lector, or  tax  gatherer.  Scarcely  is  a  bill  reported 
upon  any  subject,  relating  either  to  war  or  reve- 
nue, which  does  not  contain  some  covert  attack 


on  the  unquestionable  righto  of  a  free  people. 
It  is  manifest  to  me  that  the  Constitution  con- 
tains no  grant  of  the  militia  to  the  Federal  Gov* 
ernment  for  the  general  purpose  of  even  defensive 
war.  When  this  instrument  was  before  the  peo- 
ple, such  a  power  as  is  now  contended  for  was 
never  attributed  to  it,  either  by  its  enemies  or  its 
friends.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  great  and 
dangerous  powers  actually  granted  by  it,  such  as 
those  of  making  war  and  peace,  raising  armiesy 
and  imposing  taxes,  were  objected  to  by  honest 
and  enlightened  opposers,  the  answer  was  (and  it 
is  a  sound  one  if  the  Constitution  is  executed  in 
its  true  sense  and  spirit)  that  there  wm  a  sufficient 
security  against  abuses  in  the  habits  of  the  peo- 

file,  their  aversion  from  war,  and  their  spirit  of 
iberty  \  but  especiallv  in  the  State  Governmento, 
and  their  militia.  And  I  might,  with  perfect 
safety,  hazard  the  assertion,  that  if  the  power^  now 
contended  for,  to  call  forth  the  whole  militia  for 
the  general  purposes  of  war,  without  any  regard 
to  the  Constitutional  limitation,  or  to  time  or 
place  of  service,  had  been  inserted  in  plain,  terms 
in  the  charter,  it  would  have  been  rejected. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  perhaps  it  may  be  demanded 
of  me  whether  the  militia  mav  not  be  called  forth 
until  an  invasion  actually  takes  place.  It  may 
be  asked,  must  the  Government  wait  until  the 
enemy  lands  upon  our  shores,  before  it  can  resort 
to  this  force  ?  Upon  this  point  I  would  answer, 
that  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1795,  to  carry 
into  effect  that  part  of  the  Constitution  now  under 
consideration,  places  this  subject  on  its  proper  foot- 
ing. The  act  authorizes  the  President  to  call 
forth  the  militia  in  case  of  invasion,  or  imminent 
danger  of  i  n vasion.  This,  in  terms,  is  an  extension 
of  the  provisions  of  the  instrument,  and  it  cer- 
tainly ffoes  to  the  very  verge  of  the  Constitutional 
limit ;  but  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  it  is  a  sound 
exposition  of  its  true  intent  and  meaning.  The 
words  of  this  law,  not  to  be  found  in  the  Consti- 
tion,  are  these — "  imminent  danger  of  invasion," 
and  they  seem  to  have  been  carefully  selected  for 
their  accuracy  and  precision.  By  imminent  dan- 
cer is  meant — impending,  threatening  danger^ 
danger  at  hand.  It  does  not  include  danger  only 
expected,  or  probable,  resulting  from  a  general 
state  of  war.  For  instance,  it  is  no  such  emer- 
gency as  is  provided  for  in  the  Constitution,  that 
we  are  engaged  in  a  war  with  a  powerful  nation, 
and  that  there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  she  will 
invade  some  part  of  our  territory.  This  would 
induce  a  provident  Administration  to  have  a  good 
army  in  the  field,  but  does  not  authorize  ordering 
the  militia  into  actual  service.  But,  if  the  Presi- 
dent were  now  in  possession  of  information,  that 
a  large  expedition  had  been  prepared  for  and  was 
on  its  wav  to  attack  New  Orleans,  (as  we  have 
reason  to  believe  he  is,)  he  need  not  delay  his  call 
on  the  militia  until  the  enemy  shall  arrive,  but  he 
may  lawfully  call  on  those  of  the  contiguous 
States,  to  meet  and  repel  that  invasion,  when- 
ever the  enemy  shall  make  his  appearance.  So, 
if  a  fleet  should  arrive  at  Sandvliook,  or  at  tha 
Capes  of  the  Delaware;  it  might  require  a  loa^ 
time  to  enable  them  to  get  up  and  land  their 


843 


m81^0K¥  or  OONOifflBS.' 


844 


H.  ov  R. 


MUUia  DmugkU. 


DEOBHBR,18i4: 


troops.  Still  the  Presideot  need  not  wtiC  until 
the]r  have  landed ;  because  these  are  eases  of  in- 
vasion^ or  of  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  within 
the  fair  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  Constitution. 

This  statute  of  1795  asserts  no  power  to  call 
forth  the  militia  for  the  general  purposes  of  war, 
or  to  defend  the  frontiers ;  but  only  to  repel  in- 
vasion actually  made  or  depending.  Yet  this 
statute  was  drawn  with  the  utmost  care,  and  was 
doubtless  intended  to  occupy  all  the  ground  given 
to  the  Gleneral  €K>vernment  by  the  Constitution, 
aa  it  was  then  understood.  It  is  entitled  to  the 
utmost  respect  and  weight,  as  a  Legislative  dec- 
laration how  far  this  right  extends,  and  what  are 
its  just  limits. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  detain  the  House  in  re- 
marking on  the  circumstance  that  the  enemv  are 
in  i>ossession  of  some  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  as  that  circumstance  can  afford  no 
aid  to  this  bill,  and  indeed  does  not  seem  to  be 
much  relied  on.  None  of  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  are  adapted  to  that  case,  it  is  not  designed 
to  enable  the  President  to  call  forth  the  militia  to 
expel  them.  The  existing  laws  are  already  folly 
competent  to  this  end.  He  may  call  forth  the 
militia  to  repel  this  invasion.  But  the  object  of 
this  bill  is  to  form  a  militia  armament,  not  to  ex- 
pel those  invaders,  but  to  serre  for  one  year.  The 
enemy  is  left  in  quiet  possession  of  what  he  has 
taken,  and  this  army  is  to  be  raised  to  carry  on 
the  war  as  the  President  shall  direct.  *  It  may  be 
marched  into  Canada,  leaving  the  invaders  be- 
hind.   But  more  of  this  hereafter. 

As  to  the  second  object  of  this  bill,  which  is  to 
induce  this  corps  of  80,000  militia  to  furnish 
40,000  regulars  3  to  be  sure  it  does  not  figure  in 
the  title  of  the  act;  yet  it  has  been  avowed  hy 
many-  gentlemen  to  be  the  real  object  which  this 
bill  IS  to  attain. 

I  cannot  avoid  remarking,  how  admirably  the 
title  of  this  act  has  been  contrived,  to  give  notice 
of  a  matter  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  bill — 
that  is,  a  plan  to  defend  the  frontiers  against  in- 
vasion, and  to  conceal  what  it  does  contain,  an 
ille|;al  device  to  compel  the  militia  to  furnish  re- 
croits  for  the  regular  army.  But  surely  those 
j^ntlemen  who  excused  themselves  in  voting  for 
1^  although  they  acknowledge  that  it  is  no  militia 
bill,  because  it  affords  a  prospect  of  supplying  the 
ranks  of  the  regular  army ;  surely  such  gentle- 
men have  not  considered,  that  if  Congress  have 
no  right  to  call  for  the  militia  as  this  bill  does  call 
for  them,  neither  can  it  possess  even  a  pretence 
of  right  to  require  them  to  furnish  regulars,  as  the 
commutation  proposed  for  the  militia  service. 
Bmt  if  there  is  no  right  to  require  the  principal 
dnty  there  can  be  none  to  require  the  substitute. 
If  the  obligation  to  serve  in  the  militia,  as  this 
bin  requires,  does  not  exis^  the  alternative  ought 
not  to  exist.  This  need  only  be  stated  to  receive 
the  assent  of  every  just  man  in  the  community. 
Then,  to  demand  by  law  what  we  have  no  riffht 
to  demand*-to  impose  on  the  people  a  burden 
which  we  have  no  right  to  impose,  and  oblige 
t^m  to  perform  it,  or  to  provide  a  substitute, 
will  at  once  give  to  the  whole  process  the  char- 


acter of  illegal  compulsion.  To  class  the  raiUiia 
for  purposes,  not  within  our  control  j  to  require 
of  them  a  service,  which  they  are  not  bound  to 
perform ;  and  then  to  excuse  them  if  they  will 
furnish  half  the  number  of  regular  soldiers — what 
is  this  but  coercion  ?  what  is  this  but  classing  the 
militia,  and  draughting  them  to  furnish  recruittlbr 
the  regular  army?  It  becomes  conscription; 
which  IS  nothing  more  than  obliging  men  to  serve 
in  the  army,  or  to  furnish  others  to  serve,  without 
their  consent,  and  without  the  authority  of  Con- 
stitutional law.  It  is  conscription  of  the  most  odi- 
ous character.  The  form  and  shape  given  to  it 
are  the  most  offensive  that  could  be  proposed  to 
a  free  people.  It  is  concealed  and  covert — it  ia 
injustice  perpetrated  under  the  pretence  and  color 
of  rightful  authority. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  are  then  reduced  Co  this 
dilemma.  If  the  bill  is  reallv  a  militia  bill,  it  is 
unconstitutional,  and  should  be  rejected.  If  it  is 
not  a  militia  bill,  (as  some  of  the  majority  have 
contended,)  but  the  real  object  is  to  obtain  regulars, 
this  is  still  more  objectionable,  and  should  receive 
no  countenance  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  My  observations  will 
be  general.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  House  with- 
decending  to  particulars.  And  I  cannot  reteis 
from  again  remarking  on  the  title  of  this  bill — its 
deceptive  form  and  character.  It  affects  to  in«- 
form  the  reader  that  he  may  within  expect  to  find 
a  plan  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  defend  the 
frontiers  againt  invasion,  and  yet  there  is  not 
a  single  provision  to  be  found  in  the  enacting 
clauses  adapted  to  such  an  object.  The  plan 
which  the  bill  developes  is,  to  class  the  militia/ 
under  the  direction  and  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent. They  are  then  to  be  draughted.  Those  se- 
lected are  to  be  organized  into  regiments  and  bri- 
gades, and  are  to  pass  at  once  into  the  United 
States  service.  There  is  no  provision  regulating 
the  particular  service  upon  which  they  are  to  be 
employed ;  there  is  nothing  to  confine  the  service 
to  the  Constitutional  emergencies,  to  repel  inva^ 
sions,  to  execute  the  laws,  or  to  suppress  insur- 
rections. But  the  men  are  put  under  martial  law 
and  mustserVe  as  they  shall  be  ordered.  The 
bill  pursues  no  plan  of  a  militia  law  heretofore 
passed.  It  has  not  a  militia  feature  in  it ;  but  on* 
the  contrary  prostrates  at  once  all  their  rights  and 
privilef^es.  It  may,  sir,  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
proposition,  that  a  bill  professing  to  be  a  militia 
bill,  but  which  disregards  and  destroys  all  the  es- 
sential qualities  of  the  militia  armament,  which 
deprives  the  militiaman  of  inherent  fundamental 
rights,  rights  always  acknowledged  and  possessed, 
cannot  be  consistent  with  the  Constitutional  pow- 
ers of  this  Government.  The  rights  of  the  mili- 
tia were  long  known  and  universally  acquiesced 
in,  before  this  Government  acquired  its  qualified 
jurisdiction  over  them.  They  claimed  and  exep* 
cised  these  rights  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitn-^ 
tion.  Congress  received  the  powers  it  possesaea 
subject  to  these  privileges.  Tney  are  founded  in 
justice,  and  in  the  intrinsic  nature  of  a  force  4 
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pOMd  of  the  wlu)l«  body  of  tiw  people.  They 
are  soppofted  by  prescription  or  eoastaat  usage* 
When  I  speak  of  militia  rigbitSf  1  mean  tbese :  to  be 
called  out  for  short  periods  of  emergeoc^y ;  to  be 
takeo  from  plaees  coatiguous,  and  not  to  be  eom- 
pelled  to  serve  elsewhere;  to  serve  only  in  just 
rolmtioa  with  others.  An  act  which  violates  all 
these  principles  may  be  safely  called  no  militia 
law,  but  an  unconslittttiooal  requisition* 

When  the  bill  came  from  the  Senate,  tbe  term 
'  of  servicerequired  by  it  was  two  years.  We  have 
reduced  it  to  one.  The  principle  however  is  not 
changed*  The  obligation  to  serve  is  absolute,  per- 
emptory^ unconditional*  There  is  no  one  provi- 
sion Umuin^  the  service  by  any  contingeney.  If 
the«nemy,  in. one  month  after  this  force  shall  be 
organized,  should  be  driven  to  the,  walls  of  due- 
bee,  or  besieffed  in  Halifax,  still  the  militiaman 
must  be  a  soldier.  What  section  of  the  Coosti- 
tatioB)  let  me  ask,  authorizes  this  7  What  letter 
of  that  instrument  enables  Congress  to  fix  any 
absolute  time  of  service  ?  The  legal  call  is  to  re- 
pel invasion.  It  carries  with  it  its  own  limitation. 
The  obligation  toserv^iasts  so  long,  and  no  longer, 
as  the  particular  invasion  for  which  the  ser- 
vice is  required  exists.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
tbe  act  of  1795,  before  alluded  to^  contains  no  aro- 
vision  ascertaining  how  long  th«  militia  called 
forth  to  serve  in  the  eases  stated  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, shall  serve;  it  leaves  it  in  this  respect  as  it 
ought  to  be  left,  to  the  intrinsic  limitation  of  the 
granting  clause.  But  it  ordaias  that  they  shall 
not  be  required  to  serve  more  than  three  months 
in  any  4Mie  year ;  thecelMr  guarding  and  protecting 
this  essential  quality  of  militia  service.  This  Is 
a  correct  exposition  of  the  limited  Constitutional 
graat.  The  words  of  that  charter  carried  with 
them  the  intended  limitation,  and  therefore  it 
was  unnecessary  to  insert  another.  But  as  it 
mijghtso  happen,  that  invasion,  or  one  of  the  other 
exigencies,  might  endure  longer  than  a  militia- 
man ought  to  be  compelled  to  see ve^  car«  was 
taken  that  they  should  not  on  any  pretence  be 
required  to  serve  for  more  than  three  months  out 
of  twelve* 

There  apneafs  to  me  to  exist  no  right  to  fix  the 
time  of  service  but  for  the  purpose  ofestablishing 
a  day  beyond  ndiich  they  shall  not  be  required 
to  serve.  The  period  of  sevvice  which  the  Grov- 
ernflsent  may  rightfully  demand,  is  quite  another 
thing,  and  depends  entirely  on  the  exigency  out 
of  which  the  right  to  call  them  forth  may  arise. 
If  the  call  is  to  enforce  the  laws,  the  right  of 
service  ceases  when-  the  empire  of  the  laws  are 
restored.  If  to  suppress  insurrections;  when  tbe 
insurgenis  are  quelled.  If ,  to  repel  invasions; 
when  the  invader  is  driven  back.  If  prudence-^ 
if  reasons  of  State,  or  alleged  necessitv,  require 
a  lo^  period  of  service,  recourse  must  be  had  to 
the  State  Legislature.  The- State  governments 
are  absolute,  except  where  they  are  controlled  by 
their  own  constitutions.  They  mav  safely  be 
trusted— they  would  co-operate  with  the  Qeneral 
Qovemment  in  all  necessary  measures  of  defence 
as  long  as  that  Government  respected  their  rights, 
aad  performed  iu  reUitivedwieB. 


The  next  chaiaeteristic  privilege  of  the  mili- 
tia is  to  be  taken  from  a  State  contiguous  to  that 
where  service  is  required;  and  how  is  this  to  be 
secured  ?  There  is  but  one  method  of  effecting 
it— *adhere  to  the  Constitution;  construe  it  ac- 
cording to  its  words  and  plain  intent;  confine 
the  power  of  Congress  to  call  forth  the  militia  to 
the  enumerated  cases ;  do  this,  and  this  impor- 
tant privilege  is  secured.  These  are  all  the  cases 
of  emergency.  If  the  militia  cannot  be  called 
forth  until  the  emergency  exists,  then  they  must 
necessarily  be  taken  from  the  contiguous  neigh- 
borhoods or  States.  But,  as  I  have  before  statedy. 
this  bill  contains  no  provision  that  the  militia 
shall  not  be  called  into  actual  service  until  the 
exigencies  occur ;  nor  that  they  shall  be  called 
from  theadjacent  parts  of  the  neighboring  States^ 
but  they  are  left  in  these  important  respects  alto-, 
gether  in  the  power  of  the  President.  The  rulea- 
of  martial  law  will  oblige,  them  to  obey.  Thef 
may  be  marched  from  Mpine  to  Louisiana.* 
There  is  no  limitation  in  regard  to  thi  place 
where  the  service  is  to  be  performed.  In  the  bill, 
as  it  came  to  us^  there  was  a  section  restraining , 
the  rijght  of  service  to  the  State  from  whence  tbe 
militia  came,  or  to  the  next  adjoining;  but  this 
we  have  stricken  out,  therebyr  deelarinjgouropiji^ 
ions  to  be  that  the  power  is  unlimited  in  this  ^ 
pariicttlftrj  and  tbev  may  rightfully  be.  seat  anyt 
where.  Afk  the  bill  no^v  stands,  under  tbesper 
cious  pretext  of  defending  the  frontiers,  the  mili- 
tia of  New  Uersey  may  be  marched  to  Detroit  or . 
to  Maine ;  acting  on  the  favorite  maxim  of  the  - 
Administration,  that  tbe  United  States  must  be 
defended  in  Canada,  that  the  invasion  of  that 
country  is  a  measure  purely  defensive,  these 
troops  may  be  ordered  to  Cluebec  or  Montreal* : 
And  if  they  refuse  to  pass  tbe  frqntiers  they  are 
called  forth  to  defend,  they  may  be  shot  as  mutir 
neers.  It  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  to  say,  thuA 
the  President  will  exercise  a  sound  discretion, 
and  will  not  order  these  men  to  serve  ai  a  great 
distance  from  their  homes.  If  the  Constitution^ 
has  not  subjected  the  militia  to  the  discretion  of 
the  President,  we  have  no  right  to  do  so  by  law.^^ 
What  a  freeman  may  claim  as  an  undoubted, 
riffht,  he  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  receive  as 
a  favor. 

This  bill  also  destroys  the  great  principle  of 
rotation,  by  which  I  mean  the  important  privir; 
lege  of  every  freeman,  not  to  be  8ubj|ect  to  mUir 
tary  service,  but  in  a  just  proportion  of  timci 
with  other  freemen  of  his  vicinage.  This  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  most  important  privilege. 
The  militia  consists  of  all  the  people — the  entire 
male  population.  They  have  their  rights,  nol 
only  as  between  them  and  the  Qovernment,  but 
as  between  each  man  and  tbe  residue.  All  can- 
not be  called  forth  at  a  time,  or  the  country  would 
become  a  deaerL  Hence  tbe  right  of  each  man 
is,  that  he  shall  only  be  called  into  actual  ser<i 
vice  in  just  rotation  with  all  others.  To  declare 
by  law  that  one  class  shall  absolutely  serve  fof 
one,  two,  or  ten  years,  is  entirely  unjust  and  ille^ 
gal*  Substantially,  it  makes  them  rcjgular  sol- 
diers.   Suppose  the  war  should  terminate  .with 
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<the  year,  then  one  class  will  have  borne  the 
whole  harden.    No  such  injustice  takes  place  if 
we  use  them  as  militia  ought  to  be  used.    If  we 
require  their  services  according  to  the  intrinsic 
nature  of  the  force,  and  as  the  rules  of  justice 
•require,  all  will  be  right.  They  should  be  ordered 
■out  for  short  periods,  and  be  often  relieved  during 
-a  campaign,  so  that  no  one  class  should  becom> 
4)eiled  to  serve  for  a  longer  time  than  its  equal- 
tour  of  duty  may  demand.    Let  it  not  be  urged 
■chat  so  short  a  service  will  prevent  their  improve- 
ment in  the  military  art.    The  error  is,  in  requi- 
■ring  of  the  militia  a  service  to  which  'they  are 
incompetent,  and  for  which  they  were  never 
designed.    The  militia  were  not  intended,  and 
should  never  be  relied  on  to  fight  pitched  battles 
With  a  disciplined  foe.    They  are  only  calculated 
to  serve  as  an  irregular  auxiliary  force,  to  harass 
and  distress  the  enemy  upon  a  sudden  onset. 
The  sooner  they  are  brought  into  action  after 
they  leave  their  homes  the  better.    They  must 
have  britve  men  to  command  them,  and  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  suited  to  their  nature  and 
genius.    In  a  service  adapted  to  them  they  will 
render  essential  aid.    Thus  employed,  they  dare 
to  follow  wherever  their  officers  dare  to  lead.   In 
a  camp  they  will  learn  little  that  is  good ;  there 
perhaps  you  may  discipline  select  corps  composed 
of  the  flower  or  your  youth,  but  the  militia  en 
ina$8e  will  learn  little  else  than  bad  habits,  and 
to  become  disgusted  with  your  service.    Let  us 
then  abandon  the  vain  expectation  of  compelling 
the  militia  to  do  the  duty  and  supply  the  place  of 
regulars.    Let  us  respect  their  nehts,  and  they 
wul  be  more  useful.    If  we  trample  their  privi- 
leges under  foot,  they  will  be  less  dangerous  to 
the  enemy  than  to  their  oppressors. 

It  is  most  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  act  of 
1795,  all  these  essential  characteristics  of  the 
militia  force  are  carefully  preserved.  That  act 
provides  that  they  shall  be  called  from  the  parts 
most  contiguous  to  the  place  of  danger.  That 
they  shall  not  serve  more  than  three  months  in 
any  one  year,  and  each  man  only  in  due  rotation 
with  every  other  able-bodied  man  of  the  battalion 
to  which  be  belongs.  This  act  is  entitled,  as  I 
before  remarked,  to  the  most  profound  respect,  as 
a  correct  exposition  of  the  Constitutional  powers 
of  the  Federal  Qovernment  over  the  militia  of 
the  States,  not  only  because  it  was  enacted  while 
WAfitaiNGTON  was  President  and  Hamilton  his 
Counsellor,  but  from  other  circumstances.  It  is 
a  revised  law,  a  former  act,  passed  in  1792,  had 
been  found  defective.  It  was  enacted  at  a  time 
when  the  Government  would  naturally  be  dis- 
posed to  execute  all  the  authority  vested  in  it ; 
directly  after  the  formidable  insurrection  in  the 
western  counties  of  Pennsylvania  was  crushed, 
and  when  a  foreign  war  had  been  recently  ex- 
pected. It  is  a  precedent  well  worthy  to  be  fol- 
lowed, but  of  late  years  its  principles  have  been 
disregarded.  The  time  of  service  has  been  dou> 
bled  by  acts  already  passed.  Now  we  are  to 
quadruple  it.  We  have  rejected  or  disregarded 
its  other  wholesome  provisions  and  restraints; 
and  boldly  demand  an  entire  authority  and  con- 


trol over  the  male  population  of  the  country. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  apparent  to  me  that  this 
bill  not  only  destroys  the  characteristic  principles 
of  the  militia  force,  but  that  it  prostrates  at 
once  the  important  personal  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  also  of  our  State  governments. 

This  bill  will  deprive  all  the  citizens  who  shall 
fall  under  the  draughts  of  their  dearest  persona! 
rights.  You  force  them  against  their  will  to  be 
soldiers  for  a  whole  year.  You  drag  them  from 
their  wives,  their  children,  their  occupations, 
their  professions  and  trades.'  Yon  consign  theni 
to  the  camp,  and  to  the  hardships  and  toils  of  a 
common  soldier.  You  rqin  them.  Take  the 
farmer  from  his  plough  ;  the  tradesman  from  his 
shop ;  the  laborer  from  his  employment,  and 
what  but  ruin  can  await  men  of  moderate  means 
and  large  families,  depending  upon  daily  industry 
for  maintenance  and  support?  When  they  re- 
turn, at  the  close  of  the  year,  they  will  find  their 
farms  unproductive  and  in  ruins ;  their  custom- 
ers ffone ;  their  business  passed  away  into  other 
hands,  and  their  families  in  want.  What  will 
become  of  men,  with  small  means,  dependent 
upon  daily  and  steady  exertions?  What  will 
become  of  tenants  who  cultivate  the  lands  of 
other  men  ?  Of  the  mechanics  or  laborers  oo 
whom  this  lot  may  fall?  They  will,  I  repeat  it, 
be  ruined.  Besides,  while  we  thus  injure  and 
destroy  their  families,  we  at  the  same  time  make 
slaves  of  them.  We  deprive  them  for  a  year  of 
the  inestimable  tlfhl  of  civil  liberty ;  we  place 
them  under  martial  law ;  expose  them  to  mili- 
tary tribunals — to  ignominious  punishment — per- 
haps to  death  itself,  for  asserting  what  they  be- 
lieve to  be  their  inalienable  right.  Yon  make 
them  slaves  to  their  officers,  many  of  whom  will 
be  their  inferiors  in  worth  and  standing  in  soci- 
ety ;  perhaps  to  beardless  boys,  who,  having  never 
been  taught  themselves  to  obey,  are  sure  to  be 
insolent  and  overbearing  in  command. 

Such  will  be  the  inevitable  fate  of  your  mili- 
tia soldiers,  if  they  are  to  perform  this  cmel 
service. 

And  why  are  they  thus  to  be  imposed  upon  ? 
Will  it  be  answered  that  it  is  to  save  the  coun- 
try ?  There  is  no  necessity  to  save  the  eountrf 
by  such  means.  The  people  do  not  require  us — 
they  will  not  permit  us  thus  to  save  them.  What 
consolation  will  it  be  to  them  to  be  saved  at  soch 
a  price  ?  If  this  war  continues,  as  it  probably 
will,  another  year,  one  hundred  ihonsaod  more 
nratft  be  provided.  The  whole  country  may  be 
impoverished  and  ruined.  We  ought  to  remem- 
ber that  we  are  legislating  for  American  free- 
men. We  may  assure  ourselves,  that  our  coun- 
trymen possess  this  honorable  trait  of  character, 
that,  while  they  will  be  ever  ready  to  submit  to 
us  it  we  are  in  the  right,  they  will  be  equally  on 
the  alert  to  resist  if  we  are  in  the  wrong. 

This  bill  also  attacks  the  right  and  sovereignty 
of  the  State  governments.  Congress  is  about  to 
usurp  their  undoubted  rights — to  take  from  them 
their  militia.  By  this  bill  we  proclaim  that  we 
will  have  their  men ;  as  many  as  we  please ; 
when  and  where,  and  for  as  long  a  timeas  we^ee 
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fit,  and  for  any  senriee  we  see  proper.  Do  gen* 
tiemea  of  the  majority  serioosly  believe  that  the 
people  aad  the  State  governments  will  sabmit  to 
this  claim  ?  Do  they  believe  that  all  the  States 
of  this  Union  will  submit  to  this  usurpation  1 
Have  you  attended  to  the  solemn  and  almost 
unanimous  declaration  and  protestation  of  the 
Legislature  of  Connecticut?  Have  you  exam- 
ined the  cloud  arising  in  the  East  ?  Do  you  yet 
gireeive  that  it  is  black,  alarming,  portentous? 
o  you  wish  to  put  a  match  to  it,  and  to  plunge 
the  country  into  discord  and  civil  war?  and 
when  the  enemy  is  at  hand?  No,  you  do  not — 
yon  cannot  mean  to  brine  about  such  ills ;  you 
must  see  the  necessity  of  union  at  such  a  time 
at  this. 

I  speak  not  in  the  lan|[uaffe  of  menace.  But 
let  me  entreat  yon  to  desist  from  this  course  of 
measures.  Give  up,  I  entreat  you,  all  the  harsh 
features  of  this  bill.  Indeed  you  want  no  new 
act.  The  existing  laws  are  sufficient  for  all  fair 
purposes.  Qive  up  also,  I  conjure  you,  by  the 
best  interests  of  our  common  country — give  up 
all  the  other  acts  you  contemplate  for  raising 
armies  by  compulsion.  Rely  upon  it,  the  people 
will  not  support  you  in  such  measures.  Let  me 
again  ask  you,  as  practical  men.,  do  )ron  seriously 
believe  that  every  State  of  this  Union  will  sub- 
mit to  this  compuisory  system  ?  Suppose  that 
New  England  refuses,  to  what  a  condition  do  you 
reduce  the  Middle  and  Southern  States,  which 
may  be  disposed  to  submit  !  You  will  either 
invite  them  by  their  interests  and  feelings  to  join 
in  the  opposition,  or  you  expose  them  to  burdens 
to  which  the  others  successfully  object.  Thus 
tbey  will  be  punished  for  their  loyalty  and  devo- 
tion. Be  reassured  by  me  that  these  measures 
are  not  required  to  defend  the  country.  You 
have  no  right  to  defend  the  country  by  such 
means.  Such  a  defence  will  leave  it  not  worth 
defending.  It  is  not  for  me  to  offer  any  advice  to 
this  majority;  but  listen  to  me  for  a  moment 
longer ;  hearken  to  my  earnest  entreaty ;  that 
you  defend  the  country  by  Constitutional  means ; 
by  such  means  as  the  people  have  been  accus- 
tomed to,  |nd  which  will  command  public  con- 
fidence and  approbation ;  give  up,  I  again  pray 
you,  these  cruel  plans  of  compulsory  service.  Be 
warned,  in  season,  that  if  you  do  not,  you  will 
convulse  this  Union  to  its  very  centre,  bisguise 
them  as  you  may,  the  people  will  discover  the 
entering  wedge  of  conscription.  Let  your  de- 
fensive efforts  be  on  our  own  soil  $  a  few  well 
disciplined  regiments  properly  posted  and  com- 
manded, aided  by  the  militia,  will  perform  won* 
ders.  Remember  that  recently  less  than  fifteen 
hundred  men  have  foiled  and  driven  back  with 
disgrace  the  best  appointed  and  most  numerous 
army  that  Britain  has  ever  had  in  Canada. 
Raise  armies  by  voluntary  enlistment  only.  Be 
under  no  apprehension  of  failure.  Employ  trusty 
officers  in  the  recruiting  service ;  furnish  them 
with  money,  and  keep  them  constantly  supplied. 
The  efibrts  you  hold  out  are  abundantly  suffi- 
cient to  command  men;  if  they  are  not,  Increase 
them.    Encourage  volunteer  corps ;  arrange  your 


militia  under  existing  laws ;  arm  them  :  but  call 
them  not  from  theirnomes  until  they  are  wanted. 
Respect  their  rights  and  interests ;  cultivate  their 
good  will  by  attending  to  their  comfort  and 
wants;  leave  them  to  their  own  commanders; 
interfere  not  with  the  State  governments  respect-^ 
ing  their  militia,  but  encourage  them  to  make 
exertions  for  the  common  defence.  Pass  an  act 
guaranteeing  the  pay  of  the  militia  which  may 
be  advanced  by  the  States.  Pursue  a  Constitu- 
tional and  conciliatory  course,  and  you  may  safe- 
ly rely  upon  the  strength,  valor,  and  patriotism  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Sbbffbt,  of  Virginia,  next  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House, 
while  I  submit  a  few  observations  on  the  subject 
under  consideration.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
investigate  the  details  of  the  bill  before  you  mi- 
nutely, but  to  confine  my  remarks  to  some  gen- 
eral principles,  which  have  been  brought  into  dis- 
cussion. With  the  honorable  member  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Stockton,)  lam  conscious  of  the  aw- 
ful crisis  at  which  the  affairs  of  this  country  have 
arrived ;  with  him,  I  admit  that  ruin  is  staring 
us  in  the  face  on  every  side;  with  him,  too.  I  feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  contribute  my  efforts  to  res- 
cue this  devoted  nation  from  the  impending  ca- 
lamities. Considering  the  revival  of  public  credit, 
at  present  prostrate  in  the  dust,  and  the  secur- 
ity of  the  country  from  foreign  danger  of  vital 
interest  to  us  all,  1  shall  most  coVdially  co-ope- 
rate in  such  measures  as  may  be  calculated  to  ef- 
fectthese  great  ends.  I  shall  pursue  this  course, 
though  1  did  not  participate  in  the  councils 
whose  temerity  and  folly  have  precipitated  us 
from  the  highest  elevation  of  national  prosperity, 
to  the  lotrest  abyss  of  suffering.  But,  with  a  sin* 
cere  determination  to  go  every  reasonable  length 
in  the  course  thus  marked  out,  I  shall  not  con- 
sider myself  bound  to  accord  in  every  measure 
that  may  be  proposed  under  the  name  of  a  rem- 
edy for  existrog  evils.  To  obtain  my  approba- 
tion, there  must  be,  according  to  my  judgment,  a 
natural  connexion  between  the  means  and  the 
end.  The  means^  too,  must  be  of  a  character 
suited  to  the  spirit  of  free  institutions,  that  the 
great  principles  of  civil  liberty,  on  which  this 
Government  is  erected,  shall  not  be  violated. 

Formidable  and  alarming  as  the  dangers  may 
be  which  threaten  us  from  abroad,  I  shall  not  for- 
get that  the  country  has  other  interests  at  stake, 
of  equal  consideration  with  its  independence,  and 
as  necessary  to  be  preserved ;  that  public  liberty 
merits  a  full  portion  of  our  solicitude.  It  will  be 
a  paltry  object  to  remain  independent,  unless  we 
also  remain  free.  Shall  the  shackles  of  domestic 
slavery  be  the  only  reward  of  this  people  for  their 
toils  and  sufferings,  in  expelling  from  their  soil 
a  powerful  enemy  ?  For  myself,  sir,  holding  the 
opinion  once  entertained  by  some  of  the  leading 
men  now  in  power  to  be  indubitably  correct — 
that  the  liberties  of  a  free  people  are  most  in  dan- 
ger at  home,  in  time  of  foreign  peril — ^I  shall 
deem  it  my  duty  to  look  with  a  vigilant  and  jea- 
lous eye  on  the  public  measures.    It  will  b«  aiA 
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object  of  the  first  importaoce  with  me,  that,  when 
the  valor  and  patriotism,  of  the  people  shall  have 
successfully  resisted  their  external  enemy,  there 
may  be  leu  somethinf^  worthy  of  their  exertions; 
that  there  shall  remain  to  them  a  country  worth 
preserving. 

The  present  period  has  given  birth  to  doctrines 
more  alarmtng  than  all  the  other  dan^^ers  which 
surroand  us.  On  the  part  of  those  in  power, 
claims  have  been  set  up,  tending  to  subject  the 
life  and  liberty  of  every  member  of  the  commu- 
nity to  their  arbitrary  and  unlimited  control. 
Should  they  succeed  in  enforcing  these  claims  by 
practical  measures,  the  great  principles  of  this 
Qovernment  must  necessarily  be  subverted.  Its 
character  will  no  longer  be  free,  or  its  powers 
limited.  By  one  effort,  they  will  alike  prostrate 
the  authority  of  the  States  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

The  Secretary  of  War^  the  official  author  of 
these  hiffh^toned  pretensions,  recommends  that 
we  should  raise  a  regular  force  of  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  to  be  employed  in  offensive  opera- 
tions in  Canada.  To  obtain  and  keep  up  that 
number,  he  proposes,  substantially,  that  the  peo- 
ple shall  be  coerced  into  the  ranks  of  ihe  Army, 
if  they  will  not,  or  cannot,  procure  the  requisite 
number  of  recruits  by  contract.  Aware  that  such 
a  proposal  would  raise  the  indignant  feelings  of 
freemen,  and  that  the  power  of  this  Government 
to  adopt  a  measure  so  violent,  would  be  seriously 
questioned,  he  submiu  to  us  a  course  of  reasoning, 
which  with  him,  and.  from  what  we  have  heard 
on  this  floor,  with  others,  seems  to  be  conclusive. 
He  informs  us  that  **  Congress  have  a  right,  by 
the  Constitution,  to  raise  regular  armies,  and  no 
restraint  is  imposed  on  the  exercise  of  it" — that 
'*an  unqualified  ffrant  of  power  gives  the  means 
to  carry  it  into  effect."  This,  he  says,  "•  is  a  uni- 
versal maxim,  which  admits  of  no  exception." 
Hence,  the  honorable  Secretary  infers,  that  you 
have  the  power  to  drag  the  citizen  from  the  land 
of  his  birth,  to  be  slaughtered  on  the  plains  of 
Canada.  To  force  the  father,  the  only  support  of 
a  destitute  family,and  the  son,  the  comfort  of  his 
aged  parents,  to  underso  the  miseries  of  a  camp 
in  a  foreign  country.  I  meet  this  bold  pretension 
as  I  would  every  attempt  at  usurpation,  I  deny 
the  right  to  convert  a  nation  of  freemen  into 
slaves,  under  any  pretence  whatever.  I  take  upon 
myseli^  to  assert,  that  no  such  power  can  be  exer- 
cised by  this  Government,  or  by  any  other  which 
maintains  any  respect  for  the  liberties  of  its 
people. 

That  the  authority  of  this  Government  in  the 
execution  of  its  power  (where  not  expressly  re- 
stricted) is  sovereign,  I  am  not  disposed  to  con- 
trovert ;  but  that  it  is  despotic,  I  can  never  admit. 
Every  free  Government  possesses  sovereign  pow- 
er over  the  means  necessary  to  the  attainment  of 
its  legitimate  objects.  But,  in  the  selection  of 
those  means,  the  security  of  life,  liberty,  and  prop* 
erty,  cannot  be  disregarded ;  because  that  secu- 
rity forms  the  great  end  for  which  all  power  was 
mated.  This  great  principle  ean  never  be  in- 
fringed, or  the  people  are  not  free.    Henoe^  the 


opinion  of  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  that 
ever  lived,  that  laws  violating  this  seenrity,  where 
the  Government  is  not  absolutely  despotic,  are 
void. 

The  objects  for  which  the  Government  waa 
instituted  are  not  left  to  conjecture.  The  men 
who  framed  and  those  who  adopted  the  present 
Constitution  thought  it  necessary  to  transmit,  to. 
those  who  should  live  after  theia,  the  most  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  views  with  which  they 
entered  into  this  new  political  compact.  Not 
content  that  they  should  be  inferred  from  the 
limitations  and  restrictions  of  the  powers  granted, 
thejr  declared  them  in  terms  thus  express  and  un- 
equivocal :  ^  To  form  a  more  perfect  union,  es- 

*  tablish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  pro- 
Wide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  gen- 

*  eral  welfare,  and  secure  to  themselves  and  to 
'  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty."  These 
were  the  ends  for  the  accomplishment  of  which 
all  the  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution,  in 
the  United  States,  were  granted;  and  now  it 
is  asserted  that  the  powers  no  granted  may  be 
executed  in  a  manner  wholly  rei^rdless  of  the 
ends  in  view — that,  to  **  raise  armies,"  the  Gov- 
ernment have  the  right  to  adopt  measures  by 
which  the  people  and  their  posterity  shall  be  de- 
prived of  the  *'  blessinga  of  liberty." 

Sir,  I  have  said  that,  if  the  principles  assaned 
should  receive  countenance  in  this  country,  not- 
only  the  liberties  of  the  people^  but  the  authority 
of  the  States,  would  be  alike  annihilated.  There 
is  no  act  of  tyranny  which  may  not  be  perpe- 
trated with  as  much  plausibility  as  the  measure 
demanded  by  the  Administration  at  our  hands. 
It  has  already  been  ably  shown  by  a  member  from: 
New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Wbbstbb,)  that  the  same 
construction  that  authorizes  you  to  drag  the  citizen 
by  force  into  the  ranks  of  your  Army,  will  warrant 
you  to  enter  into  his  dwelling  and  force  from  him*. 
his  money.  The  analogy  is  unquesttonaUy  cor- 
rect. The  power  to  '<  borrow  money"  b  as.  un- 
restrained as  the  power  to  "raise  and  support 
armies."  Under  the  latter  power  you  claim  ar- 
bitrary dominion  over  the  ^  life  and  liberty"  of 
the  citizen,  because  it  contains  noexpr^srestrie* 
tion.  Why,  I  ask,  not  over  his  money,  when  the; 
power  '^  to  borrow"  it  is  equally  unrestrained  ?  Is 
there  any  distinction  in  the  nature  and  reason  of 
the  subject,  that  would  make  his  money  sacred, 
while  his  person  is  at  your  mercy  1  Will  it  be 
said  that  the  poor  man  may  be  coerced  in  the 
field  to  meet  misery  and  death,  leaving  a  helpless 
family  without  support,  and  that  his  wealthier 
neighbor's  money  is  not  equally  subject  to  vour 
power  1  This  cannot  be  asserted  with  the  least 
shadow  of  reason*  If  there*  is  power  to  com* 
pel  the  one  to  render  his  person,  there  is  power  to. 
compel  the  other  to  render  his  money  to  your 
service.    - 

The  analogy  becomes  still  stronger  ns  the  snb^ 
ject  is  pursu^.  To  justify  the  claim  set  up  over 
the  persons  of  the  people,  the  Secretary  of  War 
tells  us,  that  '*  the  conservation  of  the  State  is  a 
duty  paramount  to  all  others;"  that,  therefore, 
^  the  Commonwealth  has  a  right  to  all  the  serviee 
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of  ito  eit»OM«*'  Dom  **  the  coAMTTVlioa  of  the 
Stated  depend  alone  on  ^  the  •enrice''  of  its  citi- 
zens 7  Is  money,  j  ustl  y  termed  the  sinews  of  war, 
not  equailr  neoessarr  to  render  that  ''serTice" 
heneflciai  1  Are  the  ^  citizens"  to  be  coerced  into 
the  field  to  perish  for  w»nt  of  subsistence,  or  to 
fall  before  the  enemy  for  want  of  the  necessary 
means  of  defence  ?  If  *<  the  conservation  of  the 
State**  will  warrant  you  to  coerce  '*  the  semes  of 
the  citizens,"  when  you  are  destitute  of  men,  and 
cannot  get  the  requisite  number  in  any  other  way, 
it  will  surely  warrant  jfou  to  coerce  their  mettev. 
when  the  same  necesnty  exists,  as  indispensable 
to  the  attainment  of  the  same  end. 

We  are  further  informed,  from  the  same  quar- 
ter, that  '*it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that 
Congress  could  not  carry  this  power  (to  raise  and 
support  armies)  into  effect  otherwise  than  by  ac- 
cepting thevoluntary  service  of  individuals."  "  It 
might  happen  that  an  army  could  not  be  raised 
in  that  mode,  whence  the  power  would  have  been 
granted  in  vaia."  The  position  here  assumed,  is. 
that  all  the  means  that  will  give  effect  to  any  of 
the  delegated  powers,  of  whatever  character,  are 
within  the  control  of  Congress,  if,  without  the 
means  proposed  to  be  employed,  the  power  could 
not  be  executed  at  the  time,  to  the  extent  required 
by  publie  exiirencies,  ^  real  or  pretended."  Hence 
it  clearly  follows,  that,  whenever  money  cannot 
be  obtained  by  voluntary  loans,  when  the  Qov- 
emment  is  hard  pressed^  the  power  ^  to  borrow 
money"  may  be  executed  by  compelling  individ- 
uals to  loan;  otherwise,  ^  the  power  would  have 
been  granted  in  vain."  Apply  this  monstrous 
principle  to  the  present  state  of  things  in  this 
country.  Your  Treasury  is  exhausted.  There  is 
at  this  moment  a  deficit  of  many  millions.  Your 
soldiers  are  unpaid  f  your  militia,  in  the  inelem'* 
ent  season  of  Winter,  are  discharged  without  mo- 
ney enough  to  defray  their  expenses  to  their  homes. 
You  have  used  every  effort  to  borrow  money,  in 
the  ordinary  mode,  *'tn  vain."  You  have  not 
been  able  to  obtain  suflicient  to  discharge  the  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt,  and  save  the  Treasury 
notes  falling  due  from  beingiitshonored*  In  truth, 
the  Government  is  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy ! 
Now.  with  this  convenient  power  at  your  com- 
mano,  why  not  borrow  money  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet?  If  you  do  not,  the  power  to  borrow 
has  ^  been  granted  in  vain.^'  Nay,  why  not,  if 
this  mode  should  fail,  take  the  people's  property 
to  '*  support  your  armie^''  or  sell  it  under  the  ham- 
mer, and  five -the. owner  a  certificate  for  the  pro- 
ceeus,  as  for  so  mnch  money  borrowed  1  Should 
you  want  precedents  for  such  atrocious  acts,  you 
would  find  them  in  the  history  of  the  same  des- 
potic Qovernmenu  whose  examples  have  been 
cited  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor  to  prove  the  right 
and  propriety  of  coercing  American  freemen  into, 
the  ranks  of  your  army. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  from  New  Hamp- 
shire (Mr.  WfinaTsa)  has  also  most  cleariy  dem- 
onstrated, that|  if  the  coBsimietion  given  to  the 
Constitution  by  the  Seorefary  of  War  is  correct, 
yott-haae  the.power  lo  take.by  violence  tlw  ships 
of  your  merchant,  and  convert  then  into^hips 


of  war,  and  man  your  Navy  by  impresMaent. 
The  conclusion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
inevitable,  admitting  the  Secretary's  reasoning. 
The  power  **to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy"  is  > 
whollv  unrestricted.  '*  The  conservation  or  the 
State''  may,  and  in  reality  does,  depend  as  much 
on  acom patent  naval  as  on  aland  force;  and,  there- 
fore, the  same  principle  which  sanctions  coercion 
to  raise  an  army,  will  bear  you  out  in- using  the 
means  stated  "to  provide  a  navy."  Yet,  the 
same  person  who  has  attempted  to  impose  the 
doctrine  upon  this  body,  that  every  man  in  the 
nation  can  be  coerced  into  the  Army^  has,  on  aa*- 
other  occasion,  denied  that  a  single  citizen  could 
be  impressed  into  the  Navy.  In  the  instructiona 
to  our  Ministers,  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  which  he  composed  as  Sec- 
retary of  State,  he  says,  that  ^  impressment  is  not 
an  Americsn  practice,  but  utterly  repugnant  to 
our  Constitution  and  laws."  What  must  every 
impartial  man  think  of  such  moralit>[?  When 
one  object  is  sought  to  be  effected,  it  is  asserted 
that  coercion  is  "*  utterly  repu^ant  to  our  Con* 
stitution ;"  when  another  is  desirable,  we  are  told 
that  "  it  would  be  abaard  to  doubt  the  right  to 
employ  it  to  every  possible  extent."  Or,  are  sea* 
men  exempt  from  your  power,  and  landsmen  only 
subject  to  it?  Surely  no  such  absurdity  as  this 
will  be  insisted  en. 

The  practice  of  impressment,  as  exercised  over 
her  seafaring  subjects  by  Great  Britain,  has  been 
for  years  a  truitful  theme  of  declamation  in  Uiia 
House  and  elsewhere.  The  incessant  efforts  that 
were  made  to  irritate  the  people  against  thiscry* 
ing  iniquitv,  as  it  was  characterheed,  was  not 
among  the  least  of  the  causes  which  exasperated 
the  public  feeling,  and  prepared  the  country  for 
hostilities.  The  sufferings  of  the  incarcerated 
seamen  in  "  the  .floating  dungeons  of  Bagland" 
haunted  the  imaginations  of  a  certain  class  of 
politicians,  and  seemed  to  be  the  sole  object  of  all' 
their  sympathies.  Little  did  they  suppose,  that^ 
in  a  very  short  time,  it  would  become  ^sonvenient 
for  them  to  claim  and  execute  this  abhorred  and 
despotic  power  over  their  own  people*  Gentle* 
men  ought  to  take  back  the  reproaches  and  dennn** 
ciations  against  this  practice,  since  they  have 
become  convinced  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  a- 
legitimate  right,  necessary  to  "the  conservattoii 
of  the  State.''  Unless,  indeed,  there  is  a  distine-* 
tion  between  the  sufferings  of  him  who  is  torn 
from  his  family  and  friends,  and  immured  in  one 
of  the  ^  floating  dungeons  of  England,"  and  him 
who  shall  be  taken  by  like  violence,  and  under 
like  circumstances,  and  confined  in  an  American 
ship  of  war. 

Sir,  if  ijk  the  execution  of  the  powers  expressly 
confided  to  this  Ctovernmeat,  you  have  the  right 
to  use  arbitrarv  and  despotic  means  to  obtain  the 
end.  what  will  prevent  you  from  imprisoning, 
for  life,  the  man  on  whom  you  shall  impose  a 
capitation  tax,  which  he  is  nnaUeto  pay?  Or  what 
Will  prevent  you  from  selling  him  as.  a  slave  in 
the  market,  to  obtain  the  money  which  you  may 
levy  on  him,  when  his  poverty  denies  you  ibe 
means  of  enforcing  paymentinanyothermannejr'Z 
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Congress  are  authorized^  hj  the  Constiiation, 
to  defioe  aod  puDish  certain  crimes.  They  hare, 
moreoTer,  the  power  to  create  offences  and  pro- 
vide for  their  punishment,  as  necessary  sanctions 
to  (heir  laws.  Id  neither  of  these  cases  i^  their 
discretion  expressly  limited  But  can  they,  there- 
fore, direct  that  the  accused  shall  he  put  to  the 
tack,  and  that  his  confessions,  extorted  under  the 
torture,  shall  he  evidence  to  prove  his  guilt  1  If 
aU  these  things  can  he  done  by  this  Qovernmcnt, 
without  transcendinff  its  Constitutional  limits, 
then  has  the  hlood  of  the  Revolution  flowed  in 
vain — then  was  the  manly  and  patriotic  resist- 
ance made  by  the  Father  of  American  Independ- 
ence, to  the  claims  of  Great  Britain,  worse  than 
useless — then  was  the  solicitude  of  the  framers 
of  oar  Constitution,  to  *' secure  to  themselves 
and  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty,"  wholly 
aoavailing. 

What  becomes  of  the  authority  of  the  States,  if 
the  omnipotent  power  ascribed  to  this  Qovern- 
ment  properly  belongs  to  it  ?  It  will  be  a  mere 
shadow— an  empty  name.  You  have  already 
given  capacity  to  persons  under  age  to  enlist  in 
your  armies,  against  the  consent  of  their  parents, 
guardians,  or  masters,  while  under  the  laws  of 
the  States  they  are  incapable  of  making  any 
contract.  What  prevenu  you  from  giving  the 
same  capacity  to  slaves,  that  they  may  become 
aoldiers  1  There  is  no  distinction  in  principle,  and 
certainly  none  in  reason.  The  incapacity  of  in- 
fants and  slaves  depends  alike  on  the  municipal 
laws  of  the  States.  Those  who  authorized  the 
son,  in  the  giddy  moments  of  youth  and  indiscre* 
tion,  to  be  torn  from  the  bo»om  of  his  parents, 
will  sorely  not  stickle  for  the  rights  of  the  master, 
to  secure  to  him  his  property  in  his  slave. 

It  is  not  only  in  these  instances  that  the  power 
of  the  Slates  will  be  subverted,  but  the  great 
{principles  of  soeietv.  resting  on  municipal  institu- 
tions, most  be  wholly  overthrown.  Let  me  state 
one  or  two  examples.  If  you  have  the  right  to 
raise  an  armjr  in  any  way  which  is  calculated  to 
attain  the  object,  then  yon  have  the  right  to  defeat 
the  criminal  justice  of  the  States,  by  absolving 
from  punishment  those  accused  or  convicted  of 
crimes,  on  condition  they  enter  your  army.  You 
may  change  the  course  of  descents,  and  repeal 
the  statutes  of  wills,  by  holding  out  the  indoce- 
menu  to  recruits  that  the  sole  inheritance  of  their 
ancestors'  property  shall  belong  to  them,  and  that 
their  right  shali  not  be  defeated  by  any  testamen- 
tary disposition.  Is  there  a  man  who,  in  the  face 
of  this  people,  dare  arsert  that  such  powers  be- 
long to  this  Uovernment?  And  yet  they  un- 
questionably do,  if  it  is  correct  that  the  power 
**  to  raise  an  army"  is  subject  to  no  restriction. 

In  relation  to  the  militia,  pretensions  equally 
ezorbiunt  have  been  advanced  on  the  part  of 
those  in  power.  They  are  considered  under  the 
absolute  control  of  this  Government,  to  be  called 
forth  when  it  may  think  proper,  in  any  number, 
to  be  employed  in  any  service,  and  retained  for  any 
period.  Nothing  can  be  more  incorrect  in  princi- 
ple, and  more  dangerous  in  practice,  to  this  com- 
munity, than  this  astomptioo.     It  effectually 


prostrates  the  State  sovereignties,  and  destroys 
the  security  of  the  people  from  oppressive  mili- 
tary service.  To  me  it  seems  evident  that  the 
general  power  over  the  miliiia  was  intended,  bjr 
the  authors  of  the  Constitution,  to  remain  with 
the  States,  while  a  special  power,  arising  out  of^ 
and  limited  by.  certain  emergencies,  was  confided 
to  this  Government.  This  is  obvious  to  my  mind, 
from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
press provisions  contained  in  that  instrument* 
The  enlightened  men,  on  whose  labors  depended 
the  fate  of  their  country,  understood-  the  nature 
of  man,  his  thirst  for  dominion,  and  the  character 
and  tendency  of  human  institutions ;  they  knew 
that  political  power,  without  physical  means  to 
secure  it,  and  give  it  effect,  was  a  mere  mockerr. 
Is  it  reasonable,  therefore,  to  suppose  that,  while 
they  transferred  a  portion  only  or  the  whole  sov- 
ereignty to  the  United  Stat^  they  intended  to 
invest  them  with  an  absolute  control  over  all  the 
physical  means  of  the  community  ?  What  will 
be  the  condition  of  the  States,  should  this  con- 
struction obtain?  They  will  be  at  the  merey 
of  this  Gh)vernment  The-most  palpable  infrac- 
tion of  their  rights  must  be  submitted  to.  A^^ 
gressioo  will  succeed  aggression,  until  consoli- 
dation shall  terminate  even  the  appearance  of 
State  authority.  Sir,  very  different  opinions 
were  entertained  in  this  country  at  the  time  the 
Constitution  was  adopted.  It  was  considered 
(as  is  evident  from  a  work  of  high  celebrity^ 
written  at  the  time)  that  the  States  were  inde- 
pendent political  bodies^  whose  powers  and  means 
afforded  the  best  security  against  the  encroach- 
mento  of  the  General  Ghivernment,  and  who 
would  employ  force,  if  necessary  to  resist  such 
encroachments,  whenever  they  should  be  seri- 
ously attempted.*  How.  I  ask,  can  the  States 
resist  usurpation,  if  we  possess  a  supreme  and 
general  power  over  the  militia  1  They  may,  in- 
deed, call  them  to  their  aid  to  maintain  the  rem- 
nant of  sovereignty ;  but  such  call  will  be  nuga* 
tory.  The  United  States  (according  to  the  doe- 
trine  of  tbe  day)  may  at  any  moment  assume 
the  control  over  them,  and  place  them  into  their 
service,  in  which  situation  they  are  under  the 
sole  command  of  this  Government,  and  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war.  Should  any  of 
them  refuse  to  be  employed,  to  further  the  pro* 
jects  of  ambition,  and  to  prostrate  the  authority 

*  The  Ibllowmg  is  an  extract  from  the  forty-eixth 
number  of  the  Federalist,  written  by  Mr.  Madison  : 

**  But  ambitious  encroachments  of  the  Federsi  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  authority  of  the  State  goTarnments, 
would  not  excite  the  opposition  of  a  single  State,  or  « 
few  States  only.  They  would  be  signaU  of  general 
alarm.  £very  GoTernment  would  espouse  the  com- 
mon cause.  A  correspondence  would  be  opened. 
Plans  of  resistance  would  be  concerted.  One  spirit 
would  animate  and  conduct  the  whole.  The  same 
combination,  in  short,  would  result  from  an  apprehen- 
sion of  the  Federal,  as  was  prodneed  by  the  dread  d 
a  foreign  yoke ;  and  unless  the  projected  innoTatian 
should  be  Toluntarily  renounced,  the  same  appeal  to  a 
trial  of  Ibrce  would  be  made  in  the  one  case  as  waa 
made  in  the  other." 
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of  their  oatire  Suite,  paoishment  for  mociny 
awaits  tbem.  The  minioas  of  power  will  be 
Teady  to  execute  opon  them  the  despotic  provi- 
sioDs  of  military  law. 

There  are  other  considerations  which  strongly 
tend  to  esublish  that  the  general  power  oyer  the 
militia  was  deemed  essential  to  the  security 
of  the  State.  They  are  prohibited  in  time  of 
peace  from  keeping  in  their  service  any  regular 
force;  yet  it  is  indispensable  to  their  own  exist- 
ence that  they  should  possess  military  means  to 
maintain  their  own  authority,  to  suppress  con- 
apiraciesand  insurrections,  and  to  repel  invasions 
when  suddenly  made,  or  when  the  United  States 
have  not  provided  a  force  competent  to  resist  the 
invader.  How,  I  ask,  can  these  objects  be  effect- 
ed, if  the  militia  can.  at  the  discretion  of  this 
Cvovernment,  be  withdrawn  from  their  control  ? 

What  I  have  said  hitherto  on  this  part  of  the 
subject  has  arisen  from  the  character  of  the 
American  confederacy.  My  object  was  to  show 
that  as  the  whole  sovereignty  was  divided  between 
the  States  and  the  United  States,  so  a  division  of 
the  means  to  maintain  each  in  its  portion,  would 
be  a  just  inference  deducible  from  those  premises* 
That  as  toe  United  States  had  general  (and  in 
time  of  peace  exclusive)  power  to  raise  armies 
to  effect  the  objects,  it  was  rational  to  infer  that 
a  general  power  over  the  militia  remained  with 
the  States,  as  necessary  to  the  atuinment  of  their 
ends.  I  will  now  beg  leave  to  request  your  atten- 
tion to  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
on  this  subject. 

When  that  instrument  was  formed,  it  will  be 
reoollected  that  the  sole  power  over  the  militia 
was  vested  in  the  States.  By  the  Confederation 
they  were  enjoined  ''  to  keep  up  a  welt  regulated 
militia ;"  but  no  authority  to  employ  them  was 
granted  to  the  United  States  in  any  event.  They 
were,  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  **  the  militia  of 
the  States.-'  In  this  situation  of  things,  while 
the  power  of  the  States,  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, was  general  and  exclusive,  the  new  Govern- 
ment came  into  existence.  Its  powers  were  com- 
posed of  all  powers  vested  in  Congress  under  the 
Confederation,  and  a  portion  of  those  belonging 
to  the  States.  To  obviate  the  necessity  of  keep- 
ing up  a  large  Military  Bsublishment  in  ordinarv 
times,  the  United  States  were  empowered  to  call 
"  the  militia  of  the  States"  to  their  aid  in  cer- 
tain sudden  emergencies;  to  enable  them  to  exe- 
cute their  laws,  repel  invasion,  and  to  suppress 
insurrections.  And  as,  in  the  performance  of 
those  duties,  it  was  possible  that  the  militia  of 
different  States  might  be  brought  to  act  together 
in  one  corps,  it  ^came  important  that  there 
should  be  uniformity  in  their  organization  and 
discipline.  Hence  arose  the  power  of  Congress 
over  those  subjects,  as  necessary  instruments  to 
render  the  service  of  the  militia,  in  the  cases  pro- 
vided for,  more  effectual  than  could  have  been 
expected  from  the  discordant  regulations  of  the 
different  States. 

Thus  it  appears  to  me  that  the  power  granted 
to  us  to  employ  the  militia  is  in  its  character 
qualified  and  contingent;  always  dormant  and 


inactive,  until  the  emergencies  provided  for  in 
the  Constitution  give  it  life  and  vigor ;  while 
the  power  of  the  States  is  general  and  exclusive, 
except  so  far  as  the  actual  existence  of  these 
emergencies  interfere.  From  this  position  it 
seems  to  me  necessarily  to  follow,  that  ihequali' 
Jleti  cannot  be  exercised  in  such  manner  as  to 
destroy  the  general  power;  that  the  proper  State 
authorities  have  the  unquestionable  right  to 
judge  for  themselves,  whether  the  actual  situa- 
tion of  the  country  demands  the  exercise  of  the 
qualified  powers  of  this  Government  to  call  forth 
tne  militia.  The  principle  is  universal  and  ap- 
plicable in  all  cases.  Where  a  general  rignt 
exists  in  one,  and  a  qualified  right  in  another, 
over  the  same  subject,  he  who  possesses  the  lat- 
ter cannot  be  permitted  to  decide  alone  that  his 
ri^ht  attaches.  If  he  could,  hh  right,  instead  of 
being  limited  or  contingent,  would  be  absolute. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  bill  before  you,  a 
general  power  over  the  militia  is  assumed.  They 
are  not  to  be  called  forth  when  any  Constitutional 
emergency  shall  authorize  their  employment; 
but  the  call  is  immediate  and  peremptory  ;  their 
service  is  not  be  limited  by  the  duration  of  any 
such  emergency,  but  by  a  definite  and  distant 
period,  or  by  the  discretion  of  the  Bxecutive. 
Nor  is  that  service  to  be  confined  to  the  objects 
designated  in  the  Constitution,  but  to  be  used  for 
the  general  purposes  of  war.  And  these  provis- 
ions are  adopted  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  com- 
pelling the  militia,  rather  than  submit  to  the 
hardships  created  by  your  law,  to  furnish  recruiu 
for  your  army.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
show  that  you  have  no  more  right  to  exact  this 
commutation,  than  you  have  to  demand  the  ser- 
vice from  the  militia. 

To  give  some  plausibility  to  the  high-handed 
measures  proposed  during  the  present  session, 
attempts  have  been  made  to  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  militia  in  the  public  estimation.  The  cry 
has  been  raised  that  they  are  wholly  useless  and 
incompetent  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  Il  is 
observed  by  a  celebrated  writer  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, equally  distinguished  for  his  eloquence  and 
his  knowledge  of  public  men,  and  public  afiQiirs, 
that  those  whose  object  it  is  to  enslave  the  peo- 
ple, first  endeavor  to  degrade  them  in  their  own 
eyes.  Where  is  our  security  against  the  usurpa- 
tion of  those  who  command  the  public  forces  if 
the  militia  is  thus  inefficient?  It  is  only  necea- 
sary  for  the  people  to  believe  the  libels  so  indus- 
triously circulated  against  them,  and  slavery  must 
be  their  lot.  Sir,  I  believe  the  militia  more  com- 
petent to  the  defence  of  the  country  against  the 
predatory  warfare  of  the  enemy  than  any  force 
you  can  obtain.  Whenever  the  idea  shall  become 
general  that  you  cannot  rely  on  the  militia,  and 
some  other  force  shall  be  snbstituted  in  their 
stead,  it  will  beget  the  same  indifference  among 
the  great  body  of  the  people  which  exists  in  other 
countries.  Il  you  once  persuade  them  that  their  , 
services,  their  privations,  and  their  blood,  are 
wholly  unavailing,  do  you  presume  that  they 
will  feel  disposed  to  make  useless  sacrifices  ?  If 
it  was  possible  for  you  to  procure  a  regular  force 
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of  1300,000  meo,  on  whom  alone,  for  til  military 
porpoAM,  our  whole  reiianee  should  be  placed  ia 
this  war,  I  do  not  believe  that  to  all  essential  pur- 
poses the  coootry  would  be  better  defended  than 
It  is  at  present.  That  portion  of  the  force  which 
would  be  SfNired  from  the  Canadian  warfare, 
must  be  distributed  along  our  extended  maritime 
frontier,  in  such  manner  as  to  occupy  the  most 
prominent  and  important  points  only.  All  other 
places  must  be  left  wholly  defenceless,  conse- 
quently to  the  enemy  having  the  command  of 
the  water  assailable.  In  such  a  state  of  things, 
the  enemy  would  have  only  to  dread  the  force 
actually  embodied  in  the  neighborhood  of  bis 
attack,  and  make  his  movements  accordingly.  At 
preaent  he  knows  that  every  man  in  the  country 
IS  one  of  its  legitimate  defenders,  U|>on  whose 
services  it  relies.  That  circumstance  is  calcula- 
ted to  inspire  him  with  a  proper  portion  of  cau- 
tion, and  tends  to  limit  the  extent  of  his  incur- 
sions. 

If  the  object  of  the  enemy  had  been  the  con- 
quest of  our  country,  and  if  that  object  depended 
on  a  few  great  and  decisive  actions  in  the  field,  I 
admit  that  the  militia  would  not  be  the  proper 
kind  of  force  to  oppose  to  him.  In  such  actions, 
discipline  and  experience,  which  the  militia,  from 
the  short  periods  and  nature  of  their  service, 
cannot  possess,  in  an  eminent  degree,  are  generally 
essential  to  victory. 

We  are  frequently  told  that  we  oppo§e  every- 
thing coming  from  the  majority,  and  that  we 
firopoee  nothing  calculated  to  save  the  country 
from  the  perils  which  surround  us.  This  is  an 
old  and  a  stale  accusation.  As  long  as  gentle- 
men are  determined  to  disregard  our  counsels, 
how  can  they  ask*  us  to  submit  to  the  repeated 
nortifieations  of  having  our  propositions  reject- 
ed? On  the  present,  as  on  many  other  occa- 
sions, however,  the  assertion  is  not  founded  in 
fact.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey (Mr.  Stookton)  has  marked  out  the  course 
for  you  in  detail ;  permit  me  to  repeat  his  admo- 
nitions, in  substance.  Abandon  the  project  which 
experience  has  stamped  with  folly^  of  conquering 
Canada.  Manifest  a  determination  to  defend 
▼our  country  by  Constitutional  means.  Banish 
mm  you  all  idea  of  conscription  to  fill  the  ranks 
of  TOur  army,  inspire  confidence  by  a  just,  lib- 
eral, and  conciliatory  policy ;  and  I  hesitate  not 
to  say  that  the  present  dangers  will  pass  away, 
and  that  the  country  will  remain  independent 
and  free. 

I  know  that  the  situation  of  gentlemen  in  the 
majority  is  different  from  my  own.  Having  by 
an  ill-judged  and  unfortunate  course  of  policy 
brought  this  nation  into  a  condition  admitted  on 
all  sides  to  be  extremely  perilous  and  alarming, 
they  feel  the  high  responsibility  that  awaits  them, 
should  the  country  perish  in  their  hands.  In  the 
anxiety  which  such  a  situation  necessarily  begets, 
the  character  of  the  means  will  not  be  very  scru- 
pulously examined,  if  there  is  hope  that  they 
will  serve  the  end.  Something  is  necessary  to 
be  done.  I  warn  gentlemen  against  the  influence 
of  this  aentiment.    It  has  been  the  bane  of  this 


couDtry.  fiver  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  this  House,  it  has  given  birth  to  all  the 
measures  ooenected  with  your  foreign  policy. 
The  commencement  of  every  session  brought 
with  it  a  deep  conviction  that  something  was 
necessary  to  be  done,  but  it  did  not  bring  with  ic 
the  lights  requisite  to  judge  correctly  what  it 
ought  to  be.  Hence  it  happened  that  we  were 
plunged  from  one  diifieulty  into  another  still 
greater,  until,  at  last,  we  find  ourselves  in  a  con- 
dition aiuost  hopeless. 

Sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  menace  gentle- 
men with  the  prospect  of  forcible  opposition  to 
their  projecu  of  coercing  freemen  into  the  ranks 
of  the  Army,  but  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  offer 
my  adoionuion.  Permit  me  to  say  that  a  period 
like  the  preseniy  when  your  Treasury  is  exhaust- 
ed; when  ail  your  operations  are  almost  at  a 
stand  for  want  of  means  to  impel  them,  is  not 
the  season  for  violent  measures.  Every  Govern- 
ment becomes  imbecilitated  when  ito  finances 
become  deranged ;  and  in  thb  Government,  more 
than  any  other,  money  is  the  viul  principle  of 
action.  The  catastrophe  which  deprived  Louis 
XVI  of  his  life— that  tremendous  revolution 
which  has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  calamity 
to  the  whole  community  of  civilixed  man — 
would  never  have  happened  had  not  France  been 
bankrupt  in  her  finances. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky,  said :— The  silence 
I  have  imposed  upon  myself  in  many  discussions 
deemed  of  great  importance  to  our  country,  would 
not  now  be  broken,  had  not  arguments  have  been 
used  against  the  constitutionality  and  expediency 
of  this  biU.  The  old  mournful  song  of  *^  weak- 
ness aad  wickedness  of  the  Administration,''  at 
the  tail  of  the  cry  of  *^  French  influence,"  is  still, 
sir,  the  fashionable  ditty,  and  chanted  in  all,  as 
prelude  or  finale  of  every  subject.  I  mean  not 
10  enter  into  a  vindication  of  others ;  believing 
it  is  incident  to  our  nature  to  err,  and  believing 
that  the  best  of  our  fellow-citizens,  raised  by  the 
suffrages  of  our  country  into  the  most  exalted 
and  honorable  sUtions.  do  not  thereby  ^paruke 
of  thenatureof  aageis,"  but  still  remain  the  ^seed 
of  Abraham,"  I  feel  disposed  to  admit  those  ab- 
errations of  the  head,  incident  to  our  race ;  but  I 
deny,  nor  can  it  be  proved,  that  the  hearts  of  this 
Administration  can  be  truly  assailed  with  any 
taint,  or  the  want  of  honor,  intrepidity,  or  patriot- 
ism. Their  actions  are  tested  by  the  applause 
and  approbation  of  the  great  majority  of  our 
country,  and  prove  their  worth  and  exeeiience. 
Their  virtue  and  talenu,  **  fair  as  the  moon,  bright 
as  the  sun,  and  (to  the  enemies  of  our  Union)  ter- 
rible as  an  army  with  banners,^  need  not  my 
advocation.  But  I  come  to  the  questions.  Are 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  Constitutional  ?  Are 
its  exactments  within  the  positive  powers  of  Con- 
gress; and,if  they  are,  is  it  expedient  at  this  time? 

On  looking  into  the  Consdtution,  I  find  a  power 
given,  in  the  eighth  sectioiL  to  *'  provide  for  the 
'  common  defence  of  the  United  States,  to  raise 
*  and  support  armies,  to  provide  for  organiziog  the 
'  militia,  and  to  make  all  la ws  necessary  and  proper 
'  for  cary ing  mto  ezeeutioa  the  foregoing  powers.' ' 
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Penftit  me  to  ask.  Can  words  make  power  more 
ample?  Can  language  increase  its  attributes? 
Neither  time,  place,  or  occasion,  limits  this  power. 
'Tia  positi?e — the  Congress  possess  it,  and  are 
alone  responsible  for  abuse  of  it.  If,  indeed,  it 
were  necessary  to  add  to  this  well-defined  power, 
1  might  be  pardoned  for  quoting  a  statute  of 
much  greater  antiquity  and  much  higher  au- 
thority, as  well  as  more  positive ;  a  statute  reg- 
istered in  Heaven,  and  recorded  in  the  great  toI- 
ume  of  animate  being,  entitled  Self-preserTa- 
tion;  teaching  its  lessons  to  brutes,  and  leciur- 
-ing  man,  that  whenever  the  occasion  requires  it, 
"  it  is  meet  that  some  should  die  for  the  people," 
to  prevent  the  whole  nation  from  perishing.  If, 
sir,  such  authorities  as  these  fail  to  show  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  bill}  I  confess  I  have  none 
greater,  and  should  despair  of  seeing  the  honor- 
able opponents  to  it  convinced  by  *^  a  decree  from 
Heaveo."  Sir,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  oppose  para- 
dozeS}  sophistry,  and  ajgument,  to  the  veritable 
assertions  here  made.  Could '  gentlemen  ^  burst 
the  cerements''  of  reason,  logic,  and  syllogism, 
they  would  not  be  ahle  to  mar  the  features,  ex- 
tenuate or  shr€Hid  the  meaning  of  those  author- 
ities ;  their  effects  must  be  operative,  and  their 
force  irresistible. 

On  the  expediency  and  present  necessitr  of 
raising  men  for  this  war,  will  it  be  pardonable  to 
dilate?  To  say  we  are  opposed  by  an  enemy, 
ferocious,  powerful,  viodietiTe,  actively  employed 
at  this  moment,  in  burning,  plundering,  robbing 
and  murdering  our  fellew^itizens  on  seventeen 
hundred  miles  of  seacoast,  would  be  repeating 
what  we  all  know  to  be  fact ;  to  say  that  we  ex- 
pect this  enemy  will  be  greatly  augmented  early 
in  the  next  year,  would  express  our  belief.  That 
our  business  here  is  to  provide,  as  effectually  as 
we  can  obtain  the  means,  for  the  safety  of  our 
nation,  none  will  deny.  Who  then  will  question 
the  necessity  of  this  bill,  or  some  other  equally 
remedial  ? 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  we  advance  towards  this 
desirable  object,  at  every  step  we  are  told  of  con- 
scription I  at  this  cabalistic  word,  horrors,  gor- 
gons,and  dire  chimeras  arise  and  follow  in  its 
train  $  the  separation  of  father,  mother,  wife,  and 
«hiid,  is  grouped  $  the  tender  scenes  of  an  ererlast- 
ing  parting  are  pencilled  with  a  master's  hand, 
and  woe,  woe,  woe,  is  portrayed  with  the  iwwers 
of  tha  most  enchanting  eloquence.  My  feelings 
were  (I  am  not  ashamed  to  own)  in  sympathetic 
unison  with  the  dulcet  sounds  of  chastened  sor- 
row flowing  from  the  lips  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire,  in  his  tale  of  things 
yet  to  come,  his  group  of  apprehensioos.  When, 
alas  I  sir,  the  scene  changed  from  fancy  to  re- 
ality, from  the  visionary  idea  of  possibility,  to  the 
melancholy,  mournful  catastrophes  of  substantial 
misery.  What  busy  scene-shifter  of  the  brain 
drew  the  curtain,  and  presented  the  cold-blooded 
murders,  burnt  and  mangled  corses  of  Raisin, 
Rapids,  and  Brownstown,  the  cocflagrations  and 
sacking  of  Black  Rock,  Havre  de  Grace,  Wash- 
ington, and  every  assailable  part  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  its  tributary  streams  \    Here,  indeed, 


we  might  rally,  sir^^the  weeping  mother,  the  or- 
phan, the  murdered  or  imprisoned  father  or  son, 
the  hoary  head  and  green  vouth,  rehired,  plundered, 
imprisoned  or  murdered,  by  that  infamous  enemy 
who  never  spared  when  bia  avarice  or  violence 
were  his  dictators. 

If  this  recital  excites  horror;  if  it  would  make 
the  swords  of  freemen  fly  from  their  scabbards, 
to  repress  and  chastise  a  foe  so  barbarous,  let  me 
ask  what  additional  feeling  would  edge  them  ? 
There  is  existing,  sir,  a  tale,  yet  untold ;  the  scenes 
were  laid  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia,  and  St.  In- 
igoes,  in  Maryland ;  a  tale  too  horrid,  too  shock- 
ing, to  bear  expression  heref  a  tale  that  would 
freeze  your  blood.exoite  your  vengeance,  and  make 
ycu,  like  Hannibal,  swear  eternal  enmity  to  the 
name  of  Briton;  a  tale  that  would  make  angels 
weep, and  excite  tender  emotions  from  fiends;  a 
tale,  the  truth  of  which  is  unquestionable,  passing 
almost  within  sight  and  sound  of  your  Capitol ;  a 
tale,  repeated  but  thelast  weekat  Tappahannock, 
which  plainly  proves  it  the  deliberate  purpose  ot 
our  enemy  to  persist.  This  tale,  sir,  will,  I  hope, 
reconcile  gentlemen  to  the  objecu  of  this  bill, 
and  convince  them  of  its  expediency.  Let  them 
not  be  affrighted  by  the  word  cmmcripfum;  it  is 
older  than  the  oldest  man  here ;  well  do  Ire- 
member  it  fifty-seven  years  ago.  Then,  sir.  I  saw 
and  recollected  the  parting  of  hatband  and  wife, 
father  and  son.  The  occasion  required  it;  the 
savage  was  upon  the  borders,  and  must  be  re- 
pelled; none  murmured.  In  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, this  same  conscription,  or  draught,  which 
are  but  words  to  designate  the  details  for  military 
duty,  saved  your  country.  After  the  reverses  in 
'76,  on  Lonff  and  York  Islands,  Fort  Washington, 
dtc.,  had  almost  destroyed  every  appearance  of 
resisting  further  the  arms  of  the  foe ;  at  a  time 
when  even  hope  was  only  kept  alive  and  cher- 
ished by  the  example  of  that  exalted  man  who 
led  the  feeble  resistance  of  his  country;  then,  sir. 
at  that  hour  of  alarm  and  peril,  the  force  raisea 
by  conscription  saved  us ;  and  at  everv  period 
through  that  eventful  war,  we  know  and  feel  its 
efficacy.  Sir,  when  I  hear  it  asserted  here,  that 
this  law  cannot  be  executed,  the  Eastern  States 
will  revolt,  they  will  not  submit  to  be  detailed 
for  the  defence  of  this  nation,  of  which  they  are 
a  part,  I  feel  astonished.  Can  you  believe  these 
assertions?  What,  sir!  can  it  be  credited  that 
the  sons,  the  offspring  of  those  immortal  bands 
who  in  1775  first  taught  our  enemy  the  might 
and  prowess  of  freemen,  and  all  America  the 
true  principles  and  ralue  of  liberty ;  who  said  to 
Britain,  "  the  soil  is  our  own,  and  you  tread  not 
on  it  but  by  permission,"  and  who  have  gone  down 
into  the  dust, mature  in  years  and  ripe  in  honors; 
will  their  descendants,  pious,  learned,  industrious, 
and  patriotic,  wage  war  against  their  Oovern- 
ment,  because  of  the  new  exposition  of  a  phrase, 
or  definition  of  a  word,  in  a  law  prescribtcTg  the 
means  of  safety,  at  this  hour  of  extreme  daiiger  ? 
Gkntlemen  must  pardon  me  for  not  admitting 
conclusions  so  uncharitable  (I  had  almost  said) 
so  invidious,  from  their  premises;  it  is  not  pos- 
sible. 
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Mr.  Ibying,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  ii  appears-  to  me.  ihat  ibe  nice 
distinetioos,  that  have  heretofore  been  made,  be- 
tween a  defensive  and  an  offensive  war,  are  no 
longer  of  any  consequence.  The  ground  on  which 
the  war  commenced,  can  no  longer,  it  is  presumed, 
affect  the  question,  whether  hostilities  shall  be 
carried  on  with  every  efficient  means  within 
our  power.  The  terms  proposed  b^  the  British 
Commissioners  have  been  communicated  to  this 
House ;  and  the  question  now  is,  whether  these 
terms  are  to  be  accepted,  or,  whether  we  are  to 
employ  the  means  Providence  has  placed  within 
onr  reach  in  the  expectation  of  procuring  better  1 

Sir,  I  would  ask  any  gentleman  in  this  Assem- 
bly, whether  he  is  willing  to  accept  of  these  terms— 
to  dismember  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
to  lop  off  the  hands  and  arms  of  this  country,  and 
thus  deliver  her  a  prey  to  the  enemy ;  or,  at  any 
rate,  take  from  her  every  future  hope  of  obtaining 
either  satisfaction  for  injuries,  or  security  against 
the  exercise  of  oppression  on  the  ocean  ?  If  he 
says  he  is  willing  to  do  this,  it  is  well ;  he  takes 
this  stand;  and  we  know  what  he  means  by  oppos- 
ing thb  measure.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  by  a 
feeling  of  generous  indignation  at  these  new  and 
unwarrantable  claims,  that  violate  the  iotegrity 
of  this  country,  and  outrage  every  principle  of 
reciprocity,  he  answers,  that  he  will  not  make 
peace  on  such  ignoble  terms ;  then,  if  he  differs 
with  me,  it  is  only  as  to  the  expediency  of  this 
measure,  or  its  capacity  to  answer  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  intended.  It  is  with  a  view  of  in- 
vestigating these  two  points  that  I  enter  into  this 
debate ;  for  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  honora- 
ble gentleman  in  this  House  who  would  recom- 
mend a  peace  on  the  terms  which  have  been 
offered.  If  there  is,  I  should  consider  it  idle  to 
address  myself  to  such  a  person.  It  is  impossible 
to  create  a  soul  under  the  ribs  of  death — and  I 
would  consider  it  equally  hopeless  to  reason  against 
the  want  of  certain  feelings,  or  attempt  to  excite 
emotions  in  a  breast  steeled  by  insensibility. 

I  would,  then,  ask,  are  the  present  means  of 
raising  an  army  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
present  crisis  ?  No,  sir.  The  history  of  the  war, 
and  the  experience  of  every  day,  are  a  sufficient 
answer  to  this  question.  What  with  the  habits 
engendered  by  a  long  peace— the  want  of  means 
to  pay  the  enormous  bounties,  which  are  neces- 
sary to  tempt  the  prosperous  multitude  of  this 
country — and,  most  of  all,  the  various  and  unjus- 
tifiable means  that  have  been  resorted  to,  for  the 
purpose  of  impeding  or  discouraging  enlistments. 
It  is  found  totally  impossible  to  fill  the  ranks  of 
the  Army.  Are  the  militia  ordered  out  ?  .  It  is 
called  oppression.  Are  they  selected  by  lot? 
Gentlemen  cry  out  conscription — ^as  if  there  was 
any  analogy  between  the  temperate  behesu  of  the 
law,  and  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  despot.  Should 
any  man  be  willing  to  enlist  voluntarily,  he  is  told, 
that  his  pay  will  be  withheld,  for  that,  in  New 
England,  several  soldiers  have  sold  their  certifi- 
cates at  a  loss  of  fifty  per  cent.  And  this  fact, 
which,  if  it  be  true,  was  the  result  of  a  panic  aris- 
ing from  the  suggestions  of  some  patriotic  adviser, 


or  Gonseientiotts  broker,  who  wished  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  his  credulity,  is  trumpeted  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other — hawked  about 
in  newspapers,  and  recorded  in  triumph  by  the 
friends  of  tbeir  country. 

What  then  remains  for  us,  sir  1  Are  we  to  go 
on  in  this  miserable  ricketty  mode  of  warfare  to 
the  end  of  time,  and  waste  our  resources  by  drib- 
lets, in  this  preposterous  economy— this  lady-like 
forbearance  of  using  the  means  in  our  power  7 
Or  are  we,  by  one  manly  and  decisive  effort,  to 
do  that  at  once,  which  we  must  do  at  last,  or  sub- 
mit to  a  most  dishonorable  peace  7  This  is  not 
the  land  of  Colchis — you  cannot  sow  dragons' 
teeth  and  reap  armed  men  ;  you  must  resort  to 
human  means — and  all  hnman  means,  hitherto 
tried,  have  failed ;  we  must,  therefore,  find  others, 
or  we  must  crouch  and  cringe,  and  say  to  the 
enemy,  in  the  debased  and  whining  language  of 
cowardice,  "  take  all  we  have,  but  spare  our  lives." 

Sir,  as  a  means  of  raising  an  efficient  army,  I  see 
nothing  unconstitutional  or  illegal  in  the  bill  before 
us,  nor,  indeed,  any  very  extraordinarr  hardship. 
If  the  country  is  worth  defending,  and  I  do  trust 
some  part  of  it,  at  least,  will  be  considered  so,  there 
appears  no  very  good  reason  why  men  should 
not  be  called  upon  to  perform  that  duty.  The 
framers  of  this  Constitution  thought  so,  and  they^ 
invested  the  General  Government  with  the  power 
of  calling  out  the  militia,  as  a  sufficient  defence 
acainst  any  force  that  might  be  brought  against  os. 
It,  sir,  this  resource  is  withheld  b^  the  delicate 
scruples  of  some  Stateauthorities— -if  pretence,  or 
construction,  or  quibble  is  resorted  to — or  if  men 
shelter  themselves  behind  an  ambiguity,  are  the 
country,  the  lakes,  and  our  honor:  to  be  sacrificed 
in  consequence?  I  hope  not — I  trust  not — I  am 
sure  not.  I  do  believe  there  is  spirit  enough  in 
this  House  to  resist  both  foreign  and  domestic 
foes,  and  energy  sufficient  to  surmount  the  ima- 
ginary barriers  of  the  Constitution,  which  rather 
seem  to  invite  the  aggressions  of  the  enemy  than 
to  afford  safety  to  those  whom  this  very  Consti- 
tution was  intended  to  protect. 

I  say  imaginary  barriers,  because  I  see  nothing 
in  the  Constitution  which  opposes  this  classifica- 
tion. It  is  true,  sir,  I  am  no  lawyer,  expert  in 
legal  subtleties,  and  equally  expert  in  applying 
either  end  of  the  glass  to  an  object,  as  it  suiu  his 
purpose,  to  increase  or  diminish  it.  Bat  there  is 
one  rule  of  law,  to  which  1  have  not  been  inat- 
tentive, and  that  is,  to  consult  the  intention  of 
the  law  which  we  are  to  expound.  What  was 
the  intention  of  that  section  of  the  Constitution 
which  provides  for  calling  out  the  militia;  in 
short,  sir,  what  was  the  whole  object  of  the 
Constitution  itself?  It  was  framed  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  combining  the  people  of  the  United 
States  into  a  community  for  mutual  defence.  If, 
therefore,  the  usual  resource  of  militia  is  insuffi- 
cient, we  resort  to  regular  enlistment ;  and  if  that 
fails,  what  are  we  to  do  but  try  more  efficient 
means,  or  surrender  the  honor,  and  barter  the  in- 
teresu  of  the  country  for  imaginary  Constitutional 
scruples? 

Sir,  there  is  one  political  axiom  that  cannot  be 
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coDiroTerted ;  the  country  must  be  defended; 
and  whether  thU  is  done  bv  drawing  the  enemy 
to  a  dtfitance,  or  receiving  him  at  our  doora,  is  a 
matter  «f  policy,  and  not  of  conscience.  It  does 
not  alter  the  principle  one  single  hair's  breadth. 
For  my  put,  sir,  I  cannot  find  in  the  Constitution 
any  one  principle  that  militates  against  classifica* 
tion  any  more  than  against  a  draught,  or  conscrip- 
tiou;  as  some  gentlemen  call  it.  If  there  was, 
eases  might  occur,  e?en  then,  to  justify  such  a 
measure,  as  indis|>ensable  to  self-defence,  which, 
while  that  necessity  lasts,  supersedes  all  Qtber 
laws  but  those  of  nature. 

But  it  appears  to  me,  that  sometimes  we  "strain 
at  a  gnat  and  swallow  a  camel*"  There  is  a  fun- 
damental principle  in  the  Constitution  which  re- 
quires the  minority  to  ^submit  to  the  will  of  the 
majority,  constitutionally  expressed — yet  some 
in  our  country  have  forgotten  that ;  there  is  ai^o- 
ther,  tbat  "  no  Slate  shall  enter  into  compact  with 
another  Stale" — some  have  quite  forgotten  that ; 
and  there  is  asacredprincipLe  of  union  pervading 
every  article  of  the  Constitutioa—and  some  have 
quite  forffotiien  that. 

No !  Mr.  Speaker,  having  so  glorious  an  inheri- 
tance, equal  to  that 'promised  land  that  the  Jews 
were  forty  years  sufiering  in  the  wilderness  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining,  is  it  ^ot  wonderful,  that  instead 
of  devising  ways  and  means  for  defending  and 
securing  the  precious  possession,  we  should  be 
seeking  for  quibbles  to  render  ui>eless  the  means 
that  CM  has  provided  for  its  defence  ? 

Sir,  we  hear  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
every  day  charged  with  incapacity  in  carrying  on 
the  war;  but  how  could  we  have  expected  any- 
thing else,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
situation  in  which  he  has  been  placed  ?  Instead 
of  providing  money  by  taxation,  we  chose  to  re- 
sort to  the  expedient  of  loans,  and  sen.t  our  Gov- 
ernment out  borrowing,  until  they  returned  penni- 
less. The  consequence  has  been,  tmit  instead  of 
ea>ploying  their  time  the  Siwnmer  past  in  devis- 
ing plans  how  they  could  most  annoy  ihe  enemy, 
tkey  ha7a  been  scuffling  with  national  penurv — 
perpleoted  to  know,  from  day  to  day,  how  ihey 
conld  employ  to  tbe  best  advantage  their  stinted 
iiMatta^h.aw  jt^ey  Cj9pld  cffi«t  from  hoinr  to  h^r, 
wiih  a»  €4ha!»i«d  Ttwuity,  and  %  dfw^^mA 
Of  edit.  It  is  in  vain  lo  wf^i  a  w«U-4:oa4iiQt«d 
war  and  aa  «flM»ient  AdaftiaMiratiao,  unless  we 
provide  aiaaef  aad  men  «o  pvodaae  bolb. 

@ir,g«MtfmiHi  y»ik  o{\ki^  Qener^l  Q^ver^pent 
an  if  in  wMBfi  a  sftf-wwHirl^d  s^pellior  being;  sAme 
alwiraet  and  iadependeat  po^wet ;  soom  cLQiid*eA* 
tbaaaed  Berenles,  oa  wboat  we  are  to  depend  for 
<»vaHPmiag  cor  ^fficaLlMs,  withant  any  exedion 
of  oar  own.  What  is  tike  GtoverDmeat  of  the 
United  States,  bat  an  aggregate  of  the  physical 
power  and  wealth  of  the  people  at  large?  It  is 
from  those  it  derives  its  strength  and  its  energy ; 
and  if  those^are  withheld,  I,  for  one,  should  like 
to  know  what  means  gentlemen  would  propose 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  that  strength  and 
energy.  Sir,  you  might  as  well  wither  this  arm 
by  a  powerful  spell,  and  stop  the  current  of  blood 
that  flows  in  these  veins,  and  then,  when  the  arm 
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was  readered  powerless,  and  the  heart  ceased  to 
beat,  deride  the  body  for  being  inert  and  mo- 
tionless. 

There  is  but  oae  way  of  giviuf  energy  to  a  free 
Government  that  I  know  of,  and  that  is  by  being 
liberal,  not  reckless,  of  the  public  resources;  and 
it  is  the  specisl  duty  of  this  House,  charged  as  it 
is  with  that  distribution,  to  be  careful,  while  it 
guards  the  public  wealth  from  waste,  and  the 
people  of  this  free  country  from  oppression,  (p 
give  to  the  Goverament  the  means  of  b^ing  stcoi^; 
and  energetic. 

If  we  refuse  these  paeans,  the  gentlemen  oo  the 
other  side,  who,  after  having  clamored  for  lazfs 
ss  they  did  for  war,  and  afterwards  voted  agaiom 
both,  may,  if  tiiey  please,  charge  the  Administra- 
tion with  not  being  energetic;  they  may  attempt 
to  lift  the  load  of  respoiisibility  from  themselvaiL 
hu!  it  will  ding  to  them  with  the  pertinacity  of 
some  natural  deformity ;  and,  though  they  may 
perchance  deceive  theqiselves,  those  who  trace 
effects  right  home  to  their  true  causes,  will  point 
to  this  House,  which,  with  a  most  prodigal  ecoa* 
omy,  refused  to  bestow,  what  it  was  ooateot  the 
Government  should  borrow,  at  a  rate  of  interest 
beyond  what  any  individual  who  was  aot  desper*  ^ 
ate  in  fortune  and  reputation  ever  paid. 

I  came  not  here,  sir,  as  the  advocate  of  any 
Administration  whatever,  but  as  an  agent  from 
the  part  of  the  country  I  represent  to  prooiote, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  the  public 
good.  Still,  I  think  it  t^  part  of  ^vj^ry  honest 
man  to  vindicate  the  rulers  of  his  free  choice^ 
when  he  thinks  they  are  unj.ustly  calumniated. 
Neither  do  I  impeach  any  man's  motives  in  say -r 
ing,  that  when  gentlemen  accuse  the  Executive  ' 
with  want  of  energy,  they  may  as  well  go  a  little  • 
further,  and  accuse  the  body  of  not  taking  care 
of  the  limbs,  when  the  lia||;|s  have  refused  to  dp 
their  office* 

It  is  this  mistaken,  this  fatal  economy,  that  aa* 
counts  for  the  ill  conduct  of  the  war,  of  which 
gentlemen  every  day,  and  on  all  occasions,  com« 
plain.  No  matter  wnat  may  be  tbe  subject  before 
us,  we  are  condemned  op  every  question  to  hear 
a  repetition  of  ik^  same  argqments.  The  clock 
does  not  strike,  or  the  sentinel  walk  his  roandsi 
more  regularW  than  some  geoMemen  go  the  sing-? 
song  round  or  "  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  unnatu^- 
ral  war."  They  are  continuaUy  remipdiiig  us  of 
the  unfortaaate  cook,  who,  for  waat  of  a  littie 
genius  to  diversify  his  dioners,  every  day  serxe4 
up  the  same  dull  round  of  **  three  roasted  pigs, 
three  buttered  apple  pif^."  Whenever  they  are 
asked  for  men  or  money,  they  either  fly  out  i^to 
a  passion  and  scold  the  Administration  roundly, 
or.  they  resort  to  as  many  excuses  as  a  vfwu^ 
dunned  for  some  miserable  pittance.  One  gen- 
tlemen will  not  give  his  money,  because  h.is  seor 
tion  of  the  Union  is  not  represented  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  Why,  sir,  this  is 
the  first  time  that  I  have  ever  heard  the  doctrine 
of  the  union  of  taxation  and  representation  nar- 
rowed down  to  such  miserable  localities.  If  ^^^h. 
a  principle  is  to  be  introduced  into  this  Houaa. 
there  is  not  a  measure  that  may  not  be  opposed 
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on  this  groond.  Every  Slate  must  be  represented 
in  each  committee ;  and  the  jostling  of  local  in- 
terests, local  prejudices,  and  local  partialities, 
would  in  all  probability  most  effectually  prevent 
any  well  digested  report  from  ever  being  made  to 
this  House. 

Sir,  it  is  here,  on  this  floor,  that  the  final  de- 
cision on  every  report  is  made ;  and,  so  lon^  as 
any  member  of  this  House  can  here  freely  deliver 
bis  sentiments  and  otter  his  objections  in  lan- 
guage that  suits  either  the  suavity  or  malignity 
of  his  own  disposition,  it  does  appear  to  me  a 
matter  of  perfect  indifference  whether  his  section 
of  the  Union  is  represented  in  the  committee 
or  not. 

Sir,  I  repeat  again,  it  is  this  mistaken  economy 
which,' by  withholding  what  is  necessary,  renders 
what  it  bestows  almost  useless,  that  accounts  for 
the  alleged  bad  conduct  of  the  war,  on  which 
Che  gentlemen  dwell  with  such  wonderful  and 
Incessant  pertinacity.  Not  having  money,  the 
Government  could  not  procure  men;  and  not 
having  men,  they  could  not  undertake  any  ex- 
tensive and  splendid  enterprise.  And  this,  in  my 
opinion,  is  all  the  bad  conduct  that  can  be  prop- 
erly charged  upon  the  Administration.  Even 
thus  circumscribed  by  our  jealous  economy,  what 
one  advantage  has  the  enemy  gained,  except  the 
solitary  one  of  injuring  this  capital?  And  that, 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  as  affecting  the  spirit 
of  the  nation,  has  been  rather  a  good  than  an  evil. 
Something  was  necessary  to  rouse  the  dormant 
spirit  of  the  nation,  and  this  has  effectually  done 
it.  But  even  this  disaster  is  to  be  attributed  to 
our  own  imprudence— not  in  expending  but  with- 
holding the  public  resources.  The  want  of  money, 
so  imperiously  felt  at  the  Treasury,  which  pre- 
vented the  raising  of  men,  prevented  the  possi- 
bility of  having  a  sufficient  force  ready  to  repel 
the  enemj  at  every  avenue  of  attack ;  it  prevented 
the  erectmg  of  necessary  fortifications  at  every 
vulnerable  point;  and  it  prevented  the  doing  any- 
thing, until  the  dangers  of  the  moment  called  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  act. 

Unable  to  obtain  means  for  expenditures  that 
were  absolute  in  their  demand,  such  as  the  sub- 
sistence of  troops,  the  supplying  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, ordnance,  clothing,  ^c,  for  those  already 
employed,  and  for  erecting  fortifications  where  it 
was  conceived  they  were  immediatelv  wanted, 
those  contingencies  that  were  apparently  remote 
were  not  taken  into  consideration ;  they  were  of 
necessity  neglected ;  and  hence  the  opportunity 
given  to  the  enemy  to  make  an  incursion  into 
this  place;  and  here  we  are  to  look  for  the  cause 
of  the  inefficiency^  of  the  present  Administration. 
We  did  not  provide  in  time  the  means  to  enable 
them  to  be  efficient;  and  any  Administration 
would  have  been  inefficient  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  urge  these  remarks  on  this  House,  consider- 
ing it  a  thinking,  reflecting,  body ;  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  (Government;  and  equally  bound 
with  the  Executive,  in  the  laws  that  are  framed, 
to  consult  the  interests  and  promote  the  safety  of 
the  people.    When,  therefore,  we  accuse  the  Ex- 


ecutive of  not  performing  what  we  did  not  afford 
him  the  means  to  perform,  we  either  treat  him 
unjustly,  or  we  virtually  declare  ourselves  mere 
automatons,  to  be  directed  bjr  his  will,  which  is 
notoriously  not  the  case.  Sir,  let  us  try  to  do 
better  in  future.  Let  us  provide  ample  means  to 
insure  success,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  can 
we  hold  the  Executive  responsible  for  disaster 
and  disgrace. 

Sir,  this  is  not  a  time  to  talk,  but  to  act.  When 
our  Arniy  is  composed  of  a  mere  handful  of  men, 
and  our  Treasury  empty,  so  that  it  cannot  provide 
for  this  gallant  handluf ;  when  an  enemy,  power- 
ful and  active,  is  beating  against  our  shores  like 
the  strong  wave  of  the  ocean ;  when  everything 
is  at  stake ;  when  personal  safety,  property,  and 
everything  valuable,  and  everything  dear  to  us, 
lie  all  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  momentary  events; 
and  when,  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  we  may 
emphatically  say,  ^*  we  know  not  what  a  day  may 
bring  forth,'^  surely,  such  is  not  the  moment  for 
parsimonious  feelings  in  raising  taxes,  or  for  forced 
constructions  to  defeat  the  means  for  raising  men. 
If  we  are  parsimonious  now,  the  next  year  every- 
thing is  to  be  done  over  again ;  the  same  expense 
is  to  be  repeated,  and  the  same  result  ensues.  Sir, 
this  is  the  way  to  exhaust  a  country  without  pro- 
ducing one  single  good.  It  renders  her  sacrinees 
of  no  avail ;  it  is  offering  up  victims  without  a 
hope  that  the  offering  will  be  accepted ;  it  U  bleed- 
ing a  little  every  day,  till  the  patient  is  exhausted, 
while  ihe  disease  remains. 

The  motion  was  furiher  opposed  by  Messrs. 
FoRSTTH,  Troup  and  Bradley,  and  advocated 
by  Mr.  Grosvenor. 

AAer  refusing  several  times  to  adjourn,  the 
question  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment was  decided  as  follows: 

Yjeub — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Msasachuaetti,  Ba/lj  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Masaachosetts,  Davia  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Gaston,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hender- 
son, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lorett,  Markell, 
Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  WilUam  Reed,  Roggles,  Schnre- 
man,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Maesachusetts,  Webeter,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wiloox,  and  Wilson  of  Maaaaehasett»-^55. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andefsoo,  Ar- 
eher,  Aveiy,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bine%  Bowen, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Botler,  Caldwall,  CaJhoan,  Canaoii, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Goawd, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cnthbert,  Denoyattee, 
Desha,  Duvell,  Earle,  Bppes,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  r&Aof 
New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholeon,  Good* 
wyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Harris,  Haabrouck,  Hawea, 
Hopkins  of  Kentudcy,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngenoU, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maxylaud,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferta, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lean, Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Par- 
ker, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  8fy- 
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bert.  Sharp,  Smith  of  PeofvlTaiiia,  Smith  of  Virgiiiia, 
TannehtU,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troap,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsyhaaia,  Wright, 
and  Yaiicey—95. 

Two  or  three  ineffectiml  attempts  were  then 
made  to  adjouro. 

The  question  being  then  stated  on  concur- 
ring in  the  first  amendment  to  the  bili,  as  agreed 
to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  amend- 
ment authorizes  the  President  to  call  directly  on 
the  officers  of  militia  in  case  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Governors  of  the  States  to  aid  in  the  execution 
of  the  law — 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  a  short  time 
in  opposition  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
this  amendment,  and  agreed  lo — For  the  amend- 
ment 87,  against  it  42,  aa  follows: 

YsAt— Meean.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderaon,  Archer, 
▲▼ery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bametc,  Binel,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Bvtier,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Claik,  Clooton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
CuMieh,  Cnthbert,  DenoyeUea,  Desha,  Earle,  Bppes, 
Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Foray  th« 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodw^,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkma  of  Kentocky*  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Ingeiaoll,  Inghanit  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper^  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vbginia,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Tel&ir,  ITdree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Pjimisylvania,  and  Tancev — 87. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Masaachnsetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 
parton.  Champion,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Maaaa- 
chuaetta,  £ly,  Gaaton,  Oroavenor,  Hale,  Hendenon, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Maasachusetts,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Maoon,  Miller,  Moseiey,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Sheffey,  Stanford,  Sturgea,  Thompson,  Voae,  Ward  of 
Massachosetta,  Webster,  White,  WUcoz,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Wright— 43. 

The  questtoo,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Miller,  to 
adjourn  (at  6  o'clock)  was  then  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays — for  the  motion  53.  against  it  75« 

Mr.  Lbwis,  of  Virginia,  tfien  moved  to  post- 
pone the  bill  and  amendments  to  Monday. — Ne- 
gatived. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  and 
separately  to  agree  to  all  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  That 
amendment  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  to  reduce  the  term  of 
service  of  the  militia  to  be  draughted  from  two 
years  to  one  year,  was  agreed  to  by  the  following 
Tole : 

Tkas— Measrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge, Brigham,  Burwell,  Bntler,  Caperton,  Cannon, 
Clopton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Ely.  Eppea,  Fisk 
.of  Vermont,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Groavenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hum- 
phry, Joimaon  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Keat  of  Mary- 


land, Kerr,  King  of  Maasaehuaetta,  Levria,  Lovett» 
Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Moseiey, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  John  Reed,  Rich,  Roane, 
Ruggleai  Seybert,  Shefifey,  Skinner,  Smiih  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Voee,  Ward  of  Massachusetu,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  White,  Wilcox,  WIUmhi  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Wright— 68. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Barnett, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  ChappeU, 
Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton, Crouch,  DenoyeUea,  Pisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Gtourdin,  Griffin,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  IngeraoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin, 
Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  KUboum,  King  of 
North  Carolinia,  LeflfarU,  LyIe,  McKim,  Nelson,  N«w- 
ton,  Ormsby,  Paiker,  Pickering,  Pickans,  Rea  of  Peuip 
nia,  Rhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Robertson,  Saga,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  TannehiU,  TM^lor,  Tel£i£r, 
Udree,  Webster,  Williams,  Wihion  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Vancey — 57. 

A  motion  waa  then  made  by  Mr.  Magoh,  fiu^ 
iher  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  hill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  quotas  assigned  to  each  of  the  States, 
and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert: 
From  New  Hampdiire   •       .       .       .    3,100 
From  Maasaehuaette       ....  10,039 
From  Rhode  Island         ....     1,100 

From  Connecticut 3,720 

From  Vermont       -••-..    3,0311 
From  New  York    -        -        -        .        .  12,405 

From  New  Jersey 3,087 

From  Pennsylvania        ....  10,662 
From  Delaware      -        •        >        *        •    -  803 

From  Maryland 3,395 

From  Virginia 7,697 

From  North  Carolina     -        *        *        -    5,217 
From  Sooth  Carolina      ....    2,870 

Prom  Georgia 1,875 

Prom  Kentucky 4,025 

From  Tenneasee     .....    2,726 

From  Ohio 2,860 

From  Lottiaiana     ••....  428 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required 
on  this  motion,  the  House  at  length  adjourned, 
a  little  before  8  o'clock,  after  a  sitting  of  nearly 
ten  hours. 

Monday,  December  12. 

A  new  mc;mher,  to  wit:  from  PcnnsTlrania, 
Amos  Slaymaker.  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, and  took  his  seat,  in  tne  place  of  James 
Whitehill,  resigned ;  the  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stituiion  of  the  United  States  being  first  admin- 
istered to  him. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  merchants,  and  other  citizens  of 
New  York,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
general  bankrupt  law ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  desired  the  reading  of  this 
memorial,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  more  particularly  to  a  subject  of  the 
utmost  importance.  Among  the  signatures  to 
that  petition  were  the  names  of  persons  who  had 
contributed  millions  to  the  revenue,  and  of  others 
who  had,  within  a  short  time,  bestowed  thousands 
of  dollars  on  charitable  institutions;  men  than 
whom  there  were  none  more  reapeotabh  in  Iht 
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iMtioo.  They  look  to  Congress  alone  for  relief 
from  the  difficulties  into  which  tbey  have  been 
plunged  by  (he  recent  embarrassments  of  com- 
merce ;  by  whom  alone  they  can  be  relieved,  if 
the  recent  decision  of  the  circuit  court  of  Penn- 
sylvania be  confirmed,  dbc.  He,  therefore,  moved 
taat  the  memorial  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  tke  Judiciary. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  £ppE8t  of  Virgiaia,  from  tJie  Con^mittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  ]Mrovi4e 
additional  revenue  for  die  fraying  tbe  expenses  of 
the  Goveromeot  a^d  roaioiainijif  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  a  difeoi  tax  witliw  the  Unii«d 
States,  and  to  {Ncovide  for  assesviog  aad  collecting 
dke  «amc ;  twice  nead,  and  commitied. 

The  bai  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  J.  C. 
Hurlburt  having  been  rep<»rted  without  amend- 
ment, was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  took  up  for  consideration  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  carriage  duty 
bill ;  wbich  were  agreed  to. 

DISTILLED  SPIRITS. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  laying  a  doty  on  distilled 
spirits,  made  a  report  thereof.  Several  of  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to.  the  question 
was  then  stated  on  agreeing  to  that  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
section  allowing  distillers  to  sell  any  quantity  pot 
less  than  one  gallon  of  the  liquor  they  d,istil. 

[Tbe  section  thus  proposedf  to  be  btruck  out  of 
th«  bill  was  originally  inserted,  in  the  House,  at 
the  suifgestion  of  Mr.  Gbolson,  of  Virginia,  wbo, 
witk  others,  contended  that  the  law,  as  i(  now 
stoeid,had  a  most  inconvenient  and  even  oyprefsive 
opftiiation  on  the  people  in  the  partiouiar  part  of 
the  country  in  which  he  resided,  many  of  whom 
did  not  distil  to  the  quantity  wluch  Uiey  are  by 
law  allowed  to  dispose  of,  and  who  were  now  pre- 
cluded from  selling  enough  of  the  liquor  they 
distil.to  enable  them  to  pay  the  tax  on  it.] 

The  proposition  to  strike  out  this  section  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Gholson  and  Mr.  Eppes,  Mr. 
BfcKEE  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Macon  of  North  Car- 
olina, Mr.  Rbba  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  PiOKENa  of 
North  Carolina,  and'  Mr.  Inobam  of  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  and  supported  by  Mr.  McKim  of  Maryland, 
Mr«  Ward  and  Mr.  John  Reed,  of  Massacbu- 
setts,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Potter. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  amendment, 
which  goes  to  strike  oui  this  section,  was  decided 
in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  exhibit- 
ed the  following  result:  For  the  amendn^ent  71, 
against  it  81,  as  follows : 

YaAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Baylies  of 
Massachosetto,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  fiigelow,  Bines, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breekenridge,  Brigham, 
Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Denoyelles, 
Ely,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Gourdin, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  Howell,  In- 
gersoU,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  MarkeH,  McKlm,  Miller, 
Moore,   Moseley,   Oakley,    Pickering,  Potter,  John 


Reed,  William  fieed,  Rich,  Bofaertaon,  RoMite* 
Schareman,  S^bert,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  Yorii^ 
Stockton,  Storges,  Taggart,  Taybr,  Thompson,  Tose* 
Ward  of  Massacbusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webetert 
Wbeaton,  Wilcox,  WiUians,  Wilson  of  Maasachvaetla. 
Winter,  and  Wright. 

Nats— Meava.  Alezaadery  Abtoa,  Baibear,  Bard* 
Bamett,  Bowea,  Brown,  Borwell,  Caperton,  CaldweH, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Conard, 
Creighton,  Cnlpeper,  Cutnbei^  Davis  of  Fenniflvanin, 
Desha,  Dnvall,  £arle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Fairow,  Find- 
ley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  GoodwYn, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentoc&j, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  North  Carolina,  LefTerts,  Lyie,  Maoon, 
McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Murfree,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Omsby,  Parker,  Pearson,  PIckena,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennaasee, 
Roane,  tege,  Sevier,  Shaip,  Shelby.  Saulii  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  ef  Yirgmia,  SlanfiMd,  Stnait,  Tam»- 
biU,  Telfair,  Tionp,  Udree,  White,  Wilaonef  Peanqrl- 
vfuua,  and  Yancey. 

AJI  the  amendments  (ibia  one  excepted)  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  returned  to  the  Senate. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  BOOKS  AND  FAPESa 

Mr.  PcARsoir,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  se- 
lect committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
of  Patrick  Magruder,  respecting  the  destruction  of 
the  library  and  papers  belonging  to  the  office  of 
tbe  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  made 
a  report  thereon,  ezhibitinff  a  detailed  view  of  tbe 
circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  tbe  llbrarf , 
wtucb  the  committee  conceive  migiit,  have  beoi 
preserved  in  wboJe  or  in  part,  and  iJie  voucb^vs 
for  tbe  contingent  ezpenditiuea  of  the  Houan  of 
Eepreseptatives;  and  concluding  with  «  reads- 
4ioo,  that  be  be  credited  with  a  «ertaui  suin.  aa- 
ecrtained  to  have  been  axpendnd  by  him  bauwaa 
the  14th  January,  18H,  and  the  day  on  wJiicli 
the  Capitol  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  Tiie 
report  was  read  by  Mr.  P.  in  his  place,  aad  or- 
dered to  be  printed.    It  ie  as  follows: 

That  the  committee  have  satisfiiuctoiy  evidence  tliat 
tbe  library  of  Congress,  consisting  of  rolumes  agreea- 
Uy  to  the  catalogue  herewith  aahtaitted,  was  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  ea  the  34th  of  August  last;  aad«  also,  tiia 
manuscript  reoerd%  pi^iers,  and  aeeiet  jonmala  of  Co»- 
gress,  mentioned  in  the  commnaication  apihmitted  to 
this  rommittee.  In  addition  to  the  aseerlaiiuiieBt  af 
those  facts,  the  committee  have  considered  it  tfUir  du- 
ty to  form  and  express  some  opinion  as  to  the  dsgree 
of  diligence  and  precaution  exercised  by  the  Clerk,  and 
those  in  his  employ,  to  prevent  the  loss  which  has 
been  sustained.  In  doing  this  they  have  taken  into 
consideration  the  threatening  aq>ect  of  the  enemy  in 
the  Chesapeake,  the  Potomac,  and  the  Patuxent,  al- 
most uniformly  from  the  month  of  June  to  the  period 
of  their  incursion  on  the  dty  of  Washington,  and  the 
apprehension  which  prevailed  on  this  subject,  as  de- 
veloped by  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
"  causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  his  reeent  en- 
terprises against  this  metropolis,'*  dkc  They  havs 
also  referred  to  the  seToral  Heads  of  Departments,  and 
obtained  information  as  to  tbe  time  and  manner  of 
their  removing  and  securing  the  papers  and  effects  be- 
longing to  their  offices ;  which  mformatioa  the  com- 
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mittM  herewith  evbmit  m  Mit  of  their  report,  con- 
Uined  in  the  letters  marked  Noe.  1,  2,  3,  and  4;  from 
which  it  appears  that  meaaores,  preparatory  to  a  re- 
moval of  the  docaments  belonging  to  the  lereral  De- 
partnkents^  were  taken  as  early  as  the  20th  and  21st  of 
August,  and  the  remoTals  aU  effected  by  the  22d; 
whereaa  no  preparatory  measures  were  taken  to  secure 
the  Kbraiy  and  papers  appertaining  to  the  office  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  any  effi>rts  made  to  pro- 
cure the  means  of  transportation  till  the  afternoon  of 
the  22d  of  August;  after  which  time  the  committee 
were  convinced  that  the  means  of  transportation  were 
difficcdt  to  obtain,  if  not  impracticable. 

As  to  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  e«i  Mccmnt  of  iadi»> 
position,  ae  aUeged,  the  committee  h«re  not  examined 
as  to  the  particular  nature  and  eztent  of  that  iadmpf^ 
eition.  Thejr  will  only  say  that  it  was»  or  ought  to 
have  been,  serious  and  alarming^  to  have  iaetified  his 
absence  under  the  drenmstancee  which  then  ezisled. 
The  committee  are,  tberefitte>  constrained  to  eipiess 
the  opinion,  that  due  pieoiution  and  dihgenee  Were 
not  exercised  to  prevent  the  destruction  and  lose  which 
has  been  sustained. 

In  rdatioB  to  the  remsising  subject  of  inquiry  sub- 
■ritted  to  the  ceoimittoe,  vik:  the  mttouM  df  miiHMy 
pM  on  aecoont  of  the  contingeBt  expenses  of  the 
Jfinne,  eince  the  first  of  Janaary  1«^  fbr  which  the 
.  Clerk  ought  to  be  credited)  (the  onginal  voneberB  hmv«- 
filg  bevn  deelrayed  in  the  cdttflagration  of  the  Cap^l,) 
me  emlaiittee  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve  the  stat»<- 
MMMt  of  the  Cletk,  and  his  deputies,  as  to  like  deetmo- 
tien  of  the  vouchers  alluded  to.  They  have,  however, 
etfpeHenoed  nnoh  difflcuUy,  delny^  end  embarraesment. 
In  their  endeeven  to  ascerUhn  and  adJoM  the  aoeounts 
of  .th»  Clerk»  so  as  to  do  juktioe  between  the  public 
and  the  individual.  This  task  was  the  more  arduous 
and  unpleasant,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Clerk 
himself  disavowing  any  knowledge  of  the  pecuniary 
transactions  of  his  office,  and  referring  the  committee 
to  his  chief  derk,  Colonel  George  Magruder,  who,  on 
application,  appeared  equally  unable  or  unwilling  to 
enter  into  such  a  spedfication  of  the  accounts  and  ex- 
penditures as  would  enable  the  committee  to  form  any 
probable  result.  He  presented  a  general  statement, 
(herewith  submitted,  marked  M,)  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representetives  stood 
charged  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  with  the  sum  of 
960,863  16;  and  that  he  daimed  credit  for  $48,000, 
&r  expenditures  fbr  contingent  expenses  of  the  House, 
from  January,  1814,  to  2Sd  August  of  the  same  year; 
leaving  a  balance  due  the  United  States,  on  that  day, 
of  $2,863  16.  The  committee  considering  this  al- 
leged amount  of  expenditure  as  being  very  great  and 
unprecedented,  ton  the  same  length  of  time,  and  pre- 
suming, as  the  Clerk  was  able  to  state  a  particular  sum 
expended,  and  a  small  amount  remaining  in  his  hands 
on  the  day  hie  teachers  were  destroyed,  he  might, 
from  the  same  data  which  produced  the  resnlto  stated, 
by  the  aid  of  his  recollection,  the  assistance  of  the 
Clerks  in  his  office,  and  the  officers  of  the  House,  and 
espedally  by  reference  to  the  bank  or  banks  in  which 
his  pubUc  depontes  were  kept,  and  individuals  to 
whom  the  prindpal  payments  were  made,  furnish  such 
epedfie  statements  as  would  have  enabled  the  commit- 
tee to  form  a  reasonable  opinion  as  to  the  correctness 
of  the  general  statement  which  had  been  presented, 
they  d^med  it  their  duty  to  require  a  statement  of  the 
ftino^al  ilems  of  ordinary  expenditure,  and  the  names 
4if  nemona  who  had  furnished  them ;  this  infiarmaticm 


wae  nltimataiy  obtained  by  the  admiadon  of  the  chief 
derky  tiie  information  of  other  officers  of  the  fiousoj 
and  the  knowledge  which  the  committee  themsdvet 
had  of  Ae  moat  considerable  objeoto  of  expenditure. 
All  of  which  are  stated  in  the  account  herewith  pi»> 
sented,  marked  A.  The  Cleik.waft  then  reqneeted  to 
aeeettain,  from  sueh  sources  as  seem  practicable,  the 
smns  paid  on  aeoonnt  of  those  several  items  of  expend- 
iture; some  of  vpludi  they  know  be  could  ascertain 
with  certainty,  and  meet  of  which  with  probhUe  ac*> 
coracy.  In  compUanoe  with  this  request  the  coitamit- 
tee  were  furnished  with  the  statement  marked  B. ;  the 
prindpal  items  of  which  are — 
To  paymg  Messrs  Way  and  Weightthan,  for  printing 
and  stationery  ....  $26,600  10 
To  paying  messengers  of  the  House     -  2,684  60 

The  committM  havhog  obtained  from  the  Treasury 
Department  a  copy  of  tlm  last  settlement  made  by  ti^ 
Clerk,  on  the  14th  Janunry,  1814,  on  acoounc  ef  tim 
contiiigent  expensee  ef  the  House  of  RepmsentatN«fl^ 
end  having  exaouned  the  bookeof  Messrs.  Way  and 
Wdghtman,  ae  alee  the  caahiers  ef  flie  Bodt  of  Wasl^ 
ingten  attd  the  Union  Bank  of  QeoiKetown,  are  atti»> 
fied  dial  tfle  sum  of  $8,688  63  ought  to  be  deducted 
from  the  $26,600  10,  charged  for  printing  and  slation- 
ety  in  the  aeconnt  rendered  by  the  deifcs,  and  marked 
B,  asaleresaid.  The  satee  having,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  coainntlto,  been  already  aUowed,  and  tnduded  in 
the  settlement  with  the  Treasifry  on  the  14lh  a(f  Janii> 
ary,  1814;  which  seMlemeiit  flie  oonnnittee  heMwith 
submit,  nrarked  T. 

The  oharge  in  acoomt  B^  for  tfaw  pay  df  meteengera 
for  the  House,  is  manifestly  inooneot,  and  exoeeda 
tiMir  proper  dlowance  by  the  sum  of  $618  56. 

The  committee  having  allowed  sit  other  ehai^gee  epe- 
cifred  and  dhiilied  by  the  Cieik,  and  having,  by  everv 
mean*  in  their  power,  anoertained  theiteua  with  wUeh 
the  oontingeiit  fnnd  is  ehargtable,  and  nmde  the  uoet 
liberal  allowance  for  itn  expenditnye,  eotomit  the  etaHe- 
nfent,  maHied  At  an  the  result  ef  tiieir  inquiry. 
From  which  it  appears  that,  on  settlement  witii  the 
Treasur/,  on  the  14th  January,  1814,  a  balance  re- 
mdned  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  tiie  House  of 
Representatives,  due  the  U.  States,  of  $6,674  87 
That»from  the  14th  ef  lanuaiy,  1814,  to 
the  18th  April,  1914,  the  Clerk  drew 
from  the  Treamy  the  sum  of    •>        «    44,Sf88  29 


Making  the  sum  of     *        -        -  $60,863  16 

with  which  he  now  stands  charged  at  the 
Treasury. 

That  his  expenditures  shice  the  above 
settlement,  and  such  as  the  committee 
presume  were  not  included  in  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  contingent  expenses  ctf  the 
House,  to  the  19th  Septemberv  1814, 
amount  to  the  sum  of        •        •        -    30,988  67^ 

f  ■■ 

Leaving  a  bnlanee  unaecounted  for  by  the 
Clerk,  and  due  tiM  United  Slates,  ef  $19,029  68 

The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution: 
Besohed,  That  Patrick  Magruder,  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  be  credited  at  the  proper  office  of 
the  Treasury  Department  with  the  sum  of  $30,933  67}, 
for  expenditures  on  account  of  the  contingent  expenaan 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  from  the  date  of  hie 
.aat  settlement  to  the  19th  September.  1814. 
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Decembeb,  1814. 


Tmxasubt  BmrAwnaoKT,  Nov.  6,  1814. 

Sib:  Upon  inquiry,  I  find  that  the  books  and 
papers  appertaining  to  the  Tieasoiy  wen  packed 
vp  on  Bonds jy  the  21st  of  Aofust,  1814,  and  sent  off 
in  the  allenioon  of  the  following  day. 

It  is  also  stated  to  me  that  much  difficnlty  was  not 
experieneed  in  procuring  carriages  to  transport  the 
books  and  papers ;  and  that,  in  fiiet,  two  wagons,  more 
than  were  eTentoally  foond  necessary,  were  engaged 
by  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  yonr 
most  obedient  senrant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

JOSBPB  PlABSOB,  Esq. 

Wab  DxrABTKKVT,  Notf.  31,  1814. 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  year  letter  of 
the  31st  instant,  inquiring  at  what  time  the  papers 
belonging  to  the  Department  of  State  were  removed 
previous  to  the  destruction  of  the  public  buildings  in 
this  dty,  and  whether  it  vras  practicable  for  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  have  obtained  the 
means  of  removing  the  library  and  papers  belonging 
to  that  House  in  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States 
wiifthiB  the  space  of  three  days  previous  to  that  event. 

Having  left  this  city  on  the  Thursday  preceding  the 
aith  of  August  Ibr  the  neighborhood  of  Benedict,  and 
having  entered  it  afterwards,  momentarily  only,  prior 
to  the  24th,  I  have  no  knowledge,  ftom  personal  <jwer- 
vBtion,  of  the  meons  which  might  have  been  obtained 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the 
removal  of  the  library  and  documenta  of  that  brandi 
of  the  Legislature. 

Apprehending,  when  I  left  the  city,  that  the  docu- 
menta belonging  to  the  Department  of  State  would  be 
in  danger,  I  gave  orders  that  they  should  be  packed  up 
and  in  readiness  to  be  moved  on  notice  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy.  It  vras  under  this  order,  and 
on  the  subsequent  notice,  which  was  communicated, 
that  they  were  removed  to  a  place  of  safety  on  the 
28d  of  August. 

I  have  understood  that  the  papers  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  were  likewise  removed  on  the  22d  of 
August. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  JosBPH  Peabsob,  H.  ofJRepM* 

Navt  Dkpabtxsbt,  Nov,  5,  1814. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in 
your  note  of  yesterday,  requiring  "  such  information 
as  to  the  time  when  the  papers  of  this  Department 
were  packed  up  and  removed ;  and,  finally,  my  opin- 
ion as  to  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the  means  of 
conveyance,  for  three  days,  immediately  preceding  the 
destruction  of  the  Capitol  by  the  enemy,**  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  that,  having,  on  Saturday,  the  20th 
August  hst,  directed  the  Chief  Clerk  of  this  Depart- 
ment to  prepare  for  the  removal  of  the  books,  papers, 
and  eflfocta  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  to  procure 
the  necessary  transportation,  I  now  enclose  his  state- 
ment of  the  facta  and  circumstances  attending  the 
execution  of  my  order,  as  conveying  more  correct  in- 
formation, in  relation  to  the  subject  of  your  inquiry, 
than  that  which  comes  within  my  own  knowledge. 

I  am,  respectflilly,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  JONES 

Ron.  JosBVB  PxABsoB,  CAotrmofi,  ^ 


Natt  Dbpibtkbbt,  Nov.  5, 1814. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  fi-om  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  to  prepare  for  the  removal  and  safety  of 
the  public  documenta  and  archives  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, on  Saturdsy,  the  20th  day  of  August,  18149> 
and  anticipating  a  difficulty  in  procuring  wagons,  he 
sanctioned  the  transportation  by  water,  in  boata  up  tiift 
Potomac  river. 

On  Sunday  three  of  the  clerks  were  employed  pack- 
ing up,  in  boxes  and  trunks,  all  the  books  of  record, 
papers,  library,  maps,  charta,  plans,  stationery,  tro- 
phies, various  valuable  instrumenta,  paintings,  prints, 
Ac,  ready  for  removal  on  the  next  day ;  and  m  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  the  21st  of  August,  two  river 
boata,  vrith  their  crews,  were  engaged  for  the  pnrpostt 
at  die  ordinary  pay  and  wages. 

On  Monday,  the  22d  August,  two  of  the  city  carta 
were  engaged,  and  all  the  boxes  and  arttdes  in  the 
Navy  Department,  (heavy  desks  and  lumiture  ex- 
cepted,) were  put  on  board  a  boot  at  the  netrest  wharf 
to  the  offices,  and  at  4  P.  M.  proceeded  up  the  river  as 
for  as  Georgetovrn. 

In  the  forenoon  of  Monday,  the  23d,  two  large 
wagons  with  drivers  presented  themselves  at  die  De- 
partment for  employ,  and  on  account  of  the  previous 
arrangement  to  transport  by  vrator,  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Accountant  of  the  Navy  Depsrtment, 
who  loaded  them  with  the  efiecta  of  his  office. 

On  Tuesday,  the  2Sd  August,  the  Chief  Cleric,  with 
one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Department,  proceeded  up  the 
river  Potomac,  and  passed  through  the  locks  and  etital 
to  a  place  of  safe^. 

There  was  no  difficulty  in  procuring  more  boats 
and  men  enough  to  navigate  them  up  the  river  abova 
the  foils.  BENJAMIN  H0MAN8,  Cierk. 

Tbkasubt  Dxpabtxbitt, 
General  Land  Office,  November  5,  1814. 

Sib  ;  In  the  absence  of  the  Commissioner  I  have 
the  honor  to  reply  to  the  questions  in  your  letter  of 
yesterday. 

On  the  Sunday  preceding  the  destruction  of  the 
public  buildings,  the  records  of  this  office  were  pre- 
pared for  removal. 

On  Monday  wagons  were  procured  in  the  country^ 
loaded  in  the  evening,  and  the  records  removed  the 
same  night. 

As  to  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the  means  of 
conveyance  on  other  roads  than  that  which  I  travelled 
I  cannot  form  an  opinion,  but  on  that  road  I  found  no> 
difficulty  in  procuring  what  I  wanted  for  this  office  on 
that  day.    I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  GARDINER,  Chief  Ckrk. 

Hon.  J.  Pbabsok. 
[The  tables,  being  voluminous,  are  omitted.] 
MILrriA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  a  draught  of 
80^30  militia,  for  the  defeoce  of  the  frontiers. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  (o  place  the  appor* 
cioameut  of  the  draught  on  the  basis  of  military 
strength  (or  free  white  popuiatioo)  instead  of  the 
basis  of  representation,  on  which  it  now  standa, 
being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Kennedy  spoke  a«  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  generally  contented  m^fadf 
with  giving  a  silent  vote  on  moat  of  the  subjects 
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Mililia  Draughts. 


H.  OF  R. 


whieh  hare  beea  presented  to  this  House,  after 
bestowing  upon  them  the  best  considers tioa  and 
the  most  mature  reflection  I  was  able  to  do,  agree- 
ably to  the  powers  which  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
possess ;  but  to  remain  silent  on  a  question  which 
iDTolTes  the  best  interests  of  my  constituents,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  whole  Southern  country,  I 
think  would  be  a  wanton,  if  not  a  criminal  ne- 
glect of  duty,  I  must  therefore  beg  to  be  excused 
tor  troubling  the  House  with  a  few  remarks. 

Sir,  I  hope  the  amendment  proposed  by  my 
honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Maoon)  will  prevail. 
In  all  coalitions  or  unions  formed  by  independent 
sovereign  Powers  for  the  attainment  of  any  ob- 
ject which  required  military  requisitions  or  requi- 
sitions of  money,  those  demands  have  always  been 
made  upoo  the  principles  of  military  strength, 
and  the  ability  to  pay,  and  not  in  proportion  to 
political  strength  or  political  privileges;  it  is  the 
usage  and  practice  of  the  world,  founded  in  eter- 
nal justice  and  plain  common  sense. 

In  the  late  coalition  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Continental  Powers  against  the  French  Em* 

Sror,  which  resulted  in  the  overthrow  of  that 
onarch,  whv  was  it  not  required  of  Sweden, 
who  possesseu  all  the  political  privileges  of  a  free 
and  independent  nation,  to  furnish  as  many  troops 
for  that  object  as  Russia  or  Austria?  The 
answer  is  obvious,  because  she  was  not  able,  her 
population  was  not  equal  to  the  task,  without  a 
great  sacrifice ;  it  coukl  not  be  done  without  per- 
haps ruin  and  destruction  to  the  Stale ;  justice 
therefore  only  required  that  the  demand  upon  her 
should  be  made  in  pro|K>rtion  to  her  military 
strength,  and  in  that  ratio  I  presume  her  troops 
were  furnished. 

The  same  priociple  was  recognised  and  prac* 
tised  by  the  Old  Congress,  under  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  ;  each  Btate  had  the  same  political 
strength,  as  to  any  vote  in  that  body,  yet  notwith- 
standing, whenever  any  requisition  was  made  by 
them  upon  the  States  for  men,  it  was  always  in 
proportion  to  the  physical  strength  of  the  States 
respectively,  and  not  in  proportion  to  their  politi- 
cal rights,  as  independent  sovereign  Powers,  nor 
in  proportion  to  their  political  strength  in  the 
General  Qovernment  or  the  nation;  and  every 
requisition  for  money  was  made  in  proportion  to 
their  ability  to  pay,  and  not  in  any  other  ratio 
whatever. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Fisk) 
contends  that  a  call  for  militia  is  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  people,  and  ought  to  be  apportioned  among 
the  States,  respectively,  according  to  the  number 
of  their  Representatives.  In  this  opinion,  I  pre- 
sume, he  thinks  he  is  warranted  by  the  second 
section*  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution, 
whieh  says — "^  Representatives  and  direct  taxes 
'  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States 
'  which  may  DC  included  within  this  Union  accord- 
'  iog  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be 
<  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of 
'  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service 
^  for  a  term  of  vears,  and  excluding  Indians  not 
'  taxed,  three-fiuhs  of  all  other  persons." 

This  strai^eand  alarming  doctrine  I  will  now. 


sir,  endetTor,  to  examine  and  refute.  A  call 
upon  the  States  for  militia  is  not  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  people  within  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  otherwise  the  tax  would  have  to  bt 
collected,  or  rather,  the  duty  would  have  to  be 
performed  according  to  representation,  in  the  pre- 
cise manner  that  it  would  be  imposed ;  and  in 
order  to  see  the  impropriety  of  the  opinion  con* 
tended  for,  we  have  only  to  look  at  the  absurditv 
to  which  the  doctrine  would  lead  us  if  pursued.^ 
Suppose  an  attack  is  made  by  the  enemy  on  New 
Orleans;  according  to  this  idea,  the  President' 
would  be  bound  to  call  out  the  whole  draughted< 
militia  from  every  State  and  Territory  within  the 
Union,  in  order  that  the  service  should  be  per-^ 
formed  in  the  proportion  that  it  was  imposed,  aU 
though  one  half  of  the  number  might  not  be 
wanted  for  the  object;  or,  if  this  plan  should  be 
considered  too  expensive  and  inconvenient  to  the 
nation,  he  will  then  be  driven  to  the  alternative 
of  ordering  out  the  precise  number  wanted  for 
the  expedition  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  But 
still  it  must  be  done  according  to  this  ratio  of  rep- 
resentation, the  inevitable  consequence  of  which 
would  be,  the  place  attacked  would  be  destroyed 
before  a  sufficient  force  could  be  brought  to  re- 
lieve it. 

If  this  reasoning  be  correot-^^nd  I  presume  it 
caonot  be  denied — then  it  must  be  plainly  inferred, 
according  to  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  that 
gentleman,  that  the  President  cannot  with  pro- 
priety order  out  the  whole  drau{;hted  militia  from 
the  States  nearest  to  the  place  invaded ;  because, 
if  there  should  be  no  occasioB  for  ordering  out 
the  remainder  of  the  requisition  before  a  restora- 
tion of  peace,  the  duty  cannot  be  performed,  ac- 
cording to  representation.  From  which  it  is 
obvious,  if  this  opinion  is  persisted  in,  the  nation 
cannot  be  defended  b)r  the  militia ;  and,  in  reality,' 
it  appears  to  me  a  vain  and  idle  attempt,  and  be- 
yond the  power  of  man.  be  the  events  what  they 
may  in  respect  to  invasion,  considering  the  exteal 
of  our  country  and  the  difierenee  in  the  distance 
each  detachmait  has  to  march  over,  to  apportion 
the  actual  service  of  the  militia  among  the  States 
according  to  representation,  like  direct  taxes,  or 
in  any  other  precise  proportion  whatsoever.  This 
subject,  therefore,  was,  in  my  judgment,  rtty 
proper]]r  left  to  the  sound  discretion  of  Congress, 
who,  it  is  presumed,  will  lay  this  burden  upon  the 
States  as  nearly  dqual,  upon  principles  of  justice, 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  country  will  permit ; 
and  no  plan  appears  to  me  so  consistent  to  those 
principles  as  the  one  which  makes  the  apportion- 
ment according  to  the  physical  strength  of  each 
State,  leaving  the  actual  service  to  be  controlled 
by  future  wants. 

But,  before  I  leave  this  point.  I  will  take  the 
liberty  to  add  one  more  remark.  Suppose  the 
President,  agreeably  to  his  power  under  the  act  of 
1795,  upon  a  sudden  and  pressing  emergency,  calls 
out  the  whole  militia  en  masse  from  one  of  the 
Northern  States ;  I  would  ask  any  gentleman,  in 
order  to  comply  with  this  opinion,  how  are  they 
to  be  called  out  in  the  slavebolding  States,  when 
the  whole  body  of  their  militia  if  called  upon  ia 
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l|)roponioQ  to  repveieatition  is  not  scrfiolent  fbr 
The  purpose.  The  idea  really  appeiifrs  to  me  so  ab^ 
«urd  and  preposterous  tbat  it  will  oot  eren  do  fo 
think  about. 

Some  gentlemen,  however,  are  of  opinion  that 
the  great  object  of  this  bill  is  to  raise  forty 
thousand  regular  troops;  that  the  militia  part 
<of  it  is  only  to  coerce  the  people  to  raise  the 
troops  from  the  Government,  and  is  in  its  spirit  at 
Street  tax  upon  them,  and  ought  to  be  apportioned 
«mong  the  States  according  to  representation. 
Sir)  this  burden,  like  most  others,  if  gentlemetf 
are  disposed,  may  be  compared  to  direct  taxes, 
and  although  in  its  bearing  and  operation  it  ma|^ 
tere  the  resemblance  of  such  a  tax,  though  not  a 
direct  tax  in  reality,  yet  it  appears  to  me  clear 
that  if  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  must  be  di«- 
totted  for  thi»  purpose  the  utmost  extent  that  gen- 
tlemen can  go  is  to  lay  the  additional  burden 
upon  the  slaveholding  States  only  in  that  propor- 
tion tbat  the  direct  tax  would  bear  to  the  wnole 
revenue  of  the  country ;  and  I  am  of  this  opinion, 
because  if  the  forty  thousand  troops  were  actually 
tfiliBied  and  paid  by  the  OoTernmenl,  one-seventn 

Srrt  only  of  the  money  chat  would  be  required 
r  that  purpose  would  be  raised  from  the  people 
by  direct  taxes,  agreeably  to  the  system  of  taxa- 
tfon  we  are  about  to  adopt  the  present  session ; 
thttt  if  the  slavelkoldtag  Stater  must  have  an  ex* 
traordinary  ktfdeti  laid  upan  them,  that  excess  of 
buvdeu  ought  only  to  be  ooe-iet enth  pan  of  the 
difference  between  a  calculation  made  upon  the 
aeore  of  free  population^  and  a  calculation  on  the 
gvound  of  repretetttation,  and  not  the  whole  of 
tiMt  difference,  accoiidiug  to  the  provision  of  the 
bin  which  is  moved  to  Im  stricken  out. 

But  suDpose  in  exercising  the  delegated  power 
"  to  call  forth  the  militia^'  it  does  not  operate  as  a 
lever  to  the  execution  of  another  delegated  power 
"  to  raise  armies,''  iu  the  nsufnuev  as  I  presume 
ITtts  contemplated  by  some  gentlemen,  and  the 
f«obabtlity  of  its  having  that  efiteet  appears  to  be 
eoAsiderably  lessened  by  the  cfaanoe  the  bill  has 
VDderfDDe,  in  ahering  ihe  term  of  service  fVom 
mN>  years  to  twelve  moothe ;  then  the  bill  will  re- 
anlt  IU  nothing  but  a  plain,  common  militia  bill, 
tie  Impropriety  of  apportioning  wbich  among  the 
States  according  to  representation,  under  such  a 
law,  I  think  I  have  already  sufficiently  shown. 

And  I  now  contend,  sir,  that  no  part  of  this 
bili  imposes  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people,  within 
the  letter,  spirit,  or  meaning  of  the  Coosthutton. 
I  know  tbat  any  ioconveaience  may  figuratively 
be  called  a  tax;  bu«  are  we  to  impose  burdens 
uipon  the  people  b^  tropes  or  figures,  or  are  we 
loired  by  the  principles  contained  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  our  country?  I  say  that  this  is  no 
direct  tax;  because  the  nafilitia,  when  called  iato 
active  service,  ireceive  a  compensation  for  their 
trouble,  and  it  never  was  known  for  the  people 
to  be  reimburaed  in  a  pecuniary  manner  by  tbetr 
Qovemment  for  any  tax  impoaed  upon  them: 
suck  an  idea  is  totally  inoonaistent  with  the  char- 
Mierofa  direct  tax. 

>  Afld  although  a  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  forty 
#hoQsaiid  regular  uroops  should  be  raised  by  the 


provisions  of  the  bill,  it  will  not  on  tbat  aeeouit 
operate  as  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people,  because 
they  are  not  bound  to  raise  them.  It  will  be  a 
mere  voluntary  act,  and  amountsi  to  nothing  more 
than  a  commutation  with  the  Qovemment  for 
militia  service — in  other  words,  a  purchase  of 
exemption  during  the  war,  from  that  militia  duty 
which,  by  the  institutions  of  our  country,  every 
free  man  is  liable  to  perform. 

But  why  should  we  have  recooree  to  argument 
to  show  what  a  direct  tax  is,  when  the  Coastitu- 
tion  itself  furnishes  a  plain  solution  to  the  ques- 
tion? The  8th  section  of  the  let  article  saya, 
*'  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  col^ 
'  lect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  nceiaes,  to  pay  the 
'  debts  and  provide  (or  the  common  defence  and 
'general  welfare  of  the  United  States;  but  all 

*  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  uniform 

*  throughout  the  United  States."  From  the  plain 
import  and  meaning  of  these  words^  nothing  pro- 
perly can  be  understood,  but  a  grant  of  power  to 
raise  mon«y,  and  a  specification  of  the  purposes 
to  wbich  it  should  M  applied.  But,  sir,  if  the 
idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Ptew  York  is  a  cor- 
rect one,  that  a  call  of  the  militia  is  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  people,  then  it  will  follow,  as  a  necesnary, 
consequence,  that  the  debts  of  the  United  Statea 
might  be  paid  in  men;  a  doctrine  too  monstrous 
ever  to  be  thought  of  in  a  {rw  country. 

Sir,  the  words  <'  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  guneval  velfiive  of 
the  United  States,"  do  not  ooutnin  a  sepatnieand 
distinct  delegation  of  aowev,  agreeably  to  the  i^Aem 
advanced  by  the  genthmnn  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Hopkins)  yesterday  ooi  another  occasion,  but 
only  relate  to  the  application  of  money,  arising 
out  of  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  imposed 
by  Congress;  and  this  is  the  old  ftepobliean  and 
true  doctrine.  Then  it  must  follow,  if  draught- 
ed mllitiameo,  by  any  construction  whatever,  are 
taxes,  those  taxw  ave  applioable  to  the  nymoat 
of  the  public  debts,  the  absurdity  of  which  doc- 
trine must  be  obvious  to  every  person. 

I  think  this  part  of  my  argument  might  be 
safely  rested  here,  but.  befofe  I  leave  it,  I  will 
make  one  remark,  u  a  call  of  tbe  militia  is  a 
direct  tax.  theA  that  part  of  the  OonstitutioB 
which  authorizes  Congress  to  lay  taxes,  conmins 
in  itself  a  power  also  to  caH  out  the  militia; 
which,  if  correct,  renders  (hat  provision  in  the 
Constitution  which  authorixes  Congress  to  call 
out  the  militia  for  three  purposes,  dtogetber  use- 
less and  nugatory.  But  the  framers  of  that  fo- 
strument  most  assuredly  used  the  word  mxes^  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  money  only ;  aind  when 
used  in  tliat  sense,  it  became  necessary  to  insert 
the  other  provision  in  relation  to  the  militia. 

Under  these  considerations  I  presume  it  must 
be  apparent  to  every  one  that  there  is  nothinff  in 
the  Constitution  which  requires  the  apportion- 
ment to  be  made  according  to  representation, 
and  that  every  principle  of  justice  and  reason 
forbids  it.  Then  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  Heavea, 
why  are  the  slaveholding  Statea,  the  weakest  in 
the  Union  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  fVon 
tlie  character  of  their  populatlott,  to  have  this 
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oimwi^inary  add  exocMire' barden  tkrowii  tipoft 

The  Gonstttaticm  w«8  formed  in  ft  motual 
•Dfhtof  coacesiion  and  eomj^mise;  it  wa«  agreed 
taat  tbree-fifihft  of  the  slaves  should  be  repre- 
sented in  Gongrress,  and,  as  an  ecpiiraient  for  that 
privilege,  it  was  conceded  that  in  imposing  direct 
IMW%  we^  migtit  beap^tioaed  among  Ibe  States 
anooidisg  to  representatioo;  bat  it  nev^  was  ex- 
j^eeied  that  mnf  other  burden  woDld  be  laid  upm 
>bem  for  that  pri-rilege.  Had  this  bate  been 
MMieimed,  is  it  posmitde  that  the  Constitation 
woola  have  been  adopted  by  them?  I  rather 
think  not. 

Sir,  thfseaceessitre  burden  eantiot  be  laid  upon 
the  slayeholding  States  for  this  political  privil- 
ege with  any  more  propriety  than  you  can  lay 
an  extraordinary  bnrden  upon  the  small  States  of 
Delaware  and  Rhode  Island  for  the  political 
privilege  of  having  an  eqnal  representation  in  the 
Senate,  and  of  oovrse  an  equal  rote  there  with 
tire  largest  State  ia  the  Union-^al though  they 
have  not,  respectively,  one-twelfth  pUrl  of  the 
popolatiDn.  I  am,  taerefora,  clearly  of  opinion 
itet  every  Repreteautive  of  a  siarebbidiDg  State 
eoyht  M>  tfndasv6r  to  arrest  ifaia  priaoiple  in  its 
progMs^  and  nev^r  by  tbeir  tevsa  solfer  Htob^ 
fixed  upowiheta  asan  established  prtictice,  which, 
irhe^  oa^t  adapted;  Will  prdbalfly  nevet  end  but 
With  thft  Oonsfftutnin  it^lf. 

B«if  the  gentleman  fr^m  Sourk  Carroirdti  (Mr. 
Cxubour)  will  rote  for  this  proWsion  of  the  bill 
its  rL  now  stands,  upon  the  gr606d  of  libierality 
i^ud  generosity^  ttat,  ad  the  Southern  States  had 
a  canstdetable  agency  in  the  declaration  of  war, 
and  bringing  about  the  present  state  of  things,  he 
is  Willioff  to  take  hold  of  the  laboring  oar.  If 
the  gentleman,  in  giving,  his  vote,  would  kttpose 
aa  extraordinary  duty  only  ap(»a  himself  and  his 
eonatitiientsy  I  ao  not  know  that  aay  atkers  wo«ld 
have  a  right  to  murmur;  but  when  thatToteis 
■01  ooAfioed  to  kis  own  district,  b«t  opeMes 
ikro«fl^  tfaa  whoW  slavebolfUag  eolmtry,  anid 
upon  many  who  mrm  not  dii|MBed  td  be  t<hiie 
f eaerotts,  I  think  riiere  is  iiewe  eatf«^  of  cfom- 
pkinu    Nor,  sir,  do  I  approve  of  the  ^froond  of 

githotism  upon  which  the  honorable  ffentleman 
otn  Gkorgia  (Mr.  Tboi^p)  plac^  his  vote  on 
this  occasion.  I  have  not  the  feast  dbubt  but  both 
^  thoM  gl!ifclenken  fVel  tke  wntiments  which 
the^  express,  but  they  are  high-sounding  words, 
which  we  have  long  been  used  to  in  the  southern 
country,  and  which  We  have  always  paid  dearly 
Ibr.  If  the  slaveholding  States  bear  an  equal 
share  of  their  country'^  burdens,  it  is  all  that  cam 
or  oQfht.  in  juatiee,  to  be  demanded  of  them;  that 
fkr  I  believe  thery  will  always  be  willing  to  go, 
bat  not  beyond. 

I  do  now  most  earnestly  beseech  gentlemen 
Who  represent  those  States,  that  are  equally  con- 
cerned in  producing  the  existing  state  of  things 
with  tbe  siayehoidiog  Slates,  that  they  will,  on 
lkt%  present  occasion^  net  towards  us  with  some 
degree  of  magnanimity  and  justice,  and  not  ease 
themselves  of  a  burden,  by  placing  it  upon  the 
shoulders  of  others  who  are  mueb  less  able  to 


bear  ft;  and  I  call  upon  the  gentleoHan  f^om  New 
Jersey,  ^Mr.  Stockton,)  who  has  shown  himself 
in  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  to  be  the  able  advo*- 
cate  of  civil  liberty,  aod  the  rights  of  the  people 
under  the  Constitution,  that  be  will  not  su&r  the 
spirit  of  that  instrument  to  be  violated  by  this 
unjust  provision.  With  these  remarks  I  submit 
to  the  good  sense  of  the  House  whether  tke  phK 
posed  amendment  ought  not  to  prevail. 

Other  i^entlemcn  tsfoke  for  and  against  the  ifeio«* 
tion ;  Whiok  Was  at  length  dvcided  iff  the  nega- 
tive by  the  following  vdte ; 

TxArs — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Barbour, 
Bnd,  Bameftt,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Biues.  Breckenndge, 
BoTwell,  Osperton,  CaldweB,  Chsppell,  Cisrk,  Clop- 
ton,  Conard,  GraWfokd,  Cidpeper,  Desha,  Earle,  Bppes, 
Bvansi  Pindley,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gsston,  Ghorson> 
Glasgow,  Croodwyn,  HsH,  Hawes,  nxUnphreys,  log- 
hsm,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Rentudrv,  Ken- 
nedy, Rent  of  Maryland,  Ketr,  Kershaw,  King  of 
North  CsroHna,  Lewis,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  Aioni- 
gotttety,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ofttraby,  Pearson, 
Pickens,  Pleasants,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier,  tShar& 
Sheffey,  Bmith  of  virgfaiia,  Stauibrd,  Stuart,  TannehiC 
Telftir,  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey-^fW; 

NAts^^Messrs.  Avery,  Raylfes  of  Ma^sschiisetts^ 
BigeliMpr,  BoWen,  Boyd,  Bradbary,  Bradley,  Brigham^ 
Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Uilley, 
CosMlock,  Condiet,  Ceoper,  Cox,  Creightsn,  Creud^, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  MaasadraseHs, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvama,  Denoyalles,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Fonyth»  Geddes^  Griffin,  GfCMVoaov, 
Hale,  Harris,  Hasbroock,  Henderson,  Hopkins  Of  Ken* 
tucky,  Hubbard.  IngersoU,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jadtton  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York^  KUboum,  Kiiif  of 
Massachueetts,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Marken,  McKee,  Miller,  Moseley,  Marfiee,  Oakley, 
Parker,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pottei^  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsvlvania,  Rhea  of  t'en- 
nessee.  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Ship- 
herd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stockton,  Starges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thomp* 
son,  Tioup,  Udrse,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
WUliama,  Wilson  of  Massaehosetts,  and  Winter— 01. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended-^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Webster,  of  New 
Hampshire,  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  but  these 
Words,  as  applied  to  the  term  of  service  of  the 
draugnted  militia:  '^for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  the  time  of  meeting  at  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous, unless  sooner  discharged,"  and  to  insert  these 
words,  "  to  serve  for  the  term  prescribed  by  ex- 
isting laws ;"  that  is,  to  serve  for  six  months  in- 
stead of  one  year. 

On  this  motion  a  question  of  order  arose,  when 
the  Spkaker  decided  it  to  be  in  order ;  and  his 
decision  being  appealed  from,  was  confirmed  by 
yeas  and  nays— 129  to  29. 

After  some  debate  on  this  point,  the  question 
on  Mr.  Webster's  motion  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Aveiy,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Bradley,  Breckenndge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Caperton,  Champion,  CUley,  Comstock,  Cooper, 
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Cox,  Culpeper,  DaTenport,  Davii  of  MMncliiueiti» 
Davis  of  rennsjivania,  Denoyelles,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gas- 
ton, Geddes,  Gholion,  Groavenori  Hale,  Harris,  Hen- 
derK>n,  Howell,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachosetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moeeley, 
Nelson,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rnggles, 
Schnreman,  Sheffisy,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Blaymaker, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stnrgea,  Tag- 
gart,  ThompeoD,  Yose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Web- 
ster, Wbeaton,  White,  Wilcox,  WiUiams,  Wilson  of 
MaoBachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright— 78. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Binei^  Bowen,  Caldwell,  Calhoon,  Can- 
non, Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Desha,  Du- 
▼all,  Earle,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ooodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum^reys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
trying,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Newton,  Parker,  Pick^ 
ens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn^lvania,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
fiur,  Troup,  Udree,  W v<l  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey— 79. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of 
one  vote. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Yirffinia,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  of 
Maryland,  further  to  amend  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  hy  striking  out  (he  words,  "to  serve  fur 
the  term  of  one  year  from  the  time  of  meeting  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged," 
and  to  insert  these  words :  "  to  serve  a  term  not 
exceeding  seven  months  after  arriving  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous."  And,  before  deciding  on 
the  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  December  13. 

Mr.  Inoersoll,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary^  reported  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the 
courts  of  justice  of  Indiana;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKERlaid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
7th  instant,  a  statement  of  forfeitures  which  have 
accrued  to  the  United  States  on  account  of  the 
purchase  of  public  lands;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  certain  naval  officers  therein 
named,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virgiqia,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 


ing the  expenses  of  Goveroneat,  aad  mmintain* 
ing  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  varioos 
^oods,  wares,  and  roerchaodise ;  which  bill  hav- 
mg  been  read  over,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sii  again. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  eoa* 
sideratton  by  Mr.  Wriqbt  : 

RtBohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean* 
be  instntcted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  prohib* 
iting  the  receipt  of  the  paper  of  any  bank  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  any  debts  dne  on  demand  of  the  United 
States,  which  said  bank  shall  refose  to  receive  the 
Treasury  notes  of  the  United  States,  already  issued  or 
hereafter  to  be  issued ;  and,  also,  mto  the  expediency 
of  issuing  Treasury  notes  of  small  denominations. 

The  said  motion  lies  on  the  table. 

PETITION  OP  JAMES  LINDSEY. 

Mr.  Yancby,  from  the  Committee  of  CiaimS) 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Lindsey  \ 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained was  concurred  in  by  the  House.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

That  in  the  year  ISOS,  Joseph  Soott,  the  Marshal  of 
Virginia,  sold,  for  the  direct  tax  doe  thereon,  a  tract 
of  land  estimated  at  about  eight  thousand  acrei^  sup 
posed  to  be  the  property  of  Levi  Jodson,  and  lying  ia 
the  county  of  Harrison  and  State  of  Yirginta.  Wil- 
liam Scott,  of  Trenton,  in  Mew  Jersey,  beeame  the 
purchaser  at  the  sale  of  the  marshal,  and  has  sinoa 
sold  the  land  in  question  to  the  petitaoaer.  It  is  stated 
by  the  petitioner,  that,  since  the  purchase  of  the  land 
from  William  Scott,  he  has  discovered  that  the  land 
did  not  belong  to  Judson,  and  was  therefore  improperly 
sold  as  hii  property.  He  complains  of  having  sustained 
damages  in  consequence  of  the  contract,  and  adu  of 
Congress  such  relief  as  may  be  just  and  equitable. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  he  is  not  entitled  to 
relief  Irom  the  United  States : 

1st  Becanse  it  does  not  appear  the  land  did  not  be- 
long to  Jndson ;  no  judicial  decision  having  been  made 
thereon. 

adly.  Because WilliamSeott, who wasthepmchaser 
at  the  marshal's  sale,  sold  to  the  petitioner,  and  wlio 
must  be  liable  to  him,  if  any  person  is. 

ddly.  Because,  imder  these  areomttanees,  the  Uni- 
ted States  cannot  be  considered  the  warranter  of  the 
property  sold. 

The  conmiittee,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House 
the  following  resolution : 

Eeiolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  oaght 
not  to  be  granted. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  cooaideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  President 
to  call  into  service  eighty  thousand  four  handred 
and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  froD tiara* 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  to  make  the  term 
of  service  seven  months  after  arriving  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  instead  of  one  year  as  the  bill  now 
stands,  being  before  the  House — 

Mr.  Wriqbt  supported  this  propoaitioa  by  a 
few  remarks,  in  the  course  of  which,  he  decidedly 
expressed  the  opintou  that  no  measure.  ezeepC 
providing  money,  was  accessary  for  fiiling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army. 
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Mr.  Habbib,  of  TeDnessee,  spoke  bs  foliows : 

Mr.  Spesker,  presuming  from  the  vote  which 
WB8  tBken  yesterday,  upoa  a  qaestioa  similar  to 
the  ooe  now  trader  coosideratioo,  that  I  shall 
vote  differently  from  the  most  of  my  colleagues 
on  the  proposed  amendment,  I  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  while  I  submit  the  reasons  which 
will  influence  my  vote. 

I  ihali  rote  for  it.  sir,  because  a  whole  year  is 
too  lon^  to  keep  militia  in  the  field,  and  because, 
if  the  bill  passes  in  its  present  shape,  I  find  many 
ffentlemen  are  prepared  to  adopt  it  as  a  substitute 
for  the  more  efficient  measure  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  War.  But,  while  I  am  opposed 
to  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  I  wish  it  to  be  un- 
derstood that  I  am  not  influenced  by  the  reasons 
ursed  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition.  I  do  not 
beliere  with  them  that  it  is  unconstitutional  to 
draught  militia  for  twelve  months,  nor  am  I  in- 
duced to  vote  as  I  shall  from  their  declamations 
against  conscription. 

Before  I  proceed  to  examine  into  the  objects 
and  merits  of  the  bill  now  before  the  House,  I 
will  take  the  liberty  of  noticing  some  of  the  ar* 

foments  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
ersey  (Mr.  Stockton)  upon  the  constitution- 
ality  of  its  provisions.  He  says  that  the  €k)vern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  is  composed  of  special 
and  limited  powers;  that  it  is  a  Government  of 
checks  and  balances,  there  being  powers  dele- 
gated and  powers  reserved ;  that  such  as  have  not 
been  expressly  delegated  are  reserved  by  the  tenth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  is  founded 
on  a  principle  of  reason  applicable  in  the  con- 
struction or  public  as  well  as  private  powers; 
and,  that  as  the  Constitution  only  gif  es  Congress 
the  right  to  call  forth  the  militia  ^'  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,''  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  un- 
constitutional. He  says  that  the  power  is  granted 
to  call  out  the  militia  to  repel  invasion  when  it 
happens,  but  tliat  we  abuse  the  power  by  cailinj^ 
them  out  to  be  ready  to  repel  invasion  when  it 
happens. 

1  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the 
General  Government  is  composed  of  powers  del- 
egated by  the  people,  which,  in  their  nature,  are 
special  and  limited ;  that  is  to  say,  they  are  lim- 
ited as  to  the  subjects  upon  which  Congress  shall 
legislate,  and,  in  many  casse,  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  Congress  shall  go  in  legislating  on  partic- 
ular subjects.  But  there  are  some  subjects  upon 
which  Congress  have  been  vested  with  unlimited 
power  to  legislate. 

It  is  true,  also,  that  all  powers  which  have  not 
been  expressly  delegated,  and  which  are  not  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  be  exercised  in  order  to 
carry  the  powers  expressly  delegated  into  execu- 
tion, are  reserved ;  and  this  reservation  of  power 
is  not  founded  alone  upon  the  declaration  m  the 
tenth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  is  founded  upon  a  principle  of  reason 
and  common  sense.  All  sovereign  power  was 
originally  vested  in  the  people,  and  so  much  as 
they  have  not  delegated,  they  must,  of  course, 
have  retained.    It  is  a  principle  universally  ap- 


plicable in  the  construction  of  all  pcTwers,  whether 
of  a  public,  municipal,  or  private  character.  But 
let  us  see  whether  the  applicatioa  of  this  princi- 
ple will  support  the  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
position  wnich  he  has  taken.  He  admits  that 
Congress  may  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia 
to  repel  invasion,  but  contends  that  we  have  not 
the  power  to  provide  for  calling  them  out  before 
the  happening  of  the  invasion,  in  order  to  place 
them  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  enable  them  to  re- 
pel it  when  it  does  happen.  The  construction 
which  the  gentleman  would  give  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution,  would  render  the  power  del- 
egated perfectly  nugatory;  because,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment was  compelled  to  wait  until  after  the 
country  was  actually  in vaded,  before  the  militia 
could  be  called  out,  the  enemy  could  alwavs  burn 
and  plunder  our  cities  and  villages,  and  retire 
without  our  limits,  before  opposition  could  be 
made  to  bis  incursions.  Such  a  construction 
would  be  unreasonable,  and  would  be  calculated 
to  take  from  the  country  its  legitimate  means  of 
defence,  and  to  place  our  seabmird  at  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy.  The  power  being  expressly  grant- 
ed to  Congress  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  to  repel  invasion,  we  have  also  the  power 
necessary  and  proper  to  be  exercised  in  order  to 
enable  the  Government  to  make  ready  before 
hand,  when  its  danger  is  threatened,  to  meet  and 
repel  it  when  it  happens.  But  if  the  doctrine  of 
the  gentleman  was  correct,  still  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  would  not  be  unconstitutional,  because 
the  country  is  already  actually  invaded,  there  be- 
ing scarcely  a  day  but  that  some  inroads  are  made 
by  the  enemy  upon  our  maritime  or  inland  fron- 
tier. 

The  gentleman,  however,  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  stated  that  the  act  of  1795,  which  pro- 
vides for  calling  forth  the  militia,  had  put  this 
question  upon  its  true  grounds— that  is  to  say, 
^^that  whenever  the  United  States  shall  be  in- 
'  vaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  it 
'  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
*  States  to  call  forth  the  militia,"  ^.  Now,  to 
my  mind,  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  are 
entirely  contradictory.  At  one  time,  he  says  that 
we  abuse  the  power  vested  in  Congress  by  pro- 
viding for  calling  out  the  militia,  to  be  ready  to 
repel  invasion  when  it  happens ;  and,  at  another 
time,  be  admits  that  Congress  possess  the  power 
to  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia  in  case  of 
imminent  danger  of  invasion. 

What,  sir,  can  the  act  of  1795  mean,  unless  it 
was  intended  that  whenever  invasion  became 
seriously  threatened,  the  militia  should  be  called 
forth  to  be  ready  to  repel  it  ?  It  surely  could  not 
mean  that  the  militia  should  not  be  called  forth 
unless  in  case  of  actual  invasion.  But  gentlemen 
say  that  it  is  conscription,  and  that  it  is  e(^ually 
unconstitutional  with  the  measure  for  raising  a 
r^ular  army  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
War.  Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  law  under  consideration,  nor 
have  I  any  doubi»as  to  oar  power  to  pass  a  law 
embracing  the  plan  recommended  for  raising  a 
regular  army. 
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Id  order  for  us  to  ascertain  whether  CongreM 
possess  the  power  to  raise  regular  armres  other* 
wise  than  by  voluntary  eoUstinent,  I  consider  it 
necessary  that  we  should  go  back  and  see  what 
practice  was  pursued  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
armies  in  the  time  of  the  Revolotionary  war,  pre- 
vious to  tjte  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  We 
should  then  examine  the  language  of  that  part  of 
the  Constitution  which  we  contend  contains  the 
delegation  of  unlimited  power  to  raise  armies, 
and  afterwards  notice  the  construction  which  was 
given  to  it  early  after  its  adoption,  by  persons 
eminently  calculated  to  decide  correctly  upon  it. 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
while  we  were  engaged  in  the  Revolution,  we 
£nd  that  we  were  compelled  to  resort,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  armies,  to  other  more  efficient 
measures  than  voluntary  enlistment.  The  ex- 
traoCs  which  have  been  furnished  us  by  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, in  his  report  to  the  chairman  of  your  Mili- 
tary Committee,  show  the  practice  upon  this 
subject  at  that  day.  We  learn  from  thera  that 
when  voluntary  enlistments  fell  short  of  the  pro- 
posed number,  the  deficiencies  were,  by  the  laws 
of  several  States,  to  be  made  up  by  draughts  or 
lots  from  the  militia.  The  towns  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  the  counties  in  the  Middle  States,  were 
respectively  called  on  for  a  specified  nnmber  of 
men.  Such  was  the  zeal  of  the  people  in  New 
England,  that  neighbors  would  often  club  together 
to  engage  one  of  their  number  to  go  into  the  ar- 
my. Maryland  directed  her  lieutenants  of  coun- 
ties to  class  all  the  property  in  their  respective 
eounties  into  as  many  equal  classes  as  there 
were  men  wanted,  and  each  class  was  by  law 
obliged,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  to  furnish  an 
able-bodied  recruit  during  the  war ;  and  in  ease 
of  their  neglectingf  or  refusing  to  do  so,  the  county 
lieutenants  were  authorized  to  procure  men  ai 
their  expense,  at  any  rate  not  exceeding  fifteen 
pounds  in  every  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  prop- 
erty classed  agreeably  to  kw.  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania  pursued  plans  equally  as  efficient. 

This,  then,  having  been  the  practice  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  fra> 
mersof  that  instrument  havinj^  been  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  it,  if  they  had  intended,  while  they 
were  delegating  to  Congress  the  power  to  raise 
and  support  armies^  that  armies  should  not  be 
raised  otherwise  than  by  voluntary  enlistment,  it 
is  fair  to  presume  that  the  power  would  have  been 
given  in  terms  limited  to  that  extent. 

But  what  is  the  language  of  the  Constitaiion 
in  relation  to  this  subject  ?  It  is,  that  ^*  Congress 
•hall  have  power  to  raise  and  support  armies; 
but  no  appropriation  of  money  to  that  use  shall 
be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years."  As  to  the 
mode  of  raising  regular  armies,  whether  by  vol- 
untarjT  enlistment,  by  draught,  or  by  classification, 
there  is  no  restriction  in  the  power  granted.  The 
mode  is  reserved  to  be  prescribed  oy  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress.  It  is  true  that  the  abuse  of  the 
power  thus  vested  is  provided  against,  by  prohib- 
iting appropriations  from  being  made  for  the  sup- 
IMrt  of  regular  armies  for  a  longer  term  than  two 
years.    This  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 


the  people  at  a  subsequent  eleetioa  to  put  an  «nd 
to  the  employment  of  armies  unnecessarily  raised, 
by  electing  persons  to  vote  against  additional  sup- 
plies. But  nothing  can  fairly  be  collected  from 
any  provision  in  the  Constitution  which  Will  infer 
an  intention  oo  the  part  of  the  framers  of  it  to  pro- 
hibit regular  armies  from  being  raised  otherwise 
than  by  voluntary  enlistment.  And  can  it  be  be- 
lieved, sir,  that  the  members  of  the  Convention, 
who  were  so  well  acquainted  with  the  ptactiee 
pursued  by  the  whole  country  in  raising  armies, 
would  have  given  Congress  a  power  embraced  in 
terms  so  unlimited  and  unqualified,  if  they  had 
intended  to  exclude  every  other  mode  of  raistBg^ 
armies  but  by  voluntary  enlistment  ?  Surely  not. 
As  regards  the  control  of  the  militia,  the  power 
of  Congress  has  been  limited — they  cannot  be 
called  forth  but  for  three  purposes.  And  this  has 
been  urged  as  an  evidence  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  vest  Congress  with  the  power  of  raising  armies 
in  the  way  contended  for.  But  to  my  mind  the 
limited  power  in  the  one  caseafibrds  no  evidence 
of  an  intention  to  limit  it  in  the  other,  where  the 
power  is  granted  without  limiution.  Under  the 
power  granted  over  the  militia,  it  was  intended 
that  they  might  be  called  forth  en  flioate  if  neee^ 
sarf ,  for  any  of  the  purposes  memioned.  And  as 
tmlimited  power  was  given  to  raise  a  regular  force, 
competent  for  every  purpose  of  the  Government, 
it  was  no  doubt  deemed  necessary  to  limit  the  ocen.- 
sions  which  justify  the  calling  forth  the  m^itia. 

But  in  order  to  settle  all  doubt  as  to  the  proper 
construction  to  be  given  to  that  provision  of  m 
Constitution,  which  authorizes  Congress  to  raise 
armies,  we  need  only  to  refer  to  the  opinioe  of 
General  Wasbinotom^  given  upon  that  subject 
at  the  second  session  ot  the  first  Congresa.  in  the 
yrear  1790.  And  I  would  suppose,  that  a  construc- 
tion given  to  the  instrument  soon  after  ila  adop- 
tion by  a  person  who  should  be  presumed  lo  hare 
understood  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  it  {he 
being  one  of  them)  ought  to  have. some  infiuenee, 
even  with  legal  gentlemen. 

We  find,  from  a  report  made  by  General  Knox, 
then  Secretary  of  War,  the  principles  of  which 
were  modified  and  sanctioneu  by  General  Wabh- 
iMOTON.  that  a  system  for  raising  a  regular  army, 
in  case  the  exigencies  of  the  country  shotild  re- 
quire it,  by  classification,  similar  to  the  plan  now 
recommended  to  us  by  Mr.  Monroci  was  concluded 
upon  and  submitted  to  Congress. 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Gbosvenor)  has  said,  that  the  opinion  of 
General  Washington  is  not  good  authorttv  iqwa 
a  subject  of  this  nature — ^that  he  was  raised  a  sol- 
dier in  the  camp,  and  therefore  it  oti^ht  not  to  be 
presumed  that  he  was  capable  of  giving  as  correct 
a  construction  to  the  Constitution  as  the  civili^Bs 
of  the  present  day  are,  Sir,  I  flatter  myself  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  will  never  bring  the 
people  of  this  nation  to  think  so  lightly  of  the 
ulents  and  judgment  of  that  distinguished  eha<* 
racter,  as  to  believe  him  to  have  been  incapahie 
of  putting  a  proper  construction  upon  the  Consti- 
tution of  his  country,  in  the  adoption  of  which 
he  had  acted  so  eonsp«cQous  a  part. 
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BesMles,  fti  ^mt  day  Qeo.  Hftnilion  «aa  Beere- 
lary  of  the  TM^suxy ;  aad^ ««  Ui«  Presidents  baf  e 
always  been  io  the  habit  of  coosoltiDg  the  mieinbers 
of  their  Cabiaet  apon  all  imfMrtaot  subjects,  it  is 
bal  reascHiAble  to  oooclude  that  tk9  plan  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  iftodifiedand  saDodoncd 
by  General  Wabbihotos^  was  not  witboui  his 
ikpprobatioii.  It  ^erefore,  sir,  appears  to  be  manir 
fest  to  my  mind,  fhat  it  is  not  only  Conetitutiooal 
ibr  Congress  to  pass  the  bill  now  under  considem- 
tioiiy  but  that  we  do  possess  the  power  to  raise  a 
ycgnlar  army  in  the  maaoer  reeommeaded  by  the 
S^retary  of  War.  The  mode  of  raising  regular 
armies  prerious  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu^ 
lion,  the  unqualifted  gaaat of  poweritpon  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  coostnKiioa  gifen  to  it  by  such  high 
aMherity,  aooa  aAer  it  went  into  operatton--«ll 
conspire  to  produce  the.confinttati6n  of  my  opiaien 
in  IM  positiooe  which  I  have  taken. 

Bas,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  extepsioa  of  the 
time  c^  set riee  of  the  militia  to  twelve  months, 
not  beeanse  I  think  it  ttnconstitatioiiaLbot  beoaase 
I  think  it  entirely  inexpedient,  and  well  calculated 
to  pnednce  much  mischief,  if  not  ruin  to  the  coan* 
try.  If  this  bill  passes  in  its  present  shape,  I  un<- 
deratand  from  its  friends  that  it  is  to  be  received 
asd  adopted  aa  a  aubstitate  for  the  plan  for  raising 
a  legnlar  anay  leeommeaded  to  us  by  the  Secre- 
tttfy  of War^  theiKOvisions  ol  which  are  contained 
in  the  bill  reported  by  the  Military  Committee  of 
this  House.  And  in  that  eveat,  I  presume  it  is 
eoAtemplated  to  rest  the  fate  of  the  next  campaign 
on  a  militia  force,  and  the  few  regulars  that  this 
bill  and  our  other  laws  are  calculated  to  produce. 

I  have  witnessed,  sir,  with  the  deepest  ooaeera 
and  regret,  a  idispoaitioa  on  the  part  of  gentlemen 
in  this  House,  to  pursue  a  measure  so  feeble  and 
inefficient,  at  a  time  when  all  the  energies  d*  the 
nation  should  be  called  forth  to  meet  the  daager 
with  which  the  country  is  threateoed. 

With  a  viear«  sir,  to  show  the  inexpediency  of 
relying  U|xm  the  force  to  be  raised  by  the  provi- 
aionsol thai  bill,  I  witt  examine :  First^^-whether 
a  coniseaf  poliey  will  put  the  most  speedy  termi- 
natioB  to  the  war,  which  provides  that  in  the  fu- 
ture ptosecntion  of  it,  our  «rms  shall  be  confined 
withm  our  tenatonal  limits'?  and,  secondly,  if  it 
wiU  not,  whether  the  bill  new  under  censideta- 
tana  is  tha  bestealealated  to  saise  an  efficient  force 
to  opetate  io  the  enemy^s  provtaees  ? 

J^  to  the  first  poiat^t  does  appear  to  me^  sir, 
that  a  little  r^ealiaa  ought  to  convince  us  of  the 
danger  and  inexpediency  of  t^fing  so  entirely  on 
defeaalxe  qfpemtions  to  pot  an  end  to  this  war. 
Wa  ftad  fr^bm  expevieaee,  that,  our  maritime  froa- 
tier  beiof^  nearly  two  thousand  mi^es  in  extent, 
tbo  enea^r  has  it  in  his  power,  with  his  meaas  of 
transportation,  to  ke;^  upwards  of  one  hundred 
^ousand  of  our  militia  eoatinually  in  the  field, 
writh  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  thousand  British 
troops.  If  we  fail  to  keep  any  vulnerable  point 
properly  defended  by  an  immense  militia  force, 
it  is  immediately  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the  en- 
emy, and  the  conflagmtion  and  ploader  of  our 
towns,  and  the  ruin  of  our  citizens,  follow  as  con- 
sequences. 


The  Britiah  transport  vessels  are  continually 
hovering  upon  our  coast  from  Maine  to  New  Or- 
leans, with  a  view,  as  well  to  keep  our  militta  in 
the  field,  that  the  expenses  of  the  war  may  be  in- 
creased, as  to  lay  waste  those  places  which  they 
find  undefended.  We  are  thus  going  on  with  a 
defensive  war,  prosecuted  almost  alone  by  a  mi- 
litia force,  which  by  far  is  the  most  expeasive  to 
the  Government  and  oppressive  to  the  people, 
while  it  is  the  least  effioieat  that  could  be  em- 
ployed. 

And  can  it  be  expected,  sir,  that  England  la 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  iact,  that  this  course  of 
policy  is  ruinous  to  this  nation?  No,  sir-r-an 
examination  of  the  measures  adopted  by  that 
Qoverament  ought  to  coavinee  us,  that  eke  is  en- 
deavoring  to  infloenoe  our  delibmtions,  and  to 
paralyze  our  preparations  for  the  offensive  prose- 
cution of  this  war.  They  know  well,  from  expe- 
rience, that  they  can  practise  with  success  upon 
QfMT  credulity.  It  is  their  object  and  their  iateicst 
to  prevent  its  from  providing  a  regular  force  at 
the  present  session.  They  know  IM  sueh  a  (brae 
conld  be  provided  and  employed  in  the  next  ca»- 

tsign  with  soocess  on  our  part.  And  they  alao 
now,  that  if  we  can  be  prevented  from  adepttag 
sueh  an  efficient  plan,  and  can  be  induced  to  rely 
still  longer  upon  a  militia  force  and  upon  defen- 
aive  measures,  that  it  will  he  the  means  of  increas- 
ing our  public  burden  and  of  breaking  down  ikt 
spirit  of  the  people,  while  it  will  facilitate,  and 
^lV9  time  to  ripen  into  perfection,  their  adiemes 
tor  oar  subjugation  and  ruin. 

What  course  of  policy  does  it  appear  that  the 
British  GoveromeO't  has  been  pursuing?  We 
find  that  aarlv  in  the  month  of  August  last,  at  a 
time  a'hen  they  expected  that  Congress  would 
not  he  oonva&ed  un^l  December,  the  conditions 
offered  our  Ministers  for  the  Msteratioa  of  peaoe 
weie  disgraceful  nod  humilia  tiitt.  They  elaiaied 
the  «ur  render  on  enr  part  of  nearly  one^third  of  <  the 
territorial  limits  of  the  United  Slatea.  Butaseoen 
.as  they  £somI  that  Coogreai  was  convened,  they 
deeoked  it  necessary  to  recede  from  their  hangity 
demands,  and  to  man  i£est  aa  almost  emim  wilBng- 
ness  to  eooeladea  treaty  upcm  terms  acaeptahle  to 
oar  Go  verameaC  Still,  however,  they  kept  minor 
obstacles  in  the  wny  t^'a  fiaal  settlement  of  nor 
differences,  and  pcoorastination  aws  discovcMd 
by  oar  Ministen  to  be  their  objent.  With  a  view 
further  to  prevent  atisong  grounde  from  being  tdmn 
by  Goagaess,  in  the  aatablishment  of  aa  efficient 
flegttlar  force,  ealcniated  #tt  once  to  put  a  temair 
nniioa  to  the  war,  Lord  HilPs  exp^ition,  with 
whiah  we  have  been  thxeaicned,  was  ft  onne  saa- 
pended,  and  it  was  made  known  through  the  a»o- 
dium  of  the  ministerial  prints  that  the  piospeots 
of  a  ru^ure  upon  the  cuotioeot  of  Bnrope  ren- 
dered the  suspensioB  necessarv.  It  should  be  ex- 
E>ctsd  that  such  measures  will  be  pursued  by  the 
riiiah  Goveena»ent  in  conduQtiog  the  negotia- 
tion at  Ghent,  and  in  the  management  of  their 
affairs  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  as  will  be  beet 
calculated  to  deceive  us,  and  to  relax  tbe  vigor  of 
our  measures  at  the  present  session.  They  well 
knew  that  the  arrival  of  Lord  Hill  wi(h  his  forces 
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upoo  our  coast,  would  hire  driTen  Congress  Into 
the  adoption  of  more  efficteot  and  rigorous  mea- 
sures for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  They  there- 
fore deemed  it  necessary  to  suspend  his  expedi- 
tion, and  to  lower  their  tone  towards  our  Minis- 
ters, with  the  hope  that,  in  the  anticipation  of 
peace,  the  measures  of  Congress  would  be  relaxed 
accordingly. 

Sir,  it  IS  evident  that  the  British  Qovernment 
never  will  make  peace  with  us  so  louj^  as  they 
find  that  we  continue  to  rely  so  exclusively  upon 
defensive  measures  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
They  see,  most  clearly,  that  it  must  ultimately 
terminate  in  their  favorj  unless  the  character  of  it 
is  changed  on  our  part.  The  support  of  the  im- 
mense militia  force  which  we  have  continually 
to  keep  up,  is  entailing  upon  this  nation  a  public 
burden  which,  in  a  few  years  longer,  will  become 
truly  oppressire  upon  the  people;  and  so  long  as 
we  continue  this  course  of  policy,  there  are  no 
visible  prospects  of  putting  a  termination  to  the 
war.  The  enemy  knows  our  situation,  and  it 
would  afibrd  evidence  of  his  weakness  to  make 
peace  with  us  so  long  as  we  continue  to  pursue  a 
policy  so  admirably  calculated  to  make  us  con- 
quer onrselres. 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  mode  by  whicli  this  war  can 
be  speedily  terminated  in  a  manner  honorable  to 
this  nation.  An  overwhelming  force  should  be 
thrown  into  Canada  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
campaign,  calculated  to  extort  from  the  enemy 
an  acknowledgment  of  our  rishts,  and  reparation 
for  our  wrongs.  If  one  hundred  thousand  men 
could  be  marched  across  the  lines  early  in  the 
next  Summer,  it  would  immediately  give  relief 
to  the  whole  of  our  seaboard.  The  enemy  would 
be  compelled  to  concentrate  his  forces  there  to 
save  his  provinces,  and  we  could  there  meet  him, 
and  beat  him,  and  put  an  end  to  the  war.  I  would 
conquer  the  enemy's  provinces,  not  with  the  view 
of  extending  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United 
States,  for  1  am  aware  of  the  pernicious  example 
of  cherishing  a  thirst  for  foreign  conquest,  but  I 
would  conquer  them  to  be  again  surrendered  to 
him,  upon  being  indemnified  for  the  injuries  which 
he  has  done  us.  I  would  rather  they  should  re- 
main British  pravinces,  for  they  will  always 
afford  a  safe  and  convenient  pledge  for  the  secu- 
ritv  of  our  commercial  rights. 

It  must,  I  think,  be  agreed,  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  raise  such  an  armv,  and  It 
IS  acknowledged  on  all  sides  that  it  would  put  an 
end  to  the  war.  The  question,  then,  ought  to  be, 
is  the  bill  now  under  consideration  the  beet  oal- 
eulated  to  produce  such  a  force?  I  think  not,  sir. 
On  the  contrary,  it  does  appear  to  me,  that  if  the 
British  Government  had  it  in  their  power  to  con- 
trol the  deliberations  of  this  body,  they  could  not 
devise  the  adoption  of  a  measure,  of  a  military 
character,  better  calculated  to  subserve  their  pur- 
poses. If  the  bill  passes  in  iu  present  shape,  it  is 
very  obvious  that  it  will  not  produce  the  regular 
force  contemplated  by  its  friends,  nor  will  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  secure  to  the  members  of 
each  class  any  probable  chance  of  raising  the  two 
militiamen,  or  the  one  regular,  by  contribution. 


The  militia,  therefore,  who  have  not  served  a 
tour  of  duty,  will  have  to  be  draughted  for  twelve 
months  instead  of  six ;  and  the  consequeooe  will 
be,  that  we  shall  rest  the  fate  of  the  next  cam- 
paign, as  we  did  the  last,  almost  alone  upon  a 
militia  force,  the  operations  of  which  will  be  con- 
fined mostly,  as  it  heretofore  hss  been,  within  the 
limiu  of  the  United  States.  It  is  true  that  the 
bill  contains  a  provision  authorizing  each  ciasa  to 
raise,  either  by  contract  or  by  draught,  the  two 
militiamen  to  serve  for  twelve  months;  and  it 
also  exempts  them  from  the  draught,  provided 
they  will  Airnish  one  able-bodied  recruit  to  ^tttrt 
for  five  years,  if  the  war  should  so  long  continue. 
And  upon  the  first  view  of  the  bill  as  il  came 
from  the  Senate,  and  as  it  was  reported  by  the 
select  committee  of  this  House,  to  whom  it  was 
afterwards  referred  to  be  amended,  its  provisions 
appeared  to  be  fair,  with  the  exception  that  no 
mode  was  pointed  out  by  which  to  enable  the 
members  or  each  class  to  employ  the  men  by  con- 
tract, in  case  there  should  be  a  disinclination  on 
the  part  of  any  to  contribute  according  to  prop- 
erty. It  was  believed,  at  first,  that  this  defect 
could  be  remedied  by  an  amendment,  which  was 
afterwards,  however,  introduced  by  an  honorable 
fientleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  McLean,)  and  re- 
jected. The  amendment  provided  tbit  a  majority 
of  each  class  should  decide  whether  the  men  re- 
quired of  them  to  be  furnished  should  be  raised 
by  contract  or  by  draught;  that  where  it  was 
concluded  to  furnish  them  by  contract,  every  pet- 
son  within  the  class,  whether  subject  to  militia 
duty  or  not,  was  to  be  compelled  to  contribute 
according  to  property ;  and  provision  was  made 
for  the  ascertainment  and  coUection  of  the  sun 
to  be  paid  by  each  to  the  draughts  or  the  regular 
hired  by  the  class.  The  principles  contained  in 
this  amendment  were  considered  to  be  fair,  equi- 
table, and  just,  because  they  were  bottomed  upon 
the  rule  that  the  wealth  of  the  nation  should  fur- 
nish the  army  to  defend  it.  But  it  was  astonish- 
ing to  me,  when  I  discovered  that  the  warmest 
friends  of  the  bill  were  the  first  and  most  zealous 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment.  They  are  wil- 
ling  that  the  bill  should  contain  a  provision  al- 
lowing each  class  to  furnish  their  men  by  contract; 
but  they  are  opposed  to  the  principle  which  would 
compel  the  members  of  the  classes  to  contribute 
aecordinff  to  property.  It  follows,  therefore,  that 
they  will  not  agree  to  compel  the  moet  wealthy 
man  in  a  class  to  contribute  more  than  the  poor- 
est. And  what  will  be  the  operatitm  of  the  bili 
throughout  the  nation?  Sir,  the  weaithv  will 
almost  invariably  refuse  to  join  in  a  contribution 
according  to  property  for  the  purpose  of  raising  men 
by  contract,  because  they  would  have  much  more 
to  pay  than  the  poorer  members  of  the  class.  A 
few  (perhaps  not  more  than  one,  in  many  cases)  of 
the  most  wealthy  of  a  class  will  drive  the  baJance 
into  a  draught,  by  which  means  they  will  stand 
the  same  chance  to  get  clear  as  the  poorest  mem- 
bers of  it.  If  it  should  fall  upon  the  weaithv, 
(heir  circumstances  will  enable  them  to  hire  sub- 
stitutes ;  but  if  it  falls  upon  the  poor  man,  he  has 
no  alternative  but  to  serve  his  tour  of  duty. 
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In  oppMuioii  to  that  ameodmeiit,  it  has  been 
eoolelMied  bjr  an  honorabie  geotleman  from  Vir- 
fftniaj  (Mr.  Sbhfpit,)  and  the  same  argument 
has  stnoe  been  used  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndbs,)  that  there 
are  two  kinds  of  service  dae  from' the  people  to 
their  CSoTernment;  that  is  to  say,  personal  or 
military  service,  and  service  by  peconiary  con- 
tribtttion ;  that  the  wealthy  contribnte  to  the  snp^ 
port  of  Qovernment  by  the  way  of  taxes ;  and 
that  when  military  services  are  wanting,  they 
should  be  afforded  by  the  militia  without  regard 
to  property.    And,  in  order  to  illostrate  this  doc- 
trine, the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  told  as 
the  other  day  that  he  wonld  state  a  case  which 
would  occur  if  the  amendment  was  adopted,  that 
he  was  sure  would  have  prevented  the  introdoc- 
tion  of  the  amendment  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  if  he  had  known  of  it.    The  case  was,  that 
an  honomble  colleague  of  bis  represented  a  dis- 
triot  upon  this  floor,  which,  if  the  amendment 
was  adopted,  would  have  to  pay,  according  to  the 
plan  of  contribution  proposed,  a  tax  equal  to  its 
proportion  of  a  tax  upon  the  United  States  of 
eigbty-five  millions  of  dollars.    Now,  sir,  the  case 
pot  w^  the  honorable  gentleman  was  so  far  from 
convincing  me  of  the  impropriety  and  unjust 
operation  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  that  it  manifested  the  necessity 
of  its  adoption  still  more  clearly  to  me.    The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  was  willing  to  im- 
pose upon  his  colleague's  district,  by  the  passage 
of  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  the  performance 
of  military  service  to  the  value  of  a  sum  equal  to 
its  proportion  of  a  tax  upon  the  United  States  of 
an  immense  amount ;  and  yet  he  was  unwilling 
to  afford  to  a  majority  of  each  class  of  the  militia 
of  that  district  the  liberty  of  deciding  whether 
the  classes  should  furnish  persons  to  perform  the 
military  service  required  of  them  by  contract 
rather  than  by  draught.    He  seems  to  suppose 
that,  if  the  men  were  raised  by  a  pecuniary  con- 
trtbolion  according  to  property,  the  service  re- 
qoircd  of  that  district  to  the  Government  would 
be  too  great ;  whereas,  if  the  same  service  was 
rendered  by  men  to  be  draughted  from  eaeh  class, 
it  would  not  be  too  great.    I  am  aware,  sir,  that 
the  principles  of  that  amendment  would  not  suit 
the  owners  of  the  large  cotton  plantations,  and 
overgrown  fortunes  in  the  South,  because,  as 
members  of  their  classes,  they  would  have  to  con- 
tribute according  to  their  wealth ;  but  the  provis- 
ions would  be  just  in  their  operations  upon  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  the  nation.    Sir,  I 
cannot  agree  with  gentlemen,  that  when  military 
services  are  called  for,  that  they  shall  be  rendered 
by  the  militia  without  regard  to  property.    This 
rule  may  be  endured  while  the  militia  tours  are 
short,  but  it  ougbt  not  to  be  suffered,  should  it  be  so 
increased. 

Sir,  it  is  true,  that  the  wealthy  contribute 
to  the  8U|9port  of  Qovernment  in  the  payment  of 
taxes,  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community  have  always  been  made  to  pay 
taxes  also,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  their 
property.    The  dirtet  taxes  and  internal  duties 


imposed  at  the  present  session,  will  bear  heavier 
upon  the  common  people  of  the  country  than 
upon  the  wealthier  portion  of  the  community. 
The  direct  tax  of  six  millions  is  paid  as  equally 
by  all,  according  to  property,  as  the  Constitution 
will  permit,  but  the  internal  duties  are  not;  for 
the  seven  or  eight  million  whiskey  tax,  which  is  i 
the  largest  item  in  our  system  of  taxation,  will  be 
paid  mostly  by  that  class  of  the  community  who 
render  the  most  military  service.  We  lay,  then, 
a  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars  in  money  upon  the 
people  of  the  nation,  to  be  collected  according  to 
property ;  and,  allowing  the  military  services  of 
a  militiaman  to  be  worth  two  hundred  dollars  for 
twelve  months,  it  is  proposed  by  this* bill  to  lay  a 
tax  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars  upon  the  militia 
of  the  nation,  to  be  collected  in  personal  services, 
witboot  regard  to  property.  It  is  unreasonable 
and  unjust  for  the  wealth  of  the  nation  to  bear  so 
small  a  proportion  of  the  public  burden. 

It  really  does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  since  the 
amendment  which  was  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  has  been  rejected,  the  bill  iscalcnia- 
ted  to  do  much  more  mischief  than  good.  The 
classes  will  not  agree  to  raise  regulars  instead  of  the 
draughts,  unless  it  could  be  done  by  a  contribu- 
tion according  to  property,  and  this  contribution 
but  seldom  ever  would  be  agreed  to  voluntarily 
by  ail  the  members  of  the  classes.  Perhaps  there 
would  be  a  few  exceptions  in  some  of  the  most 
patriotic  quarters  of  the  Union.  But  can  it  be 
believed  that  Massachusetts,  and  the  rest  of  the 
New  England  States,  would  furnish  any  regu- 
lars? I  think  not,  sir.  They  would  stand  the 
draught,  and,  as  militia,  they  would  claim  to  be 
kept  within  the  limits  of  the  Unit^  States.  I 
shall  not  pretend  to  say  whether  this  claim  would 
be  justified  by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
or  not,  bat  it  appears  that  the  Senate  entertained 
an  opinion  favorable  to  that  pretension,  by  their 
having  incorporated  a  provision  in  this  bifl,  con- 
fining the  operations  of  the  militia  within  the 
United  States.  The  militia  draughts  in  the  New 
England  States  would  ail  have,  bv  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  to  be  called  out;  they  would  not 
march  beyond  the  line,  where  alone  they  would 
bte  wanting,  but  they  would  remain  in  camp, 
within  their  own  States,  squandering  the  public 
revenue,  while  they  would  be  entirely  useless  to 
the  Government.  And  what  would  the  militia 
of  Tennessee  have  to  do?  Those  who  have  not 
yet  served  a  tour  of  duty,  aad  who  would  not  be 
enabled  to  hire  substitutes,  wonld  be  compelled 
to  leave  their  families,  and  their  farms,  and 
march  to  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  where  they 
would  have  to  remain  in  camp  for  a  whole  year, 
in  the  most  sickly  climate  on  the  continent. 
This  burden  will  oe  unequal  and  unjust  in  its 
operation,  because  many  of  the  most  wealthy 
persons  in  the  community  will  be  excluded  from 
bearing  anv  portion  of  it.  And  it  will  be  borne 
with  less  fortitude  by  those  whose  duty  it  may 
become  to  perform  this  twelve  months  tour,  when 
they  recollect  that  this  species  of  force,  relied  on 
again  by  Congress,  is  better  fit  for  the  purpose  of 
increasmg  the  public  debt,  and  for  producing 
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greater  distress  io  the  cDimtf  y,  tbao  for  pnttiog  a 
termi nation  to  the  war. 

TLe  character  of  the  militia  of  Tenoessee,  sir, 
i^  well  koowD  throughout  the  nation.  They  are 
known  to  be  a  brave,  patriotic,  and  magnaniaious 
people — always  ready  to  bear,  with  th«  mo&t  dis- 
tinguished cheerfulness,  any  burden  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  Government,  whether  of  a  pecuniary 
or  a  military  kind,  which  they  may  think  in  the 
least  calculated  to  promote  the  common  cause  of 
their  country.  There  are  many  thousands  of 
them  now  marching  through  a  wilderness  of 
several  hundred  miles  in  extent  to  meet  and  re- 
pel the  invasion  of  the  enemy.  And  on  this  oc« 
casion,  sir,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  a  short  extract 
from  a  paper  published  at  Nashville,  showing  the 
alacrity  with  which  the  militia  turned  ont  upon 
A  late  emergency,  when  there  was  a  call  upon 
that  State  for  five  thousand  men  to  march  to  the 
defence  of  the  Louisiana  country.  It  is  in  these 
words: 

''TujMDAT,  Nooember  1«,  1414. 

^' We  aoflt  con£Bn  that  we  are  not  capable  of  de- 
■eribtng  the  plearare  we  have  ezperieBced  lor  the  laet 
week*  in  viewing  Ike  alacrity  with  wfaoeh  our  brother 
Tenneafeeana  luiva  tnmed  out  in  deteoe  of  their  in- 
jured coontiy ;  but  lor  an  evidence  of  their  patiietismt 
the  IbUowiag  may  serve  as  a  pioo£  In  the  past  week 
theiB  has  been  ahnoet  aa  mapy  offsiing  their  servioea 
as  substitnteSf  as  there  were  men  called  for  by  the 
Government.  And,  one  man  offering  his  services  to 
a  youth,  be  was  answered,  that  he  (the  youth)  would 
not  take  twenty-five  dollars  for  his  place.  We  oonld 
add  a  nnmber  of  like  instances.'* 

I  have  read  this,  air.  to  show  that  the  people  of 
Tennessee  are  prepared  to  make  any  aaerificee  to 
aid  the  Qoverament  in  resisting  the  enoroach- 
nenia  of  the  enemy,  and  in  prosecuting  this  war, 
in  a  way  ealculated  to  put  and  to  it,  in  a  manner 
bonomble  to  the  oonntry.  But,  sir,  let  me  tell 
you,  thftt  while  thew  people  are  th^s  prepared  to 
make  every  sacrifice,  and  to  meet  every  dftnger, 
Ihef  have  a  riglit  to  expect  that  Congress,  at  a 
lime  like  the  preeent,  will  at  leeet  do  its  part. 
They  have  expected  that  Congress,  upon  reoeiv- 
the  first  deapatchea  from  our  Ministers,  would 
immediately  4eiermtne  to  raise  an  efficient  regu- 
lar force,  eapabie  o(  pctuing  an  end  io  this  war. 
Bit,  air,  instead  of  doing  this,  we  are  dbout  to 
adept  a  meaaare  of  all  othere  the  verv  beet  /oalcu- 
kted  t0  ptolonff  its  duration.  For  the  bill  in  its 
operation  wouM  not  produce  regotars,  buf  would 
require  a  most  oppressive  kind  of  militia  service. 
This  kind  of  service  answers  alone  for  defensive 
opiwatione,  and  i  lepeai  again  that  it  canaoc  put 
UA  end  to  ihts  war.  Believing,  then,  aa  I  do.  that 
the  bill  would  fail  to  answer  the  expectations  of 
its  friends,  in  producing  a  regular  force,  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Wriobt,)  with  the  hope  that  its 
adoption  will  the  means  of  rejecting  the  bill  be- 
fore ns,  and  that  we  shall  afterwards  take  up  and 
adopt  the  more  efficient  measure  contained  in 
the  bill  reported  by  our  Military  Committee. 
The  President  is  already  authorized  to  order  out 
any  number  of  militia  for  six  months,  and  I  am 


^nwilliag  to  exiMid  the  time  of  thai  kiad  of  aer- 
viee  to  twelve  months.    But  if  this  meaettve  ia 

r^rsisted  in,  and  the  bill  should  pass  aa  ic  noiw  ia, 
think  I  plainly  see  the  eonsequenoea  that  are  lo 
result  from  it.  An  overgrown  public  debt  will 
be  heaped  upon  us;  the  spirit  of  the  people  wiU 
be  broken  down  by  oppressive  and  ruinous  iwelve 
raontha  toura  of  militia  aervice,  and  the  inoeeaaed 
taxes  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  pay. 
And  in  three  or  lour  years  from  now,  after  the 
nation  is  nearly  ruined,  we  shall  be  driven  lo  ibe 
necessity,  before  we  can  get  rid  of  this  war,  of 
adoptin|[  the  measure  recommended  fa^  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  reported  by  our  Military  Com* 
mittee. 

But  I  have  heard  it  sugs^ated  by  gentlei»eu. 
friendly  to  draughting  the  militia  for  two  y«a»j 
with  permission  to  each  class  to  furnish  a  regu- 
lar, that  it  would  be  oneonetitutioaal  to  r«iie  e 
regular  force  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
other  military  bill  which  lies  upon  the  table. 
They  are  williiLg  to-  pass  the  bill  -before  «e  aa  it 
came  from  the  Senate,  for  draughting  the  nililia 
for  two  years,  without  the  ineorpocation  of  the 
amendment  proposed  bv  the  geailemaB  £rom 
Ohio,  and  yet  they  consider  uneonstitut tonal  the 
provisions  of  the  other  bill  which  provides  that 
every  class  of  twenty-five  militie  shaU  furnish  a 
recruit  for  dnring  the  war,  by  a  eoatrihotiaa, 
from  all  within  thia  class,  acaording  to  property, 
whether  subject  to  militia  duty  or  not,  under  a 
penalty  to  be  infiicted  and  collected  from  the 
class»  Now,  to  my  miud,  sir,  if  the  one  ia  ua- 
constitutiooal,  the  other  must  be  so  too.  In  the 
one  case,  each  eleas  of  the  militia  must  furniah  a 
regular,  without  the  principle  of  compelling iesery 
member  of  the  class  to  contribute  according  to 
property,  (wiUiout  which  it  eould  not  be  d4Mie,) 
under  the  penalty  of  a  draught  of  a  two  years' 
tour  of  service.  In  the  other  caae,  every  elaes 
would  be  compelled  ip  furniah  a  veguJar  by  con- 
uibution  according  io  property  (which  would 
enable  them  to  do  it)  or  pay  a  penalty  to  be  col- 
lected from  the  claas.  If  you  have  a  righi  io  say 
that  a  class  shaU  fumish  a  regular,  without  pre- 
scribing any  rule  by  which  it  shall  be  done,  or  be 
subject  to  a  two  yeers'  tour  of  duty,  yxiu  would 
upon  the  same  principle  have  the  right  to  oMnpel 
a  class  to  furnish  a  regular,  or  be  subject  to  a 
draught  for  a  ten  yeacs'  tour  of  duty.  I  hava 
henra  it  said,  air,  thai  the  adoption  of  the  eneneoDe 
recommended  to  us  bv  the  Secretary  of  War 
would  aflbrd  a  pfacedent,  the  abuee  ef  which 
might  be  daagerons  in  future  timea.  I  am  in 
favor  of  saving  the  country  with  the  Coiiati4«- 
tional  means  which  appear  to  my  mind  to  pre- 
sent themselves.  Whenever  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  shall  become  so  corrupt  aa  to  de- 
termine upon  the  ruin  of  this  Government,  by 
the  abuse  of  the  power  delegated  to  them,  they 
will  not  be  prevented  from  doing  so  alone  by  the 
want  of  precedents.  If  they  should  determine  in 
future  to  raise  regular  armies  when  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  country  should  not  need  them,  the 
plan,  if  adopted,  which  is  now  under  considera- 
tion, would  as  well  afford  them  a  precedent  by 
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which  they  coold  dp  so,  ss  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  Secretary  uf  War.  They  eould  lay  the  mi- 
litia of  the  natioo  off  ioto  classes,  and  compel 
every  class  to  furnish  a  regular,  under  the  penalty 
of  being  subject  to  a  draught  for  a  ten  years'  tour 
of  duty. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  amendiaent  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Marvlaod  will  be  adopted,  and  that 
the  bill  will  afterwards  be  rejected.  We  can 
then  take  up  the  other  bill  containing  the  more 
efficient  measure,  aud  provide  a  force  for  the 
next  campaign  competent  for  the  protection  of 
the  nation.  A  force  raised  in  that  way  will  be 
less  oppressive  upon  the  people,  and  will  betier 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  Government  in  put- 
ting a  speedy  termination  to  the  war.  By  adopt- 
ing that  plan,  we  can  be  able  to  march  a  force 
into  CanUda  at  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign, 
which  would  wring  from  the  enemy  an  advan- 
tageous peace. 

Sut,  sir,  if  we  do  not  adopt  that  measure,  the 
country  may  be  ruined  by  our  neglect  "The 
enemy  is  evidently  making  every  preparation  to 
strike  a  deadly  blow  at  us  in  the  commencement 
of  the  next  campajga—andit  is  our  doty  to  pro- 
vide %against  it.  Suppose  we  should  neglect  to 
provide  an  efficient  regular  A>rce,  and  4he  enemy 
aliould  invade  the  coontry  in  the  early  part  of 
the  next  campaign  ivith  forty  or  fifty  thoosand 
regular  troops,  what  would  be  the  situation  of  the 
nation  1  Sir,  I  hope  ibis  feeble  and  inefficient 
measure  will  not  be  adopted.  If  it  is  not,  we  can 
lake  up  the  other  bill,  and  we  shall  then  see  who 
are  willing,  at  a  time  like  the  present,  to  take  upon 
themselves  the  responsibility  of  voting  against  the 
only  measure  capable  of  afibrding  protection  to 
the  country,  and  of  putting  the  most  speedy  ter- 
mination to  the  war. 

After  some  explanatorv  remarks  from  Mr. 
LowNDsa  in  reply  to  Mr.  ^ABRia,  and  in  rejoin- 
der by  him*- 

Mr.  Rrca,  of  Tennessee,  m^de  a  short  apeecb 
in  reply  to. Mr.  HAaitis.  He  eonsidered  this  as 
a  bill  for  reiieving  the  militia  front  frequent  abd 
haraastng  calls  on  theni  fpc  ocoasioaal  service. 

The  previous  quesdem  was  now  requited  by 
Mr.  Yahcey  of  North  Carolina,  bat  ^as  not 
sanctioned  by  a  sfufficient  nnmber.  The  House 
was  equally  divided,  66  to  66,  and  the  Spbaksr, 
voting  in  the  negative,  quashed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Cannon  spoke  briefly  against  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  term  of  service,  as  proposed,  and  ex- 
pressed some  doubts  of  the  expediency  or  the  bill, 
as  well  as  of  the  necessity  of  any  measure  of  ;this 
character  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  KiLBoUBN,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  motion 
to  reduce  the  term  of  service,  intending,  if  that 
motion  was  rejected,  to  move  to  increase  the  term 
of  service  to  one  year  and  eight  months. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  Mr.  Wright's  motion,  and  decided  in  the 
negative-*for  the  motion  71,  against  it  84,  as 
follows : 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Avery,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion, 
13th  Con.  3d  Sess. — 29 


Cilley,  Oo<^r,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Ely, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris, 
Hendenon,  Howell,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Ycnrki 
Kenr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewii}  Lovett,  Ma- 
con, MarUl,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pidk- 
ering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich, 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shefiey,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
MassachusctU,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and 
Wright. 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Cannon,  Cfaappell^  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condtct,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creignton,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Ifork,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Has- 
bfouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, IngerBoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of 
Vs.,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw, 
Kitboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Leferts,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mur- 
^e,  NeboiK  Newton,  Ormsby,  Paricer,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, .  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania^ 
and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reduce  the  term  of  ser- 
vice  below  one  year. 

Mr.  BAVLifis^of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  as  a  new 
section : 

''And  be  U/mtthet  enacted.  That  the  militia  called 
forth  by  virtue  of  this  act  eball  not  be  liable  to  perfstm 
any  service,  except  suchas  may  be  neeessaiy  to  vepel 
invasion,  supprass  insanection,  o»«K6oute  the  laws  of 
the  Union." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays-^ 
103  to  58,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breekenzidge, 
Brigham,  C^perton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely, 
Oaston,  Geddes,  Groavenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  MilUr^  Mose- 
ley, Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  hotter,.  Jiohn 
Reed,  WflUam  Reed,  lU^fgles,  Schureman,  She^y, 
Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  l^ew  York,  Stockton, 
Stuart,  Stuiges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Maasachusetia,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter--58. 

NAn*-^Messra.  Alexander,  Alston,. Andeiaen,- Ar- 
cher, Aveiy,  BariMur»  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butleri  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chaj^iell,  Ciark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Crawford,  Greighton,  Cuthbert,  Ihoia, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  John, 
son  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maty. 
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land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina, Lefferta,  Lowndes,  Ljle,  Macon,  M0C07,  Mc- 
Kee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mnrfree, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  TeUair,  Troup,  Udree, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Tancey— 103. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  renewed  the  motion  be 
had  unsuccessfully  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  add  to  the  bill  the  following  section,  by 
way  of  amendment : 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  class  shall 
neglect  for  &^^  days  after  having  been  notified  to  for- 
nish  a  recruit  to  the  regular  army,  or  two  subetitntes, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  minority  of 
the  individuals  composing  such  class  shall  have  power 
to  bind  the  whole  of  the  class  for  the  payment  of  any 
sum  that  may  be  necessary  to  procure  a  recruit  to  the 
regular  army,  or  two  subetatutos,  as  aforesaid ;  provided 
auch  sum  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars; 
and  all  persons  residing  within  the  district  of  such 
dass,  who  are  exempt  from  militia  duty,  shall  be  lia- 
ble for  the  payment  of  such  sum  as  shall  be  engaged 
to  the  recruit  or  substitutes  aforesaid,  equally  with  those 
who  are  liable  to  perform  militia  duty. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  a  recruit  or 
substitutes  shall  be  obtiined,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum 
agreed  to  be  given  shall  be  certified  by  the^class,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  to  the  captain  of  the  company  in 
wfaadi  they  or  a  majority  of  them  belong,  who  shall 
immediately  ascertain  how  much  each  individual  with- 
in the  district  must  pay,  apportioning  the  amount  ac- 
cording to  the  real  and  personal  property  possessed ; 
the  amount  of  property  to  be  ascertained  by  the  val- 
uation made  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  individual  State ;  but,  where  no  such  valuation 
ahall  have  been  made,  the  captain  shall  cause  a  valua- 
tion to  be  made  by  three  disinterested  and  respectable 
freeholders  under  oaUi,  who  shall  be  naid  by  the  class 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each  per  day  for  their  ser- 
vices, to  be  assessed  and  collected  with  the  appoint- 
ment aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  the  appor- 
tionment shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid  by  the 
captain,  he  shall  advertise  the  same  in  the  most  public 
place  within  each  dass,  particularly  specifying  the 
amount  each  individual  is  required  to  pay,  and  each 
individual,  within  the  class  aforesaid,  shall  pay  or 
satisfy  the  same  to  the  recruit  or  substitutes  within 
ten  days  thereafter ;  and,  in  default  thereof,  the  cap- 
tain shall  notify  the  commandant  of  the  regiment  in 
which  he  belongs,  who  shall  order  a  court  martial 
immediately  to  assemble,  which  court  shall  take  into 
consideration  the  apportionment  made  as  aforesaid,  and 
on  finding  the  same  to  have  been  made  agreeably  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  proceed  to  assess  the 
same  as  a  fine  on  the  delinquents,  which  shall  be  col- 
-  lected  with  costs  aa  other  fines  are,  and  when  col- 
lected shall  be  paid  to  the  recruit  or  substitutes,  or  to 
his  or  their  order. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  court  martial, 
called  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  power  to  correct  any 
errors  or  relieve  against  any  inequality  that  may  have 
taken  place,  either  in  the  valuation  of  property  or  in 
the  apportionment,  by  equalizing  the  amount  amongst 
the  citizens  within  the  daas. 


This  motion  was  pronounced  by  the  Spea.cer 
to  be  out  of  order,  in  the  present  stage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN.  of  Ohio,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  eighteen  months  to  the  present 
proposed  term  of  serrioe,  so  as  to  make  it  one 
year  and  eight  months. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  North  Carolina,  from  a  desire  to 
preclude  these  motions,  and  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  bill  at  once,  requested  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  but  was  not  supported  therein  by  a  saffi- 
cieot  number,  fifty-six  members,  who  rose  in 
support  of  it,  not  constituting  a  majority  of  ihe 
House. 

The  Question  on  Mr.  Kilbourn's  motion  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative.  For 
the  motion  63,  against  it  95,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Aveiy,  Baid, 
Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Chappeli,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Denoyelles,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Gour- 
din,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  KUboum,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefferts,  Lyle,  McKee,  McKim,  Mnrfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  fiUii^erd,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Strong.  Tannehill,  Taylor,  ToUur, 
Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Taacey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Baylies 
of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbuiy, 
Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  BurwoU,  Butler,  Ca* 
perton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris, 
Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Humphreys,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Ma- 
con, McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane, 
Rnggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Skinner,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Vitgima,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  ThomMon, 
Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton,  White)  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter, 
and  Wright. 

Mr.  FiaK,  of  Vermont,  with  the  express  view 
of  incorporating  in  the  bill  provisions  which  he 
deemed  necessary  to  give  it  efficacy,  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  this  mo- 
tion with  much  zeal,  and  contenoed  for  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  bill  as  it  then  stood,  either  to  afford  a 
valuable  militia  force,  or  a  body  of  recruits  for 
the  regular  Army,  which  were  much  wanted. 
The  bill  was  not  as  efficient  as  he  wished,  but,  his 
opinion  having  been  overruled  as  to  the  details  of 
the  bill,  was  no  reason  for  him  to  reject  the  bill 
altogether.  It  was  high  time,  he  added,  that  Con- 
gress should  rouse  themselves  from  their  lethar- 
gy, and  at  length  proceed  to  act. 

Mr.  Inoebsoll  then,  with  a  view  to  enaUe  the 
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House  to  proceed  without  further  delay  to  the 
coDsideratioD  of  other  highly  importaDt  bills  on 
the  table  of  the  House,  again  required  the  previous 
questioD. 

Many  members  supporting  the  demand)  the 
previous  question  was  propounded,  in  the  usual 
form,  ''Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  the  question 
101,  against  it  57,  as  follows : 

Ymab — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Batler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cutnbert, 
Dana,  Davii  of  Penn.,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Earle, 
Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  N.  York,  For- 
ney, Fonyih,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Ooodwyn,  Gonrdin, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbroock,  Glasgow,  Hawes, 
Hopkins  of  Kentocky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Inger^ 
aoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  John- 
eon  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kerahaw»  Kilboom,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore»  Mniinee,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  TannehiU, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 
perton.  Cannon,  Champion,  Ciliey,  (Jlopton,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Davenport,  Davia  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hender- 
son, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Mansachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon, 
Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  John  Reed,  WDllam  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schure- 
man,  Shefiey,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
fordy  Stockton,  Stnrges,  Tagg^rt,  Thompson,  Vone, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wright. 

The  main  question,  viz :  on  the  engrossing  of 
the  amendments  and  ordering^  the  bill  to  be  read 
a  third  time,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
91,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

Yx  AS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Baibour,  Bard,  Bamett,Bines,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Caldwell,  Calhoan,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clop- 
ton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Eaile,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Glasgow,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins, of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  N.  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfiur, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wil- 
son of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  BayHes  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigebw,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge, Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cham- 
pion, Ciliey,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Daven- 


port, Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris, 
Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Jackson  of  Rhode.  Isl- 
and, Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Shefiey,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Welwter, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  and  Wright 

And  the  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  December  14. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  petition  of  Jonathan 
Bradley  Bastmao,  late  paymaster  to  the  troops  in 
the  district  of  the  Lakes,  stating  that,  by  the  sur- 
render of  Detroit,  by  the  late  Gknerai  Hull,  a  large 
sum  of  public  money,  together  with  his  accounts 
and  vouchers,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
by  which  he  is  unable  to  settle  with  the  War 
Department,  and  praying  relief  from  Congress.— 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  New  York  State  Bank, 
and  of  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Albany,  recoiki mending  an  issue  of  ^  national  bills 
of  credit,"  to  a  limited  amount,  baring  the  qual- 
ity of  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  all  eon  tracts.— 
Referred  to  the  Committe^of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Fisk,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  *<to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America,''  with  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  *'  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defrajring  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  du- 
ties on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  aquors," 
and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  saRne;  to  which 
conference  they  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

Mr.  Farrow,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  25th  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  John  Motlow, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next,— - 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

It  is  represented  that,  in  the  month  of  October, 
1781,  the  petitioner,  with  a  number  of  others,  were  in 
a  fort  caUed  Jamersons,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
that  a  party  of  Indians  and  tories  took  the  fort  by  force, 
put  to  death  a  great  number  of  those  so  garrisoned,  and 
made  prsMners  of  the  balance,  (among  the  slain  were 
the  father  of  the  petitioner;)  and  carried  off  three  ne- 
groes, the  property  of  the  petitioner  and  his  intestate 
father,  whose  legal  representatiTe  the  petitioner  ii. 
It  is  further  represented  that  repeated  endeaTora  have 
been  made  by  the  petitioner,  at  very  great  expense,  to 
recover  the  said  negroes,  but  without  success. 
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And  it  farther  appears,  that  the  ninth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1708,  concluded  with  the  Cherokees,  by  oblit- 
rating  aU  prior  aggreieioni >  plunderinga,  and  thefU,  to 
that  date,  has  finally  changed  the  right  of  property, 
end  made  a  legal  and  complete  transfer  of  tne  same 
firom  the  petitioner  over  to  Uie  said  nation. 

The  IbUpwing  is  a  copy  of  the  said  article :  <<  It  is 
mutually  agreed  between  the  parties,  that  horses  stolen, 
and  not  returned  within  ninetv  days,  shall  be  paid  for 
at  the  rate  ot  sixty  dollars  each ;  if  stolen  by  a  white 
man,  citizen  of  the  United  States,  the  Indian  propri- 
etor shall  be  paid  in  cash ;  and  if  stolen  by  an  Indian 
from  a  citizen,  to  be  deducted,  as  expressed  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Philadelphia.  This  ar- 
ticle shall  have  retrospect  to  the  commfnoement  of  the 
first  conferences  at  this  place  in  the  present  year,  and 
no  farther ;  and  all  animosities,  aggressions,  Uiefts,  and 
plunderings  prior  to  this  day,  shall  cease,  and  be  no 
k>nger  remembered  or  demanded  on  either  side." 

And  it  Airther  appears,  by  the  feurth  article  of  the 
•aid  treaty,  that  the  United  Statee  received  a  large 
eeeskm  of  territory  from  the  said  nation  for  considera- 
tions therein  expressed. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  facts  of  this 
case  and  the  principlea  that  govern  the  same,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is 
equitable  and  just,  and  submit  the  following  resolution 
to  the  House : 

ReBohfed,  That  the  request  of  the  petitioner  ought 
to  be  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia,  the 
Coinmittee  of  Ways  and  MetDs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  egpediency  of  amending  the 
direct  tax  as8e8:jment  law,,  so  as  that  the  county 
of  Bath,  now  a  part  of  the  sixth  collection  dis- 
trict, mav  be  added  to,  and  made  part  of,  the  ser- 
enth  colleetton  district  in  the  State  of  Virgioia. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
of  certain  nayal  oflScers,  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
C.HurlburtfOfChatharo.in  Connecticut,  Was  read 
a  third  time;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ptsk,  of 
Vermont,  supported  bj  Mr.  Braolet  the  bill 
was  postponed  to  Monday  week,  to  allow  time  to 
obtain  further  evidence  on  this  case. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the 
courts  of  Indiana,  was  read  a  third  time.  [The 
bill  provides  that  the  Legislature  of  lodi^ina  may 
fix  the  place  of  sittings  of  the  General  Court,  and 
that  two  judges  shall  be  present  to  fof m  a  court.] 

Considerable  conversation  took  place  on  a  prop- 
osition by  Mr.  Eppes  to  postpone  the  bill,  in 
the  course  of  which  Mr.  Eppbs,  Mr.  Lswis,  and 
Mr.  Robertson,  expressed  their  doubts  as  to 'its 
ezpedieney,  and  a  desire  to  examine  it  further ; 
and  Mr.  Ingersoll  and  Mr.  jEiciiiiroa  explained 
its  provisions,  dbc.  At  length,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Robrrtson,  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

COMPENSATION  OF  POSTMASTERS. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  of  Virginia,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

JReiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Roads  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what, 
change  ought  to  be  made  in  the  compensation  allowed 


to  Postmasters ;  and  whether  any,  and  if  any,  wlimt, 
change  ought  to  be  made  in  the  right  of  franking. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  this  resolu- 
tion, between  Mr.  Rhba  and  Mr.  Eppbs,  id  re- 
spect to  its  object. 

Mr.  Rhba  opposed  the  proposed  reference,  de- 
siring the  subject  in  the  first  instance  to  be  refer- 
red to  the  Postmaster  General ;  and,  after  his  re- 
port«  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wars 
and  Means,  who  properly  had  charge  of  all  sub- 
jects relating  to  revenue. 

Mr.  Eppes,  in  assigning  reasons  for  his  motioD, 
stated,  that  the  increase  about  to  take  place,  of 
fifty  per  cent  on  the  present  rates  of  postage, 
would  operate  as  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent,  on 
the  present  compensation  of  postmasters,  which 
probably  was  not  necessarv*  He  had  also  under- 
stood that  great  abases  had  grown  oat  of  the  priT- 
ilege  of  franking,  insomocb  that  the  office  had 
been  accepted  in  some  instances  as  a  sineeare,  to 
save  the  expense  of  postage,  by  those  who  per- 
formed no  duties  of  the  office ;  and  that  the  office 
bad  even,  in  one  instance,  been  bestowed  on  a 
member  of  this  House. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  E.  was  agreed  to  finally, 
without  opposition. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHT& 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  call  upoa  the  sev- 
eral Sutes  and  Territories  for  their  respective 
?[uotas  of  80,430  militia  for  the  defence  of  the 
rontiers  against  invasion,  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  address- 
ed the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
who  last  addressed  the  House  on  the  subject  o^ 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  expressed  a  deliberate  opinion  that  the 
bill  on  your  table  is  not  only  ancoostitutionml, 
but.  in  poi'it  of  energy  and  efficiency,  in  its  prin- 
ciples and  provisions,  is  not  adequate  to  the  pub- 
lic exigencies ;  and  g^ve  a  decided  preference  to 
the  one  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  parauaat 
to  the  ]dan  submitted  by  the  Secretary  at  War. 
He  farther  said,  that  an  act,  embradag  principles 
equally  vigorous  with  those  exhibited  in  the  nUa 
of  the  Secretary,  ought  to  be  passed ;  and  those 
who  should  Oppose  it,  if  successfal.  Would  roia 
the  country. 

Sir,  in  my  mind,  Congress  have  no  ri|^t,  by 
the  Constitution,  to  exercise  the  powers  consid- 
ered as  belonging  to  them  in  the  Secretary's 
plan  ;  and  to  pass  an  act  comporting  with  them, 
will  be  a  gross  and  outrageous  violation  of  the 
personal  righu  of  our  citizens,  inconsistent  with 
the  privileges  of  freemen,  the  principles  of  our 
Government,  and  will  strike  a  deadly  blow  at 
American  liberty ;  and,  according  to  my  appre- 
hension, those  who  advocate  the  principles  em- 
braced in  the  Secretary's  plan,  and  attempt  to 
execute  them,  and  not  those  who  resist  them,  will 
ruin  their  country.  That  I  am  sincere  in  my 
opinion,  and  serious  in  my  apprehensions,  I  call 
Heaven  to  witness.    In  passing  such  a  law,  it  ap- 
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pears  to  me  as  clear  as  anv  legal  or  moral  posi- 
tion, which  was  ever  stated,  that  we  overstep  the 
bounds  of  the  Constitution,  and  assume  a  power 
which  we  have  no  right  to  eiereise.  And  where 
the  Constitution  ends,  tyranny  begins.  If  power 
can  be  assumed  for  one  purpose,  it  may  be  for 
another.  And  if  necessity,  the  tyrant's  plea,  can 
justify  the  exercise  of  unconstitutional  power  in 
one  case,  it  will  do  it  in  all  cases.  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  man  to  have  an  avidity  of  power,  and 
to  scramble  for  the  possession  of  it,  and  to  think 
it  ever  safe  in  his  hands.  This  remark  applies 
with  justice  to  men  of  all  parties.  Gentlemen  of 
the  majority,  whatever  their  opinions  once  might 
have  been,  now  seem  to  have  no  objection  to  ex- 
treme  power,  provided  it  can  be  lodged  in  them, 
and  exercised  their  own  way. 

The  propensitv  on  the  part  of  the  Executive, 
to  grasp  power  by  construction  and  otherwise ; 
and  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to 
assume  power  and  surrender  it,  are  truly  alarm- 
ing. If  the  citizens  of  the  United  St&tes  can  be 
forced  from  their  families  and  domestic  enjoy- 
ments, and  placed  in  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
Army,  and  marched  out  of  the  United  States  for 
foreign  conquest,  or,  as  the  Secretary  expresses 
it|  ^  to  push  the  war  into  Canada/'  while  we  are 
dreaming  of  liberty,  we  are  all  slaves— we  hold 
oar  liberty  upon,  a  tenure  which  renders  it  un- 
worthy of  the  name.  If  we  can  be  marched  to 
Quebec,  we  may  be  sent  to  Qibraltar,  the  West 
Indies^  or  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  Our  Gov- 
ern roent,  instead  of  being  free  and  republican^  is 
a  military  desootism,  and  the  right  of  expatria- 
tion, contended  for  by  some  gentlemen,  is  of  more 
T^lue  than  all  the  other  rights  which  we  possess. 
The  exigencies  of  the.  country,  I  agree,  are 
pressing,  and  those  who  are  influenced  by  an 
nonest  zeal  to  serve  it,  do  not  merit  reproach. 
But  every  feeling  of  impatience  at  Constitutional 
restraint,  and  every  propensity  to  assume  uncon- 
stitutional power,  are  germs  oMvranny,  and  ou^ht 
to  be  destroyed  in  embryo.  Those  rules  which 
are  established  by  the  mind  and  the  judgment, 
uninfluenced  by  passion,  for  the  security  of  the 
riffhts  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  ought  to  be 
held  sacred  in  times  of  convulsion  and  tempest. 
To  restrain  the  passions  of  men,  and  the  aggres- 
sions of  power,  in  such  times,  is  the  purpose  for 
which  Constitutional  rules  were  made ;  and  he 
who  feels  an  impatience  of  them,  has  the  seeds 
of  tyranny  springing  op  in  his  heart.  With  the 
spirit  and  disposition  in  which  the  President  and 
Secretary  at  war  now  interpret  the  Constitution, 
give  them  the  hundred  thousand  men,  contem- 
plated in  the  Secretary's  plan,  to  help  them  ex- 
plain it,  in  time  to  come;  and,  shocking  as  the 
thouffht  may  be,  I  will  venture  to  predict,  that 
our  tree  institutions  will  not  survive  it,  and  that 
a  second  election  of  President  will  never  take 
place. 

Sir,  I  may  be  told  that  these  powers  can  be  ex- 
ercised only  in  time  of  war;  that  war  can  be  de- 
clared by  the  Legislature  only,  by  the  representa- 
tives of  a  free  i)eople ;  and  that  it  will  never  be 
done,  excepting  in  such  a  state  of  things  as  makes 


the  public  good  unequivocally  demand  it.  Sir, 
in  theory  it  would  seem  that  we  have  some  se- 
curity in  the  form  of  our  Constitution,  against 
the  declaration  of  improvident,  unjust  and  unne- 
cessary wars;  but,  in  practice,  it  has  been  proved 
we  have  none.  We  and.  by  experience,  that  a 
war,  marked  with  as  mdch  folly  and  injustice, 
and  coupled  with  as  much  hazard,  as  it  respects 
the  citizens  of  the  country  which  declared  it,  as 
ever  disgraced  any  despot  on  earth,  can  be  de- 
clared by  a  Republican  Government. 

The  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  was  said  to 
be  declared  in  defence  of  sailors'  rights.  Those 
rights  were  violated  on  the  Ocean,  and  do  not  ad- 
mit of  adequate  defence  elsewhere.  The  defence- 
less state  of  our  seacoast,  of  two  thousand  miles 
extent,  was  well  known  by  our  Government;  and 
to  what  it  was  exposed  by  the  war,  we  may  see 
by  what  some  parts  of  it  have  already  suffered. 
The  views  of  the  President,  as  to  the  compara- 
tive force  of  our  country,  and  the  country  against 
whiclv  we  declared  war,  and  the  means  possessed 
of  mutual  annoyance,  may  be  learned  by  recur- 
ring to  the  instructions  which  he  gave  to  our  Am- 
bassadors at  Ghent.  Alluding  to  the  remark  con- 
tained in  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
that,  in  impressing  British  seamen  from  American 
vessels.  Great  Britain  exercised  no  right  which 
she  was  not  willing  to  acknowledge  as  apper* 
taitting  equally  to  the  United  States,  with  respect 
to  American  seamen,  in  British  merchant  ships, 
the  President  observes:  *<  The  semblance  of  equal- 
'  ity,  however,  in  this  proposition,  which  strikes  at 

*  first  view,  disappears  on  a  fair  examinntion.  Im- 

*  pressment  is  not  an  American  practice,  but  ut- 

*  terly  repuj^nant  to  our  Constitution  and  laws. 

<  The  exercise  of  a  right  in  common  at  sea  by 
'  two  nations,  the  one  powerful,  and  the  other 
'  comparatively  weak,  would  be  to  pot  the  latter 
^  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  former.    But, 

<  should  the  United  States  be  permitted  to  make 
^impressments  from  British   vessels,  the  effect 

<  would  be  uneooal.    Great  Britain  has,  perhaps, 

*  thirty  ships  ot  war  at  sea,  to  one  of  the  United 

*  States,  and  would  profit  of  the  arrangement  in 
'  that  proportion."  We  here  have  the  President's 
view  of  the  comparative  force  and  means  of  an- 
noyance oi  our  country,  and  the  country  with 
which  we  are  at  war. 

The  Founder  of  our  Religion.  ^  who  spake  as 
never  man  spake,"  when  on  earth,  in  a  discourse 
designed  to  enforce  on  his  hearers  the  importance 
of  o&ervinga  due  proportion  between  their  means 
and  their  ends,  their  efforts  and  their  objects,  puts 
several  interrogatories,  which  imply  suong  neg- 
ative answers.  Among  other  things  he  aslu, 
^  What  king,  going  to  make  war  against  another 

<  king,  sitteth  not  down  first  and  consulteth  whe- 
'  ther  he  be  able  with  ten  thousand  to  meet  him 
'  thatcometh  against  him  with  twenty  thousand?" 
The  manner  in  which  this  question  is  put,  implies 
an  answer,  that  no  king  could  be  so  lost  to  his 
own  security,  and  the  interest  of  his  subjects. 
More  than  eighteen  centuries  have  rolled  away, 
since  this  interrogatory  was  put;  and  I  believe 
history,  before  the  commencement  of  the  war  in 
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which  we  are  engaged,  does  not  famish  as  with 
eridence  of  such  aa  event.  This  deed  of  mad- 
ness and  folly,  which  mocked  and  set  credulity 
at  defiance,  was  reserved  for  the  commission  of  a 
President  of  the  United  States  and  an  American 
Congress,  the  Goyernment  of  a  free  people  ! 

The  able  and  critical  examination  of  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton) 
of  the  details  of  the  bill  on  your  uble,  and  of  the 
powers  of  Congress  to  "  call  forth  the  militia," 
and  his  luminous  and  logical  argument  on  these 
points,  has  superseded  the  necessity  of  any  far- 
ther attention  to  these  topics.  He  has  exhausted 
the  subject.  Any  auxiliary  arguments  which  my 
humble  efforts  could  furnish,  in  support  of  his  po- 
sitions, would  be  like  vdUu-de  chambre  in  an 
army;  they  would  add  something  to  the  number, 
but  nothing  to  the  strength.  He  has  demonstra- 
ted, with  a  degree  of  clearness  and  perspicuity, 
which  no  unprejudiced  mind  can  resist,  that  this 
bill  provides  for  calling  forth  the  militia /or  a 
purpose  not  contemplated  bv  the  Constitution ; 
for  retaining  them,  when  called  out,  for  a  period 
not  limited  by  eitner  of  the  occasions,  on  which 
they  can  constitutionally  be  called  out ;  and  that 
the  bill  is  a  piece  of  machinery  or  instrument  of 
torture,  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution,  to  com- 
pel militiamen  to  enlist  themselves  or  procure 
others  to  enlist  into  the  regular  Army.  The  at* 
tacks  which  have  been  made  upon  his  arguments, 
may  aptly  be  compared  to  the  waves  of  the  trou- 
'  bled  sea,  dashing  against  a  mighty  rock,  and  fall- 
ing in  gentle  murmurs  at  its  foot. 

Though  I  bow  with  creat  respect  to  the  argu- 
ment of  my  honorable  friend,  upon  the  unconsti- 
tutionality of  this  bill,  and  agree  with  him  in  the 
facts  which  he  has  stated,  with  reference  to  the 
public  Treasury,  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  the  ne- 
.cessity  of  defending  the  country,  and  the  imprac- 
ticability of  doing  It  without  money,  yet  I  do  not 
accord  with  him  in  oi)inion  as  to  the  propriety 
or  the  practice  of  voting  for  all  Constitutional 
laws,  wnich  have  for  their  object  the  supplying 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  with  men 
and  money.  That  the  Treasury  is  empty,  I  ad- 
mit ;  that  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army  are  thin, 
I  believe  to  be  true ;  and  that  our  country  must  be 
defended,  in  all  events,  I  not  only  admit,  bat  af- 
firm. But.  sir,  if  all  the  parts  of  the  United  States 
are  defended,  of  course  the  whole  will  be  defend- 
ed. If  every  State  in  the  Union,  with  such  aid 
as  she  can  obtain  from  her  neighbors,  defends  her- 
self, our  whole  country  will  be  defended.  In  my 
mind,  the  resources  of  the  States  will  be  applied 
with  more  economy,  and  with  greater  efiect  in 
defence  of  the  country,  under  the  State  Govern- 
ments, than  under  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Besides,  what  assurances  have  we,  if 
funds  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, that  they  will  be  applied  in  defence 
of  the  country  1  None  at  all.  The  immense 
sums  which  have  heretofore  been  drawn  from  the 
States,  have  been  expended  with  unexampled  prof- 
ligacy, in  wild,  unsettled  projects  of  foreign  con- 
quest ;' while  the  fairest  and  most  important  parts 
of  our  country  have  been  left  defenceless.    The 


views  of  the  Administration  are  '*  to  push  the 
war  into  Canada."  Shall  we  pass  all  the  supply 
bills,  beneath  the  weight  of  which  your  table 
groans,  draw  all  the  funds  of  the  States  from 
them,  and  then  leave  them,  thus  exhausted,  to 
the  mercy  of  the  enemy  ?  This,  in  my  mind,  is 
unjust,  and  against  the  duty  which  we  owe  to 
the  States.  Money  is  as  necessary  to  their  de- 
fence; as  to  that  of  the  United  States.  Under 
these  impressions,  I  have  uniformly  voted  against 
granting  supplies  to  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  shall  continue  to  do  it,  until  I  haye 
probable  grounds  for  believing  they  will  be  judi- 
ciously applied  in  defence  of  the  country.  The 
people  of  tlie  several  States  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  protection,  unless  it  is  afforded 
them  by  the  United  States.  Shall  Massachusetts 
be  compelled  to  contribute  to  the  common  stock, 
from  which  she  is  allowed  to  draw  nothing? 
When  she  is  denied  a  reimbursement  of  necessa- 
ry expenses,  incurred  in  securing  that  protectioa 
which  the  United  Statesowes  her  and  has  refused 
to  afford,  ousht  she  to  exhaust  her  treasury,  to 
fill  that  of  the  United  States?    Surely  not. 

Before  the  debate  on  this  bill  commenced,  the 
plan  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  for  filling  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  Army,  had  been  laid  before  this 
House,  and  a  bill  founded  upon  that  plan  had 
been  reported  by  our  Military  Committee,  and 
committed  to  the  same  Committee  o(  the  whole 
House  to  which  this  bill  was  committed ;  and 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  in  the  debate 
on  this  bill,  seem  to  nave  considered  everything 
which  relates  to  calling  forth  the  militia,  or  filf 
ing  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army,  as  an  issue ; 
and  the  principles  involved  in  tlie  Secretary's 

£lan  have  been  advocated  by  some,  and  repro- 
ited  by  others,  according  to  their  several  opin- 
ions. 1  shall  therefore  make  no  apology  for  as- 
suming the  same  latitude. 

The  gentlemen  who  attempt  to  support  the 
constitutionality  of  this  bill,  and  of  the  Secreta- 
ry's plan,  contend  that  Congress,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, "  have  power  to  raise  armies,  without  lim- 
itation as  to  the  mode;"  that  the  important  and 
extensive  duties  of  "providing  for  the  common 
defence,  promoting  the  general  welfare^  and  se- 
curing the  blessiugs  of  liberty,*'  are  assigned  to 
Congress,  and  because  these  are  made  their  du- 
ties, it  is  contended  they  must  have  powers  com- 
mensurate with  them. 

Sir,  I  cannot  suppress  my  astonishment,  when 
I  hear  gentlemen  quote  the  preamble  of  our  Con- 
stitution, as  an  authority  to  exercise  the  powers 
contemplated  in  the  Secretary's  plan.  It  appears 
to  me  to  make  directly  against  them.  Under  a 
Constitution  expressly  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  blessings  of  civil  liberty,  they  claim 
the  right  of  exercising  a  power  inconsistent  with 
the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  repugnant 
to  the  genius  and  nature  of  our  GovernmenL  If 
Congress  have  such  a  power,  we  are  not  freemen. 

**  To  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty,"  are  mentioned  in  the  preamble  of  the 
Constitution  as  objects  and  ends  which  the  peo- 
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pie  had  in  view,  in  giviogthe  powers  which  (hey 
did  give,  and  not  as  a  designation  of  powers  which 
were  to  be  given.  They  were  expressed  as  an 
admonition  to  after  legislators,  how  to  exercise 
their  powers,  and  to  restrain  them  from  passing 
laws  founded  upon  such  principles  as  are  em- 
braeed  in  the  Secretary's  plan,  and  not  to  justify 
it.  ^'  The  common  defence,  general  welfare,  ana 
seenring  the  blessings  of  liberty,''  are  a  pole  star, 
or  constellation,  to  direct  Congress  in  their  course, 
and  in  the  application  of  the  powers  which  are 
expressly  given  them  by  the  Constitution.  Sir, 
I  do  not  know  of  any  express  provision  in  the 
Constitution,  that  Congress  shall  have  power  "to 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  lib- 
erty." To  say  that  Congress  have  all  powers 
which  they  may  deem  necessary  to  accomplish 
these  objects,  and  that  they  are  not  restrained  by 
the  powers  expressly  given,  is,  in  effect,  no  say 
there  is  no  limit  to  their  powers;  that  oar  Con- 
stitution is  a  mere  carte  blanche.  But,  sir,  if 
powers  were  given  in  the  general  terms  before 
mentioned,  (which,  however,  is  not  the  case,) 
and  afterwards  particular  powers  were  expressed, 
the  general  powers  would  be  controlled  and  re- 
strained by  the  special.  This  is  an  established 
rule  in  the  construction  of  all  instruments.  If  A 
gives  to  B  a  letter  of  attorney,  in  which  he  con- 
stitutes him  his  agent,  to  represent  him  in  all 
courts,  and  to  transact  all  his  concerns,  and  then 
proceeds  to  give  powers  to  do  specialacts,  in  a 
particular  manner,  the  general  powers  are  con- 
trolled and  restrained  by  the  special. 

The  true  construction  of  the  provision  in  the 
Constitution,  that  **  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  raise  and  support  armies/'  is.  that  Congress 
shall  have  authority,  or  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them 
to  do  it ;  not  that  they  may  use  power  or  force, 
to  coerce  or  compel  the  citizens  to  enter  the  reg- 
ular army.  Congress  have  power  to  establish 
post  offices  and  make  post  roads ;  but  no  person 
ever  supposed  that  they  could  chain  the  citizens 
to  wheelbarrows,  and  make  them  work  against 
their  will.  The  power  of  Congress  to  raise  ar- 
mies must  be  exercised  in  such  a  manner  as  is 
consistent  with  the  people  enjoying  "  the  bless- 
ings of  civil  liberty.'' 

Though  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
cannot  claim  any  power  by  implication  or  con- 
struction,' being  prohibited  from  doing  it  by  the 
Constitution,  yet  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the 
State  governments  or  the  people.  It  is  admissi- 
ble and  fair  to  infer  what  they  meant  to  reserve 
in  one  case,  by  what  they  refuse  to  give  in  an- 
other. That  the  people  and  the  States  did  not 
intend  to  ^ive  Congress  power  by  force  to  com- 
pel the  citizens,  our  fathers,  brothers,  and  chil- 
dren, to  enter  the  regular  Army,  destined  for  for- 
eign conquest,  under  United  States'  officers,  is 
clearly  to  be  inferred,  from  their  refusing  to  place 
the  militia  under  United  States'  officers  when 
forced  into  the  service,  even  in  case  of  invasion, 
the  most  pressing  exigency  that  can  possibly  hap- 
pen. 

What  powers  the  people  and  the  several  States 


thought  it  was  necessary  to  eive  to  Congress,  and 
what  they  did  give,  is  to  be  learned  from  the  spi- 
rit of  the  times  in  which  the  Constitution  was 
formed,  from  the  views  and  motives  which  in- 
duced the  people  to  form  it,  and  from  a  fair  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  itself,  taking  it  all 
together. 

When  the  Constitution  was  formed  and  adopt- 
ed, a  Jealousy  of  the  military  power  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  a  caution  as  to  what  they  should 
part  with,  were  predominant  feelings  in  the  peo- 
ple of  all  the  States.  A  consolidated  military 
Government  was  the  object  of  fearful  apprehen- 
sions. The  State  Governments  had  been  tried, 
and  were  familiar  to  the  people,  and  a  more  gen- 
eral confidence  was  placed  in  them  than  that  of 
the  United  States,  of  which  they  had  made  no 
experiment.  The  *' blessings  of  civil  liberty" 
were  thought  much  more  secure,  without  giving 
to  Congress  an  unlimited  power  of  the  sword, 
than  they  would  be  if  that  were  the  case.  Let 
the  people  of  Massachusetts  have  been  told,  that 
Congress,  if  the  Constitution  were  adopted,  would 
have  power  to  raise  regular  armies,  against  the 
opinion  of  their  State  Legislature,  for  foreign 
conquest,  or  any  other  purpose,  and  that  their 
parents,  themselves,  ancl  their  children,  could  be 
forced  into  the  ranks,  under  the  command  of  Uni- 
ted States'  officers,  and  be  subject  to  martial  law, 
and  the  discipline,  severity,  and  the  privations  of 
a  camp ;  and  the  Constitution,  instead  of  being 
suffered  to  lie  on  the  table  lor  consideration, 
would  have  been  thrown  under  it.  They  would 
hare  said,  we  have  fought  for  *'  the  blessings  of 
civil  liberty,"  and  we  will  not  adopt  a  Constitu- 
tion which  will  seal  our  slavery.  The  people  of 
Massachusetts  would  have  said,  on  such  an  oc- 
casion, what  the  people  of  Virginia  did  on  one 
less  warrantable,  '^  We  will  secede  from  the  Union. 
'  and  be  left  to  the  protection  and  government  of 
*  a  hundred  thousand  free  independent  citizens." 

In  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
a  hedge  was  intended  to  be  set  about  the  citizens 
of  the  several  States,  to  guard  them  against  the 
incursions  of  the  military  powers  of  the  United 
States.  The  wisdom  of  that  precaution  is  now 
manifest.  If  the  United  States  could  command 
the  military  power  of  all  the  States,  they  would 
endanger  and  could  easily  destroy  any  individual 
State.  This  was  foreseen,  and  the  power  with- 
holden.  Even  the  qualified  authority  which  is 
given  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  '^  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions," 
requires  that  the  soldiers  should  be  placed  under 
officers  appointed  by  the  States.  This  reserva- 
tion was  made  by  the  States  to  guard  their  citi- 
zen soldiers  against  oppressive  power,  to  secure 
to  the  State  Governments  the  attachment  of  the 
officers,  and  guard  the  State  against  a  misappli- 
cation of  their  military  force,  and  prevent  it  from 
bfeing  turned  against  tnem.  Can  any  one  believe 
when  the  people,  in  case  of  invasion,  the  most 
trying  emergency  which  can  happen,  ^ve  the 
United  States  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  un- 
der State  officers  only,  that  they  intended  to  pat 
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the  whole  people  of  the  severai  States  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Governmeot  of  the  United  States, 
and  expose  them  to  be  forced  into  the  regular 
Afiuy,  under  United  States'  officers,  in  whose 
appointment  they  had  no  agency,  and  under 
whose  command  they  would  find  no  mercj ;  and 
this  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  conquest  ?  No, 
sir)  It  is  a  doctrine  too  absurd  and  inconsistent 
to  find  support  in  any  unprejudiced  mind.  We 
may  as  well  suppose  that  they  would  bare  irem- 
Ued  at  the  yelping  of  a  lapdog,  and  felt  no  ter- 
rors at  the  roaring  of  lions )  that  they  would  hare 
strained  at  a  gnat  and  swallowed  a  camel. 

All  those  who  labor  to  support  the  right  of 
Congress  to  exercise  the  powers  contemplated  in 
the  Secretary's  plan,  in  my  mind,  fall  into  one 
common  error.  Instead  of  considering  the  Qot- 
emment  of  the  United  States  as  a  Gorernment 
of  limited  jurisdiction^  possessing  snch  powers 
only  as  are  expressly  giren,  they  consider  it  as  a 
Government  of  general  jurisdiction,  and  as  bar- 
ing all  powers  which  are  not  denied. 

All  powers  not  expressly  giren  to  Congrees  by 
the  Constitution,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  to 
the  people.  If  the  powers  given  are  not  adequate 
to  the  public  exigencies  (which  I  do  not  admit  to 
be  the  case,)  it  is  not  the  fault  of  Congress,  who 
are  the  mere  agents  of  the  people,  and  accounta- 
ble to  them  for  the  fair  and  faithful  exercise  of 
aoch  powers  only  as  are  given  to  them.  To  say 
that  it  is  necessary,  or  highly  convenient  to  the 
defence  of  the  country,  that  Congress  should 
have  the  powers  contemplated  in  the  Secretary's 
plan,  and  therefore,  that  they  have  them,  is  very 
illogical.  It  is  like  arguing  from  right  to  fact, 
or  trom  fact  to  right,  which  is  never  admissible; 
Whether  or  not  it  would  have  been  better,  accord- 
ing to  the  ideas  which  the  majority  now  seem  to 
have,  that  the  United  States  should  haye  been 
consolidated,  and  the  independence  of  the  States 
annihilated,  and  Congress  possess  all  power,  even 
the  power  of  acting  immediately  upon  the  people 
for  all  military  and  civil  purposes,  it  is  of  no  im- 
portance to  inquire.  We  do  not  sit  here  to  alter 
the  Constitution,  or  make  a  new  one,  bnt  to  ad- 
minister it,  according  to  its  form  and  efiect,  as  the 
people,  from  whom  all  power  proceeds,  and  for 
whose  benefit  it  is  to  be  exercised,  have  made  it. 

For  the  purposes  of  defence,  the  State  Gov- 
ernments have  a  right  to  command  the  services 
of  all  their  citizens  who  are  able  to  render  any ; 
but  no  Government  under  heaven  has  a  right  to 
compel  the  citizens  of  our  country  to  enter  the 
regular  Army,  under  United  States'  officers,  for 
the  purpose  of  '*  pushing  the  war  into  Canada,'^ 
or  for  the  purpose  of  any  foreign  conquest,  what- 
ever* Snch  a  power  is  at  war  with  the  vital  spi- 
rit of  our  Constitution,  and  the  first  principles  of 
eivil  liberty. 

Sir,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Secreta- 
ry's plan,  and  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which 
have  been  attempted  to  be  defended  in  the  pres- 
ent debate,  the  soldiers  may  be  wholly  drawn 
from  one  section  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
officers  appointed  from  another.  The  legislators, 
the  judges,  and  the  freemen  of  the  Basteni  States, 


I  against  their  consent,  may  be  placed  under  the 
command  of  minions  aod  striplings  from  distant 
States.  This  may  be  thought  to  be  a  vision  of 
fancy,  a  delusion  of  the  mind ;  but.  judging  from 
appointments  which  have  heretofore  been  made, 
we  could  not  expect  that  more  attention  would 
be  paid  to  our  feelings  or  our  interest,  in  a  eer* 
tain  section  of  our  country,  than  such  a  state  of 
things  would  exhibit.  As  I  am  unwilling  to  be 
thought  to  make  railing  accusations,  without  ev- 
idence to  support  them,  I  shall  trouble  the  House 
with  the  statement  of  a  few  facts,  which  faily 
maintain  the  suggestions  which  I  have  made. 

Not  to  mention  the  embarrassments  experienced 
by  Massachusetts  in  defending  against  the  enemy 

f  which  have  been  fully  stated  by  my  honorable 
riend,*Mr.  King)  arising  from  the  President's 
sendittf^  a  General,  in  whom  the  Gk>vernment  of 
the  United  States  had  practically  said  they  had 
no  confidence,  to  command  on  one  of  the  most 
important  stations,  the  case  of  Colonel  Loring 
ought  not  to  pass  uvnotieed.  Some  few  years 
since,  he  commanded  a  company  of  militia  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  and  was  chargeable  with  many 
actK  of  insubordination  and.  unmilitary  conduct, 
for  which  he  was  arrested.  As  a  military  man, 
he  was  a  common  mover  of  sedition  and  disor- 
der. A  court  martial  was  legally  appointed,  and 
consieted  of  officers  of  both  political  parties.  By 
the  unanimous  voice  of  the  court,  he  was  found 
guilty,  and  by  their  sentence  disqualified  for  hold- 
ing any  military  office  (if  I  mistake  not)  for  five 
years ;  and  the  sentence  was  approved  by  the  sv- 
preme  Executive  of  MassaehusHts.  Before  this 
disability  was  removed,  he  received  a  colonel's 
commission  from  the  President,  and  was  sent  to 
exercise  his  command  in  the  very  section  in  which 
he  had  received  his  sentence  of  disqualification, 
and,  as  I  have  been  informedjOver  one  of  the  of- 
ficers who  sat  on  his  triaL  This  was  an  aifront 
and  an  insnl^  to  the  constituted  authorities  of 
Massachusetts,  and  to  power  legally  exercised ; 
and  while  the  President  thus  pracUses  himself, 
he  cannot  expect  that  his  authority  and  jurisdic- 
tion will  be  respected  by  others.  The  embamss^ 
ments  which  the  appointments  to  which  I  allode 
oocauoned  to  the  Government  of  Massachusetts, 
in  their  late  measures  of  defence,  were  raueh  more 
than  a  counterbalance  for  uiy  aid  they  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Government  of  theUotted  States. 
The  express  provision  in  the  Constitution,  that 
the  States  shall  appoint  the  officers  of  the  militia, 
when  called  into  actual  service,  is  considered  as 
a  strong  argument  against  the  right  of  ConsreBs 
to  exercise  the  powers  contemplated  in  the  Sec- 
retary's plan,  and  the  train  of  reasoning  he  has 
adopted  to  get  over  it  is  extraordinary  indeed. 
He  admits  that  if  the  mode  of  raising  an  army 
which  he  proposes,  "  draws  men  from  the  militia 
service  and  places  them  under  regular  officers,  the 
principles  ol  the  Constitution  are  violated*"  In 
the  execution  of  the  Secretary's  plan,  men  will 
be  forcibly  drawn  from  the  militia  and  placed  ia 
the  regular  Army,  under  the  United  States'  offi- 
cers. This  I  hold  to  be  indispuubly  the  case. 
Thegroonda  upon  which  it  is  contended  tbateuch 
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will  not  be  the  operation  of  the  Secretary's  plao, 
are,  that  the  meo  are  drawa  froiii  the  population 
of  the  country,  and  not  from  the  militia. 

Sir,  does  not  the  population  of  the  country  em- 
braee  the  militia?  Is  it  not  a  well  settled  maxim 
in  philosophy,  law,  and  common  sense,  that  the 
greater  contains  the  less,  and  that  the  whole  em- 
braces all  the  parts  ?  If  one  part,  and  that  from 
which  military  force  would  most  probably  be  at- 
tempted to  be  drawn,  is  guarded  and  secured  oy 
the  Constitution,  can  you  uke  the  whole  without 
violating  the  provision  whch  secures  the  part  1 
Certainly  you  cannot.  The  population  of  the 
country  embraces  the  militiai  and  more  also ;  and 
because  the  power  proposed  to  be  exercised  is  not 
limited  tothe  militia, it  is  said  to  beConstitutiooal| 
though  it  is  admitted  that  it  would  not  be  so  if  it 
were  thus  limited.  If  you  cannot  touch  a  part, 
unksa  it  be  mtb.modo,  you  cannot  touch  the  whole, 
which  includes  that  part,  unless  it  be  subject  to 
the  same  limitation.  But,  sir,  Congress  hare  no 
power  over  the  population,  for  military  purposes, 
excepttag  it  be  "  to  organize  them  as  militia,  and 
arm  and  discipline  them,"  and  when  thus  organ* 
ia»d,  to  call  tbem  fortbfor  the  purposes  expressed 
Ygf  the  Constitution,  under  officers  appointed  by 
the  States. 

If  the  bill  on  your  table  is  unconstitutional,  re- 
sistance is  not  only  lawful,  but  it  is  a  duty.  To 
resist  usurped  power,  is  as  bigh  a  duty  as  to  sub- 
nit  to  power  lawfully  exercised ;  and  the  freemea 
of  the  East  will  much  sooner  incur  the  penalties 
of  an  unconstitutional  law,  than  the  guilt  of 
tfeaohery  to  their  country  and  posteritjf.  We 
Imve  heard,  much  from  some  of  the  rosjority,  "  of 
tlM  power  of  Qovernment,  of  rebellion,  and  of 
cffisis."  Sir,  far  be  it  from  me  to  do  anything  to 
invite  or  hasten  crises,  but  if  they  are  forced  upon 
the.citizensof  this  country,  when  they  are  defend- 
iBg  "  the  blessings  of  civil  liberty,"  they  will  be 
met  with  that  fortitude  which  conscious  integrity 
iaspirea,  and  the  power  of  the  Gh)vernment,  exerted 
ia  an  oojiist  cause,  will  be  found  to  be  impotent. 

9rom  the  languayeof  somegentlemen,  I  should 
snppoaetbey  imagta?,  that  persons  in  authority 
have. a  right  to  use  any  powers  which  thjsy  may 
deem  necessary  to  accomplish  lawful  ends,  and 
are  not  reBtrained  or  limited  to  Constitutional 
means,  and  that  resistaaee,  in  all  cases,  would  be 
fehellloa. 

''  Whoever  in  authority,"  said  the  great  Mr. 
Loeke^ "  exceeds  his  powers,  acts  without  author- 
ity, and  may  be  opposed  as  any  other  man  who 
invades  rights."  upon  its  being  observed,  that 
^  to  tell  the  people  they  ma^  oppose  power  when 
perverted  or  misapplied,  will  lead  to  rebellion," 
the  same  sreat  man  replied,  "  you  may  as  well 
say,  to  telThobest  men  they  may  oppose  robbers 
and  pirates  will  lead  to  disorder  and  bloodshed." 
When  the  famous  Seldeo  was  asked,  '^  by  what 
statutes,  resistance  to  tyraiiny  could  be  justified," 
kaanswoced :  "It  ia  to  be  justified  by  the  custom 
and  usage  of  Bagland,  which  is  the  law  of  the 
land."  ^'  We  are  to  support  the  Crown,"  saja 
Bolingbroke,  ''  with  onr  lives  and  fortunes,  while 
it  keepa  within  hounds,  and  pcotecta  us,  and  no 


longer."  ^*  This  is  so  well  settled,"  as  he  expresses 
it,  '^that  conscience  has  no  occasion  to  battle 
with  the  understanding."  "  A  King,"  says  Mc 
Erskine,  "  has  no  more  authority  to  exceed  his 
power,  than  a  constable."  If  Oorernment  usurp 
a  power,  not  given  by  the  Constitution,  they  are 
wrong  doers,  and  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

In  the  Secretary's  explanatory  observations,  it 
IS  said,  that  **  Congress  had  a  right,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, to  raise  regular  armies,  and  no  restraint 
is  imposed  in  the  exercise  of  it;"  that  ^it  would 
be  absurd  to  suppose  that  Congress  could  not  car- 
ry this  power  into  effect,  otherwise  than  by  ac- 
cepting the  voluntarv  services  of  individuals" — 
and  that  **  it  might  happen  that  an  army  could 
not  be  raised  in  that  mode,  whence  the  power 
would  have  been  granted  in  vain." 

Sir,  it  wilt  never  happen  in  a  country  like  ours, 
that  a  wise  and  proviaent  Administration  cannot 
raise  an  army,  without  resorting  to  force,  when 
the  interest  of  the  nation  requires^that  they  should 
have  one.  In  a  war  just,  necessary,  and  expedi- 
ent, add  wisely  conducted,  one  in  which  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  are  engaged,  armies  will  be 
raised  with  great  facility.  In  any  other  war  the 
Government  ought  not  to  have  an  army.  Our 
Government  is  a  Government  of  the  people,  was 
made  for  the  people,  for  the  good  of  the  many, 
and  not  to  support  the  pride,  the  weak  or  wicked 
policy,  or  the  pasaioas  of  the  few.  War  never 
ought  to  be  declared  bv  a  Goverament  like  ours, 
excepting  for  causes  of  such  magnitude,  and  for 
injuries  of  sueh  a  nature,  as  to  cause  a  general 
excitement.  After  having  legislated  for  years 
upon  principles  hostile  to  the  intesests  of  the 
people,  and  destructive  of  their  attachment  to 
the  Gh)vernment,  to  expect  that  the  people  would 
rally  round  the  Government,  and  fight  with  en- 
thusiasm, betrays  a  want  of  knowledga  of  men^ 
and  of  the  nature  of  our  free  institutions. 

The  Secretary  further  observes,  that  ^long 
'  continued  invajsions,  conducted  by  well  disci* 
'  plined  troops,  can  best  be  repelled  by  troops 

<  kept  oonscantlv  in  the  field,  and  equally  well 

<  disciplined;"  that  '*the  fram'ers  of  the  Consti* 
'  tutioD,  and  the  States  who  ratified  it,  knew  the 
*  advantage  which  an  enemy  might  have  over 
'  us  by  regular  forces,  and  intended  to  plaoe  their 

<  country  on  an  equal  footing;"  and  so  he  con- 
cludes the  Government  have  a  right  to  raise  such 
troops  by  compulsion. 

U  our  Government  can  adopt  such  reasooing 
as  this,  and  reduce  it  to  practice,  our  citizens  wiU 
soon  find  themselves  in  chains  of  despotism. 
"  The  framers  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  States 
who  adopted  it,"  also  well  knew  that  an  attack 
made  upon  our  country  by  the  energies  and  uo* 
divided  eSbrls  of  a  foreign  despot,  oould  moat, 
efifeotually  be  resisted  by  despotic  and  arbitrary 
power ;  and  it  may  as  ntirly  be  contended  that, 
in  time  of  war,  it  was  intended  by  ^<the  framera 
of  the  Constitution,"  that  the  President,  to  whom 
the  command  of  the  Army  and  Navy  is  given, 
should  have  all  the  power  of  a  Roman  Dictator. 
No  doubt  if  one  individual  wielded  the  whole 
phyaical  force,  and  commanded  the  whole  re- 


916 


HISTORY  OF  CONaBBSS, 


916 


H.  OP  R, 


Militia  DraughU. 


Dbcbmbbr,  1814. 


sources  of  the  country,  in  time  of  war,  we  could 
more  successfully  invade  foreign  countries,  and 
more  promptly  defend  our  own.  **  The  pace  of 
snail,'^  in  which  the  American  Congress  moves, 
is  not  well  suited  to  the  energies  and  quick-time 
step  of  military  operations.  But  with  power  in 
the  President,  so  well  suited  to  war,  what  would 
become  of  us  in  peace  ?  We  might  then  be  op- 
pressed with  as  much  facility  as  we  could  be 
defended  in  war.  To  guard  against  oppression, 
the  powers  of  Qovernment  are  wisely  limited  by 
the  people,  and  every  branch  of  the  Government, 
at  their  peril,  must  keep  within  the  bounds  pre- 
scribed. If  we  have  free  institutions,  and  enjoy 
^Uhe  blessings  of  civil  liberty,"  we  cannot  pos- 
sess all  the  despotic  energies  in  war.  This  our 
Government  ought  to  have  considered  before 
war  was  declared.  . 

'The  President,  through  his  Ministry,  declares 
to  us  *'  that  the  nature  of  the  crisis  in  .which  we 
'  are  involved,  and  the  extent  of  our  danger,  re- 

*  quire  particular  attention ;  that  we  are  contend- 
^  ing  for  existence,  and  must  make  great  exer- 
^  tions,  and  suffer  great  sacrifices;  that  we  are 
'  called  upon  for  a  display  of  all  that  patriotism 

*  which  distinguished  us  in  the  first  great  strug- 
'  gle;  that  we  must  relinquish  no  right,  or  perish 
'  in  the  struggle." 

Is  this  a  true  picture  of  the  state  of  our  coun- 
try ?  Are  we  contending  for  existence  7  Are  we 
called  upon  for  a  display  of  those  spasms  of  patri- 
otism exhibited  in  our  great  struggle?  How 
came  we  in  this  situation?  By  whose  agency, 
aod  for  what  causes,  were  we  thus  involved? 
The  same  Government,  the  same  men,  involved 
us  in  the  war,  which  is  the  cause  of  all  the  evils 
and  calamities  which  await  us,  who  now  tell  us 
and  the  world,  that  the  principle  in  support  of 
which  they  said  the  war  was  declared  is  not 
worth  a  serious  contest.  The  same  men  who 
now  call  upon  us  to  surrender  our  lives,  our  per- 
sonal liberty,  our  children,  and  everything  which 
is  dear  to  us,  to  extricate  our  country  from  the 
state  of  wretchedness  in  which  they  have  in- 
Tolved  us,  now,  in  effect,  admit,  that  after  the 
revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  there 
was  no  adequate  cause  for  prosecuting  the  war. 
It  is  true,  as  is  said,  after  the  peace  in  Europe, 
the  principles  ,of  impressment,  for  which  our 
enemy  contend,  "will  nave  no  practical  effect;" 
but  what  were  we  told  when  the  war  was  de- 
clared ?  It  was  then  resounded  from'  one  end  of 
the  continent  to  the  other,  that  the  war  was  a 
war  for  principle ;  that  sailors'  rights  were  to  be 
established  on  a  basis  eternal.  No  man  supposed, 
from  the  representations  of  the  supporters  of  the 
war.  that  the  blood  and  treasure  which  were  ex- 
pended were  to  avert  the  current  sufferings  by 
impressment  during  the  war  in  Europe.  Every 
one  knew  that  the  evils  of  one  year  of  war 
would  be  greater  than  those  of  a  century,  result- 
ing from  impressment,  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  practised  when  the  war  was  declared.  Gen- 
tlemen may  disguise  it  as  they  will,  still  the  pas- 
sions, the  ieelings,  and  the  motives  which  led  to 
the  war,  will  be  rightly  apprehended  and  fully 


understood  by  our  enlightened  cttisens.  Sir, 
the  causes  of  the  war,  the  motives  which  in- 
fluenced our  Government  when  they  declared 
it,  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  everything  rela- 
ting to  these  subjects,  have  become  to  me  ex- 
tremely disgusting.  I  have  no  pleasure  in  enter- 
ing upon  them,  even  for  the  purpose  of  justly 
reproaching  the  authors  of  the  war,  though  the 
baneful  effects  of  it  meet  my  eyes  in  every  direc- 
tion. But,  sir,  when  I  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  say,  ^'he  had  not  the  honor  of 
voting  for  the  war,  not  being  a  member  when  it 
was  declared;"  when  I  hear  him  speak  of  ^  a 
morbid  neutrality."  and  hear  him  ask  *^  what  sit- 
uation would  our  country  have  been  in  had  war 
not  been  declared?"  implying  that  he  thinks  the 
war  a  blessing ;  when  I  view  the  picture  of  the 
distresses  of  our  country,  as  described  by  the 
Government ;  when  I  look  around  upon  my  fel- 
low-citizens and  neighbors,  and  contrast  their 
present  with  their  situation  before  the  war;  when 
I  see  persons  and  families  who  were  then  in 
flourishing  and  happy  circumstances,  moving 
over  the  earth  in  a  step  so  light  as  scarcely  to 
touch  it — when  I  see  the  same  persons,  in  conse- 
quence of  disasters  which  have  grown  out  of  the 
war,  now  moving  in  the  solemn  step  of  a  funeral 
procession,  poor  as  death,  and  gloomy  as  the 
grave ;  when  I  behold  the  silence  of  midnight 

gervade  our  commercial  cities,  where  the  busy 
um  of  industry  was  heard  in  every  street,  I 
cannot  repress  my  feelings.  Many  tears  of  blood 
have  been  shed  in  consequence  of  the  war,  and 
scenes  have  been  acted,  which  none  but  minds 
blinded  by  infatuation,  and  hearts  impenetrable 
by  pity,  and  insensible  to  feelings  ot  remorse, 
can  contemplate  without  horror.  Those  who 
think  that  the  happiness  of  the  people  deserves 
more  consideration  than  the  pride  of  mistaken 
rulers  will  readily  admit  that  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  war  was  declared.* 

*The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  cele- 
brated patriot,  Edmund  BuriLe,  to  the  sherift  of  Bris- 
tol, on  American  affaurs,  in  1777,  needs  no  comment 
to  show  their  application  to  the  supporters  and  oppos- 
ers  of  the  present  war : 

"  Indeed  our  affairs  are  in  a  bad  condition.  I  do 
assure  those  gentlemen  who  have  prayed  for  war,  and 
obtained  the  blessing  they  have  sought,  that  they  are 
at  this  instant  in  veiy  great  straits. 

**  The  events  of  this  war  are  of  so  much  greater 
magnitude  than  those  who  either  wished  or  feared  it, 
ever  looked  for,  that  this  alone  ought  to  fill  every  con- 
siderate mind  with  anxiety  and  diffidence.  Wise  men 
often  tremble  at  the  very  things  which  fill  the  thought- 
less with  security.  Whether  you  are  yet  wholly  out 
of  danger  from  them  is  more  than  I  know,  or  than, 
your  rulers  can  divine ;  but  even  if  I  were  certain  of 
my  safety,  I  could  not  easily  forgive  those  who  had 
brought  me  into  the  most  dreadful  perils,  because  by 
accidents,  unforeseen  by  them  or  me,  I  have  escaped. 
A  conscientious  man  would  be  cautious-  how  he  dealt 
in  blood ;  he  woold  feel  some  apprehensions  of  being 
called  to  a  tremendous  account,  for  engaging  in  so 
deep  a  play,  without  any  sort  of  knowledge  of  the 
game.  I  cannot  conceive  any  existence  under  Heaven, 
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We  are  told  "  that  the  result  of  the  contest  can- 
not be  doubtful."  If  further  contest  must  take 
pUc^  it  is  my  wish  that  the  prediction  may  prove 
true.  But  I  want  something  more  to  rest  my 
hopes  upon  than  the  prophecies  of  the  present 
Administration,  or  their  ability  to  conduct  the 
war.  Their  predictions,  heretofore,  have  proved 
illusory  and  vain  ;  and  I  believe  history  does  not 
furnish  an  example  of  funds  so  extensive  being 
expended,  and  means  so  extensive  exhausted,  and 
so  little  effect  produced.  If  the  Administration 
have  the  talents  requisite  for  conducting  the  war, 
why  has  not  more  been  done?  It  is  said  that  this 
is  a  war  of  the  nation,  and  not  of  a  party ;  that 
a  great  majority  of  the  people,  the  substantial 
yeomanry,  the  physical  strength  of  the  country, 
are  with  the  Government.  All  the  laws  have 
been  passed  for  raising  men  and  money,  which 
the  supporters  of  the  war  have  required.  If  the 
war  is  popular,  at  least  four  millions  of  people,  a 
greater  number  than  the  whole  population  of  the 
country  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  must  be  heart 
and  hand  with  the  Administration.  The  purses, 
even  of  the  Oppositioo,  have  been  open  to  the 

(which  in  the  depths  of  its  wisdom  tolerates  all  sorts 
of  things,}  that  it  is  more  truly  odious  and  disgusting, 
than  an  impotent,  helpless  creature,  without  civil  wis- 
dom, or  military  skill,  bloated  with  prido  and  arro- 
gance, calling  for  battles  which  he  is  not  to  fight,  con- 
tending for  a  dominion  which  he  can  never  exercise, 
and  satisfied  to  be  himself  mean  and*  miserable,  in 
order  to  render  others  wretched. 

"  If  yon  and  I  find  our  talents  not  of  the  great  and 
ruling  kind,  oor  condnct  at  least  is  conformable  to  our 
faculties.  No  man's  life  pays  the  forfeit  of  our  rash- 
ness. No  desolate  widow  weeps  tears  of  blood  over 
our  arrogance. 

<*  I  know  many  have  been  taught  to  think  that  mod* 
eration  in  a  case  like  this  is  a  sort  of  treason,  and  that 
all  arguments  for  it  are  sufficiently  answered  by 
charging  all  the  present  or  future  miseries  which  we 
may  suler  on  the  resbtanee  of  our  brethren.  But  I 
would  wish  them  in  this  grave  matter,  and  if  peace  is 
not  wholly  removed  from  their  hearts,  to  consioer  seri- 
ously that  to  criminate  and  recriminate  never  yet  was 
tlie  road  to  reconciliation  in  any  difference  among 
men.  If  measures  of  peace  are  necessary,  they  must 
begin  somewhere;  and  a  conciliatory  temper  must 

§  recede  and  prepare  every  plan  of  reconciliation.  Nor 
o  I  conceive  that  we  suffer  anything  by  thus  regula- 
ting our  minds ;  we  are  not  disarmed  by  being  disen- 
dmibered  of  our  passions.  This  outrageous  language 
which  has  been  encouraged,  and  kept  alive  by  every 
art,  has  already  done  incredible  mischief.  ^ 

<'If  I  had  not  lived  long  enough  to  be  little  sur- 
prised at  anything,  I  should  have  been  in  some  degree 
astonished  at  the  continued  rage  of  several  gentle- 
men, who,  not  satisfied  with  carrying  fire  and  sword 
into  another  country,  are  animated  nearly  with  the 
same  fury  against  those  neighbors  of  theirs,  whose 
only  crime  it  is  that  they  have  charitably  and  humane- 
ly wished  tiiem  to  entertain  more  reasonable  senti- 
ments, and  not  dways  to  sacrifice  their  interest  to 
theur  passion.  All  this  rage  against  unresisting  dis- 
sent, convinces  me  that  at  bottom  they  are  &r  from 
satisfied  they  are  in  the  right.  For  what  is  it  they 
would  have  ?    A  war !    They  certainly  have,  at  this 


supporters  of  the  war.  as  far  as  they  would  draw 
upon  their  owo.  If  tne  statements  of  the  major- 
ity are  true,  the  results  of  three  campaigns,  and 
the  existing  state  of  things,  most  clearly  show  a 
want  of  talents  in  the  Qovernment  to  call  forth 
and  apply  the  resources  of  the  country. 

The  {'resident,  through  his  Minister,  says: 
^^  The  United  States  must  give  up  no  right,  or 
perish  in  the  struggle.'' 

These  were  not  the  sentiments  of  Alexander 
the  Deliverer,at  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit;  and  we  have 
seen  the  fruits  and  effects  of  the  wisdom  of  Ro- 
manzoff,  in  negotiation  that  treaty,  wonderfully 
displayed  in  the  battle  of  Borodino,  and  in  the 
after  events  of  Europe.  No  wise  Government, 
despotic  or  republican,  ever  held  such  language, 
or  practised  upon  sucn  a  principle.  A  mad  ad- 
herence to  this  principle  hurried  Bonaparte  from 
the  government  of  the  fairest  part  of  Europe  to 
that  speck  of  creation,  the  island  of  Elba.  What, 
yield  nothing !  give  up  no  right,  however  unim- 
portant, even  to  quiet  the  reasonable  fears  of  our 
enemy !  not  even  be  at  peace  with  '^  our  red 
brethren,"  and  suffer  those  children  of  nature  to 


moment,  the  blessmg  of  something  that  is  very  like 
one.  Is  it  the  force  of  the  nation  &ey  call  for  1  they 
have  it  already ;  and  if  they  choose  to  fight  their  bat- 
tles in  their  own  persons  nobody  prevents  their  raaseh- 
ing  with  the  next  expedition.  Do  they  think  the  ser- 
vice is  stinted  for  the  want  of  liberal  supplies  1  Indeed 
they  complain  without  reason.  The  table  of  the 
House  wiU  glut  them,  let  their  appetite  for  expense  bo 
ever  so  keen. 

"  In  order  to  produce  this  favorite  unanimity  in  de- 
lusion, and  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  a  return  to 
our  ancient  happy  concord,  arguments  for  our  con- 
tinuance in  this  course  are  drawn  from  the  wretched 
situation  itself  into  which  we  have  been  betrayed.  It 
is  said  that,  being  at  war,  all  the  policy  we  have  left  is 
to  strengthen  the  hand  of  Qovernment.  On  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  argument,  the  more  mischieft  we  suffiur 
from  Administration,  the  more  our  trust  in  it  is  to  be 
confirmed. 

**  Let  them  but  once  get  us  into  a  war,  and  then 
their  power  is  safe,  and  an  act  of  oblivion  passed  for 
all  their  misconduct  Accordingly,  the  least  resistanee 
to  power  appears  more  inexcusable  in  their  eyes  than 
the  great  abuses  of  authority.  All  dread  of  a  stand- 
ing militaiy  force,  is  looked  upon  as  a  superstitious 
panic ;  and  we  ate  taught  to  believe  that  a  desire  of 
domineering  over  our  countrymen  is  love  to  our 
country. 

*<  It  is  impossible  that  we  should  remain  long  in  a 
situation  which  breeds  such  notions  and  dispositions 
without  some  great  alteration  in  the  national  charac- 
ter. Many  things  have  been  long  operating  towards 
a  gradual  change  in  our  principles ;  but  this  war  has 
done  more  in  a  few  years  than  all  the  other  causes 
could  have  effected  in  a  century.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
on  its  own  separate  account,  but  because  of  its  at- 
tendant circumstances,  that  I  consider  its  continuance, 
or  its  ending  in  any  way  but  that  of  an  honorable 
and  liberal  accommodation,  as  the  greatest  evil  that 
can  befall  us ;  for  that  reason  I  entreat  you,  again  and 
again,  neither  to  be  persuaded,  shamed,  or  frighted 
out  of  the  principles  that  have  hitherto  led  so  many  of 
you  to  abhor  the  war." 
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eajoy  uodistarbed,  a  small  porUon  of  the  Uods 
which  the  G(od  of  natare  gave  them  I  The 
proudest  Mooarchs,  in  (heir  proudest  days,  have 
ofteD,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  giveu  up  rights  not 
important  to  their  security,  to  quiet  the  fears  of 
a  weaker  neighbor.  Louis  XIV,  when  more  pow- 
erful than  anv  Monarch  ia  Europe,  for  the  sake 
of  peace,  ana  to  quiet  the  fears  of  the  English 
and  Dutch,  agreed  to  destroy  his  fortifications  at 
Dunkirk.  The  English,  when  they  were  con- 
querors, to  obtain  peace,  and  <)uiet  the  fears  of 
Spain,  agreed  to  demolish  iheir  forts  near  the 
Bay  of  Honduras.  No  wise  Qovernment,  to 
avoid  a  present  contest,  will  surrender  rights 
which  will  weaken  itself  essentially;  or  give  an 
accession  of  power  to  its  enemy  wliich  will  ope- 
rate a  serious  disadvantage  in  future  contests. 
These  general  observations  I  have  thought  it  not 
improper  to  make;  as  negotiation  for  peace  is 
pending,  I  will  not  be  more  particular . 

Sir,  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  reproaches 
which  have  been  cast  upon  the  Government  and 
people  of  Massachusetts,  for  suffering  a  part  of 
her  territory  to  be  captured,  and  hitherto  to  re- 
main in  possession  of  the  enemy.  It  is  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  the  censure  comes  from  mem- 
bers of  a  Qovernment  to  whom  she  has  paid  the 
price  of  protection,  and  from  whom  she  has  a 
right  to  demand  it.  It  is  owing  to  the  improvi- 
dence of  the.  Qovernment  of  the  United  States 
that  the  enemy ^  now  possesses  the  territonr  to 
which  allusion  is  had.  A  small  portion  of  the 
millions  drawn  from  Massachusetts,  and  wasted 
bjr  dishonest  agents,  or  expended  in  mad  projects, 
if  It  had  been  laid  out  in  building  fortifications, 
and  placing  garrisons  in  them,  would  have  pre- 
vented even  a  temporary  loss  of  this  territory. 
If  the  United  States  declare  to  New  England 
that  they  cannot  protect  them,  and  that  alt  ex- 
pectations of  the  General  Government  doing 
their  duty  are  m,ere  delusions,  Massachusetts  wiU 
use  her  means  to  better  purposes  than  the  United 
States  have  employed  them.  Since  the  adop- 
tion of  tb«  Constitution,  more  so^ney  has  been 
received  from  M«ssachusetts  by  the  United  States 
than  they  have  been  able  to  beg  of  borrow^  even 
at  an  enormous  premium^  of  their  partisans  and 
supporters ;  in  return  for  which,  for  twelve  years 
past,  she  has  receivednothing  but  injuries.  More- 
over, the  place  invaded  is  nearly  three  hundred 
miles  from  Massachusetts  proper,  and  her  whole 
intermediate  seacoast,  three  hundred  miles  in  ex- 
tent, has  been  left  unprotected  by  the  United 
States,  whose  duty  it  was  to  provide  for  their 
defence ;  and  even  her  capital,  daily  in  expecta- 
tion of  invasion,  was  wholly  neglected  by  the 
General  Government.  In  this  situation  it  did 
not  comport  with  the  wisdom  and  sound  policy 
of  the  supreme  Executive  of  Massachusetts,  to 
draw  his  troops  from  the  capital  of  his  State 
into  the  wilds  of  the  District  of  Maine,  to  rescue 
a  portion  of  iu  territory  from  a  possession  of  the 
enemy,  w^ich,  as  it  respects  the  most  of  it,  is 
merely  nominal,  and  leave  the  capital  of  the 
Stau  to  be  sacked  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 
Acts  of  folly  and  weakness  of  this  description 


are  the  exclusive  right  of  another  Executive. 
Sir,  I  desire,  with  suitable  feelings  and  emo- 
tions, to  thank  my  God,  that  the  capital  of  Mas- 
sachusetts has  not  been  invaded.  Had  it  been  so 
ordered,  even  if  we  had  been  victorious,  vic- 
tory might  have  been  purchased  with  blood,  jpre- 
cious  to  me  as  my  own.  In  the  event  of  an 
invasion,  which  I  pray  God  to  avert,  I  believe 
that  the  rebellious  people  of  Boston,  and  their 
brethren  in  the  vicinity,  would  look  at  Bunker's 
Hill,  and  at  their  enemy,  and  that  very  different 
materials  would  be  furnished  for  the  pages  of 
future  history,  from  those  furnished  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  his  loyal  subjects 
of  this  patriotic  section,  in  the  Hudibrastic  vic- 
tory which  he  obtained  in  the  memorable  battle 
of  Bkdaosburg — 

'*When  the  fight  becomes  a  chase, 

**  He  wins  the  fight  who  wins  the  race." 

Sir,  I  do  not  like  to  draw  geographical  lines, 
or  make  sectional  comparbons.  Discussions  of 
this  nature  are  never  iuvited  or  commenced  by 
me.  But  when  gentlemen  from  other  States 
question  the  prowess  or  patriotism  of  Massachu- 
setts, I  must  be  permitted  to  remind  them  of 
what  the  history  of  our  country  will  prove,  that 
a  force,  equal  to  that  which  overran  whole  States 
in  the  South,  and  chased  Legislators  from  their 
seats  into  the  mountains  after  the  first  gon  was 
fired,  were  never  able  to  penetrate  into  iMassa- 
chusetts  the  distance  of  capnon  shot  from  her 
shores. 

Although  I  have  already  occupied  the  Aoor  too 
long^  I  cannot  quit  it  without  expressing  the  high 
gratifieation  which  I  felt  in  hearing  the  remarics 
of  two  of  the  ffentlemen  from  Kentocky,  (Mr. 
H0PKIM8  and  Mr.  Duvall,)  who  preceded  me  in 
this  debate.  To  bear  the  mutual  interests,  the 
mutual  wants  and  mutual  supplies  of  the  East- 
ern and  Western  States,  and  the  adaptation  of 
one  to  the  other,  and  the  legitimate  and  proper 
defence  of  the  whole,  a  navy^  recognised  and 
described,  in  language  so  lively  and  so  just,  exci- 
ted in  my  breast  verv  pleasing  emotion^.  I  have 
witnessed  nothing  like  it  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  ia  this  House,  The  feelings  of 
friendship  and  reipect  which  were  expressed  for 
the  people  of  the  Eastern  States  were  of  a  new 
impression.  One  of  the  gentlemen  (Mr.  Du« 
vall)  mixed  a  little  gall  with  his  honey,  and 
planted  a  few  seeds  of  henbane  and  nightshade 
in  his  garden  of  spices;  but  upon  that  I  shall  not 
dwell 

When  I  consider  the  relative  circumstances 
and  situations  of  the  Eastern.  Southern,  and 
Western  States,  and  see  how  much  of  harmony 
and  how  little  of  opposition  there  is  in  their  in- 
terests, and  how  happily  they  are  calculated 
to  relieve  the  mutual  wants  of  each  other,  and 
to  furnish  mutual  benefits,  I  am  astonished  at 
the  ^eiit  of  bitterness  which  have  sprung  up 
among  them.  When  inquiry  is  made  how  this 
happened,  we  may  say,  as  it  was  said  in  Holy 
Writ,  when  the  tares  were  found  among  the 
wheat,  '*an  enemy  hath  done  it."    In  my  mind. 
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a  few  promineDt,  inflaential  men  in  oar  country, 
too  araent  friends  of  one  foreign  nation,  and  too 
inveterate  haters  of  another;  enemies  to  com- 
merce, to  a  navy,  to  the  fisheries,  and  to  every- 
thing excepting  the  terra  firma  of  our  country, 
whatever  their  views  may  have  been,  were  the 
founders  of  the  mistaken  and  ruinous  policy  of 
our  Crovernmentj  and  of  course  sowed  the  seeds 
of  the  heartburnings  and  ill  blood  among  our  cit- 
zens,  and  of  all  the  evils  which  await  our  coun- 
try.* 

If  a  reconciliation  ever  takes  place  between 
our  citizens,  and  between  the  different  sections 
of  our  country,  it  must  commence  somewhere, 
and  most  clearly  it  ought  to  commence  with  the 
majority.  If  a  system  of  measures  calculated  to 
save  our  country,  and  not  partaking  of  the  spirit 
of  partv,  should  be  proposed  by  them  and  reject- 
ed by  tne  minority,  the  majority  have  the  power 
of  votes  to  enforce  their  own  measures,  and 
without  mortification  can  say  to  the  minority, 
we  can  do  without  you;  whereas  the  minority^ 
destitute  of  this  power,  must  approach  the  ma- 
jority in  the  style  of  petitioners;  a  style  which 
the  majority  have  no  right  to  expect  they  will 
assume,  considering  the  state  in  which  the  meas- 
ures of  the  majority,  against  admonitions  and 
remonstrances,  nave  involved  their  country. 

Mr.  Farrow.— Mr,  Speaker,  I  will  not,  on  the 
qiiestion  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  on  your  table, 
detain  you  with  my  opinion  in  respect  of  either 
the  justice  or  policy  of  the  war  that  you  are  now 
engaged  in,  nor  with  the  wisdom  of  the  measures 
in  which  it  has  been  prosecuted.  The  day  for 
examining  the  propriety  of  the  war  is  passed  by. 
It  must  now  be  enough  for  me  to  know  that  war 
was  Constitutionallv  declared,  and  that  it  has 
been  conducted  by  the  constituted  authority.  As 
man  must  be  fallible,  it  is  his  province  to  err ;  and 
I  have  no  wish  to  live  under  a  Qovemment  where 
he  is  not  allowed  that  privilege.  However  great 
may  have  been  the  errors  of  your  Administration, 
it  is,  nevertheless, jsiy  boast  and  pride  that  I  am 
a  cilisen  of  your  Government*  I  would  not  ex- 
chanige  it  for  any  other.  While  I  wish  all  na- 
tions well,  my  hwu  is  the  most  dear  to  me.  In- 
fluenced by  these  Impressions,  I  will  give  you 
every  support  in  my  power  to  enable  you  to  pros- 
ecute the  war,  until  you  can  obtain  a  just  and 
equitable  peace. 

It  is  contended  by  several  honorable  gentlemen 
that  the  principles  of  the  bill  are  unconstitutional. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr. 
Stocktoh^)  with  great  perspicuity,  and  with  a 
strong  di36ritbidaling  mind,  so  contended.  I  sub- 
scribe to  every  principle  that  he  contended  for, 
and  every  position  that  he  laid  down ;  but  he  did 
not,  nor  caiinot,  apply  them  to  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration.   When  a  case  comes  before  you  to 

*  Monsieur  Genet,  the  fint  AHnister  from  the  French 
Republic  to  our  Government,  has  recently  said,  that 
in  the  measures  which  he  adopted  towatds  the  supreme 
Executiye  of  our  oountzy,  the  character  of  which  is 
known  by  every  one,  he  Lad  the  advice  and  approba- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  late  President. 


which  they  can  be  applied  I  will  vote  wiifh  that 
gentleman.  It  is  in  this  case,  Mr.  Speaker,  like 
all  others,  proper  first  to  establish  facts  before 
you  can  properly  apply  principles.  He  states 
that  the  militia  can  only  be  called  out  by  you,  to 
either  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  in- 
surrections, or  repel  invasions.  That  is  also  my 
opinion.  As  I  told  you,  we  agree  on  principles, 
but  how  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  bill 
is  not  to  call  out  the  militia  for  either  of  those 
purposes  I  cannot  tell.  The  facts,  as  I  will  show, 
will  not  authorize  snch  a  conclusion.  Let  us 
now  examine  what  are  the  facts.  We  all  know 
that,  at  this  time,  the  enemy  has  possession  of  the 
town  of  Castine,  and  a  large  country  around 
there,  within  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  Some 
of  the  forts  on  your  Northern  and  Northwestern 
frontiers,  some  of  the  islands  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  on  your  Northern  coasts,  the  enemy  holds 
possession  of.  Now,  under  these  circumstances, 
what  is  your  duty  marked  out  by  the  eighth  sec* 
tion  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States? 
[Here  Mr.  F.  read  from  the  said  section :  ^To 

*  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of 

*  the  land  and  the  naval  forces;  to  provide  for 
'  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
'  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in* 

*  vasions.**] 

Having  m  view  this  part  of  the  Constitutron, 
indulge  me  while  I  read  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  before  you.  ^  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
*■  ted  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
'  required  to  call  upon  the  Executives  of  the  sev- 

*  eral  States  and  Territories  thereof,  for  their  re- 
'  spective  quotas  of  80.000  militia,  armed  and 
^  equipped  accordrag  to  law,  to  serve  for  the  term 
^of  one  vear,  from  the  time  of  meeting  at  the 
Vplace  or  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged." 
These  are  the  principles  of  the  bill;  there  is  a 
provision  in  the  bill,  holding  out  an  inducement 
to  any  man  called  out  as  a  militiaman,  to  enlist 
and  join  the  regular  army.  They  may  do  so  if 
they  please;  and  so  they  majr,  whether  this  law 
is  passed  or  not.  If  thef  go  into  the  regular  ser* 
vice,  it  must  be  by  virtue  of  their  voluntary  con- 
tract. I  did  vote  with  those' i^ho  wished  to  re- 
duce the  term  of  service,  helieviog,  as  I  do,  that 
six  months  is  as  long  as  the  militia  ought  to  be 
called  out  from  their  homes  and  families.  But  a 
majority  of  thi:^  honorable  body  differs  with  me 
in  opinion,  and  have  fixed  the  term  of  service  at 
twelve  months.  I  will,  therefore,  vote  for  the 
bill,  as  I  am  not  wilting  for  the  nation  to  strike 
her  flag  until  the  enemy  will  suffbr  you  to  rest  in 
peace. 

Mr.  Gaston  said,  he  hoped  he  might  be  in- 
dulged with  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few 
minutes.  It  was  nor  his  purpose  to  wander  over 
the  extensive  field  of  controversy,  which  had  been 
opened  on  this  occasion,  but  briefly  to  notice  one 
or  two  interesting  topics,  which  had  not  received 
the  attention  due  to  them.  The  bill  on  the  table 
was  such  a  singular  nondescript  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  define  its  character.  Its  friends  were  gen- 
erally solicitous  that  it  should  be  regarded  as  an 
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ordiDary  militia  bill.  A  majority  of  the  House 
had  viewed  it  in  the  light  of  a  bill  imposing  a 
direct  tax,  while  he  believed,  with  his  friends 
around  him,  that  it  was  a  disingenuous  and  un- 
warrantable contrivance  for  compelling  the  mili- 
tia to  find  recruits  for  the  regular  army.  If  the 
bill  were  to  be  re^rded,  as  its  friends  wished,  as 
an  ordinary  militia  bill,  one  objection  alone  was 
sufficient  to  insure  its  rejection.  It  was  utterly 
inefficient  for  the  purposes  it  professed  to  have  in 
view.  As  to  other  parts  of  the  coui^try,  he  would 
not  speak  decisively;  but  in  that  with  which  he 
was  nest  acquainted,  he  would  venture  to  assert, 
that  the  quota  reauired  by  this  bill  could  not  be 
brought  into  the  field,  in  conformity  to  its  provis- 
ions, in  less  than  twelve  months  after  the  requi- 
sition. Let  these  provisions  be  examined  a  mo- 
ment. After  the  President  has  made  his  requisi- 
tion upon  the  Executive  of  a  State,  the  captain 
of  every  infantry  company  within  it  is  to  be  in- 
structed and  required  to  enroll  on  his  muster  list 
the  names  of  all  persons  within  the  local  limits 
of  his  company,  liable  to  do  military  duty,  whe- 
ther members  of  his  own  or  any  other  military 
corps.  When  this  enrolment  is  completed,  every 
captain  is  to  make  a  return  thereof,  by  mail  or 
otherwise,  to  the  brigade-inspector  of  his  brigade. 
When  this  officer  has  received  the  returns  from 
all  the  captains  of  his  brigade,  be  is  then  to  make 
out  and  forward  a  return  to  the  Adjutant  General 
of  the  State,  setting  forth  in  it  the  numbers  be- 
longing to  each  regiment,  battalion,  and  compa- 
ny. The  Adjutant  General,  on  receiving  the  re- 
turns of  all  the  brigade  inspectors,  is  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  men  which  each  brigade,  regiment, 
battalion,  and  company,  ought  to  nirnisb  towards 
makins  up  the  quota  required.  Having  per- 
formedf  this  arithmetical  labor,  he  is  then  to  com- 
municate the  result  to  the  brigadiers  throughout 
the  State,  who  will  parcel  out  so  much  of  the 
intelligence  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  com- 
mandants of  regiments,  who,  in  their  turn,  will 
jssue  orders  to  the  caj)tains  with  whom  this  pro- 
cess began.  This  business  happily  concluded,  the 
captains  will  then  divide  their  companies  into 
classes,  equal  to  half  the  number  of  persons 
whom  they  are  to  furnish,  taking  especial  care 
that  these  classes  shall  contain  the  same  number 
of  persons  and  the  same  quantity  of  wealth. 
Each  class  will  then,  bv  draught  or  contract,  fur- 
nish two  soldiers.  Then  is  to  be  resumed  the 
task  of  reporting  to  brigade  inspectors,  who,  in 
their  torn,  report  again  to  the  Adjutant  General. 
When  this  second  routine  of  returns  is  com- 
pleted, the  men  who  are  to  form  the  quota  are 
known,  and  are  to  be  organized  by  companies, 
battalions,  regiments,  brigades  and  divisions,  and 
to  have  their  appropriate  officers  selected  and 
commissioned.  When  it  is  recollected  that  many 
of  the  officers  whose  agency  is  essentially  neces- 
sary to  set  this  complicated  machine  in  motion, 
(men  appointed  in  the  piping  days  of  peace,)  are 
very  little  acquainted  with  military  duties  gen- 
erally, and  will  not  be  apt  soldiers  in  learning 
the  new  duties  assi^ed  them,  that  they  are  scat- 
tered over  an  extensive  territory,  live  remote  from 


post  offices,  and  are  not  in  the  habit  of  corres- 
pondence by  mail,  it  is* scarcely  possible  to  donbt 
that  many  casualties  and  failures  must  occur  to 
interrupt  the  regular  transinission  and  return  of 
their  official  communications.  This  will  take 
place  with  the  best  intentions.  But  if  some 
should  be  disposed  not  to  co-operate  zealously  in 
the  plan,  how  will  you  detect  culpable  omissions 
on  their  part  ?  How  prove  the  regular  receipt  of 
orders,  intrusted  to  a  conveyance  well  known  to 
be  uncertain,  and  probably  delivered  privately,  if 
delivered  at  all,  and  without  the  power  after- 
wards of  distinctly  recollecting  the  fact?  If  the 
militia  are  to  be  resorted  to  for  the  defence  of 
this  country,  the  utmost  promptitude  and  despatch 
are  essential.  The  emergency  is  immediate;  so 
should  be  the  call.  Yet  all  our  legislative  energy 
is  to  be  compressed  into  a  scheme  which  will  pre- 
vent the  forthcoming  of  militia,  until  the  occa- 
sion for  their  services  is  past.  As  a  militia  bill 
that  now  before  us  is  worse  than  nugatory.  It  is 
ruinous,  trifiing  with  the  most  important  interests 
of  the  country. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  rose  principally  for  an- 
other purpose ;  for  a  purpose  wnieh  must  interest 
the  best  feelings  of  every  man  who  loves  Consti- 
tutional freedom,  or  respects  the  memory  of  the 
man,  "first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the 
hearts  of  his  countrymen."  In  tne  course  of  this 
discussion,  the  monstrous  and  detestable  doctrine 
asserted  by  our  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  has  an  uncontrolled  power  to 
force  every  American  into  the  ranks  of  a  regular 
army,  has  been  maintained  and  combatted  with 
equal  zeal,  though  with  uneaual  argument.  To 
the  reasoning  of  my  honorable  friends  I  presume 
not  to  add  anything.  The  jury  before  whom 
this  issue  is  tried,  the  enlightened  freemen  of  this 
country,  cannot  hesitate  as  to  the  verdict  they  are 
to  pronounce.  They  are  ready  to  declare  the 
claim  which  has  been  advanced,  is  arbitrary, 
unconstitutional,  and  fitted  only  for  the  reffion  of 
slavery.  But  recourse  has  been  had  to  authority, 
and  the  name  of  Washington  has  been  brought 
forward  in  this  House  to  give  sanction  to  doc- 
trines utterly  subversive  of  the  principles  of  civil 
liberty,  as  if  he  had  left  on  record  one  act,  here- 
tofore undiscovered  by  friend  or  foe.  sufficient  to 
tarnish  ail  the  fame  of  his  illustrious'  actions,  and 
to  strike  off  his  name  from  the  list  of  the  bene- 
factors of  mankind.  Mine  be  the  task  to  rescue 
from  this  unmerited  imputation  the  memory  of 
the  man,  whom,  from  infancy,  I  was  taught  to 
love  and  revere. 

The  doctrine  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  stated 
in  its  mildest  form,  is,  that  the  United  States 
have  a  right  to  draught  men  out  of  the  militia, 
to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army.  This  doc- 
trine is  said  to  be  explicitly  advanced  in  a  report 
of  General  Knox,  while  Secretary  of  War,  and  to 
have  been  distinctly  approved  by  General  Wash-« 
ington,  to  whom  that  report  was  submitted.  If 
either  of  these  positions  be  unfounded,  the  pre* 
tence  of  the  authority  of  Washington  must  be 
abandoned.    Both  are  unfounded. 

And  first,  sir,  admitting  for  a  moment  that 


926 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


t»6 


December,  1814. 


MUUia  DraughU. 


H.  OF  R. 


General  Knox's  repori  iatiniates  soch  a  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  Cfeneral  Government,  on  what 
evidence  are  we  to  pronounce  that  this  claim  ob- 
tained the  sanction  of  General  Washington? 

It  appears,  that  at  the  second  session  of  the  first 
Congress,  under  the  present  Constitution,  when 
the  head  of  the  Executive  Departments  were 
presenting  their  respective  plans  upon  the  great 
subjects  which  came  immediately  under  their 
view,  when  Hamilton  was  making  his  reports  on 
public  credit  and  a  National  Bank,  Jefferson  on 
the  fisheries  and  other  subjects,  and  Randolph 
upon  the  Judiciary  Establishment,  that  General 
Knox,  then  Secretary  of  War,  submitted  his  |>lan 
for  the  arrangement  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States  with  a  view  to  their  effectual  defence. 
This  plan  was  presented  to  the  President  by  Gen. 
Knox,  with  a  letter,  stating  that  it  was  substan* 
tially  the  same  plan  which  had  been  prepared  for 
the  consideration  of  the  late  Congress,  under 
ifhom  he  had  also  been  Secretary  of  War,  and 
had  then  been  submitted  to  General  Washing- 
ton's examination.  That  the  general  principles 
of  that  plan  having  then  met  his  approbation, 
with  some  exceptions,  such  modifications  had 
been  made  as  conformed  to  his  suggestions/ 

This  plan  and  letter  the  President  sent  to  Con- 
gress, with  the  following  Message: 
«  Genilemen  of  the  Senate 

and  Hotue  of  Repreeentativee  .* 
**  The  Secretary  of  the  Depsrtment  of  War  has  sub- 
mitted to  me  certain  principles,  to  serve  as  a  plan  for 
the  general  arrangement  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States. 

'^Conceiving  the  subject  to  be  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  the  wel£ure  of  our  country,  and  liable  to  be 
placed  in  variotts  points  of  view,  I  have  directed  him 
to  lay  the  plan  before  Congress  for  their  information, 
that  they  may  make  such  use  thereof  as  they  diall 
judge  proper. 

"GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
«  United  States,  Jon,  31,  17M." 
The  Message  and  plan  were  referred  by  Con- 
gress to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,,  who 
did  nothing  in  relation  to  it.  Some  months  after 
it  was  laid  before  a  select  committee,  who  had 
been  appointed  to  bring  in  a  militia  bill,  and  of 
its  history  I  can  discover  no  further  trace. 

It  is  obvious  that  Gknerai  Knox's  plan,  from 
his  own  account  of  it,  was  constructed  under  the 
old  Confederation,  when  the  only  authority  of 
Congress  to  raise  soldiers  was  by  requisitions  on 
the  States,  and  when  it  could  not  therefore  be 
contemplated  to  draught  men  into  the  regular 
Army,  except  by  virtue  of  State  authority,  and 
through  the  medium  of  State  regulations.  In 
this  plan,  at  the  time  it  originated,  General  Wash- 
ington had  perceived  nailitary  merit,  and  had 
suggested  hints  towards  its  further  improvement. 
If  afterwards,  in  attempting  to  accommodate  this 
system  to  the  purposes  of  the  new  Government, 
and  to  incorporate  into  it  the  former  military 
suggestions  of  General  Washington,  Gen.  Knox 
had  unguardedly  left  in  it  any.  provision  which 
would  seem  not  suited  to  the  powers  of  the  new 
Government,  it  does  not  appear  that  such  feature 


was  ever  brought  to  the  distinct  notice  of  the 
President.  He  submitted  it  to  Congress,  merely 
as  a  report  from  the  Head  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  a  plan  for  a  system  of  military  defence, 
with  a  well-founded  confidence  that  Congress 
would  extract  from  it  such  provisions  as  they 
might  deem  useful,  and  were  not  beyond  the 
sphere  of  their  Constitutional  powers. 

But,  sir,  the  egregious  fallacy  of  this  argument 
will  be  detected  by  an  examination  of  the  report 
itself.  I  have  examined  it  attentively, and  I  pro- 
nounce unhesitatingly,  that  it  does  not  contain 
the  principle  said  to  be  found  in  it.  Although 
detached  passages  of  the  report  might  seem  to 
countenance  the  doctrine,  which  it  is  now  relied 
on  to  support,  yet  when  they  are  examined  in 
connexion  with  each  other,  and  with  the  context, 
it  is  demonstrable,  that  it  holds  forth  no  claim  to 
draught  men  from  the  militia  of  the  States  into 
the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
letter  of  General  Knox,  accompanying  the  plan^ 
it  is  recommended  as  a  national  system  of  "  de- 
fence i"  and  in  the  introduction,  it  claimed  to  be 
*4he  most  efficient  svstem  of  defence  which  mav 
be  compatible  with  the  interests  of  a  free  people." 
He  notices  the  prejudice  which  the  modern  prac- 
tice of  Europe  has  created  in  favor  of  standing 
armies.  He  expressed  his  opijaion,  that  *'  a  small 
'  corps  of  well-disciplined  and  well-informed  artil- 
'  ierists  and  engineers,  and  a  legion  for  the  protec- 
'  tion  of  the  frontiers  and  the  maffazines  and  arse- 

*  nals,  are  all  the  Military  Establishment  which 

*  may  be  required  for  the  nresent  use  of  the  United 
States;  the  privates  of  these  corps  to  be  enlisted, 

*  for  a  certain  period,  after  the  expiration  of  which 

*  to  return  to  the  mass  of  the  citizens."  He  de^ 
clares  his  conviction,  that  '*  an  energetic  national 
militia  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital  seb'urity  of 
a  free  Republic."  **  If,"  in  conformity  to  his 
recommendation,  **  it  should  be  decided  to  reject 
'  a  standing  army,  for  the  military  branch  of  the 
'  Government,  as  possessing  too  nerce  an  aspect, 

*  and  being  hostile  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  it 
^  will  follow  that  a  well-constituted  militia  ought 
'  to  be  established."  Then,  taking  as  the  princi- 
ples of  his  plan  these  maxims  which  are  appli- 
cable only  to  a  militia  defence,  and  declaring  his 
purpose  to  be  to  carry  into  effect,  not  that  power 
of  the  Government  which  relates  .to  the  raising 
of  armies,  but  that  which  authorizes  the  United 
States  ^  to  provide  for  organizing  and  disciplinins 

*  the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  parts  of 
'  them  as  m«y  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 

*  United  States;  reserving  to  the  States,  respect- 

*  ively,  the  appointment  of  the  officers  and  the 

*  authority  oi  training  the  militia  according  to 
'  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress,"  he  brings 
forward  nis  scheme  of  a  national  defence  by 
means  of  militia  only,  without  a  recurrence  to  a 
regular  army.  It  is  not  necessary  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  minute  examination 
of  this  scheme,  for  it  is  immaterial  to  the  present 
question  whether  it  was  practicable  and  conve- 
nient or  otherwise.  It  was  a  bold  plan  of  militia 
organization  and  discipline.  I  hazard  no  opinion 
as  to  its  correctness  or  utility.    Its  prominent 
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foatoref  were,  a  diTision  of  all;  the  militia  into 


three 
torps 


corps;  an  advanced,  a  main. and  a  reserved 
;  composed  of  individuals  or  different  ages ; 
giving  to  all  these  corps  the  legionary  form ;  and 
a  sub-division  into  sections  for  the  more  ready 
and  equal  compliance  with  every  proper  requisi- 
tion. The  reserved  corps,  consisting  of  persons 
of  advanced  age,  was  set  apart  for  the  domestic 
defence  of  each  State,  and  was  not  to  be  obliged 
to  furnish  men,  except  in  cases  of  actual  invasion 
or  rebellion  near  home.  The  advanced  corps 
^ were  designed  not  only  aa  a  school  in  which  the 
'  youth  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  instructed 

*  m  the  art  of  war;  but  they  were  in  all  cases  of 
'  exigence  to  serve  as  ao  actual  defence  to  the 

*  eommanity."    And  '*  in  all  cases  of  invasion  or 

*  rebellion,  were,  on  requisition  of  lawful  aathor- 

*  ity,  obliged  to  march  to  any  place  within  the 
'  United  States."  And  when  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  were  to  be  allowed  the  same 
pay,  '*  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other  allowance, 
as  should  be  made  to  Federal  troops  under  the 
same  circumstances.'^  The  main  corps,  formioff 
the  principal  defence  of  the  country,  either  united 
with  the  reserve  corps  for  domestic  purposes,  or 
"on  sodden  occasions,  to  which  the  advanced 
corps  was  incompetent,"  furnished  thereto  an 
adcouaie  portion  of  its  force  "  by  means  of  its 
sections."  Thus,  in  the  language  of  General 
Knox,  for  a  sum  less  than  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  annually,  an  energetic  national  militia  was 
to  be  durably  established,  the  invaluable  princi- 
ples of  liberty  secured  and  perpetuated,  and  a 
dignified  national  fabric  erected  on  the  solid  foun- 
iatron  of  public  virtue.  Thus  much  for  the  ordi* 
nary  organization  of  this  national  force^  and  for 
its  application  to  those  casual  and  fleeting  pur* 
poses  which  might  arise  in  a  state  of  general 
tranquillity.  But  should  anv  serious  and  perma- 
nent interruption  of  the  pubfic  tranquillity,  either 
from  external  or  internal  causes,  require  a  more 
permanent  and  vigorous  form  to  be  given  to  this 
national  force,  this  end  was  to  be  accomplished 
by  requisitions  on  the  States,  which  would  be 
answered/from  the  advanced  and  main  corps  by 
means  of  the  sections.  This,  sir,  is  the  obvious 
meaning  of  the  clauses  in  this  report,  which  have 
been  relied  on  as  wanranting  the  doctrine  of  con- 
scription. The  cluuaes  are  theses— '* All  requifti* 
^  fions  for  men  to  form  an  army,  either  for  State 

*  or  Federal  purposes,  shall  be  furnished  by  the 

*  advanced  and  main  corps,  by  means  of  the  sec- 
'  lions."  **  The  Executive  government,  or  Com* 
'  mander*in-chief  of  the  mlHtia  of  each  State, 
^  will  assess  the  numbers  required,  on  the  respect- 

*  ive  legions  of  these  corps."    The  army  here  in- 
'  tended  is  an  army  of  militia,  not  of  regulars ;  not 

procured  by  recruiting,  still  less  by  forcinff  men 
into  the  ranks,  under  the  authority  of  the  Cwneral 
Qovernment.  but  obtained  by  means  of  requisi- 
tions on  the  States,  sanctioned  by  their  respective 
Executives.  The  requisitions  must  be  under- 
stood to  be  such  as  are  recognised  in  the  Consti- 
tution, to  repel  invasions,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  The 
officers  of  this  army  were  contemplated  to  be 


militia  officers,  not  Federal ;  for  the  report  ex- 
plicitly declares  that  the  constitutions  of  the  indi- 
vidual and  United  States  having  prescribed  the 
mode  in  which  the  officers  of  the  militia  should 
be  appointed,  no  alteration  can  be  made  therein, 
*'and  expresses  a  solicitude  that  the  wisdom  of 
^  the  Sutes  may  be  manifested  by  inducing  tndi- 

*  viduals,  who  had  acquired  military  skill  in  oor 
'  Revolutionary  contest,  to  accept  of  these  militia 
^  appointments,  and  thus  render  their  dear  bought 
'  knowledge  useful  to  the  nation." 

The  army  of  which  Qeoeral  Knox  speaks^  in 
this  report,  is  an  army  to  be  formed  by  ^requisi- 
tions" on  the  States ;  to  be  employed  only  in  the 
exigence  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  be  com- 
manded by  officers  appointed  by  the  State  author- 
ities. It  18  clear,  therefore,  that  he  is  speaking 
not  of  a  regular,  but  of  a  militia  army. 

Let  this  report,  sir,  be  examined  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  and  every  sentence  criticised,  and 
ingenuity  may  still  be  defied  to  point  out  a  single 
clause,  which,  by  foir  construction,  can  be  mwie 
to  support  the  idea,  that  General  Knox  intended 
a  draught  from  the  militia  into  the  ranks  of  the 
regular  Army,  under  the  authority  of  the  Gen- 
eral Gbvernment.  I  am  indebted  to  an  intelli- 
gent gentleman  for  an  idea,  which  very  much 
corroborates  my  construction  of  the  leportv— 
General  Knox  proposes,  with  a  view  to  mfttnlain 
defence,  a  classification  of  aecmen  somewhat 
similar  to  that  of  militia.  But,  to  carry  this  into 
operation,  he  declares  it  requisite  that  ''efficieat 
'  regulations  should  be  establiahed  in  the  tespeet- 

*  ive  States  to  register  seamen,  and  to  render 
^  those  of  a  certain  age  amenable  to  the  pubUc 
'  for  personal  service,  if  demanded  within  a  given 
^  period."  Nc^,  sir,  why  was  it  necessary  to  tall 
in  the  aid  of  State  laws  to  impose  this  obtigatlen 
on  thefteamen  of^he  United  States?  It  noist  be 
because  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
had  not  conferred  on  the  General  Government  a 
right  to  compel  their  servrces ;  yet  that  Consti- 
tution had  ^iven  as  unlimited  a  power  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navy,  as  it  had  to  raise  and  sop- 
port  an  army.  Could  General  Knox,  while  ad- 
mitting that  the  General  Government  had  no 
compulsatory  ]iower,  in  theone  case.  bes«ppooed 
to  contend  for  it  in  the  other.  Sir,  I  will  trouble 
the  House  no  further.  I  trust  I  have  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  every  reflecting  mind,  that  the 
documents  so  confidently  produced  aflford  no 
countenance  to  the  doctrines  they  were  meant  to 
uphold.  Whatever  other  names  may  be  brought 
forward  to  sanction  the  doctrine  of  conscription, 
that  of  the  great  founder  of  our  libertMs  cannot 
be  pressed  into  the  detestable  service. 

The  previous  question  having  been  required 
by  Mr.  Kbea,  of  Tennessee,  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  as  follows :  For  the  previous  question  87, 
against  it  63. 

The  main  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative : 
For  the  bill  84,  against  it  72,  as  follows: 

TsAB — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Ardier,  Avery, 
Baibour,  Bard,  Bmes,  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Chap* 
peU,  Claik,  Cloptouy  Comstock,  Condict,  Crawfoid, 
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Oiaigbtw,  Oitlhbart»DeiioyeUei,Deiha,I>UTtU,  Earle, 
Eppes,  Eyans,  Farrow,  Pindley,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
ForiMj,  Forsjth,  FraaUin,  Qoodwyn,  Goardin,  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Haabroack,  Hawe«»  Hawkina,  Hopfcina  of 
Kentucky,  Homphreys,  Ingenoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
win, Joluuon  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentnckr*  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerahaw,  KUbonm,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina,  I«eflert8,  Lowndea,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moor^  Murfree,  Nelaon,  New- 
ton, Ormaby,  Pariier,  Pickens,  Piper,  PleasanU,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Iloane, 
Robertaon,  Sage,  8eybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilaon  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Measrs.  Alexander,  Bayliee  of  Maasachn- 
aatta,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bi«alow,  Boyd,  Bradbwy, 
Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Bnrwett,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Champkm,  Cilley,  Oooper,  Cox,  Colpeper, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davia  of  ifaMi^,  Davis  of  Pennsylva* 
nia,  Ely,  FiriL  of  Vermont,  Gaston,  Geddea,  Oholson, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hania,  Hendeison,  Howell,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr, 
King  of  Massaehoaetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,'  Macon, 
Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rugw 
glee,  Schureman,  Shefiby,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford^  Stockton,  Stur- 
geo,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Mnasachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  to 
aiaend  the  title  of  said  bill,  by  ioserting  after  the 
word  '*  militia/'  the  words  '*or  forty  thousaod 
reipulars,  if  they  shall  be  furnished  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill."  And  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gaston  to  amend 
the  tiile  by  striking  out  the  words  "for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  against 
invasion."  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  n^tire. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  ''An  aet  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of  80,000,  militia,  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States 
against  invasion." 

Tborbday,  December  15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GteOLS^n,  the  petition  of 
Amey  Dardin,  preaaoled  on  tha  27Ui  December, 
1804,  was  referred  to  tl»  Commiltea  on  Peoatons 
and  Revolutionary  Claima. 

Mr*  Yaitcmt  reported  a  bill  for  tita  relief  of 
James  Doyle,  which  was  read  twice,'  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  Hoviae  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  asking  a  conference  on  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  tne  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  byamend- 
itxji  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers 
orspirittiona  liquors."  Whereopon, 
ISth  Con.  3d  Ssss. — 30 


Hemdvedy  That  this  House  do  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  agree 
to  the  conference  asked  by  the  Senate  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Eppes,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New 
York,  and  Mr*  Gbolson,  be  the  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pasFcd  the  bill  ^  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  duties  on  sales  at  auction ;  on  tbe  postage  of 
letters;  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  with  amend* 
meats ;  in  which  they  ask  tbe  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

f^UTIES  ON  MANUPACTURBS. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  of  Vir- 
ginia, resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to  provide  additional  reven- 
ues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods^  wares,  ana 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
Slates." 

[This  bill  proposes  to  lay  on  all  manufactures 
the  duties  specified  in  the  following  extract  from 
the  bill :] 

On  pig  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

On  castings  of  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents. 

On  bar  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

On  roOed  or  slit  iron,  per  ton,  one  doHar. 

On  cat  nails,  brads,  and  sprigs,  made  wholly  or  in 
part  by  madiinery,  per  pound,  one  cent. 

On  candles  of  spermaceti  or  white  wax,  per  peuad, 
ten  cents. 

On  mould  candles  of  tallow,  or  of  wax,  or  other 
than  white,  or  in  part  of  each,  per  pound,  three  oents. 

On  dipjped  candles  of  tallow,  or  of  wax,  other  than 
white,  or  in  pvt  of  each,  per  poond,  one  cent. 

On  hats,  caps  of  leather  or  far,  bometa,  exee^  made 
entirely  from  wool,  silk,  cotton,  or  linen,  mr  m  nart 
from  each,  or  whidi,  if  made  from  other  materials,  mil 
not  exceed  in  valne  one  dollar  and  fifty  oent%  eight 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  paper,  five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  pilling  cards,  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  saddles  and  bridles,  six  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  boots  and  bootees,  exceeding  five  doUaia  per 
pair  in  valne,  five  per  centnm  ad  valorem* 

On  beer,  ale,  and  potter,  six  per  centum  ad  Va- 
lorem. 

On  tobaeoo,  cigars^  and  snotf,  twenty  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

On  leather,  including  therein  all  hidea  and  skina, 
whether  tanned,  tawed,  dresaed,  or  otherwise  made, 
on  die  original  mannlactare  thereof,  ten  per  oantmn 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Eppes  assigned,  at  some  length,  the  reasons 
why  the  committee  had,  on  these  manufactures, 
departed  occasionally  from  the  instructions  of  the 
House,  and  generally  preferred  an  ad  valorem  to 
a  specific  duty;  the  principal  of  which  was,  the 
great  variety  in  quality  and  denomination  of  these 
articles,  which,  while  it  would  make  specific  du- 
ties vexatious,  would  render  them  liable  to  con- 
tinual evasions.  All  tbe  articles  proposed  to  be 
dutied,  he  further  said,  pay  a  much  higher  daty 
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when  imported,  and,  whilst  the  Inst  section  of 
this  bili  limited  the  operation  of  the  tax  to  the 
coDtinaance  of  the  double  duties  now  imposed 
by  law,  no  article  had  been  selected  for  taxation 
which  it  was  believed  the  United  States  could 
not  manufacture  in  abundance  for  their  consump- 
tion. In  the  present  situation  of  the  country,  con- 
ceiving it  unnecessary  to  say  anything  on  the  ne* 
cessity  of  imposing  additional  taxes,  he  waived 
any  remarks  on  that  head. 

Mr.  Batliss,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  following  words  in  the  above  enumera- 
tion :  *'  Cot  nails,  brads,  and  sprigs,  made  wholly 
or  in  part  by  machinery,  one  cent  per  pound." 

Mr.  B.  supported  this  motion  by  a  variety  of 
arguments,  to  show  the  probable  oppressive  effects 
of  this  duty  on  the  manufacture  in  question,  par- 
ticuiarlv  in  the  part  of  the  country  which  he  rep- 
resented, where  nails  are  manufactured  entirely 
from  imported  iron.  This  description  of  manu- 
facture, he  said,  already  labored  under  f  reat  dis- 
advantage, arising  from  the  expense  of  erecting 
the  necessary  machinery,  from  the  high  premium 
paid  to  inventors  for  the  useof  their  patent  right, 
and  from  the  increase  of  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion and  diminution  of  consumption  occasiooed 
by  the  war,  d^.  So  high  a  duty  would  have  the 
effect,  he  feared,  of  converting  the  manufacture 
by  machinery  to  the  manufacture  by  hand,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  morals  and  agriculture  of  the 
country.  He  said,  he  could  not  see  why  a  dis- 
crimination was  made  between  nails  manufac- 
tured by  the  aid  of  machinery,  and  those  made 
by  haiAI.  Mr.  B.  added,  that  this  tax  was  not  one 
of  those  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Eppes,  in  reply  to  one  of  Mr.  B.'s  sugges- 
tions, said,  that  the  reason  why  wrought  nails 
were  exempted  from  taxation,  was,  that  there 
was  no  other  way  in  which  nails  made  for  do- 
mestic use,  for  shoeing  horses,  or  such  occasional 
purposes,  could  be  exempted  from  taxation.  No 
tax  on  nails,  made  by  the  hand,  could  be  made 
to  produce  anything  to  the  revenue  without  in- 
Tolving  great  oppression.  It  was,  besides,  how- 
ever, not  reasonable  or  equitable  that  a  man  who 
makes  nails  by  a  laborious  operation  by  hand, 
should  be  placed  on  a  level  with  him  who  cuts 
off  a  peck  of  nails  at  a  single  stroke  or  movement 
of  a  machine. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Baylies  was  negatived— 
ayes  only  39. 

This  amendment  having  failed^ 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
this  clause  so  as  to  reduce  the  tax  on  nails  from 
one  cent  to  half  a  cent  per  pound,  which  he  sup- 
ported by  a  variety  of  observations. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Mr.  Bppbs,  and  Mr.  Eilboubn  ;  and  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Wm.  Rbeo  ;  and  was  negatived— 
ayes  34. 

Various  modifications  of  this  clause  were  pro- 
posed, one  only  of  which  succeeded,  viz ;  to  insert, 
"  or  rolled,"  after  the  word  "  cut." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina, 
tke  word  "  manufactured,"  was  added  to  the  word 


*^  tobacco,"  so  as  to  define  more  dearly  the  nature 
of  that  tax. 

Mr.  Forney,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  clause  respectioff  pig  iron,  so  as  to  re- 
duce the  duty  from  one  dollar  to  fifty  cents  per 
ton.— Negatived. 

Mr.  F.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
^  castings  of  iron  per  ton,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  ^  hollow  ware 
per  ton  one  dollar,  or  open  sanil  castings  fifty 
cents  per  ton ;"  wnich  motion  he  supported  on 
the  alleged  inequality  of  value  of  the  arucles  thoa 
proposed  to  be  taxed  alike.  The  motion  was  neg^ 
atived. 

Mr.  WuEATON  moved  to  amend  the  clause  for 
uxing  *'hau,"  by  inserting,  among  the  excep- 
tions, such  as  are  made  of  "^  straw ;"  in  atippcvt 
of  which  motion  he  made  a  number  of  ingesioiis 
and  pertinent  remarks,  arising  from  the  domestic 
nature  of  this  manufacture,  principally  carried  on 
by  yoonff  females  in  the  Eastern  States. 

Mr.  Wriqbt,  of  Maryland,  in  an  equally  good- 
humored  manner,  objected  to  the  motion ;  deem- 
ing the  elegant  bonnets  which  adorn  our  ladies' 
heads,  and  their  perpetually  changing  fashions, 
as  fit  subjects  of  taxation. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  it  was 
far  from  the  Financial  Committee's  intention  to 
include  this  branch  of  manufacture;  and  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wheaton  was  agreed  to  by  a  great 
majority. 

Mr.  BiGELOW,  of  Massachusetts,  supported  by 
his  colleague;  ^Mr.  Brioham,)  moved  to  strike 
out  the  tax  on  leather  altogether.  Negatived— 
ayes  42. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
the  clause  relating  to  the  t^x  on  hats,  by  striking 
out  "  one  dollar  and  ^fiy  cents,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  ^*  two  dollars."— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  above  extract,  by  striking  out  all  the 
proposed  taxes,  except  those  on  pi^  iron,  castings, 
bar,  and  rolled,  and  slit  iron,  playing  cards,  beer, 
ale  and  porter,  and  tobacco,  cigars,  and  snuff; 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

On  floor,  fifty  cents  per  barrel. 

On  com,  five  cents  per  bushel. 

On  rye,  five  cents  per  bosheL 

On  cotton,  two  cents  per  pound. 

On  hemp,  two  cents  per  pound. 

On  sugar,  two  cents  per  pound. 

On  lice,  one  cent  per  poond. 

OtL  tobacco,  one  cent  per  pound. 

On  copper  and  leaden  ore,  and  coal  of  mines,  ten 
per  centoai  ad  valorem. 

On  steam  engines,  if  employed  in  fiictoriee,  fifty 
dollars;  if  employed  in  propelling  boats,  one  hnndred 
dollari ;  and  when  an  ezdnsive  privilege  shall  be  en- 
joyed by  the  person  or  persons  diargoable  therewith, 
two  hundred  dollars. 

On  offices,  created  by  authority  of  the  United  States, 
whose  emolument,  by  salary  or  perquisites,  shall  anno* 
ally  exceed  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  not  exceed 
^YB  thousand,  one  per  centum ;  and  on  those  which 
exceed  five  thousana  dollsrs,  ^fe  per  centum  on  sndi 
excess,  except  those  oflices  whose  emolamenis  are 
prohibited  from  diminution  by  the  Gonstitntioa :  Pro- 
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mdtdf  ThaisomQchofMMdiofthelbregoiDf  prvdncto, 
JM  dMll  be  omMomed  by  the  owner,  sheO  be  exempted 
horn  taxatien. 

This  mocioD  Mr.  Wilson  supported  by  a  train 
of  reasoniDg  on  this  basts :  that  the  freeholders, 
who  form  tbe  body  of  those  who  are  represented 
on  this  floor,  onght  to  pay  a  tax,  if  not  higher,  at 
least  in  some  degree  proportioned  to  the  tax  now 
proposed  to  be  levied  on  the  poor  and  industrious 
mechanics  of  the  country.  He  made  use  of  a 
number  of  arguments  to  show  that  the  taxes  he 
proposed  were  equitable  in  themselves,  and  more 
reasonable  than  those  proposed  by  bis  motion  to 
be  exempted  from  taxation  ;  and  particularly  the 
article  of  spermaceti  candles,  and  some  others, 
which  will  hare  an  exclusively  sectional  ope* 
ration,  in  this  exposition  he  went  mneh  into 
detail. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  without 
debate,  and  decided  in  tbe  negative— ayes  only 
thirteen. 

Mr.  PisK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  tax, 
all  such  castings  as  the  Government  may  now 
have  contracted  for  to  be  delivered  at  sti^lated 
prices.  This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  £ppes, 
and  negatived  by  a  decided  majority. 

Mr.  Oaklbt,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  article  of  ^  dipped  candles ;"  which  mo- 
tion  was  supported  by  Mr.  fippES,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Oaklet  then  moved  to  except  from  taxa- 
tion altogether  all  mould  candles  of  tallow. — 
Negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  JoBN  Rbbo,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
strike  out  ** spermaceti^  candles;  and  argued  at 
some  length  in  support  of  his  motion,  on  the 
ground  of  the  almost  exclusive  operation  of  this 
tax  on  the  Island  of  Nantucket  and  town  of  New 
Bedford,  &c.,  and  therein  diminished  ability  to 
pay ;  as,  also,  on  the  ground  of  its  tendency  to 
depress  the  whale  fisheries. 

The  question  on  the  motion  being  taken  with- 
out debate,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows:  For  tbe  motion  54,  against  it  50, 

Mr.  UoBEE,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  clauee  for  taxing  iron  castings,  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  proviso: 

^  Promded,  That  all  castings  made  use  of  In  fnr- 
naces  and  forges,  shall  be  exempted  from  paying  the 
duty  thereon.'^ 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eppbs,  and 
nmitiYed  by  a  very  large  majority. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  reduce 
the  proposed  tax  on  leather  from  ten  to  five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

This  motion,  having  been  opposed  by  Mr. 
Bppbs,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  considering,  as  he  said,  the  tax  on 
iron  as  out  of  all  proportion,  and  impolitic  in  the 
mode  of  imposition,  moved  to  strike  out  the  nro- 
posed  tax  on  pig  iron,  to  try  the  principle  or  re- 
ducing the  tax  on  iron  manufactures* 

In  the  course  of  his  observations,  Mr.  P.  called 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  objects  of  tax- 
ation more  eligible  than  those  selected  by  the 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  totally  omitted 
in  this  bill,  viz:  manufactures  of  gold  and  silver, 
jewelry,  glass  wares,  umbrellas,  dbc,  and  oil- 
mills.    Mr.  P.'s  motion  was  negatived — ayes  32. 

Mr.  Batues  moved  to  strike  out  fiVe  per  cen- 
tum, the  proposed  tax  on  paper,  and  insert  three 
in  lieu  thereof.  This  motion  was  supported  by 
Mr.  BppBB,  and  decided  in  the  affirmauve. 

Mr.  Bradbdby,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  except  from  the  clause  for  taxing  paper,  such 
paper  as  is  used  for  printing  newspapers.  He 
said  it  had  ever  been  the  policy  of  free  Govern- 
ments to  encourage  the  difiasion  of  information, 
which  this  tax  would  have  a  tendency  to  check. 

Mr.  Eppes  opposed  this  motion,  not  from  any 
disposition  to  suppress  newspapers,  because  he 
did  not  believe  it  would  have  this  efiect;  but  be- 
cause he  believed  the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper 
who,  by  his  business,  made  his  four  or  five  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year,  was  as  fit  a  subject  for  taxa- 
tion as  tbe  manufacturers,  many  of  whom  derived 
less  profit  from  their  business. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 
The  House  proceeded  in  further  discussion  and 
amendment  of  the  bill.  And,  about  four  o'clock, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  House,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  December  16. 

Mr.  McKee  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  fur- 
ther time  for  the  location  of  certain  confirmed 
claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes. 
Twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Tbe  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
laying  additional  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  post- 
age, and  retailers'  licenses,  were  taken  up^  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

DUTIES  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  there* 
port  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  impose  duties  on  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise. 

On  concurring  in  the  amendment  toexempi 
spermaceti  candles  from  tbe  propoeed  tax  of  ten 
cents  per  pound,  there  were,  for  the  motion  63, 
against  it  oO. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  in  exempting 
dipped  candles  from  taxation,  there  were  83  rotes 
in  the  affirmative. 

All  the  other  amendments  noted  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  yesterday  were  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

The  other  amendments  made  to  the  details  of 
the  bill  having  been  agreed  to— 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  place  vis- 
iting cards  in  the  same  clause  of  taxation  as  play- 
inor  cards;  which  motion  was  agreed  to  by  the 
following  vote:  For  tbe  motion  63,  against  it  29. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  renewed  the 
motion  he  yesterday  made  to  amend  this  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  clause  for  imposing  a  ux  of  one 
cent  per  pound  on  the  manufacture  of  nails. 

After  some  debate,  this  motion  was  negatirodi 
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by  7<M  and  nays— ^r  the  motioo  39.  agaiDst  it 
106,  as  follows: 

Tbab— -Mesan.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU^  Bigeiow, 
Boyd,  BradboTy,  Capeiton,  Chsmpion,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Msasschusetts,  Ely,  Oeddes^  Gros- 
▼•nor,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Massachnsetls, 
Law,  Lewis,  Loyett>  Markell,  Mosel^,  Pearson,  Pit- 
kin, Potter,  John  Seed,  William  Reed,  Rogglss,  Schure- 
man«  l^efiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Stnart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Thompson,  Yose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Wheaton,  Wikox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachasetts. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Aveiy,  Barbonr,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Yiiginia, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Biown,  Burwell,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigfaton, 
Culpeper,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Deshs,  Duvall,  Bppes,  Farrow,  Findley, 
FSsk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Oholson,  Goodwvn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  if  all, 
Harris,  Hasbroack,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  How- 
ell, Hubbard,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  John- 
son of  Yirginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbouni,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, LeiferU,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moors,  Murfiree,  Nelson,  Oi&ley, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Pqier,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Slaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  SUnford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Tayk>r;  Tel- 
ftir,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Williams, 
WHion  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey, 

Mr.  Briqbam,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  from  the  clause  for  taxing  nails,  the  words 
"made  wholly  or  in  part  by  machiDery,''  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BiG£L0w,  of  Massachusetts,  then  renewed 
the  motion  which  he  had  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  tax  on  leather; 
which  motion  wa!«  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  oays;  For  the  motion  57,  against  it  97, 
aa  follows: 

TxAa--.M«aBn.  Aveiy,  Baylies  of  Mssaseh'ts,  Bige- 
low,  Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Bur- 
well,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilloy,  Comstock,  Cooper, 
Dasaaport,  Daviaof  Massachusetts,  DansyelleB,  Ely, 
Forney^  Grosvenor,  Hale^  Hendenon,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kant  of  New  Yoik,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts.  Law,  Lewis,  lA>vett,  Macon,  Markall,  Moso- 
ley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wm. 
RMd,  Ruggles,  Schunman,  Sheiiey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ward  of  N.  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wikox, 
Wilson  of  MassachusetU,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Abton,  Anderson,  Ar- 
eher,  Bari>our,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virgink,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  CaldwsU,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davie  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  Wew  York,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Hairis,  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Howell,  Hubbard,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ken- 
nsdy,  Kerr,  Kilboum,  King  of  N.  Carolina,  Lefierts, 


Lowndes^  LyIe,  McOoy,  MAae,  M^im,  McLean, 
Moatgsaaeiy,  Moore,  Murfree^  Nolson,  Newton,  Paikse, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleuants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhan 
of  Tennessee,  Rieh,  RinggoM,  Roane,  Robertaon,  8age» 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Skmner,  Smilii  of  Now  York,  Smith 
of  Penn^lvaaia,  Stanlbrd,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylsr, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  WilUaras,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kbbr,  of  Virgioiat 
to  reduce  the  tax  on  manufaetured  tobaccco^  from 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  ralorem  to  ten  per  eeoL, 
which  motion  was  negatived,  ayea  only  34. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amoftd 
the  first  sectioD  of  the  bill  so  as  to  Kdtt«e  tha  pro- 
posed tax  on  leather  from  tea  to  fire  per  cent.  a4 
valorem;  which  moiioo,  after  considerable  debate, 
was  agreed  to.  For  the  motion  104,  against  it  53, 
as  follows: 

YsAS— Messn.  Avmy,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Masaa- 
chusetts,  Bigelow,  Bines,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbuy, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Ca» 
perton.  Cannon,  Champion,  Cillej,  Comstock,  Con- 
ard, Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davii  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Ely,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Geddes, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbronck, 
Hawes,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  R. 
Island,  Keniftdy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kilboum,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lef- 
ferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  MsrkeH,  Moore, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pit- 
kin, Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Sea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Roggles,  Sage,  Sdmrsman, 
Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Slay- 
midLer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  PaMuylvanis, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Staafoid^  Stoekton,  Stuart,  Stviaa, 
Taggart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Veas, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jewey,  Whea- 
ton, White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Msasadm- 
setls,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar^ 
cher,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bradlejr,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict, 
Creighton,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Griflin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbaid,  Hnm- 

Jbreys,  IngersoH,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginn, 
ohnson  of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  King  of  Nortii  Caio- 
liaa,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgosk- 
eiy,  Morfiree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Omsby,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Ringgold,  Roane,  Rebeitsaii,  Seaias,  SUsap, 
Sa(enftTeUair,Tro«p»  Wilson.  oCPaiuu7lv»«»  Wfigia* 
and  Yancey. 

Mr.  KiLBouan,  of  Ohta  then  movei  a»aawad- 
ment,  the  object  of  whicn  was  to  tax  candlea  of 
spermaceti,  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per  pound  ; 
which  motion  prevailed,  by  the  following  TOte: 
For  the  motion  74,  aniost  it  51. 

Mr.  Whbatom,  c^  Massachasetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding,  after  the  clause  for  tux- 
ing  cut  nails,  ^c,  the  followingr  word»^**  when 
sold."    This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sbipbbro,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  confine  the  proposed  tax  on  p«por 
to  writing  and  letter  paper;  under  the  ideatbuit 
those  qualities  of  paper  coo  id  best  afford  to  pay  a 
tax,  and  from  a  aesire  to  exempt  from  taxation 
ail  printing  paper,  and  sueli  paper  as  it  uaed  in 
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BehooU,  and  in  common  farmers  and  mdebafties' 
books,  ^ke. 

Mr.lKOHAM.of  Pennsf  Irania,  remarked,  that  the 
gentleman  haa  aafortanately  selected  for  taxation 
the  two  qualities  of  paper  which  could  least  beat 
it.  He  was  himself  opposed  to  any  discrimina- 
tion in  the  lax. 

Mr.  Shipbbrd's  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
larfc  majority. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  renewed  his  call 
upon  the  attention  of  the  H(ouse  to  what  he 
deemed  the  impolicy  of  the  tax  on  pig  iron.  He 
dwelt  upon  the  inexpediency  of  uxing  the  raw 
material  of  manufactures;  and  added,  that  there 
was  not  on  this  arti^e,  as  on  others,  any  duty  on 
its  importation,  d^.  It  was  imported,  if  at  all, 
duly  free. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  motion 
48,  against  it  97,  as  follows : ' 

TsAS— Messn.  Bayllss  of  Massaehnsetts,  Bigelow, 
Boydy  Bradbnry,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cil« 
ley,  Cooper,  DaTenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely, 
Grosvener,  Hale,  Howell,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  Tofk,  Kerdnw,  King  of  Msssadkusetts, 
Irfiw,  Lovett,  MoseleVf  Oaklej,  Peamn,  Pickering, 
Piptr,  Pitkin,  PeHsr,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rug- 
glM^  SohniemMi,  Seybetft,  Sheilsy,  Sherwood,  8h^ 
iMsd,  Stttttk  of  New  Yoik,  Stoditon,  8tiisrt»  Stnzgee, 
Tannehill»  Thompson,  U^ree^  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasa« 
drasetta,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massa- 


Ni.i« — Measrs.  Alexander*  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
ohei^  Aveiy ,  Barbour,  Bafd»  Aunett»  Bayly  of  Y urgiaia, 
Binesy  Bowen,  Bradley,  Borwell,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Oalhonn,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clapton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Creignton,  Cnlpeper,  Cnthbert,  Dana, 
BenojeUes,  Desha,  DavaU^  Esrle,  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, For^th,  Franklin,  Ghobon,  Geodwyn,  Goardin, 
Oriffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Henderson, 
Hopkins  of  Kentod^,  Hubbard,  Hnmj^ireys,  Inger- 
soU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  John- 
eon  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kerr, 
]ffl>ottm.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Leflbrts,  Lowndes, 
Lyle»  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 
Marfiee,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Piekens, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvsnia,  IQiea  of  Tennessee, 
Blflh,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  iKiarp,  Slay- 
Maker»  Smith  of  Virginia*  Stanford,  Strong,  Taylor, 
Teliair,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  WiUiams,  Wright, 
4ind  Yancey. 

Mr.  FoBHBT;  of  Nortli  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
Btrike  out  the  words  "castings  of  iron,  p|er  too, 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents ;"  and  to  insert  in  lien 
thereof  *^  Hollow  ware,  one  dollar  per  ton ;  all 
«ther  castings  seventy-five  cents  per  ton  ;'*  whicb 
VMtion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RuoGLBS,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  motion 
ao  reduce  the  tax  on  candles  of  white  wax  from 
ten  cents  per  pound  to  three  cenu  per  pound ; 
wbioh  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  KiMO,  of  Massachuaelts,  then  moved  to  ft- 
dttoe  the  duty  on  nails,  sprigs,  and  brads,  from 
one  cent  per  pound  to  half  a'  cent  per  pound ; 
^which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  PiouiiB  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 


first  section,  and  ninth  line,  by  Inserting  the  word 
<*  hollow,"  before  the  word  oastrngs  f  and,  afier 
the  word  "  cents,"  insert  these  words :  "  on  all 
other  kind  of  castings  of  iron,  one  dollar,"  which 
motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bradburt,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  clause  taxing  paper,  by  inserting  there- 
after the  words,  ^  except  such  as  shall  be  used  in 
E rioting  of  bibles,  testaments,  and  common  school 
ooks ;"  which  motion  was  negatived. 
And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  en^ssed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow ;  and  on  motion,  the 
H^use  adjourned. 


SAT0RDAT,  December  17. 

The  engrossed  bill,  "giving  further  time  to  lo- 
cate certain  claims  to  lands  confirmed  by  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  '^An  act  confirming  certain 
claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes,''  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  tbe  amendments  to  the  bill  for  Jaying 
additional  duties  on  distillation,  made  a  repovt. 
The  report  reoomoEie&ds  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  detenminatiQB  to  stdke  out  the  seolioii 
which  «ik>ws  distiileries  to  sell  liquor  ta  any 

Siantity  not  less  tban  one  galloa,  and  that  tlie 
oase  ame  to  certain  amendments  tothedetaik 
of  the  bill. 

A  message  huTiog  been  received  from  the 
Senate,  announcing  their  agreement  to  the  said 
report,  the  House  abo  agreed  to  concur  in  the 
same. 

Tbe  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on 
the  CJaited  States;  but,  before  making  much  pro- 
gress, tbe  Committee  roae^  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Mr.  Ef  F«s,  from  the  eooamittee  of  eonferenoe 
on  tbe  amendmetfts  propoaed  by  tbe  Senaie  to 
the  bill  ibr  laying  dttnea  on  poemge,  saiea  at  auc- 
tion, and  retaiiers'  licenses,  aaade  a  r^n^ree- 
omesending  an  agreement  to  aH  tbe  amendments 
of  the  Senate  eixoept  one ;  which  report  was  con- 
curred in. 

TAX  BII^& 
The  Hoese  resumed  the  eoasideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill 
to  provide  additional  rerenues  for  defraying  the 
exnenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
puolic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  fur- 
niture, on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle 
or  the  carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches ; 
and  the  amendments  made  to  the  same  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

SThe  following  are  the  uxes  included  in  this 
.  On  all  household  furniture,  kept  for  use.  the 
value  of  which,  in  any  one  family,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  beds,  bedding,  kitchen  furniture,  and 
articles  made  in  the  family  from  domestic  mate- 
rials, shall  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  in  valae 
a  ux  to  be  laid  according  to  the  fdlowing  scale 
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U  not  expeading 
Abore  9400  and 

M      1,000  * 
•*      1,600 

*«     2,000  ' 

«     3,000  ' 

"     4,000  * 
6,000 


M     9,000 


not  man  UiAn    $600 

•  «  1,000 
-  «  1,600 
"  »•  2,000 
I*  «  3,000 

*  •*  4,000 
^  **  6,000 
w  «  9,000 


$1  00 
1  60 

a  00 

6  00 
10  00 
17  00 
28  00 
46  00 
76  00 
100  00 


One  dollar  on  every  horse  kept  ezdusiyely  for 
the  saddle ;  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  every 
horse  kept  for  use  in  a  carriage  liable  to  be  taxed; 
and  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  every  horse  xepl 
for  the  use  of  both  saddle  and  carriage. 

Two  dollars  on  every  gold  watch,  and  one  dol- 
lar on  every  silver  watch,  kept  for  use.] 

Several  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to 
amend  the  bill;  amongst  wbicn  was  one  by  Mr. 
Gaston,  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill  as  in- 
cludes the  tax  on  household  furniture ;  which  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays— For  the  motion  52, 
against  it  99,  as  follows : 

Ybu— -Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbniy,  Breckenridga,  Brigham,  Oiperton, 
Ciiley»  CooMr,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  rarrow, 
Gaston,  Oeddes,  Orosrenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Jackaon 
of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Maasadinsetts,  JLaw,  Lewis, 
liovett,  MarkeU,  Miller,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Piekeiing, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Roggles, 
Sehnreman,  Seybert,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stnif es,  Tsggart,  Y  ose. 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Ayery,  Barbour,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Cannon,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Conard,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 
siylyania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duyall,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Evans,  Findley,  Pisk  of  Vermont,  Pisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Foisyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tneky,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoli,  Ing- 
ham, Irring,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kerdiaw,  Kilbouni,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  LefRirts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
^cCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mur- 
firee,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  SUong,  TannehUl,  Taylor,  Tel&ir, 
TrouD,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Law,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  as  follows. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  have  not  hitherto  retarded 
the  despatch  or  the  public  business,  by  consuming 
the  time  of  the  House  in  debate,  I  trust  I  shall  be 
indulged,  while  I  make  a  few  remarks  in  justifi- 
catioh  ot  the  vote  I  intend  to  give,  on  the  bill 
now  under  consideration.  This  bill  proposes  to 
lay  a  tax  on  the  manufacture  of  iron,  leather, 
cajudles,  paper,  and  other  articles  which  are  indis- 
pensably necessarv,  for  the  people  generallv,  and 
will  be  sensibly  felt  by  the  poorer  classes  ol  com- 


munity. The  bill  grows  ont  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  accepted  by  the 
House,  and  forms  a  branch  of  an  extensive  sys- 
tem of  taxation,  which  will  probably  contintie 
for  years;  and  as  my  opposition  arises  from^ 
conviction  that  the  objects  to  which  the  monef 
is  to  be  applied  will  not  warrant  the  levy,  mv 
remarks  will  fo  to  the  system  generaUy,  as  well 
as  to  this  particular  bill. 

The  object  is  to  continue  the  war  in  which  we 
are  engaged;  and  as  an  indacement  to  us,  U> 
unite  in  the  measures  proposed,  many  considera- 
tions, are  urged.  Little  is  of  late  said  of  the  josttee 
of  the  war,  or  the  principles  on  which  it  was  de- 
clared ;  indeed,  this  would  be  now  idle,  if  not  in- 
decorous, inaamueh  as  the  Administration  ihttor 
selves  have  relinquished  and  abandoned  every 
principle  on  which  the  war  was  declared.  And 
mstead  of  fighting  to  gain,  or  secure  any  rights. 
the  question  now  seems  to  be,  how  much  we  sbalt 
give  up,  to  regain  that  peace  we  rashly  threw 
away. 

We  are  now  called  upon  to  unite  in  grant- 
ing the  means  necessary  to  prosecute  the  war ; 
because  it  is  said  its  character  is  changed,  it  has 
now  become  a  defensive  war  ; — that  as  we  are 
engaged  in  it,  we  most'  prosecute  it  with  union, 
firmness,  and  vigor,  or  submit  to  terms  which  the 
nation  ought  not  to  brook ;  and  that  the  credit  of 
the  nation  will  be  irretrievably  lost,  unless  speed- 
Wy  revived  by  making  suitable  and  ample  pro- 
vision by  taxes.  And  for  these  reasons  we  are 
required  to  unite,  and  this  union  is  to  be  evi- 
denced by  our  wiliioffoess  to  grant  all  the  means 
the  Administration  demand  in  men  and  money. 
Let  us,  sir.  examine  these  grounds,  and  calmly 
inquire,  wnether  they  impose  any  obligation,  or 
furnish  any  new  claim  on  those  who,  from  the 
beginning,  have  been  opposed  to  the  war,  among 
which  number  I  have  the  consolation  to  be  ranked. 

That  this  nation  is  in  a  deplorable  condition 
cannot  be  denied ;  but  that  the  character  of  the 
war  is  changed  I  do  deny.  It  is  true,  thai  the 
efiiscts  and  operation  of  the  war  on  this  people 
have  been  difierent  from  what  was  expected  or 
anticipated  by  its  advocates ;  but  not  diverse  from 
those  predicted  by  its  opposera.  Instead  of  pos- 
sessing the  British  provinces  on  the  North  and 
fiast  in  rapid  succession,  we  daily  tremble  even 
here,  and  on  the  whole  seacoast,  watching  the 
movements  of  the  hostile  fleets,  which  ride  un- 
disturbed in  every  bay  and  inlet  bordering  along 
the  Atlantic ;  scarcely  a  spot  is  guarded  againat 
their  encroachment;  they  assail  us,  put  the  coun- 
try in  commotion,  burn,  ravage,  and  destroy  the 
dwellings  of  our  citizens,  and  retire  when  they 
please.  Still  the  character  of  the  war  is  not 
chan^ ;  everything  else  has  changed,  except  the 
Administration  and  the  character  of  the  war,  and 
this  will  remain  the  same,  so  long  as  they  con- 
tinue to  guide  and  direct  the  affairs  of  thb  na- 
tion. Some  of  the  causes  which  engendered  and 
produced  the  war  had  been  nurtured  and  chei^ 
ished  for  years ;  nor  was  the  act,  in  my  opinion, 
so  much  the  result  of  wise  policy  and  souna  jodg^ 
meat,  as  the  effect  of  passion.    Our  grand  object 
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had  been  for  years  to  cripple  and  injure  Gkeat 
Britain,  then  struggling  for  the  liberties  of  the 
Buropean  world,  as  it  is  now  proved  and  con- 
fessea.  Hence,  that  long  coarse  of  griping  pol« 
icy,  which,  ander  the  pretence  of  regulating  com- 
merce, hftd  been  adopted  in  deadly  succession,  in 
unison  with  the  riews  of  the  now  fallen  tyrant, 
and  which  was  vainly  believed  would  soon  oper* 
ate  the  destruction  or  that  kingdom ;  the  effects 
of  which  was  only  to  impoverish  ourselves,  blast 
our  prosperity,  and  check  the  vigor  and  enterprise 
of  this  once  happy  and  actire  people;  and  which 
system  was  persevered  in,  until  it  brought  down 
this  nation  from  the  proud  eminence  it  once  held, 
to  abject  poverty  and  ruin.  Our  trade  was  de- 
stroyed, our  sailors  dispersed  and  banished  like 
our  commerce,  under  the  fostering  care  of  the 
(Government.  Our  stores  and' warehouses,  which 
once  teemed  with  merchandise'of  all  climes,  be- 
came vacant  and  solitary ;  our  wharves  and  quays 
were  deserted,  or  lined  with  empty  and  moulder- 
ing hulks ;  the  hum  of  business  which  once  en- 
livened our  cities,  changed  to  groans  of  poverty ; 
industry,  which  once  invigorated  and  supported 
thousands,  driven  for  want  of  employment  to  idle- 
ness and  beggary.  And,  to  cap  the  climax  of  our 
calamities,  at  last  came  the  declaration  of  war, 
and  converted  thousands,  who,  in  better  times, 
might  have  been  employed  in  productive,  labor, 
into  drones,  consuming  the  suutance  of  the  na- 
tion, in  the  shape  of  soldiers,  contractors,  tax-gath- 
erers, and  sharpers,  in  the  employment  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, in  endless  varieties. 

We,  sir,  struck  the  first  blow,  as  it  were,  in  the 
dark,  against  the  defenceless  piovinces  of  Canada ; 
they  resisted  and  repelled  our  attacks;  disgrace 
and  mortification  ensued.  Our  Administration 
were  disappointed  ;•  they  awoke  from  their  deli- 
rium, and  behold!  the  author  and  contriver  of 
the  evils  we  have  sufiered,  and  are  sufiering,  re- 
tires from  the  nations  of  the  earth— his  kingdom 
taken  from  him.  Our  enemy  increased  in  strength, 
having  finished  his  work  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, IS  at  liberty  to  succor  his  provinces,  and 
send  his  ships  on  our  coast,  not  in  the  small  num- 
ber of  six  or  seven,  which  was  once  stated  on 
this  floor  to  be  the  extent  he  could  maintain  at 
any  one  time  on  our  Atlantic  frontier,  bnt  in 
fleets  powerful  and  numerous ;  and  powerful  and 
numerous  must  they  be  to  drive  our  gallant  navy 
from  the  ocean,  compel  them  to  retire  into  rivers, 
or  seek  refuge  under  fortifications,  to  avoid  the 
grasp  of  the  enemy. 

Sir,  the  great  boidy  of  the  people  in  this  coun- 
try were  never  heartily  disposed  to  eogage  in  this 
controversy.  We  perceive  no  national  enthusi- 
asm on  the  subject  of  the  war;  this  appears  pret- 
ty clear  from  the  difficulty  in  recruiting  the  army, 
even  with  the  artificial  stimulus  of  great  boun- 
ties and  high  wages,  which  have  been  held  out  to 
them.  They  saw  nothing  at  the  time  of  the  dec- 
laration, different  from  what  had  existed  for  years; 
injuries  they  knew  this  country  had  experienced 
from  Qreat  Britain,  but  they  were,  and  ever  had 
been  considered,  as  growing  out  of  the  peculiar 
relation  the  countries  stood  in  to  each  other,  and 


which  required  a  remedy  by  negotiation  rather 
than  by  force — an  opinion  now  entertained  by 
the  present  Administration.  But  the  people  never 
were  disposed  to  contend  for  abstract  principles, 
and  fight  for  riffbts,  which  required  subtlety  to" 
define  and  sophistry  to  support.  Many  indeed 
believed,  as  they  had  been  told,  that  a  halcyon^ 
period  would  follow  after  a  very  short  struggle- 
They  acquiesced,  and  some  justified  the  war— 
others  deploring  the  mad  career  which  the  Ad- 
ministration were  pursuing,  and  the  certain  ruin: 
to  which  their  measures  would  lead,  strove  to  ar- 
rest the  downward  course ;  they  were  stigmatized 
as  traitors  and  enemies  to  the  country,  and  even 
threatened  with  confiscation  and  heinp,  because 
they  opposed  the  war;  their  apprehensions  are 
now  realized,  and  their  prediction  verified. 

This  war.  sir,  was  invited  at  a  time  when  if 
was  altogetner  unwise  and  unnecessary  to  declare 
it ;  no  preparations  had  been  previously  made  to 
meet  the  crisis,  and  we  all  remember  with  what 
bard  and  painful  strug|[les  it  was  produced ;  and 
Qreat  Britain  at  that  time  had  no  wish  to  engage 
in  the  contest.  I  will  not  say  that  this  disposi- 
tion, on  their  part,  proceeded  from  any  regard  to 
this  country,  or  respect  for  our  righu,  which  our 
policy  bad  inspired,  but  because  they  had  other 
engagements  on  hand,  which  required  their  whole 
energies  and  resources;  it  was  to  rescue  the  world 
from  the  dominion  of  a  bloody  despot.  And  Icon- 
fess  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  notice  in  a  late 
literary  communication,  from  one  who  may  be 
presumed  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  views, 
and  perhaps  some  influence  in  the  Cabinet,  an 
insinuation  that  Qreat  Britain,  '<  suddenly  with- 
<  drawn  from  a  great  war,  full  armed  and  full 
'  handed,  taking  advantage  of  this  nation,  whom 
'  they  had  recently  forced  into  war  unarmed  and 
'  unprepared,  to  indulge  themselves  in  acts  of  bar- 
'  barism  which  do  not  belong  to  a  civilized  age;" 
representing,  with  no  little  art,  that  Qreat  Britain 
first  declared  war  against  this  country,  at  a  mo- 
ment unexpected,  and  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
indulging  a  fiend-like  disposition !  Now,  sir,  the 
world  knows  we  first  declared  this  war,  and  what* 
ever  consequences  may  fiow  from  it,  the  blood 
will  be  required  at  our  hands.  We  have  none  to 
reproach  for  the  miseries  we  are  now  suffering 
but  ourselves — our  own  rash  folly  produced  them. 
We  did  expect  Qreat  Britain  would  be  occupied 
for  years  in  the  war  with  France,  as  was  sug- 
gested in  the  Message  at  the  opening  of  the  pres- 
ent session ;  we  are  disappointed — that  struggle 
is  at  an  end ;  we  have  lost  the  aid  we  expected, 
and  we  are  now  left  with  war,  distress,  and  mis- 
ery, while  most  other  nations  are  reposing  in  the 
calm  delights  of  peace.  And  so  indignant  is  the 
enemy  we  have  chosen,  at  the  time  and  manner 
in  which  the  war  was  declared,  and  so  flashefi 
and  willing  is  that  nation  to  continue  the  conflict 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  that,  although  we  have 
in  the  very  ashes  of  humility  and  repentance, 
given  up  every  principle,  real  or  pretended,  for 
which  war  was  declared,  we  are  now  willing  to 
make  peace  without  securing  anything  but  na- 
tional poverty  and  ridicule.    Xet  Qreat  Britain, 
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BeC  pitfiRf,  bot  mockiof  at  our  eaUuDitiea,  re- 
fuses  to  treat  of  peace,  bnt  on  the  most  humili- 
ating  coaditioDs. 

Sir,  what  are  our  hopes  by  coDiinuiag  the  war? 
The  AdmintstratioD  bare  bad,  so  far  as  we  coold 

SaDt,  all  the  means,  in  men  and  money,  which 
eir  ambition  and  prodijgrality  demanded;  and, 
vnder  the  most  auspicious  eircuro stances,  they 
have  now  wasted  two  years  and  a  half,  and  what 
have  they  accomplished?  Have  they  secured 
*^Free  Trade  and  Sailors'  Rights,"  this  darling 
national  amulet?  Both  have  been,  on  mature 
eenstderation,  deliberately  abandoned.  Have 
they  made  any  progress  in  the  conquest  of  the 
Canadas?  So  far  from  progressing  in  this  great 
work,  that  for  a  long  time  after  the  declaration 
of  war  no  rays  of  that  glory,  which  at  one  time 
seemed  aln^st  to  intoxicate  some  gentlemen, 
darted  in  the  Northern  sky.  And  except  the  in- 
atances  of  Perry.  Macdonough,  and  a  few  others, 
over  whose  heads  the  Aurora  Borealif  has  shone 
nsplendent,  we  hare  gained  nothing;  and  our 
prospects  in  that  quarter  now  are  as  gloomy  and 
cheerless  as  the  sterile  regions  we  coTet.  We 
have  lost  much  territory ;  our  armies  have  been 
wasted ;  our  money  is  exhausted,  and  our  credit 
|[one.  If,  after  ail  this,  we  persevere  in  the  orig- 
laal  scheme  of  conquering  the  Canadas,  thereby 
provoking  the  enemy  lo  commit  devastation  and 
waaie  on  the  seaboard,  bow  can  it  be  said  the 
character  of  the  war  is  changed  ?  It  is  still  marked 
with  its  mipanl  hideous  and  deformed  features. 

And,  sir,  it  is  owing  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
weakness  and  incompetency  of  the  Administra- 
tion to  execute  their  own  prolects,  that  the  pro- 
giess  of  the  enemy  has  not  been  marked  with 
mote  extended  ruin ;  recollect  the  proclamation 
of  the  Governor  of  Canada,  when  he  took  ample 
veageance  on  the  wretchdl  borderers,  on  Lake 
Erie,  the  Jast  year ;  abo  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Monroe  and  Admiral  Cochrane  in  the 
months  of  August  and  September  last,  in  which 
the  Admiraisays: 

^  Having  been  called  upon  by  tbe  Governor  of  the 
Canadai^  to  aid  him  in  csnying  into  effect  msssuies 
of  ntalietian  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
SlatiBSy  for  the  wanton  dsstruction  committed  by  their 
amy  la  Upper  Canadsy  it  has  become  imperiously  my 
duty,  coniormablj  with  the  nature  of  the  Governor 
Qeneral's  application^  to  issue  to4he  naval  foros  under 
my  command  an  order  to  destroy  and  lay  waste  such 
towns  and  districts  upon  the  cosst  as  may  bo  found 


And  in  reply  to  Mr.  Monroe's  argumentative 
answer,  complaining  of  the  above  plan  of  deso- 
lating warfare,  the  Admiral  says : 

^As  I  have  no  authority  fiom  my  Government  to 
emer  upon  any  kind  of  diwussion  relativs  to  the  points 
centaified  in  your  letter,  I  have  only  to  regret  that 
there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  hope  that  I  shall  be 
aathorissd  to  recall  my  general  order;  which  has  been 
further  sanctioned  by  a  subsequent  request  firom  Lieu- 
tenant General  Sir  George  Provost" 

This  order,  sir,  has  been  partially,  but  too  fa- 
tally executed  alreadv.  But  should  we  grant  the 
money  required  by  this  and  other  bills,  and,  in 


conformity  with  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
raise  100,000  men,  and  actually  invade  Canada 
the  ensuing  campaign,  have  we  not  reason  to  fear 
that,  before  the  next  24th  of  Augtist,  oMuy  of  oor 
beautiful  and  most  flourishing  cities,  towns,  aaii 
villages,  on  the  seacoast,  will  present  the  aame 
melancholy  spectacle  which  the  capital  of  the 
nation  now  exhibits?  And  yet  we  are  called  ou 
to  furnish  money  to  prosecute  this  war  of  con- 
quest, regardless  of  ail  consequences.  The  pas- 
sions which  gave  birth  to  the  war  have  not  yet 
subsided,  nor  will  they  be  suffered  to  expire  ao 
long  as  the  present  Administration  contimie  ia 
power. 

The  character  of  the  war  is  not  changed,  nor 
ought  we  to  be  deceived,  and  imagine  it  is  akerad 
essentially  from  an  offensive  to  a  deienaive  war; 
or  believe  that  the  people  have  become  bm>i«  in 
love  with  it,  because  thousands  have  volimteered 
without  request,  on  wdl-founded  hopes  of  reward 
from  the  General  Goverament,  to  defend  their 
soil  and  their  homes.  The  Administration  have 
one  object  in  view,  and  the  brave  yeomanry  of 
our  country  are  actuated  bv  totailv  different  mo- 
tives. The  first  are  r^^aidfess  of  the  duty  of  pro- 
tection, and  are  eager  for  conquest  and  aggran- 
disement ;  the  latter  are  influenced  by  tlie  strong 
principle  ^of  self-defence.  M«n  who  detest  the 
war,  its  authors,  and  the  vain  objects  of  amfattioa 
they  are  pursuing,  are  constrained  to  defend  then- 
selves  against  thoee  dangers  which  Goverament 
have  invited,  but  a|^ast  which  they  have  pro- 
vided no  protection.  The  States,  feeling  ibam- 
selves  abandoned  by  the  Genen^  Govcrnownt, 
have  defended  themselves;  and  while  flghting 
for  defence  of  their  soil,  they  generally  have  b«Bn, 
and  will  be,  meritorious,  for  they  are  animated  in 
a  just  cause,  which  must  be  trium^diant.  But 
the  Administration  having  started  m  this  war 
upon  wrong  principles,  and  having  pursued  a 
course  as  unwise  as  it  is  diiSeolt,  have  fiuied  in 
all  their  plana— military,  financial,  and  diplo« 
matic.  Indeed,  such  is  the  baue&il  influence 
which  hangs  about  them,  that,  where  they  per- 
sonally direct  and  control,  even  patriotism,  aii^ 
the  suonger  principles  of  self-defence,  is  benumb- 
ed and  withered  by  their  touch.  Witness  the  dis- 
graceful scene  which  took  place  where  we  now 
arc,  on  the  24th  of  August  last  t  when  omr  troons 
were  led  to  battle  in  one  of  the  most  honorable 
causes  which  could  possildy  occur;  when  every- 
thing dear  and  valuable,  everything  which  could 
animate  the  breast  or  nerve  the  arm,  should  have 
prompted  them  to  valorous  reaisuace— their  fkm- 
ilies,  houses— -the  very  ark  and  sanctuary  of  the 
nation  was  the  prise  of  the  conflict;  yet  under 
such  leaders  our  troops  retired  before  the  enemy ; 
they  fled  after  the  example  of  the  Captain  Cktne- 
ral  and  his  sympathetic  Secreuriea,  the  guard* 
ians  of  this  consecrated  spot,  and  surrendered  the 
pride  of  the  nation  to  the  spoilers,  to  be  stamped 
with  indelible  disgrace  in  characters  of  vandal- 
ism 1  On  that  fatal  day  our  mighty  chieftains 
seemed  to  possess  no  power  or  energy,  except  to 
vie  with  the  victorious  vandals  in  destroying  the 
costly  works  of  Uste  and  art;  and  skilful  rivals 
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they  proved  themselTes  to  be,  as  the  sad  monu- 
ments  of  their  destraeiioa  now  withio  our  view 
do  testify.  In  most  other  cases,  where  the  States 
hare  depended  on  themselves,  and  confided  in  the 
joetice  of  their  cause,  and  directed  their  energies 
merely  to  defend  their  soil,  they  have  resisted 
manfally,  and  generally  with  success.  This  I 
know  has  been  the  fact  in  the  State  I  have  the 
boaor  to  represent;  there,  although  they  were 
opposed  to  the  war,  neither  believing  in  iu  jus- 
tice, expediency,  or  policy,  yet  they  are  deter- 
mined to  defend  and  protect  the  soil  which  gave 
them  birth,  and  is  hallowed  by  the  sepulchres  of 
their  fathers ;  bat  from  this  noble  determination 
the  Administration  can  derive  no  aid  in  their  ul- 
terior views. 

It  is  further  urged,  as  a  reason  why  we  should 
grant  money  to  prosecute  the  war,  that  it  appears 
by  the  eommonicaiions  containing  the  instruc- 
tions and  correspondence  with  onr  commission- 
ers, that  the  terms  proposed  by  Qreat  Britain  are 
snch  as  cannot  be  accepted,  consistent  with  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  this  nation,  and  therefore 
we  ought  to  unite  in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war.  1  am  willing  to  admit  the  terms,  as  con- 
tained in  the  Message  of  October  last,  taken  in 
the  extent  they  seem  to  imply,  without  any  mod- 
iieation  or  gualification,  are  such  as  we  ought  not 
to  aceepi.  But,  I  am  hapnv  to  say,  the  correa* 
poniience  contained  in  the  Message  of  the  first  of 
the  present  month,  looks  much  more  favorable, 
aad  the  aspect  is  much  more  pacific  now  than 
was  at  first  supposed.  Yet  suppose  the  terms  of 
peace  are  as  hard  and  nareasonable  as  they  at  first 
appeared,  it  would  not  necessarily  follow  that  we 
must  onite  in  carrying  on  our  ofifensive  war 

riAst  the  Canadas,  and  thereby  add  tenfold  to 
miseries  and  distresses  of  the  country.  It  is 
by  no  means  certain  thftt.  during  the  ttme  the 
preaent  AdmiaistratioB  remaia  in  power,  with 
their  present  views  of  territorial  aggrandizement, 
we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  better  terms.  Ghreat 
Britain  is  now  powerful  and  flourishing ;  war  is 
the  habit  of  that  nation ;  they  are  flashed  with 
their  recent  sucoesses,  and,  by  commanding  the 
trade  of  the  world,  they  possess  great  resources— 
■sen,  and  munitions  of  war — they  may  continue 
the  war  for  years,  without  greatly  impairing 
their  strength,  while  we  are  daily  wastioff  our 
vigor;  being  locked  up  within  ourselves,  all  our 
resoarees  must  be  derived  from  internal  Iraposi* 
tioaa.  This  bill  is  to  reach  the  hard  earnings  of 
the  mechanic ;  another  on  your  table  is  to  spread 
over  the  fanning  interest,  with  supplements  adapt- 
ed to  the  pockets  of  all.  Farther,  air,  the  war  is 
at  a  distance  from  them,  and  conquering  the  pro- 
'  vinces  will  not  conquer  that  nation ;  but  we  have 
imwisely  brought  the  war  within  our  own  bosom 
**they  caa  retire  and  recruit  when  they  pUase. 
we  cannot — and  a  continnance  of  the  contest  will 
he  certain  destruction  to  us,  even  if  we  succeed 
in  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Lt  is  also  uncertain 
what  the  conditions  of  peace  may  eventually  be ; 
this  may  depend  on  our  success,  and,  judging  of 
the  past,  our  future  prospects  are  not  very  flatter- 
ing.   It  may  be  here  asked  what  we  shall  do; 


we  are  in  a  sad  dilemma,  and  must  prosecute  the 
war,  or  submit  to  degrading  terms?  My  answer 
is,  that  notwithstanding  our  present  prospects  are 
dark  and  gloomy,  yet  fbelieve  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  Administration  to  obtain  terms,  which 
would  be  for  the  honor  and  interest  of  both  na- 
tions to  accept ;  and  I  indulge  this  opinion  for  the 
following  reasons :  I  believe  Gre^t  Britain  prob- 
ably would,  under  a  change  of  circumfttaaces,  ne* 
gotiate  with  us  on  principles  of  reciprocity.  I 
say  it  is  probable  she  would,  because  it  appears 
by  the  documents  before  us  that  our  Administra- 
tion, while  Bonaparte  was  on  his  throne,  and 
when  it  was  suj^fKised  we  were  strong  and  Great 
Britain  weak,  were  as  haughty  aad  arrogant  in 
thetr  demands  as  Ckeat  £itain  r$  now,  when 
Bonaparte  is  cosfined  at  Blba,  and  when  they  be- 
lieve themselve  strong  and  us  weak;  yet  out  Ad- 
ministration did  descend  from  the  high  and  loftv 
pretensions  they  once  set  up,  to  a  tone  of  humil- 
ity and  condescension,  which  not  long  since  would 
have  been  considered  no  less  than  a  sacrifice  of 
national  pride,  hoDor,  and  independence.  This 
appears  from  a  variety  of  documents.  I  will  ad- 
vert to  a  few  extracts  only. 

In  the  Message  of  the  President,  of  November 
4th.  1612,  after  stating  the  progress  of  the  war, 
and  the  proud  attitude  the  United  States  had  as- 
sumed by  the  declaration,  he  says : 

*'  To  have  shmnk,  under  such  ciroumstanoes,  Irom 
manly  resistance,  would  hsTs  strack  ns  firom  the  higk 
rank  where  the  victories  of  our  lathers  had  placed  ns, 
and  have  betrayed  the  magnificent  legacy  which  we 
held  in  trnat  for  fntuie  genentions ;  it  would  have  ao- 
knowledged  that  on  the  element  which  forms  three- 
ibniths  of  the  globe  we  inhabit,  and  where  all  inde- 
pendent nations  have  equal  and  coamon  rights  the 
American  people  were  not  an  independent  people,  but 
vassals  and  oolonista."         « 


In  ihe  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Ee^ 

laiions)  to  whom  the  above  Message  was  refeirodt, 
they  say— 

**  To  appeal  to  arassi  in  dstaee  of  a  tight,  aad  to 
hey  them  down  withevi  seeurkq^  i^  or  a  satMietaiy 
enHdenoe  of  a  good  dispositien  in  «he  opposite  party  te 
seeuie  it,  would  be  considered  in  no  ether  light  than 
a  relinquishment  of  it ;  to  attempt  to  negotiate  eine^ 
wards  for  the  security  ojf  our  right,  in  expectation  that 
any  of  the  argumenls  which  have  been  uiged  before 
the  declaration  of  war  and  been  rejected,  would  have 
more  weight  after  that  experiment  had  been  made  in 
vain,  would  be  an  act  of  folly,  which  would  not  fail  to 
expose  us  to  the  scorn  and  derision  of  the  British  na- 
tion and  the  world." 

Again,  in  the  same  report — 

**  War  having  been  dedsred,  and  the  case  of  im- 
pinmiuunt  being  necessarily  included  as  one  of  the 
most  important  causes,  it  is  evident  that  it  must  be 
provided  for  in  the  padfication ;  the  omission  of  it  in 
a  treatj  of  peace  would  not  leave  it  on  its  former 
ground ;  it  would,  in  eflect,  be  an  absolute  relinquish- 
ment—sn  idea  at  which  the  feelings  of  every  Ameri- 
can must  revolt" 

In  the  instructions  to  our  Ministers,  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  15ih  April,  1813,  Mr.  Monroe  says— 
"  Yon  are  authorised  to  conclude  a  peace,  in  caK 
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joa  obUin  a  wtiiftrtoty  ttiinilation  agaiiut  impre«- 
ment;  one  which  will  Mcare,  under  the  flag,  protec- 
tion to  the  crew.  If  thia  encroachment  ia  not  pronded 
againat,  the  United  Statea  have  appealed  to  arma  in 
vain.  If  your  effiyrta  to  acoompliah  it  ahoold  fail,  all 
liirther  negotiattona  will  ceaie,  and  yon  will  retam 
home  without  delay.  It  ia  alao  important  to  obtain  a 
definition  of  nentrai  righta,  eapedally  of  hlockade;  bat 
thia  ia  not  to  be  made  an  indiapenaable  condition  of 


lo  the  letter  of  January  23, 1814— 

**  On  impreaament,  aa  to  the  right  of  the  United 
Statea  to  be  exempted  from  it,  I  have  nothing  to  add. 
The  aentiments  of  the  Preeident  have  uadeigone  no 
change  on  thia  important  aubjecL  Thia  degrading 
practice  moat  ceaae.  Oar  flag  most  protect  the  crew, 
or  the  United  BtalM  cannot  conaider  themaelyea  an  in- 
dependent nation."  And  in  the  lame  letter,  referring 
to  former  inatructiona,  he  aaya :  *'  The  principal  object 
of  thia  raTiew  haa  been  to  ahow  that  the  aentimenta 
of  the  Preaident  are  the  aame  in  every  inatance; 
and  the  reaaons  for  maintaining  them  have  become  more 
evident  and  atrong  lince  the  date  of  thoae  inatractiont." 

In  the  letter  of  25th  June,  1814,  he  says  : 
«  We  think  it  probable  that  the  late  evenu  in  Prance 
may  have  had  a  tendency  to  increaae  the  pretenaiona 
of  the  Britiah  Government"  And  again :  **  No  reli- 
ance waa  placed  on  the  good  offioea  of  France  in  bring- 
ing the  war  with  Groat  Britain  to  a  aatiafiictory  con- 
duaion.'*  And  in  the  lame  letter  he  adda :  ^  On  full 
conaideration  it  haa  been  decided,  that  in  caae  no  stip- 
ulation can  be  obtained  from  the  British  GoTemment 
at  thia  moment,  when  its  preten&ions  may  have  been 
much  heightened  by  recent  eventa,  and  the  state  of 
Europe  most  favorable  to  them,  either  rolinquiahing 
the  claim  to  impreaa  from  American  vessels,  or  dis- 
oontinuing  the  practice,  even  in  conaideration  of  the 
propoaed  ezduaion  fit>m  them  of  British  seamen,  you 
may  concur  in  an  article  stipulating  that  the  aubject  of 
impreaament,  together  with  that  of  commerce  between 
the  two  countriea,  be  referred  to  a  aeparate  negotia- 


In  a  letter  of  June  27, 1814,  he  says— 

'*  On  maturo  oonaideratioa  it  haa  been  decided,  that 
under  all  the  circamatanoea  above  alluded  to,  incident 
to  a  pnaecution  of  the  war,  yon  may  omit  any  atipu- 
lation  on  the  aubject  of  impreaament,  if  found  inaia- 
penaaUy  neccaaary  to  terminate  it*' 

Sir,  the  only  apology  for  this  tna^nanimous 
change  in  the  sentiments  of  the  Administration, 
was  a  change  of  circumstances;  this  apology, 
I  believe,  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  the 
nation,  if  peace  had  followed;  and  manv  of 
the  most  ardent  friends  of  the  war  would  have 
acquiesced,  and  have  preferred  to  witness  the 
Administration  condemn  their  own  logic,  and 
commit  **an  act  of  folly,  which  could  not  rail  to 
expose  them  to  the  scorn  and  derision  of  the  Brit- 
ish nation  and  the  world,''  rather  than  continue 
in  this  mad  and  headlong  course. 

Now,  I  believe  Great  Britain  would  treat  with 
us  fairly,  if  they  had  a  similar  apology — a  change 
of  circumstances;  and  this  change,  which  would 
lead  to  so  desirable  an  event,  is  in  the  power  of 
the  Administration  to  produce.  And  here  I  must 
mention  certain  things,  not  as  much  on  accouot 
of  their  novelty  as  their  importance  iu  bringing 


about  this  great  deatderatnm.  Lee  the  Adminis- 
tration recall  the  troopa  from  Canada,  or  rather 
the  borders  of  Canada,  and  abandon  the  project 
of  eonquering  thoae  proTinees ;  and  it  might  noC 
be  an  unwise  preparatory  atep  for  them  to  recall 
such  of  the  Ministers  as  are  well  known  to  poa- 
aeas  sentiments  and  opinions  better  calculated  to 
excite  disgust  and  repulsion,  rather  than  to  con* 
ciiiate  a  pacific  disposition  in  the  enemy,  and  if 
need  be,  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  better  qual- 
ified to  reconcile  the  iarring  interests  of  tbeeona- 
tries.  But,  above  all,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
have  the  Cabinet  formed  of  men  who  prefer  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  to  personal  ag-  ' 
grandizement.  This,  I  am  sensible,  mi|ht  wound 
the  pride,  and  perhaps  defeat  the  ambitious  views 
of  some  high  in  office,  but  if  they  possess  as  much 
patriotism  and  love  of  country  as  they  profess, 
they  cannot  hesitate  to  make  the  sacrifice  for  the 
good  of  the  country.  This  being  done,  Qreat 
Britain  may  then  say,  in  the  language  of  the  in- 
structions, they  are  enabled  to  ^ive  to  these  cir- 
cumstances all  the  weight  to  which  they  are  enti- 
tled, and  on  full  consideration,  agree  to  waive  their 
arrogant  demands,  and  treat  on  terms  acceptable 
to  both  nations. 

This  experiment  has  not  yet  been  tried.  The 
Administration  have  been  trying  experiments  for 
years,  but  thia  appears  to  me  the  only  one  which 
can  effect  the  great  object  we  so  much  desire. 
The  course  of  the  Administration  has,  hitherto, 
been  rather  to  justify  their  own  conduct,  than 
honestly  and  sincerely  to  seek  for  peace.  Their 
policy  haa  been  marked  with  duplicity  and  cun- 
ning, and  they  have  lost  confidence  at  home  and 
abroad.  Their  whole  system  must  be  abandoned 
before  we  can  hope  for  better  times.  A  change 
of  measures  can  only  follow  a  change  of  men. 
I  say,  then,  the  experiment  has  not  been  fatrlj 
tried.  I  do  not  yet  despair  of  peace,  but  until 
every  attempt  is  made,  and  all  reasonable  hopes 
of  peace  are  absolutely  destroyed,  I  shall  neither 
vote  for  men  or  money  to  prosecute  this  war; 
nor  can  I  be  considered  hostile  to  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  country,  by  withholding  my  aid  from 
this  bill. 

As  to  our  doty  to  vote  for  the  money  bills  on 
the  groond  that  the  national  credit  is  sinking, 
and  will  be  irretrievably  lost  unless  speedily  re- 
vived by  making  suitable  and  ample  provision  by 
taxes.  It  certainly  is,  sir,  the  duty  of  those  who  are 
the  guardians  of  the  public  interest,  and  hold  the 
purse-strings  of  the  nation,  to  preserve  its  credit. 
This  does  not  depend  so  much  on  making  profuse 
grants  of  money,  as  by  husbanding  the  resources 
of  the  nation  and  limiting  its  expenditures  withia 
its  means.  Neither  of  these  have  been  attended  to 
by  those  who  have  had  the  control  for  years  past. 
They  have  systematically,  and  of  set  design,  dried 
up  the  sources  of  national  wealth,  and  by  a  long 
course  of  unwise  policv  conducted  this  nation  to 
beggary  and  ruin.  The  millions  which  hare 
been  raised  at  immense  sacrifice  have  been  dissi- 
pated with  prodigality,  and  squandered  in  this  de- 
structive war.  Appropriations  have  been  made, 
taxes  laid,  and  other  means  provided  to  cover  the 
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f  BormoQA  estimates  which  have  been  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  answer  the  demands  of  Qovemment, 
and  yet  there  now  remains  a  deficit  of  many 
millions. 

Under  such  management  the  pablic  credit  can- 
not be  supported — ^the  ability  of  the  nation  can- 
not sustain  it.  No  prudent  and  wise  steps  hare 
been  taken  to  pr^serre  it.  The  credit  of  the 
country  was  solid  and  stable  when  the  power 
eame  into  the  hands  of  those  who  now  hold  it, 
but  they  hare  destroyed  both  public  and  private 
credit.  Is  it,  then,  reasonable  to  require  of  those 
who  have  been  uniformly  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ures which  have  reduced  the  nation  to  its  present 
deffraded  and  deplorable  condition,  to  unite  in 
adding  new  and  grievous  burdens  oa  their  suf- 
fering constituenu  when  they  are  satisfied  the 
money  will  be  dissipated,  as  formerly,  and  no 
substantial  benefit  result  ?  I  think  not.  The  ma- 
jority have  the  power,  and  on  them  must  res^  the 
»esi 


sir,  I  should  be  doing  injustice  to  my  constitu- 
ents'—I should  betrav  the  trust  reposed  in  me, 
were  I  to  consent  to  burden  them  with  the  enor- 
mous taxes  proposed  to  be  applied  to  the  objects 
intended.  1  know  full  well  their  feelings  and 
opinions  on  this  subject.  They  have  been  op- 
posed to  this  ruinous  war  from  the  beginning. 
They  had  suffered  much  before,  but  more  since 
the  declaration  of  war.  Tbey  did  believe  they 
should  receive  protection  from  the  Greneral  G^ov- 
ernment.  Under  this  expectation  tbey  have  yield- 
ed obedience  to  all  their  lawful  requisitions,  and 
have  paid  their  direct  and  internal  taxes  with  a 
punctuality  and  promptness  beyond  any  State  in 
the  Union,  as  the  return  will  show.  The  amount 
of  taxes  paid  by  them  into  the  Treasury  the  last 
year,  exceeds  the  whole  amount  of  their  State 
taxes  for  five  years  before  the  war.  In  addition 
to  which,  in  consequence  of  your  ships  taking 
refuge  in  their  waters,  (and  many  of  them  are 
not  without  a  jealousy  they  were  ordered  there 
by  the  Gh>vernment  to  draw  them  into  the  war,) 
the  people  of  that  State  have  now  for  eighteen 
months  been  called  into  actual  service,  and  are 
still  obliged  to  maintain  a  larse  force  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  State,  abandoned  and  neglected  by 
the  Qeneral  Government,  and  the  expense  thrown 
on  the  State  without  any  reasonable  prospect  of 
remuneration.  And,  sir,  permit  to  me  say,  while 
as  good  citizens  thev  feel  disposed  to  comply  with 
all  just  and  lawfnf  requisitions  of  the  General 
Qovernraent,  they  did  believe,  as  a  consideration 
for  their  obedience,  you  would  '*  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  secure  to  them  and  their  posterity  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty."  But  they  have  been  disappoint- 
ed ;  they  perceive  no  regard  to  these  sacred  du- 
ties— the  great  objects  of  the  Constitution.  You 
have  not  provided  for  the  common  defence — at 
Jeast  they  are  left  to  defend  themselves,  or  fall  a 
prey  to  the  enemy  whom  you  have  invited  to 
their  very  threshold.  They  perceive  no  evi- 
dence that  you  seek  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  they  fear  if  certain  bills  become  the 
law  of  the  land  tbey  shall  be  robbed  of  the  bles- 


sings of  liberty.  Yet,  under  all  these  discour- 
agements they  are  determined,  and,  I  trust,  will 
defend  themselves  against  the  enemy  who  dare 
approach  their  shores — and  as  evidence  of  the 
spirit  and  determination  of  my  constituents,  I 
cannot,  in  justice  to  them,  forbear  here  to  men- 
tion the  attack  on  the  village  of  Stonington,  the 
last  Summer. 

When  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  appeared  before  that 
town  with  a  formidable  squadron,  consisting  of  a 
ship-of-the-line,  a  frigate,  a  sloop  of  war,  a  bomb 
ship,  and  a  bomb  brig,  and  came  to  anchor  within 
dead  shot  of  the  town,  and  gave  but  a  few  hours 
to  remove  the  women  and  children,  declaring  in 
the  most  peremptory  manner  that  he  not  only 
could,  but  would  destroy  the  place,  they  refused 
to  abandon  their  homes.  Being  freemen,  and  free- 
holders, they  resisted.  Federalists  and  Demo- 
crats rallied  side  by  side,  and  with  the  feeble 
means  in  their  power,  they  became  strong  from 
the  justice  of  their  cause,  and,  after  three  days' 
severe  conflict,  thev  repulsed  the  insolent  invader, 
and  drove  him  back  to  report  his  disgrace  and  dis- 
comfiture to  his  master.  I  mention  this  exploit 
because  it  is  considered  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
and  heroic  which  has  been  achieved  this  war ; 
but  as  it  was  performed  in  defence  of  that  neg- 
lected State,  and  not  in  the  conquest  of  Canada, 
I  presume  you  have  neither  thanks  nor  medals  to 
bestow  on  the  heroes. 

Now,  sir,  under  all  these  considerations,  I  can-  « 
not  feel  justified  to  increase  the  taxes  on  my  con- 
stituents, to  be  expended  for  objects  which  they 
deem  worse  than  useless,  and  which,  if  persisted 
in,  must  expose  them  to  greater  perils  and  dan- 
gers. They  do  not  believe,  with  the  late  Secre- 
tary (Campbell)  "that  the  very  expenditure  of  the 
additional  taxes  will  themselves  have  increased  in 
the  community  the  ability  to  disctiarge  them." 

Sir,  we  have  acted  with  precipitation  long 
enough.  It  mav  be  wise  to  stop  and  cdhsider  the 
consequences  which  may  flow  from  the  measures 
we  are  pursuing  if  persisted  in  much  longer. 
The  people  begin  to  feel  their  grievances.  Over- 
whelmed with  taxes  and  expenses,  their  resources 
cut  ofi'-— their  murmurs  and  complaints  are  now 
mild  and  plaintive ;  they  will  become  louder  and 
louder.  If  the  Government  perseveres  in  the 
course  it  is  pursuing,  it  may  shake  the  pillars 
which  support  the  national  dome.  The  pressure 
has  already  caused  some  of  them  to  tremble.  If 
they  add  to  the  weight  in  the  manner  proposed, 
it  may  fall — not  like  yonder  Capitol,  for  that  can 
be  rebuilt. 

Mr.  Law  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Eppbs  and 
Mr.  Wkiobt;  and  after  considerable  discussion 
of  the  various  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill, 
it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  **  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  da- 
ties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  States,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ap» 
cher,  ATsry,  Barboor,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia^ 
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Bine^  Boweo,  Bradlej,  Biawn,  BorweU,  Batlar, 
Caldwell,  Calhoan,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton, 
Comitock,  Condict,  Conard,  Urawford,  Creii^ntiMi, 
Cathbert,  Dana,  DaTia  of  PennfiyWania.  Danoyellei, 
Desha,  DoTall,  Eppea,  ETana,  Fanow,  Findley,  Fiak 
of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  Toric,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholaon,  Glaagow,  Goodwyn,  Goudin,  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Harris,  Hasbfonck,  Hawea,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tud^,  Howell,  Habbard,  Hamphreys,  Ingenoll,  Ing- 
ham, Inring,  fawin,  Johnson  of  Tizginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentacky,  Kennedy,  Keir,  Kilbonm,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moon,  Morfree,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Oakley,  Ormsby ,  Parkor,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  PennsylTaaia,  Shea  of  Temnssea,  Bich,  Bing- 
goU,  Roane,  Sage,  8eHsr,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  PennsylTania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  WUliam%  Wilson  of  PennitylTania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey— 102. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Maasachosetts,  Bigelow, 
Bradboiy,  Bred^enridge,  Brigham,  C^perton,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Cooper,  Colpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Gaston, 
Geddea,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hendenon,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  King  of  Maasachosetts,  Law,  Lewis,  LoTott, 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rugglea, 
Schnreman,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker, 
Stanfinrd,  Stockton,  Stnart,  Stargea,  Taggart,  Thomp- 
son, Voee,  Ward  of  Maasachosetts,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wikor,  Wilson  of  Maasachosetts,  and  Win- 
ter—53. 


Monday,  Deeember  19. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  ^  aathorizing 
Che  payment  to  the  widow  of  Blbkidoe  Gerrt, 
deceased,  late  Vice  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 
^sQch  salary  as  would  have  been  jmyable  to  him 
during  the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
•lected,  had  he  so  long  lived ;  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House."  They  have  con- 
curred in  certain  parts  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  this  House  to  the  bill  ^  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  call  upon  the 
several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  re- 
spective quotas  of  eighty  thousand  militia,  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Sutes 
against  invasion;''  and  they  have  disagreed  to 
other  parts  of  the  said  amendments. 

Mr.  Yancet,  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Robinson  and  others, 
{citizens  of  Knox  county,  Kentucky,)  which  was 
twice  Kad  and  committed. 

Mr.  BoRWELL,  of  Virginia,  laid  upon  the  table 
the  following  resolution  : 

JResoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  MiUtary  AOaln 
he  instructed  to  report  a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  reserve  from  the  regular  troops  furnished  by 
die  mihtia  of  any  State,  in  lieu  of  their  own  serrices^  a 
sufficient  number  to  perform  garrison  duty  within  eaich 
State. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppeb  of  Vir- 
ginia, resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  additiooai  revenue 
for  defraying  theexpenses  of  the  Government,  and 


for  the  maiateaance  of  the  imUie  credit,  by  Uf - 
ing  a  direct  tax  iipoB  the  United  States. 

[This  bill  i»  of^  great  length  and  minute  in  its 
details,  proposed  amendments  to  which  oeeonied 
much  time  of  the  Hooae  ia  discussion.  The 
amount  of  the  direct  tax  is  ooe  hoadred  per  ceot. 
on  the  last  year's  tax,  or  six  millions  of  doUaas 
upon  the  whole  United  States.] 

Afier  the  bill  had  been  gone  through,  thecooi- 
mittee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House  the  amead- 
ments  they  had  made. 

PETITION  OF  W.  H.  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  Yamcbt  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
William  H.  Washtngtoo  ;  which  was  read ;  whan, 
Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bUI  for  the  relief  of  WtUtaaa 
H.  Washington ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  Moadaf 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows 

That  the  petitioner  owned  a  small  house,  attnatedin 
Alexandria  county,  near  the  western  end  of  the  Pela- 
mac  bridge ;  that,  on  the  34th  of  August  laat,  a  qjuan- 
tity  of  public  stores  was  removed  fiam  flreenissPe 
Point,  by  oidor  of  Cohmel  Wadswerth,  and  depsriisd 
in  the  house  for  safe  keeping:  a  eoiponl  and  flveuMn 
were  stationed  at  the  house  to  piotect  them  from  AH- 
ing  into  the  poseesdon  of  the  enemy.  The  oommand 
of  the  stores  was  given  to  Lieutenant  Baden,  who  di- 
rected the  corporal,  in  case  of  attack  by  the  enemy,  to 
blow  up  the  stores  and  retire  from  the  place. 

It  appears  from  the.  affidavit  of  the  corporal,  hereto 
attached,  that  he  apprehended  an  attack  by  the  enemy, 
and,  under  that  impression,  blew  up  the  stores  and  de- 
stroved  the  house.  The  petitioner  claims  the  valne  of 
his  nouse. 

Whether  the  destniction  of  the  house  was  neeesssiy 
to  pMvent  the  public  stores  from  fidling  Into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  to  be  fbnnod  by 
the  fhcts  submitted  to  the  House.  The  committee  are 
of  opinmn  that,  inasmuch  as  the  ofBoer  to  whose  earn 
the  public  stores  weie  cwnmitted  thought  it  pnident 
and  proper  to  deatroy  the  house  and  stons,  to  pravent 
the  latter  ooming  to  the  poassssion  of  the  wiamy,  the 
petitioner  should  be  yaid  the  value  of  his  houss.  They 
therefore  report  by  bill. 

WAsnzverov  couutt,  Dittnet  (if  C&luwMtu 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  thtid  day  of  Becsm- 
her,  in  the  year  of  our  Loid  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  befim  me^  tho  subscriber,  a  justiee 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  and  district  afbesaaid,  f&t- 
sonally  appeared  Philip  Boilia,  corporal  in  tho  Unrtsd 
States'  Army,  and,  being  sworn  in  duo  form,  depoaed 
and  said :  that,  on  the  34th  August,  he  waa  stationed 
with  &Yt  priTates  overaqnantityof  public  stores  which 
had  been  deposited  in  a  frame  house,  said  to  belong  to 
William  H.  Washington,  at  the  foot  of  the  Potomac 
bridge,  in  Alexandria  county ;  that  he  was  ordered  to 
take  care  of  the  said  stores  by  Lieutenant  Baden,  and 
to  blow  up  the  said  stores,  if  the  deponent  was  attacked 
bv  the  enemy ;  that,  on  the  25th  August,  about  three 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  as  soon  as  the  storm  that  day  had 
ceaaed,  the  deponent  saw  a  British  officer,  who  came 
to  the  draw  in  tiie  bridge,  on  the  Virginia  side,  end 
soon  after  returned  ;  that  a  number  of  British  soldisiv 
were,  at  the  same  time,  at  the  toll<4iouse  on  this  side  of 
the  river ;  that  the  drawson  the  bridge  had  been  raised 
the  night  before,  and  kept  up,  but  wero  blown  down 
during  die  st<«m,and  the  ehains  thatrnwed  them  wnta 
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thftt,  MOii  ^km  1km  •flonr  mi  tto  bridge  r^- 
ioniedy  a  eannon  ahot  was  fired  at  him,  tlie  de^Bant» 
from  the  Point ;  and  thk  daponant  thinkmff  that  the 
enamj  intandad  an  attad^  and  not  hannf  the  maana 
to  prataMt  Hm  anamy  pamng,  aa  tkadimw  waa  baakan, 
bimr  np  tha  atataa  with 
nan  to  the  hill  near  the 
ttroyad  the  howe  ani 

I  and  pewdar  in  tha  hooaa. 


th  paiNlar,  and  letnad  with  tha 
he  plaaa ;  that  tha  anptowen  da» 
Utmff  dieie  beiat  a  quantity  of 


PHILIP  +  BOIUA. 
mark. 
Sabacribad  and  iwom  to  before  ma,  thia  3d  day  of 
Daeambar.  1814.  DANIEL  RAPINE. 

LBTTEK  PROM  THE  CLERK. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hottae  n  letter 
from  Pn4ri«k  Mftgr  ader,  Cierk  of  the  Hoiiae,  partly 
in  ezplnnatioo,  and  pirtly  in  refuUMten  of  the 
stalemeota  of  the  aeleet  caminittec  appoiated  to 
take  into  conaideration  bin  former  iener  reapeet* 
in^  iha  deatfoeiioB  of  the  public  library,  »nd  eer- 
taia  papera  belonging  to  hiaoffiee,  during  the  late 
ineorsion  of  the  enemy ;  which  letter  was  read 
and  referred  with  the  said  report  to  a  select  com* 
mittee.    The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Omci  HovBK  or  RsnxsiirrATim,  U.  8., 
December  17»  1814. 

8ik:  The  undersigned,  Clerk  of  tfie  House  of  Rep- 
leaentatires,  ieeU  hnnself  bomid,  from  dke  respect  dne 
to  ^e  House  and  to  himself,  to  state  the  sltnation  in 
which  he  was  prenons  to  the  destruction  of  his  office 
and  the  Library  of  Congress.  This  is  rendered  indis* 
pensably  necessary  by  the  remarks  contained  in  die 
report  of  the  committee  upon  his  acconnta  ibr  disborse- 
ments  of  ^  contingent  money  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
leaentatTfea; 

It  must  be  very  distinctly  recollected  by  erery  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  as  well  as  by  cTeiy  member  of 
the  House,  that  I  was  laboring  under  a  serere  in£s- 
position  during  the  whole  of  the  Pall,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  Winter  of  1813,  and  that  I  was  unable  to 
resume  the  disdiarge  of  my  official  duties  until  about 
the  first  of  January,  1814.  After  the  rising  of  Con- 
gress I  was  twice  violently  attacked  widi  the  same 
complaint,  which  assumed  a  serious  appearance,  and 
threatened  my  life.  Under  these  circumstances,  my 
physicians  amsed  me  to  visit  the  Springs,  as  a  meas- 
ure necesssiy  to  restore  my  heaMi.  If  the  House  shall 
deem  it  neceasaiy,  the  certificates  of  the  physicians 
will  be  procured  and  laid  befbre  them. 

When  I  left  ttus  city  I  can  say,  without  the  fiunr  of 
contradiction,  that  the  enemy  was  not  in  any  e^  tha 
livers  leading  to  thia  place,  or  that  their  fi>ree  was  suf- 
ficient, either  in  tha  bay  or  oa  the  coast,  to  justify  an 
expectation  of  an  attadt  on  the  Seat  of  Gotemment. 
I  befieTC  that  the  Heads  of  tha  Departments  did  not, 
at  that  time,  contemplate  that  any  moTcment  would  be 
made  by  the  enemy  threatening  tha  city  of  Wadiing- 
ton.  Under  these  circumstances  and  Ihcts,  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatiyes  most  respectfully  asks 
leaTC  to  observe,  that  he  is  free  from  censure,  because 
of  his  going  to  the  Springs  to  recover  his  health,  which 
was  worn  down  by  a  constant  and  assiduous  attention 
to  his  official  duties. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  charges  the  Clerk  end  those  in  his  em- 
ploy with  not  using  a  proper  degree  of  vigilance  and 
precaution  for  the  preservation  of  the  papera  appertain- 


ing (o  tha  office  of  the  House  aad  of  tha  Libiary  of 
Congress,  he  begs  the  House  to  refer  to  a  statement 
fiir  information  upon  thia  subject  written  by  two  of  hia 
cisaka,  who  are  known  to  be  gentlemen  of  respeetabil- 
ity  and  truth,  and  laid  beiire  tha  House  on  the  S8d  of 
September,  a  copy  of  whkh  he  hemwith  presanta, 
miuksd  No.  1. 

The  Clerk  haa  further  to  observe  upon  this  subject, 
that  it  wfil  appear,  by  the  certificate  of  Captain  Burcfa, 
herewith  accompanying,  marked  No.  2,  that  two  of 
hia  cleika,  Mr^  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Barry,  were  doing 
duty  in  his  compsny  of  artillery  firom  tha  19th  of  Au« 
gnat  until  sifter  the  deatmctiaD  of  the  Capitol ;  that 
they  could  not  leave  the  camp  without  a  furlDugh  fram 
the  Colonel  or  General,  which  was  never  gimited 
tham ;  that  it  will  appear,  by  the  atatament  af  Captain 
Bestor,  No.  3,  that  Mr.  Burch,  another  of  his  cleika» 
and  upon  whom  ha  placed  mndi  relianoa,  waa  marched 
fiuas  the  city,  and  contiouad  under  his  command  until 
tha  afternoon  of  the  Slat  of  August,  whan  he  was  iur- 
lougfaed  by  General  Smith,  aa  will  be  aaen  by  his  Geu- 
end  Order  No.  4.  Mr.  Burcfa  did  net  gat  into  tha  dty 
until  nightfidl  of  that  day*  Aaelhar  of  hk  elarka, 
Caisnsl  Gaosga  Magmder,  who  was  the 
of  one  ef  the  regimente  tfasn  in  the  service,  i 
with  his  regiment,  and  ccntinaad  with  it,  as  waa  hia 
duty,  until  after  the  destruction  of  the  C^itol.  There 
waa  then  only  one  clerk  left,  Mr.  Froat»  who  had  just 
ba&>re  bean  appointed  in  the  offios,  and  he  alao  would 
have  been  taken  away  with  tha  miUtaiy,  if  he  had  not 
been  over  the  avspaseiibed  by  law  ibr  militia  aervioe« 
From  these  fiicte  it  resulte  that,  of  tha  clerks  in  my 
employ,  those  in  the  company  of  Captain  Burch  had 
no  power  whatever  to  intarfsca  in  Um  sanng  of  tha 
ofiice  aad  library  from  destruction;  that  Mr.  Burch 
cenld  not  do  anything  for  their  pseaasvation  until  Man* 
day,  the  Md,  nar  could  Colonet  Magmder,  wMiout  da* 
setting  his  dutasa  in  the  field. 

On  the  S9d  Mr.  Burch  and  Mr.  Frost  did  commence 
the  removal  of  the  office,  not  in  the  afternoon,  wi  is 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  but  actually  in 
the  forenoon.  The  means  of  transportation  were  Ihkt" 
itod  fiyr  three  days  previous,  and  on  that  day  the  couf 
mittee  have  admitted  it  was  almost  impossibfo  to  pro* 
cure  it  at  all. 

The  evidence  which  the  committee  have  procured' 
fipom  ^e  Departments,  of  the  faefiity  whidi  they  found 
in  removing  their  papers,  can  have  no  bearing  on  te 
present  case,  aa  these  Departmente  began  to  pack  up 
on  the  18th  or  19tii  of  the  month,  and,  bi  foct,  removed 
baibra  the  aftemaon  of  tha  83d;  and^  eoneofuently, 
had  all  their  maana  of  tranapertation  in  readinaas  pre-* 
vious  to  the  time  it  baoama  so  difisult  to  pracare  it 

The  Clerk  begs  leave  itirther  to  obeerve,  that  the 
Headi  of  Departmente,  being  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Government,  had  much  better  means  of  procuring  cor- 
rect  information  of  the  movemente  of  the  enemy  than 
the  derks  in  his  office,  whose  only  sources  otinfyrmm,* 
tion  were  the  common  reporte  to  be  heard  in  the 
streeta ;  and  it  is  notorious,  that  the  public  mind  waa 
in  darkness  and  ignorance  upon  the  subject  of  the 
strength  and  movemente  of  the  enemy ;  that  the  Heads 
of  Di^rtmento  gave  orders  to  pack  up  thehr  papers^  aa 
has  been  observed  before,  some  on  the  I9th,  and  one 
even  on  the  18th  of  the  month ;  and  that,  as  many,  if 
not  a  majority,  of  their  clerks  were  over  the  age  of 
forty-five  years,  they  were  not  compelled  to  leave  the 
offices.  This  accounts  for  their  ability  to  pack  up  thehr 
papers,  and,  in  some  cases,  actually  to  remove  them, 
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bcfim  it  wu  ia  the  power  of  my  elei^  to  conmenoe 
the  bucinew. 

The  Clerk  most,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  way,  and 
he  eayt  it  with  confidence,  that  thoae  in  his  employ 
were  not  guilty  of  negliffenee,  or  inattention  in  the 
preserration  of  the  office,  onlen,  indeed,  the  committee 
will  prove  that  they  were  not  in  the  military  eervice ; 
that  they  remained  daring  the  whole  time  in  the  city ; 
and  that  they  took  no  part  or  interest  in  its  preser- 
▼ation. 

With  respect  to  the  Library,  he  asks  the  House  to 
refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Frost,  marked  No.  6.  This 
gentleman  acted  as  under-libiarian ;  the  rest  of  the 
clerks  in  my  office  had  no  authority  or  control  in  that 
department. 

In  regard  to  the  oontingent  exponses  of  the  House, 
the  Tojichers  for  which  were  destroyed,  the  undersigned 
begs  leave  to  state,  that  the  Committee  of  Aooonnts 
have  always  had  the  sole  control  of  the  disborsements 
of  the  funds  appropriated  for  this  object,  and  have  sane* 
tioned  all  the  payments  which  hsTe  been  made  out  of 
it.  Being,  from  the  nature  of  the  other  datiee  ef  his 
office,  unable  to  attend  to  this  branch  of  the  business, 
it  was  confided  by  the  Cleik  to  Mr.  George  Magruder, 
his  principal  deik.  The  amounts  drawn  at  difisrent 
times  from  the  Treasury  have  always  been  so  drawn 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  af- 
ter they  had  leceived  satisfiictory  information  that  the 
foads  already  drawn  wen  eipended.  The  Committee 
of  Accounts  have  always  kept  a  record  of  their  ae- 
oooBls,  as  well  as  their  chief  deik,  and  acted  as  a  check 
upon  him,  the  undersigned  has  had  no  farther  agency 
in  the  same,  than  to  affix  his  signature  to  them  when 
the  forms  of  office  required  it  This  is  not  a  novel 
practice,  but  is,  he  beheus,  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
oontingent  expenses  of  every  office  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  any  extent ;  the  chief  clerks  always  dubnning 
the  contingent  fund,  though  the  principal  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  same.  It  is  not,  therefore,  so  very  extraor- 
dinary, the  undersigned  would  respectfully  suggest, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  afford  to  the  committee  of  in- 
quiry a  specification  of  expenditures,  of  which  all  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  were  so  unfortunately  destroy- 
ed. He  greatly  regrets  that  the  chief  clerk  had  kept 
no  duplicate  book  or  memorandum  of  the  accounts 
paid,  which  could  supplpr  the  defidenqr  of  that  destroy- 
ed, in  consequence  entirely  of  his  absence  on  duty  in 
the  field  of  battle.  Could  the  event  of  that  day  have 
been  foreseen  six  hours  before  it  happened,  those  pa- 
pers had  probably  escaped  the  flames. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  the  honorable  House  that,  out 
of  so  large  a  mass  of  accounts  of  a  miscellaneous  cha* 
racter  as  are  paid,  in  the  course  of  seven  mendis,  out 
of  the  oontingent  fond  of  the  House,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  person  having  paid  it,  to  recollect  more 
than  a  fow  items.  It  is  true  that  the  evidence  of  pay- 
ment of  such  accounts  may  be  collected,  in  a  great 
degree,  by  the  voluntary  testimony  of  those  to  whom 
the  money  was  paid,  but  it  is  no  less  true,  that  this 
must  be  a  work,  not  of  a  day  or  a  week,  but  of  time 
and  research.  The  undersigned  has  taken  means,  by 
a  public  advertisement,  to  accomplish  this  object,  and 
will  not  fail  to  use  due  diligence  in  pursuit  of  it. 
Meanwhile,  he  most  respectfully  suggests  that,  to  ac- 
cuse him  of  deficiency  and  de&ult  in  his  accounts,  be- 
cause the  particular  items  of  disbunwmentare  unascer- 
tained, could  not  enter  the  views  of  the  honorable 
House  or  any  member  of  it,  because  it  would  be  unjust 
in  itself,  and  would  be  to  add  cruelty  to  that  pain  which 


the  undersigned  has  already  snfiersd  from  the  loss  sus- 
tained in  his  office. 

After  these  general  observations,  the  undersigned 
begs  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  few  remarks  on 
that  part  of  the  report  which  implies  an  nnjuat  state- 
ment as  to  two  of  the  very  fow  accounts  which  he  or 
his  chief  derk  have  been  able  to  specify  as  having  been 
paid.  This  b  due  to  the  House  from  its  Clerk,  as  well 
as  to  his  own  conscious  rectitude,  and  to  a  reputatioB 
which  he  hopes  no  man  can  justly  impeach. 

First.  As  to  the  account  stated  by  the  committee  to 
be  overcharged  as  paid  to  the  messengers  and  servants 
of  the  House,  nothing  is  capable  of  more  satitfiictorj 
explanation.  Theee  persons  were  requested  to  ftimid^ 
a  statement  of  the  amounts  they  had  severally  recdvod. 
They  made  an  error  in  their  statements,  which  the 
honorable  committee  detected,  but  of  which  the  chief 
clerk  neither  participated  nor  had  information  untfl  it 
was  reported  to  the  House  by  the  committee,  and  which 
neither  he  nor  the  persons  who  made  it  were  affiirded 
an  opportunity  to  amend.  That  cireamstaoce  is  more 
fully  explained,  and  the  underrigned  hopes  in  a  man- 
ner which  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  House, 
in  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr.  George  Magruder, 
marked  No.  7,  and  also  by  a  statement  of  the  prind- 
pal  messenger  referred  to  in  his  letter. 

Secondly.  As  to  the  amount  whidi  the  committee 
appear  to  have  been  satisfied  was  overchuged,  as  hav- 
ing been  paid  to  the  printers,  the  underdgned  in  the 
absence  of  that  documentary  proof,  which  would  haTO 
completely  satisfied  the  House  on  this  head,  (but  which 
was  destroyed  with  other  papers,  not  in  his  office,  bat 
in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,)  begs  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  statement  of  fe(^,  in  order  to  refute, 
as  publicly  as  it  was  made,  the  charge  in  this  respect 
contained  in  the  ireport  of  the  cooimittee.  The  abstract 
obtained  from  the  Treasury  bears  date  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814,  as  to  its  settlement  at  the  Auditor's  office. 
On  the  face  of  it,  however,  it  is  stated  that  the  accounts 
settled  at  that  time,  were  up  to  the  seventh  only  of  that 
month,  and  the  probability  is,  they  were  not  up  io  that 
by  some  days,  as  it  is  well  known  that  papers  are  left 
for  settlement  at  the  Treasury  frequently,  and,  indeed, 
always  several  days  before  they  are  acted  upon.  Ap- 
plication has  been  made  by  my  order,  two  or  three 
times,  to  ascertain  the  date  of  the  deposits  of  that  ac- 
count at  the  Treasury,  and  have  as  often  been  answered, 
that  the  account  itself  together  with  every  accompany- 
ing voucher,  u  lying  in  ashes  at  the  site  of  the  former 
Treasury  building.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  and  it 
is  doing  injustice  to  me,  for  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
to  be  giving  certificate*,  that  means  of  transportation 
of  public  papers  were  everywhere  to  be  had  in  abun- 
dance, when  they  suffered  accounts  and  vouchers  of 
such  recent  date  to  be  burned.  The  papers  marked 
Nos.  11  and  18,  herewith  submitted,  will  demonstrate, 
as  &r  as  evidence  can  be  obtained,  not  only  that  theee 
jiccounts  were  not  induded  in  the  settlement  of  the  14tli 
of  January,  1814,  but  that  the  Clerk  ought  to  haTe 
credit  on  that  head  for  a  sum  of  more  than  two  thou- 
sand dollars  than  he  daimed.  The  statement  of  Mr. 
Way,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wdghtman,  will  exhibit 
how  liable  to  error  all  estimates  must  be,  collected  in  the 
unusual  manner  in  which  those  of  the  committee  were. 

The  schedule  marked  A,  which  accompanies  this 
report,  with  vouchers  from  No.  11  to  No.  17,  obtsined 
since  the  committee  reported,  will  exhibit  a  fiirther 
sum  to  be  credited  to  the  account  of  the  Clei^,  to  the 
amount  of  about  seven  thousand  doUais. 
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ThflM  MDOimte  oonliiiMd,  (neftrty  seven  thoimiid 
doUan,)  with  cuh  in  hand  at  the  commenoament  of 
thie  eewion,  aa  eatimated  by  the  chief  clerk  in  hia 
atatameol  accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee, 
wUl  reduce  the  amount  of  expendituree,  for  which 
▼onehen  are  not  yet  obtained,  to  about  one-half  of  the 
amount  of  deficiency  stated  by  your  honorable  com- 


Other  Touchers  of  a  like  character  will  be  duly  ob- 
tained, and  the  undersigned  does  not  despair,  in  a  sea- 
sonable time,  to  be  able  to  account  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  House  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  expenditurea 
from  the  contingent  ftind.  All  which  he  respectfully 
solicits  the  House  to  take  into  thek  consideration. 
PATRICK  MAGRUDER. 

Hon.  SvEAKsm  oftht  Hou9e. 

TAX  ON  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defrayiog  the  expenses  of  Goveruraent, 
and  mgintaiDJBff  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties OD  household  furniture,  or  horses  kept  exelu- 
sirely  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on 
the  question,  that  the  same  do  pass?  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  102,  nays  46,  as  follows: 

TxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Bnrwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conar^  Crawford, 
Ureighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Pisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  For^th,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour^ 
din.  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, hungerford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin» 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Leflerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mo- 
Coy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleas- 
ants, Rea  of  PennsyWania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wil- 
son  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MasMchusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  BradbuiT,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Cilley»  Cooper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Geddes, 
Groaveoor,  Hale,  Hendenon,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Miller,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Beed>  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturgea, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox»  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Tuesday,  December  20. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  **  authorizing  pay- 
ment to  the  widow  of  Elbridob  Obrry,  deceased, 
late  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  of  such 
salary  as  would  have  been  payable  to  him  during 
the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 
had  he  so  long  -lived,"  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  amendments 


proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the  Sen^ 
ate  **  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty 
thousand  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States  against  invasion;"  and  the 
said  message  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  and  amendments  do  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Stockton : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  constitutionality  and 
expediency  of  imposing  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  the  several  Territories  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Pear*son  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
hy  adding  the  followinff  words:  "and  that  the 
Committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  authorizing  the  several 
corporations  within  the  District  to  impose  a  direct 
tax  on  the  public  property  therein." 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  that  the  resolution  do  lie  on 
the  table. — Negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  theamendment 
proposed  bv  Mr.  Pearson,  and  negatived. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  bill  10  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  providing  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  t^ame;  and  the  amendments  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  being 
read,  were,  in  part,  concurred  in,  and  in  part  dis- 
agreed to,  by  the  House. 

The  said  bill  was  further  amended. 

And  a  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Sharp  farther 
to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  the  words  ^*  an- 
nually" out  of  the  following  clause:  "  That  a  di- 
rect tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars  be  hereby  annu- 
ally laid  upon  the  United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined ' 
in  the  negative— yeas  50,  nays  102, as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Bard,  Bamett,  Baylies  of 
Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  fiowen, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Butler,  Ca- 
perton, Calhoun,  Culpeper,  Earle,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Hale,  Hall,  Henderson, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, King  of  NorUi  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Ma- 
con, Moseley,  Murfree,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  John 
Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tel&ir,  Wheaton,  White, 
AVileox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avezy, 
Barbour,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
dict, Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuth- 
bert, Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth, 
Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griflfin,  Groa- 
venor,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkina  of  New 
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Toifc,  Uttbkwrd,  IngeraDll,  IngkaniY  Irving,  Irwin,  Jack- 
ton  of  Rhode  Iiland,  Johnson  of  Virginia*  Johnson  of 
Kontncky ,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Ker^ 
dbaw,  Lefierto,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Markell,  Mo- 
Coy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Potter,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman, 
Seybert,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stockton,  Storges,  Tan- 
nehill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Yose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetto,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  WiU 
Itamt ,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

Mt.  Yancet  moved  further  to  amend  th«  said 
bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  section: 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shaU  con^ 
tinne  to  be  in  force  for  and  during  the  war  in  which 
the  United  States  are  now  engaged  with  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  de- 
pendencies thereof,  and  until  the  expiration  of  the 
year  in  which  the  said  war  shall  terminate,  and  no 
longer. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  mored  to  amend  the 
said  section  by  striking  out  all  thereof  from  the 
word  '^Ireland,"  and  insert,  "and  for  one  year 
thereafter,  and  no  longer."  And  the  question 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  said  section,  and  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
liye — yeas  61,  nays  78,  as  follows: 

YxAS-^^essrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Atoij,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Bret^enridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Clark,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Coth- 
bert,  Batis  of  Pennsylvania,  Benoyeiles,  Desha,  Earle, 
Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Hale, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
geribrd,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  kenhaw. 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Le^ 
ferts,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McLean,  Murfree,  Pear* 
son,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sharp,  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanfinrd,  Strong,  Tel&ir, 
Wheaton,  White,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Bradley,  Cannon, 
Champion,  ChappeU,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Comstoek,  Con- 
ard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Maasa^ 
dittsetts,  DuTsll,  Eppes,  Farrow,Findley, Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forsyth,  Goiudin,  Grifl&n,  GrosTenor,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  IngersoU, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin^  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  John- 
son of  Vurgiuia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kilbourn,  LoTstt,  Lyle,  Markell,  McCoy,^McKmi, 
Montgomery ,H[oore,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oak- 
ley, Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Potter,  Rea  of  PennsyWania,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rug- 
gle^  Sage,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stockton, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udiee,  Yose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetto,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wil- 
cox, Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Winter. 


Wednesday,  December  21. 
Mr.  McKeb,  from  the  Copamittee  on  tiie  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  several  petitions 
from  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  re- 
lating to  claims  to  lands  derived  from  the  British 


Gorernment ;  wfaieli  w«a  resd^  nod  Mr.  McKsb 
reported  a  bill  for  qaietin|^  and  adjusting  dauas 
to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Tefritory ;  wbiefa  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Comminee  of 
the  whole  House. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  laying  a  direct  ux  of  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars upon  the  United  States. 
^  Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina^  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  therefrom  the  41sC 
section,  which  is  as  follows i 

«« aao.  41.  And  U  it  further  enacted.  That,  towards 
establishing  an  adequate  revenue^  to  pnmde  Cm  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  Government;  for  the 
punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  principal  and  in- 
terest, contracted,  and  to  be  contrmoted,  aeeordinf  to 
the  terms  of  the  contracts  respectivdy;  and  for  cre- 
ating an  adequate  sinking  fund,  gmdnaily  to  rsdnee, 
and  eventually  to  extinguiJih  the  public  debt  contract* 
ed,  and  to  be  contracted,  the  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid 
shall  continue  to  be  Uid,  levied  and  collected^  daring 
the  present  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  and  until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  com- 
pletely accompUshed,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  of  Con- 
gress to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstand- 
ing. And  for  the  effectual  application  of  the  revenue^ 
to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  said  dnect  tax  laid  by  this 
act,  and  also,  by  and  from  the  direct  tax  laid  by  the 
said  act  of  Congress,  entitled  «An  set  to  lay  and  col- 
lect a  direct  tax  vrithin  the  United  States,"  to  the  par- 
poses  aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the  foith  of  ttie 
United  States  is  hereby  pledged:  Presided  ahoaye. 
That,  whenever  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
alter,  reduce,  or  change,  the  said  direct  tax  by  this  act 
laid»  it  shall  be  lavrl^  so  to  do,  upon  nroviding  and 
substituting  by  law,  at  the  said  time,  sAd  for  the  same 
purposes,  other  taxes  or  duties,  which  shall  be  eqaal^ 
productive  with  the  direct  tax  so  altered,  reduMd,  or 
changed :  And  provided  further.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  snail  be  deemed  or  construed  in  any 
wise  to  rescind  or  impair  any  specific  appropriation  of 
the  said  direct  taxes,  or  either  of  them ;  bnt  such  a|^ 
propriation  shall  remain  and  be  carried  into  effectt 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  Hie  law 
and  laws  making  the  same;  anything  in  £is  act  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  any  vrise  notwithstanding.'' 

On  this  motioa  a  very  iatefestfog  but  deraltory 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs*  Yanosy,  Oal- 
BODN,  Rhea,  LowimBa,  and  Tblfaib,  advoeaied 
the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Rppbs,  IiragRSOLL,  Pot- 
ter, Duvall,  FiNOLEY,  Gbo«yeiior,  HAwrnf«, 
WsBBTBR,  Pickering,  Nbwtok,  and  Nblbov  op- 
posed it. 

The  adrocates  of  the  motion  urRcd  that  they 
had  no  wish  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  bill,  bat 
that  the  spirit  of  the  Ooostitntion  required  that 
a  direct  tax  should  be  laid  only  for  one  year,  and 
continued  no  longer  than  imperious  necessity  re* 
quired;  that  the  Constitution  haring  given  to 
Congress  the  power  to  control  the  taxes,  to  part 
with  it  for  a  series  of  years,  would  be  to  surrender 
their  Constitutional  power,  inasmuch  as  tbey 
could  not.  after  giving  the  proposed  pledge,  with- 
hold the  taxes  without  the  consent  of  the  two  other 
branches  of  the  Goyeroment;  that,  whilst  the 
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pledge  to  be  given  might  sttfdie  the  nation  for- 
ever with  a  land  tax,  it  was  not  necessary  \o  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  credit,  because  a  suffi* 
oienlsam  was  pledged,  by  the  bills  already  passed, 
for  the  annual  payment  of  the  interest  and  a 
portion  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt;  that 
this  discovery  of  supporting  public  credit  by  pledg- 
ing an  annual  land  tax,  was  of  recent  date — for, 
during  the  Administrations  of  Washington  and 
Adams,  when  the  Gbvernment  would  naturally 
be  most  solicitous  for  the  establishment  and  in- 
vigoration  of  public  credit,  a  direct  tax  had  been 
imposed  but  one  year,  and  was  then  pledged,  as 
DOW  proposed;  it  was  ftying  too  snddeniy  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  after  refusing  to  pledge 
anything,  to  pledge  all  the  resources  of  the  Grov- 
ernment,  of  every  description,  to  the  public  credit- 
or. Various  arguments  were  also  urged  against 
the  pledge  for  the  continuance  of  this  tax,  derived 
from  its  general  character;  it  was  a  tax,  it  was 
aaid,  unequal  in  its  character  on  different  sec* 
lions  of  the  Union,  and  unequal  in  its  operation 
frequently  when  not  unequal  in  its  amount,  owinff 
to  the  local  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  nation,  and  the  disburse- 
menu  of  the  Gtovernmeot  therein.  It  was,  be- 
sides, argued  that  direct  taxation  was  the  prinei- 
pml  resource  of  the  State  governments  for  revenue 
— because,  from  their  nature  and  relative  situa- 
tion, they  cannot  resort  to  internal  taxation ;  and, 
therefore,  a  direct  tax  ou^ht  not  to  be  o? ercharged, 
nor  too  long  persevered  in. 

The  arguments  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
were  various,  as  they  proceeded  from  one  or  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  They  were,  in  general, 
to  this  effect:  The  argument  against  parting 
With  the  power  of  taxation,  it  was  said,  would 
apply  as  well  to  the  pledges  contained  in  the  in- 
ternal tax  bills  (against  which  it  had  not  been 
suggested)  as  to  this;  and  was  besides  inconclu- 
sive if  correct,  inasmuch  as  the  House,  by  with- 
holding appropriations,  over  which  it  had  an 
efficient  check,  could  at  any  time  coerce  the  other 
branches  of  the  Qovernment  to  repeal  or  modify 
existing  taxes.  That,  though  In  ordinary  times, 
the  pledges  already  given  of  the  internal  taxes 
might  be  sufficient  to  maintain  public  credit,  it 
wi»  necessary  now  to  resuscitate  that  credit — ^in 
the  words  of  one  gentleman,  "to  dig  it  (Vom  the 
grave;''  that  this  was  a  duty  peculiarly  devolving 
on  those  who  had  declared  and  supported  the 
war,  and  on  whom  devolved  the  responsibility 
for  its  sueeess  or  failure.  That  it  would  be  high- 
ly unjust  and  partial,  aAer  pledging  the  taxes  on 
the  materiab  and  labor  of  the  artisan,  mechanic, 
and  poor  retailer— after,  in  fact,  pledging  the 
taxes  on  the  industry  of  the  community — to  re- 
fuse to  pledge  the  tax  on  its  solid  wealth  and 
landed  property,  dtc.  That  this  pledge  of  a  land- 
tax,  as  a  foundation  for  borrowing^  money,  would 
be  worth  much  more  than  all  the  internal  taxes 
put  together,  because  its  product  would  be  certain, 
whilst  the  products  of  the  other  taxes  must  be 
matter  of  estimate  and  conjecture.  The  argu- 
ment that  a  sufficient  amount  of  taxes  was  al- 
ready pledged  to  sustain  the  public  credit,  was 
lath  Coir.  3d  Ssss.-«31 


denied  any  weight,  because  it  made  the  eligibil- 
ity of  the  taxes  to  be  pledged  depend  on  the  pri- 
ori tv  of  passage  of  several  bills  which  were  in- 
tended and  calculated  to  form  parts  of  a  general 
system  of  taxation,  &c. 

Various  other  points  were  brought  into  discus- 
sion, as  to  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  in  regard  to  the  frequency  and  per- 
manency of  a  land  tax,  ^c,  and  on  the  merits  of 
the  present  and  former  systems  of  finance,  which 
could  not  be  here  detailed  with  any  justice  to 
those  who  iutrodueed  them. 

The  question  being  at  length  taken  on  this 
niotiott,  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  48, 
nays  105,  as  follows: 

Yba»— Messrs.  Alston,  Baid»  Barnett,  Baylies  of 
Msssaehosetts,  Bowen,  Boydt  Bradbury,  Barweil,  Biit^ 
ler,  Calhoun,  Clark,  Crawford,  Cnlpeper,  Denoyeiles, 
Desha,  Bails,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Glasgow, 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hall,  Hairis,  HenderMo,  Humplveysy 
Hnlbert,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kersfaaw^ 
King  of  MaasachusstU,  King  of  North  CsMlina,  Law, 
Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Psaison,  Pickens,  Uiea  ef 
Tennessee,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong, 
Telfair,  Wheaton,  Wilson  of  Massschusetts,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bigelow,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  CaldweU, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Corn- 
stock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Coxe,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dovall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Geddes,  Gholson, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hasbroock,  Hawes,  Hawk- 
ins, Hopkins  of  Kentacky,  Howell,  Hubbard,  IngevsoU, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Maikell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  MiUer,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moeeley,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Psrker,  PidLering,  Pipac, 
Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiHiam  Reed,  Raa  of 
Pennsylvattia,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rnggles, 
Sage,  Sdwreman,  Sejbert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd.  Skinner,  Slay  maker.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Stockton,  Stoiges,  Tag^art,  Tanae- 
hill,  Taytor,  Thonpsoa,  Troin^  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of 
MasMohnsetts,  Ward  of  Now  Jersey,  Webster,  Wil- 
ooz,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

Mr.  PoTTBR  moved  to  amend  the  26th  section 
of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  these  words:  ^8>haH, 
within  ten  days  after  receiving  his  collecttdn  list 
from  the  principal  assessors,  respectively,  asaforD- 
said;'*  and  inserting  the  words,  ^'upon  receiving 
his  collection  lists,  shall  proceed  to  collect  the 
same,  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  such  day  as  shall  be  fixed  upon 
by  him,  which  day  shall  be  uniform  in  all  the 
States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  62,  nays  90,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Champion,  Ciiley,  Condict,  Coop- 
er, Cox,  Cnlpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ely,  Gaston,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hen- 
derson, Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  Of 
New  York,  Law,  Lovett,  McKee,  MiUer,  Motelet, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter*  Jolm  Bead, 
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WiUiam  Reed,  Raggles,  Schareman,  Bheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slajmaker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Voaet  Ward 
of  Maasachuaetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crelghton, 
Cumbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Fndley,  Pisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ing- 
ham, Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker^ 
ahaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Markell, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tellair,  Udree,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  PennsylTania,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Stanford  moTed  to  amend  the  said  bill 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "districts,"  in  the 
30th  line  of  the  printed  bill,  the  following  words: 
^'and  also,  a  like  certified  copy  for  each  county 
or  district  within  the  said  collection  districts,  to 
be,  by  said  collector,  deposited  with  the  clerk  or 
prothonotary  of  the  several  counties  or  districts." 
And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mioed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Potter  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting the  following  as  the  4Ist  section : 

Sac.  41.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted.  That  every  per- 
■on  who  shall  pay  the  full  amount  of  his  taxes  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  June,  annually,  shall  be  entitled 
to  an  abatement  of  twelve  per  centum  on  the  amount 
of  his  taxes,  to  be  allowed  and  deducted  therefrom  by 
the  collector;  and  if  not  paid  on  said  first  day  of  June, 
but  shall  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October, 
annually,  he  shall  be  allowed  a  deduction  of  six  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  his  taxes,  to  bo  made  in  man- 
ner aforesaid;  and  eveiy  person  who  shall  neglect  to 
pay  his  taxes  until  after  the  said  first  day  of  October, 
ahdl  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  on  the  amount  of  his  taxes,  from  said  first  day 
of  October,  until  paid,  to  be  collected  together  with 
auch  taxes  due  and  payable  as  aforesaid. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kennedt  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  words  *^six  millions  of  dollars," 
in  the  third  line  of  the  first  section  of  the  printed 
bill,  and  inserting  the  words  "four  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Inqbrsoll  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  followinff  section: 

Sbg.  41.  And  be  tt  further  enaetedf  That  every 
person  who  shall  pay  the  full  amount  of  his  taxes  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  annually,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  an  abatement  of  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  his  taxes,  to  be  allowed  and  deducted  therefrom  by 
the  collector;  and  if  not  paid  on  said  first  day  of  June, 
but  shall  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 


annually,  he  ahall  be  allowed  a  deduction  of  aix  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  his  taxes,  to  be  made  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  s 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  words  "pas- 
sage of  this  act."  in  the  tenth  line  of  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  printed  bill,  the  following  words:  <*or 
specially  exempted  from  taxation  by  the  last  tax 
act  passed  by  such  State." 

And  the  question  being  uken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Thursdat,  December  22. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Ohio,  David 
Clendenin,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resiff  nation  of  Rezin  Beali,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  end  took 
his  seat. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  jwssed  the  bill  "supplemen- 
tal to  the  acts  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several 
sums  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  three 
millions  of  dollars,"  with  an  amendoient;  ia 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  amendment  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  of  Missouri,  so  much 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business  as  relates  to  the  bili  permit- 
ting certain  locations,  and  granting  certain  dona- 
tions of  land  in  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the 
Missouri  Territory,  was  referred  to  a  committee 
tu  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
report  recently  received  from  the  Navy  DefMtrt- 
ment,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  last  session,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
investigation  on  that  subject,  which  was  appointed 
in  March  l^st. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  bill  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  Gtovernmeut  and  mata- 
taining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr,  Brioham,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: Mr.  Speaker,  taxing  the  people  to  raise 
money  to  enable  the  present  Administration  lo 
perpetuate  the  war,  has,  in  my  opinion,  no  con- 
nexion with  the  welfare  of  the  countiy,  or  the 
credit  of  the  nation.  And  being  oppoied  to  the 
war,  of  course  I  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this 
bill  for  its  support.  * 

War  is  a  great  calamity,  and  blasts  the  happi- 
ness of  those  who  are  involved  in  it,  and  is  now 
the  occasion  of  the  many  embarrassments  and 
distresses  so  sensibly  felt  in  these  United  States. 

Those  rulers,  whoever  they  be,  and  wherever 
they  are,  who  hastily  and  unnecessarily  involve 
a  country  in  the  horrors  and  mischiefs  of  war, 
are  a  scourge  and  abhorrence  to  any  peopJe.  My 
anxiety  for  peace  has  been  so  ardent,  that,  at  the 
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commeneemeiit  of  tbe  sessioD,  i  indulged  a  san- 
ruine  hope  that  the  present  war,  of  waste  and 
folly,  was  in  one  of  its  last  struggles,  and  that  its 
existence  would  soon  terminate.  I  fear  a  disap- 
pointment. The  Government,  although  unable  to 
Srosecute  the  war,  do  not  seem  to  hare  ability  and 
isposition  to  negotiate  a  peace.  And  in  this  sit- 
uation, unable  to  do  one  thing  or  the  other,  tell 
us  that  they  intend,  if  they  can  obtain  money  by 
taxing  the  people,  to  undertake  to  do  what  they 
have  already  found  by  experience  that  they  are 
unable  to  accomplish. 

To  devise  ways  and  means  to  raise  men  and 
money  to  carry  on  the  war,  were  among  the  ^reat 
and  weighty  matters  alluded  to  by  the  President 
in  his  proclamation,  and  what  induced  him  to 
convoke  Congress,  at  so  early  a  period,  the  present 
session.  In  obedience  to  his  wishes  and  recom- 
mendations, Congress  have  been  very  industri- 
ously en^pi^ed  in  providing  the  means  to  enable 
the  Administration  to  prosecute  their  schemes  of 
misery,  and  have  prepared  a  frightful  increase  of 
taxes  and  burdens  for  the  ciUzens  of  the  country. 
If  the  several  laws  which  have  been  passed  this 
session  shall  be  carried  inio  operation,  thev  will 
be  sensibly  felt  by  this  people,  for  you  will  take 
from  them  not  only  their  money,  but  you  take 
their  personal  liberty ;  you  will  take  from  them 
their  children,  and,  in  my  opinion,  you  will  take 
from  them  their  Constitutional  freedom.  And 
although  desperate  cases  may  require  desperate 
remedies,  yet  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the 
present  state  of  things,  deplorable  as  it  is,  can 

iustify  the  very  extraordinary  measures  which 
Mve  been  adopted. 

Sir.  I  consider  this  and  the  other  revenue  bills, 
and  the  army  bills,  component  parts  of  one  great 
war  system,  and  preparatory  to  another  Canadian 
campaign. 

Canada  is  marked  out  by  our  rulers  for  the 
theatre  where  they  intend  again  to  exhibit  their 
bravery  and  their  blunders;  and  whoever  shall  see 
the  result,  will  find  the  balance  on  the  side  of  the 
latter ;  and  to  aid  in  this  project,  we  are  about  to 
insult  the  miseries  of  the  people  by  increasing 
their  taxes. 

This  war,  in  my  opinion,  is  one  of  the  most 
unfortunate  and  distressing  that  ever  any  civil- 
ized nations  voluntarily  and  of  choice  plunged 
themselves  into.  And  although  it  is  of  our  own 
choice,  it  is  a  very  impolitic  war;  it  is  wrong  db 
imiio;  it  was  conceived  in  error;  it  was  of  pre- 
mature birth,  agonized  into  the  world  under  very 
inauspicious  circumstances,  and  without  prepara- 
tion for  its  support;  it  is  like  its  father,  or  corrupt 
constitution,  of  feeble  understanding,  of  violent 
passions,  and  not  to  be  reasoned  with;  money 
has  been  its  aliment,  and  like  a  vulture,  it  has 
preyed  on  the  vitals  of  the  country  until  its  sub- 
stance is  devoured  and  iu  Treasury  exhausted. 

In  this  impoverished  and  distressed  situation, 
the  friends  oi  the  war  say  it  is  necessary  that  the 
people  should  be  taxed,  that  the  Administration 
may  have  millions  more  of  money  to  prosecute 
the  war.  It  does  not  however  follow,  because 
the  Administration  are  destitute  of  moneyi  that 


it  is  necessary  or  expedient  that  they  should  have 
more. 

Yon  would  not  say,  in  the  case  of  a  private  in* 
dividual,  the  father  of  a  respectable  and  indus* 
trious  family,  who  had  neglected  his  social  and 
paternal  duties,  wasted  and  expended  his  living 
and  their  earnings  in  profligacy,  in  rioting,  and 
drunkenness,  to  their  ruin  and  his  own  shame, 
that  without  any  evidence  of  repentance  or  refor- 
mation, it  would  be  necessary  or  expedient  that 
he  should  have  more  money  to  feed  his  lusts  and 
consummate  their  misery.  So  in  the  case  before 
ust  to  say  nothing  of  the  waste  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  paid  to  John  Henry,  it  seems  to  be  under* 
stood  and  admitted,  that  there  has  been  great 
waste  of  public  money  in  the  War  Department. 
And  shall  we  tax  the  people,  and  raise  money  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  same  agents,  to  be  ap* 
plied  to  the  same  purposes,  without  any  evidence 
of  reformation,  or  of  more  economy  or  discretion, 
and  without  any  regard  to  the  feelings  and  wel* 
fare  of  the  great  American  family? 

Common  sense  and  common  prudence  forbid 
it ;  the  circumstances  of  the  people  forbid  it ;  nor 
do  I  conceive  that  the  honor  or  the  safety  of  the 
nation  will  justify  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  predicted  embarrassments  and 
distresses  in  our  public  affairs  are  before  us. 

We  witness  the  loss  of  national  prosperity ;  the 
loss  of  the  public  credit;  and  we  witness  the  in- 
firmities of  our  rulers,  and  the  impolicy  of  their 
measures.  And  by  the  taxes,  exaotions,  and  im* 
positions  on  the  people,  autliorized  by  this  and 
the  other  revenue  bills  already  passed,  we  are  to 
restore  national  prosperity  and  public  credit. 

I  am  sensible  that  money  is  wanted,  and  that 
our  rulers  have  come  to  their  ne  plua  uUra;  they 
have  worked  up  their  stock,  their  Treasury  notes, 
and  their  loans ;  they  have  expended  their  mil* 
lions  and  tens  of  millions,  and  have  accomplished 
no  part  of  their  object,  the  conquest  of  the  Can* 
adas. 

And  now  in  the  fullness  of  their  political  wis- 
dom, and  with  all  the -^gravity  of  statesmen,  they 
say  that  the  salvation  of  the  country  depends  on 
their  having  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollan 
to  prosecute  their  system  of  measures  and  get 
possession  of  the  Canadas. 

The  bill  provides  for  six  millions  of  the  sum 
by  a  direct  tax  on  the  United  States. 

In  times  of  difficulty  like  the  present,  it  is  natu* 
ral  to  advert  to  the  sources  from  whence  the  evils 
have  originated. 

The  system  of  policy  which  was  commenced 
in  the  year  1807,  and  which  has  since  been  in 
operation ;  whose  character  and  objects  were  dis- 
tinctly settled,  and  fully  disclosed  on  the  never 
to  be  forgotten  18th  day  of  June.  1812,  had  in  its 
rear  a  train  of  mischiefs  and  calamities  incident 
to  a  hopeless  and  unnecessary  war. 

The  country  is  now  perplexed,  the  people  are 
distressed,  and  the  Government  almost,  if  not 
altogether,  bankrupt.  And  to  restore  national 
credit,  we  are  by  this  bill  to  call  on  the  people  of 
these  United  States,  including  those  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  wbo  are  now  sunding  on  their 
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deftaee  agminst  the  enemy,  withovt  any  sapport 
from  the  General  €h>irernment,  to  advance  their 
money,  and  to  pay  heavy  taxes,  to  enable  the 
Administration  to  prosecute  a  foreign  war. 

This  nation  has  fkllen  from  the  elevated  rank 
which  it  once  held.  The  circumstances  of  the 
country  are  changed  from  affluence  to  indigence, 
and  from  glory  to  shame.  It  is  humiliatine  when 
we  compare  the  existing  state  of  our  public  af- 
ihirs  and  interest  with  the  condition  and  circum- 
stances of  the  nation  under  the  Federal  Admia- 
istration.  In  the  year  1801,  when  Mr.  Jefferson 
eame  into  office,  he  told  the  nation  that  he  found 
their  prosperity  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  ex- 
periment. And  toward  the  close  of  his  Admin- 
istration, he  informed  the  people  that  the  National 
Treasury  was  full  and  overflowing.  How  is  it  now? 
It  is  empty,  and  resembles  more  the  exhausted  re- 
ceiver of  an  air  pump  than  a  National  Treasury. 
Whence  this  mightv  chanffe  from  wealth  to 
poverty?  It  certainly  would  be  extraordinary 
that  an  orderly  and  well  regulated  people,  under 
a  faithful  and  wise  Admiuistration,  should  have 
fallen  from  a  situation  so  prosperous  to  such  a 
elate  of  poverty  and  disgrace. 

To  what  shall  we  attribute  these  misfortunes 
of  the  country?  Our  halcyon  days  seem  to  be 
past,  and  instead  of  peace  and  prosperity  we  have 
war  and  adversity. 

The  present  state  of  things  is  truly  alarming  i 
there  must  be  something  rotten  in  the  sute  of 
]>enmark;  and  there  is  no  rule  of  evidence  so 
ecmclttsive  of  the  merit  or  demerit  of  an  Admin- 
istration as  the  happiness  or  misery  of  the  people. 
The  people  of  these  United  States  are  depressed, 
but  not  subdued;  nor  wilt  they  quietly  suhmit  to 
he  enslaved  by  the  hands  of  tyrannjT)  either  for- 
eign or  domestic.  They  have  in  times  past  re- 
monstrated  against  the  oppressive  measures  of 
their  own  GtoverDment,  but  without  success. 
And  now  they  have  nothing  to  expect  but  the  in- 
crease of  taxes. 

It  appears  to  me  that  those  who  now  hold  the 
destinies  of  this  nation  ate  as  insensible  of  the 
disti^ses  and  deprivations  occasioned  by  their 
measures  as  if  they  were  locked  up  in  the  tomb 
^  death. 

The  Administration  sav  that  they  want  money, 
and  must  have  it.  And  they  tell  you,  in  language 
which  cannot  be  misunderstood,  that  they  intend 
to  employ  the  money  of  the  4>eople  and  the  cour- 
age 01  the  poor  to  subdue  the  neighboring  prov- 
inces. They  seem  to  have  a  fatal  passion  for 
^rar,  and  with  no  better  motive  for  its  continu- 
ance than  to  revenge  their  own  mortification. 

I  am  ready  to  admit  that  money  is  the  sinew 
of  war.  and  I  am  sensible  that  the  Qovernraent 
cannot  carry  it  on  without  money ;  and  am 
equally  sensible  that  they  cannot  obtain  money 
commensurate  with  their  objects  without  oppress- 
ing the  people — a  people,  too,  who  complain,  and 
not  without  cause,  of  their  public  burdens;  who 
•  are  innocent  and  unoffending;  who  feel  no  in- 
terest in  the  success  of  this  Canadian  war,  and 
who  have  not  in  the  slightest  degree  been  the 
authors  of  it. 


I  am  aware  that  the  Qovernment  are  embar- 
rassed, that  money  has  been  wasted,  and  that  the 
Treasury  is  empty ;  but  notwithstanding  the  stete 
of  our  public  runds,  or  rather  no  funds,  I  do  not 
feel  myself  bound  by  any  rule  of  duty,  moral  or 
political,  in  good  conscience,  or  sound  policy,  to 
vote  for  this  bill,  or  any  other  revenue  bill>  know- 
inj^  the  object  to  which  the  money  is  to  be  ap- 
plied. Sir,  I  would  sooner  consent,  were  these 
taxes  now  assessed,  collected,  and  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  Ctovernment,  that  it  should  sufler 
the  same  fate  with  the  Navy  Tard,  and  there  be 
consumed,  under  the  direction  and  superintend- 
ence of  the  President  and  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments, than  it  should  be  applied  to  worse  than 
waste«-to  the  support  of  an  offensive  war. 

The  Cbvernment,  for  years,  have  been  making 
experiments  on  the  people,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
have  been  marching  on  in  the  broad  road  to  de- 
struction ;  they  have  expended  millions  of  money, 
and  are  now  destitute  and  unable  to  fulfil  their 
promises  or  to  execute  their  contracts.  Shall 
they  have  more  money  to  waste  in  the  same  use- 
less manner?  I  say,  no !  Furnishing  them  with 
more  money,  to  be  applied  to  their  schemes  of 
aggrandizement,  will  seal  the  fate  of  these  United 
States,  and  render  their  ruin  more  certain. 

We  have  secured  no  important  advantage  by 
all  the  blood  and  treasure  which  have  been  ex- 
pended for  foreign  conquest;  we  have  gained 
nothing,  either  in  reputation  or  territory,  and 
have  realized  little  else  than  disaster  and  suf- 
fering. 

Is  there  not  reason  to  call  in  question  the 
moral  as  well  as  the  political  rectitude  of  the 
measure?  And  if  we  are  fighting  against  Him, 
whose  arm  is  omnipotent,  we  shall  surdy  be  de- 
feated ;  we  cannot  succeed ;  we  shall  be  disgraced, 
if  not  destroyed.  I  have  been  uniformly  opposed 
to  the  present  war.  and  do  not  feel  sensible  that 
I  have,  in  my  political  conduct,  been  accessary 
to  the  deplorable  situation  in  which  the  country 
now  is ;  nor  do  I  feel  responsible  for  the  present 
system  of  measures,  nor  for  money,  to  enable  the 
Administration  to  perpetuate  the  mischiefs  which 
they  have  originated. 

The  granting  of  money  and  the  layinr  of  taxes 
to  carry  on  the  War  affainst  Canada,  will  not  only 
increase  the  burdens,  l)ut  the  dangers  of  my  con- 
stituents, for  the  character  of  the  war  I  consider 
the  same  now  as  at  its  commencement. 

I  know  it  has  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  and  denied  by  others,  that 
the  war  has  assumed  a  new  character;  that  now 
it  is  a  war  of  defence.  I  do  not  so  consider  it. 
The  war  of  defence  spoken  of,  is  a  war  of  the  in- 
dividual States,  and  tney  are  forced  into  it  by  ttie 
measures  of  the  General  Qovernment.  It  is  a 
natural  consequence — a  result  which  was  pre- 
dicted at  the  time  war  was  declared ;  and  no  man 
of  sound  understanding  could  imagine  that  the 
British  Government,  while  ours  were  invading 
her  provinces,  would  innocently  float  with  her 
hundreds  of  ships  on  our  extended  and  almost 
defenceless  seaeoast,and  do  nothing  to  divert  the 
American  forces  from  invading  her  territory. 
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la  the  origiiwl  compact,  provitioa  wt9  made 
for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  seyeral  in* 
dividual  States,  and  it  was  con^idefed  an  impor- 
tant provicion,  and  of  some  secnrity •  But  several 
of  the  States,  particularly  Massachusetts,  derive 
no  benefit  or  aarantage  from  this  proTision  in  the 
Constitution. 

•  The  Administration  are  inattentiTe  to  their 
Constitutional  duties;  this  will  appear  by  the 
correspondence  between  Gtorernor  Strong  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  War ;  not  only  so,  but 
the  General  Government  have  refused  to  in* 
demnify  Massachusetts  for  the  expenses  incurred 
in  a  war  of  defence,  occasioned  and  made  neces- 
sary by  its  own  measures.  An  attack  on  Canada 
I  consider  a  challenge  to  the  enemy  to  molest  our 
seaboard,  and  to  annoy  and  interrmpt  the  cities 
and  seaport  towns.  And  shall  I,  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  Massachusetts,  consent  to  load 
the  citizens  of  that  State  with  taxes  to  prosecute 
the  war  against  Canada,  and  leave  them  to  de- 
fend themselves  at  their  own  expense  ? 

Sir,  I  trust  that  I  shall  never  be  so  insensible 
of  mv  duty^  to  the  principles  of  justice,  or  so  re- 
gardless of  the  rights  and  interest  of  my  con* 
atitueats.  The  prmciples  of  justice  and  of  hu« 
manity,  in  my  opinion,  forbid  the  delegation  of 
Massmchnsetto  to  vote  for  this  or  any  other  tax 
bill  while  the  State  is  abandoned  by  the  General 
Government,  and  that,  too,  in  the  time  of  peril 
and  danger,  and  for  no  other  cause  than  that  the 
State  declined  putting  her  troops  under  theeom* 
mand  of  one  of  their  oast-off  Gtenerak. 

Though  I  ha?e  indirectly  expressed  an  opin- 
ion of  the  duty  of  my  colleagues,  I  am  very  sen- 
sible that  they  do  not  stand  in  need  of  my  advice 
on  this  or  any  other  subject;  nor  do  I  presume  to 
pledge  the  part  which  they  may  act  s  I  nkdge  no 
man,  nor  do  I  authorize  any  man  to  pledge  me, 
or  the  part  which  I  may  act,  without  coaanlta- 
lion  or  coos^ot. 

There  is  another  serious  objection  to  the  impo- 
sition of  these  taxes.  There  does  not  appear  to 
be  aoy  object  to  justify  the  further  sacrifice  of 
men  or  money.  The  causes  of  the  war  are  re- 
moved ;  the  Orders  of  Council,  which  were  the 
principal  ground  on  which  the  war  was  predi- 
cated and  declared,  were  revoked  before  there 
was  a  sincle  trespass  committed;  before  even 
General  Hull  had  issued  his  proclamation ;  be- 
fore the  inhabitants  of  Canada  had  been  inter- 
rupted, or  the  laws  of  humanity  and  justice  vio- 
lated, and  before  that  soil  had  been  stained  with 
the  blood  of  native  Americans. 

At  that  time  the  enemy  seemed  disposed  to 
bold  out  the  olive  branch;  they  proposed  an 
armistice,  but  without  effect.  The  bosom  of  our 
Executive  was  then  so  swollen  with  Napoleon 
prospects  and  the  glory  of  war,  and  so  regardless 
was  he  of  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  people, 
that  he  laughed  at  their  calamities,  and  refnsea 
to  restore  the  blessings  of  peace. 

He  said  that  the  war  was  successful,  and  must 
be  continued  until  the  claims  on  the  subject  of 
impressment  and  seamen's  rights  were  secured. 
<)r  we  had  appealed  to  arms  in  vain,  and  could 


no  longer  be  considered  an  independent  nation. 
Examine  the  subsequent  documents  and  the 
letters  of  instructions  given  to  the  Commissioners 
at  Ghent,  and  then  decide  on  the  soundness  of 
his  declaration.  In  the  letters  of  instruction  of 
the  25th  and  37th  of  June,  1814,  he  authoii^fc 
the  Commissioners  to  stipulate,  that  the  subject 
of  impressment,  together  with  toat  of  commerce^ 
may  be  referred  to  a  separate  n^otiation;  nay, 
further,  he  instructs  them  that,  on  mature  con- 
sideration, it  had  been  decided  that  under  all  the 
circumstances  incident  to  a  prosecution  of  the 
war,  they  might  omit  any  stipulation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment,  and  that  the  question  might 
be  so  disposed  of  as  to  form  no  obstacle  to  a 
pacification. 

In  his  letter  of  August  the  11th,  he  says  to  the 
Comoussioners,  that  the  Government  can  go  no 
further,  because  it  will  make  no  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  or  honor  of  the  nation. 

And  hence  it  appears,  from  the  President's  own 
showing,  that  the  war  has  been  continued  for 
more  than  two  years,  without  havinfp  either  the 
righto  or  honor  of  the  nation  for  ito  object ;  which, 
in  my  mind,  is  highly  reprehensible,  and  without 
excuse. 

Another  objection  which  I  have  to  thia  bill, 
and  the  placing  of  more  money  in  the  hands  of 
our  rulers,  is  their  incapacity  to  conduct  the  war* 
They  are  incompetent  to  manage  a  war  of  de» 
fence,  much  less  a  war  of  offence. 

For  the  correctness  of  this  remark,  I  will  tuin 
you  to  the  battle  of  Bladensburg ;  there  you  have 
a  specimen  of  the  military  talents  of  our  chief* 
tain  and  his  associates^  all  of  whom  were  struck 
with  terror  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  BritiA 
uniform.  They  were  terrified  at  the  sight  of  an 
enemy  they  had  long  afiected  to  despise.  Their 
passion  for  war  seemed  then  to  be  suspended; 
they  fled  where  none  pursued;  and,  with  the 
usual  courage  of  vain  boasters,  made  their  escaM 
leaving  theu  troops  to  their  own  discretion,  aaa 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  toihe  mercy  of  an  ex* 
asperated  enemy;  and  the  Comnunder-in-Chief 
of  the  American  forces  put  spurs  to  his  steed',  and 
not  venturing  to  look  back,  supposed  the  enemy 
perpetually  at  his  heels,  and  fled  to  the  mouotaine 
of  Virginia. 

The  enemy  having  put  our  army  to  flight, 
marched  unmolested  into  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, and  there  destroyed  what  of  the  public  prop- 
erty had  escaped  the  not  le9$  destroying  hand  of 
our  rulers.  And  where  now  is  your  magnificent 
Palace ;  where  is  yonder  splendid  Hall,  with  its 
drapery  and  trappings;  where  are  your  public 
offices  7  Why,  they  are  like  the  cities  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  turned  to  ashes,  and  we  are  wit- 
nesses of  the  disgraceful  catastrophe.  Had  the 
enemy  with  such  advantages  been  under  the 
command  of  a  coward,  no  question  but  the  whole 
citv  would  have  been  laid  in  ruins.  No  sooner 
had  the  British  retired,  and  our  Commandei-in- 
Chief  been  notified  that  he  might  return  with 
perfect  safety,  than  he^  with  bis  ordinary  heroiam 
and  magnanimity,  returned  back  into  the  oitf, 
calling  en  the  nation  sMmfully  to  chastise  tke 
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British  for  their  Tandalism,  aod  for  frightening 
and  dririnff  the  American  Captain-General  from 
his  domicil  aod  duty. 

This  erent  I  consider  a  blot  on  the  escutcheon 
of  the  American  character;  and  had  General 
Hull  been  in  the  command,  and  fied  under  like 
circumstances  with  or  without  courage,  he  prob- 
ably would  have  been  arrested  and  tried  for  his 
life  by  a  court  martial — an  evil  which  he  has 
once  suffered,  and  is  now  the  living  monument  of 
the  President's  sparing  mercy. 

The  condition  of  the  country^  is  every  day  be- 
coming more  and  more  alarming;  and  the  only 
means  in  our  power  to  correct  the  extravagance 
of  our  rulers,  and  to  check  them  in  their  progress 
to  ruin,  is  to  withhold  supplies,  and  to  do  tnis  I 
eonsider  both  patriotic  and  Constitutional. 

The  advocates  of  the  war,  and  those  who  are 
desirous  to  continue  it,  say  there  is  no  other 
course  for  them  but  to  pursue  the  present  system 
of  measures,  and  ask  what  else  can  they  do?  I 
will  answer:  change  the  character  of  the  war, 
abandon  the  mad  project  of  conquering  the  Can- 
adas,  deal  justly  with  your  own  citizens,  and 
magnanimously  with  your  enemy;  recall  your 
privateers,  withdraw  your  troops  from  Canada, 
and  make  it  notorious  that  the  war  is  really,  and 
in  fact,  a  war  of  defence.  If  it  shall  then  be  con- 
tinued, it  will  become  the  war  of  the  enemy,  and 
no  longer  the  American  war  for  conquest. 

I  am  sensible  we  have  a  haughty  and  powerful 
enemy  to  contend  with,  who  manifest  a  disposi- 
tion to  convince  the  American  Government  that 
it  is  not  for  their  interest  to  quarrel  with  them. 

Yet  I  apprehend  our  rulers  might  have  peace. 
if  they  were  really  pacific,  if  they  would  under- 
take to  negotiate  a  peace  in  the  spirit  of  it.  and 
would  themselves  cease 'to  do  wrong,  and  learn 
to  do  well. 

With  these  impressions  I  am  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  this  and  all  other  bills  intended  to  raise 
either  money  or  men  for  the  purpose  of  pushing 
the  war  into  Canada. 

We  need  no  addition  to  the  skirts  of  our  North- 
em  territory;  nor  shall  I  ever  consent  to  pur- 
chase misery  and  disgrace  at  the  price  of  blood 
and  treasure. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  106, 
nays  53,  as  follows : 

YxAt — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Aveiy, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  BarweU, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clenden- 
in,  Clopton»  Comstock,  Consrd,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton,  Cttthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoy- 
elles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Esrle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Pindley,  Ftsk  of  Yermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Fonyth,  Franklin,  GhoUon,  Goodwyn,  Goardin,  Grif- 
fin, Orosvenor,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  flawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentncky,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Yirginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Leflarts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKee, 
MUCim  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nel- 
am,  Nawton,  Oakley,  Onsabyt  Paiker,  Pickens,  Piper, 


Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tenneassa, 
Rich,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  S^bert,  Sharp,  Skin* 
ner,Sauth  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Virg'a,  Stockton,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  TeUur,  Tranp, 
Udree,  Ward  of  N.  Jersey,  WUliams,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbnry,  Breckenridge,  BriglMm, 
Butler,  Cuperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Culpeper, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Hale, 
Hall,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island^ 
Kennedy,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett^ 
Macon,  MarkeD,  Miller,  Moselev,  Peanon,  Pickerings 
Pitkm,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ragglea» 
Schureman,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymakery 
Stonford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox» 
and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  took  up  the  message  of  the  Seoata 
announcing  their  agreement  to  some  and  disa- 
greement to  others  of  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Honse  to  their  bill  for  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  into  service 
80,000  militia. 

[Amongst  the  amendments  disagreed  to  by  tbe 
Senate,  was  that  reducing  the  term  of  service 
from  two  years  to  one  year,  and  that  authorizing 
the  Executive  to  make  reouisitiona  on  the  militia 
officers  directly,  in  case  or  the  failure  of  the  Gov- 
ernors to  comply  with  the  demand  made  on  them 
for  this  object.] 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  and  the  emendmenta 
thereto. 

Mr.  Inqbam,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table,  (for  the  purpose  of  tak* 
in g  up  a  more  urgent  message  from  the  Senate ;) 
which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lbwis,  Mr. 
JoBiisoN  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Calbouiv;  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Inqbam  and. Mr.  Fisk,  and  was 
nemtived. 

The  question  recurring  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed, a  short  debate  arose. 

Mr.  Gabtou,  of  North  Carolina,  rose,  he  said, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  single  fact: 
The  bill— the  indefinite  postponement  of  which 
was  now  moved — it  had  been  stated  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  would 
cost  the  United  States  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
Before  encountering  this  vast  expenditure,  the 
House  ought  to  feel  a  moral  certainty  that  some 
benefit  would  result  from  it,  in  some  degree  coiq- 
mensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  expendi- 
ture. So  far  from  this  Ming  the  case,  the  strong- 
est sentiment  expressed  in  favor  of  the  bill  was  e 
hope  that  some  benefit  would  result  from  it.  This 
amount  of  money,  he  thought,  had  better  be  ex- 
pended in  the  old-fash iooM  way  of  procuring 
recruits.  This  bill,  he  added,  had  done  more  to 
impede  the  adoption  of  efficient  measures  by  Con- 
gress and  the  Government  than  any  bill  which, 
bad  been  before  them.    The  time  employed  on  it 
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woald  hare  been  maeh  better  spent  ia  defrteioff 
means  to  fill  the  Treasqry,  Ac.,  then  on  a  bill 
which  be  believed  would  produce  so  little  effi- 
cient ffood  to  the  country.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  now  put  an  end  to  this  project,  and  em* 
ploy  the  money  in  the  old-fashioned  way  of  filling 
ihe  ranks  of  the  regular  Army.  Mr.  Q.  purposely 
avoided  renewing  the  discussion  on  the  Oonsti* 
tutionai  question,  on  which  he  was  persuaded 
enough  had  been  said.  * 

Mr.  Trodp,  of  Georgia,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gas- 
ton's objections,  on  the  score  of  expense,  said  the 
gentleman  was  perhaps  not  aware  that— the  war 
eontinuing  on  its  present  footing ;  the  undivided 
power  of  the  enemy  employed  against  us  in  time 
to  come,  as  it  had  been  in  time  past^the  Govern- 
ment must  incur  an  expense  for  defensive  pur- 
poses, in  the  ensuiog  year,  of  not  twenty  merely, 
but  of  fortv  millions  of  dollars.  This  was  a  fact 
from  which  gentlemen  most  not  at  this  moment 
shrink.  Gentlemen  must  remember,  that,  if  Con- 
gress are  not  either  able  or  not  willing  to  encoun- 
ter this  expense,  the  safety  of  the  country  will  be 
jeopardized,  its  existence  endangered. 

Mr.  Gaston  observed,  that  his  objection  to  the 
expense  to  be  caused  by  this  bill,  was  not  that  it 
was  too  much  to  be  expended  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  The  gentleman  had  misappre- 
hended him,  if  he  supposed  that  he  thought  any 
expense  too  great  to  accomplish  that  object.  His 
objection  was,  that  the  bill  peremptorily  demand- 
ed the  expenditure  of  so  much  money,  without 
any  certainty  that  such  an  expenditure  would  be 
necessary.  If  this  law  were  not  to  pass,  there 
yet  remained  in  existence  an  act  authorizing  the 
President  to  call  into  service  the  militia,  to  serve 
for  six  months.  He  therefore  saw  no  necessity 
for  passing  a  law  compelling  him,  whether  be 
deemed  it  necessary  or  not,  to  call  into  service  so 
many  militia,  to  serve  for  so  long  a  term. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  remarked,  that  the 
statement,  to  which  allusion  had  been  made,  that 
this  bill  would  cause  to  the  United  States  an  ex- 
pense of  1120,000,000,  was  altogether  hypothetical, 
and  he  could  not,  for  his  part,  see  on  what  data 
it  had  been  founded.  The  bill  had  an  object  in 
view,  viz :  to  obtain  men  to  carry  on  the  war. 
It  offered  to  the  militiamen  to  be  draughted,  the 
alternative  of  furnishing  substitutes  in  the  snape 
of  recruits  for  the  regular  army.  If  it  produced 
regulars,  it  would  be  of  the  good  old-fashioned 
sort,  which  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
so  much  desired,  which  were  in  the  same  way 
obtained  during  the  Revolution.  If  so,  the  very 
benefit  would  result  which  the  gentleman  desired, 
of  recruiting  the  army;  and,  whether  it  had  this 
operation  or  not,  the  statemeot  of  the  expense 
was  altogether  specolative. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia  said,  no  man  would 
go  further  than  him  to  raise  a  powerful  regular 
army,  in  any  way  deemed  most  expedient.  But 
he  considered  it  his  bounden  duty,  eojoined  on 
him  by  the  consideration  of  what  he  owed  to  his 
country  and  himself,  not  to  give  his  assent  to 
any  such  project  as  that  embraced  in  the  bill  now 
berore  the  House.  He  believed  it  would  bring  ruin 


on  the  country ;  that  it  would  prolong  the  war.  by 
creating  a  dependence  on  a  broken  reed ;  anu  he 
was  unwilling,  therefore,  to  squander  the  treasure 
of  the  nation  on  any  such  project.  We  shall  be 
visited  next  Spring  by  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful armies  ever  seen  among  any  people.  He 
asked  gentlemen  if  they  were  wiilioff  such  an 
army  should  be  met  b^a  raw,  undisciplined  mili- 
tia? He  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  militia ;  he 
acknowledged  them  brave  and  high  spirited-— 
but,  if  every  man  were  as  brave  as  Caesar,  with- 
out discipline,  they  would  not  be  considered  as 
competent  to  meet  and  contend  with  the  veteran 
regulars  of  the  enemy.  As  a  militia  bill,  this 
would  not  be  approved  by  the  country ;  and  it 
was  nothing  but  a  militia  bill  at  lasto  Let  us 
not,  said  he,  turn  aside  from  the  lessons  of  expe« 
rience.  From  the  time  of  Washington  to  this 
day,  few  men  of  military  character,  he  said,  had 
ever  recommended  the  adoption  of  such  a  system 
as  this. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  it  was  as  pain- 
ful to  him,  and  no  doubt  to  the  House,  to  hear 
argumento  advanced  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
which  ought  not  to  have  one  moment's  influence, 
as  to  take  up  a  single  moment  of  the  House  in 
deliberating  on  a  question  which  had  been  ban* 
died  about  the  House  for  weeks.  He  would  only 
say  that  this  was  the  only  proposition  which  haa 
been  offered  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
yet  it  was  opposed,  on  one  hand,  because  it  was 
too  energetic,  and  on  the  other  because  it  was 
said  to  be  feeble  and  inefficient.  He  would  not 
dwell  on  the  subject;  but,  rather  than  obtruda 
himself  on  the  House  in  debating  a  question  on 
which  every  man's  mind  was  made  up,  he  would 
only  observe,  that,  if  this  bill  was  rejected,  they 
would  have  no  dependence  for  defence  but  on 
six  months'  militia,  and  on  that  point  he  confl« 
dently  rested  the  issue  of  this  question. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks,  principally  to  show  an  error  in  the 
statement  of  the  comparative  utility  of  twenty 
millions  as  employed  in  the  recruiting  system,  or 
in  the  defraying  the  expenses  arising  from  the 
present  bill.  In  the  one  case,  he  said,  it  would 
require  another  twenty  millions  to  support  for  one 
year  the  troops  to  be  recruited,  and  in  the  other^ 
the  twenty  millions  would  suffice  for  one  year's 
maintenance.  The  present  bill  would,  he  believ- 
ed, produce  a  regular  force;  it  might,  howevery 
produce  a  militia  force,  which,  if  such  were  the 
effect  of  the  bill,  would  be  of  a  quality  superior, 
from  their  extended  term  of  service,  to  ordinary 
militia. 

The  question  of  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  negative.  For  the  motion  69,  against 
it  83,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbniy^  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  BurweU,  Caporton,  Champion,  Cil* 
ley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis 
of  Massachasetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Gaston, 
Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hale»  Harris,  Henderson,  How- 
ell, Hubbard,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island^  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  Masaadro- 
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^flitti.  Law,  Lewit,  Lovett,  Maoon,  Markell,  MiUer, 
MdMley,  Oakley,  Peanon,  Pidiering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Raed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rugglea,  Schnreman* 
Shefiej,  Sherwood,  Sbipherd,  Skinner,  Slajmaker. 
«mith  of  New  York,  SUnford,  Stockton,  Storgee,  Tag- 
^art,  Thompson,  Yow^y  WebBter,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusette,  and  Winter. 

Nati — Mewrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clendenin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
£arle,  ETans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Grriffin,  Hall,  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hopkins  of  Ky.,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Irwin,  Johnson  of  Ya.,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
MarTland,f£er8haw,  Kilboom,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Leflerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim. 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore»  Mnrfree,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormaby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Raa 
«f  Pennsyhania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn^Wania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Tronp, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
PennsylTania,  and  Yancey. 

The  Speaker  then  proceeded  to  state  the 
amendiaente  of  this  Hoase,  in  which  the  Seoaie 
has  refused  to  concur. 

The  first  of  these  amendmeDte  was,  thai  whieh 
proposes  to  strike  out  two  years  god  insert  one, 
as  the  term  for  which  the  draughu  shall  be  held 
to  serriee. 

Mr.  HawkinS)  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the 
House  recede  from  this  ameodmeot,  so  as  to  fix 
two  years  as  the  term  of  service. 

The  question  oo  this  motion  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  negatiTe—- for  the 
motion  59,  against  it  93,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Bamett, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Gslhonn,  Chaopell, 
Clendenin,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
DenoyeHes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hasbioock, 
fiawea,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
iagenoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Kentact^y  Ker- 
siiaw,  ^boom.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefisrts, 
Lylsb  McKim,  Murfree^  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Faiker,  Pickens,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tanne- 
hill, Taylor,  Tel£ur,  Troap,  Udree,  William%  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachu- 
aetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Briglum,  Burwell,  Caperton, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Cnlpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Mvenport,  Davis  of  Masaa- 
ehusetts,  Davis  of  PennsyNania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Fairow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Franklin,  Oaaton,  Geddes, 
Oholson,  Ooodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hen- 
derson, Howell,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Irwin,  Jackson 
pf  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon, 
Kfarkell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Moore, 
Moselev,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
anU,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Ten* 
gassee,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Slaymaker, 


Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanibn],  Stockton,  Stwces,  Tag. 
gan,  Thompaon,  Voae,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  White,  WUcox,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Winter. 

So  the  term  of  service  remains,  at  present,  one 
year. 

The  House  having  refused  to  recede  from  this 
amendment,  Mr.  Johmsoii  of  Kentnckjr  moved 
that  the  House  insist  on  it  i  which  notion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  proceeded^seporeltm,  to  iosist 
on  all  iu  amendments  to  which  the  Senate  had 
disagreed,  and  a  committee  of  conference  was 
appointed  to  join  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
on  that  subject. 

FfiiDAT,  December  23. 

A  message  from  the  Sena^  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  eivine  fur* 
ther  time  to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands  con- 
firmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *'An  act 
confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
of  Vincennes,"  with  ameadmenu ;  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House* 

Mr.  Tboup,  of  Georgia,  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  President  (»  the  United  States  to  raise 
certain  companies  of  raiders  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States^  and  to  repeal 
certain  acu  heretofore  passed  on  this  subjecl; 
which  was  twice  road  and  committed* 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  motioo  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  contains  the  leading 
principles  of  the  bill,  substantially  as  follows: 
The  capital  to  consist  of  fiAjr  millions  of  dollars, 
to  be  divided  into  an  hundred  thousand  shares  of 
five  hundred  dollars  each ;  subscriptions  for  forty 
millions  whereof  to  be  opened  on  the  third  Mou- 
dav  in  January  next,  at  Boston.  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Richmond,  Charleston,  and  Pittsburg, 
rrbe  amendments  proposed  to  this  section  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  contemplate  an 
extension  of  the  number  of  places  of  subscription, 
&c.]  Before  the  question  was  stated  on  these 
amendments — 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

I  have  made  this  motion,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said 
Mr.  Clopton,)  at  this  sta^  of  the  discussion,  as 
being  at  the  most  proper  time  to  try  the  eeneral 
principle  of  the  bill ;  because  I  cannot,  under  my 
present  convictions,  vote  ior  this  or  any  other  bill 
to  establish  a  bank,  and  therefore  wish  to  state  to 
this  Committee  the  ground  of  Constitutional  ob- 
jection which  I  have  to  it.  The  objection  is  not 
one  which  admits  a  right  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject proposed,  but  would  prescribe  the  precise 
extent  to  which  it  might  be  exercised,  and  bejroad 
which  it  ought  not  to  be  exercised;  but  it  is  an 
objection  grounded  on  a  ihorough  belief,  the  te- 
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rail  9i  dfHberate  examiDatioii  of  the  Constiivtioo 
WMi  reflection  thereon,  that  there  does  not  exist 
in  this  body  any  manner  of  right  to  legislate  on 
the  Bohjeet  at  all ;  that  no  sort  of  authority  to  do 
so  is  Tested  in  it^  either  by  express  grant,  or  as 
iacideotal  to  any  express  grant. 

I  should,  indeed,  hare  Men  glad  if  some  gen- 
tleman who  patronises  this  sdieme  would  Mive 
E resented  to  us  his  views  of  the  authority  whioh 
e  eonceives  the  Constitution  has  given  to  pass 
sneh  a  bill  as  this ;  thac,  if  I  had  been  convinced 
of  having  been  heretofore  in  error,  I  might  have 
been  left  free  to  decide  upon  the  measure,  accord- 
ittgly  as  it  should  appear  to  be  expedient  or  other- 
wise ;  but,  no  gentleman  having  done  so  in  the 
eoorae  of  a  long  discussion  of  the  bill  on  the  same 
subject,  which  was  before  this  body  some  time 
ago,  when  I  was  in  a  very  low  state  of  health, 
and  expecting  that  the  same  silence  in  that  re- 
spect will  be  observed  upon  this  l»il,  I  am  left  to 
jMresume  altogether  as  to  the  ground  on  which 
the  friends  of  the  scheme  rest  for  their  authority ; 
nad,  being  left  so  to  presume,  I  cannot  conceive 
of  aay  part  of  the  Constitution  on  which  they  can 
rely  for  authority,  other  than  the  concluding 
clause  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution,  commonly  called  the  sweeping 
clause,  in  the  following  words :  <<To  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,"  dbc  Be- 
cause there  is  no  other  part  of  the  Constitution, 
that  I  know  of,  which  can  afford  even  a  shadow 
of  pretext  for  exercising  such  a  power  as  is  now 
oroposcd  to  be  exerciMd  by  the  bill  before  you. 
Because,  upon  every  occasion  which  has  hereto- 
fore occurred,  when  a  right  has  been  claimed  to 
exercise  a  distinct  power  or  powers,  not  expressly 
granted,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  carrying  into 
axecution  other  powers  that  are  so  grantei^  that 
elansehas  been  always  resorted  to;  and,  more 
especially,  because  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  original  parent  of  this  scheme,  in  his  letter  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  17th  of  October  last,  after  modestly 
auggestiag  the  propriety  of  a  change  of  opinion 
respecting  the  Constitution,  to  suit  the  "  difference 
of  times  aad  circumstances,"  wound  up  his  rec- 
ommendation of  the  scheme  with  a  declaration  of 
his  ''opinion,  that  in  these  times  it  will  not  only 
'  be  useful  in  promoting  the  general  welfare,  but 
'  that  it  is  necessary  aad  proper  for  carrying  into 
'  execution  some  of  the  most  important  powers 
^  constitutionally  vested  in  the  Gbvernment ;"  thus 
using  the  most  operative  words  of  that  clause,  the 
words  '*  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution,"  ^.,  and  evidently  thereby  inviting 
tlie  attention  of  the  members  of  this  body  to  the 
clause,  as  being  of  singnlar  importance  in  guiding 
their  deliberations  on  the  subject. 

It  would  seem,  sir,  nevertheless^  that  even  in 
the  mind  of  the  Secretary  himself,  there  existed 
at  least  some  doubt  whether  a  power  to  establish 
the  proposed  bank  is  itself  constitutionally  vested 
in  Congress ;  for  he  does  not  say  that  it  is,  but 
onljr  that  in  his  opinion  ^'the  establishment  of  a 
National  Bank  is  necesMry  and  proper  fpr  carry- 


ing into  execution"  some  powers  that  are  coosti* 
tutionally  vested  in  the  Gtoverament,  as  if  he 
intended  to  confine  the  actual  Constitutional  in- 
vestiture to  powers  expressly  granted.  If  he  did 
intend  so  to  confine  it,  he  was  thus  far  correct ; 
for  no  power  whatever  is  constitutionally  vested 
in  this  body  that  is  not  expressly  granted  to  it. 

Let  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  ou  this  point 
be  what  it  may.  his  letter  will  not,  cannot,  induce 
me  to  participate  in  the  exercise  of  a  power  which, 
I  verily  believe,  is  not  in  any  manner  whatever 
vested  in  this  body.  Bven  if  the  measure  pro- 
posed should  seeih  ever  so  expedient,  which,  how- 
ever, is  far  from  appearing  to  me  to  be  the  case 
with  respect  to  the  proposed  institution ;  but,  on 
the  contmry,  should  it  be  established,  1  fear  it 
may  ultimately  turn  out  to  be  a  dangerous,  a  very 
dangerous  political  machine  to  this  country,  even 
if  some  temporary  advantages  should  be  derived 
from  it ;  if  some  of  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  Government  is  said  to  labor  should,  for  the 
present,  be  obviated— difliculties,  I  am  constrained 
to  say,  which  might  have  been  prevented  by 
timely  provisions,  by  other  means  not  in  any  way 
conflicting  with  the  Constitutioo<— which  mf^ht 
have  precluded  that  great  necessity,  as  it  is  rep- 
resented to  be,  and  now  spoken  of  by  some  gentle- 
men, as  in  their  opinion  so  imperiously  calling 
for  such  an  institution  as  the  one  proposed.  But, 
sir,  I  am  not  prepared,  nor  am  I  willing,  to  admit 
that  the  Government  is  in  such  a  desperate  situa- 
tion as  to  render  the  profKMcd  bank  necessary  for 
its  rdief  or  accommodation,  even  if  the  right  to 
establish  the  institution  was  unquestiooame.  I 
deny  that  such  necessity  does  exist.  On  this  oc- 
casion, therefore,  as  on  others,  I  take  the  liberty 
to  decide  according  to  the  dictates  of  my  own 
judgment.  If  in  this  instance  I  judge  upon  mere 
vbiooary  speculation  in  respect  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, let  the  observations  I  am  about  to  offer  to 
the  Committee  determine. 

in  tracing  the  features  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  always  found  that 
they  present  themselves  to  mv  mind  as  being 
rooted  in  one  great  fundamental  principle,  which 
is,  that  all  the  powers  at  the  command  of  this 
Gh>vernmettt  are  those  only  which  are  delegated 
to  it.  This  principle  is  expressly  recognised  by 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  adopted  at  a 
verv  early  period  after  the  Constitution  was  car- 
ried into  operation.  The  term  ^  delegated."  as 
used  in  that  amendment,  I  consider  to  1^  a  pecu- 
liar phrase  of  special,  distinct,  definite  meaning, 
and.  when  applied  to  any  particular  power,  not 
fairly  susceptible  of  implication  or  involution  of 
any  distinct  power,  other  than  the  power  to  which 
it  IS  immediately  and  directly  applied.  In  other 
words,  sir,  I  understand  the  term  to  mean  that 
the  powers  *' delegated,"  are  those  only  which  are 
specifically  designs  ted  by  express  grants.  The 
delegation  of  the  powers  or  this  Government 
comprehends,  then,  no  more  than  what  are  dis- 
tinctly expressed  in  the  delegation  or  series  of 
positive  grants. 

A  sort  of  powers,  however,  has  been  much  and 
often  spoken  of,  the  true  nature  and  extent  of 
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which,  perh»p0,  hmw9  not  been  almiv*  distinctly 
ond  clearly  understood — if,  indeed,  the  existence 
of  any  powers  at  all  under  that  denomination 
ought  to  be  admitted.   I  allude  to  what  are  called 
incidental  powers.    The  broadest  latitndinarians, 
in  relation  to  the  powers  of  this  body,  have  never, 
that  1  know  of,  extended  their  notions  of  its  pow- 
ers farther  than  to  these  two  species — the  powers 
strictly  denominated  ''  delej^ted"  powers,  or  pow- 
ers '*  expressly  granted,"  and  what  they  call  *' in- 
cidental" powers.     This   notion   of   incidentkl 
powers  is  deduced  altogether  from  the  same  con- 
cluding clause  of  the  8ch  section  of  the  first  article 
of.  the  Constitution,  as  being  ^  necessary  and 
proper"  for  carrying  into  execution  the  express 
powers  specified  in  the  preceding  clauses  of  that 
section ;  and  ▼er3r  much,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the 
diversity  of  opinion  which  has  prevailed  in  rela- 
tion to  the  powers  constitutionally  vested  in  Con- 
gresSf  has  proceeded,  perhaps,  from  the  difierence 
between  the  construction  given  to  that  clause  by 
some,  and  the  construction  given  to  it  bv  others. 
According  to  my  understanding  of  the  word 
^  incidental,"  I  take  it  to  be  an  adjective  not  only 
in  point  of  grammar  strictly,  but  that,  if  it  can 
properly  be  applied  to  any  power  at  all.  it  can  be 
applied  only  to  a  power  wnich  is  itself  but  the 
adiective  or  adiunct  of  another  power  to  which 
it  belongs,  and  has  no  existence  separate  from  that 
power.    In  my  opinion,  then,  what  is  commonly 
called  incidental  powers  are  not  real,  distinct 
powers,  but  rather  modes  of  exercising  the  ex- 
press powers  to  which  they  belong  or  are  incident. 
Whence,  sir,  I  consider  myself  perfectly  justifia- 
ble in  the  declaration  that  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution, which  has  been  mentioned,  and  by  which 
alone  it  is-generaily  thought  the  exercise  of  those 
supposed  incidental  powers  is  authorized,  does  not 
embrace  any  distinct  substantive  power  at  all. 
The  power  now  proposed  to  be  exercised  in  pass- 
inff  the  bill  before  you,  I  consider  to  be  a  distinct 
substantive  power,  as  clearly  as  any  power  can 
be,  and  therefore  not  embraced  in  that  clause.    It 
is  not  expressly  granted,  as  most  be  admitted  by 
everybody ',  whence  it  is  evident  to  my  mind,  that 
it  is  not  in  any  manner  whatever  vested  in  this 
body,  and  therefore  cannot  be  constitutionally  ex- 
ercised by  this  body. 

Firmly,  then,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
or  other  advocates  of  this  bill  may  conceive  the 
doctrine,  they  entertain  in  favor  of  it,  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  which 
has  been  mentioned,  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ 
from  them  entirely  in  opinion.  I  consider  it  af- 
fording no  solid,  no  substantial  support  at  all  to 
such  a  doctrine ;  and  never  in  my  opinion  was  an 
appellation  more  improperly  bestowed  upon  any- 
thing than  the  appellation  which  has  been  be- 
stowed upon  that  clause.  On  account,  then,  of 
the  very  extensive  latitude  of  construction  given 
to  the  clause,  ascribing  to  it  abundantly  more 
force  than  it  actually  possesses,  I  have  been  in- 
clined to  think  that  it  might  have  been  better, 
perhaps,  if  the  clause  had  never  been  inserted  in 
he  Constitution ;  or.  at  least,  that  part  of  it  which 
elates  to  the  several  grants  of  power  specified  in 


the  preceding  elaosea  of  the  aeetioB.    For  so  for 
from  sweeping,  by  which  it  would  seem,  is  meant 
(if  indeed  the  appellation  is  designed  to  mean 
anything,)  a  carrying  alonjf  with  it  powers  not 
specified  in  the  enumeration  of  f^ranu  imme- 
diately preceding  the  clause,  it  carries  alon^  with 
it  nothing  at  all.    It  imparts  not  a  scintilla  of 
power  to  Congress  which  the  preceding  eoo* 
meration  does  not  grant.    If  then  by  the  ascrip- 
tion to  it  of  the  sweeping  quality  be  really  meant 
that  it  imparts  to  Congress  powers  other  than 
those  enumerated  in  the  preceding  clause  of  the 
section,  which  arc  distinct  from  and  additional  to 
them,  indefinite  in  number  and  extent,  a  little  re- 
fiection.  I  should  imagine^  might  convince  any 
one  that  such  construction  must  involve  danger* 
Otts  consequences — that  such  would  be  a  sweep- 
ing qualitv  indeed— that  it  might  sweep  away 
not  only  all  the  restrictions  intended  by  the  speci- 
fication of  those  particular  grants  of  power,  but 
also  every  vestige  of  authority  reserved  to  the 
States.    Yes,  sir,  such  must  be  its  quality,  such 
the  extent  of  its  force,  if  it  be  allowed  that  the 
clause  conveys  to  Congress  any  real  substantive 
powers  not  contained  in  the  special  grants  enu- 
merated ;  for  if  it  be  admitted  that  it  conveys  any 
such  additional  powers  at  all,  since  they  are  not 
defined,  they  would  consequently  be  general  as 
well  as  unlimited.    To  give  to  the  cuose,  then, 
the  full  force  which  the  appellation  by  which  it 
has  been  distinguished,  were  it  a  proper  appella- 
tion for  it,  would  be  in  fact  to  give  to  Congress 
general,  unlimited,  discretionary  powers.    1  pre- 
sume, sir,  that  nothing  would  be  hazarded  by  the 
declaration,  were  I  to  take  upon  myself  to  amrm 
that  not  a  single  member  of  this  honorable  body 
will  admit  that  it  contains  a  grant  of  such  gen- 
eral, discretionary  powers.    Hence,  sir,  it  is  clear 
to  my  mind  that  those,  who  ascribe  to  the  clause . 
ID  question  the  quality  which  seems  to  have  been 
ascribed  to  it,  must  be  involved  in  the  dilemma  of 
either  advocating  so  great  an  extent  of  power  as 
existing  in  this  body,  as  would  render  altogether 
useless  and  nugatory  the  special  granu  of  power 
enumerated  in  the  Ct)nsticution,  and  therefore 
much  more  power  than  they  would  really  be 
willing  to  allow  it  to  convey ;  or  of  admitting  at 
last  that  it  conveys  none  at  all  more  than  what 
the  enumeration  of  itself  grants  without  that 
clause.    Hence  too  it  is  equally  clear  to  me  that, 
so  far  from  conferring  on  this  body  any  real  pow- 
ers additional  to  those  described  in  the  preceding 
enumeration,  the  clause  is  merely  the  recognition 
of  a  general  principle,  necessarily  inherent  in 
each  grant  of  power,  that  Congress  being  in- 
vested with  the  power,  may  use  or  authorize  by 
law  a  use  of  the  natural  appropriate  means  of 
carrying  the  power  into  execution,  for  which  pur- 
pose alone  such  means  can  be  used,  the  applica- 
tion of  them  depending  entirely  upon  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  granted,  and  without  which 
right  all  the  several  grants  expressed  would  be 
merely  so  many  naked  grants,  and  would  convey 
to  this  body  no  such  powers  as  the  grants  pur- 
port to  convey. 
Permit  me,  sir^  to  illustrate  the  poeHion,  I  have 
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aowadTaaeed,  by  a  ref«rcoee  to  ooe  of  tb«  special 
mots  of  power  enumerated ;  I  say  oae  of  them, 
because  it  would  be  UDueeessary  to  trouble  the 
Committee  with  any  more,  although  observatioDs 
similar  to  these  about  to  be  made  on  the  one  se* 
leeted  might  be  made  upon  all,  or  nearly  all  of 
them,  tending  equally  to  establish  the  truth  of 
the  position*  but  which  would  require  more  time 
than  perhaps  it  might  be  either  convenient  or 
agreeable  to  the  Committee  to  be  detained  ;  and 
because  it  is  belicTed  that  the  obserratioos  on 
one  of  them  may  suffice  for  my  purpose  as  amply 
as  If  I  were  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
similar  remarks  on  all  of  them.    I  will  take  the 
first  grant  enumerated  in  these  words:  **Con* 
gross  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,'*  dbc.    To  this  grant 
let  the  clause  in  question  be  applied,  and  the  re- 
cognition of  the  priaciple  I  nave  mentioned, 
may,  I  think,  be  clearly  perceived.    What  is  its 
operation?    The  words  of  the  grant  expressly 
confer  on  Congress  a  specific  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises.    Now, 
sir,  does  this  grant  operate  no  further  than  merely 
to  authorize  Congress  to  provide  by  law  that 
"  lazes,  duties,"  £c.  on  certain  articles,  at  eer- 
tain  rates,  or  to  certain  amounts,  shall  be  laid  and 
collected,  and  to  do  no  more  7    To  confine  its 
opcjation  to  this  limit  would  be  to  ascribe  no 
efficient  meaning,  to  give  no  force  at  all  to  the 
words  laif  and  collect.    But  chey  certainly  have 
such  meaning;  thejr  certainly  have  some  force; 
and  from  the  operation  of  the  general  principle, 
such  as  I  have  alluded  to,  which  is  necessarily 
inherent  in  the  grant  of  *^  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,"  £&,  Congress  becomes  vested  with 
a  right  to  authorize  by  law  a  use  of  the  natural, 
approoriate  means  of  causing  taxes,  duties,  ^., 
to  be  laid  and  collected,  which  in  fact  is  nothing 
more  than  an  efficient  exercise  of  the  simple 
'^  power  to  lay  and  and  collect  taxes,  duties,"  dbc., 
such  as  to  authorize  by  law  the  establishment  of 
custom-houses ;  rules  for  the  entrances  and  clear- 
ances of  vessels ;  the  employment  of  public  armed 
vessels  about  the  months  of  rivers  or  other  inlets 
and  on  the  coasts  to  prevent  smuggling  and  eva- 
sions of  duties  directed  by  law  to  be  laid  on  im- 
ports ;  the  appointments  of  collectors,  inspectors 
and  other  necessary  officers  for  collection  of  the 
revenues  arising  therefrom  and  conveyance  of 
them  into  the  Treasury.  So  also  in  relation  to  the 
system  of  internal  taxation  lately  established,  and 
now  enlarged,  as  appropriate  means  of  carrying 
the  system  into  efiect,  the  appointmenu  of  a  com- 
missiooer  of  that  revenue,  collectors,  assessors  and 
other  necessary  officers,  and  rules  of  proceeding 
in  every  case  of  taxation  have  been  all  authorized 
by  law  for  the  purposes  of  levying  the  taxes  and 
bringing  them  into  the  use  of  the  Government. 

Now.  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  would  not  Con- 
gress have  had  a  Constitutional  right  to  make 
uiws  authorizing  all  the  several  proceedings,  I 
have  just  noticed,  if  the  clause,  which  has  been 
citedt  had  never  been  inserted  at  the  end  of  the 
section  which  has  been  mentioned?  Can  there 
exist  any  doubt  respecting  its  authority  to  have 


done  so?  It  seems  to  me  that  not  a. shadow  of 
ground  for  doubting  its  authority  would  have  ex- 
isted, but  that  the  words  ^  shall  have  power  tolar 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,'' 
convey  to  this  body  the  same  extent  of  authority 
as  the  grant  would,  if  it  had  been  expressed  that 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  by  msking  the 
necessary  and  proper  laws  for  laying  and  collect- 
ing them.  For  a  legislature  cannot  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  imposts,  or  excises,  but  by  mak- 
ing some  law  or  laws  for  laying  and  collecting 
them ;  that  is  to  say,  some  law  or  laws  appro- 
priate to  the  purposes  of  laying  and  collecting 
them. 

The  **  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises"  is  the  same,  then,  as  a  power 
to  make  laws  which  shall  be  *' necessary  and  pro- 
per" to  lay  and  collect  tsxes,  duties,  imposts  and 
excises.  But  to  make  laws  which  shall  be  ^*  ne- 
cessary and  proper"  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  du- 
ties, dtc.,  is  the  same  as  to  make  laws,  which  shall 
be  ^  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution" the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
dtc.  Hence,  then,  a  power  to  make  laws,  which 
shall  he  "necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution"  the  power  to  lajr  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts  and  excises,  is  the  same  as,  and 
can  be  no  more  than,  the  simple  power  "  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises."  It 
is  evident,  therefore,  to  mv  mind,  sir,  that  what 
have  been  generally  called  powers  incidental  to 
express  powers  are  not  real,  distinct  powers,  but 
nothing  more  than  modes  of  exercising  the  express 
powers  to  which  they  belong;  or  using  the  natural, 
appropriste  means  of  carrying  them  into  execu- 
tion, which  are  the  only  purposes,  for  which  the 
means  are  required  and  to  which  only  they  can 
be  applied ;  the  objects,  on  which  they  can  operate, 
being  those  only  on  which  the  express  powers,  to 
which  they  respectively  belong,  are  exercised ; 
that  nothing  more  is  comprehended  within  the 
meanlDg  of  the  words  *^  to  make  all  laws,  which 
shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  foregoing  powers,"  dkc.,  contsined 
in  the  clause  which  hss  been  characterized  as  the 
sweeping  clause  and  to  which  so  extensive  a  scope 
has  been  given. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  words  *^  to  make  all 
laws,  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper,"  in- 
stead of  having  been  inserted  at  the  end  or  the  sec- 
tion, had  been  inserted  in  the  first  grant  between 
the  word  '^  power,"  and  the  words  ^  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,"  Ac,  so  as  to  have  made  the 
clause  read  thus,  '<  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  pro- 
per to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,"  A^c,  would 
any  gentleman  contend  that  Congress  under  this 
grant,  so  modified,  would  have  a  Constitutional 
right  to  exercise,  as  the  means  of  laying  and  col- 
lecting taxes,  duties,  Ac,  a  distinct  substantive 
power,  not  expressed  in  the  grant,  and  not  neces- 
sarily belonging  to  the  power  of  laying  and  col- 
Ilecting  taxes,  duties,  te.,  but  which  could  be  ex- 
ercised independently  of  the  exercise  of  that  pow- 
er, and  operate  on  objects  sol  at  all  conneeCed 
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with  the  exereice  of  it?    Sorely  noC;  yet,  it  ie 
the  same  thing  to  contend  that  those  words  of  the 
elause  at  the  end  of  the  section,  contain  a  grant 
of  such  power;  for  they  apply  to  each  special 
grant  of  power  enamerated  in  the  same  manner, 
and  only  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  they  had  been 
incqrporated  into  the  body  of  each  grant  respec- 
tively.   Nothing  can  be  more  clear  and  evident 
than  that  the  words  so  apply,  and  so  only.  Never- 
theless, sir,  this  famous  clause  has  been  so  con- 
strued, and,  I  suppose,  still  is  so  construed,  as  to 
give  to  Congress  separate,  distinct,  subsuntive 
TOwers,  not  expressed  in  the  enumeration  of  grants* 
Expediency  is  made  the  basis  of  such  construc- 
tion :  and  from  an  opinion  entertained  by  some 
gentlemen,  that  the  proposed  banking  institution 
may  afford  a  useful  engine  to  the  Government  in 
its  financial  arrangements;  though  the  correct- 
ness of  that  opinion  is  controverted  by  others,  and 
is  upon  the  whole  extremely  problematical :  yet 
from  their  opinion  merely  of  its  expediency  a 
right  to  establish  the  institution  is  claimed,  and 
now  in  rapid  exercise ;  although  nothing  can  he 
more  eviaent,  than  that  to  do  so  is  to  exercise  a 
distinct,  substantive  power  not  contained  in  the 
enumeration — a  power  as  distinot,  and  as  substan- 
tive as  any  of  those  enumerated  are  with  respect 
to  the  others  on  the  list.  This  observation  leads  me, 
sir,  and  indeed  almost  irresistibly  impels  me,  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  one  particular 
grant  of  power  eoumemtedj  so  extremely  apt  in 
my  opinion,  and  well  fiued  is  it  for  a  further  illus- 
tration of  the  principles  I  contend  for — it  is  the 
power  ^'  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads." 
Here,  sir,  is  a  power  distinctly  expreseed  in  the 
enumeration  of  so  much  importance  to  the  Qov- 
ernment  in  affording  ready,  convenient  and  ex- 
peditious means  of  conveyance  of  intelligence,  to 
and  from  every  department,  every  branch  and 
every  individual  member  of  every  branch  and  de- 
partment of  the  Oovernment.  as  well  as  to  and 
from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  large^  aa 
to  render  it  almost  absolutely  necessary  for  car- 
rying on  the  aflairs  of  the  Oovernment.    Yet  wo 
see  wis  power  expressly  designated  in  the  enume- 
ration.   Why  do  we  see  it  here  expressly  desig- 
nated?   For  this  very  obvious  and  undeniable 
reason — that  it  is  a  power  completely  substantive 
in  its  nature,  distinct  and  separate  irom,  and  in- 
dependent of  all  others  enumerated.    Whence 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  from  a  conside- 
ration of  its  great  importance  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  manifest  propriety  of  vesting  it 
in  this  Government,  took  eare  to  insert  it  in  the 
ennmeratioo  of  express  grants — well  knowing 
that  it  could  not  by  any  possible  just  constrnotion 
be  considered  as  the  incident  of  any  of  those  ex- 
press granu ;  and  conseqently  that,  however  ne- 
oessary  and  proper  it  might  be  for  carrying  on  the 
afiairs  of  the  (government,  sueh  a  power  could 
not  be  constitutionally  exercised,  unless  inserted 
among  the  express  grants. 

Now.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  seriously,  I  will 
solemnl  V  address  myself  to  the  members  of  this 
honorable  body,  and  ask,  Will  any  gentleman  un- 
dertake to  say  that  a  powor  to  establifh  such  an  | 


inetiltttioft  as  the  one  now  proposed-^an  inatita- 
tion  of  sueh  vast  moment,  involving  interests  so 
deep,  so  extensive,  so  fathomless,  indrad,  as  almost 
to  baffle  the  powers  of  human  language  to  dtaeribe 
them ;  an  institution,  which,  if  estabUshed,  as  was 
said,  and  justly  said,  by  a  i^tleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Oaklsy)  some  time  ago  in  relatioa  to 
the  bill  on  the  same  subject  then  under  dtseussion, 
will  he  likely  to  wield  the  destinies  of  this  nation 
for  ages  to  come— I  say,  sir,  will  any  gentleman 
undertake  to  affirm  that  a  power  to  establish  such 
a  monstrous  institution  as  this,  is  not  a  povrer  as 
completely  substantive  in  its  nature  as  the  power 
to  establish  post  offices,  and  to  direet  that  the 
mails  shall  be  carried  on  certain  toads?  Sir,  is 
the  son  shining  in  his  meridian  splendor  clearor 
to  the  eye  than  it  must  be  to  every  mind,  high 
and  low,  wise  and  ignorant,  that  a  power  to  cre- 
ate so  terrific  and  stupendous  an  establishment  as 
this,  is  no  less  a  substant&Te  power  and  no  leas 
distinct  and  separate  from,  and  independent  of, 
all  other  whatever,  than  is  the  power  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads?  Str, this  i%  too  clear 
and  too  plain  to  need  any  illustration.  It  would 
be  but  an  idle  waste  of  time,  indeed,  to  trouble  the 
Committee  with  any  observations  upon  it.  with 
a  view  of  attempting  to  prove  more  clearly  that 
it  is  such  a  power ;  and  if  gentlemen  are  deter- 
mined to  assume  the  power,  the  exercise  of  it  will 
be  totally  unconnected  with  that  of  any  of  the 
express  powers  eunmerated  in  the  Constitution^ 
and  its  operation  is  independent  of  their  operataoa 
as  the  power  itself  is  inciependent  of  all  those  ex- 
press powers.  These  are  the  charaeteristic  prop- 
erties of  a  distinct,  substantive  power.  Strange, 
I  think,  must  be  the  eonstruction,  then,  which 
interpreto  it  to  be  a  power  merely  incidental  to 
either  of  those  express  powers ;  and,  since  it  \9 
not  itself  one  of  them,  my  impressions  are  irresis- 
tible, that  it  is  not  in  any  matter  rested  in  this 
body,  and  therefore  cannot  be  constitutionally  ex- 
ercised by  \u 

Sir,  if  the  doctrine,  under  which  this  power  is 
assumed  and  exercised,  should  be  genevaUy  t<Aer- 
ated  and  sanctioned— if  this  vast  unlimited  Uti- 
tude  of  construction  should  become  the  established 
construction  of  the  clause  in  the  Coastitutloa, 
which  has  been  so  ofken  referred  to,  what  wiU 
become  of  the  great  landmarks  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ?  Will  they  not  in  effect  be  all  levelled  with 
the  ground  ?  Will  not  the  wide  unbounded  ocean 
of  human  affairs  be  then  laid  open  to  this  restricted 
Federal  Legislature,  (as  everybody,  who  pretends 
to  know  anything  of  the  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution, acknowledges  it  to  be,)  to  select  from  them 
such  sulgects  as  it  mav  choose,  as  ba»esof  its  laws? 
Surely,  sir,  it  will.  All  the  restrictions  contained 
in  the  Constitution,  which  have  been  marked 
out  by  the  specification  of  particular  powers,  as 
limitations  to  Congress  in  legislating  for  these 
United  States,  will  be  swept  away,  will  be  anni- 
hilated; and  there  will  be  nothing  to  hinder  a 
course  of  ^gislation  from  being  pursued  without 
restraint,  without  any  limitation  whntever  hot  its 
own  discretion,  as  to  what  it  may  determine  upon 
as  necessary  or  proper  to  be  done.    Sir,  can  n 


M6 


HISTOET  OF  C0NORB8S. 


^^ 


DiBoiimaft,  IBU. 


Bamk^fthe  XMM  &iai». 


H«  dp  R. 


•isgle  object  fall  wichiii  the  eompass  of  the  baman 
imagiDatioD,  which  mav  not  he  also  drawn  within 
the  scope  of  this  boundless  constraction,  and  ac- 
cording to  it  be  deemed  a  legitimate  subject  of 
Consressionai  legislation  ?  Not  ooe,  sir.  Every 
possible  objector  human  legislation, not  palpably 
repogimnt  to  the  first  principles  of  our  nature,  oi 
which  the  mind  can  conceive,  under  this  very 
extensive  eoastruetion  may  as  well  and  as  right- 
folly  form  a  basts  of  legislation  for  this  body,  as 
the  subject  on  which  it  is  oow  acting.  Admit 
this  doctrine  as  correct,  and  in  vain.  sir.  has  your 
Constitution  been  framed  upon  tne  principles 
that,  **  the  powers,  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
to  the  Slates,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respect* 
ively  or  the  people."  In  vain  has  this  hallowed 
principle  been  solemnly  recognised  and  expressly 
incorporated  into  the  Constitution  by  war  of 
amendment.  In  vain  have  the  people  of  these 
States  confided  in  this  great  fundamental  princi* 
pie  as  a  solemn  and  safe  guarantee  of  their  Slate 
sovereignties.  There  is  not  a  single  power  hereto- 
fore considered  as  reserved,  and  heretofore  deemed 
sacred  to  the  States,  which  may  not  be  as  right- 
fully exercised  by  this  body,  as  the  power  now 
proposed  to  be  exercised  by  it ;  for  I  aver  that 
AOt  a  single  power  is  more  completly  reserved  to 
the  States,  under  the  Constitution,  than  this  power 
is-^that,  if  this  power  is  not  reserved,  no  power 
whatever  is  reserved  to  them ;  and  it  would  be 
preposterous  indeed,  to  talk  or  think  of  reserved 
powers  at  all.  But,  sir,  I  undertake  to  aver  that 
this  power  is  not  delegated  to  this  body,  either  ex- 
pressly or  incidentally,  and  I  do  consider  an  exer- 
oise  or  it  by  this  body  as  an  unauthorized  assump- 
tion, as  an  usurpation  not  only  not  warranted,  but 
absolutely  forbidden  to  it  by  the  Constitution.  I 
assert,  then,  that  this  monstrous  construction  op- 
erates no  less  than  a  complete  reversal  of  the 
great  and  essential  principle,  which  has  been 
spoken  of— -introduces  the  fatal,  destructive  one, 
that  all  powers  whatever  are  delegated  to  the 
United  Slates  which  «re  not  expressly  reserved 
to  the  States ;  and,  in  efiect,  converts  this  Qov- 
ernment  of  special,  defined,  express  powers,  into 
one  entire  consolidated  Govemmeni,  of  general 
undefined  powers. 

Let  this  alarming  doctrine  be  fully  confirmed 
and  established,  what  a  fatal  verification  will  if 
be  of  the  presages  of  some  of  our  venerable  states- 
men, whose  mortal  remains  have  been  long  since 
mouldering  in  the  grave !  At  the  ever  memora- 
ble and  imporunt  epoch  when  the  people  of  these 
States  were  called  upon  to  deliberate  on  the  great 
and  interesting  question  relating  to  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution,  the  minds  of  many  were  im- 
pressed with  serious,  with  solemn,  with  awful 
apprehensions,  mingled  with  no  small  degree  of 
alarm  that  the  very  clause  in  the  Sih  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  has 
been  so  often  cited,  might  be  resorted  to  as  a 
ground  for  legislating  to  an  extent  never  contem- 
plated by  tbeJramers  of  the  Constitution  as  being 
within  the  scope  of  its  true  and  legitimate  mean- 
ing.   It  was  reared  that  the  term  ^^nece&mry" 


contained  in  the  clause,  though  qvatified  and  n^ 
stricted  in  its  meaning  by  the  addition  of  the  term 
'^proper,''  from  the  union  and  combination  of 
whicn  nwo  qualities  it  was  manifestly  intended 
to  apply  the  clause  to  the  making  of  such  laws 
only,  as  should  have  an  immediate  relation  to, 
and  a  natural,  intimate  connexion  with  the  enu- 
merated express  powers,  as  means  or  instruments 
of  carrying  them  efficiently  into  execution,  might 
nevertheless  be  so  perverted  as  to  have  a  con- 
struction given  to  the  clause  not  confined  to  the 
limits  embraced  within  that  intention,  but  arbi- 
trarily extended  to  laws  having  no  manner  of  re- 
lation to,  and  no  sort  of  natuml  connexion  with 
any  of  those  express  powers— that  such  a  princi* 
pie  of  construction  once  established,  the  time 
might  come  when  it  would  expand  itself  to  the 
widest  circuit  of  human  discretion.  The  Ameri- 
can people  in  general  were  satisfied,  however,  to 
receive  the  Constitution  as  proposed,  with  that 
clause  in  ir,  resting  their  hopes  upon  the  pdnci- 
pies  and  structure  <n  it,  that  these  were  sufficiently 
clear  and  explicit  to  guard  against  the  abuses  and 
dangers  so  much  apprehended  by  some. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  the  thirteenth  Con* 

Sess  of  the  United  States,  fatally  to  those  hopes, 
tally  to  the  pleasing  expectations  then  enter* 
taioed  by  the  people,  who  adopted  this  Constita- 
tiott-^will  thev  so  soon  verify  the  presages  which 
have  been  alluded  to  7  Will  they  in  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  so  dangerous  a  precedent,  which  was 
thought  to  have  been  happily  demolished  but 
three  or  four  years  ago  by  a  refusal  to  recharter 
a  similar  insiiiution-— will  they,  I  say  at  so  early 
a  period  after  that  event,  by  a  creation  of  the 
proposed  huge  mammoth  institution,  sufficiently 
capacious  to  swallow  up  four  or  five  of  the  former 
establbhrnests,  thus  hermetically  seal  and  secure 
perhaps  forever  the  groundwork  of  future  assump- 
tions of  power,  and  this  too  by  adopting  a  mea- 
sure of  itself  fraught  with  inconceivable  danger, 
the  natural  tendency  of  which  will  be  gradually, 
at  least,  if  not  rapidly  (and  if  such  a  sad  misfor- 
tune must  beftll  this  country,  I  pray  that  it  nay 
be  but  gradual)  to  break  down  the  barriers  of  the 
CoBstitution  and  sweep  away  the  restrictions  and 
limitations  of  power  marked  out  by  the  spectfioa- 
lioa  of  particular  grants  as  designated  in  theCoit- 
sritution  ?  Sir,  should  such  a  state  of  things  ever 
arrive-^should  such  ever  be  the  condition  of  this 
country— when  this  Legislature  should  soentirely 
change  its  true  character^— when  it  should  no 
longer  confine  its  proceedings  to  the  limito  of  its 
*^  deleaated"  powers  and  the  great  leading  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution-^when  these  principles 
should  be  disregarded  and  cease  to  have  any  force, 
who  could  undertake  to  say  how  far  an  evil  of 
such  great  magnitude  might  not  progress  ?  No 
man,  I  undertake  to  affirm,  could  prophetically 
explore  the  full  extent  of  its  progress. 

It  is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  perhaps, 
that  gentlemen  should  difier  in  opinion  as  to  the 
extent  in  which  a  power,  though  expressly  granted, 
ought  to  be  exercised,  when  that  power  is  in  its 
nature  limited,  or  qualified  by  the  terms  of  the 
grant,  to  wkich  difieieat  gentlemen  may  gire  dif- 


987 


HISTOBT  OF  C0NGBB8& 


988 


ILofR. 


Bank  of  the  Vmted  8tate$. 


Dbcbbubr»1814. 


fcreat  constnielioiii,  as  oo  several  recent  oeca* 
aioos  we  have  witnessed.  But  when  a  power  is 
assumed  which  is  not  even  mentiooed  in  the  Con- 
•titation,  I  must  confess,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  as 
something  much  more  extraordinary.  If  an  er- 
roneous construction  in  the  first  case  should  pre> 
Tail  atone  time,  the  evil  will  be  remedied,  perhaps, 
bf  a  more  correct  construction  at  another  time, 
the  express  power  beio^  always  a  fixed,  defined 
standard,  to  which  the  mind  can  resort ;  and  tbere« 
fore  the  precedent  is  not  likely  to  be  as  durable 
and  dangerous  as  in  the  latter  case,  where  mere 
arbitrary  interpretation,  or  opinion,  having  at  any 
time  prevailed,  upon  the  general  ground  of  neces- 
sity or  expedieacy,  without  any  such  fixed,  defined 
standard  to  judge  by,  one  assumption  is  much 
more  likely  to  form  a  durable  precedent  for  future 
similar  assumptions  from  time  to  time  in  succe»- 
•ion,  and  consequently  so  much  the  more  dan- 
gerous. If,  therefore,  it  be  not  too  late<— if  ^ea- 
Uemen  have  not  irrevocably  made  up  their  minds 
upon  this  subject,  I  would  beseech  this  honorable 
assembly  to  consider,  to  pause  for  a  while,  to 
meditate  on  a  subject  of  such  vast  magnitude  be- 
fore tbejr  come  to  such  irrevocable  decision  in 
£ivor  of  it,  and  not  precipitately  hnrry  into  the 
adoption  of  a  measure  so  big  with  momentous, 
incalculable  conseouences*— consequences,  the  ez^ 
tent  of  which  the  keenest  foresight  of  man  can- 
not now  discern — the  baneful  influences  of  the 
evils  of  which  may  be  such  as  the  most  eagle-eyed 
statesman  our  country  produces  may  not  be  able 
to  trace,  until  they  shall  have  extended  themselves 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  practicable  remedy! 

When  Mr.CLOPTON  had  concluded — the  ques- 
tion being  about  to  be  put  on  his  motion  without 
debate — 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  took  the  floor. 
Among  the  most  alarming  indications  of  the  times, 
he  remarked,  was  the  apathy  which  pervaded  the 
House  on  this  occasion  i  an  apathy  resembling 
the  numbness  which  generally  precedes  mortal 
dissolution,  under  the  influence  of  which  a  ques- 
tion of  sttcn  importance  as  this  was  about  to  be 
taken  without  debau  and  almost  without  delib- 
eration. If  the  bill  would  produce  that  effect 
which  its  friends  predicted,  it  would  prove  a  ben- 
eficial and  valuable  institution ;  if  traught  with 
the  mischiefs  which  he  saw  in  it,  its  passage 
would  bring  with  it  certain  destruction  to  the 
nation.  He  took  it  for  granted,  from  the  course 
of  proceedings  which  had  uken  place  in  the 
House  when  this  subject  was  before  under  con- 
sideration, that  all  hope  of  obtaining  a  bank  at 
all  resembling  what  banks  have  heretofore  been, 
must  now  cease;  and  that  the  institution  em- 
braced by  this  bill,  if  it  passed,  would  be  a  mere 
paper  bank,  and  nothing  else,  from  which  no  ben- 
efit could  result  to  the  Qovernment  or  the  com- 
munity. He  examined  the  character  of  this  bill, 
and  particularly  objected  to  the  extent  of  the  cap- 
ital 'f  the  limited  proportion  of  specie  to  be  em- 
ployed in  it;  and  the  power  to  suspend  specie 
payments.  IFpon  a  full  view  of  ail  its  features, 
ne  denied  that  it  would  restore  public  credit,  or 
establish  an  adequate  circulating  medium,  the 


purposes  which  its  friends  hoped  it  would  accent* 
plish.  It  would,  on  the  contrary,  from  the  moment 
of  iu  establishment,  give  birth  to  a  monstrous 
scene  of  stock-jobbing  and  speculation,  always 
detrimental  to  the  public  credit.  Bj  a  system  of 
rigid  economy  and  carrying  into  effect  the  taxes 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  he  said,  he  bad  some 
hope  that  the  Government  would  weather  the 
storm  with  which  it  was  assailed,  without  national 
bankruptcy ;  but,  if  Congress  passed  a  bill  of  this 
kind,  he  conscientiousl||r  believed  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  avoid  the  evil ;  and  that,  if  they  passed 
this,  thef  might  as  well  at  the  same  time  pass  a 
bill  of  national  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  said  without  saying 
how  he  should  vote  on  the  final  question,  he 
should  vote  a^inst  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  ot  the  bill  in  the  present  stage  of  it, 
from  motives  of  respect  to  the  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  Legislature  from  which  the  bill  came,  aad 
to  those  who  adw>cated  the  bill  in  this  House. 

The  motion  to  urike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  was  then  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote:  For  striking  it  out  60, against  it 71. 

Mr.-FiaK  then  briefly  explained  the  charaoter 
of  this  bill,  and  in  what  respect  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  committee  would  change  the  fea* 
tures  of  it. '  The  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate, 
and  as  it  now  stands,  proposes  that  the  forty  mil- 
lions to  be  subscribed  by  individuals,  shall  be  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars  in 
war  stock,  ^re  millions  in  specie,  and  eight  mil- 
lions in  Treasury  notes;  and  that  snbscriMions 
shall  be  opened  in  Boston,  Baltimore,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Richmond,  Charleston,  and  Pitta- 
burg.  The  committee  had  recommended  to  re- 
duce the  proportion  subecribable  by  individuab 
to  tbirty-nve  millions,  of  which  twenty  to  be  in 
public  stock,  five  in  specie,  and  ten  in  Treasury 
notes.  The  details  of  the  bill  being  nearly  the 
same  as  thdse  of  the  bill  originally  reported  ia 
this  House,  were  not  proposed  to  be  changed,  ex- 
cept that  the  committee  had  recommended  that 
books  of  subscription  should  be  opened  at  one 
place  ia  every  State,  in  conformity  with  what 
appeared  to  be  the  aentiment  of  the  House  when 
the  bill  was  before  under  consideration. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  hill  were  separately 
considered,  and  agreed  to  by  a  considerable  ma* 
jority. 

The  Committee  proceeded  in  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill—- rose,  after  4  o'clock,  repwted 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Saturday,  December  24. 

Mr.  Calhouh.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  23d  ultimo,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  or  War,  relating  to  an  uniform  system 
of  discipline  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
reported  the  following  resolution : 

Raohed,  That  the  Secretsxy  of  War  be  direetod  to 
appoint  a  Board  of  Officers,  to  modify  •*  the  nilss  and 
regulations  for  the  field  exercise  and  maacMiTTesof  the 
F^nsnch  bduktry/*  as  translated  by  MacdensM,  ao  ac 
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to  mftke  them  eorretpcmd  with  the  orgioBation  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  to  make  such  addi- 
tions and  letrenchments  as  may  be  thought  proper ; 
and  to  lay  the  same,  as  soon  as  possible,  before  this 
House. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  '*  giving  further  time  to  locate  certain  claims 
to  lands  confirmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
''An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the 
District  of  Vincennes,"  were  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
aeribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  whole  of  the  day  was  consumed  in  the 
discussion  of  the  details  and  propositions  to  amend 
this  bill,  without  giving  birth  to  any  material 
anvendments. 

The  amendments  made  in  the  Committee  were 
reported  to  the  House,  and  agreed  to,  before  the 
House  adjourned. 

As  amended,  the  bill  exhibits  the  following 
features,  viz : 

The  capital  to  consist  of  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, divided  into  shares  of  five  hundred  dollars 
each;  subscribable  and  payable  as  follows:  by 
the  Qovernment,  in  stock  to  bear  an  interest  of 
four  per  cent,  per  annum ;  fifteen  millions,  by 
individuals;  the  remaining  thirty*five  millions, 
payable  as  follows,  viz :  five  millions  in  specie, 
ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes,  and  twenty  mill- 
ions in  what  is  usually  called  the  war  stock.  The 
bank  to  commence  its  operations  so  soon  as  eleven 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  paid  in. 
in  the  proportions  before  mentioned,  of  specie) 
Treasury  notes  and  stock. 

Other  amendments  were  proposed  to  the  bill ; 
when  the  House  adjourned,  without  taking  a 
question  on  the  bill's  going  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

MoMDAT,  December  26. 
Mr.  Troup,  from  the  managers  appointed  by 
this  House  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  tne  two  Houses  on  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  ^  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  several 
States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective 
quotas  of  eighty  thousand  militia,  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  against  in- 
vasion," made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

MATTHEW  GUr. 
Mr.  Ingbbboll,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to  make 
a  motion.  He  said  there  was  now  an  individual 
in  this  town,  by  the  name  of  Matthew  Guy,  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Dumfries,  who,  by  an  ez- 
tiaordinary  act  of  bravery  and  heroism,  had  him- 


self captured  a  British  officer  and  four  British 
seamen.  He  was  in  an  ouster  boat  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Chippewanzie,  into  which  he  was 
pursued  by  a  British  vessel ;  and.  after  he  g«t 
into  the  creek,  a  barge  was  sent  after  him  with  a 
midshipman  and  four  men.  This  individual,  find- 
ing he  must  be  overtaken,  went  ashore  in  a  small 
skifi*.  and  concealed  himself  on  the  margin  of  the 
creek  with  his  dock-srun,  directing  a  mulatto  man 
who  was  the  only  person  in  company  with  him, 
to  pursue  his  way  up  the  creek.  The  mulatto 
man  accordingly  steered  up  the  creek,  under  a 
sharp  fire  from  the  barge  which  was  in  pursuit. 
When  the  barge  passed  within  a  convenient  dis- 
tance, Mr.  Guy  discharged  his  gun  with  such 
steady  aim  at  ir.  as  to  wound  four  of  the  five 
men  on  board,  who  immediately  cried  for  quar- 
ter; which  being  readily  granted,  they  pushed 
ashore  while  Guy  was  loading  his  gun  a  second 
time.  On  finding  the  inferiority  of  force  to  which 
they  had  surrendered  their  arms,  the  prisonera 
were  disposed  to  attempt  a  rescue ;  but  their  cap- 
tor presented  his  piece  a  second  time  at  them,  and 
they  deemed  it  proper  to  submit,  the  officer  and 
three  others  being  already  wounded.  The  brav« 
man  who  performed  this  exploit,  delivered  his 
prisoners  up  to  the  militia  in  St.  Mary's  county, 
by  whom  they  had  been  brought  to  the  city. 
Though  this  case  did  not  come  within  the  letter, 
he  said  it  certainly  did  within  the  equity  of  the 
law,  which  allows  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars on  every  prisoner  taken  by  privateers ;  be- 
cause this  individual  had  redeemed  from  captivity 
one  of  our  naval  officers  and  four  of  our  seamen 
by  obtaining  the  means  of  their  exchange ;  which 
was  the  principle  on  which  the  act  in  question 
was  passed.  He  was  desirous  to  extend  the  pro- 
vision of  that  bill  to  this  individual;  and  there-^ 
fore  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Re$oked,  That  the  Comnittee  on  Naval  Afiaifs  be 
instmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  allowing 
a  bounty  to  Matthew  Gny»  for  five  English  prisoners 
captured  by  him. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposition* 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  "  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America  f  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  said  bill  being  again  read,  were  amended, 
and  severally  concurred  in  by  the  House,  except 
the  amendment  which  goes  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill. 

The  said  section  if  as  further  amended. 

The  question  w«s  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  said  new  ^ 
section,  which  is  as  follows : 

8bc.  14.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
at  all  times  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of  either  House 
of  Congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the 
books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
poration hereby  created;  and  to  report  whether  the 
provisions  of  this  charter  have  been  by  the  same  tIo- 
kted  or  not.    And  whenever  any  ooDuaictee,  as  afiwe- 
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•afd,  ihaH  find  and  report,  or  the  Pretident  of  the 
United  States  ihall  have  reason  to  beliere,  that  the 
duurter  has  been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for  Con- 
gress to  direct,  or  the  President  to  order,  a  adrefaatu 
to  be  sued  out  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of 
PemsylTania,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  (which 
shall  be  executed  upon  the  President  of  the  corpora- 
tion for  the  time  bemg,  at  least  fifteen  dajs  before  the 
commencement  of  the  term  of  said  court,)  calling  on 
the  said  corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  char- 
ter hereby  granted  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited :  And 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court,  upon  the  return  of 
the  said  idrefadasy  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the 
alleged  Yiolation,  and  if  such  violation  be  made  appear, 
then  to  pronounce  and  adjudge  that  the  said  charter 
is  forfeited  and  annulled :  Provided,  however,  Every 
issue  offset  which  may  be  joined  between  the  Unite!d 
States  and  the  corporation  aforesaid,  shall  be  tried  by 
jury.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  aforesaid  to 
require  the  production  of  such  of  the  books  of  the  cor- 
poiation  as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  the  ascertain- 
ment of  the  controverted  fitcts,  and  the  final  judgment 
of  the  circuit  oourt  aforesaid  shall  be  examinable  in  the 
Snprmne  Court  of  the  United  States  by  writ  of  error, 
and  maybe  there  revenedor  affirmed,  according  to  the 
I  of  law. 


The  coocurrence  of  the  House  in  this  amend- 
oiettt  was  ofyposed  by  Mr.  Inobam  of  Pennsyl- 
TAoia,  Mr.  Pobstth  of  Oeorgia,  and  Mr.  Haw- 
KIH8,  of  Kentucky;  and  supported  by  Mr.  Gas- 
ton of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  She/fet  of  Virginia, 
'Mr.  Oaklet  of  New  York ;  and  opposed  and 
advocated  hj  other  gentlemen. 

The  question  on  concurrence  therein  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. — For  concurrence  95, 
against  it  36,  as  follows: 

TsAS — Messrs.  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bay- 
ly of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbnxy, 
Breckeoridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Clop- 
ton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Calpeper,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Massaehaselts,  Desha,  Earl,  Ely,  Evana,  Far- 
row, Fisk  of  Veimont,  Forney,  Fraakhn,  Gaston, 
Gholaon,  Gourdin,  Hale,  Hall,  Hasbrondc,  Hawea, 
Henderson,  Humphreys^  Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maiylaad,  Kilboum,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Mar- 
kell,  McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley* 
Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Keed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  l^efiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay  maker,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Taggart,  Tayhnr, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massadiusetto,  Waid  of 
Now  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massaehusetto,  and  Yancey. 

NATs-'MeaHa.  Alexander,  Andenon,  Archer,  Bines, 
Bivwn,  CoBslock,  Conard,  Creigfaton,  Cathbert,  Da- 
M,  I>avisofPa.,Findley,  Forsyth,  Griffin,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  IngenoU,  Ingham,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  Massachusetts,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Sage,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Telfoir,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

And  on  naotion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
tnorrow. 


TiTBSDAT,  December  27. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  repre- 
sentation from  James  Monroe,  actinij^  Secretary 
of  State ;  Alexander  J.  Dallas,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  Richard  Rush,  Attorney  General, 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  **  providing 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,^  com- 
monly called  the  Yazoo  claims,  passed  on  the 
31st  of  March,  1814,  representing'  their  inability, 
owing  to  the  multiplied  and  laborious  duties 
which  demand  their  attention  in  their  respective 
departments,  to  discharge  the  dntKs  enjoined 
upon  them  oy  the  said  act,  and  suggesting  the 
propriety  of  appointing  other  Commissioners  to 
execute  the  provisions  of  the  act,  whose  atten- 
tion shall  not  be  engrossed  by  other  public  duties. 
The  said  representation  was  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Oaklet,  Lowndeb,  and  Batlibs,  of 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  McKeb,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  regulating  the  sale  of  cei^ 
tain  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Ohio ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  McKbe  also  reported  a  bill  attaching  to 
the  Canton  district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the 
tract  of  land  lying  between  the  foot  of  tiie  rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Connecticot 
Western  Reserve;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  last  mentioned. 

MILITIA  DRAUOHT8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trodp,  of  Qeorgia,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  rotes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  into  service 
eighty  thousand  militia  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  proposition  of  the  committee  relates 
to  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia,  and  pro- 
poses that  a  compromise  between  the  two  Houses 
shall  take  place,  the  Senate  receding  six  months 
and  the  House  advancing  six  months  in  the  ser- 
vice^ so  as  to  fix  it  at  eighteen  months. 

Mr.  Tboup  explaiaefT  that  this  report  was  the 
result  of  compromise  between  the  two  Houses; 
and  Mr.  Stockton  stated  that,  though  he  bad 
coBaeated,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
conference,  to  the  report  being  made,  he  was  op- 
posed to  it,  as  was  a  majority  of  the  coafereaee 
committee  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Fabrow  made  a  short  s|>eeeh  in  opposiiion 
to  the  report,  the  object  of  which  was  Co  expUdn 
the  reason  why  he,  who  bad  voted  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  should  now  vote  against  this  report;  it 
was,  because  he  considered  the  militia  character 
of  the  bill  to  be  changed,  and  that,  as  proposed 
to  be  amended,  it  would  possess  the  conscriptive 
character.  He  made  a  number  of  observations, 
principally  drawn  from  our  history,  to  show  that 
the  militia  were,  and  always  would  be,  under 
proper  officers,  an  efieetive  force. 

The  question,  on  agreeing  to  this  part  of  the 
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report,  was  dteeidi9d--f»r  conectneiice  64,  against 
it  73,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  A^ery, 
Bai^,  Burnett^  Bines,^  Bowen^  Browne  CaldweU,  Cal- 
houn, Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Crawford,  CreightoR)  DenoyeIle8>  BuTall,  Esrle,  Evalis, 
Findlej*  Forney,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Hasbrouek,  Hawes,  Hobbard,  Humphreys,  In- 
gersoil,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ril bourn. 
King  of  North  Carofina,  LefAhrts,  Lyle,  Markell,  Mc- 
Kee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ofiosby,  Parker,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  PennsyWania,  Rhea 
of  Te»neese«y  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn* 
iylvania.  Strong,  Touvshill)  Tarhnr,  Troup,  Udree, 
WiUSanMiy  Wilson  of  Penasyltania,  and  Tancey. 

Na-ts — ^Mesank  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachv- 
setts,  Bigfltow,  Boyd,  Brwlhiiry,  BNckenridge,  Capep> 
toD^  Cansoii,  duuopioa,  Cilley,  CiopOon,  Cooper, 
Co^  OoTpeper,.  Cathbertj  Dana,  Davooport^  Dayis  of 
Masaaeluisett^  Davis  of  Peanqrlvama,  Desha,  Ely, 
Fanow,  Fisk  of  Vormont,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
GhoIson,Hale,  Harris,  Henderson^  Howell,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  lilandy  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Ycnrk,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Macon,  Markell,  McCoy,  Miller,  Moore,  Mose- 
ley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reedi 
William  Reed,  Rich,  Riiggles,  Schureman,  Seybert, 
Sheff^,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
Tork,  Smith  of  Virginia,  SUnford,  Stockton,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Thompson^  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Wehster,  Whecton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of 
Ifassaehusetti. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  ia  extending 
the  term  of  service  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
months. 

The  second  proposition  of  the  committee  of 
conference  is,  that  the  House  shall  recede  from 
an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  is  to  author- 
ize the  Executive,  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  of 
the  Qoveraom  of  the  Startea  to  execute  the  pro- 
Tisiooa  of  the  law,  to  call  directly  on  the  militia 
officers  of  the  States  to  earry  them  into  effect. 

Go  the  question  toagfee  to  this  proposition,  «n 
Mstereatkig  debate  of  considerable  length  took 

glace,  io  the  course  of  which,  it  was  advocated 
y  Messrs.  Troor,  StocktoitJ  Pioksbin o,  Kiwo 
of  Massachusetts,  SafFBBBD^  aad  WaasTfiR ;  and 
opposed  by  Mesers.  RoBEmsoN,  HAWune,  Foe- 
syTH,  GsoLaoK,  CirrifBBRT,  and  Ftax  of  Ver» 


The  diseuBsioo  ended  in  the  refosml  of  the 
nowio  to  mevio  the  prepositioci  of  thecommit- 
tee  of  conference  bf  the  following^  rote :— For 
agrsemg  to  it-Cd,  agttliiat  it  80. 

TvAs^MeMrs.  BayUes  of  Massadltisettis  BlgiBtow, 
Bayd,  Btadbnty,  Brsdlisy,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Ca^iaitsnt  Oaaaoo,  Chaasii^tt,  CUley,  Ciopton,  Coop- 
«t»  COK,  CiiMiper,  Bavenpiwt,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Biy,  Farrow^  Gaston,  GeMes^  Hale,  Henderson,  How- 
•U^  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
Teik,  King  of  Massachosetta,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
ItfSkW,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Mont- 
gonvsry,  Moore,  Moseley^  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rog- 
gles,  Schureman,  Shefiey»  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stur- 
gofl,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward 
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of  MasssidMMntt^  Ward  of  Now  J^stwej^  Weketdtv 
Whaatott^  White,  Wilooz,  Wilaon  of  Massacfausitia^ 
and  Wints)^~-69. 

NATs^MesShk  Alesrander,  Alstdn,  Aadorson,  Ai^ 
cher.  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Con* 
ard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pa.» 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvali,  Earle,  Evans  Findiey,  Fisk 
of  Verm't,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Gour- 
din, Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkinsi 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingst' 
soil,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kemhaw,  Kiibourn,  Lefierts, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,  Murfiree,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens^  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  TennesMo,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage^, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill^ToUkir,  Udiee^  Wil» 
liams,  WiliMtt  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yaiieey-^-^80. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  the  other  propoai- 
tioDS  of  the  committee  of  conference ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  Hoase  resolved 
to  inMxgt  on  the  amendments  from  which  it  had 
just  refused  to  recede ;  and  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  Senate  to  acquaint  them  of  this  determi- 
nation. 

BANK  OF  THB  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideratiott  of 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sabscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hale  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  thirteenth  section  of 
the  bill,  which  authorizes  occasional  suspensioii 
of  payments  in  specie  by  the  bank :  Whereupon^ 

Mr.  In OE BBC LL,  of  Pennsylvania,  required  the 
previous  question,  which  precludes  ail  further 
debate  or  amendment  of  the  bill.  Tbiscall  being 
duly  sustftinedi  Cho  preirioas  qnestioft  was  taked^ 
and  decided— for  taking  the  mftin  qti^ttoft  79^ 
againtfc  takiog  it  70. 

TBA«^-^tattt«t  AleMuidet*  AIMm  Anderiotr,  Ar"* 
eb«^y  Atery,  Bard^  Banieili,  Btnes^  Brown,  OaldWed, 
Csnnontf  Chappi^U,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Cenistdek,  Odn& 
ard,  CrsighliMI,  CothMrt,^  Dana,  Bwis  of  PenntylVi^ 
nitti  DtenoyirilfHI,  EVafltn^  Findl^,  Vlsh  Of  Vermro6;^ 
PoMkay^  Fot«yUi^  Ohokbni  Ooiirdiii^  Gtifiiilr,  0ali> 
IkMlsf  Aotokitt»of  ltentin€ir«',  Habbattf;  Hhiiibhr^, 
IttgefftoVj  rrigftasir  fa;H>lft  nwMI,  Kennedy,  Keittof 
Matytaui^  Keiv,  KoiMUiaM,  Ktlbooifi,  King  of  NortH 
Oaioliliai  hOfMit,  *£ieWnM;  Lyfe*,  MeCoy,  McfLeait, 
Moore,  MnrHrer,  NeWt^,  OrsMfiy,  Parker,  PleaMhts, 
Km  nt  PemiPflWft<l%  Rhea  of  TiMiaeMMer,  RtcH,  Ring- 
rfaldi  Sig^  S^rt^Skkmen  Sittith  of  Peims^nl^ 
Ittttb  of  Virginia^  Tamlebilli  Taylor;  TeUUr,  TrOttp^ 
Udroe,  Ward  Of  iMt  JMWys  ^V^WMils;  Wilson  of 
FottifiylvMiai  and  ¥anoBy. 

N^ta-^Mwar*  Baylies  of  MRssaftrfiiMetb^  Btgeld#, 
Bowed,  Boyd,  Bnadbtfry,  Bklgham,  Caperton,  Oalhotttl, 
Champioa»  Ciliey,  Ciopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  CrtftHbrd-, 
Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa.,  Desha*, 
Dttvalt  Ely,  FarroW,  Franklin,  Oaaton,  Hale,  Has^ 
broaek,HaWes,  Hawkins,  Hendenon,  HoWelJ,  Hulber^ 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett, 
Macon,.  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mose* 
ley,  Oakley,  Peaison,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Robertson,  Boggles,  Schoramaa, 
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Bhftrp,  SheStj,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  SUjmaker,  Smith 
of  New  YoriL,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Thompson,  Vom, 
Ward  of  Manachusetta,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachiuetto,  and  Winter. 

The  previous  question  having  thus  been  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — a  motion  was  made  to 
lay  the  bill  and  amendments  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  decided  (Mr.  Macon,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Cbeves,  occupying  the  Chair)  that 
the  motion  was  not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  the 
House  having  decided  that  the  main  question 
ahall  be  now  put  no  other  motion  can  obtain,  un* 
less  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

An  appeal  was  taken  from  this  decisiou  of  the 
Chair;  which,  after  some  debate,  was  confirmed 
by  yeas  and  nays,  by  the  following  vote :  In  favor 
of  the  Chair  108,  against  it  36. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  then  took  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  (Mr.  Macon 
atill  occopyioff  it.)  that  the  main  question  was, 
that  the  bill  should  pass  to  a  third  reading.  He 
contended  that  the  main  question  was,  that  on 
the  amendment  under  discussion  when  the  pre- 
vious question  was  called. 

iThe  question  has,  more  than  once,  been  de- 
ed in  the  same  manner  by  the  present  and  late 
Speaker,  and  affirmed  with  much  solemnity.] 

After  some  debate,  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  affirmed  by  the  following  vote :  In  favor  of 
the  decision  91,  against  it  52. 

The  main  question,  viz :  Shall  the  amendments 
be  engrossed,  and,  together  with  tbe  bill,  be  read 
a  third  time  ?  was  then  put,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Caldwell,  Calboun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Glen- 
denin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davia  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyeiles,  Duvall,  Earle,  Fai^ 
row,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Gourdin,  Gxiffin,  Harris,  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  IngeisoU,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
boum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lowndea, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Mur£fee,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ridi,  Ring- 
gold, Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey — 81. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Buder,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Desha,  £ly,  Evans, 
Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Hale,  Hall,  Henderson, 
Humphreys,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett, 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman.  Seybert,  Sheffey, 
Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Winter — 62. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
tf^morrow ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wbdnebdat,  December  28. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  a  change  in  the 
organization  of  the  corps  of  artillerv  and  engi- 
neers,  which  may  allow  the  officers  thereof  to  be 
placed  on  a  more  favorable  footing  in  regard  to 
promotion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kilbourn, 

Eesoloed,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business, 
made  to  this  House  on  the  8th  ultimo,  and  now 
lying  upon  the  table,  as  relates  to  the  ''bill  foe 
the  more  effectual  defence  of  the  Northwest- 
ern frontier,"  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  KiLBODRN,  Mr.  McKeb,  Mr.  Cijtbbbrt, 
Mr.  Henderson,  Mr*  Wilcox,  Mr.  Kehnedt, 
and  Mr.  Parkbr,  were  appointed  the  eommittee. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '^  for  the  relief  of 
John  C  Hurlburt,  of  Chatham,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,''  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Yancet,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Benjamin  Wells,  and  others.  The  case 
of  these  persons  is  that  of  persons  who  suffered 
injury  in  their  property  ana  persons  in  the  year 
1794,  and  who  pray  remuneration  therefor.  The 
report  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  recommending  the 
authorizing  of  legal  provision  for  the  adjustment 
of  their  accounts.  The  report  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Beniamin  Wells  and  others ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  bill' to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  an- 
nounced for  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Gabton,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  with  instructions  to  report  an  amend- 
ment  thereto,  authorizing  the  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  (therein  directed  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  sil- 
ver coin,  or  in  public  stock  created  since  the  de- 
claration of  war)  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  coia, 
or  in  any  public  debt  contracted  or  to  be  contract- 
ed, which  shall  at  the  time  of  subscription  bear 
an  accruing  interest  of  six  per  cent. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  Mr. 
Gaston  included  in  his  motion  the  following^ 
further  instruction  to  the  committee:  "And  that 
'  the  said  committee  be  also  instructed  to  extend 
^  the  time  for  opening  subscriptions  at  New  Or- 

*  leans,  Nashville,  Lexington,  and  Chilicothe, 
^  (the  time  fixed  in  the  bill  being  the  third  Mon- 
'  day  in  January)— and  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
^  the  18th  fundamental  rule  as  directs  that  all 

*  specie  payments  during  the  present  war  shall  be 

*  made  at  Philadelphia.'' 

The  motion  for  the  recommitment  gave  rise 
to  a  long  and  animated  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Gaston,  Oakley,  Sheffxt,   Sharp,  McKeBi 
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Kino  of  Massachusetts,  and  Pickbbino,  support- 
ed the  motion ;  and  Messrs.  Inoham,  Hopeins, 
FiBE  of  Vermont,  and  Forbtth,  opposed  it. 

The  debate  turned  principally  on  the  question 
of  the  expediency  of  restricting  the  privilege  of 
subscription  to  the  bank  to  such  stock  of  the 
United  Statesynow  in  existence,  as  has  been  cre- 
ated since  the  war,  and  excluding  all  stock  pre- 
Tiously  existing,  and  which  may  be  hereafter 
created.  Interwoven  with  this  dibcussion.  were 
some  remarks  on  both  sides,  on  the  general  ques- 
tion of  establishing  such  a  bank  as  that  proposed 
by  the  bill,  and  particularly  on  the  celerity  with 
which  the  minority  alleged  it  had  been  pushed 
through  the  House. 

The  recommitment  was  also  advocated  by 
one  or  two  getftlemen  friendly  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  on  other  grounds  than  that  above  slated ; 
the  principal  of  which  was,  a  desire  to  extend  the 
time  for  opening  the  subscriptions  at  distant 
pUces,  for  which  it  was  argued  that  much  too 
abort  a  lime  was  now  allowed  by  the  bill. 

The  question,  on  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays^for  recommit- 
ment 79,  against  it  76,  as  follows : 

TBAS—Messrs.  Bsrd,  Baylies  of  Massschnsetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigdow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbwy, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Ck>pton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Cnlpmr,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Desha, 
£ly,  Evans,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Gour- 
din.  Halo,  Harris,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hni- 
bert,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Mosel^,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rob- 
ertson, Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Sheffisy,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thomp- 
son, Voee,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  WUcoz,  Wilson  of 
Massachnsetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Chappel,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Con- 
aid,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davb  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Denoyelles,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Pindley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholion,  Griffin,  Hasbrouck,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kemhaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  MuiDree, 
l^elson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Sea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Sage,  Sevien  Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 
iiylvania.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Udree,  WilUams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
stnd  Yancey. 

Thursday,  December  29. 
Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  religious  society  of  friends 
(ftuakers)  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Dela- 
ware, and  parts  adjacent,  praying  that  meml>ers 
of  their  society  may  be  exempt  from  military  duty, 
and  that  the  National  Legislature  will  consent, 


by  a  solemn  act,  to  the  rights  of  conscience.—^ 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs* 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laving  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and  mer« 
chandise,  manufactured  within  the  United  States," 
with  amendments.  The  Senate  have  also  passed 
a  bill  "  to  provide  for  leasing  certain  lands  re- 
served for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory ;"  in  which  amendments  and  bill 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The 
Senate  have  also  resolved  that  a  committee  of 
three  members  be  appointed,  who^  jointly  with 
such  committee  as  the  House  of  Representatirea 
may  appoint,  shall  be  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  binding, 
for  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  permanent  rules  for  regu- 
lating and  conducting  the  printing  and  binding, 
and  lor  the  supply  of  stationery  for  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives;  and  Mr.  Daqobtt, 
Mr.  FaoMBNTiN,  and  Mr.  Morrow,  have  been  ap- 
pointed the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  for 
amendment  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  reported  three  amendmento 
thereto,  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  of  the 
House. 

The  first  amendment  proposes  to  substitute  the 
second  Monday  in  February  for  the  third  Mon- 
day in  January,  as  the  day  on  which  the  books 
of  subscription  to  the  bank  shall  be  opened.— 
Agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  proposes  to  strike  out 
so  much  of  the  bill  as  describes  the  (war)  stock 
which  shall  be  subscribabie  to  the  bank,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  any  public  debt  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  contracted,  or  to  be  contracted,  which 
at  the  time  of  payment  shall  bear  an  accruing  in* 
terest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum." 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Gaston  and  Mr. 
Oakley,  expressive  of  a  hope  that  this  amend* 
ment  would  pass,  and  from  Mr.  Ingham  and  Mr. 
Desha  to  the  contrary,  the  question  on  this 
amendment  was  decided  without  debate— For 
the  amendment  72,  against  it  73,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Msssacbnsetts^  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brecken- 
ridge^  Brigham,  Calhoun,  Champlony  Cilley,  Clark^ 
Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  CiUpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Hale, 
Henderson,  Howell,  Humphreys,  H albert,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts^ 
Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Keed,  Rich,  Ruggles, 
Schureman,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Stttzges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward  of  Maasa- 
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duuette,  Waid  of  Nmw  Jflmy»  Wetetar,  Whestm, 
White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  MaMulioiotto,  and  Wiator. 
Nats — Mcmi*.  Alezaador,  Alfton,  Aadoraott,  Ar- 
chor,  Avery,  Bird,  Beraett.  Binee,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clendenin,  Com«- 
atock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creignton,  Cnthbert,  Dana, 
Davia  of  Pennaylvania,  Denoyellea,  Deaha,  Davall, 
Etuis,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forney,  Foraytb,  Franklin,  Gholaon,  Grif- 
fin, Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hublwrd,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilboum,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean, 
Mooie,  Muriree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pleasanta,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tenneasee, 
Kinggold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Snnth  of  VtigiiBia,  Strong,  Tannefaill,  Taylor,  Troup, 
Udroe,  WilhuBSy  ^laon  of  Pennsylvaaia,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  aceept  this  amend- 
ment. 

The  other  amendment  proposes  to  strike  out 
that  part  of  one  of  the  fundamental  rules  which 
restricts  the  payment  of  the  notes  in  specie  to  such 
as  are  presented  at  the  principal  bank. 

The  adoption  of  this  amendment  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Forstth,  Mr.  Ikohah,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  and  others,  on  the  ground,  generally, 
that  the  pfoviaion  would  not  in  fact  be  effectual, 
because  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  bank, 
BOtwitbstandins^  such  provision,  to  issue  notes 
payable  at  the  principal  bank ;  but,  if  it  would  be 
operative,  its  effect  would  be  iujarious  in  the 
highest  degree,  inasmuch  as  it  would,  in  a  very 
few  days  after  the  bank  eommenced  operation, 
oompel  it  to  cease  payment  in  specie,  owing  to  its 
liability  to  pay  it  at  so  many  points,  and  thesreat 
demand  for  specie  now  existing,  and  likely  to 
continue  during  the  war,  to  the  end  of  which  this 
proposition  was  limited. 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Sharp, 
and  Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  and  others,  on 
the  ground,  principally,  that  it  would  be  infinitely 
better  that  the  notes  should  bear  on  their  face 
their  actual  Talue  and  place  of  payment,  than 
that  they  should  purport  to  be  payable  at  places 
at  which  in  fact  they  would  not  be  payable  in 
specie.  If  made  payable  at  Philadelphia  only, 
the  persons  receiving  the  paper  would  know  its 
real  value,  and  not  under  a  deceptive  aspect  of 
being  payable  at  any  of  the  branches,  whepe  in 
fact  no  payment  in  specie  warn  to  be  made,  ftc. 
It  was  also  objected  to  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands, 
that  it  would  drain  all  the  specie  in  the  country 
to  accumulate  it  at  Philadelpbia. 

The  fuantaoA  on  the  anmdilient  resulted  by 
7«Hia«d  naytar^^BVir  th»  Bmmttmisnt  7%  ^ehmi 
iV'SiSi  as  MIowa: 

Ti^As— Meaara.  Bard,  Baylies  of  Mkasaehuaatti,  Bay- 
hv  of  Virsinia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbwyv 
Birad}ey»  Breekenridge,  Bv^yiiani,  BnUer,  Caperton, 
Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Crawii^  Cnlpeper,  Davenport^  Davis  of  Massachn-* 
aetts,  Desha,  Earle,  Bly,  Parrow,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Ohuqpw,  Hale,  Hall,  Henderson,  Howell,  Humphroys, 
Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Maasachnaetls, 
liOYctt,  Lowndes,  Maritell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moseley, 
Oakley,  Peasson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
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Sherwood,  fihipheid,  Sbymakei^  Smith  of  New  Yodi, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanfoid,  Stockton,  Stiiaxt,8tai«e% 
Taggart,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward  of  Maaaachusetta, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wil- 
cox, and  Wilson  of  Maasachuaetta. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ai^ 
cher,  Avery,  Bamett,  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon* 
Chappell,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conaid,  Creightoo, 
Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyellea, 
Dnvall,  Evans,  Findley,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghobon,  Goordin,  Griffin,  Harris^ 
HasbroQck,  Hawea,  Hawkins,  Hcmkins  of  Kentucky^ 
Hnbbard,  IngeraoU,  Ingham,  Irvmg,  Irwin,  Kent  oT 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kerahaw,  Kilboam,  King  of  Nortfi 
Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lyle^  Macon,  McCoy,  McLean, 
Monlgomery,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelaon,  Newton,  Orms- 
by, Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Baa  of  Pennsylvaiiia, 
Rhea  of  Teoneaase,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Rabertson,  Saga, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strang,  Taa^ 
nehill,  Taylor,  Tellair,  Troup,  Udrae,  WiUiama,  Wal* 
son  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  SpBAKsadeeided^it  in  the  affirmative  by 
his  casting  vote. 

Mr.  Farrow  then  moved  to  amend  (he  bill  by 
striking  out  so  much  as  describes  the  stock  to  ba 
subscribabla,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  a  pro- 
vision limiiting  the  privilege  of  suhscriptioa  ia 
the  stock  of  the  ba»h  to  soch  pohyc  debt  ■»  aball 
be  hereafter  contfacied. 

On  this  motion,  Mv.  Farrow  addicsead  tlw 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  Tou  have  rejected  the  old  revolv- 
tlonary  war  stooli,  and  on  every  principle  of  either 
oonaistency,  policy,  or  honesty,  you  new  ought  to 
exclude  the  present  vrar  stock.  You  state  that 
the  stock  that  you  have  excluded  was  purchased 
up  from  the  soldiery,  who  rendered  the  service  at 
the  rate  of  eight  or  ten  dollars  for  one,  and  there- 
fore the  present  holders  have  no  equitable  claim 
to  come  into  the  bank  with  their  siocL  The 
speculation  on  your  soldiers  was  dishoneat  and 
dishonorable,  indeed;  and,  what  rendered  k  a 
little  more  infamous  than  ordioary^  it  extended 
from  your  Congress  Hall.  Yes^  sir,  some  of  jma 
hoaojwble  membets  of  that  day  were  iaepky  €•? 
gaged  in  it;  they  had  their  agenla  oat  ponheaiqg 
up  the  tndenta,  the  soldier's  okiax;  um^  at  aoea 
as  they  pRTc^ased  ail  that  tibey  cnmld  get^  tfaev 
then  TOted  for  the  ekuau  te  be  fondedi  vrhieli 
raised  the  stock  imme^a«ely  above  par.  Let  oe 
now  leave  Ms  dtsgraoefol  tiansaelioii)  after  fw- 
minding  vou  that  k  is  a  debt  that  fovk  just^owe* 
And  I  will  ftiHher  remind  you,  thai  some  of  this 
stock  is  at  this  moment  in  the  hands  of  those  vriio 
fought  your  battles,  and  wear  the  scars  ef  their 
bravery ;  some  of  it  is  in  the  hands  ef  the  widow, 
whose  husband  fell  in  your  battle;  some  of  it  is 
held  by  the  minor  as  a  legacy  from  the  ancestor. 
Those  are  the  persons,  among  others,  that  you 
have  shut  the  door  of  your  bank  against;  with 
their  demands,  they  cannot  purchase  the  stock  of 
your  bank. 

If  you  will  now  indulge  me,  I  will  examine 
what  equitable  claim  those  creditors  have  for 
whom  alone  you  are  about  to  esUblish  this  great 
institution.    I  believe  them  to  be  honest  and  hon- 
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omble  meD.  They  ha^e  acted  so  with  yon.  Yon 
wanted  their  oioBey ;  they  had  a  risht  to  make 
the  beat  bargain  that  they  conid  obtarn.  They 
offered  yon  eighty  dollars  for  a  hundred  dollars 
of  yoor  stock ;  you  took  it.  You  stated  to  them 
the  terms  of  payment,  and  the  security  that  ron 
would  gire  them;  they  accented  of  it.  They 
have  acted  faithful  (to  themselves)  over  a  few; 
yon  are  now  about  to  gire  them  a  bank,  which 
will  make  them  rulers  over  many.  With  this 
bank,  I  fear  they  will  be  able  to  govern  the  nation 
in  their  own  way.  Those  creditors  are  entitled 
to  strict  justice  from  you,  and  nothinff  more.  The 
true  policy  would  be  to  reject  this  class  of  credi- 
tors as  you  have  the  other  class  who  holds  the 
old  war  stock,  and  only  admit  the  stock  of  such 
debts  as  will  aocrae  on  subsequent  loans.  By  this 
course,  yoo  can  make  your  loans  on  better  terms; 
jTOQ  can  obtain  money  at  six  per  cent.  In  this 
way  the  advantage  of  the  bank  will  be  to  the 
Qovernment,  in  |»ace  of  going  to  a  few  individ- 
uals who  yoo  are  nnder  no  obligations  to  but  to 
comply  with  the  contract  as  made  between  you. 
I  do  insist  that  you  ought  to  pot  all  of  your  cred- 
itors on  tha  same  footing ;  either  admit  chem  all 
to  come  in,  or  keep  them  all  out.  I  call  on  every 
honorable  member,  individually,  to  think  for  him- 
self on  the  subieet  of  this  amendment.  A  man 
making  himself  acquainted  with  facts,  and  delrb- 
arately  makinp^  up  an  opinion,  will  nine  times  out 
often  determine  on  correct  principles;  but  when 
he  the ows  himself,  soul  and  body,  upon  a  party, 
ha  will  nine  times  out  of  tea  decide  wrong,  for  it 
is  hot  seldom  that  correct  nrineiples  will  answer 
rmtf  purposes.  I  do  not  know  that  the  source 
mm  whence  this  pkn  came  has  been  actuated 
ftom  any  bot  pure  motives.  I  do  not  know  who 
those  etockholdws  are,  nor  where  they  are ;  but 
this  I  do  know,  that  a  more  profitable  project 
oonld  not  be  ptanned,  either  by  themselves  or  any 
ether  person  in  their  favor,  than  what  tha  bill  on 
yoor  table  contemplates. 

The  principies  of  banking  I  am  not  acquainted 
Wiitb ;  aad  I  find  that  this  Hall  is  not  a  place  to 
acquire  any  knowledge  on  the  subject,  for  those 
who  understand  it  best  diffisr  the  most.  I  am  in 
iavor  of  a  National  Bank  either  in  a  time  of  peace 
or  war.  And  if  the  bill  before  yon  caanot  be  al- 
tered for  the  better,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  still  not 
eertaio  bat  what  I  will  vote  for  it.  I  am  sot 
afraid  that  it  will  be  altered  for  the  worse.  If  I 
da  vote  for  the  biU  in  its  present  shape,  I  shall  do 
so  under  the  influence  of  a  hope  that  rt  ie  pos^ibte 
it  will  afibrd  some  little  relief  to  the  Qovemmeat. 
If  yoo  adopt  the  amendment  that  I  have  proposed, 
it  will  not  then  be  such  a  bill  as  I  would  wish  to 
see  pass.  I  want  the  capital  redoced ;  the  specie 
oapital  raised ;  the  sam  to  be  loaned  ro  the  GoV'^ 
emment  reduced ;  and  that  the  bank  should  be 
compelled  to  pay  specie  for  their  bills  whenever 
demanded.  I  want  such  a  bank  as  will  wear,  at 
least,  the  complexion  of  a  commercial  bank  on 
hankjuflr  principles. 

Mr.  iNOBaa  aad  Mr.  Forsyth  opposed  and 
Mr.  Oastom  and  Mr.  Oaklet  supported  the  mo- 


Mr.  PoTTBR,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  he  wished 
the  motion  to  prevail,  which  would  give  the  ben- 
efit of  the  bank  to  tne  nation,  instead  of  a  few 
individuals.  He  said,  if  this  was  a  question  of 
ordinary  legislation,  that  could  be  modified  or 
repealed  whenever  it  should  be  thought  expedient 
by  a  future  Congress,  he  would  have  been  satis- 
fied with  giving  a  silent  vote,  that  its  fViends 
might  find  out,  from  experience,  what  its  oppo- 
sers  had  predicted.  Bot  when  ne  considered  if 
this  charter,  in  its  present  form,  was  granted,  that 
it  was  out  «f  the  reach  of  the  legislature  for 
twenty  years,  and  was  granting  an  exclusive 
right  to  a  particular  description  of  creditors,  to 
make  paper  money  for  the  same  time,  almost 
without  restrstnt  in  amount,  and  entirely  with- 
out responability,  he  conld  not  kt  it  pass  with'* 
out  entering  his  protest  against  it. 

He  said  he  would  not  vote  for  such  a  charter, 
under  any  Administration,  at  any  time,  or  under 
any  circumstances ;  but  if  this  most  be  granted, 
he  wished  the  capital,  as  fiir  as  it  was  to  coosist 
of  paper,  to  be  made  of  new  stock  and  Treasury 
notes,  which  would  be  <^  some  benefit  to  the  na- 
tion. He  said  moch  time  had  been  consumed, 
the  preceding  as  well  as  on  the  present  day,  in 
draeussing  aad  comparing  the  merits  snd  ten'det 
mercies  of  the  specalators,  who  purchased  up  the 
debt  of  the  Revolotion,  with  these  who  hold  the 
present  war  stock.  He  said  he  believed,  if  one 
description  of  them  had  saeceeded  better  than 
the  orner  in  their  speoolations,  it  was  more  owing 
to  their  skill  and  opportunity  than  to  any  other 
cause ;  their  disposition  to  make  the  most  of  their 
money  was  the  same. 

The  geatleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Itti»> 
BAM,)  being  himself  in  fhvor  of  war-stock,  thinks 
it  strange  that  any  other  person  should  wish  to 
Include  all  the  present  and  future  stock,  potting 
all  the  present  creditotd  upon  a  par,  and  giving 
the  nation  the  advantage  in  the  sale  of  futore 
stock,  and  says  that  the  minority  discouraged  the 
loans  for  the  purposes  of  the  war,  and  predicted 
the  late  of  those  who  should  loan  their  money  to 
the  Government  for  that  purpose,  and  now  wished 
to  see  their  predictions  venfied.  This,  he  said, 
was  the  reason  of  its  depreciation. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  very  easy  to  make  those 
general  charges  against  a  party,  even  when  they 
were  without  foundation;  but,  he  said,  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  a  minority  to  injure  the  credit 
of  the  Government,  if  they  did  their  duty  in  ful- 
filling their  engagements;  but  this  they  had  not 
done.  They  had  not  provided  ways  and  means 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  Government;  they 
had  iKit  collected  from  the  people,  in  direct  and 
internal  taxes,  since  the  war,  but  about  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Having  neglected  to  provide 
ways  and  means  to  pay  the  interest,  the  principal 
must  depreciate.  Their  political  friends  in  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  had  been  the  first  to  ltt«- 
jure,  and  eventually  to  destroy  the  credit  of  bank 
paper ;  their  friends  in  Boston  the  first  to  refuse 
to  pay  the  draft  of  the  Government  with  futids 
in  their  hands. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  public  stock 
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was  at  par,  and  the  interest  panctaally  paid ;  bank 
pper  was  in  good  credit  generaDf  ontil  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  New  York,  maliciouslir  and 
without  any  justifiable  cause,  seized  and  stopped 
a  large  sum  of  money  belonging  to  the  banks  in 
Boston,  under  pretence  that  it  was  about  to  be 
sent  out  of  the  country  to  the  enemy,  when  he 
must  have  known  belter,  as  bills  could  have  then 
been  bought  in  New  York  for  twenty  per  cent* 
discount;  but  as  he  was  in  office,  and,  as  be  un- 
derstood, a  director  of  the  bank  from  whence 
some  of  this  money  was  taken,  he  must  exercise 
bis  power  to  discourase  similar  applications. 
This  was  the  first  check  to  the  credit  of  bank 
paper.  The  next  shock  it  received  was  in  Penn- 
sylvania, which  eventually  compelled  the  banks 
in  that  State  and  New  York  to  stop  payment. 
The  Qovernraent  of  the  United  States  being  in 
great  want  of  money  to  help  to  prosecute  this 
war,  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  were  induced  to 
loan  them  large  sums  in  their  bills,  which  were 
put  in  general  circulation.  The  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  knowing  the  situation  of  those 
banks,  and  professing  great  friendship  for  the 
present  Administration,  after  having  sent  in  the 
annual  pledges  of  life,  fortune,  and  honor,  to  aid 
them  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  granted  forty 
bank  charters,  interesting  a  great  portion  of  her 
citizens,  in  every  part  ofthe  State,  in  them,  who 
set  about  collecting  the  bills  of  those  banks  who 
bad  loaned  their  money  to  the  Government,  in 
order  to  get  specie  for  the  vaults  of  the  new 
banks,  in  such  sums  that  they  were  unable  to 
meet  all  their  bills,  and  immediately  stopped  pav- 
ment.  In  this  situation  the  directors  of  the  banks 
bad  a  meeting,  and  being  desirous  of  being  on 
good  terms  at  the  Treasury  ofthe  United  States, 
and  not  willing  to  offend  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  whom  they  depended  for  the  renewal 
of  their  charters,  instead  of  acknowledging  that 
the^  had  been  imprudent  in  loaning  so  much  of 
their  money,  or  charging  their  misfortunes  to  the 
State,  for  granting  so  many  bank  charters  at  such 
a  time,  and  being  desirous  of  assigning  some 
plausible  reason  to  the  public  for  the  course  they 
were  about  to  pursue,  in  refusing  to  pay  specie 
for  their  bills — in  this  situation,  prevailed  upon 
themselves  to  believe  it  to  be  patriotic  to  stop 
payment,  pretending  that  the  money  was  going 
out  of  the  country,  and  stopped  accordingly. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  next  call  their  attention 
to  their  pretended  friends  in  Boston.  At  this 
place,  the  Government  owed  about  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  for  interest  on  its  debt,  and, 
in:  order  to  pay  it,  had  placed  in  the  State  Bank 
in  Boston,  (owned  and  managed  exclusively  by 
the  friends  of  Administration,)  about  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  which  the  bank  had  received  as 
a  general  deposile.  The  bank  refused  to  pay,  and 
the  Government  draft  was  dishonored,  under  a 
pretence  that  the  deposite  consisted  of  Treasury 
notes,  and  that,  at  some  future  day,  the  Govern- 
ment would  owe  them.  If  they  had  taken  those 
notes  in  special  deposite,  they  would  have  been 
accountable  for  those  notes  only;  but  as  they  had 
given  credit  for  them  generally,  and  had  been 


benefitted  by  the  interest,  they  eoald  have  no  ex- 
cuse for  not  paying  the  money,  the  more  espe- 
cially, as  he  had  bwn  credibly  informed  that  the 
banlu  in  Boston,  in  order  to  sustain  the  credit  of 
the  Government^  and  bank  paper  generally,  and 
to  enable  this  bank  to  fulfill  its  engagements, 
offered  to  loan  them  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  refused.  From  this  bank,  he 
said,  the  Government  had  a  right  to  expect  better 
things,  as  he  had  frequently  heard  it  observed, 
that,  in  case  of  war,  the  Government  might  rea- 
sonably expect  a  loan  from  its  president  alone  of 
two  millions  of  dollars,  to  aid  them  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  present  war. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  could  trace  the  same  system  of 
depreciating  the  credit  of  the  Government  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  in  this  city,  in  respect  to 
Treasury  notes.  He  said,  while  we  bad  been  en- 
deavoring to  hire  money,  making  great  sacrifices 
to  pay  those  notes,  he  bad  understood  they  could 
not  be  received  in  taxes,  unless  the  individual, 
paying  his  ux,  had  a  note  of  about  the  same  sum; 
that  he  could  not  pay  his  neighbor's  taxes  and 
his  own  to  the  amount  of  his  note,  and  there  were 
none  issued  in  less  sums  than  twenty  dollars. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  aware  that  it  would  be  said 
of  the  minority,  on  this  question,  as  it  had  been 
on  many  others,  that  they  opposed  everything, 
either  in  principle  or  detail.  Be  it  so.  They 
never  were  consulted  on  any  snbjeet;  they  had 
no  opportunity  to  originate  any  measure;  nor 
had  thef  even  a  choice  of  evils ;  and  whenever 
any  project  of  the  majority  failed,  and  did  not 
answer  their  expectations,  its  failure  is  generally 
charged  to  the  minority.  He  said  he  would  ask 
the  majority  to  review  their  own  conduct,  going 
no  further  back  than  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session,  and  see  if  they  bad  any  reason  to 
believe  that  we  should  be  in  any  better  eonditioa 
respecting  our  finances  than  we  are.  We  were 
then  together  about  &ve  months.  Knowing  the 
nakedness  of  the  Treasury,  and  4he  exposed  and 
defenceless  situation  of  the  country,  and  that  we 
were  contracting  immense  debts,  and  that  oar 
expenses  were  enormous ;  knowing  all  this,  they 
did  not  devise  ways  and  means,  by  taxes,  to  eec 
money  to  pay  their  own  expenses;  and,  after  talk* 
ing  about  a  land  and  whiskey  tax,  separated  with- 
out laying  either,  satisfying  themselves  with  the 
repeal  of  the  non-importation  law,  thus  bumbling 
ourselves  to  Great  Britain  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  bjr  giving  up  a  system  that  had  done  us 
much  injury,  (put  on  to  coerce  them,)  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  their  goods  into  this  country  ;. 
not  because  we  wanted  them,  but  because  we 
wanted  to  derive  a  revenue  from  them  in  an  in- 
direct way,  rather  than  disturb  the  people  with 
taxes— thus  giving  the  English  an  opportunity  to 
fill  our  country  with  their  merchandise,  to  the 
relief  of  their  manufactories  and  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  own,  while  they  drew  the  specie  out 
of  the  country  in  payment  for  them ;  and  this  we 
did  merely  for  the  privilege  of  collecting  a  duty 
upon  them  from  our  own  people.  Bot  the  Ett|^* 
lish,  seeingrour  situation,  and  seeing  that  this 
was  a  revenue  more  than  a  commercial  project^ 
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they  immediately  exteoded  their  bloclude,  and 
turned  our  favorite  system  of  coercion  upon  our- 
selves, by  way  of  chastisement,  having  it  in  her 
power  to  let  vessels  under  neutral  flags  pass  in 
and  out  of  such  ports  as  she  pleases. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  the  ^reat  and  weighty  matters 
that  induced  the  President  to  call  Cooj;ress  to 
meet  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  to  which  they 
stood  adjourned,  was  nothing  more  than  to  pro- 
Tide  against  the  defalcation  in  the  revenue  ex- 
pected m  consequepce  of  the  repeal  of  the  non- 
importation  law.  He  said  he  supposed  Congress, 
having  seen  where  they  had  neglected  to  pro- 
ride  ways  and  means,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  country,  the  last  session,  would  have  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  have  laid  a  land  and  whis- 
key tax  as  high  as  was  prudent,  and  to  have  ex- 
tended the  stamp  tax  as  far  as  was  practicable, 
without  taxing  all  the  manufactories  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  every  article  used  by  the  poor. 
This,  he  said,  would  have  done  much  to  revive 
public  credit.  Mr.  P.  said,  if  they  had  then  is- 
sned  Treasury  notes,  in  small  sums,  bearing  an 
interest  of  six  per  cent.,  with  the  privilege  of 
funding  them  at  eight  per  cent,  in  sums  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  made  them  receivable  for 
all  taxes  and  debts  due  to  the  Government  j  if 
the  friends  of  the  Administration  and  the  war, 
who  are  by  far  more  numerous  and  wealthy  than 
the  people  of  the  United  States  who  achieved  the 
independence  of  this  country,  had  returned  home, 
and  instead  of  finding  fault,  and  laying  all  the 
misfortunes  of  the  country,  occasioned  by  their 
own  mismanagement,  to  the  minority,  (who  have 
no  power  to  do  anything,  and  are  never  noticed 
but  to  be  reviled,  and  never  called  upon  but  to 
auffer  or  to  pa^  their  money,)  and  if  they  had 
shown  them  faith  by  their  works,  and  taken  up 
those  notes  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  per  cent. 
on  their  capital,  and  funded  them,  it  would  have 
shown  to  the  people  generally,  that  they  had  con- 
fidence in  one  another,  and  in  the  Government. 
Thereby  they  would  have  induced  others  to  have 
done  the  same  thing.  Many  people  of  the  United 
States,  who  would  be  able  and  willing  to  take  up 
these  notes  to  the  amount  of  many  thousand  dol- 
lars and  fund  them,  were  notable  to  loan  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  the  least  sum  that  could  be 
subscribed  to  the  loan,  and  who  would  not  be 
concerned  with  speculators  to  make  up  that  sum. 
Thus  the  demand  for  those  notes,  for  funding  and 
for  paying  debts  and  taxes,  would  have  been  very 
great,  and  would  have  created  a  general  demand 
for  them.  These  notes  would  then  have  relieved 
the  Government,  and  answered  a  tolerable  pur- 
pose as  a  currency,  at  any  rate  much  better  than 
the  bills  of  the  contemplated  bank. 

Mr.  P.  said  this  coarse  would  have  been  very 
simple  and  easy ;  would  have  answered  a  good 
purpose  for  the  Government  and  people,  and 
wonld  neither  injure  other  institutions,  nor  fur- 
nish an  object  for  speculation. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  this  amendment  brought  up 
the  question  fairly  between  the  present  war  stock 
and  future  stock,  and  Treasury  notes.  He  said 
he  thought  that  new  stock  and  Treasury  notes 


would  make  much  the  best  stock  for  a  bank,  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  F.  said,  if  this  bank  was  to  be  made  for 
the  exclusive  benefit  of  speculators  in  war  stock, 
it  ought  to  remain  as  it  was ;  but  if  it  was  for 
the  benefit  of  the  nation,  the  amendment  ought 
to  prevail.  He  said,  it  would  seem  from  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  chair- 
man of  a  committee,  to  whom  the  business  was 
referred,  that  he  is  in  favor  of  a  war  stock  exclu- 
sively ;  but,  when  he  attempts  to  assign  his  rea* 
sons  for  his  judgment,  it  would  seem  that  he  bad 
mistaken  his  side.  Upon  being  asked  if  Treasury 
notes,  to  a  considerable  amount,  could  be  got  into 
circulation,  his  answer  is  in  the  negative,  and  he 
assigns  for  reason,  that  they  will  be  bought  up  at 
the  offices,  and,  by  that  means,  prevented  from 
going  into  circulation.  Admit  it  to  be  so,  if  the 
Government  gets  the  monejr  for  them,  it  serves 
to  establish  their  credit,  and  if  they  are  absorbed 
in  the  stock  of  this  bank,  it  creates  a  demand  for 
more  of  them,  that  will  get  into  circulation  in 
aid  of  the  Government. 

But,  Mr.  P.  said,  that  a  war-stock  bank  that 
could  issue  as  much  paper  almost  as  they  pleased, 
without  being  under  any  obligations  to  pay  their 
bills,  seemed  to  be  a  nne  qua  non  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  P.  said,  whenever 
he  thought  of  this  bank,  the  names  of  certain 
speculators  came  into  his  mind  at  the  same  time, 
and  when  he  asked  why  this  bank  was  made  ex- 
clusively for  their  benefit,  without  consulting  the 
interest  of  the  nation,  or  other  stockholders,  he 
was  told  that  those  who  had  loaned  theii  money 
to  Government  to  prosecute  this  war,  were  pa- 
triots, and  ought  to  be  preferred  to  other  credit- 
ors. He  said  he  should  be  glad  to  know  what 
further  claim  those  patriots  have  upon  the  Gov 
ernment  whone  creait  they  had  depressed  and 
taken  advantage  of.  They  took  from  us  a  war 
premium  for  a  war  risk.  We  owe  them  nothing; . 
we  never  promised  them  a  bank.  They  would 
not  have  returned  any  part  of  their  exorbitant 
premium  if  the  war  had  ceased. 

In  England,  Mr.  P.  said,  a  public  creditor  does 
all  he  can  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  nation  and 
its  stocks,  and,  in  doing  this,  he  keeps  up  the  value 
of  his  own  stocks;  but,  in  this  country,  it  seems 
to  be  quite  the  reverse ;  it  seems  that  our  stock- 
jobbers and  patriots,  after  making  the  best  terms 
they  could  with  our  Treasurv  Department,  in- 
duced them  to  agree,  if  they  should  be  in  greater 
distress,  before  they  should  procure  all  the  money 
they  wanted  to  hire,  and  any  other  person  should 
take  a  greater  advantage  of  them  than  they  had, 
that  they  should  make  them  an  allowance  to 
make  up  the  difference,  by  which  means  those 
who  first  loaned  their  money,  instead  of  having 
an  interest  in  supporting  the  credit  of  the  stocks, 
had  an  interest  in  depressing  them.  And  he  said 
be  had  understood  that  some  of  them  had  begun 
so  soon  to  depreciate  the  price  of  stock  in  the 
market,  to  compel  the  Gkivernment  to  hire  on  less 
advantageous  terms,  and  had  done  it  so  effectually, 
that  they  were  unable  to  fulfil  their  own  eontraeta, 
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Mr>  P»  9^H  i^  v«s  opposed  to  this  bank  ia  its 
prasoflit  form,  because  the  Ooreromeat  leods  its 
aid  to  ioduce  the  people  to  take  its  bills,  witboiit 
keeomiag  themselves  respoosible  for  tkem,  or 
witboot  makioff  any  provision  in  the  charter,  to 
^eompel  the  baak  to  pay  either  priocipal  or  ioter* 
eel,  or  ereo  to  compel  them  to  assign  over  the 
efock  of  the  bank,  if  they  woald  Uke  it,  ob  which 
they  are  receiving  aa  interest  from  the  Govern* 
fMot,  and  because  ito  capital  is  to  be  made  of 
depreciated  sioek,  and,  he  feared,  managed  by 
men  in  desperate  circumstances  and  depreciated 
oradit,  who  will  have  ail  the  benefit  of  the  baak, 
and  the  nation  derive  no  advantages  eventually 
Hom  it.    He  said  the  people  would  be  taxed  to 

Cy  six  per  cent,  interest  &r  ail  the  bills  of  this 
nk  that  the  Qoveroment  may  hire  of  them, 
and  when  they  shall  have  received  them,  having 
•old  their  propertv  or  rendered  services  for  them, 
they  can  cet  neither  principal  aor  interest,  they 
theiefore  loan  six  per  cent,  more  by  holding 
them,  besides  the  depreciation  of  them  in  their 
liand& 

Mr.  P.  said,  as  soon  as  there  should  be  paid  into 
this  bank  about  tw^ve  millions  of  war  stock,  and 
SMsething  over  one  mtllioa  of  specie,  it  was  to 
f»  into  operation,  and  was  obli^ted  to  loan  to 
the  GoTemment  thirty  millions  la  its  biUs.  He 
said  sneh  an  amouat  of  paper,  of  such  a  bank, 
pot  into  eirottlfttion,  if  it  should  be  •poesible,  in 
piUition  to  the  present  depreciated  stock-bank 
paper,  would  effiectoally  destroy  the  credit  of  the 
whde  P>P«t  system,  and  stop  its  circulation. 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  would  appear  from  what  had 
been  said  by  the  friends  or  this  bill,  that  almost 
eirerythiog  was  to  be  expected  from  it;  that  it 
waa  to  be  a  remedy  for  4II  the  difficulties  under 
wrhieh  we  labor;  that  it  would  infuse  new  life 
aod  vigor  into  the  body  politic.  lu  bills  would 
ftncwer  as  a  cireulatii^  medium,  revive  the  pub- 
Ue  credit,  relieve  the  Government  from  its  pros* 
ent  embarrassments,  and  support  the  credit  of 
baak  ptper  generally.  He  said  if  he  might  be 
pttmittfid  to  compare  small  things  with  great, 
when  the  reasons  were  the  same,  he  should  as 
80on  expect  a  merchant  who  owned  a  iarse 
quantity  of  flour  at  Alexandria,  that  he  coold 
hardly  sell  at  any  price,  owing  to  the  quantity  in 
market  beyond  the  demand  for  it,  to  go  to  Balti- 
more and  bay  a  quantity  in  the  same  situation, 
and  take  it  to  Alexandria  in  order  to  raise  the 
price,  and  create  a  demand  for  that  already  there, 
as  to  attempt  to  raise  the  credit,  and  create  a  de- 
mand for  bank  paper  already  depreciated  by  the 
quantity  in  circulation,  by  increasing  thequantity 
tenfold,  and  of  an  inferior  quality. 

Mr.  r.  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  bank,  be- 
oause  a  better  substitute  may  be  furnished  for  a 
circulating  medium  in  Treasury  notes,  more  hon- 
orable to  the  Government,  and  more  safe  to  this 
people,  as  there  was  00  person,  he  believed,  but 
what  would  rather  have  a  Treasury  note  on  in- 
terest, having  the  faith  of  theGovernment  pledged 
with  the  taxes,  all  the  real  and  personal  property 
of  the  United  States  for  their  payment,  than  the 
bilk  of  such  a  bank,  having  no  fooadbtion.—- 


Without  the  aid  of  Govemaaent  ta  making  ihcm 
receivable  for  debto  and  taxes  due  them,  thef 
would,  he  believed,  hardly  pass  for  enough  10  pay 
for  their  printing. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  heard  much  about  the  ersdit 
of  bank  paper,  and  it  would  seem  that  many 
thought  there  was  a  kind  of  magic  in  it;  but  be 
said  that  as  soon  as  some  of  the  banks  refused  U) 
pay  specie  for  their  bills,  and  it  was  known  that 
they  were  not  the  honest  representatives  of  spe- 
cie, they  soon  lost  all  their  charms.  And  that 
they  were  now  distrusted  and  suspected  by  all 
classes,  no  person  could  deny ;  until  the  i efossd 
of  those  banks  they  had  a  general  credit,  and  the 
public  had  confidence  in  them,  and  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  all  banks  and  all  persons  interested  in 
them  to  keep  up  tbe  credit  of  baak  paper,  UDtH 
by  the  imprudence  of  some  of  tham  all  became 
suspected,  maay  lost  their  credit,  and  some  nearly 
ruined. 

Mr.  P.  said  much  had  been  said  about  the  bank 
capital  in  this  country,  it  was  now  said  we  had 
one  hundred  millions,  and  he  supposed  as  soon  as 
this  charter  should  be  granted,  we  should  have 
fifty  millions  more,  when  no  person  he  believed 
would  pretend  that  we  bad  more  than  fifteen  mil- 
lions  01  dollars  in  specie  in  the  United  States. 
Mr.  P.  said  this  nominal  bank  capital  consisted 
of  stockholders'  notes,  many  of  whom  have  alwaya 
owed  the  ban  k  the  amount  of  their  stoek,  and  sooaa 
of  them  BBttoh  mere,  and  that  part  aetually  paid 
in  by  those  who  had  money,  and  had  no  use  for 
it,  has  been  loaned  out  by  the  bank;  so  that  all 
this  capital,  at  this  tiaae,  coaeiats  of  debts  doe  to 
the  bank  from  stockholdeia  who  never  cataalated 
to  pay,  and  from  others  who  hare  as  moah  as 
they  can  do  to  pay  the  intenst  oi  their  debto  and 
their  uxes.  Tae  €K>vornment,  therefore,  cannot 
derive  much  aid  from  this  kind  of  oapital. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  now  very  clearly  aseercaioad, 
that  our  wealth  and  strength,  for  the  purposes  <^ 
ofiensive  war,  had  been  very  much  overrated  bf^ 
both  parties.  It  was  said  by  those  in  power,  if  we 
were  unanimous  in  our  measures,  it  would  have 
a  very  great  efiiaot  in  patting  an  tod  to  tbe  war. 
This,  he  said,  would  appear  weH  en  paper,  bot  it 
would  not  add  a  dollar  to  the  wealth  of  the  na- 
tion. It  is  f reqnentiv  said  by  some  of  the  nainor^ 
ity,  that  we  would  do  auich  better  if  we  had  a 
mixed  instead  of  a  party  Admin istration.  Tkis, 
Mr.  P.  said  would  only  increase  our  difficaltiea. 
Tbe  Administration  ought  not  to  admit  a  persoa 
in  the  Opposition  into  the  Cabinet,  and  snch  a  par* 
son  oo^ht  not  to  accept  an  appointment,  if  he  bad 
the  offer  of  it.  Many  suppose  if  we  had  aaantbre 
ohange  of  Administration,  and  had  a  natiouftl, 
instead  of  a  party  war,  all  would  aeon  be  welll 
Mr.  P.,  said  that  such  an  Administration  ha  be- 
lieved could  do  much  to  get  the  nation  out  of  this 
war,  by  making  a  speedy  and  honorable  peaea. 
As  they  had  no  hand  in  making  tbe  war,  they 
would  not  have  to  justify  all  the  meaaares  ttac 
led  to  it ;  but  as  to  prosecuting  the  war  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  country,  he  believed  thav 
would  do  very  liule  better  than  the  present  Aa- 
ministration.    They  would  not  make  ama  or 
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pey ;  tk»  UmIU  ted  be«i  Jn^oMgto  mr  wiprt* 
pared  after  our  revefioe  bad  been  desCfojred,  aDd 
tb€  spirit  of  tbe  iMtioD  broken  dowa,  witheut 
taking  early  meaae  lo  rapply  the  Treaearjr  aad 
support  the  credit  of  tbe  oation,  wbicb  was  now 
too  far  gone  to  -be  f eTived,  by  tli^  paper  of  sach  a 
baak  as  the  oae  proposed. 

Mr.  P.  said,  as  the  House  were  Terr  aoiioas  to 
decide  this  question,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Hopkins)  had  said  the  subject 
was  perfectly  wetl  anders^ood — as  he  knew  but 
little  about  it  bimself,  he  should  give  them  no 
further  trouble,  altboagh,  he  said,  he  considered 
it  a  question  of  rery  great  importance,  as  when 
this  charter  was  granted,  it  would  be  granting  an 
ezcluaive  privilege  to  a  few  people,  for  twenty 
years.  He  therefore  thou|[ht  it  a  question  that 
o«ght  to  be  maturely  considered  and  well  under- 
stood. If  then  we  have  doubts  as  to  the  expedt- 
eaey  of  the  measure,  and  of  its  aneweriog  the  ex- 
pected purpose  in  relieying  the  Gbvernment  from 
Its  present  embarrassments,  he  thought  we  ought 
to  pause  before  we  pass  it.  He  said  if  the  war  lasted 
it  woold  ruin  many,  who  might  take  its  bills,  and 
if  we  had  peace  soon  such  a  bank  with  such  a  capi- 
tal, would  be  a  dangerous  political  machioe.  Its 
»toekbolders  and  its  debtors  would  make  a  nunae- 
rous  and  powerful  combination  witb  those  who 
may  wish  favors.  He  said,  he  believed,  that  such 
u  bank,  evea  in  time  of  peace,  when  it  would  be 
im  the  hands  of  the  real  moneyed  men  of  the  na- 
tion, would  have  muok  iaAuence  in  making  Pre- 
sidents, in  supporting  armies,  a4Eul  in  controlitag 
tbe  future  political  destiniee  of  this  country. 

He  said  it  ought  to  be  with  a  nation,  as  with 
an  individual,  wno  was  surrounded  with  difficul- 
ties on  all  sides;  when  about  to  make  a  great  ef- 
fort to  extricate  himself  (the  failure  of  which 
would  be  likely  to  involve  aim  in  great  diffienl- 
ties,  and  perhaps  ruin)  he  ought  to  be  certain  as 
to  the  correctness  of  the  course  he  was  about  to 
pursue,  that  the  object  in  view  was  attainable, 
with  the  means  he  was  about  to  employ,  aud  that, 
if  successful,  it  would  afford  him  theeiLpected  re- 
lief. If  not,  he  ought  to  reflect,  to  pause,  and  to 
wait  events. 

Theqaestion  oa  Mr.  Fabkow^  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  65,  nays  89,  as 
follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bsyliss  of  Massachuvtli,  Baylj  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowsn,  Boyd,  Bradbaiyy  Brsekea- 
jid|^,  Bxigham,  Butler,  Ci^wrton,  Cbaaipion,  CiUey, 
Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  DaTsn* 
mrt,  Davis  of  Masaschusetts,  JBly,  Farrow,  Gastoa, 
Qeddo^Hale,  Hendersoa,  Howell,  liuibert,  J«cfcaoa 
of  Rhode  latand,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Near 
York,  King  of  Maasachnsetts,  Ls^,  LoTett«  Macon, 
MaikeU,  MiUei:,  Mooelej,  OakiMr,  Paaxson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Heed,  William  Seed,  Boggiest 
8€hareman,ah«ffey»  Bbarwood,  Shipherd,  Slajrmaksr, 
Smith  of  New  Toik,  Stanford,  8toekton,8taart,  Siur- 
ge%  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massafibn- 
setts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wikon  of 
Massachusetts,  aad  Winter. 

NATs-MessHk  Alexander,  Alston,  Andersen,  A|w 
cher,  A?ei7,  Baid»Bafiiat^  Bines,  Btadlef » Bravn, 


Caldwell,  Galboan,  Cannon,  Obappell,  Claik,  Olen* 
denin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davis  of  Penn«lTania,  Denoyelles,  Duval],  Barle, 
Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  Yodc« 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glaagow,  Ooor- 
din,  Griffin,  HaU^  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hopkins  of  Kentacky,  Hubbard,  Hamphseya, 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  Noitb 
Carolina,  Leferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, Mnrfree, Nelaon.N ew- 
ton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  •  Hea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Bicfa,  SinggoU, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penmrylvn- 
nia.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  TannehiU,  Taylor, 
Telto,  Troop,  Udreo,  Ward  of  New  Jeraej,  Wil- 
Uams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylsania,  aad  Yano^« 

Mr.  PiTKiif,  of  Connecticut,  then  proposed  a 
further  amendment  to  the  bill,  viz :  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  fifty."  so  as  to  leave  the  amount  of  the 
capital  blank. 

The  previoAis  question  havine  been  thereupon 
demanded  by  Mr.  Harris^  of  Teaneasee,  and 
supported  by  a  sufficient  namber,  viz :  75  for  it, 
67  against  it — 

Mr.  WfiaaTsa,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table  i  vhiob  motioa  was  i 


atived,  by  yeas  and  nny»--For  the  mmian.M, 
agatnei  it  93,  as  follow*: 

Yaas  Mesawiii  Bsylies  of  MassariiosetlB,  Bfigelan, 
9ewen,  Boyd,  Bradbniy,  Bieeicearidge,  Brigham,  €a- 
perton,  Gbampion,  CiUey,  Ok»(on,  Cooper,  Cox,  <M- 
peper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Maasachtiaetts,  Sty,  Gas- 
toa, Geddes,  Hala,  Headenon,  Howell,  Holbsrt,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York*  Kwg  of 
Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  MosSey, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Rnggles,  Scbnreman,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slay  maker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Star- 
ges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts^  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  White,  Wiloox,  Wilson  of  Massoehn- 
setts,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Akton,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Aveiy,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bmes,  Bradley,  Brown« 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clen- 
denia,  Comatoek,  Conaid,  Crawlbrd,  Creigbton,  Cuth- 
bert, Dana,  Davia  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Dnvall,  Barle,  Evans,  Fanow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
BBont,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gbolson,  Glasgow,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  fianii^ 
Hasbrouck,  Hawse,  Hawkina,  Hopkins  of  Kentuckv', 
Hubbaid,  Homphreyv,  Ingeraoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  b* 
win,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maij- 
land,  Kenr,  Kerahaw,  Kilbouro,  King  of  North  Cai^ 
Una,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Tanaehill,  Taylor,  Tellur,  Troup, 
Udsee,  Ward  of  Now  Jeney,  WUUams,  WifaNNi  of 
Pennsylvania^  and  Yancey* 

Another  motion  was  then  made  to  a4Journi 
and  negatived. 

The  previous  question  was  tbea  put  in  the 
usual  form— "Shall  the  main  question  benov 
put?"  and  decided  ia  the  affirmntire— For  put- 
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ting  the  main  qoestion  83,  •gainst  it  63,  as  fol* 
lows: 

Ybab — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
fSber,  Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell, 
Gannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstoek,  Co- 
nard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cnthbert,  Dsna,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Evans, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Fomth,  Franklin,  Oholson,  Glasgow,  <}ourdin. 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbronck,  Hawkins,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
win, Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kenhaw, 
Kilbonm,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle, 
McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ssge, 
Sevier,  Beybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvsnia,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Coz,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Msssachnsetts,  Duvall,  Ely,  Far- 
low,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Hale,  Hawes,  Henderson,  How- 
ell, Humpbieyi^  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lovetty  Lowndes,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  Mil- 
ler, Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pot- 
ter, John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Roggles,  Schareman, 
Sbeffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  WUcoz,  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

The  qaestioD  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
readingr  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative  with- 
out a  division. 

On  the  question  when  the  bill  should  be  read 
a  third  time,  to-morrow  and  to  day  were  named. 
Tile  question  being  taken  on  to-morrow,  tbere 
were  for  to-morrow  57,  against  it  76. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  neg- 
atived by  a  vote  of  75  to  60. 

The  bill  was  then  announced  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  BiofiLOW  raised  a  question  of  order,  whe- 
ther it  was  proper  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time 
before  the  other  orders  of  the  day  were  disposed 
of.  The  Speaker  having  decided  that  bills  on 
their  third  readings  had  preference  in  the  order  of 
the  day,  Mr.  B.  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  (Mr.  Macon,)  which  was  affirmed  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Webstejei.  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  with  certain  instructions,  sub- 
atantially  as  follows : 

1.  To  reduce  the  capital  to  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  with  liberty  to  the  Government  to  subscribe 
five  millions  additional  at  any  fatare  time. 

8.  To  strike  out  the  provision  allowing  the  bank  to 
oaasa  spede  payment. 

/  8.  To  strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill  as  makes  it 
obligatory  on  the  bank  to  lend  money  to  the  Govera- 


^*  To  tntrodace  a  provision,  thst  if  the  bank  shall 


not  commence  opeiations  within  —  months  ater 
the  passage  of  the  act,  the  charter  shall  be  forfeited. 

5.  To  allow  an  intereat  of per  cent,  per  an- 
num on  any  note,  payment  of  whioi  shall  have  been 
demanded  of  the  bank,  and  refused. 

6.  To  provide  that  of  the  twenty-five  millions,  five 
riiall  be  payable  in  specie,  and  twenty  in  any  United 
States  six  per  cent  stock,  or  in  Treasury  notes. 

7.  To  strike  out  that  provision  which  restrains  the 
bank  from  selling  its  stock. 

Mr.  W.  supported  his  motion  by  a  number  of 
remarks,  the  general  purport  of  which  was,  thac 
he  had  resorted  to  this  method  to  show  to  the 
world  what  sort  of  a  bank  he  and  his  friends 
were  willing  to  support. 

Mr.  Gaston  followed  in  a  short  speech  of 
much  vehemence  in  favor  of  this  motion,  and 
with  the  zeal  he  has  uniformly  exhibited  on  this 
subject  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  William  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  next 
took  the  floor  in  decided  opposition  to  this  bill, 
of  which  he  expressed  the  utmost  abhorrence, 
and  the  greatest  dread  of  its  effecta. 

After  the  rejection  of  several  motions  to  ad- 
journ— 

Mr.  BiOELOw  made  a  speech  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question  as  the  two  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him  in  debate. 

Before  Mr.  B.  finished  his  speech,  however,  a 
motion  to  adjourn  prevailed ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Fridat,  December  30. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Sute, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing,  by  law,  for  settling  the  claims 
of  persons  to  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  derived  from  the  purchase  of  certain 
companies  under  an  act,  or  pretended  act,  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  on  the  7th  day  of 
January,  1795,  whose  claims  have  not  been  re- 
corded in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1803. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Jennings,  and  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

Raohtdt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqoirs 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  EzecadTe  au- 
thorities of  the  several  States  and  Tenitories  of  the 
United  States,  respectively,  by  law,  to  spprehend,  ae- 
cure,  and  deliver  to  the  Governor,  for  the  time  beings 
of  any  Territory  of  the  United  States,  or  his  agent, 
any  fugitive  or  fugitives  from  justice,  upon  demand 
being  made  of  the  Executive  anthority  of  any  each 
State  or  Territory,  to  which  such  fugitive  or  fagitives 
shall  have  fled,  and  upon  producing  an  indictment 
found,  or  an  affidavit  made  before  a  competent  offioer, 
charging  the  person  so  demanded  with  having  com- 
mitted treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  within  the  ja* 
riadiction  of  the  said  Territory,  from  which  he  so  flod» 
with  leave  to  report  by  hill  or  otherwise. 
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The  House  resumed  the  coDstderation  of  the  ' 
bill  to  incorporate  the  sabscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  of  America ;  and  the  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instractions  being  again 
stated,  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  Riobabd  Brent,  a  Sena- 
tor of  the  United  States  from  Virginia. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Fibk,  of 
New  York,  that  the  House  do  again  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bank  bill ;  which  motion 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following 
TOte:  For  the  motion  81,  against  it  70. 

Mr.  Pickering  commenced  a  speech  in  favor 
of  recommitment,  and  in  opposition  to  the  bill ; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  bill  was- 
again  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spraksr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed  to 
make  arrangements  fur  the  burial  of  Mr.  Brent, 
announcing  their  determination  to  attend  the 
funeral  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow;  which  letter 
having  been  read — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants, 

Re$olvedy  tmomnioitf/y,  That  the  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  Ricbaro  Brent,  Esq.,  late 
a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

BeMolved,  unammouBlVf  That  this  House  will 
wear  mourning  on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of 
one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  respect  for  the 
nnemory  or  the  deceased. 

The  House  then  immediately  adjourned. 

Saturday,  December  31.  • 

No  business  was  transacted  in  the  House  this 
day,  in  consequence  of  the  funeral  of  Mr.'  Brent, 
of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  January  2,  1815. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  with  amendments; 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  McKer,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Lands^  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Ma- 
drid, In  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  have  suffered 
by  earthquakes ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  laid  before  the 
Honse,on  behalf  of  the  committee  of  in  vestigation, 
a  letter  from  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  subjecu  connected  with  the  capture  of  Wash- 
ington by  the  enemy  in  August  last;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
memorial  of  Uriah  Brown,  respecting  his  inven- 
tion for  projecting  liquid  fire  as  a  means  of  mili- 
tary or  naval  annoyance.    The  report  is  favor- 


able to  the  utility  and  practicability  of  the  inven- 
tion ;  and  was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  appointing 
a  joint  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
adopting  fixed  rules  for  conducting  in  future  the 
printing,  stationery,  and  binding,  for  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  was  taken  up,  read  three  times  and 
concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  leas- 
ing of  public  lands,  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools, 
was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  lay- 
ing duties  on  certain  manufactures,  were  taken 
up.  [The  changes  of  duties  proposed  by  the 
Senate  in  this  bill,  are  principally  to  strike  out 
pig  iron  and  spermaceti  candles,  and  to  add  um- 
brellas. There  are  other  amendments  to  the  de- 
tail of  the  bill.]  The  amendments  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Mr.  Werstrr'b  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  being 
still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Werster,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  however  the  House  may  dispose  of 
the  motion  before  it,  I  do  not  regret  that  it  has  been 
made.  One  object  intended  by  it  at  least,  is  ac- 
complished. It  presents  a  choice  to  the  House, 
and  It  shows,  that  the  opposition  which  exists  to 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  is  not  an  undistin- 
guishing  hostility  to  whatever  may  be  proposed 
as  a  National  Bank,  but  a  hostility  to  an  institu- 
tion of  such  a  useless  and  dangerous  nature,  as  it 
is  believed  the  existing  provisions  of  the  bill  would 
establish. 

If  the  bill  riiould  be  recommitted  and  amended 
according  to  the  instructions  which  I  have  moved, 
its  principles  will  be  materially  changed.  The 
capital  of  the  proposed  bank  will  be  reduced  from 
fiftv  to  thirty  millions;  and  composed  of  specie 
and  stocks,  in  nearly  the  same  proportion  as  the 
capital  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  obligation  to  lend  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
to  Government,  an  obligation  which  cannot  be 
performed  without  committing  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy, will  be  struck  out.  The  power  to  suspend 
the  payment  of  iM  notes  and  bills  will  be  abolish- 
ed, and  the  prompt  and  faithful  execution  of  its 
contract  secured,  as  far  as,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  it  can  be  secured.  The  restriction  on  the 
sale  or  its  stocks  will  be  removed,  and,  as  it  is  a 
monopoly,  provision  will  be  made,  that  if  it  should 
not  commence  its  operations  in  reasonable  time, 
the  grant  shall  be  forfeited.  Thus  amended,  the 
bill  would  establish  an  institution,  not  unlike  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  any  particular 
which  I  deem  material,  excepting  only  the  in* 
creased  amount  of  the  capital. 

To  a  bank  of  this  nature,  I  should  at  any  time 
be  willing  to  give  my  support,  not  as  a  measure 
of  temporary  policy,  or  an  expedient  to  find  meana 
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of  relief  from  ike  present  poverty  of  the  Treasur3r> 
but  aa  an  iostituiicm  of  persaaoeiit  ioterest  and 
importance,  useful  to  the  Government  and  coun- 
try at  all  times,  and  most  useful  in  times  of  com- 
merce and  prosperity. 

I  am  sure,  sir,  that  the  advantages  which  would 
at  present  result  from  any  bank,  are  greatly  over- 
rated. To  look  to  a  bank,  as  a  source  capable 
not  only  of  affording  a  circulating  medium  to  the 
country  but  also  of  supplying  the  ways  and  means 
of  carrying  on  the  war,  especially  at  a  time  when 
the  country  is  without  commerce,  is  to  expect 
much  more  than  will  ever  be  obtained.  Such 
high  wrought  hopes  can  end  only  in  disappoint- 
ment. The  means  of  supporting  an  expensive 
war  are  not  of  quite  so  easy  acquisition.  Banks 
are  not  revenues.  They  cannot  supply  its  place. 
They  may  afford  facilities  to  its  collection  and 
distribution.  They  may  furnish,  with  conve- 
nience, temporary  loans  to  Qovernment,  in  anti- 
cipation of  its  taxes,  and  render  important  assis* 
tance  in  divers  ways  to  the  general  operations  of 
finance.  They  are  useful  to  the  State,  in  their 
proper  place  and  sphere ;  but  they  are  not  the 
sources  of  national  income. 

The  fountains  of  revenue  must  be  smdc  deeper. 
The  credit  and  circulation  of  bank  paper  are  the 
effectSi  rather  than  the  cause,  of  a  profitable  com- 
merce and  a  well  ordered  system  of  finance.  They 
ais^  the  proo£i  of  national  wealth  and  prosperity, 
not  Che  foundations  of  them.  Whoever  shall  at- 
tempt to  restore  the  fiillen  credit  of  this  country 
hf  4he  cteating  of  new  banks,  merely  that  they 
may  create  new  paper,  and  that  Gkrrernaaeat  may 
have  a  chance  of  borrowing,  where  it  baa  not  bor- 
vowed  before,  will  find  himself  miserably  deceiv- 
ed. It  is  under  the  influence  of  no  such  vain 
hopes,  that  I  yield  my  assent  to  the  establishment 
of  a  bank  on  safe  and  proper  jirincipleB.  The 
principal  good  I  expect  from  it  is  rather  future 
thftn  ppeaent.  I  do  not  see,  i&deed,  that  it  is  likely 
to  produce  evil  at  any  time.  In  tiaies  to  come  it 
will,  I  hope,  be  usdfuL 

If  it  were  only  to  be  harmleas.  there  would  be 
aufileient  reason  why  it  ahould  be  supported,  in 
preference  to  such  a  cofttrivanoe  as  is  now  in 
contemplation* 

The  bank,  which  will  be  created  by  the  bill,  if 
it  should  pass  in  its  present  form,  is  of  a  most  ex- 
traordinary, and, as  I  think,  alarmtaff  nature.  Its 
capital  is  to  be  fifty  million  of  dollars,  five  mil- 
lions in  gold  and  silver,  twenty  millions  in  the 
public  debt,  created  since  the  war,  ten  milUona  in 
Treasury  notes,  and  fifteen  millions  to  be  sub- 
scribed by  Government  in  stock,  to  be  created  for 
that  purpose.  The  ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes, 
^en  received  in  payment  of  sttbseriptions  to  the 
bank,  are  to  be  funded  ako  into  the  United  States 
Btocka.  The  stocks  subscribed  by  Government 
Ott  its  own  account,  and  those  in  which  the  Trea- 
sury notes  are  to  be  funded,  to  be  redeemable 
only  at  the  pleasure  of  Government.  The  war 
stock  will  be  redeemable  according  to  the  terms 
upon  which  the  late  loans  have  been  negotiated. 
^  The  capital  of  the  bank,  then,  will  be  five  mil- 
lioua  af  apecie,  and  forty-^fi ve  miUioas  of  Govern* 


ment  stocks.  la  other  words,  the  bank  will  pos- 
sess five  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  Gk>verftaeikt 
will  owe  it  forty-five  millions.  This  debt  from 
Government,  the  bank  is  restrained  from  seiJing 
durijig  the  war,  and  Government  is  excused  from 
paying  until  it  shall  see  fit.  The  bank  is  also  to 
be  under  obliffation  to  loan  Government  thirty 
millions  of  dculars,  on  demand,  to  be  repaid,  not 
when  the  cooveoiettce  or  necessity  of  the  bank 
may  require,  but  when  other  debts  doe  the  bank 
from  Government  are  paid  ;  that  is,  when  it  shall 
be  the  good  pleasure  oi  Government.  This  aum 
of  thirty  millions  is  to  supply  the  necessities  of 
the  Treasury,  and  supersede  the  occasion  of  otber 
loans.  This  loan  will  doubtless  be  made  on  the 
first  day  of  the  existence  of  the  bank,  because  tbe 
public  wants  can  admit  of  no  delay.  Its  condition 
then  will  be,  that  it  has  five  millions  of  specie,  if 
it  has  been  able  to  obtain  so  much,  and  a  debt  of 
seventy-five  millioas.  no  part  d  which  it  can 
either  sell  or  call  in,  due  to  it  from  Government. 

The  loan  of  thirty  millions  to  Govemmemtcan 
only  be  made  by  an  immediate  issue  of  bills  to  that 
amount.  If  these  bills  should  return,  the  bwik 
will  not  be  able  to  pay  them.  This  U  certain ; 
and  to  remedy  this  ineonvenieacc^ . power  is  gti^en 
to  the  directors,  by  the  act,  to  suspend,  ait  ttietr 
own  diseretion,  the  payoie&t  of  their  notes,  tiiHil 
tbe  President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  iHherwise 
order.  The  President  will  give  no  such  order, 
because  the  necessities  of  Government  will  eom* 
pel  it  to  draw  on  the  bank,  till  the  hank  beooaaes 
as  necesaitous  as  itself.  Indeed,  whatever  orders 
may  be  either  given  or  withheld,  it  will  be  utterly 
impossible  for  the  bank  to  nay  its  notes.  No  such 
thing  is  expected  of  it.  The  first  note  it  issues 
will  be  dishonored  on  its  return,  and  yet  it  will 
continue  to  pour  out  its  paper,  so  long  as  Govern- 
ment can  apply  it  in  any  degree  to  its  purposes. 

What  sort  of  an  iDstitotion,  sir,  is  this  7  It 
looks  less  like  a  bank  than  like  a  department  of 
Ghivemment.  It  will  be  properl  y  the  paper  money 
depar-tmcnt.  its  capital  is  Gcvernrnent  debts; 
the  amount  of  issues  will  depend  on  Government 
neeeasities ;  Gk>vernnent  in  efi*et  absolves  ttaelf 
from  its  own  debts  to  the  bank,  and  by  way  of 
compensation,  absolves  the  bank  from  its  own 
contracts  with  others.  This  is,  indeed,  a  wonder- 
ful scheme  of  finance.  The  Government  is  to 
grow  rich,  because  it  ie  to  borrow,  without  the 
obligation  of  repaying,  and  is  to  borrow  of  a  bank 
which  issues  paper  without  liability  to  redeem  il. 
If  this  bank,  like  other  institutions,  which  duHaad 
plodding  common  sense  has  erected,  were  lo  pay 
lis  debts,  it  must  have  some  limits  to  its  issues  of 
paper,  and  therefore  there  would  be  a  pointbeyovid 
which  it  eould  not  make  loans  to  Government. 
This  would  &1I  short  of  the  wishes  of  the  ceotri- 
vers  of  this  system.  They  provide  for  an  aoltm- 
ited  issue  of  paper,  in  an  entire  exemption  from 
payment.  They  found  their  bank,  in  the  fiist 
place,  on  tbe  discredit  of  Government ;  and  ihui 
hope  to  enrich  Government  out  of  the  iasolveBey 
of  the  bank.  With  them,  poverty  itoelf  mm  the 
main  source  of  supply,  and  bankruptcy  a  mine  of 
inexhaustible  treaaore.    They  rely,  not  eo  the 
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ability  of  tbe  btnk.  but  oo  its  beggmry ;  not  on 
gold  sod  silver  colleet^d  in  its  yaaUs  to  pay  its 
debts  tod  fulfil  its  promises,  bat  on  tbe  loclrs  and 
bars  provided  by  statote  to  fasten  its  doors  against 
tbesoHcitationsand  elamors  of  importunate  cred- 
itors. Such  an  institution,  they  flatter  themselfes, 
will  not  only  be  able  to  sostaio  itself,  but  tobuov 
up  the  sinking  credit  of  GoTernment.  A  banc 
which  does  not  pay,  is  to  guarantee  the  engage* 
meats  of  a  (Sorernment  which  does  not  pay. 
**  John  Doe  is  to  become  security  for  Richard 
Roe."  Thas  the  empty  vaults  of  the  Treasury 
are  to  be  filled  from  the  equally  empty  vaults  of 
the  bank,  and  the  iogenious  invention  of  a  nart- 
nershtp  between  insolvents  is  to  restore  ana  re- 
establish the  credit  of  both. 

Sir.  I  can  view  this  only  as  a  syirtem  of  rank 
speculation,  and  enormous  mischief.  Nothing  in 
our  condition  h  worse,  in  my  opinion,  than  the 
inclination  of  Gbvernraent  to  throw  itself  upon 
auch  desperate  courses.  If  we  are  to  be  saved,  it 
is  not  to  be  bv  such  means.  If  public  credit  is  to 
be  restoretl,  this  is  not  one  of  the  measures  that 
will-  help  to  restore  it.  If  the  Treasury  is  ex- 
hausted, this  bank  will  not  fill  it  with  anything 
valuable,  if  a  safe  circulating  medium  be  wanted 
for  the  community,  it  will  not  be  found  in  the 
|Niper  of  such  a  corporation. 

1  wish,  sir,  that  those  who  imagine  that  these 
objects,  or  any  of  them,  will  be  effected  by  such 
a  bank  as  thia  would  describe  the  manner  in 
which  they  expect  it  to  be  done.  What  is  the 
process  which  is  to  produce  these  results?  If  it 
IS  perceived,  it  can  be  described.  The  bank  will 
not  operate  either  by  miracle  or  magic.  Who- 
ever expects  any  good  from  it.  ought  to  be  able  to 
tell  us  in  what  way  that  gpood  is  to  be  produced. 
As  yet  we  have  had  nothioj^  but  general  ideas, 
and  vagne  and  loose  expressions.  An  indefinite 
and  indistinct  notion  is  entertained,  nobody  here 
seems  to  know  on  what  ground,  that  this  bank  is 
to  reanimate  public  credit,  fill  the  Treasury,  and 
remove  all  the  evib  which  have  arisen  from  tbe 
depreciation  of  the  paper  of  existing  banks. 

Some  gentlemen,  who  do  not  profess  themselves 
to  be  ia  all  respects  pleased  with  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  seem  to  content  themselves  with  an 
idea  that  nothing  better  cmi  be  obtained,  andthat 
H-  is  necessary  to  do  something. 

A  strong  impression  that  something  must  be 
done,  is  tbe  origin  of  many  bad  measures,  h  is 
easy,  sir,  to  do  something;  but  the  object  is  tado 
something  useful.  It  is  better  to  do  nothing^  than 
to  do  misebief.  It  is  mucb  better,  in  my  opinion, 
to  make  no  bank,  than  to  pasathe  trill  as  it  now  i& 

The  interests  to  be  affected  by  this  measure, 
the  finances,  the  public  creditj  and  tbe  circulating 
medium  of  the  country,  are  too  Important  to  be 
hazarded  on  schemes  like  this.  If  we  wish  to  re* 
store  the  public  credit,  and  to  re-establish  the 
finances,  we  have  the  beaten  road  before  us.  All 
true  analogy,  all  experience,  all  just  knowledge 
of  onrselfes  and  our  condition  point  one  way. 
We  can  hardly  mistake  it,  without  wilful  blind- 
ness. A  wise  and  systematic  economy,  and  a  set- 
tled and  subsuntial  revenue  are  the  means  to  be 


relied  on ;  not  excessive  issues  of  bank  notes,  a 
forced  circulation,  and  all  the  miserable  eontri* 
vances  to  which  political  folly  can  resort,  with 
the  idle  expectation  of  giving  to  mere  paper^  the 
quality  of  monejr. 

These  are  alt  inventions  of  a  short-sighted  pol- 
icy, vexed  and  goaded  by  the  necessitiesof  the  mo- 
ment, and  thinking  less  of  a  permanent  remedy, 
than  of  shifts  and  expedients  to  avoid  tbe  present 
distress.  They  have  been  a  thousand  times  ex- 
ploded, as  delusive  and  ruinous,  as  destructive  of 
ail  solid  revenue,  and  incompatible  with  the  se- 
curit^r  of  private  property. 

It  is,  sir,  suiBcientiy  obvious,  that  to  produae 
any  benefit,  this  bank  must  be  so  constituted  as 
that  its  notes  shall  have  credit  with  the  public. 
The  first  inquiry,  therefore,  should  be,  whether 
the  bills  of  a  bank  of  this  kind  will  not  be  im- 
mediately and  greatly  depreciated.  I  think  they 
will.  It  would  be  wonderful  if  they  ahould  not. 
This  effect  will  not  be  produced  by  that  excessive 
issue  of  its  paper,  which  tbe  bank  most  make  in 
its  loan  to  Uovernment.  Whether  its  issues  of 
paper  are  excessive,  will  depend,  not  on  the  nom- 
inal amount  of  its  capital,  but  on  its  ability  to  re- 
deem. This  is  the  only  safe  criterion.  Very  spe- 
cial eases  may  perhi^  iWnish  exceptions,  but 
there  is  in  general  no  security  for  tbe  credit  of 
paper,  but  the  ability  in  those  who  emit  to  redeem 
it.  Whenever  bank  noteeare  not  con vertiUe  into 
gold  or  silver  at  tbe  will  of  the  holder,  they  be- 
come of  less  value  than  gold  and  silver.  Alt  ex- 
periments on  this  subject  have  come  to  the  same 
result.  It  is  so  clear,  and  has  been  so  unifersaily 
admitted,  that  it  would  be  waste  of  time  to  dweli 
upon  it.  The  depreciation  may  not  be  sensibly 
perceived  the  first  day  or  the  first  week  it  takes 
place.  It  will  first  be  discerned  in  vrhat  is  called 
the  rise  of  speeie ;  it  will  next  be  seen  in  the  in- 
creased prioe  of  all  commodities. 

The  circulating  medium  of  a  commercial  com- 
munily  must  be  that  which  is  also  the  cireukting 
nfedium  of  other  comaeroial  communiiies^  or 
must  be  capable  of  being  coaverted  into  that  me^ 
diam  without  loss.  It  must  be  able,  not  only  to 
pass  in  paynMnta  and  receipts, between  individv- 
sis  of  the  same  society  or  nation,  but  fo  adjust  and 
discharge  the  balance  of  exchanges  between  di^ 
foreni  nations^  It  onist  be  something  which  haa 
a  vaiue  abroad)  as  well  as  at  home,  and  by  which 
foveign  av  well  ae  domestic  debts  can  bo  safisiM. 
The  precious  metals  alone  answer  these  purposea. 
They  alone,  therefore,  are  money,  and  whatever 
else  is  lo  perform  the  offiees  of  money  must  bo 
their  reppeseatative,  and  eapable  of  being  turned 
into  them  at  will.  So  longasbank  paper  retains 
this  (quality,  it  is  a  substitute  for  money  ;  divested 
of  this,  nothing  can  giv«  it  that  character. 

No  solidity  of  funds^  no  sufficiency  of  assets, 
no  confidence  in  the  solvency  of  banking  institu- 
tions has  ever  enabled  them  to  keep  up  their  pa^ 
per  to  the  value  of  gold  and  stiver,  any  longer  than 
they  paid  gold  and  silver  for  it  on  demand.  This 
will  continue  to  be  the  case  so  long  as  those  me- 
tals shall  continue  to  be  tbe  standard  of  vaiue  and 
the  geneml  circulating  medivm  among  natiooe. 
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A  strikioff  iliastradon  of  this  common  princi- 
ple is  foand  in  the  early  history  of  the  Bank  of 
England.  In  the  year  1797,  it  had  been  so  liberal 
in  its  loans,  that  it  was  compelled  to  suspend  the 
payment  of  its  notes.  Its  paper  immedistely  fell 
to  a  discoaot  of  near  twentv  per  cent.  Yet  such 
was  the  public  opinion  of  the  solidity  of  its  funds, 
that  its  stock  then  sold  for  one  hundred  and  ten 
per  cent.,  although  no  more  than  sixty  per  cent, 
upon  the  subscriptions  had  been  paid  in. 

The  same  fate,  as  is  well  known,  attended  the 
paper  of  the  banks  of  Scotland,  when  they  adopt- 
ed the  practice  of  inserting  in  their  notes  a  clause, 
giving  the  banks  an  option  of  paying  their  notes 
on  demand,  or  in  six  months  after  demand,  with 
interest.  Paper  of  this  sort  was  not  convertible 
into  specie  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder;  and  no 
conviction  of  the  ability  of  the  bank  which  issued 
it,  could  preserve  it  from  depreciation. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  Bank 
of  England  in  17d7,  and  the  consequences  which 
followed,  afford  no  argument  to  overturn  this  gen- 
eral experience.  If  Bank  of  England  notes  were 
not  immediately  depreciated  on  that  occasion,  de- 

Ereciation  nevertheless  did  ensue.  Very  favora- 
le  causes  existed  to  prevent  their  sudden  depres- 
sion. It  was  an  old  and  rich  institution.  It  was 
known  to  be  under  the  most  discreet  and  indepen- 
dent management.  Qovernment  had  no  control 
over  it,  to  force  it  to  make  loans  against  its  inter- 
est or  its  will.  On  the  contrary,  it  compelled  the 
Government  to  pay,  though  with  much  inconve- 
nience to  itself,  a  very  considerable  sum  which 
was  due  to  it.  The  country  enjoyed  at  that  time 
an  extensive  commerce,  and  a  revenue  of  three 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  was  collected  and  dis- 
tributed through  the  bank.  Under  all  these  ad- 
vantages, however,  the  difference  of  price  between 
bank  notes  and  coin  became  so  great  as  to  threaten 
at  one  time  the  most  dangerous  consequences. 

Suppose  the  condition  of  England  to  have  been 
reversed.  Suppose,  that  instead  of  a  prosperous 
and  increasing  commerce,  she  had  suffered  the 
ruin  of  her  trade ;  and  that  the  product  of  her 
manufactures  had  lain  upon  her  bands,  as  the 
product  of  our  agriculture  now  perishes  on  ours. 
Does  any  one  imagine  that  her  circulating  paper 
could  have  existed,  and  maintained  any  credit  in 
such  a  change  of  her  condition  ?  What  ought  to 
surprise  us  is,  not  that  her  bank  paper  was  depre- 
ciated, but  that  it  was  not  depreciated  sooner  and 
lower  than  in  fact  it  was.  The  reason  can  only 
be  found  in  that  extraordinary  combination  of 
favorable  circumstances  which  never  existed  be- 
fore, and  is  hardly  to  be  expected  again.  Much 
less  is  it  to  be  discovered  in  our  condition  at 
present. 

But  we  have  experience  nearer  home.  The 
paper  of  all  the  banks  south  of  New  England  has 
become  depreciated  to  an  alarming  extent.  This 
cannot  be  denied.  All  that  is  said  of  the  existence 
of  this  depreciation  only  at  places  remote  from 
the  banks,  is  unfounded  and  idle.  It  exists  every- 
where, even  at  the  very  doors  of  the  banks  them- 
selves. The  rates  of  exchange,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  put  this  point  beyond  controversy.    If 


a  bill  of  exchange  on  Europe  can  be  purchased, 
as  it  may,  twenty  per  cent,  cheaper  in  Boston 
than  in  Baltimore,  the  reason  must  be.  that  it  is 
paid  for  in  Boston  in  monev,  and  in  Baltimore  in 
something  twenty  percent,  less  value  than  money. 

Nothwithstanaing  this  depression  of  their  paper, 
it  is  not  probable  that  any  general  doubt  is  enter- 
tained of  the  sufficiency  of  the  funds  of  the  prin- 
cipal banks.  Certainly  lio  such  doubt  is  the  cause 
of  the  fall  of  their  paper;  because  the  depression 
of  the  paper  of  all  the  banks  in  any  place,  as  far 
as  I  learn,  is  generally  uniform  and  equal ;  where* 
as,  if  public  opinion  proceeded  at  all,  upon  the 
adequacy  or  inadequacy  of  their  funds,  it  would 
necessarily  come  to  different  results,  in  different 
cases,  as  some  of  these  iostftutions  must  be  sup* 
posed  to  be  f icher  than  others. 

Sir,  something  must  be  discovered,  which  has 
hitherto  escaped  the  observation  of  mankind,  be- 
fore you  can  give  paper,  intended  for  circulation, 
the  value  of  a  metallic  currency,  any  longer  than 
it  represents  that  currency,  and  is  convertible  into 
it,  at  the  will  of  the  holder. 

The  paper  then,  of  this  bank,  if  you  make  it, 
will  be  depreciated  for  the  same  reason  that  the 
paper  of  other  banks  which  have  gone  before  it, 
and  of  those  which  now  exist  around  us,  has  been 
depreciated :  because  it  is  not  to  pay  specie  for 
its  notes. 

Other  institutions,  setting  out  perhaps  on  hon- 
est principles,  have  fallen  into  discredit  through 
mismanagement  or  misfortune.  But  this  bank  is 
to  begin  with  insolvency.  It  is  to  issue  its  bills 
to  the  amount  of  thirty  millions  at  least,  when 
everybody  knows  it  cannot  pay  them.  It  is  to 
commence  its  existence  in  dishonor.  It  is  to 
draw  its  first  breath  in  disgrace.  The  promise  con- 
tained in  the  first  note  it  sends  forth,  is  to  be  a  false 
promise  and  whoever  receives  the  note,  is  to  take 
it  with  the  knowledge  that  it  will  not  be  paid, 
according  to  the  terms  of  it. 

But  this,  sir,  is  not  all.  The  framers  of  this 
bill  have  not  done  their  work  by  halves.  Thej 
have  put  the  depreciation  of  the  notes  of  their 
bank  beyond  all  doubt  or  uncertainty,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  capital  is  constituted.  They 
have  made  assurance  doubly  sure.  In  addition 
to  excessive  issue  of  paper,  and  the  failure  to  make 
payments,  both  which  they  provide  for  by  law, 
they  make  the  capital  of  the  bank  to  consist  prin- 
cipally of  public  stock. 

If  this  stock  could  be  sold  as  in  the  former  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  the  evil  would  be  less.  But 
the  bank  has  not  the  power  to  sell  it,  and  for  all 
purposes  of  enabling  it  to  fulfil  its  engagements, 
Its  funds  might  as  well  be  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean,  as  in  Government  stocks,  of  which  it  can- 
not enforce  payment,  and  of  which  it  cannot 
dispose. 

The  credit  of  this  institution  is  to  be  founded 
on  public  funds,  not  on  private  property  or  com- 
mercial credit.  It  is  to  be  a  financial,  not  a  com- 
mercial bank.  Its  credit,  therefore,  can  hardif 
be  better  at  any  time,  than  the  credit  of  the  Qor^ 
ernmen  t.  If  the  stocks  be  depreciated,  so  of  course 
must  everything  be  which  rests  on  the  stocks. 
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It  would  require  extraordinary  iusenntty  to 
show  how  a  bank  which  is  founded  on  the  public 
debt,  is  to  have  any  better  reputation  than  the  debt 
itself.  It  must  be  some  very  noTel  inyentton  which 
makes  the  superstructure  keep  its  place  after 
the  foundation  has  fallen.  The  argument  seems 
to  stand  thus.  The  public  funds,  it  is  admitted, 
haye  little  credit;  the  bank  will  hate  no  credit 
which  it  does  not  borrow  of  the  funds ;  but  the 
bank  will  be  in  full  credit. 

If,  sir,  we  were  in  a  temper  to  learn  wisdom 
from  experience,  the  history  of  most  of  the  banks 
on  the  continent  of  Europe  might  teach  us  the 
futility  of  all  these  contriTances.  Those  are,  like 
this  before  us,  established  for  purposes  of  finance, 
not  Durposes  of  commerce.  The  same  fortune 
has  nappened  to  them  all.  Their  credit  has  sunk. 
Their  respective  Governments  go  to  them  for 
money,  when  they  can  get  it  nowhere  else ;  and 
the  banks  can  relieve  their  wants  only  by  new  is- 
sues of  their  own  paper.  As  this  is  not  redeemed, 
the  invariable  consequence  of  depreciation  fol- 
lows ;  and  this  has  sometimes  led  to  the  misera- 
ble and  destructive  expedient  of  a  depreciation  of 
the  coin  itself. 

Such  are  the  banks  of  Petersburg,  Copenhagen, 
Vienna,  and  other  cities  of  Europe.  And  while 
tiie  paper  of  these  Government  banks  has  been 
tlius  depressed,  that  of  other  banks,  existing  in 
tbeir  near  neighborhood,  unconnected  with  Gov- 
e  rnment,  and  conducting  their  business  on  the 
b>asis  of  commercial  credit,  has  retained  a  value 
equivalent  to  that  of  coin. 

Excessive  issues  of  paper,  and  a  close  connex- 
ion with  Government,  are  tne  two  circumstances, 
which  of  all  others  are  most  certain  to  destroy  the 
credit  of  bank  paper.  If  there  were  no  excessive 
issue,  or  in  other  words,  if  the  bank  paid  its  notes 
in  specie  on  demand,  its  connexion  with  Govern- 
ment, and  its  interest  in  the  funds^  would  not  per- 
haps materially  affect  the  circulation  of  its  paper, 
although  they  would  naturally  diminish  the  value 
of  its  stock.  But  when  these  two  circumstances 
exist  in  the  condition  of  any  bank ;  that  it  does 
not  pay  its  notes,  and  that  its  funds  are  in  public 
stocks,  and  all  its  operations  intimately  blended 
with  the  operations  of  Government,  nothing  fur- 
ther need  be  known,  to  be  quite  sure  that  its  pa- 
per will  not  answer  the  purpose  of  a  creditaoie 
eircolating  medium. 

I  look  upon  it,  therefore,  sir,  as  certain  that  a 
rery  considerable  discount  will  attach  itself  to 
the  notes  of  this  bank,  the  fir!<t  day  of  their  ap- 
pearance ;  thst  this  discount  will  continue  to  in- 
crease, and  unless  Congress  should  be  able  to  far- 
Dish  some  remedy,  which  is  not  certain,  the  paper 
in  the  end  will  be  worth  nothing.  If  this  happens, 
not  onlv  will  no  one  of  the  benefits  proposed  be  ob- 
tained, out  evils  of  the  most  alarming  magnitude 
will  follow.  All  the  horrors  of  a  paper  money 
system  are  before  us.  If  we  venture  on  the  pres- 
ent expedient,  we  shall  hardly  be  able  to  avoid 
them.  The  ruin  of  public  affairs  and  the  wreck 
of  private  property  will  ensue. 

i  would  asx,  sir,  whether  the  friends  of  this 
measure  have  well  considered  what  effect  it  will 


produce  on  the  revenue  of  the  country  ?  By  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  the  notes  of  the  bank  are  to 
be  received  in  payment  of  all  taxes  and  other  dues 
to  Government.  They  cannot  be  refused  on  ac- 
count of  the  depreciation  of  their  value.  Govern- 
ment binds  itself  to  receive  them  at  par ;  although 
it  should  be  obliged  to  pay  them  out  immediately 
at  a  discount  of  a  hundred  per  cent.  It  is  certain, 
then,  that  a  loss  on  the  revenue  will  be  sustained, 
equal  to  any  depreciation  which  may  take  place 
in  this  paper;  and  when  the  paper  shall  come  to 
nothing,  the  revenue  of  the  country  will  come  to 
nothing  along  with  it.  This  has  happened  to 
other  countries,  where  this  wretched  system  has 
been  adopted,  and  it  will  happen  here.  * 

The  Austrian  Government  resorted  to  a  similar 
experiment,  in  a  very  critical  period  of  its  affairs, 
in  1809,  the  year  of  the  last  campaign  between 
that  country  and  France,  previous  to  the  late  co- 
alition. Pressed  by  the  necessities  of  the  occasion, 
the  Government  caused  a  large  quantity  of  paper 
to  be  issued,  which  was  to  be  received  m  imposts 
and  taxes.  The  paper  immediately  fell  to  a  de- 
preciation of  four  fur  one.  The  consequence  was, 
that  the  Governmeutiost  its  revenue,  and  with  it 
the  means  of  supplying  its  armies,  and  defending 
its  Empire. 

Is  this  Government,  sir,  now  ready  to  put  its 
resources  all  at  hazard,  by  pursuing  a  similar 
course?  Is  it  ready  to  sacrifice  its  whole  sub- 
stantial revenue,  and  permanent  supplies,  to  an 
ill  contrived,  illcdnsidered,  dangerous  and  ruinous 
project,  adopted  only  as  the  means  of  obtaining  a 
little  present  and  momentary  relief  ? 

It  ought  to  be  considered  also,  what  effects  this 
bank  will  produce  on  other  banking  institutions 
already  existing,  and  on  the  paper  which  they 
have  issued.  The  aggregate  capiul  of  these  in- 
stitutions  is  large.  The  amount  of  their  notes  is 
large,  and  these  notes  constitute  at  present,  in  a 
great  portion  of  the  country,  the  only  circulating 
medium,  if  they  can  be  called  a  circulating  me- 
dium. Whatever  affects  this  paper,  either  to 
raise  it,  or  to  depress  it  lower  tnan  it  is,  affects 
the  interest  of  every  man  in  the  community. 

It  is  sufficient,  on  this  point  to  refer  to  the  me- 
morial from  the  banks  ot  New  Turk.  That  as- 
sures us  that  it  must  be  the  operation  of  such  a 
bank  as  this  bill  would  establish,  to  increase  the 
difficulties  and  distress  which  the  existing  banks 
now  experience,  and  to  render  it  nearly  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  resume  the  payment  of  their  notes. 
This  is  what  every  man  would  naturally  expect. 
Paper  already  depreciated  will  necessarily  be 
sunk  still  lower  when  another  flood  of  depreci- 
ated paper  is  forced  into  circulation. 

Very  recently,  sir,  this  Government  refused  to 
extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  unconstitu- 
tional for  Congress  to  create  banks.  Many  of  the 
State  banks  owe  their  existence  to  this  decision. 
It  was  an  invitation  to  the  States  to  incorporate 
as  much  banking  capital  as  would  answer  all  the 
purposes  of  the  country.  Notwithstanding  what- 
ever we  may  now  see  and  hear,  it  would  then 
have  been  deemed  a  gross  imputation  on  the  con- 
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fltteni^y  of  Qov^mnieDl  if  aDjr  man  had  expres- 
sed an  cxpeetation  that  in  five  years  all  these 
CoDstitntional  scrapips  would  be  forgotten,  all 
the  danger  to  political  liberty  from  mooeyed  in- 
stitDtions  disregarded,  and  a  bank  proposed  upon 
the  most  extraordinary  principles,  with  an  unpre- 
cedented amount  of  capital,  and  with  no  obliga- 
tion to  fulfil  its  contracts. 

The  Sute  Banks  have  not  forced  themselves 
in  the  way  of  Qovemment.  They  were  estab- 
lished, many  of  them  at  least,  when  Qovemment 
had  declared  its  purpose  to  nave  no  bank  of  its 
own.  They  deserve  some  regard  on  their  own 
accoont,  and  on  account  of  those  particularly 
dbncerned  in  them  ;  but  they  deserve  much  more 
consideration  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  their 
paper  which  is  in  circulation,  and  the  interest 
which  the  whole  community  has  in  it. 

Let  it  be  recollected,  also,  sir,  that  the  present 
condition  of  the  banks  is  principally  owing  to 
their  advances  to  Government.  The  Treasury 
baa  borrowed  of  the  banks,  or  of  those  who  them- 
selves borrowed  of  the  banks,  till  the  banks  have 
beeome  as  poor,  and  almost  as'  much  discredited, 
aa  the  Treasury  itself.  They  have  depreciated 
their  paper,  nearly  ruined  thems^ves,  and  brought 
the  sorest  distress  on  the  country  by  doing  that  on 
a  small  scale,  which  this  new  bank  is  to  perform 
on  a  scale  vastly  larger. 

It  is  almost  unpardonable  in  the  conductors  of 
these  institutions  not  to  have  foreseen  the  conse- 
qvenees  which  have  resnlted  from  the  course 
pursued  by  them.  They  were  all  plain  and  visi- 
ble. If  they  have  any  apology,  it  is  that  they 
were  no  blinder  than  the  Qovemment,  and  that 
they  yielded  to  those,  who  would  take  no  denial. 
It  will  be  altogether  unpardonable  in  us,  if  with 
this,  as  well  as  all  other  experience  before  us,  we 
continue  to  pursue  a  system  which  must  inevi- 
tably lead  Qfl^  through  depreciation  of  currency, 
paper  raonejr^  tender  laws,  and  all  the  contempt- 
ible and  miserable  contrivances  of  disordered 
finance  and  national  insolvency,  to  complete  and 
entire  bankruptcy  in  the  end. 

I  hope  the  House  will  recommit  the  bill  for 
amendment. 

Wheir  Mr.  Web«tbr  had  concluded,  the  mo- 

^  tioa  for  recommitment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 

PiOKBBiif«,  Shipsebo.  and  Wbbatok,  in  speeches 

of  considerable  length,  and  opposed  by  Messrsi 

FDB«rFB  and  Rbba* 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  at  length 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas 
66,  nays  89,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messci.  Baylies  of  Msssachnsetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Brsdboiy,  Brecken- 
ridgs,  Brigham,  Botler,  Caperton,  Calhoon,  Chsmpion, 
Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Evans,  Far- 
raw,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale»  Henderson, 
Howell,  Hamphreys,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Maasacbuseets,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  McKee,  Miller,  Moseley,  Markell,  Oak- 
Unr,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Roggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  8her« 
^»ood,  Shipberd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 


ibrd,  Stockton,  8tm«ea,  Taggart^  Thampasn,  Yose, 
Ward  of  HaoMMshoostts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wh&fea^ 
WUoox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

NATs-*-MesBr&  Alexander,  iilston,  Anderam,  A»« 
cher,  Aveiy,  Barboar,  Basd,  Bamett,  Bines,  Barwett^ 
Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chsppell,  Claik,  Clendenin,  Cooh 
stock,  Coeard,  Creighton,  Gronch,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Da- 
vis of  Pennsylvania,  DenoyeUes,  Desha,  Dovail,  Eaile, 
Findlev,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Feney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goordin,  Gnffin,  HaU, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving/  Irwin* 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbourn,  Kmg  of  North  Carolhia,  Leflerts, 
Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  MnHree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orms- 
by,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Pensytvania* 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage^ 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsyi* 
vaaia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel£iir,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, WiUiams,  Wihott  of  PennafHania*  and  Yancey* 

The  bill  was  then  read  through,  in  the  osncl 
manner. 

Mr.  Rhba,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  a  short  time  in 
explanation  of  the  motives  which  would  govern 
his  vote  in  this  case. 

Mr.  GRoevBifOB,  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  a  motion  in  aid  of  the  role,  to  pre- 
vent those  members  interested  in  the  qo^sU^'B 
from  voting,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  predicated  on  the  fiict  that  ove 
member  of  the  House  (and  perhaps  others  mrgfat 
be)  was  the  proprietor  of  certain  of  the  pomie 
stock,  which  rs  allowed  to  be  paid  in«  in  pert,  on 
accoont  of  shares  to  be  subscribed  to  the  bank. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  FrsK,  of  New 
York,  and  Mr.  FutDLsr,  of  P^nsylvania ;  by 
whom  it  was  contended  that  the  role  of  the  House 
in  this  respect  was  sufficiently  operative  wtihooc 
ibis  aid.  It  wair  supported  by  the  mover,  and  by 
Mr.  Waho,  and  Mr.  Fabrow. 

The  ^oesriott  on  laying  the  bill  eir  the  table, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — for  laying  the 
bill  on  the  table  08,  against  it  104,  as  foRows: 

Y»Ae— Messw.  Bayfiee  of  Messadkasetti,  Bayly  of 
Vifginia)  Bigeiew,  Boyd,  Aradbnty,  Breekemidge.  mg>- 
haaik  Caperton,  CiMmaion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Coxa,  Cal* 
paper,  Davenport,  Daves  of  IfassaOuiastls^  Davall,  Ely, 
Farrow,  Gaston,  GsaMsaor,  Hale,  Hhisoo,  Hendaa 
son,  Hnlbert,  IngersoU,  Jackson  of  RklMle  lalaarii  KeM 
of  New  Yoik,  Lmr,  Lewis,(  Lwetl^  MarhsUt,  Miliar, 
Moseley^  OMitfi  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pottsiv 
John  Reed,  Williaa  Rerd,  Rnggles,  Hehnwiinan,  Shsl^ 
fey,  Sherwood,  Slaymakar,  Stanford,  Stockteo,  Staarl, 
Stniges,  Thompson,  Yose,  Ward  of  MasMchnsstts^ 
Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Maa- 
sachnsetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andenan,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Baid,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Botler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Gannon, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Cod- 
ard,  Crawford,  Crsighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Daos, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  DenoyeUes,  Desha,  Earie,  J?r- 
ans,  Findley,  Pisk  of  Yermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Oeddes,  Gholson,  Gissgow, 
Goordin,  GriiBn,  Hall,  Hanris,  Hasbronck,  Hawss» 
Hawkins,  Hopkma  of  Kantncky,  Howell,  Hubbard, 
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Hmaplireysy  Ingham,  Irving,  Lrwin,  Jaekaon  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Ken- 
nedy, Kant  of  Maiyland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn, 
King  of  Maaaachnaetta,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
ferta,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Moore^  Murfree,  Nelion,  Newton,  Orma- 
1^»  Parker,  Pickena,  Pleaaanta,  Rea  of  PennvyWuiia, 
Rhea  of  Tenneiaee,  Rich,  Ringgoid,  Robertaon,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shipherd;  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pennayivania,  Strong,  Taggart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
&ir.  Troop,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  Williama, 
Wilaon  of  Pennaylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  queation  waa  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  The  yeas  and  nays  thereon  stood — yeas 
81,  nays  80,  as  follows : 

YsAa— Meaara.  Alexattder»  Alaton,  Anderaon,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bamett,  Bines^  Bradl^,  Brown,  Cald- 
well, Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenln,  Comstock, 
Conard,  Craighton,  Crouch,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  BaviB  of 
Pennaylvania,  Denoyellea,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Gholaon,  Goardin,  Griffin,  Harris,  Haabrouck, 
Hawes,  Hawkina,  Hopkina  of  Kentucky,  Hnbbard, 
IngenK>ll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboain,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefierta,  Lowndea,  Lyle,  McCo^,  McKee,  McLean, 
Montgomeiy,  Moore,  Mnriree,  Nelaon,  Ormaby,  Par- 
ker, Pickena,  Pleaaanta,  Rea  of  Pennaylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tenneaaee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tan- 
nehiU,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bard,  Bayliea  of  Maaaachnaetta, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Breckeitfidge,  Bngham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Crawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davia  of  Massachu- 
aett,  Desha,  Ely,  Evana,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddea, 
Glasgow,  Groavenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Henderaon, 
Howell,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Maaaachuaetta,  Law, 
Lewia,  Lovett,  Macon,  McKim,  Miller,  Moaeley,  Mar- 
kell,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pearaon,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pot- 
ter, John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rugglea,  Schureman, 
Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipberd,  Slaymaker,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturgea,  Taggait,  Thompaon, 
Voae,  Wai^  of  Maaaacbusetta,  Webater,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  Wilaon  of  Maasachuaetta,  and  Winter. 

The  state  of  the  vote  having  been  declared — 

The  Spbakbb  (Mr.  Crbyeb,  of  South  Carolina,) 

rose.    After  adverting  to  the  rule  of  the  House, 

which  makes  it  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Speaker 

to  Yote  in  two  cases,  of  which  this  was  one,  he 

Sroceeded  to  assign  briefly  the  reasons  which  in- 
uenced  him  to  vote  against  the  bill.  He  noticed 
the  opinions  expressed  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
for  and  af^inst  the  measure ;  and  declared  -  his 
own  conviction  that  the  bill  proposed  a  danger- 
ous, unexampled,  and,  he  might  afmost  say,  a  dea- 
perate  resort.  He  cursorily  examined  the  three 
Tiews  in  which  the  passage  of  the  bill  had  been  ad- 
Tocated,  namely,  as  calculated  to  resuscitate  public 
credit;  to  establi:»h  a  circulating  medium ;  and  to 
afford  the  ways  and  means  fur  the  support  of  the 
Gh>yernment.  He  delivered,  with  even  more  than 
his  usual  eloquence  and  impressiveness,  his  opin* 
ions  of  these  sereral  points,  and  concluded  with 
13th  Ooir.  3d  Sxss. — 33  * 


expressing  his  solemn  belief,  that  neither  of  these 
purposes  would  be  answered  by  the  bill.  He  de- 
nied that  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  demanded 
by  the  safety  of  the  nation;  but  intimated  his 
opinion  that  a  National  Bank  bill  might  be  framed, 
by  which  the  avowed  objects  of  the  present  bill 
might  be  accomplished,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
would  unite  a  majority  in  its  favor.  Although 
(he  vote  was  painful  to  him  to  give,  he  was  there- 
fore obliged  to  vote  in  the  negative. 

The  Speakbr^b  vote  having  produced  an  equality 
of  votes,  he  declared  the  decision  of  the  House  to 
be,  that  the  bill  should  not  pass. 

So  the  bill  is  rejected. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Geoi^ia,  who  had  voted  against 
the  bill,  then  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
just  taken.  He  said  he  was  oppoiied  to  this  bill, 
and  should  be  opposed  to  any  bill  for  the  establish- 
nsent  of  a  National  Bank;  but  be  was  willing  that 
his  friends  should  have  an  opportunity  of  giving 
such  a  shape  to  a  bill  on  that  subject,  as  should 
unite  the  votes  of  all  who  were  friendly  on  prin« 
eiple  to  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank. 

The  question  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
having  been  stated  from  the  Chair — a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

ToESDAT,  January  3, 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
Abibl  Wood,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Fisk,  o(  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  taxing 
certain  manufactures,  reported  in  favor  of  an 
agreement  to  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
except  that  one  which  proposed  a  tax  of  eight  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  umbrellas  or  parasols. 
This  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  New  York  on  that 
subject,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States;  which  was  twice  reM,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Naval 
Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  cer- 
tain naval  officers  therein  named,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  it  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  traosmittiog  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  'Treasury,  of  the  proceedings 
under  the  act  for  laying  out  the  great  western 
road — Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  furniture 
tax  bill,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  a  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  to  reject  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
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■eribers  to  the  Bsnk  of  the  UnUed  States  of 
America. 

[Od  this  motion  there  arose  a  desultory  but 
yery  ioterestiog  debate,  which  occupied  the  House 
from  12  to  about  5  o'clock.  We  must  conteot 
ourselves  with  very  briefly  statiog  the  several 
grounds  taken  by  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other. — Editors,'] 

Mr.  HaLL,  of  Georgia,  commenced  the  debate 
by  assigning  the  reasons  which  had  influenced 
bim  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  question  ; 
which  were,  generally,  that  though  he  was  and 
should  continue  to  be  opposed  to  any  bank  that 
could  be  established,  unless  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  yet  the  state  of  the  vote  of  last  night 
Kaye  him  reason  to  believe  that  some  plan  might 
be  adopted  to*  meet  the  views  of  what  was  evi- 
dently a  majority  of  the  House  on  that  subjeet. 
He  therefore  proposed,  if  the  vote  should  be  re- 
ttonsidered,  to  call  up  the  proposition  laid  upon 
the  table  by  him  some  time  ago,  respecting  an 
issue  of  Treasurif  notes,  and  to  move  its  reference, 
together  with  this  bill,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means ;  that,  froiin  a  combination  of  the  prin- 
etples  of  both,  some  measure  might  be  adopted 
which  would  subserve  the  public  interest.  He 
called  upon  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  in  an  im- 
pressive manner,  to  rally  themselves  around  the 
public  good,  to  sacrifice  to  each  other  a  little  of 
their  own  opinion,  in  order  to  serve  the  nation. 
Having  to  contend  not  only  with  a  foreign  enemy, 
but  with  internal  traitors,  it  was  high  time,  in- 
stead of  putting  themselves  into  the  hands  of 
merchants  and  men  who  are  determined,  if  they 
eoold,  to  crush  the  present  Administration,  to 
draw  on  the  real,  solid  resources  of  the  nation,  &c. 
Mr.  H.  took  occasion  to  express  his  disgust  at  the 
attempt,  twice  repeated,  which  he  had  witnessed, 
to  prevent  an  individual  from  voting,  because  he 
had  lent  money  to  the  Qovernment  or  held  Gov- 
ernmentsecurity(meaningMr.lNGBR80LL«)  Such 

Proceedings,  he  said,  made  his  blood  run  cold. 
*hey  required  the  friends  of  the  Government  to 
unite,  to  beware  how  they  act,  instead  of  aiding 
those  whose  only  object  was  to  defeat  every  act 
calculated  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  d^c. 

Mr.  Albzandbr,  of  Ohio,  made  a  few  general 
remarks  as  to  the  readiness  with  which  he  should 
approach  this  question  to  reconsider  what  bad 
been  denounced  as  a  rash,  desperate,  and  destruc- 
tive measure.  His  remarks  were  evidently  in- 
tended to  reflect  on  the  observations  with  which 
the  Speaker  had  on  the  preceding  evening  pre- 
faced his  vote.  He  should  feel  no  pain,  he  said, 
when  acting  from  his  own  choice,  in  giving  a 
vote  which  was  to  destroy  a  ruinous  measure ;  be 
should  rather  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  giving 
such  a  vote,  and  not  complain  that  he  did  it  with 
paioi  dbc. 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  favored  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  bill,  in  the  hope  that,  when  re- 
considered, it  would  be  recommitted,  and  its 
features  chaaeed.  He  had  voted  for  it  in  its  pre- 
sent shape  with  much  reluctance;  he  had  so 
voted,  however,  because  he  believed  the  taxes 
GOQld  not  be  paid  by  the  people  unless  they  were 


aided  by  the  establishment  of  a  medium  of  gen- 
eral circulation,  &c*  He  did  not  believe,  in  its 
present  shape,  that  the  bill  would  pans ;  but  he 
did  believe  it  might  be  so  modified  as  to  meet  the 
views  of  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Inqbrsoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  be  should 
vote  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  btH,  because  he 
was  of  the  same  opinion  to-day  that  he  was  yes- 
terday. He  was  not  tenacious  as  to  the  plan 
of  it,'but  a  National  Bank  he  belieyed  to  be  in- 
dispensable, &c.  He  took  occasion  to  remarik, 
in  allusion  to  the  observation  of  Mr.  Hall,  that 
although  he,  with  several  other  gentlemen  of  the 
House,  possessed  a  small  interest  in  the  public 
stock,  he  had  no  idea  that  it  could  disquality  him 
or  any  one  else  from  voting  on  this  question,  any 
more  than  oa  the  tax  or  any  other  revenue  or  loan 
bills,  dbc. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  said  be  should 
vote  against  reconsideration  ;  for,  although  he  had 
of  late  uniformly  entertained  the  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  convenient  and  expedient  to  establish 
a  National  Bank,  he  as  firmly  believed  that  there 
was  no  delegated  power  in  Congress  to  establish 
such  a  bank.  He  had  given  sueh  votes  as  he 
thought  calculated  to  improve  or  perfect  the  va* 
rioQs  bilU  before  the  House,  but  be  must  e? est* 
oally  vote  agaiifst  any  bank.  Mr.  M.  concladed 
his  examination  of  this  qaestion  by  exprewmg 
the  opinion  that  Treasury  notes  would  circulate 
and  obtain  as  good  a  credit  as  the  notes  of  the 
bank  proposed  to  be  established;  and  to  those 
the  nation  must,  he  believed^  at  last  resort,  dbc. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  was  in  favor  of 
reconsideration,  and  made  an  animated  appeal  to 
those  who  were  friendly  to  the  establishment  of 
a  bank,  and  yet  had  opposed  this  bill  because  the 
details  did  not  exactly  meet  their  views.  He 
called  upon  them  to  sacrifice  their  particular  pre> 
judices,  and  not  prostrate  the  public  interest  at 
the  shrine  of  their  own  pride  or  independence  of 
opinion.  Scarcely  any  subject,  he  said,  could 
come  before  the  House,  in  re^rd  to  which  gea- 
ilemen  might  not  urge  that  there  were  certain  of 
the  detaib  which  did  not  meet  their  approbation, 
and  for  which  they  could  not  vote.  This  bill  had 
been  called  a  desperate,  a  dangerous  measure,  ft 
might  be  so,  Mr.  R.  said ;  but,  from  the  nettle 
danm  we  frequently  pluck  the  flower  safety. 
Nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  than  the  very 
situation  in  which  we  now  are;  which  could  sot 
be  worsted  even  by  the  failure  of  the  novel  ex- 
periment which  this  bill  had  been  pronounced  to 
be,  dbc. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  said  be  should 
vote  against  reconsideration.  Believing  no  good 
could  result  from  further  attempts  to  unite  con- 
flicting opinions  on  this  subject;  he.was  in  favor 
of  putting  it  to  rest,  and  letting  the  responsibility 
rest  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  haa  twice  al- 
ready defeated  the  bill,  dbc. 

Mr.  DuvALi«,  of  Kentucky,  in  advocating  a  re- 
consideration, called  upon  those  who  had  refused 
to  sacrifice  their  individual  opinions,  to  remember 
the  sacrifices  made  by  those  of  their  own  party, 
and  to  exhibit  that  liberality  and  spirit  of  mmuai 
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toneesHoto,  without  irfawii  there  could  be  no  !»>> 
fftslttiooi  H«  helkred  there  wfts  e  decided  fflii'- 
j6ritY  in  the  Hoase  In  ftvor  of  a  Netiooal  Bftflk, 
mn4  he  entreated  gebtleraen  to  consent  to  recom- 
nitment,  to  make  one  ia»t  effort  to  sate  the  siok- 
tag  credit  of  the  country,  &c.  He  dwett  at  some 
length  on  the  absurdity  of  every  man  in  a  public 
body  cHngiDg  to  his  own  opinion  as  the  standard 
of  perfection.  Unless  men  yield  occasionally 
iheir  particular  opinions  on  minor  points  and 
mere  matters  of  detail,  no  majority  could  erer 
be  obtained  in  faror  of  any  particular  measure. 
He  had  thus  yielded  his  opinions  w^en  he  voted 
for  this  bill,  and  he  hoped  a  snfficient  number 
would  now  do  so  to  obtam  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Gholbon,  of  Virginia,  conjured  gentlemen 
to  put  an  end  to  debate,  and' to  act.  While  they 
were  debating,  the  Army  was  suffering  for  the 
wunt  of  necessary  supplies;  the  nation  was  suf- 
fering ai  every  point.  He  entreated  gentlemen 
to  permit  the  question  to  ht  taken. 

Mr.  HAWCiNd.  of  Kentucky,  addressing  him- 
•elf  to  the  majority  of  the  House,  exhorted  them 
to  anile,  and  no  longer  suffer  themselves  to  be 
driven  from  ground  to  ground,  from  shift  to  shift, 
hj  the  pertinacity  of  a  minority  who  openly  dis- 
avowed anv  responsibility  for  the  failure  of  mea- 
sores  which  they  were  frequently  the  means  of 
thwarting.  He  adverted  to  the  majority  which 
a  day  or  two  ago  had  appeared  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  who  had  been  driven  from  their  ground  by 
the  pertinacity  of  the  minority,  in  violation  of 
the  usages  and  decorum  of  legislation,  &c.  He 
appealed  also  to  the  liberality  of  those  opposed 
to  this  bill  on  mere  points  of  detail,  whether  an 
opportunity  ought  not  to  be  afforded  to  those  who 
were  friendly  to  the  principle  to  try  this  question 
again.  He  dwelt  with  much  emphasis  on  the 
weight  of  responsibility  attaching  to  every  one 
who  voted  on  this  question,  and  the  propriety  of 
allowing  them  to  vote  again,  on  a  vote  on  which 
the  House  ^as  equally  divided,  aAer  having  an 
opportunity  since  to  reflect  on  it. 

Mr.  PfiARSON  expressed  himself  fkvorably  to- 
wards a  National  Bank,  but  as  strongly  opposed 
to  the  bill  now  before  the  House,  the  vote  on 
which  he  would  not  consent  to  reconsider,  lest 
the  bill  might  then  pass,  though  he  was  willing 
to  suspend  the  rule  of  the  House  forbidding  a  bill 
once  rejected  to  be  originated  anew,  so  as  to  give 
an  opportunity  to  obtain  the  establishment  of  a 
bank  on  proper  banking  principles,  &c. 

Mr.  PiSK,  of  New  York,  said  the  veryimport* 
ance  of  this  bill  was  a  reason  why  a  question, 
decided  as  it  had  been,  should  be  reconsidered; 
that,  if  a  majority  should  not  favor  its  passage 
in  its  present  shape,  it  might  be  put  in  such  a 
form  as  should  insure  it  the  support  of  a  major- 
ity. The  proposal  of  the  gentleman  who  prece- 
ded him,  to  dispense  with  the  role,  he  considered 
as  more  objectionable  by  far,  than  the  practice  of 
reconsidering  a  vote. 

Mr.  PoftBYTH,  of  Georgia,  at  some  length, 
warmly  contended  for  the  reconsideration  of  the 
bill,  avowing  himself  still  friendly  to  it,  in  pref- 
erence to  any  other  plan  which  could  be  proposed. 


Mr.  CALRocm  was  in  favor  of  reconsideratioa 
of  the  bill,  but  on  differeat  grounds  from  Mr. 
FoRSTTH.  He  was  and  should  continue  opposed 
to  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Qaston,  Mr.  Ci^LPfiPER,  Mr.  Webster, 
and  Mr.  Grosvenor,  expressed  themselves  friend- 
ly to  a  National  Bank  on  the  principles  they  have 
heretofore  advocated,  but  decidedly  opposed  to 
this,  and  therefore  determined  to  vote  against  re- 
considering it,  though  they  were  willing  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  forbidding  future  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania*  advocated  re- 
consideration of  the  bill,  on  the  grounds  of  par- 
tiality to  the  form  of  the  present  bill,  which  be 
examined  and  supported  by  a  train  of  argument 
going  to  exhibit  its  particular  merits. 

Mr.  Hall  then  said  he  had  made  his  motioa 
with  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  compromise  of  con- 
flicting opinions,  and  a  modification  of  the  pres- 
ent bill,  fiut,  finding  its  friends  so  wedded  to  It 
as  to  attempt  to  foA^e  it  through  the  House,  he 
withdrew  bis  motion  for  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Webster  took  this  opportunity  to  lay  upon 
the  table  the  following  resolution : 

Retohtdy  That  the  role  of  the  House  which  pre- 
vents a  subject  once  acted  upon  from  being  acted  upon 
again  daring  the  same  session,  be  suspended  until  oth- 
erwise ordered. 

Mr.  McKiM  renewed  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  Bank  bill ;  not  from  any  intentioa 
to  change  his  vote,  but  from  a  disposition  to  ac- 
commodate his  friends  on  a  question  of  so  much 
magnitude. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  opposed,  and  Mr. 
Newton,  of  Virginia,  advocated  the  reconsider- 
ation— the  one,  on  grounds  of  unabated  hostility 
to  the  present  bill ;  the  other  from  a  disposition 
to  afford  the  utmost  latitude  to  the  consideration 
of  a  subject  so  highly  important  to  the  nation. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  at  length 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays. — For  reconsideration 
107,  against  it  54,  as  follows:  * 

Tbas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Ave- 

S,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
otier,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
BoyeUes,  Duvall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Pidt 
of  New  Tork,  Forney,  For^th,  Franklin,  Geddes, 
CHiidson,  Glasgow,  Oourdin,  Griflin,  Hanson,  Harris, 
Hasbrottck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingeisoll,  ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
win, Jackson,  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kent  of  M  aryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
KilbouRi,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  Mc- 
Klm,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stockton,  Strong,  Tamiehill,  Taylor,  Teliidr, 
Troop,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsyivania,  Wmtcr,  Wood,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brack- 
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floridge,  BrighaiB,  Caperton,  Cbampioo,  Cilley,  Clop- 
ton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpepor,  Davenport,  Davit  of  M  as- 
aadmaettt,  Ely,  Gaaton,  Groevenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hen* 
demn,  Howell,  Holbert,  Jackeon  of  Rhode  bland, 
Johnion  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  King  of  Maaeachv- 
■etts.  Law,  Macon,  Miller,  Moseley,  Peanon,  Picker- 
ing, Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Ragglee, 
Sdinreman,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Slaymaker,  Stanford, 
Stnrgea,  Taggart,  Thompion,  Voee,  Ward  of  Maaia- 
choietts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of 
Massadmnetts. 

And  the  question  being  again  stated — ^^  Shall 
the  bill  pass?"— 

Mr.  McKee  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a 
select  committee,  and  presented  liis  view  of  the 
change  which  he  conceived  ought  to  be  made  in 
its  provisions. 

Mr.  BoTLBR,  of  Vermont,  supported  this  mo- 
tion, and  in  a  speech  of  some  length  exhibited  his 
views  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  opposed  the  recommitment  with 
much  zeal  and  eloquence,  on  grounds  of  prefer- 
ence to  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  his  opin- 
ions generally  in  hostility  to  the  establishmeot  of 
any  bank  at  this  time,  aud  in  opposition  to  any 
compromise. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  advocated  the  recommitment, 
principally  on  the  ground  of  opposition  to  that 
feature  or  the  bill  which  requires  the  bank  to 
make  a  loan  to  Qoveroment — which  be  believed 
at  once  superfluous  and  inexpedient. 

Mr.  Oaklet  and  Mr.  Stockton  advocated  re- 
commitment with  earnestness  and  ability,  in  order 
to  procure  a  modification  of  the  details.  If  mod- 
ified, as  they  believed  it  might  be,  they  pledged 
themselves  to  vote  for  the  bank  bill,  and  expressed 
their  opinion  that  in  that  vote  thev  would  be 
joined  by  a  majority  of  their  political  friends. 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays.  For  recommitment  89,  against 
it  71^ as  follows: 

VsA»— Messrs.  Bard,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massadra- 
■ett^  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Batler,  Caperton,  Cal- 
honn,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Coz, 
Crawford,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Fanow,  Findley, 
Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Groeve- 
nor, Hale,  Hanson,  Hasbronck,  Hawes^  Henderson, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Homphreys,  Hulb^ 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  Tork,  Kershaw, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller, 
Montgomeiy,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Rng- 
gles,  Schnreman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shefley,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton, White,  WUcox,  Wilson  of  Massachosetts,  Win- 
ter, and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andereon,  Archer, 
Avery,  Bines,  Brown,  Bnrwell,CaIdwell,Cannon,Chap- 

e>ll,Clem1enin,Comstock,  Conard,Creighton,Cuthbert, 
avis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Gourdin, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  LigersoU,  Ing- 


ig,  Irwin,  ii 

Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilbonm, 
King  of  Massachosetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LaP 
ferts,  Lyle,  Maeon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 
Mnrfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants^ 
Rea  of  Penn^lvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ridi,  Ring- 
gold, Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telftir,  Troop,  Udree,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of  Pennsylvsnia,  and  Yancey. 

And  it  was  determined  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  select  committee  of  seven  members. 

Messrs.  McKbb,  Findlbt,  Stockton,  Pitkin, 
Taylor,  Cdthbbrt,  and  Yancey,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. 


Wednesday,  January  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbnninqs^  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  hj 
him  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  the  same  being  modi- 
fied, was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Retclvta^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Executive  authorities  of  the  sev- 
eral Slates  and  Territories  of  the  United  States 
respectively,  by  law,  to  apprehend,  secure,  ana 
deliver  to  the  Uoverument,  for  the  time  being,  of 
any  Territory  of  the  United  States,  or  his  agent, 
any  fugitive  or  fugitives  from  justice,  upon  de- 
mand being  made  of  the  Executive  authority  of 
any  such  State  or  Territory,  to  which  such  fugi- 
tive or  fugitives  shall  have  fled,  and  upon  pro- 
ducing an  indictment  found,  or  an  affidavit  made 
before  a  competent  officer,  charging  the  person 
80  demanded  with  having  committed  treason, 
felony,  or  other  crime,  within  the  jurisdiction  or 
the  said  Territory  from  which  he  so  fled;  and 
what  amendments,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  the 
act  or  acts  respecting  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  masters. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  "  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties 
on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  exclusively 
for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches:"  The  Senate  recede  from  their  first 
amendment  proposed  to  the  bill  ''to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit. 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States;"  and  they  insist  on  that  part  of  their  fifth 
amendment  to  the  said  bill  to  which  this  House 
have  disagreed. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  furniture  tax 
bilL  recommended  a  disagreement  to  the  same; 
ana  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  they  were 
accordingly  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Tboup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  Ordnance  department;  which 
wa»  twice  read,  and  committed. 


1038 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS- 


1034 


Jaihjaht,  1815. 


hUercoune  with  the  Enemiy, 


H.  OP  R. 


The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  proride  for  leasing 
lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  amendments  of'  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
taxing  certain  manufactures,  were  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  afterwards  in  the 
House.  Those  amendments  which  go  to  exempt 
"  pig  iron"  from  taxation,  and  add  <*'  umbrellas 
and  parasols,"  were  disagreed  to,  and  the  others 
were  agreed  to. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with 
the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  under- 
went a  considerable  discussion,  until  late  in  the 
day,  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  January  5. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  an- 
nouDcing  their  recession  from  all  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  laying  duties  on  certain  manu- 
factures, except  so  much  as  proposes  to  lay  a 
duty  of  eight  per  cent,  on  all  umbrellas  and  para- 
sols above  the  value  of  two  dollars. 

Mr.  FiSK.  of  New  York,  stated  that  the  prin- 
cipal difficulty  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  assenting  to  this  amendment,  had  been 
a  doubt  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  Senate, 
to  propose  new  taxes.  As  this  was  a  question 
which  he  believed  had  never  been  decided;  and 
as  the  tax  was  in  itself  unimportant,  he  moved 
that  the  House  insist  on  its  disagreement  to  this 
amendment.    This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  also  determined  to  insist  on  disa- 
greement to  a  part  of  of  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  to  the  furniture  tax  bill,  and  to  ask  of  the 
Senate  a  conference  on  that  bill. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  for  preventing  intercourse  with  the  enemv. 
[This  is  a  bill  containing  ample  and  energetic 
provisions,  for  preventing  the  treasonable  inter- 
course, which  has  recently  prevailed  to  so  great 
an  extent  on  our  northern  borders,  and  elsewhere.] 
The  few  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  having  been  agreed  to — 

Mr.  Grosvenor  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth 
section  of  the  bill ;  which  is  as  follows : 

8bc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  Col- 
lector of  the  CostcMBs  shall  have  authority  to  appoint, 
within  his  district,  such  number  of  inspectors  of  the 
customs  as  he  shall  judge  neoessaiy,  who  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  officers  of  the  customs:  Protidedy  hoW' 
ever.  That  it  shall  be  discretionary  with  the  Secie- 
laiy  of  the  Treasury,  what  number  of  sudi  inipeeton 
shall  be  paid  for  their  services  by  the  lespectivs  collect- 
ors, out  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
eaid  inipeetors,  before  they  enter  upon  the  dntiss  of 
their  offices,  shall  take  and  sabscribe  befoie  the  col- 
lectors ai^inting  them,  or  before  some  magistrate 
within  their  respective  districts,  authorized  by  law  to 
administer  oaths,  the  following  oath  or  affirmatioD,  to 
wit:  I,  —^  having  been  appointed  an  inspector  of 


the  customs,  within  and  for  the  district  of  -^,  do 
solemnly,  sincerely,  and  trolv  swear,  or  affirm,  (as  the 
case  may  be,)  that  I  will  diligently  and  faithfully  exe- 
cute the  duties  of  the  said  office  of  inspector,  and  wiQ 
use  my  best  endeavors  to  prevent  and  detect  frauds 
and  violations  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States; 
I  fhrther  swear,  or  affirm,  that  I  will  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  an  extended  debate, 
in  which  many  gentlemen  partook,  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — for  tne  motion  51,  against 
it  85,  as  follows : 

YsAS^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Caperton,  Champion,  CiUey, 
Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Farrow, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howell, 
Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  Tork, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  RugglM, 
Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  Yorii, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Stuiges,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wiloox. 

Naxs— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ardi- 
er,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bsrd,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Denoyelles,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  HumptueyB, 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefots,  Lyle^ 
Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moor^  Murfree, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Peniu^lvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "cus- 
toms," in  the  4th  line  of  the  5th  section,  these 
words:  *^for  whom,  in  the  execution  of  their  trust 
such  Collector  shall  be  answerable;"  which  mo- 
tion,  after  debate,  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 62,  nays  74,  as  follows  : 

TkAs— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigebw,  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 
perton, Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Duvall, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hawee, 
Henderson,  Howell,  Hulbert,  Johnson  of  Virffinia. 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  MarkeU,  MiUer,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Osk- 
JS?' .P**"*^*  f  «S?^*»»  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed, 
Wdliam  Reed,  Ruggles,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Slay- 
maker.  Smith  of  New  Tork,  Stanibfd,  Stockton,  StusrI; 
Stnrges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messis.  Alexander,  Abton,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Burwell,  CaldweU,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chi^ 
pell,  Clendenin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conaid,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dono- 
yelles,  Dmha,  Barle,  Evans,  Findiey,  Fisk  of  Vermont 
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Fiik  of  New  Yodc  Fern^,  FffanUin,  GholiM,  QIm0- 
few,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hafi,  H«irif*  QMbroqckt  Hob- 
h$ri»  Inifii^mf  Irring,  £«nn^j,  iUa(  of  MMyifui^, 
KasTi  KeniiAW,  KHbown,  King  of  Noith  CaroUmt, 
LeffivU,Iorl6,  McCoy,  MeKin,  Moon,  Mur&e^  Now- 
ton,  Parker,  Pickenf,  Pleeeaota,  Re«  of  PenaayWenU, 
Bbea  of  TenaefMe,  Ricli«  Ringgold,  8ege,  Sejber^ 
Sheip,  Smith  of  Pennnlvwaf  Tannobill,  TeUeir, 
Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Penn^Wania,  and 
Yancey. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massacbusett?,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  said  fifth  section  of  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  words  '^  officers  hball,"  the  follow* 
ing  words:  "give  bonds  with  securitiea  to  tb« 
satisfaction  of  the  collectors  appointiog  them,  for 
the  true  and  faithful  execution  oi  their  oiGice,and ;" 
— which  motioD  was  determiued  in  the  negative. 
The  sixth  section  of  the  bill  is  as  follows : 
axc.«.  AndUiifurtitrmaeiedy  Thai  any  Qoliacfr* 
oc,  naval  officer,  sorv^jpor,  or  inspector,  when  proceed- 
iBg  to  make  any  aearch  or  aeianre,  aitthwiiad  by  Ihia 
act,  be  and  is  hereby  empowered  to  command  any 
penon  who  shall  be  preaent,  lo  aid  and  aasist  .anch  oA- 
ear  in  the  dis<^arge  and  paffarmanceof  hia  duty  lliere- 
in;  and  if  any  perMMi,  being  so  commanded,  ahali 
neglect  or  r^oae  to  aid  and  assist  such  officer  in  mak* 
ing  such  aeaich  or  aeisuve,  the  person  so  negleetu^g  or 
leAming  shall  fiofeit  and  pay  a  anm  not  exoeeding  two 
hwidiiad  doUaKa,  and  noiJesa  than  fifty  doUais.  And 
nneh  oftcer  may  alao  demand  »  oaaea  where  il  may 
beeome  neccisa^,  Ike  assiatance  of  the  nwrshal  ef  the 
dteicttOr  anv  of  Ua  depuitisa,  who  shaU  call  ujpon  the 
ps«»  of  the  district,  if  necesaaxy,  in  hia  or  thesr  jndg* 
ment,  te  rendcK  dectnal  the  execntion  of  thia  act;  and 
ail  dtixana  or  inhabilanls  of  the  diakrict,  above  the  age 
ai  ai^teen  years,  and  able  to  tmvel,  who  refnae  or 
Baglofit.  on  proper  notioe  from  Ike  manhal,  or  any  of 
hia  deputies,  to  join  such  poaae,  shaM  bo  ooasidored 
guilty  of  a  nkdemeanor,  and  be  tiahle  to  be  fined  in 
any  aum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  doUan,  and  be 
imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  months. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stookton,  to 
amend  the  said  section,  by  inserting  the  word 
"if,^^  after  the  words  '< enacted  that;"  by  inaert- 
ing  after  the  word  "  inspector,"  where  it  first  oc- 
curs, the  words  "  shall  be  resisted  or  obstructed ;" 
and  by  inserting  after  the  word  ^'act,''  where  it 
occurs  the  first  time,  the  words  '*  be  shall."  This 
motion  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  ^, 
^ys  78,  as  follows : 

YxAft^Meavs.  Bayliea  of  Maasachuaetta,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Boydt  Bradbury,  Broekenzidge,  Brigham, 
Capeiton,  Champion,  GdJley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Pnvenport,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Groavenor,  Hale,  Ilea* 
deraon,  Howell,  Hulhart,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kant  of  New  York,Klng  ofMaaaackuaatta,  Law,  Lewia, 
Lov«tt»  MarkeU.  MiUcK,  Meseley,  Pickering,  PHkin, 
Potter.  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Shecwood*  SUy^ 
makan  dmilh  of  N.  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuzgea, 
Taggart,  Thompaon^  Voae,  Ward  of  MaaaachuaetU, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wiloogc,  Wdaon  of  Mosaachnaena> 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderaon,  Ax* 
char,  Barbour,  Bard,  BametA,  Bnwen,  Brawn,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Gannon,  Chappell, 
Clendeain,  Ciawfoid,  Creighlon,  Crouch,  Cothhert, 
Davia  ol  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Barle,  Evana, 
Famw,  Findiey,  Fisk  of  Vermool,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Fosaey>  Forsyth^  Ghalaon,  GUagow*  GouidiB>  (kiffin. 


Haa,  Haabeoqck,  Hawaa,  Habbard,  Hamplima,  Inger* 
soil,  Irving,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Johnaon  af  &eBtncky» 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryl'd,  Kerr,  Kerahaw,  Kilboafn» 
King  of  North  Carolina,  LeiSerta,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKim,  Moore,  Murfiee,  Nelaon,  Newton,  Onpaby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Reaof  Pennsylvanie,  Rhaa 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertaon,  Sage,  8ev- 
bert.  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pensylvania,  Tannehill,  Telfoi^ 
Udree,  WiUiama,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Yancey. 

Mr.  Stockton  moved  to  amend  the  eighth 
section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  these  worda: 
'*  try  and  determine  the  facts  and  the  law  in  such 
action  in  the  manner  as  if  the  same  had  beeo 
there  originally  commenced,  the  judgment  in  such 
case  notwithstanding;"  and  to  insert,  "reveraa 
or  affirm  the  said  judgment,  according  to  law." 
Which  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative^- 
yeas  52,  nays  71,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bayliea  of  Maasachnaetta,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Champion,  CiUey,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Onipeper, 
Davenport,  Davia  of  Maasachuaetta,  Ely,  Gaalon,  Gna* 
venor.  Hale,  Henderson,  Howell,  HnJbert,  Jaekaon  ef 
Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Yoik,  King  of 
Maasachuaetta,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Mark«U»  MiUer, 
Moseley,  Nelaon,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pott«r, 
John  Reed,  Rugglea,  Sheifey,  Sherwood,  S^maker* 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturgea,  Thompaoa,  Voaat  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  aM 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Navs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Averv,  Barbour,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown* 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clendenin,  Con- 
ard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana* 
Davii  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Evans,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Gholson,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harria,  Hawea,  Hub- 
bard, Humphreys,  Irving,  Jaekaon  of  Virginia,  John- 
aon, of  Virginia,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maty- 
land,  Kerr,  Kershaw^  Kilbouni,  King  of  North  Caraltaa« 
Lefierta,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Moore,  Newtom  Onna- 
by,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyhania, 
Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertaon, 
Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tanne> 
hill,  Udree,  WUliams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  a«d 
Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  King,  of  Maasa- 
chusetts,  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section  of  the 
bill,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  following: 

And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  if  any  officer  or 
other  person,  executing  or  aiding  or  aasisting  in  any 
seizure  under  this  act,  shall  be  sued  or  molested  for 
anything  done  in  yirtue  of  the  powers  given  by  diis  act^ 
or  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  granted  by  any  jndge  or  joa- 
tioe,  pursuant  to  law,  such  officer  or  other  persoD  amy 
plead  the  general  isaue,  and  give  thia  act  wad  the  i^ 
cial  matter  in  evidence;  and  tf  in  such  suit  the  plaintiS' 
is  nonauitad,  or  judgment  paaaed  against  bun,  the  da* 
fondant  ahall  recover  double  ooata.  And  when  any 
proaacation  ahall  be  commenced  on  account  of  any 
aeiattte  under  this  act,  and  judgment  ahall  be  given  for 
the  claimant  or  claimants,  if  it  diall  appear  to  the  conit 
before  whom  aueh  prosecution  ahall  be  tried  that  thaie 
was  laaaonable  cauae  of  aaiauro,  the  said  eoart  sbal 
causa  a  proper  eertifieate  of  enti^  to  be  aaa^s  tharaef, 
and  in  aadi  caae  Ike  daimaat  or  elaimanta  diail  not 
be  entitled  to  coata,  nor  ahall  the  paraonv^omadatlM 
aeixave,  or  the  pvoaeeator,  be  liable  to  a 
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^on  Meovntof  sudi  wtimn  aad  pioMcntion : 
>!roM4M  Thstth«  propeit^or  aitklct  Mixed  and  held 
bj  the  pfoeecaler  or  penon  miJung  the  eeiiare,  be, 
after  judgneot,  forthwith  xetumed  to  such  daimaiit  or 
daimante,  bis,  heiv  or  their  agent  or  ageota :  Andpro^ 
videdf  That  no  action  or  proeecution  shaU  be  main- 
tained in  any  caae  under  this  act,  anlees  the  same  BhaU 
have  been  commenced  within  one  year  next  after  the 
penalty  or  ibrfeiture  waa  incorred. 

And  the  qaeacioD  beioif  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negfttive. 

A  notion  was  made  by  Mr.  King,  of  Mabaa- 
eboaetti,  to  strike  out  the  twelfth  section  of  the 
said  bill,  which  is  ae  follows : 

Sac.  18.  And  heitfiuiher  enaeUd,  That  it  shaH  be 
lawlbl  for  tiie  President  of  the  United  States,  or  saeh 
other  person  as  he  shaH  have  empowered  for  that  pvrw 
peee,  to  employ,  ander  proper  iastrnetioaa  to  be  by  him 
gmn,  anoh  part  of  the  land  and  naval  fofoea  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  militia  diereof;  as  shafl  be 
judged  neoessuy,  for  the  parpoee  of  aiding  and  oo«p- 
enli&g  with  the  officers  of  the  eastom,  and  all  other 
eivil  magistrates,  in  asiaiag  and  ascnring  persons  en- 
gaged, or  SQspeoted  from  probable  cause  aa  afor eeaid 
to  be  engaged,  in  unlawfoi  trade  or  intercourse  with 
the  enemy  aa  aforesaid,  together  with  the  articles  or  sap- 
pliss,  or  vessels,  boats,  vehicles,  or  animsis,  employed 
sa  aforesaid,  in  such  trade  or  intercourse. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determiDed 
in  the  negative — yeas  37,  nays  69,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bayliea  of  Massachusslts,  Bigelow, 
Bradimry,  Breckenridgs,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cham- 
man.  Cox,  Colpeper,  Davenport,  Gaston,  Qrasvenor, 
Hale,  Hendeiaoa,  Haibeii,  Jadunn  of  Rhode  falaad. 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Levetl,  Miliev, 
Moaeley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
Buggies,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Mamachnsetts,  Webster,  Wilcox,  and 
Wilson  of  Msssachusetts. 

Nats — Meosrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barbour,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Oleadenin, 
Clopton,  Conard,  Crawford,  Cretghton,  Crouch,  Davif 
of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  Toric,  Forney,  Qholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbouro,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Leffiirts,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKun,  Moore, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasaata, 
Rsa  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring^ 
gdd,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith 
of  Penn^lvania,  Strong,  TaAnehill,  Udree,  Wilson  ef 
Peanqrivania,  and  Yanc^. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  as  follows : 

Section  1,  line  8.  After  the  word  "duty,''  insert  ^  the 
payment  thereof  intended  to  be  evaded." 

Section  9,  linea  8  and  9.  Strike  out  the  words  '^er 
of  which  they  may  be  in  possession." 

Section  4,  line  22.  After  the  word  **  building,"  in- 
sert **  in  day-time  only." 

8eetion8»]ine28.  Strike  out  the  worda<' now  pend- 
ing or." 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  said  amend- 
ments, it  was  determined  in  the  iltgative. 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  add 


to  the  third  aeetlon  the  following^  words:  ''or  foe 
the  use  of  any  eitiaen  residing  within  the  limHi 
of  the  United  States.^  Whioh  motion  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

It  appearing  about  this  time,  owing  to  the  retire- 
ment of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  Housey 
that  a  quorum  was  not  present,  a  motion  waa 
made  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gaoavanoa  contended  that  one  day's  no^ 
tice  was  necessary  to  a  call  of  the  House.  Tha 
Chair  decided  such  notice  was  not  necessary. 
Mr.  GaoavsNOB  appealed  from  this  decisioii| 
which  the  House  aflirmed. 

Tlie  oall  of  the  House  then  took  place,  when 
it  appeared  that  the  following  members  weia 
present: 

Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston*  Anderson,  Archei^  Aveiy» 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Batler» 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Charaell,  Clark,  Ctsnde- 
nin,  Clopton*  Comslock*  Conard,  Cyawlapd,CBeighlon» 
Crouch,  Culhbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penm^lvania,  Deshst 
Duvatt,  £arle,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Yoik, 
Forney,  Qholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hal^i 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentud^i 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jadk* 
son  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Viiginia»  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbounii 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Le^ 
ferts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McSam,  Miller,  Moore^ 
Nehlon,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  TennesseOy 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharpp 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Sturgee,  TannelriB, 
Taylor,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts, ^Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood^  and 
Tanosy-— ta. 

The  doors  of  the  House  were  then  closed,  ac* 
cording  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  ingress 
and  egress  forbidden,  but  not  before  two  or  three 
other  members  had  come  in. 

Some  difficulty  arose  as  to  the  course  now  pro* 
per  to  be  pursued  as  to  compelling  ihe  atteodanca 
of  absentees,  dbc.  At  length,  on  motion  of  Mr* 
Yancet.  it  was  ordered  that  all  further  nroceed- 
iags  on  tne  call  be  suspended ;  and  the  bill,  which 
had  been  all  day  under  debate,  wa3  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  without  a  di- 
vision— a  sufficient,  number  not  rising  to  support 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Miller,  for  the  yeas  and  nay;;« 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooea 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '*  for  the  relief  of 
William  Qamble,"  in  which  they  ask  the  coacui^* 
rence  of  this  House :  They  have  agreed  to  tba 
conference  asked  by  this  House,  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Hooaea  on  the  aaoendments 
depending  to  the  bill  ^'  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gbvernment, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  da- 
ties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  ezeto- 
sively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,"  and  have  appointed  managers  on 
their  part.  They  ask  a  conference  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the 
bill  '*  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
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the  pablio  credit,  by  laying  duties  oa  Tarioas 
goods,  wares,  aod  merchaodise,  maDufactured 
witbia  the  Uoited  States,"  to  which  confereoee 
ihey  have  appoiated  managers  on  their  part. 


Friday,  January  6. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
That  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  in- 
demnification of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  letter  oo  the  same 
subject  from  the  acting  SecreUry  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
General. 

Another  message  from  the  Senate  informed 
the  House  that  the  Senate  ask  a  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
amendment  depending  to  the  hilt  "  to  provide  ad- 
ditional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit 
by  layinff  duties  on  various  i^oods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States;"  to  which  conference  they  have  appointed 
managers  on  their  part. 

Remdvedf  That  this  House  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence asked  by  the  Senate  on  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned, and  that  Mr.  Eppes,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New 
York,  and  Mr.  Oakley,  be  the  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "^for  the  relief  of 
William  Gkmble,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FiBK,  from  the  managers  appointed  by  the 
House  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  managers 
1  by  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  votes 


of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  depending 
to  the  bill  "  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
flraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  bv  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture,  on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the 
saddle  or  carriage,and  on  gold  and  silver  watches," 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  recede  from  their 
disaereement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
80  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  duty  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
that  they  also  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  to  the  fifth  section^  and  that  they 
do  agree  to  the  amendments  therein  specified. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  McKer,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  reported  sundry  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  read. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Robertson 
to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  for  one  day,  that  it 
might  be  printed  for  the  more  particular  informa- 
tion of  the  members ;  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived, ayes  36. 


Mr.  MgEbb  explained,  briefly,  the  nature  and 
amount  of  the  amendments  now  proposed  to  the 
bill.  The  first  principle  introduced  into  the  bill, 
he  said,  was  a  reduction  of  the  capital  stock  from 
fifty  to  thirty  millions ;  such  capital  to  be  com- 
posed of  five  millions  in  specie,  fifteen  millions 
in  Treasury  notes,  ten  millions  in  stock  of  the 
United  States  created  since  the  declaration  of  the 
war.  The  capital  to  be  subscribable  in  shares  of 
one  hundred  instead  of  five  hundred  each.  The 
payments  of  the  subscription  to  be  so  apportioned 
that  two-fifths  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  should 
be  paid  in  at  the  time  of  subscribing.  This  would 
bring  at  once  into  the  bank,  $1,666,000  in  specie, 
and  the  residue  in  Treasury  notes  and  stock, 
amounting  to  twelve  millions  in  the  whole.  These 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  payment 
could  be  made,  at  the  time  of  subscription,  to  the 
full  amount  proposed;  if  so,  the  bank  could  forth- 
with go  into  operation,  and  its  capital  woold  not 
remain  inactive,  as  a  part  of  it  must  do  if  a  less 
amount  were  payable  at  the  time  of  subscription. 
The  principle  requiring  the  bank  to  make  a  loan 
of  thirty  millions  to  the  Government  to  be  stricken 
out,  and  the  provision  respecting  the  suspension 
of  payments  in  specie,  which  appeared  to  be  in- 
separably connected  with  the  compobory  loan, 
to  be  also  stricken  out.  The  immediate  aid  which 
the  plan  would  afibrd  to  the  Government,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  a  circulating  medium 
of  undoubted  credit,  would  be  in  the  issue  and 
free  circulation  of  fifteen  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  and  the  relief  to  the  stock  market  by  iIm 
abstraction  from  it  of  ten  millions  to  be  snbscribed 
in  the  stock  of  the  bank.  The  bank  thus  to  be 
established  was  predicated  on  the  idea  of  a  specie 
bank,  on  which  principle  alone  must  forever  rest 
a  sound  circulating  medium.  There  was  no  dan- 
ger, as  had  been  frequently  observed,  but,  without 
a  requisition  to  that  effect  in  its  charter,  the  bank 
would,  for  its  own  interests,  afford  to  the  Govern- 
ment every  assistance  and  accommodation  in  its 
power.  A  right  was  also  reserved  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  subscribe  on  its  own  behalf  and  for  its 
benefit,  whenever  Congress  shall  authorize  it  by 
law,  five  millions  to  the  stock  of  the  bank,  pay- 
able in  certificates  of  stock  bearing  an  interest  of 
four  per  centum.  This  stock  it  might  sell  at  neat 
advantage,  even  during  the  present  year,  if  the 
bank  went  successfully  into  operation. 

The  amendments  to  the  first  section  having 
been  stated,  and  the  question  being  proposed  to 
the  House  on  that  amendment  which  reduces  the 
proposed  capital  from  fifty  to  thirty  millions  of 
dollars — 

Mr.  Telfair,  of  Georgia,  being  desirous  of  fix- 
ing the  capital  of  the  bank  at  forty  millions,  as  a 
proper  medium,  said  he  should  vote  against  this 
amendment,  and  briefly  assigned  his  reasons  for 
so  doing.  ' 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  stated  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  against  this  amendmeat, 
though  willing  to  make  what  he  deemed  remn- 
able  concession  to  those  who  differed  from  him. 

Mr.  Rhea,  oP  Tennessee,  made  a  few  observa* 
tions,  principally  expressive  of  a  hope  that  this 
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question  would  be  decided  with  as  little  debate 
as  possible. 

Mr.  Taylor  explained  at  some  length  the  rea- 
sons, which  had  induced  him,  as  a  last  effort  to 
relieve  the  finances  of  the  country  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  bank,  to  consent  to  this  report,  em- 
bracing a  compromise  of  his  own  opinions.  He 
spoke  at  some  length  in  explanation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  and  of  the  advantage  which  it 
held  forth  to  the  public  interest,  &c. 

Mr.  FoRSYTB  briefly  stated  the  grounds  on 
which  he  was  opposed  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  preferred  the  bill  in  its  present  shape. 
If  the  amendments  prevailed,  he  contended  that 
the  will  of  the  majority  would  in  fact  be  de- 
feated, and  a  bill  passed  on  a  plan,  of  which  the 
majority  had  already  expressed  their  decided  dis- 
approbation. 

Mr.  McKcE  spoke  at  some  length  in  defence  of 
the  report,  and  to  show  its  superiority  to  the  pres- 
ent features  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ingbrsoll  explained  briefly  why.  although 
entertaining  a  decided  preference  for  tfie  bill,  as 
it  now  stood,  he  should  vote  for  the  report  of  the 
committee  in  all  its  parts;  because,  being  the  re- 
sult of  a  compromise,  if  it  were  not  accepted,  he 
feared  no  National  Bank  would  be  established— 
a  measure  which  he  deemed  at  this  moment  abso- 
lutely indispensable. 

Mr.  Yanoey  said  he  should  give  the  report  his 
decided  support,  and  regretted  that  any  of  his 
friends  should  act  differently.  He  considered 
the  proposed  amendments  hignly  expedient,  and, 
withal,  that,  if  thev  were  not  adopted,  no  bank 
could  be  establishea  at  this  session. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  In  a  speech  of  some  length,  ex- 
plained the  reasons  why  he  had  been  induced  to 
compromise  a  part  of  his  own  opinions,  in  agree- 
ing to  this  report,  to  which  he  had  acceded  with 
some  reluctance^  and  for  the  success  of  which  he 
did  not  consider  himself  responsible.  Being  wil- 
ling to  lend  his  aid  to  extricate  the  Government 
from  its  present  financial  difficulties,  he  had 
agreed  to  this  report,  which  however  he  believed 
embraced  much  too  extensive  a  scale  for  the  pro- 
posed institution.  He  went  into  an  examination 
at  some  length  of  the  principles  of  banking,  prin- 
cipally to  show  that  a  forced  loan  would  be  de- 
structive to  the  ability^  or  prospects  of  any  bank. 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied  at  some  length  to  some 
of  the  objections  which  had  been  made  to  the  bill 
as  it  now  stands,  and  in  vindication  of  his  own 
opinion;  and 

Mr.  Pearson  added  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion in  reply  to  a  part  of  Mr.  Forsyth's  speech. 

The  question  being  taken,  aAer  nearly  two 
hours  debate,  on  the  first  amendment  reported  by 
the  select  committee,  was  decided  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bsr- 
bour,  Bsrd,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Msssachosetts^  Bayly  of 
Virginisy  Bigelow,  Binesy  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  BuUer,  Csperton, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Championt  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clark, 
Clendenin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Cox,  Crawlbrd,  Creigh- 
ton,  Crouch,  Colpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dasha, 


Duvall,  Esrle,  Ely,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Pomej, 
Gaston,  Oeddes,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hems* 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Humplueys, 
Hnlbert,  IngerK>ll,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kenhaw,  King  of  Massachnsetts,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Law,  LoYett,  Lowndes,  MsrkeU, 
McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mooraw 
Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, rickens,  Pitkin,  Pleassnts,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schnreman, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tanne- 
hill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troop,  Udree,  Voee,  Ward  of 
MassachnsetU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilaon  of  Massachu- 
setts, Winter,  Wood  and  Yanoey— 1R9. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alston,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Conaid, 
Denoyelles,  Eppes,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Yorit, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbaid,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kii- 
boum,  Leffiurts,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCcnr,  Muifree,  Nelson, 
Parker,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sevier,  Telfiur,  and  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania — 31. 

The  other  amendments,  as  indicated  above  in 
Mr.  McKsb's  remarks,  were  then  all  agrised  to— 
among  them  being  an  amendment  to  postpone 
the  opening  of  the  books  of  subscription  to  the  last 
instead  of  the  second  Monday  in  February. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Qaston  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  atriking  out  that  part  of  the 
amendment  describing  the  (war)  stock  which 
shall  be  subscribable  to  the  bank,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  *<or  in  any  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
^  United  States  drawing  an  accruing  intereat  of 

*  six  per  centum  per  annum,  contracted  or  to  be 

*  contracted  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  Congress ;" 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered,  without 
a  division,  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  January  7, 

Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Brahany ;  which  was  read,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Oaklet,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  providing  for 
the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,' "  reported  the 
same  with  amendments ;  which  were  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senato  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '*  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept 
the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Qovernment 
of  the  United  States,"  with  amendments ;  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  prevent  intercourse  with 
the  enemy  having  been  read  through — 
j     Mr.  Oaklbt,  of  New  York,  moved  to  Uy  the 
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}Al  00  the  table,  to  tfke  up  th«  BaoJc  bill,  Um? 
VMSMge  of  wluch  be  feared  miirbt  be  too  loog  de-* 
hfed  bj[  the  diraussioo  whicb  miffbt  arise  on 
tbobiUmt  read.  ThU  motioo  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Yancby  and  Mr.  iHOEBflouL. 

Tho  motion  wa«  opposed  by  Messrs.  Fiax  of 
{lew  York,  Fisk  of  Verinoat,  and  Rbba,  on 
tba  grouod  that  tb«  speedy  passage  of  the 
bill  just  read,  was  required  by  the  iatertst  and 
honor  of  (be  nation,  to  arrest  the  supplies  to  the 
enemy,  and  the  loss  of  duties  on  &mu2gled  goods, 
which  our  revenue  officers  now  cojiTd  not,  dare 
not,  attempt  to  seize. 

The  motioQ  to  lay  the  bill  ob  the  table  prevail- 
ed, aspes  83. 

BANK  OP  THC  UNITED  8TAT£2S. 

.  The  engrossed  ameadnwQts  to  the  bill  (fom  the 
Senate  '^to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  Uoitied 
Slates  of  America,"  were  tben  read,  and  the  ques- 
tion sia>ted, ''  Shall  this  bill  pass,  as  ameoded  1^ 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereun  having  been  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Stawford-^ 

Mr.  Fmc,  of  New  York,  ro»  to  assign  the 
reasons  which  now  influenced  him  to  vote  against 
this  bill.  His  objections  were,  to  the  reduction 
of  the  capital,  and  to  the  omission  of  what  had 
been  miscalled  the  forced  loan  feature  of  the  bill, 
whieh  he  considered  one  of  the  best.  The  bill, 
before  it  was  ameoded,  would,  he  said,  have  af* 
forded  to  the  Government  a  benefit  to  the  amount 
of  iweoty  miUions,  but  now  would  not  afford  to 
it  a  greater  bonus  than  three  miUions.  He  ob* 
jecti^  to  the  ameodmeats  which  had  takea  from 
the  bill  the  control  which  the  Qovernment  ought 
to  have  over  it,  and  would  throw  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  moneyed  resources  of  the  nation 
into  the  power  of  its  political  adversaries.  There 
were  also  other  features  of  the  bill  to  which  he 
objected  ',  so  strongly,  upon  the  whole,  that  he 
would  not  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  expressed  bis  regret 
to  see  any  impediment  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
bill.  He  expressed  all  the  satisfaction  he  felt  at 
being  able  on  this  oceaeioo  to  redeem  his  pledge 
to  co-operate  with  the  majority,  in  any  measure 
which  he  could  hope  or  believe  would  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  nation.  This  bill,  in  its  present  shape, 
be  remarked,  was  the  result  of  a  compromise  pro- 
duced by  mutual  and  magnanimous  concessions, 
and  at  a  period  like  this,  of  bitter  political  ani- 
mositsr,  eoncessiona  reflecting  equal  honor  on 
both  sides  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GROsvENOfl,  of  New  York,  assigned,  at 
lome  length,  tha  reason  why  he  should  vote  against 
the  bill.  He  expressed,  in  a  feeling  manner,  his 
regret  at  being  compelled  to  vote,  on  this  occa- 
sion, against  so  many  of  those  with  whom  he 
had  heretofore  acted  in  opposition  to  the  mea- 
aures  of  this  Administration.  His  objections  were 
more  to  the  time  when  and  purposes  for  which  a 
bank  is  to  be  established,  than  to  the  features  of 
this  bill,  to  some  of  which  he  objected.  He  de- 
nied that  it  could  be  a  specie  bank,  or  that  the 
bank  would  ever  be  able  to  get  a  miliioa  of  its 
nates  into  eircttlation.    The  Go vemmeat  relying 


upon  it  would  be  disappointed,  and  ruin  sooo 
stare  them  in  the  face.  He  dented  the  operation 
upon  himself  of  the  argument  that  this  was  a 
lesser  evil  than  what  might  be  substituted  for  it 
if  it  did  not  nass.  He  would  not,  be  said,  em- 
brace this  evil  in  order  to  avoid  a  greater  which 
might  not  happen ;  he  would  never,  he  said, 
adopt  a  principle  looking  towards  that  which 
imports  that  the  end  may  justify  the  means. 

Mr.  TsLFAia,  of  Georeia,  stated  the  reasons 
why,  although  he  decidedly  approved  of  the  bill 
which  had  been  first  before  thelloose,  he  should 
yet  vote  for  this  bill.  He  was  seriously  convinc- 
ed, he  said,  that  under  the  present  embarrass- 
ment of  our  circulating  medium,  and  of  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  nation,  t^at  a  bank  was  indis- 
pensable ;  and,  though  the  system  now  before 
the  House  was  one,  the  details  of  which  he  could 
not  approve,  he  would  vote  for  it  as  a  last  resort. 
He  fraokiy  intimated  his  hope  that  the  other 
House  would  propose  some  modification  of  the 
amendments  of  this  House,  that  would  reader 
the  compromise  of  opinion  more  equitable  than 
as  it  now  stood.  Mr.  T.  went  into  a  general  ex- 
amination of  the  principles  and  history  of  bank- 
ing, principally  to  show  that  banks  founded  oa 
the  credit  of  Governments  and  on  public  stocks 
had  not  been  as  generallv  unsuccessful  aa  had 
been  contended  ;  and  he  then  compared  the  pre- 
sent system  with  that  whicb  came  from  the 
Senate,  to  the  latter  of  which  he  gave  a  decided 
preference. 

Mr.  Inqbam,  of  Pennsylvaoia,  believed,  he  said, 
a  National  Bank  to  be  essentially  necessary  to 
give  relief  to  the  present  emtnrrassed  state  of 
things.  Believing  this  bill  would  contribute  in 
some  degree  to  relieve  the  national  wants,  it 
would  receive  his  vote,  though  reluctantly  ;  and 
he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  in- 
stead of  its  being  a  preferred  measure,  he  consid- 
ered the  first  bill  as  more  efficient  and  calculated 
to  give  the  Government  all  it  wanted.  The  vote 
of  the  House  this  day,  he  said,  would  be  no  teat 
of  the  excellence  of  this  system,  or  even  of  the 
approbation  of  it  by  the  House — the  questioni  be- 
ing whether  the  House  would  uke  this  or  ao 
bank.  Mr.  I.  made  a  statement  of  the  compara- 
tive advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  two 
plans,  giving  the  decided  superiority  to  the  origi- 
nal plan. 

The  question  on  the  final  passage  of  this  bill 
was  then  decided— yeas  120,  nays  38,  as  follows: 

Ybis — Messrs.  Alezsnder,  Alston,  Andezaon,  Bar- 
nett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bines*  Breckm- 
ridge,  Brigham,  Brown«  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chappeli,  Cilley,  Claxk, 
Clendenin,  Comstock,  Consrd,  Cooper,  Coz,  Creigbton, 
Crouch,  Colpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Duvall^  Earie, 
BIy,  Faivow,  Pindley,  Fisk  of  Vensont,  Fomey,  Por- 
sytb,  Gaolon,  GMdea,  OhelsoB,  Hale,  Haaaon,  Hain^ 
Hasbroock,  Hawea,  Hawkins,  HendetaoR,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Bowell,  Hnngei^Mrd,  Hulbert,  bgenoii, 
Ingham,  Irring,  Jaekson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  ef  Now 
York,  Kant  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Keiriiaw,  Kibovn, 
Kwg  of  North  Oaiohaa,  Lefiarts,Lovetl,  Lowndea. 
Maitell»  MeCey ,  MoKee»  MeXim,  MeLean,  Mon1«OHH 
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M7,  M ««•»  llM«liif » Oaklejt  Ormtbr,  Pmimq,  Pfok^ 
ffing,  PkkMM,  Piltou  Pi««MBtt,  Pott«r,  Jdia  BM, 
WilliMi  SUU,  Rea  of  PtnnfeyWMua,  Shaa  of  TennM* 
AM.  Bich*  Bmg giiHd.  Sobectmo,  fittggks*  8«gf>>  Sebim- 
mtn*  dentr,  Sbarpt  Shefiby,  Sherwood,  8hifli«id» 
^kl^imkor,  fimilh  of  New  York,  Smith  of  PoMMjWa- 
nk,  8%(Mshtoii,  Stout,  Storgw,  T«ggavt,  Tonnehitt, 
Taylor,  Tolfair,  ThompMB,  UArae,  Voiw,  Ward  itf 
MaMochafBtti,  Ward  of  Now  Jo»ay,  Web«tor»  Whoa- 
%m,  Whito,  WiUuuiie»  Winlar,  Wood,  and  Yaneoj. 

Nat$— Moanrs.  Bayiioo  of  ifawaehnoeltfl,  Boyd, 
Bvadhaiy,  Bnxwoli,  Clopton,  Crawi»rd,  ]>eiioydko, 
Dosha,  fippoi,  BfaiM,  Fiak  of  N«w  York,  Frankiim 
ChHifdui»  OnffiOy  Cthmvobot,  Hall,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phieyi,  Irwia,  Johnion  of  Virgiiiia,  Johnoon  of  Kon- 
tnoky,  Kannody,  King  of  MaMachuMtti,  Law,  Lowia, 
I<plo,  Maeon,  Mnrfreo,  Nahmi,  Nowton,  Parker, 
Soana,  Sejbart,  Staalcird,  Strong,  Wilcois,  Wileoa  of 
MaMachueattm  and  Wilean  of  Pennflylvania. 

So  (be  bill  was  passed. 

TOEASUBY  NOTBS. 

Mr.  Law,  of  Connectieat,  subcnifted  the  fol- 
lowiDg  resolotion : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
be  inatnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  several  laws  authoriaing  the  issuing  of  Trea- 
8U17  notes,  in  such  maniier  as  to  make  them  receivable 
in  payment  in  all  cases  of  fines,  forfeitures,  penalties, 
and  executbns,  which  may  accrue,  be  due  or  owing 
to  the  United  States;  and  also,  to  extend  the  said  laws 
so  as  to  make  Treasury  notes  receivable  in  payment 
lor  taxes  due  to  the  United  States  from  any  number 
of  persons  who  may  unite  for  that  purpose,  and  report 
tiiereon. 

Mr.  EppeB)  of  Yirgiaia,  desired  to  know  the 
object  of  this  moiion.  It  appeared  to  hiia,  on 
the  fir:»t  view,  that  it  would  iotrodq^e  a  specala- 
tio«  in  th«  GoverQiDODt  paper,  immoral  ia  it^^elf, 
and  injurious  to  the  public  credit.  Every  indi- 
▼idiui  was  by  exietiog  laws  authoriKed  to  pay 
his  nartieuUr  laxes  in  Treasury  no4es. 

Mr.  Idtw  said,  hia  object  was  not  to  ea<oiirag[e 
apecttiatioo,  but  to  enable  the  people  to  pay  their 
Uias  upon  an  equal  footing.  At  presen  t,  if  several 
peraona  having  taxes  to  pay  can  make  ap  the 
precise  amoant  they  owe  in  Treasury  notes,  the 
eolleetors  will  not  receive  them,  alleging  that 
they  are  so  instructed  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Treasury  notes  were  not  now  issued  of 
any  denomination  less  than  twentv  dollars;  and 
yet,  if  two  persons  owing  ten  dollars  each,  ten- 
dered such  a  note  in  payment,  the  collector  would 
not  receive  it.  The  consequence  of  which  is, 
that  such  persons  have  to  procure  specie  to  pay 
their  taxes,  nothing  else  beius  receivable.  He 
had,  therefore,  thou|;bt  it  would  be  advisable  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  in- 
quire into  the  subject. 

Mr.  BioELOw^  of  Massachusetts,  coo&nned  the 
suteqaent  of  Mr.  Law,  having  received,  as  be 
said>  several  letters  from  bis  district  of  the  sama 
kaport*  He  had  undeistood  that  the  Secretary 
of  tba  Treaaury  complained  that  all  the  taxes 
weiift  paid  in  Treasury  notes.  He  knew  not  how 
t^i  aould  be,  as  he  knew  that  most  of  tha  taxes, 
ia  hie  district  at  least,  were  paid  in  other  money } 


anleas  that  tbe  colieetors  receive  the  uxes  ia 
good  money,  and  instead  of  paying  it  into  tha 
Treaaury,  make  use  of  it  to  boy  ih  Treasury 
notes  at  a  discount  to  pa]f  into  the  Treasury,  and 
make  a  profit  from  the  difference. 

Mr.  HAWKiNa,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
tbe  motion  so  as  to  strike  out  that  patt  of  it  au* 
thorizing  associations  for  payinff  taxes  in  Treas- 
ury notes.  He  stated  his  knowFedge  of  the  fact, 
that  the  Treasury  Department  bad  U  in  eontem- 
plation  to  issue  notes  of  a  smaller  denomination 
than  those  now  in  circulation,  which  would  ob- 
yiate  altogether  the  difiiculty  tbe  gentleman  de- 
sired to  remedy. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Potter, 
Bayubs,  and  Law. 

Mr.  FiBK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
solve on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Bfpxs,  and  agreed  to,  61  to  56. 

MoJUOAT,  January  9. 

Mr.  Inobrsoll  presented  a  petition  of  tha 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  for  thepassage  of  a  law  establishing 
an  uniform  syatem  ot  bankruptcy  throogbooi  the 
United  States.-^Referred  to  tbe  Committee  of 
the  Whola  on  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  Bankruptcy  throughout  tbe  United 
States. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  tbe  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  Judge  for  that  part  of  the 
Territory  which  lies  east  of  Pearl  rlver.--Re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire,  if  any,  what,  far- 
ther provisions,  by  law,  are  expedient  to  be  made 
for  ratifying  the  unconfirmed  claims  to  land  ia 
the  Territory  of  Missouri^  and  to  provide  for 
their  location. 

Eemdvedy  That  the  Committee  on  tbe  Poblio 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire,  if  aoy,  what,  al- 
terations or  amendments  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri.'* 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Forsttr, 

Reiolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Revlsal  and 
Unfinished  Business  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  **  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  tp 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Qeorgia,  passed  on  the 
13th  of  December,  1804,  establishing  the  fees  of 
the  harbor  master  and  health  offieer  of  the  porta 
of  Savannah  aad  St.  Mary V'  being  a  pan  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  last  session  of  Con* 
grass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EiLnouaif, 

JSe^ned,  That  the  resolution  and  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  relating 
to  the  protection  of  the  Northwestern  frontier, 
and  sundry  memorials  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  upon 
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the  same  subject,  which  were  presented  to  this 
House  ftt  the  last  session  and  referred,  be  again 
referred  to  the  committee  having  that  subject 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Yancey  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Perkins;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill ''  ^o  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers 
who  may  associate  and  organize  themselves,  and 
oflfer  their  services  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Miliiary  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or  more  float- 
ing batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the 
United  States;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Schultz  and  Vogeler 
and  others,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  H.  Washington ;  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Robinson  and 
others,  severally  passed  through  Committees  of 
the  Whole  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A  bill  for  quitting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory  occupied  the  remain- 
der of  the  day ;  and  the  Committee  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again  thereon. 

THE  NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  William  Reed,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  18ih  of  March  last,  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any  what,  means  of  re- 
trenchment and  economy,  and  of  reform  in  the 
general  management,  and  of  extension  and  effi- 
ciency in  the  Naval  Establishment,  may  be  prac- 
ticable and  expedient,  made  a  detailed  report; 
which  was  reao,  and  is  as  follows : 

That,  having  considered  the  several  important  sub- 
jects referred  to  them,  they  do  not  deem  it  oseftil  to 
exhibit  to  the  House  a  detail  of  the  various  abuses 
which  have  prevailed  in  the  Naval  Establishment. 
Such  a  detail,  though  it  might  lead  to  the  detection  of 
individnal  delinquents,  would  not  afford  redress  for 
ibrmer  abuses  or  prevent  their  repetition ;  for  it  was 
obvious  to  your  committee  that  these  abuses  were 
either  sanctioned  by  the  forms  of  law,  or,  for  the  want 
of  adequate  provisions  and  penalties  in  the  law,  must 
remain  unpunished.  After  having  examined  and 
availed  themselves  of  the  labors  of  Uieir  predecessors 
in  their  investigations,  made  under  the  durection  of 
this  House,  and  referred  to  this  committee,  they  have 
concluded  that  it  is  nn  necessity  and  unprofitable  fur- 
ther to  extend  that  investigation,  and  that  it  would  be 
more  satis&ctory  to  the  House,  and  more  promotive 
of  the  object  of  their  appointment,  to  limit  their  ef- 
jforts  to  "  a  reform  in  the  general  mansgement  of  this 
establishment.*'  Under  a  full  conviction  that  the  ex- 
perience of  this  war  has  already  satisfied  the  most 
scraptUous  of  the  ability  of  this  country  to  create 


and  equip  a  naval  force,  competent  not  only  to  fhB 
defence  of  our  extensive  maritime  frontier,  but  also  for 
the  great  annoyanee  of  a  foreign  enemy ;  and  that 
such  a  force  is  now  equally  demanded  by  every  ae> 
turn  of  our  country,  as  indispensable  for  its  eeoority ; 
the  committee  have  likewise  deemed  it  unnecessary 
to  go  into  an  argument  to  show  the  propriety  of  be- 
stowing upon  tlus  branch  of  our  nstionid  foroe,  that 
measure  of  increase  and  support  which  its  brilliant  ex- 
ploits on  the  ocean  and  on  the  lakes,  and  its  effideaey 
in  annoying  the  trade  of  the  enemy,  during  this  war, 
under  all  the  abuses  to  which  it  has  been  expoeed, 
have  shown,  should  only  be  limited  by  our  means. 

The  o|Mnlon  thst  has  existed  from  the  first  establiah- 
ment  of  this  Department,  and  been  declared  snccesa 
Ivdy  by  sJmest  every  Secretary,  that  the  duties  incum- 
bent on  them  were  greater  and  more  divendfted  than 
the  most  capable  and  laborious  could  disehargey  wiHi 
honor  to  himsetf  and  justice  to  the  nation,  led  the 
committee  to  an  examination  of  the  system  as  now 
established,  and  the  abuses  that  resulted  firom  it.  In 
prosecution  of  this  examlnstion,  especially  on  that 
part  which  applies  to  the  detail  of  service,  they  have 
principally  relied  on  the  information  derived  from  the 
intelligent  and  experienced  officers  of  the  Navy,  whom 
they  have  always  found  ready  and  desirous  of  giving 
all  the  information  in  their  power.  By  the  informatioiL 
obtained  from  this  and  other  sources,  the  committee  are 
convinced  that  most,  if  not  all  the  abases  complained 
of  are  attributable  to  three  distinct  causes : 

First*  The  excessive  and  isborioos  duties  of  the 
Secretary. 

Second.  The  want  of  sufficient  checks  upon,  and  the 
consequent  irresponsibility  of,  subordinate  agents. 

Third.  The  great  latitude  allowed  commanders  m 
altering,  repsiring,  and  furnishing  their  ships. 

It  IS  presumed  to  be  unnecessary  to  oiflbr  to  the 
House  any  fturther  evidence  of  this  statement  than  is 
contained  in  the  following  extract  from  tiie  report  of 
the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  Stetes  on  the  Uth  November  last  : 

^  But  regulations,  however  correct  and  adequate  to 
the  end,  become  nugatory  or  worse,  unless  the  authori- 
ty and  the  means  am  co-extensive  and  competent  to 
«&foroe  the  execution  or  punish  the  violation  thereoC 
This  may  account  for  the  non-existence  of  many 
wholesome  regulations  In  the  dvil  administralion  ii 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  imperfect 
execution  of  those  which  exist.  Breaches  of  the  lat- 
ter too  frequently  escape  with  impunity,  from  the 
impossibility  of  the  Head  of  the  Department  taking 
cognizance  of  all  the  multiferious  concerns  of  the 
establishment" 

Great  and  obvious  as  the  defects  in  this  establish- 
ment are  by  all  confessed  to  be,  the  oonmiittee  have 
felt  no  little  anxiety  as  to  the  best  mode  of  oonecting 
them.  Desirous  equally  of  avoiding  the  opposite  er^ 
rors,  of  rashly  changing  from  one  system  to  another 
without  an  attempt  to  correct  known  abuses,  or  load- 
ing it  with  formid  but  inefficient  appendages,  which 
more  frequently  encumber  then  relieve,  or  give  energy 
to  its  operations ;  and  concurring  in  the  ofunion  ex- 
pressed by  the  Iste  Secretaiy,  in  the  rc^rt  before  le- 
ferred  to,  that  a  bosrd,  composed  of  Intelligent  sad 
experienced  officers,  in  aid  of  the  executive  of  this 
Department,  would  most  eflEsctually  aocomplidi  thk 
objeet,  and  if  properly  organised,  avoid  the  dangen 
from  too  great  Innovation  on  one  hand  and  ineffici- 
ency on  the  other,  they  directed  a  oopj  of  this  report 
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to  be  forwarded  to  every  ceptam  in  the  Navj  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  annexed  circular,  marked  A. 
From  the  aniwem  thereto,  which  invariably  approve 
the  general  design,  it  waa  Uiought  nnneceiaary  to  pub- 
lish more  than  those  which  contained  particular  obser- 
vations UDon  the  plan  submitted.  These  are  annexed, 
numbered  1  to  8. 

From  these  materials,  collected  from  intelligent  and 
practical  sources,  the  committee  have  endeavored  to  di- 
gest a  plan  which,  they  unanimously  believe,  if  adopt- 
ed, will  immediately  correct  many  of  the  abuses  com- 
plained of,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  an  improved 
i^stem  for  the  management  of  this  Department.  They, 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
two  bills  accompanying  this  report. 

A. — [Cireular,'] 

Washiitgtov,  Nov.  17, 1814. 

8in :  I  am  directed,  by  the  committee  appointed  un- 
der a  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtivee, 
adopted  on  the  16th  of  March  last,  <*  authorizing  and 
directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  and  practica- 
bility of  reform  in  the  Naval  Department  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stetes,"  to  forward  for  your  examination  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  iNavy  to  the  Senate  of  tiie 
United  States"  of  the  18th,  communicating  his  views 
and  plans  for  effecting  this  object ;  and  to  request  you 
to  fovor  the  committee  with  your  opinion  of  the  plan 
proposed  bv  the  Secreteiy,  and  to  suggest  such  addi- 
tions and  alterations  as  shall  appear  to  you  necessary 
for  attaining  this  desirable  object 

With  respect  I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant. 

No.  1. 
ObBorvaiionif  submiUed  to  the  Naval  CommiUee^  en 

ike  raaert  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Naoy  to  the  Sen' 

aieofthe  iMited Statee, dated  the  16th  November, 
'  1814,  relaHve  to  the  better  organi*aiian  of  the  Navy 

of  the  VniUd  Statee. 

I  should,  for  the  reasons  which  follow,  recommend 
three  instead  of  five  Navy  inspectors ;  that  they  be 
taken  from  the  captains  in  the  Navy ;  and  that  the 
offieer  ai  the  oldest  date  of  commission  should  preside. 
1st  I  believe  that  three  inspectors  are  adeqoato  to  the 
performance  of  the  duties  contemplated)  and  this  num- 
ber will  be  sufficient  to  form  a  quorum.  If  it  should 
be  said,  that,  by  confining  the  board  to  the  number  of 
three,  it  might  be  renderad  inemnpetent  by  the  death 
Of  disability  of  a  member,  it  may  be  leplied,  that,  while 
the  President  has  the  power  of  sap|ilying  the  defieieney 
fimn  the  captains  in  die  Nary,  this  ofejection  can  have 
BO  force.  9d.  I  reeommend  the  ap^intment  of  Navy 
officem  in  pieforenee  to  gentlemen'  out  of  the  Navy, 
who  may  be  skilled  in  naval  afhtrs,  because,  in  a  science 
in  which,  of  all  others,  experience  has  set  theory  at  de- 
fiance, practical  men  only  should  be  allowed  to  act ; 
and  I  firmly  believe  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  after 
many  years  of  experience  in  the  naval  service  and  of 
eottstent  reflection  on  the  subject,  are  better  qualified 
to  execute  the  dnUee  required  thim  any  other  eharae- 
ters.  ad.  The  officer  whoee  commission  is  of  the  old 
eat  date  shoiild  preside,  because,  by  such  an  arrange- 
ment, no  ofience  could  be  given  to  individual  fooling, 
and  that  union  and  harmony  would  be  preserved  which 
are  so  necessary  to  insure  a  co-operation  of  mind  and 
action. 

9d.  I  should  recommend  the  following  alteration  in 
the  fourth  section :  Instead  of  the  Secretary  of  the 


Navy  preparing  the  rules  and  regulations  for  conduct- 
ing the  business  of  the  naval  constructor's  department, 
that  that  duty  be  assigned  to  the  board  of  inspectors, 
who  would  always  be  professional  men,  and  thereby 
judges  of  the  matter.  And  it  might  happen  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  not  be  a  nautical  char- 
acter. 

dd.  The  respective  duties,  designated  in  five  classes, 
it  appears  to  me  would  be  much  better  conducted  un- 
der the  general  direction  of  the  board  than  could  be 
done  under  the  separate  direction  of  the  respective 
members,  inasmuch  as  the  greater  part  of  the  duties 
detailed  therein  are  specified  in  the  general  duties  of 
the  board,  and  the  whole  are  placed  under  ita  control ; 
and  more  especially  as  a  considerable  part  would  re- 
quire, for  the  public  interest,  the  united  talento  of  tbie 
board.  And  should  it  be  found,  from  experienoe, 
which  ii  the  only  test,  that  a  select  distribution  of  du- 
ties ought  to  be  made  among  the  members  of  the  board, 
with  due  deference  I  suggest  that  the  board  would 
be  enabled,  from  actual  experiment,  to  recommend  the 
best  classification  of  duties  for  such  inspector.  A 
system  so  complicated  and  extensive  as  a  perfect  or^ 
ganization  of  the  civil  department  of  the  navy  cannot 
be  expected,  even  under  the  direction  of  the  best 
talenta,  to  be  the  work  of  a  day.  But  the  want  of 
some  uniform  system  in  the  Naval  Department  of  our 
country  has  evidently  manifested  itself;  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  general  principles  for  such  a  system,  as 
recommended  by  the  nonorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
I  doubt  not  would  be  attended  with  the  most  fovor- 
able  result 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 

No.  2. 
UxiTxs  Statxs'  Fbioati  CoVSTITVTIOir, 
Boetan  Harbor,  November  S6, 1814. 

Sin:  I  received  the  honor  of  your  circular  letter  of 
the  17th  instant,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  honorable  Senate  of  tiie 
United  States,  relating  to  the  organisation  of  the  Navy 
Department  You  express  a  desire  that  the  commit- 
tee may  be  possessed  of  my  opinion  of  the  plan  pro- 
posed, and  that  I  should  suggest  such  additions  and 
alterations  as  may  appear  to  me  necessary  for  attain- 
ing so  desirable  an  object 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  and  is  my  opinion,  that  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  report  will  contribute  towards  the 
desired  end,  but  I  do  not  think  it  calculated  to  obtain 
the  whole  object  proposed  by  Congress.  Viewing  it 
as  an  auxiluiy  to  the  Navy  Department,  it  will  un« 
questionably  facilitate  the  operations  and  relieve  the 
officers  of  that  Department  firom  much  of  the  detail 
duties,  which  all  must  be  aware  are  too  extensive  and 
diversified  for  any  one  person  to  discharge  with  neces- 
sary and  due  attention.  We  must  also  be  aware  how 
difficult  it  is  to  change  a  OTstem  once  begun,  and 
whoee  basis  is  not  established  on  the  beet  foundation, 
though  it  should  afterwards  be  found  inadequate  to 
the  object 

If  we  compare  this  new  and  young  nation,  rising  in 
the  Western  hemisphere,  and  progressing  towards  a 
zenith  of  greatness  which  may  cast  a  shade  over  some 
of  the  oldest  and  most  enlightened  nations  of  the  East- 
ern, to  a  young  man  commencing  life,  with  the  expe- 
rience of  his  predecessors,  whereby  to  regulate  his 
conduct  and  economy,  would  not  his  error  strike  us 
forcibly,  on  observing  him  erecting  temporary  struc- 
ture after  structure,  instead  of  raising  on  solid  founda- 
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tions  the  ground  work  of  his  future  comfort  tnd  pros- 
perity, which  would  bid  defifttice  to  time,  tnd  could 
otAf  be  shaken  by  the  general  wreck  of  things  1  Pre- 
suming the  Legislature  wish  to  establish  the  marine  of 
this  country  on  the  best  possible  foundation,  and  cal- 
culated to  be  conducted  with  the  greatest  economy  in 
all  its  various  branches,  I  do  apprehend  the  plan  sub- 
fliitted  will  not  be  found  to  effect  that  object,  and  will 
All  far  short  of  the  end  contemplated. 

Of  the  first  section,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  re- 
mtak,  that  it  would  be  injudicious  to  destroy  the  de- 
partment, but  highly  essential  to  reorganize  it. 

The  second  section  provides  five  inspectors  of  the  Navy, 
to  turn  a  sort  of  navf  board,  which  will  contribute  no 
Atnher  thad  to  relieve  the  department  from  some  of 
the  detail  service,  and  sharing  with  it  certain  portions 
of  the  responsibility.  The  principal  objection  to  a 
board  of  inspectors  constituted  as  I  apprehend,  arises 
fii^om  its  not  combining  the  variety  and  necessary  prac- 
tieal  knowledge  and  information  among  ito  members 
requisite  on  many  important  subjecto  Skat  win  come 
before  them. 

The  assigning  to  individuals  of  the  board  of  inspec- 
tors (as  contemplated  by  the  third  section)  distinct 
control  over,  and  responsibility  for,  specific  portions  of 
the  service,  can  and  will  answer  no  purpose  whatever, 

The  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  will  be  highly 
e«ential  at  all  events. 

Section  the  fifth  may  or  may  not  be  requisite ;  in 
ibe  latter  case  the  ofiloe  could  at  any  time  be  created. 

Sections  six  and  seven  will  only  be  requisite  if  the 
plan  is  adopted. 

As  the  principal  features  in  the  plan  of  the  bill  pro- 
posed are  contained  in  the  section  providing  the  board 
of  inspectors,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  remark,  in 
support  of  my  objeetton  above,  that  the  duties  contem- 
pUted  to  be  assigned  to  this  board  would  require,  at 
bast,  one  aember  in  it  convenant  with  each  of  the 
ii&|MMrtttnt  brunches  of  the  establishment  The  draw- 
ing up  all  the  rules  and  regulations  for  ekA  brunch  of 
the  service;  the  examination  of  all  the  oftcen  below 
tiie  rank  of  masters  commandant  for  appointments  or 

r notion ;  the  adopting  models,  for  veesels  of  war  to 
created  from;  the  fdanning  and  arranging  their 
intenial  apartmento ;  the  external  equipment  and  arrna^ 
ment ;  the  arranging  the  proper  stores  for  a  given  time 
for  each  department ;  the  regulating  dock  yards,  navy 
ywds^  foundries,  dec,  demand  the  oombitted  talents 
and  profosrfonal  experience  of  men  convenant  with 
the  diflbrent  professions.  By  inferring  to  my  letter  of 
the  a6th  of  January,  1818,  to  the  honorabie  Langdon 
Gheves,  you  will  observe  hf  Hie  plan  of  a  board  there 
pR^wsed  that  I  had  tluMe  objects  in  view,  and  there- 
fore oonstitnted  it  of  such  characters  and  professions 
ae  are  essential  to  give  every  subject  submitted  to  them 
u  hk  and  proibsslonal  examination.  The  above  duties 
ooBiprise  almost  the  whole  economy  of  the  establish- 
meiit»and  form  a  subject  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
autioa. 

With  respect  to  the  flotilla,  it  ought  either  to  form 
a  part  of  the  navy,  and  be  subject  to  its  rules,  regula- 
tioBs,  and  economy,  and  be  under  the  superintendence 
and  control  generally  of  (he  Navy  Department  and 
Navy  Board,  or  else  be  entirely  separated  therefrom. 

One  great  source  of  expenditure  and  inconvenience 
to  the  naval  service  arises  from  the  short  enlistment  of 
our  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  and  the  prin- 
eipal  cause  wlueh  would  defeat  any  patticular  object 
or  expedition  of  out  marine,  more  so  than  any  im- 


agined deficiency  of  seamen.  Daring  part  of  our  w«r 
with  Tripoli,  the  crews  were  enlis^d  only  for  one 
year;  tiie  consequence  was,  that  a  ship  could  scarcely 
arrive  at  her  station,  and  have  time  to  organise  her 
crew,  before  she  was  obliged  to  return  and  discharge 
them*  The  term  of  enlistment  now  is  two  yean ;  but 
such  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  men,  for  die  small  pay 
and  bounty  allowed,  compared  with  what  they  can  get 
in  other  service,  and  the  ship  is  so  long  delayed  in  pro- 
curing her  complement,  that  the  times  of  one  half  expirs 
before  the  crew  is  completed.  The  inducements  given 
to  fin  the  ranks  of  the  Army  being  much  greater  than 
that  of  the  Navy,  many  seamen  have  joined  It ;  some, 
from  necessity,  have  gone  into  foreign  service,  and  are 
even  navigating  the  commerce  of  the  enemy ;  many 
are  in  the  private  armed  ships  and  privateers,  owing 
to  the  exclusive  advantages  given  them  over  the  Navy. 
By  this  means  the  glory  and  maritime  reputation  of 
the  nation  is  made  to  yield  to  the  inglorious  waifere 
of  plunder,  which  deeply  afiTects  some  individuals  of 
the  enemy,  but  makes  only  a  small  impression  on  the 
nation  at  large ;  some  are  locked  up  in  the  prisons  of 
our  foe,  who  is  aware  of  the  short  period  of  their  entisi- 
mentk  and  is  wary  enough  to  detain  them  from  ex- 
change until  their  term  of  service  expires,  when  our 
Government  can  no  longer  command  their  servieesii 
The  frequency  of  changing  men  from  the  ship  thej 
select  to  cruise  in,  to  another,  or  into  different  service, 
such  as  the  lakes  and  flotilla,  contributes  raudh  to  im- 
pede the  recruiting  service.  When  the  above  causes 
are  considered,  it  is  only  wonderful  that  any  men  can 
be  procured  for  our  ships  of  war.  The  regntering  and 
classing  of  the  seamen  of  tiie  United  States  would  pro- 
duce much  good,  but  the  compnlsoiy  command  of 
their  services  would  produce  much  evil,  and  should 
only  be  resorted  to  in  the  me^  eXtoeme  neeewity. 
None  will  serve  so  well  as  those  who  serve  velwbtafily. 
To  this  aecount  may  be  placed  much  of  our  superkvity 
over  the  British,  which  htfs  hitherto  baflM  afl  thenr 
boasted  advantages  of  experiaioe«  skill,  an4  hng 
practice. 

With  respect  to  a  naval  acadeoty,  the  best  scfaoei 
for  the  instruction  of  youth  in  the  profesAm  ie  tiM 
deck  of  a  ship,  presuming  that  none  would  be  eOerad 
or  received  into  the  service  as  midahipmen  whoae  ed«» 
cation  had  not  been  sttch  aetofltthem  flxrefficeia^ead 
caloulated  for  gentleasen.  To  derive  athentage  from 
expenditure,  and  induce  that  ootpe  of  ofieete  to  pweue 
tbsir  profession,  m  time  of  peace,  through  privatte  ssv- 
vjee,  I  would  allow  no  half  pay  to  midahipmeii,  exeapt 
for  such  tenn  as  they  can  pvoduee  a  joamd  «f  Hkeir 
vioyages,  and  certificates  ef  the  master  or  eiwner  tf  tiw 
vessel,  countersigned  by  the  colleotor  of  the  poit.  By 
this  means  many  will  be  indueed  to  puieae  that  call* 
ing  to  scquire  the  essential  knowledge  of  seamaiwhip, 
the  properties  of  difierent  spedes  of  veasels,  an  aequutea- 
ance  and  fomiliarity  wiUi  coasts,  ooutttries^  sad  tt»* 
tiens ;  a  knowledge  of  their  marine^  oonneice,  iad 
fortresses ;  the  genius  of  the  people,  and  thsir  iangttmfa; 
wUcdi  would  be  ewentiai  to  them  as  oflleaM,  and  im- 
portant to  the  nation.  It  would  euahie  them  to  form 
a  trae  estimate  of  the  requisite  force  for  the  attack  sf 
any  point,  place,  or  ol^eet^  and  tim  eeaeoite  best  eaica* 
latsd  for  ezpeditioDs  and  enterprises,  with  the  Isait 
haxaid  to  themselves,  when  they  should  be  calM  m 
execute  the  object,  or  plant  the  sUndard  of  our  Vmiaa 
over  the  humbled  foe. 

The  love  of  countiy  and  patriotism  of  the  seamen 
of  the  Unfted  States  stand  unrivalled,  or  only  equalled 
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by  ihtir  intrepidity  and  pnMtMfnee  in  comoiMrcial 
p«nutt%  uid  their  Tmlor  in  naW  oomlMt.  We  see 
them  enoeantering  ell  the  homm  of  the  enemy't 
frieone,  the  pri'vmtion  of  liberty  snd  comiiMtable  enp- 
pott,  in  preference  to  bouing  erme  agnisst  their. 
Oflvntry  i  impreend  (daring  a  sUte  of  peace  with  ns) 
on  board  the  Britieh  ihipe  of  war»  and,  by  oppreBiion, 
compelled  to  eenre  them  againat  other  en«aiiee>  they 
•nbmitted  with  patience  to  their  mialbrtune ;  bat,  when 
they  heard  of  die  war  with  their  own  country,  no  in* 
dacement  or  force  could  proTail  on  them  to  take  arm« 
againit  her.  Sir,  the  Navy  looka  up  te  the  GoTom- 
ment,  with  confidence,  for  its  feetenng  care,  and  the 
nation  troats  that  they  will  place  this  important  and 
emential  national  force  on  a  eystematic  and  iolid 
Ibandation,  that  it  may  progrew  to  matority  by  gra- 
dual and  regular  aagmentation.  Although  it  may 
present  to  the  enemiee  of  oar  eenntiy  a  front  too  form- 
idable for  them  to  penetrate,  it  nerer  can  be  rendered 
a  machine  to  menace  the  Constitution  or  liberties  of 
oar  coantry ;  it  wiU  at  all  times  strengthen  Uie  arm  of 
Ctoremmenty  bind  the  Union  together,  proteet  oar 
coast  and  harbors  from  blockade,  menaoe,  or  insttlty 
our  commerce  from  plonder,  and  oor  citiaens  from  ^e 
alavery  and  dungeons  of  Barbary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotfiiHy,  sir,  year 
obedient  humble  servant* 

CHABLEd  8TBWABT. 

No.  3. 
Navy  TiaD,  PontsKoutii,  Nov.  30, 1814. 

Bvk :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  reeeive  yoor  letter  of 
fhie  17th  instant,  covering  a  letter  from  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  dated  the  17th  instant,  communicating  his 
views  and  plan  of  effecting  a  reform  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Naval  Department,  and  requesting  my 
opinion  thereon. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  inform  you  thftt  I  have  examined 
tiie  letter,  and  am  of  opinion  thst  the  plans,  generally, 
proposed  by  the  honorable  Secretery,  are  sueh  as 
would,  if  carried  into  effect,  go  fiir  towards  effecting 
the  object  so  much  wiMted  for,  particularly  as  it  re- 
npects  the  establishment  of  a  Navy  Board.  It  would 
be  presumption  in  me  to  propose  additions  or  altera^ 
tions  of  a  plan  propoeed  by  the  honorable  the  Seere* 
tsfiy  of  the  Navy,  with  the  knowledge  he  has  of  naval 
aAiofSi  end  the  means  he  possesses  of  getting  at  the 
transactions  of  every  branch  of  the  estsbUshment ;  I 
can,  therefore,  only  say,  in  general  terms,  that  I  tlunk 
the  changes  in  the  Navy  Establishment,  proposed  by 
Inm,  are  each  as  will  remedy  many  of  the  evils  that 
now  exist.  If,  however,  it  is  not  thought  absolutely 
neeessary  to  make  the  proposed  changes  immediately, 
(and  it  vronld  not  be  thought  presumption  in  me,)  I 
b^  leave  to  suggest  the  idea  of  appointing,  this  ses- 
sion, the  gentlemen  that  are  to  compose  the  Navy 
Board,  and  let  them  enter  immediatety  on  the  duties 
of  that  office.  They,  together  with  the  honorable  the 
Secreuty  of  the  Navy,  would,  before  the  next  meeting 
of  CongreA,  be  i^ble  to  liy  before  tiie  Senate  a  com- 
plete system  for  the  reform  of  the  estaUtshment,  found* 
ed  on  observstion  and  focts  taken  from  these  gentle- 
men collectively,  that  msy  not  be  known  or  inquired 
into  as  individuals.  If  I  dare  give-  an  opinion,  these 
wouM  be  my  sentiments.  The  board  would  have  time 
to  examine  particularly  into  the  establishment  as  it 
now  is.  They  would  be  able,  some  of  them,  to  visit 
te  dififinrent  navel  estattishmants,  and  inform  tfaem«> 


selves  of  what  impMFvemasta  mn  neeosMryy  4nd  hiHr 
for  it  will  be  expodient  to  ooeopy  all  the  nsry  ynrdM 
we  now  have,  or,  rather,  whether  it  will  not  be  ad- 
visable to  fix  on  some  two  or  tfaroe  establishn^ents,  as 
being  important  ones,  and  only  improve  the  others  for 
temporary  purposes,  such  as  repairing  ships,  or  giving 
them  an  outfit  when  they  foil  in,  and  cannot,  without 
risk ,  get  to  th«  larger  establishment  In  ehort,  a  board 
appointed  immediately,  and  commeneing  on  the  du^ 
of  the  office,  woold,  in  my  opinion,  as  I  hate  before 
stated,  lay  before  the  Government  a  system,  with 
such  rales  and  regulations  for  the  better  government 
of  oor  establishment,  as  cannot  foil  to  meet  their  ap- 
probation, and,  I  am  sure^  such  as  will  s«vo  millions 
to  the  nation,  if  we  are  to  have  a  navy  of  any  mag- 
nitude. 

I  hiive  the  honor  to  be,  moat  reopectfully,  sir,  your 
obediont  serviint» 

I8AA0  HULL. 

Hon.  'WtjitAkm  Ra«n, 

CM»wiMt  o/l9b  Mnm/  C^mmiHte. 

No.4« 
New  Tons,  December  1, 1914. 

Sib  :  Cireumstanees  have  prevented  me  from  replj}- 
ing«  until  now,  to  your  letter  aocompai^iig  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  safa]Oet  of  a  new 
organiaation  of  that  department*  The  ok^ts  of  re- 
form eentemplated  in  that  report  being  thoee  on  which 
I  had  herstofine  comnmnieated  my  idoas,  I  shell  merely 
remark,  in  compliance  with  yoar  request,  upon  tho 
only  subject  which  remains,  namelyt  the  Organisatieii 
of  one  board  of  inspectors^  as  recommended  by  the 
Secretary. 

It  appears  to  be  the  intontion  of  that  officer,  thst 
the  board  is  to  be  so  constituted  as  simply  to  exercise 
such  powers  as  may  be  delegatod  to  them  by  the  Sec- 
retaiy  of  the  Navy,  md  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  Statos,  and  thst  it  is  not  to  be  located  at 
the  seat  of  Government. 

After  having  maturely  considered  the  subject  in 
every  point  of  view  that  presented  itself  to  my  mind, 
it  apfwan  to  me  that  the  object  contemplated  would 
be  attained  much  more  e^ctuslly,  by  so  constituting 
this  bosrd,  that  the  Secretary  of  flie  Navy  should  be 
its  presiding  officer,  and  the  members  his  counsellors, 
with  whom  he  ^ight  and  would  be  expected  to  con- 
sult, in  all  those  affairs  which  they  would  be  supposed, 
from  their  professional  experience,  to  be  better  ac- 
qnahited  with  than  himself:  I  say  better  acquainted, 
because  it  is  presumed  that  the  Secretary  will  not, 
generally,  be  a  person  thoroughly  versed  in  the  details 
of  the  service.  The  members  of  the  board  thus  con- 
stituted, might,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  counsellors, 
exercbe  the  respective  powers  contemplated  in  the  re- 
port, and  as  effectually  execute  the  duties  of  inspectors 
and  oomptroHers  of  abuses  as  if  they  formed  a  separate 
and  distinct  estsblisfament,  plated  in  a  ctontral  pert  of 
the  United  States,  and  having  their  separate  districta 
particularly  defined. 

By  this  arrangement,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
might,  at  all  times,  and  at  the  instant,  have  the  advice 
of  one  or  more  competent  officen,  responsible  for  their 
counsel  and  conduct,  and  with  whom  he  could  tit  aH 
times  consult,  without  incurring  the  delay  which 
would  result  from  placing  the  board  at  a  distance  firom 
tto  head.  There  is  slwsys  an  advantage  in  hearing 
and  comparing  the  different  opinions  of  experienced 
men  <m  every  snbject.    Letters  must,  of  neoetalty,  be 


1055 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1056 


H.  or  R. 


7%«  Naval  EetaJbUahmenL 


January,  1815. 


I«w  pftrticiilw  and  explanatory  than  Terbal  communi- 
cations, and  it  is  much  more  easy  to  oome  at  the 
whole  truth  by  the  latter  medium. 

In  short,  sir,  I  can  conceire  no  adyantages  that  can 
result  from  placing  this  board  in  a  central  situation, 
that  will  counterbalance  the  probable  disadvantages  of 
the  arrangement  contemplated  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary. One  principal  object  of  this  arrangement  ap» 
pears  to  me,  ought  to  be  to  bring  into  the  Department 
the  experience  and  activity  of  a  number  of  professional 
men,  who  should  be  at  all  times  ready  on  the  spot,  to 
furnish  either  Congress  or  the  Secretary  with  such  in- 
formation as  either  might  call  lor,  and  which  their  pro- 
fessional experience  enable  them  to  communicate. 

The  board,  with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  should  consist  of  naval  officers  exclusively, 
of  a  grade  not  inferior  to  Post  Captains,  and  composed 
of  not  more  than  three  in  number,  as  that  would,  I 
think,  be  fully  competent  to  the  discharge  of  all  the 
duties  required.  A  greater  number  might  tend  rather 
to  embarrass  and  retard,  and  would  take  from  the  navy 
officers  that,  on  some  occasions,  could  not  be  spared 
from  the  service ;  these  officers  to  be  selected  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  changed  as  he 
should  find  it  expedient  The  accountant  and  clerks 
of  the  Navy  Department  to  remain,  as  heretofore,  un- 
der the  Seoetary  of  the  Navy,  who  should  be  the  only 
dudmning  officer  of  the  board ;  the  great  duty  of  this 
board  to  consist  in  forming,  arranging,  and  bringing 
into  operation*  a  system  of  order  and  economy  for  the 
Navy,  whidi  would  remedy  tiie  defects  and  abuses  now 
eodsting  in  that  Department  A  board  thus  consti- 
tuted would,  I  foel  satisfied,  reduce  the  expenses  of  the 
establishment  at  least  one-fourth. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  sir,  dec 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 
The  above  accords  entirely  with  our  opinion. 

O.  H.  PERRY, 

D.  PORTER, 

L.  WARRINGTON. 

No.  6. 
Natt  Yakd,  BnooKLTir,  Dec  6,  18 14. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  vdth  the  request  of  tlie  com- 
mittee api^inted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
inquire  '*into  the  expediency  and  practicability  of  re- 
form in  the  management  of  the  NavY  Department  of 
the  United  States,  I  have  examined  attentively  the 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  yon  did 
me  the  honor  to  transmit  me ;  and  my  sentimenta  on 
the  subjecta  it  embraces,  with  such  remarks  as  appear 
to  me  of  weight,  and  applicable  to  those  subjecta,  are 
respectfiilly  submitted. 

In  examining  the  plan  proposed  b^  the  Secretary,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  discover  cMarfy  his  views  of  the  duties 
and  powers  that  are  to  remain  with  the  Secretairy  of 
the  Navy,  after  the  board  he  has  recommended  is  in 
frill  operation.  I  assume  it  is  admitted  that  the  duties 
and  powers  of  that  office  are  loosely  defined  now,  and 
I  connder  it  very  important,  if  the  office  is  continued 
with  a  board,  that  the  extent  of  ita  operations  should 
be  clearly  marked ;  if  this  is  done,  I  believe  the  officer 
holding  must  possess  but  a  small  share  of  power,  and 
his  duties  be  very  limited,  or  he  must  combme  in  him- 
self the  authority  to  direct  and  control  the  board  in  all 
cases. 

It  will  be  considered  scarcely  worth  while,  I  pre- 
sume, to  retain  it  for  unimportant  purposes ;  but  if  it 
be  clothed  with  the  extensive  powers  alluded  to,  it  ap- 


pears to  me  that  ill  consequences  may  eaaily  arise  from 
It,  because  the  judgment  of  an  individual,  who  it  does 
not  appear  must  necessarily  be  conversant  with  naval 
afiairs,  may,  and  might,  freouently,  be  placed  in  com- 
petition with  that  of  a  board  of  five,  who  are  selected 
expressly  for  their  knowledge  in  those  matters,  and 
with  power  to  reject,  modify,  or  render  unless  their 
most  important  decisions.  This  power,  I  am  persuad- 
ed, should  be  held  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
alone. 

It  is  true,  I  believe,  that  with  special  and  limited  au- 
thority vested  by  an  act  of  Congress,  which  would 
clearly  define  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  oflke,  some 
benefit  might  be  derived  ftom  it  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  tluit  the  Navy  should  be  represented  in  the 
Cahmet,  if  I  may  use  the  expreasion,  and  the  office 
would  most  probably  be  of  advantage  for  that  purpose; 
but  then,  if  there  is  a  board  created  as  recommended, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should 
be  more  the  advocate  of  that  boaid  than  the  controller 
of  it;  he  might  also  be  serviceable  as  the  organ  of 
communication  between  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  board,  and  between  the  latter  and  Con- 
gress, but  there  I  think  his  labors  should  cease. 

He  should  have  no  absolute  control,  over  either  tBe 
civil  or  military  department  of  the  estabUshment.  In 
the  light,  therefore,  in  which  I.view  the  subieet,  it  wb  man- 
ifest to  me  that  the  benefits  to  be  derived  torn  the  oi-^ 
fice,  limited  as  above  stated,  would  be  of  little  impor- 
tance, and  could  all  be  executed  with  equal  advantage 
if  it  had  no  existence ;  but  if  it  ii  to  exist,  with  all  the 
qualities  of  a  directing  and  controlling  power,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  service  would  be  much  benefitted  bj 
the  alteration  of  the  second  section  propoeed,  so  as  to 
constitute  a  board  of  three,  to  be  selected  from  the  Cap- 
tains of  the  Navy,  and  located  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment These  would,  most  probab^r,  be  competent  to 
the  discharge  of  all  the  duties  that  would  devolve  on  a 
board  of  this  nature,  under  any  circumstances  that 
could  arise,  until  our  navy  is  considerably  increased, 
when,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  the  number  of  members 
could  be  increased  from  the  same  materials. 

I  am  averse  to  the  introduction  of  gentlemen  into  a 
board  of  this  description,  that  have  lived  principally  in 
the  merchanta'  service,  who^  however  well  th^  migkt 
be  skilled  in  the  duties  devolving  on  mariners  in  gen- 
eral, cannot,  I  conceive,  without  distending  the  imagi- 
nation, be  supposed  to  be  acquainted  with  the  ramtt- 
cations  of  a  naval  eervice,  and  who  would,  most  prob- 
ably, from  these  circumstances,  rather  retard  and  em- 
barrass than  be  of  advantage  to  it  If  it  is  consideied 
necessary  to  introduce  other  than  naval  officers  in  this 
board,  I  would  greatly  prefer  their  being  selected  from 
other  classes  of  dtisens,  possessing  sound  judgment 
and  extensive  information,  without  regard  to  maiJCime 
qualifications.  There  are  duties,  perhaps,  that  would 
be  allotted  to  a  board  of  this  nature,  which  gentlemen 
possessing  those  qualities  could  execute  with  advan- 
tage. 

On  the  proposition  to  authorixe  the  President  to  14^ 
point  a  naval  constructor,  with  assistants*  I  will  only 
trouble  the  committee  by  observing,  that  an  able  naval 
architect  could,  I  believe,  be  employed  to  advantage  in 
the  Department ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  more  iia- 
portance  is  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  office  than  is 
necessary  or  advisable,  and  ti^  officer  should  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  board. 

The  appointment  of  a  paymaster,  as  proposed,  would 
not,  as  far  as  I  am  enabled  to  judge,  be  attended  witli 
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advantage  to  the  aervice.  It  appears  to  me  that  a  well 
regulated  syBtem  to  govern  the  pursers,  which  it  should 
be  the  duties  of  the  board  to  prescribe,  and  the  account- 
ant's office  as  it  now  exists,  is  all  that  is  necessary  on 
this  subject 

The  establishment  of  a  naval  academy,  as  recom- 
mended, would  unquestionably  be  productive  of  great 
advantage  to  the  service.  A  well  regulated  establish- 
iQent  of  this  nature  I  consider  to  be  much  wanted. 

These  comprise  all  the  objects  that  the  Secretary 
deems  it  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  provide.  I 
am  of  opinion,  however,  that  there  would  be  advantages 
obtained  by  extending  the  law  so  as  to  define,  as  clearly 
as  possible,  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  board,  and  to 
designate  the  boundaries  of  the  naval  districts. 

All  the  regulations  recommended  I  believe  to  be  ne- 
cessary, and  much  wanted,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  appointment  of  pursers  had  better  be  limited  by 
law,  and  the  distribution  of  the  duties  of  the  boaitd 
would,  most  probably,  be  made  with  more  advantage 
by  the  members  of  it 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  duties 
and  powers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  they  now 
exist,  and  all  the  duties  and  powers  that  it  is  necessary 
should  be  invested  in  a  Navy  Department,  would  be 
mVMt  advantageously  settled  in  a  board,  to  consist  of 
five  members  and  a  secretary ;  one  to  be  selected  by 
the  President,  for  his  abilities  as  a  statesman,  who 
sJiould  preside  at  the  board,  and  the  remaining  four  to 
be  selected  by  the  same  authority  from  the  officers  of 
tlie  Navy.  This  plan  would»  I  believe,  combine  all 
tlie  qualities  that  are  wanting  to  compose  a  Navy  De- 
IMTtment,  fundamentally  efficient  for  the  administra- 
tion of  a  permanent  and  extensive  naval  establishment 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

SAMUEL  EVANS. 

Hon.  William  Rsxb, 

Chairman^  Naval  Committee, 

No.  6. 
PomTsxouTH,  N«  9.,  Dee*  9,  1814. 

8xm:  Your  ciicnlar  of  November  17th,  oovering  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  few 
days  since. 

The  appointment  of  a  board  for  the  aasistanee  of  the 
Becretaiy  of  the  Navy  has  long  been  advocated  by  the 
different  commanders  in  service,  upon  the  presumption 
that,  with  their  advice  and  assistance,  the  naval  force 
might  be  rendered  mnch  more  efficient,  without  an  in* 
creased  expense  to  the  oonntiy.  I  should,  however, 
auppose  three  persons  sufficient,  at  this  time,  for  tlie 
pCTfonnanco  of  all  the  dntiea  of  anch  a  board.  I  can- 
Hot  but  think  that  part  of  the  plan,  authoriang  tibe 
Pieatdent  to  appoint  the  praaidtng  officer,  aa  nnneces- 
aaiy,  or  improper,  ainee  no  other  rale  of  procedenoe  can 
be  established  among  officers  than  that  of  rank.  I 
should  abo  preanme,  that  the  naval  officers  possess  that 
information  on  general  naval  subjects,  and  the  partic- 
nkr  details  of  service,  which  render  them  more  pecu* 
liarly  qualified  for  the  duties  of  this  board  than  persons 
whose  attention  has  been  generally  devoted  to  other 
aubjects. 

The  different  duties  assigned  to  the  particular  mem- 
bers of  the  board,  as  classed  by  the  Secretary,  I  should 
jwesume  might  be  more  advantageously  distributed  by 
the  advice  of  the  board  itself,  after  its  organization. 
The  appointment  of  a  naval  constructor  would  be  at- 
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tended  with  many  advantages.    That  of  paymaster,  I 
should  think  unnecessary  at  present 

Anxious  for  the  establishment  of  a  board,  composed 
of  men  whose  vigilance  and  professional  talents  would 
enable  them  to  discover  and  correct  abuses ;  to  Aimish 
all  the  information  which  might  be  required  upon  naval 
affidrs ;  and  to  superintend  the  general  police,  and  all 
those  details  of  service  which  have  hitherto  necessa- 
rily interfered  with  the  more  important  duties  of  the 
Secretary,  I  am  particularly  gratified  tiiat  it  has  been 
officially  recommended,  at  a  time  when  the  Legislature 
are  endeavoring  to  discover  and  reform  the  existing 
abuses  of  the  naval  establishment  The  advantages 
which  will  naturally  result  from  it  appear  too  obvious 
to  require  enumeration ;  but  not  the  least  important 
would  be  the  information  they  could  soon  furnish  ^e 
honorable  committee  of  naval  reform,  upon  the  differ- 
ent subjects  of  their  present  inquiries. 

With  sincere  respect,  I  have  the  honor,  dtc. 

C.  MORRIS. 

Hon.  WlLLIAX  RXBD, 

Chairman,  Com,  of  Naoal  Reform^  Washington, 

No.  7. 
FmioATE  UvxTXD  Statss,  Dec  9, 1814. 

Sib  :  A  few  days  since  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  circular  of  the  17th  ultimo^  enclosing  a  letter  from 
the  Secretery  of  the  Navy,  tranamitting  a  report  rela- 
tive to  the  better  organization  of  the  Department  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

From  long  experience,  and  so  for  as  my  knowledge 
extends  of  naval  transactions,  and  to  naval  regulations, 
it  has  been  but  too  obvious  that  many  imperfections 
have  existed  in  the  civil  administration  of  our  estab- 
lishment, and  that  the  only  and  best  method  that  can 
be  devised  to  remove  the  evil,  will  be  to  select,  by  law, 
a  naval  board,  to  consist  of  three  Post  Captains,  (or  of. 
a  higher  grade,  if  there  should  be  such,)  and  that  the 
Seeitetary  of  the  Navy,  where  it  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary, in  joint  council  to  be  the  presiding  officer. 
This  board  of  inspection,  if  well  selected,  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  will  be  enabled  to  give  to  our  estabush* 
ment  a  tone  satisfectory  in  effect,  and  salutary  in  its 
operation.  It  will  be  to  our  navy  ita  aheet  anchor ;  all 
pointa  of  duty  will  be  equally  made  explicit  by  its  sal- 
utary and  well-defined  regulations,  and  all  nntowaid 
and  nnneeessaij  expenses,  which  have  but  too  long 
continued  to  exist  in  our  establishment,  will,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  brought  to  a  final  determination.  When 
that  object  be  obtained,  the  navy  cannot  do  othervrise 
than  progieas,  under  the  fostering  care  which,  it  is 
hoped,  the  Executive  of  the  country  will  feel  dl^^ed 
to  appreciate  agreeably  to  its  consequences. 
be,  ice 


I  have  the  honor  to  be. 


Hon.  WXLLIAK  RXBB. 


JOHN  SHAW. 


No.  6. 
Natt  Yabd,  WASBiiTGToir,  Dec  10, 1814. 
Sn :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the 
S6th  ultimo,  as  Chairman  of  a  committee  of  tiie  House 
of  Representatives,  for  **  inquiring  into  the  expediency 
and  practicability  of  a  reform  in  the  Naval  Department 
of  the  United  States;  transmitting  therewith  a  letter 
from  the  late  <<  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  15th  Novem- 
ber, to  the  Senate,  communicating  his  views  and  plans 
for  effecting  this  object,"  and  requesting  my  opinion, 
dtc,  of  the  plan  proposed. 
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I  have  perused  with  attention  the  said  ^'report**  to 
the  Senate,  and  now  proceed  to  give  you  my  opinion 
on  the  several  parts  thereof,  as  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject appears  to  me  to  require. 

It  has  been  long  evident  to  every  experienced  officer 
in  our  navy,  and  experience  has  made  it  known  to  the 
community  at  latge,  that  no  one  man,  (whatever  his 
intellectu^  powers  and  endowments  may  be)  is  fully 
competent  to  execute  the  multiplicity  of  complex  du- 
ties which  have  been  incumbent  on  the  Head  of  the 
Navy  Department 

Thus,  then,  another  branch  of  power  in  that  Depart- 
ment appears  to  have  become  indispensably  necessary, 
and  none  so  appropriate,  in  my  opinion,  as  a  board  of 
three  or  more  experienced,  practical,  professional  men. 
Whether  the  appellation  given  to  the  board,  in  the 
report  of  Mr.  Jones,  is  the  most  appropriate,  it  is  con- 
•tdered  unnecessary  herein  to  discuss ;  but  it  is  incon- 
trovertibly  demonstrable  that  such  aboard,  with  proper 
powers,  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  will  effect  a 
•aving  of  many  thousand  dollars  annually,  in  the  ex- 
penses of  our  Naval  Establishment 

The  Secretary  having  presented  his  report  in  the 
form  of  '^  a  bill,  it  may,  I  conceive,  be  found  conve- 
nieirt  to  the  cottmittee,  as  well  as  to  miiself;  to  ibUow 
its  Motions  in  their  rei^ar  cowse,  with  such  a  hxt 
and  candid  opinion  thereon,  as  Cbeir  proposiCiaBs  ap- 
peir  more  or  less  forcible  and  coaclusiw  on  my  mind. 
The  first  section,  being  totally  indefinite  and  pros- 
pective, apoears  to  be  susceptible  of  no  comment 

In  the  adoption  of  the  second  section,  for  the  orgui- 
ixntkui  of  the  board»  I  conceive  particular  care  sbonld 
be  taken  to  atoid  any  probable  cause  for  disunion  in 
its  members.  I  would,  tbttefore,  respectfully  advise 
*  that  the  presiding  member  be  designated  by  law,  and 
not  embarrass  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
the  selectton,  which,  Irom-  resignation,  death,  or  other 
canaUjr*  nkay  verj  freqiMBdy  occor ;  it  appears  to  me 
more  etigible,  theidbre,  thai  the  law  should  enact  that 
tha  aenior  navy  officer  of  the  board  should  be  the  pre- 
siding, member;  and,  being  once  so  established,  should 
conUnue  so  to  act  as  feng  as  he  remains  a  member 
thoreof,  notwithstanding  any  changes  that  might  there* 
after  take  place  by  the  supply  of  vacancies. 

The  board  cOiijoiBitiy  should  have  tiie  power  to  nomi* 
naAe  one  or  more  peraans  qnalified  finr  the  duties  of  the 
secHtaiy.  thereof  and  submit  soch  nommataons'to  the 
President  of  the  Untied  Sintea  for  his  seieoiioa  aisd 


A'  focnim  of  the  boaid,  or  at  leoal  Ae  pnudding 
aember  and  itsisecrdar^,  should  reaide  at  tba  Seal  of 
Okvenimenl  of  the  Uailed  States,  for  die  great  cob- 
venience  of  firoqnent  oommunicalaeos  and  eoniereaoea 
with  the  Secretary  of  tho  Nary,  or  with  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  cases  of  particular  importance. 
The  board  should  hold  its  regnlar  stated  meetings  in 
its  office  at  the  Seat  of  Oovomment,  unless,  on  emer- 
gen^, or  some  important  occasion,  the  SecreUry  of 
the  Navy  may  deem  it  more  eligible  to  be  held  else- 
where. 

•  The  duties  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  are  clearly 
and  amply  defined  in  the  *<  report,"  as  well  as  is  also 
the  powers  of  the  board  for  the  establishment  of  its 
rules,  and  the  regulations  of  its  proceedings,  dbc. 

The  third  section  appears  to  require  some  elucida- 
tion respecting  the  contemplated  time  or  times  for 
holding  "  each  stated  meeting''  of  the  board ;  as  this 
section  states  that  an  abstract  of  the  transactions  of 
eadi  such  meeting  shall  be  <*  transmitted  monthly  to 


the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,"  4cc.  Now,  the  trans- 
mission of  such  "  abstracts,"  monthly,  would  neces^- 
tate  an  almost  perpetual  session  of  the  board,  and  per- 
haps such  contmued  sitting  of  a  quorum  thereof  might 
be  found  imperative,  especially  in  time  of  war;  tot, 
otherwise,  it  is  respectfully  conceived  that,  after  the 
first  complete  organization  of  the  board,  once  in  two 
or  three  months  will  be  sufficient  for  general  stated 
meetings,  and  transmission  of  the  transactions  thereof 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  thus  affording  time  for  a. 
part  of  the  members  to  visit  personally  the  several  na- 
val stations,  which  I  conceiTc  to  be  one  of  the  most 
essential  poinUi  of  their  duty.  And  if,  as  heretofore 
suggested,  a  quorum  of  the  board,  or  at  least  the  pre- 
siding member,  and  the  secretary  thereof,  reside  at  and 
hold  their  office  at  tha  Seat  of  Government,  the  other 
members  will  be  better  enabled  to  inspect  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  different  naval  stations,  or  the  equipment 
of  any  squadron  or  single  ship,  (if  deemed  necessary,) 
and  report  daily,  or  otherwise,  as  may  appear  requisite, 
by  correspondence,  to  the  president  of  the  board,  or 
those  executing  the  duties  of  the  board  at  the  Seat  of 
Government,  who  can  immediately  confer  thereon  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes,  if  deemed  efisential,  and  thus  a  judg- 
ment may  be  formed  whether  or  not  it  may  be  expe- 
dient for  the  presiding  member  to  convene  the  board 
earlier  than  the  next  approaching  general  stated  meet- 
ing, or  at  any  other  port  or  place  than  their  permanent 
office.  Thus,  also,  by  this  constant  correspondence, 
the  president  of  the  board,  with  the  aid  of  the  secre- 
tary, will  always  have  the  business  necessaiy  for  the 
consideration  of  the  board  methodically  aitanged,  and 
ready  to  lay  before  them  immediately  on  their  meeting. 
On  the  fourth  section  I  would  only  observe  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  would  be  more  eligible  that  the  board, 
contemplated  in  the  <*  report,"  should  <*  prepare  such 
rules  and  regulations,  for  conducting  the  business  of 
the  Constructor's  department,  as  shall  appear  proper 
and  neceisary,"  and  submit  them  for  the  approval  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  through  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 

The  fifth  section,  a|i|»ointing  a  "paytoiasler"  of  the 
Navy,  it  is  believed,  will  be  produetive'of  great  tvimg 
in  the  appropriation  to  which  that  ofliee  applies,  sad 
lessen  in  a  great  degree  the  risk  of  misappUeat&on  or 
:  long  retention  of  the  miineye  «ppeniiBfog  thereto. 
•     The  sisth  eeotien  is  belieswl  to^  be  veiy  jnat  and 

llie  seventh  section  is  vespeetfhUy  sutaiitted  to  the 
wMom  and  judgment  of  th»  oemmiuee*  Ito  pioiie- 
iotts  ara,  however^  consfdeivd  a*  Adequate  aad  equita- 
ble, but  it  is-nevetthelass  oenoeived  fhat  the  traweBhv 
expenses  of  the  members,  while  on  duty,  AheoM  be 
ptoviiiedfor« 

Hieivmfybelilrwdtetanavid  aoademywill  hare 
en  amply  heoeielal  effeot en  tile lianiliMaUishaMBt, 
and  tend  to  preeiude  Ae  probability  of  puMfcahlpe  and 
"Masele  fUling  under  tlie  managMnent  of  jneempeMHl 
uninformed  men. 

^'Tlie  powers  and  duties  of  the  board^  are,  I  con- 
ceive, antply  illustrated  and  defined  in  the  **  repert^' 
except  that,  immediately  following^  the  first  geneial 
regulation,  it  might  be  proper  and  highly  useful  to  add, 
that  no  officer,  whatever  his  grade  may  be,  shatf  ia 
anywise  alter  the  internal  or  external  equipmenls  or 
arrangements  of  the  ship  or  vessel  under  his  command, 
or  to  which  he  may  be  in  any  manner  attached;  under 
pain  of ;  but,  on  perceiving  that  any  eligible  in- 
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pDT«aMiit  BHty  ht  mado  in  woj  putieiilar  wiiaA»feri 
be  Bball,  m  speediljr  *•  practicable,  tubmit  his  ideas  of 
siieh  improvamenl  to  du  board,  with  his  reasons  there- 
lory  for  their  deciaioD. 

The  latitude  that  haa  been  practised,  in  this  respect, 
haa  cost  the  Naval  Establishment  nunj  thousands  of 
dollars. 

In  addition  to  the  form  of  the  bill,  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  the  following : 

And  ht  it  further  enacted^  ^c^  That,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  no  person  shall  be  commissioned 
as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Statei^  until 
he  shall  have  attained  the  full  age  of -^^  years,  shall 
have  been  full  five  years  in  sea  service,  two  of  which 
at  least  he  shall  have  served  in  the  capaeity  of  mid- 
abipman,  master's  mate^  or  saiting  master,  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States ;  and  shall  have  and  produce  a 
eeitifieate  of  hie  ahiiilieB  (after  e  full  eTamination  be* 
ftva  a  court  of  competent  offioaie)  to  manage  and  con- 
d«c(  the  dntiee  of  a  ship-of^war,  in  ballasting  and 
ate«nng  the  hold,  masting,  ligglng,  docking*  oaie«ning» 
•nniiig,  and  exerdaiag  the  great  guns  and  small  arms ; 
shall  be  capable  of  worhing  a  ship  at  sea,  under  all  the 
fimns  and  variety  of  Bailing ;  making  and  taking  in 
sail,  anchoiingy  and  getting  under  way ;  mooring  and 
unmooring,  and  laying  at  single  anchor  in  a  tides-way, 
and  in  still  water;  shall  be  competently  skilled  in 
mathematical  navigation,  to  conduct  a  ship  to  pilot 
water,  on  any  known  coast,  island,  bay,  river,  or  har- 
bor, in  the  world. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vary  respectfuBy,  sir,  your 
•bedient  servant, 

THOMAS  TINGBY. 

Hen.  WifiUAic  Rain, 

Chmirmanofthe  Commtilee,  4«. 

Mr.  ResD.  then  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  several  acts  for  estttbliehiog  a  Navy 
Department,  by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners; which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RcED,  also  reported  a  bill  directiog  the 
manner  of  contracts  and  purchases  ia  th«  Navy 
Department,  and  for  promoting  economy  therein ; 
which  was  read  and  eommiued  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 
The  bill  which  was  read  a  third  time  on  Satur* 
days  ^^'^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  table,  was  taken  up  $ 
aad  tb»  qwesAkm  being  aiated-*-^  Shall  the  hill 

Mff.  Fabbow  aaaigoed,  in  a  few  words,  the 
f  eaeooe  wbieb  obliged  faim  to  vote  against  thia 
biU,'thoagh  be  was  in  favor  of  iu  object.  His 
ptiaeipal  ofa(|ectioa  was^  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  gives  power  to  collectors  to  appoint  ia* 
epectors,  to  be  eonridered  as  officers  of  the  Qev- 
eriKiieftt4 

Whei  Mr.  F.  sat  down,  the  question  was  ukeo, 
witboat  further  debate,  and  decided  in  the  affirma* 
five,  by  the  following  vote: 

Ykas — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Aveiy, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Olark,  Clendenin,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Couch,  Cuth* 
bert,  Dana,  Dafis  of  Pennsylvania^  Desha,  Davall, 
Sppee,  Evans,  Fiadley,  Fiafc  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Foc^ 


^th,  Fnmklia^  Gholaon,  Griffin,  Hell,  Harris,  Ha»* 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford,  IngeraoU,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  KUbourn,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson,  Newton« 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
TannehiU,  Troup,  Udree,  WiUiama,  WUsonof  Penn- 
sylvania, Wright  and  Yancey~82. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  CiUey, 
Cooper,  Coz,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa* 
chusetts,  Ely,  Fsrrow,  Oeddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Han* 
son,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hulbert,  K4nt  of 
New  York,  King  of  Masisachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
MiHer,  Markell,  Moeeley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sdiure^ 
man,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  TaggarCi 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts*  Wheaton> 
White,  Wiloox,  Winter,  and  Woodr-^. 

80  the  bill  was  passed. 

TuasDAY,  January  10. 

Mr.  Bppes,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
this  House  at  the  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
▼otes  on  the  amendments  depending  to  the  bill  **  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  esD- 
penses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pablte 
credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  ware^ 
and  merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  Uiii* 
ted  States./'  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  tonday. 

The  Sfbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  transmitting 
the  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  year.  The  letter  was  read,  and, 
with  the  accompanying  doeuments,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Preai* 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  coiiatract<^ 
ed  certain  floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of 
the  United  States,  was  twice  readj  and  referred 
to  the  Naval  Committee.  [This  bill  appropriates 
9500,000,  in  addition  to  tlw  sum  heretofore  ap^ 
printed  for  that  object.] 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shin* 
niok,  Schultz,  and  Vogeler,  Christian  Chapmaa, 
aod  the  legal  repreoentatires  of  John  Calef,  de» 
ceased,  (whose  property  was  destroyed  by  oar 
oflloeis  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  Baiti* 
more  in  August  last,)  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed* 

The  engrossed  bi II  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle 
(compensating  him  for  services  rendered  at  the 
instance  of  a  United  Slates  officer  in  North 
Carolina,  in  apprehending  counterfeiters  of  the 
paper  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States)  was 
read  a  third  time.  This  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
F18K,  of  New  York,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Yan- 
OBT,  and  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts.  The  di- 
vision on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was,  02  yeas^  40 
nays. 

The  engHMsed  biU  for  the  relief  of  William 
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Robinson  and  otherB,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  H. 
Washington,  was  read  a  third  time  (making  com- 
pensation for  a  house  destroyed  by  the  officers  of 
the  United  States  during  the  invasion  of  this  dis- 
trict in  August  last,}  which  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

SUNDAY  MAILS. 

Mr.  Farrow  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Chester  district,  South  Carolina,  re- 
monstrating against  the  transportation  and  open- 
ing the  mail  on  the  Sabbath,  which  he  moved 
might  be  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Pout  Roads. 

Mr.  F.  said  there  bad  been  eighty-five  pett* 
tions  on  this  subject  before  Congress  this  session, 
all  of  which  had  been  referred  to  the  Postmaster 
General.  Since  the  first  has  been  so  referred,  it 
has  been  about  three  months,  on  which  there  has 
been  no  report  made  to  Congress.  I  am  not,  said 
Mr.  F.,  about  to  charge  that  high  ofiicer  with  a 
neglect  of  duty,  but  have  stated  those  facts  for  a 
very  difierent  purpose.  It  is  for  the  purpose  to 
inquire  whether  Congress  have  properly  and  Con- 
stitutionally discharged  their  duty  in  respect  to 
those  petitions.  I  contend  that  they  ought  to 
have  been  referred  to  the  committee  to  which  1 
have  moved  this,  or  to  a  select  committee.  To 
prove  this  position,  I  will  first  draw  your  attention 
to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  page 
twenty-five.  Mr.  F.  read^"  Congress  shall  make 
'  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion, 
'  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridg- 
^  ing  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press ;  or  the 
'right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and 
'to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  of 
'  grievances." 

The  rule  or  order  of  the  day,  page  31,  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  every  morning  to  call 
on  the  members  of  the  several  States  to  present 
any  petitions  that  they  may  be  charged  with. 
As  the  Constitution  permits  the  people  to  peti- 
tion you,  and  the  order  of  the  day  is  to  hear  them, 
this  does  imply  an  engagement  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  that  they  will  redress  the  complaints 
of  the  people  or  state  to  them  the  reason  why 
you  reject  them.  You  are  the  body  petitioned, 
not  the  Postmaster  General,  as  you  are  their 
representatives,  and  not  him.  To  prove  to  you 
that  this  petition  oueht  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  I  must 
bring  to  your  view  the  standing  rule  of  this 
House.    [Here  he  read  from  page  37.]    ^  It  shall 

*  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
'  Post  Roads  to  take  into  consideration  all  such 

*  petitions,  and  matters,  or  things,  touching  the 
<  post  office  and  post  roads,  as  shall  be  presented  or 
'  may  come  in  question,  and  be  referred  to  them 
'  by  the  House,  and  to  re]iort  their  opinion  thereon, 
'  together  with  such  propositions  relative  thereto, 
'  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient."  There  is  no 
rale  that  authorizes  the  House  to  send  a  petition 
of  the  description  of  the  one  before  you,  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  notwithstanding  you  have 


given  that  direction  to  eighty-five  this  session. 
1  believe  that  they  have  been  thus  disposed  of  in 
order  that  the  House  may  not  be  further  troubled 
with  them,  which  appears  to  be  very  well  un- 
derstood by  the  Postmaster  General.  Is  it,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  subject  is  not  of  sufficient  im* 
portance  that  you  refuse  to  give  those  petitions 
the  ordinary  and  usual  course  of  all  other  peti- 
tions addressed  to  you  ?  I  acknowledge  that  the 
scheme  contemplated  by  those  petitions  is  not 
sanctioned  by  any  law  or  practice  in  this  Gov- 
ernment, or  any  country  or  State  in  Europe. 
You  boast* that  this  is  the  only  free  and  happy 
nation— your  petitioners  wish  to  add  another 
jewel  in  your  crown,  not  less  bright  than  the 
other — that  yours  is  the  only  virtuous  and  Sab- 
bath observing  nation.  You  have  set  apart  the 
day  after  to»morrow  to  be  spent  thoughout  the 
Union  in  prayer.  By  your  laws,  and  the  rales  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  carry  the  same  into 
execution,  you  command  many  thousands  of  your 
citizens,  with  their  horses,  to  be  laboriously  em- 
ployed each  and  every  hour  of  the  day  on  the 
next  Sabbath,  and  to  spend  every  Sabbath  in  the 
year  in  the  same  way.  It  appears  to  me  that 
you  might  as  well  suspend  either  the  one  prac- 
tice or  the  other,  (stop  praying  or  violating  the 
Sabbath,)  unless  you  are  ot  the  opinion  that  by 
those  laws  and  rules  that  you  have  enacted,  you 
have  the  power  to  repeal  that  decretal  order  of 
Heaven  that  commands  you  ^'to  keep  holy  the 
Sabbath  day."  You  are  the  best  judge  of  your 
repealing  powers  on  that  subject.  It  is  stated, 
and  so  contended,  by  the  honorable  gentlemmn 
from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  PoTTBa,)  that  it  is  the 
work  of  necessity  to  carry  and  open  the  mail  on 
the  Sabbath.  He  further  observed,  that  if  you 
prevented  the  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath, 
It  would  occasion  more  sin  to  be  committed,  as 
the  people  would  attend  at  the  post  offices,  and 
while  impatiently  waiting  there  for  their  letters 
and  papers,  by  being  debarred  from  obtaining 
them.  I  should  suppose  that  if  you  pass  a  law  to 
prohibit  the  carrying  or  opening  the  mail  on  that 
day,  that  as  your  law  would  be  public  it  would 
be  known  to  all,  therefore  they  would  not  go  or 
send  to  the  post  offices  on  that  day,  as  they  would 
know  that  the  mails  could  not  be  opened—the 
postmasters  themselves  would  not  attend.  In 
favor  of  a  long-established  favorite,  national,  sin- 
ful practice,  I  know  that  many  excuses  and  rea- 
sons can  be  given  in  favor  of  the  contiauaaee  o£ 
it— but  if  none  better  ean  be  given  than  what 
that  learned  gentleman  assigned,  the  Lord  have 
mercy  on  usl 

On  great  national  occurrenees,  it  is  now  the 
practice,  and  properly  so,  to  employ  expresses; 
they  are  not  carried  by  mails,  and  it  is  expedient 
that  they  should  travel  as  well  on  the  Sabbath  as 
on  other  days.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  Me 
to  see  the  necessity  for  the  transportation  and 
opening  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  conscious 
of  my  high  responsibility  to  God,  as  well  as  to 
my  country,  for  my  public  acts,  I  am  not  willing 
to  take  it  on  myself  to  fly  in  the  face  of  divine 
law.    i  do,  thereifore,  most  solemnly  disavow  and 
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«ODdemD  the  practice  of  the  transportAtioD  and 
opening  the  mails  on  that  holy  day,  believing  it 
to  be  onnecesflary,  inadmissible  and  wicked. 

After  the  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  peti- 
tion referred  to  the  Postmaster  General,  Mr. 
F.  offered  for  consideration  the  following  reso- 
lation : 

"Xaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  authorized  snd  required  to  examine 
into  the  propriety  of  submitting  to  the  consideration  of 
this  House  a  law  prohibiting  the  Postmaster  Oenersl 
ftom  making  anjr  contracts,  in  future,  for  the  trans- 
portation or  openmg  of  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  F.  observed,  that  if  the  subject-matter  of 
the  resolution  was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
arrest  the  attention  of  the  House,  that  any  obser- 
Tations  he  could  make  would  prove  ineffectual. 

DUTIES  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conferees  on  the  disagreeing  votes  on  the  manu- 
facture tax  bill.  The  conferees  recommended 
that  the  House  recede  from  its  opposition  to  the 
tax  proposed  by  the  Senate  on  umbrellas.  The 
Committee  concurred  in  the  report  without  de- 
Iwte,  and  reported  accordingly  to  the  House.  The 
House  took  up  the  report. 

A  debate  arose  thereon,  in  which  Messrs.  Bppbh, 
Wriobt,  Bahboob,  Stookton,  and  others,  advo- 
cated the  adopiioa  of  the  report,  and  Messrs.  Oak- 
uiT,  Sbbppbt,  Rhba,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Pickbr- 
IMO,  Inobrboll  of  Pennsylvania,  and  others,  op- 
posed it. 

The  debate  on  this  question  turned  not  on  the 
expediency  of  the  tax,  which  we  did  not  hear 
denied,  but  on  the  Constitutional  power  or  right 
of  the  Senate  to  make  such  an  amendment  to  a 
bill  for  raising  revenue.  The  debate  was  able, 
and,  being  on  a  question  never  before  believed  to 
have  been  debated,  was  highly  interesting.  The 
provision  of  the  Constitution  is  as  follows :  ''All 
'bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the 
'  House  of  Representatives;  but  the  Senate  may 
'  propose  or  concur  with  ameadments  as  on  other 
'  bills."  On  the  one  hand  it  was  contended  that 
the  Senate  could  not  amend  a  bill  by  adding  a 
new  tax  thereto,  because  to  do  so  would  be  to 
originate  a  tax,  which,  it  was  urged,  was  for- 
bidden by  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  In  sup- 
port of  this  doctrine,  an  argument  was  drawn 
from  the  practice  under  the  British  Qovernment, 
where  the  House  of  Lords  is  not  permitted  so  to 
amend  such  a  bill.  On  the  other  hand  it  was 
urged,  (hat  the  power  to  amend  being  expressly 
given  to  the  Senate,  forbade  analogy  to  the  prac- 
tice of  any  other  Government,  whose  unwritten 
constitution  contained  no  such  provision;  that, 
the  power  of  the  Senate  to  increase  or  diminish 
a  tax  not  being  denied,  the  power  otherwise  to 
modify  a  tax  followed  of  course ;  and  that  In  a 
hiU  imposing  a  tax  on  manufactures,  the  Senate 
iiad  an  undoubted  right  to  add  to  the  articles 
enumerated,  any  other  article  which  they  deemed 
a  proper  subject  of  taxation,  dbc. 


The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  was, 
after  a  long  and  ingenious^debate  on  this  point, 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays— 
for  the  report  07,  against  it  53.  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett»  Bayly  of  Viiginia,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenia* 
Conard,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper, 
Dana,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans,  Far- 
row, Findley,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ueddes,  Gholson, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentocl^, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mair- 
land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis, 
Lyle,  Macon,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  MU- 
ier,  Monigomery,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleas- 
ants, Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
8age»  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood, 
Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Stockton,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troop, 
Udiee,  White,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bavlies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caoerton,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Ely,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Hale, 
Hendenon,  Hnngeribrd,  Hulbert,  Ligersoll,  Ingham, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lovet^  Lowndes,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Oakley, 
Ormsl^,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  WUliam  Reedt 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Robertson,  Rnggles^  Shefiey,  Stan- 
ford, Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
Wikox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Wednebdat,  January  11. 

Mr.  RiNGQOLD  presented  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Potomac  Com- 
pany, praying  an  extension  of  the  powers  of  their 
charter  so  as  to  allow  them  to  dispose  of  mill- 
seats  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  case 
the  erection  of  mills  on  the  same  shall  not  be 
prejudicial  to  the  navigation.  The  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co* 
lumbia. 

Mr.  STANroan,  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a 
bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  ihe  act  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  act  of  tke 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  the 
12th  of  December,  1814,  establishing  the  fees  of 
the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports 
of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  volunteer  bill,  reported  son- 
dry  amendments  to  the  said  amendments ;  which 
were  agreed  to.  On  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  as  amended,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoKim,  the  House  deter- 
mined not  to  sit  on  to-morrow,  it  being  a  day- 
assigned  by  the  President  as  a  day  of  national 
fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Preei- 
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deot  of  the  United  States,  the  one  transmitting 
an  account  of  the  eontingeot  expenses  of  the 
OoTernment  for  the  fear  past ;  the  other,  trans- 
mitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the 
Mint. 

LAND  CLAIMS  iN  MIS6IS6IPPI. 

The  House  again  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  quieting  and 
adjusting  clainn  to  land  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory.; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
made  several  amendments  thereto. 

Mr.  MoCoT  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  fiost- 
poned  until  the  second  Monday  in  March  next; 
which  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  63,  nays  71,  ^lb  follows : 

YxAs-— 'Messjs.  Alexsmleri  Alston,  Anderseni  Bar* 
boar,  Bsrd,  Bcmett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Calhoan,  Csnnon,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Coamtock,  Con* 
asd,  Crawford,  Croneh,  Catfabert,  fhrna  of  Peniuyl- 
^ania,  DenoyeUes,  Desha,  fippes.  Farrow,  Findley, 
Forsyth,  Frankfio,  Gholson,  uourdin,  Griffin,  HsH, 
Harris,  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
KUboam,  King  of  Massachuse^,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  Mc- 
Coy, McKim,  McLean,  Parker,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringaold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Oeybert,  Smith  of  Ticginia,  Btanford,  19trong, 
Tannehill,  Tmrfor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  WSson  of 
Penniylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — ^MeasTi.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  6f 
Tiri^nia,  Boyd,  Bre^enridge,  Brighara,  Capeiton, 
Champion,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creigbton,  Cvlpeper,  Da- 
-fenport,  Bava}l,£ly,  Forney,  Gaston,  Qeddes,  Gros- 
Tenor,  flale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawkins,  Hendennn j  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Humphreys,  hrwin,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Jaekson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maiyland, 
Kershaw,  Law,Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  MarkeU,Mc- 
Kee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oalley, 
Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schuraman, 
Sevier,  Sharp,  l^eiley,  Sherwood,  8h^>herd,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stockton,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasachnsetts, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
aadbasetta,  and  Wood. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
mmendments  made  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  first  section,  and  was  determined 
la  the  negative.  The  question  on  ooacurriog  in 
the  amendments  to  the  second  section  was  stated : 
'wktn  the  House  adjouraed. 


Friday,  January  13. 

Mr.  Sgybsbt  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  and  traders  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing  an  uniform 
system  of  Mnkrnptcy  throughout  the  United 
Sutes.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  the  bill  on  that  subject  is  referred. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Uommittee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revoiutioaary  Chiims,  reported  a  bill 
lor  the  relief  of  William  Arnold ;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Naval  Committee, 
iaported  two  bills  for  compensating  individuals, 


not  having  commissions  from  the  United  States, 
for  prisoners  and  property  taken  from  the  ena- 
roy  by  spirited  enterprise,  viz :  a  bill  concerjiiair 
Matthew  Guy  and  others,  and  a  bill  conceraiofir 
Weston  Jenkins  and  oriiers;  which  w«r.e  read 
twice,  and  committed. 

LOST  CERTIFICATES. 
Mr.  Cbappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Farrington  Barcalow,  admin- 
istrator of  Mary  Rapelyea ;  which  was  read  ; 
when  Mr.  C.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Farrington  Barcalow,  administrator  of  Marf 
Rapeleya ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  the  aaid  Ma^  Bap* 
pelya  wss  possessed  of  two  loan  oflioe  certificates ; 
that  her  heuse  was  coosamed  by  five,  and  with  it 
the  said  certificates.  He  prays  that  they  may  be  re- 
newed, or  some  other  compensation  made  for  4hem. 

It  appears  that  there  were  issued  to  the  said  Maiy 
Rappelya  two  certificates  firom  the  loan  office  of  New 
Jersey:  one,  No.  1,594, dated  June  8,  177S,  for  9606; 
the  other,  Ko.  394,  dated  the  same  day,  Ibr  ^$690;  and 
^at  the  said  certificates  are  still  outstanding  andtm- 
psid.  It  idso  appears  that  she  msde  known  the  fact 
of  the  destruction  of  the  said  osrtifleales  shortly  aftsr 
it  happened,  which  was  in  March,  1T87,  bot  did— t 
advertise  it  in  the  papcos  aatii  Febmaiy,  I19S,  user 
five  years  aftevwards,  which  ahe  has  sworn  was  oooa- 
siaaed  by  her  ignoranee  of  its  aeoasaity.  She  pali- 
tioaed  Congress  fof  radress  in  the  aaae.  in  MttWBj, 
1796,  and  a  favorable  mport  was  made  theteon,  liaitt 
was  not  finally  acted  on.  She  died  in  the  year  1SQ7, 
and  in  1811  the  adminislration  of  her  effects  was  com- 
mitted to  the  petitioner. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  it  appears  that  the  claim  is 
a  just  one ;  bat  it  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitation, 
it  not  appearing  that  the  claim  was  presented  at  tiie 
Treasuiy  on  or  before  the  1st  of  June,  1795,  which  i» 
required  by  law.  It  also  appears  that  the  requisites  of 
the  resolve  of  1780  have  not  been  complied  with,  oo 
far  as  to  advertise  the  destruction  immeaiatdtf  after  It 
happened.  The  committee  ieel  satisfied,  however,  that 
as  the  destruction  was  advertised,  and  as  a  petition  was 
presented  to  Congress,  and  not  to  the  Treasiuy,  befaro 
the  limited  time  had  expired,  there  has  been  a  oonpG- 
aace  with  thesptrt^,  althongh  not  with  the  letter  of 
the  laws.  They  are,  thersfors,  of  opinioa  that  veJiBf 
ought  to  be  granted,  and  report  a  bill  ibr  thai  parposs. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  MI8SIS8IPPL 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  th« 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

[This  bill  provides  a  mode  of  settlement  of 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  north 
of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  derived  from 'grants 
or  patents  issued  by  the  British  Goveroiaent.] 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  hili  to- 
dav,  as  it  had  done  on  Wednesday,  in  which  the 
bill  was  strenuously  advocated  by  Mr.  McKax,. 
Mr.  RoBSRTaoM,  Mr.  Lattimorb,  and  others, 
and  as  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr. 
Wright,  and  others. 
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The  iq^ttion  od  the  passage  of  the  btU  to  a 
third  rcftdiDg,  was  decided  id  ihe  negative,  by  a 
majority  of  one  iHite<— For  the  engrosament  70, 
agaiaat  it  71,  as  follows : 

Tba»— MesRv.  Baylks  of  MsMchuMlts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Boyd,  BradboTy,  Breckenridge,  Bngham, 
OaBertmi,  ChampioD,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cos,  Greighton, 
Onjpeper,  DaTSoport,  Dnvall,  Ely,  Fish  of  Vermont, 
Forney,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Orosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrooek, 
Hawkins,  Henderson,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howeil, 
Bolbect,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kershaw,  Kilbonrn,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Markeii,  Mc- 
Kee,  Montgomery^  Moseley,  Oakley^  Ormsby,  Picker- 
ing, Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rob- 
ertson, Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shefiby, 
Sherwood,  Siayniaker,  Smith  of  New  Yotk,  Stockton, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vese,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chnsetts.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Bntler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clendenin, 
Oomstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvanta,  ]>enoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  five ns, 
Farrow,  fHndley,  Fisk  of  tf ew  York,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Gfaolson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hail,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hubbard,  Hmigerford,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lelfots,  Lyia,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleaaants,  Rea  of  Pennaylvania,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Smith  of  Penn^lvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
SUnford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfhir,  Troup, 
Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  foliowiog  is  a  copy  of  Lhe  bill  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  adjttstfi^ent  of  th^ae  claims,  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  stood  when  the  question  was 
taken  on  eogro«»iQg  thesacaefor  a  third  reading: 
An  Aet  inr  qaieliiig  and  a^^ssting  oiaims  to  Jaad  in 
the  MissiMippi  Ti»fitoty. 

Be  it  enacted  byihe  Senate  and  House  of  ^apre- 
BtntaUvea  of  the  united  States  of  America  in  Can" 
greaa  assembled.  That  every  person  or  persons  claim- 
ing lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  north  of  the 
thhrty-first  degree  of  latitude,  by  virtue  of  any  gfrant  or 
patent  issued  by  the  British  Qovemment,  before  the 
4th  day  of  July,  1776,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  file  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office*  aU  the  evidence  of  their  datm  or  claims, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  claimants,  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  to  wi&- 
draw  the  original  title  papers,  and  all  evidence  relat- 
ing to  such  daims,  from  the  registers  of  the  land  offices 
within  the  Territory  aforesaid,  and  which  may  have 
hean  filed  by  the  clatoMnts  according  to  law. 

Sac  3.  And  be  it  furfur  enatied.  That  the  Sec- 
retaiy  of  St«te,  the  Attorney  General,  and  Coounis- 
sioner  ef  the  General  Land  Ofiiee,  be,  and  they  are 
heraby  authorized  and  empowered  to  examine  such  of 
the  claims  thus  filed  as  extend  over  land  granted  by 
the  United  States,  or  actually  possessed  by  persons 
whom  the  United  States  are  in  any  manner  bound  to 
secure  therein,  and  to  decide  therein  according  to  law 
and  equity.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  oommia- 
sioners  aforesaid,  to  proceed  to  examine  and  decide  on 


the  claiaM  afoiyisid,  whanaiveff  It  shall  appear  to  tfaam 
that  claims  to  the  amount  of  one  hnnoied  and  ffity 
thousaad  acres  shall  have  been  filed  with  the  Comnis- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  puiiuaaee  of 
this  act. 

Sec  S.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  the  act 
of  filing  the  claims  aforesaid,  with  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
shall  be  considered  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  ao- 
ceptance  by  the  claimants  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  ^ 
and  the  decisions  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid  shall  . 
be  final,  and  shall  have  all  the  effect  in  law  of  a  de^ 
cision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

&BC.  4.  Ana  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  all 
cases  where  the  commissioners  aforesaid  shall  decide 
in  fiivor  of  the  claimant,  the  Commissioner  of  the  €^- 
eral  Land  Office  shall  issue  to  the  claimant  a  cer^ft^ 
oate  of  confirmation,  specifying  the  quantity  of  land 
confirmed  by  such  decision ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duly 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Luid  Office  to  de- 
liver such  certificate  of  confirmation  to  the  daimtfit, 
his  agent,  or  attorney,  which  shall  be  received  in  lieu 
of,  and  in  full  compensation  for,  the  land  so  claimed. 

Sac.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  certifi- 
cates of  confirmation  authorized  by  this  act,  diaU  be 
received  at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  Statf|s, 
in  payment  for  any  pubHc  lands  of  the  United  States, 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  Mississippi  Territoty,  at 
rates  to  be  established  by  said  commissioners  in  said 
certificates,  but  not  to  exceed  two  dollars  per  acre,  fbr 
every  acre  contained  in  such  eertifieatoof  oonfirmation : 
Prfindedt  That  such  certificates  ahali  not  be  reoeimd 
in  ps^ment  for  any  lands  sold  before  the  date  of  smfli 
certificate;  nor  ahall  any  djscouBt  be  allowed  for 
prompt  parent  in  such  certificates:  And  providedf 
also.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  constntad  as 
to  authorize  any  British  grant  or  patent  to  be  read  aa 
evidence  in  any  court  of  the  United  Stetes,  which  may 
not  be  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  Genoal 
Land  Office,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  which  p^j 
be  barred  by  the  provisions  of  any  former  Uw. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  mto  a  Coiaaiit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  an^hoffixe  lhe 
President  of  the  United  States  to  riiiae  certain 
companies  of  raogera  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States.  After  having  made 
some  progress  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  le- 
ported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again* 

Saturday,  January  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Delaware,  Hen- 
ry M.  RiOGELT,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means,  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Isaac  Smith,  and  therewith  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Smith  and  G.  Caldwell;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  E.  also  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers,  ex- 
planatory of  the  provision  authorizing  a  remis- 
sion of  the  duty  in  cases  of  stills  being  burnt; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  eiigrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 
laying  taxes  on  household  furniture,  extending 
the  time  to  which  the  first  shall  take  effect,  from 
the  first  day  of  February  to  the  first  of  April,  and 
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the  time  in  which  the  other  shall  be  carried  into 
effect  from  February  to  May.  The  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  V irgiaia.  from  the  Militia  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  more  ef- 
fectually to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
^establishing  a  uniform  militia  in  the  United 
States. 

[This  bill  prescribes  certain  regulations  for  a 
general  organization  of  the  militia,  to  take  place 
within  one  year  from  the  date  of  its  passage,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  several  State  Legisla- 
tures ;  among  which  is  the  arrangement  of  the 
militia  of  each  State,  where  it  has  not  already 
been  done,  into  divisions,  to  consist  of  not  le$s 
than  two  nor  more  than  three  brigades,  having 
one  Major  General  to  each  division ;  the  divis- 
ions, when  in  field,  to  rank  according  to  their 
numbers,  the  lowest  number  to  be  the  highest  in 
rank.]    The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  following 
resolution: 

Raohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands  be 
instmcted  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  House  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  the  United  States,  in 
that  tract  of  ooontrv  within  the  State  of  Ohio  and  dis- 
trict of  Chilicothe,  heretofore  set  apart  for  satisfying 
the  claims  of  reftigees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

The  resolution  having  been  modified,  on  the 
auggestion  of  Mr.  Kmo,  of  Massachusetts,  so  as 
to  authorize  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  such  a  measure,  instead  of  making 
the  provision  peremptory,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Can eion, 

Raohfedf  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing to  any  person  who  shall  take  up  a  deserter  from 
tiie  service  of  the  United  States,  and  deliver  him  to 
any  commissioned  officer  in  said  service,  an  exemption 
from  a  draught  or  six  months  tour  of  duty  in  the  ser^ 
vice  aforesaM. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
'  tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  rais- 
ing certain  companies  of  mounted  rangers  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontier.  The  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKbb,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
regulating  the  sale  of  certain  reserved  sections  of 
land  in  Ohio,  and  the  bill  attaching  to  the  Can- 
ton district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land 
lying  between  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  Miami  of 
Lake  Erie  and  the  Western  line  of  the  Connec- 
ticut reserve.  These  bills  were  reported  to  the 
House,  and  severally  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  agreed  co  the  sec- 
ond and  fourth  of  the  amendments  proposed 
by  this  House  to  their  amendments  to  the  bill 
**  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  as- 
sociate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States," 
and  have  disagreed  to  the  residue  of  the  said 
amendments.  i 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Wells,  and  others.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
an  amendment;  which  was  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House.  The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  message  from  the  Senate  notifviog  their 
disagreement  to  certain  amendmentsof  this  House 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  asso- 
ciate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States," 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

PETITION  OF  ANN  HODOKINSON. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Ann 
Hodgkinson ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  memorialist  represents  that,  after  the  dec- 
laration of  war,  her  late  husband  entered  on  board  a 
private  armed  vessel^  the  York  of  Baltimore,  and  was 
killed  in  an  engagement  with  the  enemy ;  that,  after 
his  death,  she  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list ;  her  request  was  com- 
plied with,  but  only  as  much  allowed  her  as  is  allowed 
the  widows  of  common  seamen  in  snch  cases.  She 
prays  that  Congress  would  grant  to  her  a  further  al- 
lowance, as  her  husband  acted  as  prize-master  on  boaid 
the  York ;  and  states  that,  according  to  the  constant 
usage  of  the  privateer  service,  prize-masters  rank  with 
and  receive  the  emoluments  of  first  lieutenants.  It 
appears  that  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy  gave  as  a 
reason  lor  not  allowing  more  to  the  vridow,  that  prize- 
masters  are  unknown  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  grant  anything  ad- 
ditional in  consequence  of  that  appointment.  The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Secmtaiy  was  oor« 
rect ;  that  the  office  of  prize-master  is  generaJiy  con- 
ferred upon  an  experienced  seaman,  in  whom  confi- 
dence is  placed,  and  is  matter  of  private  arrangement 
as  to  pay  and  emolument  between  the  captain  and 
such  prize-master.  The  committee  see  no  sufficient 
reason  for  Conaress  interfering  in  this  particular  case, 
and  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted* 

RELIEF  OF  NEW  MADRID. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o( 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the 
Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  several  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and,  except  one.  which  was 
disaffreed  <o,  were  concurred  in  by  tne  House. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended ;  and  a  mo- 
tion was  then  made,  by  Mr.  McKm,  farther  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  foHowiog 
sections: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  far  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  two  dinn- 
terested  and  skilful  persons  to  inquire  into  and  ascertain 
the  damage  which  has  been  been  done  by  the  stonn  of 
wind,  in  the  month  of  August  last,  to  the  houses  and 
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property  of  persono  rending  in  the  City  of  Weahington. 
Tliepereone  eo  appointed  ihaU  retnm,  nnder  oath,  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  just  estimate  of 
the  damage  sustained  in  the  cases  aforesaid. 

"And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the  injury  sus- 
tained, and  the  estimates  reported  by  the  persons  ap- 
pointed aa  aforesaid,  the  sunerers  shall  receive  public 
land,  to  be  located  as  is  heretofore  provided  by  this  act, 
at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  as  a  lull  compensa- 
tion lor  the  injuries  done  aa  albreiaid. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
-  mined  in  the  negative ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Monday,  January  16. 

Mr.  Nglbom  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Tatbam,  praying  compensation  for  bis  services 
for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  in  the  aecamalation 
of  civil,  military,  topographical,  and  public  eco- 
nomical materials,  by  order  of  President  Wasb- 
•  f NOTON,  in  the  year  1799. — Referred  (o  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  38th  ultimo,  so  much  of  xhH 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfin- 
ished Business  as  relates  to  the  bill  for  the  more 
effectual  defence  of  the  Northwestern  frontier,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of 
the  North  western  frontier,  by  grantiujg  donations 
of  land  to  actual  settlers,  and  for  public  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 
raise  certain  comoanies  of  rangers  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of^the  United  States,  and  to  repeal 
certain  acts  now  in  force  for  this  purpose,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  oassed. 

An  engrossed  bill  regulating  the  sale  of  certain 
reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bili  atuching  to  the  Canton  dis- 
trict, in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lying 
between  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of 
Lake  Brie  and  the  Connecticut  Western  reserve, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bili  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  layinff  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *<An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Gh)vernment,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  col- 
leetioff  the  same;"  and  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pob- 
lie  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture, 
and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '*  giving  further 
time  to  complete  the  surveys  and  obtain  the  pat- 
ents for  the  lands  located  under  Virginia  resolu- 
tion warrants;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  til  is  House.  The  bill  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  PuMic 
Lands. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sunanr  citizens  of  Boston,  in  Massachu- 
setts, prayinff  for  the  passage  of  a  law  establish- 
ing an  unitorm  system  of  bankruptcy;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
having  that  subject  under  considerattoo. 

Mr.  Trodp,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  recommendation  that  the  House 
insist  on  that  amendment,  proposed  by  them, 
to  the  volunteer  bill,  which  provides  that  State 
corps  (to  be  accepted  in  pursuance  of  this  bill  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,)  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  lieu  of  a  like  number  of  militia,  which 
shall  at  any  time  be  required  from  the  State 
which  offers  them ;  and  also  on  the  amendment 
which  varies  or  extends  the  descriptions  of  rifles 
which  the  volunteers  may  use. 

And  the  House  determined  to  insist  thereon,  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Pbabbon,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  destruction  of  certain  pa- 
pers and  Touchers  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  together  with  the 
Clerk's  second  letter  in  relation  thereto,  made  a 
further  report,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  giving  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete  their 
payments.  The  bill  was  reported  .to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James 
Hynum  next  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  Yazoo  claims ; 
which  occasioned  considerable  discussion.  The 
Committee  rose,  before  iiavinjg^  gone  through  the 
same,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

SUNBAr  MAILS. 

Mr.  Bbadbury,  Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut, 
and  Mr.  Comstocc,  of  New  York  presented  peti- 
tions from  their  respective  districts,  remonstrating 
against  the  transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail 
on  the  Sabbath ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Post- 
master general. 

Mr.  Howell,  of  New  York,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  like  nature,  which  he  moved  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 
He  said  he  was  not  to  be  deterred  from  making 
this  motion  by  the  failure  of  a  former  attempt  of 
the  same  character.  It  was  a  respect  doe  to  the 
petitioners,  he  conceived,  that  a  report  should  ba 
made  on  their  petition,  which  it  was  not  probable, 
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lifi?wg  been  so  looff  delayed,  would  be  received 
at  the  hands  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Oo  this  motion  of  Mr.  Howbll,  there  arose  a 
aoiart  debate,  the  motion  being  opposed  and  ad- 
vocated by  several  gentlemen.  The  debate  turned 
on  the  merits  of  these  petitions,  nvhich  were  de- 
nied by  Mr.  RHBiii  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Mr.  Wriobt.  and  upheld  by  Mr.  Howblu 
Mr.  CoMBTOCK,Mr.  HnLBEitT,aBd  Mr.  FindleyI 
In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  was  stated  by  Mr. 
KiLBooBN,ihat  he  knew  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral did  intend  to  report  on  this  subject  at  an 
early  day.  On  the  one  hand  of  this  question,  it 
was  contended  that  this  was  «a  attempt  to  blend 
the  affairs  of  Church  and  State,  which  bad  been 
systematically  made,  and  industriously  promoted 
by  the  circulation  of  petitions  for  signature  all 
over  the  Union ;  and  it  was  intimated  that  some 
political  party  considerations  might  have  entered 
into  the  motives  which  produced  them.  On  the 
other  band,  it  was  urged  that  these  petitions 
wete  signed  by  religious  persons  of  all  denomina- 
tions, whose  respectability,  professions,  and  stand- 
ing in  life,  equally  entitled  these  petitions  to  a 
respectful  bearing,  &c. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by 
Mr.  Howell  on  this  motion,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative— for  the  reference  prepesed  81, 
i^inst  it  70. 

Mr.  Crouch,  of  Peniisylvania,  and  Mr.  EiL- 
ROURii,  of  Ohio,  presented  petitions  of  a  like  te- 
nor with  the  above ;  which  were  referred. 

TuESDAT,  JanvaTy  17. 

An  engrossed  bill,  giving  further  time  to  pur- 
chasers of  public  lamis  to  complete  their  pay- 
ments, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  ensrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
James  Ilyomn,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  r  part  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  this  House  to  their  bill 
"  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House; 
and  the  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  other  part 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
said  bill.  The  Senate  insist  on  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendments  insisted  on  by  this  House 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  asso- 
ciate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States,'^ 
and  ask  a  conference  on  the  said  amendments ;  to 
which  conference  they  have  appointed  managers 
on  their  part. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Delaware,  laid  upon  the  table 
the  following  resolution : 

Ituohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  state  to  this  House  the  reason 
why  he  iiss  not  made  a  report  to  this  House,  as  di- 
rected by  their  resolution  of  the  ladi  October  last,  (call- 
ing for  a  report  relative  to  the  advancing  of  moneys  by 
States,  dec.) 


8UI!IDA¥  aUOiS. 
The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  Home  a  report 
from  the  Postmaster  Genera],  on  the  several  peti- 
tions which  have  been  referred  to  btm  at  the 
present  session,  remonstrating  against  the  opening 
or  conveyance  of  the  mails  on  Sundays;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.-— It  is  as  foUows : 

Gbvmulz.  Post  Gpvicb,  Jm.  tt,  1616. 

Sim:  The  Peatflsaster  G^eral,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred sondry  menMrials  against  the  naage  of  miw- 
porting  and  opening  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath,  baa  the 
honor  to  report  the  following  facts  and  obeerratioBs : 

The  nsage  of  transporting  the  maik  on  the  Sabbath, 
is  coeval  with  the  ConstiUition  of  the  United  States ; 
and  a  prohibition  of  that  usage  will  be  first  considered. 

The  mail  passes  every  day  in  the  week  from  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  to  SaTanaah,  in  Geeegia,  and 
liom  Wiseasset,  in  Maine,  to  Sooodic  FaUs,  whhoat 
rest  on  the  Sabbath.  And  the  aame  praetioa  pieiisih 
on  the  great  route  from  Washington  City  to  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  the  Bfissoori  Tenttory  ;  and  from  that 
city  to  Tennessee,  Mississippi  TerritoQrt  and  New 
Oileans;  and  from  Charleaton,  South  Gaiolina,  to 
Tenneasee  and  Kentucky ;  and  on  aevexal  other  gtmt 
chains  of  conmionication. 

If  the  mail  was  not  to  move  on  Sunday,  on  the  first 
mentioned  route,  it  woajd  be  delayed  from  three  to 
four  days  in  pasang  from  one  extreme  cf  the  route  to 
the  ether.  From  Washington  Cit^  to  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri Territory,  the  mail  would  be  delayed  two  doje. 
From  Washington  City  to  New  Orleans,  the  inail 
would  be  delayed  three  days.  From  New  Orleans  to 
Boston  it  would  be  delayed  from  four  to  five  days.  And 
generally  the  mails  would,  on  an  aveimge,  be  retarded 
equal  to  one-seventh  part  of  the  time  now  employed, 
if  the  mails  do  not  move  on  the  SabbaUi. 

On  the  smaller  cross  routes,  the  transporting  of  the 
mail  has  been  avoided  on  the  Sabbath,  except  when 
neoeesary  to  prevent  great  delays,  and  to  preaerviB  con- 
nexions with  different  routes. 

In  relation  to  opening  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath,  it 
may  be  noticed,  that  the  ninth  section  of  the  ^Act  reg- 
sOating  the  Poat  Office  estabhshmeat,"  amkes  it  die 
duty  of  the  postmasters  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his 
«^Bce  **  every  day"  on  which  a  mail  shall  arrive  et  his 
office,  and  at "  all  leasonablo  hours"  on  eveij  day  ^ 
the  week.  When  a  mail  is  conveyed  on  the  Sabbath, 
it  must  be  opened  and  exchanged  at  the  offioes  wbidi 
it  may  reach  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Thie  operation, 
at  the  smaller  offices,  occupies  not  more  than  ton  or 
twelve  minutes ;  in  some  of  the  larger  offices,  it  oecu- 
pies  one  hour ;  and,  it  is  believed,  does  not  very  greatly 
mterfere  vrith  religious  exercises,  as  to  the  postmasters 
themselves. 

The  practice  of  <*  delivering"  letters  and  newspapers 
on  the  Sabbath  is  of  recent  origin,  and  directed  by  the 
above  quoted  section,  commencing  in  1810.  Prior  to 
that  period,  no  postmaster  (except  the  postmaater  at 
Washington  Citv)  wss  required  to  deliver  letleie  and 
newspapers  on  the  Sabbath.  The  ^  reasonable  houn" 
were  to  be  determined  by  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  who 
established  the  following  regidatiens,  now  eodsliag: 
**  At  {Met  offiess  where  the  mail  arrma  on  Sunday,  the 
office  is  to  be  kept  open,lbr  the  delivery  of  leltm^  ^ke, 
for  one  hour  after  the  arrival  and  assortittgof  the  mail ; 
bat  in  case  that  would  interlere  with  the  hoois  of  pub- 
lic worship^  then  the  office  is  to  be  kept  open  for  one 
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Jbonr jrfbrith*  nraal  tSttd  of  ^imMiig  the  mMliiigi!, 

t0o  ktB  Jbr  the  delvteiy  «f  letten  on  ftrtnrdey  «if  ht, 
^  poeteuter  is  inatraoted  to  ddWer  them  on-Sandsy 
Morauig,:at  raeh  eeyly  hour  ee  not  to  entrench  upon 
^e  hOBM  devoted  to  public  religions  eierciees.  If 
thAen9al»ticnw4De  not  gtrictfy  sttonded  to,  it  nniit 
be  kqpMUOile  to  the  ufgmmy  of  «ppiioaati,  fluidtfaeeom- 
pdninnee  :ef  poetewstara. 

After  the  pseee^g  etatenent,  it  ie  to  be  ^dbiwrved, 
tlmt  pnUic  policy,  para  mevidi^,  and  nndefiled  rali- 
gian,  ounfaine  in  fhf«r  of  a  dne  ebaervance  of  tiie  Bab- 
.baih.  NwrattheleaB,  a  nation •  owes  to  itself  an  exevciee 
of  the  means  adapted  to  its  own  presenration,  and  for 
^e  GontinQttioe  of  Akmm  veiy  blesainga  which  ikm  from 
anch  ohwvvanee ;  aadtha  nation  maateometfanea  oper- 
ntey l^frfinr of ita ageiftay«««i  on  the  fiabbcth;  and 


>a«chepaval 
pamaUe^ai 


i  nuy,aa  in  two  of  wv,  become  itt&- 
lat  the  flMUiy  may  enjoy  an  nnintemipted 


ie,aothat 

9  of  xeligian  in  ^piietode  and  in  eafety.  In  the 
pmaflKt  rtate  of  the  nation,  it  may  be  sopposed  neoea- 
aaiy,,  daihr,  to  lOoniveT-Oovermental  orders,  tnstractions, 
xmLregmatiims,  and  to 


and  receive  in- 
If 'this  daily  carriage  of  ^he  maii  be,  as 
-raktea  t»  the  ealiBty  of  the  nation,  a  matter  of  necessity, 
lit  ako  beeoBMBA  work  of  mercy.  When  peace  shall 
teniae,  the  neosasity  will  greafly  dhntnish,  «nd  it  will 
;he,  at  sH  tiiMSy.  n  pteaanve  to  this  Department  to  pie- 
wnt  any  fkofimatien^  the  Sabbath,  as  iar  as  irelates 
to  its  fiflnwl^ithorily. 

The  preceding  statement  of  facts  and  observttions 
.aiesttiunittad^withimttoh  respect  for  the  memorialists, 
and  with  great  deference  to  yoorself  and  the  honorable 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

RETURN  J.  MEIGS,  J». 
Hon.  Sfxakbe 

0/  ibt  Mmm  of  RtprtatptikBameB. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itseif  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplemental  to  the 
act  for  the  settlement  of  the  Yazoo  claims.  The 
question  yet  depending  od  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hall,  of  Georgia,  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
is  sul^tantially  the  same  as  that  stated  below. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Oakley 
and  Wright,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Hall  and 
FoRSTTH,  but  was  finally  negatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill; 
and  the  amendments  made  thereto  were  agreed 
to.  Among  the  amendments  was  one  extending 
the  time  for  filiog  releases,  dbc,  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  renewed  the  motion  he 
bad  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  add  a 
new  section  to  the  bill,  which  he  now  varied  to 
read  as  follows : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commissioners 
aforesaid,  having  decided  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the 
releases  and  assignments  of  individual  claimants,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act, 
entitled  «<An  act  lor  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  to  pnbHc  lands  in  the  Missiaiippi  Territory," 
sliaU»  in  their  report  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Btateis  eertify  sooh  portion  of  the  claims  of  each  indi- 
vidual claimant,  as  in  justice  should  and  ought  to  be 
xaserved  for  defraying  their  respective  proportions  of  all 
jnst  and  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  the  trustees, 
Suaiantoesy'  or  agents  of  the  companies  to  which  they 


respectively  bdong,  and  for  wbldi,  by  agreement  en- 
tered into  in  writing,  they  are  bound ;  which  said  por- 
tion shall  be  delivered  over  -to  said  trustees,  agents,  or 
guarantees,  and  certifieatas  for  the  residue  to  the  indi- 
vidual hsnsetf,  Us  agent,  or  attorney,  specially  auth*- 
iaed  to  receive  the  same. 

This  motion  itfus  opposed  by  Mesers.  Oaklbt 
and  Barnett,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Hall, 
Telfair,  and  FoRSTra.  The  question  on  the 
motion  wats  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays — For  the  motion  61,  against  it  86,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bar^ 
hour.  Bard,  Bines,  fiowen.  Brown,  Caldwell,  Gonard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  I)enoyeHes, 
Desha,  Earls,  Eppes,  F-orn^,  Farsyth,  Franklin,  Qhol- 
son,  Gourdtn,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hamf^eys, 
Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Vv- 
nnia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Ken-,  Kemfaaw, 
Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Leffisrts,  Lyie, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Mooie,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Bing- 
gold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smidi  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfoir,  Troup,  apd  Udi«e. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Avery,  Barnett,  Belies  of  Masaa- 
diusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigbam,  Butler,  Caperton,  Gannon, 
Champion,  CRIey,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
£ly,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  York, 
Geddas,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  .Hen- 
derson, Howell,  Hubbard,  Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Low4idca, 
Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oaklsy, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  WilUam  Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  RugglM, 
Scbureman,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Stnrges, 
Taggart,  Taytor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  Wood,  Wnght,  and  Yancey. 

The  bill,  after  being  slightly  amended,  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ingbam,  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  remaining  orders  of  the 
day  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  in  order  to 
take  op  the  message  this  morning  received  from 
the  Senate,  respecting  their  ifecision  on  the 
amendments  to  the  National  Bank  bill;  which 
motion  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote—- For 
the  motion  71,  againat  it  73. 

After  refusing;  to  take  up  several  orders  of  the 
day,  which  were  called  up — 

Mr.  Qholbon  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  remaining  orders  of  the  day  until  to-morrow^ 
in  order  to  take  up  the  Bank  bill.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  McKee  moved  to  adjourn,  assigniog  as  a 
reason  &r  the  notion  that  the  hour  was  too  late, 
a«d  the  House  too  mueh  fatigued,  to  enter  into  a 
sirMect  of  so  great  moment. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed. 


WannssDAT,  Jaooary  18. 
Mr.  Irviko,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
ffom  a  ttomber  of  merchants  and  others,  praying 
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for  the  establishment  of  aa  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy. — Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Lattimorb, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  repairing,  and  keeping  in  repair,  so  much  of 
the  road  leading  from  Nashville,  in  Tennessee,  to 
Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  as  is  in- 
eluded  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Chickasaw 
and  Choctaw  nations  of  Indians;  and  also,  of  re- 
pairing, and  keeping  in  repair,  the  road  leading 
from  Fort  Hawkins,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  to 
Fort  St.  Stephens,  in  the  Territory  aforesaid; 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Lattimorb,  Robbrtson,  GBonEs, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Cannon,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  of  Ohio,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying 
and  collecting  an  income  tax  from  such  people  of  the 
United  States  as  have  capital  vested  in  public  or  any 
kind  of  stock,  or  in  private  loans,  or  in  any  other  way 
yielding  profits  to  the  owner ;  and  on  those  who  are 
engaged  in  professional  or  other  employments,  pro- 
ducing an  annual  income  exceeding  a  certain  amount 
which  the  said  committee  may  think  proper  to  fix ;  it 
being  intended  that  this  inquiry  shall  extend  only  to 
such  capital  or  employments  as  are  not  taxed  by  any 
existing  laws. 

JUeohedf  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  tax  upon 
the  income,  or  dividend,  of  the  capital  vested  in  the 
several  banking  institutions  within  the  United  States, 
on  which  a  tax  is  now  imposed  by  law  of  Congress. 

On  the  question  now  to  consider  this  resolo* 
tion,  the  vote  was  as  follows :  For  its  considera- 
tion 60,  against  it  66. 

Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  these 
resolutions  be  printed,  with  a  view  to  calling 
them  up  at  some  future  day.  He  could  not  see, 
he  said,  why  a  vast  mass  of  property,  more  pro- 
ductive than  any  other,  not  now  taxed  at  all, 
should  not  be  taxed  as  well  as  all  the  land,  and 
nearly  all  the  industry  of  the  nation. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Sstbbrt. 
and  advocated  by  Mr.  Kilbodrn,  and  negatived 
by  the  following  vote :  For  printing  66,  against 
it  63. 

PETITION  OP  JOSHUA  PENNY. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Penny; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained was  concurred  in  by  the  House. — The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that,  on  the  night  of  the 
23d  of  August,  1813,  a  party  of  armed  men,  finom  the 
ehip  Ramilies,  commanded  by  Commodoie  Hardy,  for- 
cibly entered  his  house,  took  him  from  his  bed,  and 
carried  him  by  force,  and  entirely  destitute  of  clothing, 
with  the  exception  of  his  shirt,  to  that  ship,  then  lying 
off  Gardiner's  bay,  where  he  was  immediately  put  in 
irons  and  close  confinement ;  that  he  was  then  sent  to 
Halifax,  where  he  was  imprisoned  and  badly  treated 


till  the  30th  of  May,  1814;  that  he  wae  at  that  time 
liberated  firom  prison,  and  sent  to  Salem,  in  MaMachu- 
setts,  in  a  cartel.  It  is  also  stated  by  the  petitioner, 
that  while  he  was  confined  on  board  the  ship,  he  re- 
ceived nothing  for  subsistence  but  bread  and  water, 
and  that  his  treatment  was  wanton  and  cmeL  The 
onlv  cause  assigned  for  all  his  punishment  was,  that 
he  had  once  been  in  the  employment  of  Commodoie 
Decatur,  as  a  pilot  to  a  torpedo.  The  petition  is  not 
accompanied  with  any  documents  to  establish  the  facts, 
but  the  committee  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve  their 
correctness.  The  petitioner  asks  of  Cong^resi  "some 
compensation  on  account  of  his  great  and  nncommon 
sufierings." 

In  common  with  every  friend  of  humanity,  the  com- 
mittee sympathise  with  the  petitioner,  while  they  dep- 
recate and  abhof  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  in  endi 
cruel  and  unheard-of  treatment  towards  a  citisen,  not 
in  the  military  or  naval  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment; they  cannot,  however,  adopt  the  principle,  that 
for  every  such  violation  of  the  usages  of  civilisBd  war- 
fare, on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  the  Government  is 
bound  to  make  compensation  for  the  injury.  They 
view  the  present  as  one  of  the  multiplied  examples,  oa 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  during  the  present  war,  of  out- 
rage known  only  in  the  history  of  British  aggreasioa 
and  British  warfare.  The  principle  upon  which  this 
opinion  is  founded  has  been  established  in  a  variety  of 
cases  during  the  nresent  and  last  session  of  Congress. 
They  recommend  to  the  House  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  oagfat  not 
to  be  granted. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  eonsideration  of 
the  message  from  the  Senate  announcinff  their 
amendments  to  the  amendments  of  thisHoase 
to  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  first  amendment  having  been  stated,  which 

8 reposes  to  make  the  capital  of  the  bank  thirty- 
ve  millions  instead  of  thirty  millions — 
Mr.  McKee,  of  Ken  tuck  V.  expressed  his  hope 
that  the  amendment  would  not  be  agreed  to, 
considering  it  as  the  keystone  of  all  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate.  He  could  see  no  possible 
advantages  to  result  from  the  addition  of  ^'fe 
millions  of  capital,  particularly  as  connected 
with  the  section  authorizing  the  stoppage  of  pay- 
ment in  specie.  He  could  see  no  consequence  to 
result  from  that  clause,  which  was  not  disastrous 
and  ruinous,  and  he  therefore  hoped  it  would  not 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  denied  the  appli- 
cability of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  McKbe  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate.  The  only  quesUoQ, 
since  the  Senate  had  agreed  to  expunge  the  con- 
dition of  a  permanent  loan  to  the  Governmeat 
was,  whether  the  Senate  should  be  accommoda- 
ted h^  increasing  the  capital  of  the  bank  by  the 
addition  thereto  q{  five  millions;  for,  in  fact, the 
retention  of  the  clause  authorizing  the  suspea- 
sion  of  specie  payment  was  immaterial,  ooiess 
that  it  is  more  expedient  to  incorporate  such  a 
provision  at  once,  than  yield  it  to  the  importoai- 
ty  of  the  bank  hereafter.  For  he  had  no  doubt, 
if  the  war  continued,  the  bank  must  soooer  or 


1081 


HISTORY  OF  OON0RBSS. 


1082 


January,  1815. 


Baaak  of  the  UniUd  SUUes. 


H.orR. 


later  suspend  specie  pajrmeDt ;  even  the  banks  of 
Kentaek^  aad  Ohio  (where  speeie  abounded) 
had  at  length  been  compelled  id  self-defence  to 
stop  payment  of  specie.  The  advantage  to  Gk>v- 
ernmeot  in  the  proposed  amendment,  Mr.  H. 
argued,  would  be  found  in  the  taking  out  of  the 
market  so  much  more  of  the  war  stock,  &c. 
Something,  he  contended,  was  due  lo  the  Sen* 
ate,  in  the  spirit  of  accommodation  which  that 
body  had  exhibited  in  yielding  so  far  to  the  wish- 
es of  the  House,  as  to  accept  the  greater  part  of 
the  amendments;  and  particularly  inasmuch  as, 
in  several  cases  of  difference  with  that  body,  the 
House  had  exhibited  much  pertinacity  in  adher* 
ing  to  its  peculiar  opinions,  6lc.  He  treated  as 
altogether  ideal  the  argument  of  danger  to  the 
existence  of  the  Republic  from  the  refusal  to  in* 
corporate  a  bank.  He  had,  he  said,  higher  opin* 
iooaof  the  destinies  of  this  Government,  and  of 
its  durability  and  ability  to  overcome  every  diffi- 
culty ;  opinions  which  gained  ground  by  every 
day's  experience,  dtc. 

Mr.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  say, 
that  he  and  those  with  whom  he  had  acted,  in 
the  concessions  they  had  made  relative  to  the 
features  of  the  bank  bill,  had  gone  as  far  as  they 
could  go,  and  further  than  they  had  originally 
intended,  in  order  to  conciliate  with  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Houm,  After  they  bad 
done  this,  it  could  not  be  expected,  he  said,  that 
they  should  recede.  He  wished  it.  therefore,  to 
be  understood,  that,  while  he  should  be  happy  to 
pay  all  due  respect  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they 
should  yield  up  to  them  their  honest  convictions ; 
and  therefore  that  they  could  not  yield  their 
assent  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  made  a  speech  of 
some  length  expressive  of  his  hope  that  a  spirit 
of  accommodation  would  have  induced  the  House 
at  once  to  have  acceded  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  which  he  deemed  advantageous.  He 
considered  it  particularly  important  that  a  pro- 
Tision  should  exist  to  prevent  the  agents  or 
friends  of  the  enemy  from  drawing  all  iu  specie 
from  the  vaulu  of  the  bank.  The  state  of  war 
he  considered  as  changing  essentially  the  usual 
state  of  mereantile  operations,  and  requiring  from 
the  banks  a  suspension  of  payments  in  specie* 
Ha  concluded  his  speech  with  the  following 
quotations  from  legal  authorities:  ** Inter  arma 
legetHietUf^  ^ Neceuiia^twnhabeilegtm:^ 

Mr.  Grosvbnor,  of  New  York,  after  remark- 
ing  that  he  felt  not  at  all  encumbered  by  the 
atipulatiotts  of  compromise,  inasmuch  as  he  was 
not  a  party  to  it,  having  voted  against  the  bill, 
proceeded  to  assign  the  reason  why  he  should 
Tote  for  this  amendment*  He  found  himself 
obliged  to  do  so  from  a  regard  to  his  own  consist- 
ency ;  for,  though  he  doubted  of  the  efficacy  of 
any  bank  that  could  be  established,  he  was  pretty 
certain  that  the  plan  of  the  bank  would  be  im- 
proved by  the  addition  to  its  capiul  proposed  by 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  advocated  at  some 
length  the  adoption  of  the  amendmenu  of  the 


Senate.  He  believed  the  addition  of  five  mil- 
lions to  the  capital  of  the  bank  would  operate  as 
a  benefit  to  the  Government,  by  taking  so  much 
of  the  stock  out  of  the  marlcet,  dbc.  He  denied 
the  necessity,  or  even  the  propriety  of  anv  part 
of  the  House  sacrificing  their  views  of  the  na- 
tional interest  in  any  ideas  of  compromise  or 
conciliation.  At  least,  he  disclaimed,  for  him- 
self, the  operation  of  any  such  consideration  on 
him. 

Mr.  Cuthbert,  of  Georgia,  made  a  speech  of 
some  length  against  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  considered  them  as  inseparably  con* 
nected  with  each  other,  and  being  so,  he  was 
altogether  opposed  to  them.  To  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration  he  was  particularly  op- 
posed, because  by  extending  the  quantity  of^  war 
stock  to  be  purchased,  the  ability  to  purchaae 
Treasury  notes  would  be  so  far  diminished,  and 
the  immediate  benefits  to  the  Government  so  far 
curtailed.  Mr.  C.  also  dwelt  with  some  empha- 
sis on  the  propriety  of  carrying  into  effect  in 
good  faith  the  compromise,  by  the  aid  of  which 
the  bill  had  passed  this  House  in  the  form  in 
which  it  had  been  returned  to  the  Senate,  dbc. 

Mr.  Forsyth  denied  the  operation  on  him  of 
the  compromises  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in 
regard  to  this  question.  He  was  no  parly  to  It, 
and  was  ignorant  of  its  terms.  If  the  agreement 
had  been  in  writing,  he  should  like  to  see  the 
names  signed  to  it;  to  know  who  it  was  that 
was  willing  to  bind  the  solid  interests  of  the  coun- 
try as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  con- 
ciliation. 

Considerable  further  debate  took  place  on  this 
amendment,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Haw- 
kins, of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Telfair,  of  Georgia, 
Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Alston,  of 
North  Carolina,  denied  the  authority  of  the 
compromise  alleged  to  have  taken  place  on  a 
former  occasion,  which  was  on  the  other  hand 
asserted  bv  Mr.  Cuthbert  and  Mr.  Oakley,  and 
incidentally  by  Mr.  McKbb.  The  first  named 
gentlemen  supported  the  amendment,  and  the 
latter  opposed  the  amendment.  Mr.  Hawkins, 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  took  occasion  to  pay 
a  high  tribute  to  the  talents  and  independence  of 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  which 
he  challenged  a  denial. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  in  conclusion  of  the  debate,  by 
way  of  disproving  the  obligation  of  the  Repub- 
lican to  conciliate  the  Federal  side  of  the  House 
on  any  question  affecting  the  National  Bank, 
quoted  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  re- 
consideration of  the  bill,  (after  it  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,)  from 
which  It  appeared  that  of  the  fiA^-fonr  who 
voted  againai  reconsideration,  but  six  belonged 
to  the  Republican  side  of  the  House. 

The  question  on  concurrence  in  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Senate  was  finally  decided  in 
the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  amend- 
ment 80,  against  it  87,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  AlexuAder,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Barwell,  Cald- 
weU,  Cannon,  ChappeU,  Clendemn,  CooistOGk,  Con« 
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dictt  Coiwrd,  Greighton,  Cioach,  Dbtis  of  F^nntji- 
muM^  Denoyelles,  ]>e8ha,  Epfwn,  Findley,  Fitk  of 
Vermont,  Fiik  of  Now  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Fnnk- 
lin,  Gholflon,  Goordin,  Griffin,  Grosyenor,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Hawes,  Hawkijas,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Habbard, 
Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kii- 
bourn.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lyle, 
Macon,  McCoy,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mur- 
free,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  PennsyNania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Penn- 
ijlTania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair, 
TroQp,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Wright. 

Nats — l^lesors.  Bard,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chnsetU,  Bajly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd, 
Bradbury,  BreGk0nridg:e,  BrighuB,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox,  Craw- 
ford, Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  D*venpoit,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts  Davall,  Earie,  Ely,  Evans,  Farrow, 
GasUn,  Geddes,  Hale,  HaMon,Hasbtouck,  Hendersoo, 
Howell,  Hungerfoid,  Hulbert,  JadcsoB  of  Rhode  Island, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lovett«  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moseley, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sey- 
bert.  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Stur- 
ges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter, 
Wood,  and  Yancey. 

The  other  material  amendmeDts  were  aUo  dis- 
agreed to,  after  debate. 

Among  others,  was  the  amendment  going  to 
reinstate  the  payment  in  the  specie  suspendiog 
section,  on  which  the  vote  was — for  reinstating 
80,  against  it  85. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reinstate  that  section. 

The  House,  after  agreeing  to  some  trivial 
amendments^determined  to  insist  on  those  of  their 
amendments  to  which  the  Senate  had  disagreed. 

TjiDBsoAT,  January  19. 

The  HouM  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells,  and  others  ; 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chappill,  from  the  Committee  on  Rero- 
Itttiooary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti* 
tioQ  of  Amy  Dardin,  made  a  detailed  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  represeDtatives  of  the  heirs  of  Darid 
I>ardiD,  deceased;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  sappletnentary  to  the 
act  passed  at  the  last  session  for  the  indemnifica- 
tioa  of  certain  claimants  of  paUio  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  better  regnlation  of  the  Ord- 
nance department,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Brahany,  paased  throagh  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


The  bill  to  alter  and  ameod  the  several  acts 
establishing  a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  there- 
to a  Board  of  Commissioners,  west  torougfa 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  after  being 
amended,  was,  oa  motion  of  Mr.  Forstth,  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  conaideratioa  of  the 
report  of  the  sdect  committee  on  the  letter  of 
Patrick  Magruder,  Clerk  of  this  House,  touching 
the  destruction,  by  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  of  the 
vouchers,  for  the  contingent  expenditures  of  his 
office ;  and,  after  considerable  debate,  the  resolu* 
tion  reported  by  the  comiiHttee  was  amended  so 
as  to  read  as  follows,  and  then  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  viz: 

JUaohed,  That  Patrick  Magnider,  CMtof  the  Boom 
of  R^presentatiTes,  be  credited  at  die  proper  office  in 
the  Treasoiy  Department  for  tbe  sum  of  93<l,6Sa  78, 
and  such  further  sums  as  he  shall  eathibit  satishrlory 
etidenoe  of  having  properly  paid  for  expenditiires  on 
account  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  since  his  last  settlement ;  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  and  the  fi>rmer  report  of  the  committee  be 
filed  in  the  Auditor's  office. 

Fridat,  Jaamury  20* 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Of- 
fices and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  were  referred  sun- 
dry petitionsand  memorials  remonstrating agninst 
the  usage  of  transporting  the  mail  on  the  Sab- 
bath, and  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Gtenerai 
relating  thereto,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

**  That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  deeming  it  of  great  national  importance,  partien- 
larly  in  time  of  war,  that  no  delay  ahould  attend  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  they  deem  it  inexpedient 
to  inteilere  with  the  present  arrangements  of  the  PosI 
Office  Establishment ;  and,  theieftan^  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

**Re$ohedt  Thatitisinezpediamiogianttfaepnijer 
ofthepetitionen«" 

Mr.  RjiEA,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  regvlating  the  PoaC 
Office  Esteblishuent ;  which  was  read  tvioCi 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKbb,  from  the  Committee  on  PtthUe 
Lands,  reported  to  the  House  the  Sennte^  bill 
giving  further  time  to  complete  the  aurvmi  md 
obtain  patents  for  lands  located  under  Yirftnin 


Revolutionary  land  wnrvants  $  which 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  comaaittee  of  confeienee 
with  the  Senate  en  the  disagreeing  vetce  oa  tbe 
Yolanteer  bill,  made  a  report  thereon,  which  wnn 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tnble. 

The  House  resmaed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  seTcnl  acts  for  estab- 
lishing a  Navy  Department  by  nddiag  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  limit  its  duration  to  the  coatin* 
uance  of  the  present  war,  which  motion  was 
negatived ;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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The  bill  ibr  xht  rel4ef  of  B.  Wells,  and  others ; 
the  bill  for  the  better  reffalaiion  of  the  Ordnnnee 
department ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Brahany ;  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Perkins;  the 
bill  to  continae  io  force  the  act  declaring  the 
assent  of  Con jpress  to  a  certain  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Arnold  ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Parrington  Bar- 
calow ;  the  bill  concerning  Weston  Jenkins,  and 
others;  and  the  bill  conceroing  Matthew  Guy 
and  others,  severally  passed  through  Committees 
of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  tkird  reading, 

Saturday,  January  21. 

Mn  LArrivtutBpmaeDted  a  petition  of  the  Le* 
gislature  of  the  Misnsstppi  Territory,  praying 
thar  the  amount  of  loseee  sBstafned  bf  eitirens  of 
the  said  Territory,  in  the  present  war  against  the 
Creek  Indians  may  be  aseertained,  In  order  that 
the  sufferers  may  oe  iitdemnified  in  lairds  to  be. 
acquired  H^m  said  Indians. — Referred. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  another  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  the  inhabitants  of  said  Territory  may  oe 
aoibonzad  to  form  a  Convention  for  the  adop- 
tion of  a  Constitution,  and  that  the  said  Terri- 
tory may  be  admitted  into  the  Uni4»  as  a  State. 

Ordered,  Thet  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  eommittee  appointed  on  the  Idih  iflEstmit, 
to  inquire  into  the  expedtencjr  of  making- certain 
roads  in  the  Mississippi  Terniery. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Clark  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

ReMohtd^  That  Patrick  Magradei,  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  BepraseBtativesi  be<  leaiovsd  from  office; 
that  this  House  wili^  on  Monday  next,,  pnweeil  to 
the  election  of  a  Cleik. 

Aa  eagvossed  biU  to-aHer  and  amend  the  se?- 

erafaeCe- for  establishing  a  Nary  Department,  by 
adkliog  tliei«to  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  was 
read  the  third  tiasa  aod  passed* 

An  engrossed  bill  diraetkig  the  manner  of  con- 
tracts and  purc^aaes^  in  the  Na^y  Department, 
and  for  promoting  eeonomy  tberelii,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Pier'- 
kins  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Matthew  Guy, 
John  Woodward,  Samuel  Tennison,and  Wilfred 
Drury,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed* 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Weston.  Jeakina 
and  others,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  paseed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  ol*  WiliiaiB  Ar- 
nold was  read  tke  tkird  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whola  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  acts  ^'more 
effectually  to  provide  for  tke  national  defeace,  by 
establishing  an  unifenn  militia  tbrougfaout  the 
United  Slates;  and,  after  some  time  speve  therein, 
the  bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  which 
were  onleffed  to  lie^oa  ^le  table. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Joan aoif,  of  Kentiieky , 

OrderfBd^  That  General  Winder  have  leave  fo 
withdtaasrtbe  original  documents,  aecmnpaaying 
his  communication  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the 
eoemy,  in  his  recent  enterprise  against  the  City 
of  Washington  and  the  neighboring  town  of 
Alexandria,  and  reported  by  the  committee  of 
the  House ;  the  Clerk  of  the  House  first  taking 
and  retaining  copies  of  such  of  them  as  have  not 
been  printed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House, 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  *'supplen«a- 
tary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
landi:  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  with  amend- 
ment. The  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Another  messsge  from  the  Senate  informtad 
the  House  that  the  Senate  have  adopted  the  mod- 
ifiMtioa  pf  oposad-hy  the  eoBMiiittee  of  oonferenca 
on  the  disagreeioi^  voles  of  the.  two  Houses  on 
tbe  amendments  depondiftg  to  the  bill  "  to  aii>' 
thorise  the  Presideiit  of  th^  United  States  to  ac- 
cept the  set  vices  of  voluoteers.who  osay  associate 
and  ofganixe  yiemaelves.  and  offer  tkeir  sermea 
to  the  GoyemiiMiit  of  the  Untied  States,^'  wttlt 
an  aaaattdment* 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  oonfbnsiioa^aa 
read  and  agreed  to  bf  tke  Hooae. 

STATE  OT  THS  TRBA6URY. 

Mr.  Bppbs  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  exbibitiuff 
a  view  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  at  the  close  of  the  year  1814;  which  was. 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  primed. 

The  letter  is  aa  ibllows : 

Taajmrmr  DnPAmTMSHT,  Jan.  17,  1815. 

8ik:  I  have  deemed  it  httberto  mydiilT^to  w«il» 
with  deference  and  respect,  for  a  deciskm  open  the 
measures  whick  I  had  the  honor  to  suggesl  to  tiie 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  oa  tke  17th  Osiaber 
last.  But  the  rapid  approaok  to  Hie  larasiBaftiife'of 
the  session  of  Congrew  indooes  bm  agon  totsespass 
upon  your'atteaicioni  earUse,  perhaps,  than  is  esMst- 
ent  with  a  satisfcctery  'view  of  the  situation  of  the 
Treasttry»  as  some  important'  plaiw  are  atlH  under,  la* 
gieUtive  discusnon.  I  have  now,  kswaver,  the  beaor 
to  submit  to  the  oonsidenrtion^  of  the  Coauuttea  of 
Ways  and  Means  the  ibltowilig  addftiaiMd  a>staiasot» 
and  propositions : 

STATXXXim. 

I.  Statement  of  the  situation  oftfaeXiaasury  attha^ 
cbse  of  the  year  1814. 

1.  The  eharges  an  the  Trea»u9§fot  1814* 

It  appears,  that  al  the  dose  of  the  year  1818|  there 
wss  a  general  balance  of  the-appnpiiatiiNBfr  for  thsit 
jesr,  remaining  unsatisfied,  and  sttbjaet  So  bandied 
for  at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1814,  amountittg  to 
about  $8,131,318  08,  and  eomposed  of  the  follewmg 
items: 
Of  the  appropriations  for  the  civil  de- 

partmeat,  about       .       -       -       .  f  390,499  07 
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Of  the  appropriation  for  the  military  de- 
partment   2,666,330  33 

Of  the  appropriation  for  naval  department  3,611,240  75 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  diplomatic 
department      ..... 

Of  the  appropriation  for  miflcellaneoua 
sendees 1,809,406  26 


253,846  62 


'  $8,131,313  03 

The  annual  appropriations  for  the  year 
1814,  amounted  to  the  sum  of 

38,003,601  28 
The  sum  necessary  to  meet 
the  engagements,  in  re- 
lation to  the  public  debt, 
was  about-        -        -  11,560,586  89 

49,563,277  67 


The  gross  charge  on  the  Treasury  for  the 
year  1814,  was        -        -        -        -  57,694,590  70 


2.  The  WmfsandMewuofthe  TVetuuryfor  1814. 

The  gross  charge  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  year 
1814,  amounting  to  $57,694,590  70,  included,  as  above 
stated,  the  balance  of  the  appopriations  of  1813,  re- 
maining unsatisfied,  at  the  close  of  that  year.  It  'u, 
therefore,  proper  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury, 
the  outstanding  revenue  and  resources,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1814,  and  these  consisted  of 
the  following  items : 
Of  cash  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of 

January,  1814        ....  $5,196,482  00 
t)f  revenue  received  at  the  Treasury  in 

thefirstquarterof  1814  4,236,062  28 
Of  revenue  received  in  the 

2,822,108  05 


second  quarter    - 
Of  revenue  received  in  the 

third  quarter 
Of  revenue  received  in  the 
fourth  quarter,  by  esti- 
mate .... 


2,313,188  20 


1,920,000  00 


Of  the  pvooeeds  of  loans 
contracted  for  in  1813, 
and  paid  in  1814         -  3,692,665  00 

Of  the  proceeds  of  Treas- 
ury notes  issued  under 
the  act  of  1813,  and  re- 
ceived in  1814     -        -  1,070,000  00 


-11,311,353  53 


Of  the  amountof  the  loan 

authorised  by  the  act  of 

the  24lJi  March,  1814  25,000,000  00 
Of  the  amount  of  the  loan 

authorized  by  the  act  of 

15th  November,  1814  -  3,000,000  00 


4»662,666  00 


Of  the  amount  of  Treas- 
ury notes  authorised  to 
be  issued  by  the  act  of 
the  4th  of  March,  1814    5,000,000  00 

Of  the  amount  of  Treasu- 
ry notes  authorised  to  be 
issued  by  the  act  of  De- 
cember 26, 1814  -        -  3,000/)00  00 


28,000,000  00 


8,000,000  00 


From  this  statement,  therefora,  it  appears 
That  the  charges  on  die  Treasury  for 

1814  amounted  to    ....  57,694,590  70 
That  the  Ways  and  Means    of  the 

Treasury  for  1814  amounted  to       -  57,170,500  53 

$524,090  17 


And  this  excess  of  charges  on  the  Treasury  amount- 
ing to  524,090  17-100  dollars,  beyond  the  ways  and 
means,  actually  appropriated,  will  be  payable  out  of 
the  revenue,  uncollected  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1814. 
But,  independent  of  the  general  view  thos  taken  of  die 
existing  charges  on  the  Treasury,  and  of  the  ways  and 
means  designated  by  law,  for  the  service  of  1814,  it  is 
necessary  to  prasent  a  statement  of  the  actual  receipts 
and  disbursements  for  that  year. 

The  aetuai  receipts  at  die  Treasury,  during  the  year 
1814,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $40,007,661  68,  and 
consiited  of  the  following  items : 
The  cash  in  die  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1814, 

amounted,  as  above  sUted  to  -  -  $5,198,482  00 
The  revenue  received  at  the  Treasury, 

during  the  year  1814,  amounted,  as 
'  above  stated  to       ....  11,311,353  53 
The  cash  received  at  the  Treasury,  in 

the  year  1814,  on  account  of  the  loans 

and  issues  of  Treasury  notes  audior- 

ized  in   1813,  amounted,  as  above 

stated,  to 4,662,665  00 

The  cash  received  at  the  Treasury  on 

account  of  the  loans  authorised  in 

1814,  amounted,  in  the  second  quar- 
ter, to        -        -        .  6,087,014  00 
In  the  third  quarter,  to  -  2,815,060  00 
In  the  fourth  quarter,  by 

estimate,  to        -        .  2,707,810  00 


$57,170,500  53 


The  cash  received  at  the  Treasury  on 

account  of  the  issues  of  Treasury 

notes,  authorised  in  1814,  amounted, 

in  the  second  quarter,  to  1,392,100  00 

In  die  third  quarter,  to  -  1,603,900  00 

In  die  fourth  quarter,  to  4,231,280  00 


11,609,881  00 


The  actual  disbursements  at  the  Treas- 
ury, during  1814,  (taking  a  part  of 
the  fourth  quarter  by  estimate,) 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  $38,273,619 
28,  and  consisted  of  the  following 
payments : 

For  the  civil  department .     933,327  97 

For    miBcellaneous    ser- 
vices ....  1,207,492  30 

For  the  diplomatic  de- 
partment  -        -        .     206,306  52 

For  the  military  depart- 
ment        -        -  20,510,238  00 

ForthenavaldMMurtment  7,312,899  90 

For  the  public  debt        -  8,103,854  69 


7,227,280  00 
40,007,661  63 


38,278,619  28 


The  estimated  balance  of  cash  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the  Slst  of  December, 
1814,  being   -        -        .        . 


1,734,042  25 


To  these  views  however,  first,  of  the  genenlchixseu 
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on  the  Trearary,  and  of  tho  waya  and  meant  derig- 
nated  by  law,  for  the  somoe  of  1814 ;  and  Moond,  of 
tbe  aaoai  receiptt  aflddiabmwmi«ntoat  theTreasofy, 
during  that  year,  it  U  proper  to  add  a  etaitement  of  the 
result,  showing  the  condition  of  the  TteatiMry  at  the 
end  of  1814,  in  relation  to  the  nnsatiafled  demande^^ttid 
to- the  unexpended  ways  and  means. 

The  unaati^Ud  dtmaauk  on  the  Treasury  ift  the 
dose  of  1814,  aaiounted  to  $19,499,971  42,  aid  con- 
sisted of  the  hakoiosB  of  apprepriations  for  te  flow- 
ing objects : 

For  the  civil  depaitiiienf  •  .  .  |HM9j967  11 
For  misoellaitaoQS'sewieea  ...  1,985,<M  36 
For  the  diplooiatid  depsatmenl  -  -  980,940  10 
Fiarthe  military  department  -        -  9,468,899  33 

For  the  naval  depmmettt  •  •  -4,486,961  79 
For  the  public  debt       ....  3,457,991  80 
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auUiority^  constituting  the  remaining  ways  and  means 
designated  for  the  same  year. 

II.  Sutement  of  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  year  1815.  '' 

I.  The  charges  tipantke  TVoMctry  for  the  year  1815,- 

OS  akeadif  taeertamed. 
The  estimates  for  the  annual  appropriattofte  amount 

to  $40,538,889  39,  consieting    of  the   foUdwinr 

items: 
For  ei^,  diplomatic^  and  miscellaneous 

eSxpeWM*  -  -  -  .  .  $1,979,389  39 
For  the  mtfitenr  department  .  -  30,349,938  00 
For  the  naval  depattment  -        .     8)917,309  00 

40,538,889  39 


7Ae  uaeajaknded  amount  of  the  wave 
and  meane  provided  for  1814,  was  dne 
sum  of  $93,396,881  95,  and  consisted 
of  the  following  itMtts : 
Cash  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814,  estimated  at  1,734,049  95 
Keyenue  uncollected  and 

outstonding,  estimated  at  4,500,000  00 
Aotliority  to  borrow  money 

and:  to  issue    Treasuiy 

Notes,  not  executed,  or 

not  yet  prodndm,  nndet 

acU  of  the  4th  attd  94th 

of  March,  1814      -  8,169,839  00 

Stock  sent  to  BuDope  3,090^ 

000 ;  under  ast  of  Noyu»- 

ber  15, 1814,  $3,000)000; 

under  act  of  Deoeok  96, 

1814,  $3,000,000  -  9,000,000  00 


19,490,971  49 


-93,396,881  95 


The  surplus  of  ways  and  means,  in  ref- 
etoMco  to  the  sei^iee  of  1914,  iachuU 
1119  NWttue  aad  the  unexMied  a«* 
tlioiit)|r  to  borrawj  and  to  issue  Tma* 
soiy  notes^  is  therefore     ...  3,975,909  88 


The  conclusion  from  this  statement  of  the  situation 
of  the  Treasniy  at  the  dose  of  1814,  under  the  diffisi^ 
ent  views  whidi  havo  been  presented,  would  seem  to 
establish,  that  the  ways  and  means  provided  for  the 
service  of  that  year  were'  considerably  more  than  the 
demands  on  the  Treasniy  would  require^  But  it  mast 
always  be  recollected  that  the  demands  are  positive 
and  urgent;  while  a  great  portion  of  the  ways  and 
means  reits  upon  a  precaribus  foundation.  Thus : 
The  unsatisfied  demands  on  the  Treasury  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1814,  positive  and;  urgent  in  their  nalnref 

amount  to $19^490,971  49 

The  cash  in  the  Treasury  and  the 
OQtstanding  revenue  only  amount 
to 6,934,049  95 


13,186,999  17 


.And,  oonsequentiy,  the  payment  of  the  difference, 

amounting  to  $13,186,999  17,  for  the  service  of  1814, 

must  depend  on  the  suooese  of  raising  money  by  loan, 

or  by  issues  of  Tieasniy  notes,  under  the  unexecuted 

13th  Con.  dd  Sbss.— 35 


The  public  debt  wilheall<for  a  sum  of 
$15,493,145  30,  to  answer  the  fol- 
lowing claims : 

For  itttereat  and  rein^orfeateBt  of 
stoeke  existing  before  the  war,  the 
sum  of     -        -        .  3,i4fi2,775  48 

For  iAteM*  on  the  fund- 
ed debt  created  since 
the  war    -        -  9,«W,ai0  79 

For  the  inteieet  en  loans 
tobeefKnladin  1815, 
by  estimate       .        .  1,690,000  00 

For  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  Treaamy 
notes  fotttng  due  in 
1815,  sad  on  the  1st 
of  Janoaiy,  1816      -  7,617«568  19 

16^9%I46  30 

■  I    ■  ■  .11 
66^039^034  0» 

From  this  view  it  eppetm^  that  ways  uid  meatts 
mnet  now  be  provided  for  an  expenditure  of  the  sum  of 
$56^0«ai084^  6ft,  in  the  year  1815,  indejiendent  of  sueh 
additions  ae  may  arise  fioni  the  ceiitemphtted  estab- 
hsfameM  of  a  sinking  ftnd,  in  relation  to  the  publi6 
debt  created  sinot  the  war,  and  from  any  other  new 
object  of  expense,  which  shair  be  authorized  during 
the  present  year, 

9.  The  HToyy  emd  Mtima^of  the  tHa^ry  far  1815. 
The  otttstanding  and  uncollected  revenue,  al  the 
oommencement  of  1816,  has  been  considered  as  appE* 
oahle  to  the  payment  of  the  unsatisfied  balances  of  tbe 
appropriations  for  the  preceding  year;  and,  consei^ 
quently^  only  such  parts  of  the  revenue  as  shall  ao- 
crnej  and  be  actudly  received  at  the  Treasuiy,  during 
1M6,  can  be  embraced  in  the  resources  for  the  eunent 
service.    Bot  it  also  follows,  firom  that  view  of  the  sub- 
jecti  that-  the  Treasury  is  entided  to  be  credited  in 
1815,  for  the  excess,  in  the  provision  of  ways  and 
means,  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  18141 
This  excess,  consisting  of  cash,  of  outstanding  rev- 
enue, and  of  an  authority  to  borrow,  or  to  issue 
Treasury  notes,  amounts,  as  above  stated,  to  the 

"««of $3,975,909  83 

The  net  sum  reeeivalile  into  the  Trea- 
suiy in  the  year  1815,  for  the  duties 
on  goods  imported  during  that  year, 
cannot  be  safely  estimated  at  a  great- 
er sum  than   1,000,000  00 

The  direct  tax  will  probably  give  to  the 
Treasuiy,  during  the  year  1815,  a 
sum  of 9,000,000  00 
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The  internal  duties,  old  and  new,  and 

postage,  on  an  estimate  which  is 

stated  in  the  schedule  A,  will  prob* 

ably  produce,  in  the  year  1815,  a 

sum  of $7,050,000  00 

The  sales  of  public  lands  will  probably 

produce,  in  the  year  1816,  a  sum  of  1,000,000  00 
The  amount  of  incidental    receipts, 

£rom    miscellaneous    sources,    will 

probably  be 100,000  00 


15,136,909  83 


But  it  appears  that  the  single,  item  of  pnblic  debt 
will  require,  in  the  year  1815,  a  sum  of— 

915,493,145  30 

And  that  the  revenue  (independent  of 
the  excess  of  the  authority  to  bor- 
row, dec.,  brought  from  the  last 
year's  ways  and  means)  will  only  be    1 1,160,000  00 


Leaving  a  deficiency,  in  that  respect 
alone,  of 4,343,146  30 


In  a  mAre  general  view,  however,  it  is  to  be  stated, 
that  the  diarges  upon  the  Treasunr  for  the  year 
1815,  amount  to  the  sum  of  -        -  $56,032,034  60 

That  the  existing  sources  of  supply 

amount  only  to     -        -        -        -    16,126,909  83 

And  that  ways  and  means  must  be 
provided  to  raise  the  deficit  of        -    40,906,124  86 


It  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  estimates  of  the  pro* 
dnct  of  the  direct  tax,  and  of  the  new  internal  duties, 
are  applicable  only  to  the  present  year ;  and  that,  in 
every  succeeding  year,  the  amount  will  be  greatly 
Augmented. 

It  must  also  be  repeated,  that  in  the  statements  now 
presented,  no  provision  is  inserted  for  the.  contem- 
plated sinking  fund;  nor  fpr  the  payment  of  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  unliquidated  claims  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment for  services  and  supplies ;  as  these  objects 
aeem  to  require  a  distinct  consideration. 
PropontioM* 

I.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  provirion  be  made 
to  raise  a  sum  of  $40,906,124  86,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  of  the  existing  revenue,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1815— partly  by  taxes,  partly  by  an  issue  of  Trea- 
suxy  notes,  and  partly  by  an  authority  to  procure  money 
by  loan. 

n.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  an  additional  sum 
be^rabed  by  taxes,  to  Uie  amount  of  $5,000,000;  and 
that  the  following  objects,  or  a  selection  from  these  ob- 
jects of  taxation,  graduated  in  the  amount  to  produce 
that  sum,  to  be  made  equally  productive,  shall  form 
the  basis  of  the  additional  levy : 

1.  A  tax  upon  inheritances  and  devises,  to 
be  paid  by  the  heirs  or  devisees,  may  be 

made  to  produce $900,000 

2.  A  tax  upon  bequests,  legacies,  and  statu- 
tory distribution,  to  be  paid  by  the  lega- 
tees or  legal  representatives,  may  be  made 

to  produce 500,000 

3.  An  auxiliary  tax  upon  all  testamentary 
instruments  and  letters  of  administration, 
to  be  paid  by  the  executors  or  adminis- 
trators, may  be  made  to  produce  -        -       200,000 

4.  A  tax  upon  legal  process  and  proceed 
ings  in  the  courts  of  the  Unitea  States, 


to  be  paid  by  the  parties  at  the  time  of 
taking  out  the  process,  or  entering  the 
proceedings,  may  be  made  to  produce  -    $260,000 

5.  A  tax  upon  conveyances,  mortgages,  and 
leases,  to  be  paid  by  the  grantees,  mort- 
gagees, and  lessees,  may  be  made  to 

produce 300,000 

6.  A  stamp  tax  upon  bonds,  penal  bills, 
warrants  of  attorney,  notarial  instru- 
ments, policies  of  insurance,  all  negotia- 
ble notes,  protests  of  bills  of  exchange 
and  promissory  notes,  bills  of  sale,  and 
hypothecations  of  vessels,  bottonuy  and 
respondentia  bonds,  may  be  made  to 

produce       -        -        -        -        -        •       400,000 

7.  A  tax  of  one  dollar  upon  every  barrel  of 
wheaten  flour,  to  be  paid  by  the  miller, 

may  be  made  to  produce      ...    3,500,000 

8.  A  tax  upon  the  dividends  (other  than  the 
dividends  of  banks,)  and  upon  the  sale 
and  transfer  of  the  stocks  of  banks,  insu- 
rance companies,  and  other  corporations, 
operating  for  profit  upon  a  money  capi- 
tal, may  be  made  to  produce         -        -       600,000 

9.  An  income  tax  may  easily  be  made  to 

produce       -        -        -        -        -        -    3,000,000 

III.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  the  additional 
sum  to  be  raised  by  the  speofied  taxes  shall  be  appro- 
priated as  follows : 

1 .  Towards  establishing  a  sinking  fund,  in 
relation  to  the  public  debt,  created  sinee 
the  war        -        -        -        -        -        -  $ 

2.  Towards  the  payment  of  principal  and 
interest  of  the  TreasuTy  notes,  to  be  issued 
in  the  manner  hereafter  suggested 

3.  Towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
present  year         .        •        -        -        - 


Total 


IV .  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  there  shaU  be  an 
emission  of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  eernoe  of  the  year 
1815,  to  the  amount  of  $15,000,000,  on  the  foUowiag 
^an: 

1.  The  denominations  of  the  notes  shall  be  auch  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbaUou  of 
the  President,  may  direct. 

2.  The  notes  of  the  denomination  of  $100  and  up- 
wards shall  be  made  payable  to  order,  and  shall  bar 
an  interest  of  5  2-5  per  cent,  per  annum. 

3.  The  notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  $100,  imd 
not  less  than  $20,  shall  be  payable  to  order,  and  bear 
an  interest  at  the  same  rate ;  or  shall  be  payable  to 
bearer,  and  bear  no  interest ;  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  SUtcs,  shall  direct. 

4.  The  notes  of  a  denomination  under  $20  shall  be 
made  payable  to  the  bearer,  and  ahall  be  circulated 
without  interest 

5.  The  notes  shall  be  issued,  and  be  made  payable 
to  the  Treasury  only ;  but,  any  portion  of  them  may 
be  deposited  with  the  loan  officers  of  banks  throughout 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  being  put  into 
general  circulation. 

6.  The  holders  of  the  Treasury  notes  not  bearing 
an  interest  may  at  any  time  exchange  them,  in  soms 
not  less  than  $100,  for  certificates  of  public  stock  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  7  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  ine- 
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deemable  for  twelve  yeun  from  the  date  of  the  certifi- 
cates  leapectiTely. 

7.  The  netea  ihatt  be  recerable  in  mil  paymenU  of 
the  United  States,  bat  in  sneh  caaea  they  may  be  re- 
iMued. 

8.  The  notes  ahall  be  payable  by  annual  instalment, 
according  to  their  dates,  and  in  the  manner  to  be  noti- 
fied by  the  Treasury,  to  wit: 
In  1816,  the  sum  of,  (one-fifth) 


In  1817, 
In  1818, 
In  1819, 
In  1830, 
Total 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


-  93,000,000 
•     3,000,000 

-  3,000,000 

-  3,000,000 

-  3,000,000 


916,000,000 


9.  The  reimbursement  of  the  notes  shall  be  effected, 
according  to  the  instalments,  either  by  the  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  to  the  holders,  or  by  taking 
out  of  circulation  and  destroying  the  amount  of  the 
instalment  m  notes  iHiich  have  been  paid  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stotes  for  duties,  taxes,  or  other  demands. 

10.  llieie  shall  be  an  appropriation  of  such  a  por- 
tion of  the  taxes,  above  specified,  as  wUl  be  adequatoto 
the  pay  ment  of  the  successive  instalments  of  the  notes : 
and  the  iaith  of  the  United  States  should  be  pledged 
to  make  good  any  deficiency. 

11.  Then  shall  be  no  additianal  issue  of  Treasnrv 
nolMi,  except  upon  a  specific  pledge  of  the  same  taxes^^ 
or  of  other  competent  taxes,  to  an  amount  equal  to  the 
reunbnraement  of  the  notes,  according  to  the  stipu- 
lated instalments.  '^ 

V.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  authoriw  should 
be  given  to  the  President  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
935,000,000,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  Sutes. 

1.  The  loan  to  be  accepted  on  the  most  advantage- 
ons  terms  that  can  be  obtained. 

3.  The  amount  of  the  loan,  for  the  payment  and 
security  of  principal  and  interest,  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  rest  of  the  funded  debt  created 
since  the  war. 

If  the  propositions  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  be  adopted, 
ttie  Treasury  wiU  be  placed  on  the  foUowing  footing 
lor  the  year  1816: 
1.  The  ascertained  demanda  upon  the 

Treasury  amount  to  .  -  968,033,034  69 
8.  The  exisUng  sources  . 

of  revenue  and  sup- 

plT  will  produce        911,160,000  00 

3.  The  excess  of  out- 
standing revenue,  and 
of  authority  to  borrow 
money  and  to  issue 
Treasury  notes  for  the 
service  ol  1814^  be- 
yond the  demand,  is 
estimated  at      -        -    3,976,909  83 

4.  The  taxes  now  pro- 
posed are  estimated  to 
produce,  for  1815      -     5,000^000  00 

5.  The  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1816,  will  pro- 
duce        -        -        -  16,000,000  00 

6.  The  authority  to  raise 
money  by  loan,  for  the 
service  of  1816^  ex- 
tends to    -        -        -  36,000,000  00 

■  60,136,909  83 


The  demands  on  the  Treasury,as  above, 
being  deducted,  amounting  to  -  66,033,034  60 

licave  a  surplus  of  ways  and  means  of  94,093,876  14 

The  surplus  of  ways  and  means,  for  the  year  1816, 
will  be  apphcable  to  the  establishment  of  the  contem- 
plated Sinking  Fund,  and  to  the  payment  of  any  ad- 
ditional expenses  that  Congress  may  authorize. 

In  making  the  present  communication,  I  feel,  sir, 
that  I  have  performed  my  duty  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  country;  but  when  I  perceive  that  more  thanfi>rty 
millions  of  dollars  must  be  raised,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1816,  by  an  appeal  to  public  credit,  through  the 
medium  of  Treasury  notes  and  loans,  I  am  not  without 
sensations  of  extreme  solicitude.  The  unpromising 
state  of  the  public  credit,  and  the  obstructed  stete  of 
me  circulating  medium,  are  sufficiently  known.  A 
liberal  imposition  of  taxes,  during  the  session,  ought  to 
raise  the  public  credit,  were  it  not  for  counteracting 
causes ;  but  it  can  have  no  effect  in  restoring  a  nation- 
al circulating  medium.  It  remains,  therefore,  with  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  to  decide,  whether  any  other 
means  can  be  applied  to  restore  the  public  credit,  to 
re-establish  a  national  circulating  medium,  and  to  ia- 
ciliute  the  necessary  anticipations  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. The  humble  opinion  of  this  Department  on  the 
subject  has  been  respectfuUy,  though  fiankly,  expressed 
on  former  occasions,  and  it  remains  unchanged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

T   «r   «  «  .  ^-  ''•  1>ALLA8. 

J.  W.  Emes,  Esq.,  Chairman,  4-c 

Schedule  A. 
TuAsirmT  Dbpaktmbitt, 

Q       Tu*        ,.   R»v«wu»  Officb,  Dec.  16,  1814. 

bib:  1  bave  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest, to  submit  the  annexed  estimates  of  the  products 
of  the  existing  internal  duties,  and  of  the  additional 
duties  proposed  to  be  laid  by  tiie  bills  now  before  Con- 
gross ;  tiie  first  stetement  exhibiting  the  producU  for  an 
entire  year  after  Uie  respective  duties  shall  be  in  full 
operation,  and  the  last  stetement  showing  the  amounts 
that  may  be  expected  to  be  received  from  each  duty 
during  tiie  year  1816.  It  may  be  proper  to  add,  tiiat 
the  materials  do  not  exist  for  formUig  estimates,  vrith 
regard  to  the  new  duties,  on  which  a  perfoct  reliance 
should  be  reposed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  H.  SMITH, 

„      ^  Commuaiofur  of  the  Revenue, 

Hon.  SxcBBTABT  ofthe  Treasury, 

No.  1. 
Estimates  of  the  produete  ofthe  existing  internal  dw. 
ties,  and  of  the  proposed  addittanal  duties  for  an 
entire  year  after  they  shaU  be  in  full  opera&on. 

°**™P* 9610,000 

Carriages      - 300,000 

Sales  at  auction 800,000 

Refined  sugar 160,000 

Licenses  to  retailers      -        -        -        .  900,000 

Licenses  for  stills,  with  the  duty  on  spirits       4,000,000 

fo»*«8re 360,000 

Lotteries       .-.--.  160,000 

Furniture 1,888,000 

Horses  for  Uie  saddle  and  oarriage       -  70,000 
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GoldwatchM ,2J'SS 

g^wtd^.  :   :   :   :   :  ^™s» 

s^fl««di««..   :   :   :   :  %^ 

SSSU'    - *••■">» 

Fte^gcoda       ...        -        -  80/)68 

\  TafaMe»  and  HurfT        ...        -  «W,000 

r   {*rr         360,000 

SSi  - *»••"» 

Ss:^•"?^  :   :   :   :  «S:SS 


$10^379,«M 


No.  2. 

Estimate  of  the  amounts  that  mav  he  exfeeted  to  be 
received  fivm  the  faregmngdutte»,dunng  the  year 

181^ 

aunps 

Carriages 

8alfl8  at  aoction 

Refinadangar 

Liotnaea  to  ratailen      .        .        -        - 
Licenaaa  for  atUla,  with  the  daty  on  apixita 

Poatage 

Lottariaa 

Fumitore 

Hoivea  for  the  saddle  and  carriage 

Gold  watchea 

BUverwatchea 

BooU  - 

Saddles  and  bridlea 
Paper  -  -  - 
C«ndlaa  -  - 
Plajiag  cards 
Tobacco  and  anoff 
Haia  ... 
Iron  .  •  . 
NaUa  .  . 
BesTt  ale,  and  porter 


$510,000 

aoo,ooo 

310,000 

160.000 

875,000 

2,600,000 

250,000 

50,000 

1,238,000 

70.000 

60,000 

170,000 


67a,000 


$7^058,000 


TfawealiraHte  baa  bMO madaon  theaappoaition that 
the  bills  laying  the  new  duties  will  be  psMsd  prenaws' 
ly  to  tb»laft  of  JaayMry  next 

Monday,  January  2^3. 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  the  tallow-chandlers  in 
Philadelphia;  the  brewers  in  the  dty  of  New 
York ;  noi^reaident  owners  of  lands  lyinsr  >n  the 
State  of  Ohio;  the  Paper  Manufacturing  Society 
of  Pennsylvania;  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank;  F.  F.  Breman ;  Stephen  Girard ;  as  also, 
from  the  resolution  of  the  4th  of  October  last,  in- 
structing them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  the  proprietors  of  spirituous  liquors  dis- 
tilled from  domestic  materials  of  which  they  are 
themaelires  the  growers,  to  sell,  without  license, 
any  quantity  thereof  aot  leas  than  one  ^^aiko. 


Mt.  MoKbb,  nrom  the  Coaamittee  oa  the  Pab- 
lic  Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  doeatton  oC 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acre*  of  land  to  An- 
thony Shane;  which  was  read  the  fiiet  time^  and, 
on  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  secondtime^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow.  ^    . 

Mr.  Imqbam,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  uniform  sys- 
em  of  hankrupicy.— Referred. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enue for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  public  credit,  by  laying  a  daty 
on  lotteries;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Saltus^on, 
d^  Co.,  merchants,  of  the  city  of  New  York; 
and  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  dmies  on  re- 
tailers' licenses^  for  the  relief  of  domestic  maiia* 
facturers  of  wine,  who  themselvea  dispose  of  itaix 
product ;  the  two  first  of  which  were  comittittcd, 
and  the  lalter  ordered;  to  be  engrossed  for  m  third 
reading. 

OPERATION  or  THE  DIRECT  TAX. 
Mr.  BrPBB,  ffona  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  nuKle  a  report  on  the  netitioaa  of  the  life- 
habitants  of  the  counties  of  Hiekma*  and  I>ick- 
son,  in  the  Slate  of  Tennessee ;  which  w«a  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows:  ..      ,  ^ 

That  the  petittoners  pray  to  be  relieved  fiom  the 
unequal  operatbn  of  the  act  impoaing  a  direct  tax* 

The aeetion  of  the  act  authorized  the  aeveral 

State  Legialatnres  to  vary  the  sums  impoaed  on  the 
respective  oonntiea.  The  Legidatnre  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee  paaaed  an  act,  requiring  the  aaseaaora  of  the 
United  Statea,  after  the  valuations  were  cempletad,  to 
equalize  and  apportion  the  tax  on  the  several  coontiea. 
The  Congress  ofthe  United  States  passed  a  law  dpdo- 
ing  its  assent  to  the  act  of  the  Bute  of  TenneMee,  wiCit 
Ik  proviso,  declaring,  "*  that  m  case  the  aaaesnri  ahould, 
from  any  circumstance,  fail  to  make  the  equaKastkiit 
and  apportionment  required  by  the  act  of  d&e  State  of 
Tennessee,  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  tax  itoidd 
be  levied  and  collected  in  the  form  prescribed  hjr  die 
law  of  the  United  Statea,  imposmg  a  direct  tax.  R 
appears  that  some  of  the  assessors  perftmned  thedif 
ties  required  by  the  act  of  the  8Ute  of  Teuieesee; 
the  aaaessor  from  the  county  of  Mtirry  Tefosed  to  &- 
charge  the  duties  required  by  the  act ;  in  oonseqneace  of 
which  the  counties  of  Hickman  and  Di^aon  were  de- 
prived of  the  advantages  derived  from  the  equaiisatio& 
and  apportionment,  and  the  tax  was  levied  and  eol- 
lected  in  conformity  with  the  proviaions  of  the  law  cf 
the  United  States,  dedaring  the  assent  of  Congreas  to 
the  act  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  The  peUtionen 
state,  that  the  refusal  of  the  aasessor  to  act,  has  sub- 
jected the  county  of  Hickman  to  a  tax  of  fiSty-foar 
cents  in  the  hundred  dollars,  and  the  county  of  TMl- 
aon  to  a  tax  of  forty  cents,  while  the  county  of  Many, 
the  pbice  of  residence  ofthe  assessor,  is  subjected  to  a 
tax  of  only  nineteen  cents  in  the  hundred  doDsn. 
The  petitioners  pray,  either  that  the  equalization  may 
be  now  made,  or  that  the  counties  of  Hickman  uid 
Dickson  may  be  allowed  a  credit  lor  the  sum  vrlth 
which,  from  the  conduct  of  the  assessor,  they  were 
made  chargeable.    It  cannot  be  doubted  hot  that  tiie 
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oondact  of  the  Mwvcr  prodtteea»  as  ftttad  by  the  pe. 
tilionen,  inequality  in  the  operation  of  the  tax  on  the 
counties  of  Hickman  and  Dickson.  As,  however,  the 
State  of  Tennesaee  atone  had  the  benefit  of  a  partial 
equalization  by  the  assessors,  all  the  counties  in  all  the 
Stetes  might,  with  equal  justice,  claim  an  examination 
of  the  piinciples  on  which  their  respective  portions  of 
the  Bute  quota  have  been  fixed.  By  the  direct  tax 
bill  recently  passed,  provision  is  made  for  an  equaliza- 
tion of  the  tax ;  this  will  afibrd  ample  relief  for  the 
counties  of  Hickman  and  Dickson,  against  the  future 
operation  of  the  ineqnslity  complained  of.  The  tax 
having  been  paid  in  many  of  the  States,  and  the  col- 
lection having  progressed  in  all,  the  committee  consider 
that  it  would  be  inexpediei^  to  recommend  any  mea- 
anre  which  might  bring  into  question  the  nrindplesen 
whioh  die  tax  was  originally  imposed.  The  following 
resolution  is,  therefore,  submitted : 

Mmeked,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitieners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

DUTY  ON  STILLS. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  owners 
of  stills,  referred  on  the  2d  of  November,  1814  ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
nfened  the  petition  of  anndiy  proprietors  of  copper 
stills  in  the  »ate  of  Oonnecticuti  submit,  as  a  part  of 
their  report,  a  letter  firom  the  Gommisnoner  of  the  Reve- 
nue. On  a  view  of  the  focts  contained  in  the  letter, 
<he  committee  unite  in  opinion  vrith  the  Commissioner 
<if  the  Bevenue,  that  the  duty  recently  imposed  on  the 
gallon  of  spirits  distilled  will  tend,  in  some  degree,  to 
Temedy  the  inequality  complained  of,  and  that  it  is  in- 
expedient, at  present,  to  vary  the  proportion  between 
l3ie  duty  on  stills  and  boBers. 

TnxAsvmT  DBPAnTViirr, 

RxTBVVx  OrricB,  iVbo.  36, 1814. 

Sn:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recnpt 
of  your  favor  of  the  38d  instant,  enclosing  a  petition 
-from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
representing  the  unequal  operation  of  the  existing  duty 
-on  stills  and  boilers. 

The  information  in  my  possession  dbes  net  -enable 
me  to  form  a  decided  opinion  whether  the  present  duty 
4>n  stills  is  greater  than  it  Should  be,  compared  with 
that  on  iHrilevB.  Several  letters  have  been  received, 
aU  of  which  state  the  advantages  which  the  distillers 
will  derive  from  recent  improvements  in  the  construc- 
tion of  boilers,  and  generally  reoominendiag  an  in- 
creased duty  on  them ;  but  it  does  not  satiifoetorily 
appear  that  these  advantages  are  peculiar  to  boilers, 
and  that  equal  advantages  do  not  attach  to  some  stills 
«ver  others,  owing  to  the  late  improvements  in  their 
eonstmetion.  Such  is  undoubtedly  the  variety  in  the 
forms  and  modes  of  operation  of  the  several  descriptions 
of  vessels  used  in  the  United  States  for  the  purposes 
of  distillation,  in  their  productive  powers,  and  in  the 
expense  with  which  they  are  worked,  that  the  existing 
duty  is  relatively  light  on  some,  compared  widi  other 
•tills,  and  on  some,  compared  vrith  other  boilen,  as 
well  as  on  some  boilen  compared  with  sinne  stills. 
This  eflect,  it  win  be  perceived,  is  altogettier  inde- 

Sndent  of  the  duty,  aatd  is  incident  to  the  superior 
provaments  of  dM  one  kind  of  vessel  over  the  otter. 
The  boilen,it  is  to  be  added,  being  of  recent  introduc- 


tion, possest,  so  for  as  applicable  to  theBi»  all  the  im- 
provements made  in  stills. 

From  an  impeetion  of  the  whole  number  of  licenses 
ascertained  to  have  been  granted  in  all  the  coUectioii 
districts  during  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  present 
year,  and  in  seventy  districts  for  the  third  quarter,  it 
i^pears  that  there  have  been  granted  18,846  licenses 
for  stills,  and  642  for  boilers ;  of  which  number  there 
have  been  granted  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  426  for 
stiUs,  and  26  for  boilers. 

It  is  certainly  desirable  that  a  just  equality  should 
characterise  the  duty  on  stills  and  boilers.  A  just 
equality  cannot,  however,  require  the  imposition  of  suoh 
a  duty  as  would  tend  in  any  way  to  disturb  the  rela- 
tive benefits  attendant  on  dififerent  descriptions  of  ves- 
sels which  would  be  used  independent  of  the  existence 
of  the  duty,  much  less  to  deprive  ingenuity  of  the 
stimulus  to  improvement  which  i^  reasonably  finds  in 
the  profit  that  fiows^em  such  improvement. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  the  contemplated  dn^onthe 
gallon  of  spirits  distilled  vrithin  the  United  States  wtii, 
in  some  decree,  overoome  any  inequality  in  the  pnaent 
duty,  and  as  mote  experience  of  the  operaticm  ^  the 
present  duty  is  required  to  asoertain  the  natuie  and 
extent  of  a^y  exiting  inequalities,  I  am  of  die  opinion 
that  it  would  be  inexpe&nt  at  thii  time  to  vary  the 
proportion  •hetween  tike  duty  on  stills  and  boilers. 

lam,  with  great  reoect,  Scc^ 

8.  H.  SMITH, 
CommMnofier  4>f  Me  JisoMiie. 
Hon.  JoBW  W.  Smas,  CAmrman,  4^ 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  fippM,  from  tho  Committee  of  Wnifs  wad 
Means,  in  pacsounee  ef  tke  resolvtion  tastracltng 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expedteney  of  impoain^ 
a  direct  tax  on  the  District  or  Coittmbta.  and  other 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  made  a  report 
thereon,  accoinpanied  by  a  bill  to  provide  adifi- 
tional  revenue  for  defrajring  the  expenses  of  Gor* 
ernment,  and  maintaining  the  puolic  credit,  by 
laying  a  direct  tax  opon  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

Thai  tiie  sixleenth  clatse  of  liie  eighth  section.ef 
the  Constitution  declares,  that  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  '*  exercise  exclusive  lagislation»  in  all  oaaea 
whatsoever,  oier  such  diitrict  of  countiy,  not  exceed- 
ing ten  miles  aquare,  as  may,  by  ceesion  of  particolar 
States  and  the  aoceptanee  <rf  Congrem,  beoeoie  the 
Seat  of  the  Govemmeat  of  the  United  Stales."  No 
doi^  can  be  entertained  but  that  this  general  grant 
of  legislative  powers,  must  indnde  the  right  of  impo- 
ang  taxes,  whioh  is  among  the  most  common  and 
ordinary  Ejects  of  legislation.  Nor  is  it  bdLieved  that 
the  exercise  of  this  power,:SO  for  as  it  re^pecta  tlie  IKs- 
trietof  Columbia,  is  either  peohibiled  or  limited  by 
any  dause  of  the  Conetitutaon.  The  third  elanse  of 
the  second  section  of  the  Conslitotioay  which  dedaies 
<*  that  represeotatives  and  direct  texos  shall  be  appar- 
tioned  among  die  several  Stales,  which  may  be  la- 
dnded  within  dus  Union>  acoanUng  to  their  respective 
numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  fi»e  peisons,  iachiding  those  bound 
to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed,  three-filths  of  all  other  persons,"  is  consid- 
ered as  applying  exclusively  to  the  States,  and  was 
evidently  designed,  so  for  as  respects  the  impoation  iof 
tazecy  as  aaubstknie  for  the  rule  of  apportionment  fixed 
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hf  the  eighth  Attiele  of  the  Old  ConMcntion,  under 
which  each  State  eontriboted  for  the  eommoB  defenee 
end  general  welfiore,  aeoordtng  to  the  Tmlne  of  ite  land% 
bnil&iga,  and  impiovementB,  instead  of  the  amoant 
of  its  population.  The  right  to  tax  the  other  Territo- 
liee  of  the  United  Statee,  appean  eqnallj  clear.  The 
fourth  article  of  compact  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Territories^  declares  "  the  said  territory  and 
the  States  which  maj  be  fonned  therein,  shall  forever 
remain  a  part  of  this  Confederacy  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  subject  to  the  Articles  of  Cronfederation, 
and  to  such  alterations  therein  as  may  be  oonstitu- 
tionaliy  made,  and  to  all  the  acts  and  ordinances  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  conformable 
thereto.  The  inhaUtanU  and  settlers  in  the  said  terri- 
tory, shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debt, 
contracted  or  to  be  contracted,  a  proportional  part  of 
the  expenses  of  Government,  to  be  apportioned  on 
them  by  Congress  according  to  the  same  common  rale 
and  measure  by  which  apportionments  thereof  shall  be 
made  on  the  other  Stetes.^' 

On  the  other  point  referred  to  the  committee,  vis : 
the  policy  of  imposing  a  direct  tax,  they  have  bestowed 
all  the  attention  whidi  its  importance  merits,  from  in- 
▼ohing  the  principles  of  representation  and  taxation. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  imposition  of  taxes,  by 
penons  who  owe  complete  responsibility  to  the  people, 
IS  one  of  the  best  securities  against  the  abuse  of  power. 
By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  this  princi- 
ple of  representatiTe  responsibility  was  violated,  so  for 
as  respects  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  righu 
and  interests  of  the  people  transferred  to  persons  over 
whose  election  the  inhabitants  have  no  control.  The 
only  question  is,  whether  their  being  placed  in  a  pecu- 
liar situation  by  the  Constitution,  ought  to  operate  as 
a  permanent  exemption  from  taxes.  It  is  not  believed 
tliat  the  right  to  tax,  exercised  by  persons  who  owe  no 
responsibility  to  those  on  whom  their  laws  must  oper- 
ate, is  in  principle  more  exceptionable,  than  the  exer- 
cise of  powen  which  aflect  the  personal  rights,  and 
even  the  life  of  the  citizen.  On  these  important  ques- 
tions, however,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  must 
legislate.  No  other  power  can,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  pre«cribe  the  regulations  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  innocent  and  punish  the  guilty.  In  a  free 
country,  every  portion  of  the  community  ought  to  con- 
tribute  to  the  common  defonce  and  general  welfore ; 
nor  is  it  believed  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
intended  to  violate  this  principle,  by  exempting  from 
taxes  a  district  of  country  whose  natural  advantages 
are  surpassed  by  no  portion  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  derives  peculiar  benefits  from  the  disbursement 
annually  of  large  sums  drawn  from  other  portions  of 
the  Union. 

The  situation  of  the  other  Territories  is  materially 
dilforent :  at  a  distance  from  market,  with  a  large  por- 
tion of  unimproved  and  unproductive  land,  they  are 
still  struggling  with  all  the  inconveniences  attendant 
on  infont  settlements,  surrounded  by  powerful  tribes 
of  hostile  savages.  While,  therefore,  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained  as  to  the  Constitutional  right  to  impose  a 
direct  tax  on  Territories,  the  committee  deem  it  at  pres- 
ent inexpedient,  and  submit  a  bill  for  imposing  a  direct 
tax  on  the  Distjdct  of  Columbia. 

CLERK  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clabk,  of  Kentucky,  the 
farther  coasideration  of  the  orders  of  the  day 
was  postponed  an  til  to-morrow,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  reeoluiioa  for  the 


removal  of  Patrick  Mamder  from  the  ofBee  of 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Reprvscntmtives.  and  the 
appointment  of  a  soccessor. 

The  Hoase  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  offered  on  Saturday,  by  Mr. 
Clabk,  on  that  subject. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Yermont, 
to  postpone  the  farther  coosideration  of  this  mo- 
tion to  Monday  next;  whieh  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  DovALL,  and  Mr.  Clark,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  Fi8K,  Mr.  Fabrow,  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  when 
Mr.  FiBK  withdrew  bis  motion. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolve  was  then  opposed 
by  Mr.  Wbiobt,  in  a  speech  of  full  two  hours  ia 
length.  It  was  also  opposed  by  Mr.  Qholbok 
and  Mr.  MeKm.  and  supported  by  Mr.  Pbabboh, 
Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Clabk. 

Mr.  MoKiM  moved  to  postpone  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  resolotion  to  this  day  week. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clabk,  Mr. 
Pearson,  and  Mr.  Oaklet,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  MooBE  and  Mr.  Eppes. 

The  motion  was  finally  decided  at  a  late  hoar 
as  follows:  For  postponement  71,  a^inst  it  71. 

The  Speakeb  decided  the  question  by  an  af- 
firmative vote,  and  tbe  further  consideration  of 
the  resolution  was  therefore  postponed  to  this  day 
week. 

[The  foondation  for  this  motion  to  oust  Mr. 
Magrudeb  is  briefly  this:  Daring  the  late  incar- 
sion  of  the  enemy,  Mr.  M.  was,  on  account  of 
ill-health,  at  the  Springs,  and,  of  course,  absent 
from  tbe  city,  leaving  nis  office  in  charge  of  his 
clerks.  The  principal  clerk  being  a  colonel  in 
the  militis,  and  all  the  others  except  one  called 
out  in  the  militia,  one  of  those  so  in  service  was, 
on  tbe  near  approach  of  the  enemy,  permitted  to 
return,  and,  with  the  remaining  clerk,  to  attempt 
the  salvation  of  the  records.  Many  of  them,  and 
those  the  most  valuable,  were  saved  by  being 
carried  into  the  country;  others,  of  less  impor- 
tance, were  removed  into  the  house  formerly  be- 
longing to  Qeneral  Washington,  which  was  wan- 
tODly  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  Among  the  pa- 
pers left  in  the  Capitol  were  the  vouchers  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  past  year,  which, 
being  in  a  small  drawer,  were  overlooked,  and 
irrecoverably  lost  in  the  general  conflagration. 
Soon  after  the  meeting  of  Congress,  in  conae- 
qaence  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Magruder  narrating 
these  circumstances,  and  inviting  toquiry,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter, 
who  reported  uofavorably  to  the  clerks  as  to  the 
exertions  made  in  savin^^  the  public  papers;  and 
also  reported  that,  out  of  $50,000  received  on  ac- 
count of  contingent  moneys,  and  all  of  which| 
except  about  $3,000.  is  alleged  to  have  been  ex- 
pended, vouchers  are  produced  for  little  more 
than  (30,000  of  tbe  amount  which,  or  a  great 
part  of  it,  the  committee  infer  has  been  improp- 
erly used.  Whereupon,  the  House  resolves  that 
the  Clerk  shall  have  credit  at  the  Treasury  for 
all  tbe  ascertained  expenditures,  and  such  other 
amount  as  he  shall  produce  or  hereafter  obuin 
vouchers  for.  It  ought  to  be  observed  that  the 
contingent  fund  has  always  been  ezclnsiveiy  an- 
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der  tlie  direction  of  Mr.  Mtgruder's  principal 
clerk,  nnd  it  doe<  not  appear  that  Mr.  M.  himself 
had  aoy  knowledge  of  its  diabnrsement,  eonsid- 
criog  it  as  haviog  been  dulj  controlled  by  the 
Committee  of  Accounts.  Under  these  circum- 
stances a  motion  is  made  to  remove  him,  on  the 
ground  of  neglect  in  confiding  these  matters  to 
is  depnties;  which  is  opposed  on  the  gronnd  of 
his  unimpeachable  character  and  general  good 
conduct.  This  is  believed  to  be  an  impartial 
statement  of  the  case.] 
The  House  adjourned  at  a  late  hour. 

TnEBOAT,  January  24. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  provision  for  sun- 
sisting  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by  author- 
izing the  appointment  of  commissaries  of  subsist- 
ence ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lownobs, 

Ordered,  That  Qeneral  Winder  have  leave  to 
withdraw  the  papers  mentioned  in  the  Journal  of 
the  21st  instant,  by  his  agreeing  to  furnish  copies 
thereof  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the 
annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Pension  Fund. 

An  enf^rosaed  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  du- 
ties on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  InOham,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Isaac  Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell,  passed 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

The  order  of  the  day,  on  Mr.  Jackson's  propo- 
sition to  amend  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  give  to 
Congress  power  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  dbc. 
having  been  called  over,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's 

Satentfor  his  improvement  on  steam  engines,  un- 
erwent  considerable  discussion,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  was,  after  a  long  debate,  amended, 
and  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  jLbwis  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  thereto,  the  following  proviso: 

**  And  provided  aUo,  That  the  said  Oliver  Evans 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  privileges  granted 
by  this  act,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
shall  permit  any  person  or  persons  to  use  the  improve- 
ments of  the  said  Oliver  £vans  in  the  machineiy  of 
mills  for  the  mannfactnre  of  flour  during  the  continu- 
ance of  his  extended  patent  therefor,  upon  the  same 
terms  as  were  demanded  by  the  said  Oliver  Evans  be- 
ibre  the  extension  of  the  said  patent" 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  time  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  1^. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and  ex* 
tend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  April,. 
1814,  entitled  "an  act  confirming  certain  claims- 
to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing 
for  their  location  f  which  was  twice  read  ana. 
committed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  Legi^tlature  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  establishing  the  fees  of  the  health  officer 
and  harbor  master  of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and 
St.  Marv's,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  further  considera* 
tion  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  was,  after  deoate, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  purchaae 
of  a  certain  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  (in  the  vicinity  of  Plattsburg)  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed ;  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  coocurrenca  therein. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of*Isaac  Smith 
and  Bratton  Caldwell,  was  read  a  third  time^ 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The' bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  time  of 
Oliver  Evans's  patent^  for  his  improvement  in  the 
steam  engine,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  PiSK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  postpone 
indefinitely  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill; 
which  motion  was  decided  as  follows  by  yeas 
and  nays :  For  the  motion  54,  against  it  79. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  requested  in  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Honse  thereto. 

MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  Jackson's  bill  to  amend  the  militia  law,  so 
as  to  conform  the  organization  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  States,  as  far  as  regards  the  ofllcera 
thereof,  to  that  of  the  military  force  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Mary- 
land, to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  biU. 

That  motion  was  superseded  by  a  motion  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  xork,  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely. 

The  object  of  the  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Jackson,  Hawkins,  Cannon,  and  others,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Wriqht,  Taylor,  PicxERiNe, 
Webster,  and  others. 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill  were,  gene- 
rally, the  dissonance  arising  from  the  disaimi- 
larity  of  the  provisions  of  the  State  laws  for 
organizing  the  militia,  to  those  of  the  laws  direct- 
ing the  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  confusion  hence  produced  in  the 
militia  draughts^  dbc.  The  opponents  of  the  bill 
contended  that  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  disturb  the  present  organi- 
zation of  the  militia,  which^'it  was  also  said,  was 
by  many  well-informed  military  men  believed  to 
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1>e  ituperior  to  the  organ izatioa  of  the  Army  of 
the  Uoited  States,  <S^. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  affirmRtive :  For  the  postponement 
*d4,  against  it  45,  as  follows : 

Ybab— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Avery,  Bajlies 
of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brecken- 
lidge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Burwell,  Batlmr,  Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cilley,  ComstodL, 
Cooper,  Coz,  Crawfinrd,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
port, BaTis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Fsxrew,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forney,  Gholson,  Goldaboroug^,  Goodwyn, 
OrosT«nor,  Hale,  Hashrouck,  Henderson,  Hmokins  of 
Kentucky,  Hungerlbrd,  Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  King  of  Masiachu- 
setts.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lefierts,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Piper,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
^Bieh,  Roane,  Rnggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,'  Shefiey, 
"Sherwood,  dhipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Barith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stuait,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Trsup,  Voee,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  WUUams,  Wilson 
of  MassachusetU,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Naxs-  Messrs.  Abton,  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Bines,  Cattnan,  ChappeU,  Clendenin,  Desha,  Davall, 
Earle,  Findley,  Forsyth,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Harris, 
Hawes,  Hawkins.  Hubbard,  Humphnya,  IngersoU, 
laighaiB*  Jackson  of  Viiginia,  Johnson  of  Kentnd^, 
Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kilbouni,Lyle,  Mi^n,  Meliean,  Mur- 
ftee,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pi<jkens,  Pleasaftta,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Sevier,  Sharp>,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thursday  January  26. 
Mr.  Tamobt,  from  the  Gommittea  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Anacostia  Bridge  Company; 
which  was  read,  wbeta, 

Mr.  Yancbt  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Anacostia  Bridge  Company ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  huilt,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or 
more  floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of  the 
waters  of  the  United  States,"  without  amend- 
ment; and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Committee  of 
MUitary  Affairs  was  instructed  to  inquire  into 
•the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  so  much 
of  the  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  gOTemment  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  as  relates  to  the  infliction  of  corporal  pun- 
ishment. 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  imposing  a  duty 
im  sliver  plate  and  jewelrv  manufactured  for  sale, 
in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Taylor  aisa  submitted  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution : 


R^ehed,  That  the  ooamitlae  on  90  much  of  Ae 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  the  militis,  be  instrncted  to  inqoire  wbedber 
any,  and,  if  any»  what  provision  ought  to  be  nubda  by 
law  for  assessing,  collecting,  or  remitting  fines  im- 
posed on  ofiicers,  non-commissioned  offieeis  and  {ri- 
vates,  by  militia  courts  raartiaL 

Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  this 
motion  by  adding  thereto  the  following:  "And 
that  thev  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  nnes  on  such  oflicer^  non-commissiMied 
officers,  and  privates,  for  offences  nnder  the  mili- 
tary laws ;"  which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  was  then  agreed 
to  as  moved  by  him. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  remainder  of  the  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  digest  of 
the  returns  of  the  arts  and  manufactures  of  the 
United  States. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Nimmo,  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

PETITION  OF  OJ50KOE  HITS. 

Mr.  Chappbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Oeorg»Htt«  ',  which  was  read, 
and  the  resolotioo  therein  contained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  asks  Congress  to  remanerate 
turn  for  a  number  of  negroes,  hones,  and  cattle,  whi^ 
he  alleges,  were  the  property  of  his  father ;  and  wludk 
were  taken  by  the  Cherokee  Indians  in  the  year  1776, 
firom  his  father's  residanea,after  having  firat  Idlled  the 
whole  family,  ezoept  hiniaelf;  some  of  which  negroes, 
he  states,  are  now  in  the  posesssion  of  the  aaid  bh 
dians.  The  petitioner  is  so  deleotive  in  Jus  testimony 
that  he  does  not  make  oat  such  a  daim  as  can  be 
granted.  He  neither  shows  himself  to  be  the  heir  of 
the  perM>n,  whose  proper^  is  said  to  have  besn  taken, 
nor  does  he  show,  satis&ctorily,  the  Talae  of  the  prap- 
erty  taken,  or  that  any  was  taken.  But,  if  all  these 
points  were  established,  the  committee  ^ill  think,  he 
has  no  claim  upon  Congress.  He  bottoms  his  daim 
on  the  treaties  made  by  the  United  Sutes  with  these 
Indians  in  1785  and  1795;  by  the  first  of  which  the 
Indians  were  bound  to  deliver  up  and  restore  all  the 
property  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  tiie  United  States 
which  they  had  taken ;  and  by  the  latter  they  wen 
allowed  to  retain  all  such  property  as  still  remained  in 
their  possession.  There  u  no  eatisfaetory  eTideace 
that  any  proper  efEbrts  were  ever  made  to  reooTer  this 
property  between  the  dates  of  these  two  treaties.  The 
nec^t  of  the  petitioner  to  4o  this  certain^  cannot 
create  an  obligation  on  the  Qovenunent  to  rflmanesaaa 
him.  Every  person  who  had  lost  a  horse  or  a  oow^by 
the  depredations  of  these  Indians,  has  an  eqnal  claim 
on  the  Government  with  the  petitioner,  and,  by  ob- 
taining the  remuneration  asked  for,  would  find  in  the 
Government  a  conTenient  warrantor  Ibr  all  their  loesss. 
Tlus,  it  is  believed,  would  not  be  consideced  good 
policy  at  this  day.  If  there  ever  were  an  obligatiott 
created,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  by  the  nsglect 
of  the  petitioner  it  has  been  destroyed ;  therefore, 

Resoived,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  eaght 
not  to  be  granted. 
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MB.  jjsrFBBaoN'a  library. 

Tlie  House  proeeeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  Benate  AUthoriziDg  the  purchase 
of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  the 
same  be  postponed  indefinitely.  For  the  motion 
69,  agaiDst  it  73. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Delaware,  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  the  ith  day  of  March  next.  For 
the  motion  68,  against  it  74. 

The  question  was  then  staled  on  (be  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  MassaohuseuSf  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  with  inatruotioss  to  a  select  oommit- 
uee  to  report  a  new  section,  authorizing  the 
seleedon  of  saeh  of  the  books  belooging  to  said 
library  as  might  be  neoessary  or  usefnl  to  Con* 
gveas  in  their  deifberatioBs.  and  to  dispose  of  the 
nmatader  at  poblic  sale.  This  motion  wss  nega- 
tited-^yeas  56. 

Mr.  Kino  afterwards  moved  t^  recommit  the 
Inll  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  new  section  authorizing  the  Library 
Committee,  as  soon  as  said  library  shall  be  re- 
ceived at  Washin|[ton,  to  select  therefrom  all 
books  of  an  atheistical,  irreligious,  and  immocal 
tendency,  if  any  such  there  be,  and  aeod  the  same 
back  to  Mr.  jTefiersoo  iritbout  any  expense  to 
bim.  This  motion  Mr«.K«  Ihougbt  pto^^r  after- 
wards to  withdraw. 

This  snkject,  «»d  the  Fariovs  oiotiooa  relative 
tb  erato,  gikve  riae  to  a  deb&te  wh«eh  tasted  till  the 
botir  or  adjottinaent;  w^hich,  fthoogti  it  afforded 
aaueh  acausement  to  the  'auditors,  would  &ot  in- 
terest the  feelings  or  jndfeaeat  of  any  reader. 
Those  who  supported  the  bill  in  debate  were 
Meaan.  Wshwt,  Fisc  of  Vermont,  Rbga  of 
Tennessee,  and  Hulbsbt;  and  those  who  op- 
posed it  were  Messrs.  Kino  of  Massachusetts, 
Fabhow,  Cannon,  Hanson^  GaosvBNoa,  Pick- 
SRiNO,  and  Webster. 

Those  who  opposed  the  bill,  did  so  on  acceoat 
of  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  necessity  of  ap- 
propriating it  to  purooses  more  iadispensable  than 
the  purchase  ef  a  library  jibe  probable  ioseourity 
of  such  a  library  placed  ^hare;  the  high  price  to 
be  given  for  this  oolieotioo;  its  nuseeliaaeous 
and  almost  exclasirely  literary  (instead  of  legal 
aAd  hiatoridU)  eba^acter,  dbe. 

To  those  arguments,  enferoed  with  zeal  and 
vehemence,  the  frieods  of  the  bill  replied  with 
fact,  wit,  and  argument,  to  show  that  the  pur- 
chase, to  be  made  on  terras  of  long  credit,  could 
not  affect  the  present  resources  of  tbe  United 
States;  that  the  price  was  moderate,  the  library 
more  valuable  from  the  scarcity  of  many  of  its 
books,  and  altogether  a  most  admirable  substratum 
for  a  National  Library. 

The  final  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  the  passage 
of  the  bill  81,  against  it  71,  as  follows: 

YsAs — ^MsMTs.  Alexander,  Ahiton,  Andersoa^  Bar- 
boBr»  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhonn,  Chap- 
pell,  Conazd,  Crawford,  Craifhton,  Cfouefa,  Cnthbert, 
Desha,  Dnvall,  Bails,  Svaas,  Fiiidley,  Fiik  ef  Ver- 


mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hidl,  Harrit, 
HasbroQck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentnoky, 
Habbard,  Holbert,  IngersoU,  Inghsm,  Irving,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  Lefferts,Lowndss, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLesn,  Murfiree,  NeUon, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasanti,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Taylor, 
Tel&ir,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersev,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  x  ancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bsyly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ely,  Farrow,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Gros- 
venor.  Hale,  Hanson,  Hendeison,  Howell,  Hunger- 
ford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Maoon, 
Markell,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Ridgely,  Roggles,  Schureman,  Shefley,  Sherwood,  Bhip- 
herd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Tag^art,  TannehiU,  Thempacm,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Msasacbu^etts,  Webster,  WhesSon,  White,  Wilcox, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 


Fbidat,  January  27. 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inerebants  and  other  inhabitants  of  Baltimore, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  uniform  sys* 
tern  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 
— Referred. 

Mr.  QAfiTON  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  College  of  Qeorgetown, 
prayinff  to  be  invested  with  authority  and  powar 
to  confer  the  usual  academical  honors  on  thoae 
who,  by  their  proficiency  in  the  liberal  acta,  may 
be  judged  4eserving  of  aaeh  4tstinetioBa.*-Be- 
feried  to  the  Gomaiittee  oa  the  Diairiet  of  Co- 
lambia. 

Mf.  Pi.aAaAfvv%  ef  Virginia,  from  the  Naval 
CoOMDittee,  10  whom  was  referred  tM  report  of 
the  acting  Seeretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  petition 
of  Uriah  Brown,  made  a  report  unfavorable  to  the 
Gkyvernment's  ixMking  any  experiment  on  this  in- 
vention at  the  present  time ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 

f purchase  of  public  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the 
ndiana  Territory ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  on  the  bill, 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  aathor- 
ize  pavment  foe  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
str^ed  by  the  enemy  whilst  ia  the  military  ser- 
vioe  of  the  Uattea  States,  to  which  evodry 
aaiftadawMrta  wieie  made  in  Conunittee  i>f  the 
Whole,  and  reported  to  the  Honae. 

Afler  employing  the  day  wholly  on  this  bill,  the 
House  adjourned  without  having  gene  through 
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Satubdat,  January  28. 

Mr.  Epres,  from  tha  Commitiee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1815; 
which  was  read  the  first  time^  and,  on  motioD,  the' 
said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  commit^ 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hou&e  on  Mon- 
day next. 

A  messagpe  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  **  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  laying  duties  oiv 
licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquorsr 
and  foreign  mercbandisCj  and  for  other  purposes," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  alsdT 
passed  a  bill  "concerning  field  officers  of  the  mil 
itia;"  in  which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
the  House. 

CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Patrick  Magruoer,  the  Clerk  to  the  House, 
resigning  his  situation  as  such;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 
To  the  honorable  Spiakie 

of  the  Hotue  of  RepreeeniaHvee  .* 

CumK's  Orvicx,  Jan.  88, 1815. 

8ia:  It  is  with  a  reUiclance  I  cannot  well  express, 
that  I  find  it  necessary  again  to  throw  myself  on  your 
politeneas  as  the  medinm  of  commanication  to  the 
House,  on  a  subject  no  less  painful  to  me  than  it  must 
be  to  them.  This  is  imposed  upon  me  as  a  duty,  as 
well  by  the  arguments  derived  from  those  inimical  to 
me,  (as  I  learn,)  from  silence  in  regard  to  the  last  re- 
port of  the.  committee,  appointed  at  my  request  to  in- 
vestigate the  situation  of  the  office  under  my  charge, 
as  by  the  indications  aflbrded  by  the  recent  vote  of  Uie 
House.  In  regard  to  the  accounts  of  my  office,  the 
correctness  of  which  has  been. arraigned  by  a  oommit- 
mittee  of  the  House,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I 
have  said  on  a  fM'mer  occasion  on  this  subject,  except 
to  reassert  my  entire  innocence  and  ignorance  of  any 
misapplication  of  the  public  moneys,  and  to  express 
my  conscientious  belief  that  the  public  money  has  been 
£uthluUy  disbursed  by  my  principal  olerk,  to  whom  it 
was  confided,  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  aocoimt  for 
it  at  the  Treasury ;  and  would  have  been  able  to  do  so 
at  this  day,  had  not  the  unfortunate  conflagration  of 
the  Capitol  destroyed  his  accounts,  and  subjected  his 
conduct  to  a  scrutiny,  in  which  the  fitct  of  a  deficiency 
of  the  vouchers  destroyed  has  been  adduced  as  evidence 
against  him. 

Could  I  presume  so  far,  it  might  be  an  easy  task  to 
exhibit  errors  of  great  importance  in  that  part  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  my  conduct,  which  relates 
to  the  account  of  the  conUngent  fund.  It  is  in  my  be- 
lief demonstrable,  that  its  errors  are  hot  limited  to 
hundreds,  or  to  any  moderate  number  of  thousands  of 
dollaie.  Still  easier  would  it  be  to  dissipate  almost 
every  argument  used  in  debate  on  that  report,  tending 
by  assertion  or  implication  to  prejudice  the  House 
against  me  personaliy ;  but,  sir,  he  who  is  put  upon 
his  trial  without  opportuni^  to  defend  himself  from 
aeontations  adduced  against  him,  can  expect  no  benefit 
from  an  after  appeal  to  those  who  have  already  pro- 
nounced judgment  against  him. 

Little,  sir,  did  I  ever  expect  to  have  to  answer  to  this 


Honse,  on  eharges  aActing  my  character,  at  this  ad- 
vanced period  of  my  life.  Since  I  paseed  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  have  I  been  in  public  liftk  By  those 
who  knew  me  best,  I  have  been  selected  to  iJl  varioas 
public  stations,  judicial  as  well  as  legislative,  under 
tx>th  State  and  General  Governments,  and  no  man  hae 
ever  before  appeared  to  impute  to  me  malfrdaance  in 
the  duties  of  my  station.  In  every  ritnation  in  which 
it  has  pleased  my  country  to  place  me,  I  have  endea- 
vored to  sustain  a  character  more  dear  to  me  than 
wealth ;  and  the  attempt  to  rob  me  of  a  jewel  more 
precious  than  life,  to  deprive  me  of  that  honest  ^me 
which  I  had  acquired  by  a  long  course  of  pubb'c  ser- 
vice, however  it  may  temporarilv  succeed  in  this  body, 
cannot  eventually  depress  my  raaracter  or  standing  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Amencan  people.  Truth  is  great,  and 
will  prevail.  I  court  its  light,  and  shrink  not  from  its 
test.  The  office  of  CleA  of  this  Hoose,  arduous  and 
trying  as  are  the  duties  to  be  performed  during  the 
sessions  of  Congress,  has  never  been  considered  l^me, 
in  a  pecuniarv  point  of  view,  an  object.  Two  yean 
since  I  should  have  resigned  it,  but  for  the  dissuasions 
of  my  friends.  I  was  too  proud  of  the  honor  cooforred 
by  the  flattering  suffirage  I  had  received  from  the  hon- 
orable House.  I  retained  mv  seat ;  and  how  cruelly 
I  am  treated  for  that  determmation  let  recent  events 
decide. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  weary  you  or  the 
House  by  reiterating'  those  unavailing  xegrtiU  which 
force  themselves  on  my  bosom.  It  is  probable,  sir,  I 
might,  by  resorting  to  humiliating  solicitation,  reinstate 
myself  in  my  former  footing  in  the  House ;  but  there 
is  implanted  within  my  bosom  a  principle  much  more 
powerful  than  the  love  of  popularity  or  of  office.  It  ia 
the  sense  of  honor  which  forbids  solicitation  from,  or 
even  association  with,  those  who  entertain  a  sospkion 
derogatory  to  my  fair  fome.  That  there  are  sodi  among 
those  whom  I  have  once  been  proud  to  cell  my  politi- 
cal friends,  the  motion  now  pending  in  the  House,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  supported*  suflkient- 
ly  indicate.  After  a  struggle  between  contending 
foelings,  I  have  therefore  determined  to  resign  the  of- 
fice I  now  hold,  to  permit  those  by  whom  I  am  perse- 
cuted to  attain,  with  greater  ease,  an  object  to  which 
they  have  been  willing  to  sacrifice,  not  only  my  frtm- 
ily  but  my  reputation.  I  beg  the  Speaker  and  House 
to  accept  of  this  my  resignation  of  the  office  of  Cleik 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  take  this  last  op- 
portunity to  ofier  to  yourself  and  the  House,  die  hom- 
age of  my  unfeigned  res|>ect,  and  to  those  who  have 
stood  forth  to  befriend  an  injured  man,  and  resisted  the 
accusations  against  me,  the  assurances  of  my  eternal 
gratitude.  To  my  successor  in  office,  let  him  be  whom 
he  may,  I  wish  an  easier  and  happier  time  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  than  I  have  had. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

PATRICK  MAGRUDER. 

PAYMENT  POR  PROPERTY  LOST,  dec 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  payment  for  the  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  while  employed  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States:  When, 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the 
table. — ^Negatived. 

Mi^BiQBLOW  moved  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  which  wan 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  made  by  the  Committee  of  the 
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Whole  Hoa«e  to  tbe  lecoad  seetioo  was  tk<eii  again 
read,  aod  eonaorred  id  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  hij  Mr.  Harris  further  to 
amend  ihe  bill,  by  inserting  therein  the  following 
section,  as  the  4th  seetion  thereof: 

8ic.  4.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  every  per- 
son whose  rifle  or  other  firearm  may  heretofore  have 
been  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  order  of  any  officer  therein  employed,  and  which 
shall  not  have  been  returned  or  otherwise  accounted 
lor,  shall  be  entitled  to  pay  for  the  same. 

Which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following 
words,  contained  in  the  5th  and  6th  lines  of  the 
2d  section,  to  wit : '' either  by  impressment  or  con- 
tract;" which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  further  amended;  and  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Kilbourn,  further  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting,  between  the  11th  and  12th 
lines  of  the  1st  section,  the  followinfi;  words:  "  or 
who  shall  have  lost  any  horse  or  horses  while 
in  service  as  aforesaid,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
owner  being  killed  or  wounded,  or  bis  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  officer  commanding  any  ex- 
pedition." 

Which  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Desha  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mounted  vol- 
luiteers  who  served  in  the  Northwestern  expedition 
in  the  Fall  of  the  year  1813,  or  in  the  Southern  cam- 
paign  against  the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  commanded 
by  Major  General  Jackson  and  General  Floyd,  and  who 
lost  their  horMs  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  consequence 
of  being  dismounted  and  separated  from  their  horses 
by  the  ordeis  of  the  Commanding  Qeaferal,  without 
the  defimlt  or  negligenee  of  the  owner,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  compensation  therelbr. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  62,  nays  65,  as 
follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bard, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clendenin, 
Comstock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Desha,  DuvaU,  Earie,  Kvans,  Farrow,  Forney,  Ghol- 
•on,  Cfourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerford^  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnsoa 
of  Kentucky,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  Leflerts, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Moore,  Nelson,  Newton',  Ormsby,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, ]Uch»  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shef- 
Iby,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Wright 

Nats — ^Messrs.  .Archer,  Barbour,  Bamett,  Baylies 
of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breck- 
enridge,  Burwell,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Cnthbert,  Davenport,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Golds- 
borough,  Good^n,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Has- 
brouck,  Hawesy  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Moseley,  Oak- 
I^,  Piekering,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schoreman;  Sherwood,  Ship- 
iMid,  Stanlbrd,  Sturges,  Taggart»  Taylor,  Thompson, 


Tsoap,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasaehasetts^  Webster,  Whea- 
ton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachnsetts,  and 
Tancey. 

Mr  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  farther  to 
amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting  the  following 
section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  mounted  men  who 
have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  who  have  lost,  or  shall 
hereafter  lose,  their  horses,  by  death  or  otherwise,  with- 
out their  de&ult  or  negligenee,  in  consequence  of  thehr 
being  dismounted  and  separated  from  their  hovMs  by 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  value  thereof. 

Which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McLean  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserlin^^,  after  the  words  "  United  States,"  in 
the  10th  line  of  the  1st  seetion,  tbe  following 
words :  "  or  where  any  horse  or  horses  may  have 
been  surrendered  to  the  enemy  and  lost  to  the 
owner  by  capitulation;"  which  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  first  section  of  the  hill,  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  words:  ^* deducting  there- 
from the  amount  which  may  have  accrued  to  the 
claimant  for  the  use  and  risk  of  his  horse ;"  which 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  first  section,  as  follows: ^ 

Line  5,  after  the  word  <* damage,"  insert  "without 
any  fault  or  neglect  on  his  part." 

Line  4,  strike  out  the  word  <<  has,"  and  insert  '<  have." 

Line  €^  after  the  word  ''or,"  strike  out  the  word 
**  by,"  and  insert  **  which  have  died,  or  shall  hereafter 
die  of." 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  said  amend- 
ments, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
bill  was  further  amended  ;  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 


Monday,  January  30* 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  supplementary  to  the  act'  entitled  ^An  act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  io  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  ana 
for  other  purposes,"  were  read,  and  eoncarred  in 
by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoKbb, 

JRuolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  com- 
pelling the  Clerk  of  this  House  to  give  bond  for 
the  faithful  application  and  disbursement  of  the 
contingent  fond  of  this  House. 
'The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "eoneerning  field 
officers  of  the  militia,"  was  read  a  second  time, 
aod  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  engrossed  bill,  giving  a  right  of  pre«emp» 
tioQ  in  the  purchase  of  public  lands  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  was  read  a  third 
Ume,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  pavment  for 
property  ioet,  captured,  or  destroyed,  whilst  iji  the 
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OMlilftry  Mrrlee  of  the  Usited  States,  was  Mmd  « 
ibird  ^me  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uot- 
ted  States  to  receive  ioto  the  service  of  the  United 
States  certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and  or- 
l^anized  in  any  State  to  serve  in  lieu  of  the  mil- 
itia thereof,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ana  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  Lewis  called  up  the  bill  for  repairing  or 
rebuilding  the  public  buildings  in  iMs  city,  whieb 
the  House  refused  to  take  api  60  to  49;  and  also 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Farmers  and  Mechan- 
ics' Bank  of  Georgetown ;  and  also  the  bill  eslah- 
lishing  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis;  all  which  the 
House  refused  to  take  up. 

The  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  joa- 
tice  in  the  Territory  of  Indiana  was  then  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  JENNiicaa.  After  some  discussion  on  this 
bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  Establishment;  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  EppES,  rrom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  tAformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  ''inadiition 
to  the  aet  to  regulate  ihe  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have 
.also  passed  the  bill  ^*  to  prohibit  intercourse  with 
the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes,^'  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  the  mil- 
itia, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mil- 
itia to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes,  and  to 
increase  the  pay  of  volunteer  and  militia  corps," 
passed  February  the  2d,  1813,  so  as  to  allow  to 
the  militia,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emoluments 
•Howed  fay  the  before  recited  act,  who  now  are, 
<Nr  may  hereafter  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  the  same  amount  of  clothing^  in  propor- 
tion to  the  time  they  are  in  said  service,  as  is  al- 
lowed to  the  regular  army ;  and  in  all  cases  where 
the  said  militia  shall  furnish  themselves  with 
•elitthing,  while  in  service  as  aforesaid,  to  allow 
them  the  amount  of  the  United  States'  price  in 
money  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Kilbourn: 

Mmhei^  That  pfovision  evgfat  1e  be  made,  by  law, 


for  payaent  to  the  moanted  volaatoeia  and  dran^ted 
militia,  who  have  eorved  in  the  Northwestern  amy,  or 
against  the  Creek  Indians,  under  the  omnmand  of 
Generals  Jackson  and  Floyd,  of  the  valuA  of  the  hoases 
lost  by  them  in  the  service  of  the  United  Statee,  in 
either  of  their  several  expeditions,  in  consequence  of 
the  men  being:  dismounted  and  separated  from  their 
horses*  by  order  of  their  respective  commanding  offi- 
cers, and  without  the  fiiult  or  neglect  of  the  owner,  or 
in  consequence  of  the  rider  or  riders  being  killed  or 
wounded  in  battle ;  and  that  the  (Jommittee  of  Claima 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  House  a  hill 
accordingly. 

The  question  was  taken  to  consider  the  said 
resolution,  and  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  43. 

Mr.  RuooLEs  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

''Resohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  redoe- 
ing  the  tax  laid  on  stills  or  boiters  used  aolely  in  the 
rectification  of  spirituous  liquors,  or  on  spirits  rectified 
therein.** 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution — 
54  votes  to  52. 

Mr.  RuoGLBS  stated  his  reasons  for  this  mo- 
tion, viz :  that  the  duty  was  now  so  high  as  to 
effectually  suppress  such  distillation,  as  he  was 
informed  by  letters  from  his  district. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative- 
ayes  45. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  standing 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  FoRSTTB ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table : 

"  After  wqwita  fram  iMleot  and  atsAdiag  iwimmitteai 
have  been  eaUed  fi>r  and  disponed  c£,  nsotiflns  fiir  the 
reconsideration  of  any  dadaioii  of  the  precedlmg  dsgr 
shall  be  in  order,  and  have  precedence  of  all  other 
business." 

**  All  bills,  resolutions,  orders,  or  other  propositiona, 
adopted  by  the  House,  shall  be  retained  in  its  poasea- 
sion  unta  the  thne  timited  for  mottona  lor  recoaaidera- 
tton  riiall  have  expired,  unlesa  otherwiae  speciaBy  dl- 
recveo. 

JOSBPH  0.  ROBERTB. 

Mr.  Pi^BAflANTa,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afihirs,  made  a  seport  on  the  petition  of  Joseph 
G.  Rt>berts ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.    It  b  as  follows: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  a  aorgeon  in  the  Ifav^r 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  such  was  attaohad  to  the 
aqnadron  on  Lake  Erie,  coniinanded  by  Coamodeee 
Perry ;  that  whilst  the  squadron  lay  in  pait,  the  men 
becoming  siokly,  a  hospital  was  estaUisiied  on  ahore, 
and  the  petitioner  placed  over  it  as  surgeon;  that 
whilst  discharging  his  duty  on  shore  the  action  on  the 
lake  tank  place,  on  the  10th  of  fiepteadier,  lai^  in 
which  the  wbde  of  the  enemy's  sqaadion  was  eqp- 
tured ;  that  some  of  the  woimded  seaoiea  wete  sent 
to  the  hospital  after  the  action ;  that,  in  Abiding  the 
priao  money,  such  a  consWootiOB  has  bean  givaa  to 
the  law  as  to  exclude  the  petitioner  from  say  part 
thereof;  under  which  eonstmetion  the  whets  a/  aaid 
prize  mon^  has  been  i^tributad  among  tfaaaffioeta 
and  crew;  ^hepetitianar  prays  -that  '^  " 
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grant  htm  aQch  •  ton  mt  will  be  e^aal  to  what  hk  mo- 
portioii  of  tho  nid  prixe  money  would  have  been»  had 
It  been  detenained  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  propor- 
tion thereof. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  eonttmction 
given  to  the  law  in  the  eaae  ftated  ia  a  correct  one, 
and  conformable  to  naval  otage  in  similar  caaea.  Prize 
money  is  allowed  as  a  sdmuloa  to  courage  and  exer- 
tion in  action,  and  a  reward  for  valor,  danger,  and  vic- 
tory. They,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution : 

jBmo/^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
jmi  to  be  granted. 

THOMAS  RIDDELS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  repnort 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Riddels;  which  was  read, and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.    It  is  as  follows : 

Natt  Dbpaatiixht,  Jan,  28, 1815. 

Sin :  In  reply  to  an  order  of  the  honorable  the  House 
of  Re^eaentatives,  of  the  third  inst.,  referring  the  pett- 
tion  of  ThomaaRiddels,  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  Commis- 
sionera  of  theNavy  Pension  Fund,  I  have  &e  honor  to 
■tatethat  Thomas  Riddels  was  regularly  shipped  in  the 
United  States'  service  at  six  dollars  per  month  wages^ 
and  vnn  stationed  on  board  gunboat  No.  IS  1,  oommand*- 
adbySailiBgBiastorWm.8heed;  that»onthe89thday 
af  July,  1818,  in  an  aetion  with  tiie  enemy,  which  took 
place  near  the  entranee  of  tho  Delaware  bqr,  the  aaid 
Thomaa  Riddela  lost  his  leg.  Afler  mooveiing  ftom 
amputation,  he  was  employed  at  the  navy  yard,  Phil»<« 
delpfaia»  and  on  the  80th  May,  1818,  a  pension  was 
granted  to  him  of  three  dollars  per  month,  being  the 
higheal  rate  authoriaed  by  Uw. 

There  are  manv  cases  of  peculiar  hardshijp  similar 
to  this,  particularly  in  the  corps  of  marines,  m  which 
a  man,  ror  the  greatest  degree  of  disability,  can  receive 
no  more  than  half  his  monthly  pay,  which  heretofore 
haa  been  only  six  dollars. 

As  the  pension  granted  to  this  boy,  Thomas  Riddels, 
18  for  lifo,  he  might  be  bound  apprentice  to  some  pro- 
fitable sedentary  trade,  and  the  accumulation  of  his 
pension,  under  guardianship,  and  proper  management, 
mi^  enable  him  to  be  uaefolly  employed  both  for  him- 
aelf  and  the  country. 

All  which  is  reapaelMlv  aobmitled. 

B.  W.  CROWNIN8HIBLD. 

The  Hob.  the  SriAKsn. 

Of  Ox  Himm  ^  Reprttmiaiivu. 

ELECTION  OF  CLERK. 
Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  following 
reaolotioo-: 

JRu^mip  That  this  Hoaae  will  praoeed  on at 

-  o'doek,  to  the  appointment  of  a  Clerk,  in  the 
of  PatridE  llagiudar,  who  hao  reaigood  that: 

The  question  on  filling  the  first  blank  with  the 
word  to-morrow  was  decided  in  the  negative— 
60  to  55. 

Mr.  PfiikiuiQN  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  ti»t  table,  with  a  view  to  iotroduce  a  motion 
to  postpone  the  appointment  of  a  Clerk  until  the 
next  session^  and  in  the  meantime  to  appoint  a 
Clerk  temponrily.  He  desired  time  to  make  a 
selection  from  sucl^  eaodidaMs  aa  ahoald  preaem 
tbcnaeivea  for  thia  important  offiee. 

To  thia  it  wis  ohjeciedyiluitllie  oi&ce  of  Cleik 


wna  to  ilaelf  temporarf,  and  woadd  reiiQiffe  ^ 
election  at  the  eommODcemeiit  of  next  aeasion. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  reaoiution  oa  the  tabic 
wns  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  fill  the  binalt 
with  the  word  WednMday ;  which  was  negativied 
—ayes  43. 

The  blanks  were  then  filled  with  the  words, 
"  this  day,  at  two  o'clock." 
The  motion,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 
The  House  afterwards  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Clerk,    Messrs.  Thomas  Dougherty,  Thomas  L. 
McELennev,  O.  B.  Brown,  Samuel  Bureh,  andN. 
B.  Van  Zandt,  were  severally  nominated.    On 
the  first  balloting  there  were— 
For  Mr.  Dougherty  .       -       -       -        80 
McKenney  -       -       •       -       35 

Bmrch 19 

Brown  -        -        -        -        13 

Van  Zandt  ....         4 
Scattering    ....         6 
On  the  second  ballot  Mr.  Dougherty  had  83 
rotes,  and  Mr.  McKenney  73,  and  four  scattering ; 
so  Mir.  DonoHBRTT  was  elected. 

TuBSDAT,  January  31. 

Thomab  Douohertt,  who  was.  on  yesterday, 
elected  Clerk  of  this  House,  gave  his  attendance, 
and  took  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  by  the  act, 
entitled  **Ab  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  admin ieterittg  certain  oatiis." 

Mr.  Baston  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  setting 
forth  the  defenceless  situation  of  that  Territory, 
and  praying  that  such  number  of  troope  may  be 
stationed  in  said  Territory  as  will  be  sufllcient, 
not  only  to  repel  aggression,  but  to  carry  on  ac^ 
tire  warfare  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  die- 
charged  from  a  further  consideration  of  a  reaolu'* 
tion  of  the  12th  of  November  last,  relative  to  the 
imporutiott  of  certain  goods  Aree  of  duty,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Imobrboll,  the  Committee 
on  the  Jndieinry  were,  discharged  from  the  for«- 
tber  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  Legia^ 
lature  of  the  Miesissippi  Territory,  presented  on 
the  OtK  instant;  and  from  the  farther  considera-  . 
tion  of  the  petition  of  the  Legifdatnre  of  the 
Territory  of  llUttoia,  presented  on  the  18th  in- 
suot;  as  also,  from  the  further  constderetibn  of 
the  resolution  of  the  4th  instant,  relatire  to  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  and  to  persona  escaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters;  and  the  said  memo* 
rinls  and  resolattons  were  referred  to  Messrs. 
Sbarp,  Tati^or,  Law,  Sbbrwood,  Kino,  of 
North  Carolina,  Wood,  and  Jbhmingb. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^in  addition  to  the 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,*'  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppbb,  of  Virginia,  reported  a  bill  to  fix 
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Um  compeDsatioii  alid  increase  the  aecoantabilitf 
of  colicetors  of  the  direct  tax ;  which  was  twice 
icad,  aod  committed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  House  to  prohibit  inter- 
course with  the  enem/,  was  returned  to  the 
House  with  sundr/  amendments;  which  occa- 
sioned considerable  discussion,  but  were  all  con- 
curred in  eventually. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  (he  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Government  for  1815.^[The 
civil  lidt  bill.] 

Bills  of  this  description  are  generally  consid- 
ered as  little  more  than  mere  matter  ot  form,  as 
designating  moneys  to  be  applied  to  purposes 
already  authorized  by  law ;  and,  therefore,  seldom 
give  rise  to  discussion.  One  clause  of  this  bill, 
however,  gave  rise  to  a  wide  and  rather  animated 
debate  of  a  desultory  character. 

Mr.  McKsB,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  clause  which  appropriates,  for  the  salarv  of 
the  Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies, 
and  clerks  and  messenger  employed  in  his  oflBce. 
ten  thousand  dollars.  This  motion  he  predicatea 
on  the  idea  that  this  office  was  in  iuelr  unimpor- 
unt,  and  it;>  utility  by  no  means  commensurate 
with  its  cost  to  the  Government. 

This  motion  was  supported,  in  debate,  by  the 
mover  and  Messrs.  Pitkin,  Sbbffet,  Gaston, 
Farrow,  Hanson,  and  Grosvenor;  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Epprs,  Hawkins,  Wright,  and  Fibk, 
of  New  York. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  was  alleged  that  no  man 
could  assign  the  uses  of  this  office  to  the  Govern- 
ment, or  at  least  any  adequate  to  its  cost,  which 
could  not  as  well  be  performed  by  a  sinffle  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  Accountant  of  the  War  De- 
partment, &c.;  and,  if  useless,  that  it  would  be 
a  proper  course  to  strike  out  that  item  of  this  bill, 
and  postpone  it  till  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  Military  department  should  come 
under  consideration,  in  which  it  might  be  conre- 
niently  inserted,  if  then  deemed  expedient  to  be 
continued. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  argued,  that  this 
office  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  proper 
distributioo  and  accountability  for  military  sup- 
plies, of  which  a  proper  account  and  checks  there- 
on could  in  no  way,  probably,  be  so  well  supplied. 
If,  however,  the  continuance  of  this  office  were 
not  indispensable,  of  which  most  of  the  gentle- 
men on  either  side  professed  tbenuelves  unquali- 
fied to  judge,  this  was  not  the  proper  way  to  get 
at  the  office  for  the  purpose  of  aoolishing  it.  The 
office  now  existed  by  law,  and  it  was  as  proper 
and  necessary  to  appropriate  money  for  its  sup- 
port ai  for  that  of  any  office  under  the  Govern- 
ment. 

When  the  question  was  taken,  there  appeared 
to  be,  for  striking  out  the  clause  59,  against 
it,  54. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  reported  to  the  House, 
but  the  House  adjourned  before  deciding  on  the 
amendments  made  in  Committee. 


Wednbbdat,  February  1. 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  petition  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Viffilance  and  Safety  of  the  city  and 
preciocts  of  Baltimore,  representing  the  defence- 
less situation  of  that  city,  and  praying  that  a 
force  may  be  provided  adequate  to  their  defence, 
during  the  next  campaign.-»Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pntjing 
that  the  said  Territory  may  be  erected  into  a 
separate  and  independent  State. — Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifibrd,  of  Philadel- 
phia; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kersbaw,  from  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, reported  a  bill  to  compel  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  to  give  security  for  tne  faithful 
application  and  disbursement  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  said  House  \  which  was  read  twice, 
aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wiiole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah 
Coolidgeand  James  Burnham;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''for 
the  relief  of  William  Gamble,''  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  £pp£s,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues lor  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jew- 
elry, and  paste  work,  manufactured  within  the 
United  States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

SURETIES  OF  A  COLLECTOR. 

Mr.  Bppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Solomon 
Frazer  and  Mary  Eecleston ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Saturday  next.    The  report  n  as  follows: 

That  the  following  is  the  statement  of  fiicta  which 
must  govern  the  opinion  of  the  House  in  this  case : 

James  Frszer  was  appointed  colleetor  of  the  port  ot 
Vienna,  in  Mainland,  about  the  1st  day  of  April,  1795; 
and  Solomon  Frazer  and  Charles  Eecleston  (the  letter 
now  deceased,  of  whom  the  petitioner,  Mary  Bcdes- 
ton,  is  the  personal  represenUtive,}  became  his  sure- 
ties in  a  bond  to  the  United  SUtes  in  the  penal  iam 
of  two  thousand  dollars.  At  the  end  of  the  year  17W, 
Jamas  Fraier  was  in  aneary  on  rendering  his  aooooats 
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to  the  Govenunent,  in  the  sam  of  9360  8S ;  which 
balance  against  him  continued  to  increase  from  year 
to  year,  until  the  month  of  June,  1805,  about  which 
time  Jamee  Fraxer  went  out  of  office,  when  the  sum 
due  from  him  to  the  United  States  was  $3,924  86. 
No  measures  were  taken  by  the  United  States  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  the  arrears  due  from  James  Fra- 
zer  until  June,  1785,  (after  he  was  out  of  office,)  when 
•  rait  was  commenced  against  him  and  his  sureties. 
The  writ  against  James  Frazer  was  returned,  served 
at  September  term,  1807,  and  judgment  was  obtained 
against  him  at  September  term,  1808,  for  the  balance 
of  his  account  Execution  was  taken  out  on  this 
judgment,  on  the  39th  day  of  June,  1810,  by  virtue  of 
which  James  Frazer  was  imprisoned ;  and  on  the  3d 
day  of  July  thereafter  was  discharged  from  his  impris- 
onment, by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  ground  of  his  insolvency.  This  order  of  the 
Socretary  was  irregular,  being  granted  by  him  under  a 
miataken  supposition  that  James  Frazer  was  impris- 
oned on  a  judgment  obtained  on  a  revenue  bond ;  the 
law  empowering  the  Secretary  to  discharge  from  im- 
prisonment in  certain  cases  not  extending  to  the  case 
of  colleetors. 

It  does  not  appear  when  the  insolvency  of  James 
Frazer  took  place ;  but  it  appears  that,  in  February, 
1804,  he  sustained  a  considerable  loss  by  fire ;  and  that 
he  had-  property  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  thous- 
and dollars  about  the  end  of  the  year  1808. 

It  also  appears  that  a  judgment  was  obtained  against 
Solomon  Frazer  for  the  sum  of  $3,000,  (the  penalty  of 
the  bond,}  before  the  year  1808,  which  is  still  in  force. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  judgment  has  been  ob- 
tained against  Charles  Eccleston  or  his  personal  rep- 
neentative. 

On  this  statement  of  lacts  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  the  relief  they 
ask  for ;  and,  thereibre,  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  priger  of  the  petitions  of  Solo- 
mon Frazer  and  Mary  Eccleston  is  reasonable,  and 
ought  to  be  granted. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Qovernmeot  for  the 
year  1815  j  and  the  said  amendments  being  again 
read,  were  concurred  in  by  the  Hoa»e,  except  the 
followiogf  to  wit: 
<'  Strike  out  the  following  items : 
"  For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  General 
of  Military  Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in 

his  office, r 

«  For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent General  of  Millitary  Supplies, ," 

After  much  debate,  the  question  was  taken  to 
concar  with  the  Committee  of  the  House  in 
striking  out  the  said  items,  and  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  61,  nays  86,  as  follows: 

YxAa— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd»  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Coz,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborough, 
Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Henderson,  Hungerford,  Hnlbert, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Maoon,  Markell,  McKee,  Montgomeiy,  Moseley,  Oak- 


ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potior,  John  Heed, 
William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shefiey,  Sher^ 
wood,  Shipherd,  Slaym^er,  Stanford.  Stockton,  Stu- 
art»  Sturges,  Tsggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetto,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Ave- 
ry, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brnwn, 
Burwell,  Butler,  CaldweU,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Com- 
stock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Durall, 
Barle,  Eppes,  Findlev,  FIsk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Haiwee,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Yixginia,  Johnson  of  Kentncl^,  Kennedy, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle^  McCoy,  McLean,  Moon, 
Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehil^ 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Tioup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  bill  was  then  farther  amended,  and  orderad 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-mor- 
row. 


Tbursday,  February  2. 

Mr.  £pp£8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Hallo  well;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Brigham  submitted  the  following  resola* 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table : 

Keiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  AAin 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expedi- 
ency of  reducing  the  national  expenses,  by  aboliraing 
any  of  the  offices  in  the  Military  or  War  Department, 
or  by  discharging  any  of  the  officers  of  die  United 
States,  whose  continuance  in  office  may  not  be  neoea- 
sary  for  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing^ resolution ;  which  was  read,  considered,  and 
rejected  by  the  House: 

f  Ruoked^  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so  much 
of  the  President's  Message  of  the  SOth  of  September 
last,  as  relates  to  the  classing  and  disciplining  of  the 
militia,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision,  by  law,  to  make  all  white  male  per- 
sons, between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  Ibrty-five  years, 
residing  on  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  not  ex- 
tinguished, liaUe  to  do  militia  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NeLsoif, 

Reached,  That  the  memorial  of  William  Lam- 
bert, accompanied  with  astronomical  calculations 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  first  meridian 
for  the  United  States,  at  the  seat  of  their  Govern- 
ment, presented  on  the  27th  of  December,  1809; 
also,  the  reports  of  two  committees  of  this  House, 
and  a  report  of  (he  Secretary  of  State  on  that 
subject,  made  the  28th  of  March,  1810,  the  20th 
of  January,  1813,  and  the  3d  of  July,  1812,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  Congress  adopting  such  measures 
as  may  be  proper  to  carry  into  efiect  the  objecta 
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ppoposed  ID  the  said  memorial  and  reports,  wkii 
leave  to  report  bf  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Nblsoit,  LowmifiB,  Webbteh,  Kent, 
of  New  York,  and  Bo  wen,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1815,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  receive  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  certain  corps  which  may  be 
raised  and  orgaaized  by  any  State,  to  serve  in 
lieu  of  the  militia  thereof,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed « bill  for  the  regukctoa  of  the 
caurls  of  justice  ef  Indiana^  was  read  the  third 
tion,  and  paased. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  S^ltus, 
Sen,  and  Company,  merchants,  of  the  city  of 
New  Tork ;  wfatch  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed^ 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oa  the  bill  to  amend  and  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  of  April,  1814, 
entitled  *^An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to 
land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for 
their  location.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
amendments;  which  were  concurred  in  bv  the 
House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to  morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
aiso^  onr  the  bill  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  lot- 
teries; and  on  the  bill  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laving  a 
duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jew- 
elry, and  paste  work,  manufhctured  within  the 
United  States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  reported  the  second  mentioned 
bill  mdth  amendments,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again 
on  the  remaining  bills. 

PAYMENT  FOR  H0R8£8  LOST,  dbc^ 
Th^  following  resolatioa  was  submitted  by 
Mr;  KtLBO0BW : 

Suobfedf  That  the  Cemmittee  of  Cbinis  be  im 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pronding, 
by  law»  liNT  paving  to  the  moimted  volantesn  aad 
draughted  milina,  who  have  served  in  the  Northwests 
em  army,  under  the  command  of  Generals  Jaokaon 
and  Floyd,  against  the  Creek  Indians,  or  to  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  the  value  of  the  honMs  by  them  lost  in  said 
service,  in  consequence  of  the  men  being  dismounted 
or  separated  from  their  horses,  by  order  of  their  respect- 
ive commanding  officers,  on  any  expedition,  or  in  con- 
sequence of  the  riden  being  killed  or  wounded  in  bat- 
tle, or  who  have  lost  their  horse  or  horses  whUe  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  by  any  unavoidable  acci- 
dent, deducting  from  the  original  value  of  such  horses, 
respectively,  as  were  received  into  the  senrioe,  the 


amount  which  may  have  been  paid  for  the  use  there- 
of, in  any  of  the  casei^  prior  to  the  loes  of  the  same  as 
aforesaid. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
tion ;  and,  the  same  being  amended,  on  the  Qoea- 
tion  to  agree  to  the  same,  it  passed  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yess  67,  nays  49,  as  follows: 

YsAs— Messrs.  Alexsnder,  Anderson,  Barbour,  Baid, 
Bainett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Borwell,  Butler,  CaldweU, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clendenin,  Condict,  Crawford, 
Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dedia,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Pindley,  Foin^,  Fomth,  Franklin,  Ghoboo,  Good- 
wyn.  Griffin,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hnrnphiejis, 
Hongerford,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vflrgaua* 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilhoom,  Kmg  oC 
North  Carolina,  Leflerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maoon« 
McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penugrlvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Sharp,  Shefiey,  Smith  of  Yirgtnia,  Strong,  Stnart, 
Tannehill,  Udxee,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yan* 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Msssachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brighaa^ 
Championi  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper,  Daveu' 
port,  Davis  of  Msssachusetto,  Ely,  GoidsbonHigh, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  Holbert, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  MassaehuseCl%  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Maikell,  Moseley,  PearMn,  Pitkin, 
John  Reed,  WUliam  Reed,  Ruggles,SGhaieaMn,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor^  Thomp- 
son, Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  White, 
Wilcoz,  and  Wilson  of  Massachuietts. 

FftiDav,  Febraary  3. 

Mr.  Rbba,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads ;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  reconsideration 
of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica,'' which  was  returned  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  30th  day  of  January,  1815, 
with  objections ;  and  have  resolved  that  the  said 
bill  do  not  pass,  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  not 
agreeing  thereto. 

The  House  resumed  the  eenaideratioQ  of  the 
bill  for  taxing  lotteries)  aad  it  was  ordered  te  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  mdiiig. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Salting  Soa 
d&  Co.,  was  read  a  third  tioie  a«d  pasaed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  and  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  10th  April,  181^  en- 
titled ^*Aii  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their 
location,''  was  read  a  third  time  and  pMed. 

The  bill  to  provide  additional  reveaaeafor  de- 
fraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  bv  laying  a  duty  on  ail 
gold  and  silver  plate,  jewelry,  and  pastework,  ia 
the  hands  of  the  manufaetarer,  pamed  throogb  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was,  without  ob- 
jection, ordered  to  be  engrossed  fur  a  third  read- 
ing on  toHUorrow. 
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VIRGINIA  BIII.ITARY  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  House  iesol?ed  itoeff  iDrto  •  ComoihtM  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  CommiUee  of 
CtaiiDs  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Baston  and  Dor- 
othy Storer,  representatives  of  Colonel  Robert 
H.  mrrison,  of  Virginia,  deceased}  who  pmy  for 
permission  to  loeate  a  land  warrant  granted  to 
tbem  by  the  State  of  Virginia  in  nonNderation 
of  the  rerolutionarf  set  rices  of  the  deceased,  oa 
the  public  lands,  a  portion  of  which  rightfully 
belongs,  ae  it  is  eonteinded,  to  Virginia  for  the 
satisfootion  of  danns  of  this  charaeter. 

[The  cftrcomstances  of  this  icase  are  nearly 
these :  Colonel  Harrison  was  one  of  the  best  and 
•mostapfiBOfed  otiScers  of  the  Conltttcoial  army, 
until  after  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  in  the  Refolnr 
tionary  war,  in  the  eapaeity  of  .aid  and  secretary 
to  General  Washington,  whose  representntives 
did  not,  until  1813,  obtain  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia a  grant  of  land  in  consideration  of  his  ser- 
Yiees ;  which  mat,  however,  owing  to  the  cession 
of  her  land  ^^icginia  to  the  United  8tateS|  with* 
out  sufficient  reservation  for  the  satisfaction  of 
military  chiims,  (thoi^  each  nservation  was  in* 
tended,)  is  of  no  present  use  to  them ;  and  they 
tlierefore.pray  permission  to  locate  this  warrant 
on  any  unappropriated  lands  of  the  United  States. 
and  also  pray  cooipensation  from  the  Unilea 
Stales  for  the  services  of  their  deceased  father. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  wasrelerred 
report,  that  this  caae  cannot  be  distinnoisbed  from 
a  mass  of  other  claims,  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  granted.] 

This  report  was  warmly  and  eloquently  op- 
imsed  by  Mr.  SafifB,of  New  York.  Mr.JAOCSOii, 
Mr.  SBEmT,  and  Mr.  Nblbon,  of  Virginia^and 
Mr.  MoKbb,  of  Kentucky,  and  advocated  by  Mr. 
BowBN,  of  Tennesaee,  Mr.  Wbiobt,  of  Maryinnd, 
and  Mr.  Chappell,  of  South  Carolina* 

The  debate  on  the  report  spread  over  the  whole 
field  of  the  equitable  right  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia to  claim  of  the  United  Stages  the  location 
of  her  miliury  land  warrants  on  the  lands  ot  \kt 
United  States,  seeing  that  she  only  of  all  the 
BtaUs^mdacoeplBd  the  invitation  of  iheGeattral 
Gk)>vernment.toaad^  to  them  tall  her  ffobiic  laiKl, 
jreaeiving oidya  portion .thCfeof  for  the  satiafae- 
tion  of  claims  and. donattOBS  for  miiitaryeef  viees, 
-which  poctton^iiad  >been  looenaU  for itbai  object. 
•Those  who  ofpoeed  the  ^refort:advtecBted  this 
right;  thmewho'supponed- the  report  denied  the 
-  legalor  eqnitabledatm  of  Virgwria.  Otiker  topics 
intermingled  in  tlie  debate,  arieiog  In  a  degree 
from  State  feelin£;s,  but  not  from  any  denial  of 
the  merits  of  Colonel  Harrison,  except  by  the 
assertion  that  there  were  persons  in  other  States, 
of  equsl  merit,  to  whom,  or  to  ^hose  representa- 
tives, no  compensation  had  been  granted  for  their 
military  services,  comparable  to  that  now  pro- 
posed to  be  too  generously  bestowed  on  the  rep- 
resentatives of  Uuiooel  Harrison,  in  preference 
to  the  satisfaction  of  other  claimants  for  Revolu- 
tionary ^tervioes,  whose  claims  were  rigorously 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.  On  theother 
hand,  the  location  of  the  land  warrant  granted 
by  Virginia,  was  cbtimed  as  a  right  growing  out 
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of  the  cession  by  Virginia  to  the  Qeneral  Qov* 
ernment,  with  a  reservation  of  a  certain  tract  of 
land  (which  had  ^oved  insufficient)  for  the  sat- 
isfaction of  her  military  land  warrants. 

The  debate  resulted  in  a  disagreement  to  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  following  in  lieu  of  it : 

^Beaolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  petition  as 
prays  compensation  for  the  extraordinary  and 
valuable  revolutionary  services  of  the  ancestors 
of  the  petitioners,  be  rejected ;  and,  that  so  much 
thereofas  prays  that  a  law  may  pm  aothorizing 
ikem  to  locate,  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
a  warrant  lately  issued  to  them  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  for  the  services  aforesaid,  is  reasonable 
and  ought  to  be  gran  ted." 

This  resolve  having  been  re(»orted  to  the  House, 
they  adjourned  without  coming  to  a  decision 
thereon. 


SATtTRDAY.  February  4. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ''for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Nimmo,"  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  Of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky^  the 
order  of  the  day  on  the  report  of  the  committer 
appointed  on  the  23d  of  September  last,  to  in- 
quire into  the  cause  of  the  success  of  the  enemy 
in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  city  and  the 
neighboring  town  of  Alexandria,  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that4he  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  *'  to  altep  and 
amead  the  several  nets  for  eatabliehiag  a  Navy 
Department,  by  adding  tbereto  a  Beard  of  Gom- 
OMseioBers;"  also,  the  bill  ''for  tha  better  mgvla- 
tion  of  the  Ordnance  department ;"  with  aaMad«^ 
mentsr  to  each,  in  which  they  aek  the  eoncn? rence 
of  tbis  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill 
'^malcing  appropriations  for  repairing  or  rebuild- 
ing the  pubUc  buildlttgs  in  the  City  of  Washings 
ton ;"  in  which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  concerning  the  Col- 
lege in  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
andMr.'RppES  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joshua  Sands.  The  first  bill  was  read  three  times 
and  passed,  and  the  latter  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  taxing  lotteries,  and  for 
laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware  and 
jewelry,  were  each  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Anacostia  Bridge 
Company  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  was  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  amandmenu  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to 
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amend  the  act  establishing  the  Navf  Defiart- 
tnent,  by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  CocnmiseioD* 
ers,  were  read  and  concarred  in. 

The  amendmeats  of  the  same  body  to  the  bill 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment, were  also  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  appropriations 
for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  baiidings,  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
sundry  statements,  which  hare  usually  been  pre- 
sented to  the  view  of  Congress  in  the  annual  re- 
port on  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  are  intended 
to  accompany  the  report  upon  that  subject,  made 
on  the  23d  day  of  September  last. 

AMY  BARDIIC. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amy  Dardin,  the  rep- 
resentatire  of  David  Dardin,  deceased,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  widelv 
debated,  and  at  last  (for  perhaps  tne  twentieth 
time  in  one  or  other  branch  of  the  Legislature) 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading.— For 
the  bill  69,  against  it  59,  as  follows : 

Tjias — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Barbonr,  Bard, 
Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Cannoo,  Oonaid, 
Creighton,  Colpeper,  Davis  of  Massacbuaetta,  Duvall, 
Epjpes,  Oholson,  Goldsborongh,  Goodwyn,  Gottrdin» 
Gnffin,  Grosvenor,  Harris,  Ha  wee,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kv.,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Md.,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  McKee,  Mc- 
Lean, Montgomery,  Murfree,  Nelaon,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Roggles,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn- 
inrlvania.  Smith  of  Virginia,  SUnford,  Taggart,  Teliair, 
Thompson,  Troup,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
aylvania.  Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright 

NATs-^Measrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Baniett»  Bi^liea 
of  Masaachnsetts,  Boyd,  Bradboiy,  Butler,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Clendenin,  Condict,  Cox,  Crawford^  Davia  of 
Pennsylvania,  £ly,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Franklin,  Gaa- 
ton^  Geddes,  Hale,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  Ing- 
ham, Kent  of  New  Yorii,  King  of  Massacbuaetta,  Law, 
Lefferta,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  Markell,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim,  Moore,  Moseley,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sage,  Schure- 
man,  Sherwood,  Stod^ton,  Strong,  Storges,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Williams,  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Yancey. 


Monday,  February  6. 
An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Anacostia 
Bridge  Company  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

*  An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  David  Dardin  was  read  the  third 
time ;  and  a  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Taylor, 
that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
admitting  to  payment  at  the  Treasury,  all  just 


claims  a|[ainst  the  United  States,  which  have 
been  liquidated  and 'barred  by  any  resolve  or 
statute  of  limitations. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken.  Shall  the  bill 
pass  ?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  SpEAKsa  laid  before  the  Hoase,  a  memo- 
rial from  Thomas  Ewell,  of  this  District;  in 
which,  after  describing  the  advantages  of  such 
institutions,  he  prays  a  law  may  be  passed,  ao- 
thorizing  landed  proprietors  of  the  United  Statea, 
to  issue  notes  payable  six  months  after  date,  dbc, 
(in  the  manner  of  the  notes  Mr.  E.  himself  had 
issued.)  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  from  a  select  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois  Territory,  (giving  it 
power  to  fix  the  time  and  places  at  which  the 
Judges  of  the  Territory  shall  hold  the  courts 
therein.)  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  rootton  of  Mr.  Eppu^  the  bill  authorizing 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  year  1815,  were 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  bill  .to  compel  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  give  bond,  having  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  vras  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United 
StatCH,  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  Com- 
missioners of  Subsistence,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

BATTLE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 
Mr.  Tboup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee 
OB  Military  Affairs,  made  a  report  recommending 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolve: 

Reaohid,  btf  the  Senait  and  House  o/[  RmtMtnt" 
aihu  of  the  United  SUdea  of  America  m  Congtm 
antmhUd,  That  tha  thanks  of  Congrees  be  and  thsy 
ara  heraby  prasanted  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and 
throngh  him  to  tha  officers  and  nan  vndsr  his  cam- 
mand,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  in  dalest- 
ing  the  enemy  belbre  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  snc- 
oessivea  battles  fought  on  the  23d  of  December,  I8U, 
and  1st  and  8th  oi  January,  1816 ;  in  which  a  British 
veteran  army,  formidable  in  niunber  as  in  dwctpline, 
commanded  by  renowned  Generals,  was  tbice  beaten 
and  driven  back  with  great  lose,  and  in  the  battle  of 
the  8th  of  January,  with  immense  slaughter,  by  a  mi- 
litia force  hastily  collected  to  the  defence  of  tbat  dty, 
aided  by  a  small  body  of  regular  troops ;  thua  illustra- 
ting the  patriotic  defence  of  the  country  with  brilliant 
achievement,  and  signalizing  the  Americans  bystesdy 
perseverance,  incessant  vigilance,  patient  sofiBring* 
undaunted  firmness,  and  in  victoiy  moderatica  and 
clemency :  And  that  the  President  of  the  United  St^ea 
be  requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  with 
suitable  emblems  and  devices,  and  presented  to  Major 
General  Jackson,  in  testimony  of  the  high  i 
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The  resolution  was  twite  read,  aod  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Wlkole. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  MIUTL\, 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  faaWng  eaoght  the 
BPBAKBft's  eye,  spoke  Dearly  as  follows : 

Sir:  Impressed  as  I  am  with  the  importance  of 
Ihe  crisis  to  which  our  country  is  approaching, 
and  aoxioQs  as  I  feel'to  contribote  the  utmost  or 
my  feeble  efforts  to  insure  success  to  the  contest 
in  which  it  is  engaged)  I  deem  it  unnecessary  that 
I  should  offer  an  apology  for  troubling  the  House 
with  the  propositions  I  am  about  to  submit. 
Surely,  sir,  if  the  present  contest  shall  terminate 
ingloriousiy,  the  causi  of  it  must  and  will  be 
elwrged  upon  this  Congress;  and,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  add,  that  nothing  can  ever  be  urged  as 
an  apology  for  us.  For  it  can  nerer  be  said,  that 
the  country  which  has  produced  a  Brown,  a  Scott, 
and  a  Jaoason,  with  the  Spartan  bands  which 
have  fought  by  their  sides,  and  which  comains 
near  two  mtlltons  of  men  equally  capable  of  bear- 
ittg  arms,  together  with  all  the  means  of  supplv- 
ing  armies  and  subsisting  its  inhabitants,  can  be 
unsuccessful  in  a  contest  with  any  nation  what* 
erer,  except  for  want  of  a  proper  application  of 
the  means  within  the  power  of  the  Government. 
l¥ith  a  kaowledffe,  howcTer,  of  the  difficulty  we 
liave  experiencedin  uniting  the  House  in  any  im- 
portant measures,  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  forbear 
making  an  attempt  at  a  new  project  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  and  content  myself  with 
trusting  the  defence  of  our  country  to  what  reff- 
Qlar  forces  may  obtained  by  the  ordinary  mode 
of  enlistment,  relying  on  volunteers  and  militia 
for  the  balance.  But,  sir,  when  I  consider  the 
dangers  with  which  our  country  is  threataaed, 
and  the  unequal  burdens  which  are  imposed  upon 
the  people  bydranghufrom  the  militia,  as  well  as 
the  enormous  expense  attanding  them,  I  feel  it 
my  duty,  late  as  it  is,  to  makeoaa  efbrt  to  accom- 
plish that  which  shall  better  comport  with  what 
1  bdiere  to  be  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  community. 

Mr.  R.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Ituolvidf  That  the  Committee  on  Militsij  Aflktrs 
be  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding, by  law,  for  arranging  the  dtisens  snljeet  to  the 
direet  tax,  into  cissies,  in  such  manner  that  each  shall, 
as  fiur  as  may  be  practicable,  eonsist  of  persons  residing 
oentignous  to  each  other,  sad  liom  which  together 
— «-  hnndred  dollars  shall  be  doe ;  and  of  permittiag 
each  daas  to  famish  oae  aaan  fiir  the  regular  Army, 
within  a  given  number  of  days,  in  lien  of  said  tax. 

Be$ohedf  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  augmenting  the  direct 
tax  for  the  present  year,  so  ss  that  it  may  be  sufficient 
to  procure  — ~  thousand  men  at  — *—  hundred  dollars 


The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these  res- 
olutions, Mr.  R.  again  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Having  submitted  the  propositions  before  you, 
it  is  due  to  myself  and  to  the  House,  that  I  should 


give  a  brief  explanation  of  my  views  as  to  the  do- 
tails  of  the  proposed  measure.  I  propose,  sir,  that 
it  shall  be  made  the  duty  of  the  prmeipal  assessors 
ia  the  several  States,  as  soon  as  the  tax  lists  shall 
be  made  out,  to  furnish  each  assistant  assessor 
with  a  list  comprehending  the  taxable  persons  in 
the  assessment  districts  respectively,  and  that  the 
assistant  assessors  shall  be  required  to  arrange 
them  into  classes  in  such  manner  that  each  clus 
shall,  as  far  as  ma^  be  practicable,  consist  ofper* 
sons  residing  •  contiguous  to  each  other,  and  from 
whom,  in  the  whole,  two  hundred  dollars  of  the 
tax  shall  be  due ;  requiringof  the  said  assessors  that 
they  should  make  a  return  of  the  classification  to 
the  collector,  designing  the  classes  by  numbers, 
or  in  some  other  manner  which  shall  be  sufficiently 
descriptive,  and  that  the  citizens  of  each  assess* 
ment  district  should  be  notified  of  the  class  to 
which  they  may  severally  belong,  and  of  the  tax 
due  from  each,  by  the  posting  up  of  class  lists,  at 
a  suitable  number  of  the  most  public  places  in 
each  district.  I  propose  that  each  class  should  be 
allowed  to  exonerate  iuelf  from  the  tax  by  fur- 
Dishing  a  man  (within  a  given  number  of  days) 
to  engage  for  the  war,  without  the  bounty  in 
money  from  the  Government ;  but  to  be  entitled 
to  the  land  bounty,  and  that  a  class  on  furnishing 
a  recruit  should  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  from 
the  officer  authorized  to  receive  the  recruits, 
which  beiug  presented  to  the  collector  should  be 
good  payment  for  the  tax  of  the  class.  And  in 
the  absence  of  such  certificate,  for  a  given  num- 
ber of  days,  the  collector  should  proceed  in  the 
collection.  It  is  not  improbable  that  in  arranging 
the  classes  it  might  be  expedient  in  some  cases, 
and  perhaps  in  all,  to  include  in  a  class  those 
whoee  tax  to|[ether  should  amount  to  four,  or  six, 
or  perhaps  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  provide 
that  it  should  exonerate  itself  from  the  tax  by 
furnishing  a  corresponding  number  of  men.  1 
feel  no  difficulty,  sir,  in  hazarding  an  opinion,  that 
most  of  the  classes  would  furnish  the  men,  and  I 
believe  they  would  do  so,  because  thereby  they 
would  make  a  saving  to  themselves  in  money,  and 
not  only  would  they  make  a  saving  ia  amount, 
but  in  most  cases  they  would  pay  a  recruit  in  the 
necessary  supplies  for  a  family,  and  in  various 
other  ways,  in  which  they  would  compensate 
him,  with  more  convenience  than  to  raise  the 
same  amount  in  money  at  a  given  period.  And 
in  aid  of  this  plan,  we  should  enlist,  not  only  all 
the  feelings  which  result  from  a  wish  to  see  the 
country  properly  defended^  but  those  of  pecuniary 
interest.  Every  taxable  citizen  would  in  a  degree 
volunurily  become  a  recruiting  officer,  and,  among 
the  whole,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  a  sufficient 
number  of  reeruiu  would  be  found.  If,  however, 
it  shouhi  be  believed,  that  to  allow  two  hundred 
dollars  of  the  tax  for  a  recruit  would  be  a  sura  in- 
sufficient to  insure  the  obtaining  of  them,  let  the 
sum  be  augmented,  and,  if  necessary,  increase  the 
tax  accordingly ;  to  which  I  can  see  no  objection, 
as,  whatever  the  nominal  amount  of  the  tax  may 
be,  no  other  burden  would  be  imposed  on  the  peo- 
ple, than  the  smallest  sum  necessary  to  procure 
the  men  s  and  sure  1  am,  that  at  a  time  when  the 
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people  in  ereff  direetion  are  efyiag- aloud  ta  the 
Goveroment  to  provide  an  army  for  the  defeDee 
of  every  thing  dear  to  them,  they  will  not  com- 
plain of  the  imposition  of  the  burdens  necesearj 
to  that  object,  particularly  if  no  more  money  is 
lequtred  of  them,  than  what  they  shall  find  ne- 
cessary, they  having  the  sole  direction  of  the  ap- 
plication of  it.  I  am  not  insensible,  that  to  raiee 
any  given  number  of  meo  in  the  manner  I  propose, 
may  nominally  cost  the  Gk>vernment  aomething 
more  than  to  raise  them  in  the  ordinary  mode; 
bat  I  believe  it  would  cost  the  people  mnch  less. 
Indeed,  I  very  much  doubt  whether  our  soldiers 
do  not  now  cost  two  hundred  dollars  each,  taking 
into  consideration  the  bounty,  premiums,  pay, 
and  rations,  to  recruitiog  officers,  loss  of  money 
in  the  hands  of  soiae  of  them,  and  other  incklen- 
tal  expenses.  I  am  not  able  to  anticipate  any 
Constitutional  objections  which  can  be  urged 
against  the  plan  I  have  propoeed, even  by  the  most 
scrupulous.  Nor  can  I  presume  that  it  will  be 
subject  to  the  termof  ^'conscription,^'  a  word  which 
to  some  is  so  alarming.  The  present  direct  tax 
of  six  millions  of  doUaie,  if  af^lied  in  the  manner 
.proposed,  allowing  two  hundred  dollars  for  each 
•recruit,  would  raise  thirty  thousand  men ;  but  tt 
cannot  be  calculated  that  the  whole  tax  will  be 
thus  applied,  even  if  the  citizens  should  in  no  part 
of  the  country  find  any  difficulty  in  procuring  a 
sufficient  number  of  men,  because  there  will  in 
all  of  the  States  be  more  or  less  property  owned 
by  non-residents,  to'which  the  classification  would 
not  be  applicable.  It  might  therefore  be  fair  to 
calculate  that,  from  the  cause  I  have  just  mention- 
ed, aod  other  incidental  causes,  not  more  than 
twenty  or  tweniy-five  ihoui^and  would  be  obtata- 
ed,  while  the  balance  of  the  tax  would  be  paid  in 
monejr. 

I  will  not  at  present  haxard  an  opinton  asto  the 
•number  which  we  ought  to  calculate  on  raising, 
provided  the  plan  is  adopted--that  being  a  sub- 
(ject  which  more  properly  belongs  toothers..  Bat, 
presumiog  thai  it  might  be  expedient  to  increase 
the  tax  for  the  pre^nt  year,  with  a  view  of  en- 
larging the  number  of  meu  beyond  what  the  six 
millions  would  raise.  I  have  proposed  by  the  sec- 
ond resolution  an  inquiry  on  that  subject. 

I  may  perhaps  be  told,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  pledges  contained  in  the  direct  tax  bill,  and 
the  engageinents  of  the  Gkivemmeot  founded  on 
them,  there  is  an  insurmountable  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  adopting  the  plan  I  have  suggested,  and 
such  may  be  the  fact,  though  lam.myself  iauiined 
to  a  difi*erent  opinion. 

If,  however,  there  be  no  otlier  way  of  gelling 
over  the  supposed  difficulties,  I  should  be  in  favor 
of  8ubstituiin|^  other  new  taxes,  or  of  so  increasing 
the  present  direct  tax,  as  to  make  it  sufficient  to 
procure  a  proper  number  of  meo,  leaving  the 
present  six  millions  to  find  their  way  into  the 
Treasury.  Gentlemen  perhaps  will  say,  that,  to 
substitute  other  indirect  taxes  for  the  present  di- 
rect tax,  or  to  increase  the  direct  tar  in  the  man- 
ner I  have  proposed,  will  be  to  impose  burdens 
upon  the  people  heavier  than  can  be  borne.  I  ad- 
mit they  will  be  heavy ;  but,  sir,  the  people  of  this 


eomtry  had  rather  support  ibcir  rights  at  any 
expense  than  surrender  them,  and  lam  altegethnr 
mistaken  as  to  public  opinion^,  or  it  is  clamorous 
from  every  quarter,  for  the  Grovernment  to  adopt 
strong,  energetic  measures,  such  as,  with  common 
prudence  and  exertion,  will  insure  success.  I 
have  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  the  proposi- 
tions I  have  submitted,  are  free  from  obiectiona. 
But,  nnlen  something  can  be  offered  less  liable  to 
them,  I  hope  they  may  be  adopted,  for  sure  I  am 
that  we  ought  to  do  something,  and  that  without 
delay.  Should  it  be  objected  that  too  great  delay 
will  attend  the  plan  I  haire  submitted,  I  ask  of 
ffcntlemen  to  present  one  which  shall  be  praetiea- 
ble,  aad  which  will  be  attended  with  leas^  and  as- 
sure them  that  I  will  give  my  aid  in  atlopting  it. 
But  I  beg  of  gentlemen  that  we  may  not  let  this 
eession  pass  by  without  doing  somethiag  which 
will  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  our  citizens  from 
their  fearful  api^ehension. 

Mr.  WsasTfia  opposed  these  resolves,  and  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  on  their  adoption.  He 
objected  to  the  considemtion,at  this  late  hour,  of 
new  projects,  which,  though  they  would  seriously 
obstruct  the  recruitiog  service,  could  produce  no 
good.  The  present  direct  tax,  he  observed,  ma 
pledged  to  specific  purposes ;  and  an  addition  to 
the  direct  tax  was  not  practicable,  that  tax  beivkg 
already  as  heavy  as  couM  be  borne.  The  true 
interest  of  the  country,  he  believ«fd,  indicated « 
reliance  on  voluntary  enlistmentB  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army,  &c» 

Mr.  GoLUsnoRODUB  appeared  to  be  inclined  to 
see  this  subject  r^erred  to  a  Committee  «f  the 
Whole,  for  a  full  and  mature  consideration. 

Mr.  WniUBT  expressed  his  rwretat  seetng  such 
a  proposition  introduced  at^  this  time,  for,  sore 
he  was,  it  would  produce  no  good ;  but,  besides 
consuming  public  time,  the  very  publicatioB  of 
the  motion  would  have  a  tendency  to  cheek  iJie 
recruiting  service.  He  had  information  which 
authorized  him  to  say  that  there  was  a  perfect 
confidence  the  Army  would  be  €lled  in  good  tima 
by  the  ordinary  process  of  recruiling;  «m1,  if  we 
had  been  able  to  obtain  money  at  the  commcste- 
ment  of  the  session,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the 
Army  would  now  have  presented  a  very  numer- 
ical front,  indeed.  He  adverted  to  the  high  boun- 
ties now  paid,  compared  to  those  paid  during  the 
Revolution,  which  would  ^oon  produce  a  good 
army,  and  an  army  of  wealthy  men,  too,  each 
entitled,  by  virtue  of  Ivis  enUstraeat,  to  three 
hundred  and  t  weal y  acres  of  land.  The  States, 
too,  were  raising  iroop^f  of  wkteh  the  84ata  of 
Maryland  had  magnaainrously  voied  to  imiae 
five  thousand.  Tbeee  new  projects,  Mr.  W. 
feared,  would  detot  the  only  one  on  which  reli- 
ance could  be  placed,  viz:  the  recruitfng  sewiae. 

Mr.  GttosvENOR  said;  he  was  totally  apposed 
to  this  motion  in  principle,  which  was,  besides^ 
impracticable.  The  assumption  of  the  direct  tax, 
by  some  of  the  States,  interposed,  of  itseJi)  an 
insuperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  this  wild 
project. 

Mr.  Gholbon  said,  he  did  believe  that  the  sub- 
ject of  providing  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
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army  ^ocLofproTiiiiiig  the  w&ysand  meftoSfOVflit, 
wptil  thiey  were  eoiirely  anaoged,  to  occupy  tlie 
atteatioD  ofCoagresB,  to  the  ezclusioo  of  ail  other 
basiaess.  That  the  mode  now  proposed  was  the 
proper  one  for  fillioff  the  ranks,  be  did  not  sav ; 
bat,  as  il  iatrodueed  this  sabiect  of  inquiry^  he 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted.  That 
the  country  was  capable  of  bringiag  at  once  a 
xei^ular  ar<ny  into  the  field,  no  maa  acquainted 
wjth  its  resources  could  deny,  if  they  were  prop* 
erly  applied.  The  only  question,  then,  was  whe- 
ther such  an  army  was  wanting  ?  Of  that|  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt ;  and  he  there- 
fore hoped  the  'House  would  seriously  enter  on 
this  sttbiect. 

Mr.  FlM:,.of  Vermont,  opposed  a  proposed  post- 
ponement of  this  motion,  not  that  be  approred  it 
entirely,  but  because  it  was  susceptible  of  modlii*' 
cation,,  and  that,.in  h4aopiaion>  it  would  become 
CoDgress,  before  they  parted,  to  take  some  effi- 
cient and  certain  measures  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
regular  army.  A  combination  of  this  proposition 
with  thai  made  with  the  War  Department,  at  the 
commenoeownt  of  the  session,  would  produce 
8«eh  a  system  as  heahould  approve  $' and  such, 
aa  he  beueved,  from  the  want  ot  money,  the  Qov- 
emmwnt  would  at  last  be  compelled  to  resort  to. 
What  answer,  ha  asked,  cenld  they  give  to  their 
eoBstituenis,  if  they  returned  home  and  left  the 
country  comparatively  defencekss  9  It  was  time, 
ke  said,:  that  they  shooldact^and  act  efl&iently^ 

Mr.  Stanford  made  a  motion  to  lay  the  re- 
aolves  on  the  table;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  LowNDEa  objected  to  the  inquiry  into  the 
propriety  of  diverting  the  direct  tax  already  laid, 
orapartDfitftothepurposesofxaisingmeA.  After 
that  taa;  had  been  solemnly: pled^edr  hj  law  to  a 
apaaifie  pafpoee,  to>encei  iatoaidiseussioaof  the 
pfopaietyof  diverting  it  to  any  other  pturpaae. 
^tle  it  woold  be  impracticable  for  any  nsafol. 
eadv  mdffht  be  sertoosly  iajarious  to  the  finances 
aivd  credit  of  thecovntry.  He  had  noobjections, 
kawever,  to  inquire  into  the  propnaty  of  iaereas^ 
lag  the  direct  taarto  this  end. 

Mt.  Tvodp  (theehairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee) said  that,  beiag^amembac  of  the  comaoit- 
tea  to  whom  it  waa  proposed  to-reler  this  salgecL 
itdid  aot  become  hiv  to  express  any  decided 
opinion  on  it.  All  he  hoped  was,  that  the  House, 
would  not  instruct  the  committee  on  this  head, 
tialees  determined  to  perfect  the  proposition  into 
the  shape  of  a  law  $  inasmuch  as  the  committee, 
in  its  mioisterial  cspacity,  had  already  cogai- 
2auce  over  this  sobject.  and  could  report  on  it 
without  instructioa^  if  deemed  by. them  expedi- 
ent. With  respect  to  the  military  subjects  of  the 
J^rescnt  session,  the  House  eonld.  not  fail  to  recol- 
ect  that  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  had 
slated  what  force  we  had,  and  wliat  addition  to 
it  was^  desirable  for  the  further  defence  of  the 
country.  It  had  been  proposed  to  Congress  to 
augment  the  regular, force  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  for  wnich  purpose  it  was  proposed  to 
reeort  to  the  meet  energetic  means.  It  was  ac- 
cessary for  the  conuaictee  of  this  House,  said  Mr. 
T.,  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  opkMoaof  bodi 


branches  of  the  Legislature,  as  to  the  different 
modeaof  raising  men..  We  did  so;  and  found 
that  no  efficacious  measure,  calculated  certainly 
and  promptly  to  fill  the  regular  army,,  could  t>e 
effectually  resorted  to.  Measures  were  matured 
and  proposed  by  the  committee,  but  were  not 
pressed  on  the  House  from  the  solemn  conviction 
that  there  was  no  disposition  in  the  Legislature 
to  act  finally  on  the  subject.  This  being  ascer- 
tained, other  mea&ures  were  adopted,  to  improve 
the  recruiting  service,  to  authorize  the  accep- 
tance, into,  the  service  of  volunteers  and  State 
troops  in  the  natui^  of  regulars.  If  the  whole 
number  authorisQd  of  the  two  latter  could  ba 
commanded,  together  with  the  sixty  thousand 
regulars,  (supposing  the  ranks  to  be  filled,)  it 
would  give  aa  efiectivefovce  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  men,  and  might  be  reasonably  ex« 
pected  to  produce  one  hundr^ed  jthousaind;  aagreat 
a  number,  per bap8,as| under  preasatcircumstaneea^ 
the  finaaeea  of  tha  couatry  .woald  bear.  Even  at 
thif'lata da^ of  theaession) however,  Mr.  T*  saidy 
he  waa  wiUiifeg  to<  resort  to  the  .only,  certaen  and 
effiBCtual  nxade  of  augmantiag<  the  regular  ariuy 
to  a  hundred  thousand  men,  to  the  support  of 
which  the  finaniees  of  the  country  miofac,.  before 
the  adjournment,  be  made  adequate.  He  hoped, 
at  least,  the. House  would  so  decide^ouithisques^ 
tion,  as  to  mak»  tha  voce  on  it  deciaivarof  their 
real,  viewa  in.regard  to  iL 

Mfc  AiiOq^a;  remarked,  ia^  reply  to  the  oh||eeM 
tioa  derived  fjcera  the  exi8ting.pladga.o£  thediraot 
Uz,  that  that  pledge  applied  only  to  the.  caatin- 
uance  of  that  tax  until  a  certain  part  of  the  pria« 
cifml  and  interest  of  the  debt  should  be  redeemed; 
bik  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  might  be  appiied  to. 
thla  or  aay  other  purpose  the  Goverament  shaahl 
see:  fit* 

Mr.  MiiOOH  was  of  opiniaa  that  the  motioai 
proposed  no  violation  of  the. public  faith*  If  tha 
army  could  be.i^ed  by  the  regular  mode  of  ea«» 
listment,  as  was  noweaid,  how  happened  it  thai 
so  many  projests  of  this  natuise  ware  offered? 
The;  reliance  on  velunieers  and  Stale  troops  waa 
uncertain ;  and  Congress  ough^t  to  devise  soma 
mode  bv  which  the  ranks  of  the  army  could  be 
positively  filled.  If  it  could  be  dpne  without  vi«t 
olatiag  the  public  fhith,  Bir.  M.  said  it  was:  hia 
opinion,  that  the  direct  tax  ooahl  be  more  easily 
paid  in  this  way  than  in  money,  aad  he  shouM 
therefore  favor  the  plan. 

At  lengthy  after  same  other  desultory;  debate^- 
the  resolves  ware,  on  motion  of  Mr<  Fiax,  of  Ver*' 
moat,  bdiaviog,  he  said,  they  would  not  passia 
their  present  shape,  referred  to  a  Commitiae  o£ 
the  whole  House-r-68.  to  57— and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  5§  to  39. 


TnaanAY,  February  7, 

Tike  BpaAKBR  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,: 
detailing  their  proceedings  since  their  lass  report, 
made  on  the  5th  of  February,  1814$  which  uTaa 
read. 

On  motion  of  Mr;  BIaoton,  a  committaeiwaa' 
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appointed  to  ioquire  info  the  expediency  of  better 
zegulating,  by  law,  the  workittf;  and  leasing  the 
public  lead  mines  in  the  Territory  of  Minonri, 
ID  such  manner  as  to  secure  the  lessees  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  their  leases,  and  to  enable  the 
GoTemment  to  collect  its  rents;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise. 

Messrs.  Easton,  Sheffet,  and  Montgomsrt, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  provision  for  sub* 
sisting  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  by  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  Commissioners  of 
Subsistence,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

PAY  OF  THE  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Sbipbbrd,  of  New  York,  submitted  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution : 

JRuoivedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  making  a 
zeaiontble  compensation  to  the  members  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  for  travelling  to  and  from  Googrsss,  and 
attendance  thereon,  respectively ;  that  they  report  there- 
Mi  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  that  the  committee  em- 
brace in  such  inquiiy  the  present  sessi<Mi. 

Mr.  Pearson  inquired  the  object  of  this  mo- 
tion, and  the  grounds  for  it. 

Mr.  Shiphbrd  said  he  should  have  supposed 
his  honorable  friend  understood  his  own  interest 
sufficiently  not  to  have  required  any  explanation 
on  this  head.  Congress  having  the  right  to  regu- 
late their  own  pay,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
compensation  or  other  officers  of  the  Gtovernment, 
they  ought  to  render  to  themselves  that  justice 
which  they  feel  bound  to  do  other  officers  of  the 
Government.  He  need  not,  he  said,  tell  the 
House  that  the  pay  now  received  by  the  mem- 
bers was  not  half  what  its  value  was  when  that 
pay  was  fixed;  more  particularly  when  it  was 
considered  that  the  paper  with  which  the  mem- 
bers were  paid,  was  full  twenty-five  per  cent,  be- 
low par  or  the  value  of  specie.  His  object  was 
80  to  augment  the  pay  of  the  members  as  to 
make  it  equal  to  six  dollars  of  that  medium  in 
which  members  formerly  received  their  pay. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  did  not  con- 
ceive this  the  proper  time  to  enter  into  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject.  He  thought  gentlemen 
should  let  the  nation  get  through  the  war  before 
they  increased  their  pay. 

Mr.  Farrow  was  opposed  to  the  motion  through- 
out, on  principle,  and  denied  the  alleged  depreci- 
ation of  money,  which  he  said  was  very  gladly 
received  in  payment,  in  dealings  of  any  sort,  in 
the  District. 

Mr.  Shiphbrd,  in  support  of  his  first  observa- 
tion, said,  that  it  wa^  as  obvious  that  all  our  pa- 
per was  depreciated,  as  that  the  Continental  money 
was  depreciated.  He  had  no  fastidious  delicacy 
about  him,  which  would  prevent  him  from  doing 
justice  to  himself.  If  payment  could  be  obtained 
in  specie,  it  would  be  a  good  argument  against 
the  proposed  motion;  but  it  was  notorious  that 
for  specie  they  must  pay  a  discount  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  the  paper  which  they  received 
for  their  pay. 


Mr.  Rhea  said  that  every  member  knew,  when 
he  was  chosen,  what  compensation  be  was  to  ex- 
pect, and  had  no  right  to  complain  of  it.  He  re- 
quired the  yeas  and  nays,  that  he  might  at  least 
record  his  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  observed,  if  the  object 
of  the  gentleman  was,  as  he  had  avowed,  to  eive 
to  the  members  a  compensation  adequate  to  their 
services,  he  would  recommend  to  him  to  depre- 
ciate their  pay  instead  of  increasing  It,  for  he 
was  confident  the  acts  of  Conffress  had  depreeta- 
ted  as  much  as  the  paper  of  which  the  gentlemaa 
had  spoken. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows:  For  the  motion  8,  against  it  99. 

[Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were 
Messrs.  Botd,  Da  via  of  Massachusetts,  Fibk  of 
Vermont,  Orosvbnor,  Hopxrira  of  Kentucky, 
SetPBERo,  Sturqbs,  and  Thompson.] 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lbwis,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  appropriation 
of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars^  for  repairing  or 
rebuilding  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of 
Washington.  [The  motiey  Is  to  be  borrowed  of 
banks  or  individuals  withm  the^ District,  at  six, 
per  cent,  interest,  for  rebuilding  or  repairing  the 
Capitol,  President's  House,  and  public  offices,  on 
their  present  sites. J 

A  debate  arose  on  this  bill  which  oeeupied  the 
remainder  of  the  day's  sitting. 

The  advocates  of  the  main  object  of  the  bill 
were,  Messrs.  Lnwia,  Fiax  of  Vermont,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Inqbeboll,  Wriobt,Gbosvbnob,  Du- 
val, BowBN,  McEliM,  Sbipbbrd,  Hawbinb,  and 
Pbabbob  ;  its  opponenta^  Messrs.  Alston,  Fab- 
row,  and  Wbbstbb.  Of  those  who  advocated  the 
bill,  there  were  several  (Messrs.  InQEamoLLf 
Qrobvenob,  Duvall,  and  Sbipbbbd)  who  have 
been  in  favor  of  a  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment; but,  considering  the  question  as  settled 
by  the  votes  in  both  Houses,  desired  now  to  see 
the  city  rebuilt  and  beautified. 

The  debate  was  not  so  much  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  pnUic  build- 
ings^ as  on  the  mode  of  doing  it. 

Mr.  GoLiiBBoaouoB  moved  to  strike  out  from 
the  bill  the  "President's  House,"  so  as  to  confine 
the  repairs  to  the  Capitol  and  public  offices,  with 
a  view  to  leave  the  repair  of  the  President's 
House  to  times  bf  more  leisure  and  tranquillity 
than  the  present,  and  also  with  a  view  to  a  futare 
concentntion  of  the  public  buildings. 

This  motion,  after  debate,  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Gbosvbnob  then  moved  an  amendment,. 
the  object  of  which  was,  to  cause  the  puUic 
offices  to  be  removed  to  the  public  grounds  o» 
Capitol  Hill,  near  the  Capitol.  Thia  mouoBf. 
after  debate,  was  agreed  to,  66  to  56. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  House;  and  the  House  forthr 
with  adJQiirfted. 
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Wednesday,  February  8. 

Mn  Eppbb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meansj  reported  sundrjf  amendmenu  to  the  bill 
aathoriziog  the  itsne  of  Treasury  Dotea  for  1815 ; 
which  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Viiyinia,  from  the  Militarv 
Committee,  reported  without  ameadroent  a  bifi 
from  the  Senate  eoDceroiog  field  officers  in  the 
militia. 

[This  bill  provides  that,  after  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  there  chall  be  to  each  regiment,  in- 
stead of  the  present  field  officers,  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  two  majors.] 

The  question  being  stated,  '*  Shall  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time?*' 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer  it 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  supported  the  mo- 
tion for  reference  or  postponement,  with  a  view 
to  proposing  amendments  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion ot  the  militia  in  other  respects,  and  for  pro- 
▼iding  the  manner  in  which  future  detachments 
of  the  militia  shall  be  regulated. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of 
Virginia,  but  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 54 
to  41. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  making  provision  for  clothing  the 
militia  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  provide  that,  in  addition 
to  the  pay  and  emoluments  now  provided  by  law, 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  the 
militia,  when  called  into  service  for  a  lour  of  six 
months,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  suit  of  clothes.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

THE  REWARD  OF  VALOR. 

Mr.  Tboup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflbirs,  reported  the  following  resolutions,  the 
adoption  of  which  is  recommended  by  the  said 
committee,  viz: 

Retohedf  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenia- 
lives  of  the  VnUed  States  of  America  in  Congress  as^ 
sembied.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Butes  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  reqaested  to  cause  a  monument  to  be 
erected  at  a  suiuUe  place,  and  with  a  suitable  insorip- 
tkm,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by 
Congress  of  the  military  virtues  of  the  late  Brigadier 
General  Pike,  who,  gaUantiy  leading  a  column  to  the 
attack  of  York,  in  Upper  Canada,  fell,  in  the  arms  of 
victory,  on  the  27ih  April,  1812,  terminating  gloriouaiy 
a  lile  devoted  to  his  country^  and  leaving  behind  him 
an  honorable  example  of  entarprise,  perseverance,  and 
contempt  of  death,  for  the  imitation  of  the  American 
soldier. 

3.  Mesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and 
thev  are  hereby,  Mesented  to  Major  General  Hariison 
and  to  Governor  Shelby,  and  through  them  to  the  offi- 
cers and  men  nnder  their  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  defeating  the  combined  British 
and  hidian  forces  nnder  Major  General  Proctor,  on  the 
Thames,  in  Upper  Canada,  the  6th  of  October,  1813, 
capturing  the  entire  British  army,  with  their  baggage, 
camp  equipage,  and  artillery ;  and  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals 


to  be  struck,  emblematieal  of  this  triumph,  and  pre- 
sented to  GeiMral  Harrison  and  Governor  Shelby. 

3.  Besohedf  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Beatty,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command^ 
in  repubing,  with  inferior  numbers,  the  combined  al^ 
tack  of  a  British  land  and  naval  force  on  Craney  Island, 
on  the  22d  of  June,  1813;  and  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  present  an  elegant 
sword  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beatty. 

4.  Resolvedt  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  merit  of  Colonel  Croghan,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  for  the  gallant  defence  of 
Fort  Stephenson,  on  the  Lower  Sandusky,  on  the  1st 
and  2d  of  August,  1813,  repelling  with  great  slaughter 
the  assault  of  a  British  and  Indian  army  much  superior 
in  number;  and  that  the  President  be  requested  to 
present  an  elegant  sword  to  Colonel  Croghan. 

6.  lUsohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  a  monument  to  be  erected,  at  a 
suitable  plaee  and  with  a  suitable  inscription,  to  the 
memorv  of  Brigadier  General  Covington,  who,  gal- 
lantly leading  op  hia  troops  to  a  successful  charge,  foil 
in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  in  Upper  Canada,  on 
the  nth  November,  1813. 

6.  Resobed,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and 
thev  are  hereby,  presented  to  Major  Genml  Jackson, 
and  to  Brigadier  Generals  Floyd  and  Coffise,  and 
through  them  to  the  officers  and  men  under  their  com* 
mand,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the 
campaign  against  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians  in  the 
Winter  of  1813-'U,  defeating  formidable  tribes  of 
savages  in  successive  battles,  fought  with  great  obsti* 
nacy,  and  finally  subduing  Uiem  to  terms  of  peace; 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  gold  medals  to  be  struck,  with  suitable 
emblems  and  devioe%  and  prssented  to  Major  Genwal 
Jackson,  and  Brigadiers  Floyd  and  Coffoe. 

7.  Xesobfodf  That  Congrsss  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  merit  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Armistead,  and  the 
officers  and  men  nnder  his  command,  in  their  late  gal- 
lant and  suoeessful  defence  of  Fort  Mcfienry  against 
the  attack  of  a  formidable  British  squadron ;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
present  an  elegant  sword  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ar* 
mistead. 

8.  Sesohed,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  merit  of  Major  Lawrence,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  in  their  late  gallant  defence 
of  Fort  Bowyer,  repelling  with  inferior  numbers,  and 
with  great  slaughter,  the  combined  attack  of  a  British 
land  and  naval  force,  aided  by  a  body  of  savages ;  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
present  an  elegant  sword  to  Major  Lawrence. 

The  resolutions  were  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

PUBUC  BUILDINGS. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
for  making  appropriations  for  repairing  or  re- 
building the  public  buildings  in  thecity  of  Wash- 
ington. 

That  amendment  being  under  consideration 
which  requires  the  public  offices  to  be  built  on 
Capitol  Hill- 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Yirffinia,  rose  and  said,  that  ha 
hoped  the  House  would  not  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.    After 
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tli^  length y  diseusaion  of  thU  sol^ect  yesierday, 
it  was  with  extreme  reluctance  that  he  aniin  ob- 
trttded  himaelf  upon  the  patience  of  the  Ilouse ; 
»bat  the  deep  slake  which  the  State  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  in  part,  had  in  its  decision,  he 
tfvsted  wou^d  be  a  sufficient  apology. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  since  yesterday,  he  had  been 
enabled  to  fortify  the  opinions  he  had  advanced 
%n  opposition  to  the  amendment,  by  an  authority 
which  ought  to  be  revered  by  all.  He  had  ob- 
tained the  correspondence  between  General  Wash- 
ington, then  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
Mr.  Adams  his  successor,  and  the  commissioners 
for  the  city,  upon  the  subject  of  the  location  of 
the  public  offices,  which  he  would  lake  the  liberty 
o£  reading.  He  then  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  White, 
one  of  the  commissioners,  who  stated  "  thai  in  a 

*  conversation  with  General  Washington,  upon  the 

*  subject  of  the  location  of  the  public  building  the 
^General  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  thai  the  offices 

*  i>f. the  different  departments  should  be  as  conve- 
'-  liient  to  the  President  as  possible,  and  that  it  was 
'  uoneeessary,  for  any  public  convenience,  that  they 
'  should  be  contiguous  to  the  Legislative  Hall ;  in* 
'deed, that  the  officers  had  com])laitted  to  him, 
'  ^hen  in  Philadelphia,  that  it  was  impossible  to  at- 
'  tend  to  their  public  duties  from  the  constant  calls 

*  of  the  members,  and  that  they  were  obliged  to 
<  deny  themselves."  He  also  read  a  letter  from  the 
commissioners  of  the  city,  to  General  Washington, 
at  Mount  Vernon,  r^ nesting  him  to  fix  on  the 
sites  for  the  public  offices,  and  his  answer,  fixing. 
a..day  for  that  purpose^and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ad- 
ajns)  ratifying  and  confirming  the  acts  of  the 
commissioners  in  fixing  the  sues  of  the  puUic 
offices  under  the  direction  of  General  Washingtoa. 

Tibut  then,  wid  Mr.  L.,  w»  h«ve  not  only  the 
opinaon  of  that  iUnstrious  m«B,  as  to. the  most 
pmer  sites  fof  the  public  offices,,  but  we  have 
evMence  that  ought  to  satisfy  the  most  ineredu- 
IWH.  that  he  aotoally  came  upon  the  ground,  and 
marked  the  very  spots  upon  which  t^  buildings 
were  to  be  placed,  and  these  acts  were  officially 
confirmed  bV  his  successor,  Mr.  Adams.  But  my 
honorable  friend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gaos- 
VENoa)  has  said,  that  General  Washington  had 
been  teased  and  importuned  by  those  interested, 
into  the  location  he  had  made.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L., 
my  honorable  friend  can  kaow  little  of  the  char- 
acter of  that  great  man,  if  he  believes  there  existed 
a  being  who  dared  approach .  him  in  thai  way. 
No,  sir,  as  soon  would  he  attempt  to  grasp  the 
fbrked  lightning,  as  to  intimate  a  wish  that  he 
would  swerve  from  his  public  duty. 

There  were  many  considerations,  said  Mr.  L., 
why  no  changes  ought  to  be  made  in  the  present 
p^a  of  the  city,  or  of  the  sites  for  the  public 
buildings ;  and  that  which  operated  most  irresist- 
ibly with  him  was,  that  it  was  a  plan  sanctioned 
by  that  great  and  good  man,  whose  name  it  bears. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  what  that  man  has  done,  let  no 
mortal  attempt  to  undo.  His  ways  are  not  to  be 
mended  by  man.  This  House  is  not  competent 
to  do  it.  He  considered  the  two  public  edifices, 
the  foundation  stones  of  which  our  ever  to  be 
revered  hero,  statesman,  and  patriot,  laid,a8  perma- 


nently  fixed,  by  public  faith;  particularly  as  maps 
were  distributed  throughout  Europe,  with  the 
sanction  of  President  Washington,  designating 
the  sites  of  the  Capitol,  President's  House,  and 
other  public  buildings,  and  that  foreigners  had 
been  induced  to  purchase  property,  judging  of  its 
value  from  its  continuity  to  some  one  of  the  pub- 
lic edifices  as  marked  upon  the  map.  Change  the 
situation  of  your  city,  and  thev  are  deceived  and 
injured ;  hereafter  they  will  have  no  confidence 
in  your  acts.  We  have  been  told,  that  large 
quantities  of  our  public  stock  have  been  lately 
sent  to  Holland  for  sale.  Is  it  to  be  believed,  sir, 
with  a  knowledge  of  what  we  are  about  to  do, 
(for  it  is  in  that  country  that  our  city  lots  have 
been  sold,  and  held  as  security  for  money  bor- 
rowed,) that  thev  will  trust  us  for  a  cent,  when 
everything  which  they  deemed  saered  is  thus 
violated  ?  No,  sir,  they  will  not,  and  I  will  say, 
they  ought  not  to  trust  us.  But,  sir,  if  we  have 
no  resard  to  our  plighted  faith  to  foreigners,  let 
us  at  least  save  our  own  people.  Do  not,  by  this 
act,  ruin  thousands  of  honest,  industrious  mechan- 
ics, who  have  at  very  advanced  prices  purchased 
and  improved  lots  near  the  present  sites,  under 
an  assurance  and  firm  belief  in  their  permanency. 
Let  us  not  do  an  act  which  will  excite  distrust 
abroad  and  contempt  at  home. 

But,  why  are  ffeatlemen  destross  of  removing 
the  offices  from  their  present  sites  near  the  Prea- 
dent's  Hbnse,  to  the  Capitol  square  1  It  h»d  been 
shown,  he  hoped  satisnctorily)  that  their  appro- 
priate place  was  near  the  President's  House,  and 
not  the  Capitol.  The  President  mual  necessarily 
have  considerable  ioterconrse  with  the  offices  $ 
but  he  was  unable  to  see  the  necessity  of  any  per* 
sonal  intercourse  betweeu  the  maaiiben  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  offices.  It  is  known  that  all 
public  .business  between  Congress  or  its  members, 
and  the  public  offices,  is  done  by  a  resolucioo  of 
the  Houses  or  by  letter  from  any  indlvidoal  raem- 
ber,  which  is  conveyed  by  a  meaaettger  of  Con- 
gress paid  for  that  purpose. 

In  addition  to  the  reasons,  given  for  a  prtfar- 
ence  of  the. old. sites,  there  would  be  a  saving  of 
more  than  one  half  of  the  expense.  Tlie  comnut- 
tee,  to  whom  this  sul^eot  was  coafidedL  attended 
persooally  at  the  Capitol,  and  examinad  the  state 
of  that  buildiogi  whea^  after  a  coafcrencei  and 
making  suohinquirieaof  an  aiehiieel  on  the  apot,. 
as  was  considered  pfoper^  thay  were  induced  to 
believe  that  the  walls  of  bath  winga  of-the  Gapi- 
tot  might  be  safely  built  on,  and  that  the  eston* 
ted  expense  of  about  fSSISOfiOO  for  repairiog  the 
same,  was  as  nearly  accurate,  as  could  be-reaaen* 
ably  expected.  The  President's  House  and  the 
offices  were  not  so  particularly  examined,  bnt  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  wliole 
might  be  repaired  for  about  $000,000,  which 
would  be  $715,110  less  thaa  the  first  coat  of 
those  buildings.  But,  Mr.  L.  said  there  was  an* 
other  objection  which  would  be,  with  him^  ui 
insuperable  one;  and  that  was,  that  he  would 
not  be  compelled  by  an  act  of  the  enemy  to  aban- 
don, or  change  in  the  smallest  degree,  aoy  of 
the  plans  of  the  public  edifices  they  had  destroyed. 


nar 


mSTOBi:  OF  GONQAKSB; 


nsa 


FSBBUAJUTt  1915. 


PubHc  Buildmgt. 


H.  or  Rv 


He  woold  rebuild  them  preciseiy  on  tka  same 
SFiHMMi  5  ooi  a  stone  or  brick  should  be  chaii|^ed) 
out  they  should  be  finished  Id  a  style  of  increased 
macnificeoce  and  grandeur.  It  never  should  be 
said,  because  the  enemy  had  destroyed  our  Capi- 
tol, that  Congress  were  afraid  to  rebuild  it,  lest  it 
might  again  be  destroyed.  No^  let  us  have  an- 
other trial,  and  if  we  cannot  then  defend  our  Capi- 
tol, it  will  be  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  the 
best  way  we  can.  My  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Qaaton)  objects  to  an  appropriation  of 
80  much  money  at  a  ttn»  like  this,  when  the 
Treasury  is  bankrupt^  our  soldiers  unpaid,  dbc, 
for  repairing  the  public  buildings ;  but  he  has  no 
objection  to  double  the  sum  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
building on  new  sites.  How  inconsistent  I  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  ought  to  recoN 
feet,  that  not  a  cent  of  this  appropriation  would 
come  out  of  the  Treasury.  The  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict bad  generously  and  magnanimously  come 
forward  and  offered  to  loan  the  amount  wanted 
upon  reasonable  terms,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
an  object  so  interesting  to  the  District ;  and  it  was 

firobable  that  the  sales  of  lots  belonging  to  the  pub- 
ic in  the  city,  would  furnish  money  enough  to 
reimburse  the  loan  before  it  became  due.  Re- 
jectthis  ameodmeat— pass  this  bill,  which  will 
restore  public  confidence,  and  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  selling,  at  good  prices,  the  property  of 
the  public,  which  is  now  worthless.  My  friond 
from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Wbbster)  saya^  he 
does  not  think  this  a  proper  time  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation fur  building  up  the  Capitol,  and  re- 
commends that  some  triflingtallBiations  be  made 
in  the  present  room,  which  will  then  answer  very 
well  until  we  have'  peace.    Mr.  L.  said,  he  con- 

Satulated  his  friend  upon  the  sudden  cnange  of 
9  feelings.  It  was  but  a  few  days  since,  the  gen- 
tleman could  not  exist  in  this  confined,  inconve- 
nient, and  unwholesome  room,  and  nothing  but 
the  puce  atmosphere  of  Philadelphia  would  satisfy 
him^  but  now  it  seems,  when  it  is  ascertained  he 
cannot  get  to  Philadelphia,  that  he  is  perfectly 
reconciled  with  the  present  room,  and  thinks  it 
good  enough  for  war  times.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  also  complains,  that  this  city  is 
deficient  in  populatiooi  in  wealth  and  commerce, 
and .  therefore  an  improper  place  for  the  seat  of 
QovaramenL  If  it  be  true  thait  it  is  thus  deficient,, 
to, what,  I  askyisit  to  be  ascribed?  Let  those 
who,  like  the  gf  luleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
ai»  deairaus  of  remtoving  the  seal  of  GoverAmeat, 
aaMroTr..  Icasio. the  repeated  efiocta.to  reaMv^,  to 
raiceQ«de^  and  to  concentcatey  w^hich .  have  been . 
alijerwbely  madclbrihe  last  twelve  years  iaCon- 
f^caas,.  that  the- populadon  and  weahh  ofWaah- 
ingion  have  not  equalled  any  other  town  on  the 
continent  of  its  age.  What  prudent  man,  I  aak, 
would  risk  his  fortune  in  making  improvements 
in  a  place,  that  was  every  year  threatened  with 
destruction,  by  the  very  power  who  ought  to  fos- 
ter and  protect  it?  If  inconveniences  have  been 
felt  from  the  dispersed  population  of  the  city  and 
the  want  of  accommodations,  those  alone  are  ac- 
countable who  by  their  own  acts  have  produced 
both.    The  people  of  this  District  are  political  or-  | 


phaas.  Thoy  have  beanabandaned  by  their  legj^«r 
mate  parenis,.and  claim  protection  of  us,  who  are 
oQBsiituttooally  bound  to  protect  them;  but,  instead- 
of  extending  to  theia  the  parental  hand  of  afi*ection 
and  assistance,  we  cruelly  abandon  them  to  theif 
fate.  If  they  ask  us  for  bread,  we  give  them* 
stone.  If  they  even  ask  us  for  justice,  we  tell 
them  they  are  rudely  importunate.  Inntead  of 
extending  to  them  the  parental  hand  of  afiection, 
we  do  all  in  our  power  to  blight  and  destroy  their 
fair  prospects.  If  we  are  not  disposed  to  be  their 
guardians  and  friends,  let  us  at  feast  do  nothing: 
to  injure  them ;  let  them  pursue  undisturbed,  their 
own  way,  and  you  will  not  have  to  complain  of 
the  want  of  population,  wealth,  or  accommoda- 
tions in  the  city.  There  are  few  places  in  the- 
United  Slates  possessing  greater  commercial  ad'^ 
vantages  than  Washingjton ;  placed  at  the  head  of 
an  «xocdlent . navigation,  supported  by  an.  exten- 
sive and  wealthy  baek  countfy  in  Yirgiaia  and 
Maryland,  and  in  a  climate  extremely  healthy ;  if  it  ■ 
has  but  fair  play  it  will  soon  rival  many  of  the 
most  important  towns  in  the  Union,  in  wealth  and 
pomilation. 

The  public  are  greatly  interested  in  promoting, 
the  welfare  of  the  city,  as  it  would  make  very  valu* 
able  a  large  property  given  by  the  propTletors  of 
the  land  on  which  the  city  stands,  which  at  pres- 
ent is  worth  nothing.  The  proprietors  of  the  city, 
^ave  the  land  to  the  public,  with  an  understand- 
ing that  the  sites  for  the  public  buildings  should 
remain  unchanged ;  therefore  the  present  altera- 
tion would  be  unjust  as  to  them.  The  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  have  both  a  deep,  stake 
in  the  permanency  of  the  seat  of  Government. 
Virginia  made  a  donation  of  $1)^0,000,  and  a  ces- 
sion of  a  moiety  of  ten  miles  square  of  her  terri- 
tory, including  a  town  which  was  the  pride  of 
the  State.  Maryland  made  a  donation  of  $75,000 
and  a,  cession  of  a.  moiety  of  tea  .miles  square  of 
her  territory,  including  a  town,  second  to  one  only 
in  the  State  $  and  these  States  will  not  view  with 
complacency  any  act  which  may  have  a  tendency 
to  jeopardize  the  Seat  of  Government. 

AH  the  country  within  fifty  miles  of  the  seat  of 
Government,  bothi  in  Virginia  and  Mtiry land,  are 
greatly  iatereated  in  the:  welfare  of  the  cityiand. 
representing,  as  I  do,  an  adjoining  district,  whose. 
property  :Y«ieul4  diminish  .at  lea«t;50  percent,  in 
value,  if  the  Government .  is  remsved,.  1 1  trusts  I 
shall  baexciised  for  the.  solicitude .  I  hux^  manii* 
fesled,  and.  the-time  I  have  occupied  in  the  dssf 
omsion. 

The  amondment  was  also  opposed  by  Messn. 
Mason,  Forsttb,  and  otbersj  and  advocated  by 
Messrs.  GaoavBif  OS  and  V^iohi'j 

The  question  having  been  taken  after  much 
debate,  by  yeas  and  na^s,  was  dectded-r-F^r  the 
amendment  55,  against  it  77,' as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anderson*  Baylies  of  Massachusetts* 
Bigeilowy.  Bojd,  Bradbury,  Brighamr  Cannon,  Cilley, 
Condicty  Cooper*  Cox,  Calp^per,  DaTenpprt,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsjlvaniai  Desha,  Duvall, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Flndley,  Goldsboroogh,  Grosvenor,  Hen* 
derson,  Hulhert,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  liaw,  Lovett,  Marl&eU,  Pickering,  Pitkin* 
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Potter,  John  Reed,  Willtatn  Reedt  Roggles,  Schure- 
mtn,  SUymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton,  Stuart,  Ta^art,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vooe,  Ward 
of  Maaaachnaetta,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox»  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter, 
and  Wright 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bard,Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen,  Breck- 
enridge.  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Champion,  Clenden- 
in,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Evans,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Le&rU,  Leivis,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McIGm, 
McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson, 
P2)>er,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffey, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Sturges,  Troup,  Udree,  White,  Williams,  and  Yancey. 

The  effect  of  this  decision  is,  that  the  public 
offices  shall  be  reboiU  on  their  old  sites. 

Mr.  BiGBLow  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
require  the  President,  previoualy  to  expending 
the  money  to  be  appropriated,  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  Congress  a  plan  and  estimates  for  the  build* 
iogs;  by  which,  he  believed,  one-half  of  the  ex- 
pense might  be  saved. 

This  motion  was  opposed  as  unnecessary,  by 
Mr.  Lewis,  and  negatived — ayes  39. 

Mr.  Farrow  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  the  bill;  not  because  he  was  against 
rebuilding,  but  because  of  the  great  scarcity  of 
money  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  make  some  report  as  to  con- 
centration, and  the  manner  and  method  of  exe- 
cuting the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and 
negatived — ayes  44. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time,  was  then  decided  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Burwell,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Dnvall,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Harris,  Has* 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Hungerford,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary  Umd,  Kershaw, 
Kilboum,  Leffisrta,  Lewis,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKtm, 
McLean,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens, 
Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Stuzges,  Tel&ir,  Troup, 
White,  and  Yancey— 67. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Abton,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Btgelow,  Boyd,  Bradbunr,  Brigham,  Brown,  Cilley, 
Conard,  Cooper,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Elv,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Cfeddes, 
Goldsborough,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Ing- 
ham, Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Mar- 
kell,  Murfree,  Pickering,  Pip^r,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
"William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ruggles^  Schure- 
man,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stock- 
onStrong,  T  a  ggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 


Wavd  of  Massachufetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wibstv, 
WheatoB,  WUoox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  PeDAsylvaaaa, 
and  Winter— 65. 

Tbdrsday,  February  9. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table : 

Resolned,  That  the  rules  of  this  House  be  so  amended, 
that  offioers  who  have  received,  or  shall  hereafter  n- 
ceive,the  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  gaUantry  and 
good  conduct,  displayed  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
shall  be  admitted  to  seats  within  the  walls  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  establisbing,  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  a  loan  office,  and  in  such 
other  States  in  which  do  such  office  is  established. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '*  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  cer- 
tain ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactur- 
ed within  the  United  States,  on  the  exportation 
thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  place."  They  have 
also  passed  the  bill  from  this  House  "  for  the  re- 
lief of  Benjamin  Wells  and  others,*'  with  amend- 
ments^ in  which  bill  and  amendments  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  io  addition  to  the  act  regu* 
lating  the  Poat  Office  Establishment  waa  read  a 
third  time;  and  the  further  consideration  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  ROADS. 

Mr.  Lattimore,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repairing  and 
keeping  in  repair  the  road  from  Nashville  to 
Natchez,  as  also  the  road  from  Fort  Hawkins  in 
Georgia,  to  St.  Stephen's  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, delivered  in  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  makinff  an  appropriation  for  repairing  the 
road  from  Nashville  to  Natchez ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

It  appears,  by  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  ChocUwa 
on  the  26th  October,  1801,  and  another  with  the  Choc- 
Uws  on  the  17th  December  in  the  same  year,  that  the 
consent  of  these  Indians  was  obtained  to  the  opening  of 
a  wagon  road  through  their  respective  lands ;  and  by 
an  act  of  Congress  of  the  2l8t  April,  1806»  that  six 
thousand  dollats  was  appropriated  to  this  purpose; 
which  was  effected,  as  provided  by  those  treaties  and 
this  act,  under  the  direction  of  the  Preaidentof  the  Uni* 
ted  Sutes.  It  appears  ako  by  a  treaty  with  the  Craek 
Indians,  concluded  on  the  lith  November,  1905,  that 
the  United  States  have  a  right  to  a  hone-path  thnngh. 
their  lands ;  and,  by  the  act  above-mentioBe4  that  mx. 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  pupoae  of 
opening  a  road  from  the  frontier  of  Geoigiat  on  the 
route  from  Athens  to  New  Orleans^  as  &r  as  the  thir^- 
first  degree  of  north  latitude;  which  was  likewise 
effected,  as  provided,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pres- 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

Although  the  country  through  which  these  roads  re- 
spectively pass  is,  naturally,  as  convenient  for  the  pur- 
poses of  transportation  and  intercourse  as  any  other 
parts  of  the  United  Sutes,  yet,  considering  its  great 
extent,  it  is  not  presumed  that  the  appropriatMnihere- 
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tofinw  inad«  could  ha¥a  been  eonsidered  m  adcqvaile  to 
any  other  object  than  thatof  moreiy  opening  the  loeds. 
The  neooMuy  bridges  orer  the  stieemi^  and  the  necee- 
•aij  causeways  thioagh  the  swamps  on  these  eztensiTe 
Tonte^wonM  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  require 
of  themselves  larger  sums  then  those  mentioned  above. 
Tour  committee  deem  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  offer 
any  general  remarks  to  show  the  great  national  advan* 
tages  of  an  easy  and  certain  intercourse  between  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  United  States.  The  sense  of  Congress 
on  this  subject  is  akeady  well  ascertained,  from  the 
large  and  liberal  appropriations  bestowed  on  the  great 
Western  road  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Ohio  river. 
Without  entering  into  comparisons  as  to  which  parts 
of  the  Union  most  reauire  the  provident  attention 
of  Government,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  it  appears 
to  your  committee  that  the  improvement  of  the  roads 
in  question,  under  the  direction  and  at  the  expense  of 
the  National  Government,  is  at  all  times  recommended 
by  a  consideration  of  the  importance  of  the  countiy  to 
which  they  lead,  as  well  ss  the  want  of  both  auUiority 
and  means  to  make  it  in  the  territory  throng  which 
they  pass.  At  this  time  the  subject  is  rendered  unu* 
anally  interescing,  from  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  seize 

Xthe  emporium  of  an  immense  oountiy,  as  well  as 
positions  in  the  same  quarter  of  les%  though 
Sreat,  miportanee  to  the  United  States.  So  long  as 
the  war  continues.  New  Orleans  and  other  adjacent 
parts  will  be  liable  to  invasion,  and  will  of  course  require 
no  inconsiderable  force  for  their  defence.  During  such  a 
state  of  things,  it  is  highly  desirable — indeed  neoesdsry 
— that  good  roads  should  facilitate  the  transmission  of 
intelligence,  as  well  ss  the  march  of  troops  and  the 
transportation  of  supplies,  when  a  passage  by  water 
may  be  too  hardy  or  wholly  impracticable. 

The  improvements  of  these  roads  being  deemed  ex- 
pedient by  your  committee,  the  next  inquiry  is,  in  what 
way  can  this  end  be  best  obtained  1  How  far  it  might 
be  proper  to  eSect  this  purpose  by  the  incorporation  of 
a  tnmpike  company,  your  committee  are  not  prepared 
to  say*  Several  objectimis  have  presented  themselves 
in  considering  such  a  plan  $  but  whether,  under  other 
drcumstanoss,  it  would  be  advisable  or  not,  its  slow 
execution  would  neoessariW  defer  the  advantages  which, 
in  the  present  state  of  amirs,  it  is  desirable  promptly 
to  enjoy.  As  the  immediate  interest  of  the  pubkc  is 
the  particular  consideration  which  induces  your  com- 
mittee to  recommend  the  improvement  of  these  roads, 
and  as  they  believe  that  it  cannot  be  so  well  promoted 
in  any  other  way  as  by  a  special  appropriation,  they 
have  prepared  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
road  from  Nashville  to  Natchez,  which  they,  ask  leave 
to  report. 

PUBUC  BUILDINGS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  appropri- 
ation for  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  public  build- 
ings in  the  City  of  Washington  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  PicKERiifO  spoke  aj^atnst  the  bill,  on  the 
general  ground  of  opposition  to  the  permanency 
of  the  seat  of  Government. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Websteb,  that  the 
said  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
with  instructions  so  to  alter  the  bill  as  to  appro- 
priate twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the  preservation 
of  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Waahing- 
ton.  and  to  the  improvement  and  repairs  of  the 
IraildiDf  in  which  Congress  now  ait,  for  ita  better 


aeeommodation  tbereio-- said  sum  to  be  paid  ottt 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated— and  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the 
appropriation  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  the  inoTer,  and 
by  Messrs.  Qrosvenor,  Gaston,  Wbioht,  and 
Alston  ;  and  opposed  bv  Messrs.  Lewis,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  and  McKim. 
The  debate  was  long  and  warmly  contested  by 
the  affirmative  side  of  the  House. 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  67,  nays  79,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massaehnsetts^ 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbory,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butkr, 
Gannon,  Cilley,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
Duval],  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Oaston,  Geddes,  Golds- 
borbngb,  Grosvenor,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Moseley,  Murfree,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Penni^Ivania,  Rng- 
gles,  Schnreman,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  SUnford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Taggart,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wani 
of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  WUson 
of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter, 
and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
bour, Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Breckenridge,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Clendenin,  Con- 
ard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
bort,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley,  Pisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of 
Virginis,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Ma- 
ryland, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina, LeiTerts,  Levris,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsb^,  Pearson,  -  Pickens, 
Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Rmggold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheflfoy,  Shipherd,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Williams,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  recom<^ 
mitted  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co* 
lumbia,  with  instrnctions  to  prepare  and  report 
to  this  House  amendments  for  concentrating  tho 
public  byildittga,  to  be  erected  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Got* 
ernment. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  65,  nays  78,  as 
follows : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Gannon, 
CiUey,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborough, 
Grosvenor,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
liovett,  Markell,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania,  Ridi,  Ruggles,  Schnreman,  Sharps  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  StanfiMrd, 
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Stockton,  Stroof ,  Taggttit,  Taylor,  Tlioiiip«m,  Vow, 
Ward  of  Mawachosettflj  Ward  of  N«w  Jenay,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  Wiicox,  Wibon  of  Maan€huMtta» 
Wilton  of  Pennsyivania,  and  Wright. 

Natb — Meaers.  Alexander,  Anderson,  ATory,  Bar* 
bour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Bosf^enridge,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Calhoun,  Champion, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Evans, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Flak  of  New  York,  For- 
syth, Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hub- 
bard, Humphreys,  Hungerford,  IngersoU,  Irwin,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker^ 
shaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Leflerls, 
Lewis^  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  MeKIm,  MeLean,  Moore, 
lieboM,  Newton,  Onns^^  Peanon,  Pickans,  Pleaaanls^ 
ffiiea  of  Tennessee,  Rmggold,  Beane,  Sage,  Sefvier, 
Siinfley,  Smith  of  Pemi^Taiua,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
atnart,  Stiuges,  Telfair^  Tnwp^  Udiee,  White,  WiU 
liams^  Wood,  and.  Yanoey* 

Afcer  iDDch  zealous  debate,  the  question  was 
then  taken,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  and  passed  in  the 
affirmBtive — yeas  78,  nays  63,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs,  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barboor,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines» 
Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Calheun,  Championy 
Clendenin,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cnlpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forsytii,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gowdin,  HalU  Harris,  Haahrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins,  Hubbard^  Hongedbrd,  IngersoU,  Jackson  of 
Vbginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kezahaw,  Kilboum,  King;,  of  North  Caro- 
liii%  Lefibrts,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maeon,  MeCoy, 
McKim,  McKee,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton^  Ormsby« 
Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Bhea  of  Tennesaae,  Rieh, 
Binggold,  Roane,  Sa^e,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Ship- 
herd,.  Smith^f  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stnart, 
Stuigea,  Tel&lr,  Troup,  White,  Wood,  and  Yancey» 

Nat* — Messn.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachosetta, 
fiigelowk  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler, 
Cannon,  Cilley,  Cox,  Crouch,  Davenport,  Bavii  of 
Ma«S4,  Desha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Grosvenor,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hulberi, 
Ingham>  Irwin^  Jaokson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetta,  Law,  Lovett,  Mar- 
kell,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Piper,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ruggles, 
Schureman,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
8te«ng»  Taggart.  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massaohusetts,  Waid  of  New  Jersey,  Web- 
ster, Wfaeaton,  WUoox,  WiUiams,  Wilson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Wright. 


Friday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Commiuee  of  Ways  aid 
Means,,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1815 ;  which  was  read  twice^  and  com* 
muted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes,  fromthe  same  committee,  also  re* 
ported  a  bill  making. appropriations  for  the  sup- 
pert  of  the  Military  Establishmenc  for  the  year 
1815 ;  which  was  read  twice^  and-  commiued  to 
aCommiitee  of  the  Whole^ 

^.  Vamcbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Ctatme, 


reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  YancbT)  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  for  horses  lost 
in  the  pablic  service  in  the  Northwestern  army, 
or  in  the  campaigns  under  Gknerels  Jackfton  and 
Floyd,  in  the  present  war ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  McMaster,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McMaster ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Go  motion  of  Mr^  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolotion  saV 
mitied  by  him  yesterday,  to  amend  the  suading 
rales  and  orders  of  the  House)  Mnd  the  same  be- 
ina  a(^Mii  read  aad  amended  waa  agfeed  to^as 
follows,  to  wit: 

Re9oiv9df  That  the  rules  of  this-  House  be  so 
aoModed,  that  officers  who,  by  name,  have  receiv* 
ed,  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  the  thanks  of  Cob* 
gress  for  tfaetr  gallantry  and  good  condtict  dis* 
played  in  the  service  of  their  country,  shall  be 
admitted  to  seats  within  the  hall  of  this  Hoase. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  **  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells  and 
others,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House.  ' 

The  bill  from  the  Senate^  "  to  allow  a  draw* 
back  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  certaia 
goods,  waref,  and  merohaadise,  maoufactAred 
within  the-  United  States,  on  the  exportation 
thereof  to  aay  foreign  port  of  plaee,"  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  CtHBmatteeof  Ways 
and  Meaasi 

An  'engrossed  bill  ia  addition'  to  the.  aat  reg* 
utating  the  Post  Office  BstablisbnMat  waa  read 
the  third  time  and  passed^ 

The  House  then^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ja€K90n  of 
Virginia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  clothing 
the  militia,  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  and,  after  some  debate  thereon,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

UOKEY  LOST  BY  A  PAYMAdTBR. 

Mr.  Yancet,  ffom  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Palmer  Cox, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

That  the  petitioner  is  a  paymaster  to  a  reginieat  of 
New  York  militia  commanded  by  Colonel  Anthony  D* 
Lameter,  and  which,  in  the  month  of  Angnat  last,  waa 
stationed  at  Harlem  HeighU,  in  the  city  of  New  York; 
that  he  had  received  of  the  United  States  several  thon* 
sand  dollars,  to  pay  off  the  militia,  which  he  had  deposi- 
ted in  a  small  trunk  abont  eighteen  inehea  in  length, 
and  which  he  usaally  kept  locked  op  in  a  closet  in  ids 
bed-chamber,  until,  by  indisposition,  he  waa  oonAied 
to  his  bed,  when  he  had  the  same  brought  and 
placed  on  the  floor  of  the  room,  near  the  sMe  of 
his  bed ;  that»  on  the  evening  of  the  81st  oi  Oolaber 
last,  tlie  petitiooer,  and  some  < 
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in  the  room  with  him,  went  to  a  neighboring^  honse  to 
tidce  tea,  leaving  the  trunk  in  the  room  ;  and,  when 
they  retamed,  it  was  gone. 

It  appeara  ftom  the  depoeitiona  of  Maria  and  Sophia 
Gremebaek,  which  were  referred  to  the  oommittee, 
Ihaty  on  the  84th  of  December  laet  they  mw  Ae  trank 
lying  in  the  baehea,  aome  diatance  from  tbeir  father's 
hoaae  on  Harlem  Heights;  and  that,  aa  soon  as  they 
aaw  it,  they  knew  it  at  a  diatance  to  be  the  trunk  of 
thejpelitioner. 

lliey  gave  information  to  their  father,  who  carried 
tbo  trunk  to  his  house,  and  sent  for  a  Mr.  Henry  Post 
to  come  and  open  it,  and  view  its  contents.  He  opened 
the  trunk,  and  found  it  contained  $137  37i,  and  many 
papers  belonging  to  the  petitioner. 

The  petitioner  atates  that  he  had  in  the  trunk,  at 
the  time  it  was  stolen, $3,687.  One  deponent  swears 
that  he  verily  believes  that  sum  was  in  the  trunk  when 
it  waa  taken ;  and  another  states  that,  on  the  evening 
the  trunk  waa  stolen,  he  saw  the  petitioner  count  the 
money,  and,  from  the  appearance  of  the  bundiea  of  the 
biUs,  he  beUevee  there  was  that  amount  The  petitioner 
adka  relief  of  Oongrees. 

The  eommittee  are  ef  epinion  that  to  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  theae  are  aeveral  objeetiona : 

1.  That  the  Joes  of  the  meneyy  and  the  amount 
tiiertof,  are  not  clearly  and  aatisfrwfeorily  shown. 

2.  Thai  the  loas,  if  it  actually  did  take  place,  waa 
lander  such  circnastaiMes  aa  would  conatitnte  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  petitioner. 

8.  That  if  the  money  actually  was  stolen  from  the 
petitioner,  without  any  negligence  on  his  part,  the 
IJaiied  Slatea  would  not  be  liable  for  it.  It  is  believed 
they  should  not  be  oonsidered  the  insurers  of  money  in 
caaes  of  thia  description ;  the  same  principle  has  often 
been  established  at  the  present  and  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. They  therefore  recommend  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution : 

Ruohed^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  allowed. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

.  The  Hou$e,  on  motion  ofMr.  Eppes,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Bregk- 
SNRiDQB  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
isaning  of  Treasury  notes,  i^or  1815. 

The  bill  ww,  en  action  of  Mr.  Bpves,  so 
amended  aa  to  provide  for  iea«ing  Treaaiury  notes 
>to  ftD  «»Mnt  not  axoeediog  lwenty«fi7e<knilUMia 
.'of^ollaas  ;.:ai]eb4>f  ^hejMteafftaAre  ofkaaaaaottnt 
than  one  huodrod  doUsn,  to  he  traMfermUe  by 
delivery,  (witho«tfladoMefii«it,> and  ali  netes^f 
one  hoodred  dolkirs  or  upwards,  lo  b«ar«n  inter- 
est of  five  and  two^fifVbs  per  cent. ;  the  note«  of 
the  first  deserifytion.  in  amounts  of  one  hoodted 
dollars  and  upwards,  to  be  payable  or  redeemfable 
in  public  stock  to  bear  an  interest  of  ei|^t  per 
cent.  \  those  of  the  latter  description  to  be  paya- 
ble or  redeemable  in  public  stock  to  bear  an  inter- 
est of  seven  per  cent. 

The  bill,  as  first  reported,  proposed  an  issue  of 
fifteen  miiiioos  of  notes,  redeemable  in  five  an- 
nual iaatalments  of  three  miUioos  each,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  which 
(he  land  tax  was  pledged.  Connected  with  this 
plan,  WAS  the  intention  to  propose  a  loan  of  twen- 
ty^fire  millions  of  dollars.  The •mendmenta  last 
T9pori«d  by  the  fintnoial  committee,  are  eonAect- 


ed  with  a  proposed  loan  of  fifteen  millions,  thtia 
reversing  the  proportion  of  loan  and  Treasury 
notes  first  proposed. 

It  was  stated  by  Mr.  Eppes,  that  the  committee 
had,  on  farther  consideration,  deemed  a  loan  to 
so  large  an  amount  as  of  questionable  practica- 
bility, and  had  therefore  determined  to  increase 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  proportionably  re* 
doce  the  loan,  and  therefore  proposed  the  amend- 
ments which  were  now  made  to  the  bill. 

The  amendments  having  been  reported  to  the 
House,  were  agreed  to  without  debate  or  oppo- 
sition ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

SUNDAY  MA1L8. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  make  any  alteration  io  the  present  regu- 
lations respeoting  the  transportation  and  opening 
the  mails  on  the  Sabbnth. 

Mr.  Faaaow  moved  toannend  the  report  so  «8 
to  deekre  it  ed:;^(lMiit,  instead  of  tiMsrpsdMMt,  lo 
grmn  t  the  pmyer  of  the  petitioners.  This  mott«n 
was  negatived  without  d«%nte,:ffnd  the  Commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  the  resolution  ODain«nded 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  lav  the 
report  on  the  table ;  which  motion,  after  debate, 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  £iNo  then  moved  to  add  lo  the  end  of  the 
resolution  the  words,  "  during  the  present  war," 
so  as  to  confine  the  resolve  to  the  loeipedieocy 
of  acting  on  the  subject  during  the  present  war. 

This  motion  was  superseded  by  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Jaoksom,  to  postpone  the  further  consideraiioo 
of  the  resolution  mdefioiiely,  with  a  view  to  end 
the  discussion  of  this  subject  for  the  present. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  McKim,  and  others,  and  subse- 
quently withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Kfn^s  mation  was  de- 
eided  in  the  negative.  For  the  motiea  63,  agunat 
it60,aafoUows: 

VaAS-'Measrs.  Baylies  of  Maasadiiaietts,  Bigetow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bveekenvidge,  Biigham,  Butler,  Oham- 
pien,  Oilley ,  CoodiBt,  Oes,  OulpcMr,  J>avenpert,  Bans 
of  Pennsylvania,  Dsrall,  Ely,  Farniw»  Fiodley,  Filk 
of  VesaBent,  Fev8yth»  Hale,  iiendecaen,  Hopkins  of 
Kenteekyt  Hnlbeit,  iaskaen  of  Vitginia,  Kent  of  New 
Yerk»  King  of  Maesaehnsetts,  Law,,  Lewie,  Lovett» 
Lyle,  Markell,  Montgomery,  Moeeley,  Nelson,  Rug- 
glee,  Bchnreman,  Sherwood,  l^iphevd,  Blaymaker, . 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  PennsylTaniB*  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward  of 
Maasachusetto,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bamett,  Bines,  Brown,  Cannon,  Comstocky  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forney,  Oholson,  Glasgow,  Gonrdin, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hunger- 
ford,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  King 
of  North  Caiolina,  Leflerts,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore^  Murfree,  Newton,  Ormeby,  Piekene, 
Pleasante,  Fitter,  Rea  of  Pennsy ivwua,  Shea  of  Ten- 
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Rich,  RioMoUf  Boum,  Sage,  8ener,  81uurp» 
Smith  of  Virgiiiim,  Taimehill,  Taylor,  Udree,  Williama, 
and  Winter. 

Mr.  Stanford  then  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  adding  thereto  the  following:  "so  far 

*  as  respects  the  progress  of  the  mail  and  the  issu- 
'  ing  oiletters  on  the  Sabbath ;  bat  that  the  issuing 

*  of  newspapers  under  the  proper  restrictions  may 
'  be  prohioited;"  which  motion  was  negatired. 

Tne  question  on  concurring  in  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  committee,  was  then  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays.  For  the  report  81,  against  it  41, 
as  follows: 

YkAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Aveir,  Baibonr,  Bamett, 
Bines,  Brown,  Cannon,  Cilley,  Clendenin,  Comstock, 
Conard,  Crawford^  Creighton,  Crouch,  Desha,  Davall, 
Eppee,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Goodwj n,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Htsbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Hamphrers,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Jackscm 
of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Xentudry ,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Ailboum,  lung  of  North  Carolina,  Leffinie, 
Ljfle,  Maeon,  MeCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Murfree^  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormeby,  Pickena, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Bhea 
of  Tennessee,  Ridi,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sener, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Smith 
of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Taliair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  JerMy,  Williams, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Maesachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Champion,  Condict, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Davii  of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Farrow,  Geddes, 
Hale,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  King  of  Massaichusetts^ 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  John  Reed, 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Stenford, 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wharton,  and  Wilcox. 

So  it  was  resolred  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Saturday,  Febraarr  11. 

Mr.  Yanoet.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
rei)orted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
Bridge  Company;  which  waa  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Bppis,  from  the  Committee  of  Wa^s  aud 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  two  resolutions  of 
the  House,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  changing  certain  collection  dis- 
tricts, and  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
eounty  of  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
rania,  made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  John  Rebd^  from  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  to 
compel  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representati  Fes, 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  to  give 
security  for  the  faithful  application  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  contingent  tund  of  the  said  House, 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  read,  and  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Mondfty  next. 

Mr.  Aaston,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 


the  7tfa  instant,  reported  a  bill  coneerainjK  the 
lead  mines  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Calboun  be  appointed  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Clabk,  who  is  absent  on  kare. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbiobt,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe> 
ther  any  regulations  in  the  Army  are  necessary 
to  their  better  accommodation  and  comfort. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Jackson'b  bill  proriding  for  clothing  the  militia 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
amended,  and  ihen  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  issuiag  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815, 
was  read  a  (bird  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  ''giving  further  time  to  complete 
the  surveys  and  obtain  the  patents  for  lands  loca- 
ted under  Virginia  resolution  warrants." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  to  incorpor- 
ate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America,"  in  which  they  ask  the  cob* 
currence  of  this  House. 

INDEMNITY  TO  COLLECTORS. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Wap  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Jeremiah  Hill,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  said  Hill  was  indebted  to  the  United 
States  when  he  left  the  office  of  collector  at  Biddefind. 
He  had  officially  obtained  a  judgment  against  certain 
persons,  for  breaches  of  the  act  of  Congress  laying  sn 
embargo,  and  claimed  one  moiety  of  the  amount  as 
collector.  Before  an^  money  had  been  received  oa 
the  judgment,  he  insisted  on  a  right  of  sst-o^  and  re- 
fused to  pay  the  balance  due  from  him  into  the  Treas- 
ury. The  Comptroller  directed  a  suit  to  be  institnted 
against  him.  It  appears  that  the  marshsl  had  previ- 
ously levied  a  part  of  the  amount  of  the  judgment 
claimed  as  an  off-set  by  Hill ;  and  that,  pending  the 
suit  against  him,  lands  were  sold  by  the  maiahsl  to 
satisfy  the  residue.  When  the  whole  amount  was  re- 
ceived at  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Hill  was  allowed  credit 
for  his  portion  of  the  judgment,  and  the  Comptiotttr 
directed  a  discontinuance  of  the  suit  against  htm,  en 
the  payment  of  costs.    The  petitioner  claims — 

1.  The  costs  incurred  in  prosecutiDg  the  suit  sgainst 
the  persoiu  who  committed  the  breach  of  the  eahargo 
law. 

2.  Reimbursement  in  the  costs  of  the  suit  against 
himself. 

3.  Compensation  for  his  trouble  and  expenses  in 
attending  to  the  two  suits. 

The  defendants  in  the  suit  brought  for  the  breach  of 
the  embsrgo  law  were  liable  for  the  legal  coats  of  that 
suit ;  the  petitioner  was  liable  for  the  coats  of  the 
suit  brought  agaiiist  himself  the  United  States  not 
being  botmd  to  wait  for  the  receipt  of  the  amooBt  of 
the  judgment  which  he  had  obtamed  against  othsn, 
befofe  they  institnted  suit  against  him  for  moMj  re- 
ceived as  collector;  and  it  appears  to  the  committee 
that  the  peiaonal  aendoe  of  the  petitioneni  ir«e  amply 
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nnniiMnted  If  Mm  nMMtj  of  the  penalty  ineuorred. 
The  following  reeolation  is  therefore  eabmitted : 

Xuohedf  Thet  the  pimjer  of  the  petition  oaghi  not 
to  be  grentod. 

PUBLIC  BOABS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  in  addition  to  the 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,"  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  where  it  was  amended  by  striking 
out  "one  hundred  thousand  dollars"  (the  addi- 
tional sum  appropriated)  and  inserting  *Uwenty 
thousand." 

The  question,  on  eoncurring  in  this  amendment, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  stood — for 
the  amendment  62,  against  it  70,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Maisachasetts, 
Bigelow,  Bradbmy,  Breckenridge,  Brightniy  Brown, 
Butler,  Cannon,  Cillej,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crouch, 
Culpeper,  DayenMrt,  Dayis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  cly.  Farrow,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gas- 
ton, Geddes,  Ooldsborough,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kenr,  King  of  Massadinsetts,  Law,  Leflbrts,  Lovett, 
MaikeU,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Roggles,  dchnre- 
man,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Gtuxkaed,  Stock- 
ton, Strong,  Stnart,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  Wihxn^  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Calhoun, 
Clendenin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cox,  Creigh- 
ton,  Cnthbert,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Gholson,  Ghiodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grifl&n, 
Orosvenor,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbronek,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hnbbard,  Hungeribrd, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Mwyiand,  Kershaw,  Kilboam,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Lyie, 
McCoy  ^McKee^  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Mnrfree,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleas- 
ants, Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Vir^ 
ginia,  Telftir,  Troup,  Udree,  White,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania.  Winter)  and  Wright, 

So  the  amendment  was  rejeeted ;  and  thn  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  readmg;  and  was  then 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Monday,  February  13. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '^making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  GN>Ternment,  for 
the  year  1815,"  with  amendments;  in  whieh  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Inoersoll,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  inquiry  into  the  exjie- 
diency  of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  District 
Judge  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  re- 
port unfavorable  to  an  increase  in  this  case,  sepa- 
rate from  the  general  class  of  such  salaries;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  _ 
A  message  from  the  Senate  announcing  the 
passage  of  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  1 


brought  up,  and  the  bill  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Mr.  Gabton  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  a  view  to 
the  amendment  of  its  details,  which  he  pro- 
nounced to  be  incorrect  and  in  many  respecu  im- 
practicable. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fobbtth, 
and  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York,  who  ai^ued  in  favor 
of  the  correctness  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  and 
denied  that  any  other  object  but  delay  would  be 
answered  by  the  proposed  reference. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  yea^  59,  nays  70. 

Mr.  Sharp  them  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
select  committee,  with  the  following  instruc- 
tions: 

1.  To  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  bill  that  allows 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  of  the  capital  of  said  Bank  to 
be  paid  in  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States 
heretofore  created  and  now  in  the  hands  of  stockhold- 
ers; and  then  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  allow  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  the  said  fifteen  millions  on  their  ac- 
count. 

3.  That  all  the  Government  subscriptions  shall  be 
paid  at  five  per  cent,  interest. 

3.  That  the  Government  shall  have  a  number  of 
Directors  in  the  said  Bank  equal  to  the  proportion  it 
may  have  of  the  capital  of  the  Bank;  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

4.  That  BO  long  as  the  Bank  shall  not  be  required 
to  pay  specie  for  its  notes  or  Mils,  or  after  having  com- 
menced paying  of  specie,  shall  firom  any  cause  stop  the 
payment  of  the  same,  the  Government  shall  not  be  re- 
qmred  to  pay  to  the  Bank  a  higher  rate  of  interest  on 
any  loans  to  Government,  either  as  permanent  loans  or 
in  anticipation  of  taxes,  than  four  per  cent. 

6.  That  the  Bank  shall  not  be  allowed  to  sell  or 
tranafor  any  part  of  the  Government  stock  that  it  may 
acquire  by  permanent  loans  to  Government,  until  the 
end  of  one  year  after  the  war. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  S.  made  a  speech 
of  nearly  an  hour  in  length. 

Mr.  FoKSTTH  replied  to  the  principal  points  of 
this  speech  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Sharp  explained. 

Mr.  Oaklst  expressed  himself,  in  a  spoeoh  of 
some  length,  as  favorable  to  some  of  the  objeeta 
of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Shabp,  and  as  preferring 
them  generally  to  the  present  provisions  of  the 
hill. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  in  a  pithy  speech  of  moderate 
length,  expressea  himself  in  favor  of  eommitneat, 
though  friendly  only  to  two  of  the  proposed  ia- 
structions,  viz:  the  reduction  of  the  interest  on 
loans  to  the  Qovernment,  and  striking  out  the 
old  stock.  He  assigned  the  reasons  also  why  the 
plan  of  a  bank  now  before  the  House  did  not 
meet  his  approbation. 

Messrs.  Hawkins,  Wright,  Rhea,  and  For- 
syth, further  opposed  the  commitment,  and 
Messrs.  Oakley,  Bowbn,  and  Gaston,  advoca- 
ted it. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Sharp's  motion  having 
been  divided,  the  question  on  reference  to  a  select 
committee  was  taken  separately  from  the  in- 
structibns  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  commit- 
tee; and— 
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Oq  the  qaestion  of  commitmeiit,  the  vote  stood, 
by  yeas  aod  nays,  for  coEnmitmeot  75,  against  it 
60,  as  follows : 

Teas — Messn.  Bard,  Baylies  of  MaMachoaetts,  Bay- 
ly of  Yirginia,  Btgelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbary, 
Breckenridgey  Brigbatn,  Butler,  Calhoan,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Calpeper,  Cathbert, 
INtYenport,  Davis  of  MassachuseUs,  Duvall,  Efty,  Far- 
vow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Ooldsbwongh,  (Srosrenor,  Hale, 
Hanson,  Hasbroock,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Masa^  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Ijowndes,  Markell,  McKee,  Montgom- 
.617,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pot^ 
ter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ragglcs,  Schureman, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheifey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Blayma- 
ker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Stuiges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetta,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetto,  Winter,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 

3r,  Barbour,  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clen- 
enin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Barle,  fippes,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Fimnklin,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hams,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphrcnrs, 
Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jaekson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mairy- 
land,  Kenr,  Kershaw,  Kilboam,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, LefiiBrts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore^  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roame,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Williams^  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Wright 

Mr.  Qabton  fimn  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
CooMtittee  of  the  Whole;  arbich^wocion  -was 
decided  as  follows:  For  the  ^notian  70,  egaiaat 
it  84. 

Mr.  Sharp  then  moved  to  aiaead  the  bill  by 
atnfciDff  out  so  tnoch  as  allows  the  subscription 
of  stock  heretofore  created. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Dotall, 
.»ad  opposed  by  Messrs^  WaioiiTaDdHvMBHiiSYB ; 
««d  was  negatived  by  yeRsaad  nays.  FoMhe-mo- 
tion  72,  against  it  82^  as  follows : 

Ymas  Jiiuawa.  Baid,  Barnett,  Baylies  0f  Massaokm- 
setts,  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bsad- 
Imiy,  Bieckenridga,  Briglwai,  Batler,  OaUioan,  Cham- 
piaa,  CiUiQr.  Cemr,  Cox,  Crwwlerd,  OulMper,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  MasaachusettSr  DuvaU,  Ely, 
Fanowy  Gaston,  Geddes,  Graevener,  Hale,  Hanson, 
Hasbionck,  Henderson,  Hulbert, .  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  -Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  MariLell,  McKee,  Moseley,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
WilGam  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sehureman,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Storges,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
^sey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
'Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats^^Msssts.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Aveiy, 
Barbour,  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clendenin, 
Comste^  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis 
^^Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Yt.,Fisk 


of  New  Yoik,  Forney,  Peiayth,  FrafdOiii, 
Goldsboiongh,  Goodwyn,  Gooidin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Har- 
ris^ Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hepkiasof  KeBtocky,H«bhard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Inghan,  frwiB, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Onnsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Bmgg^AA^ 
Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  SmUh  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Tannefaill,  Taylor,  Telfoir,  Udree, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Shabp  further  moved  to  amend  the  said 
bill  by  striking  out  of  the  4ih  line  of  the  I2tli 
rule  for  the  regulation  of  that  institation,  the 
word  ^  six,"  and  inserting  in  liea  thereof  the  word 
*'foar."  being  the  maximum  rate  per  centum  per 
anncrm,  at  which  the  said  institution  may  charge 
the  Government  upon  loans. 

And  the  (question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
also  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  74  nays 
77,  as  follows : 

YaAs-^Messfs.  Batd,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Misaachn- 
setts,  Bayly  of  Viigima,  Bigelew,  Bow«i,  Boyd,  Bind- 
bufy,  BrecbsBiidge,  Brfc^iam,  Bntler,  CaUioiHi,  Cban- 
pion,  CiUey,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawfocd,  Calpeper,  Daeeii- 
port,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  £ly,  Fairow,  Gasloo, 
Geddes,  Gold^boroogh,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hansm, 
Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jaekson  of  Rhode  Uand,  KanBi^- 
dy,  Kent  of  New  Yoik,  King  of  Maasaehnsatts,  Law » 
Lawia,  Lovett,  Macon,  MarkeU,  MeKee,  MoeeliQr. 
Nelson,  Oakley,  Peanon,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sduurenaa,  S^p- 
bert.  Sharp,  Sbeflfey,  Sherwood,  Shipheid,  Slaymaksr, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Stn^ 
ges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  «f  Msvsacira- 
setts.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whealen,  White, 
WikQC,  WilsoBof  Hassaehuaetta,  WaBtttr,^Ad  Yaa- 
esy. 

Nats  Messrs,  Alexander,  Alslon,  Andenoo,  Aeeiy , 
Barboar,  Binea,'Biow]i,  OaldweU,  Galhofin^  CJettdenin, 
Comatook,  Condiet,  Conard,  Cc^ton,  Oathbeit,  Dm- 
aiaof  Pemsylaania,  Eppea,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Fenytb>  FmnUwi,  Obotoan, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hanis,  Hasbiouek,  Hawes,  Havrkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentnefc^,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerford, Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilboum,  King  of  'North  Carolina,  Lefierts, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,- M^Oey,  McKim,  OtfoLean,  Moore,  Mur^ 
ftoe/  Newton,  Onmby,  Paiker,  Piokeas,  Piper,  Bleas- 
anta,  ftea  of  Pennaylvaaia,  Rhea  of  Tennnasse,  Rieh, 
RinggoU,  Roaate,  Sa^e,  Sevier,  Smith  «f  Panaaylva- 
nia,  Soiith  of  Vii;ginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylar, 
Telfair,  Udree,  WiUiamay  Wilson  of  Peanigrhrania, 
Weod^^d  WnghL 


TtJEfiDAT,  Pebraary  14. 
Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  W^r.on  the 
petition  of  William  Tatham,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department 
to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  the 
topographical  materials  of  William  Tatham ; 
whi(^  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 
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The  House  resumed  the  eooskieraiioD  of  the 
bill  from  the  Seoate  '*to  iQeorporate  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  Bank  of  the  (Joitea  States  of  Ameri- 
ca :"  Whereupofi,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  )ie  on 
the  table. 

An  eogrossed  bill  re^oirioflr  the  Secretary  of 
the  Seoate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to 
ffive  security  for  the  faithful  application  and  dis- 
barsement  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the  Senate 
and  Houseof  Representatives,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  making  proTision  for  clothing  the  mil- 
itia of  the  United  States  when  called  into  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  bv  the  following  vole,  by 
yeas  and  navs:  For  the  bill  145,  against  ii  none. 

So  the  bill  was  unanimously  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  aaaendmenu  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil  list 
and  miscellaneous  appropriation  bill,  were  read 
and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Coolidgeand 
others,  was  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  granting  a  donation  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  Anthony 
Shane.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend* 
ment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow* 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  **  for  tbe  re- 
lief of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered 
by  earthquakes,"  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concarrence  of  this  House. 


WfiONBaDAT,  February  15. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  make  a  mo- 
tion. Believing,  he  said,  that  the  war  was  about 
to  receive  a  termination,  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  those 
brave  patriots  who,  by  their  exertions,  had  placed 
the  character  of  the  country  so  high  that  we 
should  never  again  be  disturbed  by  any  foreign 
Power,  unless  unhappily  intestine  division  should 
afford  an  opportunity  to  an  enemy,  to  move  the 
following  resolution,  with  a  view  to  redeem  the 
national  pledge  to  those  who  had  enlisted  under 
the  banners  of  their  country  to  defend  its  soil 
aad  enforce  its  rights.    He  therefore  moved--- 

**That  a  eommittee  be  appointed  to  iaquiieiato  the 
expsdien<7  of  laying  off  as  much  of  the  publie  lands 
as  shall  bo  neosssary  toeatisfy  the  claims  of  the  Armv 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  fixing  the  location  thereo^^* 
^  Mr.  W.  said  he  should  not  press  the  considera- 
tion of  this  motion  to-day,  but  call  for  it  on  some 
future  day. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution,  which,  he  said, 
would  speak  for  itself,  and  preclude  the  necessity 
of  any  elucidatory  remarks : 

lUtohred^  That  the  Pnsident  of  the  United  States 
be  veqnested  tocanse  to  be  laid  before thbReosa such 
ISth  Coy.  3d  Sxss.— 37 


information  as  he  shall  deem  necessary  to  be  commu- 
nicated, touching  the  state  of  the  relations  existing 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Barbaiy  Powers." 

The  resolution  was  agreecj  to  nem.  eon»^  and  a 
eommittee  appointed  to  lay  it  before  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  favorable  to  the  petition  of  Solomon  Fra- 
zer  and  Mary  Eccleston,  was  agreed  to  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill. 

The  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Spiiggs; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yanobt,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  fqr  the  relief  of  James  Savage  and  oth- 
ers; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Law,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
petition  of  Anthony  B.  Ross,  reported  a  bill  ao- 
thorizing  the  release  of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from 
imprisonment;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ''for  the  relief  of  the  inhabiunts  of  the  late 
county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territo- 
ry," was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Orderedj  That  the  engrossed  bill  granting  a 
donation  ot'  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  to  Anthony  Shane,  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
PioKBRtNO,  McKbe,  and  MoKim. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Cool- 
idgeand James  Born  ham,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  '< giv- 
ing further  time  to  complete  the  surveys  and  ob- 
tain the  patents  for  lands  located  under  Virginia 
resolution  warrants"  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army 
by  classifying  the  free  male  population  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  *<for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others;"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  resolutions  of  the 
following  titles: 

*'  ExpressiTe  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major 
General  Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  bis  command, 
for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of 
NewOrieans;" 

^  Bx  press! ve  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Con- 
gress of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  Commodore 
D.  T.  Patterson,  and  Major  D.  Carmick,  and  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  under  their  eammaad. 
In  the  dafonoe  of  New  Orleana;"  and 


1166 


mS70RT  Of  00NORSB8. 


1166 


H.  Of  R. 


Defence  of  Ato  OrUam. 


FMftUAaT,1815. 


**  ExprMnve  of  the  higli  sense  entertained  by  Con- 
gress of  the  patriotisni  and  good  condnct  of  the  people 
of  Louisiana  and  of  New  Orleans,  daring  the  late  mil- 
itaiy  operations  before  that  city ;''  in  which  soveral 
resolutions  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  remainder  of  (he  day  was  spent  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  fix  the  com- 
pensations and  increase  the  responsibility  of  the 
collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  the  col- 
lection thereof.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  16. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Bowie 
md  Kurtz,  and  others,  late  of  the  ship  Allegheny, 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  resolutions  from  the  Benate  expressive  of 
the  high  sease  of  Congress  of  the  gaUaBtry  and 
#ood  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Patterson  and 
Major  Carmick,  and  the  oflicers  and  men  uftder 
their  command  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
were  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  resolution  was  received  from  the  Senate  for 
the  appointmeat  of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  oaasing  the  Chambers,  at 
present  occupied  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
or  others  in  the  same  building,  to  be  altered  and 
fitted  up  for  their  better  accommodation. 

DEFENCE  OF  NEVV^  ORLEANS. 

The  resoltttiotts  from  the  Senate  expressiFe  of 
the  thanks  of  Conj^reas  to  General  Jackson  and 
the  troops  under  buscommand,  for  their  gallantry 
in  defence  of  New  Orleans,  were  twice  read  and 
amended. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  these  and  the  sub- 
eeauent  resoives  to  a  third  readings 

Mr.  Tbodp,  of  Georgia,  said,  that  he  congratu- 
lated the  House  on  the  return  of  peace ;  if  ihe 
peace  be  honorable,  he  might  be  permitted  to 
congratulate  the  House  on  the  glorioas  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  He  might  be  permitted  to  con- 
gratulate them  on  the  glorious  termination  of  tlie 
most  glorious  war  ever  waged  by  any  people.  To 
the  glory  of  it  General  Jackson  and  his  gallant 
^rmy  have  contributed  not  a  little.  I  caaaot, 
sir,  perhaps  language  cannot,  do  justice  to  the  mer- 
ita  of  General  Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  his 
command,  or  to  the  sensibilitv  of  the  House,  I 
will  tbereifore  forbear  to  trouble  the  House  with 
the  usual  prefatory  remarks ;  it  is  a  fit  subject  for 
the  genius  of  Homer.  But  there  was  a  spectacle 
connected  with  this  subject  upon  which  the  liu- 
man  mind  would  delight  to  dwell — upon  which 
the  human  mind  could  not  fail  to  dwell  with 
peculiar  pride  and  exultation.  It  was  the  yeo- 
men of  the  country  marching  to  the  defence 
of  the  city  of  Orleans,  leaving  their  wives,  and 
children,  and  firesides,  at  a  moment's  warning. 
On  the  one  side,  committing  themselves  to  the 
bosom  of  the  mother  of  rivers ;  on  the  other,  ta- 
king the  route  of  the  trackless  and  savage  wilder- 
ness for  hundreds  of  miles.  Meeting  at  the  plaoe 


of  rendezvons^seekittg,  atlncktng,  and  beating 
the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle — repulsinff  three 
desperate  assaults  with  great  loss  to  him— killing, 
wounding,  and  capturing  more  than  fonr  thoa- 
sand  of  his  force — and  finally  compelling  him  to 
fly,  precipitately,  the  ooaatry  he  had  boldly  in- 
vaded. The  farmers  of  the  country  triumphantly 
victorious  over  the  conquerors  of  the  conquerors  of 
Europe.  ^*  I  came,  I  saw,  I  conquered,"  says  the 
American  husbandman,  fresh  from  bis  ploogb. 
The  proud  veteran  who  triumphod  in  Spain,  and 
carried  terror  into  the  warlike  population  of 
France,  was  humbled  beneath  the  power  of  my 
arm.  The  God  of  Battles  and  of  Righteonaaeas 
took  part  with  the  defendora  of  their  country,  and 
the  foe  was  scattered  before  us  as  chaff  before  the 
wind.  It  is,  indeed,  a  fit  subject  for  the  geaios 
of  Homer,  of  Ossian,  or  Milton. 

That  militia  should  be  beaten  by  militia  is  of 
natural  and  ordinary  occnrrence;  tbat  regular 
troops  should  be  beaten  by  militia  is  net  witboat 
example ;  the  examples  are  as  numeroiu,  or  mote 
numerous,  in  our  own  country,  than  in  any  other; 
but  that  regular  troops,  the  best  diaoipUned  and 
most  veteran  d*  Europe,  should  be  beaten  by  un- 
disciplined militia  with  the  disproportionate  leas 
of  a  hundred  to  one,  is,  to  use  taolaafoaga  of  the 
oommandiag  General,  almost  ineiedihle.  Tlia 
dispartt]r  of  the  loss,  the  equality  of  fbree^  the  dif* 
ference  in  the  character  of  the  force,  ail  combine 
to  render  the  battle  of  the  eighth  of  January  at 
once  the  most  brilliant  and  eactraordinary  of  mod- 
ern times.  Nothing  can  account  for  it  bat  the 
rare  merits  of  the  commanding  Gieneml,  and  the 
rare  patriotism  and  military  ardor  of  the  troops 
under  his  eommand. 

Glorious,  sir,  as  are  these  events  to  the  Amer- 
ican arms,  honorable  as  they  are  to  the  American 
character,  they  are  not  more  glorious  and  honor- 
able than  are  the  immediate  consequences  full  of 
usefulness  to  the  country.  If  the  war  had  con- 
tinued, tke  men  of  the  country  wooid  have  been 
inspired  with  a  noble  ardor  and  a  generous  emu- 
lation in  defence  of  the  country ;  they  would  have 
struck  terror  into  the  invader,  and  given  confi- 
dence to  the  invaded.  Europe  has  seen  that,  to 
be  formidable  on  the  ocean,  we  need  but  will  iL 
Europe  will  see  that,  to  be  invincible  on  land,  it 
is  only  necessary  that  we  judicioualy  employ  the 
means  which  God  and  Nature  have  bountifully 
placed  at  our  dispoaah  The  men  «f  Europe^  bred 
in  oamps,  trained  to  war,  with  all  the  aeaeaee  and 
all  the  experience  of  modern  war,  are  not  a  mai^ 
for  the  men  of  Amerioa  taken  fr^om  the  eioset, 
the  bar,  theconrt-^ttse^iand  ihe  fUoogh.  U^  air, 
it  be  fardenahle  at  any  time  to  iadiilge  theae  aenti- 
menUiand  fedtngs,  it  may  be  deemed  pardonable 
on  the  present  occasion, 

I  think  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  defective; 
it  does  not  record  the  prominent  fact  which,  more 
than  any  other,  contributes  to  the  hrilliancy  ot 
General  Jackson's  triumph — the  fact  that  the  tri- 
umph was  the  triumph  of  militia  over  legnlar 
troops ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  so  worded,  that 
strangers  or  posterity,  deriving  their  knowledge 
from  the  raeocd  itaelf,  wauld  he  led  to  believe  that 
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the  regular  troops  cooscitated  tke  principal  force, 
aod  that  the  militia  was  only  auxiliary.  If  the 
House  should  consider  the  defect  as  important,  I 
would  moFe  to  amend  the  resolution. 

Mr.  RoBBRTSON  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  representing  alone  on  this  floor 
an  interesting  part  of  our  country,  saved  by  he- 
roism unmatched  from  horrors  which  cannot  be 
described,  I  shall  be  excused  for  expressing  my 
admiration  of  General  Jackson,  bis  ffreat  achieve- 
ments, and  the  splendid  battles  which  we  now 
commemorate. 

Permit  me  too,  sir,  to  avail  myself  of  this  oc- 
casion to  pour  forth  the  gratitude  with  which  1 
am  impressed,  not  only  for  the  protection  of  Lou- 
isiana, but  for  the  opportunity  which  has  been 
afibrded  her  citizens  of  displaying  a  zeal,  a  patri- 
otism, and  an  unanimity,  which  command  the 
apf  lause  of  an  admiring  oatioa. 

Scarce  three  months  are  past:  since  a. mighty 
armada,  with  troop  accustomed  to  viotory,  the 
w«ll  fleshed  myrmidons  of  sanguinary  European 
wars,  with  others  eolleeted  in  the  TfVest  India 
Islands,  from  their  dsserAption  intended  to  produce 
tersor^led  on  by  chiefs  whose  fame  had  filled  the 
mi  verse,  directed  its  coarse  across  the  Atlantic 
with  a  view  to  desolate  a  distant  portion  of  our 
fountry.  They  calculated  on  an  easy  conquest ; 
never  were  hopes  more  eonfident— never  wete 
liopes  more  efiectually  blasted. 

Fursuiog  their  insidious  system,  they  issued 
proclamations  and  sent  forth  emissaries,  to  corrupt 
the  unwary,  and  excite  disaffection.  T hey  offered 
to  those  who  should  be  weak  enough  to  confide 
in  their  perfidious  promises, protection  and  liberty 
under  a  British  constitution.  Insolent  thought  I 
To  whom  were  those  offers  addressed?  To 
Americans,  who  themselves,  or  whose  fathers  had 
OBoe  before  chased  them  from  their  shores  cov- 
.ered  with  disgrace  and  overwhelmed  with  dis- 
na^r*  To  whom  were  they  addressed  7  To  the 
natives  of  Louisiana — to  Frenchmen,  and  their 
descendants.  The  English  dared  to  speak  to 
them  of  peace  and  fraternity,  holding  in  their 
hand  a  sword  reeking,  as  it  had  reeked  for  eentu- 
ms,  with  the  blood  of  Frenchmen. 

Hasty  levies  of  half-armed  undisciplined  militia, 
from  the  interior  of  our  vast  continent,  from  the 
banks  of  the  Tennessee,  the  Cumberland,  and  the 
.Ohio,  traversing  wide  and  trackless  regions,  pre- 
cipitate themselves  to  the  scene  of  eoofiict,  reso- 
lote  to  defend  their  distant  brethren  from  the  dan- 
gers with  which  they  were  menaced.  There  the 
hardy  sons  of  the  West,  with  the  yeomanry  of 
the  adjacent  territory  and  the  invaded  State,  with 
a  handful  of  regulars  and  a  few  armed  vessels^ 
constituted  that  force  from  which  the  tremendous 
armament  of  oar  enemy  was  to  experience  the 
most  signal  overthrow  the  world  has  ever  wit- 
nessed. But  Jackson  was  their  leader,  and  though 
inexpert  in  scientific  warfare,  they  were  anima- 
ted by  something  more  valuable  than  discipline, 
more  irresistible  than  all  the  energy  which  mere 
machinery  can  display  $  they  were  animated  by 
patriotism — by  that  holy  enthusiasm  which  sur- 
mounie  all  diffieultiea  and  points  the  way  xo  tri- 


umph. Happy  if  a  parallel  to  their  conduct  may 
be  found,  it  roustbe  looked  for  in  the  achievements 
of  those  who  like  themselves  fought  for  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country.  History  records,  to  the 
consolation  of  freemen,  that  the  Poles,  unarmed 
and  ignorant  of  tactics,  beat  the  veteran  troops  of 
Frederick  and  Catharine  in  many  pitched  battles, 
never  less  than  three  times  their  numbers — but 
their  leader  was  Kosciusko.  In  the  early  stages 
of  the  revolution,  the  peasantry  of  France,  under 
Custine  and  Damourier,  repulsed  from  their  soil 
the  disciplined  thousands  oi  the  Duke  of  Bruns« 
wick ;  but  it  was  not  the  Poles,  nor  the  French- 
men-^it  was  love  of  country — it  was  the  cause. 

Foiled  in  their  attempt  to  disseminate  distrust 
and  treachery,  they  now  prepared  to  take  by  force 
what  fraud  had  failed  to  secure. 

The  defence  of  Fort  Bowyer,the  battle  of  their 
hundred  well  manned  barges,  with  five  of  our 
gunboats,  were  a  foretaste  of  what  they  were  furr 
ther  to  expecu  But,  flushed  with  thoughts  of  the 
full  fruition  of  their  hopes,  they  pushed  forward  to 
seize  the  prize  jusi  presented  to  their  grasp.  They 
passed  unseen  through  narrow  defilss  and  deep 
morasses;  evaded  the  natural  defence  of  the 
State,  and  found  themselves  quietly  posted  on  the 
fertile  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  in  full  view  of  the 
alluring  metropolis  of  Louisiana,  where  they  had 
been  promised  plunder  without  check  and  riot 
without  restraint. 

Among  the  wonderful  occurrences  of  that  event- 
ful period,  the  simultaneous  arrival  at  the  same 
distant  point  of  the  brave  defenders  of  their  coun- 
try and  the  daring  invader,  cannot  be  considered 
less  miraculous.  Confident  in  its  strength,  and 
contemptuous  of  its  foe,  the  veteran  army  was 
unprepared  for  the  reception  that  awaited  it.  Sud- 
denly and  fiercely  attacked,  panic  struck  at  the 
unlocked  for  blow,  they  were  defeated  b^  half 
their  number  of  raw  American  troops.  This  was 
conclusive.  Their  sobseouent  conduct  exhibited 
little  else  than  a  tissue  of  blunders  and  misfbr- 
tunes,  or  of  courageous  efforts  which  recoiled  with 
ruin  on  themselves. 

At  length  the  time  arrived  which  was  to  wit- 
ness the  most  extraordinary  event  recorded  in 
military  annals.  On  the  8th  of  January,  a  day 
destined  to  form  an  era  in  history,  this  army  of 
invincibles,  led  on  by  gallant,  chiefs,  advanced  to 
the  charge  with  firm  step«  according  to  methods 
most  approved — trenches  hastily  thrown  up,  de- 
fended by  what  they  considered  a  mob,  a  vaga- 
bond militia,  promised  an  enterprise  destitute 
alike  of  hazard  and  of  honor.  They  were  met  by 
an  incessant  aod  murderous  discharge  of  mus- 
ketry and  artillery,  the  whole  line  was  a  contin- 
ued sheet  of  fire;  intftepidity  stood  appalled— 'their 
Gkneral  slain— the  ditch  filled— the  field  strewed 
with  the  dying  and  the  dead — a  miserable  rem- 
nant of  their  thousands  fled  back  to  their  en  trench- 
menu.  The  battle  closed,  a  battle  whose  char- 
acter, from  the  nature  of  the  troops  engaged  and 
the  disparity  of  loss,  is  the  most  wonderful,  whose 
effects  are  as  important  as  any  that  was  ever 
fought.  And  now  we  are  invited  to  the  contem- 
plation of  a  seeae  which  reflects  immortal  honor 
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on  the  iDbabitants  of  New  Orleans,  and,  by  con- 
trast, eternal  shame  on  the  enetnf. 

The  dead  were  interred,  the  agonies  of  the  dy- 
ing assuaged,  the  wounded  relieved ;  that  prop- 
erty which  was  to  have  been  given  up  to  plunder 
was  willingly  yielded  to  their  wants,  and  the  very 
individuals,  the  marked  victims  of  their  licen- 
tiousness, vied  with  each  other  in  extending  to 
them  every  proof  of  tenderness  and  humanity. 

It  was  my  intention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have  ad- 
verted to  the  manner  in  which  the  English  have 
carried  on  their  war,  particularly  to  their  views  in 
regard  to  New  Orleans,  but  peace  is  this  moment 
announced ;  I  do  not  wish  to  mar  the  feelings 
which  belong  to  it ;  if  I  cannot  forget  their  atro- 
cities, I  disdain  to  triumph  over  a  disffraced  and 
fallen  foe.  Whilst  resuming  my  seat  itake  much 
aatistaction  in  doing  justice  to  the  indefatigable 
exertions  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Prom  the 
.time  of  his  taking  charge  of  that  Department, and 
of  being  apprized  of  the  danger  which  threatened 
Loui>iana.  no  efforts  were  spared^  no  applications 
unattended  to,  which  had  for  their  object  the  pro^ 
tection  of  that  State. 

Mr.  Inqbrboll  said  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  that 
these  resolutions  require  any  amendment.  I  am 
persuaded,  however,  that  their  final  pass^age  will 
be  unanimous.  The  House  will  excuse  me,  I 
hope,  if  I  indulge  myself  in  a  few  observations  on 
this  occasion.  I  speak  impromptu,  sir,  without, 
premeditation — I  have  found  it  impossible  to 
think— I  have  been  able  only  to  feel  these  last 
three  days.  The  unexpected,  the  grateful  ter- 
mination of  the  glorious  struggle  we  have  just 
concluded,  is  calculated  to  excite  emotions  such 
as  can  be  understood  by  those  only  who  can  feel 
them.  For  the  first  time  during  this  long,  arduous 
and  trying  session;  we  can  all  feel  alike — we  are 
all  of  one  mind — all  hearts  leap  to  the  embraces 
of  each  other.  Such  a  spectacle  as  that  now  ex- 
hibited by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  was  never 
presented  to  the  world  before.  While  the  Senate 
are  ratifying  a  treaty  of  peace,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives are  voting  heartfelt  thanks  to  those 
noble  patriots,  those  gallant  citizen  soldiers  who 
have  crowned  that  peace  with  imperishable  lustre. 
The  terms  of  the  treaty  are  yet  unknown  to  us. 
But  the  victory  at  Orleans  has  rendered  them 
fflorious  and  honorable,  be  they  what  they  may. 
They  must  be  honorable  under  such  a  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  Those  Commissioners  who  have 
afforded  us  such  signal  credentials  of  their  firm- 
ness heretofore,  caunot  possibly  have  swerved. 
The  Government  has  not  betrayed  its  trust.  The 
nation  now  cannot  be  discredited.  It  has  done 
its  duty,  and  is  above  disgrace.  Within  five  and 
thirty  years  of  our  national  existence,  we  have 
achieved  a  second  acknowledgment  of  our  na- 
tional sovereignty,  lu  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion we  had  allies — in  arms^reinforcements  from 
abroad  on  our  own  soil — and  the  wishes;  of  all 
Europe  on  our  side.  But  in  this  late  conflict  we 
stood  single-handed.  Nut  an  auxiliary  to  support 
us^— not  a  bosom  in  Europe  that  dared  beat  in  our 
behaif-^DOt  one  but  what  was  constrained  to  stifle 


its  hopes,  if  it  entertained  any  in  our  favor.  The 
treaty  signed  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  last  May 
placed  us  in  a  situation  of  the  utmost  emergency. 
England  had  triumphed  over  France — and  she 
turned  upon  us  with  her  hands  full  of  the  imple- 
ments of  destruction — her  heart  almost  bursting 
with  vengeance^  and  fury — malediction  in  her 
manifestoes,  subjugation  on  her  sword.  We  have 
already  voted  thanks  to  those  heroes  of  the  North 
who,  in  Canada,  faced  and  broke  the  spell  of  Eng- 
lish invincibility.  From  the  North  the  tempest 
rolled  on  to  this  neighborhood :  And  it  was  ia 
the  midst  of  the  ruins— the  cinders— of  this  Cap- 
ital, which  became  the  momentary  prize  of  a  suc- 
cessful incursion — it  was  at  a  period  the  most 
awful,  under  difficulties  the  most  appalliac,  that  pre* 
parations  were  made  to  meet  the  final,  the  concen- 
trated onset  at  New  Orleans — the  most  remote,  the 
weakest  pointof  our  teftitories— the  most  ruloera- 
ble— the  hardest  to  hold,  and  the  hardest  to  regain, 
if  once  lost  For  the  capture  of  that  city  a  most 
formidable  force  was  embodied.  All  the  disposable 
troops  to  be  spared  by  England  from  Europe,  the 
detachments  scattered  along  our  coasts,  all  the 
garrisons  and  troops  that  could  be  collected  from 
the  West  India  islands,  were  concentrated  for 
this  last  and  grand  object.  The  gallant  and  gen- 
erous inhabitants  of  the  West  flew  to  arms.  It 
was  not  their  firesides  they  had  to  defend.  It 
was  in  maiw  cases  more  than  a  thousand,  in  all 
more  than  five  hundred  miles  from  home  they 
were  to  seek  the  scene  of  their  exploits.  They 
went  with  an  immortalizing  alacrity  of  patriotism. 
Every  man  of  them  is  entitled  to  a  panegyric. 
There  is  no  distinction  but  that  of  rank  to  be 
made  between  them  and  their  wary,  their  con- 
summate commander.  Hardly  arrived  in  New 
Orleans  when  the  enemy  appeared,  they  instantly 
attacked  him— and  in  the  night  time.  The  result 
of  this  immediate  intrepidity  was  their  striking  a 
salutary  respect  into  the  invaders.  Tbecooquer- 
ors  of  Europe  sent  the  flower  of  their  armies,  un- 
der the  most  eminent  of  their  commanders,  on 
this  expedition.  On  the  28th  December  and  the 
1st  of  January,  attempts  were  made  to  carry 
the  American  lines — but  without  soecesa,  with- 
out impression.  Finding  that  their  men  had 
learned  a  reluctance  to  attack  from  these  experi- 
ments, the  British  officers,  on  the  memorable  8th, 
threw  themselves  into  the  front  and  led  on  to  the 
charge.  It  is  this  that  alone  can  account  for  the 
enormous  effusion  of  officers'  blood.  Not  ref yiog 
on  the  example  thus  set,  they  added  moreover 
those  enticements  which,  at  Badajoz  and  St.  Se- 
bastians, had  seduced  thesoldiers  tosuecess.  They 
offered  beauty  and  booty— in  other  words,  rape 
and  rapine,  as  the  reward  of  victory.  Thas  led 
and  thus  invited,  the  Britis>h  army  made  its  storm. 
Their  discomfiture  is  without  example.  Never 
was  there  such  a  disparity  of  loss.  With  the 
tidings  of  this  triumph  from  the  South,  to  have 
peace  from  the  East,  is  such  a  fullness  of  gratifi- 
cation as  must  overflow  all  hearts  with  gratitode 
to  the  Qiver  of  all  good — to  that  Being  who  hfts 
saved  us  from  the  enemy,  who  has  saved  us  from 
all  harms.    Not  to  be  grateful  vmmld  he  impioiis*> 
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BOt  to  trimopb,  cold  and  cborlish  indeed.  Bng- 
laDd  baa  conquered  Europe.  In  the  midst  of  her 
conquests  she  is  discontented  and  unhappy.  Eu- 
rope, reiiered  from  French  dominion,  is  already 
enUaved  afresh,  cruelly  ensIaTed.  Poland,  the 
richest,  finest  country  on  that  Continent,  with  a 
population  romantically  free  and  patriotic,  is  an- 
Bczed  to  Russia.  After  fighting  the  battles  of 
France  for  the  pay  of  emancipation,  Poland  falb 
under  the  Russian  yoke.  Saxony,  one  of  the 
most  ancient  and  repectable  of  the  sovereignties 
of  Europe,  is  subjoined  as  a  province  to  Prussia, 
the  most  recent,  the  roost  despicable  of  all  the 
European  powers — a  Kingdom  which  found  a 
transient  consequence  in  the  genius  of  the  great 
Frederick,  which  never  can  be  considerable  with- 
out such  a  genius  to  sustain  it.  The  Italians  are 
torn  from  their  homes  to  serve  in  Austrian  armies. 
Norway  dislocated  from  Denmark  to  be  forced 
into  the  arms  of  Sweden — France  is  unsettled — 
Spain  convulsed— Holland  swelled  into  an  ephe- 
meral magnitude.  What  a  contrast  with  this 
happy,  thriving,  blessed  country  I  Who  does  not 
rejoice  that  he  is  not  an  European  I  Who  is  not 
proud  to  feel  himself  an  American«-.>our  wrongs 
revenged— our  rights  recognised  1  For  I  repeat, 
that  no  matter  what  the  terms  of  the  treaty  may 
be,  the  efifectsof  this  war  must  be  permanently 
prosperous  and  honorable.  The  catastrophe  at 
Orleans  has  fixed  an  impress,  has  sealed,  has  conse- 
crated the  compact  beyond  the  powers  of  parch- 
ment and  diplomacy.  At  sea  a  tide  of  triumphs — 
by  land  a  Continent  on  which  the  enemy  could 
gain  no  foothold.  Your  Navy  transcendant  in 
achievements— your  Army  at  length  equalling 
your  Navy.  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  richest  Kingdom 
in  Europe  I  would  not  exchange  my  American 
citizenship — for  the  most  opulent  endowment  I 
would  not  surrender  the  delight  which  I  derive 
from  the  feelings  of  this  momenL  Let  us  then 
pass,  let  us  vote  by  acclamation,  the  thanks  of 
Con|;re88  to  Gh?neral  Jackson  and  his  companions 
in  victory. 

I  cannot  resume  my  seat,  sir,  without  a  word 
of  merited  eulogium  on  an  individual  not  com- 
prehended in  these  resolutions,  but  to  whom  the 
nation  is  greatly  indebted  for  this  success.  I  mean 
the  pre>ent  Secretary  at  War.  From  the  monu- 
mental dilapidations  of  this  Capital,  with  enemies 
to  provide  against  on  all  quarters,  those  arrange- 
ments were  made  and  those  aids  afforded  by  the 
Government  which  mainly  contributed  to  the 
glorious  result  at  Orleans.  Jackson,  to  be  sure, 
and  bis  cohort  banded  together  from  all  regions 
by  his  power I'ul  ascendency,  were  the  executors — 
but  the  able  and  honest  statesman,  who  now  holds 
the  War  Department,  was  the  author  and  origi- 
nator of  the  preparations.  Let  us  therefore— I 
hope  all  will  agree  to  it — let  ut  consider  him  too 
in  our  applause. 

The  resolutions  from  the  Senate  expressive  of 
the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the 
patriotism  and  good  conduct  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana  and  New  Orleans  during  the  late  mill- 
tarv  operations  before  that  city,  were  twice  read 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Mr.  RofeBBTSON  said  he  was  prevented  from 
taking  any  part  in  regard  to  them,  by  feelinn 
that  would  be  properly  appreciated.  He  would 
content  himself  with  expressing  the  high  sense 
he  entertained  of  the  very  complimentary  terms 
in  which  his  constituents  were  mentioned.  If 
suspicions  had  heretofore  been  indulged  in,  derog- 
atory to  the  history  of  Louisiana,  they  would  no 
longer  exjst.  If  cold  calculations  had  been  made 
of  her  value  and  importance  in  the  Union,  they 
would  no  more  be  beard. 

COMPENSATION  TO  COLLECTORS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Comroilteif^f  the  whole 
House  to  the  bill  to  fix  the  compensations  and  in- 
crease the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  collection  thereof. 

The  said  amendments  being  read,  and  that  to 
the  first  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Eppes  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by  striking  out 
the  word  '*  three,''  beinff  the  rate  per  centum  of 
the  compensation  to  collectors,  upon  all  moneys 
not  exceeding  $50,000  accounted  for,  and  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  between  the  first  day  of  Julyj 
1815,  and  the  first  day  of  Januarv,  1816,  and  in- 
serting the  words  four  and  a  half." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  81,  nays  fiS,  at 
follows : 

Yx AS— Messrs.  Alazandert  Alston,  Anderson,  Av« 
eiy,  Barbour,  Bmrd,  Bsmet^  Bines,  Brown,  Bntler, 
Caperlon,  Calhoun,  Cloplon,  Comstock,  Condiet,  0»> 
nard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cnthbert,  Desha» 
DnviOl,  Earls,  Eppcs,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Flak 
of  New. York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Oholson, 
Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Oonrdin,  Griffith  Hall,  Hansoap 
Harris,  Hasbroock,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentnekyt 
Hubbard,  Humphrevs,  Ingham»  Jackson  of  Virginia* 
Johnson  of  Kantncky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryhuidy 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  Leflerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Me- 
Coy,  MeLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rem  of  PennsyUanis,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  8age» 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn^lvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Tsnnehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bavlies  of  Massachusetts  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clendenin,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  £ly. 
Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenory 
Hale,  Hmwes,  Henderson,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetu,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee, 
Moseley,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Shefiey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
ford, StodLlon,  Stuart,  Storges,  Taggart,  Thompson, 
Vose.  Ward  of  Massaohnsetu,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Msssaohu- 
setts. 

Mr.  Stanpobo  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
amendment  to  the  first  section,  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  no  collector  in  any  dtj  shall  receive 
a  greater  compensation  than  f  9^000,  nor  any  cottector 
in  the  conntiy  flMre  than  $%fiOO. 
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Mr.  Fmk,  of  New  York,  moved  to  around  the 
said  proTiso,  by  striking^  out  the  word  ^  five,"  ia 
the  maximum  of  the  compensation  to  a  city  col- 
lector, and  iosertiss^,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  word 
''eight.''  And  the  qaestion  being  taken  thereon, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  2,  nays 
131,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Fisk  of  Nevr  Yeik,  and  Ingkanu 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbonr,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  MsssachnsetU,  Big- 
elow.  Bines,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Bieokenridgey 
Brigham,  Bntler,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Cilley, 
Clendenin,  Clopton,  Comse»ck,  Conwd,  Cooper,  Coz, 
Crawford,  Cnlpeper,  Cnthberl,  Davenport,  i)avis  of 
Pennsylvania,  I)«sha>  Dn^all,  Earie,  Bly,  Eppes,  Ev- 
ans, Farrow,  FiniOey,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaslon, 
Geddes,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough,  Goodwyn, 
Qonidin,  Griffin,  Grosveaor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Har- 
ris, Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Humphreys^  Hungerford,  Hulbert, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilbourn* 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law, 
Leoert%  Lewifl»  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maoun,  Mar- 
kell,  McKee,  McKim,  Moore,  Moscdey,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania^  Bkea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Rnggles,  Sage,  Bchureman,  Sevier, 
Saybert,  Shwp^  Sherwood,  Shiphevd,  Slaymaker,  Smith 
of  Fsan^bania,  Snutk  of  V  irgiaia,  Sunlbrd,  Sturge% 
Taggart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfidr,  Thompson,  Tronp^ 
lUtee,  yose»  Ward  of  MssssehiMrtts,  Wasd  of  New 
Jeaey,  Wheauai,  White,  Wiksoz,  Wilson  of  MaM*- 
dwseHs,  Wikmaof  Pettluylvaiuat  Wood,  Wngli^aBd 
Y««eey. 

Ifluah  dabate  oeonrrinf  on  the  propoakiott,  it 
waa  withdfvwH  by  Mr.  Stawtowi^}  and  the 
Bavae  ad  joimiei* 

FsiOAVj  February  17. 

Mr.  McKaa,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub* 
lie  Laadsj  reported  a  bill  suppleraeiital  to  the  acc 
entitled  "An  aet  for  the  fiaal  adjustment  of  land 
titles  ia  the  State  of  Looisians,  «od  Territory  of 
liissonri,"  approved  the  12th  of  April,  1814; 
whieh  was  read,  and  eofntttttad  to  a  Coaifmitteo 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PicKBHiit«,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  eoramitted  the  bill  granting  a  donation  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acrss  of  land  to  An- 
thony Shan«,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  aird  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  give  further  time 
to  complete  surveys  and  locate  patents  for  lands 
granted  under  Virginia  resolution  warrants,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  lay  a  direct  lax  on  tfaa 
District  of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third  time,  with- 
out debate,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob^  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a 
distriot  attorney  and  marshal  for  the  Northern 
District  of  the  State  of  New  Yotk. 


The  rasolotton  frooi  the  Seoate  for  the  ai^ 
poiatment  of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire  tata 
the  expediencT  of  caoaiog  the  Chambers  at  ptea- 
ent  occupied  by  tJie  two  Houses  of  Coagren,  or 
others  in  the  same  building,  to  be  altered  and 
fitted  up  for  their  better  acoommodation,  waa 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House ;  and  Mr.  Law- 
la,  Ibir.  Macov.  and  llr.  Ejiht,  of  Manrland.  ware 
appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edwmfd 
Hallowell.  The  bill  was  reported  without  aawad* 
meat,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

Mr.  Jaccsor,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  for  consideration : 

1.  Ketoked,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af* 
fun  be  ittstraeted  to  inquire  and  report  to  vrfaat  extent 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  can 
be  redneed  consistently  with  the  pubKc  interest 

8.  Betokfedy  That  the  said  Committee  be  further  In- 
structed to  inqoire  whetlwr  any,  and,  if  any.  wlart» 
provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  for  allowing  -^— 
mondis'  extra  pay  and  adonalion in  laad  lo  the  offleaaa 
of  the  Acray  who  asay  be  disbanded. 

3.  ReaoM,  That  the  said  Committee  be  taslmcfeii 
to  inquire  into  the  expedieaoy  of  eslablishiag  one  ar 
more  additional  miiits^  schools. 

4.  Reaohed,  That  the  Naval  Comautlse  be  ineMsa^ 
ed  to  inquire  and  report  to  what  extent  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Lakes  can  be  ledneed  consist* 
ently  with  the  public  interest. 

6.  Ruohedj  That  the  said  Committee  be  further  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ests Wishing 
one  or  more  naval  academies. 

6.  Jtesoifoed;  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rda- 
tiona  be^nstrueted  to  ascertain  and  report  wheUier  any, 
and,  if  any,  what,  modlfieation  of  existing  laws  aio 
necessary  to  adapt  them  to  the  State  of  oar  veistione 
with  foreign  nations. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these 
resolutions, 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  few  lemarka 
in  reapect  to  each  of  these  resolutions,  the  whole 
of  which  the  reporter  was  not  fortunate  enough 
to  hear.    They  were  of  an  explanatory  natore. 

Mr.  Inobrsoll  mored  that  these  reaolatioaa 
should  lie  on  the  table.  The  consummmtioa  of 
the  peace,  he  said,  had  not  uken  place,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  therefore,  improjpier  now  to  eater 
into  a  discussion  of  them. 

Mr.  Canrow  also  considered  them  premature. 
It  would  certainly  be  time  enough  for  the  House 
to  aet  on  them  when  they  found  the  ratificatiott 
had  actually  taken  place.  Bafoie  that  lime,  he 
wee  opposed  to  any  diacusaion  of  the  sabjeela 
embraced  in  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  GnoavaNoasaid,  sensible  as  he  was  of  the 
force  of  the  motive,  which  has  prompted  the  mo" 
tion,  viz :  the  brevity  of  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion, yet  he  considered  the  motion  entirely  prema- 
tiue.  As  individuak,  the  memhera  of  the  House 
knew  the  fact  of  a  ratification  of  a  treaty  of 

Cce;   but  the  nature  of  the  treaty  was  not 
Hvn,  nor  was  the  ihet  officially   before  the 
House. 
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Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Vii|^mia«  nid  he  could  not  tee 
any  tiroof  objeetions  to  kfiiif  the  reaolationson 
the  table;  though  hecoaid  see  no  objeetions  to 
acting  on  them  on  the  score  of  a  re^rd  to  the 
dignit^r  of  the  House*  Gould  any  evil  grow  out 
of  an  inquiry  into  the  subject?  There  was  no 
danger  of  preciiMtatton  io  acting  on  this  or  any 
other  subject ;  ror  even  now,  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  at  this  interesting  moment,  th«  House 
had  employed  two  days  in  debating  what  com* 
pensation  should  be  allowed  to  the  collccton  of 
the  taxes.  True  dignity,  Mr.  G«  said,  always 
consists  in  doing  what  you  intend  to  do,  prompt- 
ly, and  with  a  good  grace. 

Mr.  Fibs,  of  New  York,  desired  to  see  added 
to  these  resoWes  another,  contemplating  provision 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  who  hwve 
ialleo  in  the  war. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  thought  the  agitation 
of  theae  questions  ought  to  he  delayed  untU  the 
Home  had,  from  thit  pcapet  aociboffiiy,  official  Uh 
fatmatioft  of  the  pence*  In  tlieir  eafpacitv  0t 
represeaitativcs,  Bir.  R*  said,  they  knew  noftniag 
of  what  had  taken  plaee^  whalewr  tbey  miglu 
hare-indi  vidonlly  heard.  The  treaty,  wmo  com* 
municated,  we^d  probatdy  bonttended  with  otber 
information,  properly  rekitive  ro  the  subject,  and 
which  the  Hoose  tnigirt  to  take  into  consideration. 

Mr  Hanson  said  there  could  not  be  a  doubt 
tMit  It  would  be  improper  to  act  on  tbis  sofeject 
till  official  information  was  received,  whicb  the 
House  now  had  noc  Ix  was  almost  a  maxim,  hiC 
said,  that  pseclpitaocy  is  always  unjustifiable. 
How  did  they  know  that  the  Execulive  bad  made 
up  his  mind  to  ratify  th«  treatv  1  Mr,  H.  went 
OA  to  ffepeaJI  vkat  were  reporten  to  be  thecharacf^ 
inrislics  of  the  maty ;  buty  on  the  suggestion  that 
this  dehttCe  was  not  ntrictly  appUonble  at  this 
tine,  Mfcaised  ftom  purstting  the  t«pie.  He  vM, 
however,  that  he  thoujir^t  the  House  ottght  not  to 
net  on  tho  sub|eet  as  if  it  was  pve^dstemiaed  to 
accept  the  treaty,  be  it  good  or  bad.  To  act  on 
these  resolutions  new,  would  h»ve  an  undigniiod 
appearairce. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  question  to  print  them,  there  were  for 
printing  them  57,  against  it  &8. 

DEF£NC£  OF  NEW  OBLEANS. 

The  resolittions  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  ibr  their  flallantrr  and 
good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
were  read  a  third  time* 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  en* 
tartained  by  Congvess  of  the  patriotiem  and  good 
conduct  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  and  New  Or- 
leans, was  abo  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  RonnnTaoN,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  in  a 
feeling  manner  his  high  sense  of  tha  complimen* 
Cary  manner  in  which  his  constituents  were  men- 
tioned in  this  resolve;  and  flattered  himself  tbey 
would  never  forfeit,  at  any  time,  the  high  char- 
acter they  had  now  acquired. 

Mr.  Sharp  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker,  the  subject  those  res- 


olutions present  for  our  consideration,  is  the 
qpost  interesting  occurrence  in  the  history  of  our 
country. 

The  people  of  Louisiana,  approached  by  an 
enemy  who  suspected  their  fidelity  to  their  newly 
adopted  Government,  and  who  held  out  every  al* 
lurement  that  could  be  presented  to  seduce  them 
from  the  Unioo,  at  this  very  moment  whilst  as^ 
sailed  by  the  blandishments  of  the  enemy,  witJk 
open  arms  they  received  their  fellow-citizens  who* 
came  to  their  aid,  and,  by  volonUry  contributions^ 
furnished  everything  necessary  to  their  comfort^ 
while  exposed  m  the  open  field  in  defence  of  their 
city.  Yet  their  patriotism  and  humanitv  are  sur- 
passed by  their  bravery.  On  the  23d  or  Decem- 
ber, it  was  a  company  of  Louisianians  that  pen- 
etated  the  very  centre  of  the  enemy's  camp^  anA 
made  good  their  retreat,  and  brought  ofi*  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners.  On  the  8th  of  January,  the 
Looiaia»ians  aided  in  defending  the  breastworks 
on  the  right,  end  when  the  enemy  got  possession 
of  one  efonr  bastions,  thev  were  among  the  fore- 
most who  met  them ;  and,  amidst  the  clash  of 
swords  and  bayonets,  grappled  with  them  on  the 
ramparts,  and  bore  them  into  the  ditch. 

If  we  compare  the  conduct  of  Louisiana  with 
nny  other  part  of  the  nation— even  the  oldest  and 
best  established  in  their  political  institutions— so 
faf  from  losiag  anything  in  the  comparison,  it  is 
on  their  part  spleadid  and  honorable,  and  must 
efiectualiy  put  down  all  those  feelings  of  distrusl 
and  jealousy  that  have  been  entertained  in  somn 
parts  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  their  adoption 
Mto  our  Republic* 

In  another  point  of  view  this  subject  is  still 
miore  interesting*  There  is,  perhaps,  no  epoch  tQ 
be  found  on  the  historic  page,  none  in  the  history 
of  Aaaeraca  ki  which  we  have  been  called  upon 
to  present  the  thanks  of  the  American  people  to 
a  whole  State.  Louisiana,  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  the  Unioo,  composed  of  a  population  oEiost 
of  whom  had  tasted  of  liberty  but  yesterday ;  it 
had  not  been  their  birthriffht,  but  such  are  the 
charms  of  liberty  to  a  peojue  who  have  felt  its 
blessings  and  known  its  value,  thai,  on  the  ap- 
proaching of  a  foe  to  enslave  them,  the  whole 
population  of  Louisiana  are  bristling  with  the 
bayonet ;  the  old  men,  the  exempts,  are  clad  in 
mail,  and  rushing  to  meet  the  foe.. 

"  If  hnmmnity  ri&oweto  the  God  of  the  wotld, 
A  sig^t  for  his  fstheriy  eye, 
It  is  when  a  people,  with  banner  anliiit'd» 
Resolve  fiir  their  fieedom  to  dia" 

Such  a  spectacle  was  presented  by  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  As  we  are  ever  to  expect,  in  so  just 
a  cause,  they  received  the  benedictions  of  Heareni 
and,  under  its  benign  influence,  aided  by  their 
fellow-citizens  in  arms,  they  not  only  triumphed 
over  but  almost  exterminated  their  enemy. 

Can  there  be  an  American,  whose  bosom  doea 
not  bc«t  high  with  joy  to  call  Louisiana  a  legiti- 
mate daughter  of  the  Union,  and  hail  her  citizena 
as  brothers  1 

Is  there  any  part  of  the  American  empire  that 
could  hesitate  ever  hereafter  to  hold  Louisiana  in 
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the  maternal  embrace  of  the  nation ;  to  extend 
to  her  onr  care  and  protection  ? 

The  resolutions  were  then  unanimously  passed. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  merits  of  Com- 
modore D.  T.  Patterson,  Major  Daniel  Carmiek, 
and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command, 
were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with  one  neg- 
ative, (Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky.) 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
Bcribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica." 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

Mr.  Lowndes  superseded  this  motion,  by  a 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely.  He  made 
tfais  motion,  not  from  any  hostility  to  a  National 
Bank,  wishing,  as  the  gentleman  did,  that  a  Na- 
tional Bank  should  be  established,  but  because 
he  wished  it  to  be  done  at  a  time  and  under  cir- 
cumstances which  would  give  the  House  ability 
to  decide  correctly  on  the  subject.  He  believed, 
be  said,  and  he  was;iot  alone  in  that  opinion,,  that 
the  present  moment  was  a  most  unfavorable  one 
for  the  establishment  of  a  bank.  It  must  be  known 
that,  long  as  the  subject  of  a  bank  had  been  agi- 
tated, there  had  been  important  differences  of  sen- 
timent as  to  the  principles  of  such  an  institution, 
which  had  been  suppressed  because  of  the  pres- 
sure of  the  times.  Among  other  objections  to 
acting  on  this  subject  at  present,  he  said,  it  was 
no  tnfling  one  that  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  State  banks,  which  every  one 
considered  an  evil,  would  unquestionably  be  pro- 
longed by  it.  In  the  fragment  of  the  session 
which  now  remains,  there  would  not  be  time  to 
enter  into  a  consideration  of  these  points ;  and, 
if  there  were  full  time,  the  mere  circumstance  of 
the  new  and  almost  insuperable  difficulties  arising 
from  a  new  state  of  things  which  now  present 
themselves,  ought  to  suggest  a  reason  for  post- 

fonement.    Congress  could  not  now  establish  a 
ankhalf  so  eligible,  or  half  so  durable,  as  they 
could  at  a  future  session. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  said,  he  was  perfectly  aware  that 
the  subject  of  B  National  Banlc  was  attended  with 

freat  difficulty  at  this  or  any  other  session ;  but 
is  opinion  was,  that  this  was  the  best  time  for 
an  attempt  of  this  kind.  The  subject  had  been 
80  much  discussed,  that  he  apprehended  every 
gentleman  was  prepared  to  decide  on  it  without 
much  farther  discussion.  It  was  from  a  hope 
that  all  sides  of  the  House  could  now  come  to 
some  understanding,  and  agree  on  the  establish- 
ment of  such  an  institution  as  should  be  not  only 
valuable  to  the  United  States,  but  satisfactory  to 
all  parties,  that  he  had  now  moved  to  commit  the 
bill,  which  he  hoped  would  not  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

«Mr.  Qaston  conceived  there  would  be  less 
difficulty  in  acting  on  this  subject  at  the  present 
session  than  was  anticipated  b]^  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.    The  subject  has  been  so 


f  epeatedly  discussed,  that  he  thought  it  could  be 
acted  on  more  advantageously  in  the  small  rem- 
nant of  the  present  session  than  in  the  first  session 
of  a  new  Congress,  briBging  together  individoaia 
not  acquainted  with  each  others'  views,  and  not 
havinff  the  advanuge  of  hearing  the  subject  fre- 
quently discussed.  Having  alwa]rs  been  friendly 
to  such  an  institution,  and  believing  it  as  impor- 
tant in  peace  as  in  war,  he  hoped  an  ezpen'ment 
would  be  made  by  referring  this  subject  to  a  com- 
mittee, which,  whether  successful  or  not,  would 
not  consume  much  time  of  the  House. 

Messrs.  Grostbnob,  PiokbbinO;  and  Fabbow^ 
also  advocated  the  postponement ;  and  Messrs. 
KiLBOUBN,  FiSK  of  Vermont,  CALBonB^and  Tu.- 
PAiB,  opposed  it.  »^ 

On  the  question  of  postponement,  which  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  vote  stood — yeas 
74,  nays  73.  as  follows : 

TsAs — Messrs.  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Batnstt, 
Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradboiy, 
Brigbmin,  Champion,  Cilley,  ClopCon,  Cooper,  Crsw- 
fi>rd,  Gathbert,  Davenport*  Desha,  Ely,  Eppea,  Fsi- 
row*  Franklin,  Oeddes,  Glssgow,  Goodwyn,  Giosvenor, 
Hale,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Holbcott 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Keotnckj,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massacbnsettis  I^w, 
Lowndes,  Macon,  Markell,  M cKee,  Mootgomeiy,  Moso- 
ley.  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  Wm.  Reed,  Roane,  Raggles,  Schnremsn,  8eyberW 
Sheffey,  8hipherd,'81mymaker,  Smith  of  New  Vorl^ 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Taggart,  Thomp«>n,Troapi» 
Vose,  Wmrd  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wflson  of  Maa- 
sachnsetts.  Winter,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Bay  ly  of  Y  irgiiiia, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Browo.  Butler,  Capertoo, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clendenin,  Comstodc,  Conaid, 
Cox,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cnlpeper,  Dnvall,  Eatis, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Gourdln,  Grillin,  flan- 
son,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Hnngerfoid,  Ingsimll,  Ing- 
ham, Jackson  of  Yiiginia,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Ken^ 
Kershaw,  Kilboum,  LeOerts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Ljk, 
McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfiree,  Newton,  Parker, 
Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
son, Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stroag, 
Sturges,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Some  time  was   spent  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  respecting  the  compensadoB  of 
collectors  of  taxes,  &c.,  and  some  material  amend- 
ments having  been  moved  to  its  details,  it  waa 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  bill  respecting  post  offices. 

Satubdat,  February  18. 
Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  am! 
Means,  reported  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  **  to  al- 
low a  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and 
certain  proods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufac- 
tured within  the  United  States,  on  the  exporta- 
tion thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  plac^"  withoot 
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ameDdmeDt;  «nd  tb«  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Em  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Frazer,  and  the 
representatives  of  Charles  Eccleston ;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  E.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Bennett)  of  the  State  of  New  York; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CuLPEPsa  submitted  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolatioD  \  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table: 

k  being  a  doty  pecoliarly  incumbent,  in  a  time  of 
puUic  ealamity  and  war,  humblv  and  derontlj  to  ac- 
knowledge our  deoendenee  on  Ahnighty  God,  aod  to 
implore  his  aid  and  protection ;  and,  in  times  of  deliv- 
erance and  prosperity,  to  manifest  our  deep  and  undls- 
semUed  gratitude  to  the  Ahnighty  Sovereign  of  the 
Universe:  Therefore, 

Re$ohed  by  the  Senate  and  Houeeof  Rqpreeeniatieee 
of  ike  Umtea  Siaiee  of  Ameriea,  in  Cengreee  aeeem' 
bledf  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  wait  on 
flie  President  of  the  United  States,  and  request  that 
he  recommend  a  day  of  ihank^^vingf  to  be  obseired 
bj  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  religious  so- 
lemnity, and  the  offering  of  devout  acknowledgments 
to  God  for  his  mercies,  and  in  prayer  for  the  continu- 
ance of  his  blessings. 

An  engrossed  bill  granting  a  donation  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  Anthony 
Shane,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ed  ward  Ilal- 
lowell  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  to  authorize  a  donation 
of  land  to  persons  employed  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  enemy,  who  shall  come  within  the 
United  States  and  claim  the  protection  of  the 
Government  thereof,  and  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  further  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States  by  authorizing  the  President  to  augment 
the  Military  Establishment,  be  postponed  inde- 
finitelv. 

Ordered^  That  the  resolution  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct with  which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of 
the  United  States  has  been  sustained  by  Major 
General  Jackson,  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command,  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Sands.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment i  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  engroasedf  and  read  the 
third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Nimmo^  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  and  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  accordingly. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  for  the  re* 


lief  of  Isaac  Smith  and  Bration  Caldwell."  And 
they  have  passed  a  bill  '*  to  authorize  the  settle- 
ment and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  militia;"  in  which  they  ask  the  coo* 
corrence  of  this  House. 

NATIONAL  OBSERVATORY. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  second  instant,  the  petition  of 
William  Lambert,  and  other  documents  relating 
to  the  establishment  of  a  first  meridian  for  the 
United  States,-  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  amend- 
ed^nd  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  reasons  detailed  in  the  said  reports  ap- 
pearing to  be  well  founded,  your  committee  nave  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  their  fall  assent  to  them.  It  ia 
also  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  memorialist  ought  to  be  carried  mto 
complete  efiect,  whenever  attention  to  objects  of  a 
pressing  nature  and  more  immediate  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  our  country  will  permit,  by  the  erection  of  a 
national  observatory,  and  providing  suitable  instru- 
ments and  apparatus  at  tiie  public  expense,  to  enable 
skilful  persons  to  determine  the  places  of  the  moon, 
planets,  and  other  heavenly  bodies  vrith  sufficient  ao- 
enracy,  by  repeated  and  careful  observations  of  the 
timee  of  their  transit  over  the  meridiaa  of  the  place. 

It  further  appears  that  the  memorialist  has  made 
calculations,  in  addition  to  those  presented  to  this 
House  in  the  month  of  December,  1809,  from  data  af- 
forded by  the  occultations  of  two  fixed  stars  bv  ther 
moon,  which  happened  in  January,  1793,  and  Janu- 
ary, 1813 ;  also,  from  the  external  and  internal  con- 
tacts of  the  sun  and  moon,  in  an  annular  solar  eclipse 
on  the  17th  of  September,  1811,  which  have  all  been 
referred  to  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Washington ; 
and  that  the  mean  result  of  the  longitude  is  found  to 
be  nearly  76^  6t/  W,  or  five  hours  seven  minutes  and 
ibrty-three  seconds  in  time  west  of  Greenwich  observa- 
tory, in  England. 

it  has  been  represented  that  astronomical  calcula^ 
tions  subsequent  to  the  dose  of  the  year  1818,  can  bo 
depended  upon  with  greater  assurance  of  the  accuracy 
of  their  results  than  before  that  period,  in  consequence 
of  the  puUieation  and  introductien  into  use  of  im- 
proved solar  and  lunar  tables,  oonstrneted  by  M.  de 
Lambre,  of  Paris,  in  France,  and  introduction  into 
use  of  improved  solar  and  lunar  tables,  constructed  by 
M.  de  Lambre,  of  Paris,  in  France,  and  M.  Burg,  of 
Vienna,  in  Germany.  This  circumstance  will  suggest 
the  propriety  of  authorizing  additional  experiments  to 
be  made,  by  approved  methods  of  computation,  to  test 
the  accuracy  of  the  result  found  by  William  Lambert. 
Under  this  impression,  the  committee  submit  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  such  further  observations  to  be 
made  by  competent  persons  residing  at  the  seat  of  the 
National  Government  as  may  be  deemed  most  proper 
to  determine  the  longitude  ot  the  Capitol,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  with  the  greatest  practicable  degree  i^ 
ezactnees,  and  that  the  data,  with  abstiacts  of  the  cal- 
culations, and  the  results  founded  thereon,  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  at  their  next  seasioa. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the 
discussion  of  the  bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory  \  several 
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popositioDt  to  amend  and  poetpoDC  it  Were  re» 
lecied,  but,  before  getting  through  the  bill,  tbe 
"louse  adjourned. 


g 


Monday,  February  20. 

Mr.  Wriqht  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Thornton,  Superintendent  of  tbe  Patent  Office, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  compensation,  and  that 
letters  and  communications  to  and  from  that  office 
may  not  be  charged  with  postage. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an 
aet,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  better  organization 
of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  within  the 
State  of  New  York ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  BowEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners;  which  wasread  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Wholes 

The  bill  fron  tbe  ScMie,  '^to  authorize  the 
aottlefneiit  and  paynaent  o(  certaki  clatma  for  tiie 
aanrtoee  of  the  ouiitia,"  was  read  the  first  tiaas, 
and,  on  notion,  the  said  bill  was  read  tbe  seeond 
tioie,  aM  raferred  t«  tbe  Conmlltee  of  Ways  and 
BItana. 

The  House  resumed  tbe  eonsideratten  of  the 
bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Territorv  of  Illinois:  whereupon,  the  bill 
wa«  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JLn  eneroseed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Sands 
was  read  the  third  um«,  and  passed. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  Mr.  Rich's  resolution 
for  classifying  persons  liable  to  tbe  direct  tax, 
and  allowing  tbeoi  to  fumiah  soldiem  in  lieu  of 
the  same,  was,  on  motion  of  ita  auftboTf  iadefir 
mtely  poatpoaed. 

A  measaffe  waa  received  fram  the  President  of 
iba  United  Statea,  traasmitttog  copies  of  tha 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between  tbe  United 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  which  wae 
aigned  by  the  Commissioners  of  both  parties  at 
Ghent,  on  the  24th  December,  1814,  and  the  rati- 
fications of  which  have  been  duly  exchanged. — 
The  Message  was  read,  and  5,000  copies  of  the 
Message  and  Treaty  ordered  to  be  printed.  [See 
Senate  proceedings,  ante,  p.  255,  for  the  Message.] 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  far  defraying  the  expenaes  of  Gkivern- 
meat,  and  maintaiaiog  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to 
provide  for  assessing  and  collectiag  tbe  same  ^ 
and  the  aet,  entitled  ''An  aet  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  eapeaaeaof  Go- 
vernment, and  naaintaiaiag  the  public  credit,  by 
laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold 
and  Sliver  watches,"  with  amendments ;  and  they 
kave  passed  a  bill,  "  increasing  the  compenaation 


allowed  to  the  Sei^gaant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  f 
in  which  amendmenu  and  biU  they  aak  the  con- 
currence of  this  Hooae. 

MILITARY  AND  CREEK  LANDS. 

Mr.  Habeib  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Reiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pubtic  Lands 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  with  provisiona  fiv  having 
the  boundary  lines  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Creek  Treaty,  recently  ratified,  ran  and 
marked,  and  having  the  same  laid  off  inta  aeeliona  and 
qnarteiHMctions,  preparatory  to  the  sale  thereof  and 
for  making  an  appropriation  Hsr  defraying  the  eapeaaea 
incident  thereto. 

Mr.  HcMPBaBTe  lemarhed,  that  there  was  al- 
ready in  eztatenee  a  general  law  anthoriztnff  the 
laying  off  ef  laada,  dU.,  and  that  so  tmach  of  tUa 
resolve  as  etnbraeed  that  object  waa  unoceesaary ; 
an  appropriation  of  money  only  waa  neeeasary  ta 
enable  the  President  to  carry  tbe  law  into  emet. 

Mr.  Harris  said,  that,  although  there  might  be 
aacit  a  law  aa  his  ooiteagiie  had  daacrtfoed,  it  was 
proper  that  the  laad  ia  questten  ahould  be  innae* 
diate4y  laid  off;  and  used  a  nuaaber  ef  affumeau 
to  show  that  the  peonle  of  Tennessee,  wto  had 
conquered  theaa  laans  far  the  United  Stales^ 
should,  as  soon  as  possiUe,  have  access  to  t6e  wa» 
ters  of  Mobile,  which  could  only  be  obtaiaed  bf 
a  sale  and  settlement  of  the  lands  recently  ac- 
quired, dbc. 

Mr.  McKBBsaid,  that,  as  soon  as  the  treaty  with 
tbe  Indiana  was  proclaimed,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  had  turned  their  attention  to  ihia 
subject,  and,  on  examination,  had  found  that  no 
legal  provision  was  necessary  to  the  laying  efl^ 
and  surveying  of  these  lands,  and  that  aa  appro- 
priation of  money  only  waa  neceaaary  for  the 
purpose.  In  answer  to  a  letter  addreaaed  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office  on  the 
subject,  Mr.  McK.  said  he  had  been  ioformed  it 
was  first  necessary  that  the  boundaries  of  tbe  In* 
dian  lands,  and  those  of  tbe  United  States,  shoold 
be  first  surveyed  and  marked,  before  the  landa 
were  laid  off.  To  enable  the  Government  to  pro- 
ceed in  it.  an  appropriation  of  money  only  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  HmiPHRBTS  said,  that,  as  respected  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Creek  territory,  it  was  important 
not  only  to  the  people  of  Tennessee,  but  to  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Louisiana, 
and  to  give  security  to  the  frontier,  and  out  off 
the  influence  of  the  Spanish  Government  and 
British  tradera  over  that  country.  Bat,  as  noth- 
ing more  than  an  appropriation  for  the  expenaea 
of  survey  was  necessary  to  that  object,  be  moved 
to  amend  Mr.  Harris's  motion,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

RcBohedt  That  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  and  expedi- 
ency of  making  aa  appropriation  of  money  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  aorveying  and  laying  off  the  ailitsiy 
benaty  landi^  and  the  lands  lately  ceded  by  the  Gnek 
Indians  to  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  Trmty  ef  Feet 
Jackson,  in  order  to  the  aaUiement  thereof  by  the  dti- 
of  the  United  Btatea. 
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TiinBnitio»w«s«p^oMd^Mf.H4Mucb  lit 
oonttMied  for  ibe  propdcty  of  »  8f«ct»l  imw  oo^ 
tiM  iotrject)  wlikh  shoBid  tf^fioe  the  duty  of  th« 
Bcdcvtite,  in  this  respeet,  beyond  doabt.  The 
President  now  possessed  authority  to  act  on  the 
subject,  it  was  true,  but  he  might  not  coneeire  the 
law  obligatory  as  to  these  lands,  unless  Congress 
^re  special  direction  in  regard  to  them.  The 
imporunce  of  the  object  was  such,  that  lie  was  not 
willing  to  leare  anything  to  construction  or  un- 
certain ty. 

Mr.  McEkb  again  oonteoded  that  no  further 
provision  than  an  appropriatioa  was  necessary, 
unless  it  was  intended  to  impose  a  penalty  on  the 
Sxecuti?e  for  a  failura  lo  eHerciae  tbe  authority 
in  this  respeot  vested  in  blm  by  a  general  law. 

Mr.  HuMPHftBYs'  amaadmeni  prevailed  i  and, 
at  amended)  tbe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WIDOW  OP  ELBHIDGE  GERRT. 

Tbe  order  of  the  day  having  been  called  for  by 
Mr*  FtsK,  of  New  ITori^  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  ^^  authorizing  payment  to  tbe  widow  of 
BlbridgeOerrv«kite  Viee  President  of  tbe  Uoited 
Statas^  of  sach  sahnrv  »  wooid  have  been  pa-ya- 
aMetobtm^  dttriw  the  remainder  of  his  tetm  of 
aeri^idei  bad  be  so  long  lived,^ 

A  motion  wis  made,  by  Mr.  El>PEa,  to  postpone 
Ike  farther  consideration  thereof  indefitmely. 

This  morion  gare  rise  to  a  debate,  id  which 
Messrs.  Eppbs,  CANiroN.  Potter,  Tatlob,  Grob- 
VBNOR,  Sheffet,  and  Fickering,  advocated  the 

estpoQemeot ;  and  Messrs.  Fibk  of  New  York, 
eKiM,  Fibk  of  Vermoat,  Jackboii  of  Virgiaia, 
HoLBi»T,  WRioirr,  and  Oaelby,  opposed  ii. 

The  debate  was  one  of  some  interest.  Tbe 
saneral  princi|de  asserted  by  those  opposed  to  tbe 
bill,  was  tbe  impropriety  of  setting  a  precedent  of 
pensions  for  civil  services^  which  would  entail  on 
tbe  United  States  tbe  evils  so  grievously  ibtt  in 
despotic  Qovernments.  from  the  same  source. 
Tbe  bill  was  advocated  on  the  ground  of  respect 
for  the  services  of  the  deceased  patriot  and  public 
servant,  whose  family  was  by  bis  decease  placed 
in  a  state  of  absolate  dependence. 

Tbe  question  on  postponement  was  at  lengtb 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays*-for  postponenent  80, 
against  it  44,  as  follows: 

Tbas — Msssn.  Alston,  Anderson,  Avei^,  Barnett, 
Blown,  Gapsiton,  Cannon,  Cbaoipion,  Cillsj,  Clan- 
denia,  Cleplon,  Coostock,  Gondict,  Gonaid,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Crouch,  Cnlpsper,  Davenport.  Desha,  Dit- 
vall.  Sly,  Eppes,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson, 
Glasgow,  Goldsborongb,  Goodwyn,  Groevenor,  Haie, 
Hall,  Hanris,  Hmwes,  Henderson,  Humpbreys,  Hon- 
geiford,  Irwin,  Kannedv,  Kilboum,  King  of  Massacha- 
•etts.  King  of  Nortb  daroUna,  Law,  Lefierts,  Lewis, 
LoTett,  L^e,  Macon,  Markell,  McLean,  Montgomeiy* 
Moseley,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  Baa  of  PennsylTania,  Rhea  of  Tenaee- 
aee.  Rich,  8agc,  Schureman,  Sejbert^  Shefiey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipheid,  dlaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stnmg, 
atorges,  Taggart,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree, 
Toae,  Wheaton,  White,  Wikox,  Williams,  Winter, 
and  Yancey. 

Nays — Messrs.  Alexander,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
aaabMett%  Bigelew,  Bine%  Beyd,  Brsdbaiy,  Brighaai, 


Cea,  Ondgbtos,  Farrow,  Flak  of  Teimont,  Fisk  sf 
New  Yozk,  Gottrdin,  Hanson,  Hasbrendc,  Hopkineef 
Kentucky,  Hnbbard,  Hnlbert,  rngefsotl,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jaekaon  of  Vbginia,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Keni  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  McKim,  Moore,  Mnrfree» 
Oakley,  Parker,  Pleasanti,  Ringgold^  Roane^  Robert 
son,  Sevier,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pemi.,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Thompson,  Wilson  of  Masaacbn* 
setts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed— in  otber 
words,  rejected. 

Tbe  rematoder  of  the  sitting  was  occupied  en 
Mr.  KiLBOURif's  bill  te  provide,  by  encouraging 
actual  settlement,  for  the  protectioo  of  the  North- 
western frontier ;  which  was,  in  the  epd,  indefi- 
nitely  postponed. 

TucsoAY,  February  21. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to 
tbe  bill  ''to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pensee  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same;"  and,  ^'ibe  act  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
vide additional  reventies  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Qoverament,  and  maintaining  the  pob<r 
lie  credit,  by  faurtog  tfaines  on  bonsehold  furni- 
ture, and  on  gold  and  silver  watches ;"  were  rsttd, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tho 
House  that  tbe  Senate  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House  to  the  ''resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Ma^ov  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  his  command, 
for  their  gaRantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  da- 
fence  of  New  Orleans;"  except  so  maeb  tbareol 
as  strikes  out  the  word  "immediate,'^  in  the  4bi(d 
line  of  the  first  reaolotioo* 

The  House  proaeeded  to  oaoHder  tbo  said  wmm^ 
sage:  Whereopon,  it waa  resolved,  tfcat this  H««aa 
innU  on  that  purt  of  their  ameirdaieoc  t»  tho* 
nsoluiieaa  aftiraaald,  to  which  the  Senate  bai»a 
disagtaed. 

Onlef^  That  the  Clark  do  te^iiaint  the  Seit- 
atis  theiewidi. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  itae 
House  that  the  Senate  have  pasaed  tbe  bill  "to  ' 
authorise  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
aervioe  of  tbe  year  1815,**  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
They  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  that  part  of 
the  amendment  of  this  House  to  the  "resolutions 
expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major 
General  Jackson  and  the  troops  under  his  com* 
mand,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  oonduct  in  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,"  to  which  they  disa- 
greed, and  which  have  been  insisted  upon  by 
this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  "  to  authorize  the 
issuing  of  Treaaory  notes  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1815,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  flTays  and  Means. 

Mr.  Tboup,  from  ibe  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported suodvy  resolatione  expressive  of  the  sense 
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entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and 
good  conduct,  with  which  the  reputation  of  the 
Urma  of  the  United  States  hafe  been  sustained 
during  the  late  war  by  certain  officers  therein 
named — ^(includJog  many  miliria  officers,  and 
several  field  officers  who  hare  fallen  in  the  ser- 
vice.) The  resolutions  were  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred  to  the  same  committee,  to  whom'  resolu- 
tions of  a  similar  character,  reported  by  that 
committee,  hare  been  referred. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  York,  was  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate, 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration,  of 
the  bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Illinois  Territory,  which,  after  the  prop- 
osition of  other  amendments  thereto,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  fixing  the  compensation,  ^.,  of  col- 
lectors of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  was 
further  debated  and  amended,  and  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

DAY  OP  THANKSQIVmO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cdlpeper,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  a  day  or  two  ago,  which  is  in  the 
following  words : 

«It  being  a  duty  peculiarlr  incumbent  in  a  time  of 
pubke  ealamity  and  war,  humbly  and  dewnUly  to 
atknowkdge  our  dependence  on  Almighty  God,  and 
to  implore  his  aid  and  protection  /  and,  in  times  of 
deliverance  and  prosperity,  to  manifest  our  deep  and 
undissembled  gratitade  to  the  Almighty  Sovereign  of 
the  Universe : 

•'Reaohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Represen- 
taHoee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
quest that  he  recommend  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  to  be 
observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  reli- 
gk>us  solemnity  and  the  offering  of  devout  acknowl- 
edgments to  God  for  his  mercies,  and  in  prayers  to 
him  for  a  continuance  of  his  blessings." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbba,  the  resolution  was 
amended  in  its  preamble,  by  striking  out  the 
words  in  italic,  and  thus  amended,  the  resolution 
was,  after  some  conversation  as  to  the  preamble, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  and. 
being  accordingly  subsequently  read  a  third  timej 
was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

BRITISH  AND  INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS. 

Mr.  Lattimorb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  rel- 
ative to  Indian  depredations,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  as  follows: 

The  memorialists  sUte,  that»  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  above-mentioned  Territory,  great  losses  have  been 
sostained  firom  the  wanton  and  unwarranted  depreda- 


ttona  of  tike  Creeka;  far  which  they  ooaeeive  n^ara- 
tion  n  due  to  the  snfieren  out  of  the  lands  which  have 
been  ceded  by  the  treaty  latelv  concluded  with  that 
nation  of  Indians  to  the  United  States,  and  pny  that 
a  board  of  commissioners  may  be  instituted  ibr  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  such  losses,  and  with  a  view 
to  such  reparation. 

Your  committee  have  no  doubt  that  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  inhabitants  of  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try are  great,  and  that  their  sufferings  have  been  se- 
vere ;  but,  conceiving  that  other  cases  may  fimush 
claims  to  reparation,  they  are  of  opinion  that  any  pro- 
ceeding on  the  subject  should  not  be  partial  in  its  ob- 
ject or  eflect.  Abstaining  from  all  remarks  as  to  the 
important  and  extensive  principle  which  this  snbject 
involves,  your  committee  believe  that  it  wonld  be 
proper  to  ascertam,  without  unnecessary  delay,  lU 
such  losses,  whether  from  English  or  Indian  depieda- 
tions,  as  may  hereafter  claim  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress, when  the  general  question  of  indemnity  may 
come  before  them ;  and  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  and 
also  with  due  regard  to  the  particular  case  presented 
by  the  memorialists,  they  offer  the  following  rssolutioa 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House: 

JUsobfcd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  take  such  measurss  as  may  be  conve- 
nient for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  satisfoetory  evidence 
of  all  losses  of  fwoperty  which  ksve  been  sostained  in 
consequence  of  the  depredations  of  the  Britiah  or  In- 
dians, or  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  late  war ;  and  that  the  memorial  above  oonaidered 
be  transmitted  to  him  for  his  information  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  it  relates. 

On  the  question  of  concnrrence  in  said  resola* 
tion.  a  desultory  debate  took  place,  which  ended 
in  laying  the  report  on  the  table— the  principal 
argument  for  this  course  being  the  propriety  of  so 
amending  it  as  to  limit  it  to  depredations  con- 
trary to  the  laws  and  usages  of  war,  which,  it 
appeared  to  be  admitted,  ought  to  be  a  aobjeet  of 
amicable  discussion  and  settlement  between  the 
two  Governments. 


Wednesoat,  February  22. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  from 
this  House  with  the  following  titles:  "An  act  for 
the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  ladi- 
ana;'^  and  '*An  act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  settlers 
in  the  Indiana  Territory,"  with  amendments. 
And  they  have  passed  bills  of  the  follorrng 
titles:  "An  act  authorizing  the  discbarge  of  Ed- 
ward Martin  from  imprisonment  ;"**Anactfor 
the  better  temporary  accommodation  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress ;"  and  "An  act  to  repeal  cer- 
tain acts  thereiq  mentioned ;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Sprigg;  which  passed  through  a  Commiueeof 
the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  lime  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itoelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jamos 
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Stvage  and  otheni.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  aod  ordered  to  be  eogrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McKbe,  of  KeotQcky,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing  the  sale  of  lands  which  may  hereafter 
be  forfeited  within  the  Jefferson  Land  District  at 
the  land  office  for  said  district  (merely  declar- 
ing the  place  where  such  sales  shall  take  place.) 
The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  act  to  fix  the  compensation  and  increase 
the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct 
tax,  dbc.,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  there- 
with, was  announced  for  a  third  reading.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York,  supported  by 
Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia^he  bill  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  one  or  more  floating 
batteries  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the 
United  States,  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  A.  B. 
Roes  from  his  imprisonment  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  tbe  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana 
and  Territory  of  Missouri,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading;  as  also  did  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Bennett,  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Frazer,  and 
the  representatives  of  Charles  Ecclestoo,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  **  concerning  the 
field  officers  of  the  militia,"  was  postponed  indefi- 
nitely* 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  Bppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  recommending  an  agree- 
ment to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
Treasury  note  bill. 

The  bill,  as  it  went  from  this  House,  prorided 
that  those  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  bearing  no 
interest  should  be  fundable  at  eight  per  cent., 
and  those  bearing  interest  at  seven  per  cent.  The 
Senate  propose  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  that  the 
notes  bearing  no  interest  shall  be  fundable  at 
seven  per  cent.,  and  those  bearing  interest  shall 
be  fundable  at  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  E,  said,  that,  as  the  state  of  war  had  ceased 
since  the  bill  pas^^ed  this  House,  and  the  state  of 
peace  would  probably  appreciate  the  value  of 
the  public  securities,  it  was  supposed  the  interest 
proposed  by  the  Senate  would  be  sufficient. 

The  amendmenu  were  agreed  to. 

MitlTARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Tboup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  United  States. 

[Tbe  bill  provides  that  the  Military  Peace 
Bstablishment  shall  consist  of  sueb  proportions 


of  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  ten  thou.sand  men,  as  the  President 
shall  think  proper ;  the  corps  of  engineers  to  be 
retained.  The  general  officers  to  consist  of  two 
Major  Qenerafs  and  four  Brigadier  Generals. 
The  President  to  cao^e  selections  to  be  made  of 
officers  from  the  existing  force,  and  to  cause  the 
supernumerary  officers  to  be  discharged  as  soon 
as  circumstances  shall  permit.  Three  months 
pay  to  be  s^iven  to  each  officer,  &e.,  so  honorably 
discharged,  and,  in  addition,  to  each  officer  a  do- 
nation of  land ;  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres 
to  a  Major  General,  &c.;  six  hundred  and  forty  to 
a  Captain,  four  hundred  and  eighty  to  a  subal- 
tern. To  each  private,  also,  an  additional  dona- 
tion of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  pro- 
vided the  whole  quantity  of  land  such  private 
receives  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  The  bill  also  proposes  to  regulate 
the  future  organization  of  the  Army.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole. 

ESTIMATED  REVENUE. 

Mr.  EppBa  laid  on  the  table  the  following  let- 
ter from  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury : 

Tkkasckt  DiPAKTXKVT,  Feb.  30, 1816. 

SiK :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yonr  letter,  dated  the  I5th  instant,  which,  in  oonse- 
qaence  of  the  termination  of  the  war,  requests,  in  be- 
half of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  •'a  view  of 
the  probable  receipts  from  imports  and  tonnage  daring 
the  year  1816,  and  any  other  mformation  that  may  ena- 
ble the  committee  to  decide  on  the  measures  necessary 
to  meet  the  unexpected  and  fortunate  change  which 
peace  must  produce  in  the  resources  of  the  United 
States."  It  has  hitherto  been  my  arduous  and  painfhl 
employment,  to  suggest  to  your  consideration  meas- 
ures for  relieving  the  embarrassments  of  the  Treasury^ 
with  a  view  to  the  expenditures  of  a  protracted  war ; 
and  you  will  readily  believe  that,  on  every  account, 
personal  as  well  as  public,  I  join  you  moat  sincerely  in 
rejoictng  at  an  event  which  brings  with  it  an  immedi- 
ate aUevialion  of  the  pieasnre  upon  the  Department,  aa 
wall  as  a  general  assurance  of  natioRal  honor  andpvoe- 
perity. 

The  objects  which  claimed  the  attention  of  the  coas- 
mittee  in  ny  Ibnner  comBonication,  were,  Ist  The 
state  of  the  psbite  credit;  ied.  The  state  of  the  cire«- 
lating  medium ;  and,  ad.  The  wm  and  means  to  de- 
fray the  variooe  expenses  of  the  Govermnent. 

1.  The  public  credit  was  d^ressed  during  the  war» 
owing  to  several  causes  that  most  now  cease  to  oper- 
ate. All  the  circnmstaBces,  internal  and  exlemalt 
which  were  calculated  to  exdte  doubt  as  to  the  dma- 
taon,  or  as  to  the  issue  of  the  eontest»  in  the  minds  of 
the  cautious  and  the  timid,  have  passed  away,  and,  in 
tbehr  place,  the  pioois  of  confidence  begin  already  to 
appear,  with  practical  advantage.  While  it  was  doubt- 
ful to  what  extent  the  publio  exigencies  would  require 
the  aid  of  loans,  thoee  persons  who  rstained  the  meaaa 
of  lending  either  feand,  or  affected  to  iisar,  the  eventual 
eecurity  of  the  Government ;  and  even  the  exemplary 
display  of  the  national  rewiorces,  which  has  been  made 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  pobiie  creditors,  was  cnrtailed  of  its  natural  ef- 
fect in  the  reeusctUtion  of  public  credit,  hj  ^«  eouU' 
tervnsliBg  influence  of  causes  which  it  is  unneoesaary 
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to  wf^aSf*  But  when  the  whole  amonnt  of  the  jiiibiic 
deht  incarrad  duiog  the  wsr  ie  fixed  and  asoeituiied ; 
whan  it  U  known  that  ample  provision  is  made  for  the 
panctnal  payment  of  the  intereet,  and  for  the  giadoal 
extinguishment  of  the  principal  of  the  debt ;  and  when, 
i^>0¥e  all,  it  is  seen  that  Congress  is  inflexible  in  its  ad- 
herence to  the  faith  and  policy  of  the  LegislatiYe 
pledges,  tbe  public  credit  of  the  United  States  will  stand 
upon  a  basis  the  most  durable  and  the  most  honorable. 

3.  The  difficulties  of  the  national  circulating  me- 
dium remain,  howeirer,  to  be  encountered,  under  dr- 
cnmstanoes  which  the  Government  cannot  control. 
The  eflects  of  the  peace  will  oertainly  restore  a  metal- 
lic medium;  but,  until  that  result  be  produced,  the 
only  resource  for  all  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the 
Treasury,  as  well  as  of  indiTiduaia,  will  be  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  and  the  notes  of  the  State  banks.  If, 
indeed,  the  State  banks  were  soon  to  resume  their  pay- 
ments in  specie ;  or  if  they  were  again  to  give  credit 
and  circulation  to  the  notes  of  eaeh  other  throughout 
the  United  States ;  and  if  they  were,  moreover,  able 
and  wiUing  to  accommodate  the  fiscal  views  of  tbe 
Government,  (which  I  do  not  permit  myself  for  a  mo- 
ment to  doubt,)  a  total  dependence  upon  those  institu- 
tions, however  impolitic  in  the  abstract,  would  be  prac- 
tioally  safe  and  beneficial.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  notes  ef  the  Slate  banks  shall  eontiniie  limited,  in 
oireiilataMi  and  uae,  to  the  city,  the  town,  or  the  Sute, 
in  which  they  are  issued,  it  moat  be  obvious  that  they 
iWinot  aoawer  the  purposes  of  a  national  medium ;  and 
ijk»X  the  receipt  of  such  notes,  in  payments  lor  duties 
of  import,  or  national  duttee*  will  convert  ihe  public 
jevenuoy  which  is  destined  for  general  usee  abroad  as 
wall  as  at  home,  into  a  local  fund,  that  may  not  be 
wanted  where  it  exiits,  and  cannot  be  applied  where 
U  is  wanted.  It  v$^  nevertheless,  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  obviate,  in  a  considerable  degree,  this  diffi- 
culty, by  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  reaeonable  rate 
of  exchange,  upon  the  transfer  of  its  revenue,  Irom  the 
places  of  collection  and  deposits  to  the  places  of  de- 
mand and  employment;  and  I  respectfully  recommend 
tbe  expedient  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committae 
^f  Ways  and  Means. 

The  alternative,  or  concurrent  laeonroe  of  Tfoaaoiy 
Wiles,  fiir  a  natianal  cirenlatiBg  medium,  has,  en  other 
ooesaioBa,  been  eonaidered.  The  aeeurity  of  the  Qov- 
emment  must  always,  upon  every  reasonable  and  caii- 
dWt  estimale,  be  deemed  anperior  to  theaeeaiity  of  any 
piivate  corpocation ;  and  so  lur  as  Trsasviy  notes  bear 
mi  interest,  and  am  vecmvable  in  the  payment  of  du- 
tiaa  and  taxea,  they  are  evidoitly  more  valoahle  tihan 
bank  note%  which  do  not  poesam  these  eharaeteriatiea. 
.Bat  the  maehinery  ef  a  buk  is  calculated  to  give  an 
lfl*pnlse  and  disection  to  ite  iasuea  of  pafer  whiehoan- 
waii  be  impsrted  by  the  Ibsma  ef  the  Treasury,  or  any 
Merely  official  inatitntieD,  to  the  paper  of  tiie  Qovem- 
jnam.  In  the  operations  of  a  bsink,  too,  the  facilities 
:0f  hank  ondil  supply  the  plaee,  in  a  very  important 
depee,  of  the  issues  of  notes ;  so  that  a  bank  loan  of 
thutjr  millions  of  doUais,  finr  instance,  would,  pmbsU^, 
iwiBire  no  greater  issue  than  six  millions  of  dollars  m 
aoles.  On  the  oontsary,  the  whole  amount  of  whatever 
mamJM  to  be  raised  by  an  issue  of  Treasaiy  notes,  must 
be  aetnally  sent,  in  the  form  of  Treasury  notes,  into  the 
backet,  through  the  various  channels  of  credit  or  de- 
mand. It  is,  however,  to  be  admittad,  that  an  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  not  greatly  exceeding  in  amount  the 
dsaiand  cnated  for  them  by  the  dntias  and  taxes,  for 
whieh  tiiey  are  rocaivahlo^  can  be  aanaally  austaiBad ; 


but  if  the  amount  exceeds,  or  even  equala,  the  amount 
of  that  demand,  the  revenue  will  generally  be  afaserbad 
by  the  notes  before  it  reaches  the  Treaanry-  The  holder 
ef  the  Treasury  notes  being  thus  paid  in  prefonsnca, 
and  often  to  tbe  exclusion  of  every  other  pubfie  cred- 
itor, and  the  other  branches  of  the  public  servioe  being 
thus  deprived  of  the  contemplated  means  for  their  sup- 
port. 

It  is  proper  here  to  obeerve,  that  the  actual  iasue  of 
Treasury  notes  on  this  day,  (including  those  dne  and 
unpaid,  those  which  are  daily  becoming  due,  and  those 
which  have  been  ordered,  but  are  not  yet  signed,) 
amounu  to  the  sum  of  $18,637,436  80,  and  the  amount 
will  be  constantly  augmenting*  I^  therefore,  the  rev- 
enue for  the  year  1815,  enriched  by  the  du^  on  im- 
ports, and  by  the  other  beneficial  effects  of  the  peace, 
should  amount  to  $20,000,000,  it  is  still  evident  that 
the  whole  of  the  revenue  might  be  expended  in  tbe 
single  purpose  of  paying  the  Treasury  note  debt;  leav- 
ing every  other  object  of  the  Government  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  loans,  or  by  new  isauee  of  Treasury  notes. 

Having  suggested  the  difficulty  and  the  danger,  I 
cannot  presume  to  dwell  upon  any  expedient  for  le- 
lief,  which  Congress  has  alrsadf  relussd  to  adopt ;  but 
I  take  the  libeity,  with  deferenee  and  respect,  to  lanew 
the  reooaimendatien  of  the  plan  that  was  anbmiMed  to 
your  consideration  in  my  letter  of  the  ITth  Janaaiy 
last,  under  the  belief  that,  coneideiittg  the  ontslanding 
amount  of  Treasury  notes,  any  new  isioe  ahosid  be 
made  to  rest  upon  a  basis  that  will  enable  the  Goveia- 
ment  to  employ  it,  both  as  a  circulating  medium,  aad 
as  the  means  of  raising  money  in  sid  of  the  revenue. 
How  fsr  a  power,  given  to  fund  the  Treisuxy  notaa 
upon  an  advanced  interest,  or  to  pass  them  in  payment 
of  taxes  and  duties,  will  be  sufficient  for  the  purposes 
contemplated,  without  providing  other  means  of  pay- 
ment by  regular  instalments,  I  must  submit  to  ^the 
judgment  of  the  committee. 

3.  The  ways  and  means  to  defiray  the  Tariooa  ex- 
penses of  Government  for  1815,  will  consist  of  the  rev- 
enue which  will  be  actually  received  at  the  Treasury 
during  that  year.  It  is  not  intended,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  take  into  view  the  balances  due  upon  the  appropri- 
ations of  preceding  years;  nor,  on  the  oAbcrhiUid,  to 
take  into  view  the  revenue  which  will  aoorue  in  the 
present  year,  but  which  will  not  be  payable  until  the 
year  1816. 

The  direct  amelioration  of  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, in  oonseqnence  of  the  peace,  applies  prindpatty  to 
the  item  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage.  The 
effect,  however,  must  be  confined,  with  immaterial  ex- 
ceptions, for  1816,  to  two«thirds,  or  the  ei^t  conclud- 
ing months  of  the  year.  The  West  India  trade  will 
produce  little,  and  the  European  trade  nothing,  by 
way  of  revenue,  before  the  first  of  May  next  Some 
outstanding  adventures  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
will  hardly  be  brought  home,  upon  the  inteffigenoe  of 
peace,  before  the  present  year  has  expired.  Consider- 
ing, therefore,  that  a  credit  of  eight,  ten,  and  twelve 
months,  is  allowed  for  the  duties  on  merdiandiae  im- 
ported from  Europe,  end  that  a  credit  of  three  aad  six 
months  is  allowed  for  the  duties  on  mendiendiae  im- 
ported from  the  West  Indies,  it  m  evident,  thai  what- 
ever may  be  the  amount  accruing  on  merchandise  im- 
ported from  Europe  for  the  year  1816,  the  actual  re- 
ceipts at  the  Treasury  cannot  be  great;  that  the  whole 
of  the  duties  accruing  on  merchandise  impOTtsd  fiem 
the  West  Indies  befiire  the  first  of  Jiily,  will  be  actu- 
ally nceivid  at  the  Tieasufy  in  tbe  year  1816;  and 
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fhftt  one  moMtj  of  the  amouot  of  the  duties  on  mer- 
eh«n4iie  imported  firom  the  Weet  Indiee,  between  the 
£nt  of  July  and  the  fiut  o{  October,  will  abo  be  re- 
ceived at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1815. 

The  average  of  the  net  revenue  of  the  customs  which 
accrued  for  the  three  years,  1806,  1807.  and  1808,  was 
more  than  $14,000,000  for  each  year;  and  a  similar 
average  for  the  three  succeeding  years,  1809, 1810,  and 
1811,  was  about  nine  millions  of  dollars  for  each  year. 
But  the  first  period  was  one  of  uncommon  commercial 
prosperity,  when  the  United  States  were  the  only  neu-. 
tral  nation,  and  cannot  be  taken  as  the  basis  of  an  se- 
timate  for  the  present  time,  when  the  ether  nations  of 
tiia  worid  are  also  at  peaces  The  eecond  period  was 
aabarraaied  by  commetflial  Mstsietions ;  but,  preMily, 
tbe  aliect  of  thase  ^mbanaaainents  upon  the  rarawie 
were  connterbalanoed  by  the  advantsiges  of  oar  neu- 
trality. It  is  thought,  therefore,  upon  the  whola,  that, 
in  aetata  of  general  peace,  the  customs,  operating  upon 
the  single  duties,  would  not  have  produciDd,  before  the 
American  war,  more  than  a  sum  between  nine  and 
ten  millions  of  dollars  annual^.  But  the  compara- 
tively small  quantity  of  foreign  merchandise  at  present 
in  the  American  market,  would,  probably,  give  rise  to 
an  extraordinary  amount  of  importations  during  the  first 
Tear  of  peace,  equal  at  least  to  the  supply  of  two  veais; 
If  the  fact,  that  the  double  duties  are  limited  in  their  con- 
tin  uanee  to  a  year  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  did 
not  opeiate  as  a  check  upon  hnporUtions,  beyond  what 
nay  be  re^isitefor  the  consumption  of  the  present  year. 
These  connfeeracting  causes  may,  therefore,  be  reasona- 
bly auppend  to  nentraiiM  the  force  of  each  alher,  and, 
coDseqnantly,  to  refer  and  confine  any  estimate  of  the 
double  duties  upon  merchandise  imported  in  the  year 
1816,  to  the  amount  of  the  Importations  for  the  oo«- 
•omption  of  a  single  year. 

Under  these  views  it  is  estimated  that  the  produce 
of  the  customs,  during  the  first  twelve  months  of  peace, 
will  amount,  with  double  duties,  to  a  sum  between 
eighteen  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Of  that  pe- 
riod ten  months  occur* in  the  year  1816;  but  as  the  im- 
portations can  only  partially  commence  for  the  space 
of  two  months,  and  oaottot  reach  their  average  extent 
fox  three  or  four  months,  the  fair  proportion  of  time  to 
form  the  ground  of  an  estimate,  will  be  (as  already 
auggested)  eight  months  of  the  year  1816.  Upon  this 
aeale  Of  computation  the  product  of  the  customs,  which 
Trill  accrue  from  the  1st  of  May  to  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1816,  will  probably  be  $13,500,000;  but  there 
must  be  added  to  that  sum  the  estimated  amount  of 
customs  accruing,  independent  of  the  effects  produced 
hf  the  peace,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of  May, 
to  wit,  $1,600,000;  making  the  aggregate  of  the  reve- 
una  of  the  eustoms,  accraingin  tbe  year  1815^  about 
•lfi,O00^MK). 

It  remaiaar  hoawver,  to  present  an  aaHaiato  of  the 
•mount  of  the  onstons  which  will  not  only  aocaraa,  but 
as hich  will  be  aetuaUy  raceiTed  at  the  Trcwiviy  in  the 
year  1816.  The  extent  of  the  coaimeioa,  which  la  ex- 
pected to  be  Mened,  and  the  effects  of  the  ciedits  whieh 
akse  allowed  for  the  payment  of  duties  for  the  year 
1816,  have  bean  already  explained.  The  estiipate, 
therefore,  assumes  the  following  form: 
1.  The  total  revenue  of  the  customs,  accruing  in  the 

year  1816,  being,  as  above  stated        -   $16,000,000 


It  is  estiniated  that,  of  that  sum,  theie 
will  become  payable,  and  will  actually 
be  received  into  the  Tititniy,  in  Uia 


year  1815,  in  the  manner  ezhibitad  in 

the  annexed  schedule  marked  A,  about        8,560,1000 

2.  That  on  account  of  custom-house 
bonds  ouutanding  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1814,  which,  in  the  letter  from 
this  Department,  dated  the  17th  of 
January,  1815,  was  reserved  to  meet 
the  unsatisfied  appropriations  of  that 
year,  there  will  be  received  during  the 

year  1816,  near         ....        3,000,000 

'        "LI  '  ■ 

Making  the  total  amount  of  the  actual 
receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  the 
customs,  for  the  year  1816        -        •      $8,600,000 

The  araya  and  means  of  the  Treasury  for  1816,  pro- 
vided and  payable  during  the  year,  may  now  be  pre- 
aenlad  in  a  ^mr  essentially  different  from  that  which 
was  neocaiarily  taken  in  the  letter  from  this  Depart- 
ment, dated  the  17th  of  January  last,  while  contem- 
plating a  continuance  of  the  war. 
1.  The  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  wIR,  probably, 
produce  a  sum,  inclusive  of  that  receivij)|e   for 
duties  whidi  accrued  prior  to  the  present  /ear,  of 
about $6,600,000 

5.  The  direct  tax,  instead  of  a  sum  of 
$2,000,000,  vfill  probably  give  to  the 
IVeasury,  in  the  vear  1816,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  (acinties  of  the  peace,  a 

sum  of  about .2,600,000 

3.  The  internal  duties,  dd  and  new,  and 
postage,  instead  of  a  sum  of  $7,060,000, 
will  probably  give  to  the  Treasury,  in 
the  year  1816,  in  consequence  of  the 

facttities  of  the  peace,  a  sum  of  about        8,000,000 

4.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  will 

probably  produce,  in  the  year  1816    -        1,000,000 

6.  The  amount  of  incidental  receipts, 
from  miscellaneous  sources,  will>  prob- 
ably, be  about 200,000 

$18,200,000 


While  the  revenue  is  thus  materially  augmented, 
tiw  chaagaa  spoa  the  Trsoeury  will  be  conaidenMy  re- 
daeed.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  Dapattmant,  at 
the  present  time,  to  advert  to  the  estiaoMaee  of  the  a«- 
nenses  of  the  peace  establishment  for  the  War  and 
Navy  DMartmenta;  but  with  the  aid  of  the  public 
eaadit,  and  the  legisiative  aaaetion  lor  the  maasufas 
which  wiU  be  pvapasad,  it  is  baliaffad  ihai^ho  Ttaaaft- 
Tf  will  he  oompetant,  in  that  resfMct,  to  meat  the  moat 
iihenl  vioaw  of  thaOovecaaMnt.  lBd0pendaat,theaa- 
foca,  of  the  estimates  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depait- 
ments,  the  charges  on  the  Treasury  for  the  -yaar  1816 
will  oonslst  of  dw  foUawing  items : 

1.  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  as 
stated  in  the  general  estimates  for  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen      -        -    $1,970,289  39 

2.  The  public  debt  will  call  for  a  sum 
of  $14,723,808  58,  to  answer  the 
following  claims : 

For  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the 
funded  debt  created  before  the  war, 
(the  amount  of  principal  unredeem* 
ed  on  the  31st  of  December,  1814, 
being  abouta  39,905,183  dollars  60 
cents,)  $3,462,776  46. 
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For  interect  of  the  fanded  debt  cre- 
ated sinco  the  war,  (the  amoant  of 
principal  on  December  31, 1814,  be- 
ing $48,680,812  26,  to  which  Utile 
has  been  since  added,)  about — 

$8,000,000  00 

For  the  principal  and 
interest  of  Treasniy 
notes  falling  due  in 
1816,  and  the  first 
Janaary,  1816,  in- 
cluding $620,000  of 
notes  issued  under 
the  act  of  February 
26,  1813,  falling  due 
within  this  period        8,271,033  12 


14,723,808  58 


$16,708,097  97 


It  is  to  be  observed,  howerer,  that  the  preceding  es- 
'  timato  does  not  include  a  sum  of  $2,799,200,  being 
the  principal  of  the  Treasury  notes  which  became  due 
in  1814^  and  remain  unpaid,  because  the  unexecu- 
ted authority  to  raise  money  by  loan  for  that  year  is 
sufficient  to  cover  the  amount,  if  a  loan  can  be  obtain- 
ed, independent  of  the  custom-Jiouse  debt  ($3,000,000) 
which  accrued  in  1814,  but  is  payable  in  1816,  and 
which  is  now  considered  as  part  of  the  excess  of 
$8,976,909  83,  steted  in  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  Janu- 
aiy,  1816,  for  the  purpose  of  being  specifically  trans- 
fened,  in  the  present  estimates,  from  the  ways  and 
means  of  last  year  to  the  credit  of  the  ways  and  means 
for  the  present  year. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  it  appears  that  the  revenue 
for  the  year  1816  will  probably  amount  to  $18,200,000, 
and  that  ways  and  means  are  now  to  be  devised  to  pro- 
vide for  the  difierence  between  that  sum  and  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  the  demands  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1816;  which  will  be  ascerUined .  by  adding  the 
amount  of  the  estimates  for  the  peace  esUblishment  of 
the  War  and  Navy  Departmente  to  the  amount  of  the 
demands  for  the  expenses  of  Government  and  the  pub- 
lic debt,  being,  as  above  steted,  the  sum  of  $16,703,- 
097  97. 

It  only  remains  to  suggest  some  additional 


which  appear  to  be  required  at  this  time  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  pubUc  credit,  and  the  supply  of  the  Treas- 
uiy. 

1.  It  is  respecUully  suggested  that  all  the  holdeis  of 
the  Treasury  notes,  issoed  or  to  be  issued  under  the  au- 
thority of  any  existing  law,  shonid  be  allowed  to  fiind 
them  at  an  interest  of  seven  per  cent;  and  that  inter- 
est be  allowed  on  all  Treasury  noise  which  have  not 
been  punetoaily  paid,  until  the  day  of  funding,  or  of 
payment 

2.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  new  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  should  be  authorised  upon  the  princi- 
ples suggested  in  the  letter  from  this  Department, 
dated  the  17th  of  January.  1815. 

3.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  loan  should  be 
authorized  to  the  amount  necessary,  upon  a  view  ef  all 
the  estimates,  to  complete  the  ways  and  means  for  the 
year  1816. 

4.  It  is  respectfully  suggested,  that  the  exportetion 
of  specie  should  be  prohibited  for  a  limited  period. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, A.  /.  DALLAS. 
J.  W.  fi»PB8,Eiq., 


TAX  BILLS. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
amendatory  of  the  direct  tax  and  furniture  tax 
bill,  were  before  the  House,  and  partly  agreed 
and  partly  disagreed  to.  Amoog  the  amend- 
ments, was  one  repealing  the  section  allowing 
annual  assumption  by  the  States  of  their  respect- 
ive quotas  of  the  direct  tax,  and  allowing  a  de- 
duction of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  amoont  so  as- 
sumed. The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaos 
recommended  a  disagreemeut  to  this  ameodment. 

This  recommendation  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Eppes,  Lowndes,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Babbouk, 
Jaokbon  of  Virginia,  Farbow,  Macon,  and  Tat- 
LOB,and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Pitkin,  and  Sbbpfbt. 

In  favor  of  the  amendment,  it  was  urged,  by 
the  latter  gentlemen,  that,  although  in  time  of 
war  there  might  be  good  reasons  for  authorizisg 
the  anticipation  of  the  revenue  by  allowing  as- 
sumption of  the  direct  tax  by  the  States,  yet,  at 
a  permanent  tsx,  the  direct  tax  and  all  other 
taxes  ought  to  be  collected  by  the  United  States* 
officers;  and,  besides,  that  the  discount  of  fifteen 
per  centum  on  such  assumption  was  loo  great 
Mr.  Sheffey  contended  that  this  mode  of  hyiag 
direct  tax  was  unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  the 
texes  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  people,  an^  not 
on  the  States.  Against  the  amendment  was  op- 
posed the  greater  conveotence  to  the  people  of 
allowing  this  mode  of  assnmptioo,  and  the  obri- 
ous  advanteflres  to  the  United  States  from  that 
mode  of  collection,  which,  it  was  alleged,  was 
also  more  economical  than  any  other,  inasmuch 
as  it  obviated  the  difficulties  and  delays  unavoid- 
ably interposing  in  the  way  of  the  collection  of 
the  direct  tax,  and  insured  greater  security  to  the 
revenue. 

This  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  eventually 
disagreed  to. 

DEFBNCB  OP  NBW  ORLBANa 

An  unfortunate  disagreement  having  arisen 
between  the  two  Houses  as  to  the  terms  of  the 
resolution  bestowing  thanks  on  General  Jackson, 
a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing its  adherence  to  its  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  House  thereto.  This 
left  to  the  House  tlie  alternatiTe  only,  it  was  be- 
lieved, to  adhere  to  or  recede  from  its  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Tboop  proposed  to  adhere,  in  which  course 
he  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Robbbtboh,  Rhba, 
and  HuMPBBBYs;  on  the  other  hand,  Messrs. 
Hawkins^  Wbioht,  and  Macon,  were  desiroiu  of 
receding,  if  a  conference  could  not  be  agreed  oo. 

The  point  of  difference  is,  that  the  House  pro- 
poses to  ascribe  the  merit  of  the  great  achieve- 
ments on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  principally 
to  the  militia  Toionieer  force;  whilst  the  Senate 
has  given  the  merit  generally  to  the  regulars, 
volunteers,  and  militia,  in  language  admitiiog 
the  inference,  it  is  contended,  that  our  force  was 
principally  a  regular  force. 

It  was,  therefore,  argued,  in  favor  of  adhereace, 
that  the  resolution  of  this  House  was  a  veritable 
history  of  the  faett  as  they  occuned,  giring  hobor 
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to  chose  to  wiiom  honor  was  doe,  and  thftt  the 
resolution  had  better  be  lost  altogether  than  to 
enter  upon  record  a  vote  which  would  convey  an 
erroneous  impression,  as  it  was  contended  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  did.  In  favor  of  reced- 
ing, it  was  argued,  that  historv  would  narrate,  in 
conspicuous  characters,  the  tacts  as  they  exist, 
and  that  the  light  in  which  they  would  be  viewed 
by  posterinr,  would  not  depend  on  the  terms  of 
the  vote  or  Congress  on  this  occasion.  The  ob- 
ject of  such  a  vote  was  not  to  afford  materials  for 
history,  but  to  express  the  gratitude  of  the  nation 
to  its  defenders.  In  the  eourse  of  the  debate, 
Mr.  Macon  took  occasion  to  pass  a  very  high 
eulogium  on  the  character  of  Major  Qeneral 
Jackson,  whom  he  said  he  had  long  personally 
known,  and  he  did  not  believe  there  existed  a 
more  honorable  or  highminded  man. 

In  the  end,  the  House  determined,  before  a 
final  decision,  to  reqoest  a  conference  with  the 
Senate  on  the  subiect. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  Ebnt,  of  Maryland  having  called  op  the 
order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Farmers  %nd  Mechanics*  Bank  of  Georgetown— 

Mr.  Yancbt  proposed  to  postpone  this  order  of 
the  day  indefinitely,  under  the  impression  that 
Congress  would  not  act  upon  it  at  the  present 
aeasion. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Jackbon  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Kent,  but  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis being  called  up  by  Mr.  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, the  House  refused  to  go  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  that  bill. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  then  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  motion  indennitely. 

Which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Johnbon, 
and  Mr.  Sharp  of  Kentucky,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  GoLosBOROUGH  of  Maryland. 

In  support  of  the  motion,  it  was  alleged,  gener- 
ally, that  all  the  applications  of  this  character 
ought  to  share  the  same  fate.  Against  it,  it  was 
argued  that  Waahingtoa  had  not  been  hitherto 
equally  favored  by  Congress,  it  being  notorious 
that  there  was  greatly  less  incorporated  bank 
capital  in  Washington  than  in  either  Georgetown 
or  Alexandria.  ^ 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 


Thursday,  February  23. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  '^giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana 
Territory"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill "  for  the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice 
of  Indiana,''  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate, "  authorizing  the  dis- 
cha^e  of  Edward  Mavtin  from  imprisonnMnt," 
13th  Coiv.  Sd  8x83.-38 


was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  better  tem- 
porary accommodation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress,'' was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  to  repeal  certain 
acts  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  back  to  the  House  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain 
claims  for  the  services  of  the  militia,  sent  from 
the  Senate,  without  amendment;  and  it  waa 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole* 

Mr.  Eppeo,  under  the  direction  of  the  saaa 
committee,  moved, 

<*  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  at  the  next  session  a  general  tariff  of  duties 
proposed  to  be  imposed  upon  imported  goods,  waieSy 
and  merchandise.'^ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem,  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Setbbrt,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs  were  instracted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  purchase 
of  the  vessels  captured  by  Commodore  Macdo* 
nough  on  Lake  Champlain  in  the  month  of  SejK 
tember  last,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Sherwood,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any.  what  alterations  ought 
to  be  made  in  the  laws  relative  to  duties  imposed 
on  stills,  employed  solely  in  the  rectification  of 
spirituous  liquors. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  '*An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  certain 
acts  now  in  force  for  this  purpose,"  with  amend* 
meots.  They  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles :  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise^, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a 
discriminating  duty  on  tonnap^e  between  foreigi^ 
vessels  and  vesseia  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  ^^ 
'*An  act  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
*  An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  car* 
tain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;' "  **An  act  to  provide  a  library  room, 
and  for  transporting  the  liorary  lately  purchased;'^ 
and  "An  act  to  repeal  certain  acts  concerning  the 
flotilla  service,  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which 
ameiidments  and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  They  agree  to  the  amendment  to 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovera- 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold  aira 
silver  watches,"  and  insist  on  their  fifth  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  this  House. 

The  biu  from  the  Senate,  ^  to  rapaai  certain 
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acts  therein  mentioDed,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
aod  passed. 

Two  or  three  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  one  of  which  it 
appeared  was  of  a  confidential  nature  \  and  the 
doors  were  closed  and  galleries  cleared,  and,  after 
80  remaining  for  a  short  time,  were  aeain  opened  ; 
when  the  following  Message,  being  of  a  public  na- 
ture, was  read : 
7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreaentaiives  of  the  United  Statea : 

•  I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  two  ratified  treaties 
which  were  entered  into  on  the  psrt  of  the  United 
States,  one  on  the  22d  day  of  Jnly,  1814,  with  the  sev* 
eral  tribes  of  Indians,  called  the  Wyandotts,  Delawares, 
Bhawanees,  Senacas,  and  Miamies ;  the  other  on  the 
9th  day  of  August,  1814,  with  the  Creek  nation  of  In- 


n  It  IS  referred  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  how 
far  liOfl^atiTe  provisions  may  be  necessary  for  carrying 
any  part  of  those  stipulations  into  eflect. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
FXBBVA&T  82,  1816. 

The  Message  and  treaties  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  which  may  hereafter  be  forfeited 
within  the  Jefferson  rille  district,  to  be  exposed 
for  sale  at  the  land  office  within  the  same;  the 
engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  discharge  of  A.  B. 
Ross  from  his  imprisonment;  the  engrossed  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Spriggs;  the  engrossed 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Sa?age  and  others; 
the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Fra- 
zer,  and  the  representatives  of  Charles  ficcleston ; 
the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  P. 
Bennet;  and  the  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  "for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  Territory  of  Missouri,"' 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Lattimore,  from  the  select  committee  on 
'the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mirsissippi 
Territory,  praying  admis:*ion  iolo  the  Union, 
made  a  report  favorable  thereto,  accoinpanied  by  a 
bill  authorizing  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Mississippi  to  call  a  conveotion  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  Constitution  and  State  Government 
preparatory  to  admission  into  the  Union.  The 
report  was  read,  and,  with  the  bill,  on  the  motion 
'of  Mr.  L.,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 
.  By  the  articles  of  cession  and  agreement  between 
'  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  Territory  aforesaid  shall  form  a  State, 
and  be  admitted  as  such  into  the  Union,  as  soon  as  it 
shall  contain  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants,  or  at  an 
earlier  period,  if  Congress  shall  think  it  expedient. 
Agreeably  to  the  last  general  census,  the  population  of 
this  Territory,  of  all  descriptions,  amounted  to  forty 
'  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  souls.  Since 
this  was  taken,  the  amount  has  considerably  increased 
by  the  annexation  of  that  part  of  West  Florida  which 
lies  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  also,  as  your  committee 
are  informed,  by  emigrations  to  the  eastern  settlements 
^  the  Tamtoiy  fiom  several  of  the  Sutes. 


Your  committee  are  in  powaasiom  of  no  data  firom 
which  they  can  form  an  estimate  of  the  number  to 
which  these  accessions  of  population  may  amount; 
but  they  deem  it  not  an  unreasonable  presnmpti<m 
that  the  return  of  peace,  by  renewing  inducements  to 
emigration,  may  produce  an  iocrease  to  the  amount 
required  by  the  agreement  with  Georgia,  by  the  time 
the  usual  preparatory  steps  can  be  taken  towards  the 
actual  admission  of  the  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a 
State.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  as  if  what  is  now 
solicited  would  be  obtained,  of  course,  in  a  few  jean 
at  most. 

The  question,  then,  is,  is  it  expedient  to  provide  for 
the  adoption  of  this  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a 
iavor,  or  was  its  admission  of  right  1 

The  expediency  of  anticipating  the  admisnon  of  tlus 
community  to  the  rights  of  an  independent  State  In- 
volves in  its  oonsideration  as  well  the  particular  inter- 
est of  the  Territory  as  the  general  interest  of  the 
United  Sutes.  In  relation  to  the  former,  it  k  to  be 
presumed  that  the  people  themselves,  who  an  best 
acquainted  with  Uieir  own  local  condition,  can  best 
judge  of  their  ability  to  bear  the  additional  expense  of 
self-government,  and  weigh  other  consequences  which 
may  ensue  from  the  change.  As  it  respects  the  latter, 
your  committee  possess  no  focts  which  would  add  to 
the  information,  and  can  oiler  no  reasons  wlucli  would 
influence  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  this  pouiL 
Their  mere  opinion  is  all  they  have  to  sohmit ,-  and  it 
is,  that  there  would  be  no  impropriety  in  principle,  and 
no  injury  in  effect,  to  the  interest  of  the  natJMi,  in  pro- 
viding, without  further  delay,  for  the  admission  of  the 
Territory  iii  question  into  the  union  of  the  States. 

This  Territory  has  been,  as  your  committee  believe, 
a  longer  time  under  the  restraints  of  political  minority 
than  any  other  Territory  of  the  United  States ;  and 
they  can  perceive  no  good  reason  why  its  enlargement 
should  still  be  deferred,  merely  on  account  of  its  pres- 
ent deficiency  of  numbers,  since  a  like  deficiency  M 
not  prevent  others,  or  one  other  at  least,  from  the  en- 
joyment of  a  similar  boon. 

Hitherto  your  committee  have  considered  thU  sub- 
ject as  though  the  admission  solicited  were  desired  hj 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  withont  delay,  but 
they  cannot  undertake  to  state  that  sudi  is  the  fact. 
While  it  is  true,  that  it  has  been  prayed  for  and  urged 
with  much  interest  and  zeal  at  several  successive  ses- 
sions, it  is  also  true  that  at  the  last  one  at  which  the 
subject  was  brought  before  Congress  there  wero  count- 
er-petitions, praying  that  it  might  be  posftponed.  How 
far  a  union  of  sentiment  and  wishes  may  be  inferred 
from  the  absence  of  any  counter-petition  at  the  pres- 
ent sesdon,  when  it  was  known  that  the  memorial 
under  consideration  had  been  forwarded,  your  com- 
mittee are  not  prepared  to  say.  They  can,  however, 
judge  and  act  from  only  wliSt  is  before  them ;  and  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple express  the  will  of  their  constituents,  unless  the 
contrary  appears.  To  which  consideration  it  may  be 
added,  that  the  extinguishment  of  the  Yazoo  claims 
having  removed  what  was  perhaps  the  most  general 
objection  to  admission,  it  is  probable  that  many  who 
were  opposed  to  it  are  now  in  favor  of  it ;  and,  since 
peace  is  restored,  it  is  probable,  also,  that  many  others 
will  desire  to  exchange  the  restrictions  of  a  Territory 
for  the  rights  of  a  State.  I^  however,  from  local  con- 
siderations, other  than  those  suggested,  a  diflcrence  oi 
opinion  in  relatioiL  to  the  expediency  of  this  object 
should  still  exist,  your  committee  eonceivo  thai  llio 
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qnastion  ctnnot  be  more  fairly  settled  than  by  a  oon- 
0  TentioD,  which  should  first  decide  whether  it  should 
Ibnn  a  constitution  or  not,  and  which  might  be  chosen 
with  a  reference  to  the  respective  sentiments  of  the 
members  on  this  particular  point. 

Believing  it  expedient,  therefore,  that  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territoiy  should  be  authorized  to  elect 
a  convention »  with  powers  to  form  a  constitution,  as 
prayed  for  by  the  memorialis|i^,  your  committee  have 
prepared  a  bUI  for  this  purposCi  which  they  ask  leave 
to  report 

MILITIA  BOUNTY. 
The  following  resolutions  were  submiited  by 
Mr.  Easton  : 

1.  Rnohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af« 
fiirs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
lowing to  each  non-oommissioned  officer  and  private  of 
the  miiitiaof  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  have  performed 
a  tour  of  duty  by  Qrder  of  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  a  donation  in  lands,  as  a  compensation  for 
their  services. 

2.  lUtobfed,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expedienqr  of  granting  donations  of 
land  to  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  said  Territory,  who 
have  been  forced  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States 
to  abandon  their  plantations  or  dwellings,  and  who 
have  not  abandoned  or  removed  out  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coDsider  the  said  reso- 
lutions, and  the  same  were  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

1.  R$$oh>€d,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  which  relates  to  the  militia,  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  each  non- 
commissioned officer  and  private  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  and  Territories  thereof,  who  have  per- 
loimed  a  tour  of  duty  by  the  order  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  a  donation  in  lands,  as  a  compen- 
sation fox  their  services. 

3.  Reioiwdf  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  donations 
of  lands  to  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  said  States  and 
Territories,  who  have  been  forced  by  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States  to  abandon  their  plantations  and 
dweUingSy  and  who  have  not  abandoned  or  removed 
out  of  the  said  States  or  Territories. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  reso- 
lutions, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
PAY  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  Vermont,  offered  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution: 

Reaohtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Wtys  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  by  law  for  paying  the  members  of  this  House 
in  money  current  in  the  States  to  which  they  respect- 
ively belong. 

This  motion  gare  rise  to  some  debate. 

Mr.  FisK  grounded  his  motion  on  the  discount 
the  Eastern  members  were  oblijited  to  pay  for 
Eastern  notes,  and  the  alleged  impropriety  of 
members  of  Congress  travelliog  from  shop  to  shop 
selling  their  wages,  or  bartering  off  (he  notes  they 
receive  in  payment  for  such  as^hail  be  current 
in  their  States,  dbc. 

Mr.  Rhei.  moved  to  amend  the  resolQtion,  by 


striking  out  the  latter  part  of  it,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words  "  Treasury  notes  or  bank 
notes." 

The  object  of  the  whole  motion  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Fi8E,and  Mr.  Potter,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Newton.  Mr.  Farrow, 
Mr.  Eppes,  Mr.  Inobam,  Mr.  McKim,  and  Mr. 
Hawkins,  who  denied  both  its  necessity  and  ex- 
pediency. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Hawkins  moved  an  indefinite  postpone^ 
ment  of  the  whole  subject,  on  the  general  and 
very  obvious  ground  of  the  injustice  of  members 
of  Cooffress  discriminating  between  themselres 
and  other  public  creditors,  who  have  at  leasl 
equally  high  claims  on  the  Government. 

Several  unsuccessful  motions  were  made  to  get 
rid  of  this  question,  by  proceeding  to  the  orders  oi 
the  day,  or  laying  it  on  the  table.  The  question 
on  indefinite  postponement,  was  at  length  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays — for  the  postponement  62, 
against  it  50,  as  follows : 

YsAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bard,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Uaperton, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Coz,  Crawford, 
CreightoD,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
Dnvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  Tork, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Geddes,  Oholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din.  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Uawes,  Hawkins,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Ma- 
ryland, Kerr,  Lefierts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Piper,  Pleas- 
ants, Rhea  of  Pensylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  8evier» 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Vurginia,  TannehiU,  Taylor, 
Telfeur,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wfl- 
liams,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bi^alow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Champion,  Cooper, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  GaslOQ, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hender^ 
SOD,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hulbert,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Moseley,  Nelson, 
Oakley,  Parker,  Pickering,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Slayma- 
ker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wibon  of  Massachusetts,  WUson  of  Pennsylvania^ 
Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

So  the  resolve  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Territory  of  Illinois.  And  debate  arising 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McLean,  oa 
the  21st  instant,  the  House  adjourned. 


Fridat,  February  24. 
The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  disa- 
greement to  the  tifih  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  ^'  to  amend  the  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  ux  upon  the  United  States,  and 
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to  proride  for  assessioe  and  coUeetiDgthe  same;" 
and  the  act  "  to  proride  additional  rercDnes  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  GoYernment,  and  main- 
tainiM;  the  public  credit,  bv  laying  a  doty  on  house- 
hold furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silrer  watches.** 
Whereupon, 

Raolvedi  That  this  House  insist  on  their  disa- 
greement to  the  said  fifth  amendment,  and  ask  a 
conference  with  the  Senate  upon  the  subject- 
matter  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Eppes,  Lowndes,  and 
Oaklet,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  conference 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  amendmenu  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  *<  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  certain 
nets  now  in  force  for  that  purpose,*'  were  read, 
nnd,  together  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "further  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  proriding  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"*  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ''to  repeal  so  much 
of  the  sereral  acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  and  ressels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  as 
imposes  a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage  between 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  between  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  provide  a  library 
room,  and  for  transporting  the  library  lately  pur- 
chased,** was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Commiuee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  repeal  certain 
«et8  concerning  the  flotilla  service,  and  for  other 
purposes,**  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
C/ommittee  on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Taoup,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  Congress  expressive  of 
their  sense  of  General  Jackson*:*  great  achieve- 
ment, made  a  report,  recommending  a  modifica- 
tion thereof,  which  was  agreed  to  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  Tork,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  Mr.  Ci7lpeper's  motion 
for  a  thanksgiving  day,  reported  the  same  with 
amendments;  which  having  been  agreed  lo,  the 
resolution  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

TAX  COLLECTORS. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  engrossed  bill  to  fix  the  compensations  and 
increase  the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  collection  thereof,  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments ;  which  were 


read,  and  the  first  thereof  was  eoncorred  in  by 
the  House.  { 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
second  amendment,  which  proposes  to  strike  oat 
the  following  words  contained  in  the  8th  section 
of  the  bill,  to  wit : 

*<  And  it  shall  iiiither  be  the  datj  of  the  said  ooUee- 
ton,  by  themselves,  or  their  depnties,  to  attend  at  the 
oonrt>hoase  of  each  of  the  comities  or  districts  com- 
posing theb  respective  collection  districts,  on  the  first 
and  second  days  of  each  term  of  the  comt  of  the  county 
or  common  pleas  in  said  eonnty  or  district,  if  the  eoort 
eontinne  in  sssrion  so  long." 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  76,  nays 
49,  as  follows: 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avoy, 
Barbonr,  Bard*  Bigdow,  Bines,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Brsd- 
buiy,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhonn,  Comstock,  Gondid, 
Crawford,  Cn^ton,  Crouch,  CnObert,  Davis  of  Pean- 
sylvania,  Desha,  Dovmll,  Ely,  Eppes,  Piadley,  Fkk 
of  New  Tork,  Forsyth,  Goodwyn,  Giiffin,  Hall,  Hss- 
brond,  Hopkins  of  Kentndy,  Humphnja,  Ingenol, 
Ingham,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Yugjaak, 
Johnson  of  KentucW,  Law,  Leffetts,  Lowndes*  hjk, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mosslej,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkm,  WiHism  Reed,  JZea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penaigrlvam's*  Sniidi  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  iWiehiD,  Taylor, 
Tel&ir,  Troup,  Udree,  Wheaton,  Williams^  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Wmter,  and  Wright 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bri|^iam,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Cham- 
pion, Clopton,  Cooper,  Cnlpeper,  Farrow,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  GoldslionNigh, 
Grosvenor,  Hals,  Hanis,  Hawes,  flendason,  Hnbbaid, 
Hnngerford,  Hnlbert,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Neir 
Yorl^  Kerr,  King  of  MassachnsefiB,  Lovett,  Maesa, 
Mailoell,  Montgomeiy,  Nelson,  Pickens,  Pleassnis, 
Roggles,  SchnremanySeviei^  Sherwood,  8hipheid,Sisf- 
maker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stnart,  Tboaipson,  Vess, 
Wsrd  of  Massachusetts,  White,  Wikor,  Wilson  ef 
Massachusetts,  and  Yanoey. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  re-engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

RELATIONS  WITH  ALGIERS. 

The  following  report,  yesterday  transmitted  to 
the  House  by  the  Presidbkt  op  ths  Uirteo 
States,  was  read : 

DarAsrmavT  of  Statb,  Feb.  SO^  1815. 

The  acting  Seeretury  of  State,  to  whom  was  refisnfd 
the  resolntion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
15th  instant,  requesting  the  President  of  the  VtuUd 
States  to  cause  to  be  iud  before  that  House  such  in- 
formation as  he  shall  deem  necessaiy  to  be  rammnni- 
cated,  toudiing  the  state  of  relations  existing  between 
the  United  Stetes  and  the  Baibaiy  P6wen,  has  the 
honor  to  state,  that,  according  to  the  latest  acoonnts 
from  Morocco,  Tunis,  and  Tripoii»  our  rslatioiis  widi 
those  Powers  remained  npon  their  former  footing ;  nor 
is  there  any  particular  reason  to  belie^re  that  any  chaage 
has  since  taken  place. 

It  will  appear,  by  the  documents  aeoompanying  the 
Message  of  the  President  to  Congress  on  the  17th  No* 
▼ember,  1812,  that  the  Dey  of  Algiers  had,  ▼ioieatly 
and  without  just  cause,  obliged  the  Consul  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  aO  American  dtiieos  then  in  Algiers^ 
to  leave  that  ]daoe  in  a  manner  highly  oAnsiva  to  tliclr 
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Qoufttrj  tod  iDlniioiui  to  theniMlvMt  and  in  nolation 
of  the  treaty  t£en  subniting  between  the  two  natioofl. 
It  appean,  moreoTer,  that  he  exacted  from  the  Conaal, 
under  pain  of  immediate  imprisonment,  a  large  ram  of 
money,  to  which  he  had  no  daim  but  what  originated 
in  hia  own  injustice. 

These  acts  of  Tiolence  and  outrage  have  been  fol- 
lowed 1^  the  capture  of  at  least  one  American  TOseel, 
and  by  the  seiiare  of  an  American  citizen  on  board  a 
neutral  TesseL  The  unfortunate  persons  thus  captured, 
an  yet  held  in  captivity,  with  the  exception  of  two  of 
them,  who  haTe  beea  ransomed.  Every  efibrt  to  ob- 
tain the  release  of  the  others  has  proved  abortive ;  and 
there  is  some  reason  to  believe  tnat  they  are  held  by 
die  Dey  as  a  means  by  which  he  calculates  to  extort 
from  the  United  States  a  degrading  treaty. 

JAWSS  MONBOE. 

The  ealleries  were  then  eleaied^  and  the  doors 
of  the  House  closed,  and  so  remained  antii  near 
fire  o'clock,  when  the  House  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Febroary  25. 

Mr.  Efpes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a 

sum  not  exceeding dollars ;  which  was  read 

twiee^  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  fippfis  also  reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  specie,  gold  or  silrer  coins,  or  bul* 
lion;  which  was  reaa  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tam GET,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Parish ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yamcet,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  William  Thornton,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Nayai 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  the  vessels  captured  on  Lake  Champlain; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  also  from  the  Naral  Commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  repealing 
certain  acts  relative  to  the  flotilla  service,  reported 
an  amendment  thereto,  the  object  of  whicn  was 
to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  to  be  sold  such 
of  the  gunboats  now  in  service  as  he  shall  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  retain.  And  this  amendment 
being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time,  and  was  accordingly  subsequently  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  desired  in  the  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Ordered,  That  the  digest  of  the  manufactures 
of  the  United  States,  made  in  pursuance  of  an 
order  of  this  House,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury»be  distributed  amongst 
the  memoers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  Exeeutive 
authorities  of  the  States  and  Territories. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
Hoosei  entitled  ''An  act  to  amead  and  extend  the 


provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  of  April,  1814. 
entitled  *  An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their 
location,' "  with  amendments.  The  amendments 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Territory  of  Illinois;  and  the  amendment 
proposed  bf  Mr.  McLean,  on  the  21st  instant,  was 
concurred  m  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  fix  the  compensations  and 
increase  the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of 
the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other 
purposes,  connected  with  the  collection  thereof, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  resolution  tor  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  upon  the  President 
and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  of  thanks- 
giving to  Almighty  CSod  for  his  goodness  in  re- 
storing to  these  United  States  the  blessings  of 
peace,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  repeal  ceruin 
acts  concerning  the  flotilla  service,  and  for  other 
purposes,'^  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  recommending  the  navigatioa 
of  American  vessels  exclusively  by  American 
seamen,  either  natives,  or  such  as  are  already 
naturabzed.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  B^or- 
eign  Relations. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  offered  for  constdera- 
tioii  the  folk>wing  resolution : 

BeBoi9ed,  That  a  committee  be  appdnted  to  inquire 
into  the  ezpediency,  of  providiBg  by  law,  for  the  meet* 
ing  of  the  next  Congrses. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  it 
was  necessary  to  pass  such  a  law ;  but  he  was 
prepared  to  sav  that  the  state  of  the  nation  was 
such  as  to  make  it  expedient  to  inquire  into  the 
surbject,  and  ascertain  whether  an  extra  session 
might  not  be  necessary,  or,  if  not,  at  an  earlier 
session  than  will  take  place  otherwise* 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  anaatmoosly  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  ^  expressive  of  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major  Qeneral  JacksoUi  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  ffallantry 
and  good  condoet  hi  the  defence  of  New  Or- 
leans/' modified  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference.  They  agree  to  the 
conference  upon  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two 
Houses  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  fifth 
amendment  to  the  bill  "*  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  layin^^  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
ing and  eolleoting  the  same,"  and  the  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  provide  additional  reveniMB  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovemment,and  main* 
taining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house* 
hold  f umitsre  and  on  giud  and  silver  watehas  f^ 
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to  which  conference  they  have  appointed  mana- 
gers on  their  part.  They  have  passed  the  bill 
from  the  House,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
establish  post  roads,"  with  amendments.  And 
they  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles: 
"An  act  maKins  farther  provision  for  completing 
the  public  buildings  at  West  Point,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  Military  Academy;"  and 
"An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  liiAited  time, 
the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  for  establishing  trading 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes ;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

PROTECTION  TO  MANUFACTURES. 
Mr.  Setbert  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  residing  in  the  city  and  counter  of 
Philadelphia,  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  afford 
to  the  manufacturers  of  the  country  that  protec- 
tion and  support  necessary  to  bring  them  to  ma- 
turity*— The  memorial  is  as  follows : 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  in  Congress  met,  the 
memorial  of  the  manufactarers  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia  respectfully  showeth : 
That  your  memorialists,  while  filled  with  joy  and 
exultation  for  the  inestimable  blessing  of  honorable 
peace  to  their  country,  cannot  divest  themselves  of 
anxiety  and  dread  for  the  fate  of  the  infant  mannfac- 
turesy  whose  existence  and  prosperity  are  unquestion- 
it^y  of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  -  community. 
That,  trusting  to  Providence,  to  the  wisdom  and  pro- 
taelion  of  your  honorable  body,  and  to  their  own  in- 
dustry, they  look  forward,  with  hope,  to  the  permanent 
#t|jUibliahment  of  such  manufactures  as  shall  render  the 
United  States  independent  on  foreign  nations  for  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  life. 

That,  confiding  implicitly  in  the  wisdom  and  patri- 
otism of  your  honorable  body,  your  memorialists  will 
not  presume  to  suggest  any  particular  measure,  but 
will  content  themselves  with  observing,  that  every 
dvilized  nation  has  thought  projfter,  by  legislative  acts, 
to  afford  to  the  industry  of  their  respective  countries 
that  protection  and  support  necessaij  to  brmg  forth  to 
maturity  Uie  establishment  of  manuractures  necessary 
to  Uieir  existence  and  prosperity*  The  intimate  con- 
nexion of  the  agricultural  with  the  manu&cturing  in- 
terest, and  the  extreme  importance  of  a  competent 
supply,  in  times  of  war,  for  the  Army  and  .Navy  of  the 
United  States,  without  dependence  on  foreign  aid,  wUl 
be  so  obvious  to  your  honorable  body  as  to  require  no 
comment  on  the  part  of  your  memorialists. 

But  your  memorialists  respectfuliv  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  the  existence 
and  correction  of  an  abuse,  which  is,  at  the  same  time, 
destructive  of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States,  highly 
injurious  to  the  honest  merchant,  and,  if  persisted  in, 
will  render  entirely  useless  any  law  enacting  protecting 
duties.  This  abuse  is  the  introduction,  Uiroagh  the 
custom-houses  of  our  country,  of  merchandise  subject 
to  ad  valorem  duties,  at  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  of 
their  value.  This  enormity,  practised  in  various  shapes, 
cannot  be  checked  by  any  provision  of  the  present  rev- 
enue laws,  and  it  is  to  th^  wisdom  of  your  honorable 
body,  alone,  Uiat  your  memorialists  and  the  country 
oan  look  for  a  competent  remedy.  This  remedy  may 
yiQl^bly  be  foimd  in  the  aubstitatiQn  of  specific  for  ad 


valorem  duties,  or  in  the  establishment  of  a  board,  at 
each  custom-house,  possessing  the  requisite  power; 
which  board  might  be  composed  of  the  collector  and 
naval  officer,  and  one  respectable  competent  individual 
capable  of  deciding  on  the  value  of  merchandise  im- 
ported. The  extraordinaiy  expense  to  be  borne  by  the 
merchandise  imported. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  add,  that,  in  making 
the  above  suggestion,  they  resign  themselves,  with  per- 
fect confidence,  to  the  better  judgment  of  your  honor- 
able body.  And  for  the  welfore  of  your  honorable  body 
your  memorialists  will  ever  sincerely  prsj. 

THOMAS  Glh¥l%andother$. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means* 

PROTESTED  BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE. 

Mr.  Hawkins  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  refund- 
ing to  individuals  the  amount  of  damages,  or  loss  of 
interest  sustained  in  consequence  of  Uie  protest  of 
any  bUls  of  exchange,  drawn  on  the  Government  by 
any  individuals,  wi&in  the  last  last  twelre  months. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  McKim,  for  facU 
on  which  this  motion  was  predicated — 

Mr.  Hawkin3  stated,  that  there  had  been  a 
few  instances  in  which  individuals  had  procured 
bills  of  exchange  on  the  Government,  and,  in 
consequence  of  inability  lo  pay  them,  had  beea 
compelled  to  pay  damages  thereon.  There  was 
only  one  case  within  his  own  knowledge,  and  that 
was  one  in  which  an  individual  had  paid  for  a 
draft  on  the  Government  $14,000,  which  draft 
had  been  sold  by  him  to  the  Bank  of  Kentucky, 
by  it  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom, 
through  the  Bank  of  Washington,  it  bad  been 
presented  to  the  Government,  protested  for  want 
of  funds,  and  returned.  The  laws  of  Kentucky 
authorizing  ten  per  cent,  damages  on  protested 
bills,  paid  over  to  third  persons,  that  allowance 
had  been  claimed  by  the  banks,  and  the  individuals 
compelled  to  pay  it.  The  bill  bad  since  been 
presented  by  him  (Mr.  Hawkins)  to  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  paid  in  Treasury  uotes.  on  which  the  per- 
son before  named  was  compelled  to  pay  six  and 
a  half  per  cent,  discount. 

Mr.  Farrow  opposed  the  motion  at  some 
length,  and  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  to  the 
end  thereof,  the  following  words:  "And  also 
'  Treasury  notes  which  have  been  paid  by  the 
'  Gk)vernment  to  fair  creditors,  and  necessan'// 
*  sold  by  said  creditors  at  a  discount." 

This  amendment,  after  some  conversation,  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to  by  a  small  majority— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawkins,  the  motioa  as 
amended  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wbol^ 
on  the  bill  for  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment; and  the  first  section  of  the  bill  haring- 
been  read,  which  proposes  to  fix  it  at  tea  thoa* 
sand  men — 

Mr.  Troup  said  the  Military  Bstablisbmeiit  had 
just  been  pcrfecced--tbe  Army  iiad  jast  been 
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made  ooe  of  the  finest  in  tbe  world,  when  it  be* 
eame  necessary  to  reduce  it.  It  was  the  less  to  be 
regretted,  bowcYer,  as  the  cause  of  it  was  a  sub- 
ject of  sincere  ao^  unirersal  conmitalation— it 
was  proper  to  reduce  the  Army.  The  only  ques- 
tions for  the  House  were,  1st.  The  extent  of  tbe 
reduction.    2diy.  The  mode  of  reduction. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  (the  extent  of  reduc- 
tion) he  presumed  that  three  objects  ought  to 
claim  the  attention  of  the  House.  1st.  The  se- 
curity of  the  country ;  2d]y.  The  interest  of  the 
country ;  and  3dly.  The  just  claims  of  the  Army. 

In  considering  tbe  security  of  the  country,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  advert  to  the  actual  state 
of  the  country.  The  war  had  this  moment  ter- 
minated and  left  us  surrounded  with  the  fleets  and 
armies — tbe  formidable  fleets  and  armies  of  our 
late  enemy.  What  security  had  we  that  those 
fleets  and  armies  would  be  withdrawn  ?  At  least 
we  had  no  other  security  than  the  good  faith  of 
the  nation  with  whom  we  had  concluded  the 
peace.  Admitting  that  faith  to  be  what  it  ought 
to  be,  he  submitted  with  much  deference  to  the 
House,  whether  the  security  of  any  country  ought 
to  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  good  faith  of  any 
other  country.  He  presumed  that  a  respectable 
military  force  would  be  a  much  safer  depen- 
dence. So  said  the  policy  and  practice  ox  ail 
civilized  nations*— so  said  the  policy  and  practice 
of  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  There  the  praeiicc 
was  to  disband  or  withdraw  part  poMu — the  one 
Povirer  withdrawing  as  the  other  withdrew — the 
one  Power  reducing  as  the  other  reduced.  He 
did  not  know  an  instance  in  European  history 
of  two  nations  terminating  a  war,  by  an  honora- 
ble peace,  where  the  one  instantaneously  reduced 
itsmilitary  forcetoa  Peace  Establishment,  leaving 
the  other  to  maintain  its  force  on  a  War  Estab- 
lishment upon  its  frontier.  Such,  however,  would 
be  precisely  our  case  if  we  determined  on  a  sud- 
den and  great  redaction  of  the  army. 

Tbe  treaty  of  peace  had  stipulated  the  surren- 
der of  posts  and  tbe  restoration  of  certain  prop- 
ertv — Mth  were  importaot,  and  yet  what  security 
had  we  that  either  stipulation  would  be  fulfilled 
if  we  suddenly  stripped  ourselves  of  our  miliury 
power  ?  We  would  have  no  reliance  left  but  on 
the  good  faith  of  our  late  enemy.  If  the  posts 
were  not  surrendered  or  the  property  restored,  be 
presumed  we  would  begin  to  reorganize  and 
restore  our  Army ;  he  thought  it  therefore  more 
wise  and  more  prudent,on  the  ground  of  security, 
to  make  our  reduction  moderate,  limited,  and 
gradual. 

But,  3dly.  The  interest  of  the  country.  The 
interest  of  the  country,  in  one  sense  of  the  word, 
required  not  merely  the  reduction  but  the  annihila- 
tion of  the  Army.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  coon- 
try  to  relieve  the  Government  and  country  from 
the  burden  of  the  whole  military  expense ;  but 
this  could  only  be  done  by  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  military  force.  Why,  therefore,  was  it 
not  proposed  to  put  down  the  Army  altogether  ? 
Only  because  the  security  of  the  country  forbade 
it.  Here,  then,  was  a  consideration  of  interest 
eonneoted  with  theconsideration  of  security.  But 


there  was  an  interest  distinct  and  independent  ;f 
it  was  that  which  would  look  with  a  steady  eye^ 
to  what  were  considered  great  and  important 
rights  and  principles,  not  settled  by  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  treaty  of  peace  was  a  treaty  of  peace* 
merely'^it  was  properly  such — it  proposed  little 
more  than  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Much  more* 
remained  to  be  settled ;  rights,  principles  and  in* 
terests,  considered  essential  to  the  prosperity  of 
commerce,  navigation  and  fisheries,  remained  to^ 
be  settled.  This  was  to  be  done  in  the  only  way^ 
in  which  it  ought  to  be  done-<-by  a  treaty  or  com-' 
merce.  Nations  negotiate  with  more  weight  and 
influence  with  arms  in  their  hands  than  without! 
them,  and  a  large  army  would  carry  into  a  nego- 
tiation more  weight  and  influence  than  a  small 
one  ;  he  submitted  therefore  to  the  House,  whe- 
ther a  great  and  sudden  reduction  of  the  Army 
would  not  prejudice  those  rights  and  interests/ 
and  whether  the  interest  of  the  United  States  di(f 
not,  on  this  account,  require  for  tbe  present  the^ 
exhibition  of  a  respectable  military  force.  * 

But,  3dly.  The  just  claims  of  the  Army.  Whe- 
ther the  reduction  were  great  or  small,  instanta-^ 
neous  or  eventual,  the  just  claims  of  the  Army 
could  not  fail  to  be  a  subject  of  consideration  with 
the  House.  By  the  just  claims  of  the  Army  hO' 
did  not  mean  to-be  understood  as  speaking  of  ab-' 
solute  right  on  the  one  side  and  correspondent  ab- 
solute obligation  on  the  other ;  all  he  meant  was, 
a  just  and  equitable  claim  to*  liberal  provision 
from  the  generosity  of  the  Legislature.  Tbe  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  to  be  disbanded  were  entitled  to 
a  liberal  provision,  not  because  they  bad  embark- 
ed in  the  regular  service — not  because  they  had 
exposed  their  lives  in  defence  of  their  country-^ 
not  because  very  many  of  them  had  been  wounded 
and  disabled — not  because  very  manv  of  them 
had  fallen,.  leaving  their  wives  and.  children  4^, 
pendent  on  the.  charities. of  the  world — not  bov 
cause  these  brave  men  were  still  willing  further 
to  expose  their  lives— not  because  their  skill  and* 
valor  had  greatly  contributed  to  the  restoration 
of  the  blessings  of  peace-^not  for  all  these— but 
because  they  had  entered  into  the  service  for  years, 
I>erhaps  forever ;  abandoning  the  pursuits  of  civil 
life  by  which  they  subsisted  and  oetaking  them- 
selves to  arms  as  a  profession.  This  profession 
was  not  by  their  own  act,  but  by  the  act  of  Qov- 
ernment  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  taken  from 
them,  and  they  were  turned  upon  the  world  with- 
out occupation,  many  of  them  penniless  and  in 
debt.  It  was  right,  it  was  just,  that  a  provision 
should  be  made  which  would  enable  them  to  sub- 
sist until  they  could  find  employment,  it  was  the 
more  so  in  a  country  where  there  was  no  pension 
list,  no  hotel  of  invalids;  it  was  on  this  principle 
that  all  Governments  had  made  liberal  and  gen- 
erous provision  for  disbanded  officers ;  it  was  on 
this  principle  that  the  Old  Congress  had  made 
provision  for  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  Revo* 
lotion.  The  provision  proposed  was  far  from  a  lib' 
eral  provision,  but  it  was  better  than  nothing;  it 
was  a  provision  in  land  and  not  in  money ;  because 
it  was  believed  to  be  more  convenient  to  the  Qov- 
eroment  to  give  land  than  money.    He  hoped 
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thai  the  House  woaid  never  think  of  disbanding 
the  Armr  without  making  some  prorision. 

Secondly.  The  mode  of  redaction.  There  were 
three  modes  of  redacing  the  Army  ;  the  first  was, 
by  retaining  in  serWce  all  the  regiments,  reducing 
both  officers  and  men — the  skeletons  of  regiments 
being  preserved,  it  would  only  be  necessary  on  any 
amergencv  compelling  a  resort  to  arms,  to  fill  op 
and  supply ;  the  second  mode  was,  by  reducing 
the  number  of  regiments  one-half  or  one-third, 
and  reducing  at  the  same  time  both  officers  and 
men  of  each  regiment,  but  so  reducing  the  officers 
aa  to  retain  a  sufficient  number  of  field,  and  com- 
pany, and  staff  officers  to  enable  the  Government 
on  the  recurrence  of  war  to  double  the  number  of 
f«|[iments,  giving  toeach  regiment  an  experienced 
officer  of  the  various  grades ;  the  third  mode  was, 
the  consolidation  and  reduction  proposed  by  the 
bill,  the  effect  of  which  was,  to  reduce  the  Army 
to  the  old  Peace  Establishment.  It  was  hoped 
that  the  House  would  consider  the  reduction  to 
ten  thousand  as  the  lowest  possible  reduction;  it 
would  reduce  the  expense  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment to  a  mere  trifle  compared  with  the  war 
expenditure.  He  would  give  the  estimate,  which 
would  show  that  the  annual  expense  would  be  less 
than  three  millions : 
IC^OOO  men,  at  tSOO  each        •        -        -•9,000,000 

3  major  generals  and  aids         -        -         13,900 

4  brigadier  generals  and  aids    -       •         14,M0 
8  colonels 13»000 

14  lieutenant  colonels        ...        30,000 

138  captains 84,000 

138  firat  lieutenants  ....  78,000 
138  second  lieutenants         ...         70,000 

48  third  Ueutenanto  (artillery,)  -  -  33,600 
138  ensigns 60,764 

3^6,764 

Staff 100,000 

CJamp  equipage        -----        60,000 
Mediefaie  and  hospital  stores    •       -        -        30,000 
Qoerteimaster's  stores,   fuel,   stationety, 
atnvr,  and  transportation      ...       100/)00 

•3,666,764 

Making  an  aggregate  expense  of  two  millions 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  actual  expen* 
diture  would,  he  was  convinced,  fall  short  of  the 
estimate  \  the  war  cost  of  a  soldier,  completely 
equipped  and  furnished,  was  three  hundred  and 
eight  dollars  per  annum ;  the  peace  cost  was  only 
one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  per  annum,  but 
he  bad  set  it  down  at  two  hundred  dollars  per 
man;  besides,  the  estimate  supposed  that  the  corps 
would  always  be  full,  which  would  seldom  or 
never  happen,  and  the  quantity  of  camp  equipage, 
hospital  stores,  and  quastermaster's  stores  on  hand, 
would,  for  the  first  year  or  two,  make  a  considera- 
ble deduction  from  those  items.  With  these  ob- 
gervations  he  would  submit  the  subject  for  the 
decision  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PtoBJSRiMO,  said,  he  ahould  be  glad  to  know 
how  this  force  was  to  be  disposed  of;  where  it 
was  to  be  stationed,  and  how  employed.  He 
should  be  glad  to  hear  the  reasons  why  so  large 


a  number  of  men  were  to  be  employed,  aa,  he 
said,  the  reasons  in  favor  of  so  large  a  force  had 
not  been  such  as  to  satisfy  him.  If  any  detailed 
statement  on  these  points  were  afforded,  he  said, 
the  House  would  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  the  course  proposed. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  the  committee  had  no  sQeh 
detailed  statement;  but,  there  could  be  no  doobt 
the  troops  would  be  stationed  at  the  various  posts 
and  garrisons  in  the  United  States,  and  whenrer 
their  services  would  appear  to  be  best  applied. 

Mr.  Dbsba  said,  duty  impelled  him  to  make  m 
motion  to  try  the  sense  of  the  Committee,  aa  to 
the  number  of  the  Army  necessary  to  be  kept  ap 
for  a  Peace  Establishment.  Although  he  had 
always  been  in  favor  of  die  greatest  number  |iro- 
posed  in  time  of  war,  because  he  thought  it  pra* 
dent  to  relieve  the  militia  from  being  harassed 
by  draughts,  yet  he  was  not  in  favor  of  a  large 
Peace  fistablishment.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  ten  and  insert  six.  He  be- 
lieved six  thousand  to  be  sufficient  for  all  purposes 
in  time  of  peace ;  we  have  no  use  for  a  regular 
army  in  time  of  peace,  but  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing up  the  frontier  garrisons,  and  to  take  care  of 
the  arms,  dbc. — then  how  many  garrisons  will  it 
be  necessary  to  keep  up?  not  exceeding  twenty- 
five  or  thirty.  Indeed  he  believed  thirty  to  be 
the  extent  of  the  number  we  have,  and  will  not 
one  hundred  be  sufficient,  on  an  average  to  each 
garrison?  He  said  some  would  require  perhaps 
more  than  a  hundred,  but  others  would  not  require 
more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  men — then  sup- 
posing the  average  to  be  one  hundred  and  the  num- 
ber of  garrisons  thirty,  which  will  be  the  extent, 
you  will  require  but  three  thousand  for  garrison 
pvrpose;  then, admitting  the  amendment  succeeds, 
you  will  have  three  thousand  to  go  on,  supposing 
the  number  always  to  be  complete,  but  which  is 
not  to  be  presumed.  Then  where  is  the  necessity 
of  keeping  up  ten  thousand?  Gentlemen  le/1 
you  it  is  necessary  as  a  security  against  imposi- 
tion from  foreign  Powers.  Mr.  D.  said  we  have 
a  better  security  than  ten.  or  even  fifty,  thonsand 
regulars.  The  yeomanry  of  the  country  is  the 
great  security;  and  circumstances  have  proven  in 
this  war  that  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  the 
country,  when  well  officered  and  managed,  are 
able  for  the  best  veteran  troops  of  Britain,  which 
is,  I  confess^  a  subject  of  pride,  because  it  proves 
that  there  is  no  necessity  of  xeening  up  a  laige 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  He  said  the  peo* 
pie  bad  suffered  privations  of  every  description 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  and  would  have 
borne  as  much  more  if  it  had  been  necessary. 
The|r  have  acted  generally  worthy  of  freemen. 
But  if  all  the  taxes  are  to  be  rivetted  on  them  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  op  large  standing  armies 
in  time  of  peace,  what  have  they  gained  by  their 
patriotic  exertions?  Very  little  but  the  sattsrac* 
tion  of  having  decently  drubbed  the  enemy  in 
many  instances.  We  have  gotten  through  the 
war— peace  is  concluded-^the  first  condderatioii 
in  mv  estimation  in  to  curtail  our  expenses,  and 
by  which  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  people. 
It  is  proven  that  the  militia  of  the  coaiitry  are 
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captUe  at  all  tioiea  at  least  of  defeDsite  opera- 
tioaa,  coDsequeotljr  will  not  be  willing  to  pay 
heavy  taxes,  for  tlie  purpose  of  keeping  larse  stand- 
ing armies.  We  hare  boasted  that  a  well  organ- 
ized militia  was  the  bulwark  of  our  liberty,  and 
recent  circumstances  hare  prored  it  to  be  a  £iet ; 
then  where  is  the  necessity  of  going  into  a  mea* 
sure  that  is  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  our 
Government?  But  it  is  said  that  un  thousand 
regular  forces  are  necessary  to  keep  the  hostile 
Indians  of  the  West  in  check.  Mr.l).  said  regu- 
lars were  not  the  kind  of  force  the  best  adapted 
to  Indian  warfare;  the  Western  riflemen  were 
the  best  calculated  to  chastise  the  insolence  of 
the  Indians.  There  will  be  no  difficulty,  if  it  be- 
comes necessary,  to  obtain  a  sufficiency  of  volun* 
teer  riflemen  from  the  West  to  keep  the  Indians 
in  check.  They  are  the  kind  of  force  that  the 
Indians  are  afraid  of;  they  care  very  little  for  your 
regular  musketry.  But  it  is  said  to  be  impru* 
dent  to  reduce  the  regular  Army  much  till  the 
British  give  up  our  garrisons.  Sir,  we  have  pos- 
session of,  and  have  garrisons  on  their  territory  ; 
we  have  abo  possession  of  two  of  the  lakes.  It 
is  presumed  that  the  garrisons  on  each  side  will 
be  given  up  simulianeouslv.  He  said  he  believed 
there  was  no  danger  but  they  would  give  up  the 
garrisons  and  be  glad  to  be  off  so.  They  will  not 
run  the  risk  of  having  their  veteran  troops  again 
chastised  by  the  miutia.  Mr.  D«  said,  the  best 
security  was.  that  the  enemy  know  that  we  have 
nearly  a  million  of  militia,  com|>08ed  of  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  country,  who  are  willing  at  all  times 
to  protect  their  rig[hts  as  becomes  freemen* 

Mr.  WaiQBT  said  he  hoped  that  the  motion  of 
his  friend  from  Kentucky  would  not  obtain*  To 
reduce  the  Army  at  this  time  to  six  thousand, 
aaid  he,  appears  to  me  to  be  premature,  while 
the  forces  of  Ghreat  Britain  are  yet  in  our  neigh- 
borhood, and  hovering  on  our  coast.  I  think  it 
should  not  be  reduced  to  less  than  ten  thousand, 
the  number  reported  by  the  committee,  and  in- 
deed, sir,  a  larger  number  would  meet  my  appro- 
bation. It  will  be  recollected,  that  there  are  sev- 
eral executory  articles,  the  delivery  of  pc^ts,  Ac, 
and  in  this  posture  of  our  affairs  we  ought  to 
move  with  caution.  The  Kings  and  Emperors  of 
Europe,  it  wiU  be  recollected,  are  now  at  Vienna 
distributing  the  spoils  of  their  confederation,  the 

Setty  dominions  of  the  Continent,  and  may  not 
o  it  80  as  to  effect  a  general  peace.  They  too 
have  yet  large  armies.  We  ought  not  to  forget 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  the  immediate  breach 
of  it,  although  I  have  little  doubt  of  the  sincerity 
*  of  Great  Britain  in  the  peace,  and  hope  it  may 
be  permanent.  But,  had  she  been  insincere  at  the 
time,  I  am  confident  that  the  disaster  her  troops 
have  sustained  at  New  Orleans  would  be  a  per- 
fect panacea  of  her  war  spirit  against  the  United 
States.  I  hope  my  friend  will  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, upon  its  being  considered  that  ten  thousand 
men  was  the  Peace  Establishment  in  1808j  and 
then  met  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and  that 
the  Administrauon  at  this  time  have  advised  a 
much  larger  number.  The  Indians  may  not  feel 
disposed  to  be  at  peace  with  us,  although  I  have 


the  strongest  grounds  to  hope  they  will,  as  I  have 
always  believed  that  thev  were  pressed  into  the 
war  by  the  British,  and  that,  as  they  were  now  at 
peace  with  us,  they  would  cease  their  excitements 
of  the  Indians  to  hostility  against  us,  and  that  the 
effect  will  cease  with  the  cause. 
Mr.  Desha  declined  withdrawinff  his  motion. 
Mr.  Sbabp  said,  he  should  have  heen  gratified 
had  the  Military  Committee  given  the  House 
some  statement  of  what  number  of  troops  would 
be  necessery  to  keep  up  the  garrisons  at  the  dif<* 
ferent  posts.    He  should  like  to  know  the  nnm** 
hfit  estimated  by  the  Executive,  as  necessary  for 
that  purpose,    if  ten  thousand  men  were  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  he  would  vote  them ;  but 
he  was  unwilling  to  vote  a  single  man  for  any 
other  purpose.    For  the  purposes  of  war  a  stand- 
ing army  often  thousand  men  was  nothing^-for 
a  Peace  Establishment, five  thousand  were  enough. 
The  way  to  support  the  military  character,  and  to 
propagate  and  preserve  military  science,  he  con- 
ceived, was  by  a  liberal  establishment  ot  military 
schools,  dbc.    Education  makes  soldiers.    Our 
old  army,   the  officers  of  which  had  generally 
been  so  long  in  service,  had,  he  said,  made  no 
considerable  figure  during  the  late  war ;  its  offi- 
cers had   been  generally  eclipsed  by  those  of 
later  appointment.    The  officers  of  a  Peace  Es- 
tablishment were  by  their  habits  fitted  to  com- 
mand on  garrison  duty,  bat  were  frequently  mere 
drones  ;  it  was  in  limes  of  exigency,  that  talents 
and  inuepidity  were  called  to  the  standard  of  their 
country,  and  not  in  lime  of  peace,  when  there 
was  so  little  in  the  military  life  attraetive  to  a 
man  of  spirit  and  enterprise.    Mr.  8.  said,  unless 
it  should  be  proved  to  him,  that  ten  thousand  men 
were  necessary  for  garrison  duty,  he  should  vote 
in  favor  of  five  thousand,  which  he  believed  to  be 
sufficienL    In  time  of  peace,  he  believed  no  gen- 
tleman would  employ  our  soldiers  in  opening 
roads,  or  making  canals,  as  the  Romans  did  theirs ; 
they  could  therefore  perform  no  labor  or  service, 
unless  it  was  in  building  forts,  repairing  g  irrlsons, 
or  mere  military  parade.    As'to  what  might  be  the 
disposition  of  our  late  enemy,  five,  tea  or  fifteen 
thousand  men  more  or  less  would  not  pot  us  in  a 
better  situation  to  enforce  our  rights  in  the  nego* 
tiation  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  than  we  are  now 
in.    A  decided  course  on  the  part  of  those  who 
administer  the  Government,  a  proper  use  of  their 
resources  of  men  and  money^  would  put  them  in 
a  very  short  time  in  a  condiuon  to  wage  war,  if  it 
ever  again  became  necessary,  and  would  secure 
them  the  respectof  those  Powers  disposed  to  invade 
our  rights.    Meanwhile,  as  things  now  sund,  we 
ought  to  curtail  our  expenses,  and  husband  our 
resources.    This  is  a  Qovemment  of  the  people, 
and,  to  carry  them  with  you,  the  burdens  you  im- 
pose on  them  should  be  made  as  light  as  possible. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  felt  as  much  as  any  one  the  value 
of  the  services  rendered  by  our  army ;  he  admired 
as  much  as  any  one  the  brilliant  achievements 
by  the  talents  of  our  officers  and  the  bravery  of 
the  soldiers.    That  character  had  been  principally 
acquired  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  was  not  to  be  supported  by  the  extent  of  the 
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Peace  Bstablisbment  beyond  its  necessary  force, 
bat  ratber  by  tbe  establish  men  t  of  proper  mili- 
tary academical  institutions  throughout  tbe  coon- 
try,  Ac. 

Mr.  Troup  stated  that  the  Military  Committee 
had  receiYed  from  the  War  Departnaent,  yester- 
day, a  communication,  which,  in  its  material 
parts,  was  a  confidential  communication,  and  im- 
proper to  be  exposed  to  the  world  at  large,  though 
It  might  without  impropriety  be  read  by  erery 
meml^r  of  the  House ;  and,  if  the  House  tbooght 
it  of  sufficient  importance  to  go  into  secret  ses- 
sion on  the  subject,  theyr  mij^ht  do  so,  and  it  could 
be  read.  Tbe  communication,  he  said,  expressed 
in  as  decided  terms  as  could  be  used,  tne  opinion 
that  a  certain  amount  of  military  force  ought  to 
be  reuined.  Mr.  T.  then  quoted  a  part  of  the 
Message  recommending  the  retention  of  twenty 
thousand  men  on  the  Military  Establishment. 

Mr.  PoTTBR  said  he  hoped  the  motion  now 
pending  to  reduce  the  Army  to  six  thousand 
would  prerail,  and  wished  that  the  gentleman 
bad  moved  to  reduce  the  Army  to  two  thousand 
men.  Ten  thousand  men,  he  said,  were  nothing 
for  the  purposes  of  war,  but  quite  enough  to  gar- 
rison the  posts  on  the  seaboard  daring  a  time  of 
peace.  We  did  not  want  more  for  the  latter  ob- 
ject in  peace  than  it  seemed  we  had  wanted  in 
war;  and,  as  regarded  the  State  he  represented, 
he  wanted  none  of  them.  As  to  the  points  to  be 
settled  by  a  treaty  of  commerce,  to-day  was  the 
first  time  he  had  e?er  heard  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  up  an  army,  to  induce  a  nation  to  make  a 
good  bargain  with  you.  We  stand  on  equal 
iprouud  in  relation  to  a  commercial  treaty;  and 
if  Great  Britain  should  not  see  fit  to  make  one, 
he  would  not  agree  to  fight  her  for  it.  If  the  ob- 
jects for  which  we  went  to  war  are  not  attained, 
and,  instead  of  settling  them  in  a  treaty  of  peace, 
they  are  reserved  to  quarrel  about  in  a  treaty  of 
commerce,  we  have  gone  to  war  for  nothing,  and 
made  peace  in  vain.  He  hoped  and  believed  it 
was  the  mutual  interest  of  the  two  nations  to  be 
at  peace,  and  to  have  a  good  commercial  treat  v. 
It  had  been  said  that  twenty  thousand  men  would 
cost  less  than  six  millions.  We  have^  Mr.  P. 
said,  talked  so  long  about  millions  and  millions, 
that  we  have  almost  lost  all  idea  of  the  value  of 
money.  But.  if  the  people,  who  are  taxed  to  pay 
these  six  millions,  were  told  it  was  only  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  a  little  standing  army,  they 
would  think  it  a  matter  of  some  consequence.  It 
was  of  more  importance,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  reduce 
the  burdens  on  the  people  than  to  keep  up  a  small 
army  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  present 
taxation  on  the  people.  This  nation  would  have 
more  influence  with  the  British  or  any  other  na- 
tion, if  it  had  plenty  of  money,  without  an  army, 
than  it  would  have  if  it  were  pressed  for  money 
and  had  a  standing  army.  We  had  derived  some 
experience  from  the  war  just  closed^  which  had 
been  begun  without  money  and  without  men. 
The  re-establishment  of  the  credit  of  the  nation 
would  be  of  much  more  importance  to  tbe  nation 
should  it  again  be  involved  in  war,  than  the  sup- 
port of  a  standing  army  in  the  interval  of  peace. 


To  keep  op  an  army  often  thousand  men  would, 
he  said^  be  an  useless  and  unnecessary  expense. 

The  question  on  reducing  the  number  from  ten 
to  six  thousand,  was  then  taken  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

One  section  of  the  bill,  provides  that  "  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  circumstances  may  permit,''  this  act 
shall  take  effect,  aod  the  supernumerary  officers 
and  men  be  discharged; 

A  motion  was  made  to  substitute  for  the  above 
quoted  words,  the  words  ^  as  soon  as  the  necessa- 
ry arrangements  can  be  made." 

Mr.  LowNOES  opposed  the  motion.  He  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  extremely  imprudent  to 
direct  that  as  soon  as  the  mere  mechanical  ar- 
rauffements  could  be  made,  the  whole  army  should 
be  disbanded.  It  would  be  the  first  time,  he  be- 
lieved, any  such  arrangement  had  been  made  by 
a  nation  on  the  instant  of  a  conclusion  of  a  peace. 
Suppose  any  difficultv  should  occur  in  the  evac- 
uation of  the  posts  held  by  the  late  enemy  on  our 
territory — there  is  no  man  who  would  not  sav  a 
discretion  to  retain  the  armv  in  being  in  such  a 
case  ought  not  to  be  left  with  the  Executive.  He 
would  not  wish  the  Government  so  imperious/y 
bound  by  law^  that,  no  matter  what  uoexpectea 
emergency  might  arise,  it  would  be  compelled  to 
drop  this  force  from  its  hand&  He  therefore 
thought  there  was  an  obrious  impropriety  in  the 
proposed  amendment. 

The  motion  above  stated  was  then  withdrawn 
by  the  mover. 

Mr.  PiCKERiif  Q  said,  if  this  discretion  was  left 
in  the  bill,  its  provisions  would  be  nearly  nugato- 
ry. When  will  circumstances  admit  of  disraod- 
ing  the  Army,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  ?  Something  had 
been  said  of  the  unsettled  state  of  Europe.  But, 
suppose  war  to  arise  in  Europe — shall  we  not 
thereby  be  more  than  ever  secured  against  war 
on  our  shores?  Surely  no  gentleman  in  the 
House  could  believe  there  was  any  danger  of  a 
renewal  of  the  war  we  had  just  terminated;  and, 
if  not,  why  not  reduce  the  Army  so  soon  as  ar- 
rangements for  that  purpose  can  be  made?  If 
the  latitude  proposed  be  left,  then  the  whole  army 
may  be  retained  in  service  for  six  months  longer, 
or  even  until  the  next  session  of  Congress.  Why 
should  the  nation,  burdened  as  it  is  with  uxes, 
groaning  under  the  weiffht  of  taxes  necessary  to 
pay  the  war  debt,  be  stilF  further  burdened  by  un- 
necessarily keeping  this  force  in  service  ? 

Mr.  P.  Barbour  said,  as  a  member  of  the 
Military  Committee,  he  had  accorded  io  opinion 
with  the  report.  All  things  considered,  he  had 
preferred  toe  number  of  ten  thousand  men  for 
the  Peace  Establishment.  That  number  had 
been  to-day  reduced  by  the  House.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  was  as  desirous  as  any  one  could  be  to  curtail 
the  expenses  of  the  nation ;  and  if  he  believed 
one  thousand  men  sufficient  for  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment, he  would  vote  to  reduce  it  tb  thatoom- 
ber ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  things,  aod  in  the 
actual  situation  of  the  country,  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  entitled 
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to  mach  weight.  To  leave  a  diaeretion  with  the 
ExecDti?e,  may  do  the  nation  much  good,  and 
cannot  do  it  much  harm.  Have  we,  said  Mr.  B., 
confidence  in  the  Executive  that  be  will  do  bia 
dntj'y  that  he  will,  if  the  discretion  be  confided 
to  him,  do  what  is  right  ?  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  he  will.  How  then  will  the  case  stand  ? 
On  this  obvious  and  correct  groand :  If  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  warrant  the  disband- 
ment,  it  will  take  place.  If  not,  the  reduction 
will  not  and  ought  not  to  take  place.    With  re- 

Strd  to  the  European  conflict,  that,  Mr.  B.  appre- 
ended,  the  Executive  would  not  take  into  the 
inquiry  as  to  the  expediency  of  disbanding  the 
Army ;  but,  there  were,  by  the  treaty,  posts  mutu- 
Mj  to  be  restored.  There  was  an  army  of  the 
British  Qovernment  now  in  Canada  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  or  thirty-five  thousand  strong,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  withdrawn  from  our  lines,  aa 
well  as  the  blockading  squadrons  from  our  coast. 
He  hoped  that  all  the  articles  of  the  treaty  would 
be  faithfully  executed  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Gh>vernment,  as  he  knew  they  would  be  on  the 
p»art  of  the  American.  But  we  have  had  expe- 
rience on  the  conclusion  of  the  former  war,  which 
teaches  us  that  these  expectations  may  be  disap- 
pointed. We  know  that  the  posts  on  the  frontier 
were  not  delivered  up,  and  other  articles  were  not 
complied  with  of  a  treaty  entered  into  with  as 
much  solemnity  as  this;  that,  from  1783  to  1794, 
one  of  our  posts  wai»  not  delivered  up.  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  was  anxious  to  pare  down  the  expenses 
of  the  Government  to  the  least  possible  sum, 
compatible  with  the  interest  and  security  of  the 
Government ;  but,  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
country,  peace  having  terminated  with  a  nation 
with  whom  we  once  before  made  a  treaty,  por- 
tions of  which  treaty  (about  which  there  could 
be  no  diflicultv  of  construction)  had  not  been 
complied  with  for  from  four  to  eleven  years,  there 
could  not  be  any  possible  objection  to  vesting  a 
discretionary  ppwer  in  the  executive  in  regard 
to  a  disbandment  of  the  Army.  On  this  simple 
proposition,  truth  and  propriety  were  stamped  on 
Its  face;  if  the  situation  of  the  country  justifies 
disbandment,  it  will  take  place  $  if  it  does  not, 
the  Army  will  not.  because  it  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
banded. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  having  moved  to 
amend  the  clause  above  stated,  by  striking  out 
the  words  *'from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
April"— 

Mr.  Eppes  said,  he  was  certainly  as  much  dis- 
posed as  any  other  man  to  repose  confidence  in 
the  present  Executive;  but  he  was  unwilling 
to  repose  in  any  Executive  a  power  to  decide  al^ 
solutely  so  important  a  question  as  that  of  the 
disbandment  of  an  army.  As  the  bill  was  re- 
ported, a  fair  limit  was  given  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Executive,  by  enactinff  that,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable after  a  given  day,  the  Army  ahould  be  dis- 
banded: but,  were  the  amendment  adopted,  it 
would  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive, 
whether  the  Army  should  be  disbanded  at  all. 
Mr.  E.  said,  it  was  that  to  which  he  objected. 
If  the  argumenu  of  his  ooVeagus  (Mr.  Babuoor) 


were  correct,  we  ought  to  keep  up  the  Army  for 
another  year,  because,  before  the  late  enemy  gives 
up  the  territory  in  his  possession,  the  boundary 
lines  most  be  ascertained  and  run  by  commis- 
sioners. Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  opposed  to  commit- 
ting the  reduction  of  the  Army  entirely  to  the 
Executive,  for  very  obvious  reasoos ;  because  the 
House  already  koew  what  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Executive.  A  part  of  a  paper  had  been  read 
from  that  department  of  the  Government,  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  keep  up  the 
skeleton  of  an  army,  consisting  of  twentjr  thou- 
sand men.  Can  the  Executive  then,  consistently 
with  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  retain  a  force 
ef  twenty  thousand  men,  reduce  the  Army  to  six 
thousand,  if  the  matter  be,  as  proposed,  entirely 
submitted  to  his  discretion  ?  If  the  amendment 
does  not  prevail,  the  President  will.be  compelled, 
on  the  first  day  of  April  next,  unless  some  new 
circumstance  occurs,  to  disband  all  the  Army  ex- 
cept six  thousand  men.  Whilst  upon  this  sub- 
ject, Mr.  E.  said,  he  would  state  to  the  Committee 
that  he  believed  it  of  great  importance  that  the 
Military  Estiblishment  should  be  confined  within 
narrow  limits.  Whilst  the  war  continued,  he 
was  as  willing  as  any  member  to  make  every 
exertion  to  support  the  contest  in  which  we  were 
engaged.  But  the  war  having  now  terminated, 
gloriously  as  he  thought  to  the  American  charac- 
ter, we  ought  at  once  to  reduce  our  expenses  as 
low  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  public  in- 
terest, and  to  prepare  to  relieve  the  people  from 
the  burdens  imposed  upon  them.  If,  during  the 
present  session.  Congress  did  not  reduce  the  Mil* 
itary  Establishment  within  reasonable  limits,  the 
people  would  in  vain  look  for  a  reduction  or  re- 
peal of  the  taxes  in  the  next  year.  Nothing  but 
an  immediate  reduction  of  the  Army  could  in- 
sure that  object.  Every  dollar  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Naval  Establishment,  most,  during 
the  present  year,  be  borrowed.  To  show  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  position,  Mr.  E.  made  the  follow- 
ing statement : 

ReedpU  into  the  Treoiuryfor  the  year  1816. 

From  customs $6,500,000 

Direct  tax  •        -        -        -        -        .         2,600,000 
Internal  duties,  old  and  new,  and  post- 
age   8,000,000 

Sales  on  public  lands  •  -  -  -  1,000,000 
Incidental  recasts      ....  800,000 

918,200,000 

EsqtendUitrei  for  1815. 

CivU  list $},949,285  54 

Interest  and  retmbnrsement  of  the  old 

debt,  unredeemed,  which  amounted 

on  the  Slst  December,  1814,  to  89,- 

tN)6,l83  60 8,758,811  46 

Interest  on  the  f)mded  debt  since  the 

present  war,  on  the  81st  December, 

1814,  amounted  to  #48,580,812        -    8,000,000  00 
Treasury  notes  falling  due  within  the 

year  1814,  and  on  the  first  January, 

1816 8,000,000  00 


916,708»007  00 
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Which,  taken  from  $18^00,000,  the  amoant  of 
the  receipts,  will  leave  the  sum  of  $1,496,902,  he* 
ing  the  surplus  of  the  revenue  after  payiu^  the 
civil  list,  the  debt,  and  Treasury  notes  due  in  1815 
and  1816-*e  very  thing  appropriated  for  the  Army 
and  Navy  must  of  course  in  some  form  or  other 
be  borrowed. 

From  this  statepient  it  appears  that  the  whole 
receipts  for  the  year  1815  exceed  the  expenditure 
for  the  civil  list,  and  the  payment  of  the  debt,  in- 
cluding the  Treasury  notes  reimburseable  during 
the  present  year,  and  on  the  first  of  January,  1816, 
by  the  sum  of  $1,496,902,  which  is  not  more  than 
ought  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury.  Everything, 
therefore,  appropriated  for  the  war  and  Navy  must 
be  borrowed.  If  the  Army  is  reduced  to  ten  thou- 
sand, the  expenses,  including  the  fortifications 
commenced,  will  probably  amount  to  $4^600,000 ; 
to  which  add  )^000,000,  a  sum  necessary  for  ad- 
yancing  three  months'  pay  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers, and  making  the  sum  neceesary  for  the 
Military  Establishment  during  the  present  year, 
96,600,000— and  supposing  the  naval  expendi- 
tures to  be  reduced  one-half,  viz:  94,000,000. 
there  will  be  a  saving  on  tbe  miliury  and  naval 
expenditures  of  $2,000,000.  The  chairman  of 
the  Military  Committee  has,  I  think,  estimated 
the  expenditure  of  the  Military  department  too 
low — three  hundred  dollars  per  man  is  as  low  as 
it  ever  has  been,  even  in  the  most  favorable  period 
of  peace.  Mr.  E.  said,  he  woald  have  been  satis- 
fied at  the  present  moment  until  our  affairs  were 
settled,  to  keep  the  old  Peace  Establishment, 
ten  thousand.  As,  however,  a  majority  had  pro- 
nounced in  favor  of  six  thousand,  he  tboQght  it 
would  save  $1,200,000,  and  afford  additional  se- 
curity for  taking  off  the  taxes  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress. 

The  revenue  from  commerce  during  1816,  will 
probably  yield  916,000,00e*-and  supposing  the 
expenditures  during  that  year  to  be  the  same  for 
the  civil  list  and  the  debt  as  during  the  present 
year,  and  that  there  will  be  reimbursed  during  that 
period  $10,000,000  of  Treasury  notes,  the  expen- 
ditures for  the  next  year  will  exceed  the  revenue 
from  commerce,  exclusive  of  the  military  and 
naval  expenditure,  by  a  sum  of  $SL000,00a  This 
statement  shows  the  necessity  or  an  immediate 
reduction  of  our  expenditures,  unless  we  mean  to 

rpetuate  a  system  of  taxes  on  the  people.  Mr. 
said,  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  reducing 
the  expenditures  within  such  limits  as  to  enable 
us  to  take  off  the  taxes  during  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  JACxaoN,  of  Virginia,  quoted  the  laws, 
passed  in  1800,  for  disbanding  the  armv  then  au- 
thorized by  law,  with  a  view  to  show,  that 
although  Congress  then  intended  that  Mr.  Adams 
should  discharge  the  army,  the  terrors  of  French 
invasion  having  subsided,  yet  they  used  the  terms 
'*  authorize  and  empower."  which  necessarily  im- 
plied a  discretion  in  tbe  Executive.  He  did  not 
mtend,  by  his  amendment,  to  enlarge  that  discre- 
tion; but  if  it  were  practicable  to  discharge 
•ome  of  the  soldiers  before  the  first  of  April;  now 
ti  the  places  where  they  were  recruited,  and 


who,  by  tbe  terms  of  their  enlistmenL  were  enti- 
tled to  a  discharge  at  the  end  of  the  war,  he 
wished  it  might  m  done,  as  he  could  not  see  the 
necessity  of  marching  them  one  or  two  hundred 
miles,  at  the  public  expense,  to  the  V^ces  of  ren- 
dezvous, there  to  discharge  them.  He  concurred 
entirely  with  his  friend  (Mr.  Eppss)  in  the  o^n- 
ion.  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  keeping  up 
so  large  a  Peace  Establishment  as  tbe  bill  origi- 
nally contemplated.  Gentlemen  referred  to  the 
state  of  the  world,  to  the  force  of  the  British  oa 
our  borders,  and  to  the  unadjusted  territorial  and 
commercial  claims  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  as  affording  an  argument  in  favor 
of  a  larger  number.  No  species  of  reasoning,  be 
said,  was  more  plausible  or  more  faUacious ;  it 
was  the  doctrine  of  those  who  favored  large 
standing  armies,  and  which  had  enslaved  on»> 
half  of  the  world.  If  we  kept  up  an  army  until 
the  affairs  of  Europe  were  adjusted,  he  contended 
we  would  have  a  standing  army  rivetted  upon  us 
forever.  They  have  not  been  settled  for  the  last 
hundred  years,  and  may  not  be  for  the  hundred 
to  come.  He  had  no  idea  of  an  armed  neutrality ; 
of  maintaining  an  army  during  peace,  as  was  the 

gractice,  and  perhaps  the  duty,  of  the  cootioeotai 
tates,  whose  dominions  were  separated  onir  hj 
mathematical  lines,  or  small  rivera^  over  wnicn 
bridges  might  easily  be  thrown.  He  thanked 
Gtod  no  nation  could  bridge  the  AtlanUc,  to  reach 
our  shores.  He  would  rather  lely  oa  the  militia 
to  repel  sudden  invasion  than  keep  up  a  force 
enervated  by  the  inactivity  of  a  camp  in  time  of 
peace— a  moth  on  the  public  Treasury,  eating 
out  the  substance  of  tlie  people,  and  requiring  xw 
payment  of  heavy  taxes.  Six  thousand  men,  he 
believed  to  be  as  many  as  were  necessary  for  a 
peace  establishment ;  and  while  he  would  not, 
by  a  peremptory  provision,  require  the  President, 
without  reference  to  circumstances,  to  disband 
the  Army,  neither  would  he  keep  up  a  large  mili- 
tary force,  to  insure  a  due  respeqt  to  our  rights 
or  intereats,  as  likely  to  be  affected  by  a  treaty  of 
commerce.  Such  a  treaty,  he  remarked,  is  In  its 
very  nature  a  matter  of  contract— of  reciprocal 
concession  and  advantage— and,  he  believed,  we 
had  more  to  give  than  to  ask.  On  the  basis  of 
interest,  therefore,  we  might  rest  that  subject. 
It  was  true,  the  British  foroe  in  our  vicinity  was 
considerable ;  but  he  contended,  that  keeping  up 
our  own,  and  predicating  that  act  upon  the  fact 
of  their  having  a  large  force,  would  have  the 
effect  of  retaining  theirs  for  a  longer  ^iod. 
For  it  might  be  retorted  by  them,  if  we  will  not 
confide  in  the  ffood  faith  with  which  they  ratified 
the  treaty,  neither  will  they  confide  in  ours;  that 
those  who  distrust  the  motives  of  others,  geni- 
ally, are  actuated  by  unworthy  ones  themselves, 
and  therefore  we  are  not  to  be  trusted. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  did  believe  there  were  not  ten 
thousand  men  of  the  present  army  (perhaps  nor 
six  thousand)  whom  the  Government  cowd  re- 
tain by  tbe  terms  of  their  enlistment  beyond  the 
time  necessary  for  their  regular  dLscharge,  they 
having  been  generally  enlisted  to  serve  during 
I  the  war  only ;  lor,  in  proportion  as  the  pnapecta 
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of  peace  brightened,  the  ranks  of  the  Armf  had 
been  filled,  many  men  ha  vine  enlisted  as  a  mat- 
ter of  speculation  to  obtain  the  bounties  of  land 
and  money.  Mr.  J.  said,  howeyer,  as  there  was 
a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
amendment,  he  would  withdraw  it;  and  he  did  so. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pbabsom,  the  word  "there- 
after" was  struck  out  of  the  clause  abore  recited. 

Mr.  Wright  mored  to  add  cavalry  to  the 
quality  of  force  proposed  to  be  retained ;  which 
motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Taoup  and 
Stuart,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
section  enumerating  the  officers  of  each  regiment, 
by  inserting  one  lieutenant  colonel  and  two  ma- 
jors, in  Hen  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  one  major;  which  motion  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Troi7P,  and  nmtived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  in  consequence  of 
the  reduction  of  th»  amount  of  force  proposed  to 
be  retained,  the  general  officers  were  also  reduced, 
from  two  major-generab  and  four  bri^dier  gen- 
erals, to  one  major  general  and  two  brigadiers. 

Other  discussion  took  place  on  amendments, 
some  of  which  were  adopted,  and  others  nega- 
tived. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the 
House  adjourned.  ^ 

Monday,  January  S4. 

Mr.  MoKtM  and  Mr.  Hawss  presented  petitions 
from  sundry  distillers,  praving  for  a  diminution 
of  the  duty  on  spirits  distilled,  and  an  increase  of 
the  doty  on  distilled  spirits  imported;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  Sharp  reported  without  amendment  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and 
Kurtz,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancbt,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  all  the  subjects  which  have  been  referred 
to  them  at  the  present  session,  yet  unacted  on. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porsttb,  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Elelations  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  sundry  papers  which  had  been 
referred  to  them  during  the  present  session,  which, 
in  consequence  of  peace,  they  had  thought  it  un- 
necessary to  act  on. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  appropria- 
tions for  completing  the  public  boiiding  for  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  eontinue  in  force 
for  a  limited  time  the  bill  to  establish  trading 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  was  twice  read  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  ^  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads,^ 
were,  read,  and  concurred  in  bjr  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  ''An  act  to  provide  for 
exploring  the  Chesapeake  bay  and  its  waters,  for 
She  purposes  therein  mentioned  f  "An  act  to  pro- 


vide  for  the  ascertaining  and  surveying  of  the 
boundary  lines  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  the  Creek 
Indians,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "An  act  to 
repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned ;"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  ^  to  place  more  effectually 
in  the  State  Courts  and  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States  the  jurisdiction  in  the  cases  therein 
mentioned" — (in  cases  arising  under  the  internal 
revenue  laws) — which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Eppes.  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  wbom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  repeal  (in  certain  events)  the  dis- 
criminating duties  now  imposed  on  foreij^n  ton- 
nage, and  on  goods^  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  moved  that  it  pass  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  SbtbbBt  said  this  was  a  subject  of  great 
importance,  in  which  his  constituents^  as  much 
as  any  people  of  the  United  States,  were  interested; 
that  It  came  into  the  House  at  too  late  a  period 
of  the  session  to  be  fully  discussed  and  maturely 
considered ;  that,  when  heretofore  the  subject  had 
been  brought  before  the  Congress,  it  had  been 
opposed  bjr  petitions  from  various  quarters,  which 
would  not  now  appear,  because  no  such  measure 
was  expected  to  have  been  agitated  at  this  session. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Eppbs  hoped  this  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. It  was  true,  on  former  occasions,  when 
this  subject  had  been  before  the  House,  it  had 
excited  some  sensibility  among  the  merchants ; 
but  this  was  a  very  different  proposition  from  any 
which  had  before  been  agitated.  The  bill  pro- 
posed to  take  off  these  countervailing  duties  wnen 
other  nations  shall  adopt  corresponding  regula- 
tions. For  his  part,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  believed  we 
were  capable  of  building  vessels  as  cheaply,  per- 
haps more  cheaply,  than  any  country  on  earth, 
and  such  a  regulation  i^s  was  proposed,  if  recip- 
rocal, would  prove  highly  advantageous  to  our 
navigation,  dtc. 

Mr.  Sbtbbbt  interrupted  Mr.  Bppbb  by  a  with- 
drawal of  his  motion  to  postpone  the  bill,  and  it 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  jSppeb,  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  reducing  the  force 
to  be  retained,  from  ten  to  six  thousand  men, 
there  arose  an  animated  and  deeply  interesting 
debate. 

Mr.  HoPKiKB  rose  to  oppose  the  proposed  re- 
duction. We  had  just  omerged  from  a  war  of 
no  ordinary  magnitude,  characterized  by  many 
sanguinary  scenes.  If  the  word  peace,  written 
on  a  piece  of  pvaper,  in  its  practical  operation,  was 
what  its  signification  imports,  he  agreed  that 
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&000  men  woaid  be  quite  eaougb  for  the  Peace 
Esublishment.  But,  if  we  take  iato  view  the 
present  situaiiou  of  the  nation,  promising  our- 
selves all  the  benefits  which  naturally  spring 
from  peace,  let  us  look  into  the  circumstances 
which  generally  secure  its  continuance,  and  see 
whether,  in  so  greatly  reducing  our  Military  Es- 
tablishment, we  shall  not  be  acting  with  a  pre- 
cipitation we  may  hereafter  be  sorry  for.  The 
enemy,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  yet  all  around  us.  A 
narrow  strait  only  separates  our  lately  hostile 
forces.  You  are  about  to  disperse  your  force  to 
their  homes  \  the  late  enemy  ceeps  his  in  exist- 
ence. We  cannot  expect  to  prescribe  to  those 
who  have  been  our  enemy  what  they  shall  keep 
on  their  own  ground.  But  would  it  not  be  pre- 
mature in  us  to  take  the  ground  proposed  and 
agreed  to  in  Committee?  Are  the  British  now 
not  in  possession  of  some  of  our  most  important 
posts?  Is  there  anything  magical  in  the  word 
peace  to  bind  them  in  good  faith  to  fulfil  their 
engagement  to  deliver  them  op  ?  What  does  the 
history  of  former  times  inform  us?  In  1783, 
when  the  word  peace  was  spoken,  it  was  received 
with  as  much  avidity,  and  as  much  relied  upon 
as  it  is  now;  but  not  until  1793,  were  those  who 
were  hostile  to  us  removed  from  our  country,  and 
not  until  a  treaty  upon  the  subject  relieved  us 
from  them.  West  of  your  mountains,  they  re- 
tained some  of  our  strongest  posts.  Look  at  the 
records  and  see  the  rivers  of  blood,  and  count  the 
millions  of  dollars  it  cost  you  to  drive  the  savages 
from  your  frontier  who  were  fed  and  supported 
from  those  posts.  Is  the  possession  of  Fort  Erie 
nothing?  Of  Michilimackinac,  the  Gibraltar  of 
America,  nothing?  Are  our  fleets  and  posts  on 
the  Lakes  to  be  deserted,  or  left  with  only  an  hun- 
dred men  each  for  their  protection  ?  When  the 
British  shall  withdraw  from  our  posts;  when 
they  shall  reduce  their  forces  in  our  nei|rhbor- 
hood  ;  if,  when  all  this  is  done,  our  Peace  Estab- 
lishment be  too  large,  it  can  be  reduced.  It  is 
always  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  reduce  it.  If 
we  do  divest  ourselves  of  ail  our  force  before  we 
see  this  peace  going  into  absolute  effect,  will  it 
not  be  premature;  will  it  not,  in  fact,  be  an  invi- 
tation to  aggression  ?  There  was  another  con- 
sideration or  a  more  general  nature  opposed  to 
this  reduction  of  the  Army.  What  is  a  force  of 
ten  thousand  men  to  this  vast  continent?  Look 
at  the  belt  which  surrounds  you  by  ocean  and 
land,  and  answer  how,  with  less  than  ten  thou- 
sand men,  even  in  time  of  profound  tranquillity, 
we  can  garrison  the  necessary  posts.  His  honor- 
able colleague  had  remarked,  he  said,  that  if  the 
Indians  were  affronted,  the  Western  riflemen 
would  subdue  them.  Though  tkey  can  do  so, 
their  blood  and  the  National  treasinf^  must  first 
freely  flow;  for  they  are  a  brave  enemy.  Be- 
sides, they  are  fellow  men;  and  Christianity 
teaches  us  to  use  the  means  to  prevent  their  hos- 
tility, rather  than  to  be  obliged  to  punish  it  by 
extermination  hereafter.  Our  Spanish  neighbors, 
Mr.  H.  demanded,  were  they  to  be  entirely  trusted 
at  this  moment  ?  Did  gentlemen  recollect  how 
distant  from  our  shores  was  Havanaj  one  of  their 


strongest  holds,  and  where  they  keep  the  strong- 
est military  force  ?  Did  they  recollect  the  con- 
tiguity of  Vera  Cruz  ?  That  Kingdom,  in  a  state 
of  distraction  at  this  moment,  may  eventually  be- 
come hostile  to  the  United  States.  Ought  we 
not  to  graduate  the  Peace  Establishment  to  events 
which  might  befall  us  in  a  year?  The  Creek  In- 
dians, too,  Mr.  H.  said,  were  yet  sore  with  the 
beatings  they  had  received.  If  the  Spaniards 
were  hostile,  would  they  not  command  ail  that 
country?  Would  gentlemen,  to  guard  against 
all  these  contingencies,  and  to  meet  them  when 
they  occurred,  rely  on  taking  their  fellow-citizens 
from  their  farms  and  iiresides  to  fight  our  battles, 
and  disband  men  already  in  serrice,  who  woidd 
be  very  glad  to  remain  in  it  ?  New  Orleans  itself 
would  require  for  its  constant  guard  one-sixth  of 
the  whole  force  now  proposed  to  be  retained. 
Would  gentlemen  abandon  Plaquenune ;  keep  no 
force  at  Coquille?  How  ^ng  was  it  since  a 
party  of  pirates  lodged  themselves  in  the  sea 
islands,  in  the  vicinity  of  Orleans,  and  committed 
enormities  which  men  shudder  to  relate,  niitil  ex- 
pelled by  our  gallant  tars?  Mr.  H.  said  he  be- 
lieved the  people  would  much  rather  agree  to 
support  an  army  commensurate  to  his  wishes^ 
than  be  subject  to  be  harassed  and  troubled, 
called  away  from  their  fields,  and  firesides  on 
every  ^xxy  occasion.  Our  Western  country,  he 
said,  would  always  be,  for  some  years  to  come,  in 
a  state  of  trouble.  Russia,  he  had  heard  it  said, 
considered  herself  at  peace,  when  there  were  not 
more  than  thirty  or  forty  thousand  men  fighting 
on  each  side  on  her  borders.  So  in  our  Western 
country,  even  in  time  of  peace,  the  moment  yon 
enter  a  sparse  settlement  you  are  on  hostile 
ground.  Scatter  your  garrisons  along  Prairie  da 
Chien,  Michilimackinac,  the  key  of  the  Lakes, 
and  by  the  time  you  get  to  Platlsborg,  and  have 
placed  in  safet]^  and  secured  your  iovaloahJe 
stores  in  that  direction,  you  will  find  your  six. 
thousand  men  dwindliiig  into  that  sort  of  in- 
significance, that,  if  a  foe  you  have,  he  will  laugh 
in  vour  face.  Our  force  ought  to  be  ten  thousand 
at  least.  Common  sense  and  common  prudence, 
Mr.  H.  appeared  to  think,  would  place  it  much 
higher.  Jout  as  the  bill  had  been  reported  for  ten 
thousand,  he  tvould  be  contented  with  that,  though 
he  was  sensible  it  was  bad  policy  to  reduce  it  so 
low.  Let  gentlemen,  he  said,  lay  to  their  hearts 
the  considerations  he  had  urged.  When  gentle* 
men  objected  to  keeping  up  an  adequate  force, 
lest  it  should  degenerate  into  a  standing  army, 
he  begged  them  to  reflect  that  they  were  creating 
a  military  host  b^  resorting  to  militia,  and  that 
danffer  to  our  civil  institntions  was  much  more 
likely  to  arise  from  making  every  man  in  the 
country  a  soldier,  than  from  keeping  up  an  effi- 
cient Peace  Establishment.  Let  us  not,  said  hc^ 
by  a  kind  of  impetuous  haste  destroy  the  benefits 
we  expect  from  a  peace.  It  is  because  I  wish  to 
see  a  peace  efficient  in  all  iu  parts,  that  I  wooJd 
keep  up,  at  least  until  the  next  session  of  Coo- 
gresB,  an  efficient  military  force.  Our  safety  re- 
quires it,  and  prudence  demands  it  of  us. 
Mr.  FoASTTH  said  he  was  opposed  to  redacinc 
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the  mlliury  force  to  be  retained  to  six  thousand 
men ;  and  was  desirous  of  increasing  it  to  at  least 
fifteen  thousand  men.  Time  bad  been,  he  said, 
when  the  recommendations  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  and  persons  to  whom  the  Ex- 
ecutive offices  were  committed,  had  some  weight 
in  this  House ;  when  the  opinions  of  persons  who 
had  examined,  4n  all  their  details,  subjects  on 
which  they  must  be  best  informed,  were  consid- 
ered of  some  force  and  authority.  I  fear,  sir,  said 
Mr.  F.,  this  time  is  now  passed.  The  President, 
in  communicating  to  Congress  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  called  to  their  recollection  the  important 
question  of  the  reduction  of  our  expenditures,  and 
accompanied  it  with  important  and  rational  re- 
marks, adverse  to  the  policy  of  immediately  and 
inconsiderately  disarming  ourselves.  The  Secreta- 
ry of  War  had  also  informed  the  House,  through 
the  Military  Committee,  that,  in  the  present  exi- 
gency,at  least  twenty  thousand  men  ought  to  be 
retained  in  service.  And  yet,  with  this  rational 
recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  this  recommendation  of  the  officer  presiding; 
at  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  a  proposi- 
tion has  prevailed  to  reduce  the  Army  to  six  tnou- 
sand  men !  He  begged  gentlemen  to  pause,  and 
reflect  whether  this  was  an  adequate  military 
force.  For  what  was  it  adequate?  It  was  not 
aufficient  to  man  our  fortifications;  it  was  scarcely 
sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  arms  of  the  Unitea 
States.  He  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  variety  of  points  necessary  to  be  preserved  in 
a  state  of  defence  from  New  Orleans  to  Maine ; 
to  the  chain  of  posts  in  the  West  necessary  to 
prevent  Indian  excitement.  These  alone  would 
require  more  than  six  thousand  men.  Were  there 
not  also  other  considerations  which  forbid  the 
great  reduction  of  the  Army  which  was  proposed  ? 
What,  Mr.  F.,  asked,  was  our  situation  in  regard 
to  the  European  Powers?  Are  not  our  affairs 
with  Spain  wholly  unsettled?  The  territory 
west  of  the  Perdido  was  still  a  subject  of  dispute. 
With  the  knowledge  we  have  oi  the  character 
of  the  present  King  of  Spain,  would  it  be  prudent 
to  disband  all  our  forces  without  knowing  what 
were  his  sentiments  in  regard'  to  that  territory  ? 
In  regard  to  Great  Britain,  it  is  true  we  have  a 
Treaty  of  Peace.  But  what  is  it?  Nothing  but 
a  suspension  of  hostilities ;  it  does  not  bind  her 
for  her  future  abstinence  from  practices  which 
produced  the  war.  Shall  we  believe,  said  he,  that 
she  will  not,  on  the  first  moment,  avail  herself 
of  the  opportunity  to  repeat  them  ?  The  only 
obligations  on  her  on  this  subject  are,  the  wounds 
her  pride  and  interest  have  received  during  this 
contest.  Even  her  wounded  pride  may  stimu- 
late her  to  redeem  the  honor  she  has  lost,  by  a 
renewal  of  hostility.  Gentlemen  may  imagine, 
and  unfortunately  there  are  too  many  who  do  im- 
agine, that  the  justice  of  Great  Britain  is  such  as 
to  induce  her  to  observe  with  scrupulous  fidelity 
the  treaty,  which  has  been  made.  Make  it  her 
interest,  and  she  will  not  violate  it.  Does  not 
every  gentleman  recollect  how  our  posts  were 
held  by  her  after  the  Treaty  of  1783,  and  retained 
until  it  became  her  iatereat  to  release  them  ?    An  t 


honorable  gentleman  has  said,  too,  that  we  hold 
British  posts,  and  the  delivery  will  be  reciprocal. 
But,  after  we  have  disbanded  our  force,  she  may 
do  in  that  respect  as  she  pleases.  Let  us  take  into 
view  another  consideration,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  in  Great  Britain  after  the  news  from 
New  Orleans.  The  public  expectation  there  will 
have  been  on  tiptoe ;  the  Ministers  full  of  hope 
and  joy  at  the  idea  of  having  struck  a  blow  which 
would  be  felt  an  hundred  years  thereafter.  May 
we  not  calculate  on  some  hostility  from  the  deep 
mortification  they  will  feel  on  hearing  the  reality  ? 
It  may  drive  the  Ministry  to  a  renewal  of  hostili- 
ties against  us;  or  it  may  drive  them  from  their 
seats.  And  who  will  be  their  successors?  Not 
the  friends  of  peace  with  us ;  not  those  who  will 
cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  us;  but  the 
Cannings  and  the  Castlereaghs ;  those  who  wish 
us  punished  for  our  ingratitude  to  Great  Britain, 
for  "assisting  the  great  destroyer  of  Europe!" 
Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saving  he  hoped  the  reduc* 
tion  to  take  place  would  at  least  be  partial,  not 
total,  until  these  questions  were  settled,  until  we 
had  not  only  a  peace  in  name,  but  a  peace  in 
reality. 

Mr.  Sheffey,  repeating  the  observation  of  Mr. 
FoRSTTH,  that  the  period  in  our  history  when 
Executive  recogimendations  had  influence  had 
passed  away,  said  he  wished  to  God  it  had  passed 
away,  and  tnat  the  time  had  arrived  when  such 
recommendations  had  no  more  influence  than  they 
merited ;  for  himself,  Mr.  S.  said, he  could  not  bend 
to  Executive  recommendations,  what  he  believed 
the  good  of  his  constituents.  When  he  looked  at 
the  calamities  of  the  people,  and  the  pressures 
upon  them,  he  could  not  bend  his  opinion  to  that 
ot  the  Executive  to  continue  them.  If  the.  doc- 
tirine  of  the  gentleman  was  correct,  instead  of  di- 
minishing, we  ought  to  increase  our. Military  Es- 
tablishment; he  having  given  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  peace  was  but  a  truce,  a  suspension  of  hostil- 
ities, and  that  we  ought  to  expect  a  renewal  of 
the  war.  Had  it  not  been  a  complaint  during  the 
whole  of  the  war  that  the  whole  of  our  military 
force  was  not  adequate;  and  was  there  not  now 
on  the  table  a  recommendation  to  draw  out  by 
force  the  free  people  of  the  country  into  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  army?  If  we  are  yet  to  expect 
war ;  if  this  be  but  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  one 
of  two  things  follows :  either  that  the  recommen- 
dation on  the  table  was  preposterous,  or  we  ought 
now  to  increase  the  Army.  Instead  of  telling  the 
people  that  thieir  calamities  have  ceased,  we  must 
commence  a  system  of  vigor  to  obtain  an  army. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  believe  six  thousand  men 
of  our  present  army  would  remain,  after  discharg- 
ing all  those  men  who  were  enlisted  during  the 
war;  and,  if  the  establishment  was  fixed  at  ten 
thousand  men,  the  recruiting  officers  might  at 
once  be  sent  out  to  get  men.  He  did  not  un- 
derstand the  doctrines  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  when  he  argued  that  Britain's  having 
been  beaten  would  induce  her  to  renew  the  war. 
If  we  have  been  thus  successful  in  the  contest,  and 
she  is  thus  smarting  under  the  lash,  we  may  rea- 
sonably expect  some  security,  that  some  time  will 
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elapse  before  the  engages  in  a  contest  on  sach 
unequal  terms.  Nothing  but  folly  worse  than 
madness  could  induce  her  to  engage  in  hostilities 
again.  For  his  part,  Mr.  S.  was  for  settling  the 
Peace  Establishment  at  six  thousand  men;  if  it 
were  larger,  the  recruiting  officers  must  be  again 
set  to  work.  Of  this  he  had  no  idea,  nor  had  the 
people.  The  time  had  arrived  when  these  notions 
would  not  be  borne,  and  must  be  abandoned. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  Vermont,  said,  he  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  see  the  course  taken  by  some  gentle- 
men on  this  question.  It  had  been  well  stated 
that  the  enemy  was  yet  in  our  neighborhood,  and 
was  yet  in  possession  of  many  of  our  posts.  What 
was  now  proposed?  To  reduce  the  Army  to 
rather  less  than  the  last  Peace  Establishment. 
Eiperience  ought  to  dictate  a  contrary  course. 
Who  could  recollect  the  disasters  of  Harmar,  the 
defeat  of  St.  Clair,  and  not  fear  similar  results  of 
similar  circumstances  ?  Some  of  the  best  blood 
of  the  nation  was  spilt  because  we  had  not  a  force 
to  awe  the  savages  and  compel  the  fulfilment  of 
the  treaty.  Men  change  with  times;  there  is 
nothing  truer.  Examine  the  Journals  of  1805-6 
and  we  shall  find  sentiments  very  different  from 
those  now  uttered  from  the  Federal  side  of  the 
House.  It  was  then  contended,  and  the  Journals 
will  show  it,  that  our  Military  Establishment  was 
too  small,  that  ten  thousand  men  would  be  too 
few  for  a  time  of  perfect  apparent  peace.  We 
shall  find  the  votes  of  these  gentlemen  at  that  day 
to  increase  the  Military  Establishment.  Now,  it 
seems,  with  our  posts  multiplied,  our  frontier  ex- 
tended, the  powerful  armies  of  a  nation  with  whom 
we  have  just  concluded  a  peace  yet  on  our  fron- 
tier, we  are  to  reduce  our  Army  to  six  thousand 
men.  Have  gentlemen  become  converts  to  the 
doctrine  they  once  thought  so  hostile  to  the  pub- 
lic interest?  Would  they  agree  to  disarm  the 
nation  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  who  holds  some 
of  our  most  important  posts?  He  hoped  not. 
He  trusted  we  should  at  least  keep  up  a  force  of 
ten  thousand  men  for  the  present.  The  next 
Congress  could  reduce  it,  if  the  then  state  of 
things  would  authorize  them  to  do  so ;  if  our  posts 
were  delivered  up.  When  our  late  enemy  reduces 
his  army  in  our  neighborhood,  we  mav  more 
safely  do  it.  Do  it  now,  and  we  shall  invite 
another  war  with  a  nation  whose  pride  is  stung 
by  her  defeats,  and  encourage  the  hostility  of 
another  Government  with  whom  we  have  a  seri- 
ous dispute  as  to  the  boundary  lines  of  our  ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Calboun  said,  it  appeared  to  him,  that,  on 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment,  the 
House  were  acting  rather  in  the  dark,  having  be- 
fore them  neither  the  estimates  nor  the  facts  on 
which  they  were  founded.  In  determining  the 
amount  of  the  Military  Establishment,  he  said,  the 
House  ought  to  take  into  view  three  objects,  and 
graduate  the  force  to  be  retained  accordingly — 
the  proper  maintenance  and  garrison  of  our  mili- 
tary posts  and  fortresses ;  the  retention  of  so  large 
a  force  as  would  keep  alive  military  science,  and 
serve  as  a  seminary  for  that  purpose;  and  the 
adaptation  of  our  military  force  to  the  policy  of 


the  enemy  in  regard  to  this  country.  As  r^arded 
either  of  these  objects,  it  appeared  to  him  the 
House  was  not  in  possession  or  inforraattoo  to  en- 
able it  to  act  understandingly.  What  force  should 
be  necessary  to  guard  our  seaports— to  protect  our 
northwestern  and  western  frontiers  from  Indian 
hostility?  Of  this  there  was  no  estimate,  but 
every  thng  was  left  to  conjecture.  As  to  the  sec- 
ond point,  practical  military  men  ought  to  be  con- 
sulted, whether  it  would  be  proper  to  keep  up  a 
military  force  to  maintain  military  science.  The 
next  question  was  the  most  important :  Have  we 
a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  force  and  policy  of 
the  enemy  to  authorize  a  reduction  of  our  mili- 
tary force?  He  contended  we  had  not.  What 
would  be  the  feelings  of  England  on  receiving 
intelligence  of  the  late  events,  he  did  not  know. 
Whether  the  soreness  of  her  recent  defeat  would 
produce  a  disposition  to  remain  at  peace,  or  to 
retaliate,  no  gentleman  could  say.  If  there  was 
any  doubt  on  the  subject,  we  ought  to  act  with 
caution  in  reducing  our  Military  nistablishment. 
What  course  the  enemy  will  pursue,  we  cannot 
determine ;  whether  he  will  keep  up  a  small  peace 
establishment,  or  a  large  military  force,  we  do 
not  know.  It  ou^ht  to  be  recollected,  that  he  bms 
abundance  of  military  mean^  and  that  Uring  is 
as  cheap  in  Canada  as  in  England.  If  the  ene- 
my should  keep  up  a  force  oo  our  borders,  of  thirty 
or  forty  thousand  men,  instead  of  reducing  it  to 
four  or  five  thousand,  would  it  be  wise  for  us 
wholly  to  disarm  ?  It  would  not.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  deprecated  such  a  state  of  things;  but,  if  the 
enemy  should  retain  a  large  force  in  service,  in 
our  vicinity,  it  would  be  highly  impolitic  for  us 
to  reduce  ours  as  low  as  is  proposed.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jacksoh)  had,  on  a 
former  day,  remarked  that  our  situation  was  par- 
ticularly felicitous,  in  having  no  enemy  immedi- 
ately in  our  neighborhood.  But,  it  ought  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  most  powerful  nation  in 
Europe  possessed  provinces  adjoining  our  terri- 
tory, into  which  she  could  readily  poor  an  armed 
force.  He  hoped  that  nation  never  would,  bui  it 
might  do  so.  Suppose,  with  forty  thousand  men, 
he  chose,  without  notice,  to  make  a  hostile  move- 
ment aeainst  our  territory ;  every  strong  position 
on  the  Niagara  frontier  would  fall  at  once  into 
his  hands,  and  the  very  expense  we  wish  to  avoid 
must  be  quadrupled^  to  enable  us  to  regain  them. 
Having  neither  estimates  nor  facts,  as  he  had 
before  remarked,  the  House  ought  to  act  can- 
tiously.  It  is  easier  to  keep  soldiers  than  to  get 
them-— to  have  officers  of  skill  and  renown  in  yonr 
possession ,  than  to  make  them.  Let  as  wait  awhile 
before  we  reduce  our  Army  to  a  mere  Peace  Bs- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORonoH  said,  that  one  argnment 
which  had  been  urged  in  favor  of  a  large  Military 
Establishment,  appeared  to  him  to  cut  both  way^ 
It  was  contended  that  it  was  our  duty  to  keep  op 
a  large  military  force  until  our  late  enemy  re- 
duces his.  Suppose  our  late  enemy,  in  the  same 
way,  should  keep  up  his  force,  because  we  keep 
up  ours ;  we  shall  maintain  our  preaeut  military 
forever }  and  this  argument,  therefore,  goes  too  far. 
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It  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  geDtlemen 
holdiog  the  affirmacire  of  the  qaestioD  of  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army  to  six  thousand  men,  need  resort 
for  its  support  only  to  the  general  policy  of  the 
country — to  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the 
House,  to  relieye  his  constituents  from  the  heavy 
burdens  which  must  be  imposed  on  them  for  its 
support.  This  argument  is  sufficiently  solid  to 
repel  all  the  arguments  he  had  heard  in  favor  of 
a  larger  Military  Establishment  than  six  thou- 
sand men.  The  advocates  of  a  larger  force  had 
dwelt  on  the  apprehension  of  a  war  with  Spain, 
and  of  a  renewal  of  the  war  with  Britain.  Were 
gentlemen  serious  ?  Did  they  mean  to  alarm  the 
country  by  such  language  ?  Did  they  mean  to 
express  a  wish  for  a  Spanish  war  ?  He  hoped  not. 
Our  complaint  against  Spain  (if  any)  is,  that  she 
has  been  accessorv  to  the  acts  of  a  principal  ag- 
gressor on  our  rights.  Having  released  the  prin- 
cipal, (France,)  he  hoped  we  should  not  make 
war  upon  a  secondary  Power.  As  to  West  Flor- 
ida, we  have  possession ;  and  it  may  be  a  good 
reason  to  raise  an  army  to  defend  it,  whenever 
we  shall  have  reason  to  believe  it  will  be  attacked, 
but  not  before.  As  to  the  renewal  of  war  with 
Great  Britain,  he  had  no  sort  of  fear  of  it.  The 
difficulties  which  arose  in  carrying  into  efieot  the 
Treaty  of  1783  afforded  no  argument  in  favor  of 
the  expectation  of  a  similar  course  now.  Britain 
then  complained  that  we  had  not  complied  with 
some  of  our  stipulations  in  that  treaty,  and  par- 
ticularly that  which  secured  to  British  citizens 
the  debts  due  to  them  before  the  war ;  and  we 
complained  that  she  did  not  deliver  up  some  of  the 
"Western  posts;  and  both  parties  were  unquestion- 
ably to  blame.  It  bad  been  said,  that  six  thou- 
sand men  would  be  a  smaller  Peace  Establish- 
ment than  we  had  before  the  war.  This,  Mr.  Q. 
denied.  Our  Peace  Establishment  in  1805.  about 
the  time  our  collision  with  Great  Britain  broke 
out,  was  short  of  three  thousand  men ;  and  it  was 
not  until  this  unlucky  war,  from  which  we  are 
fortunately  freed,  was  expected  to  take  place,  that 
our  Military  Establishment  was  nominally  in- 
creased to  ten  thousand  men.  At  this  time,  he 
eould  not  see  any  necessity  for  preparing  for  war ; 
he  could  not  think  Congress  would  be  justified 
ia  maintaining  any  further  burden  on  the  people 
than  was  necessary  to  sarrison  the  various  posts 
in  the  United  States.  They  would  not,  he  thought, 
do  their  doty  to  their  country,  if  they  went  be* 
yood  six  thonaand  men. 

Mr.  PioKfiBiM 0  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  to  the  Congress  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
and  Amity  with  Great  Britain.  He  had  sup- 
posed this  an  authentic  document;  that  we  re- 
ally had  been  at  peace ;  that  we  had  been  rejoic- 
ing and  illuminating  for  peace.  But  were  he  or 
any  other  person  to  form  his  opinions  on  the 
^vrords  used  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Calboun.)  he  should  conclude  that  we 
-vrere  still  at  war.  That  gentleman  had  urged,  as 
a  conclusive  reason,  why  we  should  not  reduce 
the  Army  below  ten  thousand  men,  that  we  did 
not  yet  know  the  disposition  of  the  enemy  I  The 
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President's  recommendation  for  the  maintenance 
of  an  adequate  regular  force  having  been  read  by 
one  gentleman,  Mr.  f>  begged  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  another  passage,  which  he  read, 
expressing  the  sanguine  hope  and  belief  that  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  would  be  a  lasting  foundation 
of  the  most  friendly  intercourse.  The  sentiments 
now  expressed  on  one  side  of  the  House  appeared 
to  Uim  to  be  of  a  character  directly  opposed  to 
this;  and  would  have  a  tendency  to  stir  up  all 
the  sentiments  which  had  existed,  and  should 
only  exist  in  a  state  of  war.  If  we  have  peace  in 
fact;  if  we  are  desirous  of  renewing  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  Great  Britain,  we  should  lay  aside 
all  enmity,  and  forbear  anjr  expressions  calculated 
to  keep  alive  that  irritability  which  has  existed 
in  time  past,  against  the  nation  with  whom  we 
are  now  at  peace.  If  we  desire  a  renewal  of 
friendly  intercourse,  we  ought  to  lay  aside  un- 
founded suspicions,  and  act  upon  the  state  of 
things  declared  and  established  by  the  treaty. 
There  was  one  argument  that  had  been  so  often 
repeated,  he  could  not  omit  noticing  it,  though 
he  had  been  substantially  anticipated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland.  In  the  Treaty  of  1783. 
there  was  a  stipulation  that  neither  nation  should 
throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  recov- 
ery of  debts  due  from  citizens  or  ope  nation  to 
citizens  of  the  other.  It  was  a  notorious  fact, 
that  such  impediments  were  thrown  in  the  war 
by  some  of  the  States,  the  consequence  of  which 
was,  that  Great  Britain  kept  possession  of  the 
posts  she  was  to  have  given  up  to  us.  The  sur* 
render  of  the  posts,  and  the  removal  of  legal  im- 
pediments to  the  collection  of  old  British  debts^ 
took  place  at  one  and  the  same  time:  and,  un- 
questionably, as  the  gentleman  who  last  spoke 
bad  observed,  on  both  sides  there  was  blame. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  was  well  aware  that  he  could 
neither  speak  or  write,  if  he  had  any  reference  to 
Great  Britain  in  any  way,  but  it  was  said  that  he 
was  a  British  advocate.  His  conduct  throughout 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  since,  ought  to 
contradict  the  insinuation.  I  ani,  said  he,  an  * 
American  citizen,  and  Jcnow  no  other  predilec- 
tion. But  he  might  add,  that  after  the  Treaty  of 
1794,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  under  that 
treaty  were  broken  up,  and  no  measures  were 
taken  for  the  payment  of  those  British  debts ; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  that  a  treaty  was  entered  into,  and  rati- 
fied by  him,  whereby  the  United  States  were 
pledged  to  pay  those  debts,  computed  at  a  certain 
sum.  Without  waiting  for  that  payment,  Britain 
did  surrender  the  posts.  But,  it  had  been  said, 
we  ought  to  keep  up  a  large  force  if  Great  Brit- 
ain did.  Great  Britain,  remote  as  she  is  from 
her  provinces,  has  much  stronger  reason  for  keep- 
ing up  a  larffe  force  there  than  the  United  Slates 
could  have  for  maintaining  a  corresponding  force. 
The  continuing  to  harbor  such  suspicions.  Mr. 
P.  said,  would,  more  than  all  other  things,  tend 
to  produce  another  war.  But  could  any  gentle- 
man seriously  apprehend  another  war  alter  what 
had  taken  place  at  the  close  of  this?  It  had 
been  said  that  the  pride  of  Great  Briuin  would 
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be  wounded  by  the  eyents  at  New  Orleans.    To 
this  Mr.  P.  answered,  she  bad  made  peace  with- 
out knowioff  the  result  of  that  expedition.  Why 
did  she  make  peace?    Some  supposed,  on  ac- 
count of  the  aspect  of  a  flairs  in  Europe.    Mr.  P. 
rather  attributed  it  to  the  state  of  things  in  Great 
Britain.    The  sentiments  of  the  opposition  in 
both  Houses,  we  know  to  have  been  favorable  to 
peace.    The  sense  of  the  people  of  England  on 
that  head,  may  be  gathered  also  from  the  vast 
number  of  petitions  for  peaee  with  the  United 
States.    It  may  also  be  attributed  to  the  convic- 
tion experience  had  taught,  of  its  being  clearly 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  be  at  peace  with 
us.    She  wants  a  vent  for  her  manufactures. 
Her  merchants  had  supposed,  when  the  whole 
Continent  was  open  to  her,  there  would  be  an  in- 
satiable market  tor  her  commodities.    There  was 
an  error  in  that  speculation,  and  many  of  her 
merchants  were  injured,  if  not  ruined,  by  engag- 
ing in  it.    The  Continent  was  inundated  by  Brit- 
ish manufactures;  the  people  of  the  Continent 
were  unable,  or  not  inclined  to  purchase,  and  the 
goods  remained  in  consequence  in  the  hands  of 
the  exporters.    The  British  nation,  therefore,  so 
large  a  portion  of  whose  people  are  manufacturers, 
were  anxious  for  peace  with  the  United  States, 
that  this  better  market  than  any  other  should  be 
open  to  them.    This  is  the  great  reason  why  they 
desired  peace  with  us.    Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the 
recent  disaster  of  the  British  army  before  New 
Orleans.    If  it  had  only  happened  to  those  who 
were  on  our  coast  before,  during  the  last  Sum- 
mer; to  Admiral  Cochrane  and  his  command, 
(whose  lust  for  plunder  was  well  known,)  the 
effect  would  have  been  very  different  on  the  Brit- 
ish nation,  though,  had  the  attempt  succeeded,  it 
would  have  made  fortunes  for  him  and  all  nis 
oflicers.    But  the  expedition  was  fitted  out  with 
the  approbation  and  under  the  ejes  of  the  British 
Ministry,  by  whom  it  was  provided  with  an  im- 
mense number  of  troops  and  vast  equipments, 
destined  expressly  for  the  subjus^aiion  of  New 
Orleans.    Before  the  issue  of  that  expedition 
was  known,  from  which  complete  success  must 
have  been  anticipated,  the  same  Ministry  con- 
cluded a  peace.    When  the  result  of  that  expe- 
dition ia  known  in  England,  the  Ministry,  he 
said,  must  be  disgraced,  and  probably  driven  from 
their  seats.  Who  will  succeed  them  ?  The  Can- 
nings, as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  supposes? 
No.    Mr.  Canning  himself  is  now  a  Minister, 
appointed  by  the  present  Ministry,  to  represent 
that  Government  in  Portugal.    Their  successors 
will  be  those  very  members  of  opposition  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  who  have  clamored  for  a 
peace  with  America.    Bat,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  says.  Great  Britain  has  a  great 
army  in  Canada,  and  may  attack  us  if  we  disarm 
ourselves.    What  motive  can  she  have  to  do  so? 
If  they  made  peace  when  they  were  in  possession 
of  very  important  posts  on  our  frontier,  and  ex- 
pected New  Orleans  to  fail,  how  can  we  expect 
they  will  attack  us  for  the  purpose  of  conquest  ? 
[Mr.  Calhoun  explained,  that  he  had  not  as« 
aerted  that  such  would  be  the  case,  but  only  put 


a  case  to  show  the  policy  of  keeping  up  m  respect- 
able military  force.    The  loaa  of  Detroit,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war  just  closed,  for  the 
want  of  adequate  officers  and  force,  had  occtt" 
sioned  more  than  half  the  whole  expense  of  the 
war.]    Mr.  Pickering  resumed.    Instead  of  our 
maintaining  a  vast  military  force,  at  an  expense 
which  will  require  a  continuance  of  the  present 
oppressive  taxation  on  the   people,  he  said  we 
ought  to  reduce  the  Army  and  relieve  the  people 
from  a  load  of  taxes,  by  which  they  were  almost 
crushed.    We  ought  to  husband  our  means  in* 
stead  of  exhausting  them,  because  it  is  possible  a 
war  may  take  place,  God  knows  when.    Great 
Britain  may  maintain  a  considerable  force  iu 
Canada,  but,  if  she  does,  it  ought  to  give  no  um- 
brage to  the  United  States.     Why  will  she  prob- 
ably keep  up  a  large  force  in  Cfanada?    Prom 
the  apprehension  of  snob  a  sudden  incursion  from 
the  united  States  as  took  place  three  years  ago. 
So  far  from  expecting  invasion,  Mr.  P.  said  he 
would  be  willing  to  raze  to  the  foundation  all  our 
posts  on  the  frontier.    Ghreat  Britain  was  smart- 
ing, he  remarked,  under  the  effects  of  more  than 
twenty  years'  war ;  the  nation  sighed  for  repose^ 
and  assuredly  would  not  suffer  the  Ministry  (o 
engage  in  a  new  war  with  the  Uniced  States. 
One  gentleman,  Mr.  P.  said,  had  referred  to  the 
Spaniards,  and  intimated  that  as  we  had  some 
differences  with  them,  we  therefore  ought  not 
to  disband  our  army.     We  very  well  know,  and 
certainly  do  not  fear,  the  military  strength  of 
Spain.    The  feebleness  of  that  Government,  es- 
pecially with  its  present  bead,  leaves  us  nothing 
to  fear  in  that  quarter.    After  the  signal  defeat 
of  a  very  large  British  force  at  New  Orleans, 
what  motive  can  Spain  have  to  enter  into  a  war 
with  us  ?    The  effect  of  that  defeat  will  be  felt 
not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  Spain.    She  is 
weak;  in  her  provinces  bordering  on  the  United 
States  peculiarly  weak*    Her  internal  distraction 
forbade  the  possibility  almost,  certainly  the  prob- 
ability, of  her  thinking  of  war  with  the  United 
States.     These  were  briefly  the  reasons,  Mr.  P. 
said,  which  satisfied  him  that  the  force  of  our 
Military  Establishment  ought  to  be  reduced  at 
least  as  low  as  had  been  voted  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.    He  should,  for  his  own  part,  be  sat- 
isfied with  that  number.    Running  alone  the 
whole  frontier,  he  believed  thataix  thousand  mea 
would  be  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  the  pur* 
poses  of  defence  and  security*    Very  small  garri- 
sons would  be  sufficient  in  most  of  our  seaports 
to  keep  the  fortifications  in  repair.    Except  New 
York,  he  did  not  know  one  that  would  requite 
more  than  two  hundred  men,  many  not  more 
than  fifty,  and  some  not  more  than  twenty-five. 
Mr.  Troup  rose  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
some  erroneous  statements  which  had  been  made, 
greatly  exaggerating  the  amount  of  expenditore 
necessary  for  a  Muitary  Peace  Establishmeat. 
If  the  Army  was  to  be  destroved,  he  added,  let  it 
be  by  fair  argument,  and  not  by  erroneous  ealca- 
letions  of  the  cost. 

Mr.  Grosvenor  rose  to  assign  the  reasons  why 
he  should,  in  his  vote  on  the  present  occasion, 
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differ  from  most  of  his  friends.  He  considered 
this  a  totally  distinct  question  from  fixing  and 
voting  a  Peace  Establishment.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve this  was  the  time,  or  that  the  House  had  the 
necessary  information  on  which  to  fix  the  Mili- 
tary Peace  Establishment;  and  this  was  the  real 
question  presented  to  the  House.  It  had  been 
said,  and  truly,  that  the  British  nation  have  on 
our  soil  posts  of  the  utmost  importance  yet  unre- 
linquished. It  is  a  fact,  that  many  tribes  of  the 
Indian  nations  are  yet  in  a  state  of  disturbance, 
with  whom  we  hare  no  treaty,  no  ))eace,  or  se- 
curity for  a  peace.  This  House  did  not  yet  know 
the  manner  and  spirit  in  which  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  had  been  concluded.  He  regretted  that 
the  President  had  not  laid  before  Congress  the 
correspondence  in  regard  to  this  very  treat]^.  To 
have  done  so  would  have  been  no  violation  of 
principle,  because  the  President  had  on  a  former 
occasion  adopted  that  course.  To  this  treaty,  Mr. 
O.  said,  was  opposed  in  England  perhaps  the 
strongest  party  in  that  country;  and,  whatever 
gentlemen  mi^ht  think,  this  treaty  was  not  very 
cordially  received  in  this  country,  notwithstand* 
ing  all  our  illuminations  and  rejoicings.  He 
thought  he  hud  already  seen  symptoms  of  dissat* 
isfaction  at  It  in  debate.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had 
been  early  taught  to  respect  the  wisdom  of  the 
maxim,  that  to  be  sure  of  peace  you  must  be  pre-* 
pared  for  war.  If  ever  this  maxim  had  applica- 
tion or  point,  it  applied  to  the  very  circumstances 
in  wbictt  we  are  placed;  to  this  state  of  things, 
wherein  the  enemy  has  possession  of  so  much  of 
our  soil,  and  several  of  our  strongest  posts,  of  the 
redemption  of  which  we  have  no  certainty  but 
the  reliance  on  her  fkith.  In  this  unsettled  state 
of  things,  the  maxim  to  which  he  had  referred 
had  made  a  deep  impression  on  him.  He  did  not 
know,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  many  gentlemen,  the 
fkith  of  the  Bnglisli  nation  might  be  relied  on. 
Mr.  G.  inclined  to  think  it  miffht;  but  upon  this 
occasion  he  would  be  guarded  at  all  points;  he 
would  rely  on  establish^  maxims  of  policy,  in- 
stead of  relying  on  the  faith  of  any  nation.  We 
h«ve  tried  a  great  number  of  experiments,  but 
threre  is  yet  another,  it  appears.  Was  it  ever  be- 
fore heard  of,  that  on  the  bare  signature  of  peace, 
its  late  antagonist  remaining  on  its  soil  and  bor- 
ders, that  a  nation  disarmed  itself  altogether?  To 
be  sure,  it  will  occasion  some  additional  expense 
to  retain  our  force  in  existence,  but  to  disband 
our  forces  at  once  and  entirely,  would  have  a  bad 
influence,  and  the  world  would  have  a  right  to 
say,  we  nad  escaped  from  the  contest  so  com- 
pletely worn  down  by  its  pressure  that  we  could 
not  even  act  up  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  prudence. 
If  this  force  should  be  disbanded,  and  an  unfbr- 
tunate  collision  should  again  arise,  what  expenses 
and  losses  may  we  have  to  encounter  hereafter, 
in  order  to  save  a  comparatively  trifling  expense 
now?  What  would  be  the  expense  of  support- 
ing four  or  five  thousand  men  for  a  few  months, 
when  put  into  the  balance  against  those  evils 
which  may  grow  out  of  a  difierent  course?  In 
«U  these  matters,  Mr.  G.  said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  a  nation  acts  wisely  when  it  acts  according 


to  maxims  established  by  prudence,  and  sane* 
tioned  by  experience.  The  nistory  of  the  world, 
be  boldly  pronounced,  did  not  afford  an  instance 
in  which  any  nation  had  completely  disarmed  it- 
self in  the  circumstances  in  which  this  nation 
was  placed. 

Mr.  Gbolbon  said,  that;  for  his  part,  he  should 
not  act  on  the  presumption  of  tne  inexecutioa 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace ;  if  he  did,  he  should  feel 
himself  bound  to  retain  the  Military  Establish- 
ment on  its  present  footing.  On  the  contrary^ 
however,  he  should  act  on  the  principles  of  the 
President's  Message;  on  the  hope  that  Great 
Britain  would  carry  the  treaty  into  effect ;  be- 
cause, from  the  events  of  the  war  just  terminated, 
he  believed  it  to  be  as  little  her  interest  as  ours  to 
renew  the  war.  But,  while  freely  and  frankly 
avowinff  this  sentiment,  he  could  not,  under  other 
views  of  the  subject,  agree  to  the  rapid  reduction 
of  the  Army,  which  was  proposed.  Was  there 
anything  in  the  present  situation  of  the  country 
which  required  a  smaller  force  thatt  we  had  had 
for  several  years  before  the  declaration  of  war? 
We  have  an  extent  of  three  or  four  thousand 
miles  of  frontier,  on  which  are  n  number  of  points 
requiring  garrisons ;  we  are  in  hostility  with  a 
great  many  Indian  tribes,  and  our  afikirs  with 
Spain  are  yet  unsettled.  Everything  considered, 
he  thought  the  Army  ought  not  to  be  reduced  be- 
low ten  thousand  men.  No  man  in  the  House 
was  more  solicitous  than  himself  to  reduce  the 
public  expenditures;  and  he  entertained  a  strong 
nope  that  thev  would  be  so  reduced  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army,  ^.,  that  the  next  Consresa 
might  repeal  nearly  all  the  tases  that  have  been 
laid. 

Mr.  Desha  said,  that  he  did  not  regret  that  he 
had  brou^rht  this  subject  forward,  for  it  was  ne* 
cessary  lor  the  nation  to  know,  whether  they 
were  to  be  saddled  with  a  large  standing  army  in 
time  of  peace,  or  a  moderate  Peace  Establishment* 
But  he  resetted  that  the  question  should  take  up 
so  much  time  in  debate  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  notwithstanding  there  has  been  so  much 
eloquence  displayed.  The  question  on  this  amend- 
ment was,  on  Saturday,  carried  in  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  by  a  majority  of  nineteen 
votes,  where  I  did  hope  it  was  sufficiently  dis- 
cussed, and  where  f  did  believe  it  was  sufficient- 
ly understood ;  but  gentlemen  have  come  forward 
with  a  new  string  of  arguments  against  the  prop- 
osition. Do  they  suppose  that  the  House  do  not 
understand  the  subject,  or  do  they  suppose  that, 
by  this  great  flow  of  eloquence,  thev  can  make 
the  substantial  part  of  the  House  change  their 
opinions  in  so  short  a  time  ?  When  I  speak  of 
the  substantial  part  of  the  House,  I  mean  those 
who  think  much  and  speak  but  little;  who  make 
common  sense  their  guide,  and  not  theoretical 
or  visionary  projects.  Mr.  D.  said  he  should  not 
have  arisen  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  single 
remark,  but  for  that  positive  statement  madeoy 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth,; 
who  stated,  in  a  very  positive  manner,  that  six 
thousand  men  were  not  sufficient  to  garrison  the 
outposts.    How  does  the  gentleman  know  this? 
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What  datR  does  he  judge  from?  If  he  has  any 
eorrect  data  on  which  he  bottoms  his  calculations, 
he  oujpht  to  give  them  to  the  House.  But  I  shall 
take  lor 'granted  thai  he  has  none;  that  it  is  a 
mere  guess,  notwithstanding  the  positive  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  asserted.  I  have  made  some 
calculations,  and,  as  I  observed  on  yesterday, 
there  is  not  more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  forts 
in  all,  which,  it  is  presumed,  are  not  all  necessary 
to  be  Kept  up  in  a  time  of  peace.  I  much  ques- 
tion if  it  is  necessary  to  keep  up  more  than  twen- 
ty. Will  not.  one  hundred  men,  on  an  average, 
be  sufficient  to  man  each  fort  ?  It  is  true,  some 
may  perhaps  require  two  hundred,  but  others  will 
not  require  more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  men. 
Then,  sir,  you  will  have  upwards  of  one-half  of 
the  6,000,  as  contemplated  by  the  amendment,  for 
other  purposes.  But  some  gentlemen  advocate 
10.000,  and  others  20000,  of  a  standing  army. 
The  policy  is  easy  to  be  seen  through ;  the  advo- 
cates of  a  perpetual  system  of  taxation  dis^cover 
that,  if  they  cannot  retain  a  considerable  standing 
army,  they  will  have  no  good  plea  for  rivetting 
the  present  taxes  on  the  people.  I  was  an  advo- 
cate for  taxes  when  taxes  were  necessary  in  sop- 
port  of  the  war,  but  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done, 
consistent  with  propriety,  I  shall  be  in  favor  of 
removing  the  heaviest  of  them.  Commerce 
brought  us  into  the  war,  and  I  am  for  making 
commerce  pay  the  principal  part  of  the  debt  in- 
curred by  the  war,  and  not  sufier  the  people  to 
be  ground  down  to  dust  by  heavy  taxation.  Mr. 
D.  said,  if  the  argument  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Hopkins)  proved  anything,  it  proved  too  much ; 
it  proved,  that  while  there  was  the  least  speck  in 
the  political  horizon  abroad,  that  was  not  favora- 
ble to  us,  we  must  keep  up  large  standioff  armies 
to  guard  against  possible  difficulties.  This  is  a 
kind  of  doctrine  inconsistent  with  the  peaceful 
habits  of  republics,  and  calculated  to  oppress  the 
people  by  heavy  burdens,  instead  of  ameliorating 
their  condition.  The  gentleman  tells  us  that  we 
have  been  menaced  by  the  Spaniards,  and,  there- 
fore, ought  to  keep  a  force  in  pay  sufficient  to  re- 
pel any  attempt  on  their  part.  But  he  has  de- 
feated his  purpose  by  his  own  remarks,  by  saying, 
the  Spaniards  are  in  an  unsettled  state;  that  they 
are  ma  state  of  internal  distraction,  and,  there- 
fore. It  is  uncertain  wha(  moment  they  may 
pounce  upon  us.  Sir,  a  moment's  recurrence  to 
common  sense  would  be  sufficient  to  discover  the 
fallacy  of  these  remarks.  Is  it  to  be  presumed, 
while  they  are  in  a  state  of  internal  distraction, 
that  we  have  anything  to  apprehend  from  them? 
certainly  not.  They  will  have  enough  to  do  to 
aetlle  their  own  affairs— to  keep  their  own  Gov- 
ernment from  being  overturned — without  turning 
their  eye  to  foreign  wars,  even  if  they  had  any 
just  cause  of  complaint  aeainst  us,  which  I  deny. 
And  would  it  be  wise  to  Keep  up  large  standing 
armies  in  time  of  peace,  to  the  oppression  of  our 
own  people,  because  there  is  a  distant  possibility 
of  being  attacked  by  the  Spaniards?  Mr. D. said, 
we  are  either  at  war  or  we  have  peace;  if  we  are 
at  war,  not  a  single  man  ought  to  be  discharged ; 
if  we  are  at  peace,  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 


keep  more  regulars  than  was  sufficient  to  garri- 
son our  outposts  and  secure  our  frontiers.  He 
thought  that  six  thousand  were  sufficient  for  these 
purposes,  and  therefore  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted.  One  word  in  relation  to  other 
remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
He  laments  that  more  respect  is  not  paid  to  rec- 
ommendations from  the  Executive.  Mr.  D.  said, 
there  was  no  man  in  the  nation  had  a  higher  opin- 
ion of  the  goodness  and  purity  of  the  intentions 
of  the  Executive  than  be  had,  and  such  recom- 
mendations always  had  due  weight  with  him,  and 
would  continue  to  create  a  preponderance  in  all 
cases  of  a  doubtful  character ;  but  as  man  is  fal- 
lible, and  liable  to  err,  as  a  Representative  of  a 
free  people  he  should  take  the  liberty  on  this,  as 
well  as  on  all  case^  where  no  doubt  existed,  of 
exercising  his  own  judgment,  holding  himself  re- 
sponsible for  his  conduct  to  those  whom  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  heartily  coin- 
cided in  sentiment  with  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  which  had  been  quoted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  meant,  he 
said,  to  endeavor,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  to 
cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  Great  Britain. 
If  that  nation  would  let  us  alone,  he  was  wiUiag 
to  forget  what  had  passed.  He  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  renew  hostilities  with  ber,  and  he  hoped 
that  all  the  members  of  this  body  corresponded 
with  him  in  the  feeling;  but,  to  disarm  ourselves 
altogether,  would  be  just  as  wise  as,  when  a  warm 
day  comes,  to  throw  off  all  our  clothes,  expecting 
winter  was  over.  Although  the  President  had 
expressed  in  his  Message  pacific  purposes,  he  also 
expressed  an  opinion,  in  which  Mr.  K.  (Mj  con- 
curred, adverse  to  a  sudden  or  total  reduction  of 
our  military  force.  Taking  into  view  the  present 
state  of  the  world,  and  the  probability  tbat  the 
calm  in  Europe  is  nothing  but  the  precursor  of  a 
violent  storm,  though  be  sincerely  desired  it 
might  be  otherwise,  Mr.  R.  conceived  it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  to  part  with  so  great  a  pro- 
portion of  our  army  as  was  proposed.  The  Pres- 
ident had  expressed  sentiments  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, who  had  quoted  another  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage. [Mr.  R.  here  quoted  the  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage recommending  the  retention  of  a  respecu- 
ble  military  force.J  This,  he  said,  was  a  very 
plain  talk,  and  far  from  coinciding  with  the  in- 
ferences drawn  from  that  part  of  the  Messap 
recommending  the  cultivation  of  friendly  senti- 
ments towards  Great  Britain.  The  best  writing, 
even  the  Holy  Book  itself,  might  be  distorted  from 
its  meaning  and  general  intent,  by  qooting  de- 
tached sentences  of  it.  The  recommendatioD  of 
the  Executive  is,  in  effect,  that  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment be  not  so  reduced,  as  that  other  na- 
tions may  take  advantage  of  its  diminution.  Mr. 
R.  said  he  respected  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  for  the  opinions  he  had  just  delirered;  fJiey 
were  manly  and  noble;  he  highly  approved  them. 
Suppose  the  Military  Establishment  to  beredaced 
to  six,  four,  or  three  thousand  men ;  we  know, 
said  Mr.  R.,  who  have  been  obliged  to  beax  the 
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responsibility  of  the  war,  and  who  hare  disavow- 
ed any  responsibility.  If  there  should  be  any  en- 
croachments on  as  on  account  jof  our  weakness, 
the  very  majority  of  this  House  would  be  accused 
of  want  of  foresight  and  wisdom  in  disbanding 
the  Army.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  inclination  to 
subject  himself  to  this  condition.  Unless  there 
should  be  a  correspondent  reduction  of  force  by 
our  late  |enemy,  he  would  not  consent  to  reduce 
the  Army  so  greatly  as  was  proposed.  It  had  been 
said  we  ought  to  rely  wholly  on  militia  for  de- 
fence. Militia  generally,  he  said,  would  do  their 
duty,  and  that  manfully,  when  called  on ;  but  we 
Itnow  that  our  late  enemy  have  been  permitted 
to  hold  on  a  large  portion  of  our  territory,  with- 
out molestation  from  the  militia.  He  would  not 
consent  to  subject  ihe  United  States  to  a  contin- 
uation or  repetition  of  that  disgrace,  by  a  total 
disbaodment  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Stockton  said,  that  the  subject  of  redu- 
cing the  Army  was  very  important — the  pressure 
of  the  late  war  had  already  borne  heavily  upon 
the  people,  and  would  soon  be  more  distinctly 
felt  m  the  form  of  taxes  by  erery  man  and  in 
every  family.  He  had,  upon  due  consideration, 
determined  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee,  reducing  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment to  six  thousand  men.  Nothing,  however, 
would  have  induced  him  to  take  any  part  in  the 
debate,  but  the  alarmioff  course  of  argument  pur- 
sued on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  The  strange 
suggestions  to  which  he  alluded,  coming  as  they 
did  from  a  gentleman  of  standing-^the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations— and  simi- 
lar sentiments  expressed  by  other  gentlemen,  had 
really  alarmed  him.  He  feared  that  all  was  not 
right.  He  was  apprehensive,  that  there  was 
some  mystery  in  the  ])resent  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  was  judged  unfit  to  be  com- 
municated either  to  the  people  or  their  represen- 
Utives.  He  feared  that  some  design  which  could 
not  be  avowed,  was  maturing,  to  keep  op  a  large 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace;  or  that  the 
peace  lately  negotiated,  which  had  been  hailed 
with  so  much  enthusiasm,  was  deceptive ;  that  the 
people  had  been  amused,  and  would  be  deceived 
m  their  expectation  of  permanent  peace  and  in- 
creasing prosperity.  He  could  not  but  be  alarmed 
to  find  that  the  'Secretary  of  War  had  recom- 
mended the  keeping  up  a  regular  army  of  20,000 
—to  hear  that  this  plan  met  the  approbation  of 
the  Administration,  and  to  see  that  it  found  advo- 
cates in  that  Hou9e.  Mr.  S.  said  that  it  appeared 
to  him  as  if  gentlemen  had  forgotten  not  only  the 
first  principles  of  our  Government,  but  bad  deter- 
mined to  renounce  all  the  sentiments  which  their 
friends  had  formerly  avowed. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  if  there  was  any  one  principle 
which  might  be  called  fundamental  to  our  civil 
institutions,  and  which  above  all  others  had  re- 
ceived the  decided  approbation  of  the  friends 
of  civil  liberty  in  the  United  States  without  dis- 
tinction of  party,  it  was  this— that  a  standing  army 
was  not  to  be  tolerated  in  time  of  peace.  It 
formed  a  prominent  cause  of  complaint  m  the  vin- 
dication of  independence,  and  was  denounced  in 


many  of  the  State  constitutions— it  was  directly 
in  opposition  to  the  uniform  opinion  of  our  sages 
and  patriots.  Yet  the  plan  seemed  to  have  made 
many  new  friends.  All  the  common-place  reasons 
in  favor  of  such  a  measure  (and  none  other  had 
been  urged)  had  been  resorted  to — reasons  which 
al  ways  had  been  and  always  would  be  pressed  into 
such  a  service.  Such  as,  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
world;  large  armies  kept  up  hy  rival  Powers;  the 
unruly  disposition  of  savage  tribes;  the  necessity  of 
always  being  prepared  for  war  to  preserve  peace. 
This  and  the  lisespeciesof  drapery  always  had  and 
ever  would  be  held  up  to  conceal  the  real  motives 
of  political  action.  The  same  arguments  had 
been  used  for  more  than  a  century  to  support  the 
same  measure,  and  served  only  to  prove  a  solemn 
truth,  that  an  army  was  always  in  favor  of  those 
in  power.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  imputed  nothinff 
remarkable  to  the  Government  for  cherishing  such 
a  means  of  patronage  and  power,  but  thought  it  be* 
came  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  discouD' 
age  and  restrain  it.  For  his  own  part  he  would 
not  vote  for  a  man  more  than  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  common  garrison  duty.  He  was,  how- 
ever, more  alarmed  at  the  sentiments  expressed 
in  regard  to  the  peace.  The  honorable  |[entle- 
man  had  urged  as  a  reason  against  reducing  the 
Army,  that  we  had  no  security  for  the  duration  of 
the  peace;  that  the  British  Grovernment  had  not 
relinquished  its  pretensions ;  and  that  if  the  same 
causes  of  war  should  occur  again,  the  peace  would 
also  have  an  end.  And  the  gentleman  also  added, 
that  our  condition  was  only  that  of  a  free  or  sua* 
pended  hostility.  Mr.  8.  said,  that  this  waa 
alarming  information  indeed ;  and  his  only  con« 
solation  was  derived  from  a  conviction,  that  it 
was  wholly  unfounded.  He  asked  if  it  could  he 
possible  that  the  treaty  lately  negotiated  wn  mere 
deception  ?  He  hoped  and  believed  that  it  was 
not,  but  that  it  had  been  produced  by  the  dear* 
bought  experience,  that  nothing  was  to  be  gained 
by  the  war.  The  error  into  which  the  genueman 
had  fallen  was  this:  he  supposed  that,  as  the  Brit*^ 
ish  Gbvemment  had  not  relinquished  its  preten-^ 
sions,  the  causes  of  war  still  existed,  and  might 
again  produce  hostility,  if  again  resorted  to  by 
that  Government.  But  Mr.  S.  said,  that  thia 
opinion  was  not  correct ;  the  honorable  gentleman 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  we  had  declared 
the  war,  and  were  the  complainanu,  and  that,  go- 
ing to  war  for  specific  causes,  when  we  made  a 
general  peace  without  providing  for  them,  we 
must  be  considered  as  having  abandoned  them. 
There  existed  no  necessity  for  the  British  to  give 
up  their  pretensions,  unless  they  intended  so  to  do; 
so  far  from  it,  by  the  acknowledged  laws  of  na- 
tions, every  cause  of  war  not  provided  for  by  the 
treaty  is  considered  as  given  up,  and  can  never  be 
again  made  the  foundation  of  hostility,  without  a 
breach  of  public  faith.  This  rule  was  general, 
and  had  receired  the  unqualified  approbation  of. 
the  most  approved  writers  upon  the  law  of  nations. 
A  treaty vot  peace  not  only  puts  an  end  to  the 
war,  but  abolishes  the  cause  of  it.  The  party 
who  made  the  war,  and  then  the  peace^can  never 
again  recommence  hostilities  for  the  same  causaa  i 
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l«oe«,  in  modeftt  tcefttics^  there  will  alipays  be 
iaand  « leading  prorisioni  that  the  peace  dwdl  be 
§xm  or  perpemaJ,  or  miversal,  or  of  the  like  im- 
Bort,  the  mcaDiog  of  which  is,  not  that  ^ete.shali 
be  no  future  war,  bat  that  peace  is  to  be  perpHoal, 
at  far  as  respeets  the  former  points  of  dtfiertnce.  * 
Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  operation  ai  this  prin* 
e^le  of  ttattanal  law  upon  the  sabject.  was  ob- 
Tioos.  We  had  gone  to  war  ostensibly  on  ae- 
connt  of  the  Ordefs  in  Council ;  we  had  coniinned 
it  because  of  impnatments  from  American  aser- 
ehant  vessels;  we  complained,  as  occasion  re- 
quited, aboQt  blockades  and  other  subordinate 
matters.  As  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  ths  treaty 
did  not  operate  upon  that  subject,  becaose  they 
had  been  repealed  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
and  did  not  constitute  a  matter  in  dispute  when 
the  treaty  was  signed— therefore  that  subject  was 
not  touched  by  the.  treaty.  If  they  should  again 
be  renewed,  we  should  faatre  the  same  right  to  go 
to  war  on  that  account  as  we  had  before,  and  no 
more ;  hat  he  thought  that  there  was  not  Ike  re- 
motest probability  that  the  British  Ctovernfflent, 
after  having  vohmiarilv  abandoned  them,  wonkl 
ever  again  resort  tosuch  an  experiment.  But  the 
coases  for  which  the  war  had  neen  continued  af- 
ter the  repeal  of  these  orders,  and  after  the  offer 


af  onan  armistice  and  pacific  arfaagenwnt,atood 
upon  a  different  footing,  and^were  eaqiressly  with- 
in die  principle.  At  the  head  of  the  list  was  the 
point  oif  impressment.  We  claimed  tfaat  our  flag 
shonld  ooveraad  protect  all  persons  <m  board  our 
merchantmen.  We  eontinnad  the  war  because 
of  the  right  claimed  and  exercised  by  tiie  British 
to  search,  and  to  take  away  their  owa  mbjects; 
and  becaose  of  the  abase  of  tliat  right  m  often 
taking  real  Ameriean^itizensaitder  pretence  limt 
they  were  subjects.  Yet  ibe  treaty  is  sdent  upon 
thamatter;  not  a  letter  is  to  be  found  ia  itn|iair- 
ijuf  or  even  reguiatinff  the  exercise  of  the  claim. 
Vfm  can  never,  therefore,  maintain  that  oor  flag 
shall  cover  the  persons  on  board  our  merchant 
ahips.  Nor,  if  we  act  with  good  faith,  can  we 
ever  again  go  le  war  for  the  common  abuses  Ivera* 
tofore  poractised^^or  these  were  the  causes  of  the 
war,  which  this  peace  has  ended ;  all  that  can  be 
left  to  us,  acting  bonafidt^  k»  to  endeavor  by  ami- 
cable nrrangemento  to  provide  against  abuses  «f 
that  claim,  which  this  treaty  hss  converted  into 
an,  acknowledged  right.  The  same  might  be  said 
•f  blockades  and  the  rest  of  oor  maritime  pKten* 

•  Vatiel,  lib.  4^  ehsp.  8.  seat  19— ^The  effBct  of  s 
treaty  of  psacs^  is  to  pat  sn  end  to  the  ww,  snd  to 
abolish  the  subject  of  iu  It  leaves  the  oonftrscting  par- 
ties  without  any  rights  of  oonunitting  hostiUly  either 
tot  the  subject  which  kindled  the  war,  or  for  what 
has  ptseed  in  the  conrM  of  it ;  it  is  therefore  no  longer 
pennitted  to  take  up  snne  for  the  same  cause  \  accord- 
ingly in  these  treaties  the  parties  reciprocally  oblige 
themaelves  to  a  perpetual  peace,  which  it  not  to  be  un- 
derstood as  if  the  contracting  psjrties  promised  never  to 
make  war  on  each  other,  for  any  cauae  whatever.  Peace 
leiatesto  the  war  which  it  terminates,  and 'as  it  for- 
bids tfie  revival  of  Ihe  same  war,  by  taking  up  armi  for 
Ihe  cauae  whidi  at  first  kindled  it,  ii  in  reality  per- 


aionsL  The  treaty  was  sileat — the  eoeoiy  would 
not  suffer  them  to  be  named — they  are  oJl  given 
up — we  have  ou/selves  abandoned  the  new  doc- 
Ume  of  ^Free  Trade  and  Sailors'  Rights,^'  and 
can  never  again  rightfully  draw  the  sword  on 
those  preteasions. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  did  not  sute  this  by  way  of 
reproach  against  the  Government,  for  condnding 
such  a  peace— he  had  predicted  and  rejoiced  at 
the  event.    It  had  saved  the  country,  which  waa 
enough  for  him.    He  should  not  venture  even  to 
give  a  character  to  the  peace,  nor  iasiaaate  that 
it  was  net  such  as  it  ought  to  have  been.    He 
only  wished  that  the  people  might  naderstand  it 
—that  it  might  pass  for  what  it  was  worth,  aiui 
no  more.    Mr.  S.  said  that  the  general  principle 
of  public  law,  which  ke  had  laid  down,  was  not 
only  just  in  itself,  but  its  application  to  our  case 
had  been  anticipated  and  recognised  by  the  Ad- 
ministration }  were  it  not  for  such  a  principle,  war 
would  be  interminable.    Peace  would  indeed  be 
nothing  more  than  a  truce.    What  nation  would 
make  peace  with  its  enemy  merely  to  afford  time 
for  b^ter  preparation,  if  the  war  might  be  re- 
commenced on  the  old  grounds  when  he  was  ia* 
dined  so  to  do  1    When  he  said  that  tiie  Admin- 
iatcation  bad  nscotgnised  this  principle  of  lutb/ic 
law,  he  spoke  from  docttmeals  which  couid  not 
err.    In  the  insuuctions  from  the  Department  of 
State  to  oor  Ministers  at  GUieal,  tearing  date  April 
15Ui,  1812,  Mr.  Monroe  says-**'  I  have  to  repeat, 

*  that  the  great  object  which  you  have  lo  aecare,  in 
'  regard  to  impresidneat,  is,  that  the  flag  shall  pro- 
'  test  the  crew.    Your  first  duty  is  to  conclude  a 

*  peace  wttii  Great  Britain,  and  you  are  authoiizad 
'  to  do  it,  in  case  you  can  obtain  a  satisfactory  atip- 

*  ulatioa  against  impressment ;  one  which  will  se- 
'  CUES  under  our  nag  protection  to  the  crew."^ 
'^  If  this  encroachment  is  not  provided  for,  the 

*  United  States  have  apnealed  to  arms  ia  vain.    U 

*  your  efforts  to  accomplish  it  should  fail,  you  will 

*  retarn  home  without  deiay^" 

In  the  instructions  of  the  28tL  January  1814^ 
these  words  will  be  found:  ^On  impressment^ 
'  as  to  the  right  of  the  United  States. to  be  exemf^ 
Mrom  it,  I  have  nothing  new  to  add— «the  senti- 

*  mentftof  the  President  have  undergone  no  chao^ 
'  en  this  important  snbiject.  This  d^radijig  prao- 
'  tice  must  cease;  our  flag  must  protect  the  crew, 
'  or  the  United  States  cannot  consider  themselves 
'  as  an  independent  nation.^' 

In  a  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rek- 
tions,  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  of  ^th  Jaa* 
uary  1813,  it  is  said :  "  To  appeal  to  arms^  and 
'  to  lay  them  down  without  securing  it,  would  be 
^  considered  in  no  other  light  than  a  reUnquiak- 
'  meot  of  it." 

But  the  most  important  public  doctunent  upon 
the  point,  was  the  instructions  to  oar  Miotstera  of 
the  27th  June,  1814,  beeauae  these  were  sent  after 
the  peace  in  Europe  was  known  to  this  Groveca- 
men  t.  In  that  de^tch  is  the  following  sentence : 
'^As  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  United  Suia^ 
'  in  suffering  the  treaty  to  be  silent  on  the  sab- 

*  ject  of  impressment,  to  admit  the  British  ekia 

^  thereoa,or  to  relinquish  that  of  the  United  Snttea^ 
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'  it  is  highly  imporUuit  that  any  soeh  infereaee 
*  should  he  «iitirelv  preeluded  by  a  deelaratioD,  or 
'  protest,  in  some  rorm  or  other,  that  the  omission 
'  IS  not  to  have  such  a  tendency." 

Mr.  S.  asked  whether  the  treaty  contained  any, 
such  declaration,  or  protest— whether  any  other 
instrament  of  {votest  had  been  communicated  to 
the  British  Ministers  before  the  treaty  was  signed? 
Nd  such  paper  has  been  communicated,  and  none 
existed.  Suppose,  instead  of  such  a  protest,  dis- 
tinct propositions  had  been  made  by  our  Minis- 
ters on  the  point  of  impressment,  and  had  been 
instantly  rejected,  would  not  this  put  the  point 
beyond  doubt  ?  If  such  was  not  the  fact,  why 
had  not  all  the  papers  accompanying  the  treaty 
been  laid  before  the  House?  For  these  reasons, 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  saw  no  cause  to  fear  that  the 
war  would  be  renewed  if  the  United  States  acted 
with  good  faith.  He  looked  for  a  durable  peace, 
in  the  interest  which  both  parties  bad  in  main- 
taining it.  But  if  the  enemy  shoidd  so  act  as  to 
bring  about  war  again,  without  fault  of  our's, 
the  country  would  yet  be  safe.  We  could  soon 
Jmtc  as  good  an  army  as  that  now  to  be  disband- 
ed. And  until  we  had,  the  people  could  defend 
themselves.  We  want  no  merceaary  army  to  de- 
fend the  country  on  sudden  emergencies. 

Our  safety  lies  in  the  spirit,  bnnrery,  and  patri- 
otism of  the  people.  JOid  we  want  proof  of  this  ? 
Let  us  cast  our  eyes  to  Sackeu's  Harbour,  Platts- 
burgi  and  particularly  to  New  Orleans,  where 
the  orave  militia  of  the  country,  aided  by  their 
Wesiem  brethren,  with  no  other  aid  than  two 
skeleton  regiments,  had  repulsed  the  enemy  with 
aignid  slaughter.  This  had  taught  the  world  a 
lesson,  how  freemen  would  defend  their  homes. 
Why  then,  Mr.  S.  asked,  should  we  keep  up  this 
army  at  the  expense  of  nuiny  miUtons  of  dollars'? 
For  one,  he  would  not  consent  lo  it.  The  taxes 
imposed  on  the  people  were  eBOTmous ;  they  could 
not  be  dispensed  with  until  ouviDanoeeand  credit 
were  restored.  We  should  retrench  as  much  as 
possible.  Lop  off  erery  unnecessary  article  of 
expense^  and  commence  a  system  of  rigid  econo- 
my. Upon  the  whole|  he  trusted  that  the  aaoend- 
ment  made  in  Committee  would  be  confirmed  in 
the  House  by  a  decided  majority. 

Mr.  Maoon  said,  he  would  not  take  up  the 
treaty  or  iu  merits,  nor  discuss  the  subject  of 
Executive  recommendattons ;  but  he  should  con- 
fine himself  to  the  question  of  what  it  would  be 
proper  for  the  Unit^  States  to  do  in  the  present 
state  of  things.  Six  or  ten  thousand  men  were 
nothing  as  a  war  establishment.  If  the  treaty 
was  ooIt  a  truce,  we  ought  not  to  stop  at  ten 
thousand  men ;  instead  of  disbanding  our  forces, 
we  ought  to  go  on  recruiting  them,  to  be  ptepared 
for  the  state  of  things  which  will  take  place  when 
the  truce  expires.  But,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  took  the 
treaty  for  a  covenant  of  peace,  and  he  was  willing, 
in  good  faith,  to  carry  it  into  effect.  There  was 
a  mistake,  on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen,  in  re- 

Srd  to  what  had  been  the  originial  Peace  Bstab- 
hment.  During  all  the  trouble  between  this 
country  aad  Spain  and  Britain,  no  addition  had 
be«i  authorized  to  the  old  Peace  Bstid>lish»Bnt, 


until  after  the  attack  Upon  the  CheMipeake,  and 
when  the  law  then  passed  there  was  mat  dispute 
about  the  title  of  it,  that  the  additional  force  might 
not  be  considered  a  part  of  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment.  The  old  Peace  Esubfishment 
consisted  of  one  brigade  only.  With  that  force 
we  had  taken  possession  of  Louisiana;  With 
that  force  we  had  maintained  it,  besides  keep-^ 
ing  garrisons  in  most  of  our  present  forts.. 
The  Indians,  he  thought,  might  be  safely  left 
to  themselves ;  our  forts  would  not  now  be  in-^ 
creased,  and  all  the  force  that  appeared  to  hiut 
necessary,  was  so  much  as  should  be  sufficient  tv 
keep  our  works  in  repair.  The  true  way  to  make 
our  militia  efficient,  is  to  let  them  know  that  tbtr 
safety  of  the  nation  depends  on  them,  and  to  taker 
nothing  more  from  the  products  of  their  labor  to 
support  regular  soldiers,  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. In  proportion  as  men  live  easily  and  com* 
fortably.  in  proportion  as  thev  are  free  from  the 
burdens  of  taxatioOj  they  will  be  atuiched  to  the 
Qovernment  in  which  they  live.  For  his  part, 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  should  be  willing  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  old  Peace  Establishment,  of  three 
thousand  men. 

As  to  the  Indian  hostilities,  Mr.  M.  apprehended 
.we  should  now  hear  very  little  of  them.  The 
Northwestern  Company  had  been  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Indian  wars;  and  it  was  now  their  inter- 
est to  end  them.  So  long  as  the  Britbh  Ministry 
were  on  an  amicable  footing  with  this  Gorern- 
ment,  so  long  the  Indians  wul  remain  at  pc^ce. 
It  was  no  matter  what  men  composed  the  British 
Ministry,  and  therefore  immatenal  in  tbb  debate^; 
whether  they  are  the  Cannings,  Castlereaghs,  or 
Wellesleys,  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  them  all  as 
devoted  to  the  British  interests. 

As  to  Spain,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  considered  the 
question  settled  as  to  the  territory  west  of  the 
Perdido.  The  people  of  Tennessee  and  Georgili 
had  settled  that  question.  If  he  had  been  so  in- 
clined, would  Ferdinand  of  Spain  hare  missed 
the  favorable  opportunity  afibrded  by  the  double 
war  in  which  we  were  engaged,  to  have  made  am 
attempt  on  the  country  ?  Once  settle  that  couih 
try,  said  he,  and  you  will  want  no  garrisons  there. 
The  late  enemy  had  calculated  much  from  the 
operation  of  its  army  against  Orleans.  If  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  treaty  under  a  belief  of 
that  army  bemg  victorious,  and  the  key  of  the 
whole  Western  country  being  in  tbeir  possession, 
would  they  be  dissatisfied  with  it  now,  when  that 
army  was  ascertained  to  be  destroyed,  and  the 
design  of  conquest  totally  defeated  1  The  events 
in  that  quarter  might  be  urged  in  England  as  a 
reason  for  puttinff  the  Ministers  out  of  power,  but 
not  as  a  reason  for  violating  the  treaty.  Mr.  M. 
said  he  should  be  glad  to  see  a  reduction  of  the 
Army  now.  His  experience  had  shown  him  that, 
if  there  was  a  difficulty  in  raising  men  and  laying 
taxes,  there  was  a  greater  difficulty  in  getting 
rid  of  both.  He  had  heard  strong  arguments 
zealously  urged  why  taxes  should  not  be  repealed 
when  they  were  not  necessary,  and  he  was  cer- 
tain they  would  not  be  repealed  if  they  were 
made  necessary  by  keeping  up  a  large  military 
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force.  The  security  of  this  nation  reposes  not  on 
a  large  military  force,  but  on  the  happiness  and 
freedom  of  the  people.  It  is  much  cheaper  to 
carry  on  a  war  with  regulars  than  militia,  but  a 
regular  army  ought  not  to  be  kept  up  in  lime  of 
peace.  What  enabled  the  people  to  stand  the 
pressure  of  the  restrictive  system,  but  the  light- 
ness with  which  they  were  borne  upon  by  taxes? 
History  almost  universally  proves,  that  in  propor- 
tion as  you  rely  on  regulars,  militia  lose  their  effi- 
cacy and  utility.  You  must  let  the  militiaman 
know,  he  must  feel  that  on  him,  and  others  like 
him,  the  safety  of  the  nation  rests,  and  not  on  a 
standing  army.  He  hoped  the  House  would  con- 
cur in  reducing  the  number  of  men  to  six  thou- 
sand ;  though  ne  should  like  it  well  if  it  were 
reduced  still  lower. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  he  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment for  reducing  the  force  of  the  Army  as  low  as 
six  thousand  men.  He  was  not  thus  opposed  to 
it  from  any  apprehension  of  insincerity  in  the 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  but  he  was  in  favor  of  proceeding  on  the 
common  rules  of  prudence  and  caution.  The  late 
enemy  had  at  this  time  a  large  force  on  our  coasts 
and  borders,  say  thirty  ^ve  thousand  men ;  and 
with  Great  Britain,  as  a  rival  nation,  holding  so 
.powerful  a  force  in  our  neighborhood,  it  was  not, 
in  his  opinion^  compatible  with  prudence  to  re- 
duce the  Military  Establishment.  In  his  deal- 
ings in  social  life,  he  said,  when  he  paid  money 
to  any  man,  of  ever  so  great  and  unquestionable 
integrity,  he  took  a  receipt  for  the  money;  and 
if  such  a  person  owed  him  money,  he  took  his 
bond  or  note  for  it;  and,  with  these  documents, 
he  could,  if  necessary,  defend  his  right  before  a 
legal  tribunal.  But  it  was  not  so  between  na- 
tions, whose  last  and  best  appeal  was  force.  It 
l^came  the  duty  of  nations,  therefore,  not  indis- 
creetly to  disarm  themselves.  He  said  he  was 
friendly  to  a  small  Military  Establishment,  and 
was  willing  to  reduce  ours  in  moderation.  In  the 
existing  state  of  society,  without  indulging^  in  un- 
generous suspicions,  it  would  be  most  wise  and 
prudent  never  to  put  ourselves  in  the  power  of 
other  nations. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  rose,  not  to  speak  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Army,  having  already  expressed 
his  opinion  on  that  subject,  but  briefly  to  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  (Mr.  Stock- 
ton,) who  had  just  told  the  House  that  we  went 
to  war  for  ^'  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,"  illegal 
blockades  and  spoliations ;  that  he  will  not  speak 
of  the  character  of  the  peace,  and  yet,  in  the  same 
breath,  tells  us  that  the  right  of  impressment  has 
been  given  .up,  the  right  of  blockade  has  been 
given  up,  and  our  claim  for  spoliation  has  been 
ffiven  up.  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  said  Mr.  W., 
now  he  could  more  pointedly  have  given  a  char- 
acter to  the  peace,  or,  indeed,  more  incorrectly 
have  given  that  character,  ^ir,  after  the  advice 
of  the  President  to  cultivate  harmony  in  every 
section  of  the  Union,  and,  indeed,  when  remarks 
tending  to  irritate  Grreat  Britain  have  been  re- 
buked on  this  floor,  I  had  hoped  that  remarks  cal- 
culated to  stir  up  the  angry  passions  among  our- 


selves would  have  been  forborne.    I,  for  one,  was 
prepared  to  act  on  the  principle  of  amoesCf — to 
drop  the  curtain  of  oblivion  on  the  past,  and  to 
cultivate  union,  so  necessary  for  the  harmony 
and  prosperity  of  the  nation.    Sir,  the  war  was 
declared  to  arrest  the  fractice  of  impressment 
and  illegal  blockades  under  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  spoliations;  ob- 
jects admitted  on  all  sides  to  justify  the  war. 
but  the  gentleman  has  told  us  that  they^have  all, 
by  the  treaty,  been  given  up.    He  has  for;gottea 
his  own  remarks  on  former  occasions — that  Brit- 
ain never  claimed  the  right  of  the  impressment  of 
our  seamen,  but  to  take  her  own.    He  has  for- 
gotten that  he  pressed  us  to  put  a  stop  to  the  far- 
ther progress  of  the  war,  as  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  revoked  ;  and  yet  he  says,  the  right  of 
impressment  has  been  given  up;  that  the  right 
of  blockade  has  been  given  up,  and  no  compensa- 
tion for  spoliation  has  been  obtained.   Sir,  it  will 
be  recollected  by  all,  that  Great  Britain  never 
claimed  the  riffht  of  impressment  of  American 
seamen,  and,  of  course,  that  the  right  would  not 
have  been  among  the  causes  of  the  war ;  but  that 
she  claimed  the  rig|it   to  take  British  seamen 
sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and, 
under  pretence  of  that  claim,  impressed  oar  sea- 
men. Sir,  the  Orders  in  Council  imposing  fliegal 
blockades  were  revoked  almost  con  tern  poraneoaa- 
ly  with  the  declaration  of  war,  and  before  she 
knew  it  was  declared,  but  I  never  bad  a  doubt 
that  our  preparations  for  the  war  of  which  she 
was  informed,  at  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  was  the  cause  of  that  revocation; — of 
course  tnese  Orders  in  Council  and  illegal  block- 
ades were  abandoned  long  before  the  treaty,  and, 
of  course,  it  could  not  be  necessary,  by  treaty  to 
effect  what  had  been  done  without,  by  the  war. 
The  practice  of  impressment  was  also,  by  the 
war,  determined,  and  we  can  never  forget  that  the 
Opposition  contended  that  they  had  very  few  sea- 
men impressed,  fewer  by  far  than  we  are  taught 
were  given  up  and  restored  to  liberty,  but  kept 
as  prisoners  of  war,  alihoueh  captured  in  time  cf 
peace^  as  their  friends  called  it.    I  ask,  then,  if 
the  right  of  impressment  of  American  seamen, 
never  claimed,  has  been  given  up?  or  the  right  of 
blockade,  ^iven  up  without  treaty,  has  been  re- 
vived bv  us  not  being  inserted  in  the  treaty  1 
And  I  also  ask,  if  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  to 
take  her  own  seamen  has  not  been  agreed  to  by 
the  treaty,  if  she  has  not,  upon  the  gentleman^ 
principles,  abandoned  it?    So  much,  sir^  as  to 
impressment  and  blockades.  Now,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  spoliations.    I  humbly  ask,  if  they  hare 
not  been  remunerated  ?  They  took  nine  hundred 
and  seventeen  ships  in  time  of  peace;  we  endea- 
vored to  regain  them  by  replevin,  but  they  were 
eloigned,  or  rather  purloined,  and  we  obtained  a 
capuu  in  tnthemam^  whereby  we  have  legally 
taken  two  thousand  of  her  ships,  richly  laden,  of 
double  the  value  of  ours  so  purloined.  I  then  asft; 
if  this  be  not  perfect  satisfaction,  and  if  it  wooia 
be  lawful  to  release  the  ships  they  took  after  be- 
ing thus  remunerated  by  a  condemoatioo  on  oar 
capiae  in  mihemam?    Sir,  I  am  sorrf  to  heat 
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that  gentlemen  condemn  their  friends  in  the  Sen- 
ate, where  the  treaty  was  unanimonsly  ratified. 
Would  they  have  ratified  a  treaty  giving  up  the 
right  of  impressment?  Would  they  have  given  up 
the  riffht  of  blockade,  oran]r  other  ri^ht?  Would 
they  have  unanimously  ratified  so  dishonorable  a 
treaty?  It  would  be  as  foul  a  calumny  on  their 
patriotism  as  it  would  be  on  their  understanding, 
to  give  such  a  construction  to  the  treaty  Sir, 
I  trust  the  whole  American  people  will  be  satis- 
fied with  the  peace,  and  will  consider  the  war  as 
a  demonstration  of  the  strength  of  Republican 
Governments,  founded  on  the  affection  of  a  free 
people,  not  like  those  Governments  of  slaves,  ex- 
ecuted by  force  or  fear,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will 
demonstrate  to  Great  Britain  our  strength ;  that 
we  have  not  only  the  power  bat  the  will,  any- 
thing in  the  Federal  Opposition  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  and  convince  her  that  America, 
united,  is  invincible. 

Mr.  Farrow  was  in  favor  of  a  small  Peace 
Establishment.  We  had  gone  to  war,  he  said, 
with  a  very  small  regular  force,  and,  after  the 
conclusion  of  a  peace,  we  ought  at  least  to  reduce 
the  Army  to  the  amount  of  force  we  had  at  a  time 
when  war  was  daily  expected.  If  ever  we  again 
go  to  war,  he  said,  we  shall  act  on  the  defensive 
only,  and  our  militia,  in  every  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try, are  prepared  to  defend  the  soil.  From  the 
experience  of  the  past  war  we  shall  derive  immu- 
nity  from  aggression,  because  our  citizen  soldiers 
have  shown  themselves  capable  of  defending  the 
soil.  The^  now  know,  if  they  ever  before  doubt- 
ed it,  that  it  will  be  in  vain  to  invade  us.  If  you 
want  Canada,  said  he,  entice  the  British  Govern- 
ment, if  yoQ  can,  to  attack  you,  and  the  militia 
will  soon  follow  an  enemy  over  the  lines.  For- 
eign nations,  he  believed,  however,  would  in  fu- 
ture have  too  much  wisdom,  if  not  too  much  good- 
ness, to  attack  us;  and  there  was  no  occasion  to 
keep  up  a  regular  military  force  for  defensive 

Surposes.    He  was  in  favor  of  increasing  the 
lavy,  to  a  certain  extent,  but  opposed  to  a  large 
military  force. 

Mr.  GuTHRBRT  said,  there  could  be  no  doubt, 
he  thoushc,  that  in  the  regulation  of  our  Military 
Establishment,  there  should  be  some  mean  num- 
ber to  which  it  ought  to  be  reduced.  To  reduce 
it  as  low  as  was  proposed,  would  be  as  unwise,  in 
his  view,  as  not  to  reduce  it  at  all.  The  reasons 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  reduction,  were  not 
strong  enough  to  balance  the  objections  against 
it.  In  the  first  place,  he  argued,  it  was  extremely 
important  to  know  what  the  determination  and 
spirit  of  the  enemy  is.  In  going  into  and  coming 
out  of  a  contest,  it  is  all-important  to  know  what 
is  the  spirit  of  your  antagonist.  Are  you  willing, 
said  he,  to  tell  your  late  enemy,  vou  rejoice  ex- 
tremely in  the  peace,  and  are  willing  to  rush  at 
once  into  extreme  tranquillity  ?  If  you  persuade 
him  that  the  people  were  so  anxious  for  the  re- 
tarn  of  peace,  that  they  would  therefore  sacrifice 
everything,  you  encourage  him  to  commit  future 
aggressions.  He  ad  verted  to  the  influence  of  such 
precipitation  on  our  own  people,  and  deprecated 
It  as  declaring  peace  and  tranqaillity  too  much, 


and  relaxing  their  spirits  so  greatly,  that  it  would 
be  with  great  difficulty,  in  case  of  future  wan 
being  forced  on  us,  they  could  be  induced  to  make 
the  necessary  sacrifices.  Militia,  he  said,  however 
to  be  depended  on,  were  not  calculated  for  garri- 
son duty,  which  they  abhorred  and  revolted  from, 
and  which  could  only  properly  be  performed  by 
regular  troops.  Neither  were  militia  fit  to  con- 
test a  regular  campaign,  with  an  enemy  Id  a  fixed 
seat  of  war — such  a  campaign,  for  instance,  as  that 
of  the  last  Summer  on  the  Canadian  frontier. 
Would  vou,  said  he,  for  such  a  service  depend  on 
militia  rorce,  serving  for  six  months,  and  contin- 
ually changing  at  the  end  of  that  term,  or  on  a 
regular  force,  competent  to  meet  in  the  open  field, 
and  to  manoeuvre  against  a  regular  army?  While 
no  one  more  highly  than  him  appreciated  tbe  en- 
thusiasm which  militia  had  displajred  in  occa- 
sional service,  he  denied  their  capacity  to  sustain 
an  equal  conflict  with  regular  troops  in  a  regular 
campaign.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
would  by  no  means  go  into  a  large  Military 
Establishment,  in  time  of  peace.  The  party  to 
which  he  belonged  had  always  been  averse  to 
heaping  unnecessary  burdens  on  the  people ;  and 
the  lightness  of  the  burdens  imposed  on  them,  was 
what  had  induced  them  always  to  adhere  to  and 
support  the  Government  as  they  had  done  through- 
out the  war.  He  would  not  weaken  that  attach- 
ment, which,  in  the  moment  of  danger,  became  a 
principle  of  energy  and  action.  Ten  thousand 
men,  he  said,  for  a  time  of  trouble,  were  not  too 
few,  and  for  the  present  time,  he  thought,  would 
be  a  proper  force.  In  time  of  actual  war,  they 
would  serve  as  a  foundation,  and  a  foundation 
only  did  we  ever  want,  for  a  good  army. 

Mr.  Stuart  said  he  had  intended  to  have  given 
a  silent  vote  in  favor  of  the  largest  number  of 
men  proposed ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  argu- 
ments urged  against  the  number  of  ten  thousand 
men,  he  still  adhered  to  his  own  opinion,  that  tea 
thousand  men  would  not  be  too  many.  It  was 
much  easier  to  disband  than  to  raise  an  armv ; 
and,  while  we  have  some  of  the  best  troops  in  the 
world,  let  us  not  disband  too  many  of  them.  The 
difference  of  expense  between  six  and  ten  thou- 
sand men  for  a  few  months,  would  be  trifling. 
At  the  next  session,  if  we  had  peace  with  every 
nation  on  that  flrm  basis  he  hoped  we  should 
have,  he  would  join  with  gentlemen  in  reducing 
the  Army  still  lower.  Ten  thousand  men,  he  said, 
he  wished  to  retain,  neither  as  a  Peace  or  War 
Establishment,  but  as  constituting  such  a  force 
as  the  times  required.  He  voted  for  this  numberi 
not  entirelv  because  a  large  force  had  been  rec- 
ommended by  the  Executive,  but  on  his  own 
opinion,  deliberately  and  maturely  formed  $  and, 
although  the  gentleman  who  had  moved  in  the 
Committee  to  strike  out  ten  thousand,  appeared 
to  hope  it  would  be  carried  by  a  large  majoritjr, 
Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  the  contrary.  Mr.  S,  said 
he  would  pin  his  faith  on  no  man's  sleeve,  in  or 
out  of  this  House;  but  he  thought  we  had  no 
right  to  expect  to  keep  entirely  clear  of  all  hostility, 
and  under  present  circumstances  he  could  notcon- 
I  sent  to  reduce  the  Army  as  low  as  was  proposed. 


1285 


mSTORT  OF  coNaBsas. 


1^6 


BLopR. 


MUUary  Feaoe  EstMishmML 


PABSnAET,1815. 


Mr.  Potter  said  he  bad  been  in  hopes,  until 
the  debate  of  to-day,  that  we  bad  made  peace  in 
the  spirit  of  peace,  and  that  the  Army  woald  hare 
been  reduced  to  the  Peace  Establishment.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  had  suffered  very 
great  privations,  and  it  was  time  tbey  should  be 
relieved.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  some  little  know- 
ledge of  different  Administrations  for  twenty 
years  past,  and  so  far  as  he  knew  them^  it  had 
always  been  a  good  time  to  continue  or  increase 
the  burdens  on  the  people  and  to  multiply  offices; 
but,  under  no  Administration  did  he  ever  know 
it  a  good  and  proper  time  to  begin  the  reduction 
of  expenses  and  abolition  of  offices.  He  had  been 
in  hopes,  he  said,  that  gentlemen  who  have  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  Administration,  and 
had  professed  great  Republicanism,  would  nave 
shown  a  willingness,  wnen  they  had  the  power, 
to  practice  what  they  had  preached.  The  argu- 
ment that  we  must  support  an  army  because  the 
British  have  men  in  Uaoada,  is  entitled  to  no 
weight.  If  we  are  to  support  thirty  thousand  men 
on  that  ground,  we  need  no  war  to  destroy  the 
Administration  and  beggar  the  people ;  we  had 
better  be  in  war,  indeed,  than  in  such  a  peace  as 
that.  Another  gentleman  was  afraid  of  reducing 
the  Army  lest  Britain  should  suppose  we  were 
heartily  tired  of  the  war  and  could  not  bear  the 
burdens  of  it.  This  argument  he  treated  as  ab- 
surd— punishing  ourselves  to  no  purpose.  In  re- 
gard to  the  different  calculations  as  to  the  expense 
of  a  military  force,  he  said  it  was  probable  they 
were  all  underrated ;  that  the  calcubttion  of  the 
expense  of  an  army  was  something  like  that  of 
building  a  house;  when  you  have  made  your  es- 
timate, you  ought  to  double  the  estimate,  which 
will  then  fall  short  of  the  actual  expense.  By 
all  the  direct  and  internal  taxes,  he  said,  the 
Government  had  not  yet  collected  from  the  people 
five  millions  of  dollars.  The  army  proposed  to 
be  retained  would  cost  more  per  year  than  had 
been  actually  collected  from  the  people  during 
the  late  war.  We  ought,  he  said,  now  to  look 
forward,  and  not  to  look  back ;  there  had  been 
more  irritation  and  talking  about  ''the  enemy'' 
to-day  than  there  had  been  for  almost  a  year  dur- 
ing the  war.  Mr.  P.  made  a  few  other  remarks, 
going  to  show  that  the  burdens  on  the  people 
ought  to  be  reduced  as  soon  as  possible,  which 
would  only  be  accomplished  by  an  adequate  re- 
duction of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  more  and  more  convinced 
of  the  inexpediency  of  breaking  up  at  once  our 
whole  Military  Establishment.  Had  they  before 
them,  he  asked,  or  could  they  have  at  this  session, 
the  necessary  estimates  whereon  to  fix  the  Peace 
Establishment?  If  they  had,  there  would  prob- 
ably be  little  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject; 
but  they  had  not.  Gentlemen  had  said,  that  to 
retain  so  great  a  force  would  imply  a  suspicion  of 
the  good  Faith  of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the 
peace.  His  reply  to  that  argument  was,  that,  if 
the  largest  number  now  proposed  beagreed  to,  we 
shall  reduce  our  army  to  one-sixth  ofthe  amount 
of  our  War  Establishment ;  that  is  to  say,  from 
sixty  to  ten  thousand  men,  and  ultimately  perhaps 


from  ten  thousand  to  six.  He  rose  now,  howev- 
er, principally  to  reply  to  the  argument  that  our 
ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  amounted  to 
an  abandonment  to  Great  Britain  of  the  right  of 
impressment,  dbc. ;  to  an  abandonment  of  Tree 
trade  and  sailors'  rights."  In  the  first  place,  he 
denied  the  position  that  this  country  had  ever  set 
up  a  claim  to  the  immunity  of  the  Aag.  We  had 
always  been  ready  to  make  any  arrangement  bv 
which  our  own  seamen  should  be  protected.  Al- 
though the  GFovernment  perhaps  oofbt  lo  hare 
done  so,  it  never  made  it  a  point,  tnat  the  fiaf 
should  protect  everything  under  it.  It  had  saia, 
however,  that  unless  the  flag  did  protect  all  sail- 
ing under  it,  it  would  be  difficult  lo  remedy  the 
abuse  of  the  search  for  persons.  We  offered  the 
rule  that  the  flag  should  protect  the  seamen,  as 
one  subject  to  modification.  This  Grovernmeat 
had  always  been  willing  to  make  such  reciprocal 
regulations  as  should  in  this  respect  secure  to  each 
nation  its  rights.  The  celebrated  seamen's  bill, 
as  it  was  generally  called,  was  the  result  of  a  dis- 
position of  this  sort.  We  have  denied  the  right 
of  Great  Britain  to  take  any  other  than  her  own 
seamen ;  and  have  we  made  any  stipulation,  ex- 
press or  implied,  by  which  we  yielded  the  right 
of  our  citizens  to  exemption  from  impressmenx 
by  her  authority  ?  On  the  contrary,  said  Mr.  C, 
I  maintain  thattjiat  right  issabstaottaliy  and  for- 
ever fixed.  We  have  exhibited,  during  this  war. 
a  power  and  an  energy  of  character  which  will 
prevent  any  Power  from  hereafter  finding  it  ex- 
pedient to  take  our  or  any  other  seamen  from  our 
decks. 

Mr.  C.  added,  he  had  no  doubt  but  Great 
Britain  would  be  willing  to  guard  against  future 
collision  on  that  subject,  to  enter  into  recipronal 
arrangements  which  shall  preclude  hereafter  a^r 
necessity  or  pretence  for  searching  our  merchant 
vessels  tor  her  seamen.  There  is  no  abandon- 
ment on  our  part,  by  the  treaty,  of  any  right.  He 
had  seen  ajssertions  to  the  contrary  in  newspapers; 
but  be  nevier  expected  to  have  heard  it  grave&y 
said  on  this  floor,  that  it  would  be  something 
like  a  violation  of  the  treaty  if  we  shoukd  here- 
after resist  the  practice  of  impressment  of  oar 
seamen.  The  war,  Mr.  C.  said,  had  effected  all 
its  great  objects.  The  British  claim  of  impresa- 
ment,  which  we  resisted,  ended  with  the  Euro- 
pean war.  It  was  a  claim  resulting  from  a  stale 
of  war.  That  state  ceasing,  the  operation  of  the 
claim  ceased,  and  there  was  no  aeoessity  lor  a 
treaty  stipulation  against  a  claim  which  was  ex- 
tinct. If  war  should  again  break  out  in  Europe, 
and  that  claim  be  revived,  (which  he  believed  it 
would  not,)  we  shall  be  in  a  better  condition  than 
ever  to  assert  the  rights  of  our  citizens;  thou^ 
he  believed,  we  have  made  such  an  impressaott  oa 
the  British  nation,  that  it  will  never  feel  the  sane 
disposition  hereafter  that  it  has  formerly  eviacsd 
to  encroach  on  our  rights,  which  are  now  betier 
secured  than  by  paper  or  parchment  siipolatioas. 
They  are  secured  and  settled  by  the  v^gor  and 
energy  of  the  American  people,  who  will  sgain 
be  ready  to  draw  the  sword  if  Britain  again  en- 
croaches on  our  dearest  rights. 
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Mr.  Eanbom,  of  Maryland,  addressed  theChatr 
as  foUaws: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  because  I  am  unwilling  to 
iCODsume  moch  of  the  precious  time  of  the  House, 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  that  I  rise  with 
reluctance  to  replf  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  The  Coa- 
stittttional  day  for  terminating  the  deliberations 
of  this  body  is  at  liand ;  and  a  discussion,  involv- 
ing a  qoeKtion  of  such  magnitude  as  the  Treaty 
of  Peace,  cannot  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner 
which  all  parties  would  desire. 

The  reUcUace  I  bave  expressed,  is  not  meaot 
as  mere  matter  of  form,  by  way  of  exordium.  It 
is  sincerely  felt.  But  in  avowmff  it,  I  must  not 
be  BQspeoted  of  any  disposition,  from  personal  or 
political  motives,  to  avoid  a  discussion,  which  the 
Aonorable  gentleman  appears  to  seek.  I  rejoiced 
with  all  my  heart  at  the  restoration  of  peace,  and 
I  sheald  now  rejoice  at  such  a  discussion  of  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  as  sooner  or  later  must 
lake  |4ace.  Could  I  have  my  choice,  I  would 
choose  this  day  for  the  discussion.  I  feel  every 
disposition  lo  communicate  to  my  constituents 
the  reactions  naturally  arising  out  of  the  new 
state  of  things  which  exists.  When  the  proper 
niooient  does  arrive^  and  the  House  consents  to 
lak^  up  ihis  question  for  full  discussion,  I  shall 
hold  myself  in  readiness  to  engage  in  it  with  the 
solemnity  it  leaaires^  and  to  the  extent  of  which 
I  may  be:capabte.  It  will  still  depend  very  much 
upon  the  prudence  and  discretioa  of  gentlemen 
in  thtt  migocity,  whether  the  few  remaining  days 
of  the  session  will  be  consumed  in  a  debate, 
whieb  by  no  means  inromises  to  be  a  very  profit- 
able one  to  them. 

Already  has  the  gentleman  from  South  CarcH 
lina  said  enough  to  iastify  the  few  remarks  I 
propose  to  offer  in  reply  to  his  extraordinary  as- 
eertions,  and  the  strange  and  unexpected  positions 
he  has  ventured  to  lay  down. 

Before.!  enter  upon  the  execution  of  the  task  I 
have  assigned  myself,  it  will  be  proper  to  notice, 
as  first  in  eidar,  the  partieular  question  of  reducing 
the  Military  QsH^lishNMnt  lo  the  standard  pco- 
yeecdfitix  theosand  oMa.  On  ihis  subject,  I  en- 
tirely ooDcnr  in  the  ixpinkA  axpcessed  hy  my 
friend  neiit  to  me,  <M«.  ^Qaoaviman.)  1  agree 
with  htm,  that  h  would  he  isootnar y  to  the  die- 
mies  of  pTttd0noe,«nd  the  best  maximeof  wisdom, 
fcf atded  by  all  proviieiit  and  well  regulated  Qq^- 
ernments,  to  disarm  the  country  in  the  present 
state  of  its  afbirs.  I  agree  in  the  sutesmanhke 
view  he  has  concisely  and  eloquently  taken  of 
this  subject.  It  would  undoubtedly  be  impolitic 
and  unmfe  to  cut  down  our  Military  Bstablisfa- 
ment  lo  the  peace  standard,  before  Great  Britain 
had  eemplied  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
and  restored  the  important  military  posts  she  now 
occupiea  within  our  territory.  I  am  happy  to 
find  that  opinion  confirmed  and  corroborated  by 
my  experienced  and  worthy  colleague  who  sits 
near  me,  (Mr.  Stuart.)  He  has  given  his  opinion 
ako^  to  the  House,  in  the  language  of  a  soldier 
and  a  statesman,  uninfluenced  by  those  little 
pnrty  feelings  which  sometimes  sway  the  most 


independent  minds,  and  warp  the  strongest  judg- 
ments. 

In  the  vote  I  am  prepared  to  give  upon  the  pro- 
posed reduction  of  the  Army,  I  am  governed  not 
at  all  by  an  apprehension  that  Gkeat  Britain  is 
disposed  to  violate  the  treaty,  or  in  bad  faith  to 
create  any  difficulties  or  delay  in  withdrawing 
her  troops  from  our  territory.  But  is  it  the  part 
of  a  prudent  and  wise  Government  to  repose  en- 
tirely for  its  safety  upon  the  honor  and  good  faith 
of  nations?  While  an  inch  of  our  territory  is 
occupied  by  foreign  troops,  I  can  never  consent 
to  lay  down  our  arms.  It  would  be  taking  upon 
myself  a  responsibility  which  I  could  neither  jus- 
tify to  my  own  conscience,  my  constituents,  or 
my  country.  Certainlv,  I  do  not  contem{>late 
imposing  upon  the  people  the  burden  of  a  Military 
War  Establishment  in  a  time  of  peaee.  I  know 
my  dutv,  and  understand  the  feeliiigs  of  the  people 
too  well  to  contract  the  danger  of  a  political  error 
so  unpardonable.  I  entertain  no  sucn  design*  AH 
I  ask  IS,  that  Fort  Niagara  be  restored,  that  Caa- 
tine  be  evacuated,  before  I  will  give  my  vole  lo 
reduce  the  Army  below  ten  thousand  men.  The 
present  War  Establishment,  authorized  by  law, 
exceeds  sixty  thousand  men.  I  am  ready  at  onoe 
to  lop  off  five-sixths  of  the  Army.  I  join  gentle- 
men in  voting  to*day  to  dismiss  fifty  thousand ; 
but  further  I  cannot  go  consistently  with  wtf 
ideas  of  prudence,  and  a  just  sense  of  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  upon  me  by  my  situation.  On  our 
Northern  border,  the  late  enemy  presents  a  formi- 
dable force.  From  the  be&t  intormation,  he  is 
twenty  thousand  etrong,  with  at  least  five  thon- 
sand  well  disciplined  militia  co-operating  with 
this  powerful  veteran  army.  Will  the  people 
a^ree,  would  it  comport  with  the  dignity  and 
character  of  a  Government  deserving  the  reafMOC 
of  foreign  nations,  and  the  confidence  of  its  own 
people,  entirely  to  disarm  itself  immediately  upon 
the  ratification  of  a  ueaty,  and  under  circum- 
stances known  to  exist  in  this  country  ?  We  firat 
catch  at  the  treaty  with  the  ravenous  avidity  of  a 
condemned  maletactor  accepting  a  reprieve  with 
a  halter  around  his  neck.  It  is  ratified  almoet 
without  deliberation,  as  though  it  were  predeter- 
mined to  take  it,  *^  sight  unseen,''  be  its  provisions 
ever  so  humiliating  and  dero^tory  to  an  inde- 
pendent nation.  Then  we  disband  our  Army, 
strip  ourselves  of  all  defence,  while  foreign  troopa 
are  still  in  the  occupation  of  important  military 
posts.  Is  this  the  conduct  to  be  looked  for  from 
an  exalted  Government,  intrusted  with  the  con- 
servatory power  of  a  free  and  high  minded-peoplel 
What  can  be  more  unwise,  more  undignified  1 
What  better  calculated  to  draw  down  on  both  the 
contempt  and  derision  of  foreign  nations  ?  Onr 
national  character  may  already  be  sunk  extremely 
low,  but  the  popular  course,  as  it  is  deemed,  pro- 
posed now  to  be  pursued,  will  sink  it  still  lower- 
lower  than  the  bitterest  enemy  of  the  Adminia- 
tration  can  desire  to  see  it  sunk. 

I  stand  not  here^  sir,  the  supporter  of  large 
standing  armies'  in  time  of  peace.  But  unpopular 
as  the  vote  may  be  considered,  I  am  ready  to  en- 
counter the  odium  of  preserving  a  commanding 
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attitude,  uotil  the  relations  of  peace  are  perfectly 
restored,  and  each  party  reassames  its  posture  be- 
fore the  war.  I  wilt  not  allow  myself  to  doubt, 
for  a  moment,  what  would  be  the  determination 
of  the  minority  if  the  reins  of  Gbvernment  were 
in  their  bands,  and  they  were  responsible  for  the 
character  and  safety  of  the  country.  I  ha^e  only 
to  refer  to  their  known  principles,  and  the  politi- 
cal maxims  by  which  they  have  always  been 
governed,  to  pronounce  the  policy  which  would 
prevail  at  such  a  moment  and  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mv  honorable  friend  before  me,  (Mr.  Stock- 
ton.) upon  whose  opinion  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
relying  almost  implicitly,  from  his  known  strength 
of  jodgmeot,  purity,  and  disinterestedness,  ac- 
knowledges himself  to  be  influenced  by  the  threat- 
ening declarations  of  some  eentlemen  over  the 
way.  who  look  to  a  renewal  of  hostilities  with 
England.  He  says,  he  is  alarmed  by  declarations 
of  the  kind,  proceeding  from  such  high  authority. 
For  my  part,  sir^  I  am  influenced  by  no  such 
feelings.  There  is  nothing  in  these  warlike  men- 
aces which  at  all  disturbs  my  mind.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  attaches  too  much  importance 
to  the  airy,  inconsiderate,  idle  declarations  that 
proceed  from  some  gentlemen,  who  fancy  them- 
selves as  filling,  on  this  floor,  the  sUtions  of  Lords 
Castlereaffh  and  Liverpool,  or  the  Chancellor  in 
the  British  Parliament.  So  far  from  seeing  in 
this  vaporing  declamation  real  cause  of  alarm,  to 
use  a  vulgar  figure,  I  should  just  as  soon  expect  a 
•calded  cat  to  jump  into  a  cauldron  of  boiling 
water  as  to  suspect  this  Administration  of  a  de- 
sign to  plunge  the  country  into  another  war  with 
England.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  may 
rest  assured  the  intentions  of  the  majority  are 
quite  as  innocent  as  their  declarations.  An  indi- 
vidual who  has  got  disgracefully  out  of  a  quarrel, 
may,  in  charity,  be  allowed  the  consolation  and 
relief  to  be  derived  from  a  courageous  threat  to 
renew  the  conflict.  In  private  life,  these  instances 
are  quite  common,  and  they  generally  end  with 
the  threat.  I  will  abstain  from  the  remarks  which 
belong  to  this  subject,  and  proceed  to  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
^  I  begin,  sir,  by  acknowledging  myself  to  be  en- 
tirely at  a  loss  for  the  proper  language  in  which 
to  express  my  amazement  at  the  principles  he  has 
laid  down,  and  the  positions  he  has  taken.  In 
these,  not  all  the  gentleman's  ingenuity,  great  as 
it  is  known  and  admitted  to  be,  can  sustain  him. 

He  says,  we  have  neither  abandoned  nor  im- 

Kired  any  claim  for  which  the  war  was  declared, 
accepting  a  treaty  which  is  silent  as  to  those 
claims.  He  contends  that  the  question  of  im- 
pressment, as  a  claim,  remains  where  it  was  before 
the  war.  With  his  accustomed  confidence  aud 
boldness,  he  asserts  that  the  claim  of  this  Govern- 
ment was  the  protection  of  its  own  seamen ;  and 
he  denies^  unequivocally,  that  we  ever  contended 
for  "  the  immunity  of  our  flag,"  while  the  British 
aet  up  the  right  to  impress  our  seamen. 

The  gentleman's  first  position  involves  an  im- 
portant principle  of  public  law.  If  there  were 
any  variance  among  the  most  approved  writers  | 


on  the  law  of  nations  on  this  pointy  still  it  is 
in  my  power  to  refer  to  the  high  antboricy  of 
the  gentleman  himself  to  settle  the  question  be- 
tween us. 

The  position  I  contend  for  is  this :  Impress- 
ment being  assigned  as  a  principal  cause  oi  war, 
both  in  the  Message  of  the  President  recommend- 
ing war,  and  the  celebrated  manifesto  promul- 
gated by  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relationsi 
and  a  Treaty  of  Peace  having  been  ratified,  in 
which  no  provision  whatever  \z  made  for  th'u 
claim,  it  is  ioaofacio  abandoned,  and  war  cannot 
be  renewed  lor  the  same  cause.   The  broad  prin- 


'  of  the  war,  and  prohibits  the  taking  up  arms 
'  again  for  the  same  cause."  As  far,  then,  as  im- 
pressment was  a  cause  of  war,  it  is  abolished  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  we  are  precluded  by  our 
own  act  from  taking  up  arms  again  for  the  same 
cause.  But  the  gentleman  repels  this  prineiple 
of  public  law  with  disdain.  lie  is  still  resolved 
never  to  relinquish  the  claim  of  im pressmen L  He 
will  clin^  to  it  because  of  iu  justice,  and  because 
the  law  is  on  his  side. 

Upon  the  question  of  law,  the  geotieman's 
opinion  has  undergone  a  material  change  since 
the  year  1813.  I  have  fortunately  foundj  on  the 
records  of  the  House,  the  gentleman^  opiniou  in 
writing,  drawn  up  after  mature  deliberation,  and 
gravely  pronounced  by  him  in  a  report,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relaliooa. 
The  position  assumed  in  this  report  was  recog- 
nised and  adopted  by  the  House,  beins  laid  oa 
the  uUe  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  is  now 
matter  of  record ;  and,  from  that  record,  the  pas- 
sage I  propose  to  read  is  in  the  following  words: 

*<The  impressment  of  our  seamen  being  deservedly 
considered  a  principal  cause  of  the  war,  the  war  ought 
to  be  prosecuted  until  that  cause  is  removed.  To  ap- 
peal to  arms  in  defence  of  a  right,  and  to  lay  them 
down  without  securing  it,  or  a  satisiactoiy  eridsnoe  of 
a  good  disposition  in  the  opoosite  party  to  seeuie  it, 
would  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than  a  nUnquish- 
ment  of  it  To  attempt  to  negotiate  afterwards  for  the 
security  of  such  right,  in  the  expeetetion  thai  any  of 
the  arguments  that  had  been  uiged  before  the  dedaca* 
tion  of  war,  and  been  rejected,  would  have  more  weight 
after  that  experiment  had  been  mads  in  vain,  would  bs 
an  act  of  folly,  which  would  expose  us  to  the  acorn  aad 
derision  of  the  British  nation  and  the  whole  worid." 

In  defence  of  their  pretension  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  impressment,  the  party  in  power  applied 
to  arms ;  and  I  call  on  them  to  deny,  if  they  can, 
that  they  have  laid  down  their  arms  without  se- 
curing the  right  contended  for.  According  to 
their  own  view  of  the  subject,  as  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  their  committee,  have  they  not  relin- 
quished the  claim  ?  It  is  not  a  circumstance  too 
trivial  to  repeat,  that  the  gentleman  who  now 
finds  it  convenient  to  deny  and  combat  the  doe- 
trines  and  principles  conuined  in  the  report  of 
the  committee,  was  himself  chairman  of  that 
committee.  Unless,  as  is  frequentljr  the  case  wiik 
these  chairman  of  standing  committees,  he  acted 
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as  the  mere  amaaaensis  or  scribe  of  the  Execa- 
tive,  the  report  proceeded  from  his  own  pen.  It 
is  at  least  ezcosable,  therefore,  thus  to  brosh  up 
the  geatleman's  recoHeetion,  by  referring  to  his 
former  opinions.  His  memory  must  be  exceed- 
ingly treacherous,  to  require  any  correction  upon 
a  point  so  material,  and  on  which  he  had  so  lately 
given  a  grare  opinion. 

Does  the  gentleman  deny  that  he  was  the  chair* 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  when 
this  report  was  made  to  the  House  ?  From  his 
silence,  we  must  infer  this  point  at  least  is  con- 
ceded. If  it  were  not,  the  Journal  of  the  House 
is  at  hand,  and  would  as  readily  settle  this  differ- 
enee  as  the  report  iuelf  settled  the  other  point  in 
dispute.  Nor  does  the  gentleman  deny  that  the 
extract  read  contains  the  opinion. entertained  by 
him,  at  the  time  the  report  was  made.  The  diffi- 
culty and  embarrassment  of  the  gentleman's  situ- 
ation must  occur  to  him,  as  it  is  certainly  obvious 
to  the  House.  Is  it  not  manifest  that  be  was 
guilty,  at  the  time  of  making  the  famous  war  re- 
port, of  imposing  false  principles  of  public  law 
upon  the  credulit^r  of  his  supporters ;  or  he  now 
renounces  and  abjures  his  own  sound  doctrines 
because  it  is  eonvenient,  party  purposes  requiring 
it  ?  The  gentleman's  situation  is  oy  no  means 
enviable.  Take  which  alternatire  he  may,  there 
stands  the  difficulty  starinf^  him  in  the  face.  Turn 
which  way  he  willj  his  difficulty  fronts  him.  It 
is  his  own  fault,  not  mine,  that  his  embarrass- 
ment is  such  as  I  have  described. 

I  contend,  sir,  that  the  gentleman's  opinion,  as 
deliberately  formed,  and  gravely  expressed,  in 
1813j  is  more  to  be  respectM  than  a  contradictory 
opinion  now  hastily  pronounced  in  debate,  when 
be  finds  himself  rather  closely  pressed  in  argu- 
ment, and  is  disposed  to  extricate  himself  in  the 
readiest  way  he  can.  A  denial  or  a  round  asser- 
tion is  the  usual  recourse  of  some  gentlemen,  when 
reduced  to  such  straights.  Custom  mav  famil- 
iarize the  practice,  and  make  it  renial  in  the 
vulgar  estimate,  but  I  neither  choose  to  be  guilty 
of  it  myself,  nor  overlook  it  when  resorted  to  by 
others. 

I  trust,  sir,  the  gentleman's  first  position  is  dis- 
posed of  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House.  I  pro- 
ceed to  notice  his  second,  to  wit,  ^'  that  we  did  not 
take  up  arms  to  secure  the  immunity  of  our  flag, 
but  to  defend  our  own  seamen."  Here  again  I 
have  occasion  to  correct  the  gentleman's  memory. 
I  must  refer  him  to  an  extract  or  two,  from  the 
public  documents,  which  I  have  fortunately  laid 
my  hands  on  since  the  gentleman  took  the  floor. 
In  the  letter  of  instructions  sent  to  our  Ministers, 
appointed  to  negotiate  under  the  mediation  of 
Russia,  dated  April  15ih,  1813,  he  may  find  this 
passage:  *^  I  have  to  repeat,  that  the  great  object 
you  have  to  secure,  in  regard  to  impressment,  is 
that  the  flag  shall  protect  the  crew." 

What  other  meaning  can  the  ingenious  gentle- 
man attach  to  this  instruction,  than  the  securing 
the  immunity  of  our  flig,  as  relates  to  the  crew  ? 
Th<>  flag  was  to  protect  all  the  crew,  consist  it  of 
British  subjects,  deserters,  or  who  not.  Our  claim 
then  went  beyond  the  protection  of  our  own  sea- 


men. It  extended  to  the  whole  crew,  whether 
enemies  or  British  deserters.  The  gentleman  will 
concede  this  point,  unless  his  own  authority  is 
considered  hij;her  then  the  Secretary  of  State's. 

The  same  instruction  referred  to  is  still  more 
explicit,  in  another  part  of  it,  upon  the  same 
point.  Mr.  Monroe  continues,  ^  your  first  duty  is 
^  to  conclude  a  peace  with  Great  Britain ;  and 
'  you  are  authorized  to  do  it,  in  case  you  obtain  a 

*  satisfactory  stipulation  against  im pressmen t-*-< 
'  one  which  will  secure,  under  our  flag,  protection 
'  to  the  crew." 

Language  cannot  be  plainer.  Provided  a  stip- 
ulation can  be  obtained  by  which  the  crew  of  our 
merchant  vessels,  of  whatever  description,  shall 
be  protected  from  impressment,  you  may  conclude 
a  peace,  but  not  otherwjse.  To  say  nothing  of 
making  our  claim  upon  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment a  fine  qua  non^  and  then  abandoning  it,  (for 
it  is  not  my  present  purpose  to  take  that  view  of 
the  ^^uestion.)  what  other  meaning  can  be  given 
to  this  instruction,  but  that  our  flag  should  be  free 
and  inviolate  as  re^rded  the  crew. 

In  a  subsequent  instruction  to  our  Ministers  at 
Gbttenburg,  of  28th  January,  1814,  Mr.  Monroe 
says:  "On  impressment,  as  to  the  right  of  the 

<  tJnited  Sutes  to  be  exempted  from  it,  I  have 
'  nothing  new  to  add.  The  sentiments  of  the 
'  President  have  undergone  no  change  on  that 
'  important  subject.  This  degrading  practice  must 

<  cease.    Our  flag  must  protect  the  crew,  or  the 

<  United  States  cannot  consider  themselves  an 

*  independent  nation." 

Yet  the  gentleman  says,  we  went  not  to  war 
for  the  immunity  of  our  flag;  all  we  contended 
for,  was  the  protection  under  our  flag  of  Ameri- 
can seamen.  It  would  really  appear  as  if  the 
fentleman  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  correspon- 
ence  with  our  Ministers  abroad,  and  with  foreign 
Governments,  or  if  he  ever  read  the  public  docu- 
ments, that  he  has  entirely  forgotten  them.  It  ia 
impossible,  otherwise  he  would  have  ventured  on 
such  an  assertion,  being  aware  of  the  facility  with 
which  he  could  be  answered. 

To  place  in  a  still  clearer  light,  if  possible,  the 
claim  of  our  Government,  I  must  reter  again  to 
documentary  evidence.  In  a  letter  to  Lord  Ca»< 
tlereagh,  dated  24th  August,  1812,  Mr.  Russell 
states  his  authority  to  stipulate  an  armistice  with 
Great  Britain,  ^  on  condition  that  the  Orders  in 

<  Council  be  repealed,  and  no  illegal  blockades  be 
'  substituted  to  them,  and  that  orders  be  imme- 
^  diately  given  to  discontinue  the  impressment  of 

*  persons  from  American  vessels,  and  to  restore 
'  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  already  im- 

*  pressed," 

In  other  words,  the  United  States  is-  to  be  ex- 
empted from  impressment.  All  *!^ persons,"  ene- 
mies of  the  belligerent,  British  deserters,  fugitives 
from  justice,  traitors,  or  no  matter  who,  all  per- 
sons were  to  be  protected  by  our  flag.  The  ^g 
was  to  cover  the  crew. 

The  same  ground  is  taken,  in  rejecting  the  ar- 
mistice made  by  Governor  Pre  vest  and  General 
Dearborn.  The  same  ground  is  taken  in  refusing 
to  make  an  armistice  with  Admiral  Warren ;  and| 
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UBtil  to-day,  I  nerer  heard  it  denied  that  the  pre- 
tansioD  set  up  by  this  Administration  and  its  sap- 
porters  was  what  I  have  proved  it  to  be.  To  do 
full  justice  to  the  subject,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  consult  the  documents  as  far  back  as  the  nego- 
tiation between  Mr.  Monroe  and  Lords  Auckland 
and  Holland. 

The  gentleman  has  also  contended,  that  the 
British  claim  of  impressment  was  to  take  Amer- 
ican seamen,  and  that  the  resistance  of  this  usur- 
pation and  outrage  constituted  the  strength  and 
justice  of  our  cause.  I  deny,  sir,  that  any  such 
claim  was  ever  set  up  by  Great  Britain ;  and  I  do 
not  propose  to  meet  the  assertion  by  a  bare  denial 
on  my  own  part,  or  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
who  has  repeatedly  disclaimed  any  such  preten- 
sion. I  propose  to  meet  it  with  an  authority 
which  this  House  will  consider  much  higher  than 
either.  In  a  letter  from  Colonel  Monroe  to  Ad- 
miral Warren,  October  27th,  1812,  I  have  found 
this  passage,  *^The  claim  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment is  to  take  from  the  merchant  vessels  of  other 
countries  British  subjects." 

Without  disgracing  his  office,  and  implieatiag 
the  ebaneter  of  his  Government  for  veracity,  the 
Secretary  of  State  could  not  allege  that  any  other 
claim  had  ever  been  set  up  by  Great  Britain,  but 
to  aeixe  her  own  subjects  when  found  on  board 
neotrai  vessels.  That,  in  the  exercise  of  this  right 
of  impressing  her  own  subjects,  great,  shameful, 
and  unsufferable  abuses  were  frequently  commit- 
ted, is  not  disputed  and  was  never  denied.'  But 
what  I  aim  to  establish  is,  that  the  British  claim 
never  went  beyond  the  impressment  of  the  sab- 
jecto  of  Gkeat  Britain.  Our  claim  was  to  protect 
jSritish  subjects  sailing  under  our  flag.  We  iden- 
tiied  the  dearest  rights  of  the  people  and  the  na- 
tional independence  with  this  claim.  "The  flag 
must  protect  the  crew,  or  the  United  States  can- 
not consider  themselves  an  independent  nation." 
Our  very  independence  is  suked  for  the  protection 
of  foreign  fugitives.  The  issue  was  predicted. 
It  is  now  matter  of  history. 

I  flatter  myself  it  has  been  shown,  from  au- 
thority to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
bow.  that  his  notions  about  the  opposite  claims 
of  tne  two  countries  are  altogether  fanciful  and 
erroneous.  I  have  before  established,  upon  his 
own  authority,  that  a  Treat  jr  of  Peace  which  does 
not  secure  the  n^ht  for  which  the  war  was  de- 
clared, operates  its  abandonment,  or  to  use  bis 
own  words,  its  *^  relinquishment." 

Knowing  the  general  desire  of  the  House  to 
postpone  to  the  next  session  an  inquiry  into  the 
loss  and  gain  by  the  war,  and  the  provisions  of 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  I  shall  not  cross  its  wishes 
by  commencing  the  discussion.  The  extraordi- 
nary course  taken  in  debate  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  required  at  least 
as  much  as  I  have  said.  I  would  have  him  know, 
that  I  am  not  desirous  of  avoiding  a  full  discus- 
sion of  the  treaty  and  all  the  topics  connected 
with  it.  If  there  are  but  few  on  either  side  of 
the  House  who  think  the  discussion  should  be 
brought  on  this  session,  and  gone  through  thor- 
on^ly,  I  am  one  of  the  few  who  thought  from 


the  first,  and  still  think,  it  shoold  lake  place  if 
possible.  The  people  look  for  it;  thejr  have  a 
right  to  expect  it.  I  am  anxious  to  gratify  them. 
For  allow  me  to  say  on  this  question,  the  Execu- 
tive is  vulnerable  at  every  point.  An  invetefate 
opponent  of  the  Administration  would  se\eetthi8 
as  the  choicest  opportunity  to  gratify  the  most 
splenetic  resentment  against  them.  Therefore, 
on  this  side  of  the  House  no  suspicion  will  be 
cast,  certainly,  by  the  gentleman,  of  an  unwil- 
lingness to  meet  the  question  in  any  shape  and  stt 
any  time. 

Before  I  sit  down,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  express  the 
deep  concern  I  feel  at  differing  with  so  large  a 
majority  of  my  political  friends.  Conscions  rec- 
titude, and  a  pierfect  conviction  of  the  correctness 
of  the  view  which  mature  reaction  has  given 
the  subject  to  my  mind,  has  left  me  no  choice  but 
to  separate  in  the  present  vote.  The  more  I  ex- 
amine the  question,  the  more  confirmed  aoa  I  ia 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  undisnified,  unwise, 
and  unsafe  to  disarm  the  country  before  the  for- 
eign troops  are  withdrawn  from  onr  territory. 
Instead  or  presumine  entirely  upon  the  good  faith 
of  any  nation,  it  is  the  part  of  a  provident^  wise, 
and  well  regt|lated  Government  to  ace  upon  the 
contrary  presumption.  I  agree  with  gentiemeo, 
the  couiHry  is  much  exhausted,  and  a  system  of 
rigid  economy  and  frugality  will  bo  necessary  to 
recover  and  invigorate  its  resources.  Oar  means 
have  been  squandered,  shtmefully  wasted,  to  a 
degree  exciting  very  just  anxiety  and  alarm,  but 
I  still  hope  we  are  nor  reduced  so  low  that  a  re- 
spectable force  cannot  be  maintained  for  a  few 
months  more,  until  our  territory  shall  have  been 
cleared  of  foreign  troops,  and  the  military  posts 
in  his  possession  restored.  Not,  sir,  that  I  seri- 
ously apprehend  aav  difficulty  in  the  fulfilment 
in  good  raith,  by  both  parlies,  of  all  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty ;  but  I  am  compelled  to  vote  ia  the 
present  case  as  I  would  were  my  friends  in  power, 
and  responsible  for  the  doe  administration  of  the 
Government,  and  the  safety  of  the  country.  I 
consider  the  majority,  ia  this  instance,  as  acting 
according  to  the  wisest  political  maxims,  and 
upon  Federal  principles.  I  will  not,  therefore, 
vote  against  the  measure  because  it  is  their  mear 
sure.  I  will  not  enter  the  lists  in  a  Tace  for  pop- 
ularity, in  opposition  to  what  mav  be  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.  My  friends  will  engage 
in  no  such  contest.  It  is  to  be  feared,  however, 
that  the  votes  of  many  of  the  majority,  who  have 
declared  in  favor  of  disarming  the  conafry  at 
once,  are  influenced  by  a  desire  to  propitiate  po^ 
ular  favor.  But  it  must  be  the  better  opinion, 
that  the  wise  and  reflecting  portion  of  the  people 
will  prefer  our  preserving  a  respectable  state  of 
defence  until  all  danger  has  disappeared.  They 
will  consider  the  slight  additional  expense  u 
maintaining  a  few  thousand  troops,  more  than 
necessary  in  a  time  of  peace,  as  nothing  compared 
with  the  enormous  burdens  which  a  contiaaaoce 
or  a  renewal  of  the  war  would  render  necessary. 
In  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  I  lean  witb 
pleasure  there  prevails  an  unusual  onaaimity  in 
ravor  of  the  course  I  have  presumed  to  defend.    I 
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entertaiD  a  bope  it  wtll  be  the  course  adopted* 
tt  has  prudence  and  dignity  on  its  side ;  it  has 
the  example  of  all  nations  on  its  side.  For  there 
never  was  an  instance  of  a  wise  and  well  regu- 
lated GK)vernnient  laying  down  its  arms  imme- 
diately on  the  ratification  of  a  Treaty  of  PeacC) 
under  the  circumstances  descrihed  and  known  to 
exist  in  the  present  case.  I  hope  the  blank  will 
be  filled  with  at  least  ten  thousand  men. 

Mr.  Calhoun  again  rose.  Nothing,  he  said, 
was  more  easy,  than  by  taking  detached  parts  of 
paper?,  and  omitting  to  take  circumstances  into 
view,  entirely  to  misrepresent  any  question.  If 
the  {gentleman  last  up,  who  had  quoted  a  part  of 
the  mstructions  to  our  Ministers,  had  read  a  little 
more  of  that  report,  he  would  have  perceived  the 
l^ross  error  of  the  construction  he  had  put  upon 
It;  for  he  would  hav«  found  that  our  Ministers 
were  authorized  to  have  made  a  treaty,  contain- 
ing^ a  stipulation  respecting  impressment,  to  ter- 
minate at  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  in  Burope; 
the  object  being  to  guard  against  the  possible 
continuance  of  the  practice  of  impressment  dur* 
ittg  the  war  in  Europe.  He  would  h«Te  far- 
ther seen,  that  the  necessity  for  sneh  a  ttipiria- 
tion  ceased.  What,  said  Mr«  C,  was  the  injury 
which  we  complained  of,  and  what  wm  the  claim 
of  the  enemv  7  The  claim  of  the  enemy  was,  that 
he  had  a  rignt,  in  time  of  war,  to  enter  on  board 
American  (neutral)  vessels,  and  to  judge  who 
were  American  and  who  British  seamen,-  and  to 
take  therefrom  whomsoever  he  thought  proper. 
What  was  the  ground  of  complaint  on  our  side? 
That  the  enemy,  in  the  exercise  of  this  pretended 
right,  frequently  took  American  seamen,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  commerce,  and  deprivation  of 
the  personal  liberty  of  American  citizens.  At 
the  time  those  instructions  were  expedited  to  our 
Ministers  there  was  a  war  raging  in  Europe,  which 
no  gentleman  then  pretended  to  thinlc  would 
come  to  a  termination  in  many  years.  It  appear- 
ed to  be  a  contest  which  woula  endure  for  a  series 
of  years,  having  already,  with  little  intermission, 
lasted  twenty  years.  Those  statements,  and  those 
instructions,  a  part  of  which  had  been  quoted, 
were  then  given,  respecting  the  question  of  im- 
pressment, as  springing^out  of  a  state  of  war ;  and 
h  was  at  that  time  the  report  was  made  to  this 
House,  proclaiming  the  necessity  of  unceasing 
resistance  of  so  grievous  an  injury.  That  state 
of  war,  Mr.  C.  continued,  having  ceased,  and  with 
it  the  evil  of  impressment,  there  was  no  necessity 
to  continue  the  war  on  that  account ;  and,  had  we 
continued  the  war  on  that  account,  what  then 
would  have  been  the  language  of  the  genilemao 
and  his  friends ?  That  statesmen  go  to  war  for 
practical  injuries;  that,  as  Qreat  Britain  never 
impresses  in  time  of  peace  in  Europe,  in  the  pres* 
ent  state  of  things  to  have  continued  the  war  on 
that  ground,  would  have  been  fiffbting  to  resist  a 
speculative  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, which  in  practice  had  ceased.  To  hare 
done  so  would  have  been  unwise,  and  would  have 
met  the  severest  reprobation  of  the  gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  House.  Everybody  who  heard 
him  knew,^Mr.C.  said,  that  such  would  have  been 


the  clamor  rung  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other.  Any  one  who  adverted  to  the  very 
document,  of  which  the  gentleman  bad  read  a* 
part,  would  fiad  his  whole  argument  answered 
by  it,  (taking  in  connexion  with  it  the  circum*' 
stances  of  the  world,)  as  completely  and  demon* 
strably  as  any  proposition  in  Euclid.  The  idea 
that  we  had  relinquished  our  right  in  this  respect, 
because  it  was  not  recited  in  the  Treaty,  was,  in 
his  opinion,  preposterous.  It  could  not  be  main- 
tained by  the  semblance  of  an  argument.  It  is 
not  at  all  affected  by  it,  unless  that  it  is  fortified 
by  the  events  of  the  present  war,  a|)d  the  spirit 
with  which  it  has  been  waged,  which  will  prob- 
ably make  foreign  Powers  more  careful  of  invad- 
ing our  rights.  The  benefit  of  the  claim  to  Brit* 
ato  can  never  compensate  for  the  injury  she  migkl 
sustain  by  provoking  us  to  war  in  resistance  of  it, 
and  in  defence  of  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citi- 
zens. In  the  late  war  this  nation  has  acquired  a 
charaoter  which  will  secure  respect  to  its  rights. 
If  ever  an  American  citioen  should  be  forcibly 
impresoed,  Mr;  C.  said,  he  should  be  ready  ajrain 
to  diaw  the  sword  in  his  defence;  and  ik>  Qov* 
ernment  could  prospor  that  wooid^  with  imponi- 
ty,  permit  aooh  a  damnable  vtolation  of  the  per* 
sonal  rights  oi  its  citizens*  Qovernment  itself  ia 
only  protection  -,  and  they  ca&flot  be  separated. 
I  feel  pleasure  and  pride,  said  Mr.  C,  In  being 
able  to  say,  that  I  am  of  a  party  which  drew  tba 
sword  on  this  qoescion,  and  auoceeded  in  the  con- 
test; for,  to  ail  ptactical  purposes^  we  have 
achieved  oomplete  success* 
Mr.  KiNfl.  or  Massaebuaetts,  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  to  consume,  on  this  sub* 
jeetf  even  a  few  moments  of  the  remainder  of  the 
session;  so  pressing  and  important  Is  the  husinesa 
which  ought  to  encage  our  attention.  But  it 
does  appear  to  me,  that  in  the  wide  range  which 
gentlemen  have  taken,  they  have  lost  sight  of  the 
object  and  provisions  of  the  bill.  It  is  to  fix  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  and  has  no  relation  to  our  connexion  with 
foreign  nations,  or  even  to  the  position  and  in- 
tentions of  00  r  late  enemy.  All  arguments,  there- 
fore,  drawn  from  these  considerations,  or  sources, 
are  entirely  out  of  place.  But  suppose  further 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  your  late 
enemy,  or  from  Spain,  or  any  other  Power,  doea 
not  the>  fifth  section  of  the  bill  leave  it  discre- 
tionary with  the  President,  whether  to  disband 
your  regular  army,  on  the  first  day  of  April  next, 
or  not?  Should  circttmstancea  render  it  nece»* 
sary,  in  hib  opinion,  yoa  give  him  the  power^ 
however  improperly,  to  retain  the  whole  of  your 
present  army.  And  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his 
disposition  to  do  it,  whether  warranted  bycir- 
cumstances  or  not.  The  power  of  wielding  sixty 
thousand  swordsi  or  of  turning  sixty  thousand 
bayonets  against  his  foreign  or  domestic  foes, 
possesses  infinite  charms  for  him,  and  the  patron- 
age which  thev  confer  is  all-important,  the  vital 
principle,  to  him,  and  most  profitable  to  his 
friends. 

Sir,  when  I  came  to  the  House  this  morning 
and  saw  a  flock  of  Executive  birds,  of  ill  omen, 
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flatteriog  round  the  Hall,  I  exi)ected  a  war  breeze 
— 1  expected  that  Executive  ioflaence  would  be 
'extended  to  the  utmost  to  &%.  your  Peace  Bstab- 
lirhment  as  high  as  possible.  These  ominous, 
ill-fated  birds,  are  never  on  the  wing  but  a  storm, 
destructive  of  some  important  interest  of  the 
people,  immediately  follows.  A  regular  force  of 
six  thousand  men,  nearly  double  the  number  of 
your  former  Peace  Establishment,  are  as  many 
as  ought  to  be  retained,  for  any  and  every  bene- 
ficial purpose;  indeed  are  more  than  can  be  in- 
trusted with  the  present  abusers  of  power,  with 
safety  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  aubject  of  the  peace,  and 
the  events  and  progress  of  the  late  war,  relative 
to  which  so  much  has  here  been  said,  I  would 
observe,  that  neither  foreign  nations,  nor  our  own, 
will  fudee  thereof  by  your  harangues  here,  or 
ieven  by  ine  deceptive  Message  of  your  President. 
No,  sir,  they  have  read  in  vour  declaration  of  war 
the  alleged  causes  thereof,  and  will  look  into  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  to  see  what  you  have  gained — 
they  will  there  see  that  not  one  of  the  objects  for 
which  you  went  to  war,  has  been  secured  or  ob- 
tained. That  even  the  point  of  honor  rests  with 
your  late  enemy,  with  the  possession  of  Moose 
Island.  Your  own  Envoys  having  very  wisely 
submitted  to  commissioners,  whether  a  part  of 
your  own  territory  and  inhabitants  belong  to  you 
or  not. 

Administration  should  not  deceive  themselves 
by  the  enthusiastic  expression  of  unbounded  joy, 
on  the  return  of  the  blessing  of  peace — a  joy  which 
has  spread  like  lightning  through  our  country, 
electrifyinff  our  citizens,  and  is  echoed,  and  re- 
echoed, and  echoed  afl;ain,  from  Maine  to  Louisi> 
ana.  Its  peals  are  still  heard,  like  remote  thunder, 
in  the  extremes  of  our  nation.  It  implies  the  se- 
verest censures  on,  and  I  devoutly  hope  and  believe, 
will  seal  the  doom  of  this  worthless  Administra- 
tion. Ii  is  not  in  commendation  of  the  terms  of 
peace ;  because  it  burst  forth  spontaneously,  be- 
fore those  terms  were  known.  Yes,  sir,  it  implies 
an  utter  detestation  and  abhorrence  of  your  war ; 
and  of  war  men  and  war  measures,  x  es,  sir,  an 
abhorrence  of  a  war,  from  which  the  survivors 
rejoice  to  have  escaped  with  their  lives,  and  with 
the  miserable  remnants  of  their  property,  before 
you  had  completed  the  ruin  of  your  country. 

But  mistake  me  not,  sir,  most  cordially  do  I 
aiiitewith  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and 
with  all  my  fellow-citizens,  in  mutual  congratu- 
lations on  the  return  of  peace ;  already  our  be- 
loved country  is  saved  from  further  danger  and 
desolation — most  cordially  do  I  join  with  honora- 
ble gentlemen  here,  in  voting  thanks,  and  monu- 
nents.  and  swords,  and  medals,  to  the  brave 
defenaersof  the  country  by  sea  or  land ;  in  wreath- 
ing for  them  the  laurels  of  immortality ;  and  in 
every  other  testimonial  of  national  gratitude  to 
those  who  have  preserved  America  from  the  power 
and  strength  of  our  late  enemy,  and  from  the 
wickedness  and  fully  of  our  rulers.  But,  sir.  in 
all  this,  there  is  nothing  to  console  the  wicked 
Administration ;  unless,  like  the  foolish  bird,  they 
decorate  their  disgraced  body  with  the  plumage 


of  others.  Notwithstanding  the  trath,  others 
might  presume  from  the  language  of  geotlemea 
this  day,  that  they  had  beaten  their  late  enemy 
at  all  points,  had  indeed  conquered  him  in  che 
cabinet,  and  in  the  field,  and  had  emerged  from 
the  horrors  of  this  war,  covered  with  glory.  Yes. 
sir,  that  glory,  like  the  all-extended  mantle  of 
charity,  had  covered  the  multitudeof  their  political 
sins.  But  where  are  we  to  look  for  this  glory  ? 
Is  it  mounted  on  the  shoulders  of  your  ofiieers 
(who  swarm  our  streets)  in  the  pretty  form  of 
epaulettes,  right  and  left ;  or  in  the  ruias  of  your 
Capitol  ?  In  the  heroic  attacks  of  our  warriors; 
or  in  the  precipitate  and  disgraceful  flight  of  your 
President^  your  Constitutional  Comraandei-in- 
Chief,  from  the  unfought  field  at  Bladenabnrg  1 
In  the  numerous  and  splendid  victories  n^  our 

frallant  "  ocean  warriors ;"  or  in  the  wreck  of  pub- 
ic credit,  and  in  the  loss  of  thirty  ^thousand  brave 
Americans,  and  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  million 
of  treasure,  sacrificed  in  your  late  rniaoas  war. 
In  these  scenes  we  find  no  glory  for  the  Adminis- 
tration. 

Aocompany  me  next,  to  the  cottages  of  the 
poor,  and  to  the  palaces  of  those  who  once  were 
rich,  for  your  war,  like  pale  Death,  as  described 
by  tHe  elegant  Latin  poet,  ^  mqno  pulsat  pedepau- 
perum  tabemas  regumqoe  tnrres."    Yes,  sir,  wac^ 

**  With  impartial  late. 
Knocks  At  the  cottage  and  the  palace  gate.** 

Enter  with  me  these  dwellings  of  wretebedness ; 
inquire  of  the  ten  thousand  widows  made  such 
by  your  war,  there  found,  if  glory  will  compen- 
sate for  the  loss  of  everything  dear  to  their  hearta; 
ask  the  twice  ten  thousand  fatherless  children  or- 
phaned by  your  war,  if  glory  will  give  them  bread, 
when  they  cry  therefor,  or  clothes  when  naked,  or 
instruction  or  restore  to  them  the  endearing  rela- 
tion of  father !  No,  sir,  no ;  they  are  thrown  des- 
titute and  helpless  upon  *"  the  mercy  of  a  rude 
world,  which  must  forever  bide  them,''  and  will 
be  taught  to  lisp  in  curses,  the  name  of  Madison, 
and  Madison's  war.  Follow  me  to  your  various 
encampments,  visit  with  me  your  numerous  fi^ds 
of  battle,  and  of  blood,  and  cry-  glory,  glory. 
over  the  mouldering  remains  of  thirtjr  thousand 
slaughtered,  murdered  American  citizens^  vic- 
tims to  your  ambition  and  folly ;  and  see  if  it  will 
re-animate,  and  restore  them  to  their  country  and 
their  friends.  No,  sir,  no— their  accusing  spirits 
have  ascended  to  their  GU>d,  and  their  blood  wiii 
be  required  at  your  hands.  Cry,  glory,  glory,  to 
your  destroyed  public  creditors,  and  see  3* it  will 
drown  their  clamors,  or  satisfy  their  demattds,  oc 
fill  the  empty  vaults  of  your  Treasury.  If  your 
glory  can  do  none  of  these  things,  it  is  of  no  na- 
tional importance,  *V'tis  air,  a  mere  'scnteheoa  f 
when  weighed  against  our  loss — the  mere  dust  of 
the  balance. 

Sir,  as  to  this  peace — I  fervently  pray  Qod.  if 
may  be  perpetual  1  As  to  the  treaty,  whatever 
may  be  iu  terms,  and  I  grant  they  are  humilia- 
ting—since it  is  ratified— fulfil  it  with  the  most 
scrupulous  good  faith,  extend  to  your  late  enemy 
a  generous  confidence,  in  advance;  yoa  will  lose 
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acthffiff  bjr  fovr  amgDMiiimty,  though  you  maf 
everytbrag  by  your  enmity  and  distratt ;  reduce 
your  army  hn-mediarely  to  the  lowest  Peace  Bs- 
tablbhrnent — the  Ameriean  people  will  not  main- 
tain a  standing  araiy,  to  gratify  the  pride  and 
ambition  of  any  man ;  cortafl  your  enormous  ex- 
penses, by  the  most  rigid  economy^  and  thus  relieve 
the  people  from  some  of  the  grievous  burdens, 
which  your  war,  and  your  madness,  and  ypur 
folly,  have  imposed  upon  them.  As  to  the  fears 
preiemled  to  be  entertained  by  some  of  the  ma- 
jority, of  farther  hostik  desigas,  meditated  by 
yovr  late  enemy,  or  by  any  other  nation ;  they 
are  in  v«in ;  agaiast  them,  I  will  point  to  the 
brave  yeooaanvy  of  oor  eonatry,  and  be  silent. 

Mr.  FoiUBirrH  etfilatBcd  a  remark  which  had 
not  been  eorreelly  understood  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jereey  (Mr.  SrooirroN.)  In  calling 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  he 
had  no  allusion  to  the  disposition  or  wishes  of 
the  American  Government.  This  Government 
desires  nothing  but  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  its 
riffhts,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  a  resort  to  hos- 
tilities on  our  part  if  these  are  not  invaded.  It 
was  in  reference  to  the  probable  policy  and  in- 
tention of  Great  Britain,  as  indicated  by  the  pre- 
tensions with  which  the  negotiations  at  Ghent 
were  commenced — the  ungracious  manner  in 
which  it  wa^  conducted,  and  its  extraordinary 
termination,  connected  with  the  then  recent  ex- 
pedition to  the  Mississippi.  There  was  ooe  cir- 
cumstance, not  yet  brought  into  view,  which  de- 
served notice,  as  another  proof  of  the  spirit  of 
that  Government  to  this  country :  the  choice  of 
the  Secretary  of  Legation  at  Ghent,  and  the  bear- 
ing of  the  olive  branch  to  the  United  States. 
The  man  of  all  others  in  ihe  Empire  of  Britain, 
who  was  ohoaea  to  perform  this  office,  was  one 
who  had  amuggled  himself  out  of  the  United 
States,  in  conse^ence  of  a  criminal  prosecution 
eorameoced,  or  about  to  be  commenced  against 
him  for  vioiattng  the  laws  of  the  country,  by 
whose  hospitality  he  was  protected.  No  man 
can  calmly  examine  all  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  made,  without  feeling  that  the  coals 
of  hostility  are  still  red  beneath  this  treaty.  A 
single  breath  of  pride,  interest,  or  ambition,  will 
rekindle  the  smothered  fire,  and  this  instrument 
will  be  reduced  to  ashes  by  its  ascending  flame. 
It  is  to  guard  against  the  possible,  the  prolmble 
danger,  that  be  was  opposed  to  this  reduction,  at 
least  until  the  season  of  danger  is  past ;  it  was  to 
deprive  pride,  interest,  and  ambition,  of  the  hope 
of  gratincation,  that  be  wished  the  armor  of  de- 
fence and  ofience  to  be  for  a  short  time  retained. 
Is  the  danger  inMginmry?  Have  these  powerful 
inoentives  to  human  aetiou  ceased  to  produce 
their  woaied  effects  ?  Pride  and  interest  are  still 
the  mastar-aprings  of  the  movements  of  Britain. 
Her  ambition  is  an  adder  always  coiled,  whose 
£ery  eye  is  eternally  fixed  upon  its  object ;  who 
watches  with  incessant  anxiety  for  the  moment 
of  fatal  securitv,  when  she  can  strike  her  poisoned 
tooth  into  the  Bosom  of  the  victim.  The  poreu- 
phie  can  live  in  security  in  community  with  the 
serpent ;  the  unarmed  stag  dies  by  its  venomed 
13th  Coir.  3d  Sxaa.— 40 


bite.  To  the  course  he  wished  pursued,  he  had 
heard  but  one  objection—the  expense ;  the  neces* 
sity  of  lessening  the  public  burdens,  of  diminish* 
iog  the  taxes,  by  which  the  people  were  ground 
to  the  earth.  And  this  objection  is  urged  before 
the  taxes  were  felt  or  complained  of.  The  people 
do  not  wish  a  diminution  of  these  burdens,  if  it 
cannot  be  effected  without  eodsngering  their 
country.  They  have  been  at  all  times  more 
willing  to  pay  the  price  of  security  and  honor 
than  we  have  been  to  ask  it  at  their  hands.  He 
had  hoped  that  the  spirit  of  narrow  calculation, 
fcMLy  tiyled  economy,  whose  contracted  view 
was  fixed  upon  f>resent  expense,  and  was  incapa- 
ble of  enlarging  it  to  permanent  and  eventual  ad- 
vantage, bad  been  laid  forever  by  the  powerful 
exorcisms  of  reason  and  experience,  it  would 
seem,  however,  that  it  had  been  only  lulled  by 
the  presence  of  a  more  powerful  demon.  Since 
the  potent  spell  of  necessity  had  been  broken,  the 
troubled  spirit  of  petty  calculation  was  again 
awakened  to  vex  the  counsels  and  destroy  the 
best  hopes  of  the  country. 

Mr.  PiOKBRiNG  made  a  few  additional  remarks. 
In  regard  to  the  inference  drawn  from  the  selec- 
tion of  the  bearer  of  the  treaty,  he  said  that  he 
was  unacquainted  with  the  fact  to  which  the 
gentleman  referred.  Mr.  Baker  appeared  to  have 
been  the  sole  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners  at 
Ghent ;  one  of  the  several  secretaries  attached  to 
our  commission  was  selected  to  bring  the  treaty, 
and  the  secretary  of  that  commission  was  very 
naturally  selected  by  the  British  Gk>vemment  to 
bring  the  treaty,  without  particular  reference  to 
him  personally.  So  that  no  argument  whatever 
would  fairly  be  drawn  from  that  appointment. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  said  that  no  one  es^ 
timated  more  highly  the  value  of  time  at  this 
moment,  and  none  more  regretted  than  he  did 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
(Mr.  StooktoiO  had  thought  proper  to  throw 
the  firebrand  of  discord  into  the  House  on  this 
question ;  but  Mr.  J.  said  he  could  not,  consist* 
entty  with  a  sense  of  duty,  refrain  from  answer^ 
ittg  some  of  the  remarks  which  had  been  made. 
Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  reply  to  some  of  the  argu- 
ments drawn  from  the  documents ;  and  expressed 
his  astonishment  that  those  should  now  object  to 
the  peace,  because  the  treaty  contained  no  stijm- 
lation  against  a  renewal  of  the  practice  of  tm* 
pressmen t,  who  had  been  willing  to  withdraw 
the  declaration  of  war  before  the  practice  had 
ceased.  In  regard  to  the  treaty,  he  said,  it  touM 
not  be  expected  that  a  Treaty  of  Peace  coald 
contain  all  the  stipulations  necessary  to  be  ea« 
tered  into  between  nations  who  had  just  termi- 
nated a  war.  The  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay,  for  instance, 
was  little  more  than  a  supplement,  not  a  substi- 
tute to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783.  In  the  case 
of  the  late  peace  in  Europe,  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
contained  merely  a  provision  that  there  should  be 
peace,  and  other  questions  of  territory  and  right 
were  reserved  for  further  negotiation;  which  ne- 
gotiation was  in  train  at  Vienna,  where  questions 
of  the  highest  importance  were  now  agitated  be- 
tween those  nations  who  had  been  parties  to  the 
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peaee.  If  oar  treaty  is  sileDt  on  the  subject  of 
the  fisheries,  it  is  also  silent  on  a  question  equally 
important  to  Britain  as  the  fisheries  are  to  us — 
the  right  to  a  free  intercourse  with  our  Indian 
tribes.  The  right  of  searching  our  ressels,  to 
which  is  charged  against  the  treaty  that  it  con- 
tains no  limitation,  is  a  belligerent  power  merely; 
and  in  time  of  peace  no  pretension  is  set  up  to  it 
on  the  part  of  the  British.  It  had  been  said  it 
was  too  late  now  to  talk  about  blockades ;  nor 
WIS  it  necessary,  Mr.  J.  said,  when  the  practice 
of  blockade  had  ceased ;  and  no  one  pretended 
that  the  practice  was  ju»tifiable  on  the  ground  of 
right  or  public  law.  Mr.  J.  demonstrated  by 
facts  and  reasoning,  that  the  United  States  had 
at  all  times  been  willing  to  conclude  a  treaty 
when  the  practice  of  impressment  should  cease 
on  the  part  of  the  British.  No  right  is  yet  ceded 
by  the  treaty ;  and  erery  asserrion  to  the  contrary 
is  incorrect.  Mr.  J.  spoke  at  some  length,  and 
would  hare  gone  more  fully  into  the  subject  but 
for  the  lateneM  of  the  hour. 

Mr.  Stockton  spoke  in  explanation,  and  in 
support  of  his  position,  that  the  rights  asserted  by 
us,  and  not  recognised  in  the  treaty,  were  thereby 
yielded. 

Mr.  Eppeb  rose  to  reply  to  the  position  which 
had  been  laid  down  by  Mr.  Stockton,  in  r^ard 
to  the  common  law,  respecting  treaties.  If  the 
war  in  Europe  continued,  and  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment also,  continued,  at  the  time  the  treaty 
was  concluded,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  would  ha?e  been  irresistible. 
But  the  facts  are  the  very  reverse.  Before  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  the  practice  had  ceased ; 
it  no  longer  had  existence.  The  abandonment 
by  the  United  States  can  in  no  way  be  construed 
to  embrace  any  other  practices  and  claims  than 
those  that  are  actually  in  existence.  If  the  gen- 
tleman's position  was  correct,  it  applied  with 
equal  force  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  question ; 
and  the  gentleman  would  hardly  contend  that 
Britain  has  forever  abandoned  her  right  to  block* 
ade  an  enemy 'sport,  or  impress  her  own  citizens 
during  war.  what^  in  fact,  are  the  circum- 
stances 1  Great  Britain  claimed  a  right  to  im- 
press our  seamen,  and  to  establish  illimitable 
olockades.  We  resisted  both  pretensions.  In  the 
mean  time,  before  a  peace,  circumstances  occur 
which  make  them  both  useless  to  her,  and  both 
are  withdrawn  by  Great  Britain.  As  the  war 
was  commenced  by  us  to  resist,  and  by  Great 
Britain  to  enforce  those  pretensions,  the  conclu- 
sion, if  any,  irresistibly  follows,  that  that  and  not 
ihu  Government  had  abandoned  its  claims. 

Mr.  Grosvbnor  said,  enpas$ant,  that  either 
he  or  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  totally 
mistaken  the  principles  of  national  law. 

The  question  on  the  reduction  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YmAs — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Avery,  Baylies  of  Maasa- 
diusetts,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham, 
Blown,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  CiUey, 
Clopton,  Coz,  Crouch,  Colpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Desha,  £ly,  JBppes,  Farrow,  Findley, 
FzanUin,  Gaston,  Geddes^  Qoldsboioagh,  Hale,  Hanis, 


Henderson,  Hnngeribid,  Halbcxt,  Jackson  of  Blvida 
Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Keotiicky, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
King  of  Massachasetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovetr,  Lyle, 
Macon,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Ormsby,  Peanoo,  Pick- 
ering, Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Roane,  Bog- 
gles, Schureman,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Slmy- 
maker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggut, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachnsetts,  Whcaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  WiUiams,  and  Wilson  of  Maasacha- 
setts— 75. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderaoa,  Buhonr,  Bmrd, 
Barnett,  Bines,  Bntler,  Calhonn,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthhert,  Dnvsfl,  Ftsk  of  Ver^ 
mont,  Fiskof  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gholson,Goodwyii» 
Gourdin,  Groevenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hasbraa^,  Hawea, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hnmpihrqrs, 
Irwin,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lefferta,  Lowsdas,  McCoy, 
McKim,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Pleasants,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennayl- 
vania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertaoo, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  New  To^  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stuart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Troop, 
Udree,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wiig^t,  and 
Yancey — 66. 

The  residue  of  the  said  amendoieota  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  then  again  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  PioKEBiNO  moved  further  to  amend  the 
said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ^'  thai," 
where  it  first  occurs  in  the  second  section,  the 
words  ^such  part  of;"  and.  after  the  word  ''ar- 
tillery/' where  it  also  first  occurs  in  the  said  aee* 
tion,  the  words  ''as  shall  be  retained  in  service ;" 
which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  MfyCaiiHO!!,  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  from  the 
sixth  section,  the  following  words: 

"  And  that  there  shall,  moreover,  be  albwod  and 
granted  to  every  such  officer,  in  oomrideimtiaa  of  ser- 
vices during  the  late  war,  the  following  donationa  in 
land,  viz :  to  a  Major  General,  8,660  acres;  to  a  Biig^ 
adier  General,  1,920  acres ;  to  each  CoioBel  end  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel,  1,280  acres ;  to  each  Major,  960  acrea; 
to  each  Caption,  640  acres;  to  each  Subsltem,  480 
acres ;  and  to  the  representatives  of  snch  offioeie  as 
shall  liave  fallen  or  died  in  the  service,  dating  the  late 
war,  the  number  of  acres  according  to  the  rank  they 
held  respectively,  at  the  time  of  their  decease ;  to  be 
designated,  surveyed,  and  laid  off,  at  the  pnblic 
expense.*' 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  54,  nays  50,  as  follows: 

Yxxs — Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  MassacfaaseCCa^ 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Can- 
non, Champion,  Cilley,  Coz,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborongfa,  Hale, 
Hall,  Hendenon,  Hnlbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  MassachuaetlB, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Moeeley,  Oakley,  Pick- 
ering, Piper,  Pitkm,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rog- 
gles,  Schureman,  Sheflfey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  Whtt^  WU- 
coz,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bowen,  Butler,  Gaihottii, 
Clopton,  Condict,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,£ppo8, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Yoric,  Fiankfia,  Ghol- 
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mouf  a«udwjrxi»  Goardin,  Giocveirar»  limrnn,  Hm- 
brouck,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky*  Habbard, 
Hnmphrajs,  Hangeri6rd»  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  KentQi^y,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lef- 
lertSy  Lowndes,  McCoy,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pleamnts,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
TTennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Tronp,  Udree,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
▼ania,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  land  bounty  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Cannon  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
seveath  section,  which  proposes  to  make  a  simi- 
lar allowance  to  staff  officers  deranged  in  virtue 
of  the  act. 

On  this  motion  a  warm  debate  commenced, 
and  the  House  adjourned,  after  a  sitting  of  Dearly 
seven  hours. 


Tuesday,  Februarjr  28. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject^  reported  a  bill  to  alter 
the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  (fixing 
it  for  the  fourth  Monday  in  May  next.)  The 
bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  explor- 
ing the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  waters,  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  ascer- 
taining and  surveying  the  boundary  lines  fixed 
by  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  acts 
therein  mentioned,  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  galleries  of  the  House  were  then  cleared, 
and  its  doors  closed,  and  remained  so  for  more 
than  four  hours.  When  the  doors  were  asain 
open,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fixing  the 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Cannon  withdrew  his  motion,  which  was 
under  consideration  when  the  House  yesterday 
adjourned. 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Alston,  to  re- 
consider tbe  vote  for  striking  out  the  donation 
in  land  to  officers  who  shall  be  discharged  from 
service  in  consequence  of  this  act,  or  to  the  rep- 
resentatives of  such  as  have  fallen. 

After  debate,  the  question  of  reconsiJe ration 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  the  consider- 
ation 64,  against  it  50,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Mems.  Alexander,  Alstout  Anderson,  Bar- 
boar,  Bines,  Bowan,  Calhoim*  Clopton»  Comstock, 
C<mdiet,  Creigfaton,  Cnthbert,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Ymrk,  Forsyth, 
Frankhn,  Ghohwn,  Goodwyn,  Oourdin,  Grosvenor, 
Hauls,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hnbbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lefierts, 
Lowndes,  McCoy,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickens^ 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  SUwart,  TannehiU» 


Telftir,  Troup,  Udree,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  STurwell,  Caperton,  Can* 
non,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Goldsborough,  Hale,  Hanson, 
Henderson,  Hulbert,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachnsetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  Montgomery, 
Moseley,  Oskley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shefiey,  Sherwood, 
Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachnsetts. 

The  question  recurring  on  striking  out  the  same 
part  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Qaston  moved  to  amend  the  said  sixth 
seetion  so  as  to  limit  the  donation  to  such  of  the 
discharged  officers  as  have  by  name  been  thanked 
by  Congress,  or  have  been  brevetted,  or  have 
been  wounded  during  the  war. — Negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maoon,  tbe  donation  to  field 
officers  was  reduced — the  Major  Generals  to  1280. 
Brigadiers  Qeneral  to  1120,  Coloneb  to  960,  and 
Majors  to  800  acres  each. 

And  the  question  to  strike  out  the  donation 
clause,  tbus  amended,  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  and  the  House  adjourned  at  sun* 
down,  after  a  session  of  more  than  seven  hours. 


Wednesday,  March  1. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  within  the  State  of  New  York;"  with 
amendments.  And  that  they  have  passed  ''a 
resolution  directing  the  manner  of  providing  sta- 
tionery, and  procuring  printing  for  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Kepresentatives :'' in  which  amend- 
ments and  resolution,  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnson,  of  Kentucky, 

Eeeolvedf  That  the  following  named  persons, 
employed  bj  the  Doorkeeper  to  aid  him  in  the 
exeeutioD  or  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  wit :  Elex- 
tius  Spalding,  George  N.  Thomas,  Isaac  Phillips, 
Oswald  Dunn,  and  George  Cooper,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  allowed  two  dollars  per  day  during 
the  present  session,  and  four  days  thereafter,  and 
Charles  Brooks  two  dollars  per  day  for  his 
services. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  made  a  report,  stating  their  inabil- 
ity to  investigate  the  subject  to  their  satisfaction 
during  the  present  session,  the  general  business 
of  which  has  been  so  urgent,  and  recommending 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the  subject, 
to  sit  during  the  recess. 

.  Tbe  engrossed  bill  "  to  fix  tbe  Military  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed ;  as  also  was  the  bill  to  vest 
more  effectually  in  the  State  courts,  and  in  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  jurisdiction 
in  the  eases  therein  mentioned* 
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Mr.  GAdton  submftt«d  for  eotisictemtioii  the 
following  resolution : 

Reaohedf  Tkat  the  Postknaster  General  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  next  CongreM  a  plan  for  establishing, 
with  ihe  co-operation  of  the  States,  a  national  road 
from  Maine  to  Geoigia,  and  from  MiUedtfeviI^e  to  N«w 
Orleans,  inchisive,  passing  through  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  tiirough  the 
aeats  of  goyermnent,  or  principal  towns  in  the  Atlan* 
tic  States. 

A  motion  was  mtde  by  Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennes- 
see, to  amend  the  same  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof 
the  following : 

**  And  from  the  City  of  Washington  to  the  respect- 
ive seats  of  goyemment  of  the  States  of  Kentudty, 
Tennessee,  and  Ohio." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  resolation 
agreed  to  as  originally  proposed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 

RuoheA,  That  the  Secreteiy  ibr  the  Department  of 
War  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  Houses  at  its  next 
icsiion,  a  statement  of  the  amounts  of  merchandise 
and  other  articles  fumbhed  the  Indiaiis,  under  the 
■Qperintendency  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  the 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affaiis  for  the  Territory  of 
Indiana,  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1801,  to  the  Ist 
day  of  January,  1813,  distinguishing  the  difierent  dates 
of  purchase,  of  whom  purchased,  and  for  what  tribe  or 
tribes  of  Indians. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  acts 
therein  mentioned  (prohibitory  and  non-importa- 
tion acts)  having  been  reported  by  Mr.  Forsyth, 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  without 
amendment,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
was  subsequently  read  a  third  time  and  pas^d. 

Mr.  Forsyth  also  made  the  following  report : 

''The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  to  ex- 
clude foreign  seamen  from  employment  in  America^ 
vessels,  report,  that  the  present  session  of  Congress  ne- 
cessarily terminating  on  the  third  day  of  March,  there 
is  not  sufficient  time  to  give  this  subject  the  deliberate 
examination  its  hnportance  demands.  They  therefore 
lecommend  the  following  resolution : 

^Rt9ohedy  That  the  further  oonsideration  of  the 
Messageof  the  President  of  the  United  8Utesiespeeti&g 
the  exdiision  of  foivign  seamen  from  employment  in 
American  vessels  be  postponed  until  the  neict  aemon 
of  Congress." 

The  report  was  read  and  eoncurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  for  the  better  organization 
of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  were  read  and 
eonetirred  iir. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  in  forte 
the  act  for  establishing  trading  house?  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  wa?  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  *' regulating  and  defining 
the  duties  of  the  United  States'  Judge  for  the  Illi- 
nois Territory,"  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  btli  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  paesed. 

The  bill  concerning  inraiid  pensioners  (the 
Annual  bill  on  the  subject)  passed  throeg^  a  Com* 


mittec  of  Che  Whof«,  and  after  oeeapjnig  col- 
aiderable  t!m«  of  the  Houee  on  pre^poved  amend* 
ments  Thereto,  was  ordered  Co  be  engrossed  feft  a 
third  reading. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate.  **  directing  the 
manner  Of  proriding  stationery  and  procuring 
printing  for  the  Senate  and  Hottse  of  Represen- 
tatives,'' was  read  the  first  lidae,  and,  on  motion, 
the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  concerning 
the  Naval  Establishment ;"  and  ^'  resolutions  rela- 
tive to  the  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States;"  in  which  bill  and  resoiations  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolutions  from  the  Senate  '*  relalire  to 
the  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales." 
were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^concerning  the 
Naval  Establishment,"  Was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

MILITARY  PEACE  BSTABLISHMS^rr. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  apDropriatioos  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  EsCab/fshmeot  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  ISIS^  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with 
amendments ;  which  were  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppfis,  the  bill  was  reeom- 
roiited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill.  The  Committee  rose  and  reported 
an  additional  amendment  thereto,  as  follow: 

«  For  purchasing  horses  for  artiUeiy,  one  hunlred 
thousand  dollars." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  PioccAiiro,  to 
amend  the  said  amendment  by  striking  oat  "one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,"  and  inserting  *  fifty 
thousand  dolkts;"  whieh  liras  deMmined  in  the 
negative — yeas  49,  nays  57,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Meanrs.  Bard,  Bamett,  Bigolow,  Bndboy^ 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  ClDptoii»  COzt 
Crawibrd,  Crouch,  Cntpeper,  Bavenport,  Ely,  Faitow, 
Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Groarenor,  Hale,  Hawea,Hiui- 

Jerford,  Hnlbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Uaiid»  Ki^  of 
fassadiusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Mooel^,  Oakky, 
Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pidiering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ruggles^  Si^go* 
Sherwood,  Slay  maker,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania*  dlui- 
ford,  Strong,  Vole,  Ward  of  Massachnsetts,  Wilcox, 
and  Winter. 

Nays— >MeBars*  AtcttaBdor^  wVtt^,  Airtmi 
Bai%ottr,  Bines,  BoWen,  ftpoWn,  Calhoon, 
Condtct,  Oteighton,  CuthbM,  fippea»  Fbiaey^  TVk  ef 
Vcnnont,  Fisk  of  NcMr  York*  Porvfth,  GhflUon,  Goad- 
wyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hai*ieo<k,  Baw- 
kins,  Hopkint  of  Kentueky,  HohbttPd,  Bttmafaeye, 
ladcton  of  Virginia,  Johnseu  of  Kantitcky,  Kant  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kcnrahaw,  KUhomti,  Leflsifa^  Lowndes, 
Maoon,  MeCcyv  MoKhn,  MonCfoaiery,  Nowtoa,  fta*- 
ants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rieh,  Robeetaota,  Seviar,  ftoj- 
bert,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  ViiginiB,  Taam«- 
faill,  Taylor,  Udroe,  Williams,  Wilioa  oifmasfismam^ 
Wright,  and  Yanoey. 
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Th«  WMadBiMit  WW  thma  eonemred  in  by  the 
Bouse;  aid  the  bill  ordered  to  be  eegrosaed  e&d 
eeed  a  tbird  ikae  te-tinorrow. 


Tao^sBAT,  Mercb  2. 

Mr.  BppBfl,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  instract- 
ing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  male- 
tug  an  appropriatioo  for  sur^eyiog  certain  lands 
designated  in  the  resolution,  made  a  report;  which 
was  leadi  and  concurred  in  bjr  the  House, to  wit: 
-**  That  no  appropriation  is  necessary." 

Mr.  Eppss  from  the  same  commutee,  reported 
•a  bill  making  addiiiooal  a^jur^HP^iation  for  tae  ser- 
viee  of  Uie  year  1815 ;  which  was  read  twiee,«nd 
eommitted  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Ott  moiien  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
aidermtioa  of  all  the  mailers  and  tbiags  referred 
ta  tbem  daring  the  present  session,  and  npoa 
whieb  tkey  have  not  reported. 

The  foHpwing  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mir. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

Jft99k^,  Thut  the  messenger  and  office-keeper  in 
the  office  of  the  Olerk  of  this  Hpuse  be  allowed  the 
4l|Bpe  jff  per  day*  daring  ihe  sessums  of  Caogress, 
and  lor  »ur  days  tbereater.  as  is  allowed  to  the  «es- 
aengers  emoloyed  hj  the  I>eorkeifai^  end  tbat  be  be 
.nOeaief  et  d^e  i^te  of  thirtj  dollars  a  van^  during  a 
xecess. 

On  motion  af  Mf«  l|M»f  ihe  aaasmktee  ap- 
pointed  on  the  17ib.ef  Marab  bal,  to  inquire  wbe- 
ikeraaff,  aad,  if  any,  what,  means  of  retren^Mient 
and  economy  ol  eeforai  in  tbe  general  maaaga- 
ment,  and  dTexteasiQa  aadeAeieacy  in  tbe  Naval 
Establishment,  m^  be  eraetieable  and  expedient, 
were  dtsobarged  from  the  reports  and  documents 
aMdoiiUed  to  them,  and  the  said  reports  and  doc- 
uments were  referred  to  the  Bqard  of  Navy  Com- 
missioners. 

On  motion  of  ^r.  CliEiqBTON, 

Ee§olv€d^  Thai  there  he  allowed  and  paid»  out 
•of  tbe  contingent  fund,  to  the  per^n  employed 
by  tbe  Doorkeeper  of  tnis  House  to  supeuntend 
the  post  office  Kept  for  tbe  uie  of  tbe  House,  Ia 
addition  to  the  aUowence  already  made  bipoij  the 
sum  of  one  doUaf  fier  day  dufiof  ihe  sessioas  of 
Congress,  and  far  iseniy  daya  auer  an  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  and  ik^t  tbe  said  aUowance 
^ommepce  from  tbe  ftrst  day  of  tbe  pcesent  ses- 
sion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  tbe 
committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  at  the 
•commencement  of  tbe  present  session,  wnich  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  were  discharged  from  a  fur- 
4her  consideration  of  the  several  matters  referred 
to  them,  and  upon  which  they  have  not  reported. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  ^tabusbment  for  the 
year  1815,  was  read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed- 

Onjkrtd,  That  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  and 
Jdc  Cui^EfiSfiB,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
•tbia  Hanae  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the 


Uaited  Btates,  and  request  thait  be  recommend  a 
day  of  tbaaksgiviag  to  Aimigbty  Qod  for  testoc- 
ing  to  these  United  Sutes  tbe  blessings  of  peace. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  tbe  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  tbe  amendments  of 
this  House  to  the  bill  "to  increase  tbe  compensa- 
tion of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  Doorkeeper 
and  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives," with  amendments;  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Aooti^er  message  from  the  Senate  iixformed 
the  House  that  tbe  Senate  bate  passed  the  bill 
from  tbis  House^  'Uo  fix  the  compensations  and 
increase  the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  lateraal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  witb  tbe  coUectiea  ibereef ;" 
with  amendments.  They  ha.Te  sleo  passed  bills 
of  tbe  following  titles:  *^An  aetibrtbe  relief  of 
sundry  persons  in  tbe  senrice  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  ef  tbe  deetruetion  of  their  tools 
by  fire  at  tbe  Navy  Yard;"  and  "An  aet  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  en  imports 
and  tonnage;"  in  which  amendments  and  bills 
they  ask  the  conourrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  discbarge  of  Bdward 
Martin  from  bis  impriaoament,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  subsequently  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  &om  the  Senate  further  mplementary 
le  tbe  aet  for  tbe  settlement  of  tbe  Xazoo  claimsi 
passed  through  a  OamoiMtee  of  the  Wholes  w^a 
ordeced  to  a  third  reading,  aad  wae  xead  a  third 
tkae  aad  passed. 

Tbe  Moose  then  sat  a  abort  time  ia  eoMUra, 
and  before  tbe  doors  were  opened,  removed  tbe 
injunction  of  secrecy  from  tbeir  pfoeeediags* 

The  bill  from  (be  Senate  #sf  tbe  relief  of  the 
mechanics  who  lost  tbeir  tools  by  tbe  destruction 
of  the  Navy  Yard,  was  twice  reao  and  committed. 

The  amendment  of  tbe  Senate*  to  the  bill  to 
define  the  duties^  and  fix  tbe  compensation  of  tbe 
collectors  of  tbe  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
was  agreed  to,  yeas  7$.  It  goes  to  le^ve  unde- 
fined the  compensation  aAer  tne  first  of  January 
next,  fixing  it  up  to  thai  time  only. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  Eppes  laid  b^ose  tba  flonse  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him,  as  ebainnan  of  tbe  Conunittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, eobmitting  to  their  consideration  a  proposi- 
tion to  provide  for  paying  the  interest  and  grad- 
ue)ly  reducing  tbe  stock  debt  which  has  oeen 
created  during  the  late  war ;  which  Wf^  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.    The  letter  is  as. follows: 

9Mb:  I  have  tbe  hoaMr  to  submit  to  the  oonsidsia- 
4ea  of  tbe  Coauaittse  of  Wsfs  aad  Hsens,  a  mpo- 
sitioa  to  pievide  lor  paying  tbe  interest  and  gisdaali^ 
reducing  the  stock  debt  which  bss  been  created  during 
tbe  b^  war.  It  wai  my  intaation  to  base  acooai- 
panied  tbis  oommunicstien  with  tables,  iHqstrsting,  in 
detai),  tbe  opeBstiDa  of  tbe  Sinking  Fund,  as  well  as 
tbe  effect  of  tbe  present  piopesitioa;  biitwuiouftoauaes 
render  tbe  performan^  eC  this  task  env**^^i<^*  be- 
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fan  th«  adjonniment  of  Congmi,  and  I  cannot  do  beU 
ter  than  to  refer  to  the  report  which  waa  made  hy  the 
Treaaaiy  Department  to  tne  Hooae  of  Repreaentatives 
on  the  9th  of  April,  180^,  exhibiting  ez^anetoiy  atate- 
menta  and  notea  of  the  public  debt,  ita  increaae  or  de- 
ooaae,  from  &e  lat  of  January,  1791,  to  the  Ist  of 
January,  1898.  I  ahall,  therefore,  confine  my  viewf 
to— Firat  The  general  atate  of  the  public  debt  before 
the  war ;  Second.  The  general  state  of  the  public  debt 
contracted  since  the  war;  and,  Third.  The  particular 
proviaion  to  be  now  made  for  the  laat  description  of 
the  public  debt 

L  On  the  31at  December,  1814,  the  amount  of  die 
public  debt  created  before  the  war  may  be  eatimated 
at  939,906,188  66,  and  it  conaiated  of  the  following 
particulars : 

1.  Old  aix  per  cent  stock,  the  nom- 
inal amount  being  $17,260,871  09 
Of  which  there  had 
been  reimburaed        13,879,288  78 

LenTing  due  on  the  Slat  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1814      •4,371,687  81 

%  Deferred  aix  per 
centum  atock,  the 
nominal  amount  of 
which  ia        -        -    $9,868,330  36 

Of  which  there  had 
been  reimbursed    -       3,971,148  36 


Leaving  due  on  the  3  lat  day  of  De- 
cember, 1814        ....  $6,387,171  99 

8.  Three  per  cent  stock  ...  16,168,177  34 

4.  Exdianged  aix  per  cent  atock  un- 
der the  act  of  1812        .        ...  2,984,74872 

6.  Six  per  cent  stock  of  1796  -        -  80,000  00 

6.  Louisiana  aix  per  cent,  atock        -  10,923,600  00 


Eatimated  amount  of  the  whole  of 
the  puUie  debt,  contracted  before  the 
war,  due  on  Slat  December,  1814  •  $39,906,183  66 


Upon  the  prindplea  and  eatimatea  of  the  Treaaury 
Report  of  the  9th  of  April,  1808,  it  waa  computed : 
1.  That  on  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  the  public  debt 
amounted  to         -        -        -        -  $64,700,000  00 
3.  If,  therefore,  the  amount  of  the 
public  debt  computed  to  be  due  on 
the  31st  December,  1814,  be  de- 
ducted, to  wit :      ....     39,906,18866 


The  amount  redeemed  between  the 
1st  of  January,  1808,  and  the  31st 
day  of  December,  1814,  may  be  es- 
timated at     


$24,794,816  34 


The  establiahment  of  a  Sinking  Fund  to  redeem  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt  waa  coeval  with  the  funding 
ayatem  of  1790,  but  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the 
debt  waa  not  charged  upon  that  fund  until  1802.  The 
amount  of  the  public  debt  waa  increased  duriug  aev- 
eral  of  the  years  that  interrened  between  January, 
1791,  and  January,  1803,  and  the  Sinking  Fund  waa 
enriched  at  varioua  periods  by  the  aaaignment  of  ad- 
ditional revenuea.  The  acta  of  the  8th  of  May,  1792, 
the  3d  of  March,  1796,  the  29th  of  April,  1802,  and 
the  10^  of  November,  1803,  form,  however,  the  piin- 
dpal  baaia  of  die  preaent  Sinking  Fund,  providing  for 
the  annual  payment  of  the  interest,  as  well  aa  for  the 
gradual  redemption  of  the  debt 


Under  the  anthaaly  of  these  acta  of  Coagnm^  ths 
Sinking  Fund  amounta  to  the  aum  of  $S^00O,O00  an- 
nually, which  at  thia  time  ia  aupplied  firom  tbm  fallow- 
ing i 


1.  From  the  intereat  on  such  parte  of  the  miblic  debt 
aa  have  been  reimburaed  or  paid  ofl^  and  whieh,  mt 
present,  amounta  to  the  aum  of       -  $i;d89,5'77  64 

2.  From  the  net  proceeda  of  the  aalea 
of  public  landa  (exclusive  of  lands 
sold  in  the  Mississippi  Terrritory, 
which,  as  yet,  belong  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,)  eatimated  annually  at  the 

sum  of 800,000  OO 

3.  From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  in- 
ports  and  tonnage,  to  make  the  an- 
nual sum  of  $8,000,000  estimated 

at  about 5;t30,4»36 


$8^000,000  89 


II.  On  the  31st  December,  1814,  the  amoont  of  the 
public  debt  created  since  the  war,  (independent  of  tem- 
porary loana  and  iasuea  of  Treaaniy  notea,)  maj  be  ea> 
unated  at $49,780,322  13 

And  it  conaisted  of  the  following  particalaia : 

1.  Six  per  cent  atock  of  1812,  being  the  eleven  millioB 
loan 7,710,000  00 

2.  Six  per  cent  stock  of  1813,  being 

the  sixteen  million  loan        -        -    18,109,377  61 

3.  Six  per  cent  atock  of  1813;  being 
the  aixteen  million  five    hundred 

thousand  loan        ....      8,408,68:900 

4.  Six  per  cent  stock  of  1814,  being 
the  loan  of  ten  milliona,  (part  of  the 
loan  authoriaed  for  twenty-five  mil- 
liona)     '       -      9,190^76  26 

6.  Six  per  cent  stock  of  1814,  .being 
the  loan  of  six  millions,  (part  of 
the  loan  authorised  for  twenty-five 
miUions)        -        •        -        -        -      4^343,876  00 


But  it  ia  proper  to  bring  into  view 
here,  the  additional  six  per  cent  stock, 
whidi  will  be  created  in  consequence 
of  contracts  depending  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1814,  to  be  ^comideted  in 
1816,  to  wit: 

1.  The  committee  of  defonoe  of  Phil- 
adelphia contracted  to  loan  $100,- 
000,  to  fortify  the  island  in  the  river 
Delaware  called  the  Pea  Patch,  for 
six  per  cent  stock  at  par,  whidi  will 
be  laaued  under  the  act  of  March, 
1812         .        -        .  $100,000  00 

2.  The  coiporation  of 
New  York  contracted 
to  advance  money  for 
fortificationa,  auppliea, 
dec,  at  New  York,  on 
the  terma  of  the  six 
million  loan,  and  the 
amount  being  liqui- 
dated, six  per  cent 
stock  haa  been  order- 
ed for       -        -        -  1,100,009  87 


$48^680,312  20 


1,200,009  87 
$49,^,832  IS 
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There  aie,  however,  other  contracts  in  loens,  made 
through  the  mediiim  of  the  War  Department,  which 
have  been  recogniaed  at  the  Treasory  to  be  pud  in  aiz 
per  cent  stock,  but  which  have  not  been  so  liquidated 
as  to  iumish  a  ground  to  estimate  their  amount 

The  six  per  cent  stock,  whidi  was  issued  under  the 
act  of  the  24th  of  Maxch,  1814,  amounting  to  $3,000,- 
000,  and  sent  to  Kurope,  has  not  been,  and  probably 
will  not  be  sold.  It,  is,  therefore,  omitted  in  the  pres- 
ent estimates. 

Besides  the  funded  debt  above  stated,  there  have 
been  contracted  debto  to  the  amount  of  $19,002,800, 
open  temporary  loans,  and  upon  the  issues  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  consisting  of  the  following  particulars : 
'  1.  Temporary  loans  have  been  obtained  under  the  act 
of  March,  1812,  (of  which  the  sum  of  $600,000  be- 
came due  in  December,  1814,  and  remains  unpaid ; 
and  of  which  $50,000  will  be  payable  in  the  year 

18170  for $650,000  00 

S.  Treasniy  notes  had  been  issued  or 
ordered  on  the  20th  February,  1815 
(1.)  Payable  on  or  before  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1815,  due  and  unpaid  princi- 
pal -  -  -  -  2,799,200 
(2.)  Payable  since  the 
1st  of  January,  1815, 
due  and  unpud        -  620,00 

(3.)  Payable  almost  dai- 
ly, from  the  nth  of 
March,  to  and  inclu- 
ding January  1, 1816  7,227,280 
(4.)  Payable  from  the 
11th  of  January,  to 
and  including  the  Ist 
March,  1816    -        -        7,806,820 

18,452,800  00 


Making  floating  public  debt  in  tempo- 
rary loans  and  issues  of  Treasury 
notes 19,002,800  00 

To  which  add  the  amount  of  fiinded 

debt 49,780,822  13 

And  the  whole  ascertained  amount  of 
debt  created  during  the  war,  is  the 

I  of $68,783,122  13 


The  general  daims  for  milttia  services  and  supplies, 
arising  under  the  authority  of  the  individual  Sutes,  as 
well  as  of  the  United  States,  have  been  partially  ex- 
hibited ;  but  neitiker  the  principle  of  settlement,  nor 
the  amount  of  die  claims,  can  at  this  time  be  stated. 

ni.  In  suggesting  provisions  to  pay  the  interest  and 
gradually  to  reduce  the  principal  of  the  public  debt, 
contracted  since  the  declaration  of  war,  the  inconve- 
nience, which  has  been  introduced,  by  making  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  oif  the  Treasury  notes 
a  charge  upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  is  greatly  to  be  lament- 
ed. The  Treasury  notes  were  in  their  design,  and 
ought  to  be  in  their  use,  a  species  of  circulating  medi- 
um ;  but  it  is  evident  that  a  sinking  fund  of  $8,000,- 
000,  could  never  supply  the  means  of  paying  the 
prior  claims,  and,  also,  of  discharging  punctually  the 
whole  of  the  principal,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  an- 
nual issues  of  Treasuiy  notes,  amounting  to  eight  or 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  indispensable,  therefore, 
to  the  free  and  beneficial  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
that  it  should  be  disengaged,  as  soon  as  possible,  from 
this  burden.    The  means  of  disengaging  it  are,  1st  by 


the  payment  of  the  Treasury  notes  out  of  the  cunmit 
revenue;  or,  2d,  by  funding  them  upon  reaaonable 
terms,  under  the  act  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  author^ 
iae  a  loan  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815 ;  and  these, 
means,  it  is  believed,  will  be  eilectuaL 

The  Sinking  Fund,  being  thus  emancipated  fioni' 
the  Treasury  note  debt  would  be  sufficient  in  1815, 
for  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  stock  created 
before  the  war;  for  the  interest  of  the  stock  created 
since  the  war ;  and  for  the  interest  of  the  loan  to  be 
raised  for  the  preeent  year,  either  in  money,  or  hy  ceB-- 
verting  the  Treasury  note  debt  into  stock  debt    Thas», 

1.  The  Sinking  Fund  amounts  to      -  $8,000,000  Oa 

2.  The  interest  and  reimbursement 
of  stocks  created  before  the  war,  will 


Quire  a  sum  of  - 


.  3,452,775  48 


2,994,787  82 


requve 

3.  The  interest  of  the 
stocks  created  since  the 
wsr  (computed,  on  the 
above  sum  of  $49,780,- 
322  13,)  and  including 
$7,968,  payable  for  an- 
nuities, will  require  a 
sum  of 

4.  The  interest  on  the 
loan  for  1815  (computed 
to  average  a  half  year's 
interest  on  the  sum  of 
$11,500,000  being  the 
estimated  amount  of  the 
Treasury  notes,  which 
may  be  converted  into 
stocks)  will  require  a 
sum  of        -        -        . 

5.  But  there  must  be  added, 
the  interest  and  princi- 
pal of  the  temporary 
loans  due  and  unpaid, 
which  were  obtained 
under  the  authority  to 
borrow,  granted  by  the 

act  of  the March, 

1812,    amounting    for 

1815,  to  the  sum  of     .     583,000  00 


345,000  00 


And  would  leave  a  surplus 
of    -       .       .    '^. 


7,325»562  78 
$674,487  22 


It  appears,  on  this  view  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  (in- 
dependent of  the  operation  of  the  past  year)  that  there 
will  be  a  surplus  of  $674,437  22,  to  be  further  ap- 
plied to  the  reduction  of  the  principal,  both  of  the  old 
and  the  new  public  debt  But  this  can  only  now  be 
done  by  purchases  in  the  market 

The  proposition  to  be,  at  this  time^  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  relation  to  the  stock  debt  created  since  the  war,  in- 
volves the  following  points : 

1.  That  provision  be  made  for  the  payment,  or  for 
the  funding,  of  the  Treasury  note  debt,  so  as  to  relieve 
the  Sinking  Fund  from  that  charge. 

2.  That  the  Sinking  Fund  be  applied,  in  the  first 
place,  to  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  old  six 
per  cent  stock,  according  to  the  existing  laws. 

3.  That  the  Sinking  Fund  be  applied,  in  the  second 
place,  to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  temporary  loans,  obtained  under  the  act  of  March, 
1812. 
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4.  That  tito  Sinking  Fnad  be  a^iUed,  ia  Uw  thkd 
plM0»  to  tbe  payment  of  tlw  interest  aocruing  npoa  the 
■leek  debt  created  aiace  the  war. 

&  That  the  annQal  luipins  of  the  Sinkinf  Fond* 
after  eatiefying  the  above  ofajecta,  be  applied  to  the  pur* 
ehaee  of  ^e  atoek  cheated  since  the  war ;  and  that  the 
interest  upon  the  stock  an&nalljr  parehased,  be  added» 
Aom  tine  to  tine,  to  that  appropriation*  for  the  pnr* 
|Mie  of  making  new  piuehases. 

After  the  present  year»  there  is  reason  to  presume, 
that  the  pubiio  revenue  will  considerably  exceed  the 
fsblic  expenditure,  and,  oonsequentlj,  that  the  ne« 
^wants^  of  botrrowing  will  cease.  At  that  period,  a 
more  satisfactory  view  may.  be  taken  of  the  subject* 
than  can  be  taken  while  the  amount  of  the  publie  debt 
remains,  in  some  measun,  unascertained ;  the  opera- 
tion and  product  of  the  new  taxes,  as  weU  as  of  the 
impost  upon  the  revival  of  commerce,  axe  conjectural, 
and  the  legislative  intentions,  respecting  a  Peace  £a- 
tabliahment,  have  not  been  daetared.' 

Since,  therefore,  the  existing  Sinking  Fund  (being 
relieved,  in  the  manner  before  iptimated,  from  the  en- 
cumbrance of  the  Treasury  note  debt)  is  ahready 
charged  with  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  stock 
created  since  the  war,  and  will  be  soffieient  £»  that 
purpose,  besides  paying  the  interest,  and  the  annnal 
reimbursement  of  the  stock  created  befinre  the  war,  I 
respectfully  propose,  that  no  further  step  be  taken  du- 
ring the  present  session  of  Congree^  thsn  to  astthoriae 
the  subscription  of  Treasury  notes  to  the  Umb  which 
is  now  under  Legislative  consideratiMi,  and  to  diiect 
the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund  te  fie  allied  to  pur- 
chases of  the  stock  created  since  the  war»  for  tha^mol- 
ument  of  the  fttn4  But  it  will  be  proper  to  reaflne 
the  benefit  of  Abecribing  to  th*h>an  te  aaeh  Tieaaiiry 
notes  only  as  have  been,  or.magr  be  issued  under  tlM 
acte  which  render  them  a  chaige  upon  the  Sinking 
Fund,  namely,  the  acto  of  the  20th  of  June,  1812;  of 
the  86th  of  February,  1813 ;  and  of  the  ith  of  Marsh, 
1814;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be 
authorised  to  designate  the  notoato  be  received  in  sab- 
aeri^on,  from  tim^e  to  time,  aeoocding.te  the  date  of 
the  issues. 

I  have  the  honor  te  be,  very  raspectfutiy,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

h  W*  Bwxs,  Esq.,  Chturmm^  4«* 
LOAN  BILL. 

The  H<iuse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole* 
on  the  bill  uuthoriziog  a  lo«o  for  the  service  of 
1815;  oa  the  qaesdoo  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
anount  of  the  loan* 

Mf .  ErPPBs  ezpresaed  his  regret  that  this  bill 
had  been  delayed  to  ao  late  a  period  of  the  ses'* 
sion ;  a  delay  which  had  not  arisen,  however, 
fron  any  negleet  on  the  part  of  the  Committee 
6t  Ways  aM  Means,  but  from  the  pressure  of 
other  business.  The  loan  necessary  for  the  present 
year,  was  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  Treasury 
notes,  charged  on  the  Sinkioff  Fund.  Of  these 
notes' there  would  fall  due^  in  the  year  1815,  eight 
millions  and  upwards,  andf  in  the  month  of  March 
1815,  ten  millioDs  of  dollars,  being  the  whole 
amount  now  in  circulation,  viz:  $18,452,000. 
The  loan  might  be  confined  to  the  amount  of 
notes  payable  within  the  present  year,  but  as  the 
notes  due  in  1816  may  return  to  the  Treasury  as 


a  put  of  the  reoetpta  for  the  pcesaof  jraan  being 
necai Fable  in  payment  of  all  deltfsdiie  the  United 
States,  it  bad  been  thought  better  to  avthorize 
the  loan  for  tJie  whole  aaomt.  Ha  tbawfora 
moved  to  fill  th«  blaok  with  the  aara  of  $18,459,- 
000.    And  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  two  new  sectiona 
were  added  to  the  bill,  one  to  aothorice  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  accept  in  payment  of  any 
loan  such  Treasury  notes  as  have  been  actualff 
issued  aod  are  by  law  chargeable  on  the  Sinking 
Fund;  the  other  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  to  be  paid  interest  on  Treasury 
notes  which  have  fallen  due  and  hare  not  been 
paid  for  tha  want  of  funds,  interest  whereon  has 
not  of  courae  since  aecrqed. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  >  and  waasnb- 
sequently  read  n  third  time^  and  paaaed. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOTTSE. 

The  bill  from  the-  Senate  to  increase  the  com- 
pensatioD  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate, 
Deing  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  Gaston  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting, also,  the  8efgeant-at-Arms  of  the  douse 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  SETBEar  moved  to  add,  the  Doarkeeper  of 
the  House  of  Representatives* 

Mr.CuLPEPERraoredtoadd,  the  Assistant  Door- 
keeper of  the  same  body. 

All  these  motions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  reported  as  amended.  On  prMxeding  to 
consider  the  report  of  the  Committee — 

Mr.  Barnett  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely ;  but  subsequently  withdrew  the  motion. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  the  amend- 
ments, which  were  all  adopted ;  and  the  bill,  thus 
amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
was  passed. 

MILITIA  CLAIMS. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  £»r  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  "anthorise  settlement 
and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  services  of 
the  militia^ — 

Mf.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  postpone  the 
aoDsideratiott  theieof  indefinitely. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  very  aainuued  and 
rather  aerimoiiiotte  debate,  embiaeing,  beside  the 
real  question,  the  merits  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Qovernors  of  Massachusetts  and  CoMiectieDt, 
their  doctrines  as  to  the  militia,  and  the  genefal 
conduct  of  the  Bastem  States  opposed  le  the 
Government.  The  debate  lasted  perhaps  two 
hours:  and  the  question  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  nsgstive— 
yeas  63,  nays  69,  as  follows  : 

TBAS^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  AndsEssn,  A^e- 
ry>  Bsrd»  Bsmett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  CalhonBv 
Cannon,  Comstodk,  Condict,  Crawlbrd,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Duvall,  Findley:,  Fisk  d 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hsll^ 
Harris,  Hasbrou(^,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Tirhntfm  of 
Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kershaw,  Kingof  A«th 
Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle^  Macon.  iraCan, 
Moore^  Ormsby,.  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  sf  Ptan^ 
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OThtnuK  Rhaa  of  TenBMMe,  Bieh«  Siof^old,  Rotne, 
Robertoooy  Scge,  Scgrbert,  Sharp,  Snitk  of  Peniu^lv*- 
nim.  Smith  of  Yiri^iiia,  Tannehiil,  Taylor,  TeUur, 
Trowff  Udreo,  WUUama.  Wilaon  of  PennajlTanU, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats— Meisn.  Barbour,  Baylies  of  Maaaachueeita, 
Bigelow,  Bradhiuy,  Bri^am,  BnrweU,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Cflley,  Clepton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Ciupeper, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Eppea,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Gholaon, 
Goldaborongh,  Goodwin,  Groarenor,  Hale,  Hanaon, 
Hawea,  Uopfcma  of  ifentac^,  Hnngerford,  Hnlbert, 
Jackaon  of  Shode  bland  Jackaon  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
nedy, Kerr,  King  of  Maaaachuaetta,  Law,  Loratt,  Me* 
Coy,  Montgomery,  Moaeley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pi^n,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John 
Beed,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Rngglea,  Schnreman, 
Swiff,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stanlbrd,  Stock- 
ton, Stuart,  Stiosea,  Ti^gart,  Thompson,  Voae,  Ward 
ff  Mawaduuetta,  Wheaton,  White,  WUoos,  Wikon 
of  MiaaachMattB»  Winter,  and  Wright. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  of  New  York,  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

DUTIES  ON  TONNAGE  A;c 

The  bill  from  the  Senatet  "further  to  pro?ide 
lor  the  coILeetion  of  the  duties  on  imporu  and 
tOBDage,"  was  read  a  first  and  second  time.  [Thia 
bill  contains  a  number  of  proWsioaa^  applicable 
W  violations  of  the  reveujue  law,  resembling  the 
povisiooa  of  the  bill  lately  passed  ior  preventiog 
lateifiouiM  with  the  enemy.] 

Mr*  FiSK,  of  Vermont,  moved  that  the  biU  be 
lead  a  thi^d  time. 

Mr.  Stockton  moved  tihat  the  biil  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  warm  debate  in  the 
course  of  whien  Messrs.  Stookton,  William 
Bako»  QnoffvMioA,  and  SeaFrETt  advooated  the 
motioBi  aod  Messrs*  Fiak  of  Vermoat,  GLbba, 
Wriobt,  Sppbs,  ALBTOifi  and  Nbotoh,  op- 
posed it. 

▲t  this  stage  of  the  debale--on  motion  of  Mr. 
JoBimoN.  of  Kaatttokj,  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  lie 
•b  the  table^  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill  filing 
tka  Military  Peace  Estabiishmeai* 

MILITART  PEACE  ESTABU8HMENT. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  '-fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States^"  wete  read. 

The  first  section  of  the  said  bill,  as  passed  by 
this  House,  b  as  follows : 

jBs  U  enaettd,  4re^  That  the  Military  Peace  Estah- 
iialimjint  of  tho  United  Statea  shall  conaast  of  aach 
proportions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  not  ex- 
oeeding  in  the  whole  six  thonaand  men,  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statea  shall  judge  proper,  and  diat 
the  Com  of  Engineers,  as  at  present  established,  be 
retained. 

The  Senate  propose  to  amend  the  said  first 
section  by  striking  out  the  word  "  peace,"  and  by 
strihinff  out  the  word  "six,"  and  inserting  the 
word  *' fifteen* 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  said  amend- 1 
meats  was  called  for,  when  the  question  was 
takea  on  tbat  part  of  the  said  amendments  which  | 


S reposes  to  strike  out  the  w\>rd  "  peace,"  and  was 
etermined  in  the  negative— yeas  33.  nays  86,  as 
follows: 

YsAs — MoMrs.  Anderson,  Bard,  Calhoun,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  DuTall,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosve- 
nor,  Hanaon,  Hasbroack,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Irwin, 
Kerahaw,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  Moore,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Pleasants,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Seybert,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Wilaon  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Bines, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Cham- 
pion, CUley,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Coojper, 
Cronch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ely,  Eppea,  Far- 
row, Franklin,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Gddsborough,  €h)od- 
wyn.  Hale,  Hall,  Hania,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hnnger- 
ford, Hulbert,  Jackaon  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackaon  of 
Virginia,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York»  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kmg  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Leffsrts,  Lovett,  Lylc;,  Ma«on,  Mos^ 
ley.  Nelson,  Oimsby,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  John 
Reed,  Williaan  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ruggles.  Sage^  Schnre- 
man, Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stanford,  StodUon,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart,  TannehiU,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Wheaton,  White,  WiJcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  % 
Maaaachusetts,  and  Wright 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
that  part  of  the  said  amendments  which  proposes 
to  strike  out  the  word  ''six.''  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  ''fifteen,''  and  was  also  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  100,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bard,  Duvall,  Findley, 
Fiak  of  New  Yori^,  Forsyth,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Groe- 
venor,  Hanson»  Hawkins,  Irwin,  Kershaw^  Newton, 
OaUey,  Ringgold,  Seybert,  and  Wilaon  of  Fennsyl* 
vania. 


NAva— Messrs.  Alexanderi  Alston,  Aveiy,  ^ww^ 
Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Bines, 
Bradbury,  Bnghain,  Brown,  Caperinn,  Calhoun,  Can** 
nott,  Champien,  Cilley,  Cloptan,  Comstock,  CasdieC, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Cmwfi»d,  Craighton,  Cronch,  Culpfspss, 
Qathbearl,  Beaha,  Ely,  Bpyea,  Fairowi  Fisk  of  V«r^ 
mont,  Franklin,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Goldshoroogh» 
Goodwyn,  Halo,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbronck»  Hawes, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerlbrd,  Hulbert,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Jadcson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lov- 
ett, Lowndesi  LyW  Macon,  McCoy,  Moore,  Moseley, 
Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickering^  Piper,  Pitkin,  I^easants, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage, 
Schnreman,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stanlbrd, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Sturgea,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Udiree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasachusetto,  Wheaton, 
White,  WUcoz,  WUIiams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  residue  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  said  bill  were  then  again  read,  and  disa- 
greed to  by  the  House. 

Friuat,  March  3. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Humphreys,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the 
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farther  consideration  of  all  matters  and  thiDga 
referred  to  them  during  the  present  session,  upon 
which  they  hare  not  reported. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  disa- 
'  greed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  fixing  the  Mil- 
itary Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States." 

Tne  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  notifying  that  they  insist  on 
their  amendmento  to  the  bill  fixinc  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States:  where- 
upon— 

Retolvedy  That  this  House  insist  on  their  disa- 
peement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  ask  a  eon- 
ference  upon  the  subject-matter  thereof. 

Ordered^  That  Bir.  Tbodp,  Mr.  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Stuabt,  be  the  managers  at 
the  said  conference,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  pro- 
vide a  library  room,  and  for  transporting  the 
library  lately  purchased."  The  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  making  additional  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  vear  1815.  The  bill 
^  was  reported  with  an  amenument  thereto,  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  tne  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  in  valid  pensioners,"  with  amend- 
ments. The  amendments,  were  read,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  for  horses 
lost  in  the  public  service  in  the  Northwestern 
army,  and  in  the  campaigns  under  Generals  Jack- 
son and  Floyd,  in  the  present  war,  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  'Uo  allow  a  draw- 
back on  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  on  certain 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured, 
within  the  United  States,  on  the  exportation 
thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,"  was  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  ves- 
sels captured  on  Lake  Champlain,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  and  was  subse- 
quently read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  having  been  called  up — 

Mr.  Yancey  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  indefinitely,  on  the  ground 
of  want  of  time  duly  to  act  on  the  subject. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Qoldsbo- 
ROUGH  and  Mr.  Pitkin,  but  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  on  condi- 
tion that  reciprocal  measures  are  adopted  by  for- 
eign Qovernments.  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  witnout  debate,  and  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  tliird  reading,  and 
was  read  a  third  time,  passed  by  unanimous  vote, 
and  returned  to  the  Senate. 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy  to  appoint  clerks,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  waa  ae- 
cordingly[  read  a  third  timej  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  ascertaining  and  sur* 
veying  the  boundary  lines  fixed  by  the  treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
the  bill  concerning  the  Navy  Establishment ;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd;  the  biii  for 
the  relief  of  the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Cooi- 
pany,  passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole, 
and  were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  aeeiiii^ 
of  Congress  having  been  called  for^ 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  that  the  further  eonaidera- 
tion  of  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New 
York,  who  enumerated  the  advantages  to  arise 
from  an  early  session,  and  the  propriety  of  Coa- 
ffress  fixing  the  dav,  rather  than  that  they  ahoold 
be  called  together  by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  support  of 
the  motion,  and  stated  his  belief  that  an  extra 
session  would  not  in  any  event  be  necessary.  He 
expressed  his  hope  that  Congress,  as  well  as  the 
people,  might  be  permitted  to  enjoy  a  little  peace. 

Mr.  Nelson  supported  his  motion  on  the 
grounds  of  the  total  absence  of  a  neeessitj  for 
an  extra  session,  and  that  their  eonstitn en Cs  ought 
not  to  be  taxed  for  such  an  object  unnecessari/y. 

Other  gentlemen  also  spoke  against  as  well  as 
in  favor  of  the  motion  for  postponement;  whteh 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  in- 
definitely postponed. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  an  ap- 
propriation for  completing  the  public  buildings  at 
West  Point  for  the  Military  Academy,  being-  be- 
fore a  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  Troup  moved  to  add  thereto  two  other 
sections,  to  stand  as  first  and  second  sections, 
contemplating  the  establishment  of  twe  corps  ot 
engineers,  precisely  of  the  same  character,  num- 
ber, dbc,  as  the  present  corps  of  engineers,  each 
of  which  to  be  stationed  at  points  to  be  desig- 
nated by  the  President  for  the  location  of  two 
military  academies. 

Mr.  FisE,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment as  beiuff  too  important  to  be  decided  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  and  because  not  neces- 
sarily connected  with  the  present  bill.  He  stared 
several  objections  to  the  amendment,  which  at 
once  occurred  to  him. 

To  these  objections  Mr.  Troup  replied^  and 
enforced  the  expediency  of  the  amendment  \  and 
he  contended  that  a  more  favorable  opportunity 
for  the  attainment  of  such  an  object  eould  not 
again  occur. 

Mr.  Yancbt  opposed  the  amendment,  and  ex- 
pressed no  great  friendship  for  the  bill.  His  pnn- 
cipal  objection  was  not  to  the  establishment  of 
other  schools,  but  that  Congress  ought  to  fix  the 
location  of  these  other  schools. 

Mr.  Taylor  also  opposed  the  amendment, 
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which,  be  said,  inttetd  of  patting  a  graft  apon  a 
tree,  was  patting  a  tree  upon  the  graft.  He  was 
onljr  opposed  to  the  ameadaient  from  the  diffi- 
ealtjr  wnich  would  attend  the  adoption  of  such  a 
proTision  in  both  Houses  at  this  period  of  the 
session. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
joritf ;  and  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Yanobt  moved  to  postpone  indefinitely 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill ;  whieh  mo- 
tion WAS  opposed  by  Mr.  Fi8K,of  New  York,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Alston,  bat  was  negatived  by 
a  large  majority. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  and  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Seaohed^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Hoose  be  pre- 
sented to  Lakodoit  Chxvxs,  in  testimony  of  their  ap- 
probation of  his  conduct  in  discharge  of  the  arduous 
and  important  duties  assigned  him  whilat  in  the  Chair. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to ;  and 
this  vote  having  been  announced,  the  Speaker 
%  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

**  OxiTTLxxxir :  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  honor  yon 
have  done  me  by  your  vote ;  but  I  am  mneh  more 
deeply  affected  by  the  kindness  of  which  it  is  an  en- 
dence— a  kindness  which  has  been  uniform,  and  which 
alone  conld  hare  sustained  me  in  times  and  under 
circumstances  of  such  unusual  difficulty  and  embar- 
Tassment  as  those  in  which  we  have  acted  together. 
Almost  the  only  qualification  with  which  I  took  the 
Chair  was  a  determination  faithfully,  impartially,  and 
independently  to  do  my  dntv ;  almost  the  only  merit 
whi<m  I  have  been  authorised  to  claim,  while  in  it,  has 
been  that  of  a  xealous  endeavor  to  execute  that  deter- 
mination. But  yon,  in  the  partiality  of  your  kindness, 
have  bestowed  on  these  poor  pretensions  the  highest 
ezeellenoB.  Real  gratitude,  gentlemen,  is  not  eloquent ; 
I  can  only  say  I  thank  you — afbetionately  and  un- 
ingnedly  I  thank  yon  I  May  Ood  bless  you  all,  and 
restore  yon  medily  and  happily  to  your  fiunilies  and 
your  homes  \^ 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  PiOKERiMG  submitted  the  following  propo- 
sitions of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Reaohedf  by  tke  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreaenta-^ 
Hvei  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congreu  os- 
sembied,  two-ihMe  of  hotk  Houeea  eoneurring  there- 
in. That  the  following  articles  be  proposed  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  seTcral  States,  as  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  each  of  which, 
when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  of 
the  several  States,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  ss  part  of  the  said  Constitution : 

Akticls  L  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  States,  which  msy 
be  induded  within  this  Union,  according  to  their  re- 
spective number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound 
to  serve  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed,  and  ail  other  persons. 

Abt.  8.  No  new  State  shall  be  admitted  into  the 


Union  by  Congnas,  in  virtue  of  the  power  granted 
by  the  Constitution,  without  the  concurrence  of  two> 
thirds  of  both  Houses. 

Abt.  8.  Congress  shall  not  have  power  to  lay  any 
embargo  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  dtixens  of  the 
United  States  in  die  ports  or  harbors  thereof  for  more 
than  sixty  days. 

Abt.  4.  Congress  shall  not  have  power,  without  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses,  to  interdicl 
the  commercisl  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  any  foreign  nation,  or  the  dependendes  thereof 

Akt.  6.  Congress  shall  not  make  or  declare  war,  or 
authorise  acts  of  hostility,  against  any  foreign  nation, 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  bo&  Houses, 
except  such  acts  of  hostility  be  in  defence  of  the  Ter- 
ritories ef  the  United  States,  when  acti^ally  invaded. 

A»T.  6.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  natural- 
ised shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  or 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  nor 
capable  of  holding  any  dvil  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

Abt.  7.  The  same  penon  shall  not  be  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes  a  second  time ;  nor  shall 
the  President  be  elected  from  the  same  State  two 
terms  in  snccesnon. 

COLLECTION  OP  DUTDSa 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  further  seea* 
rity  of  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage. 

Mr.  PiTKfN  moved  that  the  Hoqse  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day.  Negatived— 55 
to  40. 

The  question  to  postpone  the  said  bill  indefi- 
nitely beinc[  then  again  stated — 

The  motion  was  supported  be  Mr.  William 
Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  to  whom  Mr.  Fias,  of 
New  York  replied. 

Mr.  Barnbtt  then  observing  that  this  was  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  and  that  he  found  gentle- 
men were  again  comraencing  discussion  on  this 
question,  required  the  previous  question. 

This  call  was  supported  by  the  House,  by  a 
vote  of  57  to  42. 

The  Spbaker  being  about  to  put  the  previous 
question  in  the  usual  form — 

Mr.  SHBrpET  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table,  and  thereon  required  the  yeas  and  nays } 
which  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — For 
laying  it  on  the  table  47,  against  it  65,  as  foUowsc 

TxAs — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Cilley,  Cloptan,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Parrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Groevenory 
Hale,  Hnngeiibrd,  Huiberty  Kent  of  Maryland,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oak* 
ley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  William  Reed, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  SheffiBy,  Sherwoody 
Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson^  Aveiy, 
Bametty  Bines,  Broirn,  Burwell,  Cannon,  Clendenin, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cronch, 
Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylv'a,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes» 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Oholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hopkms  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Irwui^ 
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Mttwon  of  Kmtvcky,  Kenoedr,  Kmt,  KUboarOv  L«f* 
fM»,  Lowmiw,  Ljle,  MeCoy,  MoKim,  Moora^  Newton, 
Ormiby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper»  PiMMnto,  Rkea  of 
TenaoMee,  Rieb,  Roane,  RobertK>ii,  Sagv,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Smth  of  PennqH^onia*  Smith  of  Yirgmift, 
Strong,  TaaiMhilt,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udioe,  Wileon  of 
Peaiiayhama,  and  Tanoey. 

The  previous  question  was  then  taken,  in  the 
uauai  form,  to  wit:  Shall  the  mail)  question  be 
now  pot?  and  passed  in  the  aflLrina.tive-^yeaa  66, 
nays  43. 

The  said  main  quieatlon  was  thein  taken,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  biU  be  read  a  third  time  1  aoa  pasaed 
ia  the  affirmatire — yeas  66,  nays  48,  aa  follows: 

TsM^^Biaasn.  Alex«ndeF,  Alston,  Andenon,  Av»> 
9f,  Bamett,  Binea,  Bronrn,  BurweD,  Butler,  Calfaoon, 
Glendenin,  Conatock,  Condiet,  Crawford,  Greighton, 
CsDUch,  CoiUMrt,  Dai^  of  Pennsylirania,  Deaha, 
Dnvatt,  Eppea,  Piak  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  N.  Y.,  GM- 
aon,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  HaU,  Harria,  Hae- 
bmnck,  Hawea,  Hubbaid,  Hnmpfareya,  Irwin,  Johnson 
olXentncky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mnryland,  Ken^  Ker- 
dnw,  Lefferfesy-Lyle,  MoCoy,  MoKim,  Monlgomeiy, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Onnaby,  Parker,  Pii^ana,  Piper,  Fhif 
annts,  RheaofTennessee^  Richi  Roane,  Robertaon,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir* 
ginia.  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylo^  Troup,  Udree,  Wil- 
fl»  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Meaara.  Baylies  of  Masaaohuaette,  Bigekmb 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cilley,  Cloptpn,  Oqm, 
Cnlpeper.  Davenport,  Bly,  Farrow,  Gaaton,  Oeddea, 
ChroBveaox^  Hi^,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hungerfbrd, 
Hulbert,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Mose- 
Jot,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Peaxaon,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Rugglea,  Schureman,  Shei&y, 
Sherwood,  Siaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
Stod^ton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Yoae,  Werd  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  when 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  KiitJO,  of  Massachur 
setts,  to  recommit  the  bill  for  amendment,  which 
was  negatived.  The  question  was  then  uken, 
Shall  the  bill  pass?  and  decided  in  the  affi^rma- 
tive. 

MILITARY  PBACS  ESTABLjE^HMSNT. 

Mr.  Troup^  from  the  maiMigers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  at  the  conlMreoee,  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
Hients  depending  to  the  bill  "fixing  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States,"  re- 
porttri  the  fottowiag  mAdifiea^ioni;: 

Th»t  the  Senate  veeede  fyom  the  iiiat  amenApent 
pseposed  ta  the*  bill ; 


Thaitin  Ibn  of  the  aeeond  auMndmenl  ppapesed,  the 
Senate  aftee  to  flsbetitnla  th«  vnurd  « ten.''  for.  tka 
1<«  fifteen;' 


tp^  snbetitule  the  word  «ten,''  for  the 


That  the  Houso  of  BepresentatiTes  leoede  from  thehr 
disagreement  to  all  the  ciher  amendmenla  ptopoeed  by 
the  Senate. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mod- 
ifications. 

Mr.  RoBJ5]iT80«  said,  that  he  hoped  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  coiiferenee  would  be  agreed 
to.  He  had  voted  against  the  reduction  of  the 
Ajrmir  to  six  thousancu  He  was  now  prepared  to 
4«ft«tiQn  SI  much  Iwsgn  force,    Cucumstaa«es 


had  occmrred  which  jirodneed  eoosideraUe  < 
on  his  opinions.  A  report  had  been  alluded  to 
in  debate,  which  merited  much  consideralioo.  It 
18  said  that  the  Floridas  had  been  ceded  br  S|iaiii 
to  Britain.  Britain  had  rery  formally  pfocestcyi 
against  our  taking  possession  of  a  part  of  the 
country  denominated  West  Florida.  He  had  no 
doubt,  from  information  recently  received,  that 
an  attack  was  about  to  be  made  on  Mobila  The 
enemy  were  building  barges  on  board  their  Heec, 
evidently  with  a  view  to  continue  the  cooilfet. 
He  bad  no  apprehension  of  their  again  viaiitog' 
New  Orleans ;  they  would  not  soon,  they  woala 
never,  make  another  attempt  upon  that  city«  He 
believed  Mobile  was  the  object ;  they  woidd  be 
desirous  of  doing  something  to  break  their  fall ; 
to  retrieve  the  expedition  from  utter  disgrace.  It 
is  by  no  noeans  oleaA  that  a  knowledge  of  the 
treaty  would  arrest  their  designs.  He  had  no 
confidence  in  the  good  faith  of  England.  He 
believed  that  war  still  raged  in  the  Souths  He 
bad  said,  that  notwithstanding  the  treaty,  it  was 
prabable  an  effort  would  be  made  to  seize  on  West 
Florida.  He  entertained  another  opinion  which 
he  would  express;  he  believed,  that,  had  the  En- 
elish  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  New  Or- 
leans, they  would  not  have  given  it  up;  but  ibey 
would  have  found  o»t  some  pretext  Ibr  holding 
it.  Why  was  the  acquisition  of  Loaisiaaa  iaifo- 
dvced  into  discussion  at  GHieot?  What  coaaejc* 
ion  had  that  subject  with  any  question  or coa- 
troversy  between  the  United  States  and  Enebndt 
It  bad  reached  us  through  various  chanmeK,  that 
all  officers  necessary  for  the  civil  goveinmeat  of 
the  couotrv  had  accompanied  the  grand  expedi- 
tion^ Pechap&  it  might  turn  out,  on  explaAatioA, 
that  i^any  important  steps  with  a  viev  |p.  eoa- 
qjMst  and  panoanfi^i^  oacupaMoa,  M^  ko»B  takea 
after  the  detiHwaaUon  to.  sign,  tha  tceatfr  had 
been  foriaed. 

Under  pjeeeenicifdUBstanne^  ihoi^hheeflUeco 
a  large  at  my  in  time  of  peace,  he  was  himself 
di^oscd  to  retain  a  larger  force  than  tea  ihpo- 
saad  meo;  but:  he  maa»  earnestly  he^  ii  weald 
not  be  reduced  below  that  number. 

Tl^e  question  was  tflsen  to  eppetir  io  kke  sec- 
ond modification,  to  wit :  That  the  Military  Peace 
Establishmeot  shall  consist  of  "ten"  thousand 
men.  instead  of  "fifteen"  thousand,  aa  proposed 
by  the  Senate;  and  it  passed  in  the  afllrmaiive— 
yeas  70,  nays  38^  as  follows: 

YaitSTP-^Hssara.  ALbxmi^sz,  AlsMin»  AndeaMo,  Ave- 
ry, JEUuett,  Binas,  Bovren«  Calhoun^  Cle&daiun,  Ciop- 
toB,  Gomstock,  Crawford,  QwMtou,  Gnlfeptic,  Cathr 
bert,  DuTall,  £pp«i,  Fiadley,  F^k  of  Vaswont,  Fiak  of 
New  York,  Fonyth,  Fmnklia,  Ghqlson,  Goodi^FiW 
Gourdia,  (iiimn^  GroKsanor,  Hall,  Hawas.  Ha«ku% 
Hopkins  of  Kantocky,  Hubbard,  Hua^hr^  Jackaoa 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kantuckj.  Kaaaady,  Kaatof 
Mainrland.  Kon^  Kaohaw,  King  of  North  CasoEna, 
Lafierts,  Lowndaa»  Lyla,  McGoy,  McKim,  Moalgoiaa- 
nr,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pickana,  Pipar,  Pleasant^ 
fibea  of  Tennassae,  Rich,  Binggold,  Boan^  Bobartsoa, 
Saga,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Penosylvai^  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Stuart,  Taaaahill,  Tayk>^  TaUait,Troap» 
Wilson  o|  P^^msylvania,  Winter,  and  Yaaoey. 
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N^Y*— Meanpi.  Burlies  of  MaMMshuefltto,  BnObarj, 
Brighaniy  Burweil,  Caperton»  Cannon,  Cillej,  Ooac, 
]>avenp<»t,  Dealut  Ely,  Farrow,  Oaaton,  Gaddea,  Har- 
tia.  Hung erlbrd,King  of  Maaaacbnaetta,  LoYett,  Macon, 
Onnabyy  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Rug- 
glea,  Bdiorefflan,  Sha^p,  8tieflej,  Sherwood,  Sunford, 
8to<^ton,  Sturgea,  Taggart,  Toae,  Ward  of  Maaaachtt- 
Mtta,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Maaaachutetts. 

The  aaesdoD  was  then  taken,  that  the  House 
recede  irom  their  disagreement  to  so  much  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  as  proposes  to  strike 
out  a  part  of  the  dth  and  the  whole  of  the  7th 
and  8th  sections  of  the  bill,  being  that  oart  thereof 
-wbiek  allows  donations  in  land  to  di&baaded  offi- 
cers and  aoldiars,a8  is  proposed  in  the  third  mod- 
ifieation  racommended  by  the  conferee*;  and 
passed  m  \he  affiriaative— yeas  57,  nays  55,  as 
f oQoits : 

TsAS— Meaan.  Aleitender,  AkUm,  Bamett,  Bayliaa 
of  Maaaaehnsella^  Bigelow,  Btnea,  Bvadbaiy,  BriglMa, 
BuTweUy  Oaperton»  Oannon,  Champion,  CUley,  Clof^ 
ion,  Cox,  OvawAml,  Gotfabert,  Bly,  Gaaton,  Oeddea, 
Ghriilte,  Hale,  HaU,  Hopkina  of  Kentnclv,  finbbaid» 
Hmnpbr^a,  Hnlbett,  Kilig  of  Maaaacbaaetta,  Law, 
ItOvett,  McCoy,  Montgomftfy,  Moaeley,  Ormaby,  Peai^ 
MB,  Pickarhig,  nper,  Pitkin,  John  Read,  Rugglea, 
SelMiMiian,  Bheflby,  Sherwood,  Stanlbxd,  Stodcton, 
Semgea,  Taggait,  Taimehill,  Taylor,  Voaa,  Ward  of 
Kaaaadinaatia,  Whoaton,  Wiula,  Wfltox,  Wiben  of 
MMMchoaecu,' Wintar,  and  Yascey. 

NAxa — Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Bowen,  CaKiOim, 
Comatook,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Pennaylva- 
nia,  Desha,  Duvall,  Bppea,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hnngeribrd,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky, 
Kennedy,  Kant  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Leflerta,  Lowndes,  Maoon,  MeKhn, 
Moore,  Nelson,  Kewton,  Pickens,  I^easants,  Rhea  of 
Teaneasee,  Ridi,  Ringgeld,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sharp,  SmHh  of  FeaasyNania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Strong,  Tel&ir,  Troap,  Udiae,  and  Wilson  of  Penn- 
ey Irania. 

The  question  Iras  then  taken  to  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  remdoe  of  the  amend- 
menls  of  the  Senate,  as  proposed  in  the  third 
■lOdifeaiiOQ  recoOHDendea  by  thecaofiereea ;  aad 
paaaed  in  the  affirmative. 

CLOSING  BUSUiTESS. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infof  med  the  Hoi»e 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  *'  to  rest  more 
eftetually  in  the  State  Coartsaod  in  the  Drstrict 
Courts  or  the  Uttlted  States  jarisdietion  in  the 
eases  therein  mentioned,^' with  an  ametidmeatj 
in  which  they  ask  the  concorrenceof  this  Houses 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the 
fioQse. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  have  paased  the  bill  entitled  ^An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property  lest, 
eaptared,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  militaiY  serfiae  of  the  United  States,"  with 
•mendmeata. 

The  aneadmania  were  read ;  and  a  motion  was 


made  by  Mr.  Fiac,  of  New  York,  that  the  bill 
be  postponed  indefinitely;  which  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

The  amendments  were  then  in  part  concurred 
in,  and  in  piart  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  therelref  of  sun- 
dry persons  in  the  senrice  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  their  tools 
by  fire  at  the  Navy  Yard."  The  bill  was  report- 
ed without  amendment,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "makingap- 
propriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Estab*^ 
lishment  for  the  year  1815,"  with  amendments ; 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
said  amendments,  agreed  to  the  same ;  and  they 
were  concurred  in  bv  the  Hoase. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, "  to  authorioe  the  settlement  and  paya»ent  of 
certain  claims  for  the  services  of  the  militia,"  be- 
ing called,  Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  discharge  the 
CometitCee  of  the  Whole  from  the  said  bill,  arnd 
to  refer  the  saase  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  with 
Instvuetiotos  to  report  at  tlie  aett  session  of  Ca>n*' 
gresB  the  amount  aad  description  of  elalms  for 
which  it  provides,  and  the  grounds  upon  whicfi 
payment  has  been  refused  by  the  United  States. 

A  division  of  the  qaestion  on  this  said  motion 
was  celled  for ;  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
KuBA,  of  Tennessee,  the  bill,  together  with  the 
remaining  memher  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
FoRBYTB,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbaep,  a  committee  wasap- 
pointed,  jointly,  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed 

5r  the  Senate,  to  wait  ttpoQ  the  President  of  the 
nited  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  fwo 
Houses  are  now  ready  to  adjouro)  and  desfre  to 
iraowwfaetber  he-bas  any  funhercommuwiaaitiott 
to  make  t»  them  during  the  {ires^t  sesaion. 

Mr.  Sharp,  from  the  joint  commttlee  a^j^potlktdl 
to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  of  (he-approaching  recess  of  Geo^ 
gress,  reported  that  they  bad  perforowd  that  duty, 
and  that  the  President  answered  that  he  had  no 
further  communication  to  make  to  Congress  at 
the  present  sessioB. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  Legistatfiw 
business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to  adjoura. 

Oird^teiy  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate,  to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  com* 
pleted  the  business  before  them,  ar^also  ready  U> 
adjourn ;  aad  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the  said 
message. 

The  Clerk  having  went  with  the  said  message, 
and  being  returned,  the  Spbakbr  adjourned  the 
House  nne  die. 
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(}fiuch  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Bepresenia- 
lives,  at  the  Third  Session  of  the  Thirteenth 
Congress,  <is,  pending  their  consideration,  were 
ordered  to  he  Kept  secret,  but,  respecting  which, 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  was  afterwards  taken 
off  by  order  of  the  House, 

Thorsdat,  February  23, 1815. 
The  confidential  Message  of  the  President  of 
THE  United  States,  communicated  on  this  day, 
was  then  taken  up,  and  read,  as  follows,  viz : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representative*  of  the  United  States.- 
Congress  will  have  seen,  bj  the  communication  from 
the  Consul  General  of  the  United  States,  at  Algiers, 
laid  before  them  on  the  17th  of  November,  1812,  the 
hostile  proceedings  of  the  Dej  against  that  function- 
arf .  These  have  been  followed  by  acts  of  more  overt 
and  direct  warfare  against  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  trading  in  the  Mediterranean ;  some  of  whom 
are  still  detained  in  captivity,  notwithstanding  the  at- 
tempts which  hilve  been  made  to  ransom  ihem,  and 
are  treated  with  the  rigor  usual  on  die  coast  of  Bar* 

The  considerations  which  rendered  it  uhneoessaiy 
and  unimportant  to  commence  hostile  operations  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  being  now  terminated 
by  the  peace  with  Great  Britain,  which  opens  the 
prospect  of  an  active  and  valuable  trade  of  their  citizens 
within  the  range  of  the  Algerine  cruisers,  I  reconunend 
to  Congress  the  expediency  of  an  act  declaring  the  ex- 
istence of  a  state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Dey  of  Algiers ;  and  of  such  provisions  as  may  be 
requisite  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  it  to  a  success- 
ftil  issue. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washisotoit,  Feb.  23,  1815. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  communication  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Wright  then  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Reaohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
be  instructed  to  inquire  of  the  President  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Dey  of  Algiers  for  his  conduct  towards 
Hie  United  States. 

And  the  question  bein^  taken,  ''Will  the  House 
BOW  consider  the  resolution  1"  it  was  determined 
ia  the  negatire. 

Friday,  February  24. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
BpClations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  President's 
Message  of  yesterday,  reported  *'  a  bill  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Algerine  cruisers;"  which  was  twice 
read.  , 

Mr.  Gaston  then  mored  to  commit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  with  in- 
stractions  "  to  inc^uire  into  and  report,  in  detail, 
the  facts  upon  which  the  measure  contemplated 
by  the  bill  is  predicated." 

Mr.  Hall  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely; and,  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 


it  was  determined  in  the  negmtive— yeaa  31,  oays 
108,  as  follows : 

TxAs — Messrs.  Alston,  Avenr,  Butler,  Comstockt 
Crawford,  Crouch,  Davis  of  rennsylvania.  Griffin^ 
Hall,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lyie,  Pearson,  Piper,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Penn^lvania,  Stanford, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Wheaton,  Williams,  and  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bay- 
lies of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Bines,  Bowen,  Boyd, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Condict,  Cooper,  Creigh- 
ton,  Culpeper,  Cuthb«rt,  Davenport,  Dedia,  Duvall, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vennont,  Fiak  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddss,  Qfaol- 
son,  Goldsborough,  Gonidin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Haixis, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hnl- 
bert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Maasa- 
chusetts.  Law,  Lefferts,  Loret^  Lowndes,  Macon,  Mar- 
kell,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Piduring,  Pickena,  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Toi- 
nessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  RobertaoSp  Buggies, 
Sage,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Sharp,  SheiEij,  Sherwood^ 
Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  yiigiaia»  StJ€fcicin» 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  TeUair,  ThooiMn,  Troop, 
Udree,  Voee,  Ward  of  Massachnsett^  Wiile,  WOoox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  Wiighl, 
and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Hall  then  mored  to  amend  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Gaston,  by  striking  out  the  words  *  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,"  and  inserting,  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words  "  a  select  committee;"  and, 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Hawkins  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  until  Monday  next; 
which  was  determined  in  the  negatire. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ameing  to 
Mr.  Gaston's  motion,  as  amended,  and  passed  ia 
the  affirmative — yeas  79,  nays  42,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massadmsetts, 
Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler, 
Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Clllej,  Clopton,  Con- 
dict, Cooper,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dssha, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findlev,  Fisk  of  Yer^ 
mont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gaston,  Goldiborough,  Gros- 
venor.  Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson, 
Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  ^ng  of  Massadiusetta,  Law,  Lef- 
ferts, llovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKim,  Moore,  Mose- 
ley, Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Beybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  SUyinakBr, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taylor,  Yose,  Ward  of 
MassachusctU,  Wheaton,  MThite,  Wilcox,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avny,  Bsi^ 
hour.  Bines,  Calhoun,  Comstock,  Crouch,  CuddMorf, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  GK>odwyn,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jackson 
of  Yirginia,  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kennedy,  Lowndeib  Mc- 
Coy* McLean,  ^elson,  Newton,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Ren 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee^  Ringgold,  Boane, 
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RobOTtflOd,  8ftf0,  Shwp,  Smith  of  l^rgiaiat  Strong, 
Tannehill,  TcUkir,  Udree,  and  Tancey. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Gaston,  Fobstth, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Grosybnor,  Setbbrt, 
MoKiMi  and  Nbwton,  be  the  said  committee. 

Ti7E8DAT,  February  28. 

Mr.  Gaston,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  34th  instant,  the  bill 
for  ^the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  against  the  Algerine  croisers,"  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into,  and  report  in  detail, 
the  facts  upon  which  the  measure  contemplated 
by  the  bill  is  predicated,"  made  a  report  there- 
upon ;  which  was  read.  The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  oommittee  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  bill 
"  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Algerine  cmisen/'  with  instructions 
to  inquire  and  report,  in  detail,  the  fiicts  upon  which 
the  measure  contemplated  by  the  bill  is  predicated, 
report: 

That,  in  the  month  of  July,  1818,  the  Dey  of  Algieis 
taking  ollence,  or  pretending  to  take  oflencet  at  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  a  shipment  of  military  stores, 
made  by  the  United  States  in  punuanoe  of  tibie  stipu- 
lation in  the  Treaty  of  1796,  and,  reftising  to  receiTs 
the  stores,  extorted  firom  the  American  Consul  Gene- 
lal  at  Algieis,  by  threats  of  personal  imprisonment, 
and  oi  reducing  to  slaveiy  all  Americans  in  his  power, 
a  sum  of  money  claimed  as  arrearages  of  treaty  stipu- 
lations, and  denied  by  the  United  States  to  be  due ; 
and  then  compelled  the  Consul,  and  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States  at  Algiers,  abruptly  to  quit  his  do- 
minions. 

It  further  appears  to  the  committee,  that,  on  the 
85th  of  August  following,  the  American  brig  Edwin, 
of  Salem,  owned  by  Nathaniel  Silsbee  of  tiuit  place, 
while  on  a  Toyage  from  Malta  to  Gibraltar,  was  taken 
by  an  Algerine  corsair,  and  earned  into  Algiers  as 
priae.  The  commander  of  die  brig,  Captain  George 
UampbeU  Smith,  and  the  crew,  ten  in  number,  have 
ever  since  been  detained  in  capttTity,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  of  them,  whose  release  has  been  effected 
under  circumatanoee  not  indicating  any  change  of  hos- 
tile temper  on  the  part  of  the  Dey.  It  also  appears 
that  a  Teasel,  sailing  under  the  Spanish  flag,  has  been 
condemned  in  Algiers  as  laying  a  iidse  claim  to  that 
flag,  and  concealing  her  trae  American  character.  In 
this  TesMl  was  taken  a  Mr.  Pollard,  who  claims  to  be 
an  American  citizen,  and  is  believed  to  be  of  Norfolk, 
Yirginia,  and  who,  as  an  American  citizen,  is  kept  in 
captivity.  The  Government,  justly  soticitous  to  rdieve 
these  unfortunate  captives,  caused  an  agent  (whose 
connexion  with  the  Government  was  not  disclosed)  to 
be  sent  to  Algieri,  with  the  means,  and  with  instruc- 
tions to  effect  their  ransom,  if  it  could  be  done  at  a 
mice  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars  per  man. 
The  efibrt  did  not  succeed,  because  of  the  Dey's  avow- 
ed policy  to  increase  the  number  of  hii  American 
slares,  in  order  to  be  able  to  compel  a  renewal  of  hii 
Treaty  with  the  United  Sutes  on  terms  suited  to  his 
rapacihr.  Captain  Smith,  Mr.  Polhurd,  and  Uie  master 
of  the  Edwin,  are  not  confined,  nor  kept  at  hard  labor; 
but  the  rest  of  the  captirei  are  subjected  to  the  well 
known  horrors  of  Algerine  slaveiy.  The  committee 
have  not  been  apprized  of  any  other  specific  outrages 
upon  the  persons  or  property  of  American  citizens,  be- 


sides those  stated;  and  they  apprehend  that  the  fow- 
ness  of  these  is  attributable  to  the  want  of  opportunity, 
and  not  of  inclination  in  the  Dey,  to  prey  upon  our 
commerce,  and  to  enilave  our  citizens.  The  war  with 
Britain  has  hitherto  shut  the  Mediterranean  against 
American  vessels,  which  it  may  be  presumed  will  now 
shortly  venture  upon  it 

The  committee  are  all  of  opinion,  upon  the  evidence 
which  has  been  laid  before  them,  that  the  Dey  of  Al- 
giers consideri  his  Treaty  with  the  United  Stetes  as  at 
an  end,  and  is  waging  war  against  them.  The  evi- 
dence upon  which  this  opinion  is  founded,  and  from 
which  are  extracted  the  facts  above  sUted,  aceompap 
nies  this  report,  and  with  it  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  said  bill  being  then  amended,  by  prefixing 
the  following  preamble— 

''  Whereas  the  Dey  ai  Algiers,  on  the  coast  of  Bar^ 
bary,  has  commenced  a  predatory  warfitfe  against  the 
United  States," 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH  moTcd  further  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  word  *'  aforesaid," 
in  the  4th  line  of  the  second  section,  the  follow- 
ing words : 

^  If  the  Dey  of  Algiers  shall  not,  on  demand  by  an 
accredited  agent  of  the  United  States,  duly  suthorized 
for  that  purpose,  deliver  up,  without  delay,  all  Ameri- 
can citizens  who  may  be  detained  by  him  as  prisoners 
or  slaves,  and  return  to  a  state  of  amity  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  a  treaty  of  peace." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  m  the  negative— yeas  47,  nays  92,  la 
follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cil- 
ley,  Condict,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Geddfs,  Golds- 
borough,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  Hun- 
gerford,  Jackson^of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  ToriE, 
Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lovett,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Slaymaker,  Stanford^ 
Strong,  Stuart,  Stuigei^  Taggart,  Thompson,  Yose, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massaehusetts, 
and  Winter. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ato- 
nr,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Glopton,  Comstock,  Cox, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gaston,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Giosvenor,  Hall, 
Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Irwin,  Jack- 
son of  Yirginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts, 
Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea 'of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robert- 
son, Sage,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sher- 
wood, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Yirginia,  Stockton,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
fair, Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Williams* 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania*  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Stanford  then  moved  to  amend  the  same 
section,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  **  into,"  in  the 
7th  line,  the  word  ^^some,"  and  after  the  word 
''port,"  in  the  aame  line,  the  words  "of  the  Uni- 
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wA  8mx^ ;"  wliich  notion  wet  detf miaed  in  tiM 

Mr.  S.  tben  mored  to  amend  the  Mtne  eeetion, 
by  intertiog,  after  the  word  "of,"  in  the  tenth 
line,  the  word  "maritime;"  wbieh  was  also  deter- 
mined in  th^e  negative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  engrossing  the  bill, 
and  reading  it  a  third  time,  and  nassed  in  the 
affirmative-^yeas  9i,  nays  32,  as  follows  : 

TxA«— Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barboar,  Bay- 
lies of  Massachusetts,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradfaury,  B>iir^ 
waH,  Galhoon,  Camion,  Cham^n,  Clopton,  Condkt, 
Cox,  Creighton,  Cnthbert,  Desha,  Dnvslt,  Eppes,  Far- 
low,  Pmdley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  GholMn,  Goodwyn,  Gonr- 
din,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall*  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys^ 
Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Orms- 
by,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wm.  Reed, 
Rea  of  PennsyWania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ridi^  Ktng- 


goU,  Roane,  Robevtson,  Bnggiea» 

Sevier,  Seybert,  Qbarp,  8ke&y,  Bheiwood,  Bmkk  of 

New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  StocklOB,  Stoart,  Tan- 

nehill,  Taylor,  Tel£ur,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  Mm^ 

sachusetts,   Wilson  of    Pennsylvania,  Winter,  «od 

Yancey. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bard,  Btgelow,  Brigham,  Brawn, 
Caperton,  Cilley,  Constock,  Crouch,  BaTenpoit,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  £ly,Goldsborongh,  Hendenon,  Kuigy 
of  Msesaehnsetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Peanon,  Kck«riii^, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  PeiiBsyivmBai» 
Stanford,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompsea,  Vom^ 
Wheaton,  White,  Wikox,  and   Wilson  ef  ^' 


And  the  bill  haring  been  engrosaed,  wtts  read 
a  third  time,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  handa 
of  Mr.  Oastoii  and  Mr.  Forsyth. 

TnuRSDAT,  March  2. 
The  bill  "  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Algerine  erais- 
ers,''  was  returned  from  the  Senate,  they  haring 
passed  it  without  amendment.  Ajud  die  injmic- 
tion  of  secrecy  was  removed. 


APPENDII 


TO  THE  mSTORT  OF  THE  THIRTEBNTH  CONGRESS. 

[THIRD  SESSION.] 

COMPRtSINO  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 
GRE8S,  AND  THE  PUBUC  ACTS  PASSED  BT  IT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN— RETALIATION. 

rCommiuiicmted  to  Congreny  the  36th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1814.] 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Representatifoea  of  the  Vhited  Staia  .- 

I  transmit  to  Coogrest,  for  their  toformatfoD, 
oopiae  of  a  lectaf  from  Admiral  Cochrane,  €om- 
■aaoding  Hie  Britaonie  Majesty's  naval  forces  on 
the  American  station,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
wnh  bis  answer,  and  a  reply  from  Admiral  Coch- 
rane. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

SspTBMraR  26, 1814. 


Vice  Admirsl  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
HiB  Britannic  MAJsaTr'a  ship  tbb 

TONNANT,  PaTUZBNT  R|VBR« 

Augugt  18, 1814. 

Sir  :  Haying  been  eailed  upon  by  the  Governor 
Oaoerai  of  the  Canadas  to  aid  him  in  earryiog 
into  effect  measures  of  retaliation  against  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  for  the  waotoo 
destnictton  committed  by  their  army  in  Upper 
Canada,  it  has  become  imperiously  my  duty,  con- 
formably with  the  nature  of  the  Gk>vernor  Geo- 
eral's  application,  to  issoe  to  the  naval  force  un- 
dev  my  command,  an  order  to  destroy  aod  lay 
waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  coast  as 
may  be  found  assailable. 

1  had  hoped  that  this  contest  would  have  ter- 
minated without  my  being  obliffed  to  resort  to 
severities  which  are  contrary  to  tne  usage  of  civil- 
ized warfare,  and  as  it  has  been  with  extreme  re- 
loctance  and  concern  that  I  have  fouod  myself 
compelled  to  adopt  this  system  of  devastation,  I 
shall  be  equally  jnratified  if  the  conduct  of  the 
Bxecntive  of  the  United  States  will  authorize  my 
staying  such  proceedings,  by  making  reparation 
to  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada, 
thereby  manifesting  that,  if  the  destructive  mea- 
sures pursued  by  their  army  were  ever  sanctioned, 
they  will  no  longer  be  permitted  by  the  Govern- 
ment.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ALBX.  COCHRANE, 
Fice  Admtrol,  Commander^  ^ 

Hob.  Jambs  Monbob. 
13th  Con.  3d  Sbsb.— 41 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  Vice  Admi- 
ral, Stc 

Department  of  State, 

September  6, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yoar 
letter  of  the  18th  of  August^  suting  that,  having 
been  called  on  hy  the  Governor  General  of  the 
Canada*,  to  aid  him  in  carrying  into  effsct  meas- 
ures of  retaliation  against  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Suites  for  the  wanton  desolation  commit- 
ted by  their  army  in  Upper  Canada,  it  has  be- 
come your  duty,  conformably  with  the  natoce 
of  the  Gkivernor  General's  application,  to  issue 
to  the  naval  force  under  your  command  an 
order  to  destroy  and  lay  waste  such  towns  and 
districts  upoA  the  coast  as  may  be  found  assail- 
able. 

It  is  seen,  with  the  greatest  snrprise,  that  this 
syatem  of  devastation,  which  has  been  practised 
by  the  British  forces,  so  manifestly  contrary  to 
the  usage  of  civilized  warfare,  is  plaaed  by  yo« 
on  the  ground  of  retaliation.  No  sooner  were  the 
United  States  compelled  to  resort  to  war  against 
Great  Britain,  than  they  resolved  to  wage  it  in  a  i 
manner  mo9t  consonant  to  the  principles  of  hn- 
manity,  and  to  those  friendly  relations  which  tt 
was  desirable  to  preserve  between  the  two  na- 
tions aftec  the  restoration  of  peace.  They  per- 
ceived, however,  with  the  deapast  regret,  that  a 
apirit,  alike  just  and  hnmaae,  was  neither  ebef- 
ished  nor  acted  on  by  your  Government.  Sueh 
an  assertion  would  not  be  hazarded  if  it  was  not 
supported  by  facts,  the  proof  of  which  has,  per- 
haps, already  carried  the  same  conviction  to  ottier 
nations  that  it  has  to  the  people  of  these  States. 
Without  dwelling  on  the  deplorable  croeltias 
committed  by  the  savages  in  the  British  ranks, 
and  in  British  pay,  at  the  river  Raisin,  which,  to 
this  day,  has  never  been  disavowed  or  atoned  for, 
I  refer,  as  more  immediately  connected  with  the 
subject  of  your  letter,  to  the  wanton  desolation 
that  was  committed  at  Havre-de-Grace  and  at 
Georgetown,  early  in  the  Spring  of  1813.  These 
villages  were  burnt  and  ravaged  by  the  naval 
forces  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  ruin  of  their  un- 
armed inhabitants,  who  saw^  with  astonishment, 
that  they  derived  no  protection  to  their  property 
from  the  laws  of  war.    During  the  same  season^ 
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Beenes  of  inirasioD  and  pillage,  carried  od  under 
the  same  anthority,  were  witnessed  all  along  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  to  an  extent  inflictiog 
the  most  serious  private  distress,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances that  justified  the  suspicion  that  re- 
venge and  cupidity,,  rather  than  the  manly  mo- 
tives that  should  dictate  the  hostility  of  a  high- 
minded  foe,  led  to  their  perpetration.  The  late 
destruction  of  the  houses  of  the  Government  i a 
this  city  is  another  act  which  comes  necessarily 
into  view.  In  the  wars  of  modern  Europe,  no 
example  of  the  kind,  even  among  nations  the  most 
hostile  to  each  other,  can  be  traced.  In  the  conrse 
of  ten  years  past,  the  capitals  of  the  principal 
Powers  of  the  continent  of  Europe  have  been 
conquered,  and  occupied  alternately  by  the  victo- 
rious armies  of  each  other,  and  no  instance  of  such 
wanton  and  unjustifiable  destruction  has  been 
aeen.  We  must  go  back  to  distant  and  barbarous 
I  to  find  a  parallel  for  the  acts  of  which  I  corn- 


ages 
plaiE 


lain. 

Although  these  acts  of  desolation  invited,  if 
Chey  did  not  impose  on  the  Qovernment  the  ne- 
eeasity  of  retaliation,  yet  in  no  instance  has  it  been 
authorized. 

The  burning  of  the  village  of  Newark  in  Up- 
per Canada,  posterior  Co  the  early  outrages  above 
enumerated,  was  not  executed  on  that  principle. 
The  village  of  Newark  adjoined  Fort  Qeorge, 
and  its  destruction  was  justified  by  the  officers 
who  ordered  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  became  ne- 
cessary in  the  military  operations  there.  The 
act,  however,  was  disavowed  by  the  Government. 
The  burning  which  took  place  at  Ling  Point  was 
unauthorized  by  the  Government,  and  the  conduct 
of  the  officer  subjected  to  the  investigation  c^  a 
military  tribunal.  For  the  burning  at  St.  Da- 
rid's,  committed  by  stragglers,  the  officer  who 
commanded  in  that  quarter  was  dismissed,  with- 
out a  trial,  for  not  preventing  it. 

I  am  commanded  by  the  President  distinctly 
to  state,  that  it  as  little  comports  with  any  orders 
which  have  been  issued  to  the  military  and  na- 
ral  commanden  of  the  United  States,  as  it  does 
with  the  established  and  known  humanity  of  the 
American  nation,  to  pursue  a  system  which  it 
appears  you  have  adopted.  This  Government 
owes  it  to  itself,  to  the  principles  which  it  has 
ever  held  sacred,^ to  disavow,  as  justly  chargeable 
to  it,  any  such  wanton,  cruel,  and  unjustifiable 
warfare. 

Whatever  unauthorized  irregularities  may  have 
been  committed  by  any  of  its  troops,  it  would 
have  been  ready,  acting  on  these  principles  of 
aacred  and  eternal  obligation,  to  disavow,,  and,  as 
far  as  miffht  be  practicable,  to  repair.  Bot,  in 
the  plan  of  desolating  warfare  which  your  letter 
so  explicitly  makes  known,  and  which  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  excused  on  a  plea  so  utterly  groundless, 
the  President  perceives  a  spirit  of  deep-rooted 
hostility,  which,  without  the  evidence  of  such 
facts,  he  could  not  have  believed  existed,  or  would 
have  been  carried  to  such  an  extremity. 

For  the  reparation  of  injuries,  of  .whatever  na- 
ture they  mav  be,  not  sanctioned  by  the  law  of 
nations,  which  the  military  and  naval  force  of 


either  Power  may  have  committed  against  the 
other,  this  Government  will  always  be  ready  to 
enter  into  reciprocal  arrangements.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  your  Government  will  neither  ex- 
pect nor  propose  any  which  are  not  reciprocal. 

Shoula  jour  Government  adhere  to  a  systeoi 
of  desolation,  so  contrary  to  the  views  and  prac* 
tice  of  the  United  States,  so  revolting  to  hu- 
manity, and  repugnant  to  the  sentiments  and 
usages  of  the  civilized  world,  whilst  it  will  be 
seen  wjth  the  deepest  regret,  it  must  and  will  be 
met  with  a  determination  and  constancy  becom- 
ing a  free  people  contending  in  a  just  cause  for 
their  essential  rights  and  dearest  interests. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Soe. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Sir  Alexander  Cocbranb, 

Vice  Admiral^  (hmmander^  ^ 


Vice  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
His  Britannic  Majbsty's  ship 

TONNANT,  IN  TBB  GhEBAPEAKB, 

September  19,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoor  let- 
ter of  the  6th  instant  this  mominjf,  in  reply  to 
the  one  which  I  addressed  to  yoo  from  the  Pa- 
tuxent. 

As  I  have  no  authority  from  my  Govemiaeac 
to  enter  upon  any  kind  of  discussion  relative  to 
the  points  contained  in  your  letter,  I  have  only 
to  regret  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
hope  that  I  shall  be  authorized  to  recall  my  gen- 
eral order;  which  has  been  further  sanctioned  by 
a  subsequent  request  from  Lieutenant  General 
Sir  George  Prevost. 

A  copy  of  your  letter  will  this  day  be  forwarded 
by  me  to  Bngland,  and,  until  I  receive  instruc- 
tions from  my  Government,  the  measares  which 
I  have  adopted  must  be  persisted  in,  unless  rema- 
neration  be  made  to  the  inhabiunts  of  the  Cana- 
das  for  the  injuries  they  have  auatained  from  tiie 
outrages  committed  by  the  troofis  of  the  United 
States. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  dbc. 

ALBX.  COCHRANE, 
Vice  Admiral^  Commanderj  fc 

Hon.  Jambs  Monrob. 


OREAT  BRITAIK. 

[Commnnicated  to  Congress,  October  10th  and  14tht 

and  December  1, 1814.] 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

R^reeentativee  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  lav  before  Conffresa  communications  jast  re- 
ceived from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
States  charged  with  negotiating  peace  with  Grett 
Britain,  showing  the  conditions  on  which  a/oae 
that  Government  is  willing  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war. 

The  inatructions  to  those  Plenipoteotiaries, 
disclosing  the  grounds  on  which  they  were  aa- 
thorized  to  negotiate  and  oonclade  a  treaty  of 
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peace,  will  be  the  subject  of  anotbtfr  commani- 
catioD. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Wasbinoton,  October  10, 1814 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Bepreeentatioei  of  the  United  States  .* 
I  now  transmit  to  Congrest  copies  of  tbe  io- 
struetions  to  the  Pleoipoteatiaries  of  the  United 
States  char^fed  with  negotiating  a  peace  with 
Ckeat  Britaio,  as  referred  to  in  my  message  of 
the  lOch  insunt. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washinotoii,  October  14, 1814. 


To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Repreeentativesoftke  United  Statee  .- 

I  transmit  for  the  information  of  Congress  the 
communications  last  received  from  the  Ministers 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Ghent,  explaining  the  course  and  actual 
state  of  their  negotiations  with  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  Great  Britain. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Decembbb  1, 1814. 

Mr.  Monroe.  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Flenipoten* 

tiariesof  the  United  States  for  treating  of  peace  with 

Great  Britain. 

Department  or  State,  Aprit  15, 1813. 

Gentlemen  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  — —  ul« 
timo,to  receive  from  Mr.  Adams  two  letters,  one 
bearing  date  30th  September,  the  other  on  the 
17th  October  last,  communicating  the  overture 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  promote  peace  by 
his  friendly  mediation  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  On  the  day  following,  Mr. 
Daschkofl^  the  Russian  Minister,  made  a  similar 
communication  to  this  Department.  The  sub- 
ject has,  in  consequence,  been  duly  considered, 
and  I  have  now  to  make  known  to  you  the  result 

The  President  has  not  hesitated  to  accept  the 
mediation  of  Russia,  and  he  indulges  a  strong 
hope  that  it  will  proauce  the  desired  effect.  It  is 
not  known  that  Great  Britain  has  acceded  to  the 

Sroposition,  but  it  is  presumed  that  she  will  not 
ecline  it.  The  President  thought  it  improper 
to  postpone  his  decision  until  he  should  hear  of 
that  of^the  British  Government.  Sincerely  de- 
sirous of  peace,  he  has  been  willing  to  avail  him- 
self of  every  op{K>rtunity  which  might  tend  to 
promote  it,  on  just  and  honorable  conditions, 
and  in  accepting  this  overture  he  has  been  par- 
ticularly gratified  to  evince,  by  the  manner  of  it, 
the  distinguished  consideration  which  the  United 
States  entertain  for  the  Emperor  Alexander. 
Should  the  British  Government  accept  the  medi- 
ation, the  negotiation  to  which  it  leads  will  be 
held  at  St.  Petersburg.  The  President  commits 
it  to  you,  for  which  a  commission  is  enclosed, 
and  he  has  appointed  Mr.  Harris  secretary  of  the 
mission. 

The  impressment  of  our  seamen  and  illegal 
blockades,  as  exemplified  more  particularly  in  the 
Orders  in  Council,  were  the  principal  causes  of 


the  war.  Had  not  Great  Britain  persevered  ob- 
stinately in  the  violation  of  these  important  rights, 
the  war  would  not  have  been  declared.  It  will 
cease  as  soon  as  these  rights  are  respected. 
The  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Russell  to  the 
British  Government  immediately  after  the  war, 
and  the  answer  siyen  by  this  Department  to  Ad- 
miral Warren's  Tetter  since,  show  the  ground  on 
which  the  United  States  were  willing  to  adjust 
the  controversy  relative  to  impressment. 

This  has  been  further  evinced  by  a  report  of 
tbe  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
in  consequence  of  that  report.  By  these  docu- 
ments you  will  see  that,  to  accommodate  this 
important  difference,  the  United  States  are  dis- 
posed to  exclude  British  seamen  altogether  from 
the  American  service.  This  being  effectually 
done,  the  British  Government  can  have  no  pre- 
text for  the  practice.  How  shall  it  be  done? 
By  restraints  to  be  imposed  by  each  nation  on 
the  naturalization  of  the  seamen  of  the  other,  ex- 
cluding, at  the  same  time,  all  others  not  natu- 
ralized ?  Or  shall  the  riffht  of  each  nation  to 
naturalize  the  seamen  of  the  other  be  prohibited, 
and  each  exclude  from  its  service  the  natives  of 
the  other  ?  Whatever  the  rule  is,  it  ought  to  be 
reciprocal.  If  Great  Britain  is  allowed  to  natu- 
ralize American  seamen, the  United  States  should 
enjoy  the  same  privilege.  If  it  is  demanded  that 
the  united  States  shall  exclude  from  their  service 
all  native  British  subjects,  a  like  exclusion  of 
American  citizens  from  tbe  British  service  ought 
to  be  reciprocated.  The  mode  also  should  be 
common  to  both  countries.  Each  should  be  at 
liberty  to  give  the  same  facilities,  or  be  bound  to 
impose  the  same  restraints  that  the  other  does. 
The  President  is  willing  to  agree  to  either  alter- 
native, and  to  carry  it  into  effect  by  tbe  most 
eligible  regulations  that  can  be  devised^ 

If  the  first  alternative  is  adopted,  the  extent  of 
the  proposed  exclusion  will  depend  on  the  im- 
pediments to  naturalization,  on  the  efiScacy  of 
the  regulations  to  prevent  imposition,  and  the 
fidelity  of  their  execution.  The  greater  the  diffi- 
culty in  acquiring  the  right  of  citizenship,  the 
easier  will  it  be  to  avoid  imposition,  and  the  more 
complete  the  desired  exclusion.  The  law  of  the 
last  session  of  Conj;ress  relative  to  seamen  plroves 
how  sincerely  desirous  the  Legislative  as  well 
as  Executive  branch  of  our  Government  is,  to 
adjust  this  controversy,  on  conditions  wluch 
may  be  satisfactory  to  Great  Britain.  Bv  that 
law  it  is  made  indispensable  for  every  British 
subject  who  may  hereaAer  become  a  citizen,  to 
reside  five  years,  without  intermission,  witnin 
the  United  States,  and  so  many  guards  are  im- 
posed to  prevent  frauds,  that  it  seems  to  be  im- 
possible that  they  should  be  eluded.  No  British 
subject  can  be  employed  in  a  public  or  private 
ship  of  the  United  States,  unless  he  produces  to 
the  commander,  in  the  one  instance,  and  to  the 
collector,  in  the  other,  a  certified  copy  of  the  act 
by  which  he  became  naturalized.  A  list  of  the 
crew,  in  the  case  of  a  private  ship,  must  be  taken, 
certified  and  recorded  by  the  collector,  and  the 
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eootals  or  commerekl  agenu  of  <3re«t  Britain 
may  object  to  any  seamen,  and  attend  the  inres- 
ti|[ation.  The  commander  of  a  poblie  ship  re- 
ceiving a  person  not  duly  qualified,  shall  forfeit 
a  thousand  dollars,  and  tfale  commander  or  owner 
of  a  private  ship,  knowing  thereof,  five  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  recoTered  in  any  action  of  debc^  one- 
half  to  the  informer,  and  one-half  to  the  United 
Btates.  It  is  also  made  penal,  punishable  as  a 
felony  by  imprisonment  and  labor  from  three  to 
Are  years,  or  by  fine  from  five  hundred  to  one 
thousand  dollars,  for  any  person  to  forge  or  coun- 
terfeit, or  to  pass  or  use  any  forged  or  counter- 
feited certificate  of  citizenship,  or  to  sell  or  dis- 
pose of  one. 

It  may  fairly  be  presumed,  that,  If  this  law 
should  be  carried  into  effect,  it  would  exclude  all 
British  seamen  from  our  service. 

By  requiring  five  years  continued  residence  in 
the  United  States,  as  the  condition  of  citizenshia 
few  if  any  British  seamen  would  ever  take  ad- 
Tantage  of  it.  Such  as  had  left  €lreat  Britain, 
and  had  resided  five  years  in  this  country,  woola 
be  likely  to  abandon  the  sea  forever.  And  by 
making  it  the  doty  of  the  commanders  of  our 
public,  and  of  the  collectors  in  the  case  of  private 
ships,  to  require  an  authenticated  copy  from  the 
clerk  of  the  court,  before  which  a  British  subject, 
who  offered  his  service,  had  been  naturalized,  as 
indispensable  to  bis  admission,  and  highly  penal 
in  either  to  take  a  person  not  duly  qualified,  and 
by  allowing  also  British  agents  to  object  to  anj 
one  offering  his  service,  and  to  prosecute  by  suit 
the  commander  or  collector,  as  the  case  might 
be,  for  receiving  an  improper  person,  it  seems  to 
be  impossible  that  such  should  be  received. 

If  the  second  alternative  is  adopted,  that  is,  if 
all  native  British  subjects  are  to  be  hereafter  ex- 
cluded from  our  service,  it  is  important  that  the 
stipulation  providiof  for  it  should  operate  so  as 
not  to  affect  those  who  have  been  already  natu- 
ralized. By  our  law,  all  the  rights  of  natives  are 
given  to  naturalized  citizens.  It  is  contended  by 
some  that  these  complete  rights  do  not  extend 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States;  that,  in 
naturalizing  a  foreigner,  no  State  can  absolve  him 
from  the  obligation  which  he  owes  to  his  former 
Government,  and  that  he  becomes  a  citizen  in  a 
qualified  sense  only.  This  doctrine,  if  true  in 
any  case,  is  less  applicable  to  the  United  States 
than  to  any  other  Power.  Expatriation  seems 
to  be  a  natural  right,  and,  by  the  original  charac- 
ter of  our  institutions,  founded  by  compact  on 
principle,  and  particularly  by  the  unqualified  in- 
vestment of  the  adopted  citizen  with  the  foil 
rights  of  the  native,  all  thattheUnited  Statescould 
do,  to  place  him  on  the  same  footing,  has  been 
done.  In  point  of  interest,  the  object  is  of  little 
importance  to  either  party.  The  number  to  be 
affected  by  the  stipulation  is  inconsiderable ;  nor 
can  that  be  a  cause  of  surprise,  when  the  charac- 
ter of  that  class  of  men  is  considered.  It  rarely 
happens  that  a  seaman,  who  settles  on  a  farm, 
or  engages  in  a  trade,  and  pursues  it  for  any 
length  of  time,  returns  to  sea.  His  youthful 
days  are  exhausted  in  his  first  occupation.    He 


leaves  it  with  remt,  and  adopts  anollier,  either 
in  conseqaence  of  marriage,  of  disease^  or  as  an 
asylum  for  old  age. 

To  a  stipulation  which  shall  operate  prospect- 
ively onl][,  the  same  objeetion  does  not  apply.  In 
naturalizing  foreigners,  the  Unifcd  States  may 
prescribe  the  limit  to  wliieh  their  privileges  shall 
extend.  If  it  is  made  a  condition  that  no  native 
British  subject,  who  aaay  hereafter  become  a  eit* 
izen,  shall  be  employed  in  onr  puhlie  or  privsle 
ships,  their  exclusion  will  violate  no  righL  Thoee 
who  might  become  citizens  afterwards  woald  ae* 
quire  the  righl»8abieet  to  that  condition,and  would 
be  bound  by  it.  To  such  a  attpulatioo,  thn  Presi- 
dent b  willing  to  assent,  although  he  would  much 
prefer  the  alternative  ot  restraints  on  naturalize 
tion ;  and,  to  prevent  frauds,  and  to  carry  the 
same  folly  into  effect,  you  are  authorized  to  apply 
all  the  restraints  and  checks,  with  the  necessary 
modifications,  to  suit  the  cases  that  are  provided 
in  the  act  abov^  recited,  relative  to  seamen,  for 
the  purposes  of  that  acL 

In  requiring  that  the  stipiilation  to  exclude 
British  seamen  from  our  service,  with  the  regu- 
lations for  carrying  it  into  effect,  be  made  reci- 
procal, the  President  desires  that  you  make  a 
provision,  authorizing  the  United  Suies,  it  they 
should  be  so  disposed,  to  dispense  wf c&  (he  obh- 
gations  imposed  by  it  on  American  citizens. 
The  liberal  spirit  of  our  Government  and  laws 
is  unfriendly  to  restraints  on  our  citizens,  such 
at  least,  as  are  imposed  on  British  subjects,  from 
becoming  members  of  other  societies.  Tliis  has 
been  shown  in  the  law  of  the  last  session,  relative 
to  seamen,  to  which  your  particular  attention  has 
been  already  drawn.  This  provision  may  like- 
wise be  reciprocated  if  desired. 

The  President  is  not  particularly  solrcitoot 
that  either  of  these  alternatives  (making  ibe  pro- 
posed reservation  in  case  the  latter  be)  shouitf  be 
preferred.  To  secure  the  United  States  against 
impressment  he  is  willing  to  adopt  either.  He 
expects  in  return,  that  a  clear  and  distinct  provi- 
sion shall  be  made  against  the  practice.  The 
precise  form  in  which  it  may  be  done  is  not  in- 
sisted on,  provided  the  import  is  explicit.  All 
that  is  required  is,  that,  in  consideration  of  the 
act  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  the  British  (Government  shall  stipulate 
in  some  adequate  manner,  to  terminate  or  for- 
bear the  practice  of  impressment  from  American 
vessels. 

It  has  been  suggested,  as  an  expedieat  made 
for  the  adjustment  of  this  controversy,  that  Brit- 
ish cruisers  should  have  a  right  to  search  our 
vessels  for  Briiisb  seamen,  but  that  the  comman- 
ders thereof  should  be  subjected  to  penalties 
in  case  they  made  mistakes,  and  took  from  them 
American  citizens.  By  this  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  acquire  the  rij;ht  of  search  for  sea- 
men, with  that  of  iropressmg  from  our  vessels 
the  subjects  of  all  other  Powers.  It  will  nor  es- 
cape your  attention  that,  by  admitting  the  right, 
in  any  case,  we  give  up  the  principle,  and  leave 
the  door  open  to  everv  kind  of  abuse.  The  same 
objection  is  applicable  to  any  and  every  other 
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Bnt  whicli  wkfalioidt  tie  reelect  due  to 
oar  flag,  by  not  alivwiDg  it  to  protect  tlie  or«w 
saUinff  aader  it. 

If  the  fint  akfroattTe  shoold  be  adopited^it  will 
follow  that  none  of  the  Bricbh  eeamen  who  nay 
be  in  Ike  Uuted  Stales  at  the  time  the  treat^ 
takea  efieet,  and  who  shall  aot  hare  becooie  eiti- 
xene,  will  be  admitted  into  oor  serriee  until  they 
aeqatre  that  rif  ht. 

If  the  second  is  adontod,  the  oamber  of  native 
British  seamen,  who  have  been  oatoralised,  and 
will  be  admiflstble  into  oar  service,  will  sot,  it  is 
believed,  exceed  a  few  hmtdred ;  all  others  who 
may  be  in  the  United  States  at  the  time  the  treatv 
takes  e&ct,  or  who  may  arrive  afterwards,  will 
be  exdttded. 

As  a  neeessarjr  incident  to  aa  adjoetment  on 
the  princiiile  of  either  alternative,  it  is  expected 
that  all  Americaa  seamen,  who  have  been  im* 
pressed,  will  be  disehaigea,  sad  that  those  who 
nave  been  mitamlized,  under  the  British  laws^  by 
eompukive  sertiee,  will  be  permitted  to  with- 
draw. 

I  have  to  sepeat  tiiat  the  great  ofarjeet  which 
you  have  to  see«re,  in  regard  to  impressment,  is, 
ihat  our  flag  shall  protect  the  crew,  aad,  pravidiog 
for  this  in  a  satisfirato^  manuer,  that  you  are 
authorized  to  secure  Great  Britain  effectually 
against  the  employmest  of  her  semnen  in  the  ser* 
Tioe  of  the  United  Stales.  This^  it  is  believed, 
would  be  done  by  the  adoption  of  either  tke  above 
•lletnatives,  aad  the  applieatioa  to  that  which 
may  be  adopted,  of  the  checks  contained  in  the 
law  of  the  last  sessioa,  relative  to  seamen;  in  aid 
of  which  it  will  alwavs  be  ia  the  power  of  Great 
Bntain  to  make  regttlationsq>eratiag  in  her  own 
perte  with  a  view  to  the  same  eiect.  To  termi^ 
Bate;  however,  this  controversy,  in  a  manner 
satisfactorv  lo  both  parties,  the  President  is  wtli- 
ing^sbonld  other  checks  be  sug^ted  as  likely 
tolwe  more  efieecnal.  eonststent  with  the  spirit  eif 
our  Constitution,  that  you  should  adopt  tiiem. 
The  strong  feature  of  Uie  first  s  heme  live,  which 
nntfaorizes  the  natnraiization  of  seamen,  requires 
iheiv  eominnad  residence  »  the  United  States 
for  five  years,  as  indispensable  to  the  attainment 
of  that  nn ht.  in  ease  this  alternative  be  adopted, 
«he  President  is  willing,  for  eumj^e,  to  secure  a 
oomplianee  with  that  condition,  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  each  alien,  who  may  be  desirous  to  be* 
eome  n  citisen,  to  appear  in  court  every  year,  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  antil  his  right  shatt  be 
oompleled.  This  exanqde  is  given,  not  as  a  limt- 
tttioB,  but  as  an  illastration  of  your  power;  for 
to  the  exclusion  of  British  seam^  from  our  ser- 
vice no  repugnance  is  felt.  To  such  exdusioa 
Che  amicable  adjustaaent  of  thds  controversy  with 
Great  Britain  sAbrds  a  strong  motive,  but  not  the 
only  one.  It  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  they  ought  to  depend  on  their 
own  population  for  the  supply  of  their  ships  of 
wnr  and  mesehant  service.  Experienee  has  shown 
that  it  is  an  abundant  lesonroe.  In  expressing 
this  sentiment  yon  will  do  it  in  a  manner  to  in- 
qiire  more  fully  a  confidence  that  the  nmn^ 
ncnt  wkieh  yon  may  enter  into  wili  be  earned 


fitithfUly  into  tfeet,  without  derogating,  how« 
ever,  from  the  conciliatory  spirit  of  the  accom* 
modation. 

A  stroDp^  desire  has  heretofore  been  expressed 
by  the  British  Government  to  obtain  of  the  Uni* 
tod  States  an  arrangement  to  prevent  the  deaer- 
tion  of  Briiish  seamen  when  in  our  ports,  and  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  a  stipulation  to  that  effect 
would  be  highly  satisfactory  as  well  as  useful  to 
Great  Britam.  It  is  fairly  to  be  presumed  that 
it,  alone,  would  afford  to  ike  British  Government 
a  strong  inducement  to  enter  ii^o  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  of  the  difference  relating  to  iaa- 
pressment.  The  claim  is  not  inadmissible,  espe^ 
eially  as  the  United  States  have  a  reciprocal  in* 
terest  in  the  restoration  of  deserters  from  Ameri* 
can  vessels  ia  British  ports;  you  may,  therefore^ 
agree  to  an  artide,  such  as  has  been  heretofore 
authorized  by  the  United  States,  which  shaU 
make  it  the  duty  of  each  party  to  deliver  them  op. 

Of  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  be  exempted 
from  the  degrading  practice  of  impressment^  so 
much  has  been  alread  v  said,  and  with  such  ability, 
that  it  would  be  useless,  especially  to  you,  who 
are  otherwise  so  well  acquainted  with  it,  to  dilate 
on  its  merits.  I  must  observe,  however,  that  the 
practice  is  utterty  repugnaat  to  the  law  of  iia« 
tioos;  that  it  is  supported  by  no  tieatjr  with  any 
nation ;  that  it  was  never  acquiesced  in  by  any ; 
aad  that  a  submission  to  it  by  the  United  States 
would  be  the  abandonment,  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain^  of  all  claim  to  neuital  rights,  and  of  att 
other  righu  on  the  ocean. 

This  practice  is  not  founded  on  any  belligerettt 
right.  The  gscatest  exteat  to  which  the  belli- 
gerent  claim  has  been  carried,  over  the  vessels  of 
neutral  nations^  is,  to  board  and  take  from  them 
peiaons  in  the  laiid  aad  sea  service  of  an  enemy, 
eontmband  of  war,  and  enemy's  property.  Ait 
narioas  agree  lespeoting  the  two  first  articles,  but 
there  has  been  and  still  exists  a  diversity  of  opi»- 
ion  as  to  the  last.  On  that  and  other  qnesttona 
of  considemfaie  importance,  disputes  have  arisen 
which  are  yet  unsettled.  The  Empress  Cath^ 
rine,  of  Rnssin,  a  distinnuished  advocate  of  just 
principles,  placed  herself,  in  1780,  at  the  head  of 
neutral  nations,  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction 
of  their  rights,  and  her  sucoessora  have  genernUf 
followed  her  example.  In  ail  the  discussions  on 
these  topics,  we  find  nothing  d  the  British  claim 
to  impressment ;  no  acknowledgment  of  it  in  any 
treaty,  or  proof  of  submission  to  it  by  an^r  Power. 
If  instnnces  have  occurred  in  which  British  cruis- 
ers have  taken  British  seamen  from  the  vesseb  of 
other  nations,  they  were;  as  it  is  presumed,  In 
cases  either  not  acquiesced  in,  or  of  an  extraor- 
dinary nature  onlv,  afiording  no  countenance  to 
their  practice  and  pretension  in  relation  to  the 
United  States.  Cases  of  this  kind,  if  such  there 
be,  affiDrd  no  proof  of  a  systematic  claim  in  the 
British  Government  to  impressment,  or  of  sob* 
mission  to  it  bjr  other  Powers.  This  claim  has 
been  set  up  against  the  United  States  only,  who 
hnve.  in  consequence  thereof  been  compelled  to 
diseiiss  its  merits. 

The  claim  is,  in  fact,  traced  to  another  source, 
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tbe  dlcfianee  due  bj  Brittsb  sa^ects  id'  their 
Sovereign,  mod  his  nght,  hjr  Tirtne  thereof,  to 
their  service.  This  has  been  distinctly  stated  in 
n  kte  deelarmtion  by  the  Prince  Resent.  Know- 
ing the  nature  of  the  claim,  we  know  also  the 
extent  of  the  right  and  obligations  incident  to  it. 
Allegiance  is  a  ]>olitical  relation  between  a  sov- 
ereiffo  and  his  people.  It  is  the  obligation  which 
binM  the  latter  in  return  for  the  protection  which 
they  receive.  These  reciprocal  duties  have  the 
aame  limit.  Thev  are  confined  to  the  dominions 
of  the  sovereign,  beyond  which  he  has  no  riffhts, 
ean  afford  no  protection,  and  of  course  can  claim 
BO  allegiance.  A  citizen  or  subject  of  one  Power, 
entering  the  dominions  of  another,  owes  allegi- 
ance to  the  latter  in  return  for  the  protection  he 
feedves.  Whether  a  sovereign  has  a  right  to 
claim  the  service  of  such  of  his  subjects  as  have 
left  his  own  dominions,  is  a  question  respectiog 
which  also  a  difference  of  opinion  may  exist.  It 
is  certain  that  no  sovereign  has  a  right  to  pursue 
kis  subjects  into  the  territories  of  another,  be  the 
motive  for  it  what  it  may.  Such  an  entrv.  with* 
out  the  consent  of  the  other  Power,  would  be  a 
riolation  of  its  territory,  and  an  act  of  hostility. 
Offenders,  even  conspirators,  cannot  be  pursued 
by  one  Power  into  the  territory  of  another,  nor 
,  are  they  delivered  up  by  the  latter,  except  in 
compliance  with  treaties,  or  by  favor.  That  the 
Tessels  of  a  nation  are  considered  a  part  of  its 
territory,  with  the  exception  of  the  belligerent 
right  onlv,  is  a  principle  too  well  established  to 
be  brouffht  into  discussion.  Each  State  has  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  over  its  own  vessels.  Its  laws 
govern  in  them,  and  offences  against  those  laws 
are  punishable  by  its  tribunals  only.  The  flag  of 
ft  nation  protects  everything  sailing  under  it  in 
time  of  peace,  and  in  time  of  war  likewise,  with 
the  exception  of  the  belligerent  rights  growing 
out  of  the  war.  An  entry  on  board  the  vessels  of 
-one  Power  by  the  cruisers  of  another,  in  any  other 
case,  and  ^he  exercise  of  any  other  authority  over 
them,  is  a  violation  of  right,  and  an  act  of  hos- 
tUity. 

The  British  Qovernment,  aware  of  the  truth 
of  this  doctrine,  has  endeavored  to  avoid  its  eon- 
•equences  in  the  late  declaration  of  the  Prince 
Regent.  It  has  not  contended  that  British  cruis- 
ers have  a  right  to  pursue  and  search  our  vessels 
for  British  seamen.  It  asserts  only  that  they 
have  a  right  to  search  them  for  other  objects,  and 
being  on  board  for  a  lawful  cause,  and  finding 
British  seamen  there,  that  they  have  a  right  to 
impress  and  bring  them  away,  under  the  claim  of 
allegiance.  When  we  see  a  systematic  pursuit 
cf  our  vessels  by  British  cruisers,  and  the  im- 
pressment of  seamen  from  them,  not  at  a  port  of 
the  enemy,  where  a  regular  blockade  has  been 
instituted,  and  by  the  blockading  squadron,  but 
■in  every  part  of  the  ocean,  on  our  coast,  and  even 
in  our  harbors,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  im- 
pressment is  not  the  real  motive,  and  the  other 
the  pretext  for  it.  But,  to  place  this  argument  of 
the  British  Government  on  the  strongest  ground, 
let  it  be  admitted  that  the  entry  was  lawful,  is  it 
ao  to  commit  an  act  not  warranted  by  the  pur- 
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for  which  the  entry  was  made  ?  There  is  a 
[evity  in  this  argument  which  neither  aoits  the 
parties  nor  the  subject.  The  British  Qorerm- 
meat  founds  its  right  of  impressment  from  our 
shins  on  that  of  all^ianee,  which  is  a  permanent 
right,  equally  applicable  to  peace  aad  war.  The 
right  of  impressment,  therefore,  from  the  veasds 
of  other  Powers  must  likewise  be  permanent,  and 
equally  applicable  to  peace  and  war.  It  would 
not,  however,  take  this  broad  ground,  lest  the  in- 
justice and  extravagance  of  the  pretension  might 
excite  the  astonishment  and  indignation  of  other 
Powers,  to  whom  it  would  be  equally  applicable. 
To  claim  it  as  a  bellieereot  right  would  have  been 
equally  unjust  and  absurd,  as  no  trace  of  it  could 
be  found  in  the,  belligerent  code.  The  British 
Government  was  therefore  reduced  to  a  very  em- 
barrassing dilemma.  To  acknowledge  that  it 
could  not  support  the  claim  on  either  principle 
would  be  to  relinquish  it,  and  yet  it  could  relv  on 
neither.  It  endeavored  to  draw  some  aid  from 
both.  A  state  of  war  exists  which  brings  the  par- 
ties together.  Great  Britain  as  a  belligerent,  and 
the  United  States  as  a  neutral  Power.  British 
officers  have  now  a  right  to  board  and  search 
American  vessels,  but  for  what  1  Persons  in  the 
service  of  an  enemy^  contraband  of  war,  or  en- 
emy's property  ?  This  would  not  aeeompfiah  the 
end.  It  is,  however,  the  utmost  limit  of  the  belli* 
gerent  right.  Allegiance,  which  is  ao  attribute  of 
sovereignty,  comes  to  her  aid  and  communicatee 
all  the  necessary  power.  The  national  eharactet 
of  the  neutral  vessel  ceases.  The  complete  right 
of  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over  it  is  trans- 
ferred to  Great  Britain.  It  is  on  this  foundation 
that  the  British  Government  has  raised  this 
monstrous  superstructure.  It  is  with  this  kind 
of  argument  that  it  attempts  to  justify  iu  prao- 
tice  of  impressment  from  our  vessels. 

The  remark  contained  in  the  declaration  o( 
the  Prince  Regent,  that,  in  impressing  Briti»h 
seamen  from  American  vessels.  Great  Briuin  ex- 
ercised no  right  which  she  was  not  willine  to 
acknowledge  as  appertaining  equally  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Stales,  with  respect  to 
American  seamen  in  British  merchant  8hip% 
proves  only  that  the  British  Government  is  con- 
scious of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  desirous  of 
giving  to  it  such  aid  as  may  be  derived  from  a 

Elausible  argument.  The  semblance  of  equality, 
owever,  in  this  proposition,  which  strikes  at  first 
view,  disappears  oo  a  foir  examination.  It  is  un- 
fair, first,  because  it  is  impossible  for  the  United 
States  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Impressment  is 
not  an  American  practice,  but  utterly  .repugnant 
to  our  Constitution  and  laws.  In  offering  to  re* 
ciprocate  it  nothing  was  ofiered,  as  the  British 
Government  well  xnew.  It  is  un&ir,  secondly, 
because  if  impressment  was  allowaUe,  a  recipro- 
cation of  the  practice  would  be  no  equivalent  to 
the  United  States.  The  exercise  of  a  right  in 
common,  at  sea,  by  two  nations,  each  over  the 
vessels  of  the  other,  the  one  powerful  and  the 
other  comparatively  weak,  would  be  to  put  the 
latter  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  former. 
Great  Britain,  with  her  vast  navy,  would 
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b«  the  only  party  whieh  made  impressmeiit. 
The  Uoited  States  woald  be  compelled  to  abstaio 
from  it,  and  either  to  submit  to  the  British  rule, 
with  all  the  abuses  incident  to  power,  or  to  resist 
it.  But  should  the  United  States  be  permitted 
to  make  impressment  from  British  vessels,  the 
effect  would  be  unequal.  Great  Britain  has,  per* 
haps,  thirty  ships  of  war  at  sea  to  one  of  the  Uni- 
tea  States,  and  would  profit  of  the  arrangement 
in  that  proportion.  Besides,  impressment  is  a 
practice  incident  to  war — in  which  view,  like* 
wise,  the  inequality  is  not  less  glaring,  she  being 
at  least  thirty  years  at  war  to  one  of  the  United 
States.  Other  considerations  prove  that  the  Brit- 
ish Gtovernment  made  this  acknowledgment  mere- 
ly as  a  pretext  to  justify  its  practice  of  impress* 
meat,  without  intending  that  the  right  or  prac- 
tice should  ever  be  reciprocated.  What  would 
be  the  effect  of  its  adoption  by  American  shi|>s 
of  war  with  British  merchant  vessels?  An  Ameri- 
can officer  boards  a  British  merchant  vessel,  and 
claims,  as  American  citizens,  whom  he  pleases. 
How  many  British  seamen  would  disclaim  a  title 
which  would  take  them  to  the  United  States, 
and  secure  them  there  all  the  advantages  of  citi- 
zenship? The  rule  of  evidence,  as  the  ground 
of  impressment  in  every  instance,  must  likewise 
be  reciprocated  between  the  two  Governments. 
The  acjcnowledffment  of  the  men  would  surely 
be  a  better  proofof  their  national  character  than 
the  decision  of  a  British  officer  who  boarded  an 
American  vessel,  however  impartial  he  might  be, 
and  strong  his  power  of  discrimination,  when 
opposed  by  the  voluntary  and  solemn  declaration 
of  the  party.  In  this  way  we  might  draw  from 
the  British  service  the  greater  part,  if  not  all 
their  seamen.  I  might  further  ask,  why  was  this 
acknowledgment  made  at  this  late  period,  for  the 
first  time  only,  after  the  declaration  of  war,  and 
when,  on  that  account,  it  could  produce  no  efiect  ? 
In  the  various  discussions  of  this  subject,  in  many 
of  which  it  has  been  demanded  whether  the 
British  Government  would  tolerate  such  a  prac- 
tice from  American  ships  of  war,  no  such  inti- 
mation was  ever  given. 

If  Great  Britain  had  found  the  employment  of 
her  seamen  in  our  service  injurious  to  her,  and 
been  disposed  to  respect  our  rights,  the  regular 
course  of  proceeding  would  have  been  for  her 
Government  to  have  complained  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  the  injury,  and  to 
have  proposed  a  remedy.  Had  this  been  done, 
and  no  reasonable  remeily  been  adopted,  sound 
in  principle  and  reciprocal  in  its  operation,  the 
British  Government  might  have  had  some  cause 
of  complaint,  and  some  plea  for  taking  the  rem- 
edy into  its  own  hands,  ouch  a  procedure  would, 
at  least,  have  given  to  its  claim  of  impressment 
the  greatest  plausibility.  We  know  that  such 
complaint  was  never  made,  except  in  defence  of 
the  practice  of  impressment,  and  that,  in  the 
meantime,  the  practice  has  cone  on,  and  grown 
into  a  usage,  which,  with  all  its  abuses,  had  re- 
sistance been  longer  deUyed,  might  have  become 
a  law.  The  origin  and  progress  of  this  usurpa- 
tion afford  strong  illustrauons  of  the  British 


policy.  The  practice  and  the  claim  be^^an  to* 
gether,  soon  after  the  close  of  our  Revolutionar]^ 
war,  and  were  applicable  to  deserters  only.  Thev 
extended  next  to  all  British  seamen;  then  to  ail 
British  subjects,  including,  as  in  the  case  of 
emigrants  from  Ireland,  persons  who  would  not 
have  been  subject  to  impressment  in  Britislv 
ports,  not  being  seafaring  men;  and.  finally,  to- 
Swedes^  Danes,  and  others,  known  to  oe  not  Brit* 
ish  subjects,  and  by  their  protections  appearing; 
to  be  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Other  views  may  be  taken  of  the  subject,  vo^ 
show  the  unlawfulness  and  absurdity  of  the  Brit« 
ish  claim.  If  British  cruisers  have  a  right  to* 
take  British  seamen  from  our  vessels,  without  re-* 
garding  the  abuses  inseparable  from  the  practice^ 
they  may  take  from  them,  on  the  same  principWr 
and  with  much  greater  reason,  every  species  oT 
property  to  which  the  British  Government  haf 
any  kind  of  claim.  Allegiance  cannot  give  to  a 
sovereiffn  a  better  right  to  take  his  subjects  than 
ownership  to  uke  his  property.  There  would  be 
no  limit  to  this  pretension  or  its  consequencea. 
All  property  forfeited  b^  exportation,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  every  article  to  which 
her  sovereigntjr,  jurisdiction,  or  ownership  would 
extend,  in  British  vessels,  would  be  liable  to  seiz- 
ure in  those  of  the  United  States.  The  laws  of 
England  would  be  executory  in  them.  Instead 
of  being  a  part  of  the  American,  they  would  be- 
come a  part  of  the  British  territory. 

It  might  naturally  be  expected  that  Great  Brit- 
ain would  have  given,  by  her  conduct,  some  sup* 
port  to  her  pretensions;  that,  if  she  had  not  dia- 
claimed  altogether  the  principle  of  naturaliza- 
tion, she  would  at  least  have  excluded  from  her 
service  foreign  seamen.  Her  conduct,  bowevery 
has  been  altogether  at  variance  with  her  precepts. 
She  has  given  great  facilitv  to  naturalization,  in 
all  instances  where  it  could  advance  her  interesty 
and  peculiar  encouragement  to  that  of  foreign 
seamen.  She  naturalizes  by  special  act  of  Pai> 
liament ;  she  naturalizes  all  persons  who  resida 
a  certain  term  of  years  in  British  colonies,  all 
those  who  are  born  of  British  subjects  in  foreign 
dominions,  and  all  seamen  who  have  served  a 
certain  short  term  in  the  British  service,  and 
would  doubtless  protect  all  such  as  British  sub- 
jects, if  required  by  them  .so  to  do.  Her  Gov- 
ernors of  neighboring  provinces  are,  at  this  time, 
compelling  emigrants  thither  from  the  United 
States  to  bear  arms  against  the  United  States. 

The  mediation  offered  by  Russia  presents  to 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  the  United  States,  a 
fairopportuniw  of  accommodating  thiscontroversy 
with  honor.  The  interposition  ol  so  distinguished 
a  Power,  friendly  to  both  parties,  could  not  be 
declined  by  either,  on  just  ground,  especially  by 
Great  Britain,  between  whom  and  Russia  there 
exists  at  this  time  a  very  interesting  relation. 
When  the  British  Ministers  are  made  acquainted 
at  St.  Petersburg,  with  the  conditions  on  which 
you  are  authorized  to  adjust  this  difference,  it 
seems  as  if  it  would  be  impossible  for  Great  Brit- 
ain to  decline  them.  Should  she  do  it^  still  ad- 
hering to  her  former  pretensions,  her  mouve  could 
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not  be  misttoderstood.  The  cause  of  the  United 
States  would  thenceforward  become  the  common 
oanse  of  nations.  A  concession  by  them  would 
operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  every  other  Power. 
They  would  all  find,  in  the  conduct  of  Qreat 
Britain,  an  unequivocal  determination  to  destroy 
the  rights  of  other  flags,  and  to  usurp  the  absolute 
dominion  of  the  ocean.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that 
the  British  Qovernment  will  find  it  neither  for 
•tlie  honor  nor  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  push 
things  to  that  extremity,  but  will  have  accepted 
this  mediation,  and  have  sent  a  Minister  or  Min- 
isters to  St.  Petersburg  with  full  powers  to  adjust 
the  controversy  on  fair  and  just  conditions. 

Should  improper  impressions  have  been  taken 
of  the  probable  consequences  of  the  Var,  you 
will  have  ample  means  to  remove  them.  It  is 
certain,  that  from  its  prosecution  Great  Britain 
ean  promise  to  herself  no  advantage,  while  she 
exposes  herself  to  great  expenses  and  to  the  dan- 
ger of  still  greater  losses.  The  people  of  the 
United  States,  accustomed  to  the  indulgence  of  a 
long  peace,  roused  by  the  causes  and  the  progress 
of  the  war.  are  rapidly  acquiring  military  habits 
and  becoming  t(  military  people.  Our  knowledge 
In  naval  tactics  has  increased,  as  has  our  maritime 
atrength.  The  gallantry  and  success  of  our  little 
Mavy  have  formed  an  epoch  in  naval  history. 
The  laurels  which  these  brave  men  have  gained, 
not  for  themselves,  but  for  their  country,  from  an 
enemy  pre-eminent  in  naval  exploits,  for  ages 
ptsi,  are  among  the  proudest  boasts  of  their  grate- 
nit  and  afiectiooate  fellow-citizens.  Our  manu- 
ftietures  have  taken  an  astounding  ^wth.  In 
sibort,  in  every  circumstance,  in  which  the  war 
is  felt,  its  pressure  tends  evidently  to  unite  our 
people,  to  draw  out  our  resources,  to  invigorate 
«ur  means,  and  to  make  us  more  truly  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  and,  as  far  as  may  be  necessarf, 
a  great  maritime  Power. 

If  the  British  Government  accepts  the  media- 
tion of  Russia,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  restore  a 
good  intelligence  between  the  two  countries,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  a  fair  opportunity  will  be 
affmled  for  the  arrangement  of  many  other  im- 
portnnt  interests,  with  advantage  to  both  parties. 
The  adjustment  of  the  controversy  relating  to 
knpressmeat  only,  though  very  important,  would 
leave  much  unfinished.    Almost  every  neutral 

aht  has  been  violated ;  and  its  violation  persis- 
fn  to  the  moment  that  war  was  declared.  The 
President  sincerely  desires, and  it  is  doubtless  for 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  to  prevent  the  like 
In  future.  The  interposition  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  to  promote  an  accommodation  of  these 
differences  is  deemed  particularly  auspicious. 
rCoofidential  paragraph  No.  1,  omitted.] 
A  strong  hope  is,' therefore,  entertained  that  full 
powers  will  be  eiven  to  the  British  Commission- 
aia  to  arrange  all  these  grounds  of  controversy  in 
a  aatisfaotory  manner.  In  entering  on  this  inter- 
eating  part  of  your  duty^  the  first  object  which 
will  claim  voor  attention  is  that  of  bloccade.  The 
Tiolation  or  our  neutral  right  by  illegal  blockades, 
carried  to  an  enormous  extent,  by  Orders  in  Conn- 
oil,  was  a  principal  cause  of  the  war.    These 


orders,  however,  and  with  them  the  blockade  «f 
May,  1806,  and,  as  is  understood,  all  other  iUegml 
blockades,  have  been  repealed,  so  that  that  eaose 
of  war  has  been  removed.  All  that  is  now  ezpeee- 
ed  is,  that  the  British  Government  will  voice  in 
a  more  precise  definition  of  blockade,  and  in  this 
no  difficulty  is  anticipated,  for  having  declared 
that  no  blockade  wonfd  be  legal,  which  was  Bot 
supported  by  an  adequate  lorce,  and  that  cbe 
blockades  which  It  might  institute  should  be  sop- 
ported  by  an  adequate  force,  there  appears  Co  lie, 
according  to  the  just  interpretation  of  these  terms, 
no  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject 

The  British  Government  has  recently,  in  tw^o 
formal  acts,  given  definitions  of  blockade,  eitlier 
of  whic  h  would  be  satisfactory.    The  first  is  to  be 
seen  in  the  communication  from  Mr.  Merry  to 
this  Department,  bearing  date  on  the  12th  of  Apri^ 
1804.    The  following  are  the  circumstances  at- 
tending it.    Commodore  Hood,  the  commaDder 
of  a  British  squadron  in  the  West  Indies^  in  1809^ 
having  declared  the  islands  of  Martinfqae  and 
Goadaloupe  in  a  state  of  blockade^  without  ap- 
plying an  adequate  force  to  maintain  it,  the  8ee- 
retary  of  State  remonstrated  against  the  illegatfty 
of  the  measure,  which  remonstrance  was  laid 
before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
in  England,  who  replied  that  they  bad   seat 
'*  orders  not  to  consider  any  bloekade  of  those 
islands  as  existing  unless  in  respect  of  parrico/ar 
ports,  which  might  be  actually  invested,  and  then 
not  to  capture  vessels,  bound  to  such  ports,  asleaa 
they  shall  previously  have  been  waned  not  to 
enter  them.''    The  second  defin ition  is  to  be  foaad 
in  a  convention  between  Great  Britain  and  Rus- 
sia, in  June,  1801.  fourth  section,  third  article, 
which  declares,  ^  tnat,  in  order  to  determine  what 
characterizes  a  blockaded  port,  that  denominattoa 
is  given  only  to  a  port  where  there  is,  bj  the  dis- 
position of  the  Power  which  attacks  it,  with  ship* 
stationary  or  sufficiently  near,  an  evident  danger 
in  entering."    The  President  is  willing  for  yoo 
to  adopt  either  of  these  definitions ;  bat  prelen 
the  first,  as  much  more  precise  and  determinate  ; 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  it  was  made  the 
criterion  by  so  formal  an  act,  between  the  two 
Governments,  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  the 
British  Government  will  object  to  the  renewal  of 
it.    Nothing  is  more  natural,  after  the  difierenesi 
which  have  taken  place  between  the  two  coaa- 
tries,  on  this  and  other  subjects,  and  the  departim 
from  this  criterion  by  Great  Britain,  for  reasons 
which  are  admitted  by  her  no  longier  to  existy 
than  that  they  should,  on  the  restoration  of  a  good 
understanding,  recur  to  it  a|fain.    Sneh  a  recar- 
rence  would  be  the  more  satisfactory  to  the  Pres- 
ident, as  it  would  affbrd  a  proof  of  a  dispositioa 
in  the  British  Government,  not  simply  Co  compra- 
misea  difference,  but  to  re-establish  sincere  friend- 
ship between  the  two  nations. 

An  interference  with  our  commerce  betweea 
enemy  colonies  and  their  ^rent  country,  was 
amoo§[  the  first  violations  of  our  neutral  rights, 
committed  by  Great  Britain  in  her  present  war 
with  France.  It  took  place  in  1806,  did  extensive 
injury  and  produced  universal  exrcitameat.    In 
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secttdBg  w  «gais8t  «  repetition  of  it,  you  will 
•tteod  to  an  nrticl^  of  tne  convention  between 
iUiaBiaand  Great  Britain,  entered  into  on  the— ^ 
^y  of  -— — ,  1801,  to  the  deTenth  article  of  tbe 
project  of  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  ibai  was 
signed  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  on  the 
31st  December,  1806,  and  to  the  instractioas  from 
this  Department  relating  to  that  article,  of  the 
SOth  May,  1807.  The  capture,  by  Great  Britain, 
of  almost  all  the  islands  of  ner  enemies,  diminishes 
tJM  importance  of  any  regulation  of  this  subject ; 
foot,  as  they  may  be  restored  by  a  treatjr  of  peace, 
it  merits  particular  attention.  It  being  under* 
atood,  hawever,  that  unless  such  a  trade  can  be 
obtained,  in  a  proper  extent,  and  without  a  relin- 
quishment of  the  principle  eootended  for  by  the 
United  States,  it  will  be  beet  that  the  treaty  be 
sileAt  on  the  subject 

A  disposition  has  been  shown  by  the  British 
€k>vemment  to  extend  this  prinei]de  so  far  as  lo 
inhibit  a  trade  to  neutrals,  even  between  a  Power 
at  peace  with  Great  Britain  and  her  enemy ;  as, 
for  example,  between  China  and  France.  The 
absurdity  of  this  pretension  may  prerent  its  beiag 
iiereaftar'advaaoed.  It  will  not,  however,  be  un- 
worthy of  your  attention. 

By  an  erder  of  the  British  Government  in  1803^ 
British  cruisers  were  anthorized  to  take  neutral 
vessels,  laden  with  innocent  articles,  on  their  re- 
turn from  an  enemy's  port,  on  the  pretence  that 
they  had  carried  to  sucn  port  contraband  of  war. 
This  order  ts  directly  tepagvaat  to  the  law  of 
nations,  as  the  cireunstUBoe  of  haviag  contra- 


in  the  ninth  article  of  tbe  project  above  recited. 
You  wUl  endeavor  in  like  manner  to  provide 
against  it.  It  is  the  practice  of  British  cruisers 
to  compel  the  commanders  of  neutral  vessels 
which  they  meet  at  sea,  either  to  board  them  in 
person  with  their  papers,  or  to  send  their  papers 
nn  board  in  their  own  boat  by  an  officer.  The 
injustice  and  irregularity  of  this  procedure  need 
not  be  mentioned.  You  will  endeavor  to  suppress 
it  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  third  article  of  a 
project  communicated  to  Mr.  Monroe  at  London, 
in  his  instructions  of  the  5th  of  January,  1804^ 
Yott  will  endeavor  likewise  to  restrict  contraband 
of  war,  as  much  as  is  in  yoyxt  power,  to  the  list 
.contained  in  the  fourth  article  of  that  project. 

The  pretensions  of  Great  Britain  to  interdict 
tht  passage  of  neutral  vessels,  with  their  cargoes, 
from  one  port  to  another  port  of  the  enemy,  is  il- 
legal and  very  iojurious  to  the  commerce  of  neu- 
tral Powers.  Still  more  unjustifiable  is  the  at- 
tempt to  interdict  their  passage  from  one  port  of 
one  independent  nation  to  that  of  another,  on  tbe 
pretence  that  the^  are  both  enemies.  You  will 
endeavor  to  obtain,  in  both  instances,  a  security 
for  the  neutral  right. 

Upon  the  whole  subject  I  have  to  observe,  that 
your  first  duty  will  be  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
Great  BrtUin,  and  that  you  are  authorized  to  do 
it,  in  case  you  obtain  a  satisfactory  stipulation 
against  impressmeots,  one  which  shall  secure,, 


under  «or  flag,  protection  to  the  crew.  The  i 
ner  in  which  it  may  be  done  has  been  already 
stated,  with  the  reciprocal  stipulations  which  you 
may  enter  into  to  secure  Great  Britain  against  the 
injury  of  which  she  complains.  If  this  eocroach- 
meat  of  Great  Britain  is  not  provided  against,  the 
United  States  have  appealed  to  arms  in  vain.  If 
your  efforts  to  accomplish  it  should  fail,  all  fur- 
ther neifotiations  will  cease,  and  you  will  return 
home  without  delay.  It  is  possible  that  somedif- 
ficulty  may  occuf  in  arrani^ing  this  article  respect- 
ing its  duration.  To  obviate  this,  che  President 
is  willing  that  it  be  limited  to  the  present  war  in 
Europe.  Resting^  aa  the  United  Statesdo.  on  the 
solid  ground  of  rigkt,  it  is  not.  presumable  that 
Great  Britain,  eapeciaily  after  the  advantage  she 
may  derive  from  the  arrangement  proposed, 
would  ever  revive  her  pretension.  In  forming 
any  stipulation  on  this  subject,  you  will  be  care- 
ful not  to  impair  by  it  the  ri^ht  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  sanction  the  principle  of  the  Britbh 
clatau 

It  is  deeoked  highly  important,  also,  to  obtain  a 
definition  of  the  neutral  richts  which  I  have 
brought  to  your  view,  et^cially  of  blockade,  and 
in  the  manner  suggested  ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  made 
an  indispensable  condition  of  peace.  After  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  other  illegal 
blockades,  and  the  explanations  attending  it,  it  is 
not  presnmable  that  Great  Britain  will  revive 
them.  Should  she  do  it,  the  United  States  will 
always  have  a  corresponding  resort  in  their  own 
hands.  You  will  observe,  in  every  case  in  which 
you  may  not  be  able  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  defi- 
nition of  the  neutral  right,  that  you  enter  into 
none  respecting  it. 

iademaity  for  losses  seems  to  be  a  fair  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  British 
QoTunvaKBkti  if  desirous  to  strengthen  the  reli^ 
tions  of  friendship^  may  be  willing  to  make  it. 
In  briogiog  the  claim  into  view,  you  will  not  let 
it  defeat  the  jnrimary  objects  intrusted  to  you.  It 
is  not  perceived  on  what  ground  Great  Britacn 
can  resist  this  claim,  at  least  in  the  cases  in  favor 
of  which  she  stands  pledged.  Of  these  a  note 
will  be  added. 
fConfidential  paragraph  No»  2,  omitted.] 
Von  are  at  liberty  to  stipulate  iu  the  proposed 
treaty  the  same  advantages,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  favor  of  British  ships  of  war. 
that  may  be  allowed  to  those  of  the  most  favotea 
nations.  This  stipulation  must  be  reciprocal. 
rConfidential  paragraph  No.  3,  omitted.] 
No  difficulty  can  arise  from  the  case  of  (he 
non-impoEiation  act,  which  utill  doubtless  be  ter- 
minated in  consequeaoeof  the  pacification.  Should 
any  stipulation  to  that  effect  be  required,  or  found 
advantageous,  you  are  at  liberty  to  enter  into  it. 
Should  peace  be  made,  you  may,  in  fixing  the 

Seiiods  to  which  it  shall  take  effect  in  diff(H«nt 
ititudesand  distances,  take  for  the  basis  the  pro- 
visional articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with 
Great  Britain  in  1782,  with  such  alterations  as 
may  appear  to  be  just  and  reasonable. 

in  dtschaigiiig  the  duties  of  the  trust  commit- 
ted to  you,  the  President  desires  that  you  will 
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BMBifett  the  highest  degree  of  reapeet  for  the 
Smperor  of  Russia,  and  confidence  m  the  integ- 
rity and  impartiBlitjr  of  his  riews.  In  arranging 
the  question  of  impressment,  and  every  qaestion 
of  fieatrai  right,  yon  will  explain  to  his  Govern- 
ment,  without  reserve,  the  claims  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  mund  on  which  they  severaiiy 
rest.  It  is  not  ooubted  that  from  a  conduct  so 
ftank  and  honorable  the  most  beneficial  effect  will 
resnh. 

i Confidential  paragraph  No.  4,  omitted.  ] 
shall  conclude  by  remarking  that  a  strong 
hope  is  entertained  that  this  friendly  mediation 
of  the  Emperor  Alexander  will  form  an  epoch  in 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Rus- 
sia, which  will  be  extensively  felt,  and  be  long 
and  eminently  distinguished  by  the  happy  conse- 
quences attending  it.  Since  1780,  Russia  has 
been  the  pivot  on  which  all  questions  of  neutral 
right  have  essentially  turned.  Most  of  the  wars 
which  have  disturbed  the  world  in  modern  times 
have  originated  with  Great  Britain  and  France. 
These  wars  have  affected  distant  countries,  espe- 
cially in  their  character  as  neutrals,  and  very 
materially  the  United  States,  who  took  no  part 
in  promoting  them,  and  had  no  interest  in  the 
great  objects  of  either  Power. 

rConfidential  paragraph  No.  5,  omitted.] 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  dated 

Depabtment  of  State,  June  23, 1813. 

An  opportunitv  offering,  I  avail  myself  of  it  to 
explain  more  fully  the  views  of  the  r resident  on 
certain  subjects  already  treated  on  in  your  instruc- 
tions, and  to  communicate  his  sentiments  on  some 
others,  not  adverted  to  in  them. 

The  British  Government  having  repealed  the 
Orders  in  Council  and  the  blockade  of  May.  180& 
and  all  other  illegal  blockades,  and  having  declared 
that  it  would  institute  no  blockade  which  should 
not  be  supported  by  an  adequate  force,  it  was 
thought  better  to  leave  that  question  on  that  ground, 
than  to  continue  the  war,  to  obtain  a  more  precise 
definition  of  blockade,  after  the  other  essential 
cause  of  the  war,  that  of  impressment,  should  be 
removed.  But  when  it  is  considered  that  a  stip- 
ulated definition  of  blockade  will  cost  Great  Brit- 
ain nothing,  after  having  thus  recognised  the 
principle,  and  that  such  definition  is  calculated 
to  give  additional  confidence  in  the  future  security 
of  our  commerce,  it  is  expected  that  she  will 
agree  to  ir.  It  is  true,  this  cause  of  war  being 
removed,  the  United  States  are  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  continue  it  for  the  want  of  such  stipulated 
definition,  more  especially  as  they  retain  m  their 
hands  the  remedy  against  any  new  violation  of 
their  rif^hts.  whenever  made.  The  same  remark 
is  applicable  to  the  case  of  impressment;  for,  if 
the  British  Government  had  issued  orders  to  its 
cruisers  not  to  impress  seamen  from  our  vessels, 
and  notified  the  same  to  this  Government,  that 


cause  of  war  would  also  have  been  renoved.  Im 
making  peace,  it  is  better  for  both  nations  tbmt  the 
controversy  respecting  blockade  shoaid  be  a.r» 
ranged  by  treaty,  as  well  as  that  respeetiogr  im- 
pressment. The  omission  to  arrange  it  mmy  be 
productive  of  injury.  Without  a  precise  defini- 
tion of  blockade,  improper  pretensions  might  be 
set  up  on  each  side  respecting  their  rights,  which 
might  possibly  hazard  the  future  good  nnderstnnd- 
ing  between  the  two  countries. 

Should  a  restitution  of  territory  he  agreed  on, 
it  will  be  proper  to  make  a  provision  for  secclio^ 
the  boundary  between  the  United  States  nod 
Great  Britain,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  LAkes, 
from  the  point  at  which  the  line  between  them 
strikes  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Treaty  of  Peace.    The  settlement 
of  this  boundary  is  important,  from  the  eircnm- 
stance  that  there  are  several  islands  in  the  river, 
and  lakes  of  some  extent  and  great  value,  the  do* 
minion  over  which  is  claimed  by  both  parties.    It 
may  l^e  an  advisable  course  to  appoint  commis- 
siooers  on  each  side,  with  full  powen  to  adjust, 
on  fair  and  equitable  considerations,  this  boandary. 
To  enable  you  to  adopt  a  suitable  provision  for 
the  purpose,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  recur  to 
the  instructions  heretofore  given  on  the  subject, 
published  in  the  documents  in  your  poasessioo. 


Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Plenipoitentiaiies 
of  the  United  States  at  St  Petenbnig. 

Db^artment  of  State,  Jan,  1, 1814^ 
Gbntlembn  :  I  have  not  received  a  letter  from 
you  since  your  appointment  to  meet  Ministers 
from  Great  Britain  at  St.  Petersburg,  to  negotiate 
a  Treaty  of  Peace  under  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  This  is  doubtless  owing  to 
the  miscarriage  of  your  despatches. 

The  Message  of  the  President,  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy,  will  make 
you  acquainted  with  the  progress  or  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  to  that  period,  and  the  other  docu- 
ments which  are  forwarded  will  communicate 
what  has  since  occurred. 

Among  the  advantages  attending  our  success 
in  Upper  Canada,  was  the  imporUnt  one  of  mak- 
ing capture  of  General  Proctor's  baggage,  with 
alfthe  public  documents  belongio^  to  the  British 
Government  in  his  possession.  It  is  probable  that 
these  documents  will  be  laid  before  Congress,  as 
they  are  of  a  nature  higblv  interesting  to  the 
public.  You  will  understand  their  true  cHaracter 
by  extracts  of  two  letters  from  Governor  Cass, 
which  are  enclosed  to  you.  By  these,  it  appears, 
that  the  British  Government  has  exercised  its  in- 
fluence over  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits 
as  well  as  elsewhere  in  peace,  for  hostile  purposes 
towards  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Indian 
barbarities  since  the  war  were,  in  many  instances^ 
known  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  British  Gorera- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 
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Mr.  MoDVM,  Sseratefj  of  Steto,  to  the  PlempotoDtkriM 
of  the  United  SUtee  at  8t  Petenborg. 
Dbpartmbut  of  Statb,  Jan.  8, 1814. 

GeNTLEMEiv :  I  hare  the  honor  to  traosmit  to 
yoa  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Castlereaflfh  to 
this  Department,  and  of  a  note  from  Lord  Cath- 
cart  to  the  Russian  Government,  with  my  reply 
to  the  commanication. 

The  arrangement  of  a  negotiation  to  be  held  at 
Gk>ttenbar^,  directly  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  without  the  aid  of  the  Rus- 
sian mediation,  makes  it  necessary  that  new  com- 
missions should  be  issued  correspondent  with  it, 
mnd,  for  this  purpose,  that  a  new  nomination 
should  be  made  to  the  Senate.  The  President 
instructs  me  to  inform  you  that  you  will  both  be 
included  in  it ;  and  that  he  wishes  you  to  repair, 
immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  the  appointed 
rendezToos.  It  la  possible  that  the  business  may 
not  be  limited  to  Yourselves,  on  account  of  the 
great  interests  involved  in  the  result.  The  com- 
missions and  instructions  will  be  duly  forwarded 
to  yoa,  as  soon  as  the  arrangements  shall  be 
finally  made. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Russian  Gk>vernment, 
you  will  be  careful  to  make  known  to  it  the  sen- 
sibility of  the  President  to  the  friendly  disposi- 
tion of  tbe  Emperor,  manifested  by  the  offer  of 
his  mediation  ;  the  regret  felt  at  its  rejection  by 
the  British  Government ;  and  a  desire  that  in 
fatare  the  greatest  confidence  and,  cordiality,  and 
the  best  understanding,  may  prevail  between  the 
two  Governments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Monroe*  Seeretaxy  of  State,  to  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries at  Gottenbuig. 
Dbpartment  op  Statb,  Jan,  28, 1814. 

Gbntlbmen  :  Tbe  British  Government  having 
deelined  the  Russian  mediation,  and  proposed  to 
treat  directly  with  the  United  States,  the  Presi- 
dent ha&  on  due  consideration,  thought  proper  to 
accept  the  overture.  To  give  effect  to  this  ar- 
rangement, it  was  necessary  that  a  new  commia- 
aion  should  be  formed,  and«  for  that  purpose,  that 
a  new  nomination  should  he  made  to  the  Senate, 
by  whose  advice  and  consent  this  important  trust 
is  committed  to  yod. 

You  will  consider  the  instructions  given  to  the 
commission  totreat  under  the  mediaiion  of  Rus- 
sia as  applicable  to  the  negotiation  with  which 
yoa  are  now  charged,  except  as  they  may  be  mod- 
ified by  this  letter. 

1  shall  call  your  attention  to  the  most  inipor- 
tant  grounds  of  the  controversy  with  Great  Brit- 
ain only,  and  make  such  remarks  on  each,  and 
on  the  whole  subject,  as  have  occurred  since  the 
date  of  the  former  instructions,  and  are  deemed 
applicable  to  the  present  juncture,  taking  into 
view  the  negotiation  in  which  you  are  now  about 
to  engage. 

On  impressment— as  to  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  be  exempted  from  it— I  have  nothing 
to  add.     The  sentiments  of  the  President 


have  undergone  no  change  on  that  important  so^ 
ject.  This  degrading  practice  must  cease;  onr 
flag  must  protect  the  crew,  or  the  United  States 
cannot  consider  themselves  an  independent  na- 
tion. To  settle  this  d  ifference  amicably,  the  Pr^ 
sident  is  willing,  as  you  are  already  informed  by 
the  former  instructions,  to  remove  all  pretext  for 
it  to  the  British  Government,  by  excluding  all 
British  seamen  from  our  vessels;  and  even  to 
extend  the  exclusion  to  all  British  subjects,  if  ne- 
cessary, excepting  only  the  few  already  natural- 
ized ;  and  to  stipulate,  likewise,  the  surrender  of 
all  British  seamen  deserting  in  our  ports  in  future 
from  British  vessels,  public  or  private.    It  was 

E resumed  by  all  dispassionate  persons,  that  tbe 
ite  law  of  Congress  relative  to  seamen  wonU 
effectually  accomplish  the  object.  But  the  Pres- 
ident is  willing,  as  you  find,  to  prevent  a  possibil- 
ity of  failure,  to  go  further. 

Should  a  treaty  be  made,  it  is  proper,  and  it  would 
have  a  conciliatory  effect,  that  all  our  impressed 
seamen  who  may  be  discharged  under  it  should 
be  paid  for  their  services  by  the  British  Gbvern- 
ment.  for  the  time  of  their  detention,  the  wages 
which  they  might  have  obtained  in  the  merchant 
service  of  their  own  country. 

Blockade  is  the  subject  next  in  point  of  impor- 
tance, which  you  will  have  to  arrange.  In  the 
instructions  bearing  date  on  the  15tb  of  Aprils 
1813.  it  was  remarked  that,  as  tbe  British  Uov- 
ernnient  had  revoked  its  Orders  in  Council,  and 
agreed  that  no  blockade  could  be  legal  which 
was  not  supported  by  an  adequate  force,  and  that 
such  adequate  force  should  be  applied  to  anv 
blockade  which  it  might  thereafter  institute,  this 
cause  of  controversy  seemed  to  be  removed.  Fur- 
ther reflection,  however,  has  added  great  force  to 
the  expediency  and  importance  of  a  precise  defi- 
nition of  the  public  law  on  this  subject  There 
is  much  cause  to  presume  that,  if  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  had  taken  place  in  time  to 
have  been  known  here  before  the  declaration  of 
war,  and  had  had  the  effect  of  preventing  the 
declaration,  not  only  that  no  provision  woold 
have  been  obtained  against  impressment,  but  that, 
under  the  name  of  blockade,  the  same  extent  of 
coast  would  have  been  covered  by  proclamation 
as  had  been  covered  by  the  Orders  in  CouneiL 
The  war,  which  these  abuses  and  impressment 
contributed  so  much  to  produc^  might  possibly 
prevent  that  consequence.  But  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory,  if  not  more  safe,  to  guard  against  it 
by  a  formal  definition  in  the  treat  v.  It  is  true, 
should  the  British  Government  violate  again  the 
legitimate  principles  of  blockade,  in  whatever 
terms  or  under  whatever  pretext  it  might  be  done, 
the  United  States  would  have  in  their  hands  a 
correspondent  resort;  but  a  principal  object  in 
making  peace  is  to  prevent,  by  the  justice  and 
reciprocity  of  the  conditions,  a  recurrence  <tgain 
to  war  for  the  same  cause.  If  the  British  Gov- 
ernment sincerely  wishes  to  make  a  durable  peace 
with  the  United  States,  it  can  have  no  reason- 
able objection  to  a  just  definition  of  blockade,  es- 
pecially as  the  two  Governments  have  agreed, 
m  their  correspondence,, in  all  its  essential  fet- 
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ttnvt.  The  iBsCraetioiw of  the  Iftib  of  April,  lti8, 
bare  smted  in  what  manfier  tbe  President  is 
willing  to  arrange  this  differenee. 

On  the  other  neatral  rights  ennmerated  in  tbe 
former  instraetions,  I  shall  remark  only  that  the 
catalofQe  is  limited  in  a  manner  to  evince  a  spirit 
of  aceommodatioa ;  that  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed in  each  inslaaee  is  jnst  in  itself;  that  it 
corresponds  with  the  general  spirit  of  treaties  be* 
tween  commercial  Powers ;  and  that  Great  Brix* 
ain  has  sanctiooed  it  in  many  treaties,  and  gone 
berond  it  in  some. 

[ConfideDtiai  paragraph  No.  1,  omitted.] 

On  the  claim  to  indemnity  for  spoliations,  t 
have  only  to  refer  yon  to  what  was  said  ia  the 
Inrmcr  tnstractioas.  I  have  to  add,  that  should 
a  treaty  be  formed,  it  is  inst  ia  itself,  and  would 
have  a'bftppy  effect  on  the  future  relations  of  the 
two  countries,  if  indemnity  should  be  stipulated 
00  each  side  for  tbe  destruction  of  all  unfortified 
towns,  and  other  private  property,  contrary  to  tbe 
laws  and  usages  of  war.  It  is  equall  y  proper  that 
the  negroes  taken  from  the  Soatbero  States  should 
be  returned  to  their  owners,  or  paid  for  at  their 
§M  value.  It  is  kaown  that  a  shameful  traffic 
has  been  carried  on  in  tbe  West  Indies,  by  th# 
sale  of  these  persons  there,  by  those  who  professed 
to  be  their  deliverers.  Of  this  fact,  the  proof 
which  has  reached  this  Department  shall  be  fur- 
nished you.  If  yiese  slaves  are  considered  as  isaa* 
aembatauls.tbey  ought  to  be  restored ;  if  as  proper- 
ty, they  ought  to  be  paid  for.  Tbe  Treaty  of  Peace 
contains  an  article  which  recognises  tbis  prtnctple. 

Ia  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  con- 
ditions on  which  you  are  to  insist  in  the  proposed 
negotiation,  you  will  find,  on  a  comparison  of 
them  with  tbose  stated  in  the  former  instrvctioas, 
that  tliere  is  no  material  differeaee  between  them, 
tbe  two  last  mentioned  claims  to  indemnity  ex* 
eepted,  which  have  originated  skice  the  date  of 
those  instructions.  The  principal  object  of  tbis 
review  has  been  to  show  that  the  sentiments  of 
the  President  are  tbe  same  in  every  iostanoe,  aod 
that  the  reasons  for  maintaining  them  have  be- 
come more  evident  and  strong  since  tbe  date  of 
those  instructions. 

In  aeeeptiag  the  overture  of  the  British  Qor- 
etnment  to  treat  independently  of  tbe  Raissian 
Biediaiion,  the  United  States  have  acted  on  prin- 
ciples whicb  bave  governed  them  in  everv  trans* 
action  relating  to  peace  since  the  war.  Had  tbe 
British  Qorernment  accepted  the  Ruastan  medi- 
ation, the  United  Stales  would  bave  treated  for 
themselvejs  independently  of  any  other  Power ; 
and  bad  Great  Britain  met  them  on  just  condi- 
tions, peace  would  have  been  the  immediate  result. 
Had  she  refused  to  accede  to  such  conditioos.  aad 
attempted  to  dioime  others,  a  knowledge  of  the 
views  of  other  Powers  on  those  points  might  have 
been  useful  to  tbe  United  Stales.  In  agreeing  to 
tyeat  directly  with  Great  Britain,  not  only  is  no 
confeessioo  contemplated  on  any  point  in  contro- 
versy, but  the  same  desire  is  cherished  to  preserve 
a  good  understanding  with  Russia  and  the  other 
Baltic  Powers,  as  it  tbe  negotiation  bad  takeu 
place  sader  the  mediation  of  Roaeia. 


tConfideatial  paragt^h  Ne.  3,  ooaitled.} 
t  is  probable  that  the  British  Govern  meat  may 
have  declined  the  Russian  oaediation  from   the 
apprehension  of  an  understanding  between  tlie 
United  States  and  Russia  for  very  different  pur- 
poses from  those  which  have  beeo  contemplated, 
in  the  hope  that  a  much  better  treaty  might  be 
obtained  of  the  United  States,  in  a  direct  negoti- 
ation, than  could  be  obtained  under  tbe  RnaaiaB 
mediation,  and  with  a  view  to  profit  of  tbe  c<ut* 
cessions  which  might  thus  be  made  by  (be  Urn* 
ted  States  in  future  negotiations  with  tbe  Baiuc 
Powers.    If  this  was  the  object  of  the  Britisii 
Government,  (and  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  nay 
other.)  it  clearly  proves  the  advantage  to  be  de* 
rived,  in  the  proposed  negotiation,  from  tbe  aid 
of  tbose  Powers,  in  securing  from  tbe  Britisb 
Government  such  conditions  as  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  all  parties*    It  would  be  highly  iMHiora- 
ble  as  well  as  advantageous  to  tbe  United  Staiea, 
if  the  negotiation  witb  which  you  are  ebaiged 
should  terminate  in  such  a  treaty. 
[Confidential  paragraph  No.  3,  omitted.] 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Monroe,  Secietanr  of  Sute,  to  tbe  Plen^teatisb- 
ries  of  the  Umted  States  at  Gotteobnig. 
Department  of  State,  Jan.  30, 1614. 

GBNTLncEN :  In  addition  to  the  claims  to  in* 
demnity,  stated  in  your  preceding  instructions,  I 
have  to  request  your  attention  to  tbe  folLowiag, 
to  which,  it  is  presumed,  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion: 

.  On  tbe  declaration  of  war  by  tbe  United  States, 
there  happened  to  be,  in  the  ordinary  course  oi 
commerce,  several  Autertcaa  vessels  and  cargoes 
in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  whicb  were  teaed 
and  condemned ;  and,  in  one  instance,  an  Amer> 
lean  ship  whicb  fled  from  Algi€»rs,  in  conseooenee 
of  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  Dey,  lo  Gibral- 
tar, with  the  American  Consul  and  some  public 
stores  on  board,  shared  a  like  fate. 

After  tbe  declaration  of  war,  Congress  passed 
an  act  allowing  to  Britisb  subjects  six  moadis, 
from  the  date  or  the  declaration,  to  remove  tbetr 
property  out  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence 
of  which  many  vessels  were  removed,  witb  their 
carffoes.  I  add,  with  confidence,  that,  on  a  lib- 
eral construction  of  tbe  spirit  of  tbe  law,  some 
vessels  were  permitted  to  depart,  even  after  rbe 
eipiration  of  the  term  specified  in  the  Imw.  I 
will  endeavor  to  put  in  your  possession  a  list  of 
these  cases.  A  general  reciprocal  provisioa,  how- 
ever, will  be  best  adapted  to  tbe  object  in  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dS^. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  CommiMionen  of 

the  United  Ststes  fbr  treating  witb  Great  Britain. 

Dbpaetment  of  State,  Feb.  10  ISIL 

GEifTLBMBN :  Should  you  condnde  a  treity. 

and  not  obtain  a  satisfactory  amngemeat  of  nen- 

tial  rights,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  provide 
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that  tbe  United  States  shall  bare  adyaota^ e  c€ 
any  stipQlatioas  more  ikyorableto  neutral  nations, 
that  flaay  be  established  between  Ghreat  Britain 
and  other  Powers.  A  precedent  for  snch  a  pro- 
Tision  is  foand  in  a  declaratory  article  between 
Great  Britain  and  Rnssia,  bearingf  date  on  the  8th 
October,  1801,  explanatory  of  the  second  section 
third  article  of  a  conTention  concladed  between 
tbem  on  the  0th  of  June  of  the  same  year. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMBS  MONROB. 

Extract— The  Secretsiy  of  State  to  the  Commission- 
exs  of  the  United  States  for  treating  with  Great 
Britain. 

Dbpabtmsnt  of  Stats,  Feb.  14, 1814. 

I  xeeeired  last  night  your  letter  of  the  15th  Oc- 
tober, with  extracts  of  letters  from  Mr»  Adams 
and  Mr.  Harris  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  November. 

It  appears  that  you  had  no  knowledge,  at  the 
date  even  of  the  last  letter,  of  the  answer  of  the 
British  GoFernment  to  the  offer  which  had  been 
made  to  it  a  second  time  of  the  Russian  media- 
tion. Hence  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the  proposi- 
tion made  to  this  Govern  meat,  bv  the  Bramble, 
was  made  not  only  without  your  knowledge,  but 
witboutthesanction,if  not  without  the  knowledge, 
of  the  Emperor.  Intelligence  from  other  sources 
strengthens  this  inference.  If  this  view  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British  Gbvern  mentis  well  founded, 
the  motive  for  it  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  may 
fairly  be  presumed  that  it  was  to  prevent  a  good 
understanding  and  concert  between  the  United 
States  and  Russia  and  Sweden,  on  the  subject  of 
neutral  rights,  in  the  hope  that  by  drawing  the 
negotiation  to  England,  and  depriving  you  of  an 
opportunity  of  free  communication  with  those 
Powers,  a  treaty  less  favorable  to  the  United 
States  might  be  obtained,  which  might  afterwards 
be  used  with  advantage  by  Great  Britain  in  her 
negotiations  with  those  Powers. 

By  an  article  in  the  former  instructions,  you 
were  authorized,  in  making  a  treaty  to  prevent 
impressment  from  our  vessels,  to  stipulate,  pro- 
vided a  certain  term  could  not  be  agreed  on,  that 
it  might  continue  in  force  for  the  present  war 
in  Europe  only.  At  that  time  it  seemed  proba- 
ble that  the  war  might  last  many  years.  Re- 
cent appeaianeeai  hawever,  indicate  the  conirary. 
fihoold  peace  be  made  in  Europe,  aa  the  |Mracti- 
cal  evil  of  which  we  complain,  in  regard  to  im- 
pressment, would  cease,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
British  Gk>vernment  would  have  less  objection  to 
a  stipulation  to  forbear  that  practice  for  a  speci- 
fied term,  than  it  would  have  should  the  war  con- 
tinue. In  concluding  a  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
even  in  case  of  a  previous  general  peace  in  Eu- 
rope, it  is  im(|ortant  to  the  United  States  to  ob- 
tain such  a  stipulation. 

Mr.  Monroe,  Seoretaiy  of  State,  to  the  Plenipolsntia- 
riet  of  the  United  States  at  Gottenbnig. 
Department  of  State,  March  21, 1814. 
Gbntlbhen  :  By  the  cartel  Chauneey  you  will 
receive  this,  with  duplicates  of  the  commission 


to  tf  eat  with  Great  Brimin,  and  of  tW  ioalraciioae 
and  other  docnmeuts  that  were  forwarded  by  fbe 
John  Adams.  This  vessel  is  sent  to  guard  agaiMt 
any  accident  which  might  attend  the  other. 

(Confidential  paragraph  omitted.] 

If  a  satisfactory  arrangement  can  beeoneladed 
with  Great  Britain,  the  sooner  it  is  aceompKehed 
the  happier  for  both  countries.  If  such  an  ar- 
ranffenMDt  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  important  to 
the  United  Stetes  to  be  acquainted  with  it  with- 
out delay.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  receive  firom  you 
an  account  of  the  smte  of  the  ■egoliatton  and  its 
proapects,  as  soon  as  you  may  be  me  to  communi- 
cate anything  of  an  intereeting  nature  respecting 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc» 

JAMES  MOBTROB. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Bnvoye  Eztraordinaij  and  Minie- 
ters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 
DBPAnTMBiiT  OF  State,  Junc  25, 1814 

Gbntlembn  :  No  communication  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  joint  roiaeion  which  was  appointed 
to  meet  the  Commissioners  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment at  Qottenburg.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Bay- 
ard at  Amsterdam,  of  the  18th  of  March,  waa  the 
last  from  either  of  our  Commissioners.  It  was 
inferred  from  that  letter,  and  other  commnnica- 
tione,  that  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr. 
Adams,  would  be  in  Gotten  burg ;  and  it  has  been 
understood  from  other  sources  that  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  Russell  had  arrived  there  about  the  15tb  of 
April.  It  is,  therefore,  expected  that  a  meeting 
wiU  have  taken  place  in  May,  and  that  we  shall 
soon  be  made  acquainted  with  your  sentiments 
of  the  probable  result  of  the  negotiation* 

It  is  impossible,  with  the  lights  which  have 
reached  us,  to  asceruio  the  pre»nt  disposition  of 
the  British  Government  towards  an  accommoda- 
tion with  the  United  States.  We  think  it  proba- 
ble that  the  late  events  in  France  may  have  iiad 
a  teadency  to  increase  its  pretenstcws. 

At  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  injured  by 
France,  the  United  States  have  sustained  thie 
attitude  founded  on  those  relatione.  No  reliance 
was  placed  on  the  good  offices  of  France  in  bring- 
ing the  war  with  Great  Britain  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion.    Looking  steadily  to  an  hoaorabw 

Kace,  and  the  ultimate  attainment  of  justice  from 
th  Powers,  the  President  has  endeavored,  by  a 
consistent  and  honorable  policy,  to  take  advan- 
tage of  every  circumstance  that  might  promote 
that  result.  He,  nevertheless,  knew  that  France 
held  a  place  in  the  political  system  of  Europe  and 
of  the  world,  which,  as  a  check  on  Ensland,  could 
not  fail  to  be  useful  to  us.  What  emct  the  late 
events  may  have  had,  in  these  respects,  is  the 
important  circumstance  of  which  you  are,  doubt- 
less, better  informed  than  we  can  be. 

The  President  accepted  the  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia from  a  respect  for  the  character  of  the  Em- 
peror, and  a  belief  that  our  cause,  in  all  the  points 
in  controversy,  would  gain  strength  by  being 
made  known  to  him.  On  the  same  principle  he 
preferrad  (in  accepting  the  British  overture  to 
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tvett  iDdependentiy  of  the  Rottian  inedmttoo)  to 
opoD  the  negottatioa  on  the  Continent  rather 
thao  at  London. 

It  was  inferred  fom  the  general  policy  of  Ras- 
sia,  and  the  fricndljr  sentiments  and  interposition 
of  the  £mperor,  that  a  respect  for  both  would 
hare  macb  influence  with  the  British  Csbinet  in 
promoting  a  pacific  policy  towards  as.  The  man- 
ner, howerer,  in  which  it  is  understood  that  a 
Smerai  pacification  is  taking  place;  the  influence 
reat  Britain  may  have  in  modifying  the  arrange- 
ments involved  in  it ;  the  resources  she  majr  be 
able  to  employ  exclusively  ajgpaiost  the  United 
States;  and  the  uncertainty  ofthe  precise  course 
which  Russia  may  pursue  in  relation  to  the  war 
between  the  United  States 'and  Great  Britain, 
naturally  claim  attention,  and  raise  the  important 
question  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment, on  which  it  is  presumed  your  negotiations 
will  essentially  turn,  whether  your  powers  ought 
not  to  be  enlarged  so  as  to  enable  you  to  five  to 
those  circumstances  all  the  weight  to  whicli  they 
may  be  entitled.  On  fuU  consideration  it  has 
been  decided,  that,  in  case  no  stipulation  can  be 
obtained  from  the  British  Qovernmeat  at  this 
moment,  when  its  pretensions  may  have  been 
much  heightened  by  recent  events,  and  the  state 
of  Europe  be  most  favorable  to  them,  either  re- 
linquishing the  claim  to  impress  from  American 
Tessels,  or  discontinuing  the  practice,  even  in 
consideration  of  the  proposed  exclusion  from  them 
of  British  seamen,  you  may  concur  in  an  article 
stipulating  that  the  subject  of  impressment,  to- 
gethe>  with  that  of  commerce  between  the  two 
eoQtttries,  be  referred  to  a  separate  negotiation,  to 
be  undertaken  without  delay,  at  such  place  as  you 
may  be  able  to  agree  on,  preferring  this  city  if  to 
be  obtained.  I  annex  at  the  close  of  this  letter  a 
project  of  an  article  exprening  more  distinctly 
the  idea  which  it  is  intended  to  communicate, 
not  meaning  thereby  to  restrain  you  in  any  re- 
apect  as  to  the  form.  Commerce  and  seamen, 
the  objects  of  impressment,  may,  with  great  pro- 
priety, be  arranged  in  the  same  instrument.  Bv 
atipnlating  that  Commissioners  shall  forth  witn 
be  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  that  all  rights 
on  this  subject  shall,  in  the  meantime,  be  reserved, 
thefaith  of  the  British  Gbvernment  will  be  pledged 
to  a  fair  experiment  in  an  amicable  mode,  and 
the  honor  and  rights  of  the  United  States  secured. 
The  United  States  having  resisted  by  war  the 
practice  of  impressment,  and  continued  the  war 
until  that  practice  had  ceased  by  a  peace  in  Eu- 
rope, their  object  has  been  essentially  obtained 
for  the  present.  It  may  reasonably  be  expected 
that  the  arrangement  contemplated  and  provided 
for,  will  take  efiect  before  a  new  war  in  Europe 
shall  furnish  an  occasion  for  reviving  the  prac- 
tice. Should  this  arrangement,  however,  fail, 
and  the  practice  be  again  revived,  the  United 
States  will  again  be  at  liberty  to  repel  it  by  war, 
and  that  they  will  do  so  cannot  be  doubled ;  for 
after  the  proof  which  they  have  already  given  of 
a  firm  resistance  in  that  mode,  persevered  in  un- 
til the  practice  had  ceased,  under  circumstances 
the  most  favorable,  it  cannot  be  presumed  that 


the  practice  will  ever  be  tolerated  a^ii.  Cec- 
tain  it  is,  that  every  day  will  render  it  more  in- 
eliffible  in  Great  Britain  to  make  the  atteapt. 

In  contemplating  the  appointment  of  Gomoiis- 
sioners,  to  be  made  after  the  ratification  of  ciie 
present  treaty,  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  treaty 
to  regulate  commerce,  and  provide  against  ink* 
pressmen  t.  it  is  meant  only  to  show  the  extent  to 
which  you  may  go,  io  a  spirit  of  aecommodation. 
if  necessary.  Should  the  British  GovernoieDt  be 
willing  to  take  the  subject  up  immediately  wicli 
you,  it  would  be  much  preferred,  in  which  ease 
the  proposed  article  would,  of  course,  be  adapted 
to  the  purpose. 

Information  has  been  received,  from  a  m&aiter 
deserving  attention,  that  the  lateevenu  in  France 
have  produced  such  an  efiect  on  the  British  Got- 
ernment  as  to  make  it  probable  that  a  demand 
will  be  made  at  Gottenburg  to  surrender  onr  right 
to  the  fisheries ;  to  abandon  all  trade  bejrond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  to  cede  Lonisiana  to 
Spain.  We  cannot  believe  that  snch  a  demand 
will  be  made.  Should  it  be,  yon  will  of  course 
treat  it  as  it  deserves.  These  rights  most  not  be 
brought  into  discussion.  If  insisted  on,  your  ne- 
gotiations will  cease. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gen- 
tlemen, your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Whereas,  by  the  peace  in  Europe,  the  essentiai 
causes  of  the  war  between  the  United  States,  and 
Great  Britain,  and  particularlv  the  practice  of 
impressment,  have  ceased,  ana  a  sincere  desire 
exists  to  arrange,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  boik 
parties,  all  questions  concerning  seamen,  and  it 
IS  also  their  desire  and  intention  to  arrange,  in  a 
like  satisfactory  manner,  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries,  it  is  therefore  agreed  that  Com- 
missioners shall  forthwith  be  appointed  on  each 
side,  to  meet  at  ^-— ,  with  full  power  to  negotiate 
and  conclude  a  treaty,  as  soon  as  may  be  practi- 
cable, for  the  arrangement  of  those  important  in- 
terests. It  is,  nevertheless,  understood,  that,  nntU 
such  treaty  be  formed,  each  parly  shall  retain  all 
its  rights,  and  that  all  American  citizens  who 
have  been  impressed  into  the  British  service  shall 
be  forthwith  discharged. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Monroe,  SecrslBiy  of  8tats» 
to  the  joint  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  fiir 
treating  of  peace  with  Great  Britain*  dated^ 

DsPAftTMiirr  OF  Statb,  Jwne  87,  I9ii. 
The  omission  to  send  Ministers  to  Gottenburg, 
without  a  previous  and  official  notilSeadon  of  the 
appointment  and  arrival  there  of  those  ofthe  Uni- 
tea  States,  a  formality,  which,  if  due  from  either 
party,  might  have  been  expected  from  that  mak- 
ing the  overture,  rather  than  that  accepting  it,  i% 
a  proof  of  a  dilatory  policy,  and  would,  in  other 
respects,  justify  animadversions,  if  there  was  less 
disposition  here  to  overlook  circumstances  of 
form,  when  interfering  with  more  sobstaotial 
objects. 

By  my  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  which  goes 
with  this,  you  will  find  that  the  sutyect  had  al- 
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ready  been  acted  on  imder  simiUr  impressions 
with  tiiose  whieti  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Qallatin's 
letter  conld  not  fail  to  prodnce.  Tlie  view,  how- 
ever, presented  bjr  them  is  mach  stronger,  and 
entitled  to  roach  greater  attention.  The  Presi- 
dent has  talien  the  subject  into  consideration 
again,  and  ffiven  to  their  suggestions  all  the  weight 
to  which  they  are  jastly  entitled. 

On  mature  consideration,  it  has  been  decided, 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances  alluded  to,  inci- 
dent to  a  prosecution  of  the  war,  you  may  omit 
any  stipulation  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  if 
found  indispensably  necessary  to  terminate  it. 
You  will,  or  course,  not  recur  to  this  expedient 
until  all  your  efforts  to  adjust  the  eontrotersy  in 
a  more  satisfactory  manner  have  failed.  As  it  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  United  States,  in  suffer- 
ing the  treaty  to  be  silent  on  the  subject  of  im* 
pressmen t^  to  admit  (he  British  claim  thereon,  or 
to  relinquish  that  of  the  United  Slates,  it  is  highly 
important  that  any  such  inference  be  entirely  pre- 
cluded, by  a  declaration  or  protest,  in  some  form 
or  other,  that  the  omission  is  not  to  hare  any  such 
effect  or  tendency.  Any  modification  of  the  prac- 
tice, to  prevent  abuses,  being  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  right  in  Great  Britain,  is  utterly  inadmis- 
sible. 

Although  Gk>ttenburg  was  contemplated  at  the 
time  your  comnaission  was  made  out^  as  the  seat 
of  the  negotiation,  yet  your  commission  itself 
does  not  confine  you  to  it.  You  are  at  liberty, 
therefore,  to  transfer  the  negotiation  to  any  other 
place  made  more  eligible  by  a  change  of  circum- 
atances.  Amsterdam  and  the  Hague  readily  pre- 
sent themselves  as  preferable  to  any  place  in  Efng- 
laad.  If,  however,  you  should  be  of  opinion  that, 
under  all  circumstances,  the  negotiation  in  that 
country  will  be  attended  with  advantages  out- 
weighing the  objections  to  it,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  transfer  it  there. 

Extract  of  a  latter  from  the  Secretary  of  Bute  to  the 
Commisslonera  of  the  United  States  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  dated 

DaPAaTMBHT  OP  Statc, 

August  U,lSli. 

I  bad  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  3d  of  this 
month,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, of  the  8dd  of  May,  and  one  from  Mr.  Ghilla- 
tin  of  the  2d  of  June. 

The  President  approves  the  arrangement  com- 
municated by  those  gentlemen  for  transferring 
the  negotiation  with  the  British  Government 
from  Gtottenhurg  to  Ghent.  It  is  presumed,  from 
Mr.  Gallatin's  letter,  that  the  meeting  took  place 
towards  the  latter  end  of  June,  and  tnat  we  shall 
soon  hear  from  you  what  will  be  its  probable  re- 
sult. 

By  my  letters  of  the  25th  and  27th  of  June,  of 
which  another  copy  is  now  forwarded,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  President,  as  to  the  conditions  on 
which  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  conclude  a 
treaty  of  peace,  are  made  known  to  you.  It  is 
presumed  that  either  in  the  mode  suggested  in 
my  letter  of  the  85th  of  Jane,  which  is  mneh 


preferred,  or  by  permitting  the  treaty  to  be  ailenl 
on  the  subject,  as  i«  authorized  in  the  letter  of  the 
27th  of  June,  the  question  of  impressment  may 
be  so  disposed  of  as  to  form  no  obstacle  to  a  pa- 
cification. This  Government  can  go  no  further, 
because  it  will  make  no  sacrifice  of  the  rights  or 
honor  of  the  nation. 

If  Great  Britain  does  not  terminate  the  war  oa 
the  conditions  which  you  are  authorized  toadopc, 
she  has  other  objects  in  it  than  those  for  which 
she  has  hitherto  professed  to  contend.  That  such 
are  entertained,  there  is  much  reason  to  presume. 
These,  whatever  they  may  be,  must  and  will  be 
resisted  by  the  United  States.  The  conflict  mar 
be  severe,  but  it  will  be  borne  with  firmness,  and, 
as  we  confidently  believe,  be  attended  with  suc- 


From  the  Commissioners  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  for  treating  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

GaaifT,  AuguH  12, 1814. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  diat 
the  Briiiah  Commissioners,  Lord  Gambier,  Hen- 
ry Goolbum,  Esq.,  and  William  Adams,  Esq., 
arrived  in  this  city  on  Saturday  evening,  thefitn 
instant.  The  day  after  their  arrival,  Mr.  Baker, 
their  secretary,  called  upon  us  to  give  us  notice 
of  the  fact,  and  to  propose  a  meeting  at  a  certain 
hour  on  the  ensuing  day.  The  place  having  beea 
agreed  upon,  we  accordingly  met  at  one  o'clock' 
on  Mondav,  the  8th  instant. 

We  enclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  full  pow- 
ers exhibited  by  the  British  Commissioners  at 
that  conference,  which  was  opened,  on  their  part, 
by  an  expression  of  the  sincere  and  earnest  desire 
of  their  Government  that  the  negotiation  mi^ht 
result  in  a  solid  peace,  honorable  to  both  parties. 
They,  at  the  same  time,  declared  that  no  events 
which  had  occurred  since  the  first  proposal  for 
this  negotiation  had  altered  the  pacific  disposi- 
tion of  their  Government,  or  varied  its  views  as 
to  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  willing  to  coa- 
clude  the  peace. 

We  answered,  that  we  heard  these  declarations 
with  great  satisraetion,  and  that  our  Government 
had  acceded  to  the  proposal  of  negotiation,  widi 
the  most  sincere  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  dif- 
ferences which  divided  the  two  countries,  and  to 
lay,  upon  just  and  liberal  ground s,  the  foundation 
of  a  peace  which,  securing  the  riffhts  and  inter- 
ests of  both  nations,  should  unite  them  by  laating 
bonds  of  amity. 

The  British  Commissioners  then  stated  the  fol- 
lowing subjects  as  those  upon  which  it  appeared 
to  them  that  the  discussions  would  be  likely  to 
turn,  and  on  which  they  were  instructed : 

1st.  The  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  on  board 
of  merchant  vessels,  and.  in  connexion  with  it, 
the  claim  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  the  alle- 
giance of  all  the  native  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

We  understood  them  to  intimate  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government  did  not  propose  this  point  as  one 
which  they  were  particularly  desirous  of  discuss- 
ing ;  but  that,  as  it  had  occupied  so  promineat 
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ft  pfauM  in  the  dnpnte  between  the  two  cottstrieL 
it  neeesnrily  attracted  nottee,  and  wascoosidered 
ns  a  sttbject  whieh  wottld  come  under  dbcossion, 

2d.  Tke  Indian  allica  of  Great  Britain  to  be 
inelQded  in  the  pacification,  and  a  definite  bonai* 
dary  to  be  settled  for  their  territory. 

The  British  CommiBaionera  stated  that  an  nr*- 
laogement  upon  this  point  was  k  sine  qua  nan; 
that  they  were  not  anthorized  to  eonclude  a  treaty 
of  peace  which  did  not  embrace  the  Indians  as 
allies  of  His  Britannic  Majesty ;  and  that  tbe 
establishment  of  a  definite  boundary  of  the  Indian 
territory  was  necessary  to  secure  a  permanent 
peace,  not  only  with  the  lodians,  but  also  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

3d.  A  revision  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  the  adjacent  British  colo- 
nies. 

With  respect  to  this  point,  they  expressly  dis- 
claimed any  intention,  on  the  part  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, to  acquire  an  increase  of  territory,  and 
represented  the  proposed  revision  as  intended 
mereljr  for  the  pnrpoee  of  preventing  uncertainty 
and  dispute. 

After  having  stated  these  three  points  as  sob* 
jeets  of  discussion,  the  British  Coraimissioners 
added,  thst  before  they  desired  any  answer  from 
vs,  they  felt  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  declare, 
that  tbe  British  Government  did  not  deny  the 
right  of  the  Americans  to  the  fisheries  (fenenlly, 
or  in  the  open  seas ;  but  that  the  privileges  for^ 
'  merly  granted  by  treaty  to  tbe  United  States,  of 
fishing  within  the  limits  of  the  British  jurisdic- 
tion, and  of  landing  and  dryins^  fish  on  the  shores 
of  toe  British  territories,  would  not  be  renewed 
without  an  equivalent. 

The  extent  of  what  was  considered  by  them  as 
waters  peculiarly  British,  was  not  stated.  From 
the  manner  in  which  they  brought  this  subject 
into  view,  they  seemed  to  wish  us  to  understand 
that  they  were  not  anxious  that  it  should  be  dis- 
cussed, and  that  thev  only  iniended  to  give  us  no- 
tice that  these  privileges  had  ceased  to  exist,  and 
would  not  be  again  granted  without  an  equiva- 
lent, nor  unless  we  thought  proper  to  provide  ex- 
pressly in  the  treaty  of  jMace  for  their  renewal. 

The  British  Commissionen  having  staled  that 
these  were  all  the  subjeets  which  they  ioteiMled 
to  bring  forward,  or  to  suggest,  requested  to  be 
informed  whether  we  were  iostrocted  to  enter 
into  negotiation  on  these  several  points,  and  whe- 
ther there  was  any  amonjg^  these  which  we  thoagbt 
it  unnecessary  to  bring  wto  tbe  negotiation  ?  and 
they  desired  us  to  state,  on  our  part,  such  other 
subjects  as  we  might  intend  to  propose  for  dis- 
cussion in  the  course  of  the  negotiation.  The 
meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  tbe  next  day,  in 
order  to  afibrd  us  the  opportunity  of  a  consulta- 
tion among  ourselves,  before  we  gave  an  answer. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
we  received  your  letters  of  the  25th  and  27th  of 
June. 

There  could  be  no  hesitation  on  our  part  in  in- 
forming the  British  Commissioners  that  we  were 
not  instructed  on  the  subjects  of  Indian  pacifica- 
tion or  boundary,  and  of  fisheries;  nor  did  it  seem 


probable,  although  neither  of  tlicee  poiets  hftd 
been  stated  with  sufficient  precision  in  tike  first 
verbal  conference,  thai  the]r  conld  be  St/^MkiUed  la 
any  shape.    We  did  not  wish,  however,  to  fare- 
judge  tbe  result,  or,  by  any  hasty  proceeding,  ab- 
ruptly to  break  off  the  n^otiation.    It  was  not 
impossible  that,  on  the  subjeetof  the  lodiniis^tbe 
British  Government  had  received  erroneous  im« 
pressioos  from  the  Indian  traders  in  Cnondn, 
which  our  representations  might  remove.     Aaui 
it  appeared,  at  all  events,  important  to  aseercaia 
distinctly  the  precise  intentions  of  Gieat  Brimia 
on  both  points.    We,  therefore,  thought  it  advis- 
able to  invite  the  British  Commissioaers  to  a  gen- 
eral conversation  on  all  the  poinu;  stating  to 
them,  at  the  same  time,  our  want  of  instnactiooe 
on  two  of  them,  and  holding  out  no  expectation 
of  the  probability  of  our  agreeii^  to  any  artieie 
respecung  these. 

At  our  meeting  on  the  ensoing  day,  we  informed 
the  British  Commissioners  that,  upon  the  fiuntand 
third  points  proposed  by  them,  we  were  provided 
with  inatractioas ;  and  we  presented  as  further 
subjects  considered  by  our  Governmeat  as  suita- 
ble for  discussion — 

1st.  A  definition  of  blockade,  and,  as  far  as 
miffht  be  mutually  agreed,  of  other  neutral  and 
belligerent  rights. 

2d.  Claims  of  indemnity  in  certain  eases  of 
capture  and  seizure. 

We  then  stated  that  the  two  subjects,  first,  of 
Indian  pacification  and  boundary;  second,  of 
fisheries,  were  not  embraced  by  our  instractions. 
We  observed,  that  as  these  points  had  not  been 
heretofore  the  grounds  of  any  controversy  be- 
tween tbe  Government  of  Great  Britain  and  that 
of  the  United  States,  and  bad  not  been  alluded  to 
by  Lord  Caatlereagh  in  bis  letter  proposing  the 
negotiation^  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they 
should  have  been  anticipated  and  made  the  sub- 
ject of  instructions  by  our  Government.  That 
it  was  natural  to  be  supposed  that  our  instructions 
were  confined  to  those  subjects  upon  which  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  countries  were  known 
to  exist;  and  that  the  proposition  to  define,inihe 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain toe  boundary  of  the  Indian  possessions  within 
oor  own  territories,  was  new  and  witbout  exam- 
ple. No  such  provisbn  bad  been  inserted  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783,  nor  in  any  other  treaty 
between  the  two  countries.  Ifo  such  provisien 
had,  to  oor  knowledgc^ever  been  inserted  in  soy 
treaty  made  by  Great  Briuin,or  nay  other  Ears- 
peaa  Power,  in  relation  to  the  same  dcKription 
of  people,  existing  und«  like  cireamstanees.  We 
would  say,  however,  that  it  could  not  be  doobted 
that  peace  with  the  Indians  would  certainly  fol- 
low a  peace  with  Great  Briuin ;  that  we  had  in- 
formation that  commissioners  had  already  bees 
appointed  to  treat  with  them;  that  a  treaty  to 
that  effect  might,  perhaps^  have  been  already  coa- 
clttded;  and  that  the  United  States^  having  ao 
interest  nor  any  motive  to  continue  a  separate 
war  against  the  Indians,  there  could  never  be  a 
moment  when  our  Gh>vern men  t  would  not  be  dis- 
posed to  make  peace  with  them* 
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We  theo  expressed  our  wish  to  receive  from 
the  British  Comaaissioaers  a  statement  of  the 
views  aod  objects  of  Qreat  Britain  upon  all  the 
poiGts,  aod  our  willingness  to  discuss  them  all,  in 
order  that,  even  if  no  arrangement  could  be  agreed 
on  upon  the  points  not  included  in  our  instruc- 
tions, the  Qovernmentof  the  United  States  might 
be  possessed  of  the  entire  and  precise  intentions 
of  that  of  Great  Britain  respecting  these  points; 
and  that  the  British  GJovernment  might  be  fully 
informed  of  the  objectioos,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  any  such  arrangement. 

In  answer  to  our  remark,  that  these  points  had 
not  been  alluded  to  by  Lord  Castlereagh  in  his 
letter  proposing  the  negotiation,  it  was  said  that 
it  could  not  be  expected  that,  in  a  letter  merely 
intended  to  invite  a  negotiation,  he  should  enu- 
merate the  topics  of  discussion,  or  state  the  pre- 
tensions of  his  Government,  since  these  would 
depend  upon  ulterior  events,  and  might  arise  out 
of  a  subsequent  state  of  things. 

In  reply  to  our  observation,  that  the  proposed 
atipulatioo  of  an  Indian  boundary  was  without 
example  in  the  practice  of  fiuropean  nations,  it 
was  asserted  that  the  Indians  must  in  some  sort 
be  considered  as  an  independent  people,  since 
treaties  were  made  with  them  both  by  Great 
Britain  and  by  the  United  States ;  upon  which 
we  pointed  out  the  obvious  aod  important  differ- 
ence between  the  treaties  we  might  make  with 
Indians  living  in  our  territory  and  such  a  treaty 
as  was  proposed  to  be  made  respecting  them  with 
a  foreign  Power,  who  had  solemnly  acknowledged 
the  territory  on  which  they  resided  to  be  part  of 
the  United  Slates. 

We  were  then  asked  by  the  British*Commis- 
sioners,  whether,  in  case  they  should  enter  further 
upon  the  discussion  of  the  several  points  which 
had  been  stated,  we  could  expect  that  it  would 
terminate  by  some  provisional  arrangement  on 
the  points  on  which  we  had  no  instructions,  par- 
ticttlarly  on  that  respecting  the  Indians,  which 
arrangement  would  be  subject  to  the  ratification 
of  our  Government. 

We  answered,  that  before  the  subjects  were 
distinctly  understood,  and  the  objects  iu  view 
more  precisely  disclosed,  we  could  not  decide 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  form  any  satis- 
factory article  on  the  subject,  nor  pledge  ourselves 
as  to  the  exercise  of  a  discretion  under  our  pow* 
ers,even  with  respect  to  a  provisional  agreement. 
We  added^  that,  as  we  should  deeply  deplore  a 
rupture  of  the  negotiation  on  any  point,  it  was 
our  anxious  desire  to  employ  all  possible  means 
to  avert  an  event  so  serious  in  its  consequences  $ 
and  that  we  had  not  been  without  hopes  that  a 
discussion  might  correct  the  effect  of  any  errone- 
ous information  which  the  British  Government 
might  have  received  on  the  subject  which  they 
had  proposed  as  a  preliminary  basis. 

We  took  this  opportunity  to  remark,  that  no 
nation  observed  a  policy  more  liberal  and  humane 
towards  the  Indians  than  that  pursued  by  the 
United  Stales;  that  our  object  had  been,  by  all 
practicable  means,  to  introduce  civilization  among 
them ;  that  their  possessions  were  secured  to  them , 
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by  well-defined  boundaries ;  that  their  persons, 
lands,  and  other  property,  were  now  more  effect- 
ually protected  against  violence  or  frauds,  from 
any  quarter,  than  they  had  been  under  any  former 
Government;  that  even  our  citizens  were  not  al- 
lowed to  purchase  their  lands  ;i  that  when  they 
gave  up  their  title  to  any  portion  of  their  country 
to  the  United  States,  it  was  by  voluntary  treaty 
with  our  Government,  who  gave  them  a  satis- 
factory equivalent;  and  that  through  these  means 
the  United  Slates  bad  succeeded  in  preserving, 
since  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  of  1795,  an  unin- 
terrupted peace  of  sixteen  years  with  all  the  In- 
dian tribes — a  period  of  tranquillity  much  longer 
than  they  were  known  to  have  enjoyed  hereto- 
fore. 

It  was  then  expressly  stated  on  our  part,  that 
the  proposition  respecting  the  Indians  was  not 
distinctly  understood.  We  asked  whether  the 
pacification  and  the  settlement  of  a  boundary  for 
them  were  both  made  z$inequa  nan?  which  was 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  question  was 
then  asked  the  British  Commissioners,  whether 
the  proposed  Indian  boundary  was  intended  to 
preclude  the  United  States  from  the  right  of  pur- 
chasing by  treaty  from  the  Indians,  without  the 
consent  of  Great  Britain,  lands  lying  beyond  that 
boundary^  and  as  a  restriction  upon  the  Indians 
from  selling,  by  amicable  treaties,  lands  to  the 
United  States,  as  had  been  hitherto  practised  ? 

To  this  question  it  was  first  answered,  by  one 
of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  Indians  would 
not  be  restricted  from  selling  their  lands,  but  that 
the  United  Stales  would  be  restricted  from  pur- 
chasing them ;  and,  on  reflection,  another  of  the 
Commissioners  stated  that  it  was  intended  that 
the  Indian  territories  should  be  a  barrier  between 
the  British  dominions  and  (hose  of  the  United 
States ;  that  both  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Stales  should  be  restricted  from  purchasing  their 
lands ;  but  that  the  Indians  might  sell  them  to  a 
third  party. 

The  proposition  respecting  Indian  boundaries, 
thus  expUtined,  and  connected  with  the  right  or 
sovereignty  ascribed  to  the  Indians  over  the  coun- 
try, amounted  to  nothing  less  than  a  demand  of 
the  absolute  cession  of  the  rights  both  of  sover- 
eignty and  of  soil.  We  cannot  abstain  from  re- 
marking to  you,  that  the  subject  of  Indian  boun- 
dary was  indistinctly  stated  when  first  proposed, 
aod  that  the  explanations  were  at  first  obscure, 
and  always  given  with  reluctance ;  and  it  was 
declared,  from  the  first  moment,  to  be  a  nne  qua 
non,  rendering  any  discussion  unprofitable  until 
it  was  admitted  as  a  basis.  Knowing  that  we  had 
no  power  to  cede  to  the  Indians  any  part  of  our 
territory,  we  thought  it  unnecessary  to  ask,  what 
probably  would  not  have  been  answered  till  the 
principle  was  admitted,  where  the  line  of  demar- 
cation of  the  Indian  country  was  proposed  to  be 
established. 

The  British  Commissioners,  after  having  re- 
peated that  their  instructions'  on  the  subject  of 
the  Indians  were  peremptory,  staled  that,  unless 
we  could  give  some  assurance  that  our  powers 
would  allo^  us  to  make  at  least  a  provisional  ar- 
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not  be  misoDdentood.  The  cause  of  the  United 
States  would  theaceforward  become  the  common 
cause  of  nations.  A  concession  by  them  would 
operate  to  the  disadyantage  of  every  other  Power. 
They  would  all  find,  in  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain,  an  unequivocal  determination  to  destroy 
the  rights  of  other  flags,  and  to  usurp  the  absolute 
dominion  of  the  ocean.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that 
the  British  GoTemment  will  find  it  neither  for 
the  honor  nor  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  push 
things  to  that  extremity,  but  will  have  accepted 
this  mediation,  and  have  sent  a  Minister  or  Min- 
isters to  St.  Petersburg  with  full  powers  to  adjust 
the  controversy  on  fair  and  just  conditions. 

Should  improper  impressions  have  been  taken 
of  the  probable  consequences  of  the*war,  you 
will  have  ample  means  to  remove  them.  It  is 
certain,  that  from  its  prosecution  Great  Britain 
can  promise  to  herselr  no  advantage,  while  she 
exposes  herself  to  great  expenses  and  to  the  dan- 
ger of  still  greater  losses.  The  people  of  the 
United  States,  accustomed  to  the  indulgence  of  a 
long  peace,  roused  by  the  causes  and  the  progress 
of  the  war^  are  rapidly  acquiring  military  habits 
and  becoming  tf  military  people.  Our  knowledge 
in  naval  tactics  has  increased,  as  has  our  maritime 
atrength.  The  gallantry  and  success  of  our  tittle 
Navy  have  formed  an  epoch  in  naval  history. 
The  Inurels  which  these  brave  men  have  gained, 
not  for  themselves,  but  for  their  country,  from  an 
enemy  pre-eminent  in  naval  exploits,  for  ages 
pist,  are  among  the  proudest  boasts  of  their  grate- 
M  and  afiectionate  fellow-citizens.  Our  manu- 
ftietnree  have  taken  an  astounding  ^wth.  In 
abort  in  every  circumstance,  in  which  the  war 
ia  felt,  its  pressure  tends  evidently  to  unite  our 
people,  to  draw  out  our  resources,  to  invigorate 
nur  means,  and  to  make  us  more  truly  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  and,  as  far  as  may  be  necessarf, 
n  great  maritime  Power. 

If  the  British  Government  accejpts  the  media- 
tion of  Russia,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  restore  a 
Ipood  intelligenoe  between  the  two  countries,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  a  fair  opportunity  will  be 
afforded  for  the  arrangement  of  many  other  im- 
portant interests,  with  advantage  to  both  parties. 
The  adjustment  of  the  controversy  relating  to 
impressment  only,  though  yery  important,  would 
leaye  much  unnnisbed.  Almost  every  neutral 
right  has  been  violated ;  and  its  violation  persist 
fed  hi  to  the  moment  that  war  was  declared.  The 
President  sincerely  desires,  and  it  is  doubtless  for 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  to  prevent  the  like 
fn  future.  The  interposition  of  the  Emperor  of 
Rnasia  to  promote  an  accommodation  of  these 
diflSerences  is  deemed  particularly  auspicious. 

[Confidential  paragraph  No.  1,  omitted.] 

A  strong  hope  is,* therefore,  entertained  that  full 
powers  will  be  ffiven  to  the  British  Commission* 
ats  to  arrange  all  these  grounds  of  controversy  in 
a  satisfactory  manner.  In  entering  on  this  inter- 
esling  part  of  your  duty,  the  first  object  which 
will  claim  your  attention  is  that  of  blockade.  The 
Tiolation  of  our  neutral  right  by  illegal  blockades, 
carried  to  an  enormous  extent,  by  Orders  in  Coun- 
eili  was  a  principal  cause  of  the  war.    These 


orders,  however,  and  trith  them  the  blockade  of 
May,  1806,  and.  as  is  understood,  all  other  ifiegal 
blockades,  have  been  repealed,  so  that  that  cause 
of  war  has  been  removed.  All  that  is  now  expect- 
ed is,  that  the  British  Government  will  unite  in 
a  more  precise  definition  of  blockade,  and  in  this 
no  difliculty  is  anticipated,  for  having  declared 
that  no  blockade  would  be  legal,  which  was  not 
supported  by  an  adequate  rorce,  and  that  the 
blockades  which  it  might  institute  should  be  sop- 
ported  by  an  adequate  force,  there  appears  to  be, 
according  to  the  just  interpretation  or  these  terms, 
no  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject 

The  British  Government  has  recently,  in  two 
formal  acts,  given  definitions  of  blockade,  either 
of  which  would  be  satisfactory.  The  first  is  to  he 
seen  in  the  communication  from  Mr.  Merry  to 
this  Department,  bearing  date  on  the  12th  of  April, 
1804.  The  following  are  the  circumstances  at- 
tending it.  Commodore  Hood,  the  commander 
of  a  British  squadron  in  the  West  Indies,  in  1803^ 
having  declared  the  islands  of  Martinique  and 
Guadaloupe  in  a  state  of  blockade^  without  ap> 
plying  an  adequate  force  to  maintain  it,  the  See- 
retary  of  State  remonstrated  against  the  I'llegalfty 
of  the  measure,  which  remonstrance  was  iaid 
before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Adminltj, 
in  England,  who  replied  that  they  hmd  sent 
"  orders  not  to  consider  any  blockade  of  thoan 
islands  as  existing  unless  in  respect  of  particular 
porta,  which  mignt  be  actually  invested,  and  then 
not  to  capture  vessels,  bound  to  such  porta,  nnleoa 
they  shall  previously  have  been  warned  not  to 
enter  them."  The  second  definition  is  to  be  found 
in  a  convention  between  Ghreat  Britain  and  Rus- 
sia, in  June,  1801.  fourth  section,  third  article, 
which  declares,  **  tnat,  in  order  to  determine  what 
characterizes  a  blockaded  port,  that  denmninatioa 
is  given  only  to  a  port  where  there  is,  by  the  dis- 
position of  the  Power  which  attacks  i^  with  ships 
stationary  or  sufficiently  near,  an  evident  danger 
in  entering."  The  President  is  willing  for  yon 
to  adopt  either  of  these  definitions ;  bot  prefers 
the  first,  as  much  more  precise  and  determinate ; 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  it  was  made  the 
criterion  by  so  formal  an  act,  between  the  two 
Governments,  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  the 
British  Government  will  object  to  the  renewal  ef 
it.  Nothing  is  more  natural  after  the  differeneei 
which  have  taken  place  between  the  two  cooa- 
tries,  on  this  and  other  subjects,  and  the  departure 
from  this  criterion  by  (keat  Britain,  for  reasons 
which  are  admined  by  her  no  lon^r  to  exist: 
than  that  they  should,  on  the  restoration  of  agooa 
understanding,  recur  to  it  a^in.  Such  a  recar- 
renee  would  be  the  more  satisfactory  to  the  Pres- 
ident, as  it  would  afford  a  proof  of  a  dispositioa 
in  the  British  Government,  not  simply  to  compro- 
mise a  difference,  but  to  re-establish  sincere  friend- 
ship between  the  two  nations. 

An  interference  with  our  commerce  between 
enemy  colonies  and  their  jHirent  country,  was 
amon|[  the  first  violations  of  our  neutral  ngkta, 
committed  by  Great  Britain  in  her  present  war 
with  France.  It  took  place  in  1806,  did  extensive 
injury  and  produced  universal  exciteowau    la 
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•BcufiBir  *■  «gtia8t  a  rcMtitioii  af  it,  you  will 
•ttenil  to  an  arttek  of  toe  eonrentton  between 
R«8sia  and  Qreat  Britain,  entered  into  on  the  <-— ^ 

4^j  of ,  1801,  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the 

ptojeet  of  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  that  was 
signed  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  on  the 
91st  December,  1806,  and  to  the  instructions  from 
this  Department  relating  to  that  article,  of  the 
20ih  May,  1807.  The  capture,  by  Great  Britain, 
of  almostaJl  the  islands  of  her  enemies,  diminishes 
the  importance  of  any  regulation  oi'  this  ssbject ; 
but,  as  they  may  be  restored  by  a  treaty  ei  peace, 
it  merits  particular  attention.  It  being  under* 
stood,  however,  that  unless  such  a  trade  can  be 
obtained,  in  a  proper  extent,  and  without  a  relin* 
quishment  of  the  principle  contended  for  by  the 
United  States,  it  wfll  be  best  that  the  treaty  be 
silent  on  the  subject 

A  disposition  has  been  shown  by  the  British 
Government  to  extend  this  principle  so  far  as  to 
inhibit  a  trade  to  neutrals,  even  between  a  Power 
at  peace  with  Great  Britain  and  her  enemy ;  as, 
for  example,  between  China  and  France.  The 
afasurdily  of  this  pretension  may  prevent  its  being 
iiereafter*ad vanced.  It  will  not,  however,  be  un- 
worthy of  your  attentioa. 

By  an  order  of  the  British  Government  in  1803L 
British  cruisers  were  aothorized  to  take  neutral 
vessds,  laden  with  innocent  articles,  on  their  re- 
turn from  an  enemy's  port,  on  the  pretence  that 
they  had  carried  to  sucn  port  contraband  of  war. 
This  order  ts  directly  lepugaaat  to  the  law  of 
nations,  as  the  cireauastaBee  oK  having  contra- 


in  the  ninth  article  of  the  project  above  recited. 
You  will  endeavor  in  like  manner  to  provide 
against  it.  It  is  the  practice  of  British  cruisers 
to  compel  the  commanders  of  neutral  vessels 
which  they  meet  at  sea,  either  to  board  them  in 
person  with  their  papers,  or  to  send  their  papers 
on  board  in  their  own  boat  by  an  officer.  The 
injustice  and  irregularity  of  this  procedure  need 
not  be  mentioned.  You  will  endeavor  to  suDpress 
it  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  third  article  of  a 
project  communicated  to  Mr.  Monroe  at  London, 
in  his  instructions  of  the  5th  of  January,  1804^ 
You  will  endeavor  likewise  to  restrict  contraband 
of  war,  as  much  as  is  in  jout  power,  to  the  list 
.contained  in  the  fourth  article  of  that  project. 

The  pretensions  of  Great  Britain  to  interdict 
the  passage  of  neutral  vessels,  with  their  cargoes, 
from  one  port  to  another  port  of  the  enemy,  is  il- 
legal and  very  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  neu- 
tral Powers.  Still  more  unjustifiable  is  the  at- 
tempt to  interdict  their  passage  from  one  port  of 
one  independent  nation  to  that  of  another,  on  the 
pretence  that  they  are  both  enemies.  Yon  will 
endeavor  to  obuin,  in  both  insunces,  a  security 
for  the  neutral  right. 

Upon  the  whole  subject  I  have  to  observe,  that 
your  first  duty  will  be  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  you  are  authorized  to  do 
it,  in  case  you  obtain  a  satisfactory  stipulation 
against  impressments,  one  which  shall  secure. 


under  aur  flag,  protection  to  the  crew.  The  i 
aer  in  which  it  may  be  done  has  been  already 
stated,  with  the  reciprocal  stipulations  which  yott 
may  enter  into  to  secure  Great  Britain  against  the 
injury  of  which  she  oomplains.  If  this  encroach- 
ment of  Great  Britain  is  not  provided  against,  the 
United  States  have  appealed  to  arms  in  vain.  If 
your  efforts  to  acc(»kplish  it  should  fail,  all  fur- 
ther neiptiations  will  cease,  and  you  will  return 
home  without  delay.  It  is  possible  that  some  dif- 
ficulty may  occur  in  arran|[ing  this  article  respect- 
ing iu  duration.  To  obviate  this,  the  President 
is  willing  that  it  be  limited  to  the  present  war  in 
Europe.  Restingj  as  the  United  States  do.  on  the 
solid  ground  of  right,  it  is  not  presumable  that 
Great  Britain,  especiaUy  after  the  advantage  she 
may  derive  from  the  arrangement  proposed, 
would  ever  revive  her  pretension.  In  forming 
any  stipulation  on  this  subject,  you  will  be  care- 
ful not  to  impair  by  it  the  rif  ht  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  sanction  the  principle  of  the  British 
claim. 

It  is  deemed  highly  important,  also,  to  obtain  a 
definition  of  the  neutral  riahts  which  I  have 
brought  to  your  view,  es^iecially  of  blockade,  and 
in  the  manner  suggested ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  made 
an  indispensable  condition  of  peace.  After  the 
repeal  oi  the  Orders  jn  Council,  and  other  illegal 
blockades,  and  the  explanations  attending  it,  it  is 
not  presnanhle  ihat  Great  Britain  wilT  revive 
them.  Should  she  do  it,  the  United  States  will 
always  have  a  corresponding  resort  in  their  own 
hands.  You  will  observe,  in  every  case  in  which 
you  may  not  be  able  to  obuiin  a  satisfactory  defi- 
nition ci*  the  neutral  right,  that  you  enter  into 
none  respecting  it. 

Indemnity  for  loasas  seems  to  be  a  fair  claim  on 
tiM  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  British 
Government,  if  desiroos  to  strengthen  the  rela- 
tions of  friendship,  may  be  willing  to  make  iL 
In  bringing  the  claim  into  view,  you  will  not  let 
it  defeat  tM  primary  ohjects  intrusted  to  you.  It 
is  not  perceived  on  what  ground  Great  Britain 
ean  resist  this  claim,  at  least  in  the  cases  in  favor 
of  which  she  stands  pledged.  Of  these  a  note 
will  be  added. 

rConfidential  paragraph  No.  2,  omitted.] 

You  are  at  liberty  to  stipulate  in  the  proposed 
treaty  the  same  advantage,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  favor  of  British  ships  of  war. 
that  may  be  allowed  to  those  of  the  most  favored 
nations.    This  stipulation  must  be  reciprocal. 

B^mfidential  paragraph  No.  3,  omitted.] 
o  difliculty  can  arise  from  the  case  of  the 
non-importation  act,  which  will  doubtless  be  ter- 
minated inconsequenoeof  the  pacification.  Should 
any  stipulation  to  that  effect  be  required,  or  found 
advantageous,  yon  are  at  liberty  to  enter  into  it* 
Should  peace  be  made,  you  may,  in  fixing  the 
peiiods  to  which  it  shall  lake  effect  in  different 
latitodesand  distances,  take  for  the  basis  the  pro- 
yisioaal  avticJes  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with 
Great  Britain  in  178S,  with  such  alterations  as 
may  appear  to  be  just  and  reasonable. 

la  diseha^ing  the  duties  of  the  trust  commit- 
ted to  you,  the  President  desires  that  you  will 
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OMDifest  the  highest  degree  of  respect  for  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  end  confidence  in  the  integ- 
rity and  impartiality  of  his  views.  In  arranging 
the  question  of  impressment,  and  every  question 
of  neutral  right,  you  will  explain  to  his  Govern- 
ment, without  reserve,  the  claims  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  ground  on  which  they  severally 
rest.  It  is  not  doubted  that  from  a  conduct  so 
frank  and  honorable  the  most  beneficial  effect  will 
resuh. 

i Confidential  paragraph  No.  4,  omitted.  ] 
shall  conclude  by  remarking  that  a  strong 
hope  is  entertained  that  this  friendly  mediation 
of  the  Emperor  Alexander  will  form  an  epoch  in 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Rus- 
sia, which  will  be  extensively  felt,  and  be  long 
and  eminently  distinguished  by  the  happy  conse- 
quences attending  it.  Since  1780,  Russia  has 
been  the  pivot  on  which  all  questions  of  neutral 
riffht  have  essentially  turned.  Most  of  the  wars 
which  have  disturbed  the  world  in  modern  times 
have  originated  with  Great  Britain  and  France. 
These  wars  have  affected  distant  countries,  espe- 
cially in  their  character  as  neutrals,  anu  very 
materially  the  United  States,  who  took  no  part 
in  promoting  them,  and  had  no  interest  in  the 
great  objects  of  either  Power. 

rConfidential  paragraph  No.  6,  omitted.] 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  due. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  dated 

Department  of  State,  Jwie  23, 1813. 

An  opportunitv  offering,  I  avail  myself  of  it  to 
explain  more  fully  the  views  of  the  President  on 
certain  subjects  already  treated  on  in  your  instruc- 
tions, and  to  communicate  his  sentiments  on  some 
others,  not  adverted  to  in  them. 

The  British  Government  having  repealed  the 
Orders  in  Council  and  the  blockade  of  May.  1806. 
and  all  other  illegal  blockades,  and  having  de'clareo 
that  it  would  institute  no  blockade  which  should 
not  be  supported  by  an  adequate  force,  it  was 
thoughtbettertoleavethatquestion  on  that  ground, 
than  to  continue  the  war,  to  obtain  a  more  precise 
definition  of  blockade,  after  the  other  essential 
cause  of  the  war,  that  of  impressment,  should  be 
removed.  But  when  it  is  considered  that  a  stip- 
ulated definition  of  blockade  will  cost  Great  Brit- 
ain nothing,  after  having  thus  recognised  the 
principle,  and  that  such  definition  is  calculated 
to  give  additional  confidence  in  the  future  security 
of  our  commerce,  it  is  expected  that  she  will 
agree  to  it.  It  is  true,  this  cause  of  war  being 
removed,  the  United  States  are  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  continue  it  for  the  want  of  such  stipulated 
definition,  more  especially  as  they  retain  in  their 
hands  the  remedy  against  any  new  violation  of 
their  rights,  whenever  made.  The  same  remark 
is  applicable  to  the  case  of  impressment;  for,  if 
the  British  Government  had  issued  orders  to  its 
cruisers  not  to  impress  seamen  from  our  vessels, 
and  notified  the  same  to  this  Government,  that 


cause  of  war  would  also  have  been  removed.  la 
making  peace,  it  is  better  for  both  nations  that  the 
controversy  respecting  blockade  should  be  aN 
ranged  by  treaty,  as  well  as  that  respecting  im- 
pressment. The  omission  to  arrange  it  may  be 
productive  of  injury.  Without  a  precise  defini- 
tion of  blockade,  improper  pretensions  might  he 
set  up  on  each  side  respecting  their  rights,  vhieh 
might  possibly  hazard  the  future  good  understand* 
ing  between  the  two  countries. 

Should  a  restitution  of  territory  be  agreed  on, 
it  will  be  proper  to  make  a  provision  for  settlioff 
the  bounaary  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Lakes, 
from  the  point  at  which  the  line  between  them 
strikes  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  The  settlemeat 
01  this  boundary  is  important,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  there  are  several  islands  in  the  river, 
and  lakes  of  some  extent  and  great  value,  the  do- 
minion over  which  is  claimed  by  both  parties.  It 
may  be  an  advisable  course  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners on  each  side,  with  full  powers  to  adjust, 
on  fair  and  equitable  considerations,  this  boundary. 
To  enable  you  to  adopt  a  suitable  provision  for 
the  purpose,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  recur  to 
the  instructions  heretofore  given  on  the  subject, 
published  in  the  documents  in  your  possession. 


Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Plenipotentiaiiea 
of  the  United  Stetes  at  St.  Petecahnrg. 

Department  of  State,  Jan,  1,  IBli^ 
Gentlemen:  I  have  not  received  a  letter  from 
you  since  your  appointment  to  meet  Ministers 
from  Great  Britain  at  St.  Petersburg^  to  negotiate 
a  Treaty  of  Peace  under  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  This  is  doubtless  owing  to 
the  miscarriage  of  your  despatches. 

The  Message  of  the  President,  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy,  will  make 
you  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  to  that  period,  and  the  other  docu- 
ments which  are  forwarded  will  communicate 
what  has  since  occurred. 

Among  the  advantages  attending  our  success 
in  Upper  Canada,  was  the  important  one  of  mak- 
ing capture  of  General  Proctor's  baggage,  with 
allthe  public  documents  belonging  to  the  British 
Government  in  his  possession.  It  is  probable  that 
these  documents  will  be  laid  before  Congress,  as 
they  are  of  a  nature  highly  interesting  to  the 
public.  You  will  understand  their  true  cbaracter 
by  extracts  of  two  letters  from  Governor  Cass, 
which  are  enclosed  to  you.  By  these,  it  appears, 
that  the  British  Government  has  exercised  its  in- 
fluence over  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits 
as  well  as  elsewhere  in  peace,  for  hostile  purposes 
towards  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Indian 
barbarities  since  the  war  were,  in  many  instances;, 
known  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  British  Govern* 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMfiS  MOl^ROE. 
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Mr.M«iiBM,8ecratei70f  8teto,totlia  PfenipotontitfiM 
of  the  United  8tete»  at  8t  F^terOmrg. 
Dbpabtmbkt  of  Stats,  Jan.  8, 1814. 
GcNTLEMEN :  I  hftve  the  hoDor  tci  transmit  to 

Sm  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Castlereai^h  to 
is  Department,  and  of  a  note  from  Lord  Cath- 
eart  to  the  Russian  Government,  with  my  reply 
to  the  communication. 

The  arrangement  of  a  negotiation  to  be  held  at 
Gtottenbarg^,  directly  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  without  the  aid  of  the  Rus- 
sian mediation,  makes  it  necessary  that  new  com- 
missions should  be  issued  correspondent  with  it, 
and,  for  this  purpose,  that  a  new  nomination 
should  be  made  to  the  Senate.  The  President 
instructs  me  to  inform  you  that  you  will  both  be 
included  in  it ;  and  that  he  wishes  you  to  repair, 
immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  the  appointed 
rendezvous.  It  is  possible  that  the  business  may 
not  be  limited  to  yourselves,  on  account  of  the 
great  interests  involTed  in  the  result.  The  com- 
missions and  instructions  will  be  duly  forwarded 
to  you,  as  soon  as  the  acrangements  shall  be 
finally  made. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Russian  Government, 
you  will  be  careful  to  make  known  to  it  the  sen- 
sibility of  the  President  to  the  friendly  disposi- 
tion of  the  Emperor,  manifested  by  the  offer  of 
his  mediation ;  the  regret  felt  at  its  rejection  by 
the  British  Government ;  and  a  desire  that  in 
future  the  greatest  confidence  and,  cordiality,  and 
the  best  understanding,  may  prevail  between  the 
two  Governments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  A>e. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  American  Plan- 
ipotentiaries  at  Gottenbiug. 
Department  op  State,  Jan,  28, 1814. 

Gentlemen  :  The  British  €k>vernment  having 
declined  the  Russian  mediation,  and  proposed  to 
treat  directly  with  the  United  States,  the  Presi- 
dent hasw  on  due  consideration,  thought  proper  to 
accept  the  overture.  To  give  effect  to  this  ar- 
rangement, it  was  necessary  that  a  new  commis- 
aion  should  be  formed,  and,  for  that  purpose,  that 
a  new  nomination  should  he  made  to  the  Senate, 
by  whose  advice  and  consent  this  important  trust 
is  committed  to  yod. 

Yon  will  consider  the  instructions  given  to  the 
commission  toareat  under  the  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia as  applicable  to  the  negotiation  with  which 
you  are  now  charged,  except  as  they  may  be  mod- 
ified by  this  letter. 

1  shall  call  your  attention  to  the  most  impor- 
tant grounds  of  the  controversy  with  Great  Brit- 
ain only,  and  make  such  remarks  on  each,  and 
on  the  whole  subject,  as  have  occurred  since  the 
date  of  the  former  instructions,  and  are  deemed 
applicable  to  the  present  juncture,  taking  into 
Tiew  the  negotiation  in  which  you  are  now  about 
to  engage. 

On  impreasment-^as  to  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  be  exempted  from  it— I  have  nothing 
to  add.     The  sentiments  of  the  President 


hare  undcigone  no  change  on  that  important  sob* 
ject.  This  degrading  practice  most  cease;  our 
flag  must  protect  the  crew,  or  the  United  Statea 
cannot  consider  themselves  an  independent  na- 
tion. To  settle  this  difference  amicably,  the  Pre* 
sident  is  willing,  as  you  are  already  informed  by 
the  former  instructions,  to  remove  all  pretext  for 
it  to  the  British  Government,  by  excluding  all 
British  seamen  from  our  vessels;  and  even  to 
exund  the  exclusion  to  all  British  subjects,  if  ne- 
cessary, excepting  only  the  few  already  natural- 
ized ;  and  to  stipulate,  likewise,  the  surrender  of 
all  British  seamen  deserting  in  our  poru  in  future 
from  British  vessels,  public  or  private.    It  was 

{>resumed  by  all  dispaseionate  persons,  that  the 
ate  law  of  Congress  relative  to  seamen  would 
effectually  accomplish  the  objecu  But  the  Pres- 
ident is  willing,  as  you  find,  to  prevent  a  possibil- 
ity of  failure,  to  go  further. 

Should  a  treaty  be  made,  it  is  proper,  and  it  would 
have  a  conciliatory  effect,  that  all  our  impressed 
seamen  who  may  be  discharged  under  it  should 
be  paid  for  iheir  services  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, for  the  time  of  their  deteation,  the  wagea 
whicn  they  might  have  obtained  in  the  merchant 
service  of  their  own  country. 

Blockade  is  the  subject  next  in  point  of  impor- 
tance, which  you  will  have  to  arrange.  In  the 
instructions  bearing  date  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1813.  it  was  remarked  that,  as  tbe  British  Gov- 
eminent  had  revoked  its  Orders  in  Council,  and 
agreed  that  no  blockade  could  be  legal  which 
was  not  supported  by  an  adequate  force,  and  that 
such  adequate  force  should  be  applied  to  any 
blockade  which  it  might  thereafter  msiitute,  thia 
cause  of  controversy  seemed  to  be  removed.  Fur* 
ther  reflection,  however,  has  added  great  force  to 
the  expediency  and  importance  of  a  precise  defi- 
nition  of  the  public  law  on  this  subject.  There 
is  much  cause  to  presume  that,  if  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  had  taken  place  in  time  to 
have  been  known  here  before  the  declaration  of 
war,  and  had  had  the  eff*ect  of  preventing  the 
declaration,  not  only  that  no  provision  would 
have  been  obtained  against  impressment,  but  that, 
under  the  name  of  blockade,  the  same  extent  of 
coast  would  have  been  covered  by  proclamation 
as  had  been  covered  by  the  Orders  in  CouneiL 
The  war,  which  these  abuses  and  impressment 
contributed  so  much  to  produce,  might  possibly 
prevent  that  consequence.  But  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory,  if  not  more  safe,  to  guard  against  it 
by  a  formal  definition  in  the  treaty.  It  is  true, 
should  the  British  Government  violate  again  the 
legitimate  principles  of  blockade^  in  whatever 
terms  or  under  whatever  pretext  it  might  be  done, 
the  United  States  would  have  in  their  hands  a 
correspondent  resort;  but  a  principal  object  ia 
making  peace  is  to  prevent,  by  the  justice  and 
reciprocity  of  the  conditions,  a  recurrence  again 
to  war  for  the  same  cause.  If  the  British  Gov- 
ernment sincerely  wishes  to  make  a  durable  peace 
with  the  United  States,  it  can  have  no  reason- 
able objection  to  a  just  definition  of  blockade,  es- 
pecially as  the  two  Governments  have  agreed| 
m  their  correspondence,, ia  all  its  essential  fea* 
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twet.  The  instraetioiw  of  the  Iftch  of  April,  1613, 
have  stated  io  what  manner  the  President  is 
frilling  to  arrange  this  differeoce* 

On  the  other  nentral  righto  enamerated  in  the 
former  instructions,  I  shau  remark  only  that  the 
catalogue  is  limited  in  a  manner  to  evince  a  spirit 
of  aceommodatioa ;  that  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed in  each  instance  is  jast  in  itself;  that  it 
eorresponds  with  the  general  spirit  of  treaties  be- 
tween commercial  Powers ;  and  that  Great  Brit- 
ain has  sanctioned  it  in  maay  treaties,  and  gone 
beyond  it  in  some. 

[ConfideDtial  paragraph  No.  l.omitted.] 

On  the  claim  to  indemnity  for  spoliations,  I 
have  only  to  refer  yon  to  what  was  said  in  the 
former  instructions.  I  have  to  add,  that  should 
a  treaty  be  formed,  it  is  just  in  itself,  and  would 
have  a  happy  effect  on  the  future  relations  of  the 
two  countries,  if  indemnity  should  be  stipulated 
on  each  side  for  the  destruction  of  all  unfortified 
towns,  and  other  private  property,  contrary  to  the 
kWB  and  usages  of  war.  It  is  equally  proper  that 
the  negroes  taken  from  the  Southern  States  should 
1m  returned  to  their  owners,  or  paid  for  at  their 
ftill  value.  It  is  known  that  a  shameful  traffic 
has  been  carried  on  in  the  West  Indies,  by  thf 
aaleof  these  persons  there,  by  those  who  professed 
to  be  their  deliverers.  Of  ibis  fact,  the  proof 
which  has  reached  this  Department  shall  be  fur- 
nished you.  If  ijiese  slaves  are  considered  as  wm* 
combatants,  they  ought  to  be  restored ;  if  as  proper- 
ty, they  ought  to  be  paid  for.  The  Treaty  of  Peace 
contains  an  article  which  recognises  this  principle. 

la  the  view  which  I  hare  taken  of  the  con- 
ditioos  on  which  you  are  to  insist  in  the  proposed 
negotiation,  you  will  find,  on  a  comparison  of 
them  with  those  stated  in  the  former  instnictions, 
that  there  is  no  material  difference  between  them, 
the  two  last  mentioned  claims  to  indemnity  ex* 
eepted,  which  have  originated  since  the  date  of 
those  instructions.  The  principal  object  of  this 
review  has  been  to  show  that  the  sentiments  of 
the  President  are  the  same  in  every  instance,  and 
cliat  the  reasons  for  maintaining  them  have  he- 
come  more  evideiK  and  strong  since  the  dale  of 
thoee  instructions. 

In  aceepting  the  overture  of  the  British  Gk>v* 
emment  to  treat  independently  of  the  Russian 
OMdiation,  the  United  States  have  acted  on  prin- 
ciples which  have  governed  them  in  everv  trans- 
action relating  to  peace  since  the  war.  Had  the 
British  Qorernment  accepted  the  Russian  medi- 
ation, the  United  States  would  have  treated  for 
themselves',  independently  of  any  other  Power ; 
and  had  Great  Britain  met  them  on  jua  condi- 
tions, peace  would  have  been  the  immediate  result. 
Had  she  refused  to  accede  to  such  conditions,  and 
attempted  to  dioaue  others,  a  knowledge  o^  the 
views  of  other  Powers  on  those  potnto  might  have 
been  useful  to  the  United  States.  In  agreeing  to 
treat  directly  with  Great  Britain,  not  only  is  no 
ooneesslon  contemplated  on  any  point  in  contro- 
¥ersy,  but  the  san»e  desire  is  cherished  to  preserve 
a  good  uoderstandio|f  with  Russia  and  the  other 
Baltic  Powers,  as  it  the  negotiation  had  taken 
place  under  the  mediation  of  Rnasia* 


{Confidential  pafngimh  No.  2,  omiccnd.] 
t  is  prohable  that  the  British  Government  may 
have  declined  the  Rassian  mediation  from  the 
apprehension  of  an  understanding  between  the 
united  States  and  Russia  for  very  different  par- 
poses  from  those  which  have  been  contemplated, 
in  the  hope  that  a  much  better  treaty  might  be 
obtained  of  the  United  States,  in  a  direct  negoti- 
ation, than  could  be  obtained  under  the  Russian 
mediation,  and  with  a  view  to  profit  of  the  con- 
cessions which  might  thus  be  made  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  future  negotiations  with  the  Baltic 
Powers.  If  this  was  the  object  of  the  British 
Government,  (and  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  any 
other.)  it  clearly  proves  the  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived, in  the  proposed  negotiation,  from  the  aid 
of  those  Powers,  in  secnring  from  the  British 
Government  such  conditions  as  would  be  satisiae- 
tory  to  all  parties.  It  would  be  highly  honora- 
ble as  well  as  adrantaffcous  to  the  United  States, 
if  the  negotiation  with  which  you  are  charged 
should  terminate  in  such  a  treaty. 
[Confidential  paragraph  No.  3,  omitted.] 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Plen^tentia- 
lies  of  the  United  Stotes  at  Gotteoboig. 
DnPARTMENT  OF  Statb,  Jtun.  30, 1814. 

GDnTLBMBN :  In  addition  to  the  claims  to  in- 
demnity, stated  io  your  preceding  insunctions,  I 
have  to  request  your  attention  to  the  following, 
to  which,  it  is  presamed,  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion: 

.  On  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States, 
there  happened  to  be,  in  the  ordinary  conrse  of 
commerce,  several  Americaa  vessels  and  ear^^oes 
in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  which  were  seized 
and  condemned ;  and,  in  one  instance,  an  Amer- 
ican ship  which  fled  from  Algiers,  in  conseooence 
of  the  deetaration  of  war  by  the  I>ey,  to  Gibral- 
tar, with  the  American  Cooeol  and  some  pahtic 
stores  on  board,  shared  a  like  fate. 

After  the  declaration  of  war,  Congress  passed 
an  act  allowing  to  British  subjects  six  nontha^ 
from  the  date  of  the  declaration,  to  remove  that 
property  out  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence 
of  which  many  vessels  were  removed,  with  their 
cargoes.  I  add,  with  confidence,  that,  on  a  lib^ 
era!  construction  of  the  spirit  of  the  law,  some 
vessels  were  permitted  to  depart,  even  after  ffte 
expiration  of  the  to-m  specified  in  the  hw.  I 
will  endeavor  to  put  in  your  possession  a  list  of 
these  cases.  A  general  reciprocal  provision,  how- 
ever, wilt  be  best  adapted  to  the  object  in  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Commisaioneri  of 
the  United  States  for  tresting  with  Great  Britsto. 
Department  of  State,  Feb,  10  1814. 
GEMTLiaiBN :  Should  you  conclude  a  treaty, 
and  not  obtain  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of  neu- 
tral rights,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  provide 
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thai  tbe  Uoited  SlsCes  sball  bav«  advantage  of 
any  atipolatioiis  more  favorable  to  neutral  nations, 
that  aiay  be  estabfisbed  between  Oreat  Britain 
and  otber  Powers.  A  precedent  for  socb  a  pro- 
TisioB  is  fonad  in  a  declaratory  article  between 
Great  Britain  and  Russia,  bearingr  date  on  the  8tb 
October,  1801,  explanatory  of  the  second  section 
third  article  of  a  conTention  concluded  between 
them  on  tbe  5th  of  June  of  tbe  same  year. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  ^. 

JAMBS  MONROB. 

Extract— The  Secretszy  of  State  to  the  Commisiion* 
exs  of  the  United  States  ibr  treating  with  Great 
Britain. 

DaPABTHSNT  OP  Stats,  Feb*  14, 1814. 

I  jreoeired  last  night  your  letter  of  the  15th  Oc- 
tober, with  extracts  of  letters  from  Mr.  Adams 
and  Mr.  Harris  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  November. 

It  appears  that  you  had  no  knowledge,  at  the 
date  even  of  the  last  letter,  of  the  answer  of  the 
British  GK>vernment  to  the  offer  which  had  been 
made  to  it  a  second  time  of  the  Russian  media* 
tiott.  Hence  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the  proposi- 
tion made  to  this  Government,  bv  tbe  Bramble, 
was  made  not  only  withoat  your  knowledge,  but 
without  thesanction,if  not  without  tbe  knowledge, 
of  the  Bnperor.  Intelligence  from  otber  sources 
strengthens  this  inference.  If  this  view  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British  Govern  mentis  well  founded, 
the  motive  for  it  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  may 
fairly  be  presumed  that  it  was  to  prevent  a  good 
understanding  and  concert  between  the  United 
States  and  Russia  and  Sweden,  on  the  subject  of 
neutral  rights,  in  the  hope  that  by  drawing  the 
negotiation  to  England,  and  depriving  you  of  an 
opportunity  of  free  communication  with  those 
Powers,  a  treaty  less  favorable  ro  the  United 
States  might  be  obtained,  which  might  afterwards 
be  used  with  advantage  by  Great  Britain  in  her 
negotiations  with  those  Powers. 

By  an  article  in  tbe  former  instructions,  you 
were  authorized,  in  making  a  treaty  to  prevent 
impressment  from  our  vessels,  tn  stipulate,  pro- 
vioed  a  certain  term  could  not  be  agreed  on,  that 
it  might  continue  in  force  for  the  present  war 
in  Europe  only.  At  that  time  it  seemed  proba- 
ble that  the  war  might  last  many  years.  Re- 
cant appeaiaaaes^  however,  indicate  the  contrary, 
fihoald  peace  be  made  in  Sorope,as  tbe  fMracti- 
cal  evil  of  which  we  eom|datn,to  regard  to  im- 
preaement,  woald  cease,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
British  Government  would  bare  less  objection  to 
a  stipulation  to  forbear  that  practice  for  a  speci- 
fied term,  than  it  would  have  should  the  war  con- 
tinue. In  concluding  a  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
even  in  case  of  a  previous  general  peace  in  £u- 
roj[>e,  it  is  important  to  the  United  States  to  ol^ 
tain  such  a  stipulation. 


Mr.  Monroe,  Secretaiy  of  State,  to  the  Plempotentia- 
ries  of  the  United  States  at  Gottenbmg. 
Department  of  State,  March  21, 1814. 
Gbntlbiien  :  By  the  cartel  Cbauncey  yoo  will 
receive  this,  with  duplicates  of  the  commission 


to  treat  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  iasinieitoae 
and  other  documenta  that  were  forwarded  by  the 
John  Adams.  This  vessel  is  sen t  to  goard  agaiaea 
any  accideot  which  might  attead  the  other. 

f  Confidential  paragraph  omitted.] 

If  a  satisfactory  arrangement  can  be  condaded 
with  Great  Britain,  the  sooner  it  is  aceooepKshed 
the  happier  for  both  coantries.  If  soch  an  ar- 
ranffement  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  important  to 
tbe  United  States  to  be  acqaaiated  with  it  wHh- 
ont  delay.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  receive  from  yon 
an  account  of  the  etnte  of  the  negotiation  and  tas 
prospects,  as  soon  as  yon  ma^  be  Me  to  communi- 
cate anything  of  an  interesting  nature  respecting 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  dbc. 

JAMBS  MONTROiD* 

Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Envoys  Bztraordinaiy  and  Minia- 
teis  Plsnipotentiaiy  of  the  United  States. 
DBPAaTMBMT  Of  Statb,  Jutie  25, 1814 

Gbntlehbh  :  No  communication  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  joint  miaaioa  which  wasappointad 
to  meet  the  Commissioners  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment at  Gottenbnrg.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Bay- 
ard at  Amsterdam,  of  the  18th  of  March,  was  tbe 
last  from  either  or  our  Commissioners.  It  was 
inferred  from  that  letter,  and  otber  commnniea- 
tiona,  that  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr.  Ghiliatin,  and  Mr. 
Adams,  would  be  ia  Gottenbnrg;  and  it  has  been 
understood  from  other  sources  that  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  Russell  had  arrived  there  about  tbe  15th  of 
April.  It  is,  therefore,  expected  that  a  meeting 
will  have  taken  place  in  May,  and  that  we  shall 
soon  be  made  acquainted  with  your  sentiments 
of  the  probable  result  of  the  negotiation* 

It  is  impossible,  with  the  lights  which  have 
reached  us,  to  ascerlaio  tbe  present  disposition  of 
the  British  Government  towards  an  accommoda- 
tion with  tbe  United  Sutes.  We  think  it  proba- 
ble that  the  late  evenu  in  France  may  have  had 
a  teadency  to  increase  its  pretensions. 

At  war  with  Great  Britafn.  and  iajorcd  by 
France,  tbe  United  States  have  sustained  m 
attitude  founded  on  those  relations.  No  reUanee 
was  placed  on  the  goad  offices  of  France  in  bri ag- 
ing the  war  with  Great  Britain  to  a  satisfactory 
conclnsion.    Looking  steadily  to  an  hoaombfo 

ERce,  and  the  altimate  attainment  of  justice  from 
th  Powers,  the  Preudent  has  endeavored,  by  a 
consistent  and  honorable  policy,  to  take  advaa- 
tage  of  every  circumstance  that  might  promote 
that  result.  He,  nevertheless,  knew  that  France 
held  a  place  in  the  political  system  of  Burope  and 
of  the  world,  which,  as  a  check  on  findand,  conid 
not  fail  to  be  usefnl  to  us.  What  eiftct  tbe  late 
events  may  have  had,  in  these  respects,  is  the 
important  circumstance  of  which  you  are,  doubt- 
less, better  informed  than  we  can  be. 

The  President  accepted  the  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia from  a  respect  for  the  character  of  the  Em- 
peror, and  a  belief  that  our  cause,  in  all  the  points 
m  controversy,  would  gain  strength  by  being 
made  known  to  him.  On  the  same  principle  he 
preferred  (in  aecepdng  the  British  overtnre  to 
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treat  independently  of  the  Rossian  mediaiion)  to 
open  the  neffotiattoa  on  the  Continent  rather 
than  at  London. 

It  was  inferred  fom  the  general  policy  of  Rus- 
sia, and  the  friendly  sentiments  and  interposition 
of  the  Emperor,  that  a  respect  for  both  would 
hare  much  influence  with  the  British  Cabinet  in 
promoting  a  pacific  policy  towards  us.  The  man- 
ner, however,  in  whieh  it  is  understood  that  a 
general  pacification  is  taking  place;  the  influence 
Great  Britain  may  have  in  modifying  the  arrange- 
ments involved  in  it ;  the  resources  she  may  be 
able  to  employ  exclusively  against  the  United 
States;  and  the  uncertainty  otthe  precise  course 
which  Russia  may  pursue  in  relation  to  the  war 
between  the  United  States' and  Great  Britain, 
naturally  claim  attention,  and  raise  the  important 
question  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment, on  which  it  is  presumed  your  negotiations 
will  essentially  turn,  whether  your  powers  ought 
not  to  be  enlarged  so  as  to  enable  you  to  give  to 
those  circumstances  all  the  weight  to  which  they 
may  be  entitled*  On  fuU  consideration  it  has 
been  decided,  that,  in  case  no  stipulation  can  be 
obtained  from  the  British  GoTernment  at  this 
moment,  when  its  pretensions  may  hare  been 
much  heightened  by  recent  evenu,  and  the  state 
of  Europe  be  most  favorable  to  them,  either  re- 
linquishing the  claim  to  impress  from  American 
Tessels,  or  discontinuing  the  practice,  even  in 
eottsideration  of  the  proposed  exclusion  from  them 
of  British  seamen,  you  may  concur  in  an  article 
stipulating  that  the  subject  of  impressment,  to- 
gether with  that  of  commerce  between  the  two 
counuies,  be  referred  to  a  separate  negotiation,  to 
be  undertaken  without  delay,  at  such  place  as  you 
may  be  able  to  agree  on,  preferring  this  city  if  to 
be  obtained.  I  annex  at  the  close  of  this  letter  a 
project  of  an  article  expressing  more  distinctly 
the  idea  which  it  is  intended  to  communicate, 
aot  meaning  thereby  to  restrain  you  In  any  re- 
spect as  to  the  form.  Commerce  and  seamen, 
the  objects  of  impressment,  may,  with  great  pro- 
priety, be  arranged  in  the  same  instrument.  By 
stipulating  that  Commissioners  shall  forthwitn 
be  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  that  all  rigbu 
on  this  subject  shall,  in  the  meantime,  be  reserved, 
the  faith  of  the  British  Government  will  be  pledged 
to  a  fair  experiment  in  an  amicable  mode,  and 
the  honor  and  rights  of  the  United  States  secured. 
The  United  States  having  resisted  by  war  the 
practice  of  impressment,  and  continued  the  war 
until  that  practice  had  ceased  by  a  peace  in  Eu- 
rope, their  object  has  been  essentially  obtained 
Un  the  present.  It  may  reasonably  be  expected 
that  the  arrangement  contemplated  and  provided 
for,  will  take  effect  before  a  new  war  in  Europe 
shall  furnish  an  occasion  for  reviving  the  prac- 
tice. Should  this  arrangement,  however,  fail, 
and  the  practice  be  again  revived,  the  united 
States  will  again  be  at  liberty  to  repel  it  by  war, 
and  that  they  will  do  so  cannot  be  doubted ;  for 
after  the  proof  which  they  have  already  given  of 
a  firm  resistance  in  that  mode,  persevered  in  un- 
til the  practice  had  ceased,  under  circumstances 
the  most  favorable,  it  cannot  be  presumed  that 


the  practice  will  ever  be  tolerated  a^iB«  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  every  day  will  render  tt  more  in- 
eligible in  Great  Britain  to  make  the  attempt. 

In  contemplating  the  appointment  of  Commis- 
sioners, to  be  made  after  the  ratification  of  the 
present  treaty,  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  treaty 
to  regulate  commerce,  and  provide  against  iia* 
pressment.  it  is  meant  only  to  show  the  extent  to 
which  you  may  go,  in  a  spirit  of  accommodation, 
if  necessary.  Should  the  British  GU>vernment  be 
willing  to  take  the  subject  up  immediately  witli 
you,  it  would  be  much  preferred,  in  which  case 
the  proposed  article  would,  of  course,  be  adapted 
to  the  purpose. 

Information  has  been  received,  from  a  quarter 
deserving  attention,  that  the  late  events  in  France 
have  produced  such  an  effect  on  the  British  Gov- 
ernment as  to  make  St  probable  that  a  demand 
will  be  made  at  Gottenburg  to  surrender  oar  right 
to  the  fisheries ;  to  abandon  all  trade  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  to  cede  Lonisiana  to 
Spain.  We  cannot  believe  that  such  a  demand 
will  be  made.  Should  it  be,  you  will  of  course 
treat  it  as  it  deserves.  These  rights  most  not  be 
brought  into  discussion.  If  insisted  on,  your  ne- 
gotiations will  cease. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gen- 
tlemen, your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Whereas,  by  the  peace  in  Europe,  the  essential 
causes  of  the  war  between  the  United  States, and 
Great  Britain,  and  particularlv  the  practice  of 
impressment,  have  ceased,  and  a  sincere  desire 
exists  to  arrange,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  both 
parties,  all  questions  concerning  seamen,  and  it 
IS  also  their  desire  and  intention  to  arrange,  in  a 
like  vatisfactory  manner,  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries,  it  is  therefore  agreed  that  Com- 
missioners shall  forthwith  be  appointed  on  each 
side,  to  meet  at  — ,  with  full  power  to  ntgoti^tt 
and  conclude  a  treaty,  as  soon  as  may  be  practi- 
cable, for  the  arrangement  of  those  important  in- 
terests. It  is,  nevertheless,  understood,  that,  until 
such  treaty  be  formed,  each  party  shall  retain  all 
its  rights,  and  that  all  American  citizens  who 
have  been  impressed  into  the  British  service  shall 
be  forthwith  discharged. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Moaioa»  Secntaiy  of  Stals, 
to  the  joint  Commissioasrs  of  the  United  States  fa 
treating  of  peaee  with  Great  Britaint  dated^ 

Departmimt  op  State,  June  27, 1814. 
The  omission  to  send  Ministers  to  Gottenburg, 
without  a  previous  and  official  notification  of  the 
appointment  and  arrival  thereof  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  a  formality,  which,  if  due  from  either 
party,  might  have  been  expected  from  that  mak- 
ing the  overture,  rather  than  that  accepting  it,  U 
a  proof  of  a  dilatory  policy,  and  would,  in  other 
respects,  justify  animadversions,  if  there  waslen 
disposition  here  to  overlook  circumstances  of 
form,  when  interfering  with  more  substaattal 
objects. 

By  my  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  which  goes 
with  this,  yon  will  find  that  the  subject  had  al- 
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icad^been  acted  <m  imder  similar  impressions 
witli  those  which  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  GkiUaiiD's 
letter  could  not  fail  to  produce.  The  view,  how- 
erer,  presented  hj  them  is  mach  stronger,  and 
entitled  to  roach  greater  attention.  The  Presi- 
dent has  taken  the  sabject  into  consideration 
again,  and  given  to  their  suggestions  all  the  weight 
to  which  they  are  justly  entitled. 

On  mature  consideration,  it  has  been  decided, 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances  alluded  to,  inci- 
dent to  a  prosecution  of  the  war,  you  may  omit 
any  stipulation  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  if 
found  indispensably  necessary  to  terminate  it 
Toil  will,  or  course,  not  recur  to  this  expedient 
until  all  your  eflbrts  to  adjust  the  controtersy  in 
a  more  satisfactory  manner  have  failed.  As  it  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  United  States,  in  suffer- 
ing the  treaty  to  be  silent  on  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment.  to  admit  the  British  claim  thereon,  or 
to  relinquish  that  of  the  United  States,  it  is  highly 
important  that  any  such  inference  be  entirely  pre- 
cluded, by  a  declaration  or  protest,  in  some  form 
or  other,  that  the  omission  is  not  to  have  any  such 
effect  or  tendency.  Any  modiOcation  of  the  prac- 
tice, to  prerent  abuses,  being  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  right  in  Qreat  Britain,  is  utterly  inadmis- 
sible. 

Although  Gottenburg  was  contemplated  at  the 
time  your  commission  was  made  out^  as  the  seat 
of  the  negotiation,  yet  your  commission  itself 
does  not  confine  you  to  it.  You  are  at  liberty, 
therefore,  to  transfer  the  negotiation  to  any  other 
place  made  more  eligible  by  a  change  of  circum- 
atances.  Amsterdam  and  the  Hague  readily  pre- 
sent themselves  as  preferable  to  any  place  in  Eng- 
land. If,  however,  you  should  be  ofopinion  that, 
under  all  circumstances,  the  negotiation  in  that 
country  will  be  attended  with  advantages  out- 
weighing the  objections  to  it,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  transfer  it  there. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  dated 

DlPAaTMBlfT  OF  StATC, 

iitigiMin,18U. 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  3d  of  this 
month,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Galla- 
tin,  of  the  23d  of  May,  and  one  from  Mr.  Ghilla- 
tin  of  the  2d  of  June. 

The  President  approves  the  arrangement  com- 
municated by  those  gentlemen  for  transferring 
the  negotiation  with  the  British  Government 
from  Gottenburg  to  Ghent.  It  is  presumed,  from 
Mr.  Gallatin's  letter,  that  the  meeting  took  place 
towards  the  latter  end  of  June,  and  that  we  shall 
aoon  hear  from  you  what  will  be  its  probable  re- 
sult. 

By  my  letters  of  the^5th  and  27th  of  June,  of 
which  another  copy  is  now  forwarded,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  President,  as  to  the  conditions  on 
which  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  conclude  a 
treaty  of  peace,  are  nmde  known  to  you.  It  is 
presumed  that  either  in  the  mode  suggested  in 
my  letter  of  the  85th  of  Jane,  whiah  la ^ 


preferred,  or  by  permitting  the  treatf  to  be  silent 
on  the  subject,  as  is  authorized  in  the  letter  of  the 
27th  of  June,  the  question  of  impressment  may 
be  so  disposed  of  as  to  form  no  obstacle  to  a  pa- 
cification. This  Government  can  go  no  further, 
because  it  will  make  no  sacrifice  of  the  rights  or 
honor  of  the  nation. 

If  Great  Britain  does  not  terminate  the  war  on 
the  conditions  which  you  are  authorized  to  adopc, 
she  has  other  objects  in  it  than  those  for  which 
she  has  hitherto  professed  to  contend.  That  such 
are  entertained,  there  is  much  reason  to  presumes. 
These,  whatever  they  may  be,  must  and  will  be 
resisted  by  the  United  States.  The  conflict  mar 
be  severe,  but  it  will  be  borne  with  firmness,  and, 
as  we  confidently  believe,  be  attended  with  sue- 


From  the  Commissioners  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  for  treating  of  peace 
with  Great  BriUin,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Ghent,  Augu9t  12, 1814* 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  diat 
the  British  Commissioners,  Lord  Gambier,  Hen« 
ry  Goulbom,  Esq.,  and  William  Adams,  Esq., 
arrived  in  this  city  on  Saturday  evening,  thefita 
instant.  The  day  after  their  arrival,  Mr.  Baker, 
their  secretary,  called  upon  us  to  give  us  notice 
of  the  fact,  and  to  propose  a  meeting  at  a  certain 
hour  on  the  ensuing  day.  The  place  having  been 
agreed  upon,  we  accordingly  met  at  one  o'clock* 
on  MondaVi  the  8th  instant. 

We  enclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  full  pow- 
ers exhibited  by  the  British  Commissioners  at 
that  conference,  which  was  opened,  on  their  part, 
by  an  expression  of  the  sincere  and  earnest  desire 
of  their  Government  that  the  negotiation  mi^ht 
result  in  a  solid  peace,  honorable  to  both  parties. 
They,  at  the  same  time,  declared  that  no  events 
which  had  occurred  since  the  first  proposal  for 
this  negotiation  had  altered  the  pacific  dispoai- 
tion  of  their  Government,  or  varied  its  views  aa 
to  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  willing  to  con* 
elude  the  peace. 

We  answered,  that  we  heard  these  declarationa 
with  great  satisraetion,and  that  our  Government 
had  acceded  to  the  proposal  of  negotiation,  widi 
the  moat  sincere  desire  to  put  aa  end  to  tha  dif- 
ferences which  divided  the  two  countries,  and  to 
lay,  upon  just  and  liberal  ground s,  the  foundation 
of  a  peace  which,  securing  the  rishts  and  inter- 
ests of  both  nations,  should  unite  them  by  lasting 
hoods  of  amity. 

The  British  Commissioners  then  stated  the  fol- 
lowing subjects  as  those  upon  which  it  appeared 
to  them  that  the  discussions  would  be  likely  to 
turn,  and  on  which  they  were  instructed : 

1st.  The  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  on  board 
of  merchant  vessels,  and.  in  connexion  with  it, 
the  claim  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  the  alle- 
giance  of  all  the  native  subjects  of  Grreat  Britain. 

We  understood  them  to  intimate  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government  did  not  propose  this  point  as  one 
which  they  were  [wrticulariy  desirous  of  discuss- 
ing ;  but  that,  aa  it  had  occupied  so  prominant 
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ft  place  in  tiie  disiNite  between  the  two  couetrieL 
it  necesnnly  attracted  notiee,  and  was  considered 
as  a  subject  which  woold  come  ander  discussion, 

2d.  The  Indian  allies  of  Great  Britain  to  be 
incladed  in  the  pacification,  mad  a  definite  boaai- 
darf  to  be  settled  for  their  territory. 

Tbe  British  Commissioners  stated  that  an  af* 
langement  upon  this  point  was  a  sine  qm.  mm; 
that  they  were  not  anthoriaEed  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of  peace  which  did  not  embrace  the  Indians  as 
allies  of  His  Britannic  Majesty ;  and  that  the 
establiahroeat  of  a  definite  bounmry  of  the  Indian 
territory  was  necessary  to  secnfe  a  permanent 
peace,  not  only  with  the  ladiaos,  but  also  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

3d.  A  verision  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  the  adjacent  British  colo- 
nies. 

With  respect  to  this  point,  they  expressly  dis- 
claimed any  intention,  on  the  part  of  their  Goy- 
ernroent,  to  acquire  an  increase  of  territory,  and 
represented  the  proposed  revision  as  intended 
merely  for  the  pnrpoee  of  prerenting  uncertainty 
and  dispute. 

After  having  stated  these  three  points  aa  sub- 
jects of  discussion,  the  British  Cominissioners 
added,  that  before  they  desired  any  answer  from 
us,  they  felt  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  declare, 
that  the  British  Government  did  not  deny  the 
right  of  the  Americans  to  the  fisheries  ffenerally, 
or  in  the  open  seas ;  but  that  the  privileges  for- 
'merly  granted  by  treaty  to  tbe  United  Suites,  of 
fishing  within  the  limits  of  the  British  jurisdic- 
tion, and  of  landing  and  drying  fish  on  the  shores 
of  the  British  territories,  would  not  be  renewed 
without  an  equivalent. 

The  extent  of  what  was  considered  by  them  as 
waters  peculiarly  British,  was  not  stated.  From 
the  manner  in  which  they  brought  this  subject 
into  view,  they  seemed  to  wish  us  to  understand 
that  they  were  not  anxious  that  it  should  be  dis- 
cussed, and  that  thev  only  intended  to  give  us  no- 
tice that  these  privileges  had  ceased  to  exist,  and 
would  not  be  again  granted  without  an  equiva- 
lent, nor  unless  we  thought  proper  to  provide  ex- 
pressly in  the  treaty  of  peace  for  their  renewal. 

The  British  Commissionefa  having  staled  that 
these  were  all  the  subjects  which  they  intended 
to  bring  forward,  or  to  suggest,  requested  to  be 
informs  whether  we  were  iostracted  to  enter 
into  negotiation  on  these  several  points,  and  whe- 
ther there  was  any  amonjgf  these  which  we  thought 
it  unnecessary  to  bring  into  the  negotiation  ?  and 
they  desired  us  to  state,  on  our  part,  such  other 
subjects  as  we  might  intend  to  propose  for  dis- 
cussion in  the  course  of  the  negotiation.  The 
meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  the  next  day,  in 
order  to  afford  us  the  opportunity  of  a  consulta- 
tion among  ourselves,  before  we  gave  an  answer. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  m  the  same  day, 
we  received  your  letters  of  the  25th  and  27th  of 
June. 

There  could  be  no  hesitation  on  our  part  in  in- 
forming the  British  Commissioners  that  we  were 
not  instructed  on  the  subjects  of  Indian  pacifica- 
tion or  boundary,  and  of  fisheries ;  nor  did  it  seem 


probable,  althongh  aeltker  of  these  poi«u  had 
been  stated  with  suflieient  precision  in  the  first 
verbal  conference,  thait  they  could  be  admitted  In 
any  shape.  We  did  not  wish,  however,  to  pte^ 
judge  the  result,  or,  by  any  hasty  proceeding,  ai»* 
nipuy  to  break  off  the  n^otiation.  It  was  noc 
impossible  that,  on  the  subject  of  the  Indiana,  the 
British  Government  had  received  erroneous  im- 
pressions from  the  Indian  traders  in  Canada, 
which  our  represenutions  might  remove  And 
it  appeared,  at  all  events,  important  to  ascertain 
distinctly  tne  precise  intentions  of  Great  Britain 
on  both  points.  We,  therefore,  thought  it  advia- 
able  to  invite  the  Britiah  Comniisaiooers  to  a  gen- 
eral conversation  on  all  the  points;  stating  to 
them,  at  the  same  time,  our  want  of  instmcUons 
on  two  of  them,  and  bolding  out  no  expectation 
of  the  probability  of  our  agreeing  to  any  article 
respecting  these. 

At  our  meeting  on  the  eneuing  day,  we  informed 
the  British  Commissioners  that,  upon  the  first  and 
third  points  proposed  by  them,  we  were  provided 
with  mstractioBs ;  and  we  presented  as  further 
subjects  considered  by  our  Government  as  suim- 
ble  for  discussion — 

1st.  A  definition  of  blockade,  and,  as  far  as 
miffht  be  mutually  agreed,  of  other  neutral  and 
belligerent  rights. 

2d.  Claims  of  indemnity  in  certtia  cases  of 
capture  and  seizure. 

We  then  stated  that  the  two  subjects,  first,  of 
Indian  pacification  and  boundary;  second,  of 
fisheries,  were  not  embraced  by  our  instructions. 
We  observed,  that  as  these  points  had  not  been 
heretofore  the  grounds  of  any  controversy  be- 
tween the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and  that 
of  the  United  States,  and  had  not  been  alluded  to 
by  Lord  Caatlereagh  in  his  letter  proposing  the 
negotiation,  it  couK  not  be  expected  chat  they 
should  have  been  anticipated  and  made  the  sub- 
ject of  instructions  by  our  Grovernment.  That 
it  was  natural  to  be  supposed  that  our  instructions 
were  confined  to  those  subjects  upon  which  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  countries  were  known 
to  exist;  and  that  the  proposition  to  define,  in  the 
treatv  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain the  boundary  of  the  Indian  possessions  within 
our  own  territories,  was  new  and  withoac  exam- 
ple. No  suck  previaion  had  been  inaerted  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783,  nor  in  any  other  treaty 
between  tbe  two  countries.  If o  such  provistoa 
had,  to  our  knowledge,  ever  been  inserted  in  aoy 
treaty  made  by  Great  Britain, or  any  other  fioio- 
pean  Power,  in  relation  to  the  same  description 
of  people,  existing  und«  IUk  cirenmstanees.  We 
would  say,  however,  that  it  couM  not  be  doubled 
that  peace  with  the  Indians  would  certainly  fol- 
io w  a  peace  with  Great  Britain ;  that  we  had  in- 
formation that  commissioners  had  already  beea 
appointed  to  treat  with  them;  that  a  ueaty  to 
that  elect  might,  perhaps,  have  been  already  coe- 
duded;  and  that  the  United  Sutes,  having  ao 
interest  nor  any  motive  to  continae  a  separate 
war  against  the  Indians,  there  could  never  be  a 
moment  when  our  Government  would  not  bedb- 
posed  to  make  peace  with  them* 
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We  then  expressed  our  wish  to  receive  from 
the  British  Commissioaers  a  statement  of  the 
views  and  objects  of  Qreat  Britain  upon  all  the 
points,  and  our  willingness  to  discuss  them  all,  in 
order  that,  even  if  no  arrangement  could  be  agreed 
on  upon  the  points  not  included  in  our  instruc- 
tions, the  Government  of  the  United  States  might 
be  possessed  of  the  entire  and  precise  intentions 
of  that  of  Great  Britain  respecting  these  points; 
and  that  the  British  Government  might  be  fully 
informed  of  the  objections,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  any  such  arrangement. 

In  answer  to  our  remark,  tbst  these  poinu  had 
not  been  alluded  to  by  Lord  Castlereagh  in  his 
letter  proposing  the  negotiation,  it  was  said  that 
it  could  not  be  expected  that,  in  a  letter  merely 
intended  to  invite  a  negotiation,  he  should  enu- 
merate  the  topics  of  discussion,  or  state  the  pre* 
tensions  of  his  Government,  since  these  would 
depend  upon  ulterior  events,  and  might  arise  out 
of  a  subsequent  state  of  things. 

In  reply  to  our  observation,  that  the  proposed 
stipulation  of  an  Indian  boundary  was  without 
example  in  the  practice  of  fiuropean  nations,  it 
was  asserted  that  the  Indians  must  in  some  sort 
be  considered  as  an  independent  people,  since 
treaties  were  made  with  them  both  by  Great 
Britain  and  by  the  United  States ;  upon  which 
we  pointed  out  the  obvious  and  important  differ- 
ence between  the  treaties  we  might  make  with 
Indians  living  in  our  territory  and  such  a  treaty 
as  was  proposed  to  be  made  respecting  them  with 
n  foreign  Power,  who  had  solemnly  acknowledged 
the  territory  on  which  they  resided  to  be  part  of 
the  United  States. 

We  were  then  asked  by  the  British  •Commis- 
sioners, whether,  incase  they  should  enter  further 
upon  the  discussion  of  the  several  points  which 
had  been  stated,  we  could  expect  tnat  it  would 
terminate  by  some  provbional  arrangement  on 
the  points  on  which  we  had  no  instructions,  par- 
ticularly on  that  respecting  the  Indians,  which 
arrangement  would  be  subjeet  to  the  ratification 
of  our  Government. 

We  answered,  that  before  the  sabjects  were 
distinctly  understood,  and  the  objects  in  view 
more  precisely  disclosed,  we  could  not  decide 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  form  any  satis- 
factory article  on  the  subject,  nor  pledge  ourselves 
aa  to  the  exercise  of  a  discretion  under  our  pow* 
ers,  even  with  respect  to  a  provisional  agreement. 
We  adde<L  that,  as  we  should  deeply  deplore  a 
rapture  of  the  negotiation  on  any  point,  it  was 
onr  anxious  desire  to  employ  ail  possible  means 
to  avert  an  event  so  serious  in  iu  consequences ; 
and  that  we  had  not  been  without  hopes  that  a 
discussion  might  correct  the  effect  of  any  errone- 
ous information  which  the  British  Government 
might  have  received  on  the  subject  which  they 
had  proposed  as  a  preliminary  basis. 

We  look  this  opportunity  to  remark,  that  no 
nation  observed  a  policy  more  liberal  and  humane 
towards  the  Indians  than  that  pursued  bv  the 
United  Stales;  that  our  object  had  been,  by  all 
practicable  means, to introducecivilizatioo  among 
them ;  that  their  possessions  were  secured  to  them , 
laihCoN.  SdSflss.— 42 


by  well-defined  boundaries ;  that  their  persons, 
lands,  and  other  property,  were  now  more  effect- 
ually protected  against  violence  or  frauds^  from 
any  quarter,  than  they  had  been  under  any  format 
Government;  that  even  our  citizens  were  not  al- 
lowed to  purchase  their  lands;, that  when  they 
gave  up  their  title  to  any  portion  of  their  country 
to  the  United  States,  it  was  by  voluntary  treaty 
with  our  Government,  who  gave  them  a  satis- 
factory equivalent ;  and  that  through  these  means 
the  United  Slates  had  succeeded  in  preserving, 
since  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  of  1795,  an  unin- 
terrupted peace  of  sixteen  years  with  all  the  In* 
dian  tribes— a  period  of  tranquillity  much  longer 
than  they  were  known  to  have  enjoyed  hereto- 
fore. 

It  was  then  expressly  stated  on  our  part,  that 
the  proposition  respecting  the  Indians  was  not 
distinctly  understood.  We  asked  whether  the 
pacification  and  the  settlement  of  a  boundary  for 
them  were  both  made  asinegua  non7  which  was 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  question  was 
then  asked  the  British  Commissioners,  whether 
the  oroposed  Indian  boundary  was  intended  to 
preclude  the  United  States  from  the  right  of  pur- 
chasing by  treaty  from  the  Indians,  without  the 
consent  of  Great  Britain,  lands  lying  beyond  that 
boundary^  and  as  a  restriction  upon  the  Indians 
from  selling,  by  amicable  treaties,  lands  to  the 
United  States,  as  had  been  hitherto  practised  ? 

To  this  question  it  was  first  answered,  by  one 
of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  Indians  would 
not  be  restricted  from  selling  their  lands,  but  that 
the  United  Stales  would  be  restricted  from  pur- 
chasing them ;  and,  on  reflection,  another  of  the 
Commissioners  stated  that  it  was  intended  that 
the  Indian  territories  should  be  a  barrier  between 
the  British  dominions  and  those  of  the  United 
States ;  that  both  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  should  be  restricted  from  purchasing  their 
lands ;  but  that  the  Indians  might  sell  them  torn 
third  party. 

The  proposition  respecting  Indian  boundaries, 
thas  explained,  and  connected  with  the  right  or 
sovereignty  ascribed  to  the  Indians  over  the  coun- 
try, amounted  to  nothing  less  than  a  demand  of 
the  absolute  cession  of  the  rights  both  of  sover- 
eigntjr  and  of  soil.  We  cannot  abstain  from  re- 
marking to  you,  that  the  subject  of  Indian  boun- 
dary was  indistinctly  stated  when  first  proposed, 
and  that  the  explanations  were  at  first  obiBcure, 
and  alwavs  given  with  reluctance ;  and  it  was 
declared,  from  the  first  moment,  to  be  a  tine  qua 
noft,  rendering  any  discussion  unprofitable  until 
it  was  admitted  as  a  basis.  Knowing  that  we  had 
no  power  to  cede  to  the  Indians  any  part  of  our 
territory,  we  thought  it  unnecessary  to  ask,  what 
probably  would  not  have  been  answered  till  the 
principle  was  admitted,  where  the  line  of  demar- 
cation of  the  Indian  country  was  proposed  to  be 
established. 

The  British  Commissioners,  after  having  re- 
peated that  their  instructions  on  the  subject  of 
the  Indians  were  peremptory,  stated  that,  unless 
we  could  give  some  assurance  that  our  powers 
would  allo^  us  to  make  at  least  a  provisional  ar- 
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rangement  oa  the  subject,  any  further  diseuuion 
would  be  fruitless ;  aud  that  they  must  consult 
their  own  GoyernmeDt  on  this  state  of  things. 
They  proposed,  accordingly,  a  suspension  of  the 
conferences  until  they  should  have  received  an 
answer ;  it  being  understood  that  each  party  might 
call  a  meeting  whenever  they  had  any  proposi- 
tions to  submit.  They  despatched  a  special  mes- 
senger the  same  evening,  and  we  are  now  wait- 
ing for  the  result. 

Before  the  proposed  adjournment  took  place, 
it  wa«  agreed  that  there  should  be  a  protocol  of 
the  conterences;  that  a  statement  should,  Tor  that 
purpose,  be  drawn  up  by  each  party ;  and  that 
we  should  meet  the  next  day  to  compare  the 
statements.  We  accordingly  met  again  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  10th  instant,  and  ultimately  agreed 
on  what  should  constitute  the  protocol  of  the  con- 
ferences. A  copy  of  this  instrument  we  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  with  this  despatch;  and  we 
•Jso  enclose  a  copy  of  the  statement  originally 
dfawn  up  on  our  part,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
known  to  yon  the  passages  to  which  the  British 
Commissioners  objected. 

Their  objection  to  some  of  the  passages  was, 
that  they  appeared  to  be  argumentative,  and  that 
the  object  of  the  protocol  was  to  contain  a  mere 
statement  of  facts.  They,  however,  objected  to 
the  insertion  of  the  answer  which  they  had  given 
to  our  question  respecting  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
posed Indian  boundary;  but  they  agreed  to  an  al- 
teration of  their  original  proposition  on  that  sub- 
ject, which  renders  it  much  more  explicit  than  as 
stated,  either  in  the  first  conference  or  in  their 
poposed  draught  of  the  protocol.  They  also  ob* 
jected  to  the  insertion  of  the  fact,  that  they  bad 
proposed  to  adjourn  the  conferences  until  they 
oouid  obtain  further  instructions  from  their  Qov- 
emment.  The  return  of  their  messenger  may, 
perhaps^  disclose  the  motive  of  their  reluctance 
in  that  respect. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

HENRY  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSSLL. 

DrMfght  of  ordinal  Pnioeolf  tnade  by  the  American 
Jl^nuten,  ojthe  two  fitet  oonfarencea  held  with  the 
BritUh  Commiuionere, 

At  a<  meeting  between  the  Commissioners  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  negotiating  and  eonelod- 
inff  a  peace,  held  at  Ghent,  8th  August,  1814,  the 
following  points  were  presented,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  as  subjects 
for  discussion : 

1.  The  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  on  board  of 
merchant  vessels,  and  the  claim  of  allegiance  of 
Hb  Britannic  Majesty  upon  all  the  native  boro 
subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  The  Indian  allies  of  Great  Britain  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  pacification,  and  a  boundary  to  be 
settled  between  the  dominions  of  the  Indians  and 


those  of  the  United  States.  Botk  parts  of  this 
point  are  considered  by  the  British  Government 
as  a  sine  qua  non  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty. 

3.  The  revision  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  those  of 
Great  Briuiin  adjoining  them,  in  North  America. 

4.  The  fisheries,  respeciing  which  the  Brit- 
ish Government  will  not  allow  the  people  of 
the  United  States  the  privilege  of  landing  and 
drying  fish,  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
Great  Britain,  without  an  equivalent. 

The  American  Commissioners  were  requested 
to  say  whether  their  instructions  from  their  Qor- 
ernment  authorized  them  to  treat  upon  these  sev* 
eral  points ;  and  to  state,  on  their  part,  such  other 
points  as  they  might  be  further  instructed  to  pro- 
pose for  discussion. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  9th 
August,  on  which  day  the  CommissioDers  met 
again. 

The  American  Commissioners,  at  this  lueeting, 
stated  that,  upon  the  fi^rst  and  third  points  pro- 
posed by  tte  British  Commissioaers,  tbey  were 
provided  with  instructions  from  their  Graven- 
ment ;  and  that  on  the  second  and  fourth  o(  these 

Soint9,  there  not  having  existed  heretofore  any 
ifferenoes  between  the  two  Goveramenta^  iliey 
had  not  been  anticipated  by  the  Go  vera  ment  of 
the  United  States,  and  were,  therefore^  not  pro- 
vided for  in  their  instructions.  That,  ia  relation 
to  an  Indian  pacification,  they  knew  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  had  appointed 
commissioners  to  treat  of  peace  with  the  Indians; 
and  that  it  was  not  improbable  that  peace  had 
been  made  with  them. 

The  American  Commissioners  presented,  as 
further  points  [subjects]  considered  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  as  suitable  for  dt^ 
cussion — 

1.  A  definition  of  blockade,  and,  as  far  as  may 
be  agreed,  of  other  neutral  and  belligerent  n^hls. 

2.  Certain  claims  of  indamnitjr  to  indivtdoals 
for  captures  and  setzares  preceding  and  subse- 
quent to  the  war. 

3.  They  further  slated  that  there  ware  various 
other  points,  to  which  their  instructions  extend- 
ed, which  might,  with  propriety,  he  objects  of 
discussion,  either  in  the  negotiation  of  the  peaee 
or  in  that  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  which,  in  the 
case  of  a  propitious  termination  of  the  present 
coofereneesk  they  were  likewise  anthomed  to 
conclude.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  faciUiatuig 
the  first  and  most  essential  object  of  peaces  they 
had  discarded  every  subject  which  was  not  con- 
sidered peculiarly  connected  with  that,  and  pre- 
sented only  those  points  which  appeared  to  be 
immediately  relevaat  to  this  negotiation^ 

The  American  Commissioners  expressed  their 
wish  to  reeeive  from  the  British  Commissioners 
a  statement  of  the  views  and  objects  of  Great 
Britain  upon  all  the  points,  and  their  willingness 
to  discuss  them'all,  in  order  that,  if  no  amnge- 
ment  could  be  agreed  to  upon  the  points  not  in 
their  instructions,  which  would  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  powers  committed  to  their  diseretion, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  might  be 
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|mt  in  fKMseflsion  of  th«  entire  and  preebe  inten- 
tions of  tiut  of  Qreat  Britain  witii  fegard  to  such 
points;  and  that  the  British  Government  inijtht 
be  folly  informed  of  tlie  objections,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  to  any  such  arrangiemeat. 

They,  the  American  Commissioners,  were  ask- 
ed whether,  if  those  of  Great  Britain  should  enter 
further  upea  the  discussion,  particnlarly  respect* 
ing  the  Indian  booodary,  the  American  Gommis* 
sioners  could  expect  that  it  would  terminate  by 
some  provisional  arroogemenn  which  they  eould 
eoDcltide,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  their  Gov- 
ernment? 

They  answered  that,  as  any  arrangement  to 
which  they  eould  ame  upon  the  sobject  must  be 
without  specific  authority  from  their  Government, 
it  was  not  poesible  for  them,  previous  to  disctis^ 
stoo,  to  decide  whether  an  article  on  the  subject 
eould  be  formed  which  would  be  mutually  satis*- 
factocy,  and  to  which  they  sfaoaid  cbiok  tbem<* 
sdves,  under  their  discretionary  powers,  justified 
kiaccedini^ 

The  British  Commissioners  declined  entering 
u|K>n  the  discussion,  unless  the  American  Com- 
missiooers  would  say  that  they  considered  it 
witiiin  their  discretion  to  make  a  provisional  ar- 
mgement  on  the  sobject,  conformable  to  the  view 
of  it  prescribed  by  the  British  Government,  and 
proposed  to  adjourn  the  conAteoces  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eonsuUittg  their  own  Government  on  thie 
state  of  things. 

The  British  Commissioners  wisre  asked  whether 
it  was  understood,  as  an  effect  of  the  proposed 
boundary  for  the  Indians,  that  the  United  States 
would  be  precluded  from  the  rijght  of  purchasing 
territory  from  the  Indians  within  that  boundary, 
by  amicable  treaty  with  the  Indians  themselves, 
withom  the  consent  of  Great  Britain  1  And  whe- 
ther it  was  understood  to  operate  as  a  restriction 
upon  the  Indians  for  seliiog,  by  such  amicable 
treaties,  lands  to  the  United  States^  as  has  been 
hitherto  practised? 

Thoey  answered,  that  it  wae  understood  that  the 
Indian  tevritoriee  should  be  a  barrier  between  the 
BtittthposeesaioDsand  those  of  the  United  States; 
that  tlw  United  StaMs  and  Gkeat  Britain  should 
hath  be  restiictad  from  such  purchases  of  lands ; 
but  that  the  Indians  would  not  be  realrieledifrom 
Baling  them  to  any  thhrd  party. 

The  meeting  waa  then  adjourned  to  Wednes* 
day,  10th  August. 

C.  HUGHBS,  Jr., 
Seeteiary  to  theMismon  Extraardinaarf^ 


Froiocoi  qf  Con/^ertof,  A^gwt  8, 1814. 

The  British  uid  American  Commissioners  har* 
ing  met,  their  full  powers  were  respectively  pro- 
duced, which  were  found  satisfactory,  and  copies 
thereof  were  eiehanged* 

The  British  Commissioners  stated  the  follow- 
ing subjects,  as  those  upon  which  it  appeared  to 
them  that  the  discussions  between  themselves 
and  the  American  Commissioners  would  be  like- 
ly to  turn : 

1st.  The  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  from  on 


board  merchant  ships  on  the  high  seas,,  and,  in 
connexion  with  it,  the  right  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  allegiance  of  ail  his  native  subjects. 

3d.  That  the  peace  be  extended  to  the  Indian 
allies  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  boundary  of 
their  territory  be  definitively  marked  out  as  a  per- 
manent barrier  between  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States.  An  arrangement 
on  this  subject  to  be  a  me  qua  nan  of  a  Treaty  of 
Peace. 

3d.  A  rerision  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  British  and  American  Territories,  with  the 
view  to  prevent  future  uncertainty  and  dispute. 

The  British  Commissioners  requested  infomuH 
tion  whether  the  American  Commissioners  were 
instructed  to  enter  into  negotiation  on  the  above 
points.  But,  before  they  desired  any  answer,  they 
felt  it  right  to  communicate  the  intentionsof  their 
Government  as  to  the  North  American  fisheries, 
viz :  that  the  British  Government  did  not  intena 
to  gsant  to  the  United  States,  gratuitously,  the 
privileges  formerly  granted  by  treaty  to  them,  of 
fishing  within,  the  limits  of  the  British  sovereign- 
ty, and  of  using  the  sliores  of  the  British  territc 
Ties  for  purposes  connected  with  the  fisheries. 

AoensT  9. 

The  meeting  being  adjourned  to  the  9lh  Au- 
gust, the  Commissioners  met  again  on  that  dify. 

Tne  American  Commissioners  at  this  meeting 
stated  that,  upon  the  first  and  third  points  pro- 
posed by  the  British  Commissioners,  they  were 
provided  with  instructions  from  their  Gk>vem- 
ment;  and  that  the  second  and  fourth  of  these 
pwots  were  not  provided  for  in  their  instructions. 
That,  in  relation  to  an  Indian  pacification,  they 
knew  that  the  Gtovernment  of  the  United  Statee 
had  appointed  Commissioners  to  treat  of  peace 
with  tM  Indians^  and  that  it  wae  not  improbable 
peace  had  been  made  with  them. 

The  Anoerican  Commissioners  preseaied,  an 
further  subjects  considered  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  as  suitable  A)r  disenseton—- 

let.  A  definition  of  blockade,  and,  as  far  as  maj 
be  affreed,  of  other  neutral  and  beiligeBent  rights. 

3£  Certain  claims  of  indemnity  to  indiviouala 
for  eaptures  and  seizures  preceding  and  subse* 
queat  to  the  war. 

3d.  They  further  stated  that  there  were  varioua 
other  points  to  which  their  iastrndioas  extended, 
which  might,  with  propriety^  be  objeete  of  dis- 
cussion, either  in  the  negotiation  of  tbe  peace,  or 
in  that  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  whiea,  in  the 
case  oC  a  propitious  termination  of  the  present 
conferences,  they  were  likewise  authorized  to  con- 
clude. That,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
first  and  most  essential  object  of  peace,  they  had 
discarded  every  subject  which  was  not  consider* 
ed  as  peculiarly  connected  with  that,  and  pre- 
sented only  those  points  which  appeared  to  be 
immediately  relevant  to  this  negotiation. 

The  American  Commissioners  expressed  their 
wish  to  receive  from  the  British  Commissioners 
a  statement  of  the  views  and  objects  of  Great 
Britain  upon  all  the  points,  and  their  willingness 
to  discuss  them  aU. 
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They,  the  AmericaD  CommisstoDers,  were  ask- 
ed whether,  if  those  of  Great  Britain  sboold  enter 
further  upon  this  discussion,  particolarljr  respect- 
ing the  Indian  boundary,  the  American  Commis- 
sioners could  expect  that  it  would  terminate  by 
aome  provisional  arrangement  which  thej^  could 
conclude,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  their  Gov- 
ernment. 

They  answered  that,  as  any  arrangement  to 
which  they  could  agree  upon  the  subject  must  be 
without  specific  authority  from  their  Govern- 
ment, it  was  not  possible  for  them,  previous  to 
the  discussion,  to  decide  whether  any  article  on 
the  subject  could  be  formed  which  would  be  mu- 
tually satisfactory,  and  to  which  they  should 
think  themselves,  under  their  discretionary  pow- 
ers, justified  in  accedinff. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned. 
True  copy : 

C.  HUGHES,  Jr., 
Secretary  of  Legation. 

Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Clsy,  Russell,  and  GaUatin> 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State. 

Ghent,  August  19, 1814. 

Sir:  Mr.  Baker,  secretary  to  the  British  mis- 
sion, called  upon  us  to-day  at  one  o'clock,  and  in- 
vited us  to  a  conference  to  be  held  at  three.  This 
was  agreed  to;  and  the  British  Commissioners 
opened  it  by  saying  that  they  tad  received  their 
further  instructions  this  morning,  and  had  not  lost 
a  moment  in  requesting  a  meeting  for  the  pur- 
pose of  communicating  the  decision  of  their  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  proper  to  notice  that  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  had  arrived  last  night  in  this  city, 
whence,  it  is  said,  he  will  depart  to-morrow,  on 
his  way  to  Brussels  and  Vienna. 

The  British  Commissioners  stated  that  their 
Grovernment  had  felt  some  surprise  that  we  were 
not  instructed  respecting  the  Indians,  as  it  could 
not  have  been  expected  that  they  would  leave 
their  allies  in  their  comparatively  weak  situation, 
exposed  to  our  resentment.  Great  Britain  might 
justly  have  supposed  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment would  have  furnii»hed  us  with  instructions, 
authorizing  us  to  asree  to  a  positive  article  on 
the  subject ;  but  the  least  she  could  demand  was, 
that  we  should  sign  a  provisional  article,  admit- 
ting the  principle,  subject  to  the  ratification  of 
our  Government,  so  that  if  it  should  be  ratified 
the  treaty  should  uke  effect ;  and  if  not,  that  it 
ahould  be  null  and  void.  On  our  assent  or  refusal 
to  admit  such  an  article,  would  depend  the  con- 
tinuance or  suspension  of  the  negotiation. 

As  we  had  represented  that  the  proposition 
made  by  them  on  that  subject  was  not  sufficiently 
explicit,  their  Government  had  directed  them  to 
give  us  every  necessary  explanation,  and  to  state 
distinctly  the  basis  which  must  be  considered  as 
an  indispensable  preliminary. 

It  was  a  sine  qua  non  that  the  Indians  should 
be  included  in  the  paci6cation,  and,  as  incident 
thereto,  that  the  buuudaries  of  their  territory 
should  be  permanently  established.  Peace  with 
the  Indians  was  a  subject  so  simple  as  to  require 


no  comment.  With  respect  to  the  boundaries 
which  were  to  divide  their  territory  from  that  of 
the  United  States,  the  object  of  the  British  Grov- 
ernment was,  that  the  Indians  should  remain  as 
a  permanent  barrier  between  oar  western  settle- 
ments and  the  adjacent  British  provinces,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  conterminous  to  each  other ; 
and  that  neither  the  United  States  nor  Great  Brit- 
ain should  ever  hereafter  have  the  right  to  pur- 
chase or  acquire  any  part  of  the  territory  thus  re- 
cognised as  belouffing  to  the  Indians.  With  regard 
to  the  extent  of  the  Indian  territory  aad  the  boun- 
dary line,  the  British  Government  would  propose 
the  lines  of  the  Greenville  Treaty  as  a  proper  ba- 
sis, subject,  however,  to  discussion  and  modifica- 
tions. 

We  stated  that  the  Indian  territory,  according 
to  these  lines,  would  comprehend  a  great  number 
of  American  citizens ;  not  less,  perhaps,  than  a 
hundred  thousand ;  and  asked  what  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  British  Government  respecting 
them,  and  under  whose  Government  they  would 
fall?  It  was  answered  that  those  settlements 
would  be  taken  into  consideration  when  the  line 
became  a  subject  of  discussion ;  bat  that  such  of 
the  inhabitants  as  would  ultimately  be  included 
within  the  Indian  Territory  mast  make  their  own 
arrangements,  and  provide  for  themselves. 

The  British  Commissioners  here  said  that,  con- 
sidering the  importance  of  the  question  we  had  to 
decide,  (that  of  agreeing  to  a  prorlsional  article) 
their  Government  had  thought  that  we  should 
also  be  fully  informed  of  its  views  with  respect 
to  the  proposed  revision  of  the  boundary  Line  be- 
tween the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 

1st.  Experience  had  proved  that  the  joint  pos- 
session of  the  Lakes,  and  a  right  common  to  both 
nations  to  keep  up  a  naval  force  on  them,  neces- 
sarily produced  collisions,  and  rendered  peace  in- 
secure. As  Great  Britain  could  not  be  supposed 
to  expect  to  make  conquests  in  that  quarter,  and 
as  that  province  was  essentially  weaker  than  the 
United  States,  and  exposed  to  invasion,  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  its  security  that  Great  Britain  should 
require  that  the  United  States  should  hereafter 
keep  no  armed  naval  force  on  the  western  lakes 
from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Superior,  both  inclu- 
sive ;  that  they  should  not  erect  any  fortified  or 
military  post  or  establishment  on  the  shores  of 
those  lakes;  and  that  they  should  not  roaiataia 
those  which  were  already  existing.  This  mast, 
they  said,  be  considered  as  a  mode.rate  demand, 
since  Great  Britain,  if  she  had  not  disclaimed  the 
intention  of  any  increase  of  territory  might,  with 
propriety,  have  asked  a  cession  of  the  adjacent 
American  shores.  The  commercial  navigation 
and  intercourse  would  be  left  on  the  same  footing 
as  heretofore.  It  was  expressly  stated  (in  answer 
to  a  question  we  asked)  that  Great  Britain  was 
to  retain  the  right  of  having  an  armed  naval  force 
on  those  lakes,  and  of  holding  military  posts  sad 
establishments  on  their  shores. 

2d.  The  boundary  line  west  of  Lake  Superior, 
and  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  to  be  revised;  and 
the  treaty-right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  naviga- 
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tioD  of  the  Mississippi  to  be  coDtioued.  When 
asked  whether  they  did  not  mean  the  line  from 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi  ?  the 
British  Commissiooers  repeated,  that  they  meant 
the  Hoe  from  Lake  Superior  to  that  ti^er. 

3d.  A  direct  communication  from  Haliiaz,and 
the  Proyince  of  New  Brunswick,  to  Quebec,  to 
be  secured  to  Qreat  Britain.  In  answer  to  our 
question,  in  what  manner  this  was  to  be  effected, 
we  were  told  that  it  must  be  done  by  a  cession  to 
Great  Britain  of  that  portion  of  the  District  of 
Maine,  m  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  in* 
terrenes  between  New  Brunswick  and  Q^uebec, 
and  prevents  the  direct  communication. 

Reverting  to  the  proposed  provisional  article 
respecting  the  Indian  pacification  and  boundary, 
the  British  Commissioners  concluded  by  stating 
to  us,  that  if  the  conferences  should  be  suspended 
by  our  refusal  to  agree  to  such  an  article,  without 
having  obtaioed  further  instructions  from  our 
Government,  Great  Britain  would  not  consider 
herself  bound  to  abide  by  the  terms  which  she 
now  offered,  but  would  be  at  liberty  to  vary  and 
regulate  her  demands  according  to  subsequent 
events,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  state  of  the 
war,  at  the  time  of  renewing  the  negotiations, 
might  warrant. 

We  asked  whether  the  statement  made  re- 
specting the  proposed  revision  of  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  domin- 
ions of  Great  Britain  embraced  all  the  objects 
•he  meant  to  brioff  forward  for  discussion,  and 
what  were  partieularlv  her  views  with  respect  to 
MooM  Island,  and  such  other  islands  in  the  bay 
of  Passamaquoddy  as  had  been  in  our  possession 
till  the  present  war,  but  had  been  lately  captured  ? 
We  were  answered  that  those  islands,  belonging 
of  right  to  Qreat  Britain  (as  much  so,  one  of  the 
Commissioners  said,  as  Northamptonshire,)  they 
would  certainly  be  kept  by  her,  and  were  not 
even  supposed  to  be  an  object  of  discussion. 

From  the  forcible  manner  in  which  the  demand 
chat  the  United  States  should  keep  no  naval  arm- 
ed force  on  the  Lakes,  nor  any  military  posts  on 
their  shores,  had  been  brought  forward,  we  were 
induced  to  inquire  whether  this  condition  was 
also  meant  as  a  stne  qua  turn  7  To  this  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners  declined  giving  a  positive  an- 
awer.  They  said  that  they  had  been  sufficiently 
explicit ;  that  they  had  given  us  one  nnequa  nofif 
and,  when  we  had  disposed  of  that,  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  give  us  an  answer  to  another. 

We  then  stated  that,  considering  the  nature 
and  importance  of  the  communication  made  this 
day,  we  wished  the  British  Commissioners  to  re- 
duce their  proposals  to  writing  before  we  gave 
them  an  answer.  This  they  agreed  to,  and  prom- 
ised to  send  us  an  official  note  without  delay. 

We  need  hardly  saV;  that  the  demands  of  Great 
Britain  will  receive  from  us  an  unanimous  and 
decided  negative.  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  detain  the  John  Adams  for  the  purpose  of 
transmitting  to  you  the  official  notes  which  may 
pass  on  the  subject  and  close  the  negotiation. 
And  we  have  felt  it  our  duty  immediately  to  ap-  j 
fvrize  you,  by  this  hasty  but  correct  sketch  of  our  | 


last  conference,  that  there  is  not,  at  present,  anj 
hope  of  peace.  % 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  dUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
P.  S.  August  20, 1814.— We  have  this  moment 
received  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners, 
which  had  been  promised  to  us,  bearing  date  yes- 
terday, a  copy  of  which  we  have  the  honor  to 
enclose. 


Note  of  the  Britieh  Commiaeionere, 

GflBNT,  August  19, 1814. 

The  undersigned  Plenipotentiaries  of  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty  do  themselves  the  honor  of  ae- 
quaintinff  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
States,  that  they  have  commmunicated  to  their 
Court  the  result  of  the  conference  which  they  had 
the  honor  of  holding  with  them  upon  the  9th  in- 
stant, in  which  they  stated  that  they  were  un- 
provided with  any  specific  instructions  as  to  com- 
prehending the  Indian  nations  in  a  treaty  of  peace 
to  be  made  with  Great  Britain,  and  as  to  denning 
a  boundary  to  the  Indian  territorv. 

The  undersigned  are  instruetea  to  acquaint  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States,  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  having,  at  the  ouuet  of 
the  negotiation,  with  a  view  to  the  speedy  resto* 
ration  of  oeace,  reduced,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
number  of^points  to  be  discussed,  and  having  pro- 
fessed themselves  willing  to  foreso,  on  some  im- 
portant topics,  any  stipulation  to  the  advantage  of 
Great  Britain,  cannot  but  feel  some  surprise  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  not 
have  furnished  their  Plenipotentiaries  with  in- 
structions upon  those  points  which  could  hardly 
fail  to  come  under  discussion. 

Under  the  inability  of  the  American  Plenipo-. 
tentiaries  to  conclude  anv  article  upon  the  subject 
of  Indian  pacification  and  Indian  boundary,  which 
shall  bind  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
His  Majesty's  Government  conceive  that  thej  can- 
not give  a  better  proof  of  their  sincere  desire  for 
the  restoration  of  peace  than  by  professing  their 
willingness  to  accept  a  provisional  article  upon 
those  heads,  in  the  event  of  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries considering  themselves  authorized  to 
accede  to  the  general  principles  upon  which  such 
an  article  ought  to  be  founded.  With  a  view  to 
enable  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  to  decide 
how  far  the  conclusion  of  such  an  article  is  within 
the  limit  of  their  general  discretion,  the  under- 
signed are  directed  to  state  fully  and  distinctly  the 
bMis  upon  which  alone  Great  Britain  aeea  any 
prospect  of  advantage  in  the  continuance  of  the 
negotiation  at  the  present  time. 

The  undersigned  have  already  had  the  honor 
of  stating  to  the  American  Pienipotentiaties  that, 
in  considering  the  points  above  referred  to  as  a 
Hne  qua  non  of  any  treat^r  of  peace,  the  view  of 
the  british  Government  is  the  permanent  tnn* 
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aaiUity  and  «6c«rity  of  ike  Indian  aalioas,  and 
it  preyention  of  those  jealoasies  and  irrftatioDs 
to  wnich  the  frequent  alteration  of  the  Indian 
limits  has  heretofore  given  rise.  For  this  purpose 
it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  the  Indian  na- 
tions who  have  been,  daring  the  war,  in  alliance 
with  Great  Britain,  ehould,  at  the  termination  of 
the  war,  be  ineloded  in  the  pacification. 

It  is  equally  neeeesary  that  a  definite  boundary 
should  be  assigned  to  the  Indians,  and  that  the  con- 
tracting parties  should  guarantee  the  integrity  of 
their  territory  by  a  mutual  stipulation  not  to  ac- 
quire, by  purchase  or  otherwise,  any  territory 
within  tne  special  limits.  The  British  Govern- 
ment are  willing  to  take  as  the  basis  of  an  article 
on  this  subject  those  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville,  snimct  to  loodificatioDS,  wliich  relate 
to  a  boundary  line. 

As  theundmi^aed  are  desirous  of  stating  every 
point  in  connexion  with  the  subject  which  may 
reaaonably  influence  thedecision  of  the  Aaaericaa 
Plenpotentiaries  in  the  ezefcise  of  their  discretion, 
they  mrrnH  themselvee  of  this  opportunity  to  re- 
peat what  they  Jiave  already  stated,  Chreat  Britain 
desires  the  revision  of  the  frontier  between  her 
North  American  dominions  and  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  not  with  any  view  to  an  acquisition  of 
tarritory,  as  such,  but  ior  the  porpose  of  securing 
her  possessions  and  preventing  future  disputes* 

The  British  Qovemment  aoosider  the  lakes 
from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Superior,  both  inclu- 
sive, to  be  the  natural  military  frontier  of  the 
British  possessions  in  North  America.  As  the 
weak«r  Power  on  the  North  American  continent, 
the  least  capable  of  acting  offensively,  and  the 
most  «xpoeed  to  sudden  invasion.  Great  Britain 
considers  the  military  occupation  of  these  lakes 
as  necessary  to  the  security  of  her  domiaioos. 
A  boundary  line  equally  dividing  these  waters, 
with  a  right  in  each  nation  to  arm,  both  upon 
the  lakes  and  upon  their  shores,  is  calculated  to 
create  a  contest  for  naval  ascendency  in  peace 
as  well  as  in  war.  The  Power  which  occupies 
these  lakes  should,  as  a  necessary  result,  have  the 
military  occupation  of  both  shores.  In  further* 
ance  ot  this  o^ect,  the  British  Goveruaaeat  is 
prepared  to  propose  a  boundary.  But  as  this 
mi^  be  misconsu^ued  as  an  intention  to  extend 
their  possessions  to  the  southward  of  the  lakes, 
(whicn  is  by  no  means  the  object  they  have  in 
Tiew,)  they  are  disposed  to  leave  the  territorial 
limits  undisturbed,  and  as  incident  to  them,  the 
^ce  commercial  navigation  of  the  lakes,  provided 
that  the  American  Ctovernment  will  stipulate Aot 
to  maintain  or  construct  any  fortifications  upon, 
or  within,  a  limited  distance  of  the  shores,  or 
maintain  or  construct  any  armed  vessels  upon  the 
lakes  in  question,  or  in  the  riven  which  empty 
themsdves  mto  the  same. 

If  this  can  be  adjusted,  there  will  then  remain 
for  discussion  the  arrangement  of  the  Northwest- 
ern boundary  between  Lake  Superior  and  the 
Mississippi,  the  free  navigation  of  that  river,  and 
aueh  a  variation  of  the  line  of  frontier  as  may 
secure  a  direct  communication  between  Quebec 
eadHalifio* 


The  undersigned  trust  that  the  fall  atntement 
which  they  have  made  of  the  views  and  oljecta 
of  the  British  Cbvernment,  in  requiring  the  pa- 
cification of  the  Indian  nations,  and  a  pernMnesf 
limit  to  their  territories,  will  enable  the  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries  to  conclude  a  provisional 
article  upon  the  basis  above  stated.  Should  ihef 
feel  it  necessary  to  refer  to  the  GoveraaMnt  of  iht 
United  Sutes  for  further  instructions,  the  ander- 
signed  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  acquaiiU 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  that  their  Grer- 
ernraent  cannot  be  precluded  by  anything  that 
has  passed,  from  varying  the  terms  at  present 
proposed,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  state  of  the 
war,  at  the  time  c^  resuming  the  conferenees, 
nay,  in  their  Jud^ meat,  render  advimble. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  oc- 
casion to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
United  States  the  assurance  of  their  high  con- 
sideration. GAMBIfiR, 

HBNRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


The  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  Sutes  to  the  8eo- 
retarj  of  State. 

Ghent,  October  25, 1824, 
Sut :  We  have  the  honor  of  traasmictiaf  iMre- 
with  copies  of  all  our  correspoadence  with  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  since  the  d^artare  of 
Mr.  Dallas.  Althoqgh  the  negetiatioa  has  not 
terminated  so  abruptly  as  we  expected  at  that 
period  that  it  would,  we  have  no  reason  lo  tetmeft 
the  opinion  which  we  then  expressed,  that  no 
hopes  of  peace,  as  likely  to  resun  from  it,  couU 
be  entertained.  It  is  true,  that  the  terms  which 
the  British  Government  had  so  peremptorily  pie- 
scribed  at  that  time  have  been  appareatly  aban- 
doned, and  that  the  etna  qm  fum  then  reqair ed  mm 
a  preliminary  to  all  discussion  upon  other  topiu 
has  been  reduced  to  an  article  securing  merely  aa 
Indian  pacifioatioo,  which  we  have  agreed  to  ac- 
cept, subject  to  the  mlification  or  rejeotiea  of  oar 
Government.  But  you  will  perceive  tktx  eoi  re- 
quest for  the  exchange  of  a  project  of  a  treaty 
has  been  eluded,  and  that,  in  their  last  note,  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  have  advanced  «' de- 
mand not  only  new  and  iaadmissible^  bat  totally 
incompatible  with  their  uniform  previoiis  decla- 
rations that  Great  Britain  had  no  view  in  this 
negotiation  to  any  acquisition  of  teriitory.  It 
will  be  perceived  that  this  new  pretension  waa 
brought  forward  immediately  after  the  aceoants 
had  been  received  that  a  British  force  iisd  tskea 
possession  of  all  that  part  of  the  State  of  Masaa- 
chusetts  situate  east  of  Penobscot  river.  The  Bri- 
tish Plenipotentiaries  have  invariably  referred  lo 
their  Government  every  note  received  from  as, 
and  waited  the  return  of  their  messenger  before 
they  have  transmiUed  to  us  their  answer,  and  tbe 
whole  tenor  of  the  correspondence,  as  weU  as  ike 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted  on  ike 
part  of  the  British  Government,  have  conenned  t» 
convince  us  that  their  otgect  has  been  delay ;  their 
motives  for  this  policy  we  presume  to  have  been 
to  keep  the  alternative  of  peaoci  or  of  a  protracted 


1325 


APPENDIX 


n» 


BOaUoMwUk  &reat  BriMn. 


war  in  thm  own  bnadt.  udUI  the  general  arrange- 
ment of  fiaropean  afbirs  should  be  accomplished 
at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  and  until  they  could 
ayail  ihemselTes  of  the  advantages  which  they 
luiTe  anticipated  from  the  success  of  their  arms 
dnrinff  the  present  campaign  in  America. 

AlAoagh  the  Sorereigns  who  had  determined 
to  be  present  at  the  Congress  of  Vienoa  have 
been  already  several  weeks  assembled  there,  it 
does  not  appear  by  the  last  advices  from  that 
pkce  that  the  Congress  has  been  formally  opened. 
On  the  contrary,  by  a  declaration  from  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  Powers,  who  were  parties  to 
the  peace  of  Paris  of  30th  of  May  last,  the  open- 
ing of  the  Congress  appears  to  have  been  post- 
poned to  the  1st  of  November.  A  memorial  is 
said  to  have  been  presented  by  the  French  Am- 
bsssador,  Talleyrand,  in  which  it  is  declared  that 
France,  having  returned  to  her  boundaries  in 
1792,  can  recognise  none  of  the  aggrandizements 
of  the  other  great  Powers  of  Europe  sine e  that 
period,  although  not  intending  to  oppose  them 
Dy  war. 

These  circumstances  indicate  that  the  new 
basis  for  the  political  system  of  Europe  will  not 
be  so  speedily  settled  as  had  been  expected.  The 
principle  thus  assumed  by  France  is  very  exten- 
sive in  its  effects,  and  opens  a  field  for  negotia- 
tion uoch  wider  than  had  been  anticipated.  We 
think  it  does  not  promise  an  aspect  of  immediate 
tmnqnillity  to  this  Continent,  and  that  it  will 
disconcert  particularly  the  measures  which  Ghreat 
Britain  has  been  taking  with  regard  to  the  Aiture 
destination  of  this  country,  among  others,  and  to 
which  she  has  attached  apparently  much  impor- 
tance. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  very  humble  servants, 

JOHN  OUIliCT  AIDiAMS, 
J.  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  QALLATIN. 
Hon.  Jambs  Monrob, 


sir, 


fHefrned  to  in  the  despatch  of  October  25, 1814.] 
Tkt  Ameriom  io  the  Briiish  MmuUn. 

Gbbst,  AuguKi  84, 1814. 
The  undersigned  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
and  Extraordinary,  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  have  given  to  the  official  note  which 
they  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries;  the  delib* 
erate  attention  which  the  importance  of  its  con* 
tents  required,  and  have  now  that  of  transmit- 
ting to  them  their  answer  on  the  several  points 
to  which  It  refers. 

They  would  present  to  the  consideration  of  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  chat  Lord  CastlAeagb, 
in  his  letter  of  the  4th  November.  1813,  to  the 
Ameriean  Secretary  of  State,  pledges  the  faith 
of  the  British  Government,  that  "  tbey  were  will- 
ing to  enter  into  discussion  with  the  Government 
of  America  for  the  conciliatory  adjustment  of 


the  difierenoes  subsisting  between  the  two  StaileB; 
with  an  earnest  desire  on  their  part  to  bring  then 
to  a  favorable  issue,  upon  principles  of  perfeet 
reciprocity,  not  inconsistent  with  the  established 
maxims  of  public  law,  and  with  the  marittmo 
rights  of  the  British  empire."  This  fact  alon« 
might  suffice  to  show,  that  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  expected  that  the  American  Gk>vernment,  i» 
acceding  to  this  proposition,  should  have  ex« 
ceeded  its  terms,  and  furnished  the  uudersignei* 
with  instructions  authorizing  tbem  to  treat  witli^ 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  respecting  the  In- 
dians situated  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Uni' 
ted  States.  That  such  expectation  was  not  en* 
tertained  by  the  British  Government  might  also 
have  been  inferred  from  tbe  explicit  assurances 
which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  gave  on  the 
part  of  their  Government,  at  the  first  conference 
which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  of  holding 
with  them,  that  no  events  subsequent  to  the  first 
proposals  for  this  negotiation  had,  in  an^  manner^ 
varied  either  the  disposition  of  the  British  Gor« 
emment,  that  it  mi|;ht  terminate  in  a  peace  hon^ 
orable  to  both  parties,  or  the  terms  upon  which 
they  would  be  willing  to  conclude  it. 

it  is  well  known  that  the  differences  which 
unhappily  subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  and  which  ultimately  led  fo 
the  present  war,  were  wholly  of  a  maritime  na- 
ture, arising  principally  from  the  British  Ordera 
in  Council  in  relation  to  blockades,  and  from  the 
impressment  of  mariners  on  board  of  American 
vessels.  The  boundary  of  tbe  Indian  territory 
had  never  been  a  subject  of  difference  between 
the  two  countries.  Neither  the  principles  of  re- 
ciprocity, the  maxims  of  public  law,  nor  the 
maritime  rights  of  tbe  British  empire,  could  re* 
quire  the  permanent  establishment  of  such  boand^ 
ary.  The  novel  pretensions  now  advanced  couM 
BO  more  have  been  anticipated  by  the  Gk»vern- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  in  forming  instruo- 
tions  for  this  negotiation,  than  they  seem  to  hav« 
been  contemplated  by  that  of  Great  Britain  in 
November  last  in  proposing  it.  Lord  Castle^ 
reagh's  note  makes  the  termination  of  the  war  to 
depend  on  a  conciliatory  adjustment  of  the  dif- 
ferences then  subsisting  between  the  two  States, 
and  on  no  other  condition  whatever. 

Nor  could  the  Ameriean  Government  hare 
foreseen  that  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  obtain 
peace  for  the  Indians  residing  within  the  domin- 
ions of  the  United  States,  whom  she  had  induced 
to  take  part  with  her  in  the  war,  would  demani 
that  they  should  be  made  parties  to  (he  treaty 
between  the  two  nations;  or  that  the  boundaries 
of  their  lands  should  be  permanently  and  irrevo^ 
cably  fixed  by  that  treaty.  Such  a  proposition  is 
contrary  to  tbe  acknowledged  principles  of  pub- 
lic law,  and  to  the  pactice  or  all  civilieed  na* 
tions,  particularly  or  Great  Britain  and  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  founded  on  reciprocity; 
it  is  unnecessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  object 
which  it  professes  to  have  in  view. 

No  maxim  of  public  law  has  hitherto  been 
more  universally  established  among  the  Powers 
of  Europe  possessing  territories  in  America,  and 
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The  British  Pleoipotentiaries  consider  the  an- 
dersigned  as  faavioff  declared  "  that  the  UDited 
States  will  admit  ofno  line  of  boundary  between 
their  territory  and  that  of  the  Indian  nations,  be- 
cause the  nattiral  growth  and  popalation  of  the 
United  States  would  be  thereby  arrested.''    The 
undersigned,  on  the  contrary,  expressly  stated  in 
their  last  note,  "  that  the  lands  inhabited  by  the 
Indians  were  secured  to  them  by  boundaries  de- 
fined in  amicable  treaties  between  them  and  the 
United  States  ;"  but  they  did  refuse  to  assign,  in 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  a  definitive 
and  permanent  boundary  to  the  Indians  liring 
withm  the  limits  of  the  United  States.    On  this 
subject  the  undersigned   have  no  hesitation  in 
avowing  that  the  United  States,  while  intending 
never  to  acquire  lands  from  the  Indians  otherwise 
than  peaceably,  and  with  their  free  consent,  are 
fully  determined,  in  that  manner^  progressively, 
and  in  proportion  as  their  growing  population 
may  require,  to  reclaim  from  that  state  ol  nature, 
and  to  bring  into  cultivation  every  portion  of  the 
territory  contained  within  their  acknowledged 
boundaries.    In  thus  providing  for  the  support  of 
millions  of  civilized  beings,  they  will  not  violate 
anv  dictate  of  justice  or  of  humanity ;  for  they 
will  not  only  give  to  the  few  thousand  savages 
scattered  over  that  territory  an  ample  eouivalent 
for  any  right  they  may  surrender,  but  will  always 
leave  them  the  possession  of  lands  more  than  they 
can  cultivate,  and  mdre  than  adequate  to  their  sub- 
sistence, comfort,  and  enjoyment,  by  cultivation.  If 
this  be  a  spirit  of  aggrandizement,  the  undersigned 
are  prepared  to  admit,  in  that  sense,  its  existence ; 
but  they  must  deny  that  it  affords  the  slightest 
proof  of  an  intention  not  to  respect  the  boundaries 
between  them  and  European  nations,  or  of  a  de- 
sire to  encroach  upon  the  territories  of  Great 
Britain.    If,  in  the  progress  of  their  increasing 
population,  the  American  jseople  must  grow  in 
strength  proportioned  to  their  number,  the  under- 
signed will  hope  that  Great  Britain,  far  from  re- 
pininjgf  at  the  prospect,  will  contemplate  it  with 
satisfaction.    They  will  not  suppose  that  that 
Government  will  avow,  as  the  basis  of  their  pol- 
icy towards  the  United  States,  the  system  of  ar- 
resting their  natural  growth  within  their  own  ter- 
ritories, for  the  sake  of  preserving  a  perpetual 
desert  for  savages.    If  Great  Britain  has  made 
sacrifices  to  give  repose  to  the  civilized  world  in 
Europe,  no  sacrifice  is  required  from  her  by  the 
United' States  to  complete  the  work  of  general 
paoifioation.^    This  negotiation  at  least  evinces 
on  their  part  no  disposition  to  claim  any  other 
right  thaa  that  of  preserving  their  independence 
entire,  and  of  governing  their  own  territories 
without  foreign  interference. 
•     Of  the  two  proclamations,  purported  copies  of 
which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  thought 
proper  to  enclose  with  their  last  note,  the  under- 
signed might  content  themselves  with  remarking 
that  neither  of  them  is  thp  act  of  the  American 
Government.    They  are  enabled,  however,  to  add, 
with  perfect  confidence,  that  neither  of  them  was 
authorized  or  approved  by  the  Government.   The 
undersigned  are  not  disposed  to  considet  as  the 


act  of  the  British  Government  the  procbiniatioB 
of  Admiral  Cochrane,  herewith  encloaed  exeiting 
a  portion  of  the  population  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  promise  of  military  employmeoi,  or  of 
free  settlement  in  the  West  Indies,  to  mmchery 
and  rebellion.  The  undersigned  ver^  sinoerei^ 
regret  to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  an  irresmlble 
mass  of  evidence,  consisting  priDcipnlly  of  the 
correspondence  of  British  officers  and  agvnU,  part 
only  of  which  has  already  been  ppQished  fa 
America,  establishes  beyond  all  rational  doabc 
the  fact  that  a  constant  system  of  ezcitemeDt  to 
those  hostilities  was  pursued  by  the  British  tim- 
ders  and  agents,  who  had  access  to  the  Indiana, 
not  only  without  being  discountenanced,  boi  with 
frequent  encouragement  by  the  British  authovi- 
ties ;  and  that,  if  they  ever  dissuaded  the  Indiaas 
from  commencing  hostilities,  it  was  only  by  urgiof 
them,  as  in  prudence,  to  suspend  their  attacb 
until  Great  Britain  could  recognise  them  as  her 
allies  in  the  war. 

When,  in  the  conference  of  the  9th  ultiaio,  the 
undersigned  invited  discussion  upon  the  proposal 
of  Indian  pacification  and  boundary,  as  weii  m 
upon  all  the  subjects  presented  by  the  Britisk 
Plenipotentiaries  for  discussion,  they  expressly 
stated  their  motives  to  be — 1st,  toaaceriain,  by  dis- 
cussion, whether  an  article  on  the  subject  could 
be  formed,  to  which  they  could  saba«iibe,  and 
which  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Britisb  Pleni- 
potentiaries ;  and,  2dly,  that,  if  no  sach  srtiele 
could  be  formed,  the  American  Government  might 
be  informed  of  the  views  of  Great  Britain  upon 
that  point,  and  the  British  Government «f  the  ob- 
jections, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  any 
such  arrangement.  The  undersigned  have,  ia 
fact,  already  proposed  no  less  thaa  three  articles 
on  the  subject,  all  of  which  they  view  as  better 
calculated  to  secure  peace  and  tranqaiJlity  to  the 
Indians,  than  any  of  the  proposals  for  that  pur- 
pose made  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  undersigned  had  repeated  their  assurances 
to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  that  peace,  so  Car 
as  it  depended  on  the  United  States,  wou\d  im- 
mediately follow  a  peace  with  Great  Britain; 
and  added,  that  the  Indians  would  thereby  be  re- 
instated in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  stood 
before  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  The 
British  Plenipotentiaries  insist,  in  their  last  note, 
that  the  Indian  nations  shall  be  included  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  and  be  restored  to  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  territories  which  they  eajoyed  in 
the  year  1811,  previous  to  their  commeooement  of 
the  war,  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Greenville, 
and  the  treaties  subsequently  concluded  between 
them  and  the  United  States.  Setting  aside  the 
subject  of  boundary,  which  is  presented  as  for 
discussion  only,  there  is  no  apparent  difference 
with  respect  to  the  object  in  view,  the  pacifica- 
tion and  tranquillity  of  the  Indians,  and  plaeing 
them  in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  scood  be- 
fore the  war ;  all  which  will  be  equally  obuiaed  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  undersigned.  And 
the  only  point  of  real  difference  is,  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  insist  thtt  it  should  be  done  by 
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includiDg  the  iDdians,  as  allies  of  Qreat  Britain, 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  her  and  the  Uai* 
ted  Sates. 

The  United  States  cannot  consent  that  Indians 
residing  within  their  boandaries,  as  acknowl* 
edged  by  Great  Britain,  shall  be  inciaded  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  in  any  manner  which  will  recog- 
nise them  as  independent  nations,  whom  Great 
Britain,  having  obiaioed  this  recognition,  would 
hereafter  have  the  right  to  consider  in  every  re* 
apect  as  such.  Thus,  to  recognise  those  Indians 
as  independent  and  sovereign  nations  would  take 
from  the  United  States,  and  transfer  to  those  In- 
dians,  all  the  rights  of  soil  and  sovereignty  oter 
the  territory  which  they  inhabit ;  and  this  being 
accomplished,  through  the  agency  of  Great  Brit* 
ain,  would  place  them  effeetiuilly  and  exclusively 
under  her  protection,  instead  of  being,  as  here* 
tofore,  under  that  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
perceived  in  what  respect  such  a  prevision  would 
differ  from  an  absolute  cession  by  the  United 
States  of  the  extensive  territory  in  question. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  repeated  the 
assertion  that  the  treaty  by  which  the  Indians 
placed  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States  was  abrogated  by  the  war;  and 
thence  infer,  that  they  are  no  longer  to  be  con- 
sidered as  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  whatever  may  be  the  import  of  the  term, 
and  that  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  interfere 
in  their  behalf  in  the  negotiation  for  peace  can 
only  be  denied  on  the  ground  that  they  are  re« 
garcled  as  subjects.    In  point  of  fact,  several  of 
the  tribes,  parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Greenville, 
have  constantly  been,  and  still  are,  at  peace  with 
the  Uniud  States.    Whether  that  treaty  be  or  be 
not  abrogated,  is  a  question  not  necessary  now 
to  be  discussed.    The  right  of  the  United  States 
to  the  protection  of  the  Indians  within  their 
boundaries  was  not  acquired  by  that  treaty ;  it 
was  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  United  States.    Previ- 
ous to  that  time,  the  Indians  living  within  the 
same  territory  were  under  the  protection  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  as  its  Sovereign.    The  under- 
signed may  refer  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  to 
aU  the  acts  of  their  own  Government  relative  to 
the  subject,  for  proof  that  it  has  always  consid- 
ered this  right  of  protection  as  one  of  the  rights 
of  sovereignty  which  it  needed  no  Indian  treaty 
to  confer,  and  which  the  abrosation  of  no  Indian 
treaty  could  divest.    They  will  particularly  bring 
to  their  reeoUection,  that  when  a  similar  propo- 
sition was  made  of  considering  Indian  tribes,  as 
independent  nations,  to  serve  as  a  barrier  between 
the  French  and  English  territories,  was  made  by 
France  to  England,  it  was  immediately  rejected 
by  a  Minister  to  whom  the  British  nation  is  ac- 
customed to  look  back  with  veneration,  and  re- 
jected on  the  express  ground  that  the  King  would 
not  renounce  his  right  of  protection  over  the  In- 
dians within  his  dominions.    But  whatever  the 
relation  of  the  Indians  to  the  United  States  may 
be,  and  whether  under  their  protection  or  not, 
Great  Britain  having,  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  re- 
cognised the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States, 


and  ai^reed  to  certain  limits  as  their  bouadariesy 
has  no  right  to  consider  anv  persons  or  commn* 
nities,  wluther  Indians  or  others,  residing  within 
those  boundaries,  as  nations  independent  of  the 
United  States. 

The  United  States  claim,  of  right,  with  respect 
to  all  Buropean  nations,  and  partieidarly  with 
respect  to  Great  Britain,  the  entire  sovereignty 
over  the  whole  territory,  and  all  the  persons  em* 
braced  within  the  boundaries  of  their  dominions  s 
Great  Britain  has  no  right  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  relations  subsisting  between  the  several  com- 
mnoities  or  persons  living  therein ;  thev  form,  as 
to  her,  only  parts  of  the  dominions  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  altogether  immaterial  whether,  or 
how  far,  under  their  political  institutions  and 
policy,  these  communities  or  persons  are  indepen* 
dent  States,  allies,  or  subjects.  With  respect  to 
her,  and  all  other  foreian  nations,  they  are  parts 
of  a  whole,  of  which  the  United  States  are  the 
sole  and  absolute  sovereigns. 

The  allegation  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  practice  or  princi* 
pies  of  Great  Britain  to  abandon,  in  her  negotia* 
tions  for  peace,  those  who  have  co-operated  with 
her  in  war,  is  not  applicable  to  the  Indians,  but  on 
the  erroneous  assumption  of  their  independence, 
which,  so  far  as- she  is  concerned,  has  been  fully 
disproved.  And  although  no  power  from  these 
tribes  to  the  British  Government,  to  treat  in  their 
iM^alf,  would,  for  the  same  reason,  be  admitted 
by  the  undersigned,  they  may  nevertheless  observe 
that  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  having  produced 
no  such  powers,  having  no  authority  to  bind  the 
Indians,  to  engage  for  their  assent  to  the  pacificn* 
tlon,  or  to  secure  the  continuance  of  peace  on 
their  part,  whilst  speaking  of  them  as  allies,  do 
really  propose  to  trelht  for  them,  not  as  if  tney 
were  independent  nations,  hot  as  if  they  were  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain*  The  undereigned,  so 
far  from  asking  that,  in  relation  to  the  Indians, 
Great  Britain  should  pursue  a  course  inconsistent 
with  her  former  practice  and  principles,  only  de^ 
sire  that  she  would  follow  her  own  example  re- 
specting them,  in  her  former  treaties  with  other 
European  nations,  and  with  the  United  Statea* 
No  provision  for  tne  Indians  is  found  in  the  treaty 
of  1763,  by  which  France  ceded  Canada  to  GkeaC 
Britain,  although  almost  all  the  Indians  living 
within  the  territory  ceded,  or  acknowledged  to 
belong  to  Great  Britain,  had  taken  part  with 
France  in  the  war.  No  such  provision  was  in- 
serted in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  althoueh 
almost  all  the  Indians  tribes  living  within  the 
territory  recognised  by  the  treaty  to  belong  to  the 
United  States,  had,  during  the  war,  co-operated 
with  Great  Britain,  and  might  have  been  consid- 
ered as  her  allies  more  just^r  than  on  the  present 
occasion.  So  far  as  concerns  the  relations  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  these 
Indians  can  be  treated  for  only  on  the  principles 
by  which  amnesties  are  stipulated  in  favor  of 
disaffected  persons,  who,  in  times  of  war  and  in- 
vasion, co-operate  with  the  enemy  of  the  nation 
to  which  they  belong.    To  go  as  far  as  possible 
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vi»le  note,  to  little  proof  of  aof  ditposhion  on 
the  part  of  the  GbverniiMiit  of  the  United  :Stste8 
to  eater  into  an  amicable  diseasston  of  the  sev- 
eral points  sabmitted  by  the  undersigned  in  their 
foroter  cooimanieation.  Tbe  oadersii^ned  are 
perfeetif  aware  that,  in  bringing  forward  those 
points  for  oonstderation,  and  scatinff  with  so  much 
frankness  as  they  did,  the  views  with  which  they 
were  proposed,  they  departed  from  the  usual 
course  of  negotiations,  by  disclosing  all  the  ob- 
jects of  their  Qovernment  while  thme  which  the 
American  GbTernment  had  in  view  were  with- 
beld ;  but  in  so  doing  they  were  principally  actu- 
ated by  a  sincere  desire  of  bringing  the  negotia- 
tion as  soon  as  possible  to  a  favorable  termina- 
tion, and  in  some  measure,  by  their  willingness 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  expressed  by  the  Ame- 
ricaa  Plenipotentianes  themselves. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  war  between  His 
Majesty  and  the  United  Slates  was  declared  by 
the  kuter  Power,  upon  the  pretence  of  maritime 
rights,  alleged  to  be  asserted  by  G^ieat  Britain,  and 
dispuud  by  the  United  States. 

If  the  war  thus  declared  by  the  United  States 
bad  been  carried  on  by  them  for  objects  pure- 
ly of  a  maritime  nature,  or  if  the  attack  which 
has  been  made  on  Canada  had  been  made  for  the 
purpose  of  diversion,  or  in  the  way  of  defence 
against  the  British  forces  in  that  quarter,  any 
question  as  to  the  boundaries  of  Canada  might 
have  been  considered  as  unnecessary ;  but  it  is 
notorious  to  the  whole  world  that  the  conquest 
of  Canada,  and  its  permanent  annexation  to  the 
United  States,  was  the  declared  object  of  the 
American  GoTernmeat.  If,  in  consequence  of  a 
different  course  of  events  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope His  Majesty's  €k>7arnment  had  been  unable 
to  reinforce  the  British  armies  in  Canada,  and  the 
United  Slates  had  obtained  a  decided  superiority 
in  that  quarter,  is  there  any  person  who  doubts 
that  they  would  haye  availed  themselves  of  their 
situation  to  obtain  on  the  side  of  Canada  im- 

Sortant  cessions  of  territory,  if  not  the  entire  aban- 
onment  of  the  country  by  Gkeat  Britain  1  Is  the 
American  Qovernment  to  be  allowed  to  pursue, 
•o  far  as  its  means  will  enable  it,  a  system  of  ac- 
quisition and  aggrandizement  to  the  extent  of  an- 
nexing entire  provinces  to  their  dominions,  and 
is  His  Majesty  to  be  precluded  from  availing 
himself  of  his  means,  so  far  as  they  will  enable 
him,  to  retain  those  pointo  which  the  valor  of 
British  arms  may  have  |»laoed  in  his  power,  be- 
cause they  happen  to  be  situated  within  the  terri- 
tories allotted  uader  former  treaties  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  ? 

Such  a  principle  of  negotiation  was  never 
avowed  at -any  period  aniecedent  to  that  of  the 
revolutionary  GovernaMat  of  France. 

If  the  policy  of  the  United  States  had  been  es- 
sentiaHy  pacific,  as  the  American  Plenipotenti- 
aries assert  it  ought  to  be,  from  their  political 
inatituttons,  from  the  habits  of  thalr  citizens,  and 
from  their  physical  sitoation,  it  might  not  have 
been  necessary  to  propose  the  precautionary  pro- 
visiotts  now  under  discussion.  That,  of  late  years 
at  least,  the  American  Qovernment  have  been 


inftoeneed  hy  a  l^ery  diffinrent  policy,  bf  a  spirit 
of  aggrandisement  not  necessary  to  tneir  own 
security,  but  increasing  with  the  extent  of  th^tr 
empire,  has  been  too  clearly  manifested  by  their 
progressive  occupation  of  the  Indian  tcmtoriea, 
by  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  bv  the  more  re- 
cent attempt  to  wrest  by  force  or  arms  from  a 
nation  in  amity  the  two  Floridas,  and,  lasdy,  bf 
the  avowed  intention  of  permanently  annexing 
the  Canadas  to  the  United  States. 

If,  then,  the  security  of  the  British  North  Atne- 
rican  dominicms  requires  any  sacrifices  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  they  must  be  aserBw4 
to  the  declared  policy  of  that  dknrerament  in  ma* 
king  the  war  not  one  of  self-defence,  nor  for  the 
redress  of  grievances,  real  or  pretended,  but  a  part 
of  a  system  of  conquest  and  aggrandizement. 

The  British  Gbrernment,  .in  its  present  sitoa- 
tion, is  bound  in  duty  to  endeavor  to  secnre  Its 
North  American  dominions  against  those  at- 
tempts at  conquest  which  the  American  Govern- 
ment have  avowed  to  be  a  principle  of  their  pol- 
icy, and  which,  as  such,  will  nndoubtedlf  be  re- 
newed whenever  any  succeeding  war  between 
the  two  countries  shall  afford  a  prospect  of  re- 
newing them  with  success. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  that  the 
military  possession  of  the  lakes  from  Lake  Ontario 
to  Lake  Superior  should  be  seoured  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, beoaase  the  command  of  those  lakes  woubl 
afford  to  the  American  Government  the  means  of 
commencing  a  war  in  the  heart  of  Canada,  and 
because  the  command  of  them,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  has  been  shown,  by  experience, 
to  be  attended  with  no  insectrrity  to  the  United 
States. 

When  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  Powen 
in  North  America  is  considered,  it  should  be  rec- 
ollected that  the  British  dominions  in  that  quar- 
ter do  not  contain  a  population  of  five  hnndre^ 
thousand  souls,  whereas  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  contains  a  population  of  store  than 
seven  millions ;  that  the  naval  resources  of  the 
United  States  are  at  hand  for  attack,  and  the  na- 
val resources  of  Great  Britain  are  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  military  possession  of  those  lakes  is  not, 
therefore,  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  proposal  for  allowing  the  territories  on  the 
southern  banks  of  the  l«kes  above  mentioned  to 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  GoTemnenr  ef 
the  United  States,  provided  no  fortificaciena 
should  be  erected  on  the  shores,  and  no  armament 
permitted  on  the  waters,  has  oeen  made  for  the 
purfrase  of  manifesting  that  security,  aad  not  ae^ 
quisitton  of  territory,  is  the  object  of  the  British 
Government,  and  that  they  have  no  desire  ts 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  any  commerce 
which  the  people  of  the  united  States  may  fo 
desirous  of  carrying  on  upon  the  Lakes,  in  time 
of  peace. 

The  undersigned,  with  the  anxious  wish  to 
rectify  all  misunderstanding,  have  thus  nme fully 
explained  the  grounds  upon  which  th^  broo^t 
forward  the  propeaitions contained  in  their  former 
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note^  respeetiiig  di«  bouodariet  of  tbe  BrUisii  do- 
minioos  in  North  America. 

They  do  not  wish  to  insist  upon  them  beyond 
what  the  eiroamstancea  b»7  fairly  reqnife.  They 
are  f^dy  smieahly  to  diasnsB  the  details  of  them, 
with  a  yiew  to  the  adoption  of  any  modifications : 
which  the  American  rlentpotentiartes,  or  their 
Government,  mair  have  tosogpiest,  if  they  are  not 
incompatihle  with  the  object  itself. 

With  respect  to  the  l!oiradary  of  the  Bistriet 
of  Maine,  and  that  of  the  Northwestern  frontier 
of  the  United  States,  the  nndersi^ned  were  not 
prepared  to  anticipate  the  objections  contained 
in  the  note  of  the  Amertoan  Plenipotentiaries, 
**  that  thejr  were  instraoted  to  treat  for  the  reris- 
ion  of  their  boundary  lincs,^  with  the  statement 
which  they  have  sabaequently  made,  that  they 
had  no  authority  to  cede  avy  past,  howcrer  insig- 
aMcaat.  of  the  territory  or  the  United  States; 
althougn  the  proposal  left  it  open  to  them  to  de- 
mand an  equivalent  for  such  cession,  either  in 
frontier  or  otherwise. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  must  be  aware 
that  the  boundary  of  the  District  of  Maine  has 
nerer  been  correctly  ascertained;  that  the  one 
asserted  at  present  by  the  American  Government, 
by  which  the  direct  communicatioa  between 
Halifax  and  duebec  becomes  interrupted,  was 
ttot  in  contemplation  of  the  British  Pienipotea* 
liaries  who  concluded  the  treaty  of  1783;  and 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  territory  in  question 
is  actually  unoccupied. 

The  undersigned  are  persuaded  that  an  ariange* 
meat  on  this  point  mi^ht  be  eastlfr  made,  if  en* 
tered  into  with  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  with* 
oat  any  prejudice  to  the  mteresis  of  the  district 
in  question. 

As  the  necessity  fw  fixing  some  boundary  for 
the  Northwestern  frontier  has  been  mutually  ac- 
knowledged, a  proposal  for  a  discussion  on  that 
aubject  oannot  be  considered  n  a  demand  for  a 
cession  of  territory,  unless  the  United  States  are 
prepared  to  assert  that  there  is  no  limit  to  their 
territory  in  that  direction,  and,  thai  avaiiinff 
themselves  of  the  geographical  error  upon  which 
that  part  of  the  treaty  of  1783  was  formed,  they 
will  acknowledge  no  boundary  whatever ;  then, 
unquestionably,  anv  proposition  to  fix  <me,  be  it 
what  it  may,  must  oe  considered  as  demanding  a 
lam  cession  of  territory  from  the  United  States. 

£  the  Anurican  Government  prepared  to  as- 
sert such  an  unlimited  right,  so  contrary  to  the 
evident  intention  of  the  treaty  iuelf  ?  Or,  is  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  understand  that  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  are  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge the  boundary  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  (the  arrangemeat made 
hy  a  convention  in  1803,  but  not  ratified,)  as  that 
by  which  their  Government  is  ready  to  abide  7 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  are  inalnieted  to 
accept  favorably  such  a  proposition,  or  to  discuss 
any  other  line  of  bounaary  which  may  be  sub- 
mitted for  consideratioB. 

It  is  with  equal  astonishment  and  regret  the 
undersigned  find  that  the  AoMrican  Plenipoten* 
tiariea  have  not  only  deoUned  signing  any  pro- 


visional wttele  by  whieb  the  Indian  nations  who 
have  taken  part  with  Grcatfiritain  ta  the  present 
contest  may  be  included  in  the  peace,  and  maf 
have  a  boundary  assigned  to  them,  but  have  also 
thought  proper  to  express  surprise  at  any  propo- 
sition on  theisubject  baling  been  advanced. 

The  American  Plesipoteotiaries  state  that  tbelv 
GovemaKat  could  not  have  expeeted  such  a  dis^ 
cussion,  and  appear  resolved  at  once  to  reject  any 
proposition  on  this  head,  representing  it  as  a  de* 
mand  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of 
public  law,  tantamount  to  a  cession  of  one-third 
of  the  territorial  dominions  of  the  Unhed  Statea^ 
and  requured  to  he  admitted  witbouFt  discussion. 

The  proposition  which  is  thus  represented  is, 
that  the  Indian  naiione  which  have  been,  during 
the  war,  in  alliance  with  Great  Brttaia,  should, 
at  iu  .termination,  be  included  in  the  pacification, 
and  with  a  view  to  tbeir  permanent  tranquillity 
and  security,  that  the  Briush  Govemment  is  wil- 
ling to  tahe  as  a  bas»  of  an  article  on  the  subjeift 
of  a  boundary  for  those  nations,  the  stipulations 
which  the  American  Government  eontracled  in 
1795,  subject,  however,  to  modifications. 

After  the  declaration  publicly  made  to  these 
Indian  nations  by  the  Governor  General  of  Can* 
ada.  that  Great  Britain  would  not  desert  tbem, 
could  the  American  Government  really  persuade 
itself  that  no  proposition  relaiing  to  those  natfons 
would  be  advanced;  and  did  Lord  Gastlereagfa^ 
note  of  the  4th  of  November,  181^  imply  sogveat 
a  sacrifice  of  honor,  or  exoMe  from  discussion 
every  subject  excepting  what  immediately  re- 
lated to  the  maritime  questions  referred  to  in  it  7 

When  the  undersigned  assured  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  anxious  wish  of  the  Brit* 
ish  Gtovernment  that  the  aegotiasioa  mi|^t  ter- 
minate in  a  peace  honorable  to  both  parties,  it 
could  not  have  been  imagined  that  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  would  thence  conclude  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  wae  prepared  to  aban- 
don the  Indian  nations  to  their  rate ;  nor  could  it 
have  beea  foreseen  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment would  have  considered  it  as  derogatory  to 
its  honor  to  admit  a  proposition  by  which  the 
tranquillity  of  those  nations  m^ht  be  secured. 

The  Bruish  Plenipotentiaries  have  yet  to  learn 
that  it  is  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles 
of  public  law  to  include  allies  in  a  negotiatios 
for  peace,  or  that  it  ia  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
all  civilized  nations  to  propose  that  a  provision 
should  be  made  for  their  future  security. 

The  Treaty  of  Greenville  established  the  boun- 
daries between  the  United  Btates  and  the  Indian 
nations.  The  American  Plenipotentiaries  must 
be  aware  that  the  war,  which  has  since  broken 
out,  has  abrogated  that  treaty*  Is  it  contrary  to 
the  established  principles  of  public  law  for  the 
British  Government  to  propose,  on  behalf  of  its 
allies,  that  this  treaty  shall,  on  the  pacification, 
be  considered  subject  to  such  modifications  as  the 
case  may  reader  necessary?  Or  nit  imreason** 
able  to  propose  that  this  stipulation  should  be 
amended;  and  that,  on  that  foundation,  some 
arrangement  should  be  made  which  would  pro- 
vide for  the  existence  of  Jiaeutral  Power  between 
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Ghreat  Britain  and  the  United  States,  ealeolated 
to  secure  to  both  a  longer  contiouanceof  the  bles- 
sinifrs  of  peace  ? 

So  far  was  that  specific  proposition  respecting 
the  Indian  boundaries  from  beioff  insisted  upon  in 
the  note,  or  in  the  conference  which  preceded  it, 
as  one  to  be  admitted  without  discussion,  that  it 
would  hare  been  difficult  to  use  terms  of  greater 
latitude,  or  which  appeared  more  adapted  not  only 
not  to  preclude  but  lo  innte  discussion. 

If  the  basis  proposed  could  convey  away  one- 
third  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  the 
American  Oo?ernment  itself  must  have  conveyed 
it  away  by  the  Greenville  Treaty  of  1795. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  that  treaty  without  re- 
marking how  inconsistent  the  present  pretensions 
of  the  American  Gh>vernment  are  with  its  pream- 
ble and  provisions.  The  boundary  lines  between 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  the 
Indian  nations  are  therein  expressly  defined.  The 
general  character  of  the  treaty  is  that  of  a  treaty 
with  independent  nations;  and  the  very  stipula- 
tion whicn  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  refer 
to,  that  the  Indian  nations  should  sell  their  lands 
only  to  the  United  States,  tends  to  prove  that,  but 
for  that  stipulation,  the  Indians  had  a  general 
right  10  dispose  of  them.  The  American  Gov- 
ernment has  now,  for  the  first  time,  in  effect  de- 
clared that  all  Indian  nations  within  its  line  of 
demarcation  are  its  subjects,  living  there  upon 
sufferance  on  lands  which  it  also  claims  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  acquiring,  thereby  menacing  the 
final  extinction  of  those  nations. 

Against  such  a  svstem  the  undersigned  must 
formally  protest,  'f  he  undersigned  repeat,  that 
the  terms  on  which  the  proposition  has  been 
made  for  assigning  to  the  Indian  nations  some 
boundary,  manifest  no  unwillingness  to  discuss 
any  other  proposition  directed  to  the  same  object, 
or  even  a  modification  of  that  which  is  offered. 
Great  Britain  is  ready  to  enter  into  the  same  en- 
gagemento  with  respect  to  the  Indians  living 
within  her  line  of  demarcation,  as  that  which  is 
proposed  to  the  United  States.  It  can,  therefore, 
only  be  from  a  complete  misapprehension  of  the 
proposition  that  it  can  be  represented  as  beinff  not 
reciprocal.  Neither  can  it,  with  any  truth,  be 
represented  as  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  prin- 
ciples of  public  law,  as  derogatory  to  the  honor, 
or  inconsistent  with  the  righu  of  the  American 
Government,  nor  as  a  demand  required  to  be  ad- 
mitted without  discussion. 

After  this  full  exposition  of  the  sentiments  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  on  the  points  above 
stated,  it  will  be  for  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries to  determine  whether  they  are  ready  now 
to  continue  the  negotiations,  whether  they  are 
disposed  to  refer  to  their  Government  for  further 
iostructions,  or,  lastly,  whether  they  will  take 
upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  breaking  off* 
the  negotiation  altogether. 

The  undersigned  request  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries to  accept  the  assurance  of  their  high 
conaideration.  GAM  BIER, 

H£NRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


From  the  American  to  the  British  Ministers. 

Ghent,  SepUmber  9, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, dated  the  4th  instant.  If,  in  the  tone  or 
substance  of  the  former  note  of  the  undersiffned, 
the  British  Commissioners  have  perceived  little 
proof  of  any  disposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Amer- 
ican Gh>vernment|  for  a  discussion  of  some  of  the 
propositions  advanced  In  the  first  not^  which  the 
undersigned  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from 
them,  they  will  ascribe  it  to  the  nature  of  the 
propositions  themselves ;  to  their  aprarent  incom- 
patibility with  the  assurances  in  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  letter  to  the  American  Secretarv  of  States 
proposing  this  negotiation,  and  with  the  solemn 
assurances  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  them- 
selves, to  the  undersigned,  at  their  first  conferences 
with  them. 

The  undersigned,  in  reference  to  an  observa- 
tion of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  must  be 
allowed  to  say  that  the  objects  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  had  in  view  have 
not  been  withheld. 

The  subjects  considered  as  suitable  for  diseo9' 
sion  were  niirly  brought  forward  in  the  conference 
of  the  9th  ultimo,  and  the  terms  on  which  the 
United  States  were  willing  to  coodude  the  peace 
were  frankly  and  expressly  declared  in  the  note 
of  the  undersigned  dated  the  24th  ultimo.  It  had 
been  confidently  hoped  that  the  nature  of  those 
terms,  so  evidently  framed  in  a  sincere  apirit  of 
conciliation,  would  have  induced  Great  Britain 
to  adopt  them  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty ;  and  it  is 
with  deep  regret  that  the  undersigned,  if  they 
have  rightly  understood  the  meaning  of  the  last 
note  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  perceive  that 
they  still  insist  on  the  exclusive  mtUtary  posses- 
sion of  the  Lakes,  and  on  a  permanent  boaadary 
and  independent  territory  for  the  Indians  residii^ 
within  the  dominions  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  demand  is  grounded  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  American  Government  has  mani- 
fested, by  its  proceedings  towards  Spain,  by  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  by  purchases  of  Indian 
laiids,  and  by  an  avowed  intention  of  permanently 
annexing  the  Canadas  to  the  United  States,  a 
spirit  of  aggrandizement  and  conquest  which  ju^ 
tifies  the  demand  of  extraordinary  sacrifices  from 
them  to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  British 
possessions  in  America. 

In  the  observations  which  the  undersimd  felt 
it  their  duty  to  make  on  the  new  demands  of  the 
British  Government,  they  confined  their  animad- 
versions to  the  nature  of  the  demands  themselves; 
they  did  not  seek  for  illustrations  of  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain  in  her  conduct,  in  various  qoarten 
of  the  globe,  towards  other  nations,  for  she  was 
not  accountable  to  the  United  States.  Yet,  the 
undersigned  will  say  that  their  Goveroment  has 
ever  been  ready  to  arrange,  in  the  most  amicable 
manner  with  Spain,  the  questions  respecting  the 
boundaries  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  that  of 
indemnities  acknowledged  by  Spain  due  to  Amer- 
ican citizens.    How  the  peaceable  aeqoisiuoa  of 
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LoQisiaoa.  or  the  parehase  of  lands  within  the 
aekoowledsed  territories  of  the  United  States, 
both  made  by  fair  and  yolontary  treaties  for  satis- 
factory equivalents,  can  be  ascribed  to  a  spirit  of 
conquest  dangerous  to  their  neighbors,  the  under- 
signed are  altogether  at  a  loss  to  understand. 

Nor  has  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  its  per- 
manent annexation  to  the  United  States,  been  the 
declared  object  of  their  Government.  From  the 
commencement  of  the  war  to  the  present  time  the 
American  Gbrernment  has  been  always  willing 
to  make  peace,  without  obtaining  any  cession  of 
territory,  and  on  the  sole  condition  that  the  mari- 
time questions  might  be  satisfactorily  arranged. 
Such  was  their  disposition  in  the  month  of  July, 
1812,  when  they  instructed  Mr.  Russell  to  make 
the  proposal  of  an  armistice ;  in  the  month  of 
October  of  the  same  year,  when  Mr.  Monroe  an- 
swered Admiral  Warren's  proposal  to  the  same 
effect;  in  April,  1813,  when  instructions  were 
given  to  three  of  the  undersigned,  then  appointed 
to  treat  of  peace,  under  the  mediation  of  Russia; 
and  in  January,  1814^  when  the  instructions,  un- 
der which  the  undersigned  are  now  acting,  were 
prepared. 

The  proposition  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
is,  that,  in  order  to  secure  the  frontier  of  Canada 
against  attack,  the  United  States  should  leave 
their  own  without  defence;  and  it  seems  to  be 
forgotten,  that  if  their  superior  population  and  the 
proximity  of  their  resources  give  them  any  ad- 
vantage in  that  quarter,  it  is  balanced  by  the  great 
difference  between  the  Military  EMablishments 
of  the  two  nations.  No  sudden  invasion  of  Can* 
ada  by  the  United  States  conld  be  made,  without 
leaving  on  their  Atlantic  shores  and  on  the  ocean, 
expos^  to  the  great  superiority  of  British  force, 
a  mass  of  American  property  more  valuable  than 
Canada.  In  her  relative  superior  force  to  that  of 
the  United  States,  in  every  other  quarter.  Great 
Britain  may  find  a  pledge  much  more  efficacious 
for  the  safety  of  a  single  vulnerable  point  than  in 
stipulations  ruinous  to  the  interests  and  degrading 
to  the  honor  of  America.  The  best  security  for 
the  possessions  of  both  countries  will,  however, 
be  found  in  an  equal  and  solid  peace,  in  a  mutual 
respect  for  the  rights  of  each  other,  and  in  the 
cultivation  of  a  friendly  understanding  between 
them.  If  there  be  any  source  of  jealousy  in  rela- 
tion to  Canada  itsellj  it  will  be  found  to  exist 
solely  in  the  undue  interference  of  traders  and 
agents,  which  may  be  easily  removed  by  proper 
restraints. 

The  only  American  forts  on  the  Lakes  known 
to  have  been,  at  the  commencement  of  the  nego- 
tiation, held  by  British  force,  are  Michilimackinac 
and  Niagara.  As  the  United  States  were  at  the 
same  time  in  possession  of  Amherstburg  and  the 
adjacent  country,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  mere 
occupation  of  these  two  forts  could  give  any 
claim  to  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  laree  conces- 
sions of  territory,  founded  upon  the  rignt  of  con- 
quest ;  and  the  undersigned  may  be  permitted  to 
add,  that,  even  if  the  chances  of  war  should  yield 
to  the  British  arms  a  momentary  possession  of 
other  paru  of  the  territories  of  the  United  Staiesi 


such  evenu  would  not  alter  their  views  with  re- 
gard  to  the  terms  of  peace  to  which  they  would 
give  their  consent.  Without  recurring  to  exam- 
ples drawn  from  the  revolutionary  Governments 
of  France,  or  to  a  more  recent  and  illustrious 
triumph  of  fortitude  in  adversity,  they  have  been 
taught  by  their  own  history  that  the  occupation 
of  their  principal  cities  should  produce  no  de* 
spondency,  nor  induce  their  submission  to  the 
dismemberment  of  their  empire,,  or  to  the  aban- 
donment of  anv  one  of  the  rights  which  consti* 
tute  a  part  of  their  national  independence. 

The  general  position  that  it  was  consistent  with 
the  principles  of  public  law,  and  with  the  practice 
of  civilized  nations,  to  include  allies  in  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  to  provide  for  their  security,  never 
was  called  in  <)uestion  by  the  undersigned.  But 
they  have  denied  the  riffht  of  Great  Britain,  ac- 
cording to  those  principles  and  to  her  own  prac- 
tice, to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  Indian 
tribes  residincf  within  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  as  acknowledged  by  herself,  to  consider 
such  tribes  as  her  allies,  or  to  treat  for  them  with 
the  United  States.  They  will  not  repeat  the 
facu  and  arguments  already  brought  forward  by 
them  in  support  of  this  position,  and  which  re- 
main unanswered.  The  observations  made  by 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville,  and  their  assertion  that  the  United 
Stales  ROW,  for  the  first  time,  deny  the  absolute 
independence  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  claim  the 
exclusive  right  of  purchasing  their  lands,  require 
however  some  notice. 

If  the  United  States  had  now  asserted  that  the 
Indians  within  their  boundaries,  who  have  ac- 
knowledged the  United  States  as  their  only  pro- 
tectors, were  their  subjects,  living  only  at  suffer- 
ance on  their  lands,  far  from  being  the  first  in 
making  that  assertion,  they  would  only  have 
followed  the  example  of  the  principles  uniformly 
and  invariably  asserted  in  substance,  and  fre- 
qoeutly  avowed  in  express  terms,  by  the  British 
Government  itself.  What  was  the  meaning  of 
all  the  colonial  charters  granted  by  the  British 
monarchs,  from  that  of  Virginia,  by  Blizabeth,  to 
that  of  Georgia,  by  the  immediate  predecessor  of 
the  present  Sing,  if  the  Indians  were  the  sover- 
eigns and  proprietors  of  the  lands  bestowed  by 
those  charters?  What  wa«  the  meaning  of  that 
article  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  the 
Five  Nations  were  described  in  terms  as  subject  to 
the  dominion  of  Ghreat  Britain  ?  Or  that  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  by  which  it  was  de- 
clared that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  granted 
them  the  privilege  to  live  where  they  pleased,  if 
those  subjects  were  independent  sovereigns,  and 
if  these  tenants,  at  the  license  of  the  British  King, 
were  the  rightful  lords  of  the  land  where  be 
granted  them  permission  to  live?  What  was  the 
meaning  of  that  proclamation  of  his  present  Brit- 
annic Majesty,  issued  in  1763,  declaring  all  pur- 
chases of  lands  from  the  Indians  null  and  void, 
unless  made  by  treaties  held  under  the  sanction 
of  His  Majesty's  Government,  if  the  Indians  had 
the  right  to  sell  their  lands  to  whom  they  pleased? 
What  was  the  meaning  of  boundary  lines  of 
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American  territeriea^  ia  all  Uw  treaties  of  €keat 
Britain  with  other  Baropean  Powers  haTJog 
American  possessions,  panicularl|r  ia  the  treaty 
of  1763,  by  which  she  acquired  from  France  the 
sovereignty  and  possession  of  the  Canadas ;  in  her 
Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  United  States  of  1783; 
nay,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  Northwestern 
boundary  line  now  proposed  by  the  British  Com- 
missioners themselves,  if  it  is  the  rightful  posses- 
sion and  sovereignty  of  independent  Indians  of 
which  these  boundaries  dispose?  Is  it,  indeed, 
necessary  to  ask  whether  Great  Britain  ever  has 
permitted,  or  would  permit,  any  foreign  nation, 
or,  without  her  consent,  any  ot  her  subjects,  to 
acquire  lands  from  the  Indianis  in  the  territories 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  in  Canada  1 
In  formally  protesting  against  this  system,  it  is 
not  against  a  novel  pretension  of  the  American 
Government,  it  is  against  the  most  solemn  acts 
of  their  own  Sovereigns,  against  the  royal  prcH 
ciamations,  charters,  and  treaties  of  Great  Britain 
for  nK>re  than  two  centuries,  from  tbe  first  settle- 
ment of  North  America  to  the  pfiesent  day,  that 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  protest. 
^  From  the  rigor  of  this  system,  however,  as  prae- 
tised  by  Great  Britain  and  all  the  other  European 
Powers  in  America,  the  humane  and  liberal  pol- 
icy of  the  United  Sutes  has  volunurily  relaxed. 
A  celebrated  writer  on  the  law  of  nations,  to 
whose  aothority  British  jurisuhave  taken  partic* 
ular  satisfaction  in  appealing,  after  stating,  in  the 
most  explicit  manner,  the  legitimacy  of  colonial 
settlements  in  America,  to  the  exdusiun  of  all 
rights  of  uncivilized  Indian  trib^  has  taken 
occasion  to  praise  the  first  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania,  in  having 
purchased  of  the  Indians  the  lands  they  resolved 
to  eultivate,Dotwichstanding  their  being  furnished 
with  a  charter  from  their  »ov«reignb  It  is  this 
example  which  the  United  States,  since  they  be- 
came by  their  independence  the  sorereisna  of  the 
territory,  have  adopted  and  organized  into  a  po- 
litical syatem.  Under  that  system  the  Indiana 
lesidiiig  within  the  United  States  are  so  far  inde- 
pendent that  they  live  under  their  own  euatoms, 
and  not  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  that 
their  rights  upon  the  lands  where  they  inhi^tot 
hunt,  are  secured  to  them  by  bouadariea  defined 
in  amicable  ueaties  between  the  United  States 
and  themselves;  and  that  whenever  thooe  boon- 
daiies  are  varied,  it  is  also  by  amiaaUeand  roU 
ttntary  treaties,  by  which  they  receive  from  the 
United  States  ample  compensalion  for  every  right 
they  have  to  the  lands  ceded  by  them.  They  are 
so  far  dependent  as  not  to  have  the  right  to  dis- 
pose of  their  lands  to  any  private  persons,  nor  to 
any  Power  other  than  the  United  States,  and  to 
be  under  their  protection  alone,  and  not  under 
that  of  any  other  Power.  Whether  called  subjects, 
or  by  whatever  name  designated,  such  is  the  re- 
lation  between  them  and  the  United  States.  That 
relation  is  neither  asserted  now  for  the  first  time, 
nor  did  it  originate  with  the  Treaty  of  Green- 
ville. These  principles  have  been  uniformly  re- 
cognised by  the  Indians  themselves,  not  only  by 
that  treaty,  but  in  all  the  other  previoos  as  well 


as  subsequent  treaties  between  them  and  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  Treaty  of  Greenville  neither  took  from  the 
Indians  the  right,  which  they  had  not,  of  seliing 
lands  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
to  foreign  Governments  or  sub^ts,  nor  ceded  to 
them  the  right  of  exercising  exclusive  jurtsdieiion 
within  the  boundary  I iae assigned.  It  was  merely 
declaratory  of  the  public  law,  in  relation  to  the 
parties,  founded  on  principles  previously  and  uni- 
versally recognised.  If  left  to  the  Uaited  Sfatei, 
the  rights  of  exercising  sovereignty  and  of  acqui- 
ring soil  bears  no  analogy  to  the  proposition  of 
Great  Britain,  which  requires  the  ahandonmeni 
of  both. 

The  British  Plenipoteatianes  state,  in  their  last 
note,  that  Great  Britain  is  ready  to  enter  into  the 
same  en|^a^ements,  with  respect  to  the  ladiani 
living  within  her  line  of  demarcation,  aa  that 
which  is  proposed  lo  the  Uaited  States.  The 
undersigned  will  not  dwell  on  the  immenae  ine- 
quality of  value  between  the  two  territories,  which, 
under  such  an  arrangement,  would  be  asaagned  br 
each  nation  respectively  to  the  Indians,  «id  whiek 
alone  would  make  the  reciprocity  merely  nomi- 
nal. The  condition  which  would  be  thus  mi- 
posed  om  Great  Bsitain,  not  to  acquire  lands  in 
Canada  from  the  Indians,  would  be  prodoetiveof 
no  advantage  to  the  United  States^  and  ia,  there- 
fore, no  equivalent  for  the  sacrifice  required  of 
them.  They  do  not  consider  Uiat  it  belongs  to 
the  United  States  in  any  reapect  to  interfere  with 
the  concerns  of  Great  Britain  ia  hci  Americau 
possessions,  or  with  her  towards  the  Indians  re- 
siding there;  and  they  cannot  consent  to  any  In- 
terference on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  with  th«r 
own  concerns,  and  particularly  with  the  ladiauB 
living  within  their  territories.  It  may  be  the  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain  to  limit  her  setueraenu  in 
Canada  to  their  present  extent,  and  to  leave  the 
country  to  the  West  a  perpetual  wydenesi^  to  ha 
forever  inhabited  by  scattered  tribes  of  hnniera; 
but  it  would  infiict  a  vital  injury  on  the  United 
States  to  have  a  line  run  through  theii  territory, 
beyond  which  their  settlements  shcmld  foiever  be 
precluded  from  extending ;  thereby  nrrestiag  the 
natural  growth  of  their  population  and  strength; 
placing  the  Indians  subsiaatialiy,  by  virtue  of  the 
proposed  guarantee,  under  the  protection  of  Great 
Britain ;  doooiing  them  to  perpetual  bavbarisin. 
and  leaving  an  extensive  fronties  iorever  exposed 
to  their  savage  ioeursions. 

With  respect  to  the  mere  question  of  peace 
with  the  Indiani^  the  undersigned  have  already 
explicitly  assured  the  British  Plenipotanttariea 
that,  so  far  as  it  depended  on  the  United  Statea, 
it  would  immediately  and  necessarily  follow  a 
peace  with  Gkeat  Britain.  If  this  be  her  sole 
object,  no  provision  in  the  treaty  to  that  effieet  is 
necessary.  Provided  the  Indians  will  now  con- 
sent to  it,  peace  will  immediately  be  made  witk 
them,  and  they  will  be  reinstated  in  the  same  sit- 
uation in  which  they  stood  before  the  eommeoee* 
ment  of  hostilities.  Should  a  continuance  of  the 
war  compel  the  United  States  to  alter  their  pol- 
icy towards  the  Indiana  who  may  still  uike  ike 
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fOLTt  of  Great  Britaia,  they  alone  nmat  be  respoii«> 
sible  for  the  consequeoces  of  her  own  act,  ia  hav- 
ing induced  them  to  withdraw  themselves  from 
the  proteetion  of  the  United  States.  The  em- 
ployment of  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  war- 
lare  is  the  indiscriminate  torture  and  butchery  of 
women,  children,  and  prisoners,  is  itself  a  depar- 
ture from  the  principles  of  hunuinity  observed 
between  all  civilized  and  Christian  nations,  even 
in  war.  The  United  States  have  constantly  pro- 
tested, and  still  protest,  against  it,  as  an  unjusti- 
fiable agignravatioa  of  the  calamities  and  horrors 
of  war.  Of  the  peculiar  atrocities  of  Indian  war- 
^re,  the  allies  or  Great  Britain,  in  whose  behalf 
she  now  demands  sacrifices  of  the  United  States, 
have  daring  the  present  war  shown  many  deplo* 
rable  examples.  Among  them,  the  massacre  in  cold 
blood  of  wounded  prisonens,  and  the  refusal  of  the 
rites  of  borial  to  the  dead,  under  the  eyes  of  Brit^ 
ish  officer^*,  who  could  only  plead  their  inability 
10  control  these  savage  auxiliaries,  hare  been 
Kpeated,  and  are  notorious  to  the  world.  The 
Untied  StAtcs  nufffai  at  all  times  have  eoniHoyed 
the  same  kind  of  force  against  Great  Britain^ 
and  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  was  in  her  power 
to  employ  it  against  ibem;.  but,  from  thmir  relucf 
lance  to  resort  to  means  so  ahhorreot  to  the  nat^ 
ural  feelings  of  humanity,  they  abstatnsd  from  the 
USB  of  them  until  compelled  to  the  alternative  of 
employing  themselves  Indians^  who  would  other- 
wise have  been  drawn  into  the  ranks  of  their 
enemies.  The  undersigned,  suggesting  to  the 
British  Flenipoteniiariea  the  propriety  of  an  arti- 
cle bv  which  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
should  reciprocally  stipulate  never  hereafter^  if 
they  should  be  again  at  war,  to  employ  savages 
in  it,  believe  that  it  would  ha  infinitely  more  hon- 
orable to  the  humanity  a^d  Christian  temper  of 
both  parties,  more  advantageous  to  the  Indians 
themselves,  and  better  adapted  to  secure  their  per* 
maneni  peace,  tranquillity,  and  progressive  civiii* 
zation,  ihan  the  houiidary  proposed  by  the  Britiah 
Plenipotentiaries. 

With  vciprd  to  the  cessioa  o$  a  part  of  the  Dis* 
triet  of  Maine,  as  to  which  the  British  nenipo- 
teDtiaries  art  unable  to  reconcile  the  ofajecdoaB 
OMde  by  th*  nnderaigaed  with  their  previous  de- 
darattoo,  they  have  the  honor  to  observe,  that,  at 
.  the  oonfesenceof  the  8th  nltiaM,  the  British  Pleni* 
notentiaries  BUttd,a8  one  of  the  subjects  suitable 
for  discussion,  a  revision  of  tba  boundary  line 
between  the  British  and  Amerioaii  territories, 
with  a  view  lo  prevent  uncertainly  and  dispute ; 
and  that  it  was  on  the  point  thus  stated  thai  the 
undersigned  declared  that  they  were  provided 
with  instructions  from  their  Government ;  a  de» 
deration  which  did  not  imply  that  they  were  in- 
structed to  make  any  cession  of  territory  in  any 
quarter,  or  to  agree  to  a  revision  of  the  line,  or  to 
any  exchange  of  territory,  where  no  uncertainly 
or  dispute  existed. 

The  nndersigoed  perceive  no  uncertainty  or 
matter  of  doubt  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  with  re- 
spect to  that  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  District 
of  Maine  which  would  be  affected  by  the  pro- 
posal of  Great.  Britain  on  that  subject.    They 


never  have  understood  that  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries who  signed  that  treaty  had  contem* 
plated  a  boundary  different  from  that  fixed  by  the 
treaty,  and  which  requires  nothing  more,  in  order 
to  be  definitely  ascertained,  than  to  be  surveyed 
in  conformity  with  its  provisions.  This  subject 
not  having  been  a  matter  of  uncertainty  or  die* 
pute,  the  undersigned  are  not  instructed  upon  it ; 
and  have  no  authority  to  cede  any  part  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  even  for  what  the  British 
Government  miaht  consider  a  fair  equivalent. 

In  regard  to  the  boundary  of  the  northwestern 
frontier,  so  soon  as  the  proposition  of  Indian  boun- 
duty  is  disposed  of,  the  undersigned  have  no  ob- 
iection,  with  the  explanation  given  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  in  their  last  note,  to  discuss  the 
subject. 

The  undersigned,  in  their  former  note,  stated 
with  frankness,  and  will  now  repeat,  that  the 
two  propositions — first,  of  assigning  in  the  pro- 
posed treat]f  of  peace  a  definite  boundary  to  the 
Indians  living  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  beyond  which  boundary  they  should  stip- 
ulate not  to  acquire,  by  purchase  or  other  wisa^ 
an V  territory ;  secondlv,  or  securing  the  exclusive 
militarv  possession  of  the  lakes  of  Great  Britain- 
are  both  inadmissible ;  and  thst  they  cannot  sub* 
scribe  to,  and  would  deem  it  useless  to  refer  to 
their  Government,  any  arrangement,  even  pro* 
visional,  containing  either  of  those  prepositional 
With  this  undersUttdieg,  the  undersigned  are  now 
ready  to  continue  the  negotiations,  and,  as  they 
have  already  exprensed,  to  discuss  all  the  pointo 
of  difiisrence,  or  which  might  hereafter  tend  in 
any  de(;iee  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  two 
countries. 

The  undersigned  request  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  accept  the  assurance  of  their  high 
consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

HBNEY  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

A.  GALLATIN. 

From  the  British  to  the  American  Ministers. 

Ghbnt,  S^L  19, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them  by 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  9th  instant. 

Oa  the  greater  part  of  that  note  the  undersi j^n- 
ed  have  no  nrtoHion  to  make  comments,  having 
propoMd  lo  themselves  throughout  the  negotia* 
rion  to  arvoid  ail  unnecessary  discussions,  mora 
especially  when  tending  to  create  irritation. 

On  the  question  of  the  Northwestern  frontiers, 
they  are  happy  to  find  that  no  material  difficulty 
is  likely  to  arise. 

With  respect  to  the  boundary  of  the  District  of 
Maine,  the  undersigned  observe,  with  regret,  that, 
although  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  have 
acknowledged  themselves  to  be  instructed  to  dis- 
cuss a  revision  of  the  boundary  line  with  a  view 
to  prevent  uncertainty  and  disputes,  yet,  by  as- 
suming an  exclusive  right  at  once  to  decide  what 
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is,  or  is  not,  a  sabject  of  uncertainty  and  dispute, 
thejr  have  rendered  their  powers  nugatory,  or  in- 
admissibly  partial  in  their  operation. 

After  the  declaration  made  by  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  that  the  United  States  will  ad- 
mit ot  no  line  of  boundary  between  their  territory 
and  that  of  the  Indian  nations,  because  the  natu- 
ral growth  and  population  of  the  United  States 
would  be  thereby  arrested,  it  becomes  necessary 
further  to  insist  on  the  proof  of  a  spirit  of  aggran- 
dizement afforded  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana 
from  France,  against  the  known  conditions  on 
which  it  had  been  ceded  by  Spain  to  that  coun- 
try, or  the  hostile  seizure  of  a  ^reat  part  of  the 
Floridas  under  the  pretence  of  a  dispute  respecting 
the  boundary. 

The  reason  given  by  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries for  this  declaration  equally  applies  to  the 
assignment  of  a  boundary  to  the  United  States 
on  any  side,  with  whatever  view  proposed;  and 
the  unlimited  nature  of  the  pretension  would  alone 
have  justified  Great  Britain  in  seeking  more  effec- 
tual securities  against  its  application  to  Canada, 
than  any  which  the  undersigned  have  had  the 
honor  to  propose. 

Had  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  been  in- 
structed on  the  subject  of  Canada,  they  would  not 
have  asserted  that  its  permanent  annexation  had 
not  been  the  declared  object  of  their  GK>veroment. 
It  has  been  distinctly  avowed  to  be  such  at  differ- 
ent times,  particularly  by  two  American  Gener- 
als, on  their  respective  invasions  of  Canada.  If 
the  declaration  first  made  had  been  disapproved, 
it  would  not  have  been  repeated.  The  declara- 
tions here  referred  to  are  to  be  found  in  the  proc- 
lamation of  General  Hull  in  July,  1812,  and  of 
GeneralSmith  in  November,  1812,copies  of  which 
are  hereunto  annexed. 

It  must  be  also  from  the  want  of  instructions 
that  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  have  been 
led  to  assert  that  Great  Britain  has  induced  the 
Indians  to  withdraw  from  the  protection  of  the 
United  States.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  cannot  have  forgotten  that  Great  Britain, 
so  far  from  inducing  the  Indians  to  withdraw 
themselves  from  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  gave  the  earliest  information  of  the  inten- 
tion of  those  nations  to  invade  the  United  States, 
and  exerted  herself,  though  without  success,  to 
prevent  and  appease  their  hostility.  The  Indian 
nations,  however,  having  ezperieneedj  as  they 
thought,  oppression,  instead  of  protection,  from 
the  tfnited  States,  declared  war  against  them  pre- 
viously to  the  declaration  of  war  by  that  country 
against  Great  Britain.  The  treaty  by  which  the 
Indians  placed  themselves  under  the  protection 
of  the  United  States  is  now  abrogated,  and  the 
American  Government  cannot  now  be  entitled  to 
claim  as  a  right  the  renewal  of  an  artide  in  a 
treaty  which  has  no  longer  any  existence.  The 
Indian  nations  are,  therefore,  no  loogrer  to  be  con- 
sidered as  under  the  protection  ot  the  United 
States — whatever  may  be  the  import  of  that  term 
— and  it  can  only  be  on  the  ground  that  they  are 
regarded  as  subjects,  that  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries can  be  authorized  to  deny  the  right  of 


Grreat  Britain  to  interfere  on  their  behalf  in  the 
negotiation  for  peace.  To  any  such  claim,  it  is 
repeated,  that  the  treaties  concluded  with  fhem, 
and  particularly  that  of  Greenville,  are  in  direct 
opposition. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  recur  to  the  manner  ia 
which  the  territory  of  the  United  States  was  at 
first  settled,  in  order  to  decide  whether  the  Indian 
nations,  the  original  inhabitanU  of  America,  shall 
have  some  spot  assigned  to  them,  where  they  may 
may  be  permitted  to  live  in  tranqoiiiiry ;  nor 
whether  their  tranquillity  can  be  secured  withoat 
preventing  an  uninterrupted  system  of  encroach- 
ment upon  them  under  the  pretence  of  purchases. 

If  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  are  author- 
ized peremptorily  to  deny  the  right  of  the  British 
Government  to  interfere  with  the  pacification  of 
the  Indian  nations,  and  for  that  reason  refuse  all 
negotiation  on  the  subject,  ths  undersigned  are  at  a 
loss  to  understand  upon  what  principle  it  was  that, 
at  the  conference  of  the  9th  ultimo,  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  invited  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  added,  that  it  was  not  possible  for  them 
to  decide,  without  discussion,  whether  an  article 
could  be  framed  which  should  be  mutually  satis- 
factory, and  to  which  they  should  think  them- 
selves, under  their  discretionary  powers,  warrant- 
ed in  acceding. 

The  undersigned  must  further  observe  that,  if 
the  American  Gbvernment  has  not  furnished 
their  Plenipotentiaries  with  any  instructions 
since  January  last,  when  the  general  paci&catioa 
of  Europe  could  have  been  immediately  in  con- 
templation, this  subsequent  silence,  after  an  event 
so  calculated  (even  in  the  view  which  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries  have  taken  of  it,  in  their 
note  of  the  24th  ultimo,)  to  influence  the  negotia- 
tion, is,  to  say  the  leas^  no  proof  of  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  bring  it  to  a  favorable  conclusion.  The 
British  Government  has  entered  into  the  ne^go- 
tiation  withan  anxious  wish  to  effect  an  amrcabie 
arrangement.  After  convulsions,  unexampled  in 
their  nature,  extent,  and  duration,  the  civilized 
world  has  need  of  lepose.  To  obtain  this  in  Eu- 
rope, Great  Britain  has  made  considerable  sacri- 
fices. To  complete  the  work  of  general  pacifica- 
tion, it  is  her  earnest  wish  to  establish  a  peace 
with  the  United  Slates,  and,  in  her  endeavors  to 
accomplish  this  object,  to  manifest  the  same  prin- 
ciples of  moderation  and  forbearance ;  bat  it  is 
utterly  inconsistent  with  her  praciice  and  her 
principles  ever  to  abandon,  in  her  negotiation  for 
peace,  those  who  have  coH^petated  with  her  ia 
war. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  repeat  that  the 
British  Government  is  willing  to  sign  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  with  the  United  States  on  terms  honor- 
able to  both  parties.  It  has  not  offered  any  terms 
which  the  United  States  can  justly  represent  as 
derogatory  to  their  honor,  nor  can  it  be  induced 
to  accede  to  any  which  are  injurious  to  its  owe. 
It  is  on  this  ground  that  the  undersigned  are  s«- 
thorized  distinctly  to  declare  that  they  are  in- 
structed not  to  sign  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States,  unless  the 
Indian  nations  are  inclnded  in  it,  and  restored  lo 
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•U  til*  rights,  prmlafet,  «od  territories  which 
Ihef  enjoyed  in  the  yetr  1811.  preyions  to  the 
eomraenoement  of  ibe  war,  oy  ▼i'^ue  of  the 
Treats  of  Greenville,  and  the  treaties  snbse^ 
qoently  ooncluded  between  them  and  the  United 
States.  From  this  point  the  British  Plenipoten* 
liaries  cannot  depart. 

They  are  further  instructed  to  offer  for  discus* 
aion  an  article  by  which  the  contracting  parties 
•hall  reciprocally  bind  themselves,  according  to 
boundaries  to  be  agreed  upon,  not  to  purchase  the 
lands  occupied  by  the  Indians  within  their  respect- 
ive lines  or  demarcation.  By  makinj^  this  engage- 
ment subject  to  revision  at  the  ezniration  of  the 
given  period,  it  is  hoped  that  the  objection  to  the 
establishment  of  a  boundary,,  beyond  which  the 
aeulements  of  the  United  States  should  be  for- 
ever excluded,  may  be  effectually  obviated. 

The  undersigned  have  never  stated  that  the 
exclusive  military  poeeeeston  of  the  lakes,  how- 
ever conducive  they  are  satisfied  it  would  be  to 
a  good  undersuodiog  between  the  two  countries, 
without  endangering  the  security  of  the  United 
States,  was  to  oe  considered  as  a  tine  qua  nan  in 
the  negotiation.  Whenever  the  question  relative 
to  the  pacification  of  the  Indian  nations  (which, 
subject  to  the  explanations  already  given,  is  a 
nm  qua  nott^)  shall  be  adjusted,  the  undersigned 
will  be  authorized  to  make  a  final  proposition  on 
the  subject  of  Caaadian  boundaries,  so  entirely 
fonnied  on  principles  of  moderation  and  justice, 
that  tl^ey  feel  confident  it  cannot  be  rejected. 
This  proposition  will  be  distinctly  staled  by  the 
undersigned,  upon  receiving  an  assurance  from 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  that  they  consider 
themselves  authorised  to  conclude  a  provisional 
article  on  the  sabfect,  and  upon  their  previously 
consenting  to  incrade  the  Indian  nations  in  the 
Ueaty,  in  the  manner  above  described. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  op* 
portunity  of  renewing  to  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries the  assumnce  of  their  high  consid- 
eration. OAMBIBR, 

HENRY  QOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

From  the  American  to  the  British  Ministen. 
Gbkit,  September  Se,  1814. 
In  replying  to  the  note  whidi  the  undersigned 
have  had  the  honor  of  receivinj^  from  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries,  dated  on  the 
19th  instant,  tney  are  happy  to  concur  with  them 
in  the  sentiment  of  avoiding  unnecessary  discus- 
sions, especially  such  as  may  have  a  tendency  to 
create  irritation.  They  had  hoped  that,  in  the 
same  spirit,  the  Bridsh  Plenipotentiaries  would 
not  have  thought  allusions  again  necessary  to 
transactions  foreign  to  this  negotiation,  relating 
to  the  United  States  and  other  independent  na- 
tions, and  not  suitable  for  discussion  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain.  The  observa- 
tion made  with  respect  to  Louisiana  is  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  the  cession  of  that  province  lo 
the  United  States  was,  at  the  time,  communicated 
to  the  British  Qovemment,  who  expressed  their 
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eatire  satisftction  with  it,  and  as  it  has  subse- 
quently received  the  solemn  sanction  of  Spaia 
herself.  ^ 

The  undersigned  will  further  say.  that,  wheai- 
ever  the  transactions  of  the  United  States  in  ref- 
lation to  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  and  Florida 
shall  be  a  proper  subject  of  discuMion,  thev  will 
be  found  not  only  susceptible  of  complete  justifi- 
cation, but  will  demonstrate  the  moderatioa  and 
forbearance  of  the  American  Government,  and 
their  undeviaiing  respect  for  the  rights  of  their 
neighbors. 

The  undersigned  are  far  from  assuming  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  decide  what  is,  or  is  not,  a  subjeet 
of  uncertainty  and  dispute  with  regard  to  the 
boundary  of  the  District  of  Maine.  But  until  the 
British'  Plenipotentiaries  shall  have  shown  in 
what  respect  the  part  of  that  boundary  which 
would  be  affected  by  their  proposal  is  sucti  a  sub- 
ject, the  undersigned  may  be  permitted  to  assert 
that  it  is  not. 

The  treaty  of  1783  described  the  boundary  as  a 
line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth,  in  the  ba^  of  Fundy, 
to  iu  source;  and  from  its  source  directly  north 
10  the  Highlands,  which  divide  the  rivem  that 
fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  those  which 
fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence;  aad  thence, 
along  the  said  Highlands,  to  the  northwestern- 
most  head  of  Connecticut  TiY^r. 

Doubu  having  arisen  as  to  the  St.  Croix,  dea- 
ignatcd  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  a  provision  was 
made  by  that  of  1794  for  ascertainmg  It;  and  it 
may  be  fairly  inferred,  from  the  limitation  of  the 
article  to  that  sole  object,  that,  even  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  no  other  subject  of  con- 
troversy existed  in  relation  to  the  extension  of 
the  boundary  line  from  the  source  of  that  river. 
That  river  and  its  scarce  having  been  accord- 
ingly ascertained,  the  undersigned  are  prepared 
to  propose  the  appoiatment  of  Commtssionars 
by  the  two  Governments  to  extend  the  line  to 
the  Highhinds,  conformably  to  the  treaty  of  17^ 
The  proposal,  however,  of  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries was  not  to  ascertain,  bat  to  vary, 
those  lines,  in  such  meaner  as  to  secure  a  direct 
communication  between  (luebee  and  Halifax; 
an  alteration  which  could  not  be  effected  with- 
out a  cession  by  the  United  States  to  Great 
Britain  of  all  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Mas* 
sachusetto  intervening  between  the  provinces  ef 
New  Brunswick  and  duebec,  although  unque^ 
tionably  included  within  the  boundary  lines  fixed 
by  that  treaty.  Whether  It  was  contemplated 
oa  the  part  of  Gkeat  Britain  to  obtain  the  cet- 
sion,  with  or  without  an  equivalent,  in  fron- 
tier or  otherwise,  the  undersigned,  in  stating  that 
they  were  not  instructed  or  authorized  to  treat 
on  the  subject  of  cession,  have  not  declined  to 
discuss  any  matter  of  uncertainty  or  dispute 
which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  may  point 
out  to  exist  respecting  the  boundaries  in  that  or 
in  any  other  quarter,  and  are,  therefore,  not  liable 
to  the  imputation  of  having  rendered  their  pow- 
ers on  the  subject  nugatory  or  inadmissibly  partial 
in  their  opefation. 
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The  BriciBh  Pleoipotentiaries  consider  the  an* 
dersigned  aa  havioff  declared  "  that  the  United 
States  will  admit  ofno  line  of  boaodary  between 
their  territory  and  that  of  the  Indian  nations,  be- 
cause the  natQrai  crrowlh  and  popolation  of  the 
United  States  woaTd  be  thereby  arrested."    The 
undersigned,  on  the  contrary,  expressly  stated  in 
their  last  note,  "  that  the  landu  inhabited  by  the 
Indians  were  secured  to  them  by  boundaries  de- 
fined in  amicable  treaties  between  them  and  the 
United  States  ;"  but  they  did  refuse  to  assign,  in 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  a  definitive 
and  permanent  boundary  to  the  Indians  living 
withm  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates.    On  this 
subject  the  undersigned  have  no  hesitation  in 
avowing  that  the  United  States,  while  intending 
never  to  acquire  lands  from  the  Indians  otherwise 
than  peaceably,  and  with  their  free  consent,  are 
fully  determined,  in  that  manner^  progressively, 
and  in  proportion  as  their  growing  population 
may  require,  to  reclaim  from  that  state  or  nature, 
and  to  bring  into  cultivation  every  portion  of  the 
territory  contained  within  their  acknowledged 
boundaries.    In  thus  providing  for  the  support  of 
millions  of  civilized  beings,  they  will  not  violate 
anv  dictate  of  justice  or  of  humanity  i  for  they 
will  not  only  give  to  the  few  thousand  savages 
scattered  over  that  territory  an  ample  eouivalent 
for  any  right  they  may  surrender,  but  will  always 
leave  them  the  possession  of  lands  more  than  they 
can  cultivate,  and  mbre  than  adequate  to  their  sub- 
sistence, comfort,  and  enjoyment,  by  cultivation.  If 
this  be  a  spirit  of  aggrandizement,  the  undersigned 
are  prepared  to  admit,  in  that  sense,  its  existence  ; 
but  they  must  deny  that  it  affords  the  slightest 
proof  of  an  intention  not  to  respect  the  boundaries 
between  them  and  European  nations,  or  of  a  de- 
sire to  encroach  upon   the  territories  of  Great 
Britain.    If,  in  the  progress  of  their  increasing 
population,  the  American  jseople  must  grow  in 
strength  proportioned  to  their  number,  the  under- 
aigned  will  nope  that  Great  Britain,  far  from  re- 
pininjgf  at  the  prospect,  will  contemplate  it  with 
satisfaction.    They  will  not  suppose  that  that 
Government  will  avow,  as  the  basis  of  their  pol- 
icy towards  the  United  States,  the  system  of  ar- 
resting their  natural  growth  within  their  own  ter- 
ritories, for  the  sake  of  preserving  a  perpetual 
desert  for  sarages.    If  Great  Britain  has  made 
sacrifices  to  give  repose  to  the  civilized  world  in 
Europe,  no  sacrifice  is  required  from  her  by  the 
United' States  to  complete  the  work  of  general 
pacification.    This  negotiation  at  least  evinces 
on  their  part  no  disposition  to  claim  any  other 
right  than  that  of  preserving  their  independenee 
entire,  and  of  ^verning  their  own  territories 
without  foreign  interference. 
•     Of  the  two  proclamations,  purported  copies  of 
which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  thought 
proper  to  enclose  with  their  last  note,  the  under- 
signed might  content  themselves  with  remarking 
that  neither  of  them  is  thp  act  of  the  American 
Government.    They  are  enabled,  however,  to  add, 
with  perfect  confidence,  that  neither  of  them  was 
authorized  or  approved  oy  the  Government.    The 
undersigned  are  not  disposed  to  considet  as  the 


act  of  the  British  Government  the  prodanaticn 
of  Admiral  Cochrane,  herewith  enclosed,  exciting 
a  portion  of  Ihe  population  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  promise  of  military  employment,  or  of 
free  settlement  in  the  West  Indies,  to  treacheryr 
and  rebellion.  The  undersigned  very  sineerel^ 
regret  to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  an  irresistible 
mass  of  evidence,  consisting  principally  of  the 
correspondence  of  British  officers  and  agenta,  part 
only  of  which  has  already  been  published  ia 
America,  establishes  beyond  all  rational  doubt 
the  fact  that  a  constant  system  of  excitement  to 
those  hostilities  was  pursued  by  the  British  tra- 
ders and  ajgents,  who  had  access  to  the  Indiana, 
not  only  without  being  discountenanced,  bat  wiib 
frequent  encouragement  by  the  British  aalhori- 
ties ;  and  that,  if  they  ever  dissuaded  the  Indians 
from  commencing  hostilities,  it  was  only  by  urging 
them,  as  in  prudence,  to  suspend  their  attacks 
until  Great  Britain  could  recognise  them  as  her 
allies  in  the  war. 

When,  in  the  conference  of  the  9th  ultimo,  the 
undersigned  invited  discussion  upon  the  proposal 
of  Indian  pacification  and  boundary,  as  well  as 
upon  all  the  subjects  presented  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  for  discussion,  they  expressly 
stated  their  motives  to  be— 1st,  to  ascertain^  by  dis- 
cussion, whether  an  article  on  the  subject  could 
be  formed,  to  which  they  could  subscribe,  and 
which  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  BritiMh  PJeni* 
potentiaries ;  and,  ddly,  that,  if  no  such  aru'ele 
could  be  formed,  the  American  Government  might 
be  informed  of  the  views  of  Great  Britain  upon 
that  point,  and  the  British  Gk>vernment<of  ibe  ob- 
jections, on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  to  any 
such  arrangement.  The  undersigned  have,  ia 
fact,  already  proposed  no  less  thaa  three  articlei 
on  the  subject,  all  of  which  they  view  as  better 
calculated  to  secure  peace  and  ttanquiility  to  the 
Indians,  than  any  of  the  proposals  for  that  pur- 
pose made  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  undersigned  had  repeated  their  assurances 
to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  that  peace,  so  fiar 
as  it  depended  on  the  United  States,  wou\d  im- 
mediately follow  a  peace  with  Great  Britain; 
and  added,  that  the  Indians  would  thereby  be  re- 
instated in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  stood 
before  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  The 
British  Plenipotentiaries  insist,  in  their  last  note, 
that  the  Indian  nations  shall  oe  included  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  Gkeat  Britain  and  the 
United  Slates,  and  be  restored  to  all  the  righu^ 
privileges,  and  territories  which  they  enjoyed  in 
the  year  1811,  previous  to  their  commencement  of 
the  war,  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Greenville, 
and  the  treaties  subsequently  concluded  between 
them  and  the  United  States.  Setting  aside  the 
subject  of  boundary,  which  is  presented  as  for 
discussion  only,  there  is  no  apparent  difference 
with  respect  to  the  object  in  view,  the  pacifica- 
tion and  tranquillity  of  the  Indians,  and  placing 
them  in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  stood  b^ 
fore  the  war;  all  which  will  be  equally  obtained  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  undersigned.  And 
the  only  point  of  real  difference  is,  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  insist  Utat  it  should  be  done  by 
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including  the  Indians,  as  allies  of  Qreat  Britain, 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  her  and  the  Uni* 
ted  Sates. 

The  United  States  cannot  consent  that  Indians 
residing  within  their  boundaries,  as  aoknowi* 
edged  by  Great  Britain,  shall  be  ineioded  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  in  any  manner  which  will  recog* 
nise  them  as  independent  nations,  whom  Qreat 
Britain,  having  obtained  this  recognition,  would 
hereafter  have  the  right  to  consider  in  every  re- 
spect as  such.  Thus,  to  recognise  those  Indians 
as  independent  and  sovereign  nations  would  take 
from  the  United  States,  and  transfer  to  those  In« 
dians,  all  the  rights  of  soil  and  sovereignty  otet 
the  territory  which  they  inhabit;  and  tnis  being 
accomplished,  through  the  agency  of  Great  Brit* 
ain,  would  place  them  eflfeetmUly  and  exclusively 
under  her  protection,  instead  of  being,  as  here* 
tofore,  under  that  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
perceived  in  what  respect  such  a  provision  would 
differ  from  an  absolute  cession  by  the  United 
States  of  the  extensive  territory  in  question. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  repeated  the 
assertion  that  the  treaty  by  which  the  Indians 
placed  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States  was  abrogated  by  the  war;  and 
thence  infer,  that  they  are  no  longer  to  be  con- 
sidered as  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  whatever  may  be  the  import  of  the  term, 
and  that  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  interfere 
in  their  behalf  in  the  negotiation  for  peace  can 
only  be  denied  on  the  ground  that  they  are  re- 
garbled  as  subjects.    In  point  of  fact,  several  of 
the  tribes,  parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Greenville, 
have  constantly  been,  and  still  are,  at  peace  with 
the  United  States.    Whether  that  treaty  be  or  be 
not  abrogated,  is  a  question  aot  necessary  now 
to  be  discussed.    The  right  of  the  United  States 
to  the  protection  of  th^  Indians  within  their 
boundaries  was  not  acquired  hj  that  treaty ;  it 
was  a  necessary  consequence  oi  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  United  States.    Previ- 
ous to  that  time,  the  Indians  living  within  the 
same  territoqr  were  under  the  protection  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  as  its  Sovereigii.    The  under- 
signed may  refer  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  to 
all  the  acts  of  their  own  Government  relative  to 
the  subject,  for  proof  that  it  has  always  consid- 
ered this  right  of  protection  as  one  of  the  rights 
of  sovereignty  which  it  needed  no  Indian  treaty 
to  confer,  and  which  the  abrogation  of  no  Indian 
treaty  could  divest.    They  will  particularly  bring 
to  their  recollection,  that  when  a  similar  propo- 
sition was  made  of  considering  Indian  tribes,  as 
independent  nations,  to  serve  as  a  barrier  between 
the  French  and  English  territories,  was  made  by 
France  to  England,  it  was  immediately  rejected 
by  a  Minister  to  whom  the  British  nation  is  ac- 
customed to  look  back  with  veneration,  and  re- 
jected on  the  express  ground  that  the  King  would 
not  renounce  his  right  of  protection  over  the  In- 
dians within  his  dominions.    But  whatever  the 
relation  of  the  Indians  to  the  United  States  may 
be,  and  whether  under  their  protection  or  not, 
Great  Britain  having,  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  re- 
cognised the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States, 


and  agreed  to  certain  limits  as  their  boundaries, 
has  no  right  to  consider  anv  persons  or  comma* 
nities,  wl^ther  Indians  or  others,  residing  within 
those  boundaries,  as  nations  independent  of  the 
United  States. 

The  United  States  claim,  of  right,  with  respeot 
to  all  European  nations,  and  particularly  with 
respect  to  Great  Britain,  the  entire  sovereignty 
over  the  whole  territory,  and  all  the  persons  em- 
braced within  the  boundaries  of  their  dominions ; 
Great  Britain  has  no  right  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  relations  subsisting  between  the  several  com- 
mooities  or  persons  living  therein ;  thev  form,  as 
to  her,  only  parts  of  the  dominions  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  altogether  immaterial  whether,  or 
how  far,  under  their  political  institutions  and 
policy,  these  communities  or  persons  are  indepen* 
dent  States,  allies,  or  snbjects.  With  respect  to 
her,  and  all  other  foreign  nations,  they  are  parts 
of  a  whole,  of  which  the  United  States  are  the 
sole  and  absolute  sovereigns. 

The  allegation  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  practice  or  princi* 
pies  of  Great  Britain  to  abandon,  in  her  negotia- 
tions for  peace,  those  who  have  co-operated  with 
her  in  war,  is  not  applicable  to  the  Indians,  but  on 
the  erroneous  assumption  of  their  independence, 
which,  so  far  as  she  is  concerned,  has  been  fullf 
disproved.  And  although  no  power  from  these 
tribes  to  the  British  Government,  to  treat  in  their 
behalf,  would,  for  the  same  reason,  be  admitted 
by  the  undersigned,  they  may  nevertheless  observe 
that  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  having  produced 
no  such  powers,  having  no  authority  to  bind  the 
Indians,  to  engage  for  their  assent  to  the  pacifien* 
tlon,  or  to  secure  the  continuance  of  peace  on 
their  part,  whilst  speaking  of  them  as  allies,  do 
really  propose  to  trekt  for  thern^  not  as  if  thef 
were  independent  nations,  bat  as  if  they  were  the 
sabjects  of  Great  Britain.  The  undersigned,  so 
far  from  asking  that,  in  relation  to  the  Indianit 
Great  Britain  should  pursue  a  course  inconsistent 
with  her  former  practice  and  principles,  only  do^ 
sire  that  she  would  follow  her  own  example  re- 
spe^^ting  them,  in  her  former  treaties  with  other 
Kuropean  nations,  and  with  the  United  States. 
No  provision  for  the  Indians  is  found  in  the  treatf 
of  1763,  by  which  France  ceded  Canada  to  Great 
Britain,  although  almost  all  the  Indians  living 
within  the  territory  ceded,  or  acknowledged  to 
belong  to  Great  Britain,  had  taken  pact  with 
France  in  the  war.  No  such  provision  was  in- 
serted in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  although 
almost  all  the  Indians  tribes  living  within  the 
territory  recognised  by  the  treaty  to  odong  to  the 
United  States,  had,  during  the  war,  co-operated 
with  Great  Britain,  and  might  have  been  consid- 
ered as  her  allies  more  justly  than  on  the  present 
occasion.  So  far  as  concerns  the  relations  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  these 
Indians  can  be  treated  for  only  on  the  principles 
b^  which  amnesties  are  stipulated  in  favor  of 
disaffected  persons,  who.  in  times  of  war  and  in- 
vasion, co-operate  with'the  enemy  of  the  nation 
to  which  they  belong.    To  go  as  far  as  possible 
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IB  teeoriDg  the  benefit  of  the  peace  to  the  lodiaoe, 
sow  theoDly  object  profened  by  the  British  Gov- 
erament  in  their  present  #»te  ^tca  non,  the  ooder- 
•igned  offer  a  stipulation  in  general  terms :  that 
no  person  or  persons^  whether  subjects,  citizens, 
at  Indians,  residing  within  the  dominions  of  either 
party,  shall  be  molesled  or  annoyed,  either  in  their 
neraons  or  their  property,  for  anr  part  they  may 
DMwe  taken  in  the  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain ;  but  shall  reuin  all  the  rights, 

Civikges,  and  possessions  which  they  respectiTcly 
id  at  the  commencement  of  the  war;  they,  on 
their  part,  demeaaio|^  themselves  peaceably  and 
conformably  to  their  duties  to  tne  respective 
Governments.  This,  the  undersigned  have  no 
doabt  will  effectually  secure  to  the  Indians  peace, 
if  they  themselves  will  observe  it,  and  they  will 
net  suppose  that  Great  Briuin  would  wish  them 
included  in  the  peace,  but  upon  that  condition. 

The  undersigned  have  never  intimated  that 
their  Government  had  not  furnished  them  with 
any  instructions  since  January  last.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  distinctly  told  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiarics  in  conference,  though  it  appears  to  have 
CMaped  their  recollection,  that  instructions  had 
been  received  by  the  undersigned,  dated  at  the 
dose  of  the  month  of  June.  The  undersigned 
will  now  add,  that  those  instructions  were  drawn 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  general  pacification 
in  Europe,  and  with  so  liberal  a  coasideratioo  of 
its  necessary  bearing  upon  all  the  differences  that 
had  been  until  then  subsisting  between  Gkeat 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  that  the  under- 
signed oannot  doubt  that  peace  would  long  since 
have  been  concluded,  had  not  an  insuperable  bar 
against  it  been  raised  by  the  new  and  unpre- 
eedented  demands  of  the  British  Government. 

With  respect  to  the  proposition  which  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  inform  them  they  will 
be  prepared  to  make,  in  relation  to  the  Canadian 
boundaries,  which  appears  to  them  so  entirely 
(bunded  on  principles  of  moderation  and  justice, 
bat  the  nature  of  which  they  think  proper,  at 
present,  to  withhold,  the  undersigned  can  only 
pledge  themselves  to  meet  any  proposition  from 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  characterised  by 
moderation  and  justice,  not  only  with  a  perfect 
veeiprocity  of  those  sentiments,  but  with  a  sincere 
and  earnest  desire  to  contribute  to  the  restoration 
•f  peace,  by  every  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
Great  Britain  compatible  with  their  duty  to  their 
country. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  of  tendering 
to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  the  renewed  as- 
iuraaoe  of  their  high  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
JONA.  RUSSELL, 
A.  GALLATIN. 

Pram  the  British  to  the  American  Ministers. 
Gbent,  October  8, 1814. 
The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge  the  xeeeipt  of  the  note  of  the  Plenipoten- 


tiaries  of  the  United  Butes  dated  on  the  Sath 
ultimo. 

As  the  continuance  of  the  negotiation  ezelo- 
siveljr  depends  upon  the  question  relating  to  the 
paciacatioa  and  rights  of  the  Indiaa  nations,  th« 
undersigned  are  unwilling  to  extend  their  ohscr- 
vatioas  to  the  other  subjects  brought  forward  in 
the  note  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  for* 
ther  than  may  be  required  for  the  aeeessarj  ex* 
pisnation. 

In  adverting  for  this  purpose  to  the  acqm'stCfon 
of  Louisiana,  the  undersigned  must  observe  that 
the  Instrument  by  which  the  consent  of  Hia 
Catholic  Majesty  is  alleged  to  have  been  given 
to  the  cession  or  it  has  never  been  made  public. 
His  Catholic  Majesty  was  no  party  to  the  treaty 
by  which  the  cession  was  made,  and  if  any  sanc« 
tion  has  been  subsequently  obtained  from  him,  it 
must  have  been,  like  other  contemporaneous  acu 
of  that  monarcn,  involuntary,  and,  as  sach,  can- 
not alter  the  character  of  the  traaaactioa.  The 
Marquis  of  Yrujo,  the  Minister  of  His  Catholic 
Msjesiy  at  Washington^  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  formallr  pro* 
tested  against  the  cession,  and  the  ri^t  of  France 
to  make  it;  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  pioteslatioo, 
so  strongly  evincing  the  decided  opinion  ofSpmin 
as  to  the  illegalitv  of  the  proceeding,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  ratified  the  treaty.  Can 
it  be  contended  that  the  annexation  cfLmiisiana, 
under  such  circumstances,  did  not  mark  a  spirit 
of  territorial  aggrandizement? 

His  Britannic  Majesty  did  certainly  expreas 
satisfaction  when  the  American  Govcrameut 
communicated  the  event  that  Louisiana,  a  valu- 
able colony  in  the  possession  of  Fraaee,  with 
whom  the  war  had  just  been  renewed,  instead  of 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  his  enemy,  had  beea 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  at  that  ttoM  profess- 
ing the  most  friendly  disposition  towards  Great 
Britain,  and  an  intention  of  providing  for  her  j»> 
terest  in  the  acquisition.  But  the  coaditions  uo- 
der  which  France  had  acquired  Louiaaaa  from 
Spain  were  not  communicated;  the  reCosal  of 
Spain  to  consent  to  its  alienation  waa  not  known ; 
the  protest  of  her  Ambassador  had  not  beenaude; 
and  many  other  circumstances  attending  the  tiana- 
action,  on  which  it  is  now  unneceasary  to  dilate, 
were,  as  there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  industii- 
ottsiy  concealed. 

The  proof  of  a  spirit  of  aggrandizemcBr  which 
the  undersigned  had  deduced  from  the  hostile 
seizure  of  a  great  part  of  the  Floridas.  under  the 
most  frivolous  pretences,  remains  unrerated ;  and 
the  undersigned  are  convinced  that  the  oeeanoa 
and  circumsunces  under  which  that  aawarraat- 
able  act  of  aggression  took  place  have  given  rise 
throughout  Europe  to  but  one  sentiment  as  to  the 
character  of  the  transaction. 

After  the  previous  communication  which  the 
undersigned  have  had  the  honor  of  receiriag 
from  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  they  could 
not  but  feel  much  surprise  at  the  information  con- 
tained in  their  last  note,  of  their  having  received 
insuuctions  dated  subsequently  to  Jannarv,  1814. 
The  undersigned  have  no  recollection  whatever 
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of  the  AmerioM  Pknipotoatwriet  baTiog  eom- 
muoiMled  to  ihem,  either  ooUeetiTely  or  indi- 
vidttallyi  at  a  eonfereBoe  or  otherwise,  the  receijit 
of  inatructioDs  from  the  QoTerDmeat  of  tlie  Uoi« 
led  States  dated  at  the  close  of  the  moDth  of  Jane ; 
and  thev  must  remind  the  American  PlenipoteQ- 
ciariea  that  their  note  of  the  9lh  ultimo  distinctly 
stated  that  the  instructions  of  January,  1814,  were 
those  under  which  thef  were  acting.  If^  there- 
fore, the  American  PlMiipotentiaries  received  in* 
Btraciions  drawn  up  at  the  close  of  the  month  of 
June,  with  a  liberal  consideration  of  the  late 
events  in  Europe,  the  undersigned  hare  a  right 
to  complain  that^  while  the  American  Gtovern- 
meat  justly  considered  those  events  as  having  a 
necessary  bearing  on  the  existing  differences  be* 
4wf  en  the  two  countriefl^  the  American  Plenipo* 
teotiaries  should  nevertheless  have  preferred  act- 
lag  under  iastructions  which,  from  their  dale, 
mtist  have  been  framed  without  the  conleni|ik* 
lion  of  sQch  events. 

The  British  Government  never  required  that 
all  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Massachusetls  in- 
Cerveniog  between  the  province  of  New  Bruna- 
wick  and  ttuebec  should  be  ceded  to  Great  Britain, 
but  oaly  that  small  portion  of  unsettled  cooniry 
which  iatereepts  the  communication  betweea 
Hali&x  and  ftuebee;  thcfe  being  much  doubt 
whether  it  does  not  already  belong  to  Great 
Britain* 

The  undersigned  are  at  a  loss  lo  understand 
Jiow  Vice  Admiral  Cochrane's  proclamation  iliu»- 
Crates  any  topic  connected  with  the  present  nego- 
tiation, or  bears  upon  the  aenelttsion  which  t&y 
4M>ntettdad  was  to  oe  drawn  from  the  two  procla- 
ttiatioHs  of  the  American  Generals.  These  proe^ 
lamaticns,  distinctly  avowing  the  intention  of  the 
American  Government  permanently  to  annex  the 
Canadas  to  the  United  Sutes,  were  adduced  not 
as  matter  of  complaint,  but  simply  for  the  pur- 
l>08e  of  proving  what  had  been  denied  as  a  fact, 
Ttc :  that  such  had  been  the  declared  intention  of 
Che  American  Government. 

The  undersigned  observe  that,  nlthougii  the 
Americaa  PleoipotentiarieB  have  taken  upon 
ihemselves  generally  to  deny  that  .the  nroclama- 
lions  were  authorized  or  approved  by  their  Gh>v- 
«rament,  without  stating  in  what  mode  that  dis- 
approbation was  expressed,  yet  theymvoid  stating 
that  the  part  of  these  proclamatioas  containing 
the  declmtion  in  question  had  not  been  so  au- 
thorised or  approved.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible 
10  imagine  that,  if  the  American  Government  had 
intimated  any  disapprobation  of  that  part  of  Gen- 
eral HulFs  proclamation,  the  same  declaration 
would  have  been  as  coafidently  rapeated  four 
months  after  by  General  Smyth. 

His  l&^esty's  Government  have  other  and 
ample  means  of  kaowiog  that  the  conquest  of  the 
Canadas,  and  their  annexation  to  the  United 
Sut^  was  the  object  and  policy  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government.  For  the  present,  the  under- 
aigned  wUl  content  themselves  with  referring  to 
the  remonstrance  of  the  Legidatore  of  Mfl«sa- 
chusetts  in  June,  1813,  in  which  this  intention  is 
announeed  as  matter  of  notoriety. 


The  undersigned  deny  that  the  American  Gov- 
ernment has  proved,  or  can  prove,  that,  previous 
to  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  Stales^ 
persons  authorized  by  the  British  Government 
endeavored  to  excite  the  Indian  nations  against 
the  United  States ;  or  that  endeavors  of  that  kind, 
if  made  by  private  persons,  (which  the  under- 
signed have  no  reason  to  believe,)  ever  received 
the  countenance  or  encouragement  of  His  Majea- 
ty's  Government. 

The  American  PlenifMtentiaries  have  not  de- 
nied that  the  Indian  nations  had  been  engaged  in 
war  against  the  United  States  before  the  war 
with  Great  Briuin  had  commenced ;  and  they 
have  reluctantly  confessed  -that,  so  far  from  His 
Majesty's  having  induced  the  Indian  nations  to 
begin  the  war,  as  charged  against  Great  Britain 
in  the  notes  of  the  24th  of  August  and  9ch  ultl- 
mo,  the  British  Government  actually  exerted 
their  endeavors  to  dissuade  the  ladians  from 
commencing  it. 

As  to  the  unworthjr  motive  assigned  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  to  this  interferance 
so  amicably  made  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
its  utter  improbability  is  sufficiently  apparent 
from  considering  by  which  party  the  war  was 
declared.  The  undersigned,  therefore,  can  only 
consider  it  as  an  additional  indication  of  that 
hostile  disposition  which  has  led  to  the  present 
unhappy  war  between  the  two  countries.  So 
long  as  that  disposition  continues,  it  cannot  bm 
render  any  efibrt  on  the  part  of  Gkeat  Britain  tp 
terminate  this  contest  utterly  unavailing. 

The  American  Plenipoteatiaries  appear  nnprci- 
pared  to  sute  the  precise  sround  upon  which 
thev  resist  the  right  of  His  Majesty  to  negotiate 
with  the  United  States  on  behalf  of  the  Indian 
nations,  whose  co-operation  in  the  war  His  Ma- 
jesty has  found  it  expedient  to  accept. 

The  Treaty  of  Greenville,  to  the  words,  stlpm- 
lations,  and  spirit  of  which  the  undenigned  have 
so  frequently  appealed,  and  all  the  treaties  jpre- 
riously  and  subsequently  made  between  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  and  the  Indian  nations,  show  beyond 
the  possibility  of  doubt  that  the  United  States 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  treating  with  these 
tribes  as  independent  nations,  capable  of  main- 
taining the  relations  of  peace  and  wart  *&^  «xev> 
eising  territorial  rights. 

If  this  be  so,  it  will  be  difficult  to  (loiat  out  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  the  condition  of  theae 
nations  which  should  either  exclude  them  from 
a  traaty  of  general  pacification,  or  prevent  Great 
Britain,  with  whom  they  have  co-operated  as 
allies  in  the  war,  from  proposing  stipulations  in 
their  behalf  at  the  peace.  Unless  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  ara  prepared  to  maintain  what 
they  have  in  effect  advaaced,  that,  although  the 
Indian  nations  nsay  be  independent  in  their  fehi- 
tions  with  the  United  States,  yet  the  circam- 
stance  of  living  within  the  boundary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  disables  them  from  forming  such  con- 
ditions of  alliance  with  a  foreign  Power,  as  sliaU 
entitle  that  Power  to  negotiate  for  them  in  n 
Treaty  of  Peace. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  proposition  is 
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founded  was  advanced,  but  snceessfnlly  resisted, 
to  far  back  as  the  Treaty  of  Manster.  An  attempt 
was  then  made  to  nreclnde  France  from  nego- 
tiating in  behalf  or  certain  Sutes  and  cities  in 
Germany  which  had  co-operated  with  her  in  the 
war.  because,  althongh  those  States  and  cities 
mignt  be  considered  as  independent  for  certain 
purposes,  yet,  beinff  within  the  boundary  of  the 
Cmnan  Empire,  they  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  become  parties  in  the  general  pacification  with 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  nor  ought  France  to 
be  permitted  in  that  negotiation  to  mix  their 
rights  and  interests  with  her  own. 

The  American  Plenipotentiarte8,probably  aware 
that  the  notion  of  such  a  qualified  independence, 
for  certain  purposes  and  not  for  others,  could  not 
be  maintained  either  by  argument  or  precedent, 
have  been  compelled  to  advance  the  novel  ana 
alarming  pretension  that  all  the  Indian  nations 
living  within  the  boundary  of  the  United  States 
must  in  effect  be  considered  as  their  subjects,  and 
consequently,  if  engaged  in  war  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,  become  liable  to  be  treated  as  rebels 
or  disaffected  persons.  They  have  further  stated, 
that  all  the  territory  which  these  Indian  nations 
Occupy  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  United  States ; 
that  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  dispossess 
them  of  it ;  to  exercise  that  right  whenever  their 
policy  or  interests  may  seem  to  them  to  require 
It:  and  to  confine  them  to  such  spots  as  may  be 
aeieeted,  not  by  the  Indian  nations,  but  by  the 
American  Gh>vernment.  Pretensions  sach  as  these 
Great  Britain  can  never  recognise.  However  re- 
luctant His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent 
may  be  to  continue  the  war.  that  evil  must  be 
preferred  if  peace  can  only  6e  obtained  on  such 
conditions. 

To  support  those  pretensions,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  show  that  the  present  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  is  inconsistent  with  the  former  practice 
and  principles,  the  American  Plenipotentiaries 
have  referred  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  to 
that  of  1763,  and  to  the  negotiations  of  1761, 
during  the  administration  of  a  Minister  whom  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  have  stated,  and  truly 
stated,  to  be  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  country. 

The  omission  to  provide,  in  the  treaty  of  1783, 
for  the  pacification  of  the  Indian  nations  which 
were  to  be  included  within  the  proposed  boundary 
of  the  United  States,  cannot  preclude  Great  Brit- 
ain from  now  negotiating  in  behalf  of  such  tribes 
or  nations,  unless  it  be  assumed  that  the  occa- 
sional non-exercise  of  a  right  is  an  abandonment 
of  it.  Nor  can  the  right  of  protection,  which  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  have  ikiled  in  show- 
ing to  have  been  unclaimed  by  Great  Britain,  as 
incident  to  sovereignty,  have  been  transferred  by 
Great  Britain  to  the  United  States,  by  a  treaty 
to  which  the  Indian  nations  were  not  parties. 

In  the  peace  of  1763.  it  was  not  necessary  for 
Great  Britain  to  treat  tor  the  pacification  or  the 
Indian  nation^  and  the  maintenance  of  their 
rights  and  privile^^es,  because  there  had  been  no 
Indian  nations  living  without  the  British  bound- 
aries who  had  co-operated  with  Great  Britain  in 
he  war  against  France. 


With  respect  to  the  necotiatioBs  of  1761,  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  on  which  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  more  parcicalarly 
rely,  they  appear,  in  the  judgment  or  the  under- 
signed, to  have  much  misunderstood  the  whole 
course  of  that  negotiation. 

It  is  very  true  that  the  French  Government 
brought  forward,  at  one  period  of  the  negotiation, 
a  proposition  by  which  a  certain  territory  lying 
between  the  dominions  of  the  two  contracting 
parties  was  to  have  been  allotted  to  the  Indian 
nations.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  this  formed 
a  part  of  their  ultimatums,  and  it  is  clear  that 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  answer,  did  not  object  to  the  prop- 
osition. He  objected,  indeed,  to  the  proposed 
line  of  demarcation  between  the  countries  belongs 
ing  to  the  two  contracting  parties,  upon  two 
grounds:  first,  that  the  proposed  Northern  line 
would  have  given  to  France  what  the  French 
themselves  had  acknowledged  to  be  part  of  Can- 
ada, the  whole  of  which,  as  enjoyed  by  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  it  had  been  stipulated  was  to 
be  ceded  entirely  to  Great  Britain.  Secondly, 
that  the  Soathern  part  of  the  proposed  line  of 
demarcation  would  have  included  within  the 
boundary  of  Louisiana  the  Cberokees,  the  Creeki, 
the  Chickasaws,  the  Chocta ws,  and  another  na* 
tion  who  occupied  territories  which  had  never 
been  included  within  the  boundary  of  that  settle- 
ment. So  far  was  Mr.  Pitt  from  rejecting,  as  al- 
le|^  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  the  prop- 
osition of  considering  Indian  nations  as  a  barrier, 
that,  at  one  period  of  the  negotiatioiL  he  com- 
plained that  there  was  no  provision  for  such  & 
barrier ;  and  he  thus  energetically  urges  his  ob- 
jection in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Stanley,  the  British 
Plenipotentiary  at  Paris,  dated  on  'the  a6th  of 
June,  1761.  "  As  to  the  fixation  of  new  limits  to 
Canada  towards  the  Ohio,  it  is  captions  and  in- 
sidious, thrown  out  in  hope,  if  agreeo  to,  to  shorten 
thereby  the  extent  of  Canada,  and  to  lengthen  the 
boundaries  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  view  to  estab- 
lish, what  most  be  not  admitted,  namely,  that  all 
which  is  not  Canada  is  Louisiana,  whereby  all 
the  intermediate  nations  and  countries,  the  true 
barrier  to  each  province,  would  be  given  up  to 
France." 

The  undersigned  confidently  expect  that  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  will  not  again  re- 
proach the  British  Grovernment  with  acting  in- 
consistently with  its  former  practice  and  princi- 
ples, or  repeat  the  assertion  made  in  a  foraier 
note,  that  a  definition  of  Indian  boundary,  with 
a  view  to  a  neutral  barrier,  was  a  new  and  un» 
precedented  demand  by  any  Enropeas  Power, 
and,  most  of  all,  by  Great  Britain.  The  very 
instance  selected  by  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries undeniabljr  proves,  that  such  a  propositioa 
had  been  entertained  both  by  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  part  of  Greet 
Britain,  had  more  particularly  enforced  ic. 

It  remains  only  to  notice  two  objections^  which 
the  American  P  lenipotentiaries  have  urged  sgainst 
the  proposal  of  Indian  pacification,  advanced  by 
the  undersigned;  first,  that  it  is  not  reciprocal ; 
secondly,  that,  as  the  United  States  coold  haTe 
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]M»  seeorilf  that  the  Induni  nttiont  wooLd  een- 
eliide  t  peace  on  the  terms  proposed,  the  objection 
woold  be,  in  effect,  anilater«L 

The  article  now  proposed  by  the  undersigned, 
and  herewith  enclosed,  is  free  from  both  objec- 
tions, and  appears  to  them  so  characterized  by  a 
spirit  of  moderation  and  peace,  that  the)[  earnestly 
antieipate  the  concurrence  of  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries* 

In  making  a  last  effort  in  this  stage  of  the  war, 
the  undersigned  are  not  apprehensiTe  that  the 
motives  which  have  influenced  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  to  direct  a  renewal  of  the 
nroposition,  with  its  present  modifications,  can 
Iw  misunderstood  or  misrepresented. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  proposition 
thus  offered,  the  undersigned  deliver  it  as  their 
ultimatum,  and  now  await  with  anxiety  the  an- 
swer of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  on  which 
their  continuance  in  this  place  will  depend. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  op- 
portunity of  renewing  to  the  American  Plenipo* 
taatiaries  the  assurance  of  their  high  considera- 
tion, 

GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

The  United  States  of  America  engage  to  put 
an  end,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the 
present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or 
nations  of  Indians  with  whom  they  may  be  at 
war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification,  and  forthwith 
to  restore  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  respectively, 
all  the  possessions,  rights,  and  privileges,  which 
they  may  have  enjoyed,  or  been  entitled  to,  in 
1811,  previous  to  such  hostilities. 

Frovidedy  aitDays^  That  such  tribes  or  nations 
shall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against 
the  United  States  of  America,  their  citizens  and 
subjects,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  present  treatv 
being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall 
so  desist  accordingly. 

And  His  Britannic  Majesty  engages,  on  his 
part,  to  put  an  end,  immediately  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all 
the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  he 
may  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification, 
and  forthwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes  or  nations 


Provided^  alwayB^  That  such  tribes  or  nations 
shall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  subjects,  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  present  treaty  being  notified  to 
such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  desist  accord- 
ingly-  

From  the  American  io  the  British  Ministers. 
Ghent,  October  13, 1814. 
The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  Plenipotentia- 
ries of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  dated  on  the  8th 
instant. 
Satisfied  of  the  impossibility  of  persuading  the 


world  that  the  Goverameat  of  the  United  States 
was  liable  to  any  well  ffrounded  imputation  of  a 
spirit  of  conquest,  or  of  injustice  towards  other 
nations,  the  undersigned,  in  affording  explanations 
on  several  of  the  topii^s  adverted  to  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  during  this  negotiation,  were 
actuated  by  the  sole  motive  of  removing  errone* 
ous  impressions. 

Still  influenced  by  the  same  motive,  they  will 
now  add,  that  at  the  time  when  the  Spanish  Min» 
ister  was  remonstrating  at  Washington  against 
the  transfer  of  Louisiana,  orders  were  given  by 
his  Government  for  its  delivery  to  France;  that 
it  was,  in  fact,  delivered  a  short  time  after  that 
remonstrance;'  and  that,  if  the  treaty  by  which 
the  United  States  acquired  it  had  not  been  rati* 
fied,  it  would  have  become  of  course  a  French 
colony.  The  undersigned  believe  that  the  evi* 
deuce  of  the  assent  of  Spain  to  that  transfer  has 
been  promulgated.  They  neither  admit  the  al- 
leged disability  of  the  Spanish  monarch,  nor  the 
inference  which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
would  seem  to  deduce  from  it ;  on  the  eontraryf 
the  assent  was  voluntarily  given  in  the  year  18Gi4, 
by  the  same  King,  who,  about  the  same  time, 
ceded  Trinidad  to  Great  Britain,  and  prior  to  the 
time  when  he  was  again  engaged  in  a  war  with 
her.  The  cession  by  France  was  immediately 
communicated  to  Great  Britain,  no  circumstance 
affecting  it,  and  then  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
United  States,  being  rntentionally  concealed  from 
her.  She  expressed  her  satisfaction  with  it,  and 
if  in  any  possible  state  of  the  case,  she  would  hare 
had  a  right  to  question  the  transaction,  it  does  not 
appear  to  the  undersigned  that  she  is  now  authoi^ 
ized  to  do  so. 

After  stating,  generally,  that  the  proclamations 
of  Generals  Hull  and  Smjrth  were  neither  author- 
ized nor  approved  by  their  €k>vernment,  the  un- 
dersi|^ned  could  not-have  expected  that  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  would  suppose  that  their  state- 
ment  did  not  embrace  the  only  part  of  the  proe- 
lamations  which  was  a  subject  of  consideration. 

The  undersigned  had.  indeed,  hoped  that,  by 
stating  in  their  note  of'  the  9th  ultimo  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  from  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  war,  had  been  disposed  to  make 
peace  without  obtaining  any  cession  of  territory, 
and  by  referring  to  their  knowledge  of  that  dis- 
position, and  to  instructions  accordingly  ffiven 
from  July,  1812,  to  January,  1814^  they  would  ef- 
fectuallv  remove  the  impression  that  the  annex- 
ation or  Canada  to  the  United  States  was  the 
declared  object  of  their  Government.  Not  onlj 
have  the  undersigned  been  disappointed  in  this 
expectation,  but  the  only  inference  which  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  nave  thought  proper  to 
draw  from  this  explicit  statement  has  been  that, 
either  the  American  Government,  by  not  giving 
instructions  subsequent  to  the  pacification  of  En- 
rope,  or  the  undersigned,  by  not  acting  under  such 
instructions,  gave  no  proof  of  a  sincere  desire  to 
bring  the  present  negotiations  to  a  favorable  con- 
clusion. The  undersigned  did  not  allude,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  alleged  intention  to  annex  Canada 
to  the  United  States,  to  any  instructiotts  given  by 
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tbeir  Goreinroent  sobaeqaeiit  to  January  last, 
keoause  askriog  at  this  time  for  ao  accession  of 
territory,  it  was  only  of  its  prerious  disposition 
that  it  ai^peared  necessary  to  adduce  any  proof. 
So  erroneous  was  the  inference  drawn  by  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  in  both  respects,  that  it 
was  in  yirtoe  of  the  instructions  of  June  last,  that 
the  undersigned  were  enabled,  in  their  note  of  the 
S4th  of  August,  to  state  that  the  causes  of  the  war 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  bav* 
inf  disappeared  by  the  maritime  pacification  of 
Europe,  they  had  been  authorized  to  agree  to  iu 
termination  upon  a  mutual  restoration  of  territo* 
ry,  and  without  making  the  conclusion  of  peace 
to  depend  on  a  successful  arrangement  of  those 
poinu  on  which  difiereoces  had  existed. 

Considering  the  present  state  of  the  negotiation, 
the  undersigned  will  abstain,  at  this  time,  from 
adducing  any  evidence  or  remarks  upon  the  in* 
fluence  wiiieh  has  been  exerted  over  the  Indian 
tribes  inhabiting  the  territories  of  the  United 
Btates,and  the  nature  of  those  excitements  which 
hmwe  lieen  employed  by  British  traders  and  agents. 

The  argnmeats  and  facts  already  brought  for- 
vuxd  by  the  undersigned  respecting  the  political 
condition  of  those  tribes  render  it  unnecessary  for 
diem  to  make  many  obserrations  on  those  or  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  on  that  subject.  The 
treaties  of  1763,  and  of  1783,  were  thoee  princi* 
^Uy  alioded  to  by  the  undersigned  to  illustrate 
tiM  practice  of  Great  Britain.  She  did  notad- 
Biit  in  the  first,  nor  require  in  the  last,  any  stipu* 
lations  respecting  the  Indians  who,  in  one  case, 
kad  been  her  enamies,  and  in  the  other  her  allies, 
and  who,  ia  both  instances,  fell  by  the  peace  with- 
in the  dominions  of  that  Power  aninst  whom 
they  had  been  engaged  in  the  preceding  war. 

The  negotiation  of  1761,  was  quotM  for  the 
pnrpoae  of  proving  what  appears  to  be  fully  estab- 
lished by  the  answer  of  England  to  the  ultimatum 
of  France,  delivered  on  the  1st  of  September  of 
that  year,  that  His  Britannic  Majesty  would  not 
reaoonce  his  right  of  protection  over  the  Indian 
nations  reputed  to  bo  within  his  dominions,  that 
is  to  sav,  between  the  British  settlements  and  the 
Mississippi.  Mr.  Pitt's  letter,  cited  hyr  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  far  from  contradicting  that  po* 
sition,  goes  still  further.  It  states  that ''  the  fixa- 
tion of  the  new  limits  to  Canada,  as  proposed  by 
France,  is  intended  to  shorten  the  extent  of  Can- 
ada, which  was  to  be  ceded  to  En^and,  and  to 
lengthen  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  which 
France  was  to  keep,  and  in  the  view  to  establish 
what  must  be  not  admitted,  namely,  that  all  which 
is  not  Canada  is  Louisiana,  whereby  all  the  in- 
lormediate  nations  and  countries,  the  true  barrier 
to  each  province,  would  be  ftiven  up  to  France." 
This  is  precisely  the  nrinciple  uniformly  support- 
ad  by  the  undersigned,  to  wit,  that  the  recognition 
of  a  boundary  gives  up  to  the  nation  in  whose  be- 
iMlf  it  is  made,  all  the  Indian  tribes  and  countries 
within  that  boundary.  It  was  on  this  principle 
that  the  undersigned  have  confidently  relied  on 
die  treaty  of  1783,  which  fixes  and  recognises  the 
houndary  of  the  United  States  without  making 
fay  reservation  respecting  Indian  tribes. 


But  the  British  PleuHHrtentlaiies,  ooable  ro|iro> 
duce  a  solitary  precedent  of  one  Eoropeaa  Power 
treating  for  the  savaces  iuhahittag  within  the  do- 
minions of  another,  nave  been  oompelled,  in  sop- 
poTt  of  their  princi]>le,  to  ri^er  to  the  German 
Empire,  a  body  consistiag  of  sereral  independcut 
States,  recognised  as  such  by  the  whole  world, 
and  separately  maintaining,  with  foreij;n  Powers, 
the  relations  belonging  to  such  a  condition.  Can 
it  be  necessary  to  prove  that  there  is  no  sort  of 
analogy  between  the  political  situation  of  tbeae 
civilized  communities  and  that  of  the  wandering 
tribes  of  North  American  sava^s? 

In  referring  to  what  the  British  Piempoteutia- 
ries  represent  as  alarming  and  novel  preteaaiaiM, 
which  Great  Britain  can  never  authorize,  the  un- 
dersigned might  complain  that  these  alleged  pre- 
tensions have  not  been  stated,  either  ia  terms  or 
in  substance,  as  expressed  by  themselves.  This, 
however,  it  the  less  material  as  any  further  ree- 
ognition  of  them  by  Great  Britain  is  not  accessary 
nor  required.  On  the  other  hand,  they  ean  never 
admit  nor  recognise  the  prfnei^es  or  pretensioas 
asserted  in  the  course  of  this  correspondence  by 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  and  which  to  them 
a]»ear  novel  and  alarmiag. 

The  article  proposed  1^  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries in  their  last  note,  not  incloding  the  In- 
dian tribes  as  parties  in  the  peace,  and  leaving 
the  United  Sutes  free  to  effect  its  object  in  the 
mode  consonant  with  the  relations  wnich  they 
have  constantly  maiatained  with  those  ulba; 
partaking,  also,  of  the  nature  of  an  amnesty,  and 
being  at  tne  same  time  reciprocal,  is  not  liable  to 
that  objection,  and  accords  with  the  views  uni- 
formly professed  bv  the  undersigned  of  placing 
those  tnbes  precisely,  and  in  every  respect  in  the 
same  situation  as  that  in  which  toey  stood  before 
the  commencement  of  hostilities.  This  article, 
thus  proposing  only  what  the  undersigned  have 
so  often  assured  the  British  Plenipotentiaites 
would  necessarily  follow,  if^  indeed,  it  has  not  al- 
ready, as  is  highly  probable,  preceded,  a  peace  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  the 
undersigned  a^ree  to  admit  it  in  substance  as  a 
provisional  article,  subject^  iu  the  manner  origi- 
nally proposed  by  the  British  Government,  to  the 
approbation  or  rejection  of  the  Govenunent  of 
toe  United  States,  which,  having  given  no  in- 
structions to  the  undersigned  on  this  point,  can- 
not be  bound  by  any  article  they  may  admit  on 
the  subject. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  understood  that  if,  unhap- 
pily, peace  should  not  be  the  result  of  the  present 
negotiation,  the  article  thus  conditionaJJy  agreed 
to  shall  be  of  no  effect,  and  shall  not,  in  any  luiure 
negotiation,  be  brought  forward  by  either  party 
by  way  of  argument  or  precedent. 

This  article  having  been  presented  asam  indis- 
pensable preliminary,  and  being  now  accepted, 
the  undersigned  request  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries to  communicate  to  them  a  project  of  a 
treaty  embracing  all  the  points  deemed  matanl 
by  Great  Britain ;  the  undersigned  engaging  oa 
their  part,  to  deliver,  immediately  after,  a  counter 
project  with  Kspoct  to  all  the  articles  to  which 
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fh«y  iMiy  not  sffra^,  a»d  oo  tb«  tnbjeels  dtraiH 
SMierUl  bf  the  Uotted  •States,  aad  which  my  be 
■dmitied  in  the  British  project* 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HBNRY  CLAY, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Fiom  the  Briliih  to  the  Americen  Minieten 
Qhsnt,  October  21, 1814. 

The  mideni^ed  have  had  the  honor  of  reeelr* 
iog  the  note  of  the  Aaierican  Plenipotentiaries  of 
thilSih  innantfeomaiftanicaiiog  their  aecepcaaee 
of  ;the  article  which  the  undersigned  had  proposed 
on  the  sttb|eet  of  the  paciication  and  rights  of  the 
Indian  nations. 

The  undersigned  are  hapjopr  in  being  thus  re* 
liered  from  the  necessity  orrecurriog  to  several 
topics  wirich,  though  thev  arose  in  the  eowse  of 
tkeir  discussions,  Imveonly  an  incidental connex* 
•on  with  tlin  differences  remaining  to  be  adjusted 
between  the  two  countries. 

With  a  view  to  this  adjustment  theundersi|[»* 
ed,  preferring  in  tbe  present  state  of  the  nefoua* 
tion  a  general  stateoaent  to  the  formal  arcange- 
aaent  ot  articles,  are  wiUin|;  so  far  to  comply  with 
the  request  of  the  American  Plenipotentinries 
contained  in  their  last  note,  as  to  waive  the  ad- 
vantage to  which  they  think  Ihey  were  fairly  en- 
titled, of  requiring  from  them  the  first  profei  of « 
tveaty. 

The  undersigned  having  stated^  at  the  first  coa- 
isTCnce,  the  points  upon  which  His  Majesty^ 
Oovcmuitnt  considered  the  discnssions  between 
tibe  two  eottntries  as  likely  to  turn,  cannot  better 
satisfy  the  request  of  tbe  American  Plenipoten* 
liaries,  than  by  referring  them  to  that  conference 
for  a  statement  of  the  points  whleh,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  His  Majesty's  Government,  yet  remain  to 
be  adjusted. 

With  respect  to  the  forcible  seisure  of  mari* 
sees  from  on  board  merchant  vessels  on  the  high 
aeas.  and  the  rights  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
to  the  allegiance  of  all  his  native  subjects,  and 
with  respect  to  the  maritime  rights  of  the  British 
empire,  the  uaderaiffned  conceive  that,  after  the 
pretensions  nsseried  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  a  more  satisfactorv  proof  of  the 
coneiiiatory  spirit  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
cannot  be  given  thnn  by  not  requiring  any  stipu- 
lation on  those  subjects,  which,  though  most  im- 
portant in  themselves,  no  longer,  in  consequence 
of  the  maritime  pacification  of  Europe,  produce 
the  same  pnotical  results. 

On  the  subject  of  the  fisheries  the  undersigned 
expressed,  with  so  much  fraaknees»ac  the  confer- 
ence already  referred  M^  the  views  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, that  they  consider  any  further  observa- 
tiois  on  that  topic  as  uoneoessary  at  the  present 


On  the  question  of  the  boundary  between  the 
dominions  of  His  Mi^esty  and  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  undersigned  are  led  to  expect, 


from  the  discusaion  which  thisaaUcct  haaabeadly 
undergone,  that  the  Northwestern  boundary,  from 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  (the 
intended  arrangement  of  1803,)  wtU  be  admitted 
without  objection. 

In  regard  to  other  boundaries,  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries,  in  their  note  of  August  S4th, 
appeared  in  some  measure  to  object  to  the  propo- 
sitions then  made  by  the  nndersiy ned,  as  not  be* 
ing  on  the  basis  of  uti  po§9idetu.  The  under- 
signed are  willing  to  treat  on  that  basis,  subject 
to  such  modifications  as  mutual  convenience  may 
be  found  to  require;  and  they  trust  that  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  will  sImw,  by  their 
ready  acceptauce  of  this  basis,  that  thev  duly  ap- 
preciate the  moderation  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, in  so  far  consulting  the  honor  and  fiiir  pte- 
tensions  of  the  United  States  as,  in  the  relative 
sttnation  of  the  two  countries,  to  aothorixe  such 
a  proposition. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  op- 
poftunily  to  renew  to  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries the  assurance  of  their  high  consideration. 
GAMBIfiR, 

HENRT  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


From  the  Amsvicsn  to  die  Britadi  l^Hnistem. 
Ghent,  October  24, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries, of  the  21st  instant. 

Amongst  the  general  oheefvations  which  the 
undersigned,  in  their  Bote  of  the  24tk  August, 
made  on  the  propositions  then  brought  forward 
on  the  part  or  the  British  Government,  they  re- 
marked, that  those  propositions  were  founded 
neither  on  the  basis  of  uU  pomdeiis  nor  on  that 
of  sta/tfs  ante  beUimm.  But  so  far  were  they  from 
suggesting  the  uti  poetidetie  as  the  basis  on  which 
they  were  disposed  to  treat,  that,  in  the  same 
note,  they  expressly  stated  that  they  had  been  in- 
structed to  conclude  a  peace  on  the  principle  of 
both  parties  restoring  whatever  territorv  they 
might  have  taken.  The  undersigned  «fso  de- 
clared in  that  note,  that  they;  had  no  authority  to 
cede  any  part  of'  the  territory  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  no  stipulation  to  that  effect  would 
they  subscribe.  And  in  the  note  of  the  9th  Sep- 
tember, after  having  shown  that  the  basis  of  tUi 
potridetie^  such  ss  it  was  known  to  exist  at  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation,  gave  no  claim 
to  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  cessions  of  territory 
founded  a|ioa  the  right  of  conquest,  they  added 
that,  even  if  the  chances  of  war  should  give  to 
the  British  arms  a  momentary  possession  of  other 
parts  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  such 
events  would  not  alter  their  views  with  regard  to 
the  terms  of  peace,  to  which  they  woirid  give  their 
consent. 

The  undersigned  can  now  only  repeat  those 
declarations,  and  decline  treating  upon  the  basis 
of  tilt  poseidetie,  or  upon  any  other  principle  in« 
volving  a  cession  of  any  part  of  the  territory  of 


^_      ^^ 
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tlie  United  Sutet.  As  thty  have  uniformly 
stated,  thef  can  treat  on\y  npion  the  principle  of 
a  matoai  restoration  of  whatever  territory  maf 
have  been  taken  by  either  party.  From  this  prin- 
ciple they  cannot  recede ;  and  the  nndersiirned, 
alter  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  British  Plen- 
ipotentiaries, that  Gkeat  Britain  had  no  riew  to 
acquisition  of  territory  in  this  negotiation,  deem 
it  necessary  to  add,  that  the  utility  of  its  continu- 
ance depends  on  their  adherence  to  this  nrinciple. 

The  undersigned  having  declared  in  their  note 
of  the  24th  of  August,  that,  although  instructed 
and  prepared  to  enter  into  an  amicable  discussion 
of  all  the  points  on  which  differences  or  uncer- 
Uinty  had  existed,  and  which  might  hereafter 
tend  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  two  countries, 
they  would  not  make  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
at  all  depend  upon  a  successful  result  of  the  dis- 
cussion ;  and  having  since  agreed  to  the  prelim- 
inary article  proposed  by  the  British  (Government, 
had  believed  that  the  negotiations,  already  so 
long  protracted,  could  not  be  brought  to  an  early 
•conclusion,  otherwise  than  by  a  communication 
of  a  project,  embracing  all  the  other  specific  prop- 
ositions which  Gkeat  Britain  intended  to  offer. 
Thev  repeat  their  request  in  that  respect,  and 
will  nave  no  objection  to  a  simultaneous  exchange 
of  the  project  of  both  parties.  This  course  will 
bring  fairly  into  discussion  the  other  topics  ein- 
braced  in  the  last  note  of  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, to  which  the  undersigned  have  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  advert  at  the  present  time. 

The  undersigned  renew  to  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries the  assurance  of  their  high  consider- 
ation. JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
A.  GALLATIN. 

To  the  Plenipotentiaries 

of  His  Britannic  MajeHy,  ^. 

The  Aneriean  Plenipotentiaries  to  the  Secretary  of 
Bute. 

Ghent,  Octo6er  31, 1814. 
Sir  :  The  detention  of  the  Chauncey  at  Ostend 
enables  us  to  send  yon  the  enclosed  note  from  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  which  we  have  just 
received. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 
your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS, 
J.  A.  BAYARD, 
H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  J.  Monroe,  Sec^ry  tf  State. 

From  the  British  to  the  Americam  Ministen. 
Ghent,  October  31, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them 
by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  24th 
instant,  in  which  they  object  to  the  basis  of  ti^t 


poiiidMs,  propoead  by  the  vmAuaigned  as  that 
on  which  they  were  willing  to  tieat,  in  rcjfard  to 

ert  of  the  boundaries  between  the  dominiooe  of 
is  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United  States. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries,  in  their  note 
of  the  13tb  instant,  requested  the  undersigned  to 
communicate  to  them  the  prmet  of  a  ueaty  em- 
bracing all  the  points  insisted  on  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, engaging,  on  their  part,  to  deliver  immedi- 
ately after  a  contre'prof^  as  to  all  the  articles  to 
which  they  micht  not  agree,  and  as  to  all  the 
subjects  deemea  material  by  the  United  States, 
andf  omitted  in  the  profet  of  the  undersized. 

The  undersigned  were  accordingly  instructed 
to  waive  the  question  of  etiquette,  and  the  ad« 
vanUge  which  might  result  from  receiving  the 
first  communication,  and,  confiding  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  com- 
municated in  their  note  of  the  21st  instant,  all  the 
points  upon  which  they  vrere  instructed  io  insist 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  hare  objected 
to  one  essential  part  of  the  profet  thus  communi- 
cated ;  but  before  the  undersigned  can  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  this  objection,  they  must  require 
from  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  that,  pur^ 
suant  to  their  engagement,  they  will  deliver  a 
oontre-prciet,  conuininff  all  their  objeetJoos  to  the 
points  submitted  by  the  undersigned,  txigether 
with  a  statement  of  such  further  poinu  as  the 
Ghirernment  of  the  United  States  consider  to  be 
material. 

The  undersigned  are  authorized  to  state  dis* 
tinctly  that  the  article  as  to  the  pacification  and 
right  of  the  Indian  nations  having  been  accepted, 
they  have  brought  forward  in  their  note  of  the 
21st  instant  all  the  propositions  which  they  have 
to  offer.  Thev  have  no  further  demands  to  make 
no  other  stipulations  on  which  they  are  instructed 
to  insist,  and  they  are  empowered  to  sign  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  forthwith,  in  conformity  with  those 
stated  in  their  former  note. 

The  undersigned  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Amei- 
can  Plenipotentiaries  will  no  longer  hesitate  to 
bring  forward,  in  the  form  of  articles,  or  other- 
wise, as  they  may  prefer,  those  specific  proposi- 
tions upon  which  they  are  empowered  to  sign  a 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselvesof  the  present 
opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States  the  assurance  of  their  high 
consideration.  GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


GREAT  BRITAIN--PRI80NERS  OF  WAR. 

[Communioated  to  Gengiess,  October  S8, 1814.] 
To  the  Houee  of  R^reeentoHvee 

of  the  United  8tateB.' 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  from  the  Department  of  State,  complying 
with  their  resolution  of  the  15th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
OcTonBE  28^  1814. 
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Dbpastmbnt  ot  Statb,  Ott*  S7, 1814. 
The  acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent 
tatives  of  the  15th  instant,  has  the  honor  of  snb- 
mittine  to  the  President  the  accompanying  papers 
marked  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  as  containing  the  in- 
formation which  is  presntned  to  be  called  for  by 
the  said  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMSS  MONROE. 
Pbjbmdemt  of  ike  United  Statee. 


No.  1. 


to 


Bitraet  of  a  letter  from  Reuben  G.  Beasley,  Esq., 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

London,  March  18, 1814. 
Having  had  several  conversations  on  the  sab- 
leet  of  retaliation,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your 
letters  of  the  6th  and  9th  of  Januarjr,  I  took  the 
earliest  occasion  to  communicate  the  information 
they  contained.  On  the  0th  ultimo.  I  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Transport  Board  on  the  subject,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose. 
Although  I  have  received  no  reply  to  this  letter, 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
been  assured  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and 
have  found  the  fact  confirmed  by  my  own  obser- 
vation, that  the  treatment  of  the  individuals  sent 
to  this  country  for  trial  has  in  no  respect  been 
difierent  from  that  of  the  other  prisoners  of  war. 

[Enclosed  in  the  preceding.] 
JUI-.  BeoBkff  to  the  Stardaryoftht  Treauport  Board. 
Harlet  Street,  Feb.  19, 1814. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  wish  which  you 
vertttlly  expressed  to  me  yesterday,  I  now  present 
to  the  Board,  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been 
communicated  to  me  by  the  Commissary  General 
of  Prisoners  of  the  United  States,  a  statement  of 
the  various  measures  of  retaliation  which  have 
been  forced  on  the  American  Government  by  the 
unwarrantable  acts  of  British  officers.  I  the  more 
readily  comply  with  this  wish,  because^  It  will 
lead  to  a  proper  understanding  on  the  subject,  and 
I  persuade  myself  it  will  be  followed  by  measures 
on  the  part  of  the  British  dovernment  which  will 
not  on^  relieve  the  suffering  individuals  but  put 
an  end  to  the  proceedings,  the  very  idea  of  which 
is  so  painful  to  every  generous  and  humane  feel- 
ing.   I  begin  ii^  the  order  in  which  they  occurred. 

THere  follows  the  statement  extracted  from 
General  Mason's  letter  of  the  6th  January]  1814.* 

To  the  foregoing  I  have  to  add,  that  infor- 
mation has  been  received  by  the  Commissary 
General  that  the  British  commanding  officer  at 
Halifax  had  confined  there  sixty-four  American 
officers,  with  intention  to  make  the  number  ninety- 
two,  in  retaliation  for  the  forty-six  British  officers 
confined  by  the  American  Government.    As  soon 

*  This  statement  conteiaed  the  substance  of  the  eaiee 
to  be  Ibund  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  14th  April,  1814,  printed  by  order  of  tne  Senate. 


as  this  should  be  offieiaUy  communicated  to  the 
Government,  a  correspondent  and  efieetual  meiM 
sure  would  be  adopted  in  the  United  States. 

In  this  statement,  and  the  documents  which 
accompany  it,  will  be  found  the  disposition  and 
sentiments  of  the  American  Government.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  system  was  not  begun  by  the  Uni* 
ted  States.  Prompt  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty 
they  owe  to  their  citizens,  they  have  constantly 
lamented  the  necessity  of  the  measures  imposed 
on  them,  and  have  on  every  occasion  shown,  as 
you  will  see  exemplified  in  the  first,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  acts,  above  recited,  that  the  moment 
the  necessity  of  detention  ceased  to  exist,  the  per- 
sons confined  have  been  released. 

The  British  agent  in  the  United  States,  who 
has  been  regularly  informed  of  every  circumstance 
relative  to  this  unpleasant  subject,  will  no  doubt 
have  done  the  American  Government  the  justice 
to  say.  that  the  sufferings  of  the  individuals  con- 
cerneu  have  at  all  times  been  as  little  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  would  admit. 

It  has  been  thought  extraordinary  that,  contrary 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  cartel,  American  prison- 
ers have  been  sent  to  this  country  from  Canada. 
This  measure  was  strongly  remonstrated  against 
to  Colonel  Barclay  sometime  ago ;  but  so  far  from 
having  produced  the  desired  efiect,  it  has  been 
continued  under  circumstances  of  the  greatest 
hardship  and  suffering.  About  four  hundred  of 
these  persons,  many  of  whom  had  never  before 
been  at  sea,  were  hurried  on  board  ship,  without 
the  least  previous  notice  to  provide  themselves 
with  necessaries,  and  in  that  situation  exposed  to 
a  boisterous  Winter  passage.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  has  sought  in  vain  for  a  legi- 
timate motive  for  this  conduct,  which  will  neces- 
sarily lead  to  a  corresponding  measure  of  severity, 
if  not  satisfactorily  explained. 

I  am  instructed  to  make  inquiry  relative  to  the 
situation  of  all  the  prisoners  who  have  from  time 
to  time  been  sent  to  this  country ;  and  to  give  in- 
formation of  plac^es  of  confinement  and  treatment 
of  those  who  were  sent  here  for  trial. 

,  I  have  to  remark,  that,  while  the  British  pris- 
oners in  the  Unitea  States  have  been  treated  in 
exact  conformity  to  the  stipulations  contained  in 
the  cartel,  no  change  whatever  has  been  made  in 
the  treatment  of  American  prisoners  in  close  con- 
finement, nor  has  any  satisfactory  reason  been 
ffiven  why  they  have  not  been  placed  on  the  same 
footing. 

The  situation  of  the  British  officers  who  are 
held  in  the  United  States  as  hostages  to  answer 
in  their  persons  for  the  safety  and  proper  treat- 
ment of  the  American  prisoners,  will  oe  found 
described  in  the  extract  of  a  letter  herewith  trana- 
mitted,  dated  13th  December,  1813,  and  it  will 
eontinue  the  same  while  it  is  understood  that 
Ameriean  offieers,  in  the  hands  of  the  British 
Gtovenment,  meet  with  similar  treatment. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

R.  G.  BBASLBY. 

Alexander  MoLeat,  Esq.,  dbc. 


1867 


APPENDIX 


1868 


ehmt  BfHam Pruanen  ^  IFor. 


No.  2. 

ExtrftcCs  of  a  letter  of  inttraeCiont  from  tiia  Soeretary 

of  Bute  to  Colonel  Tobies  Leer. 

Wasbington,  June  27, 1814. 

Oa  the  subject  of  hostages,  if  aoy^  are  retained 
on  either  side,  it  cannot  be  admitted  that  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners  shall  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  in  that  state,  or  in  any  other,  different  from 
Ihe  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  of  war,  greater  than 
shall  be  held  by  us  to  answer  for  their  proper 
treatment  and  safety. 

You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  cause  which 
Induced  the  Government  to  designate  certain  per- 
sons prisoners  of  war,  in  our  possession,  to  abide 
the  fate  of  such  American  prisoners  of  war  as  the 
enemy  had  thought  proper  to  separate  from  their 
comrades,  and  to  transport,  under  severe  and  igno- 
minious confinement,  to  England,  for  trial  as  trait- 
ors. While  this  treatment  continued,  and  while 
there  was  a  probability  of  the  threatened  trial 
and  punishment,  this  Government  could  not,  and 
would  not,  have  relaxed  in  the  measures  it  had 
adopted.  Information,  however,  having  been  re- 
cently received  from  Mr.Beasley,  American  agent 
for  prisoners  at  London,  dated  on  the  18th  of 
March  last,  by  which  it  is  known  that  he  had  re 
ceived  assurances,  and  that  he  was  satisfied  of 
the  fact,  that  the  treatment  of  the  individuals  sent 
to  that  country,  avowedly  for  trial,  has  been  in 
no  respect  different  from  that  of  other  prisoners 
of  war.  the  President  has  been  induced  to  hope, 
from  this  circumsunce,as  wellasfrom  the  length 
of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  these  persons  hare 
been  in  England,  without  haying  been  brought  to 
trial,  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  British 
(Government  to  take  a  step  which  would  inevita- 
bly involve  consequences  shocking  to  humanity  \ 
•nd  sincerely  desirous  of  lessening,  as  much  as 
possible,  the  sufferings  of  individuals  on  both  sides, 
ne  has  determined  that,  retervinff  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  full  right  of  replacing  the  hostages,  who 
may  have  been  designated  here,  and  retaining  the 
P9wer  to  do  so,  such  of  the  prisoners  taken  from 
the  command  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  as  have  been 
so  designated,  may  be  now  exchanged.  You  are 
aceordmgly  authorized  to  stipulate  that  the  pro- 
loosed  release  and  exchange  snail  be  without  dis- 
tinction of  hostages,  taking  care  that  it  shall  be 
reciprocal,  and  that  a  special  reservation  be  made 
of  the  right,  which  may  be  common,  to  replace 
them,  whenever  it  is  deemed  proper  to  do  so. 

No.  3. 

Bxtnicts  of  snefa  parts  of  a  convention  for  the  exdiange 
of  prisoners  of  war,  proposed  on  the  16«h  of  April, 
1914,  and  of  the'  instrament  by  v^eh  it  was  modi- 
fled,  and  finally  agreed  npon,  en  the  16Ch  of  Jolj 
fslkiwing,  between  agents  doty  antheiised  by  the 
fiearetaiy  of  Stole  of  the  United  States,  on  the  one 
peit»  sad  Air  Qeeigt  Prevost,  Coniauuiderdn-Cluaf 
of  the  Bntisli  fbrcos  in  the  Canada^  on  the  other,  as 
lelates  to  those  who  had  been,  on  either  side»  con- 
fined under  the  system  of  retaliation. 

Exlrmf9  (f  ike  Cimmniion  qf  ike  16M  of  April 
Abticle  1.  It  is  muiaally  stipniated  and  agreed, 

that  ail  the  persons  belonging  to  the  army,  nmyjf 


or  aailitia,  of  the  Unilod  KioigdOB  qC  Qmt  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  or  the  provinces  or  dependencies 
thereof,  under  the  command,  authority,  and  jan's- 
diction  of  his  excellency  Sir  Greor^e  Prevos^  or 
any  subjects  or  residenu  thereof,  within  the  same 
command,  authority,  and  jurisdiction,  who  may 
have  been  captives  during  the  present  war,nndei 
and  by  the  command  and  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  also  all  persons 
belonging  to  the  navy,  army,  or  militia  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  tenitorieB 
thereof,  or  citizens  or  residents  of  the  saaei  or 
any  of  them,  who  may  have  been  made  captives 
during  the  present  war,  by  and  under  the  com- 
mand and  authority  of  Sir  George  Prevost.  afoie- 
saifl ;  and  which  said  persons,  ao  respeetivcly  cap- 
tured, are  now  held  in  eonfincoient  bj  the  said 
reqwetive  partias  either  as  prisoners  of  war,  hos- 
tages, or  otherwise,  shall  be  matoalij  and  respect- 
ively forthwith  released  from  connoameni,  and 
sent,  or  permitted  to  proceed,  to  the  United  States 
or  Canada,  respectively,  in  the  manner  hereinaf- 
ter pointed  out,  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be^ 
saving  and  excepting  always  the  first  three-and- 
twenty  men  first  put  into  confinement  on  prioci- 
pies  of  retaliation,  as  hostages,  by  the  united 
States,  and  the  officers  and  noQ-commissjooed 
officers  put  ioto  confinement  by  his  exeellencj 
Sir  George  Prevost,  in  retaliation  for  the  coo- 
finement  of  the  said  twenty-three  men,  prirate 
soldiers. 

Art.  9.  It  is  further  mutually  agreed,  that  all 
the  persons  thus  released,  and  sent  or  permitted 
to  return  to  their  respective  comixes,  who  are 
now  in  Lower  Canada,  or  on  tiie  eaaiara  aide  of 
the  Alleghanjr  mountains  in  the  United  Sutes, 
and  also  all  prisoners  of  war  who  are  now  on  pa- 
role, or  otherwise  in  their  respective  coontries^  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  exchanged, 
and  that  they,  and  every  of  them,  from  and  sifcer 
the  15th  of  May  next,  shall  be  perfecdy  and  en- 
tirely free  to  enter  and  en^ge  in  the  military, 
naval,  or  other  service  of  their  repectireconntrica, 
as  if  they  never  had  been  prisoners  of  war  and 
hostages;  and,  in  like  manner,  all  the  said  penons 
who  are  on  the  western  side  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains,  in  the  United  States,  and  those  who 
are  in  or  near  Halifax  or  in  Nova  Scotia,  aad 
who  were  captured  by  and  under  the  command 
of  Sir  George  Prevost,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby, 
declared  exchanged,  and  at  liberty  to  enter  ioto 
the  naval,  mifitary,  or  other  service  of  their  re- 
spective countries,  as  if  they  had  never  been  oMde 
prisoners  of  war  and  hostages. 

Art.  12.  It  is  further  mutually  agreed  and  ex- 
pressly understood,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
IS  intended  or  shall  in  any  manner  prevent  or 
hinder  either  party  from  resorting  to  retaliation, 
or  replacing  said  hostages,  whenerer  either  may 
deem  it  proper,  for  the  past  or  any  future  act  or 
conduct  of  the  opposite  party. 


Extracts  of  the  instrument  of  modification  and  i 
tionofthelfithofJaiy. 
PKBAliBLB.^The  following  modifications  of 
the  said  Conrention  of  the  ISth  of  April  lart  hxr^ 
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be«tt  tgivei  to;  iBcmucqatoee  of  wbieii  tbe  mom 
it  hereby  ratified  mnd  eoofimed,  od  the  pwri  of 
the  Ustted  Stfttet,  in  virtae  of  the  full  powers 
^iveft  to  the  ftforetaid  Tobias  Lear,  the  sane  ba?- 
iBg  bees  before  ratified  by  hie  ezeelieocy  Sir 
George  Prcvost,  dbe. 
AartcLi  1.  The  twenty-three  British  soldiem 

git  into  coDfiDemeiit  as  hostages  by  the  United 
tales,  and  the  forty-six  American  eoimnissioaed 
and  non-oom missioned  officers  pat  in  confinement 
by  his  ezeeilencj  Sir  George  rrevost,  in  retalia* 
tion  for  the  confinement  of  the  said  twenty-three 
soldiers,  as  mentioned  in  the  1st  article  of  the 
aforesaid  Convention,  are  to  be  immediately  re- 
leased  and  exchanged,  in  the  saote  manner  as 
other  prisoners  of  war  mentioned  in  said  article. 
Art.  2.  All  accounts  of  exchange,  relative  to 
prisoners  of  war,  officers  and  non>commissioned 
officers,  and  privates,  of  the  army,  navy,  and  mi- 
litia, of  the  Oevemnieat  of  Great  Briuin.  and  of 
the  United  Slatee  of  America,  and  of  all  other 
pereons,  subjects  or  residents  of  the  one,  or  citi- 
seas  or  residents  of  the  other^  captured  by  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Prevost, 
or  from  his  command  or  authority,  during  the 
present  war  betweea  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  prior  to  the  15th  of  April  last,  and  for 
the  release  and  exchange  of  whom  it  is  stipulated 
by  the  9ih  article  of  the  aibresaid  Conveotioii  of 
the  15th  of  April  aforesaid,  and  the  twenty-three 
and  forty-six  hostages,  before  mentioned,  are  by 
this  preoent  modification  definitely  liquidated  and 
settled,  without  either  partv  having  any  preten- 
sion or  right  to  any  claim  therein  hereafter. 


No.  4. 


Bxtraet  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  TbosMis  Barclay  to 
the  Ceiamiiiiy  Gcneml  of  Ptisonsis,  dated 

BlaOBN BBURQ,  ^UftC  14,  1814. 

Should  there  be  any  British  prisoners  of  war 
remaining  in  these  States  from  New  York  east- 
ward, permit  me  to  recommend  their  being  re- 
leased, and  sent  io  the  Matilda  (cartel)  lately  ar- 
rived at  Salem,  with  AmericaD  prisoners.  In  the 
number  I  hope  you  will  include  all  those  now 
held  as  bosuges,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  I 
have  recommeoded  to  the  Admiral  and  General 
the  release  of  all  Americans  held  on  similar  prin- 
ciples, to  the  state  of  ordinary  prisoners ;  and  that 
Mr.  Mitchell  be  informed  he  is  at  liberty  to  select 
them  to  be  sent  to  these  States,  in  return  for  Brit- 
ish prisoners  received. 


Bxtact  of  a  letter  frmn  the  Commissaiy  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colenel  Thoaias  Baroky>  dated 

Jd.ne  21, 1812. 
On  the  subject  of  hostages,  I  will  cheerfollv 
direct  to  be  released  and  sent  to  Halifax  any  such 
as  we  now  hold  on  the  maritime  frontier  of  Mas- 
sacbusettS)  if  you  will  engage  that  the  persons  at 
Halifax,  on  whose  account  they  were  confined, 
shall  be  immediately  released  and  returned  to  the 
United  States.    I  believe  there  are  but  sixteen  of 


that  description,  whose  names  are  enclosed.  Thn 
few  then  remaining,  with  the  desire  to  meet  the 
relaxation  proposed  by  you,  I  will  direct  to  be 
confined*  with  other  noo-paroled  prisoners^  on 
board  thie  prison-ship  at  Salem* 


Celonet  Thomas  Baretay  to  General  Mason. 

Bladensbdro,  June  21, 1814. 

Sir:  I  had  hoped,  in  consequence  of  my  hav- 
ing acquainted  you  I  had  recommended  the  naval 
and  military  commanders  at  Halifax  to  release 
to  the  state  of  ordinary  prisoners  all  the  Ameri- 
cans then  held  on  retaliatory  principles,  that  this 
Government  would  have  been  induced  to  adopt 
a  similar  conciliatory  measure,  and  thereby  re- 
lieve the  unfortunate  men  who  have  been  so  nn- 
pleasantlv  situated.  You  will,  by  a  repemsal  of 
my  late  letters  on  this  subject,  perceive  the  un- 
pleasant consequences  to  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  be  driven,  if  the  acts  above 
mentioned  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  do  not 
meet  a  corresponding  conduct  on  the  part  of  this 
Government. 

Mr.  Prince,  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  has 
informed  Mr.  Simpson,  that  you  have  directed 
him  to  retain  eighteen  British  prisoners  as  host- 
ages for  a  like  number  of  men,  part  of  the  one 
hundred  and  one  Americnn  prisoners  sent  last 
Autumn  to  England. 

On  the  14th  instant  I  requested  you  to  inform 
me  whether  you  would  consent  that  all  the  Brit- 
ish prisoners  who  might  remain  in  the  Eastern 
States  after  the  departure  of  the  Perseverance 
cartel  to  Halifax^  should  be  sent  in  the  Matilda 
cartel  for  Halifax,  for  whom  I  would  order  an 
e%uivalent  to  be  returned.  A  measure  of  this 
nature  must  prove  equally  advantageous  to  botii 
nations.  Permit  me  to  request  your  answer,  and 
if  it  is  the  determination  of  this  Government  to 
hold  any  British  sobjeeu  as  hostages,  that  you 
will  favor  me  with  a  list  of  their  names,  the  pet- 
sons  they  are  held  for,  and  the  places  of  coonne- 
ment. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoar  obedient  ser'> 
vant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Geneiml  Mabor,  dbc. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissaiy  General  of  Prisoners^  daOsd 

Buknfimnimo,  Jma  8S,  1814. 

Sin:  I  am  this  moment  honored  with  your  let- 
ter of  yesterdav. 

I  am  pleased  with  your  consenting  t<^  send  all 
the  British  prisoners  remnittlng  in  the  Eastern 
States  to  Halifax,  and  that  the  hostages  are  to  be 
included.  I  have  repeatedly  informed  you,  that 
I  had  requested  every  American  prisoner,  held  as 
a  hostage  at  Halifax,  should  be  released  to  the 
state  of  ordinary  prisoners^  and  that  Mr.  Mitchell 
should  be  at  liberty  to  select  whom  he  pleased  in 
making  up  the  equivalent  to  be  aent  from  Hali- 
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fkx.  I  will  be  answerable  tbat  the  above  ia  ear- 
ried  into  effect,  and  tbat  an  equivalent^  under 
Mr.  Mitchell's  election,  is  immediately  sent  from 
Halifax  to  Salem,  in  return  for  the  men  whom 
the  Matilda  carries  from  Salem. 


Extnct  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissaiy  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomu  Barelaj,  dated 

Washington,  June  23, 18U. 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  this  date,  and 
of  the  2l8t  instant.  I  shall,  in  consequence  of 
your  engagement  in  that  of  the  22d  instant,  and 
in  compliance  with  the  terms  uf  mine  of  yester- 
day, by  the  mail  made  up  to-day,  instruct  Mr. 
Prmce  to  collect  all  the  prisoners  he  can,  in  a  rea- 
sonable time,  and  send  by  the  cartel  Matilda,  and 
such  hosuges  as  have  been  designated  in  retalia- 
tion against  American  prisoners  confined  at  Hali- 
fax. 

The  other  hostaffes  designated  for  American 
prisoners  sent  to  England  will  be  placed  in  the 
ordinary  state  of  non-paroled  prisoners,  and  those 
at  Fort  Sewall  removed  to  the  prison-ship  at  Sa- 
lem for  that  purpose. 

Colonel  Thomas  BarcUj  to  General  Mason. 
BLADBNSBnRo,  Atiguit  9, 1814. 

Sib:  I  had  hoped,  in  consequence  of  my  sev- 
eral letters  to  you  on  the  subject  of  retaliation 
and  the  release  of  all  the  American  prisoners 
held  as  hostages  in  His  Majesty's  dominions  un- 
der reuliatorv  orders,  of  whicl^  I  have  given  you 
notice,  that  this  Qovernment  would  have  been 
induced  to  follow  the  example,  and  place  in  the 
ordinary  state  of  prisoners,  ready  for  release  and 
exchange,  the  few  British  prisoners  named  at  the 
foot  of  this  letter,  who  are  still  held  in  confine- 
ment as  hosuges. 

I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me, 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  this  Government 
to  continue  these  unfortunate  men  in  prison  as 
hostages,  and  to  withhold  their  release  and  ex- 
change ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that,  if  this  is 
the  case,  double  the  number  of  American  prison- 
ers will  once  more  be  placed  in  a  similar  state 
of  confinement  in  retaliation  for  these  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Qeaeral  Mason,  &c. 

iMt  ofpri$onen  re/amd  to  in  the  preceding  letter. 

In  Massaehusetta— John  Price,  R»  Robertson, 
John  Anderson,  John  Egan,  James  Dawson, 
Henry  Beddinfffield,  William  Kitts. 

In  Rhode  Island— William  Lincoln. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners,  to  Colonel  Barclay,  dated 

August  12, 1814. 
Sib:  In  reply  to  vour  letter  of  the  0th  instant, 
I  shall  pass  over  the  terms  in  which  you  have 


thought  proper  to  convey  part  of  tbnt  letter,  with 
the  remark,  that  after  the  manner  in  whieh  the 
subject  of  hostages  had  been  trented  in  your  let- 
ter of  the  14th  of  June,  and  mine  of  the  21st  and 
22d  of  ths  same  month,  considering  the  infoitnft- 
tion  I  had  given  you  in  my  letter  of  the  SOth  of 
May,  of  the  relaxation  whieh  had  taken  place  in 
the  condition  of  the  twenty -three  hostages  in  oar 
power  at  Qreenbush,  and  the  cause  of  it,  and  the 
communication  I  had  made  yoa  as  late  as  the 
28ih  ultimo,  of  the  Convention  coacioded  with 
Sir  George  Prevost,  by  which  these  and  ail  other 
hostages  appertaining  to  the  class  of  prisoners 
captured  by  or  from  bis  command,  were  released 
and  finallv  exchanged,  it  could  not  have  heen  ex* 
pected,  when  you  thought  proper  to  make  further 
inquiry  as  to  the  situation  or  those  persons  yet 
remaining  in  our  poaiession,  who  had  been  hios- 
tages,  and  the  intention  of  the  Government  to- 
ward them,  you  should  have  then  resorted  to  the 
same  declaration  of  conseqaenees,  eonveyed  in 
terms  amounting  to  a  threat,  whieh  yon  had  been 
informed  in  a  letter  I  addressed  to  you  on  the 
11th  of  Jane,  on  a  former  occasion,  was  anavail- 
inff,  and  had  been  considered  exeeptiooabie. 

In  my  letter  of  the  32d  of  June,  I  informed  yoo, 
that  those  who  had  been  hostages,  and  not  seat 
for  exchange  by  the  cartel  then  in  port,  should 
be  restoredi  to  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners. 
Why,  then,  unless  you  were  well  assared  tluit 
this  liad  not  been  done,  do  yoa  say  in  yoors  of  (he 
9th  instant,  you  had  hoped  that  the  Ameriean 
Government  would  have  been  induced  to  follow 
the  example  of  your  Government  ?  The  faet  is, 
at  this  time,  there  is  no  British  prisoner  in  this 
country  in  any  other  sitnation.  The  order  to 
that  effect  went  from  this  office  on  the  22d  of 
June,  as  to  the  prisoners  in  Massaehusetts ;  and 
on  the  19th  of  July,  as  to  one  WiUiam  Lineoln,  in 
Rhode  Island.  The  copy  of  my  letter  to  the 
Marshal  of  that  Sute,  now  sent,  will  explain  the 
cause  of  his  confinement  being  thus  much  length* 
ened ;  namely,  his  attempt  to  escape. 

The  reasons  which  determined  this  Gk>vern- 
ment  to  relax  in  the  mode  of  treatment  towards 
hostages  are  detailed  in  that  letter,  and  were  the 
same  which  induced  it  to  accept  a  proposition, 
on  the  part  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  to  include  aU 
hostages  on  both  sides  in  the  general  exchange 
of  prisoners  made  with  him,  with  the  reservation 
of  the  right  to  replace  them  with  others,  should 
It,  from  any  change  of  circumstances,  be  deemed 
necessary.  These  reasons,  to  wit :  information 
from  our  agent  in  London  tbat  the  American 
prisoners,  sent  to  England  for  trial,  were  not  then 
confined  or  treated  otherwise  than  ordinary  pris- 
oners, operating  generally,  so  soon  as  they  had 
been  acted  on  in  the  exchange  of  part  of  the  hos- 
tages held  by  us  in  the  quarter  just  mentioned, 
produced  instructions  from  this  office  to  put  oo 
the  same  footing  « the  persons  heretofore  desi^r- 
nated  as  hostages  of  the  maritime  class,  and  to 
hold  rhem  ready  for  exchange."  They  are  ac- 
cordingly now  so  held. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  most  obedient 
servant. 


1S7S 
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GREAT   BRITAIN. 

[Communicated  to.tlie  Senate,  bf  the  Meieagetf  of  Feb- 
twaj  19, 16,  and  90, 1810.] 

To  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States  .- 

I  hare  reeeired  from  the  American  Com  mis* 
miaeioncrs  a  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  siipned  by  those  Commissioners  and  by 
the  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  at 
Ghent  on  the  24th  December,  1814.  The  ter- 
mination of  hostilities  depends  upon  the  time  of 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  both  parties.  I 
lose  no  time,  therefore,  in  submitting  the  treaty 
to  the  Senate  for  their  adrice  and  approbation. 

1  transmit,  also,  a  letter  from  the  American 
Commissioners  which  accompanied  the  treaty. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

Femuart  15, 1815. 


To  ike  Senaie  of  the  United  StaUs  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  acting 
Secretary  of  State,  complying  with  their  resolu- 
tion of  yesterday. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Fbbbuaby  16, 1815. 


{[Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  Message.]; 

Department  of  State, 

Februaij  16, 1815. 

The  acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th 
instant,  requesting  the  "President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  all 
instructions  giyen  to  the  Enroys  at  Ghent,  the 
correspondence  between  the  said  Enroysand  the 
Department  of  State,  and  the  correspondence  and 
protocols  of  conference  between  the  said  Envoys 
and  the  Ministers  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  dur- 
ing the  negotiation  at  Qhent,  which  have  not 
before  been  communicated  to  the  Senate,"  has 
the  honor  to  state  that  the  instructions  to  the  En- 
voys at  Ghent  have  heretofore  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate,  except  those  of  which  the  ac- 
companying papers  marked  A  and  B  are  copies. 

The  correspondence  and  protocols  of  confereo- 
ces  between  tne  said  Envoys  and  the  Ministers  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  which  have  been  received 
at  this  Department,  and  which  have  not  heretofore 
been  communicated  to  the  Seoate  will  be  found 
in  the  accompanying  papers  marked  1,  2,  3,  4,  5, 
6,  7,  8,  and  9. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

To  the  Senate  and  Houeeof 

lUpreeenUdivee  of  the  United  StaUe  ,• 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  and  Amity  between  the  United  States  and 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  which  was  signed  by  the 
Commisfioners  of  both  parties,  at  Ghent,  on  the 


Mth  of  December.  1814,  and  the  ratifications  of 
which  have  been  duly  exchanged. 

While  performing  this  act,  1  congratulate  you 
and  our  constituents  upon  an  event  which  is  highly 
honorable  to  the  nation^  and  terminates,  with  pe- 
culiar felicity,  a  campaign  signalized  by  the  most 
brilliant  successes. 

The  late  war,  although  reluctantly  declared  by 
Congress,  had  become  a  necessary  resort  to  assert 
the  rights  and  independence  of  the  nation.  It  has 
b^en  waged  with  a  success  which  is  the  natural 
result  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislative  Councils, 
of  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  of  the  public  spirit 
of  the  militia,  and  of  the  valor  of  the  niilitary  and 
naval  forces  of  the  country.  Peace,  at  all  times 
a  bleasing,  is  peculiarly  welcome,  therefore,  at  a 
period  when  tne  causes  for  the  war  have  ceased 
to  operate;  when  the  Gk)vernment  has  demon* 
strated  the  efficiency  of  its  powers  of  defence ; 
and  when  the  nation  can  review  its  conduct  with- 
out regret  and  without  reproach. 

I  recommend  to  your  care  and  beneficence  the 
gallant  men,  whose  achievements  in  every  depart- 
ment of  military  service,  on  the  land  and  on  the 
water,  have  so  essentially  contributed  to  the  honor 
of  the  American  name,  and  to  the  restoration  of 
peace.  The  feelings  of  conscious  patriotism  and 
worth  will  animate  such  men  under  every  change 
of  fortune  and  pursuit ;  but  their  country  performs 
a  duty  to  itself,  when  it  bestows  those  testimonials 
of  approbation  and  applause  which  are  at  once 
the  reward  and  the  incentive  to  great  actions. 

The  reduction  of  the  public  expenditure  to  the 
demands  of  a  Peace  Establishment,  will  doubt- 
less ei^gage  the  immediate  attention  of  Con- 
gress. There  are,  however,  important  considera- 
tions which  forbid  a  sudden  and  general  revoca- 
tion of  the  measures  that  have  been  produced  by 
the  war.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  neither 
the  pacific  dispositions  of  the  American  people, 
nor  the  pacific  character  of  their  political  instito- 
tions,  can  altogether  exempt  them  from  that  strife 
which  appears,  beyond  the  ordinary  lot  of  nations, 
to  be  incident  to  the  actual  perioa  of  the  world ; 
and  the  same  faithful  monitor  demonstrates  that  a 
certain  degree  of  preparation  for  war  is  not  only 
Indispensable  to  avert  disaster  in  the  onset,  but 
affords  also  the  best  securitj  for  the  continuance 
of  peace.  The  wisdom  of  Congress  will,  there- 
fore, I  am  confident,  provide  for  the  mainienanee 
of  an  adequate  regular  force;  for  the  gradual 
advance  of  the  Naval  Establishment ;  for  impro- 
ring  all  the  means  of  harbor  defence ;  for  adding 
discipline  to  the  distinguished  bravery  of  the  mili- 
tia ;  and  for  cultivating  the  military  art,  in  its  es- 
sential branches,  under  the  liberal  patronage  of 
the  Ctovernment. 

The  resources  of  our  country  were  at  all  times 
competent  to  tha  attainment  of  every  national 
object)  but  they  will  now  be  enriched  and  invig- 
orated by  the  activity  which  peace  will  introduce 
into  all  the  scenes  of  domestic  enterprise  and  labor. 
The  provision  that  has  been  made  for  the  public 
creditors,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
must  have  a  decisive  effect  in  the  establishment 
of  the  public  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 


1&75 


APPBNDIX 


Wf« 


BdeBtidtuwiih  BmU  BfUidtL 


The  rcviviog  interests  of  eonmerce  will  claim 
the  legislatire  atteotioD  at  the  earliest  opporta* 
Bitf .  and  sach  regulations  will,  I  trast,  be  season- 
ably devised,  as  shall  secure  to  the  United  States 
their  just  proportion  of  the  navigation  of  the 
world.  The  most  liberal  policy  towards  other 
nations,  if  met  by  corresponding  dispositions,  will, 
in  this  respect,  be  found  the  most  beneficial  policy 
towards  ourselves.  But  there  is  no  subject  that 
eaa  enter  wHh  greater  force  and  merit  into  the 
deliberations  of  Congress,  than  a  consideration  of 
the  means  to  preserve  and  promote  the  mannfac* 
tures  wbich  have  sprang  into  existence,  and  at- 
tained an  unparalleled  maturity  throuffnout  the 
United  States  during  the  period  of  the  European 
wars.  Thb  source  of  national  independence  and 
wealth  I  anxiously  recommend  to  the  prompt  and 
constant  guardianship  of  Congress. 

The  termination  of  the  legislative  sessions  will 
soon  separate  you.  fellow-citizens,  from  each 
other,  and  restore  you  to  your  constituents  I 
pray  you  to  bear  with  you  the  expressions  of  my 
saaffuine  hone  that  the  peace  which  has  been  just 
decured,  will  not  only  be  the  foundation  of  the 
most  friendly  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  but  that  it  will  also  be 
productive  of  happiness  and  harmony  in  every  sec- 
tion of  our  beloved  country.  The  influence  or  your 
precept  aad  example  must  be  everywhere  power- 
ful, and  while  we  accord  in  gratenil  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  protection  which  Providence  has 
bestowed  upon  us,  let  us  never  cease  to  inculcate 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  fidelity  to  the  Union, 
as  constituting  the  palladium  of  the  national  in- 
dependence and  prosperity. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Wabbinoton,  Ftbruary  18, 1816. 


The  Seoetsij  of  State  to  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

Department  of  State, 

March  22, 1814. 

Gbntlbhbn:  Should  a  treaty  be  concluded 
with  Great  Britain,  and  a  reciprocal  restitution 
of  lerritorv  be  agreed  on,  you  will  have  it  in  ree- 
oUection  that  the  United  States  had  in  their  pes- 
•essioa,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  a  post 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Columbia,  which  com- 
manded the  river,  which  ought  to  be  comprised 
in  the  stipulation,  should  the  possession  have  been 
wrested  from  us  during  the  war.  On  no  pretext 
can  the  British  Government  set  up  a  claim  to  ter- 
ritory south  of  the  northern  boundarv  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  believed  that  they  have 
any  claim  whatever  to  territory  on  the  Pacific 
ocean.  You  will,  however,  be  careful,  should  a 
definitioa  of  boundary  be  attempted,  not  to  coun- 
tenance, in  any  manner,  or  in  any  quarter,  a  pre- 
tension in  the  British  Government  to  territory 
•outh  of  that  line. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  MONROE. 


Secretary  of  State. 


The  Becretaiy  of  State  to  Ike 


Coma 


DsPABTMBirr  09  Statb,  Oct.  19. 1814. 

Gentlbhen  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  iaiorm  yon 
that  your  despatches  by  the  John  Adams  have 
beei)  received,  and  that  your  determination  to  re- 
ject the  terms  proposed  by  the  British  Commis- 
sioners is  entirely  approved  by  the  President. 

The  importance  of  these  despatches,  end  tiie 
great  probability  of  your  n^otiation  having  beea 
brought  to  a  close,  induced  the  President  to  deter* 
mine  on  laying  them  before  Congress  immediately . 
This  has  been  done,  and  there  is  ever;  reason  to 
believe  that  thejr  are  producing  the  best  effect,  ia 
uniting  all  parties  in  a  determined  resistance  to 
the  extravagant  pretensions  of  the  enemy.  It  has 
also  been  judged  proper  to  communicate  to  Con- 
gress so  much  of  the  instructions  given  to  yoa  by 
this  Department  as  would  show  the  terms  on 
wbich  you  were  authorized  to  make  peace. 

These^  as  well  as  your  eomiDuiHcation^  have 
been  prmted,  and  several  copies  are  now  lor- 
warded  to  you,  as  it  is  believed  they  may  be  use- 
fully disposed  of  in  Europe. 

Should  any  circumstance  have  uoexpecteJi/ 
prolonged  the  negotiation,  which  it  is  in/erred 
from  your  despatches  will  have  been  fioai/y  closed, 
and  you  find  the  British  Commissiooers  disposed 
to  agree  to  the  HatUM  anU  bellum,  yoa  will  Qader^ 
stand  that  you  are  autharissed  to  make  it  the  basis 
of  a  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gen- 
tlemen, your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  MONROB. 


The  Ameneaa  PIsnipotealiaries  to  the  Seueli^  of 

Gbbnt,  JPgcew6erg5, 1814, 

Sir  :  W^e  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  here- 
with ooe  of  the  three  copies  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Sutea, 
signed  last  evening  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Hb 
Britannic  Majesty  and  by  us. 

Tbe  papers^  of  which  copies  are  likewise  now 
forwarded,  will  exhibit  to  you  so  fully  the  pro- 
gress of  the  negotiation  since  the  departure  of  the 
Chauncey,  that  few  additional  remarks  from  us 
will  be  necessary.  It  may  be  proper  for  us,  how- 
ever, to  state  thatj  in  the  interval  between  the  time 
when  our  first  project  of  a  treaty  was  sent  to  rfte 
British  Plenipotentiaries  and  that  when  they  com- 
municated to  us  the  answer  to  it,  the  despatches 
which  we  had  sent  by  Mr.  Dallas,  and  the  instruc- 
tions to  us,  which  had  been  published  ia  the  Uni- 
ted States,  were  republished  in  England.  In  de- 
clining to  insist  on  the  articles  respecting  impresi- 
ment  and  indemnities  we  made  a  formal  declara- 
tion that  the  rights  of  both  parties  oa  the  sobject 
of  seamen  and  the  claims  to  indemnities  for  iosMt 
and  damages  sustained  prior  to  the  commeaee- 
ment  of  tbe  war  should  not  be  affected  or  impaired 
by  the  omission  in  the  treaty  of  a  specific  provia- 
ion  on  these  two  subjects. 
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From  the  time  wbeo  the  prpjet  of  the  treaty 
preseoted  by  us  was  retorned  with  the  proposed 
alteratioos,  it  was  apparent  that,  unless  new  pre- 
teosioos  OQ  the  part  of  Great  Britaia  should  be 
advanced,  the  only  important  differences  remain- 
ing to  be  discunsed  were  those  relating  to  the 
mutual  restoration  of  territory  taken  during  the 
war,  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  by  British 
subjects,  and  to  the  right  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  the  fisheries  withm  the  British 
jurisdiction.    Instead  of  a  general  restitution  of 
caj^tured  territory,  which  we  had  proposed,  the 
British  Qoverament  at  first  wished  to  confine  it 
to  the  territory  taken  by  either  party  belonging 
to  the  other*    On  our  objecting  that  this  would 
make  each  party  the  judge  whether  territory  taken 
did  or  did  not  belong  to  the  other,  and  thereby 
occasion  new  disputes,  they  acknowledged  it  to 
be  their  object  that  each  party  should,  until  a  de- 
cision had  taken  place  with  respect  to  the  title, 
retain  possession  of  all  the  territory  claimed  by 
both  p«r4ies,  which  might  have  been  taken  by 
such  party  during  the  war.    They  proposed,  how- 
ever, to  limit  the  exception  from  mutual  restitu- 
tion to  the  iiiiaods  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaq noddy. 
As  it  had  been  on  both  sides  admitted  that  the 
title  to  these  islands  was  disputed,  and  as  a  method 
of  settling  amicably  those  disputes  was  provided 
for  in  the  treaty,  we  had  not  expected  that  the 
British  Qoveroment  would  adhere  to  the  demand 
of  retaining  the  temporary  possession  of  those 
islands.    We  insisted,  therefore,  on  their  being 
included  in  the  general  restoration,  until  we  had 
reason  to  believe  that  our  further  perseverance 
would  have  hazarded  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
iuelf.    We  finally  consented,  as  an  alternative 
preferable  to  the  continuance  of  the  war,  to  this 
exception,  upon  condition  that  it  should  not  be 
understood  as  impairing  in  any  manner  the  rlffht 
of  the  United  States  to  these  islands.    We  also 
wged  for  a  scipolatioo  requiring  an  ultimate  de- 
cision upon  the  title  within  a  limited  time;  but 
to  this  we  also  found  opposed  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection, and  we  were  finally  induced  to  accept  in 
its  stead  a  declaration  of  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, that  no  unnecessary  delay  of  the  decision 
should  be  interposed  on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain. 
At  the  first  conference,  on  the  8ih  of  August, 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  had  notified  to  us 
that  the  British  Qovernment  did  not  intend  hence- 
forth to  allow  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
"without  an  equivalent,  the. liberties  to  fish  and  to 
dry  and  cure  fish  within  the  exclusive  British 
jurisdiction,  stipulated  in  their  favor  by  the  latter 
part  of  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of 
1783.    And  in  their  note  of  the  19(h  of  August, 
.the  British  Plenipotentiaries  had  demanded  a  new 
etipulatioo,  to  secure  to  British  subjects  the  right 
of  navigating  the  Mississippi ;  a  demand  which, 
uoless  warranted  by  another  article  of  that  same 
treaty  of  1783,  we  could  not  perceive  that  Qreat 
Sritain  had  any  colorable  pretence  for  making. 
Our  instructions  had  forbidden  us  to  suffer  our 
r  i^ht  to  the  fisheries  to  be  brought  into  discussion, 
aod  had  not  authorized  us  to  make  any  distinc- 
tion in  the  several  provisions  of  the  third  article 
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of  the  treaty  of  J783,  or  between  that  article  aod 
any  other  of  the  same  treaty.    We  had  no  equiv- 
alent to  offer  for  a  new  recognition  of  our  right 
to  any  part  of  the  fi^iberies,  and  we  had  no  power 
to  srant  any  equivalent  which  might  be  asked  for 
it  by  the  British  Gk>vernment.     We  contended 
that  the  whole  treaty  of  1783  must  be  considered 
as  one  entire  and  permanent  compact,  not  liable, 
like  ordinary  treaties,  to  be  abrogated  by  a  subse- 
quent war  between  the  parties  to  it ;  as  an  instru- 
ment recognising  the  rights  and  liberties  enjoyed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  and  containing  the  terms  and 
conditions  on  which  the  two  parts  of  one  empire 
had  inutoally  agreed,  thenceforth,  to  constitute 
two  distinct  and  separate  nations.    In  consenting, 
by  that  treaty,  that  a  part  of  the  North  American 
continent  should  remain  subject  to  the  British 
jurisdiction,  the  people  of  the  United  States  had 
reserved  to  themselves  the  liberty,  which  they 
had  ever  before  enjoyed,  of  fishing  upon  that  part 
of  its  coasts,  and  of  drying  and  curing  fish  upon 
the  shores,  and  this  reservation  had  been  agreed 
to  by  the  other  contracting  party.    We  saw  not 
why  this  liberty,  then  no  new  grant,  but  the  mere 
recognition  of  a  prior  right  always  enjoyed,  should 
be  forfeited  by  war,  any  more  than  any  other  of 
the  rights  of  our  national  independence;  or  why 
we  should  need  a  new  stipulation  for  its  enjoy- 
ment more  than  we  needed  a  new  article  to  de- 
clare that  the  King  of  Qreat  Britain  treated  with 
us  as  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States. 
We  stated  this  principle  in  general  terms  to  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  in  the  note  which  we 
sent  to  them  with  our  prcjet  of  the  treaty,  and 
we  alleged  it  as  the  ground  upon  which  no  new 
stipulation  was  deemed  by  our  Government  ne- 
cessary to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  all  the  rights  and  liberties  stipulated  in 
their  favor  by  the  treaty  of  1783.    No  reply  to 
that  part  of  our  note  was  given  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  but.  in  returning  our  profH  of  a 
treatv,  they  added  a  clause  to  one  of  the  articles^ 
stipulating  a  right  for  British  subjects  to  navigate 
the  Mississippi.   Without  advertiojp;  to  the  ground 
of  prior  ana  immemorial  usage,  if  the  principle 
were  just  that  the  treaty  of  1783,  from  its  peculiar 
character,  remained  in  force  in  all  its  parts,  not* 
withstanding  the  war,  no  new  stipulation  was 
necessary  to  secure  to  the  snbjects  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  so  far 
as  that  right  was  secured  by  the  treaty  of  1783, 
as,  on  the  other  hand,  no  stipulation  was  necessary 
to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  the 
liberty  to  fish,  and  to  dry  and  cure  fish,  within 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain.    If 
they  asked  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  as  a 
new  claim,  they  could  not  expect  we  should  grant 
it  without  an  equivalent ;  if  they  asked  it  because 
it  had  been  granted  in  1783,  they  must  recognise 
the  claim  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  to 
the  liberty  to  fish  aod  to  dry  and  cure  fish,  in 
question.    To  place  both  poinu  beyond  all  future 
controversy,  a  majority  of  us  determined  to  ofier 
to  admit  an  article  confirming  both  the  rights,  or 
we  offered  at  the  same  time  to  be  silent  in  the 
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treaty  npoa  botb,  and  to  leave  oat  altogether  the 
article  defioing  the  bouodary  from  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  westward.  They  finally  agreed  to 
this  laat  proposal,  but  not  until  they  hB<l  proposed 
«a  article  stipulating  for  a  future  negotiation  for 
an  equivalent  ta  be  given  by  Great  Britain  for 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  bv  the 
United  States  for  the  liberty  as  to  the  fisheries 
within  British  jurisdiction.  This  article  was  un- 
necessary with  regard  to  its  professed  object,  since 
both  Governments  had  it  in  their  power,  without 
it.  to  negotiate  upon  these  subjects  if  they  pleased. 
We  rejected  it,  although  its  adoption  would  have 
aecared  the  boundary  of  the  forty-ninth  degree  of 
latitude  west  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  l^cause 
it  would  have  been  a  formal  abandonment,  on  our 
part,  of  our  claim  to  the  liberty  as  to  the  fisheries, 
recMUised  by  the  treaty  of  1783. 

Tou  will  perceive  by  the  correspondence,  that 
the  ninth  article  was  offered  us  as  a  sine  qua  fwn 
and  an  ultimatum.  We  accented  it,  not  without 
iDiieh  hesitation,  as  the  only  alternative  to  a  rup- 
ture of  the  negotiation,  and  with  a  perfect  under- 
atandiog  that  our  Government  was  free  to  reject 
it,  as  we  were  not  authorized  to  subscribe  to  it. 

To  guard  against  any  accident  which  might 
happen  in  the  transmission  of  a  single  copy  of  the 
ireaty  to  the  United  Sutes,  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries have  consented  to  execute  it  in  trioli- 
eatej  and  as  the  treaty  with  the  British  ratinca- 
tioB  may  be  exposed  to  the  same  danger,  the 
times  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  restora- 
tion of  captures  at  sea,  and  the  release  of  prison- 
ers, have  been  fixed,  not  from  the  exchange  of 
ratifications,  but  from  the  ratification  on  both  sides, 
without  alteration  by  either  of  the  contracting 
parties.  We  consented  to  the  introduction  of 
this  latter  provision  at  the  desire  of  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  who  were  willing  to  take  a  foil, 
but  were  unwilling  to  incur  the  risk  of  a  partial 
ratification,  as  the  period  from  which  the  peace 
ahottld  be  considered  as  concluded. 

We  are  informed  by  them  that  Mr.  Bakei,  their 
acer^taty,  is  to  go  out  to  America  with  the  Brit- 
iak  ratificattoD, 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &e. 

JOHN  dUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  SvcMTART  OP  Statb 

of  the  VniiedStaiee. 

No.  1. 
TkM  American  to  tha  Britidi  Pl^ipotentiariea. 
Ghbnt,  Natember  10, 1814. 
The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them  by 
Hts  Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  on  the 
31st  ultimo. 

The  undersigned  had  considered  an  inter- 
change of  the  prqfet  of  a  treaty  as  the  course 
best  calculated  to  exclude  useless  and  desulto- 
fj  discfiaaion,  to  confine  the  attention  of  both 


parties  to  the  precise  objects  to  be  adjtisced  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  and  to  hasten  the  con- 
clusion of  the  peace  so  desirable  to  both.  ,FiDd- 
ing  in  the  note  of  the  British  Plenipotentiartea  of 
the  21st  ultimo  a  mere  referenee  to  the  pointa 
proposed  by  them  in  the  first  conference,  with  the 
offer  of  assuming  the  basis  of  vti  possideCu,  on 
which  the  undersigned  had,  in  substance,  already 
declined  to  treat,  they  did  not  consider  it  as  the 
preset  of  a  treaty,  presented  in  compliance  with 
their  request.  They  proposed,  in  their  note  of 
the  S4th  ultimo,  that  the  exchange  of  the  two 
fnjeU  should  be  made  at  the  same  lime.  And 
it  is  not  without  some  surprise  that  the  under- 
signed observe  in  the  note  to  which  they  now  have 
the  honor  of  replying,  that  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries consider  their  note  of  the  21a  ultimo 
as  containing  the  preset  of  a  treaty,  to  which  the 
undersigned  are  supposed  to  be  pledged  to  retora 
a  cantre  projet. 

Believing  that  where  both  parties  are  aineerelj 
desirous  of  bringing  a  negotiation  to  a  happy  ter- 
mination, the  advantage  of  giving  or  of  reeeiviag 
the  first  draught  is  not  of  a  magnitude  to  be  made 
a  subject  of  controversy,  and  convinced  that  their 
Government  is  too  sincerely  desirous  of  thai  au- 
spicious result  to  approve  of  iu  being  delayed  for 
a  moment  upon  any  question  of  eiiqaecie,  tbe 
undersigned  have  the  h^MMir  to  eoelose  herewitk 
the  fJT^el  of  a  treaty,  aeeompaaied  with  sonae 
observations  upon  several  of  the  articles,  whieb 
may  more  fully  elucidate  their  ol^ecls  in  prop^a- 
ing  them. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  slated  in  their 
last  note  that  they  had  no  other  proposiiioos  to 
offer,  nor  other  demands  to  make,  than  those  con- 
tained in  their  note  of  the  21st  altimo.  which, 
with  the  reference  to  their  foraaer  deelaiaiioa  re- 
specting the  fisheries,  contaias  only  two  propiK 
sitions,  viz:  that  of  fixing  the  boundary  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Missiswppi;  and  that 
of  adofrttng,  with  respect  to  the  other  houadari«s, 
the  basis  of  uti  V09suieti$, 

In  answer  to  the  declaration  made  by  the  Brii- 
ish  Plenipotentiaries  respecting  the  fisheries,  the 
undersigned,  referring  to  whai  passed  in  theeea- 
ference  of  the  9tfa  of  August,  ean  only  atate  that 
they  are  not  authoriied  to  htmg  into  diaeiiMMia 
any  of  the  rights  or  liberties  which  the  Uaind 
Slates  have  hefetofore  enjoyed  in  relaiioo  there- 
to. From  their  nature,  and  from  the  peeoJiat 
character  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  hf  which  tbef 
were  recognised,  no  further  stipolatioa  has  been 
deemed  necessary  bf  the  Government  of  the  OdI- 
ted  States  to  entitle  them  to  the  iaii  eajoyin«ii.t 
of  alt  of  them. 

The  undersigned  have  already,  in  their  last 
note,  explicitly  declined  treating  on  the  basis  of 
uH possidetis.  They  cannot  agree  to  any  otiier 
principle  than  that  of  a  mutual  restosation  of  ter- 
ritory, and  have  accordingly  prepared  an  article 
founded  on  that  basis.  They  are  willing  seen  to 
extend  the  same  principle  to  the  other  objeeis  in 
dispute  between  the  two  nations;  and  ia  propos- 
ing ail  the  other  articles  inoloded  in  this  pngeC, 
they  wi^  to  be  distinetly  undeietood  ^t  they 
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are  ready  to  tigii  a  treaty  plaetii^  the  two  coun- 
tries, in  respect  to  all  the  subjects  of  difference 
between  them,  in  the  same  state  they  were  in  at 
the  corame&cement  of  the  present  war ;  reserTing 
to  each  party  all  its  rights,  and  leaTing  whatever 
may  remain  of  controrersy  between  them  for 
future  and  pacific  negotiation. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  ha?ing[i  in  their 
note  of  the  4th  of  September,  communicated  the 
disposition  of  their  Go?ernment  to  receive  favor- 
ably a  propoeition  which  should  acknowledge  the 
boundary  from  ihe  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the 
Mississippi,  or  to  dis(;uss  any  other  line  of  bound- 
ary which  might  be  submitted  for  consideration^ 
tlie  undersigned  answered,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
proposition  of  Indian  boundary  should  be  dis- 
posed of,  they  would  have  no  objection,  with  the 
explaaation  ^iven  by  the  Britisk  Plenipotenti- 
aries, to  discuss  thesukject. 

The  Qovernment  of  the  United  States  had, 
prior  to  tlie  aeqoisitioD  of  Louisiana,  been  dis- 
posed to  agree  to  the  konodaiy  from  the  Lake  of 
tke  W0OM. to  the  Mississippi,  from  a  wish,  not 
only  .to jarraoge  t^at  subject,  but  also  to  settle,  in 
a  definitive  manner,  the  differences  respecting 
^ke  bottadary  aad  islands  in  the  bay  of  Passama- 
^uoddy;  and  its  assent  to  the  proposed  sitpula* 
tion  of  that  boundary  was  refused,  on  account  of 
the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  the  boundaries  of 
which  might  have  been  affected  by  it.  The  un- 
dersigned cannot  agree  to  fix  the  boundary  in  that 
?[Uarter,  unless  that  of  Louisiana  be  also  provided 
or  in  the  arrangement.  They  accordingly  sub- 
mit for  consideration  the  article  on  that  subject, 
which  appears  to  have  been  agreed  on  between 
the  British  and  American  Commissioners  in  the 
mjet  of  convention  of  the  year  1807. 

In  respect  to  the  intended  revision  of  the  other 
boundaries  between  the  British  and  American 
territories,  with  the  view  to  prevent  future  uncer- 
tainty ana  dispute,  the  undersigned  propose  the 
reference  of  the  whole  subject  to  Commissioners ; 
and  they  t^resent,  accordingly,  five  articles,  drawn 
on  the  principle  formerly  adopted  by  the  two 
Powers  for  settling  the  question  respecting  the 
river  St.  Croix. 

The  article  already  agreed  on  respeetiag  the 
fedian  paciftoadon  is  included  in  the  vrtfti  of  the 
'oodersifned.  In  conformity  with  their  former 
•uggestioxn,  they  offer  another,  intended  to  re- 
strain the  hostilities,  and  to  prevent  the  employ- 
ment of  the  savages  in  war,  and  one  reoiproically 
granting  a  general  amnesty.  The  only  other  sub- 
jects which  had  been  presented  by  the  unicisifn- 
.ad.ai  ■uilahlelar  iieciifftiftn»<wefa  ihoBe«raapeolHig 
aeamei|,blMkadaf,  andiMlciaattitiaa* 

Keeping  in  view  the  detlavatioas  aaade  by 
Lord  Castlereaffh,  in  kts  ftote  <^  the20tb  of  Au- 
gust, 1812,  to  Mr.  Russell,  and  in  his  letter  of  the 
4th  of  November,  1813,  to  Mr.  Monroe,  the  un- 
dersigned propose  only  a  temporary  article,  in- 
tend^, without  affecting  the  rights  or  pretensions 
of  either  country,  to  attempt  to  accomplisbt  b; 
means  less  liable  to  vexation,  the  object  for  wbici 
impressment  has  hitherto  been  thought  necessary 
by  Qreat  Britain.    The  proposed  agreement  be- 


ing purely  conditional,  and  limited  in  duration, 
each  party  will  be  bound  only  so  far  and  so  long 
as  the  other  shall  fulfil  its  conditions,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  term  fixed  for  ihe  duration  of  the  arti- 
cle, or  whenever  cither  party  may  fail  to  perform 
his  engagement,  the  righu  of  both  wtUbe  as  valid 
and  entire  as  they  were  before  the  agreement. 

The  article  respecting  blockades  is  believed  to 
be  in  perfect  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations,  as  acknowledged  by  both  na- 
tions. The  definition  is  borrowed  from  the  trea- 
ty of  1801,  between  Great  Britain  and  Russia, 
and  the  residue  of  the  article  from  the  unratified 
treaty  of  1806,  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 

.That  relating  to  indemnities  consists  of  two 
paru;  the  first  for  irreaular  seizures,,  eaptures, 
and  condemnations,  of  American  property,. con- 
trary to  the  established  laws  and  usages  of  nations, 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war;  and 
the  second,  for  similar  irregularities,  committed 
during  the  war,  aa4  contrary  to  the  known  and 
establiahed  ueages  of  war  between  eirilisfd  na- 
tions. The. eases  of  the  firat  apply  exdnsiTely 
to  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stares,  b^ 
eause  the  causes  for  such  claims  were  theft  eon« 
fined,  by  the  relative  situation  of  the  parties,  to 
one  side.  It  is  presumed  that  the  Bntisb  Gov* 
ernment  will  itself  be  sensible,  of  the  justice  of 
making  indemnity  for  injuries  committed  hv  ita 
officers,  in  violation  of  principles.avowed  and  re- 
cognised by  itself,  particularhr  in  the  letter  from 
Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  Kins  of  the  11th  of 
April,  1801  \  and  in  that  from  Mr.  Merry  to  Mr. 
Madison  of  the  12th  of  April,  1804;  and  that  the 
same  justice  will  be  admitted  in  cases  where  the 
territorial  juriadietion  of  the  United  States  was 
violated;  aad  where  the  injuvy  was  occasioAed 
by  the  retrospective  effects  of  the  British  Ordeif 
in  Council  of  June^  1803,  as  to  the  return  from, 
contraband  voyages,  and  of  the  Orders  in  C09Q- 
eil  of  January  7, 1807. 

With  rmrd  to  the  Orders  in  Council  of  No* 
vember,  1803,  and  of  April.  1809,  the  undersigned 
will  observe,  that  these  orders  having  been  issued 
solely  on  the  ground  of  retaliation  agaiast;Fritticey 
and  their  object  having  altogether  ceased)  it  is 
jpt  to  indemnify  the  citizens  of  the  tJnita4 
States  for  losses  now  experienced  by  the  effioel 
of  meaaarea  intended  to  operate  agiaaat  the  eaeaaf 
of  Ckeat  Britain,  aad  which  fell  aimast  eptabtHT** 
ly  on  a  country  which  was  no  party,  to  the  war* 
The  United  Staiee  have  never  ceased,  «id  at 
this  time  eontinaato  demand  from  France,  iqdaa^ 
nity  for  the  lossea  they  have  ezperieneed  b(f  the 
effect  of  the  decrees  of  her  Qovernment,  in  viala* 
tion  of  the  law  of  nations. 

The  cases  of  the  second  part  of  this  article  ap- 
ply equally  to  both  belligerent  parties.  Tbey 
have  been,  during  the  war,  subjects  of  crimina- 
tion on  both  sides.  The  American  Qovernment 
can  give  no  stronger  and  more  signal  proof  of  its 
disapprobation  of  every  departure,  under  color  of 
its  authority,  from  the  established  usages  of  legit- 
imate warfare  between  civilized  nations^  tbaa  by 
tha  offer  of  mutual  repacatiop. 
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The.  article  fixing  a  iimitation  for  captures  ataea  does  nrot  seem  lo  require  anv  eomineDC. 
The  undersigned  present  their  entire  pnjet  in  this  specific  form,  with  the  full  ezpeetarioo  of  re* 
ceiving  from  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  their  explicit  answer  respecting  all  the  articles  em- 
braced in  it,  and  a  projet  also  reduced  to  specific  propositions  aod  embraciog  all  the  objects  whtcb 
they  intend  to  bring  forward. 

.   The  undersigned  renew  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  the  assurances  of  their  high  consider- 
ntioo. 

JOHN  aUINCT  ADAMS, 
J.  A.  BAYARD. 
H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
To  the  Plbnipotbntiarim  of  EKb  BrUanme  iUcf/etty,  ^. 


No.  2. 


at  a  prqjet  of  a  TYeaty  of  Peace  tubmiited  by  the  American  to  the  Brilish  PlenxpoiaUiaria 
at  Ghent,  on  the  \Oth  day  ofNotember^  1614,  and  of  the  alterations  and  propositione  made  by  tke 
latter  in  the  margin  of  the  said  projet,  returned  by  them  to  the  American  Plenipotentiaries, 

TKKATY  OF  PBAGB  AND  AUITT  BRWXBN  HIS  BBITANNIO  MAJUTT  AMD  THB  UMITKD  BIATE8  <»  AMIEICA. 


His  Britannic  Majestf  and  lli^  United  States  of 
America,  desirous  of  terminating  the  war  which  has 
unhappily  snbsistad  between  the  two  countries,  and  of 
lestorina,  upon  principles  of  perftct  redprocitj,  peace, 
friendship,  and  good  understanding  between  them, 
have,  for  that  purpose,  appointed  their  respective  pleni- 
potentiaries, that  is  to  say,  His  Britannic  Majesty,  on 
his  part,  has  appointed  the  Right  Honorable  James 
Loro  Gambler,  Admiral  of  the  Whita  Squadron  of 
His  Msjesty's  fleet ;  Henry  Goulburn,  Esq.,  a  member 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  Under  Secretary  of 
Stata,  and  William  Adams,  Esquire,  Doctor  of  Civil 
Laws ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  has 
appointed  John  Quincy  Adams,  James  A.  Bayard, 
Henry  Clay,  Jonathan  Russell,  and  Albert  Gallatin, 
citisens  of  the  United  States,  who,  after  a  reciprocal 
communication  of  their  respective  full  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

AaTicLx  1. 
There  shall  be  a  firm  and  universal  peace  between 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween their  respective  countries,  territories,  cities, 
towns,  and  people,  of  every  degree,  without  exception 
of  n)  persons  or  places.  All  hostilities,  both  by  sea 
and  land,  shall  immediately  cease ;  (2)  all  prisonere 
on  bath  sides  shall  he  set  at  liberty,*  All  territory, 
places,  and  possessions,  without  exception,  taken  by 
(8)  either  party  yrom  (4)  the  other  during  the  war,  or 
which  may  be  taken  after  the  signing  of  this  treaty, 
shall  be  restored  without  delay  and  without  causing 
any  destruction,  or  carrying  away  any  artillery  or 
other  public  property,  or  any  slaves  (6)  or  other  pri- 
irato  property ;  (6)  and  all  archives,  records^  deeds» 
and  papers,  either  of  a  public  nature  or  belonging  to 
nrivato  peiaons,  which,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  may 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  either  par- 
ty, shall  be  (7)  forthwith  restored,  and  delivered  to  the 
jproper  authorities  and  penK>ns  to  whom  they  respect- 
ively belong. 

AaricLs  2. 
Immediately  after  the  respective  ratifications  of  this 
treaty,  (2)  orders  shall  be  sent  to  the  armies,  squad- 
rons, officers,  subjects,  and  citizens  of  the  two  Powers, 
to  cesse  from  all  hostilities;  and  to  prevent  all  causes 
of  complaint  which  might  arise  on  account  of  the 


British  Alterations. 

The  following  marginal  remarks  snd  alterations 
were  made  and,  proposed  by  the  British  Plenipotea- 
tiaries. 

Note^ — ^It  is  proposed  to  omit  altogether  the  wordb 
that  are  underl' 


(1)  Places  or 

(2)  after  the  exchange  of  the  rattficationa  as  hem- 
after  mentioned. 

*  It  is  thought  more  advisable  that  the  provision  le- 
specttng  prisoners  of  war  should  be  the  sobject  of  a 
separate  article.  The  draught  of  an  artide  on  tUi 
subject  is  subjoined. 

(8)  belonging  to 

(4)  and  taken  by 

<6)  of  the 

(6)  originally  captured  fai  the  said  forts  sr  pfaeaa,  and 
which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  ezchaiBga  af  the 
ratifications  of  this  treaty. 

(7)  as  for  as  may  be  pfacticaUe. 


(2)  shall  be  exchanged. 
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priaM  whieh  mvf  be  tolran  at  Mik,  aftnr  the  (8)  Mgning 
of  this  treaty,  it  is  reciprooally  agreed  that  the  ▼eaaela 
and  efleele  which  maj  be  taken  in  the  channel,  and  in 
•  the  JNonh  eeaa  afker  the  cpace  of  — *-,  from  (1)  that 
of  the  eignature  hereol^  ohall  be  restored  on  each  side; 
that  the  tern  shall  be  — >  fiom  the  channel  and  the 
North  seat  to  the  Canary  islands  indnsivelj,  (8)  who- 
tiier  in  the  ocean  or  the  Mediterranean,  of  «-—  Ikom 
the  said  Canary  islands  to  the  equinoctial  line^  or 
E^ator,  and  of  -— *  in  all  other  parte  of  the  world 
without  exception. 

«  Abticlb  8. 

Whereoi  that  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the 
dommume  of  Hu  Britannic  Mt^eaty  in  North  Amer^ 
tea  and  those  of  the  United  StaUe^from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  St.  Croix  (at  the  said  mouth  ufos  ascertamoi 
by  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose^) 
to  the  Bay  of  Fundy^  has  not  yet  hem  regulated  and 
determined/  and  whereas  the  respective  rights  and 
ehdms  of  His  Britannic  Mt^esty  and  of  the  United 
States  to  the  severat  islands  tn  the  Bay  of  Passama- 
auoddy  and  to  theisland  of  Grand  Menan^  have  never 
heen  finally  adjusted  and  determined^  the  said  islands 
being  claimed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  as  h/- 
injr  within  twenty  leagues  of  their  shores^  and  south 
of  a  line  drawn  due  eaetfrom  the  mouth  af  the  river 
St.  Croix .'  and  on  the  port  of  His  Britannic  Mt^esty 
as  having  beent  at  or  before  the  former  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  two  countries,  within  the  limits  of  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  In  order,  therefore,  finally 
to  decide  these  several  questions,  it  is  agreed  that  th^ 
shall  be  referred  to  three  Commissioners,  to  be  ap- 
pointed  in  the  following  manner,  viz  ,•  one  Commis* 
oioner  shall  be  (mpointed  by  His  Britannic  Mtgesty, 
and  one  by  the  fresident  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  and 
the  said  two  Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  choose 
a  third,'  and,  if  they  cannot  agree,  they  shall  each 
propose  one  person  /  and  of  the  two  names  so  proposed 
one  shall  be  drawn  by  lot,  in  the  presence  of  the  two 
original  Commissioners.  And  the  thru  Commission' 
ers  so  anpointed  shall  be  sworn  impartially  to  exam- 
ine ana  decide  the  said  jueetions,  according  to  such 
evidence  as  shaU  respectively  be  laid  before  them,  on 
the  part  of  thf  British  Government  ana  af  the  United 
States.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  meet  at  — ^^i 
imd  shall  have  power  to  adioum  to  such  other  place  or 
places  as  they  mall  think  fit.  The  said  Commission- 
ore,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall,  by  a  declaration  tm- 
der  their  hands  and  seals,  determine  the  boundary 
aforesaid,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Croix  to 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  decide  to  which  of  the  two 
eontraAng  parties  the  several  islands  afiresaid  do 
reopoetivehf  odpng,  m  conformity  with  the  true  intent 
of  the  former  treafy  of  peace.  And  both  parties  agru 
to  consider  ouch  dedswn  as  final  and  eonehmve. 


(3)  exchange  of  ratifications. 

(1)  the  period  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 


(8)  The  same  term  of  — ^  for  all  parts  of  the  Med- 
iterranean. 


AaTicLi  3. 
Whereas^  it  was  stipulated  by  the  second  article  in 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  between  His  Britannic 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States  should  eomprshend  '**sM 
islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores 
of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  linee  to  ho 
drawn  doe  east  from  the  points  where  the  aibreeaid 
boundaries^  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part  and 
East  Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respectiYely  touch  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  exoepting 
such  islands  as  now  or  heretofore  have  been  within  tbo 
limits  of  Nova  Sebtia."  And  whereas  olaims  hare 
been  made  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Statee  to 
certain  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  which  said  isl- 
ands are  claimed  as  belonging  to  His  Britannic  Majee* 
ty,  as  having  been  at  the  time  and  previous  to  the 
aforesaid  Treaty  of  1783,  within  the  limits  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia.  In  order,  therefore,  finally  fe» 
decide  upon  these  daims,  it  is  agreed  that  th^  shaU 
be  refened  to  two  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  in 
the  following  manner,  viz :  one  Commissioner  shall  ho 
appointed  by  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  one  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  and  the  mid  two 
Commissioners  so  appointed  shall  be  sworn  impartially 
to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  said  claims,  according 
to  such  evidence  as  shall  be  laid  beforo  them  on  tbo 

girt  of  Hb  Britannic  Majeety  and  of  the  United 
tates,  respectively.    The  saidf  Conunimioners  shall 

meet  at ,  and  ahall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  suck 

other  phMe  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit.  The  said 
Commissioners  shall,  by  a  dedaration  er  report  undsr 
ttMir  hands  and  seals,  dedde  to  which  of  the  two  eoa* 
tracting  pertiee  the  several  idanda  aforeeaid  do  leepeet- 
ively  belong,  in  conformity  with  the  true  intent  of  the 
said  Tieaty  of  Peace  of  1783;  and  if  the  said  Com- 
missioners shall  agree  in  their  decision,  both  parties 
shall  consider  such  decision  final  and  condnsive. 

It  is  further  agreed  that,  in  the  event  of  the  two 
Commissioners  differing  upon  all  or  any  of  the  matters 
so  referred  to  them,  or  in  the  event  of  both  or  either 
of  the  eaid  Commissioners  reAising  or  dedining,  or 
wilfully  omitting  to  act  as  such,  they  chdl  make, 
jointly  or  separatdy,  a  report  or  reports^  as  well  to  the 
Government  of  His  Britannic  Msjesty  as  to  that  of 
the  United  States,  stating  in  detail  the  points  on  which 
they  di£br,  and  the  grounde  upon  which  their  reepect- 
ive  opinions  have  been  formed,  or  the  grounds  upon 
which  they,  or  either  of  them,  have  so  refueed,  de- 
clined, or  omitted  to  act.  And  Hb  Britannic  Majeety 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  hereby  agreo 
to  refor  the  report  or  reports  of  the  eaid  Commission* 
ere  to  eome  friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  to  be  then 
named  for  that  purpoee,  and  who  shall  be  requeeted  to 
dedde  on  the  dilfereneee  which  may  be  stated  in  the 
eaid  report  or  reports,  or  upon  the  report  of  one  Com- 
■usaioner^  together  with  the  grooade  apon  which  tho 
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Artioks  4, 

WiMraw,  neitli«r  thai  paint  of  the  Highluidib  lyinff 
4«8  aevth  ftom  the  loiiroe  of  the  riTer  8t  Croix,  cad 
toignated  in  tiie  former  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
fm^  ¥<imenj  ae  the  noitfawett  anfle  of  Nova  Seetia, 
nor  die  iMrthweetemmoet  head  of  Conaectient  riTW, 
hai  yet  been  aacertained ;  and  whereas- that  part  of  the 
boaiidaix  ^^  between  the  domdnioni  of  the  two  Povr- 
ciK^  whidi  extends  from  the  sonroe  of  the  river  St. 
Oioix,  direotly,  north  te  the  abov^-mentioned  noitk- 
weak  angle  of  Nova  Boolia,  thence  along  the  said 
Highlandi  which  divide  those  livers  that  empty  them- 
selves into  the>  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  wfaieh 
AA  into  ^tuo  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  nerthweetermnosl 
hei4  of  Connecticut  rives,  thence  down  along  the  mid* 
dfe  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  hjA' 
tnde»  thence  by  a  line  due  west  on  said  latttnde,  uatft 
it  strikes  the  river  Ivo^nois,  or  Cataraqny,  has  not  ynC 
beea  earveyed ;  it  ia  agreed  that  for  these  sevend  pQ«- 
po*a  (1)  ikne  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed^ 
gwota,  (mnOmiiB  mutandu,)  and  aothorined  to  act  ex* 
aetty  la  the  manner  directed,  with  reapect  to  those 
Aentioned  in  the  next  precedtog  aitide.  (5h  The 
add  Commlssioaeiashalf  oMct  at  .-*-^,  and  shall  havet 
power  to  adjoora  to  such  other  fla'oe  or  place*  as  thejr 
mil  think  fit.  The  said  Co^imwaionenb  or'ii  nugority^ 
of  them,  shall  have  power  to  ascertain  and  determine 
Ifctf  poinu  abovementioned,  in  conformity  with  the  pro* 
^isione  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace,  (3)  and  shall 
«MMe  the  betlndaffv  afonsaid,  from  the  sonroe  of  the 
river  St.  Croix  to  Oe  river  Iroooeis,  or  Catanqny,  to 
be  sarveyed  and  marieed  according  to  the  said  provis- 
iMis.  The  aaid  Commissieners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
sball  make  a  map  of  the  said  boundaiy,  and  Miaex  ta 
it  a  dedaratioa  aader  theis  hands  aad  esals,  certiiyiBfr 
it  to  be  the  trae  map  of  the  said  boaadavy,  aad  par- 
iSoalarianf  the  latitnde  and  longitnde  of  the  aorth- 
WMt  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  of  the  northwastsmmeet 
Ikead  of  Goanecticnt  river,  and  of  sack  other  points  of 
the  add  boandaiy  as  they  may  deem  proper.  And 
both  paitiee  agree  to  consider  each  map  aad  decknr»* 
tiea  as  finally  and  coaclasively  fixiag  the  said  bound- 

Aawie&a  fiw 

Whereas,  by  the  former  Treaty  of  Peace,  that  pertioa 
of  the  boandaiy  of  the  United  States,  from  the  poiat 
vfbeia  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitnde  strikes  the 
rifM  bo^ftoie,  of  Cataraquy,  to  the  Lake  Superior  wag 
dMlered  to  be,  **  Along  the  middle  of  aaid  river  inta 
IiAke  Oatarioi  fttfoagh  the  mid^e  of  said  kko  uatil  it 
atrikea  the  eomaraaicatioa  by  vroter  betweea  that  lake 
aad  Lake  Erie;  theuee,  akMig  the  middle  gf  said  oom- 
B,  iat»  Lake  Brie,  tiuough  the  middle  of  and 


other  Gomariiiioaar  shall  have  eo  liftwod,  i 
ota1ttedtoaet,eathoeaaoni«ybeL  AadiftkaCoM- 
adarioner  so  lafrudng,  doettniag^  or  oanltiav  to  ac^ 
shaH  sleo  wlUhUy  omit  to  elite  the  geoaads  apoH  wbacii 
he  has  so  doae^  in  each  maaaer  that  the  aaid  atot^ 
UMiit  mi^  bo  refonad  to  sadi  ftieadly  i 
Stale,  together  vrith  the  report  of  aoob  ettm  i 
sioner,  then  saoh  Soveiaiga  or  State  shall 
Mtrfeapoa  tho  said  report  sloae^  and  ffia  ] 
Mi^ty  aad  the  Oovernmeat  of  tiie  United  f 
gage  to  consider  the  dedsbn  of  each  ftisadlf  I 
eign  or  State  to  be  final  aad  eonduaive  on  all  tho  mat- 
ters so  refoired. 

AaviOLa  4. 


(I)  Two 


(It)  aalam  otbevwise  speciftid  ia  te  prflontaitida. 


(8)  1788 


(4)  Aad  ia  tba  eeeat  of  tha  aaid  «Na 
enrdiftriag,  or  both  or  eidior  of  them  refQsiag,do- 
efintag,  or  wiUbHy  omittiag  to  ac^  such  repoiH  dca> 
haadons,  or  statemcats,  shall  be  made  by  them,  er 
either  of  tkam,  aad  such  Mforenoe  to  a  frieadiy  Soieo- 
eign  or  State, fhall  bo  made  in  afl  rsapecte  asm  the 
hitter  part  of  tho  ddrd  article  is  coataiaed^  —  ^  ^  — 
fttUamaaaevasif  die 


Articls  6b 
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(3)  unlMotherwiMifMiilid  ia  this  pMtiit  ii«idik 

!4)  Teport  or 
6)  tM  treaty  of  178a 

(6)  dorignfttiMi  and 

(7)  And  in  the  ovtnt  of  the  Mid  two  Oommkltfcniiri 
diSmng»  or  both,  or  either  of  them,  reftiiing,  dedinin|^ 
or  witfUlj  omitting  to  act,  sneh  reports,  declttttiotti^ 
or  stetomeiite  ehall  be  made  by  them,  or  either  of  ^a^ 
wkA  aach  nferanoe  to  a  fiiendly  Sovereign  or  Btefti 
ehali  be  made,  in  all  reqpecta,  as  in  the  latter  pari  of 

the  third  artide  ii  contained,  and  in  as  foil  a 

as  if  the  same  was  herein  repeated. 


(I) 


lake,  nnttlit  aiiiTes  at  the  water  eommunieatiott  into 
the  Lake  Hnron;  thence,  through  the  middle  of  said 
lake  to  the  water  communication  between  that  lake 
and  Lake  Superior."  And  wheieas  doubts  haroariaen 
what  was  the  middle  of  said  river,  lakea,  and  water 
communications,  and  whether  certain  islands  lying  in 
the  same  were  within  the  dominions  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  or  of  the  United  States :    In  order,  therefore, 

finallT  to  decide  these  guesUons^  (1)  they  shall  be  re-        (1)  doubts  (t)  «wo 

ftrred  to  (2)  three  Commissioners,  to  be  appointed, 
awom,  (ffiu/o^M  mutancUe)  and  auUiorised  to  act,  ex- 
actly in  the  manner  directed  with  respeet  to  these  men- 
tioned in  the  next  preceding  article.  (3)  The  said 
Commitsioners  shall  meet,  in  the  first  instance,  at  — -, 
and  shall  haTc  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or 
places  as  thoT  shall  think  fit.  The  said  Commission- 
en,  or  a  maiorky'ot  them,  ihaU,  by  a  (4)  declaration, 
under  their  handa  iad  seals,  deagaate  the  boundary 
through  the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water  communicap. 
taons,  and  decide  to  which  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
tiea  the  several  iriands  lying  within  the  said  riven, 
lakes,  and  water  communications,  do  respectively  be- 
long, in  conformity  vrith  the  true  intent  of  the  (6) 
farmer  Treaty  of  Peace.  And  both  partiea  agree  to 
coniider  such  (6)  decision  as  teal  and  conclusive.  (7) 

Anmcsa  6.  AanDiia  6. 

It  iviwthar  agrsed,  that  the^aiftd  (1)  lasl  meBttaad 
OommisBiDaen^  alter  tiny  shatt  bavie  enooted  the  d«» 
tifla  aaaigned  to  thetti  in  the  pwueding  artieiei'ihnB  bc^ 
aadt  Hiey,  or  a.  majmity  of  theaiiy  are  ieael^,  anthiniasiit 
wpon  tiMir  otiths»  iaspartialiy  to  fix  and  duteimine,  ao* 
cording  to  the  treeinleotof  «haeaidybfWi^(9)Tfeaity 
of  Peace,  that  part  of  Hm  boundary  between  the  domui* 
ioM  of  tho  two  Powers,  which  extenda  torn  the  vratet 
comnranioatMtt  hen^mmk  Lake  Humm  and  Lake  8npe« 
iter  to  the  moat  noiUiaPHstanr  point  of  the  LdD»  of  tb^ 
Woods;  tadecid*towhicbof  thetwofBflicaitfaaaevi 
end  liiMBda  lying  in  die*  hJtoa^  water  communieatiDns, 
etnd  rivets,  fomrinfftb^aaid  bomdaisrf  do  rsspeotMy 
bekmg,  in  emfonadly  with  Ihe  trae  intent  ei  tho  eaid 
/ifwwr 'nffaty  of  Peaea,  (If)  and  to  eanae  swA  parte  of 
Ibo  aald  bouadary  as  To^ruifa  it  to  bo  wmxfgftd  and 
narked.  The  said  Comminioneia,  or  a  mtjori^  of 
then,  sbttU,  by  a  (4)  dectaratien  under  their  bands  and 
seals,  designate  the  bonndaiy  aforesaid,  etale  tbei»do« 
dsions  on  the  (5)  quettums  thus  referred  to  them,  and 
particularize  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  most 
northwestern  point  of  th»  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  of 
such  other  (6)  poinU  on  the  said  boundary  as  they 
may  deem  proper.  And  both  parties  agree  to  consider 
such  (7)  decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  (8) 

Aeticjui  7.  AnmctK  7. 

The  several  Boards  of  (1)  Commissioners  mentioned        (I)  two 
in  the  four  preceding  artidea  shall,  respectively,  have 
power  to  appoint  a  secretary,  and  to  employ  such  sur- 
veyors or  other  persons  as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 
Duphcates  of  (2)  their  respective  (3}  declarations  (4)        (! 
and  dedsions  of  the  statement  C6)  of  tneir  accounts  and        (i 
of  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  shall  be  delivered 
by  them  to  the  agents  of  His  Britannic  Majeety,  and 
the  agents  oi  the  United  States,  who  may  be  respect- 
ively appointed  and  authorized  to  manage  the  buaweas 
on  behalf  of  their  respective  Qovemments.    The  said 
Commissioners  shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such  man* 
ner  aa  aball  be  kgreed  between  the  two  (0)  paities»auch        (6)  eonttucting 


(%}  of  17B« 


(8)  of  1789 

C*) 


(6^  points 

(6)  parts  of 

(7)  designation  and 

(8)  And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  Commissionen 
differing,  or  both,  or  either  of  them,  refusing,  declining, 
or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  dedarationa, 
or  statements  shall  be  made  by  them,  or  either  of  them, 
and  such  reference  to  a  Meodly  Sovereign  or  State 
shall  be  made,  in  all  respects,  as  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  third  artide  is  oontained,  and  in  as  fWI  a  manner 
aa  if  tha  same  waa  bersin  repeated. 


all    (8)  reports 
and 


(4)  itetementa 
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•greement  baing  to  be  settled  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty.  And  all  other 
•xpenses  attending  the  said  commissions  shall  be  de- 
frayed (7)  jointly  by  the  two  parties,  the  same  being 
prtviowly  decertttined  and  allowed  by  tke  nu^oritjf  of 
the  Commissioners.  And  in  the  case  of  death,  sick- 
ness, resignation,  or  necessary  absence,  the  place  of 
every  such  Commissioner,  respectively,  shall  be  sup- 
plied in  the  same  manner  as  such  Commissioner  was 
first  sppumted ;  and  the  new  Commissioner  shall  take 
the  same  oath  or  affirmation,  and  do  the  same  duties. 

It  is  further  sgreed  between  the  two  (8)  parties,  that 
lA  case  any  of  the  islands  mentioned  in  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding articles  which  were  in  the  possession  of  one  of 
the  parties  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war  between  the  two  countries,  should,  by  the  decision 
of  any  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  aforesaid,  (9) 
fidl  within  the  dominions  of  the  other  party,  all  grants 
pf  land  made  preYions  to  that  time  by  the  party  hanng 
htd  such  possession,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  sudi  island 
or  islands  had,  by  such  decision  or  decisions^  been  ad- 
judged to  be  within' the  donunions  of  the  party  having 
liad  such  possession. 


Abticu  6. 

H  is  agreed  that  a  line  drmon  due  north  or  south, 
(as  the  ease  may  be,^  from  the  most  northwestern 
point  of  the  Lake  of  t tie  Woods^  until  it  shailinterseet 
the  forty 'ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude^  and  from  the 
point  of  such  intersection,  due  west  along  and  with  the 
said  parallel,  shall  be  the  ditfiding  Une  between  His 
JUafesty's  territories  and  those  of  the  United  States  to 
the  westward  of  the  said  lake,  as  far  as  the  said  re- 
speetiDe  territories  extend  in  that  quarter,  and  that  the 
said  Une  shall  to  thai  extent  form  the  southern  boun^ 
dory  of  His  Majesty's  said  territories,  and  the  northern 
boMidary  of  the  said  territories  of  the  United  States,* 
Promded,  that  nothing  in  the  present  article  shall  be 
construed  to  extend  to  the  nortawest  coast  of  America, 
or  to  the  territories  belonging  to,  or  claimed  by,  either 
party  on  the  continent  of  America  to  the  westward  af 
the  Stony  Mountains. 


{7)  equally 


(8)  coBtractiiig 


(9)  or  of  the  Sovereign  or  State  so  refemd  lo,  i 
many  of  the  praoading  artidee  cuntaiaed^ 


A^TICLB  8. 

It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  due  weat  Iran  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  along  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north 
latitude,  ahall  be  the  line  of  demarcatiott  between  His 
Britannic  Mi^esty's  lerritories  and  those  of  the  United 
States  to  the  westward  of  the  said  lake,  so  ftr  as  tha 
teriritories  of  the  United  States  extend  in  that  gnartsr ; 
and  the  said  line  shall,  U>  that  extent,  Ibrm  the  coocbem 
boundaiT  of  His  Britannie  Majesty'*  tenilMies«  and 
the  noruunrn  boundary  of  the  lemlones  of  the  United 
States.  It  bemg  always  distiacHy  understood,  that 
nothing  in  the  present  article  ahall  be  constmed  to  ax* 
tend  to  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  or  to  temtories 
belonging  to,  or  claimed  by,  either  party  on  the  oottti*> 
nent  of  America  westward  of  the  Stony  Monntaina; 
(and  it  is  further  agreed  the  sulgecto  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  shall  at  all  times  have  aooeas)  Iroa  His  Bik^ 
aaaic  Majesty's  territories*  by  land  or  inland  naviga- 
tion, into  the  aforesaid  territories  of  the  United  SCatoa 
to  the  river  Mississippi*  with  their  goods,  efleels,  and 
merchandise,  and  that  His  Britannic  Majesty's  siib- 
jecta  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  free  navigation  of  the 


Abticlx  9. 

The  United  States  of  America  engage  to  put  an  end, 
immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty, 
to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians 
with  whom  they  may  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such 
ratification,  and  forthwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes  or 
nations  respectively  all  the  possessions,  righto,  and 
privileges,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or  been  enti- 
tled to,  in  1811,  previous  to  such  hostilities. 

Provided,  always.  That  such  tribes  or  nations  shall 
agree  to  desifet  from  all  hostilities  against  the  United 
States  of  America,  their  citizens  and  subjecta,  upon 
the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty  being  notified  to 
•uch  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  desist  accordingly. 

And  His  Britannic  Mijesty  engages  on  his  part  to 
put  an  end,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the 
present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  na- 
tions of  Indians  with  whom  he  may  be  at  war  at  the 
time  of  such  ratification,  and  forthwith  to  restora  to 
nnch  tribes  or  nations  rei(pectiTely  all  the  possessions^ 


Abticls  9. 


Approved. 
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rightf,  and  priTileget,  which  they  may  have  enjeyed  or 
bMO  entitled  to  in  1811,  previona  to  each  hoetilitiea. 

Prwidedt  ahoays.  That  each  trthee  or  nations  shall 
agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty  and  his  subjects,  UDon  the  ratification  of 
the  present  treaty  being  notified  to  each  tribes  or  na> 
tioBs,  and  shall  so  desist  aooordingty. 

Abticlx  10. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  shall, 
by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  reatrain  the  Indians 
living  within  their  respective  dominions  from  commit- 
ting hostilities  against  the  territory,  citixens,  or  sub- 
jeete  of  the  other  party.  And  both  Powers  also  agree, 
and  mutually  pledge  themselves,  if  at  any  time  war 
should  unhappily  break  out  between  them»  not  to  em- 
ploy any  Indians,  nor  to  admit  of  their  aid  and  co- 
operation in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the 
other  party. 

Abticls  H. 

Etch  party  shall  elfoctually  exclude  firom  its  naval 
and  commercial  service  all  seamen,  aeafariiig  or  other 
persons,  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  party,  not 
naturaliied  by  the  respective  Governments  of  the  two 
parties  before  the day  of ^. 

Seamen  or  other  persons,  subjects  of  either  party, 
who  shall  desert  from  public  or  private  ships  or  ves- 
••la,  shall,  when  found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either 
party,  be  surrendered,  provided  they  bo  demanded 
witlun  — — ^  from  the  time  of  their  deeertion. 

No  person  whatever  shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  and 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  either  party,  be  demanded 
or  taken  out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  te  the  sub- 
jecU  or  dttiens  of  one  of  the  parties,  by  the  public  or 
private  armed  ahipe  or  vessels  belonging  to,  or  in  the 
service  of  the  other,  unless  such  person  be  at  the  time  in 
the  actual  employment  of  an  enemy  of  such  other  party. 

This  article  ^all  continue  in  Ibrce  for  the  term  of 
— — •  years.  Nothing  in  this  article  contained  shall  be 
oonatroed  thereafter  to  allbci  or  impair  the  rights  of 
either  party. 

Abticlx  18. 

If  either  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  hereafter  be  , 
engaged  in  war  against  any  third  Power,  to  which  wsr 
the  other  of  the  parties  shall  remain  neutral,  it  is  agreed 
that  every  vessel  of  the  neutral  perty,  sailing  for  a  port 
or  place  belonging  to  the  enemy  of  the  belligerent, 
without  knowing  that  the  same  is  besieged,  blockaded, 
or  invested,  may  be  turned  away  from  such  port  or  place, 
hot  shall  not  be  detained,  nor  her  cargo,  if  not  contra- 
band, be  confiscated,  unless,  after  such  notice,  she 
shall  again  attempt  to  enter;  but  she  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  go  to  any  other  port  or  place  she  may  think 
proper.  Nor  shaU  any  vessel  or  goods  of  either  party, 
that  may  have  entered  into  such  port  or  place  before 
the  same  was  besieged,  blockaded,  or  invested  by  the 
other,  and  be  found  therein  after  Uie  redaction  or  sur- 
render of  such  place,  be  liable  to  confiscation,  but  shall 
be  restored  to  the  proprietors  thereof;  and  in  order  to 
determine  what  characterises  a  blockaded  port,  that 
denomination  is  given  only  to  a  port  where  there  is, 
by  the  disposition  of  the  Piwer  which  attocks  it  with 
ships stetionaxy  or  sufiidentlynear, an  evident  danger 
in  entering. 

Abtiolb  18. 

It  is  agreed  that  indemnity  shall  be  mads  by  His 
Britannic  Majesty  to  the  dtiMBs  oi  the  United  Stotas 


Abtxclb  10. 


InadmisriUe. 


Abtic&s  11. 


Inadmissible. 


AvnciM  IS. 


Abticu  18. 


ISM 
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§K  all  loMM  and  dmmagv  nuUined  bj  them  daring  the 
late  war.  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  preaent  war,  by  reaaon  of 
irregnler  or  illegal  captnrea,  aeisarea,  or  condemnationa 
of  ▼easela  and  other  property,  under  color  of  authoritf , 
oontjrary  to  the  known  and  eatabliahed  ralea  of  the  kw 
of  nations. 

And  it  is  also  agreed,  that  indemnity  riiall  be  made 
bj  each  of  the  contraetiDf  pMim  to  the  anMecta  or 
citizens  of  the  other  party,  for  all  loesea  end  damages 
•ostained  subeeqaent  to  the  commencement  of  Uie 
pnsent  war,  by  reason  of  the  seiznre  or  condemnation 
of  the  vessels  or  cargoes  belonging  to  the  subjects  or 
citisens  of  the  one  party,  which*  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  commerce,  happened,  at  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities, to  be  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party,  and  by 
reason  of  the  destruction  of  unfortified  towns,  and  the 
pillage  or  destraotion  of  private  property,  and  the  en- 
ticement and  carrying  away  of  negroes,  contrary  to  the 
known  and  established  rules  and  usages  of  war  between 
citUiaed  nations. 

It  is  agreed  that,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
indemnities  due  by  each  contracting  party,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  this  article,  Commis- 
abners  shaU  be  ajppointed  in  the  following  manner, 
viz :  one  Commissioner  shall  be  named  by  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  and  one  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate thereof,  and  the  said  two  Commissioners  shall 
agree  in  the  choice  of  e  third ;  or,  if  they  cannot  agree, 
they  shall  each  propose  one  DerMn«  and  of  the  two 
names  so  proposed  one  shall  be  taken  by  lot,  in  tibe 
presence  of  the  two  original  Commissioners,  and  the 
three  Commiisioners  thus  appointed  shall  be  sworn, 
and  authorized,  and  empowered,  impartially  to  exam- 
ine into  all  such  claims  and  complamts,  and  to  deter- 
mine the  indemnities  which  may  be  justly  due  for  the 
same. 

The  said  Commissioners  shall  meet  at  ^-— ,  and 
ahall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or 
places  as  ihey  shall  think  fit;  they  ahall  also  have 
power  to  appoint  a  secretary,  swear  and  examine  wit- 
nesses^ and  have  all  assistance  and  £ualities  necessary 
to  eifiBct  the  object  of  their  appointment 

Hie  award  ^the  aaid  Commissionen,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  ahall  in  all  cases  be  final  and  concluaive,  both  - 
as  to  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  claimant  and  claimants. 

And  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
agree  and  undertake  to  cause  the  sums  so  awarded  to 
be  due  by  them  respectively,  to  be  paid  in  specie  to 
such  claimant  and  claimants  without  deduction,  and  at 
anch  place  or  places,  time  or  times,  as  shaQ  be  awarded 
by  the  Commissioners. 

Akticsx  14. 

It  is  also  agreed,  that  no  person  or  persons  residing 
within  the  dominions  of  one  of  the  parties,  who  may 
have  taken  part  with  the  other  party  in  the  war  be- 
twten  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  shall,  on 
that  account,  be  prosecated,  molested,  or  annoyed, 
either  in  his  person  or  property,  and  that  all  such  per- 
sons disposed  to  remove  into  the  dominions  of  the 
other  party,  shall  be  allowed  the  term  of  —  months 
fireely  to  seD  their  property,  of  every  nature  and  de^ 
acription  whatever,  and  to  remove  aoeordingly 


Inadmiaaible. 
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jBtftolfafiff  MJbr  Ch^at  BHkdh:, 


AsnOLB  16. 

(1)  WaflhiagtODy  wiUi  all  practicable  dwpaicb. 

(2)  Practicabla. 


Mritttt  15. 

ThiaTrtatj,  wfanii  the  same  diallhavobatti  ratified 
on  both  Adaa^  and  the  rtspedwe  fatificatums  mutnaiiy 
aichanged,  ihall  be  binduig  on  both  parties  and  tbn 
ratificationa  tbaU  be  ezohanged  at  (1)  in  the 

nmoe  of  — — -  montha  Irom  tbda  day,  or  uoner  if  sot* 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  Plenipotentia- 
riei,  have  ngned  thia  Treaty,  and  have  thereunto 
affixed  our  aeals. 

Bone  at  Ghent,  thia  — — -  day  of  — ^  one  tbonaand 
eight  hmdred  and  fbnrteen. 

BNtttght  ef'ariide  U  ht  imerted  inmtdittidy  after 
artiek  %  of  the  Ametiean  proftt. 
All  prisoners  of  war,  taken  on  either  side,  as  well  by  • 
hnd  as  by  sea,  shall  be  nstored  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  the  ratifications  of  this  Trea^  shall  have  been  ex- 
changed, on  their  psytog  the  debts  which  they  may 
bave  contracted  daring  their  captivity.  The  two  eon* 
tra<i^g  panies  respectively  engage  to  discharge  in 
specie  the  advanoes  which  may  have  been  made  by  the 
other,  for  the  sosteaance  and  maiateiianee  of  sneh 
prifeonera. 

Tme  cbpy  of  the  profet  Mibmitted  by  the  American  to  tha  British  Ministenr;  and  also  of  the  marginal 
changes,  propositiobs,  and  remarlu^  made  by  the  latter  on  returning  their  answer  to  the  American  Ministera' 
nete  commtmicating  said  tmffet  of  a  Treaty^ 

OHRI8T0PHER  HXJGHE0,  J*., 
Seereiaty  ef  Amariam  MMwi  Exira$rdifU»^, 


No.  3. 
Tbs  British  to  the  American  Miniaters. 

QHBirr,  November  20, 1814. 

Tha  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  and  profet  ef  a  Treaty  of  Peaoe,  present^ 
ed  by  the  Amerioau  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  lOth 
hiataat. 

The  undersigned  are  of  opinion  that  the  moat 
coBveofeat  coarse  for  lliem  to  adopt  will  be  to  re- 
tarn  thjB<  prejetf  with  their  marginal  alterations 
and  suggestiooa  oof  the  aeveral  articles  of  which 
it  is  comodsed.  The  existing  diflerences  between 
the  two  Qo^eriimeato  wiH  thus  be  brought  more 
immediately  in  view,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  by 
eonfioing  the  discussiooa  to  one  projei]  the  nego- 
tiations may  sooner  he  brouffht  to  a  favorable 
eonciasion.  ¥he  first  part  of  the  tenth  article 
appears  to  be  unnecessary^  and  the  stipulation 
contained  in  the  whole  of  at  altogether  inadmis- 
sible. Though  His  Majesty's  Government  sin- 
cerely hopes  that  a  renewal  of  the  war  between 
His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  may  be  far 
distant,  yet  the  undersigned  cannot  consent  to 
enter  into  any  engagement  as  to  what  shall  be 
the  conduct  of  their  Government  if  such  a  war 
should  unfortunately  occur. 

With  respect  to  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  ar- 
ticles, His  Majesty's  Govemmlint  has  strongly 
mafQifeslcd  its  svacere  disposition  to  the  speedy 
restovatioik  of  pea<;e,  by  agreeing,  under  all  the 
prestBt  circumstances,  to  coneuide  th«  treaty 
wishoQt  any  stipulation  on  the  points  t»  whfeb 
fhaseartieles  relate.  No  advantage  can  aHse  from 
entering  into  discussions,  upon  a  suocessful  re- 
salt  of  whieh  the  American  Pienipoleiitiaries 


have  stated  more  than  once  that  they  will  not 
make  theooBclasion  of  the  peace  at  all  t^  depends. 

With  respect  to  the  thirteenth  article,  the  i»^ 
demnifications  proposed  by  it,  as  applied  to  the 
aetval  circiHnsrances  of  the  war,  are  so  o»preee* 
denied  and  objeotiooable,  that  anjr  fut ther  perse« 
veranee  of  the  American  Plenipoteatiaries  in 
requiring  them  is  not  anticipated  by  the  vnde^ 
sigoed :  if,  however,  contrary  to  ezpeetatton,  in* 
demaifiealioas  of  this  kind  should  be  required,  all 
hope  of  bringing  the  negotiatiotts  to  a  favorable 
issue  must  prore  abortive.  The  underrigned  ara 
instructed  explicitly  to  declare  that  as  their  Gtov- 
emment  makes  no  chum  on  account  of  losses  sns* 
tained  bv  British  subjects  arising  out  of  a  way 
declared  by  the  United  States,  so  neither  ean  their 
Government  anree  to  make  compensation  for 
losses  sustained  in  such  a  v^ar  by  the  Ameri^n 
people. 

The  undersigned  are,  however,  willing  to  agree 
to  a  stipulation  by  which  it  shall  be  provided  that 
the  courts  of  justice  in  each  country  shall  be  open 
to  the  just  demands  of  the  res|»ective  people,  and 
that  no  obstruction  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  their 
recovery  of  the  rights,  claims,  or  debts  oi  any  kind, 
respeotively  doe  or  belonging  to  theoi. 

With  respect  to  the  Iburteenth  article,  the  «a* 
dersigaed  do  not  eonenr  in  the  necessity  for  aiiy 
such  stipulatioa  m  is  there  proposed. 

The  andersigaed  thiak  proper  to  add  that,  with 
respect  to  the  par tienlar  alterai ions  suggested  by 
them  in  various  articles  of  the  pnjet,  they  are 
readv  to  enter  into  su^h  explanations  as  maj  he 
,reqmred  of  tbeas,  with  the  sineere  desire  or  e»> 
ideavoriiig  to  ^ecaaeile  th^  prefensioas  brought 
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forward  on  the  part  of  their  respective  Qovern- 
menls. 

The  undersii^ned  have  forborne  to  insist  upon 
the  basis  of  uti  possidetis,  to  the  adrantaf^e  of 
which  they  consider  their  country  fully  entitled. 
But  should  this  negotiation  terminate  in  a  way 
contrary  to  their  hopes  and  just  expectations,  they 
must  protest  against  any  claim  or  demand  being 
urged  by  the  American  Government  in  any  future 
Degotiation,  in  consequence  of  the  facilities  which 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  now  shown 
themselves  willing  to  afford  to  the  speedy  resto- 
ration of  peace. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  the  pres- 
ent opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  United  States  the  assurances  of  their  high 
consideration. 

GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


No.  4. 
The  American  to  the  Britbh  Ministers. 

Ghent,  November  30, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
26ih  instant,  together  with  their  marginal  altera- 
tions and  suggestions  on  the  several  articles  of 
the  frojetoisL  treaty  of  peace  proposed  by  the  un- 
dersigned. 

The  undersigned  consent  that  the  day  of  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  be  substituted  to  that 
of  the  signature  of  the  treaty  at  the  time  for  the 
cessation  of  hostilities,  and  for  regulating  the  pe- 
riods after  which  prizes  at  sea  shall  be  restored : 
it  being  uiidersiood  that  measures  shall  be  adopt- 
ed for  a  speedy  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  that 
the  periods  in. the  second  article  shall  be  fixed  in 
a  manner  corresponding  with  this  alteration. 

The  undersigned  will  also  agree  to  the  new  ar- 
ticle respecting  prisoners,  and  to  the  mode  of  re- 
ference proposed  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
in  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  arti- 
cles, instead  of  that  which  had  been  proposed  by 
Uie  undersigned.  But  in  order  to  prevent  delay, 
they  will  suggest  that  a  time  be  fixed  within 
which  the  Commissioners  shall  make  their  deci- 
sions and  reports. 

They  will  decline  insisting  upon  the  tenth, 
twelfth,  and  fourteenth  articles,  and  upon  so  much 
of  the  thirteenth  article  as  relates  to  indemnities 
for  losaes  and  damages  sustained  subsequent  to 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war.  They 
wish  to  discuss  the  cases  of  vessels  and  property 
ia  port  when  war  was  declared  or  known  ;  and 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  prorisioii 
made  in  that  respect  by  the  United  Suies.  They 
will  also  waive  the  residue  of  that  (the  thirteenth) 
article,  and  the  eleventh  article,  it  being  under* 
stood  that  the  rights  of  both  Powers  on  the  sub- 
ject of  seamen,  and  the  claims  of  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  the  two  contracting  parties  to  indem- 
nities for  losses  and  damages  sustained  prior  to 
the  eommencement  of  the  war,  shall  not  bet  affeet* 
cd.or  impaired  hj  the  omission  in  the  treatf  of 


anj  specific  provision  with  respect  to  those  two 
suDJects. 

In  forbearing  to  insist  upon  the  diseussion  of 
subjects  deeply  involriog  interesu  impurianc  to 
their  country,  and  upon  which  the  undersigned 
view  the  proposals  offered  by  them  for  considera- 
tion as  founded  on  principles  the  most  moderate 
and  conciliatory,  they  give  the  strongest  evidence 
of  the  anxious  wish  of  their  Government  that  the 
negotiation  should  be  brought  to  a  happy  issue. 

Sincerely  participating  in  the  desire  expressed 
by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of  eodeavoriog  to 
reconcile  the  pretensions  of  both  Gurernments, 
on  the  few  subjects  remaining  for  discussion,  the 
undersigned  have  also  assented  to  most  of  ihe  al- 
terations proposed  by  the  British  Pieoipotentiaries 
to  those  parts  of  the  projet  which  they  have  not 
entirely  rejected.  To  some  of  these  alterations  the 
undersiffned  are  compelled,  by  their  duty,  to  ob- 
ject. They  have  already  stated,  and  now  repeat, 
that,  whilst  requiring  of  Great  Britain  no  sacrifice 
whatever,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  not  authorized  the  undersigned  to  agree  to  aoy 
stipulation  involving  any  cession  of  territory,  or 
the  dereliction  of  any  of  the  essential  rights  ot  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

The  objections  of  the  undersigned  are  to  one  of 
the  alterations  sti^gested  by  the  British  Plenipo* 
tenliaries  in  the  first  article;  to  some  parts  of  the 
preamble  of  the  third  article,  and  to  the  eighth 
article ,  and  they  have  also  some  other  verbal 
alterations  to  suggest.  They  request  a  conference, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  may  suit  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
those  '  points,  and  of  agreeing  on  the  places  and 
time  left  in  blank  in  several  of  the  articles. 

The  undersigned  renew  to  the  Briush  Pleni- 
potentiaries the  assurance  of  their  high  conside- 
ration. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS, 
JAMBS  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY. 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Extract  of  a  law  of  the  United  States^  psaied  July  6^ 
1812. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Presidentof  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  give,  at  any  time  within  six  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act}  passports  for  the  safe 
transportation  of  any  ship,  or  other  property  be- 
longing to  British  subjects^  and  which  is  now 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates. 


No.  5. 
The  British  to  the  American  Ministers. 

Gbent,  November  30, 1914. 
The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  and,  in  eompijaace 
with  their  request  for  a  conference,  ^all  be  hsp- 
py  to  receive  them  at  the  Chartreux  to-morrow 
at  12  o'clock. 
The  undersigned  request  the  American  Pleni- 
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potentiaries  to  accept  the  assurance  of  their  high 

consideraiioD. 

GAMBIBR, 

HBNRY  aODLBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


No.  6. 

Piolocol  of  a  Conference  held  the  1st  Deoember,  1814, 

al  Ghent 

At  t  conference  held  this  dajr,  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  proposed  the  lollowing  altera- 
tions in  their  jprt^,  as  ai»end«d  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

Isi.  In  article  1,  strike  out  the  alteration  con- 
sisting of  the  words  **  belonging  to,"  and  ^  taken 
by,"  and  preserve  the  Origtniil  reading,  viz ;  *^  tak- 
en by  either  party  from  the  other." 

This  alteration  was  objected  to  b^  the  British 
Plenipoieniiaries,  apd,  after  some  discossion.  re- 
served by  them  for  the  con^deration  of  their 
Government. 

2d.  Transpose  alteration  consistingof  the  words 
'^  originally  captured  in  the  said  ports  or  places, 
and  wbich  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  raii(lc4itioo8  of  this  treaty,"  after  the  words 
"public  property.**  Agreed  to  by  the  British 
Pienrpotentiaries. 

3d.  Article  2J.  The  term  to  be  fifteen  days  in 
the  Channel,  in  the  North  seas,  in  all  parts  of  the 
Atlantic  ocean  to  the  equinoctial  line  or  equator, 
and  in  all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean.  Two 
months  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  latitude  of 
Cape  of  Guod  Hope,  and  three  months  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

In  lieu  of  this  alteration,  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries proposed  the  following,  viz:  ''That  all 
vessels  and  effecu,  wbich  may  be  taken  after  the 
space  of  twelve  days  from  the  period  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  said  ratifications,  and  all  parts  of 
the  coasts  of  North  America^  from  the  latitude 
of  twenty-three  degrees  north,  to  the  latitude  of 
forty-seven  degrees  north*  and  as  fkr  eastward  in 
the  Atlantic  ocean  as  the  sixty-third  degree  of 
west  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Qreenwich, 
shall  be  re>tored  on  each  side.  That  the  time 
shall  be  thirty  days  in  all  other  parts  of  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  as  far  eastward  as  the  entrance  of 
thi-  British  channel,  and  southward,  as  far  as  the 
equinoctial  line  or  equator,  and  the  same  time  for 
the  Guir  of  Mexico  and  all  parts  of  the  West 
Indies.  Forty  days  for  the  British  channel  and 
the  North  seas.  The  same  time  for  all  parts  of 
the  Mediterranean,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
days  for  all  other  part«  of  the  world  without  ex- 
ception." Which  was  reserved  by  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  for  consideration. 

4th.  Article  3d*  After  the  words  ''all  islands 
within  twenty  leagues  of,"  insert  '*any  partoi^" 
and  substiiuie  '^ points"  for  ''point"  after  the 
word:f  ^  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the."  Agreed 
to  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

5ih.  Article  3.  Strike  out  the  words  ^  whereas 
claims  have  been  made  by  the  Qovernment  of  the 
United  Stales  to  certain  islands  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,"  and  insert,  ^  whereas  the  several  islands 


in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy.  which.is  part  of 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  island  of  Great  Menan, 
in  the  said  Bay  of  Fundy,  are  claimed  by  the 
DnitedSiates  as  being  comprehended  within  their 
aforesaid  boundaries."  Agreed  to  by  the  Brttiah 
Pie  n  i  poten  tia  r  ies. 

6tb.  Article  7tb.  In  the  alteration  coBsisiin|[  of 
the  words  ''  or  of  the  Sovei^ign  or  State  so  refer- 
red, to  as  in  many  of  the  preceding  articles  co«- 
tained,"  substitute  ^  any"  to  "  many." 

Not  insisted  on,  the  British  Plenipotentiarica 
consenting  to  substitute  the  words,  ^  the  four 
next "  for  the  marginal  worda^  "  many  of  the." 

7tb«  Articles  3,  4^  5,  and  6,  provide  that  the  de- 
cision  of  the  Commissioners  shall  be  made  within 
a  limited  time.  Objected  to  by  the  British  Ple»* 
ipotentiaries. 

8th.  Article  8ih.  Substitute  after  the  words 
^*  to  the  westward  of  the  said  lake  so  far  as,"  the 
words  "  their  said  respective  territories,"  instead 
of  the  words  ''  the  territories  of  the  United  States." 
Agreed  to  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

9ih.  Article  8th.  Strike  out  from  the  words 
'^and  it  is  further  agreed"  to  the  end.  Reserved 
by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  for  the  conaider- 
atlon  of  their  Qovernment. 

10th.  The  American  Plenipotentiaries  also 
proposed  the  following  amendment  to  article  8th. 
viz:  "•  The  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  shall 
continue  to  enjoy  the  liberty  to  take^  dry,  and  «ure 
fish  in  places  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
Great  Britain,  as  secured  by  the  former  treaty  of 
peace ;  and  the  navigation  of  the  river  Missiuip- 
pi  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  shall  remain  free  and  open  to  the  subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  manner  secured  by  the 
said  treaty ;  and  it  is  further  agreed,  that  the  sub- 
jecu  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  shall,  at  all  times. 
have  access  from  such  place  as  may  be  selected 
for  that  purpose  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's  afore- 
said territories,  west,  and  within  three  hundred 
miles  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  in  the  aforesaid 
territories  of  the  United  States,  to  the  river  Mia- 
sissippi,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  Da^« 
igation  of  that  river  with  their  goods,  effects,  and 
merchandise,  whose  importation  into  the  said 
States  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited,  on  the 
payment  of  the  same  duties  as  would  he  payable 
on  the  importation  of  the  same  into  the  Atlantic 
ports  of  the  said  States,  and  on  confbrmiog  with 
the  usual  custom-house  regulations.^' 

This  amendment  was  left  with  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  for  consideration. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  also  intimated 
their  willingness  to  omit  article  8th  altogether,  if 
that  course  should  appear  more  advisable  to  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  further  pro« 
posed,  in  conformity  with  their  note  of  Novein- 
ber  30,  indemnification  for  ships  detained  in  Brit- 
ish ports  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  af- 
terwards condemned ;  which  was  resisted  by  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries. 

After  roucn  discussion  on  this  point,  the  con* 
fereoce  was  adjourned. 

CHRISTOPHER  HUGHES,  Joai. 
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Pntoioi  of  Confetm^  on  Dwmhet  10, 1814, 

The  preUHsol  of  the  preeeding  conlereiiee  held 
•ft  the  1st  instant  was  settled. 

The  British  Pienipotenliaries  stated  that  their 
GoTemment  coald  not  consent  or  oaiit  the  words 
in  article  1st,  ^  belonging  to  either  party  and  ta- 
ken by  the  other,"  unless  some  modification  should 
be  introduced,  either  by  excepting  from  mutual 
lestitutioB  all  those  territories  which  are  made  by 
any  articles  of  the  treaty  the  subject  of  reference 
to  Commissioners,  or  by  excepting  the  Passama- 
qooddy  islands  alone.-— Reeeired  by  the  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries  for  consideration. 

The  British  PleBipoteatiaries  then  stated  that, 
with  respect  to  the€th  article,  their  Oovernment 
nieied  in  lieu  of  the  Ameiican  proposals  to  retain 
the  amended  article  as  far  as  the  words,  "  Stony 
^■wttntaio^"  and  insert  the  following  aiipulation : 

"His  Britannic  Majesty  ainees  to  enter  into 
negotiation  with  the  United  States  of  Ameriea, 
tespeoting  the  terms,  conditions,  and  retfulations 
under  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
StaUs  shall  have  the  liberty  of  taking  fish  on  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  and  other 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  North 
America,  and  of  drying  and  curing  fish,  in  the  nn- 
aettled  bays,  harbors,  and  creaks  of  Nova  Scotia, 
BCagdalen  ulands,  and  Labrador ;  as  stipulated  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  third  article  of  the  treitty  of 
1783,  in  consideration  of  a  fair  equivalent  to  be 
acreed  upon  between  His  Majesty  and  the  said 
United  States,  and  granted  by  the  said  United 
States,  for  such  liberty  as  aforesaid." 

^Tfae  United  States  of  America  agree  to  enter 
into  negotiation  with  His  Britannic  :  Majesty  re- 
apeetin|[  the  tarms,  conditions,  and  regulauona  un- 
der which  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi 
from  ita  source  to  the  ocean,  as  stipulated  in  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,shali  remain  free 
and  open  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  in  con- 
sideimtion  of  a  fiiir  eqoivalent^o  be  agreed  upon 
between  His  Majesty  and  the  United  Stales,  and 
|nnied  by  His  Majesty ."^^Received  by  theAjner- 
leu  Plenipotentiaries  for  consideratios* 

In  the  7th  article  the  British  Plenipaientiaries 
piopoaed  after  the  words"all  giants  of  land  made 
previous  to,"  to  omit  the  words  ^  to  that  time,"^ 
ntad  insert  ^  previous  to  the  conunencementof  the 
war^"  so  that  the  line  would  read,  ''all  granta  of 
land  BMde  previous  to  the  oontmennement  of  tke 
war.*— Agreed  to. 

The  Bmiali  Plenipotestiariea  proposed  the  in 
sertion  of  the  following  article  relative  to  thealave 
trade: 

^  Whereas  the  traflic  in  slaves  is  irreeonciUUe 
with  the  principles  of  humanity  nnd  justice,  and 
whereas  both  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
are  desiroas  of  continuing  their  effiirts  to  promote 
its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  both 
the  contracting  parties  shall  exett  every  means 
in  their  power  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  ob« 
jecu"— Received  for  consideration. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  the  fol 
lowing  provision : 

''That  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  each  of  the 
coMneting  pavttes  nny  imprecidly  sue  in  the 


courts  of  the  other,  and  shall  meet  with  no  im- 
pediment to  the  recovery  of  all  soehestateik  rights, 
properties  or  securities  as  may  be  due  to  toem  by 
the  laws  of  the  country  in  whose  courts  they  nhM. 
sue."-^Received  for  consideration. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  in  the 
preamble  to  the  frojet  of  the  treaty,  to  omit  t\&e 
words  "Aditiiral  of  the  White  squadron,"  and  in- 
sert "  late  Admiral  of  the  White,  aow  Admiial 
of  the  Red"  in  lieu  of  them.    Agreed  to. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  staled  that 
possibly  doubts  might  arise  as  to  ihegeographicnl 
accuracy  of  the  words  at  the  hegieniae  of  the 
eighth  article,  "a  line  drawn  due  west  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  along  the  forty-ninth  paral- 
lel of  north  latitude." 

It  was  agreed  that  an  alteration  should  be  made 
to  guard  against  such  possible  inaceufoey. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  proponed  the 
following  alteration  in  the  dinught  deliivefed  ta 
them  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  relative  ta 
the  manner  of  filling  up  the  blanks  in  artiele  2d; 
"  extend  the  term  <h  twelve  days  to  fifty-eix  de- 
grees north  latitude,  and  to  the  thitty-aixth  west 
longitude." 

"  Include  the  British  and  Irish  ehanaeb  in  the 
term  of  thirty  days.  Include  the  Baltic  in  the 
term  of  forty  days.  Instead  of  the  term  one  hoB* 
dred  and  fifty  days,  UMert  sixty  days  (w  the  At- 
lantic as  far  as  the  Utitode  of  Cape  of  Good 
Hope;  ninety  days  for  every  other  part  of  tke 
world  south  of  the  equator;  one  hundred  and 
twenty  days  for  all  other  parta  of  (he  worlA." 

The  conference  then  ended. 

CHRISTOPHER  HUQHE3,  Jn^ 
SecreUaycf  Aittaicanr" 


Protocol  of  Conference  on  December  1 S,  1 814. 

The  protocol  of  the  preceding  coafecenee  held 
on  the  10th  instant  was  settled. 

Aftar  much  discussion  relative  to  the  fiiat  and 
eighth  articles,  the  conference  ended  by  the  Annr- 
ican  Plenipotentaries  undertaking  to  retamnn an- 
swer in  writing  to  the  proposiuoos  heongbt  i<w- 
ward  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  latt 
conference.  C.  HUGHES,  Jn. 

Secretary  qf  American  /Ifiiftiwi 

No.  7. 

ilmsricoit  Note,  wnften  tfier  the  Cettfe^emee  ^tk 

IVh  JOeeemher. 

Gbbnt,  December  ld»lfil4. 

The  undetsigned  havinn  oonftdercd  the  pro]^ 
oitaons  offered  In  the  eonlNence  of  the  lOlli  m- 
stant  by  the  British  Plenipoientinfies  on  tbe  few 
subjects  which  remain  to  he  adjusted,  now  have 
the  honor  of  m^ing  the  communication  whick 
4hey  promised. 

The  first  of  them  relatas  to  the  mutoal  restma- 
tion  of  the  territory  taken  by  either  party  from 
the  other  daring  the  war.  In  admitting  this  ^- 
ciple,  which  the  undetsigned  had  repeatedly  de- 
clared to  be  the  only  one  upon  whidi  they  wue 
anthoriicd  to  treat,  the  Bntish  Pienipotadknoa 
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had  mt  int  prapoied  lui  .ftli^rtumi  in  the  artiolc 
offered  by  tbe  UDdersifDed,  limiting  the  stipola- 
tioB  of  restoring  territory  taken  during  the  war 
to  territory  belongiof^  to  the  pavty  from  which  it 
was  taken.  Tbe  otiDection  or  the  andersigned  to 
this  alteration  was,  that  a  part  of  the  territory 
thus  taken  being  claimed  by  both  parses,  and 
made  a  subject  of  reference  by  the  Ueaty,  the  al- 
teration woald  Jeare  it  in  the  power  of  one  party 
to  judge  whether  any  portion  of  territory  taken 
by  nim  daring  the  war  did  or  did  not  belong  to 
the  other  part^,  laying  thereby  in  tbe  very  instru- 
ment of  naeification  the  foundation  of  an  imme- 
diate understanding  the  moment  that  instrument 
should  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  now  pro- 
posed to  omit  the  words  originally  offered  by 
them,  prorided  thai  the  Passamaquoddy  islands 
should  alone  be  eicepted  liom  the  mutual  resti- 
tution of  territory* 

The  consent  of  the  undersjcaed  to  this  solitary 
nxneption,  if  founded  on  the  alleged  right  of  Great 
Britain  to  tboas  islands,  might  be  coostrund  as  an 
implied  admission  of  a  better  title  on  ber  part  than 
on  that  of  the  United  States,  and  would  neces* 
jwrily  affect  their  elaim.  The  only  ground  for 
the  exception  eonskls  in  the  allegation  of  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  that  Gkeat  Britain  had, 
daring  some  period  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783,  exercised  jurisdiotion  over  those 
Islandsy  and  that  the  United  States  had  subse- 
quently occupied  them  contrary  to  the  remon- 
strances of  the  Britbh  Qorernmettt,  and  before 
the  question  of  title  had  been  adjusted. 

Under  these  considerations  the  undesigned,  un- 
willing to  prevent  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  will  take  upon  themselves  tbe  respoosi- 
faiUly  of  agreeiag  to  the  exception  propose^ with 
a  provision  that  the  cffaim  of  the  United  States 
tball  net  thereby  in  any  manner  be  affeeted*  The 
undersigned  have  accordingly  prepared  a  clause 
to  that  effect,  and  which  ^revides,  alao,  that  the 
temporary  possession  majf  not  be  converted  into 
permanent  ooeupaney.  Tliey  had  agreed  to  the 
•heratioa  proposed  by  tbe  British  PleDtpoieatia- 
liea  Ml  the  made  of  remBce  of  the  several  boun- 
daries and  QOHBiry  in  dispute^  under  the  expeeta- 
tian  that  tha  proposed  exoeption  to  a  genemi  res- 
ttmtiao  wonid  not  be  insisted  on ;  and  they  will 
add  tbat  the  objection  to  the  temporary  sosseo- 
aion  by  Great  Britain  of  the  Passamaqaoddy  isl- 
ands would  be  considamfaly  lessened  by  adopting 
«  made  af  rete enee,  which  would  insum  a  speedy 
•od  oertaiA  decision. 

To  the  stipulation  now  proponed  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  as  a  substitute  for  inn  last  pam- 
graph  of  the  eighth  article,  the  undersinged  cannot 
accede. 

The  proposition  made  respecting  the  navigation 
of  the  MississipiM,  in  the  alteration  first  proposed 
by  the  British  rleoipotentiaries  to  that  article,  was 
unexpected,  in  their  note  of  the  3Ut  of  October 
thev  bad  stated  that  they  had  brought  forward, 
in  mir  note  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  all 
the  propositions  which  they  had  to  offer ;  and  that 
aobifct  waanotmentmned  either  in  this  last  mea« 


tinned  note,  or  in  the  fint  conference  to  which  it 
referred.  In  order  to  obviate  any  difficulty  ari^ 
ing  from  a  presumed  connexion  between  that 
subject  and  that  of  the  boundary  proposed  by  the 
eighth  article,  the  undersigneu  expressed  their 
willingness  to  omit  the  article  altogether.  For 
the  purpose  of  meeting  what  they  believed  to  be 
the  wisnes  of  the  British  Government,  they  pro- 
posed the  insertion  of  an  article  which  should 
recognise  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  navi- 
gation of  that  river,  and  that  of  tbe  United  States 
to  a  liberty  in  certain  fishefies,  which  tbe  British 
Government  considered  as  abrogated  by  the  war. 
To  such  an  article,  which  they  viewed  as  merely 
declaratory,  tbe  undersigned  had  no  objection, 
and  have  offered  to  accede.  They  do  not,  how* 
ever,  want  any  new  article  on  either  of  those  sub- 
jects; they  have  ofl^red  to  be  silent  with  regard 
to  both.  To  the  etipulatioo  now  proposed,  or  any 
othefi  abandookig,  or  implying  the  abandonment 
of  any  right  in  the  fisheries  claimed  by  the  United 
BtatCM,  they  cannot  subscribe.  As  a  stipulation 
merely  that  the  parties  will  hereafter  negotiate 
concerning  the  subjeou  in  question,  it  appears 
ako  unneceasary.  Yet  to  an  engagemen  t,  couched 
in  genemi  terms,  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  subj^ot* 
of  difference  not  yet  adjusted,  or  so  ^pressed  as 
to  imply  in  no  manner  whatever  an  abandonment 
of  any  right  claimed  by  the  United  States,  tbe 
undersigned  are  ready  to  agree* 

Since  neither  of  the  two  additional  articles 
proposed  by  tbe  British  Plenipotentiaries  were 
included  amongst,  or  is  connected  with,  tbe  sub- 
jects previously  brought  forward  by  them,  it  is 
presumed  they  are  ofiered  only  for  consideration, 
as  embracing  objects  of  common  and  equal  inter- 
est to  both  parties.  The  undersigned  will  accede 
to  the  substance  of  the  article  to  promote  the  ab- 
olition of  the  slave  trade.  They  cannot  admit 
the  other  article,  which  sppears  to  them  unna- 
cesmry;  the  courts  of  the  United  States  will 
without  it  be  equally  open  to  the  claims  of  Brit- 
ish subjects,  and  th«y  rely  that  without  it  the 
British  courts  will  be  equally  open  to  the  claims 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  undersigned  leaow  to  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries the  assurance  of  their  hiffh  consideia- 
ation.  JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

JAMBS  A.  BAYARD, 
HBNRY  CLAY, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBBRT  GALLATIN. 
To- the  PLXitiFoviifnaftiia 

qf  At  AdteUM  JIf a^sc%,  f  c. 


Such  of  the  i^nds  in  the  Bay  of  Pa 
qttoddy  as  are  claimed  bv  both  parties,  shall  re- 
main in  the  posaession  or  the  party  in  whose  oc- 
cupation they  may  be  at  the  time  of  theexcbaMe 
of  the  ratification's  of  this  treaty,  until  the  ck- 
cision  respecting  the  title  to  the  said  islands  shall 

have  been  made  in  conformity  with  the arii- 

cle  of  this  treaty.  But  if  such  decision  shall  not 
have  taken  place  within  ——years  after  the  ex- 
cbanas  of  the  rayftcations  of^  this  treaty,  such 
islanda  ahall  be  rector^  to,  and,  until  such  deci- 
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M9n  may  take  place,  shall  be  retained  by,  the  party 
who  had  possessiun  of  the  same  a?  the  commeDce* 
ment  of  the  war.  No  disposition  made  by  this  trea- 
ty of  tbe  intermediate  possession  of  the  islands  and 
territories  claimed  by  both  parties  shall,  in  any 
manner  whaterer,  be  constraed  to  affect  the  right 
of  either. 


No.  8. 


The  British  to  the  American  Ministers. 

Ghent,  December  S&,  1814. 
The  nndersigrned  haye  had  tbe  honor  to  receive 
the  note  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  dated 
on  the  14th  instant,  sfatior  their  consent  to  ex- 
cept tbe  Passamaquoddy  islands  from  the  mutual 
restitution  of  territory  captured  during  the  war, 

erovided  the  claim  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
e  in  any  manner  affected  therebv. 

To  the  article  proposed  by  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries, so  far  as  it  is  adapted  to  thi.«  object, 
the  undersigned  are  willing  to  agree ;  but  ibey 
object,  as  before  intimated  by  them,  to  that  part 
of  the  proposed  article  which  would  make  it  im- 
perative on  the  Commissioners  to  decide  the 
question  within  any  fixed  time,  trusting  that,  on 
this  bead,  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  will  be 
satisfied  with  their  declaration,  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  do  ail 
that  belongs  to  them  to  obtain  a  decision  without 
loss  of  time.  Tbe  prcjet  of  the  article  subjoined 
will  be  found  to  omit  the  clause  intended  to  en- 
force a  decision  within  some  limited  time,  and  to 
contain  a  slight  alteration  in  the  third  clause  by 
substituting  in  the  plaee  of  the  words  **  interme- 
diate possession''  the  words  "  as  to  such  posses- 
fion." 

So  far  as  regards  the  substitution  proposed  by 
the  undersigned  for  tbe  last  clause  or  the  eighth 
article,  as  it  was  offered  solely  with  the  hope  of 
attaining  tbe  object  of  the  amendment  tendered 
by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  confer- 
ence of  the  1st  instant,  no  difficulty  will  be  made 
in  withdrawing  it. 

The  undersigned,  returning  to  the  declaration 
made  by  them  at  the  conferenceof  theSih  August, 
that  the  privileges  of  fisbine  within  the  limits  of 
the  British  sovereignly,  and  of  using  the  Briti^ 
territories  for  purposes  connected  with  the  fishe- 
ries, were  what  Great  Britain  did  not  intend  to 
grant  without  equivalent,  are  not  desirous  of  in- 
troducing any  article  upon  the  subject. 

With  a  view  of  removing  what  they  consider 
as  the  only  objection  to  the  immediate  conclusion 
of  the  treaty,  the  undersigned  agree  to  adopt  the 
firoposai  made  by  the  American  Plenipotentia- 
ries at  the  conference  of  the  1st  instant^  and 
repeated  in  their  last  note,  of  omitting  the  eighth 
article  altogether. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselresof  thepppor- 
tanity  to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
United  States  the  assurance  ol  their  high  consid- 
eration. > 

GAMBIBR, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


[Referred  to  in  tbe  pvcoeding  note  fiom  the  BritiA 
Ministen.] 

Such  of  the  islands  in  the  Ba  jr  of  Passamaqaod- 
dy  as  are  claimed  by  both  parties  shaU  remain  in 
the  possession  of  the  party  in  whose  oecupatioa 
they  may  be  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  this  treaty, «ntil  the  decision  re- 
specting^ the  title  to  the  said  islands  shall  have 
been  made  In  conformity  with  the  fourth  article 
of  this  treaty. 

No  disposition  made  by  this  treaty  as  to  soch 
possession  of  the  islands  and  territories  claimed 
by  both  parties  shall,  in  any  manner  whatever,  he 
construed  to  affect  the  right  of  either. 


No.  9. 
Protocol  of  Conference. 

GflBiTT,  December  23, 1814. 

At  a  conference  held  tnis  day,  tbe  protocol  of 
tbe  preceding  conference  was  settled. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  intimated  their 
readiness  to  accede  to  the  pro{)ositions  contained 
in  the  note  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
22d  instant. 

The  following  alterations  were  then  agreed  to: 

In  the  first  article,  after  the  word  "cease,"  omit 
the  words  ^*  after  the  exchange  of  the  racificm- 
tions,"  and  insert  **  i^saoon  as  the  treaty  shail  have 
been  ratified  by  both  parties."  Sabtitute  the  word 
^  whatsoever'^  for  the  words  ''  without  exception." 
Restore  the  words  ''taken  by  either  party  from 
the  other,"  in  the  room  of  the  words  **  belonging 
to  either  party  and  taken  by."  After  the  words 
'* signing  of  tbis  treaty,"  insert  the  words  ^ex- 
cepting only  tbe  islands  hereinafter  mentioned  f 
afier  the  words  "respectively  belong,"  insert  vet- 
batim  the  words  of  the  amendment  enclosed  ia 
the  note  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
23d  iiiKtanjt,  filling  up  the  blank  with  the  word 
**  fourth." 

The  seeond  article  was  altered,  ao  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

Abt.2.  Immediately  after  the  ratificatMm  of 
this  treaty  by  both  parties,  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, orders  shall  be  aent  to  the  armies,  aqoad- 
rons,  officers,  sobjeets,  and  citiseos  oi  tbe  two 
Powers,  to  cease  from  all  hostilities,  and  ao  pre- 
vent all  caoses  of  complaint  which  might  mnst 
on  account  of  the  prizes  which  may  be  taken  at 
sea,  after  the  said  ratifications  of  this  treatf .    It 
is  reciprocally  agreed,  that  all  ▼easels  and  ^eeis. 
which  may  be  taken  after  the  space  of  Cwelre 
days  from  the  said  ratifications  upon  all  parts  of 
the  coast  of  North  America,  from  the  lanmde  of 
twenty -ahree  degrees  north  to  the  latitode  of  Efty 
degrees  north,  and  as  far  eastward  in  the  Ailanlic 
ocean  as  the  thirty-sixth  degree  of  west  longi- 
tude, from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  shall  be 
restored  on  each  side :  that  the  time  shail  be  thirty 
days  in  all  other  parts  of  the  Atlantic  ocean  oortk 
of  the  equinoctial  line  or  equator,  and  the  saaie 
time  for  the  British  and  Irish  channels,  for  the 
GUilf  ol  Mexico,  and  all  parts  of  the  West  ladies ; 
forty  days  for  the  North  seas,  for  the  Baluc,  and 
for  all  paru  of  the  Mediterranean ;  sixty  days  Cox 
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the  Ariantie  ocean,  soath  of  the  eqamtor,  as  far 
as  the  Cape  of  Gh>od  Hope;  ninety  days  for  every 
other  part  of  the  world,  south  of  the  equator,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days  for  all  other  parts 
of  the  world,  without  exception. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  article  respecting  prison* 
ers  of  war.  should  be  the  third  article,  and  that 
the  words  '*as  hereinafter  mentioned,*  should  be 
substituted  for  the  words  *' shall  hare  been  ex- 
changed." 

The  articles  numbered  in  the  original  prq/et  3, 
4,  5,  6,  7,  to  be  respectively  numbered  4,  o,  6,  7, 8. 

In  the  fourth  article,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
blank  should  be  filled  up  with  the  words  "  St. 
Andrews,  in  the  province  of  New  BrunswicL" 

lu  the  fifth  article,  it  was  agreed  that  the  blank 
should  be  filled  up  with  the  words  ^  St.  Andrews, 
in  the  province  or  New  Brunswick." 

Near  the  end  of  the  fifth  article,  substitute  the 
word  "fourth"  for  "third." 

In  the  sixth  article,  it  was  agreed  to  fill  up  the 
blank  with  the  words  "Albany,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,"  and  to  substitute  the  word  "  fourth" 
for  "  third,"  in  the  concluding  paragraph. 

In  the  seventh  article,  substitute  the  word 
"fourth"  for  "  third,"  in  the  last  paragraph. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  article  respecting  the 
African  slave  trade,  should  be  the  tenth  article, 
and  that  the  words  "use  their  best  endeavors" 
should  be  substituted  for  the  words  "  exert  every 
means  in  their  power." 

The  fifteenth  article  of  the  prqjet  to  be  num- 
bered 11:  it  was  agreed  to  insert  in  it,  after  the 
words  "on  both  sides,"  the  words  "  without  altera- 
tion by  either  of  the  contracting  parties." 

Omit  the  words  "with  all  practicable  despatch;" 
fill  up  the  blank  with  the  word  "four;"  insert 
after  the  word  "  done"  the  words  "  in  triplicate." 
The  British  Plenipotentiaries  urged  the  article 
formally  proposed  by  them,  as  to  suits  of  law  to 
be  prosecuted  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  one 
nation  in  the  courts  of  justice  of  the  other. 

Resisted  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  conference  was  adjourned  to  the  24th  in- 
stant, for  the  purpose  of  signing  the  treaty. 


TVeatv  of  Peace  and  Amity  between  His  Briton' 
nic  Majesty  and  the  UnitedStates  qf  America. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  desirous  of  terminating  the  war  which 
has  unhappily  subsisted  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  of  restoring,  upon  principles  of  perfect 
reciprocity,  peace,  uiendship,  and  good  under- 
standing between  them,  have  for  that  purpose  ap- 
pointed their  respective  Plenipotentiaries;  that 
is  to  say,  His  Britannic  Majesty,  on  his  part,  has 
appointed  the  right  honorable  James  Lord  Qam- 
bier^ate  Admiral  of  the  White,  now  Admiral  of 
the  Red  squadron  of  His  Majesty^s  fieet,  Henry 
Gk>ttlburn,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament and  under  Secretary  of  State,  and  Wm. 
Adams,  Esq.,Doctor  of  Civil  Laws:  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  has  appointed 
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John  ftuincy  Adams,  James  A.  Bayard,  Henry 
Clay,  Jonathan  Russell,  and  Albert  Qallatin,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  who,  after  a  reciprocal 
communication  of  their  respective  full  powers , 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  univer- 
sal peace  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States,  and  between  their  respective  coun- 
tries, territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people  of  every 
desree,  without  exception  of  places  or  persons. 
All  hostilities,  both  by  sea  and  land,  shall  cease 
as  soon  as  this  tretity  shall  have  been  ratified  by 
both  parties,  as  hereinafter  mentioned.  All  terri- 
tory, places,  and  possessions,  whatsoever,  taken 
by  either  party  from  the  other  during  the  war,  or 
which  maybe  taken  after  the  signing  of  this  treaty, 
excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter  mentioned, 
shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and  without  caus- 
ing any  destruction  or  carrying  away  any  of  the 
artillery  or  other  public  property  originally  cap- 
tured in  the  said  ports  or  places,  and  which  shall 
remain  therein  upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  this  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or  other  private 
property.  And  all  archives,  records,  deeds,  and 
papers,  either  of  a  public  nature  or  belonging  to 
private  persons,  which  in  the  course  of  the  war 
may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  offipers  of 
either  partj,  shall  be,  as  far  as  may  be  practica- 
ble, forthwith  restored  and  delivered  to  the  proper 
authorities  and  persons  to  whom  they  respectively 
belong.  Such  of  the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Pas- 
samaquoddy  as  are  claimed  by  both  parties  shaU 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  party  in  whose 
occupation  they  may  be  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty, until  the 
decision  respecting  the  title  to  the  said  islands 
shall  have  been  made,  in  conformity  with  the 
fourth  article  of  this  treaty.  No  deposition  made 
by  this  treaty,  as  to  such  possession  of  the  lands 
an.d  territories  claimed  by  both  parties,  shall  in 
any  manner  whatever  be  construed  to  affect  the 
right  of  either. 

Abt.  2.  Immediately  after  the  ratifications  of 
this  treaty  by  both  parties,  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, orders  shall  be  sent  to  the  armies,  squad- 
rons, officers,  subjects,  and  citizens  of  the  two 
Powers,  to  cease  from  hostilities;  and,  to  prevent 
all  causes  of  complaint  which  might  arise  on  ac- 
count of  the  prizes  which  may  be  taken  at  sea 
after  the  said  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  it  is  re- 
ciprocally agreed  that  all  vessels  and  effects  which 
may  be  taken  after  the  space  of  twelve  days  from 
the  said  ratifications,  upon  all  parts  of  the  coast 
of  North  America,  from  the  latitude  of  twenty- 
three  degrees  north  to  the  latitude  of  fifty  degrees 
north,  and  as  far  eastward  in  the  Atlantic  ocean 
as  the  thirty-sixth  degree  of  west  longitude  from 
the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  shall  be  restored  on 
each  side;  that  the  time  shall  be  thirty  days  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  Atlantic  ocean  north  of  the 
equinoctial  Hoe  qr  equator,  and  the  same  time  for 
the  British  and  Irish  channels,  for  the  Qulf  of 
Mexico,  and  all  parts  of  the  West  Indies ;  fortv 
days  for  the  North  seas,  for  the  Baltic,  and  for  all 
parts  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  sixty  days  for  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  south  of  the  equator,  as  far  as  the 
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ktitude  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  niaety  days 
for  every  part  of  toe  world  floath  of  the  eoaator ; 
and  one  handred  and  twenty  days  for  all  oiher 
parts  of  the  world,  without  exception. 

Art.  3.  All  prisoners  of  war  taken  on  either 
side,  as  well  by  land  as  by  sea.  shall  be  restored 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  ratifications  of 
this  treat V,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  on  their  pay- 
ing the  debts  which  they  may  have  contracted 
during  their  captivity.  The  two  contracting  par* 
ties  engage  to  discharge,  in  sjpecie,  the  advanees 
which  may  have  been  made  by  the  other  for  the 
austenance  and  maintenance  of  such  prisoners. 

Abt.  4.  Whereas  it  was  stipulated  by  the  sec* 
end  article  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  between  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
that  the  boundarv  of  the  United  Sutes  shoald 
comprehend  all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of 
imy  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and 
Iving  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from 
the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries  be- 
tween Novu  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  East 
Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respectively  touch  the 
Bay  of  Fnndy  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  excepting 
such  islands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been, 
within  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia ;  and  whereas 
aeveral  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy. 
which  is  part  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  islana 
of  Grand  Menao,  in  the  said  Bay  of  Fundy,  are 
claimed  by  the  United  States  as  bein^  compre- 
hended within  their  aforesaid  boundaries,  which 
said  islands  are  claimed  as  belonging  to  His  Brit- 
aOnic  Majestv,  as  having  been,  at  the  time  of,  and 
previous  to,  toe  aforesaid  treaty  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  within  the  limits 
of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia:  in  order,  there- 
fore, finally  to  decide  upon  these  claims,  it  is 
agreed  that  they  shall  be  referred  to  two  Com- 
missionerSf  to  be  appointed  in  the  following  man- 
ner, viz:  One  Commissioner  shall  be  appointed 
by  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  one  by  toe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof;  and  the 
said  two  Commissioners  so  appoiated  shall  be 
sworn  impartially  to  examine  and  decide  upon 
the  said  claims  according  to  such  evidence  as 
shall  be  laid  before  them,  on  the  part  of  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty  and  of  the  United  States,  respect- 
ively. The  said  Commissioners  shall  meet  at 
St.  Andrew'^  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other 
place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit.  The  said 
Comnissioners  shall,  by  a  declaration  or  report 
under  their  bands  and  seals,  decide  to  whica  of 
the  two  contracting^  parties  the  several  islands 
aforesaid  do  respectively  belong,  in  conformity 
with  the  true  intent  of  the  saidTreaty  of  Peace 
of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three; 
and  if  the  said  Commissioners  shall  agree  in  their 
decision,  both  partien  shall  consider  such  decision 
as  final  and  conclusive.  It  is  further  agreed,  that 
in  the  event  of  the  two  Commissioners  difierlng 
upon  all  or  any  of  the  matters  so  referred  to  them, 
or  in  the  event  of  both  or  either  of  the  said  Com- 
uissiQaers  refusing,   or  decliningi  or  wilfully 


omitting  to  act  as  such,  they  shall  make,  jointly 
or  separately,  a  report  or  reports,  as  veil  to  the 
Grovernment  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  ut  to  that 
of  the  United  States,  stating  in  detail  the  points 
on  which  they  differ,  and  the  grounds  apoa 
which  their  respective  opinions  have  been  foraied. 
or  the  grounds  upon  which  they,  or  either  ot 
them,  have  so  retused,  declined,  or  omkted  to 
act.  And  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  hereby  agree  to 
refer  the  report  or  reports  of  the  said  Coounis- 
sioners  to  some  frienaly  Sovereign  or  State,  to 
be  then  named  for  that  purpose,  sad  who  shall  E>e 
requested  to  decide  on  the  diflereDces  which  lamy 
be  stated  in  the  said  report  or  reports,  or  upon 
the  report  of  one  Commissioner,  together  with 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  other  Cpmsussioner 
shall  have  refused,  declined,  or  omitted  to  act,  as 
the  case  may  be ;  and  if  the  Commissioner  so  re- 
fusing, declining,  or  omitting  tq  act,  shall  also 
wilfully  omit  to  state  the  grtoads  unon  which  he 
has  so  done,  in  such  manner  that  the  said  state- 
ment may  be  referred  to  such  friendlj  Sovereign 
or  State,  together  with  the  report  or  aoeh  otMr 
Commissioner,  then  such  Sovereign  or  State 
shall  decide  ex  pctrte  upon  the  said  report  alone. 
And  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  engage  to  consider  the  de- 
cision of  some  friendly  Power  or  State  to  be 
final  and  conclusive  on  all  the  matters  so  re- 
ferred. 

Aht.  5.  Whereas  neither  that  poiat  of  the  high- 
lands lying  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  and  designated  in  the  former  Treaty 
of  Peace  between  the  two  Powers  as  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  nor  the  northwest- 
ernmest  head  of  Connecticut  river,  has  yet  been 
ascertained ;  and  whereas  that  part  of  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  dominions  c^  the  two  Pow- 
ers which  extends  from  the  source  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  directly  north,  to  the  above-menuoned 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia;  thence  along 
the  said  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  that 
empty  themselres  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to 
the  north  western  most  head  of  Connecticut  river; 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the 
forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude;  thence  1^  a 
line  due  west  on  said  latitude,  until  it  strikes  the 
river  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy,  which  has  not  yet 
been  surveyed :  it  is  ajgreed  that,  for  these  several 
purposes,  two  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed. 
sworn,and  authorize.d  to  act  exactly  in  the  man- 
ner directed  with  respect  to  those  mentioBed  in 
the  next  prtfceding  article,  unless  otherwise  speci- 
fied in  the  present  article.    The  said  Commis- 
sioners shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in  the  province 
of  New  Brunswick,  and  shall  have  power  to  ad- 
journ to  such  other  place  or  places,  as  they  shall 
think  fit.    The  said  Commissioners  shall  have 
power  to  ascertain  and  determine  the    poiots 
above-mentioned,  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  shall  cause 
the  boundary  aforesaid,  from  the  source  of  the 
river  St.  Croix  to  the  river  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy, 
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to  ^  mvMj^  and  muked,  according  to  the  laid 
proTisions.  The  said  Coniaiaviofers  shall  make 
a  map  of  the  said  boundary,  find  annex  to  it  a 
declaration  under  tbeir  bands  and  seals,  certify- 
ing it  to  be  the  true  map  of  the  snid  boundary, 
and  particulafizinfi;  the  latitude  and  longitude  of 
the  northwest  ang|a  pf  Nnya  Scotia,  of  tb^  north- 
westernmost  head  of  Connecticut'  river^  and  of 
such  other  points  of  the  said  boupdary  as  they 
may  de^m  proper.  And  both  parties  agree  to 
consider  such  map  anid  declaration  as  finally  and 
conclusively  fixing  the  said  boundary.  And  in 
the  event  of  the  said  two  Commissioners  differ- 
ing, or  both,  or  either  of  them  refusing,  declinipg, 
or  wilfully  omittmg  to  act,  such  reports,  deda- 
ratiozTs,  or  statements,  shall  be  made  by  them,  or 
either  of  theno,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly 
Bdvereign  or  B|ate  shall  be  made,  in  all  respects, 
as  in  the  tatter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  con- 
tained, and  in  as  full  a  manner  fis  if  the  same  was 
herein  repeated. 

Art.  .6.  Whereas  by  the  fprmer  Treaty  of 
Peace  that  portion  of  ^he  boundary  pf  the  United 
States,  frpni  the  point  w^ere  the  forty'fifth  d^ree 
of  north  iaMtude  strikes  tfais  river  Iroquois  or 
Cataraguy  to  the  Lake  Superior,  w.^fi  dedaie^  to 
j^  ^^«ioi^  tli^e  paiddle  of  said  river  jiato  Lake  Qo- 
lairio;  ilifoogh  the  middle  of  said  lake  ontil  it 
Mrikes  the  comiaaBioatiao  by  waier  between  that 
lake  and  Lake  Erie;  thence  along  the  middle  of 
said  eommutticatioa  into  Lake  Erie;  through  the 
middle  of  said  lake  uptil  it  arrives  at  the  water 
communication  into  the  Lake  Huron ;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  said  lake  to  the  water 
communication  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Su- 
perior.^ And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  what 
was  the  nkiddle  of  the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water 
communications,  and  whetbe;r  certain  islaudis  ly- 
inff  in  the  same  were  within  the  dominions  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  or  of  ihe  United  Sutes: 
In  order^  therefore,  finally  to  docide  these  doubts, 
they  shall  be  referred  to  two  Coa^iaissiooers,  to 
be  appointed,  sworn,  and  authorized  to  act  exactly 
in  tne  manner  directed,  with  respect  to  tfiose 
laentioneo  in  the  n^t  preceding  article,  unless 
qtheturise  specified  in  this  present  article.  The 
said  Commissioners  shall  meet,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, at  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place 
or  places  *&s  they  shall  think  fit :  the  said  Com- 
missioners shall,  by  a  report  or  declaration,  under 
their  hands  and  seals,  designate  the  boundary 
throiigh  the  said  river,  ii^es,  and  water  commu- 
nications, and  decide  to  which  of  the  two  con- 
tracting parties  the  several  islands  lyin^  within 
the  said  river.  lakes,  and  water  communications, 
do  respectively  beIon|^,  in  conformity  with  the 
true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three.  And  both  par- 
ties agree  to  consider  such  designation  and  decj- 
sion  as  final  and  conclusive.  And  in  the  event  of 
the  said  two  Commissioners  differing,  or  both,  or 
either  of  them,  refusing,  declining,  or  wilfully 
omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  declarations,  or 
statements,  shall  be  made  by  them,  or  either  of 
them,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly  Sovereign 


pr  State  shall  be  nia4a  in  all  mapecis  as  ia  the 
latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  »  contained,  and 
ia  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein  rt- 
pefited. 

AuT.  7.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  said  two 
last  mentioned  Conuaissioners,  after  they  ahall 
have  executed  the  duties  asaigned  to  them  in  the 
preceding  article,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereliy 
authorized,  upon  their  oaths,  impartially  to  fix 
and  determine,  according  to  the  true  Intent  of  the 
said  Treaty  of  Peace  oT one  thousand  seven  hoa* 
dred  and  eighty-three,  that  part  of  the  boundair 
between  the  dominions  of  the  two  Powers,  whien 
extends  from  the  water  eopamunication  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior  to  the  most  noctli- 
western  point  of  the  Laae  of  the  Woods,  to  de- 
cide to  which  of  the  two  pajrties  the  seveval 
islands  ly^ig  in  the  lajies,  water.cottimiinications, 
and  rivers,  ferinin|f  the  said  boundary,  do  «a- 
spectively  foeionjf,  in  conformity  with  the  true 
intent  of  the  said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  tkon- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  eighlty-ihree;  and  to 
caoae  such  parts  of  the  said  boundary  as  icqniae 
it  to  k^  surveyed  and  marked.  The  said  €nia- 
missioners  shall,  by  a  report  or  declaration  uadar 
their  hands  and  seals,  designate  the  boimdaty 
aforesaid,  state  their  decision  on  ihe  mala  thus 
referred  to  them,  and  partiaulariaa  tne  latitude 
and  longitude  of  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
tbe  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  of  such  other  parte 
of  the  said  boundary  as  they  may  deem  proper. 
And  both  parties  agree  to  consider  such  designa- 
tion and  decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  And 
in  the  event  of  the  said  two  Commissioners  dif- 
fering, or  both,  or  either  of  them,  refusing,  de- 
clining, or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports, 
declarations,  or  statements  Mall  be  made  by  them, 
or  either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a  uieadlf 
Sovereign  or  State  shall  he  made  in  all  respecte 
as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fi>ttith  article  is  eon* 
tained,  and  in  as  fiiU  a  taaawr  as  if  the  saoiie 
was  herein  repeated. 

Abt.  8.  The  several  boards  of  two  Commia- 
sionera  mentioned  in  the  four  preceding  articlea, 
shall  respectively  have  power  to  appoint  a  saore- 
tary,  anu  to  ^ploy  sucn  surveyors,  or  other  per> 
sons,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  poplicates 
of  all  their  resi>ective  reports,  declarations,  state- 
ments, and  decisions,  and  of  their  accounts,  and 
of  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  shall  be  de- 
livered by  them  to  the  agents  of  Ilis  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States, 
who  may  be  respectively^  appointed  and  author- 
ized to  manage  the  business  on  behalf  of  their 
respective  Qovernmenfs.  Tbe  said  Commission- 
ers shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  agreed  between  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties— such  agreement  being  to  be  settled  at  the 
time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
treaty.  And  all  other  expenses  attending  the 
said  Commissioners,  shall  be  defrayed  equally  by 
the  two  parties.  And  in  the  case  of  death,  sick- 
ness, resignation,  or  necessary  absence,  the  place 
of  every  such  Commissioner  respectively  ahall  be 
supplied  in  the  same  manner  as  such  Commis- 
sioner was  first  appointed,  and  the  new  Commis* 


1415 


APPENDIX 


1416 


Ctmaet  and  .Ckarader  cf  the  War. 


■toner  shall  take  the  same  oath  or  afllrmatioiii 
and  do  the  same  da  ties.  It  is  farther  agreed  be- 
tween the  two  contracting  parties,  that  in  case 
any  of  the  islands  mentioned  in  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding articles  which  were  in  the  possession  of 
one  of  the  parties  prior  to  the  corameifcement  of 
the  present  war  between  the  two  countries,  shooid, 
bf  the  decision  of  anf  of  the  Boards  of  Commis- 
sioners aforesaid,  or  of  the  Sovereign  or  State  so 
referred  to.  as  in  the  four  next  preceding  articles 
-  contained,  fall  within  the  dominions  of  the  other 
party,  all  grants  of  land  made  preyioos  to  the 
commencement  of  the  war  by  the  party  havinff 
had  saeh  possession,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  such 
island  or  islands  had  by  soch  decision  or  deci- 
sions been  adjudged  to  be  within  the  dominions 
of  the  party  baring  had  such  possession. 

Art.  9.  The  United  States  of  America  engage 
to  put  an  end,  immediately  after  the  ratification 
of  the  present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the 
tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  they  may 
be  at  war  at  the  time  of  soch  ratification ;  and 
forthwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  re- 
spectiyely,  all  the  possessions,  rights,  and  priri- 
leses,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or  been  en- 
tiSed  to  in  1811,  previous  to  such  hostilities: 
Provided  ahtaye,  That  such  tribes  or  nations 
shall  aj^ee  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against 
the  United  States  of  America,  their  citizens  and 
subjects,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  present 
treaty  being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and 
shall  so  desist  accordingly.  And  His  Britannic 
Majesty  engages,  on  his  part,  to  put.an  end,  imme- 
diately after  tne  ratification  of  the  present  treaty, 
to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians 
with  whom  he  may  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such 
ratification;  and  forthwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes 
or  nations,  respectively,  all  the  possessions,  rights, 
and  privileges,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or 
been  entitlra  to  in  1811,  previous  to  such  hostili- 
ties: Provided  always.  That  such  tribes  or  na- 
tions shall  ai;ree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities 
against  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  his  subjects, 
upon  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty  being 
notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  de- 
sist accordingly. 

Art.  ]0.  Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irre- 
concilable with  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
justice :  and  whereas  both  His  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their 
efibrU  to  promote  its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby 
agreed  that  both  the  contracting  parties  shall  use 
their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so  desirable 
an  object. 

Art.  11.  This  treaty,  when  the  same  shall 
have  been  ratified  on  both  sides,  without  altera- 
tion by  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  the 
ratifications  mutually  exchanged,  shall  be  bind- 
ing on  both  parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall 
be  exchanged  at  Washington,  in  the  space  of 
four  months  from  this  day,  or  sooner,  if  practi- 
cable. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, have  signed  this  treaty,  and  have 
hereunto  affixed  our  seals. 


Done,  in  triplicate,  at  Ghent,  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  December,  one  thonsand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen. 


'l.  8.' 
L.  8.| 
L.  8.j 
L.  8.] 

L.  8.' 


GAMBIBR, 
HENRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS, 
JOHN  aUINCT  ADAMS, 
J.  A.  BAYARD, 
H.  CLAY. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


AN  EXPOSITION  OF  THE  CAUSES  AMD 
CHARACTER  OF  THE  WAR. 

[NoTX^— This  Ezpositioa  of  the  Caiuas  and  Chai^ 
acter  of  the  War  was  prepared  and  rommitted  to  Che 
press,  before  any  account  had  been  received  in  &• 
United  Stetes  of  the  signature  of  a  TrMty  of  Peace, 
by  the  American  and  &e  British  negotiators ;  and  it 
would  have  been  difficult,  even  if  it  were  desizaUe,  to 
withhold  the  expodtioQ  from  the  public. 

But  the  chsrges  which  have  be^  solemnly  ezhifaited 
against  the  American  Government,  in  the  ftea  of  the 
world,  render  an  exposition  of  its  conduct  nuceusaiy, 
in  peace  as  much  as  in  war,  lor  the  honor  of  the  UmU' 
ted  States,  and  the  unsullied  lepntation  of  fhen-  arms  ;  ' 
lest  those  charges  should  obtain  crsdit  with  the  present 
generation,  or  pass,  for  truth,  into  the  hlstoiy  of  the 
times,  upon  the  eridenee  of  a  siknt  aeqaieseenoe.] 

Whatever  may  be  the  termination  of  the  nego- 
tiations at  Ghent,  the  despatches  of  the  Americaa 
Commissioners,  which  have  been  communtcated 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  the  Con- 
gress, during  the  present  session,  will  distinctly 
unfold,  to  the  attentive  and  impartial  of  all  na- 
tions, the  objects  and  dispositions  of  the  parties 
to  the  present  war. 

The  United  States,  relieved  by  the  general  pa- 
cification of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  from  the  dwLUgex 
of  actual  sufierance  under  the  evils  which  had 
compelled  them  to  resort  to  arms,  have  avowed 
their  readiness  to  resume  the  relations  of  pence 
and  amity  with  Great  Britain,  upon  the  simple 
and  single  condition  of  preserving  their  territoir 
and  their  sovereignty,  entire  and  unimpaired. 
Their  desire  of  peace,  indeed,  ^  upon  terms  of  re- 
ciprocity, consistent  with  the  rights  o(  both  par- 
ties, as  sovereign  and  independent  nations,"*  has 
not  at  any  time  been  influenced  by  the  provoca- 
tions of  an  unprecedented  course  of  ho8tiIfue»; 
by  the  incitements  of  a  successful  campa^;or 
by  the  agitations  which  have  seemed  again  to 
threaten  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

But  the  British  Government,  after  inriting  **a 
discussion  with  the  Government  of  America,  for 
the  conciliatory  adjustment  of  the  di^rences  sub- 
sisting between  the  two  States,  with  an  earnest 
desire  on  their  part  (as  it  was  alleged)  to  briag 
them  to  a  favorable  issue,  upon  principles  of  a 
perfect  reciprocity,  not  inconsistent  with  the 
established  maxims  of  public  law,  and  with  the 


•See  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Leid  CastlcrBigh*  dated 
January,  1814. 
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maritime  righto  of  the  British  empire;"*  and  af- 
ter "  expressly  disclaiming  any  intention  to  ac- 
Suirean  increase  of  territory,"!  ^^^^  peremptorily 
emanded,  as  the  price  of  peace,  concessions  cal- 
culated merelr  for  their  own  aggrandizement,  and 
for  the  hupiiiiation  of  their  aaversary.  At  one 
time,  thev  proposed,  as  their  eine  ^ua  notit  a  stip- 
ulation that  the  Indians,  inhabiting  the  country 
of  the  United  States,  witnin  the  limits  established 
bv  the  Treaty  of  1783,  should  be  included,  as  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain,  (a  party  to  that  treaty,) 
in  the  projected  pacification ;  and  that  definite 
boundaries  should  be  settled  fpr  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, upon  a  basis  which  would  hare  operated  to 
surrender  to  a  number  of  Indians,  not  probably 
exceeding  a  few  thousands,  the  rights  of  sorer* 
eignty,  as  well  as  of  soil,  over  nearly  one-third  of 
the  territorial  dominions  of  the  United  States, 
inhabited  by  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  of 
their  citizens.^  And,  more  recently,  (withdraw- 
ing, in  efiect.  that  proposition,)  they  nave  ofiered 
to  treat,  on  tne  basis  of  the  uti  poendetie;  when, 
by  the  operations  of  the  war,  they  had  obtainea 
the  military  possession  of  an  important  part  of 
the  State  ot  Massachusetts,  which,  it  was  known, 
could  never  be  the  subject  of  a  cession,  consist- 
ently with  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  American 
Qovernment«|  Thus,  it  is  obvious,  that  Qreat 
Britain,  neither  regarding  '*  the  principles  of  a 
perfect  reciprocity,"  nor  the  rule  of  her  own  prac- 
tice and  professions,  has  indulged  pretensions 
which  could  only  be  heard  in  oraer  to  be  reject- 
ed. The  alternative,  either  vindictively  to  pro- 
tract the  war  or  honorably  to  end  it,  has  been 
fairly  given  to  her  option ;  but  she  wanto  the 
magnanimity  to  decide,  while  her  apprehensions 
are  awakened  for  the  result  of  the  Congress  at 
Vienna,  and  her  hopes  are  flattered  by  the  schemes 
of  conquest  in  America. 

There  are  periods  in  the  transactions  of  every 
country,  as  well  as  in  the  life  of  every  individual, 
when  self-examination  becomes  a  duty  of  the 
highest  moral  obligation ;  when  the  Qovernment 

•See  Lord  CasUereagh's  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
iKe  4th  of  November,  1813. 

t  See  the  American  despateh»  dated  the  ISth  of  Au- 
gust, 1814. 

^  See  the  American  despatches,  dated  the  18th  and 
19th  of  Ang^nst,  1814;  the  .note  of  the  Britbh  Com- 
niisioaers,  dated  the  19th  of  August^  1814 ;  the  note 
of  the  American  Commissionen,  dated  the  21st  of 
August,  1814;  the  note  of  the  British  ConmiisBioners, 
dated  the  4th  of  September,  1814;  the  note  of  the 
American  Commiidoneri  ef  the  9th  of  September, 
1814;  the  note  of  the  British  CommiMoners,  dated 
the  19th  of  September,  1814;  the  note  of  the  Ameri- 
can Commissioners,  dated  the  86th  of  September*  1814 ; 
the  note  of  the  British  Commissionen,  dated  the  8th 
of  October,  1814;  and  the  note  of  the  American  Com- 
miMioners,  of  the  18th  of  October,  1814. 

I  See  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners,  dated 
the  21st  of  October,  1814 ;  the  note  of  the  American 
Commissioners,  dated  the  24th  of  October,  1814;  and 
tike  note  of  the  British  Commissionezs»  dated  the  31st 
of  October,  1814. 


of  a  free  people,  driven  from  the  path  of  peace, 
and  baffled  in  every  effort  to  regain  it,  may  resort, 
for  consolation,  to  the  conscious  rectitude  of  its 
measures;  and  when  an  appeal  to  mankind,  found* 
ed  upon  truth  and  justice,  cannot  fail  to  engage 
those  sympathies,  by  which  even  nations  are  led 
to  participate  in  the  jtapae  and  fortunes  of  each 
other.    The  United  States,  under  these  impres- 
sions, are  neither  iasensible  to  the  advantages 
nor  to  the  duties  of  their  peculiar  situation.  They 
have  but  recently,  as  it  were,  established  their  in* 
dependence;  and  the  volume  of  their  national 
history  lies  open,  at  a  glance,  to  every  eye.    The 
policy  of  their  Qovernment,  therefore,  whatever 
It  has  been,  in  their  foreign  as  well  as  in  their 
domestic  relations,  it  is  impossible  to  conceal  > 
and  it  most  be  difficult  to  mistake.    If  the  asser- 
tion, that  it  has  been  a  policy  to  preserve  peace 
and  amity  with  all  the  nations  ot  the  worldj  be 
doubted,  the  proofs  are  at. hand.    If  the  assertion, 
that  it  has  been  a  policy  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
the  United  States,  but,  at  the  same  time,  to  re- 
spect the  rights  of  every  other  nation,  be  doubted, 
tne  proofs  will  be  exhibited.    If  the  assertion, 
that  it  has  been  a  policy  to  act  impartially  to- 
wards the  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe,  be  doubt- 
ed, the  proofs  will  be  found  on  record,  eren  in  the 
archives  of  England  and  of  France.    And  if,  in 
fine,  the  assertion,  that  it  has  been  a  policy,  by  all 
honorable  means,  to  cultivate  with  Great  Britain 
those  sentiments  of  mutual  good  will,  which  nat- 
urally belong  to  nations  connected  by  the  ties  of 
a  common  ancestry,  an  identity  of  language,  and 
a  similarity  of  manners,  be  doubted,  the  proofs 
will  be  found  in  that  patient  forbearance,  under 
the  pressure  of  accumulating  wrongs,  which  marks 
the  period  of  almost  thirty  years,  that  elapsed  be- 
tween the  peace  of  1783  and  the  rupture  of  1812. 
The  United  States  had  just  recovered,  under 
the  auspices  of  their  present  Constitution,  from 
the  debility  which  their  Revolutionary  struggle 
had  produced,  when  the  convulsive  movements 
of  France  excited  throughout  the  civilized  world 
the  mingled  sensations  of  hope  and  fear— of  ad- 
miration and  alarm.    The  interest  which  those 
movements  would,  in  themselves,  have  excited, 
was  incalculably  ucreased,  however,  as  soon  as 
Qreat  Britain  became  a  party  to  the  first  memo- 
rable coalition  against  France,  and  assumed  the 
character  of  a  belligerent  Power ;  for,  it  was  ob- 
vious, that  the  distance  of  the  scene  would  no 
longer  exempt  the  United  States  from  the  influ- 
ence, and  the  evils,  of  the  European  conflict.  On 
the  one  hand,  their  Qovernment  was  connected 
with  France,  by  treaties  of  alliance  and  com- 
merce ;  and  the  services  which  that  nation  had 
rendered  to  the  cause  of  American  independence^ 
had  made  such  impressions  upon  the  public  mind, 
as  no  virtuous  statesman  could  rigidly  condemn, 
and  the  most  rigorous  statesman  would  have 
sought  in  rain  to  efface.    On  the  other  hand, 
Great  Britain,  leaving  the  Treatjr  of  1783  unex- 
ecuted, forcibly  retained  the  American  posts  opon 
the  Northern  frontier;  and,  slighting  every  over- 
ture to  place  the  diplomatic  and  commercial  rt- 
Utions  of  the  two  coontiits,  upon  a  fair  and 
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fne'ndly  foimclmtioii,*  seemed  to  eontempkte  the 
svccess  of  the  American  RetoitttioDi  in  a  soirit 
of  nnexttn^isbabrte  animosity.  Her  voice  iiad, 
indeed,  been  heard  from  ftvebec  and  Montrtel, 
instigating  the  sarages  to  war.f  Her  inTisible 
arm  wftsTelt,  in  the  defeats  of  General  Harmar^ 
and  General  St.  CiairJI  atft  eten  the  victory  of 
General  Wayoe{  was  achiered  in  the  presence  of 
a  fort  which  she  had  erected,  far  within  the  ter- 
ritoriil  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  to  stim- 
ulate and  countenance  the  barbarities  or  the  In- 
dian warrior.lf  Yet.  the  American  Government, 
neither  yielding  to  popular  feeling,  nor  acting 
upon  the  impulse  of  national  resentment,  hasten- 
ed to  adopt  the  policy  of  a  strict  and  steady  neu- 
trality ;  and  solemnly  announced  that  policy  to 
the  citizens  at  home,  and  the  nations  abroad,  by 
the  proclamation  of  the  2dd  of  April,  1793.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  trials  of  its  pride  and  of 
ixA  fortitude ;  whatever  ihay  have  been  the  impu- 
tations upon  its  fiddity  and  its  honor;  it  will  be 
demonstrated,  in  the  se<iuel,  that  the  American 
Government,  throitffhout  the  European  contest, 
and  amidst  all  iht  chants  of  the  objects,  and  the 

Earties,  that  have  been  involved  in  that  contest, 
as  inflexibly  adhered  to  the  principles  which 
were  thus,  authoritatively,  established,  to  regu- 
late the  conduct  of  the  United  States; 

It  was  reasonable  to  expect,  that  a  proclamation 
of  neutrality,  issued  under  the  circumstances 
which'  bare  been  described,  would  command  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  Great  Britain,  however 
offensive  it  might  prove  to  France,  as  contraven- 
ing^ essentially,  the  exposition  which  she  was  anx- 
ious to  bestow  upon  the  treaties  of  commerce  and 
alliance;  But  experience  has  shown  that  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  Great  Britain  are  not 
to  be  acquired  by  such  acts  of  impartiality  and 
independenee.  Under  every  Administration  of 
the  American  Government,  the  experiment  has 
been  made,  and  the  experiment  has  been  equally 
unsuccessful ;  for,  it  was  not  more  efiectuaily  as- 
certained in  the  year  1812^  than  at  antecedent  pe- 
riods, that  an  exemption  from  the  maritime  u^ur- 
gition,  and  the  commercial  monopoly,  of  Great 
ritain,  could  only  be  obtained  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  becoming  an  associate  in  her  enmities 
and  her  wars.  While  the  proclamation  of  neu- 
trality was  still  in  the  view  of  the  British  Min- 
irtcr,  an  order  of  the  8th  of  June,  179a  issued 
from  the  Cabinet,  by  virtue  of  which,  "  all  vessels 
loaded  Wholly,  or  in  part,  with  corn,  tfour,  or  meal, 
bound  to  any  port  in  France,  or  any  port  occupied 
by  the  armies  of  Prance,"  were  required  to  be 
earned^  forcibly,  into  England  ;  and  the  cargoes 
Were  either  to  be  sold  there,  or  security  was  to 

*8ee  Mir,  Adams's  cdrrespondenee. 

I  Bee  the  speeches  of  Lord  Dorchester. 
On  the  waters  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  on  the 
l^lst  of  October,  1790. 
I  At  Fort  Reeoterr,  oh  the  4th  of  November,  17191. 
SOn  &e  Miami  of  the  Lake,  in  August^  1794. 
^8ee  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Randolph, 
the  American  Secretaiy  of  State,  and  Mr.  Hammond, 
the  British  Plen^tenllary,  dated  May  and  June,  1794. 


be  given  that  they  should  only  be  sold  id  the 
ports  of  a  country  in.  amity  with  his  Brftannie 
Majesty.*    The  moral  character  of  an  avowed 
design  to  infiict  famine  upon  the  whole  of  the 
French  p^pk,  was,  at  that  time,  properly  esti- 
mated throughout  the  civilized  world  *,  and  so 
^larinffan  infraction  of  neutral  rights,  as  the  Brit- 
ish order  was  calculated  to  produce,  did  not  escape 
the  severities  of  diplomatic  aniitiadrerslon  and 
remonstrance.    But  this  aggression  was  zoon  foU 
lowed  by  another  of  a  more  hostile  cast.    In  the 
war  of  1756,  Great  Britain  had  endeavored  to 
establish  the  rule,  that  neutral  nations  were  not 
entitled  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  trade  with  the 
colonies  of  a  belligerent  Power,  from  which,  iu 
the  season  of  peace,  they  were  excluded  by  the 
parent  Smte.    The  rule  stands  without  positive 
sut>port  from  any  general  authority  on  public  law. 
If  it  be  true  that  souie  treaties  contain  stipula- 
tions, by  which  the  parties  expressly  exclude  each 
other  from  the  commerce  of  their  respective  col- 
onies ;  and  if  it  be  true,  that  the  ordinances  of  a 
particular  State  often  provide  for  the  exclusive 
enjoyment  of  its  colonial  commerce^  still  Great 
Britain  cannot  be  authorired  to  deduce  the  rule 
of  the  war  of  1756,  by  implication,  from  such 
treaties  and  such  ordinances ;  while  it  is  not  trae 
that  the  rule  forms  a  part  of  the  hi  w  of  nations-, 
nor  that  it  has  been  adopted  ^  any  other  Gov- 
ernment ;  nor  that  even  Great  Britain  herself  has 
uniformly  practised  upon  the  role  -,  since  its  ap- 
plication was  unknown  from  the  war  of  1756, 
nntil  the  French  war  of  1792,  including  the  endre 
period  of  the  American  war.    Let  it  be,  argu- 
mentatively,  allowed,  however,  that  Gkeat  Brit- 
ain possessed  the  riffht,  as  well  as  the  power,  to 
revive  and  enforce  the  role;  yet,  the  time  and  the 
manner  of  exercising  the  power,  would  afford 
ample  cause  for  reproach.    The  citizens  of  the 
United  States  had  openly  engaged  in  an  exten- 
sive trade  with  the  French  islands,  in  the  West 
Indies,  iffuorant  of  the  alleged  existence  of  the 
role  of  the  war  of  1756,  or  unapprized  of  any  in- 
tention to  call  it  into  action,  when  the  or^  of 
the  6th  of  November,  1793,  was  sileatly  cireolaied 
amon^  the  British  cruisersj  consigning  to  legal 
adjudication,  "  all  vessels  loaden  with  goods,  the 
produce  of  any  colony  of  France,  or  carrying^  pro- 
visions or  supplies,  for  the  use  of  any  such  colo- 
nj."t    A  great  portion  of  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  was  thus  annihilated  at  a  blow; 
the  amicable  di^tosltions  of  the  Goverament  were 
again  disregarded  and  contemned;  thescnsthilitf 
of  the  nation  was  excited  to  a  higii  degree  of  re- 
sentaaent,  by  theappatent  treachery  of  UeBtHiifti 
order ;  and  a  reeontse  to  reprisals,  or  to  war,  for 
ittdemhity  atod  redress,  seemed  to  be  unavoidable. 
But  the  love  of  justice  had  enabKshed  the  law  e# 
neutrality;  and  the  love  of  peace  ta«ht  a  leaaov 
of  forbearance.    The   American    Gorenittcii^ 
therefore,  risiiresnperior  to  the  provoeatioDraad 
the  passions  of  the  day,  instituted  a  speefii  mk- 

*See  the  Order  in  Coitaidl  of  the  fHh  otJwm,  1799, 
and  the  remonstrtnos  of  the  American  Go^vament;. 
tSee  the  Biitishorderof  thedthof  lfoveflte.17%3; 
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sioB  to  represent  at  the  Coort  of  Londoki  the  in- 
jories  flitd  the  indigoitiea  which  it  bad  snfiered ; 
'<  to  Yindieate  its  rights  with  firmness,  and  to  cul- 
timte  peace  with  sincerity.'^  The  imntediate 
result  of  this  misiiion  was  a  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce, and  navigation,  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  which  was  signed  by  the  ne- 

fotiiitors  on  the  19rh  of  November,  1794,  and 
ntAlf  ratified,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  year  1796.  But  both  the  mission  And  its  re- 
svh,  serve,  also,  to  display  the  independence  and 
the  impartiality  of  the  American  Qovernment.in 
asserting  its  rights  and  performing  its  duties, 
equally  unawed  and  unbiassed  by  the  instru- 
ments of  belligerent  power  or  persuasion. 

Ott  the  foundation  of  this  treaty  the  United 
States,  in  a  pure  spirit  of  good  faith  and  confi- 
dence, raised  the  hope  and  the  expectation,  that 
the  maritime  usurpations  of  Great  Britain  would 
cease  to  annoy  them ;  that  all  doubtful  claims  of 
jurisdiction  would  be  suspended ;  and  that  even 
the  exercise  of  an  incontestable  right  wonld  be  so 
modified,  as  to  present  neither  insult,  nor  outrage, 
nor  inconvenience,  to  their  flag  or  to  their  com- 
mefce;  but  the  hope  and  the  exipeetatioB  of  fhe 
United  States  have  been  fktally  disappointed. 
Some  relaotatiou  in  the  riffor,  without  any  altera- 
tion in  the  principle,  of  the  Order  in  Council  of 
the  6th  of  November,  1793,  wms  introduced  bv 
the  subsequent  Orders  of  the  8th  of  January,  1794j 
and  the  d5th  of  January,  1796;  but  from  the  rat- 
ifientibn  of  the  Treaty  of  1794.  until  the  short 
respite  afforded  by  the  Treaty  of 'Am  tens,  in  1803, 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  continued  to 
be  the  prey  of  British  cruisers  and  privateers, 
under  the  adjudicatin^t  patronage  of  the  British 
tribunals.  Another  grievance,  however,  assumed 
at  this  epoch  a  form  and  magnitude  whith  cast 
a  shade  over  the  social  happiness^  a^  Well  as  the 
political  independence  of  the  nation.  The  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  United  States  were  arrested 
on  the  high  seas,  while  in  the  prosecution  of  dis- 
tant voyages ;  considerable  numbers  of  their  crews 
were  impressed  into  the  naval  service  of  Great 
Britain ;  the  commercial  adventurer  of  the  own- 
ers were  often,  consequently,  defeated ;  and  the 
loss  of  {iroperty,  the  embarrassments  of  trade  and 
navigation,  and  the  scene  of  domestic  affliction, 
became  intolerable.  This  grievance  (which  con>- 
stitutes  an  important  survivmg  cause  of  the  Amer- 
ican declaration  of  war)  was  early,  and  has  been 
incessantly,  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  Even  in  the  year  1792,  they 
were  told  of  "the  irritation  that  it  had  excited, 
and  of  the  difficulty  of  avoiding  to  make  imme- 
diate reprisals  on  their  seamen  in  tbe  United 
StateSi"f  They  were  tdd  ''that  so  many  in- 
stances of  the  kind  had  happened,  that  it  wasquite 
necessary  they  should  ezpiaia  themselves  on  the 

*  See  the  PreitdeBf  s  Message  to  the  Senate,  of  the 
16th  of  April,  1794,  nominating  Mr.  Jay  as  Envoy 
Ebrtraerdiaayy  to  hia  Mtannie  Majesty. 

tdee  the  letter  of  ».  JeiRraen,  Seotelsfy  of  Stutoi 
tolir.  Pintaiey,  Minister  at  Iiondon,  dated  the  11th  of 
June,  n93. 


subiect,  and  be  led  to  disavow  and  punish  such 
violence,  which  had  never  been  experienced  from 
any  other  nation."*  And  they  were  told  "  of  the 
inconvenience  of  such  conduct,  and  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  letting  it  go  on,  so  that  the  British  Mia* 
istrjr  should  be  made  sensible  of  the  necessity  of 
punishing  the  past,  and  preventing  the  futUTe."t 
But  after  the  Treaty  of  Amity.  Commerce,  and 
Navigation,  had  been  ratified,  the  nature  and  the 
extent  of  the  grievance  became  still  more  mani- 
fest ;  and  it  was  dearlv  and  firmly  presented  to* 
the  view  of  the  British  Government,  as  leading 
tinavoidably  to  discord  and  war  between  the  two 
nations.  They  were  told,  ^^  that  unless  they 
would  come  to  some  accommodation  which  might 
insure  the  American  seamen  against  this  oppres- 
sion, measures  would  be  taken  to  cause  tne  in^ 
convenience  to  be  equally  felt  on  both  sides."} 
They  were  told,  *4hat  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  to  serve  on  board  of  British  armed 
vessels,  was  not  only  an  injury  to  the  unfortunate 
individuals,  but  it  naturally  ex!cited  certain  emo^ 
tions  in  the  breasts  of  the  nation  to  whom  they 
belonged,  and  of  the  just  and  humane  of  every 
country;  and  that  an  expectation  was  indulged 
that  orders  would  be  given  that  the  Americans^ 
so  circumstanced,  should  be  immedihtely  liber- 
ated, and  that  the  British  officers  should,  in  fn^ 
tare,  abstain  from  similar  violences."||  They 
were  told,  '*  that  the  subject  was  of  much  great- 
er importance  than  had  been  supposed ;  and  that^ 
instead  of  a  few,  and  those  in  manv  instances 
equivocal  oases,  the  American  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London  had,  in  nine  months  (part  of  the 
years  1796  and  1797)  made  applications  for  the 
discharge  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  sea* 
men,  wno  had,  in  most  cases,  exhibited  such  ev£« 
dence  as  to  satisfy'him  that  tney  were  real  AmeN 
icans,  fbrced  into  the  British  service^  and  perse- 
vering, generally,  in  refusin^pay  and  bounty."f 
They  were  told,  'Mhat  if  the  JBritish  Government 
had  any  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  United  Statea, 
any  respect  for  the  nation,  and  i>laced  any  value 
on  their  friendship,  it  would  facilitate  the  meana 
of  relieving  their  oppressed  citizens."^  *  They 
were  told,  "that  the  mitish  nat^i  officers  often 
impressed  Swedes,  Danes,  and  other  foreigners^ 
from  the  vessels  of  the  United  States;  that  they 
might  with  as  much  reason,  rob  American  ves^ 
sels  of  property  or  merchnndiseof  Swedes,  Danes, 
and  Portuguese,  as  seize  and  detain  in  their  ser- 

*  See  the  letter  fironi  Mr.  Je&rson  to  Mr.  Pinkneyi 
dated  the  12th  of  October,  1793. 

t  See  the  letter  iirom  the  same  tothe  same^  dated  the 
ethofNoyember,  1792. 

X  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Plnknej,  Minister  at  lion- 
don,  to  the  Secrstary  of  Stete^  dated  the  13th  of  March^ 
1793. 

I  See  the  note  of  Mr.  Jay,  Cutot  Extraordinary,  to 
Lord  GrenviDe,  dated  tbe  30th  of  July,  1794. 

§  See  the  letter  of  Mr«  King,  Mmhrtafat  London,  10 
the  Seeretaiy  of  Stated  dated  the  ISlth  of  Aprils  1797^ 

irSee  the  letter  ftom  Mr.  Picheiing,  SecreCaiy  of 
State,  to  Mr.  Kfaig,  Minister  at  Loadon,  dated  the  10th 
of  September,  1796. 
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Tiee  the  sabjects  of  those  nations  found  on  board 
of  American  Teasels;  and  that  the  President  was 
extremely  anxious  to  bare  this  business  of  im- 
pressing placed  on  a  reasonable  footing."*  And 
they  were  told,  ^*  that  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  was  an  injury  of  very  serious  mag- 
nitude, which  deeply  affected  the  feelings  and 
honor  of  the  nation  ;  that  no  right  had  been  as- 
serted to  impress  the  natives  of  America,  yet, 
that  they  were  impressed;  they  were  dragged  on 
board  British  ships  of  war,  with  the  eridence  of 
citizenship  in  their  hands,  and  forced  by  irio- 
lence  tbere  to  serve  until  conclusive  testimonials 
of  their  birth  could  be  obtained ;  that  many  most 
p«rish  unrelieved,  and  all  were  detained  a  con- 
siderable time  in  lawless  and  injurious  confine- 
ment; that  the  continuance  of  the  practice  must 
inevitably  produce  discord  between  two  nations, 
which  bugnt  to  be  the  friends  of  each  other ;  ana 
that  it  was  more  advisable  to  desist  from,  and  to 
take  effectual  measures  to  prevent  an  ackoowl*- 
edged  wrong,  than,  by  perseverance  in  that  wrong, 
to  excite  against  themselves  the  well-founded  re- 
sentments of  America,  and  force  the  Government 
into  measures  which  may  possibly  terminate  in 
an  open  rupture.'^t 

Such  were  the  feelings  and  the  sentiments  of 
the  American  Government,  under  every  change 
of  its  administration,  in  relation  to  the  British 
practice  of  impressment^  and  such  the  remon- 
strances addressed  to  the  justice  of  Great  Britain. 
It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  this  cause,  independ- 
ent of  every  other,  has  been  uniformly  deemed  a 
just  and  certain  cause  of  war;  yet,  the  character- 
istic policy  of  the  United  States  still  prevailed : 
remonstrance  was  onhr  succeeded  by  negotiation, 
and  every  assertion  of  American  rights  was  ac- 
companied with  an  overture  to  secure,  in  any 
practicable  form,  the  rights  of  Great  Britain4 
Time  seemed,  however^  to  render  it  more  and 
more  difficult  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  standard  of 
the  British  rights,  accordinj[  to  the  succession  of 
the  British  eutims.  The  right  of  entering  and 
searching  an  American  merchant  ship,  for  the 
parnoseof  imoressment,  was, for  awhile,  confined 
to  the  case  or  British  deserters ;  and  even  so  late 
as  the  month  of  February,  1800,  the  Minuter  of 
His  Britannic  Majestv,  then  at  Philadelphia, 
urged  the  American  Ghovernment  ^  to  take  into 
consideration,  as  the  only  means  of  drying  up 
every  source  of  complaint  and  irritation  upon  that 
head,  a  proposal  which  he  had  made  two  years 
before,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
for  the  reciprocal  restitution  of  deserters."||    But 

*  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr.  Kmg, 
dated  the  26th  of  October,  1796. 

t  See  the  letter  fiom  Mr.  Merriiall,  Seeretaiy  ot 
H9tate,  (now  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  Sutes,)  to  Mr. 
King,  Minister  at  London,  dated  the  80th  of  Septem- 
ber. 1800. 

^See  paitienlarlv  Mr.  King's  propoidtionfl  to  Lord 
ChrenviHe,  and  Lord  Hawkesboiy,  of  the  18th  of  April, 
1797,  the  16th  of  March,  1799,  the  86th  of  Febraaiy, 
1801,  and  in  July,  1813. 

I  See  Mr.  Liston's  note  to  Mr.  Pickering,  the  Seere- 
ary  of  State,  dated  the  4th  of  February,  1800. 


this  project  of  a  treaty  was  then  deemed  inadmis- 
sible, by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  chief  officers  of  the  Executive  departmeoCs  of 
the  Government,  whom  be  consulted  for  the  same 
reason,  specifically,  which,  at  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod, induced  the  President  of  the  Unitei  States 
to  withhold  his  approbation  from  the  treaty  ne- 
gotiated by  the  American  Ministers  at  London  in 
the  year  1806,  namely:  ^that  it  did  not  snffi- 
ciently  provide  against  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  ;"'*'  and  '*  that  it  is  better  to  brnwe  no 
article,  and  to  meet  the  consequences,  than  not 
to  enumerate  merchant  vessels  on  the  high  seas, 
among  the  things  not  to  be  forcibly  eatoed  in 
search  o(  deserters."!  But  the  British  claim,  ex- 
panding with  singular  elasticity,  was  soon  fonnd 
to  include  a  right  to  enter  American  vessels  on 
the  hiffh  seas,  in  order  to  search  for  and  seize  all 
British  seamen;  it  next  embraced  the  ease  of 
every  British  subject,  and  finally,  in  its  practical 
enforcement,  it  has  been  extended  to  every  mari- 
ner who  could  not  prove,  upon  the  spot,  that  he 
was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

While  the  nature  of  the  British  claim  was  thus 
ambiguous  and  fluctuating,  the  principle  to  which 
it  was  referred,  for  justice  and  support,  appear- 
ed to  be  at  once  arbitrary  and  illosoiy.  It  wmb 
not  recorded  in  any  positive  code  o(  the  Jaw  of 
nations ;  it  was  not  displaved  io  the  elementary 
works  of  the  civilian,  nor  nad  it  ever  been  exem- 
plified in  the  maritime  usages  of  any  other  conn- 
try,  in  any  other  age.  In  truth,  it  was  the  offspring 
of  the  municipal  law  of  Qreat  Britain  uone, 
equally  operative  in  a  time  of  peace  and  in  a  time 
of  war;  and,  under  all  circumstances,  inflicting  a 
coercive  jurisdiction  upon  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  world. 

For  the  legitimate  rights  of  the  belligerent 
Powers,  the  United  States  had  felt  and  evinced  a 
sincere  and  open  respect.  Although  they  h^i 
marked  a  diversity  of  doctrine  among  the  most 
celebrated  jurists,  upon  many  of  the  litigated 
pointo  of  the  late  war ;  although  they  had  for- 
merly espoused,  with  the  example  of  the  most 
powerful  Government  of  Europe,  the  princiiAes 
of  the  armed  neutrality,  which  were  esuWued 
in  the  vear  1780,  upon  the  basis  of  the  memom- 
ble  declaration  of  the  Empress  of  all  the  Rnssias; 
and  although  the  principles  of  that  deciaratioa 
have  been  incorporated  into  all  their  publie  trea- 
ties, except  in  the  instance  of  the  Treaty  of  179^ 
yet  the  United  Sut^,  still  faithful  to  the  pacitfe 
and  impartial  policy  which  they  professed  did 
not  hesitate,  even  at  the  commencement  ot  the 
French  revolutionary  war,  to  accept  and  allow 
the  exposition  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  was 
then  maintained  by  Qreat  Britain ;  and  conse- 

*  See  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pidcering^  Seerstery  sf 
Siate,  endosug  a  plan  of  a  treaty,  dated  the  3d  of  Mry, 
1800,  and  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Woloott,  SeereCaiy  of  dbe 
Treasury,  dated  the  14th  of  April,  1800. 

tSeethe  opinion  of  Mr.Stoddert,  Secntaiyif  dba 
Navv,  dated  the  28d  of  April,  1600,  and  the  cfMsBs 
ef  Mr.  Lee,  Attorney  General,  dated  the  SMirf  Feib- 
maty,  and  the  dOth  of  April,  1800. 
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«eqiiently,  to  ftdmit,  upon  a  moch  eoatested  |K»int, 
tkmt  the  property  of  her  enemy,  ia  their  vessels 
might  be  iawfulW  captured  as  prize  of  war.*  It 
was  also  freeljT  admitted,  that  a  belligerent  Power 
had  a  right,  with  proper  cautions,  to  enter  and 
search  American  vessels  for  the  goods  of  an  ene- 
my, and  for  articles  contraband  of  war;  that. if 
upon  a  search  sneh  goods  or  articles  were  found, 
or  if,  in  the  course  of  the  search,  persons  in  the 
military  service  of  the  enemy  were  d>Mo^^'®^}  * 
belligerent  had  a  right  of  transhipment  and  re- 
moval ;  that  a  belligerent  had  a  right,  in  doubtful 
cases,  to  carry  American  vessels  to  a  convenient 
station  for  further  examination,  and  that  a  bellig- 
erent had  a  right  to  exclude  American  vessels 
from  pof  ts  and  places,  under  the  blockade  of  an 
adequate  naval  force.  These  rights  the  law  of 
nations  might  reasonably  be  deemed  to  sanction, 
nor  has  a  fair  exercise  of  the  powers  necessary 
for  the  enjoyment  of  these  fights  been,  at  any 
time,  contfoverted  or  opposed  by  the  American 
Government. 

But  it  most  be  again  remarked,  that  the  claim 
of  Great  Britain  was  not .  to  be  satisfied  by  the 
most  ample  and  explicit  recognition  of  the  faiw  of 
war  i  for,  the  law  of  war  treats  only  of  the  rela- 
tions of  a  belligerent  to  his  enemv,  while  the 
claim  of  Great  Britain  embraced,  also,  the  rela- 
tions between  a  Sovereign  and  his  subjecu.  It 
was  said,  that  every  Briibh  subject  was  bound 
by  a  tie  of  allegiance  to  his  Sovereign,  which  no 
Upse  of  time,  no  change  of  place,  no  exigency  of 
life,  could  possibly  weaken  or  dissolve.  It  was 
said,  that  the  British  Sovereign  was  entitled,  at 
all  periods,  and  on  all  occasions,  to  the  services 
of  his  subjects.  And  it  was  said,  that  the  British 
vessels  of  war  upon  the  high  seas,  might  lawfully 
and  forcibly  enter  the  merchant  vessels  of  every 
other  nation  (for  the  theory  of  these  pretensions 
is  not  limited  to  the  case  of  the  United  States, 
although  that  case  has  been,  almost  exclusively, 
afiected  by  their  practical  operation)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discovering  and  impressing  British  sub- 
jects.t  The  United  States  presume  not  to  discuss 
the  forms,  or  the  principles,  of  the.|[overnmenis 
established  in  other  countries.  Enjoying  the  right 


poUtioal 

ever  may  be  the  form  or  the  principle  of  govern 
ment,  it  is  an  universal  axiom  of  pubCc  law, 
among  sovereign  and  independent  States,  that 
every  nation  is  bound  so  to  use  and  enjoy  its  own 
rights  as  not  to  injure  or  destroy  the  rights  of 
any  other  nation.  Say  then,  that  the  tie  of  alle- 
giance cannot  be  severed,  or  relaxed,  as  respects 
the  sovereign  and  the  subject ;  and  say,  that  the 
sovereign  is,  at  all  times,  entitled  to  the  services 

*  See  the  correspondence  of  the  year  1793,  between 
Mr.  Jelfonon,  Secietaiy  of  State,  and  the  Mimslers  of 
Great  Britiiiv^and  France.  See  also  Mr.  Je£brson's 
letter  to  the  AmericaB  Minister  al  Paris,  of  the  same 
year,  requestiBg  the  recall  of  Mr.  Genet 

tSee  the  British  deeiaiatioa  of  the  lOtkof  Jamary, 


of  the  subject ;  stilly  there  is  nothing^  gained,  in 
support  of  the  British  claim,  unless  it  can,  also, 
be  said,  that  the  British.  Sovereign  has  a  right  to 
seek  and  seize  his  subject,  while  actually  within 
the  dominion  or  under  the  special  protection  of 
another  Sovereign  State.  This  will  not  surely 
be  denominated  a  process  of  the  law  of  nations, 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  rights  of  war ; 
and  if  it  shall  be  tolerated  as  a  process  of  the  mu- 
nicipal law  of  Great  Britain,  tor  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  the  ri^ht  of  the  Sovereign  to  the  ser- 
vice of  his  subjects,  there  is  no  principle  of  dis- 
crimination which  can  prevent  its  being  em- 
ployed in  peace  or  in  war,  with  all  the  attendant 
abuses  of  lorce  and  fraud,  to  justify  the  seizure  of 
British  subjects  for  crimes  or  for  debts;  and  the 
seizure  of  British  property,  for  any  cause  that 
shall  be  arbitrarily  assigned.  The  introduction 
of  these  de|prading  novelties  into  the  maritime 
code  of  nauons,  it  has  been  the  arduous  task  of 
the  American  Government,  in  the  onset,  to  op- 
pose; and  it  rests  with  all  other  (Governments  to 
decide,  how  far  their  honor  and  their  interests 
must  be  eventually  implicated,  by  a  tacit  acquies- 
cence, in  the  successive  usurpations  of  the  British 
flag.  If  the  right  claimed  by  Great  Britain  be, 
indeed,  common  to  all  Governments,  the  ocean 
will  exhibit,  in  addition  to  iu  many  other  perils, 
a  scene  of  everlasting  strife  and  contention ;  bat 
what  other  Government  has  ever  claimed  or 
exercised  the  right  ?  If  the  right  shall  be  exclu- 
sively establish^  as  a  trophy  of  the  naval  sope^ 
riority  of  Great  Britain,  the  ocean,  which  has 
been  sometimes  emphatically  denominated,  '^  the 
highway  of  nations,"  will  be  identified,  in  occu- 
pancy and  use,  with  the  dominions  of  the  British 
Grown ;  and  every  other  nation  must  enjoy  the 
liberty  of  passage,  upon  the  payment  of  a  trinute, 
or  the  inaulf^ence  of  a  license ;  but  what  nation 
is  prepared  for  this  sacrifice  of  its  honor  and  its 
interesU?  And  if,  after  all,  the  right  be  now 
asserted  (as  experience  too  plainly  indicates)  for 
the  purpose  of  imposing  upon  the  United  States, 
to  accommodate  the  mitish  maritime  policy,  a 
new  and  odious  limitation  of  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  which  were  acquired  by  the  glo- 
rious Revolution  of  1776,  it  is  not  for  the  Ameri- 
can Government  to  calculate  the  duration  of  a 
war  that  shall  be  waged,  in  resistance  of  the  active 
attempts  of  Great  Britain  to  accomplish  her  pro- 
ject; for,  where  is  the  American  citizen  who 
would  tolerate  a  day's  submission  to  the  vassal- 
age of  such  a  condition  ? 

But  the  American  <3ovemment  has  seen,  with 
some  surprise,  the  gloss  which  the  Prince  Recent 
of  Great  Britain,  in  his  declaration  of  the  10th  of 
January,  1813,  has  condescended  to  bestow  upon 
the  British  claim  of  a  right  to  impress  men,  on 
board  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  other  nations ; 
and  the  retort,  which  he  has  ventured  to  make, 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  United  States,  relative 
to  the  controverted  doctrines  of  expatriation.  The 
American  Government,  like  every  other  civilized 
Government,  avows  the  prineipfe,  and  indulges 
the  practice,  of  naturalizing  foreigners.  In  Great 
Britain,  and  throughout  the  Continent  of  Europe^ 
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th«law8  and  reflations  toon  the  subject  are 
not  materially  dissimilar,  insta  compared  with 
the  laws  and  regaiations  of  the  United  States. 
The  effect,  howerer,  of  such  nataralization,  upon 
the  connexion,  which  prerionsly  sobsitfted,  be: 
tween  the  naturalized  person  and  the  CrOTern* 
ment  of  the  country  of  his  birth,  has  been  differ- 
ently considered^  at  different  timee,  and  in  differ- 
ent places.  Btill,  there  are  many  respects  in 
which  a  diversity  of  opinion  does  not  exist,  and 
cannot  arise.  It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  an 
act  of  naturalization  is  not  a  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations ;  and  that,  in  partieuhir,  it  is  not,  in 
itself,  an  offence  a^inst  the  Goyernment  whose 
subject  is  naturalized.  It  is  agreed,  that  an  act 
of  naturalization  creates,  between  the  parties,  the 
reciprocal  obligations  of  allegiance  and  protection. 
It  is  agreed,  that  while  a  naturalized  citizeii  con- 
tinues within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  his 
adoptive  Goyemment,  he  cannot  be  pursued,  or 
seized,  or  restrained,  by  his  Sovereign.  It  is 
agreed,  that  a  naturalized  citizen,  whaieirer  may 
be  thought  of  the  claims  of  the  Sovereign  of  his 
native  country,  cannot  lawfully  be  withdrawn 
from  the  obligations  of  his  contract  of  naturali- 
zation, by  the  force,  or  the  seduction,  of  a  third 
Power*  And  it  is  agreed,  that  no  Sovereign  can 
lawfully  interfere,  to  take  from  the  service,  or 
the  employment,  of  another  Sovereign,  persons 
who  are  not  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  Sov- 
ereigns engaged  in  the  transaction.  .  Beyond  the 
principles  of  these  accorded  propositions,  what 
have  the  United  States  done  to  justify  the  impu- 
tation of  ^  harboring  Britlah  seamen,  and  exer- 
cimisf  an  assumed  riffht.  to  transfer  the  allegiance 
of  British  subjects?'**  The  United  Staltes  have, 
indeed,  insisted  upon  the  right  of  navigating  the 
ocean  in  peace  and  safety,  protecting  all  that  is 
covered  b^  their  flag,  as  on  a  place  of  equal  and 
common  lorisdiction  to  all  nations ;  save  where 
the  law  of  war  interposes  the  exceptions  of  visi- 
tation, search,  and  capture ;  but,  in  doin^  this, 
they  have  donie  no  wrong.  The  United  States 
in  perfeet  consistency,  it  is  believed,  with  the 
practice  t>f  all  Miigerent  nations,  not  even  ex- 
cepting Great  Britain  herself,  have,  indeed,  an- 
nounced a  deternunation,  since  the  declaration  of 
hostilities,  to  afford  protection,  as  well  to  the 
naturalized,  as  to  the  native  citizen,  who,  ffiving 
the  strongest  proofs  of  fidelity,  should  betalen  in 
arms  by  the  enemy ;  and  the  British  cabinet  well 
know,  that  this  determination  could  have  no 
influence  upon  those  councils  of  their  Sovereign, 
which  preceded  and  produced  the  war.  It  was 
not,  then,  to  '^harbor  British  seamen,"  nor  to 
*' transfer  the  all^fanoe  of  British  subjecu;"  nor 
to  ^*  cancel  the  jurisdiction  of  their  legitimate 
Sovereign ;"  nor  to  vindicate  **  the  pretension  that 
acu  of  naturalization,  and  certificates  of  citizen- 
ship, were  as  valid  out  of  their  own  territory  as 
within  it;"t  that  the  United  States  have  asserted 

*  See  the  Britbh  declaratton  of  tiie  10th  of  January, 
1913. 

t  See  these  passages  in  the  British  declaratien  of  the 
lOlh  of  Jannsay,  1618. 


the  honor  and  the  privilege  of  thmrfUg,  by  the 
force  of  reason  and  of  arms.  But  it  was  to  reaisi  a 
systetnatic  scheme  of  maritime  aggrandixemeiiti 
which,  prescribing  to  every  other  nation  the  limita 
of  a  territorial  boundary^  claimed  for  Great  Brit- 
ain^  the  exclusive  dominion  of  the  seas;  and 
which,  spurning  the  settled  principles  of  the  Imw 
of  war,  condemned  the  ships  and  maffinera  of  the 
United  States  to  suffer,  upon  the  high  aesa  tfnd 
virtually  within  the  jurisdiction  of  their  flag,  the 
most  rigorous  dispensations  of  the  British  mbol- 
cipal  code,  inflicted  by  the  coarse  and  licentiotts 
hand  of  a  British  press-gang. 

The  injustice  of  the  British  claim,  and  the 
cruelty  of  the  British  practice,  have  tested,  for  a 
series  of  years,  the  pride  and  the  patience  of  the 
American  Government ;  but,  still,  every  experi- 
ment was  anxiously  made  to  avoid  the  last  resort 
of  nations.    The  claim  of  Great  Britain,  in  its 
theory,  was  limited  to  the  right  of  seeking  and 
impressing  its  own  subjects,  on  board  of  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  United  States,  although,  in 
fatal  experience,  it  has  been  extended  (as  already 
appears)  to  the  seizure  of  the  subjects  of  every 
other  Power,  sailing  under  a  voluntary  eootraet 
with  the  American  merchant :  to  the  seizors  of 
the  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  Stttei^  sail- 
ing, also,  under  voluntary  contracts^  which  every 
foreigner,  independent  ofanyactofnatoralizatiooy 
is  at  liberty  to  form  in  e vet jr country;  and  erea 
to  the  seizure  of  the  native  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  sailing  on  board  the  ships  of  their  own 
nation,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  commerce. 
The  excuse,  for  what  has  been  unfeelingly  termed, 
"  partial  mistakes,  and  occasional  ahvae,''*  when 
the  right  of  impressment  was  practised  towards 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  is,  in  the  words  of 
the  Prince  Regent's  declaration,  "  a  similarity  of 
language  and  manners;"  but  was  it  not  koowB| 
when  this  excuse  was  offered  to  the  world,  thai 
the  Russian,  the  Swede,  the  Dane,  and  the  Qer- 
man ;  that  the  Frenchman,  the  Spaniard,  and 
the  Portuguese;  nay,  that  the  African  and  the 
Asiatic ;  between  whom  and  the  people  of  Gteai 
Britain  there  exists  no  similarity  of  l8ngna|re, 
manners,  or  complexion ;  had  been,  equally  with 
the  American  citizeta  ai^d  the  British  subject,  the 
victims  of  the  impress  tyranny  tf    ^  however, 
the  excuse  be  sincere ;  if  the  real  object  of  the 
impressment  be  merely  to  secure  to  Great  Britain 
the  naval  services  of  her  own  subjects,  and  not  to 
man  her  fleets,  in  every  practicable  mode  of  en- 
listment, by  right  or  by  wrong;  and  if  a  jatf  and 
generous  Government  professing  mntnalfiiead- 
ship  and  respect,  may  be  presumed  to  prafer  dm 
accomplishment  even  of  a  legitimate  paipow,  by 
means  the  least  afflicting  and  iojurioev  to  othersi 
why  have  the  overtures  of  the  United  States,  of- 
fering other  means  as  effectual  as  imp 


.  •See  the  British  dedaialtoA  cf  the  IMk  ef  Jaami^ 
1618. 

t  See  the  letter  of  Ifr.  Pidkering,  Sbofciaiy  sflMr* 
to  Mr.  King,  Mbilsttr  at  London,  of  the  MtbifOeaa- 
her,  I7B6;  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  MarAall,  Aaetsatj 
-    -         '  -    20thofSepteiiifc«r.\W*. 


of  State,  to  Mr.  King,  of  the  ! 
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for  th^  porpoae  «yowed.  to  the  eon9ld«rfttiott  ftnd 
aeceptancd  of  Great  Brittio,  been  forever  eluded 
or  rejected  7  It  has  been  offered,  that  the  ikomber 
of  men  to  be  protected  b^  in  American  Tessel, 
should  be  limtted  by  her  tonoave;  that  BritiBh 
officers  shotild  be  permittedj  in  British  ports,  to 
eater  the  Tessel,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  men  on  board ;  and  that,  in  case  of  an  addition 
to  her  crew;  the  British  subjects  enlisted  should 
be  liable  to  impressment"^  It  was  offeredin  the 
solemn  form  of  a  law,  that  American  seamen 
should  be  tegistered ;  that  thev  should  be  provi- 
ded with  eertificates  of  citizenship  ;t  and  that  the 
roll  of  the  crew  of  every  vessel  should  be  formally 
authenticated.}  It  was  offered,  that  no  refuge  or 
protection  should  be  given  to  deserters ;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  they  should  be  surrendered.il  It 
was  "  again  ana  again  offered,  to  concur  in  a  con- 
vention^ which  it  was  thought  practicable  to  be 
formed  and  which  should  settle  the  questions  of 
impressment,  in  a  manner  that  would  be  safe  for 
Bttgland,  and  satisfactory  to  the  United  States."§ 
It  was  offered,  that  each  party  should  prohibit  its 
citizens  or  subjects,  frotn  clandestinely  conceal- 
ing or  carrying  away,  from  the  territories  or  col- 
onies of  the  othet,  any  seaman  belonging  to  the 
other  party.lf  And,  conclusivelv,  it  has  been  of- 
fered and  declared  by  law,  that  "  after  the  termi- 
nation of  the  present  war,  it  should  not  be  lawful 
to  emplov  on  ooard  of  any  of  the  public  or  private 
vessels  or  the  United  States,  any  persons,  except 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  that  no  for- 
eigner 'should  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen 
hereafter,  who  had  not,  for  the  continued  term  of 
five  years,  resided  within  the  United  States,  with- 
out neiog,  at  any  time,  during  the  five  years,  out 
of  the  territory  of  the  United  States.'*** 

It  is  manifest  (hen,  that  such  provision  miffht 
be  made  by  law;  and  that  such  provision  has 
been  repeatedly  and  urgently  proposed ;  as  would, 
in  all  future  times,  exclude  from  the  maritime 
service  of  the  United  States,  both  in  public  and 
in  private  vessels,  every  person,  who  could,  pos- 
sibly, be  claimed  bv  Qreat  Britain,  as  a  native 
subject,  whether  he  had,  or  had  not,  been  natural^ 

*See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jeilbrson,  Secretaiy  of  Stote, 
to  Mr.  Piakney,  Msniiler  at  London,  dated  the  Uth  of 
JuiM,  1793>  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Piekering,  Seeretaiy 
of  State,  to  Mr.  King,  Minifter  at  London,  dated  the 
8thofJmie^l79e. 

t  See  the  act  of  Congrea,  paseed  the  38th  of  May, 
1796. 

ISeethe  letter  of  Mr.  Piekering^  Secretaiy  of  State 
to  Mr.KiBf ,  Mmwter  at  Loodotti  dated  theStb  of  June, 
1798. 

ISee  the  project  el  a.  taiaty  <»  the  subject,  betweeai 
Mr.  PMkering,  SeeieiaiT  of  State*  and  Mr.  Liateo,  the 
British  Minister,  at  Philadel|4ua,  in  the  yev  1800. 

S^ae  the  letlir  of  Mr.  BSng^  Miniaier  at  L(Mdon>  to 
the  Secretaiy  of  State,  dated  the  lAth  ef  March,  1799. 

TSee  tfieletterof  Mr.]Gng,  to  theSeoetaiyofSlafo, 
dated  in  Jnlv,  1803. 

**  See  theact  of  Ctmgrsss,  pasaed  on  the  8dof  MiMh, 
1819.  I 


ized  in  America.*  HhforcedbythesamesaActiona 
and  securities,  which  ate  employed  to  enforce  the 
penal  code  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  the  penal 
code  of  the  United  States,  the  provision  would 
afford  the  strongest  evidence,  that  no  British  sub- 
ject could  be  found  in  service  on  board  of  an 
American  vessel;  and,  consequently,  whatever 
might  be  the  British  rij^ht  of  impressment,  in  the 
abstract,  there  would  remain  no  justifiable  motive, 
there  could  hardly  be  invented  a  plausible  pretext, 
to  exercise  it.  at  the  expense  of  the  American 
right  of  lawful  commerce.  If,  too,  as  it  has  some- 
times been  insinuated,  there  would^  nevertheless, 
be  room  for  fraoda  and  evasions,  it  is  sufficient  to 
observe,  that  the  American  Gbvernment  would 
always  be  ready  to  hear,  and  to  redress,  every 
just  complaint;  or,  if  redress  were  sought  and  re- 
fused, (a.  preliminary  course,  that  ought  never  to 
have  been  omitted^  but  which  Ghreat  Britain  has 
never  ptirsued,)  it  would  still  be  in  the  power  of 
the  British  Qovemment  to  resort  to  its  own  force, 
by  acts  equivalent  to  war,  for  the  reparation  of 
ita  wrones.  But  Qreat  Britain  has,  unhappily, 
perceived  in  the  acceptance  of  the  overtures,  of 
the  American  Qovernment,  consequentes  inju- 
rious to  her  maritime  policy ;  and,  therefore,  with^ 
holds  it,  at  the  expense  of  her  justice.  She  per- 
ceives, perhape,  a  loss  of  the  American  nursery 
for  her  seamen,  while  she  is  at  peace ;  a  loss  oif 
the  service  of  American  crews,  while  she  is  at 
war ;  and  a  loss  of  many  of  those  opportunities, 
which  have  enabled  her  to  enrich  ner  navy,  by 
the  spoils  of  the  American  commerce,  without 
exposing  her  own  commerce  to  the  risk  of  retalia- 
tion or  reprisals.  Thus,  were  the  United  States, 
in  a  season  of  reputed  peace,  involved  in  the  evils 
of  a  state  of  war ;  and  thus  was  the  American 
flag  annoyed  by  a  nation  still  professing  to  cherish 
the  sentiments  of  mutual  friendship  and  respect 
which  had  been  recently  Touched,  by  the  faith  of 
a  solemn  treaty.  But  the  American  Government 
even  yet  abstained  from  vindicating  its  rights, 
and  from  avenging  its  wrongs,  by  an  appeal  to 
arms.  It  was  not  an  insensibility  to  those  wrongs ; 
nor  a  dread  of  British  power;  nor  a  subserviehcf 
to  British  interests,  that  prevailed,  at  that  period, 
in  the  Councils  of  the  United  States;  but,  under 
all  trials,  the  American  Government  abstained 
from  the  appeal  to  arms  then,  as  it  has,  repeatedlv 
since  done,  in  its  collisions  with  France,  as  well 
as  with  €h:eat  Britain,  from  the  purest  love  of 
peace,  while  peace  could  be  rendered  compatible 
vrith  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  nation. 

During  the  period  which  has  hitherto  been 
more  parttcnlarly  contemplated,  (from  the  decla» 
ration  of  hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  in  the  year  1799^  until  the  short-lived 
pacification  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  in  1888,) 
there  were  not  wanting  occasions,  to  test  the 
consistency  and  the  impartiality  of  tne  American 
Government,  by  a  comparison  of  its  condtict  t9- 

*  See  the  letter  of  instructions  fhun  Mr.  Monroe,  Sec- 
retaiy of  State,  to  the  PlenipotentiaiieB  lor  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  unto  the  medtatiott  of  the 
Bnpetor  Aiezander,  daasd  the  IGlh  of  April,  1818. 
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wards  G^emt  Briuin,  with  iu  conduct  towards 
other  nations.  The  manifestations  of  the  ex- 
treme jealousy  of  the  French  Government,  and 
of  the  intemperate  zeal  of  its  Ministers  near  the 
United  States,  were  coeval  with  the  proclama- 
tion of  neutrality;  but  after  the  ratification  of 
the  Treaty  of  London,  the  scene  of  violence,  spo- 
liation, and  contumely,  opened  by  France,  upon 
the  United  States,  became  such,  as  to  admit,  per- 
haps, of  no  parallel,  except  in  the  contemperaneous 
scenes  which  were  exhibited  by  the  injustice  of 
her  great  competitor.  The  American  Goyern- 
ment  acted,  in  both  cases,  on  the  same  pacific 
policy ;  in  the  same  spirit  of  patience  and  for- 
bearance ;  but  with  the  same  determination,  also, 
to  assert  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  na* 
tion.  When,  therefore,  every  conciliatory  effort 
had  failed,  and  when  two  successive  missions  of 
peace  had  been  contemptuously  repubed,  the 
Ao^erican  Government,  in  the  year  1798,  annull- 
ed its  treaties  with  France,  and  waged  a  mari- 
time war  against  the  nation,  for  the  defence  of 
its  citizens,  and  of  its  commerce,  passing  on  the 
high  seas.  But  as  soon  as  the  hope  was  con- 
ceived, of  a  satisfactory  change  in  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  French  Government,  the  American 
Government  hastened  to  send  anpther  mission  to 
France;  and  a  convention^  signed  in  the  year 
1800,  terminated  the  subsisting  differences  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

Nor  were  the  United  States  able,  during  the 
same  period,  to  avoid  a  collision  with  the  Gov- 
'ernment  of  Spain,  upon  many  important  and 
critical  questions  or  boundary  and  commerce ;  of 
Indian  warfare,  and  maritime  sooliation.  Pre- 
serving, however,  their  system  or  moderation,  in 
the  assertion  of  tneir  rights,  a  course  of  amicable 
discussion  and  explanation,  produced  mutual 
satisfaction ;  and  a  Treaty  of  Friendship,  Limits, 
and  Navigation,  was  formed  in  the  year  1795j  by 
which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  acquired 
a  rijght,  for  the  space  of  three  years,  to  deposite 
their  merchandises  and  effects  in  the  port  of  New 
Orleans ;  with  a  promise,  either  that  the  enjoy- 
ment of  that  right  should  be  indefinitely  contin- 
ued^ or  that  another  part  of  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi should  be  assigned  for  an  equivalent  estab- 
blisliment.  But,  when,  in  the  year  1802,  the 
port  of  New  Orleans  was  abruptly  closed  against 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  an 
assignment  of  any  other  equivalent  place  of  de- 
posite, the  harmony  of  the  two  countries  was 
again  most  seriously  endangered,  until  the  Span- 
ish Government,  yielding  to  the  remonstrances 
of  the  United  States,  disavowed  the  act  of  the 
Intendant  of  New  Orleans,  and  ordered  the  right 
of  deposite  to  be  reinstated,  on  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  1795. 

The  effects  produced,  even  by  a  temporary  sus- 
pension of  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans, 
upon  the  interests  and  feelings  of  the  nation,  nat- 
urally suffjgested  to  the  American  Government 
the  expediency  of  guarding  against  their  concur- 
rence, by  the  acquisition  of  a  permanent  property 
in  the  Province  of  Louisiana.  The  Minister  of 
the  United  States,  at  Madrid,  was,  accordingly, 


instructed  to  apply  to  the  Government  of  Spain 
upon  the  subject ;  and,  on  the  the  4th  of  May, 
loQ3,  he  received  an  answer,  stating,  thai  ^  by 
the  retrocession  made  to  France  of  Louisiana, 
that  Power  regained  the  province,  with  the  limits 
it  had,  saving  the  rights  acquired  by  other  Pow- 
ers; and  that  the  United  States  could  address 
themselves  to  the  French  Government,  to  nego- 
tiate the  acquisition  of  territories,  which  might 
suit  their  interest."*  But,  before  this  refereoce, 
official  information  of  the  same  fact  had  been  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Pinknev  from  the  Court  of  Spain, 
in  the  month  of  March  preceding,  and  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  having  instituted  a  special  mis- 
sion to  negotiate  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  froia 
France,  or  from  Spam,  whichever  should  be  iu 
sovereign,  the  purchase  was  accordingly  accom- 
plished, for  a  valuable  consideration,  (that  was 
punctually  paid)  by  the  Treaty  concluded  at 
Paris,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1803. 

The  American  Government  has  not  seen,  with- 
out some  sensibility,  that  a  transaction,  accom- 
panied oy  such  circumstances  of  general  publicity 
and  of  scrupulous  good  faith,  has  been  denounced 
by  the  Prince  Regent,  in  his  declaration  of  the 
10th  of  Januarv,  1813,  as  a  proof  of  the  ''ungen- 
erous conduct"  of  the  United  States  towards 
Spain.f  In  amplification  of  the  Royal  charge, 
the  British  negotiators^at  Ghent  have  presumed 
to  impute  ^^  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  by  the 
United  States,  to  a  spirit  of  aggrandizement,  not 
necessary  to  their  own  security  f  and  to  main- 
tain ^'that  the  purchase  was  made  against  the 
known  conditions  on  which  it  had  tocu  ceded 
by  Spain  to  France  ^  that  ^  in  the  face  of  the 
protestation  of  the  Minister  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty at  Washington,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ratified  the  Treaty  of  Purchase;"!  and 
that  "there  was  good  reason  to  believe  that 
many  circumstances  attending  the  traosaction 
were  industriously  concealed.''!  The  Amen'can 
Government  cannot  condescend  to  retort  asper- 
sions so  unjust,  in  language  so  opprobrious ;  and 
S^remptorily  rejects  the  pretension  of  Great 
ritain  to  interfere  in  the  business  of  the  United 
States  and  Spain ;  but  it  owes,  nevertheless,  to 
the  claims  of  truth,  a  distinct  statement  of  the 
facts  which  have  been  thus  misrepreseotcd. 
When  the  special  mission  was  appointed  to  ne- 
gotiate the  purchase  of  Louisiana  from  Prance, 
in  the  manner  already  mentioned,  the  American 
Minister  at  London  was  instructed  to  expb/a 
the  object  of  the  mission ;  and  having  made  the 


•Bee  the  letter  from  Don  Pedio  Cevelki^  tlie  KQn- 
istar  of  ^ain,  to  Mt.  O.  Pinkvej,  the  Miurter  of  the 
United  States,  dat^  the  4th  of  May,  1803»  fiem  whkh 
the  passage  cited  is  literally  translated. 

t  See  the  Pnnce  Regent's  dectaratien  of  the  10&  sf 
January,  1818. 

:(  See  the  note  of  the  British  ConuDMnonMi,  dtfad 
the  4th  of  September,  1814. 

I  See  the  note  of  the  British  CommiMiansn^  dslsd 
the  19th  of  September,  1814. 

$  See  the  note  of  the  Bzitiah  CommisaioBas^  dated 
the  8th  of  October,  1814. 
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explanation,  he  was  assured  by  the  British  Got- 
ernment,  '^  that  the  commanication  was  received 
in  good  part ;  no  doubt  was  suggested  of  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  pursue,  separately  and 
alone,  the  objects  ther  aimed  at;  bat  the  British 
GoTernmentappearea  to  be  satisfied  with  the  Pres- 
ident's views  on  this  important  subject."*  As  soon, 
too,  as  the  Treaty  of  Purchase  was  concluded,  be- 
fore hostilities  were  again  actually  commenced 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  previously, 
indeed,  to  the  departure  of  the  French  Ambassa- 
dor from  London,  the  American  Minister  openly 
notified  to  the  British  Government,  that  a  treaty 
had  been  signed,  **by  which  the  complete  sover- 
eigatv  of  the  town  and  territory  of  New  Orleans, 
as  well  as  of  all  Louisiana,  as  the  same  was  here- 
tofore possessed  by  Spain,  had  been  acquired  by 
theU  nited  States  of  America ;  and,  that  in  draw- 
ing up  the  treaty,  care  had  been  taken  so  to  frame 
the  same  as  not  to  infringe  anv  right  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi.'^ In  the  answer  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, it  was  explicitly  declared  by  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  **  that  he  received  His  Majesty's  commands 
to  express  the  pleasure  with  which  His  Majesty 
had  received  the  intelligence ;  and  to  add,  that 
His  BAajesty  regarded  the  care  which  had  been 
taken  so  to  frame  the  treaty  as  not  to  infringe 
any  right  of  Great  Britain  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  as  the  most  satisfactory  evidence 
of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  correspondent  with  that  which 
His  Majesty  entertained,  to  promote  and  improve 
that  harmony  which  so  happily  subsisted  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  which  was  so  con- 
ducive to  their  mutual  benefit."}  The  world 
will  judge,  whether,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  firitish  Government  had  any  cause,  on  its 
own  account,  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  tne  Uni- 
ted States  in  making  the  purchase  of  Louisiana ; 
and  certaikily  no  greater  cause  will  be  found  for  the 
arraignment  on  account  of  Spain.  The  Spanish 
Government  was  apprized  of  the  intention  of  the 
United  States  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of 
that  province;  its  Ambassador  witnessed  the  pro- 
gress of  the  negotiation  at  Paris,  and  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Treaty  on  the  30th  or  April,  1803,  was 
promptly  known  and  understood  at  Madrid — yet, 
the  Spanish  Government  interposed  no  objection, 
no  protestation,  against  the  transaction  in  Eu- 
rope ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, 1803,  that  the  American  Government  heard 
with  surprise,  from  the  Minister  of  Spain  at 
Washington,  that  His  Catholic  Majesty  was  dis- 
satisfied witn  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the 
United  States*  Notwithstanding  this  diplomatic 
remonstrance,  however,  the  Spanish  €K)vernment 

*  See  the  letter  iioin  the  Secietwry  of  Stete  to  Mr. 
King,  the  American  Minister  at  London,  dated  the 
29th  of  Jannary,  1808;  and  Mr.  King's  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  88th  of  April,  1803. 

t  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King,  te  Lord  Hawkeabiiiy, 
dated  the  16th  of  May,  1808. 

±  See  the  letter  of  Lord  Hawkesbmy,  to  Mr.  King, 
dated  the  19th  of  May,  1808. 


proceeded  to  deliver  the  possession  of  Louisiana 
to  France,  in  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Ildel- 
fonso;  saw  France,  by  an  almost  simultaneous 
act,  transfer  the  possession  to  the  United  States, 
in  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Purchase;  and, 
finally  instructed  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Yrujo  to 
present  to  the  American  Government  the  decla- 
lation  of  the  15th  of  May,  1804,  acting  ^<by  the 
special  order  of  his  Sovereign,"  '*  that  the  ex- 
planations, which  the  Gk)vernment  of  France  had 
given  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  concerning  the 
sale  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
amicable  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the  King  his 
master,  towards  these  States,  bad  determined  him 
to  abandon  the  opposition,  which  at  a  prior  period, 
and  with  the  most  substantial  motives,  he  had 
manifested  a|;ainst  the  transaction."* 

But  after  this  amicable  and  decisive  arrange- 
ment of  all  differences,  in  relation  to  the  validity 
of  the  Louisiana  purchase,  a  question  of  some 
embarrassment  remained  in  relation  to  the  boun- 
daries of  the  ceded  territory.  This  question,  how- 
ever, the  American  Government  always  has  been, 
and  always  will  be.  willine  to  discuss,  in  the  most 
candid  manner,  and  to  settle  upon  the  most  liberal 
basis  with  the  Grovernment  of  Spain.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  a  fair  topic  with  which  to  infiaifie  the 
Prince  Regent's  declaration,  or  to  embellish  the 
diploiiiatic  notes  of  the  British  negotiators  at 
GQent.t  The  period  has  arrived  when  Spain, 
relieved  from  her  European  labors,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  bestow  her  attention  more  effectually 
u|>on  the  state  of  the  colonies ;  and,  acting  with 
wisdom,  justice,  and  magnanimity,  of  which  she 
has  jgiven  frequent  examples,  she  will  find  no  dif- 
ficulty in  meeting  the  recent  advances  of  the 
American  Government,  for  an  honorable  adjust- 
ment of  every  point  in  controversy  between  the 
two  countries,  without  seeking  the  aid  of  British 
mediation,  or  adopting  the  animosity  of  British 
Councils. 

But  still  the  United  States,  feeling  a  constant 
interest  in  the  opinion  of  enlightened  and  impar- 
tial nations,  cannot  hesitete  to  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunity for  representing,  in  the  simplicity  of  truth, 


the  events  by  which  they  have  been  led  to  take 
possession  of  a  part  of  the  Floridas,  notwithstand- 
ing the  claim  of  Spain  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
same  territory.  In  the  acceptation  and* under- 
standing of  th^  United  States,  the  cession  of  Lou- 
isiana embraced  the  country  south  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  eastward  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, and  extending  to  the  river  Perdido;  but 
^  their  conciliatory  views,  and  their  confidence 
In  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  in  the  success  of 
a  candid  discussion  and  amicable  negotiation 
with  a  just  and  friendly  Power,  induced  them  to 
acquiesce  in  the  temporary  continuance  of  that 

*  See  the  letter  of  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Yrujo,  to 
the  American  Secietaiy  of  State,  dated  the  16ch  of 
May,  1804. 

fSee  the  Prinoe  Regent's  declaration  of  the  lOih 
of  Jannary,  1813.  See  the  notes  of  the  British  Com- 
missioners, dated  19th  September,  8th  October,  1814. 
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territory,  under  the  Spanish  aathority."*  When, 
however,  the  adjustment  of  the  boundaries  of 
Louisiana,  as  well  as  a  reasonable  indemnifica- 
tion! on  account  of  maritime  spoliations,  and  the 
8a»pen8ion  of  the  right  of  deposite  at  Mew  Or- 
leans, seemed  to  be  indefinitely  postponed,  on  the 
part  of  Spain,  by  events  which  the  United  States 
nad  not  contributed  to  produce,  and  could  not 
control ;  when  a  crisis  had  arrived  subversive  of 
the  order  of  things  under  the  Spanish  authorities, 
contravening  the  views  of  both  parties,  and  en- 
dangering the  tranquillity  and  security  of  the 
adjoining  territories,  by  the  intrusive  establish- 
ment of  a  Government  independent  of  Spain,  as 
well  as  of  the  United  States;  and  when,  at  a 
later  .period,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  Great 
Britain  herself  designed  to  occupy  the  Floridas, 

fand  she  has,  indeed,  actually  occupied  Pensacola 
or  hostile  purposes,)  the  American  Government, 
without  departing  from  its  respect  for  the  rights 
of  Spain,  and  even  consulting  the  honor  of  that 
State,  unequal  as  she  then  was  to  the  task  of  sup- 
pressing the  intrusive  establishment,  was  impelled 
oy  the  paramount  principle  of  self-preservation, 
to  rescue  its  own  rights  from  the  impending  dan- 
ger. Hence,  the  United  States  in  the  year  ISIO, 
proceeding,  step  by  step,  according  to  the  grow- 
ing eitigencies  of  the  time,  took  possession  of  the 
country,  in  which  the  standard  of  independence 
had  been  displayed,  excepting  such  pUces  as  wece 
held  by  a  Spanish  force.  In  the  year  1811,  they 
authorized  their  President,  by  law,  provisionally 
to  accept  of  the  possession  qi  Sast  Florida  from 
the  local  authorities,  or  to  pre-occupy  it  against 
the  atteiapt  of  a  foreign  Power  to  seize  it.  In 
1813,  they  obtained  the  possession  of  Mobile,  the 
only  place  then  held  by  a  Spanish  force  in  West 
Florida;  with  a  view  to  their  own  immediate 
security,  but  without  varying  the  questions  de- 
pending between  them  and  Spain,  in  relation  to 
that  province.  And,  in  the  year  1814,  the  Ame- 
rican qommaadar,  acting  under  the  sanction  of 
the  law  of  nations,  but  unauthorized  by  the  or- 
ders of  his  Government,  drove  from  Pensacola 
the  British  troops,  who,  in  violation  of  the  neu- 
tral territory  of  Spain,  (a  violation  which  Spain, 
it  is  believed,  must  herself  resent,  and  would  have 
resisted,  If  the  opporttinity  had  occurred,)  seized 
and  fortified  that  station,  to  aid  in  military  ope- 
rations against  the  United  States.  But  all  these 
ngieasures  of  safety  and  necessity  were  frankly 
explained,  as  they  occurred,  to  the  Government  of 
Spain,  and  even  to  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  antecedently  to  the  declaration  of  war, 
with  the  sincerest  assurances  that  the  possession 
of  the  territory  thus  acquired  ''should  not  cease  to 
be  a  subject  of  fair  and  friendly  negotiation  and 
adjust  me  nt."t 

*  See  the  prodamation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8let«i,  enthoiising  GKivemor  Claibome  to  take 
possewion  of  the  temtory,  dated  the  27th  of  October, 
1810. 

t  See  this  letter  from  the  Secrptaiy  of  State,  to  Qov- 
emor  CUfitome,  and  the  President't  procUmation, 
dated  the  »7tfi  of  Oot^ber,  1810. 


The  present  review  of  the  condscc  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  towards  the  belligerent  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, will  be  regarded  by  every  candid  mind  as  a 
necessary  medium  to  vindicate  their  national 
character  from  the  unmerited  impoiatioas  of  the 
Prince  Regent's  declaration  of  the  10th  of  Jaaa- 
ary,  1813 ;  and  not  a  medium  voluntarily  asBumed, 
according  to  the  insinuations  of  that  declaratioa, 
for  the  revival  of  unworthy  prejudices  or  vindic- 
tive passions,  in  reference  to  transactions  that  are 
past.  The  Treaty  of  Amiens,  which  seemed  to 
terminate  the  war  in  Europe,  seemed  also  to  ter- 
minate the  neutral  sufferings  of  America;  bat  the 
hope  of  repose  was,  in  both  respects,  delusive  and 
transient.  The  hostilities  which  were  renewed 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  the  year 
1803,  were  immediately  followed  by  a  renewal  of 
the  aggressions  of  the  belligerent  Poweca,  upon 
the  commercial  rights  and  political  independence 
of  the  United  States.  There  was  scarcdy,  there- 
fore, an  interval  separatinj^  the  aggressions  of  the 
first  war  from  the  aggressions  of  the  aecond  war ; 
and  although,  in  nature,  the  ugressiona  contin- 
ued to  be  the  same,  in  extent,  thev  became  incal- 
culably lOore  destructive.  It  will  be  seen,  how- 
ever, chat  the  American  Government  inflexibly 
maintained  its  neutral  and  pacific  policy  in  every 
exuemity  of  the  latter  trial,  with  the  same  good 
faith  and  forbearance  that,  in  the  former  trial,  iiad 
distinguished  its  conduct ;  until  it  was  compelled 
to  choose  from  the  alternative,  of  national  degra- 
tion  or  national  resistance.  And,  if  Great  Britain 
alone  then  became  the  object  of  the  American 
declaration  of  war,  it  will  be  seen  that  Great  &it- 
ain  alone  had  obstinately  closed  the  door  of  ami- 
cable negotiation. 

The  American  Minister  at  London,  anticipat- 
ing the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
had  obuined  assurances  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, ^^  that,  in  the  event  of  war,  the  iastjuc- 
'  tions  given  to  their  naval  oflicers  should  he 
'  drawn  up  with  plainness  and  jpreciaioa ;  and,  in 
'  general,  that  the  rights  of  belligerents ahooid  be 
'  exercised  in  moderation,  and  with  due  respect  Cor 
<  those  of  neutrals."*  And  in  relation  to  the  im- 
portant subject  of  impressment,  he  had  actnally 
prepared  for  signature,  with  the  assent  of  Lord 
tiawkesbory  and  Lord  St.  Vincent,  a  con ventioa 
to  continue  during  five  years,  declaring,  that  "ao 
'  seaman,  nor  setiaring  person^  should,  apon  the 
'  high  seas,  and  without  the  jurisdictipa  of  either 
'  party,  be  demanded  or  taken  oat  of  any  sA/jr, 

See  the  proceedings  of  the  ConventioD  ei  Flonda 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  tks  Go^nuir 
of  the  MiHiadppi  Temtoiy,  in  his  letter  of  die  17th  of 
October,  1810;  and  the  answer  of  the  Seevetaiy  of 
Stete,  dated  the  15th  of  November,  1810. 

Seethe  letter  of  Ifr.Morisr.BritishGhaised'AJbBW^ 
to  the  Secretary  of  8tat»,  dated  the  16tli  of  Deccnfcff. 
1810 ;  and  the  Secretary's  answer. 

See  the  coizeqpondenee  between  Mr.  Monroe  and 
Mr.  Fopler,  the  British  Minister,  in  die  monlhsof  ialy . 
September,  and  November,  1811. 

»8ee  the  letter  of  Mr.  King  to  the  Bteatuj  of 
State,  dated  the  16th  <tf  May,  1808. 
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'  or  vasaej,  bdoDging  to  the  citizeAs  or  yubjeots  of 
*  one  of  the  parties,  bf  the  public  or  private- 
'  urmed  ships,  or  men  of  war,  belongipg  to,  or  in 

<  the  sernee  of,  the  other  party ;  and  that  strict 

<  orders  shoal4  be  given  for  the  due  observance 
'  of  the  engaf^ement."^  This  convention,  which 
explicitly  relinquished  impressments  from  Amer- 
ican vessels,  on  the  high  seas,  and  to  y^hich  the 
British  Ministers  had  at  first  agreed,  Lord  St. 
Vincent  was  desirous  afterwards  to  modify,  *^ stat- 
ing, that  on  further  reflection,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  narrow  sea&  should  be  expressly  excepted, 
they  having  been,  as  his  Lordshift  remarked,  im- 
memorially  considered  to  be  within  the  dominion 
of  Qreat  Britain."  The  American  Minister, 
however.  **  having  supposed,  from  the  tenor  of  his 
conversations  with  Lord  St.  Vincent,  that  the 
doctrine  of  mare^dauaum  would  not  be  revived 
against  the  United  States  on  this  occasion,  but 
that  England  would  be  content,  with  the  limited 
jurisdiction,  or  dominion^  over  the  seas  adjacent 
to  her  territories,  which  is  assigned  by  the  law  of 
nations  to  other  States,  was  disappointed,  on  re- 
.ceiviqg  Lord  St.  Vincent's  communication ;  and 
^bose  rather  to  abandon  the  negotiation  than  to 
acquiesce  in  the  doctrine  it  proposed  to  estab- 
lish."! But  it  was  still  some  satisfaction  to  re- 
ceive a  formal  declaration  from  the  British  Gtov- 
eramenti  communicated  by  its  Minister  at  Wash- 
ington, after  the  recommencement  of  the  war  in 
Europe,  which  promised,  in  effect,  to  reipstate 
the  practice  of  naval  blockades,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  law  of  nations ;  so  that  no  blockade 
should  be  considered  as  existing,  ^  unless  in  re- 
spect of  particular  ports,  which  might  be  actually 
invested;  and,  then,  that  the  vessels  bound  tD 
such  ports  should  not  be  captured,  unless  they 
had  previously  been  warned  not  to  enter  them.'^t 

All  the  precautions  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment were,  nevertheless,  ineffectual;  and  the  a»- 
surfipoes  or  the  British  GorernBMUt  were,  in  ao 
instance^  yerified.  The  outrage  of  impreesment 
<9ifas||gaiii,  indiscriminately,  perpetrated  upon  the 
ecew  of  every  Aqierican  vessel,  and  on  every 
sea.  Tlie  enormity  of  blockades,  established  by 
an  Order  in  Council,  without  a  legitimate  obiect, 
and  maintained  by  an  Order  in  Council,  witooqt 
the  application  of  a  competent  force,  was,  more 
and  morei  developed.  The  rule,  denominated 
'Uhe  rule  of  the  war  of  1756,"  was  revived,  in  an 
affected  style  of  moderation,  but  in  a  spirit  of 
more  rigorous  execution.  ||  The  lives,  the  lib- 
erty, the  fbr^uoes,  and  the  happiness,  of  the  cili- 

*  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King  to  the  Seeietaiy  of 
State,  dated  July,  1603. 

tBee  the  letter  of  Mr.  King  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  inly,  1803. 

|8ee  <he  letter  of  Mr.  Meny  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  the  13th  of  April,  1804,  and  the  enekMed 
copy  of  a  letter  ftom  Mr.  If  q»ean,  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Admiralty,  to  Mr.  Hammond,  the  British  under 
Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  A&iif^  dated  Janusry 
6,1804.* 

I  See  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the  S4th  of  June, 
1808,  and  the  17th  of  Augnit,  1805. 


zens  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suits  of  navigation  and  commerce,  were  once 
more  subjected  to  the  violence  and  cupidity  of 
the  British  cruisers.  And«  in  brief,  so  grievous, 
so  intolerable,  had  the  afiiictions  of  the  nation 
become,  that  the  people,  with  one  mind  and  one 
voice,  called  loudly  upon  their  Government  for 
redress  and  protection;*  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Suites,  participating  in  the  feelings  and 
resentments  of  the  time,  urged  upon  the  Execu- 
tive Magistrate  the  necessity  of  ao  immediate  de- 
mand of  reparation  from  G&eat  Briuio;t  while 
the  same  patriotic  spirit,  which  had  opposed  Brit- 
ish usur|»tion  in  1793,  and  encountered  French 
hostility  in  1798,  was  again  pledged,  io  eyery  va- 
riety of  form,  to  the  maintenauce  ot  the  national 
honor  and  independence  duriqg  the  more  ardu* 
ous  trial  that  arose  in  1805. 

Amidst  these  scenes  of  injustice  on  the  one  haad, 
and  of  reclamation  on  the  other,  the  American 
Qovernment  preserved  its  equanimity  and  itsfiran- 
ness.  It  beheld  much  in  the  conduct  pf  France, 
and  of  her  ally,  TSpfiin,)  to  provoke  reprisals.  It 
beheld  more  in  the  eonduot  of  Great  Britain,  that 
led  unavoidablyi  as  had  often  been  avowed,  to 
the  last  resort  of  arms.  It  beheld  in  the  temper 
of  the  nation  all  that  was  requisite  to  justify  an 
immediate  selection  of  Great  Sritain  as  the  object 
of  a  declaration  of  war.  And  it  could  not  but 
behold  in  the  policy  or  France  the  strongest  mo- 
tive to  acquire  the  United  States,  as  an  associate 
in  the  existing  conflict.  Yet,  these  considerations 
did  not  then,  more  than  at  any  former  crisis,  sub- 
due the  fortitude  or  mislead  the  judgment  of  the 
American  Government;  but.  in  perfect  consis- 
tency with  its  neutral,  as  well  as  ite  pacific  sys- 
tep,  it  demanded^  atonement  by  remonstraoees 
with  France  and  Spain,  and  it  sought  the  pceaer- 
vation  of  peace  by  n^otiation  with  Great  Britain. 

It  has  been  shawn,  that  a  treaty  proposed  em- 

fhfttically  by  the  British  Minister^  leeident  at 
Philadelphia,  "  as  the  means  of  drying  up  every 
source  of  complaint  and  irritation  upon  the  head 
of  impressment,''  was  ^'  deemed  utterlv  inadmis- 
sible" by  the  American  Government,  because  it 
did  not  sufficiently  provide  for  that  object.^  It 
has  aleo  be^n  shown,  that  another  treaty  proposed 
by  the  American  Minister  at  London  was  laid 
aside  because  the  British  Government,  while  it 
was  willing  to. relinquish  expressly  impressments 
from  Amerieaa  vessels  on  the  high  .seas,  insisted 
upon  an  exception  in  reference  to  the  narrow  seas, 
claimed  as  |t  part  of  the  British  dominion.  And 
oxperieoce  demonstrated,  that,  although  the  spe« 


•  8ee  the  memorials  of  Boston,  New  York,  Phila- 
deltdiia,  Baltimore,  dbc.,  presented  to  Congress  in  the 
end  of  the  year  1805,*  and  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1806. 

tSee  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  10th  and  I4th  of  February',  1806;  and 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepreeeatatives. 

I  See  Mr.  Liston's  letter  to  the  Secretaiy  of  Stale, 
dated  the  4th  February,  1800;  and  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Pidteiing,  Secretaiy  of  State,  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  dated  the  SOth  February,  1800. 
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lutioos  committed  upon  the  American  commerce 
might  admit  of  reparation  by  the  pa^rment  of  a 
pecnniary  eqatvalent ;  yet,  consulting  the  honor 
and  the  reelings  of  the  nation,  it  was  impossible 
to  receive  satisfaction  for  the  cruelties  of  impress- 
ment by  any  other  means  than  by  an  entire  dis- 
continuance of  the  practice.  When,  therefore, 
the  Envoys  EztraordiQary  were  apiK>inted  in  the 
year  1806  to  negotiate  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, every  authority  was  given  for  the  purposes 
of  conciliation ;  nay,  an  act  of  Congress  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  certain  articles  or  British 
manufacture  into  the  United  States  was  sus- 
pended, in  proof  of  a  friendly  disposition.*  But, 
It  was  declared  that  "the  suppression  of  impress- 
ment and  the  definition  of  blockades  were  abso- 
lutely indispensable;"  and  that,  "without  a  pro- 
vision against  impressments,  no  treaty  should  be 
concluded."  The  American  Envoys,  accordingly, 
took  eare  to  communicate  to  the  British  Com- 
missioners the  limitations  of  their  powers.  Influ- 
enced, at  the  same  time,  by  a  sincere  desire  to 
terminate  the  differences  between  the  two  nations; 
knowing;  the  solicitude  of  their  Government  to 
relieve  its  seafaring  citizens  from  actual  suffer- 
ance; listening  with  confidence  to  assurances  and 
explanations  of  the  British  Commissioners,  in  a 
tense  favorable  to  their  wishe; ;  and,  judging  from 
a  state  of  ioformation  that  ^^ve  no  immediate 
cause  to  doubt  the  sufficiency  of  those  assurances 
and  explanations ;— the  Envoys,  rather  than  ter- 
minate the  negotiation  without  any  arrangement, 
were  willing  to  rely  upon  the  efficacy  of  a  sub- 
stitute for  a  positive  article  in  the  treaty,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  their  Govern- 
ment, as  this,  according  to  the  declaration  of  the 
British  Commissioners,  was  t^  only  arrangement 
they  were  permitted  at  that  time  to  propose  or  to 
allow.  The  substitute  was  presented  in  the  form 
of  a  note  from  the  British  Commissioners  to  the 
American  Envoys,  and  contained  a  pledge  **  that 
instructions  had  been  given,  and  should  be  re- 
peated and  enforced,  for  the  observance  of  the 
greatest  caution  in  the  impressing  of  British  sea- 
men ;  that  the  strictest  care  should  he  taken  to 
preserve  th^  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
any  molestation  or  injury;  and  that  immedi- 
ate and  prompt  redress  should  be  afforded,  upon 
any  representation  of  injury  sustained  by  them."t 
Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  treaty  contained  no 
provision  against  impressment,  and  it  was  seen 
by  the  Government,  when  the  treaty  was  under 
consideration  for  ratification,*that  the  pledge  con- 
Uined  in  the  substitute  was  not  complied  with, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  impressmenu  were 
continued  with  undiminished  violence  in  the  Ame- 
rican seas,  so  long  after  the  alleged  date  of  the  in- 
structions which  were  to  arrest  them,  that  the  prac- 
tical inefficacy  of  the  substitute  could  not  be  doubt- 
ed by  the  Government  here,  the  ratification  of  the 

*  See  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  18th  of  April, 
1806 ;  and  the  act  suspending  it,  passed  ihe  19th  of 
December,  1806. 

t  See  the  note  of  the  British  CommiMioners,  dated 
^e  8th  November,  1806. 


treaty  was  necessarily  declined;  and  it  has  since 
appeared,  that,  after  a  change  in  the  British  Min- 
istry had  taken  place,  it  was  declared  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  Foreign  Affairs  that  no  enMi|pefloents 
were  entered  into,  on  the  part  of  His  Majest7,  as 
cpnnected  with  the  treaty,  except  such  as  appear 
upon  the  face  of  it.* 

The  American  Government,  however,  with 
unabating  solicitude  for  peace,  urged  an  imme- 
diate renewal  of  the  negotiations  aa  the  basis  of 
the  abortive  treaty,  until  this  course  was  peremp- 
torily declared,  by  the  British  Groveroment,  to  he 
"  wholl]r  inadmissible."t 

But,  mdependent  of  the  silence  of  the  proposed 
treaty,  upon  the  great  tonic  of  American  com- 
plaint, and  of  the  view  which  has  been  taken  of 
the  projected  substitute;  the  contemporaneous 
declaration  of  the  British  Commissioners,  deliv- 
ered by  the  command  of  their  Sovereign,  and  to 
which  the  American  Envoys  refused  to  make 
Oieihselves  a  party,  or  to  give  the  slightest  d^ree 
of  sanction,  was  regarded  by  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, as  ample  cause  ci  rejection.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  French  decree,  which  had  been  issued 
at  Berlin,  on  the  21st  of  November,  1806,  it  was 
declared,  that  if  France  should  carry  the  threats 
of  that  decree  into  execution^  and ''  ifneafra/  na- 
tipns,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  should  aoqoiesce 
in  such  usurpations,  His  Biajesty  might,  prob- 
ably,  be  compelled,  however  reloetinciy.  to  retali- 
ate, in  his  just  defence,  and  to  adopt,  in'r^ard  to 
the  commerce  of  neutral  nations  with  his  enemies, 
the  same  measures  which  those  nations  shoula 
have  permitted  to  be  enforced  against  thai  coia- 
merce  with  his  subjects;"  ''that  His  Majesty 
could  not  enter  into  the  stipulations  of  the  pres- 
ent treatv,  without  an  explanation  from  the  United 
States  or  their  intentions,  or  a  reservation  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty,  in  the  case  above  mentioned, 
if  it  should  ever  occur  ;^  and  '^  that,  without  a  for- 
mal abandonment,  or  tacit  relinquiakment,  of  the 
unjust  pretensions  of  France,  or  without  such, 
conduct  and  assurance  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  as  should  give  security  to  His  Majesty, 
that  they  would  not  submit  to  the  French  inno- 
vations, in  the  established  system  of  maritime 
law,  His  Majesty  would  not  consider  himself 
bound,  by  the  present  signature  of  his  Commb- 
sioners,  to  ratify  the  treaty,  or  precluded  frooi 
adopting  such  measures  as  might  seem  neeessary 
for  counteracting  the  designs  of  the  enemy."  } 

The  reservation  of  a  power  to  invalidate  a  sol- 
emn treaty,  at  the  pleasure  of  one  of  the  pudes^ 
and  the  menace  of  inflicting  punishmeet  upon 
the  United  States,  for  the  offences  of  another  na- 
tion, proved,  in  the  event,  a  prelude  to  the  scenes 
of  violence  which  Great  Britain  was  then  about 
to  display,  and  which  it  would  have  been  im- 
proper for  the  American  negotiators  to  anticipate. 


*  See  Mi.  Canning's  letter  to  the  American  Eafffs 
dated  the  S7th  October,  1807. 

t  See  the  same  letter* 

I  See  the  note  of  the  British  Commiettonasr  datad 
the  81st  of  December,  180^.  See,  sleo,  the  aaivec  of 
Mesna.  Monroe  and  Fiakney,  to  that  note. 
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Vor,  if  t  fmmetnatj  were  wanting  to  explain 
the  real  design  of  BUch  cooduet,  it  would  be 
foiind  in  the  faet^tbat  within  eif^l  duyn  from  the 
dale  of  the  treaty,  and  before  it  was  possible  for 
the  British  Qoveroment  to  bate  known  the  ef> 
feet  of  the  Berlin  decree  oa  the  Ameriean  Goy- 
ernment ;  nay^  ereo  before  the  Gofernnient  had 
itself  heard  of  that  decree,  the  destruction  of 
Ameriean  commerce  was  commenced  by  the  Or- 
der in  Coiracil  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  which 
announced,  **  that  no  fessel  should  be  permitted 
to  trade  from  one  port  to  another,  both  which 

Krta  should  belong  to,  or  be  in  possession  of, 
'a nee,  or  her  allies ;  or  should  be  so  far  under 
their  control,  as  that  British  vessels  might  not 
tfa»e freely  thereat.'** 

.During  ihe  whole  period  of  this  negotiation, 
which  did  not  ftnally  close  until  the  British  Qor* 
emment  declared,  in  the  month  of  October.  1807, 
tliat  negotiation  was  no  longer  admissible,  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Briitsh  squadron,  stationed 
more  immediately  on  the  American  coast,  was, 
in  the  extreme,  vexatious,  predatory,  and  hostile. 
The  territorial  jnrisdictioa  of  the  United  States, 
extending,  upon  the  principles  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, at  least  a  league  over  the  adjacent  ocean, 
was  totally  disregarded  and  contemned.  Ves- 
aels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  or  in  the  bust- 
ttesa  of  the  pilot  and  the  flsherroao,  were  objects 
of  incessant  violence;  their  petty  cargoes  were 
plundered,  and  some  of  their  scanty  crews  were 
ol^eo  either  impressed,  or  wounded,  or  killed,  by 
the  force  of  British  frigates.  British  ships  of  war 
bovered,  in  warlik«*  divplay^  upon  the  coast ;  block- 
aded the  ports  of  the  United  States,  so  that  no 
vessel  could  en  ten  or  depart,  in  safety  *,  peoetrm- 
led  the  bavs  and  rivers,  and  eVen  anchored  in  the 
harbors,  of  the  United  States,  to  exercise  a  juris- 
diction of  impressment ;  threatened  the  towns  and 
Tillages  with  conflagfation ;  and  wantonly  dis- 
charged musketry,  as  well  as  cannon,  upon  the 
inhabitant)*  of  an  open  and  unprotected  country. 
The  neutrality  of  the  Aaaerican  territory  was  vio- 
lated on  every  occasion ;  and.  at  last,  the  Ameri- 
can Government  was  doomed  to  suffer  the  great- 
cat  indignhy  which  could  be  oflR;red  to  a  sover- 
citn  and  Independent  nation,  in  the  ever  memo- 
rable attack  or  a  British  fifty  gun  ship,  under  the 
coontenatice  of  the  British  squadron,  anchored 
within  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
frigate  Chesapeake, jpeaeeably  prosecuting  a  di»- 
tant  voyage.  The  British  Government  affected, 
from  time  to  time^  to  disapprove  and  condemn 
these  outrages ;  but  the  officers  who  perpetrated 
them  were  generally  applauded;  if  tried,  they 
were  acquitted ;  If  removed  from  the  American 
station,  it  was  only  to  be  promoted  in  another  sta* 
tton ;  and  if  atonement  were  olfin^d,  as  in  the  fla- 
grant instance  of  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  the 
atonement  was  so  ungracious  in  the  manner,  and 
0O  tardy  in  the  result,  as  to  betray  the  want  of 
that  conciliatory  spirit  which  ought  to  have  char- 
aHsierixed  it.f 

*  Bee  the  Order  ia  Connefl  of  January  7, 1807. 
t  See  the  evkleace  of  thSM  facts  reported  to  Con- 
I3th  Com.  3d  Skm.— 46 


But  the  American  Government,  soothing  the 
exasperated  spirit  of  the  people,  by  aproolamatioa, 
which  interdicted  the  entrance  of  all  British 
armed  vessels,  into  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the 
United  States,*  neither  commenced  hostilities 
against  Great  Britain,  nor  sought  a  defensive  al- 
liance with  Prance,  nor  relaxed  in  its  firm  but 
conciliatory  efforts  to  enforce  the  claims  of  jus- 
tice upon  the  honor  of  both  nations. 

The  riv«l  ambition  of  Great  Britain  and  France, 
now,  however,  approached  the  consummation, 
which,  involving  the  destrnctton  pf  all  neutral 
rights,  upon  an  avowed  principle  of  action,  could 
not  fait  to  render  an  actual  state  of  war«  compaN 
atively,  more  safe  and  more  prosperous  than  the 
imaginary  state  of  peace,  to  which  neutrals  were 
reduced.  The  just  and' impartial  conduct  of  m 
neutral  natiou  ceased  to  be  its  shield  and  its  safe- 
guard, when  the  conduct  of  the  belligerent  Powers 
towards  each  other  became  the  only  criterion  of 
the  law  of  war.  The  vrreng  committed  by  one 
of  the  belligerent  Powers,  was  thus  made  the  sig- 
nal for  the  perpetration  of  a  greater  wrong  by 
the  other;  and  if  the  American  Government  com- 
plained to  both  Powers,  their  answer,  alUiough  It 
never  denied  the  cause  of  complaint,  invariably 
retorted  an  idle  and  offensive  inquiry  into  the 
priority  of  their  respective  aggressions ;  or  each 
demanded  a  course  of  resistance,  against  its  an- 
tagonist, which  was  calculated  to  prostrate  the 
American  right  of  self-go  rem  men t,  and  to  coerce 
the  United  States,  against  their  interest  and  thek 
policy,  into  becoming, an  associate  in  the  war. 
But  the  American  CSoverament  never  did,  and 
never  cao,  admit,  that  a  belligerent  Power,  **  ia 
taking  steps  to  restrain  the  violence  of  its  enemy, 
and  to  retort  upon  them  the  evils  of  their  own 
injustice,'^  fs  entitled  to  disturb  and  to  destroy 
the  rights  of  a  neutral  Power,  as  recognised  and 
eswblished  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  was  im- 
possible, indeed,  that  the  real  features  of  the  mis^ 
called  retaliatory  system,  should  be  long  maskeil 
from  tho  world ;  when  Great  Britain,  even  in  her 
acts  of  professed  retaliation,  declared  that  Pranee 
watt  unable  to  execute  tho  hostile  denunciations 
of  her  decrees  ;|  and  when  Great  Britain  herself^ 
unblushtngly,  entered  Into  the  same  commerce 
with  her  enemy  (through  the  medium  of  forge* 
riea,  perjuries,  and  licensee,)  firom  which  she  had 
interdicted  unoffending  neutrals.  The  pride  of 
naval  superiority,  and  the  cravings  of  eommer- 
ctal  monopolV)  gtive,  aAer  all,  the  impulse  and 
direction  to  the  councils  of  tiM  British  Cabinet ; 

gress  in  NoTember,  1806.  See  the  documents  respect- 
ing Captain  Love,  of  the  Driver;  Captain  Whitbj,  of 
the  Leander,  &c. 

See  also,  the  eonrespondenoe  respecting  the  fiigata 
Chesapeake,  with  Mr.  Canning  at  London ;  with  W. 
Rea^  at  Washington ;  and  with  Mr.  Bnktne,  at  Wash* 
tngtan. 

'*'8ee  the  proclamation  of  the  8d  of  July,  1807. 
t  See  the  Orders  in  Conncil  of  the  7th  of  ^anuaiy, 
1807» 
JtSee  the  Orders  in  Connefl  of  the  7th  of  January, 
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while  the  rast,  aUhou|^h  Tisionary  projects  of 
Fraoce,  furoished  occasions  aod  pretexts  for  ac- 
complishioji^  the  objects  of  those  councils. 

Tne  British  Minister,  resident  at  Washington, 
in  the  year  1804,  harini;  distinctly  recognised,  in 
the  name  of  his  Sovereign,  the  leiritimate  princi- 
ples of  blockade,  the  American  Government  re- 
ceived, with  some  surprise  and  solicitude,  the 
successive  notifications  of  the  9th  of  August,  1804, 
Che  8th  of  April,  1806,  and  more  particularly 
of  the  16th  of  Mav,  1806,  announcing,  by  the  last 
notification,  "a  blockade  of  the  coast,  rivers,  and 
ports,  from  the  river  Elbe  to  the  port  of  Brest, 
both  inclusive.*"  In  none  of  the  notified  instances 
of  blockade,  were. the  principles,  that  had  been 
recognised  in  1804,  adopted  and  pursued ;  and  it 
will  be  recollected  by  all  Europe,  that  neither  at 
the  lime  of  the  notification  of  the  16ih  of  May, 
1806,  nor  at  the  lime  of  excepting  the  Elbe  and 
Ems  from  the  operation  of  that  notification,! 
nor  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the 
French  war,  was  there  an  adequate  naval  force, 
actually  applied  by  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  a  blockade  from  the  river  Elbe  to 
the  port  of  Brest.  It  was  then,  in  the  language 
of  the  day,  "a  mere  paper  blockade;''  a  manifest 
infraction  of  the  law  of  nations ;  and  an  act  of  pe- 
culiar injustice  to  the  United  States,  as  the  only 
neutral  Power  against  which  it  could  practically 
operate.  But^  whatever  may  have  been  the  sense 
of  the  American  Government  on  the  occasion, 
«nd  whatever  might  be  the  disposition  to  avoid 
makingthis  the  ground  of  an  open  rupture  with 
Great  critain,  the  case  assumed  a  character  of 
the  highest  interest,  when,  independent  of  its  own 
injurious  consequences,  France,  in  the  Berlin  de- 
.cree  of  the  21st  of  November,  1806,  recited,  as  a 
chief  cause  for  placing  the  British  islands  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  "  that  Great  Bxitain  declares 
blockaded  places  before  which  she  has  not  a  single 
vessel  of  war ;  and  even  places,  which  her  united 
forces  would  be  incapable  of  blockading ;  such  as 
entire  coasts,  and  a  whole  empire :  an  unequalled 
abuse  of  the  right  of  blockade,  that  bad  no  other 
object,  than  to  interrupt  the  communications  of 
different  nations ;  and  to  extend  the  commerce 
and  industry  of  England,  upon  the  ruin  of  those 
nations. "I  The  American  Government  aims  not, 
and  never  has  aimed,  at  the  justification,  either 
of  Great  Britain  or  of  France  in  their  career  of 
crimination  and  recrimination  ;  but  it  is  of  some 
importance  to  observe,  that,  if  the  blockade  of 
May,  1806,  was  an  unlawful  blockade,  and  if 
the  right  of  retaliation  arose  with  the  first  un- 
lawful attack,  made  by  a  bellisereat  Power 
upon  neutral  rights,  Great  Britain  has  yet  to 
answer  to  mankind,  according  to  the  rule  of  her 
own  acknowledgment,  for  all  the  calamities  of 

*  Bee  Lord  Hsirowby's  note  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
the  9th  of  August,  1804;  and  Mr.  Fox's  notes  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  dated  respectivelj  the  8th  of  April  and  the 
I6th  of  May,  1806. 

t  Bee  Lora  Howick*s  note  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  the 
a6th  of  Beptember,  1806. 
^  Bee  the  Berlin  decree  of  the  21st  November,  1806. 


the  retaliatory  warfare.  France,  whether  right 
or  wronff,  made  the  British  system  of  blockade 
the  foundation  of  the  Berlin  decree ;  and  France 
had  an  equal  right  with  Great  Britain  to  demand 
from  the  United  States  an  opposition  to  ereiy 
encroachment  upon  the  privileges  of  the  neutral 
character.  It  is  enough,  however,  on  the  preteut 
occasion,  for  the  American  Government  to  ob- 
serve that  it  possessed  no  power  to  prevent  the 
framing  of  the  Berlin  decree,  and  to  diseiaim  any 
approbation  of  its  principles  or  aeqoiesceoce  ia 
its  operation :  for,  it  neither  belonged  to  Great 
Britain  nor  to  France  to  prescribe  to  the  Ameri- 
can Government  the  time  or  the  mode,  or  the 
degree  of  resistance,  to  the  indignities  and  iHe 
outrages  with  which  each  of  those  natioaa  ia  its 
turn  assailed  the  United  States. 

But  it  has  been  shown  that,  after  the  British 
Government  pos^ssed  a  knowledge  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Berlin  decree,  it  authorized  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Treaty  with  the  United  States, 
which  was  signed  at  London,  on  the  3Ut  of  De- 
cember, 1806,  reserving  to  itself  a  power  of  an- 
nulling the  treaty,  if  France  did  not  revoke^  or  if 
the  United  States,  as  a  neutral  Power,  did  not  re- 
sist the  obnoxious  measure.    It  has  also  beea 


shown,  that  before  Great  Britain  confd  oossibly 
ascertain  the  determination  of  the  Uojiea  Suites 
in  relation  to  the  Berlin  decree,  the  Orders  ia 
Council  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  were  is8oed« 
professing  to  be  a  retaliation  against  Fraoce, 
^*  at  a  time  when  the  fleets  of  France  and  her 
allies  were  themselves  confined  within  that  own 

g>rts,  by  the  superior  valor  and  discipline  oC  the 
ritish  navy,"  but  operating  in  fact  against  the 
United  States,  as  a  neutral  Power,  to  prohibit 
their  trade  **from  one  port  to  another,  both 
which  ports  should  belong  to,  or  be  ia  the  pos- 
session of  France  or  her  aliiesi  or  should  be  so 
far  under  their  control,  as  that  British  reads 
might  not  traile  freely  thereau*^  It  retoMuu^ 
however,  to  be  stated,  that  it  was  not  until  tlie 
12th  of  March,  1807,  that  the  British  Miaister, 
then  residing  at  Washington,  coumanicated  to 
the  American  Government,  in  the  name  of  his 
Soverei|;n,  the  Orders  in  Council  of  January, 
1807,  with  an  intimation  that  strooger  o&easures 
would  be  pursued,  unless  the  United  Slates 
should  resist  the  operations  of  the  Berlin  deeree-t 
At  the  moment  the  British  Ooverameot  was  re- 
minded "  that  within  the  period  of  those  great 
events  which  continued  to  agitate  Europe^  lo- 
stances  had  occurred  in  which  the  commefce  of 
neutral  nations,  more  especially  of  the  United 
States,  had  experienced  the  severest  distresses 
from  its  own  orders  and  measures,  aisnifestly  ua- 
authorized  by  the  law  of  natiooa;"  assuraneei 
were  given  "that  no  eulpable  acquiescence  ea 
the  part  of  the  United  States  would  render  thca 
accessary  to  the  proceedings  of  one  belligereat 
nation,  through  their  rights  of  oeatcality,  agaiast 

*  Bee  the  Order  ia  Council  of  the  ?th  of  J 
1807. 

tSeeMr.  Enkine*s  letter  to  the  Secniaff  €f Slate, 
dated  the  ISth  of  Maith,  1807. 
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the  commerce  of  its  adTerttry ;"  and  the  right 
of  Great  Brilaia  to  issue  such  orders  unless  as 
orders  of  blockade,  to  be  enforced  accordiog  to 
the  law  of  oations,*  was  utterly  denied.* 

This  candid  and  explicit  afowal  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  American  Qorerameot,  upon  an 
occasion  so  novel  and  important  in  the  history 
of  nations,  did  not,  however,  make  its  just  im- 
pression upon  the  Britiah  Cabinet;  for,  without 
assigning  any  new  provocation  on  the.  part  of 
France,  and  complaining  merely,  that  neutral 
Powers  had  not  been  induced  to  Interpose  with 
effect,  to  obtain  a  revocation  of  the  Berlin  decree, 

i which,  however,  Great  Britain  herself  had  af- 
rmed  to  be  a  decree  nominal  and  inoperative,) 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  the  11th  of  November, 
1807,  were  issued,  declaring  ^'  that  all  the  ports  and 
places  of  Prance  and  her  allies,  or  of  aov  other 
country  at  war  with  His  Majesty  and  all  other 
pojrts  or  places  in  Europe,  from  which,  although 
not  at  war  with  His  Majesty,  the  British  flag 
was  excluded,  and  all  ports  or  places  in  the  colo- 
nies belonging  to  His  Majeaty's  enemies,  should 
from  thenceforth  be  subject  to  the  same  restric- 
tions in  point  of  trade  and  navigation,  as  if  the 
same  were  actually  blockaded,  by  His  Majeaty's 
naval  forces^  in  the  most  strict  and  rigorous  man- 
ner;" that  '*all  trade  in  articles  which  were  the 
produce  or  manufacture  of  the  said  countries  or 
colonies,  should  be  deemed  and  considered  to  be 
nnlawfuV  but  that  neutral  vessels  should  still 
be  permitted  to  trade  .with  France  from  certain 
free  ports,  or  through  ports  and  places  of  the 
British  dominions.!  To  accept  the  lawful  en- 
joyment of  a  riffht  as  the  grant  of  a  superior,  to 
prosecute  a  lawful  commerce  under  the  forms  of 
favor  and  indttlgenee,and  topafa  tribute  to  Great 
Britain  for  the  privileges  or  a  lawful  transit  on 
the  ocean,  were  concessions  which  Great  Britain 
was  disposed  insidiously  to  exact,  by  an  appeal 
10  the  cnpidtty  of  iodividuals,  but  waich  the 
United  States  could  never  yield,  consistently 
with  the  indeoendence  aai  the  sovereignty  of 
the  nation.  Tha  Orders  in  Gouneil  were  there- 
fore altered,  in  this  reapact,  at  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod 4  but  the  genaml  inierdict  of  neutral  com- 
merce, applying  more  especially^  to  American 
commerce,  was  obstinately  maintained, against  all 
the  force  of  reason,  of  remonstrance,  and  of  pro- 
testation, employed  by  the  American  Government, 
when  the  subiect  was  presented  to  its  considera- 
tion by  the  British  Minister  residing  nt  Wash- 
ington. The  fact  assumied  as  the  basis  of  the 
Orders  in  Coancil  was  unequivocally  disowned ; 
nnd  it  was  demonstrated  that,  so  far  from  its  be- 
ing true,  ^  that  the  United  States  had  acquiesced 
in  an  illegal  operation  of  the  Berlin  decree,  it  was 
not  even  true,  that  at  the  date  of  the  British  Or- 
ders of  the  11th  of  November,  1807,  a  single  ap- 

*  See  the  Staretsry  of  Stsfte's  letter  to  Mr.  Eiskine, 
dated  the  30th  of  March,  1807. 

t See  the  Oiden  in  Coandl  of  the  lith  of  Novem- 
ber»1807. 

ISee  Mr.  Ganntng'e  litter  to  Mr.  Ffnknej^  SSdf 
Fetonaiy,  1808. 


gication  of  that  decree  to  the  commerce  of  the 
nited  States  on  the  high  sea^,  could  have  been 
known  to  the  British  Government ;"  while  the 
British  Government  had  been  officially  informed 

Kthe  American  Minister  at  London,  "  that  ex- 
tnations,  uncontradicted  by  any  overt  act,  had 
been  given  to  the  American  Minister  at  PariSi 
which  justified  a  reliance  that  the  French  decree 
would  not  be  put  in  force  against  the  United 
States.* 

The  British  orders  of  the  11th  of  November, 
1807,  were  quickly  followed  by  the  French  decree 
of  Milan,  dated  the  17th  of  December,  1807, 
**  which  was  said  to  be  resorted  to  only  in  just 
retaliation  of  the  barbarous  system  adopted  by 
Bnglaad,"  and  in  which  the  denationalizing  ten- 
dency of  the  orders  is  made  the  foundation  of  n 
declaration  in  the  decree,  **that  every  ship,  to 
whatever  nation  it  might  belong,  that  should  have 
submitted  to  be  searched  by  an  English  ship,  or 
to  a  voyage  to  England,  or  should  have  paid  any 
tax  whatsoever  to  the  English  Government,  was 
thereby,  and  for  that  alone,  declared  to  be  dena- 
tionalized, to  have  forfeited  the  protection  of  its 
Sovereign,  and  to  have  become  CEnglish  property, 
subject  to  capture,  as  good  and  lawful  prize ;  that 
the  British  islands  were  placed  ia  a  state  of 
blockade,  both  by  sea  and  land;  and  every  ship, 
of  whatever  nation,  or  whatever  the  nature  of  its 
cargo  might  be,  that  sails  from  the  poru  of  Eng- 
land, or  those  of  the  English  colbnies,  and  of  the 
countries  occupied  by  English  troops,  and  pro- 
ceediag  to  England,  or  to  the  English  colonies, 
or  to  countries  occupied  by  English  troops,  shonla 
be  good  and  lawful  prize;  but  that  the  provisions 
of  the  decree  should  be  abrogated  and  null,  in 
fact,  as  soon  as  the  English  should  abide  asain  by 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  are 
also  the  principles  of  justice  and  honor.'^  In 
oppoeitioa,  however,  to  the  Milan  decree,  as  well 
as  to  the  Berlin  decree,  the  American  Gtovem^ 
meat  strenuously  and  nnceasingly  employed  everjr 
instnrabent,  ex^t  the  instruments  of  war.  It 
acted  precisely  towards  France  as  it  acted  towarda 
Gfeat Britain^ on  similar  occasions;  but  Franea 
remained,  for  a  time,  as  insensible  to  the  claims 
of  justice  and  honor  as  Great  Britain ;  each  imi- 
tatii^  the  other  in  extravagance  of  pretension, 
and  in  ob8tin.acy  of  purpose. 

When  the  American  GoTemmenl  received  in- 
telligence that  the  orders  of  tha  11th  of  November, 
1807,  had  been  nnder  the  consideration  of  the 
British  Cabinet,  and  were  actually  preptired  for 
promulgation,  it  was  anticipated  that  France,  in 
a  zealous  prosecution  of  the  reuliatory  warfare, 
would  soon  produce  an  act  of  at  least  equal  in- 
justice and  hostili^.  The  crisis  existed,  there- 
fore, at  which  the  united  States  were  compelled 
to  decide,  either  to  withdraw  their  seafaring  citi- 
zens and  their  commercial  wealth  from  the  ocean, 
or  to  leave  the  interests  of  the  mariner  and  the 

*  See  Mr.  Ersk&ie's  letter  to  the  Beeretaiy  of  8tate» 
dated  the  22d  of  Pebmsry,  1808,  and  the  answer  of 
the  Beeretaiy  of  Stete^  dated  tiie  96th  of  March,  1808. 

tSM  the  Milan  decrae  of  tha  17th  of  Dee^  1807. 
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nerohaot  ez|Kiied  to  cerUiD  destractioD;  or  to 
ODfage  in  open  and  active  war  for  tbe  protection 
and  defeoce  of  those  iateresui.  The  prioeiplet 
and  the  habits  of  the  A mericao  Government  were 
stilJ  disposed  to  nevtrality  and  peace.  In  weigh- 
ing tbe  nature  and  the  amount  of  the  aggressions 
which  bad  been  perpetrated,  or  which  were  threat- 
ened, if  there  were  any  preponderance  to  deter^ 
mine  the  balance  against  one  of  the  belligerent 
Powers  rather  than  tbe  other,  as  the  object  of  a 
dedaration  of  war,  it  was  against  (3reai  Britain, 
at  least  upon  the  vital  intercKt  of  impreaiment, 
and  the  otvioua  superiority  of  her  naval  meany 
of  annoyance.  The  French  decrees  were,  indeed, 
as  obnozioos  in  their  formation  and  design  as  the 
British  orders;  but  the  Government  of  France 
claimed  and  exercised  no  right  o(  impressment ; 
and  the  maritime  spoliations  of  France  were  com- 
paratively restricted,  not  only  by  her  own  weak- 
neas  on  the  ocean,  but  by  the  constant  and 
pervadiag  vigilance  o(  tbe  fleets  of  ber  enemy. 
The  difficulty  of  seleciioiL  the  indiscretion  of  en- 
eoontering  at  once  both  or  the  offending  Powers, 
and,  above  alL  tbe  hope  of  an  early  return  of  jus- 
tice,  ander  the  dispensaiioas  of  the  ancient  public 
law,  prevailed  in  the  councils  of  tbe  American 
Governments  and  it  wa«  resolved  to  attempt  the 
preaervaiibo  of  its  neutrality  and  itA  peace,  of  iu 
eiftizens  and  ita  resources,  by  a  voluntary  auspen- 
aioB  of  the  commerce  and  navtgatioa  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  is  true,  that  for  tbe  minor  outrages 
committed,  under  ih^  pretext  of  the  rule  of  war 
of  n56i,  the  citiaens  of  every  Oenominaiioa  had 
demanded  from  their  Government,  in  the  year 
1805,  protection  and  redress;  it  la  true,  that  for 
the  unparalleled  enormities  of  the  year  1807,  the 
oittzens  of  every  denomination  again  demanded 
from  their  Government  protection  and  redretw; 
bat  it  is  also  a  truth,  conclusively  established  by 
•v«ry  manifcstatioo  of  the  sense  of  i he  American 
people, .as  well  as  ot  their  Goveraraent,  that  any 
hoaorable  means  of  protection  a  ad  redresa  were 
pieferred  to  tbe  laat  resort  of  arms.  The  Amen* 
ean  Gkivemnaent  might  honorably  retire,  for  a 
tioM,  from  the  acene  of  conflict  and  coUi»ion ;  but 
it  could  no  longer,  with  honor,  permit  its  flag  to 
be  insulted,  its  eitiaenj*  to  be  enslaved,  and  iu  prop- 
ctty  to  he  plundered,  on  the  highwajr  of  natifms. 
Under  these  impressions,  the  real  net  ive  syMem 
of  the  United  fitalea  was  introduced.  In  Drcem- 
fasr,  1807,  an  embargo  was  imposed  irpon  ^  all 
Amei}icaa  veasela  and  merchandiae;*  on  principlea 
aimilar  to  those  which  originated  and  regulated 
tbe  embargo  law,  aatbonsed  to  be  laid  by  the 
Pftaideat  of  the  United  Statta,  in  the  year  1794; 
hot  soon  afterwards,  in  the  genuine  spirit  of  the 
policy  that  prescribed  the  measure,  it  was  de- 
claited  by  law,  '*that  in  the  event  of  such  neace. 
or  suspension  of  hostilities,  between  the  bell  iter - 
ent  Powers  of  Europe,  or  liudh  changes  in  their 
measures  affecting  neutral  commerce,  a>i  might 
render  that  of  the  United  States  safv,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President  of  tbe  United  Stat  s,  he  was 

/  Bee  Oie  act  of  Congrass,  imaaad  IhalSdef  Psmbi- 
bar,  1807. 


authorized  to  suspend  theembnrgo,  in  who)eof  in 

Eart.'**  The  pressure  of  the  embargo  was  f  hooght 
owever,  so  severe  upon  everv  part  of  the  com- 
munity, that  the  American  GtovemiaeDt,  notwirli- 
standing  the  neutral  character  of  the  measure, 
determined  upon  some  relaxation;  and,  accord- 
ingly, the  embargo  beiufr  raised,  as  to  all  other 
nations,  a  system  of  non-intercourse  and  noo-im- 
poriation  waa  substituted  in  March,  1809,  as  to 
Great  Britain  and  France,  which  prohibited  alt 
voyages  to  tbe  British  or  French  domtnioM,  and 
all  trade  in  articles  of  British  or  French  product 
or  mannfiicture.t  But  still  adhering  to  the  neu- 
tral and  pacific  policy  of  the  Government,  it  waa 
declared,  *'  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  be  authorized,  in  caae  either  France  or 
Great  Britaia  should  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts,  aa  that  tbey  should  cease  to  violate  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  to  declare 
tbe  same  by  prpclamation ;  after  which  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  might  be  renewed  with  tbe 
nation  so  duiog."t  These  appeals  to  tbe  joatree 
and  the  interests  of  the  belligerent  Powers  proving 
ineffectual,  and  tbe  necessities  of  the  country 
incrfaning,  it  waa  finally  resolved,  by  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  to  take  the  hazards  of  a  war; 
to  revoke  its  restrictive  system ;  and  to  txdade 
British  and  French  armed  vessels  from  the  har- 
bors and  watera  of  the  United  Scales;  but,  a^n, 
emphatically  to  announce,  ^that  in  ease  either 
Great  Britain  or  France  sbootd,  before  the  9d  of 
March,  18U,  so  revoke,  or  modify,  her  edicts,  as 
that  they  should  cease  to  violate  tb<Beuiral  com- 
merce of  the  United  States ;  and  if  the  other  na- 
tion should  not,  within  three  months  thereafter, 
so  revoke,  or  modify,  her  edicts,  in  like  manner  * 
the  provisions  of  the  ooo-iniercoarae  and  non-im- 
portation law  should,  at  the  expiration  of  three 
months,  be  revived  against  tbe  nation  refusing 
or  neglecting  to  revoke  or  modify  Ita  ediefs.f 

In  tnecourse  which  the  American  Goventmeat 
bad  hitherto  pursued,  relative  to  tbe  bdligereiK 
orders  and  decrees,  tha  candid  foreigner,  as  w^ 
as  the  patriotic  citizen,  may  perceive  aa  extreme 
soliciuide  ibr  the  preservation  of  peace;  buu  ra 
the  pnblictty  and  impariialtty  of  tbe  overture, 
that  was  thus  spread  before  the  belligemt  Pow- 
ers, it  is  impossible  that  any  indication  abooM  be 
ft>und  of  foreign  influence  or  coutrol.  TIte  over- 
ture waa  urged  upon  both  nationafor  aceeptance 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  tbe  aame  manner;  nor 
was  an  intimation  withheld,  from  either  of  ihea, 
that  ''it  might  be  regarded  by  the  belligereai  int 
accepting  it,  as  a  promise  to  itself,  and  a  wamiB|^ 
to  ita  enemy. '^    Each  of  the  nations,  Irnm  thee 


*  See  the  act  of  Congreas»  passed  the  Std  of  An% 
1808. 

t  Bee  the  act  of  Congress^  paaaed  the  first  day  sf 
Msrch,  1809. 

^Sae  the  11th  section  of  tbe  Issl  citad  actofCsa- 
gress. 

I  See  the  act  of  Congreas,  paased  May  I,  IMH 

§  See  tbe  correspondence  between  the  Oeuetsiy  off 
Stale,  and  tbe  Ametkan  Miaialaia  aft  Leadm  and 
Paria. 
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eommeiieeaiciit  ortheraialiaiorY  8yi&eni,«eknowl^ 
«4g6d  iliat  its  meatam  were  violacions  of  public 
law ;  and  caoIi  pledged  itself  to  retract  them* 
whenever  tba  other  should  set  the  example.*  Al" 
though  the  Americao  GoverDment,  therefore,  per* 
sisted  iu  its  remoostraaces  against  the  original 
transgressions,  without  regard  to  the  question  of 
their  priori tf^  it  embraced,  with  eagerness,  e^ittj 
hope  of  reconciling  the  interests  of  the  rival  Pow- 
ers, with  a  performance  of  the  daif  which  they 
•wed  to  the  oeutnl  character  of  the  United  Slates  \ 
and  when  the  British  Minister,  residing  at  Wash- 
ington^  in  the  year  1809,  affirmed,  in  terms  as 
plain  and  as  positive  as  language  could  supnly, 
*  thai  he  was  authorised  to  declare,  that  His  Brit- 
manic  Majesty's  Orders  in  Council  of  January 
and  November,  1807.  will  have  been  withdrawn, 
as  respects  the  United  Scales,  on  the  10th  day  of 
June,  1809,''  the. President  of  the  United  Slates 
hastened,  with  approved  liberality,  to  accept  the 
declaration  as  conclusive,  that  the  promised  fact 
would  exist,  at  the  stipulated  period;  and,  by  an 
immediate  proclamation,  be  announced,  **  that  af- 
ter tha  10th  day  of  June  next,  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  Qreat  Britain,  as  suspended 
by  tiie  non-intercourse  law,  and  by  the  acts  of 
Congress  laying  and  enforcing  an  embargo,  might 
be  renewed.'t  The  American  Qovernroent  nei- 
ther asked  nor  received,  from  theBriiish  Minister. 
Ml  exempliication  of  his  powers,  an  inspection  of 
his  instroctions}  nor  the  solemnity  of  an  Order  ii> 
Council ;  but  executed  the  compact,  on  the  part  of 
the  Untied  States,  in  all  the  sincerity  of  iuown  in- 
tantionaand  in  all  |he  confidence  which  the  offi* 
dial  act  of  the  representative  of  Hts  Briuonio  Ma- 
jesty waa calculated  to  inspire.  The  act,  and  the 
authority  for  the  act,  were,howev«r,  disavowed  by 
Gkeat  Britain ;  and  an  attempt  was  made,  by  the 
suceesaor  of  Mr.  firskine^  through  the  aid  of  in- 
ainuatioBs*  which  were  indignantly  repulsed,  to 
justify  the  British  rejection  of  the  Treaty  of  1809, 
Vv  referring  to  the  American  rejection  of  the 
Treaty  of  1806;  forgetful  of  the  essential  poinu 
of  difierenee,  that  the  British  Qovernment,  on  the 
former  occasion,  had  been  explicitly  apprised  by 
the  American  negotiators  of  their  denct  of  power ; 
and  that  the  execution  of  the  projected  treaty 
had  not,  on  either  side,  been  eommenced4 

After  ihia  abortive  attempt  toiobtain  a  just  and 
konerable  revocation  of  the  British  Ordeia  in 
Council,  the  United  States  were  again  invited  to 
ittduUe  the  hope  of  safety  and  tranquillity,  when 
the  Minister  ot  France  announced  to  the  Ameri- 
can Minister  at  Paris,  that,  in  consideration  of 
the  act  of  the  first  of  May,  1809,  by  which  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates  ^engaged  to  op- 
pose itself  to  that  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers, 

*  See  the  docnmants  laid  before  Congress  ftom  time 
to  time,  by  the  Prendent,  and  printed. 

t  See  the  oerrespoodence  between  Mr.  Biskhis,  the 
British  Minister,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
17th,  18th,  end  I9th  of  April,  1809 ;  snd  the  Presidenfii 
pioelaaMtioa  ef  the  lest  date» 

fSee  the  correipoodenee  between  the  Seeretaij  ^ 
State,  and  Mr.  /acfcam,  the  British  Minister. 


which  should  refuse  Co  acknowledge  the  rights  of 
neutrals,  he  was  authorized  to  declare,  that  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked,  and 
that  after  the  first  of  November,  1810,  ther 
would  cease  to  have  effect,  it  being  uoderstood, 
that  in  consequence  of  that  declaration,  the  Eng- 
lish should  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and 
renounc\»  the  new  principles  of  blockade,  which 
they  had  wished  to  establish;  or.that  the  United 
Stales,  conformably  to  the  act  of  Congress,  should 
cauNC  I  heir  riffhts  to  be  reypeeted  by  the  Bqg^ 
iish.''*  This  declaration,  delivered  by  the  official 
organ  of  the  Government  of  France,  and  in  the 
presence,  as  it  were,  of  the  French  Sovereign^ 
was  of  the  highest  authority,  according  to  all  the 
rules  of  diplomatic  intercoune;  and.  certain ly, 
far  surpassed  any  claim  of  credence  which  was 
possessed  by  the  British  Minister,  residing  at 
Washington,  when  the  arrangement  of  the  yeat 
1809  was  accepted  and  exeeiMed  by  the  Ameri* 
can  Government.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  therefore,  owed  to  the  consistency  of  hit 
own  character,  and  to  the  dictates  of  a  sincei^ 
impartislity,  a  prompt  acceptance  of  the  French 
overture:  and,  accordingly,  the  authoritative  pro* 
mise,  that  the  fact  should  exist,  at  the  stipulated 
period,  being  again  admitted  as  conclusive  evi* 
dence  of  its  existence,  a  prot*lamatlon  was  issued 
on  the  2d  of  November,  1810,  announcing,  ''that 
the  edicts  of  France  had  been  so  revoked,  as  that 
they  ceased,  on  the  first  day  of  the  same  mont^ 
to  violate  the  oeutml  commerce  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  all  the  restrictions  imposed  bj 
the  net  of  Congress  should  then  cease  and  be  dis* 
continued,  in  relation  to  France  and  her  depea^ 
dencie8."t  That  France,  from  this  epoch,  re« 
ftained  from  all  aggressions,  on  the  high  seaa,  or 
even  in  her  own  ports,  upon  the  persons  and  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Statea^ 
never  was  asserted ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  her  vio- 
lence and  her  spoliations  have  l]«en  unceasing 
causes  of  com  pie i  at.  These  subsequent  injuries^ 
constituting  a  IMM  of  the  existing  reclamationa 
of  the  United  States,  were  always,  however,  die* 
avowed  by  the  French  Government;  while  the 
repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree  has^  on 
every  occasion,  been  affirmed;  insomuch  that 
Great  Briuia  nerself  was,  at  last,  compelled  te 
yield  to  the  evidence  of  the  fact. 

On  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the 
date  of  the  President's  proclamation,  the  non*- 
intercourse  and  nonimportation  law  was,  of 
course,  to  be  revived  against  Great  Britain,  un- 
less,  during  that  period,  her  Orders  in  Council 
should  be  revoked.  The  subject  was,  therefor^ 
mo6t  anxiously,  and  most  steadily,  pressed  upon 
the  justice  and  the  magnanimity  of  the  British 
Government;  and  even  when  the  hopeof  succeaa 
expired,  by  the  lapse  of  the  period  prescribed  in 
one  act  of  Congress,  the  Uoiied  States  opened 
the  door  of  reconciliation  by  another  act^  whichy 

*Sea  tha  Dokede  Csdors's  Istter  to  Mr.  Annstfong, 
dsted  the  6th  of  August,  1810. 

t  See  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  Xd  fC 
Nqvembar,  1810. 
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in  the  year  1811,  again  provided,  that,  in  case,  at 
any  time,  "Great  Britain  should  so  revoke  or 
modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  vio- 
late the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  should  declare 
the  fact  by  proclamation ;  and  that  the  restric- 
tions, previously  imposed,  should,  from  the  date 
of  sucn  proclamation,  cease  and  be  discontin- 
ued."* But,  unhappily,  every  appeal  to  the  just- 
ice and  magnanimity  of  Great  Britain  was  now, 
as  heretofore,  fruitless  and  forlorn.  She  had,  at 
this  epoch,  impressed  from  the  crews  of  Ameri- 
can merchant  vessels,  peaceably  navigating  the 
high  seas,  not  less  than  six  thousand  manners, 
who  claimed  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  were  denied  all  opportunity  to  verify 
their  claims.  She  had  seized  and  confiscated  the 
commercial  property  of  American  citizens  to  an 
incalculable  amount.  She  had  united  in  the 
enormities  of  France,  to  declare  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  terraqueous  globe  in  a  state  of  block- 
ade; chasing  the  American  merchant  flag  effect- 
ually from  the  ocean.  She  had  contemptuously 
disregarded  the  neutrality  of  the  American  terri- 
tory, and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  American  laws, 
within  (he  waters  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States.  She  was  enjoying  the  emoluments  of  a 
surreptitious  trade,  stained  with  every  species  of 
fraud  and  corruption,  which  gave  to  the  belliger- 
ent Powers  the  advantages  of  peace,  while  the 
neutral  Powers  were  involved  in  the  evils  of  war. 
She  had,  in  short,  usurped  and  exercised,  on  the 
water,  a  tyranny  similar  to  that  which  her  great 
antagonist  had  usurped  and  exercised  upon  the 
land.  And,  amidst  all  these  proofs  of  ambition 
and  avarice^she  demanded  that  the  victims  of 
her|u8urpations  and  her  violence  should  revere 
her  as  the  sole  defender  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  mankind. 

When,  therefore,  Great  Britain,  in  manifest 
violation  of  her  solemn  promises,  refused  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  France,  by  the  repeal  of  her 
Orders  in  Council,  the  American  Government 
was  compelled  to  contemplate  a  resort  to  arms, 
as  the  only  remaining  course  to  be  pursued  for  its 
honor,  its  independence,  and  its  safety.  What- 
ever depended  upon  the  United  States  themselves, 
the  United  States  had  performed  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace,  in  resistance  of  the  French  de- 
crees as  well  as  of  the  British  orders.  What  had 
been  required  from  France,  in  its  relation  to  the 
neutral  character  of  the  United  States,  France 
had  performed,  by  the  revocation  of  iu  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees.  But  what  depended  upon  Great 
Britain,  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  in  the  repeal 
of  her  Orders  in  Council,  was  withheld,  and  new 
evasions  were  sought  when  the  old  were  exhaust- 
ed. It  was,  at  one  time,  alleged,  that  satisfactory 
proof  was  not  afforded  that  France  had  repealed 
her  decrees  u^ainst  the  commerce  of  the  Unii«d 
States;  as  if  such  proof  alone  were  wanting  to 
insure  the  performance  of  the  British  promiscf 

'«  See  the  act  of  Congress  passed  March  2,  1811. 
.    tSee  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Pinkney  and 
ihe  Britiidi  GoTemment. 


At  another  time  it  was  insisted  that  the  repeal  of 
the  French  decrees,  in  their  operatiom  against  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  authorize  a  demaod  for 
the  performance  of  the  British  promise,  must  be 
total,  applying  equally  to  their  internal  and  their 
external  effects,  as  if  the  United  Slates  had  either 
the  right  or  the  power  to  impose  upon  Fiance 
the  law  of  her  domestic  institutions.*  And  it 
was  finally  insisted,  in  a  despatch  from  Lord  Ca?- 
tlereagh  to  the  British  Minister  residing  at  Wash- 
ington, in  the  year  1812,  which  vras  offieiaJi/ 
communicated  to  the  American  Government^ 
'^  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  most  not 
be  repealed  singly  and  specially  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  hot  must  be  repealed  also  as  to  all 
other  neutral  nations,  and  that  in  do  less  extent 
of  a  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  had  the  British 
Government  ever  pledftd  itself  to  repeal  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  ;"t  ^  >f  it  were  incumbent  on  the 
United  States,  not  only  to  assert  her  own  righli^ 
but  to  become  the  coadjutor  of  the  British  Uov- 
ernment  in  a  gratuitous  assertion  of  the  righu  of 
all  other  nations. 

The  Congress  of  thft  United  States  eoald  pause 
no  longer,  under  a  deep  and  afilicting  sense  of 
the  national  wrongs.  While  they  "postponed 
definitive  measures  with  respect  to  Pnnee,  m  the 
expectation  that  the  result  of  unclosed  discussions 
between  the  American  Minister  at  Paris  and  the 
French  Gkivernment,  wocrld  speedily  enaUetbena 
to  decide,  with  greater  advantage,  on  the  coarse 
due  to  the  riahts,  the  interests,  and  the  honor  of 
the  country  r|  they  pronounced  a  dellherate  and 
solemn  declaration  of  war,  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  on  the  18th  of  Jane,  1812; 

But  it  is  in  the  face  of  all  the  facts  which  have 
been  displayed  in  the  present  narrative,  that  the 
Prince  Re^nt,  by  his  declaration  of  January, 
1813,  describes  the  United  States  as  the  aggres- 
sor in  the  war.  If  the  act  of  declaring  war  con- 
stitutes, in  all  cases,  the  act  of  original a^renloa, 
the  United  States  must  submit  to  the  severity  of 
the  reproach ;  but  if  the  act  of  declaring  war  may^ 
be  more  truly  considered  as  the  resiut  of  looji 
suffering,  and  necessary  self-defence,  the  Ameri- 
can Government  will  stand  acquitted,  in  the  sight 
of  Heaven  and  of  the  world.  Have  the  United 
States,  then,  enslaved  the  subjects,  confiseated  the 

Sroperty,  prostrated  the  commerce,  insulted  the 
ag,  or  violated  the  territorial  sovereignty  of 
Great  Britain  ?  No ;  but  in  all  these  respects  the 
United  States  had  suffered,  for  a  long  pertoif  of 
years  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  the  coo- 
tumely  and  outrage  of  the  British  GtovernaieDt. 
It  has  been  said,  too,  as  an  aggravatioo  of  the  im- 
puted aggression,  that  the  United  Sutn  chose  a 
period  for  the  declaration  of  war  when  Oceat 
Britain  was  struggling  for  her  own  existence; 


*  See  the  letters  of  Mr.  Erskine. 

t  See  the  correspondence  between  the  Seeratary  of 
SUU  and  Mr.  Foster,  the  British  Minister,  ioi«M^ 
1813. 

I  See  the  President's  Message  of  the  1st  of  Jane» 
1818,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Faiaisa  Re- 
laUons,  to  whom  the  Measags  waa  letered. 
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against  a  power  which  threatened  to  overthrow 
the  independence  of  all  Europe ;  bat  it  might  be 
more  truly  said  that  the  United  States,  not  acting 
Qpon  choice,  bat  upon  compulsion,  delayed  the 
declaration  of  war,  until  the  persecations  of  Great 
Britain  had  rendered  further  delay  destructive 
and  disgraceful.  Great  Britain  had  converted 
the  commercial  scenes  of  American  opulence  and 
prosperity,  into  scenes  of  comparative  poverty 
and  distress;  she  had  brought  the  existence  of 
the  United  States,  as  an  independent  nation,  into 
question;  and  surely  it  must  have  been  indiffer- 
ent to  the  United  States  whether  they  ceased  to 
exist  as  an  independent  nation,  by  her  conduct 
while  she  professed  friendship,  or  by  her  conduct 
when  she  avowed  enmity  and  revenj^e.  Nor  is 
it  true  that  the  existence  of  Great  Britain  was  in 
danger  at  the  epoch  of  the  declaration  of  war. 
The  American  Gbvernment  uniformly  entertain- 
ed an  opposite  opinion,  and  at  all  times  saw  more 
to  apprehend  for  the  United  States,  from  her 
maritime  power,  than  from  the  territorial  power 
of  her  enemy.  The  event  has  justified  the  opinion 
and  the  apprehension.  But  what  the  United  States 
asked.as  essential  to  their  welfare,  and  even  as  ben- 
eficial to  the  allies  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Euro- 
pean War,  Great  Britain,  it  is  manifest,  might  have 
granted,  without  impairiog  the  resources  of  her 
own  strenph,  or  the  spleodor  of  her  own  sove- 
reignty ;  for  her  Orders  in  Council  have  been 
since  revoked,  not,  it  is  true,  as  the  performance 
of  her  promise  to  follow  in  this  respect  the  exam- 
ple of  France,  since  she  finally  rested  the  obliga- 
tion of  that  promise  upon  a  repeal  of  the  French 
decrees  as  to  all  nations,  and  the  repeal  was  only 
as  to  the  United  States ;  nor  as  an  act  of  national 
justice  towards  the  United  States,  but  simply  as 
an  act  of  domestic  policy,  for  the  special  advan- 
tage of  her  own  people. 

The  British  Government  has  also  described  the 
war  as  a  war  of  aggrandizement  and  conquest  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States;  but  where  is  the 
foundation  for  the  charge?  While  the  Ameri- 
can Government  employed  everv  means  to  dis- 
suade the  Indians,  even  those  wno  lived  within 
the  territory,  and  were  supplied  by  the  bounty  of 
the  United  States  from  taking  any  part  in  the 
war,*  the  proofs  were  irresistible  that  the  enemy 
pursued  a  very  different  course,!  and  that  every 
precaution  would  be  necessary  to  prevent  the 
effects  df  an  offensive  alliance  between  the  British 
troops  and  the  savages  throughout  the  northern 
frontier  of  the  United  States.  The  military  oc- 
cupation of  Upper  Canada  was,  therefore,  deemed 
indispensable  to  the  safety  of  that  frontier  in  the 
earliest  movements  of  the  war,  independent  of  ail 
Tiews  of  extending  the  territorial  boundary  of  the 
United  States.    But  when  war  was  declared,  in 

*  See  the  proceedings  at  the  cotmciIs»  held  with  tiie 
Indians  daring  the  expedition  under  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Hull,  and  the  talk  delivered  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Six  Nations,  at  Washington,  on 
tiie  8th  of  April,  1813. 

tSae  the  docnmente  laid  before  Gongreas  on  the 
IM  Jane,  1818. 


resentment  for  injuries  which  had  been  suffered 
upon  the  Atlantic,  what  principle  of  public  law. 
what  modification  of  civilized  warfare,  imposea 
upon  the  United  States  the  duty  of  abstaining 
from  the  invasion  of  the  Canadas?  It  was  there 
alone  that  the  United  States  could  place  them- 
selves upon  an  equal  footing  of  military  force 
with  Great  Britain;  and  it  was  there  that  they 
might,  reasonably  encourage  the  hope  of  being 
able,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  retaliation, 
*^to  restrain  the  violence  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
retort  upon  him  the  evils  of  his  own  injustice.'^ 
The  proclamations  issued  by  the  American  com* 
manners,  on  entering  Upper  Canada,  have,  how-^ 
ever,  been  adduced  by  the  British  negotiators  at 
Ghent  as  the  proofs  of  a  spirit  of  ambition  and 
aggrandizement  on  the  part  of  their  Gftveroment. 
In  truth,  the  proclamations  were  not  only  unau- 
thorized and  disapproved,  but  were  infractions  of 
the  positive  instructions  which  had  been  given 
for  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  Canada.  When 
the  General  commanding  the  Northwestern  Army 
of  the  United  States  received,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  1812,  his  first  authority  to  commence  offen- 
sive operations,  he  was  especially  told  that  "  he 
must  not  consider  himseli  authorized*  to  pledge 
the  Government  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada, 
further  than  assurances  of  protection  in  their  per- 
sons, property,  and  righu."  And  on  the  ensuing 
1st  of  August  it  was  emphatically  declared  to 
him.  ^  that  it  had  become  necessary  that  he  should 
not  lose  sight  of  the  instructions  of  the  24th  of 
June,  as  any  pledge  beyond  that  was  incompati- 
ble with  the  views  of  the  Government.'"  Such 
was  the  nature  of  the  charge  of  American  ambi- 
tion and  aggrandizement,  and  such  the  evidence 
to  support  It. 

The  Prince  Regent  has,  however,  endeavored 
to  add  to  these  unfounded  accusations  a  stigma 
at  which  the  pride  of  the  American  Government 
revolts.  Listening  to  the  fabrications  of  British 
emissaries ;  gathering  scandals  from  the  abuses  of 
a  free  press;  and  misled,  perhaps,  by  the  asperi* 
ties  of  a  party  spirit,  conimon  to  all  free  Govern- 
ments, he  affects  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  war  to 
"a  marked  partiality  in  palliating  and  assisting 
the  aggressive  tyranny  of  France,"  and  "  to  the 
prevalence  of  such  councils  as  associated  the 
United  States  in  policy  with  the  Government  of 
that  nation."!  The  conduct  of  the  American 
Government  Is  now  open  to  every  scrutiny,  and 
its  vindication  is  inseparable  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  facts.  All  the  world  must  be  sensible,  in- 
deed, that  neither  in  the  general  policy  of  the 
late  ruler  of  France,  nor  in  his  particular  treat- 
ment of  the  United  States,  could  there  exist  any 
political  or  rational  foundation  for  the  sympathies 
and  associations,  overt  or  clandestine,  which  have 
been  rudely  and  unfairly  suggested.  It  is  equal- 
ly obvious  that  nothing  short  of  the  aggressive 


*  See  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Da^ 
partment,  to  Brigadier  General  Hull,  dated  the  24th 
of  June,  and  the  Ist  of  August,  1812. 

t  See  the  British  I>eclai«tion>.of  the  10th  of  January^ 
1818. 
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tyranny  exercised  by  Great  Brittio  towards  the 
United  Stattfs,  could  have  counteracted  and  con- 
trolled those  tendencies  to  peace  and  amity  which 
derived  their  impulse  from  natural  and  social 
causes  combining  the  affections  and  interests  of 
the  two  nations.  The  American  Government, 
faithful  to  that  principle  of  public  law  which 
acknowledges  the  authority  or  all  Governmenu 
established  de  facto,  and  conforming  its  practice 
in  this  respect  to  the  example  of  Europe,  has 
never  contested  the  validity  of  the  Governments 
successively  established  in  France;  nor  refrained 
from  that  intercourse  with  either  of  them,  which 
the  just  interests  of  the  United  Slates  required. 
But  the  British  Cabinet  is  challenged  to  produce, 
from  the  recesses  of  its  secret,  or  of  its  public, 
archives,  a  single  instance  of  unworthy  concession, 
or  political  alliance  and  combination,  throughout 
the  intercourse  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
revolutionary  rulers  of  France.  Was  it  the  in- 
fluence of  French  councils,  that  induced  the 
American  Government  to  resist  the  pretensions 
of  France,  in  1793,  and  to  encounter  her  hostili- 
ties in  1798?  that  led  to  the  ratification  of  the 
British  Treaty  in  1795;  to  the  British  negotiation 
in  1805,  and  to  the  Convention  with  the  British 
Minister  in  1809?  that  dicuted  the  impartial 
overtures,  which  were  made  to  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  to  France,  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
restrictive  system?  that  produced  the  determina- 
tion  to  avoid  making  any  treaty,  even  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  France,  until  the  outrage  of  the 
Rambouillet  decree  was  repaired?*  that  sanc- 
tioned the  repeated  and  urgent  efforts  of  the 
American  GovenHnent,  to  put  an  end  to  the  war, 
almost  as  soon  as  it  was  declared  ?  or  that,  finalljr, 
prompted  the  explicit  communication,  which,  in 
pursuance  ofiostructions,wa8madeby  the  Amer- 
ican Miaister,  at  Si.  Petersburgh,  to  the  Court  of 
ftossia,  statin j[,  ^  that  the  principal  subjects  of 
discussion,  which  had  long  been  subsisting  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  .remained 
unsettled;  that  there  was  no  immediate  prospect, 
that  there  would  be  a  satisfactory  settlement  of 
them ;  but  that,  whatever  the  event,  in  that  re- 
apeot,  might  be,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
uovefoment  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into 
any  more  intimate  connexions  with  France ;  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  did  not  an- 
ticipate any  event  whatever,  that  could  produce 
that  effect;  and  that  the  American  Minister  was 
the  more  happy  to  find  himself  authorized  by  his 
Government  to  avow  this  intention,  as  different 
representations  of  their  views  had  oeen  widely 
circulated,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  America."! 
But,  while  every  act  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment thus  falsifies  the  charge  of  a  subserviency 
to  the  noiicy  of  France,  it  may  be  justly  remarked, 
that  ot  all  the  Governments  maintaining  a  neces- 
a^ry  relation  and  intercourse  with  that  nation, 

*  See  the  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  American  Minister  at  Paija,  dated  May  1^9, 1813. 

t  See  Mr.  Monroe's  lat^r  to  Mr*  Adam%  dated  the 
lat  of  Jalj»  1812,  and  Mr.  Adams'  letter  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, dated  the  11th  of  December,  1812. 


from  the  commencement  to  the  recent  termina- 
tion of  the  revolutionary  establish  men  is,  it  has 
happened,  that  the  GovemmeDt  of  the  Uaiied 
States  has  least  exhibited  marks  of  eoDdescensioa 
and  concession  to  the  successive  ruleis.  It  is  for 
Great  Britain,  more  particularly,  as  aa  accuser, 
to  examine  and  explain  the  consistency  of  the 
reproaches^  which  she  has  uttered  against  the 
United  Slates,  with  the  course  of  her  own  con- 
duct; with  her  repeated  negotiations,  doring-  the 
republican,  as  well  as  during  the  imperia/,  sway 
ot  France;  with  her  solicitude  to  make  and  to 
propose  treaties;  with  her  interchange  of  com- 
mercial benefits,  so  irreconcilable  to  estate  of 
war ;  with  the  alinost  triumphant  entry  of  aFrenchi 
ambassador  into  her  capual,  amidst  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  populace ;  and  with  the  prosecution, 
instituted,  by  the  orders  of  the  King  of  Gkeat 
Britain  himself,  in  the  highest  court  of  criminal 
jurisdiction  in  his  Einffdom,  to  punish  the  printer 
of  a  gazette,  for  publisbiog  a  libel  on  the  conduct 
and  character  of  the  late  Ruler  of  France  !  What- 
ever may  be  the  source  of  ttiese  symptoms,  how- 
ever they  may  indicate  a  subservient  policy,  such 
symptoms  have  never  occurred  in  the  United 
States,  throughout  the  imperial  Govemmeoi  of 
France. 

The  conduct  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
moment  of  declaring  the  war,  wiii  serve,  as  well 
as  their  previous  conduct,  to  rescue  them  froai 
the  unjust  reproaches  of  Great  Britain.  Whea 
war  was  declared,  the  Orders  in  Coancil  had  beea 
maintained,  with  inexorable  hostility,  amil  a. 
thousaiid  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes  had 
been  seized  and  confiscated  under  their  operation  ; 
the  British  Minister  at  Washington  bad,  with 
peculiar  solemnity,  announoed  that  the  oniera 
would  not  be  repealed,  but  upon  conditions,  which 
the  American  Government  had  not  the  right,  nor 
the  power  to  fulfil ;  and  the  European  war^  woich 
had  raged,  with  little  intermission,  for  twearjr 
years,  threatened  an  indefinite  coatiQuaaee.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  a  repeal  of  the  ordet^ 
and  a  cessation  of  the  injuries  which  the|  pro- 
duced, were  events  beyond  all  rational  aaucipa- 
tion.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  orders,  under 
the  iofluence  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry  into  their 
effects  upon  the  uade  and  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  were  provisionally  repealed  on  the  23d 
of  June,  1812,  a  few  days  subsequent  to  the  Amer- 
ican declaration  of  war.  If  this  repeal  bad  been 
made  known  to  the  United  States,  before  ihetr 
resort  to  arms,  the  repeal  would  have  arresieitf  u; 
and  that  cause  of  war  being  removed,  the  other 
essential  cause^  the  practiceofimpressmeet,  would 
have  been  the  subject  of  renewed  ni»gotiaiioa, 
under  the  auspicious  influence  of  a  partial,  ^d 
important,  act  of  reconciliation.  But  the  decla- 
ration of  war  having  announced  the  practice  of 
impressment  as  a  principal  cause,  peace  couid 
only  be  the  result  of  an  express  ahaodocuneot  of 
the  practice ;  of  a  suspension  of  the  practice,  for 
the  purposes  of  negotiation ;  or  of  a  cessation  of 
actual  sufferance,  in  consequence ofa  pacificaiioa 
in  Europe,  which  would  deprive  Great3riiaia  of 
every  motive  for.continoing  the  pr«9Ctce» 
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Heoee,  wben  «aHy  intiflEuUiwit  w^regtrea  from: 
Halifax  and  frpin  Canada,  of  •  dispoaition,  oa  the 
part  of  the  local  authorities,  to  enter  into  an  «r- 
miftiee,  the  powei  of-  those  authorities  was  so 
doubtful,  the  objeeu  of  the  armistice  were  so 
limited,  and  the  immediate  advantages  of  the 
measure  were  so  entirely  on  the  side  of  the  ene- 
my, that  the  American  QoTernment  could  net, 
eouststently  with  its  duty,  embrace  the  proposi- 
tions.* But  some  hope  of  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment was  inspired,  when  a  communication  was 
received  from  Admiral  Warren,  ia  September, 
1813,  stating  that  he  was  commanded  by  his  Qor* 
eromenx  to  propose,  on  the  one  hand,  "  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  should  instant- 
ly recall  their  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
against  British  ships,  together  with  all  orders  aud 
instructions  for  any  acta  of  hostility  whatever 
against  the  territories  of  His  Majesty,  or  the  per- 
sons or  property  of  his  subjects;"  and  to  prom- 
ise, on  the  other  hand,  if  the  American  Govern- 
ment acquiesced  in  the  preceding  proposition, 
that  instructions  should  be  issued  to  the  British 
squadrons,  to  discontinue  hostilities  against  the 
United  States  and  their  citisena.  This  overture, 
however,  was  subject  to  a  further  qualification, 
''  that,  should  the  American  Qovernment  accedo 
to  the  proposal  for  terminating  hostilities,  the 
British  Admiral  was  authorized  to  arrange  with 
the  American  Government,  as  to  the  revocation 
of  the  laws  which  interdict  the  commerce  and 
ahips  of  war  of  Great  Britain  from  the  harbors 
and  waters  of  the  United  States ;  but  tha^  in  de- 
fault of  such  revocation  within  the  reasonable 
period  to  be  agreed  upon,  the  orders  in  Council 
would  be  revived."*  The  American  Govern- 
ment at  once  expressed  a  disposition  to  embrace 
the  general  proposition  for  a  cessation  of  hostil- 
iiies,  with  a  view  to  ni^^otiation ;  declared  that 
no  peace  could  be  durable^  unless  the  essential 
object  of  imnressmeat  was  adjusted  {and  offered, 
as  a  basis  of  the  adjustment,  to  prohibit  the  em- 
ployment of  British  subjects  ia  the  naval  or  com- 
mercial service  of  the  United  States ;  but  adher- 
ing to  iu  determination  of  obtaining  a  relief  from 
actual  sufferance,  the  suspension  of  the  practice 
of  impressment  pending  the  proponed  armistice, 
was  deemed  a  necessary  consequence ;  for  "  it 
could  not  be  presumed,  while  the  parties  were 
engaged  in  a  negotiation  to  adjust  amicably  this 
important  difference,  that  the  United  States 
would  admit  the  right,  or  acquiesce  in  the  prac- 
tice of  the  opposite  party  $  or  that  Great  Britain 
would  be  unwilling  to  restrain  her  cruiaer«  from 
a  practice  which  would  have  the  stroagest  effect 

•See  the  letters  fiom  the  Departmeat  of  State  to 
lir.  Bosm1I»  dstsd  ths  9th  a»l  10th  of  Aogust,  18it, 
and  Mr.  Graham's  aemenndum  of  a  conversation 
with  Mr,  Bsfcsr,  the  British  sscretaiy  of  legation,  en^ 
closed  in  ths  last  latter. 

See,  also,  Mr.  Monias's  lattegr  to  Mr.  Rassellt  dalsd 
the  ftlst  of  Augast,  IBUL 

See  the  letters  of  AdnurslWansa  l»  Ae  Secretary 
ef  ttels^  dalsd  at  JMUn,  the  tOlhr  el  SspOMiber, 

lata. 


to  defeat  the  negotiation.''*  So  just,  so  rea- 
sonable, so  indispensable  a  preliminary,  without 
which  the  cttixens  of  the  United  States,  navigat- 
ing the  high  seas,  would  not  be  plsced,  by  the 
armistice,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  Admiral  Warren  was  not  au- 
thorized to  accept ;  and  the  effort  at  an  amicable 
adjustment,  through  that  channel,  was  necessa- 
rily abortive* 

But  long  before  the  overtureof  the  British  Ad- 
miral was  made,  (a  few  davs,  indeed,  after  tbg 
declaration  of  war,)  the  reluctance  with  which 
the  United  States  had  resorted  to  arms  was  man- 
ifested bjr  the  steps  taken  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  hostilities,  and  to  hasten  a  restoration  of  peace* 
On  the  26th  day  of  June,  1812,  the  American 
Ghargft  d'Affairs,  at  London,  was  instructed  to 
make  the  proposal  of  an  armisiice  to  the  British 
Government  which  might  lead  to  an  adjustment  ^ 
of  all  differences,  on  the  single  condition,  in  the 
event  of  the  Orders  in  Council  being  repealed, 
that  instructions  should  be  issued,  suspiending 
the  piaetioe  of  irapreesment  during  the  armistice. 
This  proposal  was  soon  followed  oy  another,  ad- 
mitting, instead  of  positive  instructions,  an  fn- 
formalondersianding  between  the  two  Govera- 
menu  on  the  subject.t  But  both  of  these  propo- 
sals were,  unhappily,  rejected.!  And  when  a 
third,  which  seemed  to  leave  no  plea  for  hesita- 
tion, as  it  required  no  other  preliminary,  than 
that  the  American  Minister,  at  London,  should 
find  in  the  British  Government  a  sincere  disposi*' 
tion  to  accommodate  the  difference  relative  to 
impressment,  on  ftkir  conditions,  was  evaded,  it 
was  obvious,  that  neither  a  desire  of  peace,  nor  a 
spirit  of  conciliation,  influenced  the  councils  of 
Gkeat  Britain. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  American  Gof- 
erament  had  no  choice  but  to  tuvigorate  the  war; 
and  yet  it  has  never  lost  sight  of  the  object  of  all 
just  wars,  a  just  peace.  T^ he  Bmperor  of  Russia 
having  offered  his  mediation,  to  accomplish  that 
object,  it  was  instantly  and  cordially  accepted  by 
the  Anwrican  Government;!  but  it  was  peremp- 
torily rejected  by  the  British  Government.  The 
Bmperor,  in  his  benevolence,  repeated  his  invita- 
tion ;  the  British  Qovernment  again  rejected  it. 
At  last,  however,  €hreat  Britain,  sensible  of  the 
reproach  to  which  such  conduct  would  expoee 
her  throughout  Burope,  offered  to  the  American 
Government  a  direct  negotiation  for  peace,  and 
the  offer  was  promptly  embraced ;  with  perfect 
confidence  that  the  British  Government  woold 
be  equally  prompt  in  giving  effect  to  its  own  pro- 

*  See  the  lettimr  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  Admirsl  Wsiren, 
dstsd  the  80th  of  OctoUr,  1812. 

t  See  the  letters  from  the  SecreUry  of  State  to  Mr. 
Rassett,  dated  the  Sath  of  June  and  87th  of  July, 
1818. 

t  See  the  oorrespondenee  between  Mr.  Rosse!!  and 
Lord  Gaitlcresgh,  dsted  August  and  September,  1818; 
sod  Mr.  Russell's  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  Statr, 
deled  September,  1818. 

fSeetheoortespondenee  between  Mr.  Menvoe  sal 
Mr.  Dasd&koff,  InMsrch,  1SI8. 
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poMl.  Bat  such  was  Dot  the  detigD,  or  the  course, 
of  that  GoverDment.  The  American  BoTOjrs  were 
immediately  appointed,  and  arrived  at  Gtotten- 
bure,  the  destined  scene  of  nefrotiation,  on  the 
lltE  of  April,  1814.  as  soon  as  the  season  admit- 
ted. The  British  Gorernment,  though  regularly 
informed  that  no  time  would  hk  lost  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  suspended  the  appointment 
of  its  Envoys,  until  the  actual  arrival  of  the 
American  Envoys  should  he  formally  communi- 
cated. This  pretension,  however  novel  and  in- 
auspicious, was  not  permitted  to  obstruct  the  path 
to  peace.  The  British  Government  next  proposed 
to  transfer  the  negotiation  from  Gottenburg  to 
Ghent.  This  change,  also,  nolwitbsunding  the 
necessary  delay,  was  allowed.  The  American 
Envoys,  arriving  at  Ghent  on  the  24th  of  June, 
remained  in  a  mortifying  state  of  suspense  and 
expectation,  for  the  arrival  of  the  British  Envoys, 
until  the  6th  of  Au^us^.  And  from  the  period  of 
opening  the  negotiations,  to  the  date  of  the  last 
despatch  of  the  31st  of  October,  it  has  been  seen, 
that  the  whole  of  the  diplomatic  skill  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  has  consisted  in  consuming  time, 
without  approaching  any  conclusion.  The  pa- 
cification of  Paris  had  suddenly  and  unexpect- 
edly placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, a  ^reat  naval  and  military  force ;  the  pride 
and  passions  of  the  nation  were  artfully  excited 
against  the  United  States ;  and  a  war  of  desperate 
and  barbarous  character  was  planned,  at  the  very 
moment  that  the  American  Government  finding 
its  maritime  citizens  relieved,  by  the  course  of 
events,  from  actual  sufferance^  under  the  practice 
of  impressment,  had  authorized  its  Envoys  to 
waive  those  stipulations  upon  the  subject,  which 
might,  otherwise,  have  been  indispensable  pre- 
cautions. 

Hitherto,  the  American  Government  has  shown 
the  justice  of  its  cause,  its  respect  for  the  rights 
of  other  nations,  and  its  inherent  love  of  peace. 
But  the  scenes  of  the  war,  will,  also,  exhibit  a 
striking  contrast,  between  the  conduct  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain.  The 
same  insidious  policy,  which  taught  the  Prince 
Regent  to  describe  the  American  Government  as 
the  aggressor  in  the  war,  has  induced  the  British 
Government  (eloudinff  the  daylight  truth  of  tiie 
transaction)  to  call  the  atrocities  of  the  British 
fleets  and  armies,  a  retaliation  upon  the  example 
of  the  American  troops  in  Canada.  The  United 
States  tender  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  civilized 
world,  against  the  fabrication  of  such  a  charge ; 
and  they  vouch,  in  support  of  their  appealj  the 
known  morals,  habits,  and  pursuits  of  their  peo- 
ple ;  the  character  of  their  civil  and  political  in- 
stitutions ;  and  the  whole  career  of  their  navy  and 
their  army,  as  humane,  as  it  is  brave.  Upon  what 
pretext  did  the  British  Admiral,  on  the  18th  of 
August,  1814,  announce  his  determination,  "  to 
de^troy  and  lay  waste  such  towns  and  districts, 
upon  the  coast,  as  might  be  found  assailable  t"* 

*8e€  Admiral  Coehrane's  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
the  16th  of  Augost,  1814 ;  uid  Mr.  Monroe's  answer 
of  the  6th  September,  1614. 


It  was  the  pretext  of  a  reqtieat  from  the  Gtovemor 
General  of  the  Canadas,  for  aid  to  carrjr  into  ef- 
fect measures  of  retaliation ;  while,  in  fac^  (he 
barbarous  nature  of  the  war  had  been  ddibera teif 
settled  and  prescribed  by  the  British  Cabinet. 
What  could  have  been  the  foundation  of  such  ft 
request  ?    The  outrages,  and  the  irregularities, 
which  too  often  occur  during  a  state  of  national 
hostilities,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  civilized 
warfare,  are  always  to  be  lamented,  disavowed, 
and  repaired,  by  a  just  and  honoraUe  Govern- 
ment ;  but  if  disavowal  be  made,  and  if  reparation 
be  offered,  there  is  no  foundation  for  retaliatory 
violence.    "Whatever  unauthorized  irregularity 
may  have  been  committed  by  any  of  the  troops 
of  tne  United  States,  the  American  Gbvemmeat 
has  been  ready,  upon  principles  of  sacred  and 
eternal  obligation,  to  disavow,  and,  as  far  as  it 
might  be  macticable,  to  repair.'**  In  every  known 
instance  (and  they  are  few)  the  offenders  have 
been  subjected  to  the  regular  investigation  of  a 
military  tribunal ;  and  an  officer  commanding  a 
party  of  stragglers,  who  were  giiilty^of  unworthy 
excesses,  was  immediately  dismissed  without  the 
form  of  a  trial  for  not  preventing  those  excesses. 
The  destruction  of  the  village  of  Newark,  adja- 
cent to  Fort  George,  on  the  10th  of  Deeember, 
1813,  was  long  subsequent  to  the  pfi/age  and  con- 
flagration committed  on  the  shores  of  cite  Chesa- 
peake, throughout  the  Summer  of  the  same  year; 
and  might  fairly  have  been  alleged  as  a  reuliation 
for  those  outrages;  but,  in  fact,  it  was  justified 
by  the  American  commanderwho  ordered  it,  oa 
the  ground  that  it  became  necessary  to  the  m\U- 
tary  operations  at  that  place  ;t  while  the  Ameri- 
can Government,  as  soon  as  it  heard  of  the  act. 
on  the  dih  of  January,  1814,  instmcted  the  Gen- 
eral commanding  the  Northern  army,  ^  to  disavow 
the  conduct  of  the  officer  who  committed  it;  and 
to  transmit  to  Governor  Prevoat  a  copr  of  the 
order  under  color  of  which  that  officer  had  acr- 
ed."!   This  disavowal  was  accordingly  commu- 
nicated ;  and  on  the  10th  of  February,  1814,  Gov- 
ernor Prevost  answered,  '*  that  it  had  been  w\\h 
great  satisfaction  be  had  received  the  assurftnce, 
that  the  perpetration  of  the  burning  of  the  town 
of  Newark  was  both  unauthorized  by  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  and  abhorrent  to  every  Ameri- 
can feeling;  that  if  any  outrages  had  ensued  the 
wanton  and  unjustifiable  destruction  of  Newark, 
passing  the  bounds  of  just  retaliation,  they  were 
to  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  irritated  jas- 
sions  on  the  part  of  the  nnforiunate  suffe/en  bf 
that  event,  which,  in  a  state  of  active  war/are,  it 
has  not  been  possible  altogether  to  restrain  ;  and 
that  it  was  as  little  congenial  to  the  dispoaition 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  as  it  wis  to  that  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  deliber- 
ately to  adopt  any  plan  of  policy  which  h%d  for 

•  See  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  Biif 
adier  General  MeClare»  dated  the  4th  of  October,  Jdl3L 

t  General  McClure's  letters  to  the  SaenUry  si  War, 
dated  December  10  and  13,  1813. 

tSee  the  letter  fioia  the  Becrafaryat  War.is Major 
General  Wilhinaon,  dated  the  96th  of  Jaaiiaiy,  V%1^ 
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iu  okncet  the  deTMtatioa  of  private  property."* 
But  ine  disavowal  of  the  Afneriean  Gfoveroment 
was  not  the  only  expiation  of  the  oflTeoee  com* 
mitted  by  it8  officer;  for  the  British  GovernmeDt 
assumed  the  proriace  of  redress  in  the  indulffenoe 
of  ita  own  vengeance.  A  few  days  after  the  Darn- 
ing of  Newark,  the  British  and  Indian  troops 
crossed  the  Niagara  for  this  purpose ;  they  sor- 
p^rised  and  seized  Fort  Niasara,  and  put  iu  gar- 
rison to  the  sword ;  they  hum t  the  villages  of 
Lewistown,  Manchester,  Toscarora,  Bnfialo,  and 
Black  Rock ;  slaughtering  and  abusing  the  un- 
armed inhabitants;  until,  in  short,  they  had  laid 
waste  the  whole  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  levelling 
every  house  and  every  hut,  and  dispersing  beyond 
the  means  of  shelter,  in  the  extremity  of  the  win* 
ter,  the  male  and  the  female,  the  old  and  the 
young.  Sir  Qeorge  Prevost  himself  appears  to 
nave  been  sated  with  the  ruin  and  the  havoc 
which  had  been  thus  inflicted.  In  his  proclama* 
lion  of  the  12th  of  January,  1814,  he  emphatically 
declared,  that  for  the  burning  of  Newark,  ^  the 
opnortunity  of  punishment  had  occurred,  and  a 
full  measure  of  retaliation  had  taken  place;"  and 
"  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  pursue  further  a 
system  of  warfajre  so  re? olting  to  his  own  feelings 
and  so  little  congenial  to  the  British  character 
unless  the  future  measures  of  the  enemy  should 
compel  him  again  to  resort  to  lt,"t  Nay.  with 
his  .answer  to  the  American  (general,  already 
mentioned,  he  transmitted  ^  a  copy  of  tnat  proc- 
lamation as  expressive  of  the  determination  as  to 
his  future  line  of  conduct ;"  and  added,  "  that  he 
was  happy  to  learn  that  there  was  no  probability 
that  any  measures  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Government  would  oblige  him  to  depart  from  it.^l 
Where,  then,  shall  we  search  for  the  foundation 
of  the  call  upon  the  British  Admiral,  to  aid  the 
Qovernor  of  Canada  in  measures  of  retaliation  ? 
Great  Britain  fCrgot  the  principle  of  retaliation 
when  her  Orders  in  Council  were  issued  against 
the  unoffending  neutral,  in  resentment  of  outrages 
committed  by  her  enemy ;  and  surely  she  bad 
again  forgotten  the  same  principle  when  she 
threatened  an  unceasins  violation  of  the  laws  of 
civilized  warfare  in  retaliation  for  injuries  which 
never  existed,  or  which  the  American  Govern- 
ment had  explicitly  disavowed,  or  which  had 
been  already  avenged  by  her  own  arms,  in  a 
manner  and  a  degree  cruel  and  unparalleled. 
The  American  Government,  after  all,  has' not 
hesitated  to  declare,  that  **  for  the  reparation  of 
injuries,  of  whatever  nature  they  may  be,  not 
aanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations,  which  the 
military  or  naval  force  of  either  Power  might 
ha?e  committed  against  the  other,  it  would  al- 


*  8ee  the  letter  of  Major  General  Wilkinson,  to  Sir 
George  Prevost,  dated  the  S8th  of  January,  1814,  and 
the  answer  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  dated  the  10th  of 
Febraary,  1814. 

t  dee  fc»b  George  Prevost's  peodamatieii,  dated  at 
Quebec,  the  12th  of  January,  1814. 

}8aethe  letter  of  Sir  George  Pfevoet  to  General 
IVilkinson,  dated  the  10th  of  Febmaiy,  1814 ;  and  the 
Brittth  General  Ordess  <tf.  the  SSd  of  Fehraary,  1814» 


ways  be  ready  to  enter  into  reciprocal  arrange* 
ments;  presuming  that  the  British  Government 
would  neither  expect  nor  propose  any  which  were 
not  reciprocal.* 

It  is  now,  however,  proper  to  examine  the  char- 
acter of  the  warfare  which  Great  Britain  has 
waged  against  the  United  States.  In  Europe,  it 
has  already  been  marked  with  astonishment  and 
indignation,  as  a  warfare  of  the  tomahawk,  the 
scalping  knife,  and  the  torch ;  as  a  warfare  in- 
compatible with  the  usag^es  of  civized  nations; 
as  a  warfare,  that,  disclaiming  all  moral  influence, 
inflicts  an  outrage  upon  social  order,  and  fives  a 
shock  to  the  very  elements  of  homanit|r*  AH  bel- 
ligerent nations  can  form  alliances  with  the  sair- 
a|^e,  the  African,  and  the  bloodhound ;  but  what 
civilized  nation  has  selected  these  auxiliaries,  in  its 
hostilities?  It  does  not  require  the  fleets  and  ar- 
mies of  Great  Britain  to  lay  waste  an  open  coun- 
try; to  burn  unfortified  towns,  or  unprotected 
villages ;  nor  to  plunder  the  merchant,  the  far- 
mer, and  the  planter)  of  his  stores:  these  exploits 
may  easily  be  achiered  by  a  single  cruiser,  or  a 
petty  privateer;  but  when  have  such  exploits 
been  performed  on  the  coasts  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  or  of  the  British  islands,  by  the  naval 
and  military  force  of  any  belligerent  Power ;  or 
when  have  they  been  tolerated  by  any  honorable 
Government,  as  the  predatory  enterprise  of  armed 
individuals  ?  Nor  is  the  destruction  of  the  public 
edifices,  which  adorn  the  n>etropolis  of  a  country, 
and  serve  to  commemorate  the  taste  and  science 
of  the  age,  beyond  the  sphere  of  action  of  the 
vilest  incendiary,  as  well  as  of  the  most  trium- 
phant conqueror.  It  cannot  be  forgotten,  indeed, 
that  in  the  course  of  ten  years  past,  the  capitals 
of  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe  have  been  con* 
quered,  and  occupied  alternately,  by  the  victori- 
ous armies  of  each  other ;  t  and  yet  there  has  been 
no  instance  of  a  conflagration  of  the  palaces,  the 
temples,  or  the  halls  of  justice.  No ;  such  exam- 
ples have  proceeded  from  Great  Britain  alone; 
a  nation  so  elevated  in  its  pride,  so  awful  in  its 
power,  aQd  so  affected  in  its  tenderness  for  the 
liberties  of  mankind  1  The  charge  is  severe,  but 
let  the  facts  be  adduced. 

1.  Great  Britain  has  violated  the  principles  of 
social  law,  by  insidious  attempts  to  excite  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  into  acts  of  contumacy, 
treason,  and  revolt,  against  their  Ghivernment. 
For  instance : 

No  sooner  had  the  American  Government  im* 
posed  the  restrictive  system  upon  its  citizens,  to 
escape  from  the  rage  and  depredation  of  the  bellig- 
erent Powers,  than  the  British  Government,  then 
professing  amity  towards  the  United  States,  issued 
an  order,  which  was,  in  effect,  an  invitation  to  the 
American  citizens  to  break  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, under  a  public  promise  of  the  British  protec- 
tion and  patronage,  <*to  all  vessels  which  should 

•  See  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Admural  Cochrane,  dated 
the  6th  of  September,  1814» 

t  See  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Admiral  Coshraaa^ 
dated  the  6th  of  September  1814. 
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eegtge  in  an  illicit  trade*  without  bearing  the  caa- 
tomary  ship's  doeomeDt  and  pa^ra.*'* 

Again :  During  a  period  of  jWace  between  the 
United  Stales  and  Great  Britain,  in  the  year 
1809,  the  GoverDor  General  of  the  Canadaa  em- 
ployed an  agent  (who  had  previously  been  enga- 
ged, in  a  similar  service,  with  the  kaowledge  and 
approbation  of  the  British  Cabinet)  ''on  a  secret 
and  confidential  mission,"  into  the  United  States, 
declaring,  **  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  his  able 
execution  of  such  a  mission,  would  give  him  a 
daim,  not  only  on  the  Crovernor  General,  but  on 
His  Majesty's  Ministers."  The  object  of  the  mis- 
sion was,  to  a!>eertarn  whether  there  existed  a  dis- 
position in  any  portion  of  the  citixens,  **  to  bring 
about  a  separation  of  the  Eastern  States  from  the 
general  Union ;  and  how  far,  in  such  an  erent, 
they  would  look  up  to  England  for  assistance,  or 
be  disposed  to  enter  into  a  connexion  with  her." 
The  agent  was  instructed  **  to  insinuate,  that  if  any 
of  the  citixens  should  wish  to  enter  into  a  eomrau- 
Btcatioa  with  the  British  Government,  through  the 

'  Governor  General,  he  was  autborixed  to  receive 
such  communication  ;  and  that  he  would  safely 
transmit  it  to  the  Governor  General."t  He  was 
nccredited  by  a  formal  instrument,  under  the  seal 
and  signature  of  the  Governor  General,  to  be  pro- 
duced. '*  if  he  saw  good  ground  for  expecting  that 
the  doing  so  might  lead  to  a  more  confidential 
communication  than  he  could  otherwise  look 
for;"  and  he  was  furnished  with  a  cipher,  ** for 
carrying  on  the  secret  correspondence. }  The 
virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  citixens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  were  superior  to  the  arU  and  corrup- 
tion, employed  in  this  secret  and  confidential  mis- 
sion, if  it  ever  was  disclosed  to  any  of  them ;  and 
the  mission  itself  terminated  as  soon  as  the  ar- 
rangement with  Mr.  Erskine  was  announced.1 
Bui,  in  the  act  of  recalling  the  secret  emissary, 
he  was  informed,  '^  that  the  whole  of  bis  letters 
were  trmascribing  to  be  sent  borne,  where  they 
could  not  fail  of  doing  him  treat  credit,  and  it 
was  hoped  they  might  eventually  contribute  to  hia 
permanent  advantage."}    To  endeavor  to  renlixe 

.  that  hope,  the  emissary  proceeded  to  London ;  all 
the  circumstances  of  his  mission  werd  made  known 
to  the  British  Minister ;  his  services  were  appro- 
Ted  and  acknowledged ;  and  he  was  sent  to  (knar 
da  for  a  reward,  with  a  recommendatory  letter 
from  Lord  Liverpool  to  Sir  George  Prevost,  '<8ta- 
ting  his  Lordship's  opinion  of  the  ability  and 
judgment  which  Mr.  Henry  had  manifested  on 
the  occasions  mentioned  iu  his  memorial,  (his  se- 
cret and  confidential  missions,)  and  of  the  benefit 

•  8so  the  instmetiona  to  the  oonaaadera  of  Bri^ 
iah  ships  of  vrw  and  piivateei%  dated  the  llth  of 
Apnl,  1808. 

t  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Rylaad,  the  SecMCaiv  of 
the  Governor  General,  to  Mr*  Uenry»  dated  the  S6th  of 
January,  1809. 

X  8ee  the  letter  of  Sir  James  Craig,  to  Mr.  Henry, 
dated  Febfuary  6,  1608. 

I  See  the  same  letter,  and  Mr.  Ryland*s  letter  of  fhe 
Mth  of  January,  1809i 

S  See  Mr.  Ryland'skttir,dirtnd  thamh  of  June,  I88lft> 


the  nnblic  service  might  derivB  lirom  hie  active 
employment  in  any  public  slttution,  in  which 
Sir  Georffe  Prevost  might  think  proper  to  plnee 
him."*  The  world  wifl  judge  upon  these  tkeu^ 
and  the  rejection  of  a  Parliamentary  call,  for  the 
production  of  the  papers  relating  to  them,  what 
credit  is  due  to  the  Prince  Regent's  asserim, 
''  that  Mr.  Henry's  mtaaion  waa  underuken  with- 
out the  authority  or  even  knowledge  of  Hia  Ma- 
jesty's Government."  The  first  mission  was  cer- 
tainly known  to  the  British  Gk^vernmen/,  ar  the 
time  it  occurred ;  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Gor« 
ernor  General  expressly  stat^  **  that  the  infomft- 
tion  and  political  obaervationa,  herecoforce  t^ 
ceived  from  Mr.  Henry,  were  transmitted  hy  hia 
Excellency  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  had  ex- 
pressed his  particular  approbation  of  them."t 
The  second  mission  was  approved  when  it  was 
known ;  and  it  remains  for  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  explain,  upon  any  established  principles 
of  morality  and  justice,  the  essentini  ^iff^renee 
between  ordering  the  offeneive  acu  to  be  done 
and  reaping  the  fruit  of  those  acts,  withom  etdm 
expressly  or  tacitly  condemning  them. 

Again :  These  hostile  attempts  upon  the  pence 
and  union  of  the  United  Suies,  preceding  clie 
declaration  of  war,  have  been  followed  by  aimrlar 
machinations,  subsequent  to  that  event.  The 
Governor  General  of  tbe  Canadas  hn  endea  vored, 
occasionally,  in  his  proclamationsfamt  general 
orders,  to  dissuade  tbe  militia  of  the  united 
States  from  the  performance  of  the  dnty  which 
they  owed  to  their  injured  country;  and  the  ef- 
forts, at  Qjiebec  and  Halifax,  to  kindle  the  Anme 
of  civil  war,  have  been  as  incessant  as  they  have 
been  insidious  and  abortive.  Nay,  the  GoTemor 
of  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  totally  forgetful  of 
the  boasted  article  of  the  British  mngnn  clinrtn, 
in  favor  of  foreign  flserehanu,  fonnd  within  the 
British  dominions  upon  the  breaking  ovi  of  ho^ 
tilities,  resolved  that  every  American  merehnaf, 
within  his  jurisdiction  at  the  deelnration  of  war, 
should  at  once  be  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war; 
because  every  citixen  of  tbe  United  States  wnn 
enrolled  in  the  mitithi ;  because  the  railitin  of  the 
United  States  were  required  to  serve  their  enoa- 
try,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  to  which  they 
particularly  belonged ;  and  because  the  militia  of 
**all  the  States,  which  had  acceded  Co  this  mea- 
sure, were,  in  the  view  of  Sir  George  Beekwith, 
actibg  as  a  French  conscriptioo."! 

Again :  Nor  was  this  course  of  coodoel  ce*- 
fined  to  the  colonial  authorities.  On  the  9Sik  oi 
October,  1S13,  the  British  Govemmeni  hmtd  air 
Order  in  Council,  autfaorixing  the  Governors  of 
the  British  West  India  islands  to  grant  licenses 
to  American  vessels,  for  the  importation  and  ex- 
portation of  certain  articles,  enumerated  in  the 
order;  but^in  the  instructions,  which  aceompaaied 
the  order,  it  was  expressly  provideii,  thai  ^  whai- 


•SsethelsttsriiomLoidLiverpsttl  to  SrCbaigs 
Prevost,  dated  the  t8lh  of  Beptelnber,  1811. 

t  See  Mr.  RyUmds  lattecof  the  Btth  of  Jsimsry,  IflM. 

tSss  the  wensihshts  Stale  papers  lasaod  lytisestnoc 
BedKwidi,at3arbadss9,ei^ths  laihef  Nsffcw  tSl»> 
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0Ter  importfttioiis  were  proposed  to  be  made,  from 
the  United  States  of  America,  should,  be  by 
tteeoses,  eoafined  to  the  ports  in  the  eastern  Slates 
ezelusiveljr,  unless  there  was  reason  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  object  of  the  order  would  not  be 
ralfllled,  if  licenses' were  not  granted,  for  im- 

g>rtations  from  the  other  poiris  in  the  United 
iat€s*»»* 

The  President  of  the  United  Sta^tes  has  not 
hesitated  to  place  before  the  nation,  with  expres- 
sions of  a  jast  indignation,  'Uhe  policy  of  Qreat 
Britrin  thus  proclaimed  to  the  world ;  iotrodtcing 
into  her  modes  of  warfare,  a  system  equally  dis- 
tinguished by  the  deformity  of  its  features,  and 
the  depravity  of  its  character ;  and  having  for  its 
object  to  dissolve  the  ties  of  allegiance  and  the 
sentimenu  of  loyalty  ia  the  adversary  nation; 
and  to  seduce  and  separate  its  component  parts, 
tiie  one  from  the  other.^f 

8.  Qreat  Britain  has  violated  the  laws  of  hu- 
nanity  and  honor,  by  seeking  alliances,  in  the 
prosecotioa  of  the  war,  with  savages,  pirates,  and 
slaves. 

The  British  agency,  in  exciting  the  Indians  at 
all  times  to  commit  hostilities  upon  the  frontier 
of  the  United  States,  is  too  notorious  to  admit  of 
a  direct  and  general  denial.  It  has  sometimes, 
however,  been  said,  that  such  conduct  was  un- 
authorized by  the  British  Qevernment;  and  the 
Prince  Regent,  seizing  the  single  instance  of  an 
Intimation,  alleged  to  be  given  on  the  part  of  Sir 
James  Craig,  the  Governor  of  the  Canadas,  that 
an  attack  was  Hieditated  by  the  Indians,  has  af- 
firmed, that  **the  charge  of  exciting  the  Indifltos 
to  offensive  measures  against  the  United  Slates, 
was  void  of  foundation ;  that,  before  the  war  be- 
gan.a  policy  the  most  opposite  had  been  uniformly 

Etrsttc^ ;  and  that  proof  of  this  was  tendered  by 
r.  Foster  to  the  American  Qo vern men t.":^  But 
IB  it  not  known  in  Burope,  as  well  as  in  America, 
that  the  Brttieh  Northwest  Company  maintain  a 
eottstam  mtercourse  of  trade  and  council  with  the 
Indians;  that  their  interests  are  often  in  direct  col- 
Ksion  with  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Ihiited  States,  and  that  by  means  of  the  inimical 
dispositions,  and  the  active  agencies  of  the  com- 
pany (seen,  understood^  and  tacitly  sanctioned  by 
Ibe  local  authorities  of  Canada)  all  the  evils  of 
an  Indian  war  may  be  shed  upon  the  United 
States,  without  the  auth  oriiy  of  a  formal  order 
emanating  immediately  from  the  British  Qov- 
ernment?    Hence,  the  American  Ctovemment, 

*  See  the  pvodaiaatiaB  of  the  Gevsniov  of  Benauda, 

dated  the  lith  of  January,  1814;  and  the  instmctioDs 
from  the  Britbh  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affidrs,  dated 
Kovember  t,  181S. 

tSee  the  Message  ih>m  the  President  to  Oongrcsa, 
dated  the  Mth  of  February,  1^13. 

%  See  the  Prince  Regent's  deetarataon  of  the  I<Hh  of 
January,  181S. 

Bee,  also,  Mr.  Foster's  letters  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
ttie  S8th  of  December,  1811,  end  the  7th  and  8th  of 
Jane,  1819;  and  Mr.  Monroe's  snswer,  dated  the  iHh 
of  JannaTy,  1819,  and  the  10th  of  June,  18IS;  and 
the  documents,  which  accompanied  the  oorrespondence. 


in  answer  to  the  evasive  protestations  of  the  Brit- 
ish Minister,  residing  at  Washington,  frankly 
communicated  the  evidence  of  British  agency, 
which  had  been  received  at  different  periods, 
since  the  year  1807;  and  observed,  'Mbat  what- 
ever may  nave  been  the  disposition  of  (he  British 
Qovernment,  the  condoetof  its  subordinate  agents 
had  tended  to  excite  the  hostility  of  the  Indian 
tribes  towards  the  United  Sutes;  and  that  in 
estimating  the  comparative  evidence  on  the  sob* 
ject,  it  was  impossible  not  to  recollect  the  com- 
munication lateljr  made,  respecting  the  conduct 
of  Sir  James  Craig,  in  another  important  trans- 
action f  the  employment  of  Mr.  Henry,  as  an  ac^ 
credited  agent,  to  alienate  and  detach  the  citizens 
of  a  particular  section  of  the  Union,  from  their 
Government)  which,  it  appeared,  was  approved 
by  Lord  Liverpool.'** 

The  proof,  however,  that  the  British  agents  and 
military  oflScers  were  guilty  of  the  charge  thus 
exhibited,  become  conclusive  when,  subsequent 
to  the  communication  which  was  made  to  the 
British  Minister,  the  defeat  and  flight  of  Cknera! 

Proctor's  army,  on  the of—,  placed  in  the 

possession  of  the  American  commander  the  cor^ 
respondence  and  papers  of  the  Britiith  officers. 
Selected  from  the  docoments  which  were  ob- 
taiued  upon  that  occasion,  the  contents  of  a  few 
letters  will  serve  to  characterize  the  whole  of  the 
mass.  In  these  letters,  written  by  Mr.  McKee, 
the  British  agent,  to  Colonel  England,  the  com* 
mander  of  the  British  troopv,  superscribed,  **on 
His  Majesty's  service,^'  and  dated  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  1794,  the  period  of 
General  Wayne's  successful  expedition  against 
the  Indians,  it  appears  that  the  scalps  taken  by 
the  Indians  were  sent  to  the  British  establish meoft 
at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  ;t  that  the  hostile  op* 
orations  of  the  Indians  were  eoncprted  with  the 
British  ageaU  and  officers  \X  that  when  certain 
tribes  of  Indians,  <*  having  completed  the  belts 
thev  carried  witli  aealps  and  prisoners,  and  being 
without  provisions,  renolved  on  going  home,  it 
was  lamented  that  His  Majesty's  posts  would  de^ 
rive  no  security  from  the  late  great  raflux  of  In* 
dians  into  that  part  of  the  countrjr  should  thpy 
persist  in  thetr  resolution  of  returning  80soon;'i 
that  *Mhe  British  agents  were  immediately  to  hold 
a  couacil  at  the  Qlaae,  in  i>rder  to  try  if  they  could 
prevail  on  the  Lake  Indians  to  remain  ;  but  that, 
without  proviaiottsand  ammunition  being  »ent«« 
tliat  place,  it  wa»  eonceived  to  he  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  keep  them  together  ;"§  and  that  "  Colonel 
fiodiand  was  malun^  ^reat  exertions  to  supply 
the lod  ians  with  provistons^'T  But  the  langnaff 
of  the  eortespooiieaee  becomes,  at  length,  ao  plain 

*  See  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Mr.  Poster,  dated  the 
10th  of  June,  181S. 

t  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  McKee  to  Colonel  England^ 
dated  the  2d  of  July,  m4. 

X  See  the  letti^r  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 
the  5th  of  July,  1794. 

I  See  the  same  letter. 

SSee  the  same  letter. 

H  See  the  same  letter. 
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and  direct,  that  it  seems  impossible  to  ar oid  the 
eonclusioD  of  a  Grove rn mental  acepcy  on  the  part 
of  Great  BritaiD,  in  advising,  aiding  and  conduct- 
ing the  Indian  war,  while  she  professed  friendship 
and  peace  towards  the  United  States.  ^  Scouts 
are  sent  (says  Mr.  McKeeto  Colonel  England)  to 
Tiew  the  situation  of  the  American  army ;  and  we 
now  muster  one  thousand  Indians.  All  the  Lake 
Indians,  from  Sugaoa  downwards,  should  not  lose 
one  moment  in  joining  their  brethren»as  every  ac- 
cession of  strength  is  an  addition  to  their  spirits,"* 
And  again :  ^  I  have  been  employed  several  days 
in  endeavoring  to  fix  the  Indians,  who  have  been 
driven  from  their  villages  and  corn*fields,  between 
the  fort  and  the  bay.  Swan  creek  is  generally  agreed 
upon,  and  will  be  a  very  convenient  place  for  the 
delivery  of  provisions,"  dbe.f  Whether,  under  the 
various  proofs  of  the  British  agency,  in  exciting 
Indian  hostilities  against  the  United  States  in  a 
time  of  peace,  presented  in  the  coarse  of  the  pres- 
ent narrative,  the  Prince  Regent's  declaration, 
.that,  *^  before  tht  war  began,  a  policy  the  most 
opposite  had  been  uniformly  pursued  by  the  Brit- 
lab  €rovernment4  is  to  be  ascribed  to  a  want  of 
information  or  »  want  of  candor,  the  American 
Government  is  not  disposed  more  particularly  to 
investigate. 

But,  independent  of  these  causes  of  iust  com- 
plaint, arising  in  a  time  of  peace,  it  will  be  found 
that  when  the  war  was  declared,  the  alliance  of 
the  British  Government  with  the  Indians  was 
avowed  upon  principles  the  most  novel,  produ- 
cing consequences  the  most  dreadful.  The  sav- 
ages were  brought  into  the  war  upon  the  ordinary 
footing  of  allies,  without  regard  to  the  inhuman 
character  of  their  warfare,  which  neither  spares 
age  nor  sex,  and  which  is  more  desperate  towards 
the  captive  at  the  stake,  than  even  towards  the 
combaunt  in  the  field.  It  seemed  to  be  a  stipn* 
lation  of  the  compact  between  the  allies  that  the 
British  might  imitate,  but  should  not  control  the 
ferocity  of  the  savages.  While  the  British  troops 
behold  without  compunction,  the  tomahawk  and 
tbe  scalping  knife  brandished  against  prisoners, 
old  men  and  children,  and  even  against  pregnant 
women,  and  while  they  exultingly  accept  tbe 
bloody  scalps  of  the  slaughtered  Americansil  the 
Indian  expfoits  in  battle  are  recoanted  and  ap- 
f>lauded  by  the  British  general  orders.  Rank  and 
station  are  assigned  to  them  in  the  military  more- 
menu  of  the  British  army ;  and  the  unhallowed 
league  was  ratified  with  appr<^iate  emblems,  by 

*  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  McKee  to  Colonel  Eng- 
land, dated  the  13th  of  Augnst,  1794. 

t  See  the  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 
the  SOth  of  August,  1794. 

jrSee  the  Prince  Begent*s  declaration  of  the  10th  of 
January,  1813. 

I  See  tbe  Irtter  from  the  American  General  Harri- 
son, to  the  British  General  Proctor. 

See  a  letter  from  the  British  Major  Muir,  Indian 
agent,  to  Colonel  Proctor,  dated  the  26th  September, 
1813,  and  a  letter  from  Colonel  St  George  to  Colonel 
PMetor,  dated  the  S8th  of  October,  1813,  found  among 
GoloBel  Pioctov^  papeis. 


intertwining  an  American  scalp  with  the  deco- 
rations of  the  mace,  which  the  commander  of  tb« 
Northern  army  of  the  United  States  foand  in  ik€ 
Leginlative  chamber  of  York,  the  capital  of  Up- 
per Canada. 

In  the  single  scene  that  succeeded  the  battle  of 
Frenchtown,  near  the  river  Raisin,  where  tbe 
American  troops  were  defeated  by  the  allies  un- 
der the  command  of  Qeneral  Proctor,  there  iriil 
be  found,  concentrated  upon  indispatabJe  proof, 
an  illustration  of  the  horrors  of  the  warfare  whieh 
Great  Britain  has  pursued,  and  sttil  poraaea,  io 
co-opera  lion  with  the  savages  of  the  South,  as 
well  as  with  the  savages  of  the  North.    The 
American  army  capitulated  on  thi>.  22d  of  Jaaa- 
ary,  1613  $  vet,  after  the  faith  of  the  British  com- 
mander had  been  pledged  in  the  terms  of  the  ca- 
pitulation, and  while  the  British  offieera  and 
soldiers  silently  and  exultingly  contemplated  the 
scene,  some  or  the  American  prisonera  of  war 
were  tomahawked,  some  were  shot,  and  aome 
were  burnt.    Many  of  the  noarmed  inhabitants 
of  the  Michigan  Territory  were  massacred;  their 
property  was  jpluadered,  and  their  hooaes  were 
destroyed.*    The  dead  bodiea  of  the  mangled 
Americans  were  exposed,  unburied,  to  be  devoar- 
ed  by  dogs  and  swine ;  *^  because,  aa  the  Bniish 
officers  declared,  the  Indians  would  not  permit  the 
interment  ;'^t  &nd  some  of  the  Americaas  who 
survived  the  carnage  had  been  extricated  from 
danger,  onlv  by  being  purchased  at  a  price,  as  a 
part  ol  the  booty  belonging  to  the  Indians.    Bui; 
to  complete  this  dreadlul  view  of  human  deprav- 
ity and  human  wretchedness,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  add,  that  an  American  physician  who  was  de- 
spatched with  a  flag  of  truoe  to  ascertain  the  sit- 
uation of  his  wounded  brethren,  and  twopersonS) 
bis  companions,  were  intercepted  by  the  Indians, 
in  their  humane  mission ;  the  privii^  of  the  flag 
was  disregarded  by  the  British officen ;  the  phyai* 
ciao,  after  being  wounded,  and  one  of  his  oom- 
pan  ions  were  made  prisoners,  and  the  third  person 
of  tbe  party  was  killed4 

But  the  savage  who  had  never  known  the  re- 
straints of  civilized  life|  and  the  pirate  who  had 
broken  the  bonds  of  society,  were  alike  the  objeeU 
of  British  conciliatioa  and  alliance  for  the  pur- 
poses of  an  unparalleled  warfare.  A  horde  of 
pirates  and  outlaws  had  formed  a  confederacy 
and  establishment  on  the  island  of  Barrataria. 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  MississippL  Will 
Europe  believe  that  the  commander  of  the  Brit- 
ish forces  addressed  the  leader  of  the  confederacyi 
from  the  neutral  territory  of  Pensacob,  "calling 
upon  him,  with  his  brave  Ibllowers,  to  enter  into 


*8ee  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  the  Slst  of  Jnlj,  1812.  and  ths 
depositions  and  documents  accompanying  it» 

T  See  the  official  report  of  Mr.  Baker,  the  agent  6r 
the  prisoners,  to  Brigadier  General  Winchester,  dstsd 
the  26th  of  February,  1813. 

X  In  addition  to  this  description  of  ssvage  war6re 
under  British  auspices,  see  the  fads  contained  la  the 
correspondence  between  General  Harziaoa  ai^  Geik- 
eialPmmmond. 
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the  aervice  of  Qrcftt  Bcitaiii,  in  which  he  shoald 
have  ibe  raok  of  ceptaio ;  promisiog  that  laads 
ehoald  be  given  to  them  all,  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  ranks^^on  a  peace  taking  place  ;  aseor- 
ing  them  that  their  property  shoold  be  gyaran- 
liedy  and  their  persons  protected  $  and  asking,  in 
returnf  that  they  would  cease  all  hostilities  against 
Spain,  or  the  silies  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  place 
their  ships  and  vessels  under  the  British  com- 
manding .officer  on  the  station,  until  the  com- 
jnander*in-chiers  pleasure  should  be  known,  with 
a  guarantee  of  their  fair  value  at  all  events  ?"* 
There  wan  ted  only  to  exemplify  the  debasement  of 
auch  an.  act,  the  occurrence,  that  the  pirate  should 
spurn  the  proffered  alliance;  and,  accordingly, 
Laitte's  answer  was  indignantly  giveny  by  a  de- 
livery of  the  letter  containing  the  British  propo^ 
aition,  to  the  American  Governor  of  Louisiana. 

There  were  other  sources,  however,  of  support, 
which  Great  Britain  was  prompted  by  her  ven- 
geance to  employ,  in  opj^ition  to  the  plainest 
dictates  of  her  own  colonial  policy.  Tbe  events 
which  have  extirpated  Or  dispersed  the  white 
population  of  St.  Domingo,  ace  in  the  recollection 
of  all  men.  Although  British  humanity  might 
not  shrink  from  the  infliction  of  similar  calami- 
ties upon  the  Sputhero  States  of  America,  the 
danger  of  that  couirse,  either  as  an  incitement  to 
a  revolt  of  tbe  slaves  in  the  British  islands,  or  as 
a  cause  for  retaliation  on  tbe  part  of  the  United 
Slates,  ought  to  have  admonished  her  against  its 
adoption.  Yet,  in  a  formal  proclamation,  issued 
by  the  Commaader-in-Cbief  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  squadrons  upon  tbe  American  station, 
the  slaves  of  the  American  planters  were  invited 
to  join  the  British  standard,  in  a  covert  phrase- 
ology, that  aflbrded  but  a  sliffbt  veil  for  the  real 
de^gn.  Thus,  Admiral  Cochrane,  reciting  *^  that 
it  h&d  been  represented  to  him  that  many  persons 
now  resident  in  the  United  Slates  had  expressed 
a  desire  to  withdraw  therefrom,  with  a  view  of 
entering  into  His  Majesty's  service,  or  of  being 
received  as  free  settlers  into  some  of  His  Majea- 
jesty's  colonies,"  proclaimed  that  "  all  those  who 
might  be  disposea  to  emigrate  from  the  United 
States  would,  with  their  families,  be  received  on 
board  of  His  Majesty's  ships  or. vessels  of  war,  or 
at  the  military  posts  that  micht  be  established 
upon  or  near  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  when 
they  would  have  their  choice  of  either  entering 
into  His  Majesty's  sea  or  land  forces,  or  of  being 
sent  as  free  settlers  to  the  British  possessions  in 
North  America,  or  the  West  Indies,  where  they 
would  meet  with  all  due  encoucagement."t  But 
even  the  negroes  seem,  in  contempt  or  disgust,  to 
have  refitted  the  solicitation}  no  rebellion  or 
massacre  eosqed;  and  the  all^^ation,  often  re* 
peated,  that,  in  relation  to  those  who  were  seduced 
or  forced  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  in- 

*  See  the  letter  addressed  by  Edward  Nichols,  Lien- 
tenant  Colonel,  commanding  His  Britannic  Msjesty's 
forces  in  the  Floridas,  to  Monsieur  Lafitte,  or  the  com- 
mandant at  Barrataria,  dated  the  31st  of  Augast,  1814. 
.  fSee  Admiml  Goohrane's  proclamation,  dated  at 
Bermuda,  the  3d  of  April,  18U. 


atances  have  occurred  of  aome  being  afterwards 
transported  to  the  British  West  India  islands,  and 
there  sold  into  slavery  for  the  benefit  of  the  cap- 
tors, remains  without  contradiction.  So  compli- 
cated an  act  of  iniostice  would  demand  the 
reprobation  of  mankind.  And  let  the  British 
Government,  which  professes  a  just  abhorrence 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  which  endeavors  to 
impose,  in  that  respect,  restraints  upon  the  diK 
mestic  policy  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal, 
answer,  if  it  can,  tbe  solemn  charge  against  their 
faith  and  their  humanity. 

3.  Great  Britain  has  violated  the  laws  of  civil- 
ized warfare,  by  plundering  private  property ;  by 
outraging  female  honor;  bv*  burning  unprotected 
cities,  towns,  villages,  and  nouses ;  and  by  laying 
waste  whole  districts  of  an  unresisting  country. 

Tbe  menace  and  tbe  practice  of  the  Bntish 
naval  and  military  force  "  to  destroy  and  lay  waste 
such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  American  eoaat 
as  might  be  found  assailable,"  have  been  excus^ 
upon  the  pretext  of  retaliation,  for  the  wanton 
destruction  committed  by  the  American  army  ia 
Upper  Canada;"*  but  the  fallacT  of  the  pretext 
has  already  been  exposed  It  will  be  recollected, 
however,  that  tbe  act  of  bnrnine  Newark  was 
instantaneously  disavowed  by  the  American  Got*> 
ernment;  that  it  occurred  in  December,  1613; 
and  that  Sir  George  Prevost  himself  acknowl- 
edged, on  the  10th  of  Februarf,  1814,  that  the 
measure  of  retaliation,  for  all  the  preyiously  im^ 
puted  misconduct  of  the  American  troops,  was 
then  full  and  cotpplete.f  Between  tbe  month  of 
February,  1814,  when  that  acknowledgment  waa 
made,  and  the  month  of  An|fuat,  1814,  when  the 
British  Admiral's  denunciation  was  issued,  what 
are  the  outrages  upon  the  part  of  the  American 
troops  in  Canada  to  justify  a  call  for  retaliation? 
No;  it  was  the  system  not  the  incident  of  the 
war.  And  tntelliffenee  of  the  system  had  been 
reeeived  at  Washington,  from  the  American 
agents  in  Europe,  with  reference  to  the  opera- 
tions of  Admiral  Wterren  upon  the  shores  or  the 
Chesapeake,  long  before  Admiral  Cochrane  had 
succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  British  fleel  on 
the  American  station. 

As  an  appropriate  introduction  to  the  kind  of 
war  which  Great  Britain  intended  to  wage  against 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  transaettona 
occurred  in  Bogland,  under  the  avowed  direction 
of  the  Gkivernment  itself,  that  could  not  fail  to 
wound  the  moral  sense  of  every  candid  and  gen* 
erotts  spectator.  All  the  officers  and  mariners  of 
the  American  merchant  ships,  who,  having  lost 
their  vessels  in  other  places,  had  gone  to  England 
on  the  way  to  America;  or  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  British  merchant  ships,  but  were  de- 
sirous of  returning  home;  or  who  had  been 
detained,  in  consequence  of  the  condemnation  of 
their  vessels  under  the  British  Orders  in  Council; 
or  who  had  arrived  in  England,  through  any  of 


•  See  Admiral  Cochrane'e  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
August  18,  1814. 

t  See  Sir  George  Prevosfs  latter  to  General  Wilkin* 
son.  dated  the  10th  of  Fehraaiy,  1914. 
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llw  other  easoahiet  of  Ihe  •eafonng  life,  wece 
eoademiMd  to  be  treated  as  prisoDeft  of  war ;  na ^i 
lome  of  them  were  actually  impressed  while  soli- 
citing their  passports,  although  not  one  of  their 
number  bad  beeo  io  any  way  engaged  in  hostili- 
ties against  Great  Briuio;  and  althousph  the 
American  QoYernmeathad  afforded  every  facility 
to  the  departure  of  the  same  class,  as  well  as  of 
crery  other  class  of  British  subjects,  from  the 
Uoited  Slates,  for  a  reasonable  period  after  the 
declaration  of  war.*  But  this  act  of  injustice,  for 
which  e?en  the  pretext  of  retaliation  has  not  been 
advanced,  was  accompanied  by  another  of  still 
greater  cruelty  and  oppression.  The  American 
•eamen,  who  had  been  enlisted  or  impressed  into 
the  naval  service  of  Great  Britain,  were  long  re- 
tained, and  many  of  them  are  yet  retained,  on 
board  of  British  ships  of  vrar,  where  they  are 
eompelled  to  combat  against  their  country  and 
their  friends ;  and  even  when  the  British  Gov- 
ernment tardily  and  reluctantly  recognised  the 
eitizenship  of  impressed  Americans  to  a  number 
€zeeedio|^  one  thousand  at  a  single  naval  station, 
•nd  dismissed  them  from  its  service  on  the  water, 
it  was  only  to  immure  them  as  prisoners  of  war 
on  the  shore.  These  nnfortunate  persons,  who 
had  passed  into  the  power  of  the  Bniish  Govern- 
ment by  a  violation  of  their  own  rights  and  in- 
clinations, as  well  as  of  the  rigbu  of  their  country, 
•nd  who  could  only  be  regarded  as  the  spoils  of 
unlawful  violence,  were  nevertheless  treated  as 
the  fraiu  of  lawful  war.  Such  was  the  indem- 
Bification  which  Great  Briuin  offered  for  the 
wrongs  that  she  had  inflicted,  and  such  the  re- 
ward which  she  bestowed  for  services  that  she 
had  reeeived.f 

Nor  has  the  spirit  of  British  warfare  been  con- 
fined to  violations  of  the  usages  of  civilized  oa^ 
tions,  in  relation  to  the  United  States.  The 
system  of  blockade,  by  Orders  in  Council,  has 
hieen  revived;  and  the  American  coast,  from 
Maine  to  Louisiana^  has  been  declared,  by  the 
proclamation  of  a  British  Admiral,  to  be  in  a  state 
of  blockadcj  which  every  day's  observation  proves 
to  be  practically  ineffectual,  and  which,  indeed, 
the  whole  of  the  British  navy  would  be  unable  to 
enforce  and  maintaio4  Neither  the  Orders  in 
Council,  acknowiedj^ed  to  be  generally  unlawftil, 
and  declared  to  be  merely  retaliatory  upon  France, 
aor  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  which  placed 
the  British  islands  io  a  state  of  blockade  without 
the  foree  of  a  single  8<iuadron  to  mainuin  it,  were, 
io  principle,  more  injurious  to  the  rigbu  of  nea- 
ttsi  commerce  than  the  existing  blockade  of  the 
United  States.  The  revival,  therefore,  of  the 
system,  without  the  retaliatory  pretext,  must  de- 


*  See  Mr.  Bessley's  correspondence  with  the  British 
Government,  in  October,  November,  and  December, 
181S.  See,  slso,  the  set  of  Congress,  passed  the  6th 
ef  inly,  1813. 

t  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Bessley  to  Mr.McLesy, 
dated  the  18th  of  Msich,  1816. 

^See  the  successive  blocksdes  announced  by  the 
Bntisb  Oovomment,  and  the  sncosesive  naval  eom- 
aanders  on  the  AmericMi  statien. 


moostrate  to  the  world  a  deltrmioatjoa,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  to  acquire  a  eommereial 
monopoly,  by  every  demonstration  of  her  naval 
power.  The  trade  of  the  United  Stales  wjch 
Russia,  and  with  other  northern  Powers^  by 
whose  Goveramenu  no  edicts  violating  nestru 
rights  had  been  issued,  was  cut  off  by  the  opet«*- 
tion  of  the  British  Oroers  in  Cooacii  of  the  year 
1807,  as  effwtually  as  their  trade  with  Franee 
and  her  allies,  although  the  retaliatory  prioeipJc 
was  totally  inapplicable  to  the  case.  And  tba 
blockade  of  the  year  1814  is  an  attempt  to4cafro|r 
the  trade  of  those  oattoos,  and,  indeed,  of  aU  the 
other  nations  of  Surope,  with  the  United  States; 
while  Great  Britain  herself,  with  the  saaae  policy 
and  ardor  that  marked  her  iliieit  trade  with  France, 
when  France  was  her  enemy,  encourages  a  elan- 
destine  traflic  between  her  subjects  and  the  Amer- 
ican citixens,  wherever  her  posaesstons  come  ia 
contact  with  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

But,  approaching  nearer  to  the  scenes  of  plniH 
der  and  violence,  of  cruelty  and  conflagratioa, 
which  the  British  warfare  ezhibiu  on  the  coast 
of  the  United  States,  it  must  be  again  asked  what 
acts  of  the  American  Grovernment.  of  its  ships  of 
war,  or  of  iu  armies,  had  occorreif,  or  were  even 
alleged  as  a  pretext,  for  the  perpetration  of  tbim 
series  of  outrages?  It  will  not  be  asserted  that 
they  were  sanctioned  bv  the  usages  of  modern 
war.  because  the  sense  or  all  Borope  would  rerolt 
at  the  assertion.  It  will  not  be  said  that  they 
were  the  unauthorized  excesses  of  the  Bruisli 
troops,  because  scarcely  an  act  of  plunder  and 
violence,  of  cruelty  and  conflagration,  had  been 
committed,  except  in  the  immediate  presence, 
under  the  positive  orders,  and  with  the  personal 
agency  of  British  officers.  It  mttst  not  be  again 
insinuated  that  they  were  provoked  by  the  Amer> 
ican  example,  because  it  has  beeo  demonstrated 
that  all  such  insinuations  are  without  color  and 
without  jproef.  And,  after  all,  the  dread/hJ  mad 
disgraceful  progress  of  the  British  arms  wtU  be 
traced,  as  the  cSeet  of  that  animosity,  arising  out 
of  recollections  connected  with  the  American 
Revolution,  which  has  already  been  noticed ;  oi^ 
as  the  effect  of  that  jealousy  which  the  commer- 
cial enterprise  and  native  resources  of  the  United 
States  are  calculated  to  excite  in  the  eoancik  of 
a  nation  aiming  at  universal  dominion  upon  the 
ocean. 

In  the  month  of  ApriL  1813,  the  Inhahttants  ef 
Poplar  Island,  in  the  Bay  of  Chesapenke^  weie 
pillaged,  and  the  cattle  and  othe/  live  stock  of  the 
farmers,  beyond  what  the  enemy  cooM  remove, 
were  wantonly  killed.* 

In  the  same  month  of  April,  the  wharf,  the 
stores,  and  the  fisherv,  at  Frenchtowa  Landings 
were  destroyed,  and  the  private  stores  and  store* 
booses  in  the  vilkge  of  Freochtown  were  bamLf 

In  the  same  month  of  April  the  enemy  landed 
repeatedly  on  Sharp's  Island,  and  made  n  gcaerai 


•  See  the  deposition  of  Willlsi^  Seais. 
tSee  the  depoailtons  of  Fiisby 
delis  Pennington. . 
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sweep  of  the  stock,  iffeettDg  however  to  pey  for 
a  part  of  it,* 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1813.  the  town  of  HaTre-de* 
Grace  was  pillaged  aad  burnt  by  a  force  under 
the  command  of  Admiral  Gockborn.  The  Brit- 
ish officers  being  admonished  *^  that,  with  civilized 
nations  at  war,  private  property  had  always  been 
respected,"  hastily  replied,  **  tnat,  as  the  Ameri* 
cans  wanted  war,  they  should  now  feel  its  effects^ 
and  that  the  town  should  be  laid  in  ashes."  They 
broke  the  windows  of  the  church;  they  purloined 
the  houses  of  the  ftirntture ;  they  stripped  women 
and  children  of  their  clothes ;  and  when  an  un- 
fortunate female  complained  that  she  coold  not 
leaye  her  house  with  ner  little  children,  she  was 
unfeelingly  told,  '*  that  her  house  should  be  burnt 
with  herself  and  her  children  in  it.^f 

On  the  6th  of  Mav,  1813,  Fredericktown  and 
Georgetown,  situated  on  Sassafras  river,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  were  pillaged  and  burnt,  aViA 
the  adjacent  country  wes  laid  waste,  by  aj'orce 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Cockborn,  end 
the  officers  were  the  most  active  on  the  occasion4 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1813,  the  British  forces 
made  an  atuck  upon  Craney  Island^  with  a  view 
to  obtain  possession  of  Norfolk,  which  the  com- 
manding officers  had  promised,  in  case  of  success, 
to  give  up  to  the  plunder  of  the  troops.l  The 
British  were  repulsed;  but,  enraged  by  defeat 
and  disappointment,  their  course  was  directed  to 
Hampton,  which  they  entered  on  the  —  of  June. 
The  scene  that  ensued  exceeds  all  power  of  de* 
■eription,  and  a  deuil  offsets  would  be  offensive 
to  the  feelittffs  of  decorum  as  well  as  of  human- 
ity. ''A  defenceless  and  unresisting  town  was 
given  up  to  indiscriminste  pillage,  though  civil- 
ized war  tolerates  thb  only  as  to  fortifi^  places 
carried  by  assault,  and  after  summons.  Individ- 
uals, male  and  female,  were  stripped  naked ;  a  sick 
man  was  stabbed  twice  in  the  hospital ;  another 
sick  man.sbot  in  his  bed,  and  in  the  arms  of  his 
wife,  who  was  also  wounded,  lone  after  the  re- 
treat of  the  American  troops ;  and  females,  the 
married  and  the  single,  suffered  the  extremity  of 
personal  abuse  from  the  troops  of  the  enem  v,  and 
from  the  infatuated  negroes,  at  their  instigation."! 

•  See  Jacob  Oibsen's  draorition. 

t  See  the  depoatiMi  of  WiUiam  T.  KIllMtriek,  Jtmes 
Wood,  Hoasnna  Mooie,  and  R.  Mansfield. 

f  See  the  depositioiis  of  John  Staveiv,  Wilfiam  Span- 
oer,  Joahaa  Wood»  James  Scanlaii,  mohard  Bamaby, 
F.  B.  Chandlear,  Jonathan  Greenwood,  John  Allen, 
T,  Robertson,  M.  N.  Cannon,  and  J.  T.  Yearey* 

I  See  General  Taylor's  letter  to  the  Secretaiy  of 
War,  dated  the  Hd  of  Jnly,  1818. 

S  See  the  letters  from  General  Taylor  to  Admiral 
Wairen,  dated  the  29th  of  June,  1818 ;  to  General  Sir 
Sidney  Beckwith,  dated  the  4th and  6th  of  Joly,  1818; 
to  the  Beeretazy  of  War,  dated  the  Sd  of  Joly,  1813 ; 
and  to  Captain  Myen,  of  the  last  date.  See  also  the 
letter  from  Major  Cmtshfield'to  Governor  Baibonr, 
dated  theSOth  of  June,  1813;  the  lettenl&om  Captain 
Cooper  to  Lieatenant  Governor  Kallory,  dated  in  July, 
1813;  the  ueport  of  Messrs.  Griffin  and  Lively  to  Major 
CratehiUld,  dated  the  4th  of  July,  1813;  and  Colonel 
Faikei^s  publicatton  in  the  JBnquirsr. 
13th  Co9.  dd  Sb88« — 47 


The  fact  that,  these  atrocities  were  committed, 
the  commander  of  the  British  fleet,  Admiral  War- 
ren, and  the  commander  of  the  British  troops,  Sir 
Sidney  Beck  with,  admitted,  without  hesitation;* 
but  they  resorted,  as  on  other  occasions,  to  the 
unworthy  and  unavailing  pretext  of  a  justifiable 
reuliation.  It  was  said,  by  the  British  General. 
"  that  I  he  excesses  at  Hampton  were  occasioned 
bv  an  occurrence  at  the  recent  attempt  upon 
Craney  Island,  when  the  British  troops  in  a  baige, 
sunk  by  the  American  ffuns,  clung  to  the  wreck 
of  the  boat,  but  several  Americans  waded  off  from 
the  island,  fired  upon,  and  shot  these  men,"  The 
truth  of  the  assertion  was  denied;  the  act,  if  it 
had  been  perpetrated  by  the  American  troops, 
was  proo^ptly  disavowed  bj  their  commander, 
and  a  board  of  ofiioers  appointed  to  investigate 
the  facts,  after  stating  the  evidence,  reported  "an 
unbiassed  opinion,  that  the  charge  against  the 
American  troops  was  unsupported,  and  that  the 
character  of  the  American  soldiery  for  humanity 
and  magnanimity  had  not  been  committed,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  confirmed."t  The  result  of  this 
inquiry  was  communicated  to  the  British  Gene- 
ral; reparation  was  demanded;  but  it  was  soon 
perceived  that,  whatever  might  personally  be  the 
liberal  dispositions  of  that  officer,  no  adequate 
reparation  could  be  made,  as  the  conduct  of  his 
troops  was  directed  and  sanctioned  by  his  Gh>v- 
ernment4 

During  the  period  of  these  transactions,  the 
village  01  Lewistown,  near  the  capes  of  the  DeU 
aware,  inhabited  chiefly  by  fishermen  and  pilots, 
and  the  village  of  Stonington,  seated  upon  the 
shores  of  Connecticut,  were  unsuccessfully  bom* 
barded.  Armed  parties,  led  by  officers  of  rank, 
landed  daily  from  the  British  squadron,  making 
predatory  incursions  into  the  open  country ;  rifling 
and  burning  the  houses  and  cotuges  of  peaceable 
and  retired  families ;  pillaging  the  produce  of  the 
planter  and  farmer,  (their  tobacco,  their  grain,  and 
their  cattle ;)  committing  violence  on  the  persons 
of  the  unprotected  inhabiunts;  seizing  upon 
slaves,  wherever  they  could  be  found,  as  booty  of 
war;  and  breaking  open  the  coffins  of  the  dead,, 
in  seareh  of  plunder,  or  committing  robbery  on 
the  altars  of  the  church  at  Chafitico,  St.  Inigoes, 
and  Tappahannock,  with  a  sacrilej^ious  rage* 

•But  the  consummation  of  British  outrage  yet 
remaips  to  be  stated  from  the  awful  and  imperish- 
able memorials  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington.  It 
has  been  already  observed,  that  the  massacre  of 
the  American  prisoners,  at  the  river  Raisin,  oe« 
curred  in  January,  1813;  that  throughout  the 

*  See  Admiral  Warren's  letter  to  General  Tayknr, 
dated  the  39th  of  Jane,  1818;  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith's 
letter  to  General  Taylor,  dated  on  the  same  day  i  and* 
the  report  of  Captain  Myers  to  General  Taylor,  of  July 
3, 1813. 

fSee  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of 
ofl&eers  appointed  by  the  general  order  of  the  1st  of 
Jttljf,  1813. 

X  See  General  Taylor's  letter  to  Sir  Sidn^  Beck- 
with,  dated  the  6th  of  Joly,  1813,  and  the  answer  of 
the  Allowing  day. 
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flune  )reAr»  the  desoltting  warfare  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, without  oDce  allegiAg  a  retaliatory  exeufe, 
made  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  of  its 
tributary  riyers,  a  general  scene  of  ruia  aod  dis- 
tress; and  that  in  the  month  of  Fehroary,  1814, 
Sir  George  Pretost  hioMelf  acknowledged,  that 
the  measures  of  retaliation  for  the  unauthorized 
burning  of  Newark,  in  December^  1813,  and  for 
all  the  excesses  which  had  been  imputed  to  the 
American  Army,  was,  at  that  time,  full  and  com* 
plete.  The  United  States,  indeed,  regarding  what 
was  due  to  their  own  character,  rather  than  what 
was  due  to  the  conduct  of  their  enemy,  had  forborne 
to  authorize  a  just  retribution,  and  even  disdained 
to  place  the  destruction  of  Newark  to  retaliatory 
account  for  the  general  pillage  and  conflagration 
which  had  been  proTioosIy  perpetrated.  It  was  not 
without  astonishment,  therefore,  that,  after  more 
than  a  year  of  patient  suffering,  they  heard  it 
announced  in  August,  1814,  that  the  towns  and 
dbtriats  upon  their  coast  were  to  be  destroyed 
and  laid  waste,  in  reren^e  for  unspecified  and  un- 
known acts  of  destruction  which  were  charged 
affainst  the  American  troops  in  Upper  Canada. 
The  letter  of  Admiral  Cochrane  was  dated  on 
the  18th,  but  it  was  not  receired  until  the  dlst  of 
August.  1814.  In  the  intermediate  time,  the  en- 
emy debarked  a  bod]r  of  about  iire  or  ux  thou- 
sand troops  at  Benedict,  on  the  Patuzent,  and  by 
a  sudden  and  steady  march  through  Bladensburg 
approached  the  City  of  Washington.  This  city 
had  been  selected  for  the  Seat  of  the  American 
Government,  but  the  number  of  iu  houses  does 
notexceed  nine  hundred,  spread  over  an  ezlensi re 
site;  thewhole  number  of  its  iohabitanis  does  not 
exceed  eight  thousand;  and  the  adjacent  country 
is  thinly  populated.  Although  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions had  been  ordered  to  assemble  the  militia 
for  the  defence  of  the  city,  a  variety  of  causes 
combined  to  render  the  defence  unsucccsrful ;  and 
the  enemy  took  possession  of  Washington  on  the 
evening  of  the  24th  of  August,  1814.  The  com- 
HMmders  of  the  British  force  held,  at  that  time. 
Admiral  Cochrane's  desolating  order,  although  it 
was  then  unknown  to  the  OoveraoMnt  and  the 
pao|de  of  the  United  Sutes;  but,  conscious  of  the 
danger  of  so  distant  a  separation  from  the  British 
fleet,  and  desirous  by  every  plausible  artifice,  to 
deter  the  citizens  from  fifing  to  arms  against  the 
invaders,  they  disavowed  all  design  of  injuring 
Mivate  penoos  and  property,  and  gaveassuraneeji 
of  protection  wherever  there  was  submission. 
Qenend  Ross  and  Admiral  Cockburn  then  nro- 
Muded  in  peraon  to  direct  and  superintend  the 
business  of  conflagration  in  a  place  which  had 
Yielded  to  their  arms,  which  was  unfortified,  and 
by  which  no  hostility  was  threatened.  They  set 
fire  to  the  Capitol,  within  whose  walls  were  con- 
tained the  halls  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  hall  of  their  highest  tribunal  for  the 
administration  of  justice,  the  archives  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  National  Library.  They  set 
fire  to  the  edifice  which  the  United  States  had 
erected  for  the  residence  of  their  Chief  Magis- 
trate; and  they  set  fire  to  the  costly  and  eztenuve 
buildings  erected  for  the  Accommodation  of  the 


principal  officers  of  the  QovernaMnt  in  the  tmns- 
action  of  the  public  business.  These  magnificent 
monuments  of  the  progress  of  the  arts,  wiiieh 
America  had  borrowed  from  her  parent  Europe^ 
with  all  the  testimonials  of  tasle  and  literatare 
which  thev  contained,  were,  on  the  memorable 
night  of  the  24th  of  August,  consigned  to  the 
fiames,  while  British  officers  of  high  rank  and 
command  united  with  their  troops  in  riotous 
carousab  by  the  light  of  the  burning  pile. 

But  the  character  of  the  incendiary  liad  so  en- 
tirely superseded  the  character  of  tM  soldier  oo 
this  unparalleled  expedition,  that  a  great  portioa 
of  the  munitions  of  war  which  had  not  been  eoa- 
sumed  when  the  Navy  Yard  was  ordered  lo  Ve 
destroyed  upon  the  approach  of  the  British  troops, 
were  left  untouched ;  and  an  extensive  foundry  ef 
cannon,  adjoining  the  City  of  Washington,  was 
left  uninjured ;  when,  in  the  night  of  the  2&ih  of 
August,  the  army  suddenly  decamped,  and  re- 
turning, with  evident  marks  of  precipitation  and 
alarm,  to  their  ships^  left  the  interment  of  their 
dead,  and  the  care  of  their  wounded,  to  the  enemy 
whom  they  had  thus  injured  and  insulted,  in  vio- 
lation of  tne  laws  of  civilized  war. 

The  counterpart  to  the  scene  exhihiced  bjr  tike 
British  army  was  next  exhibited  by  the  British 
navy.  Soon  after  the  midnight  flight  ofGemend 
Ross  from  Washington,  a  squadron  of  British 
ships  of  war  ascended  the  Potomac^  and  reached 
the  u>wn  of  Alexandria  on  the  27th  of  Anguac, 
1814.  The  magistrates,  presuming  that  the  gene- 
ral destruction  of  the  town  was  intended,  a^ed 
on  what  terms  it  might  be  saved.  The  naval 
commander  declared,  **  that  the  only  coadUions 
in  his  power  to  offer  were  such  as  not  only  re- 
quired a  surrender  of  all  «aval  and  ordnance 
stores,  (public  and  private,)  but  of  ail  the  ship- 
ping, and  of  all  the  merchandise  in  the  city,  as 
well  as  such  as  had  been  removed  since  the  19ih 
of  August.''  The  conditioni^  therefore,  •momnied 
to  the  entire  plunder  of  Alexandria,  an  unfortified 
and  unresisting  town*  in  order  to  save  the  build- 
ings  from  destruction.  The  capttuUttoa  van 
made,  and  the  enemjr  bore  away  the  fraiu  of  his 
predatory  enter|uriee  in  triumph. 

But,  even  while  this  narrative  is  passing  Drom 
the  press,  a  new  retaliatAry  Bretnzt  baa  he 
formed,  to  cover  the  diumce  oi  the  tceme  rnhk 


formed,  to  cover  the  dimnce'  of  i 
was  transacted  at  Washington.  In  the  addtem 
of  the  Qovemor-ui-Chtef  to  the  Pro«taeinl  Far- 
liament  of  Canada,  ea  the  Mdi  of  iaouayy,  181^ 
it  is  asserted,  in  amhigaoas  kngunov,  ^timi  as  a 
just  retribution,  the  proud  Capitof  ai  Wmhiag- 
ton  has  experienced  a  similar  fate  to  tbnr  infiieeed 
by  an  American  force  oo  the  Beat  of  Oovgrnnaent 
in  Upper  Canada."  The  town  of  York,  In  U  pper 
Canada,  was  taken  by  the  American  Army  under 
the  command  ol  General  Dearborn,  on  the  27ih 
of  April,  1813;*  and  it  was  evacuated  on  the  suc^ 
ceediog  1st  of  May ;  although  it  was  again  visfied 
for  a  day,  by  an  American  squadron,  under  the 
command  of  ComoMdore  ChaQncey,  on  iht4xk  oC 


*8e6  the  lettsn  of  General  Bewbom  is  ihs  J 
taiy  ef  War,  dated  the  S7th  and  S8lh  of  ipd.  l%\^ 
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Aagosu*  At  the  timt  of  tb«  eaptufc^  tlie  «MOiy, 
on  iiis  retrett,  Mt  fire  to  hit  nagftziM,  and  the 
iDJory  produced  hj  th«  AploiioB  was  great  and 
eztenatTe ;  bat  Bciibor  thm,  nor  ob  the  visit  of 
Comipodore  Chtinoey,  wm  anir  edifioe.  whkh 
had  been  ereeted  for  civil  vsei,  daeiroyed  bf  (he 
authority  of  the  military  or  the  aaval  eomnander ; 
and  the  destructioo  of  such  edifioes,  by  any  part 
of  their  force,  would  have  been  a  direct  vioiatton 
of  the  positive  orders  which  they  bad  issued*  Oa 
both  occasions,  indeed,  the  public  stores  of  the  en- 
emy were  aathori2ed  to  be  seized,  and  his  public 
storehouses  to  be  b^rnt ;  but  it  is  known  that  pri- 
vate persons,  houses,  and  property,  were  left  un- 
injured. If,  therefore,  Sir  Q^rgePrevost  deems 
such  acts  inflicted  oa  ^  the  Seat  of  Qoverament 
in  Upper  Canada''  similar  to  the  acu  which  were 
perpetrated  at  WaahiAf  IWK  he  has- yet  to  {perform 
the  task  of  traeiag  the  featares  of  stmUarity  i 
since  at  Washington  the  publio  edifices,  which 
]ud  been  erected  for  civil  ases,  were  alone  de- 
stroyed, while  the  monitions  of  war  add  the  foun- 
dries of  cannon  remained  uatonchedi 

If,  however,  it  be  meant  to  afirm,  that  the  pub- 
lic edifiees)  ocanpied  hy  the  Lcgisiatmre,  by  the 
Chief  Ma&istraM^  by  the  eoarts  of  jaetiee,  aad  by 
the  eivil  ninctionaries  of  the  Proviaoe  of  Up- 

5er  Canada,  witih  the  Prorinclal  library,  were 
estroyed  by  the  American  force,  it  ie  an  occur- 
rence which  has  never  been  before  preseai^  to 
the  Tiew  of  the  American  Qovemment,  by  its 
own  officers,  as  matter  of  information;  nor  by 
any  of  the  military  or  civil  authorities  of  Canada 
as  matter  of  complaint ;  it  is  an  occurrence  which 
no  American  had  in  any  degree  authorized  or 
approved;  and  it  is  an  occurrence  which  the 
American  Gtove^nmant  would  have  censured^  and 
repaired  with  equal  promptitude  and  liberality* 

But  a  tale  told  thus  out  of  date,  for  a  special 
purpose,  cannot  command  the  confidence  of  the 
intelligent  and  the  candid  auditors  for^evea  if  the 
laet  of  conflagration  be  true,  saapieion  most  at- 
tend the  causa  for  •e>  long  a  coaoealmeat^  with 
motives  so  strong  for  an  immediaAt  disclosaxa» 
When  Sir  George  Prevost,  ia  Fahroary,  1814,  ac- 
knowledged that  the  measure  of  retaliation  was 
foil  and  complete  for  all  the  pfoeeding  -' 


duct  imputed  to  the  American  troops,  was  he  not 
apprized  of  every  hci  which  had  oeeuvrcd  at 
York,  the  capital  of  Upper  Cao*da,  in  the  moaths 
of  April  and  August,  1813?  Yet  neither  then, 
nor  at  any  antecedent  period,  nor  until  the  3ith 
January,  1815,  was  the  slightest  intimation  given 
of  the  retaliatory  pretext  which  is  liow  offered. 
When  the  Ad^icaU  Warren  and  Cochrane  were 
employed  in  pillaging  and  burning  the  villages 
on  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake,  were  not  all  the 
retaliatory  pretexts  for  the  barbarous  warfare 
known  to  those  commanders?  And  yet,  **the 
fate  inflicted  by  an  American  force  on  the  Seat 
of  Gh)vernment  in  Upper  Canada^"  was  never 
auggested  in  justification  or  excuse  I  And  finally, 
when  the  expedition  was  formed  in  Aogoat,  1814, 

*  Bee  the  letter  fiom  Cominodere  Oh|Nineey,  la  Hhe 
Secrelaiy  of  the  liavy,  dated  the  4tk  of  Aogasl,  1818. 


for  the  doetructioB  of  the  pnblie  edifices  ai  Waalfc- 
iOffton,  was  not  the  **  similar  fale  which  bad  bteo 
ioflicted  by  an  American  force  on  the  Seat  of 
Qov^rnioeot  in  Upper  Canada,"  known  to  Admiral 
Cochrane,  as  wall  as  to  Sir  Ckoree  Prevost,  who 
called  upon  the  Admiral  (it  is  alleged)  to  carry 
into  effect  measures  of  retaliation  against  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  United  States  ?  And  yet,  both 
the  call  and  the  compliance  are  founded  (noc 
upon  the  destruction  of  the  pohlie  edifices  at  Yoik, 
but)  upon  the  waoton  destruction  oommitttd  by 
the  American  Army  in  Upper  Canada,  upoa  the 
iohabitants  of  the  Province,  for  whom  alone  repa^ 
ration  was  deoianded. 

An  obscurity,  then,  dwells  upon  the  fact  alkged 
by  Sir  George  Prevost^  which  has  not  been  diasi- 
pated  hy  inquiry.  Whether  any  pahlic  edifioe 
was  improperly  destroyed  at  York,  or  at  what 
period  the  injury  was  done^  if  done  at  all,  and  by 
what  hand  it  was  inflicted,  are  points  thas  ooftt 
to  have  been  suied  when  the  eharge  was  made ; 
sorely  it  js  eooogh,  on  the  part  of  the  Amerieao 
Qoverament,  to  repeat,  that  the  fact  alleged  wat 
never  before  brought  to  its  knowled^  for  inve^ 
tiprtioo,  disavowal,  or  reparaiioa.  The  sikaea 
oi  the  military  and  civil  officeraof  the  Provincial 
Qoverameai  of  Canada,  iadicatoa^  loo,  a  sease  of 
shame,  or  a  e<iiD  viotion  of  the  injustice  of  the  pres^ 
ant  reproach.  It  is  known  that  there  ooaid  aava 
been  no  other  public  edifice  for  civil  uses  destroyed 
in  Upper  Canadai  than  the  Houso  of  the  Provin* 
ctal  Uegislatnre,  a  building  of  so  little  cost  and 
ornament  as  hardly  to  merit  consideration,  and 
certainly  afibrding  iieither  parallel  nor  apology 
for  the  conflagration  of  the  splendid  strocturea 
which  adorned  the  Metropolis  of  the  United 
S^atas*  Iff  however,  that  House  was  indeed  da* 
atroyed,  may  it  not  bate  been  an  accidontal  aoor 
saqoaocoof  the  oonfttsion  ia  which  the  axplosioa 
eftha  magazine  iofolved  the  town  1  Or,perhap^ 
it  was  hastily  perpetraied  by  soma  of  the  amraged 
troops,  in  the  moaseot  of  angoiah  for  tJw  loea  of  o 
beloved  commander,  and  their  coaumniona,  who 
had  been  killed  by  that  oaplosioo^  kiodiad  as  it 
was  by  a  defeated  enemy  for  the  sangoinanr  and 
unavailing  purpose.  Or,  in  fine,  some  sunering 
individual  ramembaiing  the  slapf h|ar  of  his  breth- 
ren at  the  river  Raisin,  and  exasperated  by  the 
spectacle  of  a  human  scalp  suspended  ii|  the  Legia- 
lailva  Chamber,  over  the  seat  of  tha  Spaaker,  may, 
in  the  paroxvam  of  his  veogeanae.  have  applied, 
aaauthoriiati  and  unseen,  the  tocoh  of  veagaaaea 
and  destrootion. 

Biany  other  flagnmt  instances  of  British  vio* 
lence,  pillage,  and  cooflagratioo,  in  defiance  of 
the  laws  of  civilized  hostilities,  mifht  be  added  to 
the  catalogue  which  has  been  exhibited ;  hot  tho 
enumeration  would  be  soperfluous,  and  it  is  mm 
to  close  so  painful  an  exposition  of  thecaiiseiaad 
character  of  the  war.  The  exposition  had  haaome 
necessary  to  repel  and  refute  the  ehargca  of  the 
Prince  Regent,  when,  by  hiai  deciaratton  of  Jan- 
uary, 1813,  he  onjusdy  states  the  Umiad  Gkaies  to 
be  the  aggressors  in  the  war ;  and  inioltiDgly  aa- 
cribes  the  conduct  of  the  American  €tovernment 
to  the  influence  of  ITreneh  eonaaUa.    It  was,  abo, 
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aeeesMiy  to  rindieate  the  eoorse  of  Che  United 
States  in  the  proBOCution  of  the  war^  and  to  ex- 
pose to  the  view  of  the  world  the  batbaroas  sys- 
tem of  hostilities  which  the  British  GoTeroraeat 
has  pursued.  Having  accomplished  these  pur- 
poses, the  American  GtoTernment  recurs  with 
pleasure  to  a  contemplation  of  its  early  and  con- 
tinued efforts  for  the  restoration  of  peace.  Not- 
withstanding the  pressure  of  the  recent  wrongs, 
and  the  unfriendly  and  illiberal  disposition  which 
Gkeat  Briuin  has  at  all  times  manifested  towards 
them,  the  United  States  hare  never  indulged  sen- 
timents incompatible  with  th^  reciprocity  of  good 
will,  and  an  intercourse  of  mutual  benefit  and 
advanMge.  They  can  never  repine  at  seeing  the 
British  nation  great,  prosperous,  and  happy ;  safe 
in  its  maritime  right^  and  powerful  in  Us  means 
of  maintaining  them ;  but)  at  the  same  time,  they 
can  never  cease  to  desire  that  the  councils  of 
Ghreat  Britain  should  be  guided  by  Justice,  and  a 
respect  for  the  equal  rights  of  other  nations.  Her 
maritime  power  may  extend  to  all  the  legitimate 
objects  of  her  sovereignty  and  her  commerce, 
without  endangering  the  independence  and  peace 
of  every  other  Government.  A  balance  of  power, 
in  this  respect,  is  as  necessary  on  the  ocean  as  on 
the  knd ;  and  the  control  that  it  gives  to  the  na- 
tions of  the  world  over  the  actions  of  each  other. 
is  as  salutary  in  its  operation  to  the  individual 
Government  which  f^els  it,  as  to  all  the  Gtovern- 
menis  by  which,  on  the  just  principles  of  mutual 
support  and  detence,  it  may  be  exercised.  On 
fiiir,  and  equal,  and  honorable  terms,  therefore, 
peace  is  at  the  choice  of  Qreat  Britain ;  but  if 
she  still  determine  upon  war,  the  United  States, 
reposing  upon  the  justness  of  their  cause ;  upon 
the  patriotism  of  their  citizens ;  upon  the  distin- 
gaished  valor  of  their  land  and  naval  forces ;  and, 
above  all,  upon  the  dispensations  of  a  bendScent 
Providence ;  are  ready  to  maintain  the  contest  for 
the  preservation  of  the  national  independence, 
with  the  same  energy  and  fortitude  which  were 
displayed  in  acquiring  it. 
Wasbiiioton,  February  10, 1815. 


8TATB  OP  THE  FINANCES. 

[Conmuniested  to  the  Senate,  September  26, 1814.] 
The  Beereury  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to 
the  act  <' supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department."  has 
the  honor  respectfully  to  sulimit  to  Congress  the 
following  report  and  estimates : 

The  sums  authorized  by  Congress  to  be  ex- 
pended during  the  year  1814,  and  for  which  ap- 
propriations have  been  made,  are  as  follows: 
1.  For  ciril,  diplomatie  and  miscella- 

neons  expense! :  ....  f3;M6,866  69 
To  this  lum  is  to  be  added,  the  amount 
which  may  be  payable  on  the  foUow- 
iogaccooatSfVix:  1.  The  amount  of 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  ac- 
tually received  into  the  Treasuij, 
which  is  appropriated  for  defraying 


Uie  expenses  of  courts  of  the  Va^ 
ted  States. '  9,  The  snms  recerved 
by  the  coUeetors  of  the  customs  for 
the  marine  hoapital  fund,  and  priva- 
teer pension  mnd,  which  aie  paid 
into  the  TYeasuiy  with  the  other 
moneys  derived  from  the  customs, 
bat  are  esselusively  applipable  to  the 
two  objects  here  mentioned,  Tnmei- 
irely.  3.  The  moneys  received  into 
the  Treasury  for  &e  United  Sutes' 
moiety  of  prises  captured  by  public 
▼esseb,  which  belong  exchisively 
to  the  Navy  pension  fond.  These 
items  are  contingent  and  uncertain, 
until  the  accounts  for  the  year  are 
made  up,  and  their  amounts  ascer- 
tained. As  th^  appear  among  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury,  they 
must  also  beplaced  among  its  ex- 
penditures. They  may  be  estimated 
for  the  year  1814,  at  -  -  - 
3.  MilitaiT  expenses,  including  the 
Indian  Department,  and  the  perma- 
nent appropriation  of  $900,000  an- 
nually, for  arming  and  eqnqiptng 
the  whole  body  of  the  mUitia  of  the 
United  States        ....     U,S0»,90$0e 

3.  Naval  expenses,  including  $300^ 
000  for  the  pnrdiase  of  timber,  ap- 
propriated tnr  the  act  of  March  30, 

1813 8.1«,910  87 

4.  For  the  public  debt,  such  sum  as  the 
public  engagements  may  require; 
and  which,  during  the  year  ISl'^ 
may  be  estimated  as  follows : 

Interest  on  the  public  debt  existing 
previously  to  the  pre- 
sent war         -        -  $1,980,000  00 

Interest  on  debt  con- 
tracted during  the 
5 resent  wsr,  indu- 
ing the  loans  of  the 
present  year  and  the 
Treasury  notes       -     3,050,000  00 

Reimbursement  of  the 
principal,  consisting 
of  the  annual  reim- 
bursement of  the  old 
six  per  cent  and  de- 
foned  stocks,  tempo- 
rary loans  payme 
during  this  year,  and 
the  Treasury  notes 
.to  be  reimbursed  du- 
ring the  sai^e  period     7,673,000  00 


But  for  these  purposes 
there  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  Trea- 
sury during  the  year 
1813,  to  sundry  com- 
missioners of  loans, 
beyond  the  demands 
upon  them  for  the 
year  1813,  and  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  8tate%M  the 


13,603,000  00 
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suae  of  the  Finaneee. 


agent  for  ComiiU0> 
aionen  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fond,  about     - 


350,000  00 


Leaving  payable  daring  the  year  18U    10,16^000  00 


$47;t70,172  46 


The  meana  by  which  thia  anm  waa  to  be  provided, 
wen  the  following : 
1.  Moneya  reeeivaUe  on  account  of  the  pnUio  reyenne, 

and  which  were  eatimated  thna: 
From  the  eoatonia  -  ^6,500,000  00 
Salea  of  public  landa  •  600»000  00 
Direct  tax  and  internal 

dutiea     -        -        -    3,800,000  00 
Poatage,  and  inciden- 
tal recaipta     -        -         00,000  00 

10,960,000  00 

>•  Moneya  redeivable  for  the  proceeds 

of  ioana,  and  for  Traaauiy  notea,  to 

be  iaaued  aa  foDowa : 
Amount  payable  into  the  Treaaury 

during  the  year  1814,  of  the  loan  of 

aevun  and  a  half  miUiona,  made  un- 
der the  aat  of  Sd  Au- 

guat,  1818  -  .  f  8,68M66  00 
Amount  authoriied  to 

be  borrowed  by  act 

of  March  84, 1814  86,000»000  00 
Amount  authorized  by 

the  act  of  March  4, 
,    1814,tobei8iuedin 

Treaaury  notea       -     5,000,000  00 


And  it  waa  eatimated  that,  out  of  the 
balance  of  caah  remaining  in  the 
Treaaury  on  the  lat  day  of  January, 
1814,  which  amounted  to  •5,198»- 
488  00,  there  might  be  applied  a  aum 
cuffident  to  eorer  the  whole  amount 
of  the  authoriMd  ezpanditurea,  and 
whidi  would  be    .... 


83,598,665  00 


8,787,507  46 


f47,S70,178  46 


The  aooQunta  <^  the  Tieaauiy  have  aa  yet  been  made 
up  only  for  the  two  flrat  quartan  of  the  year  1814,  or 
to  theSOth  of  Juneof  thatyear.  The  annexed  atate- 
ment,  mariced  A*,  ahovra  the  recetpta  and  expendituraa 
at  the  Treaaury  for  the  fowth  quarter  of  the  year  1813, 
which  have  not  before  been  communicated  to  Congreaa, 
and  aeparately,  thoae  of  the  two  fiiat  quartan  of  the 
year  1814. 

By  thia  atatement,  it  appean  that  the  paymenta  from 
the  Treasuiy  during  the  fint  half  of  the  preaent  year, 
have  been 

For  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellane- 
ous expenses         ....      1,444,068  60 
Mifitary  expenses     ....     11,810,83800 
Naval  expenses        ....      4,018,899  90 
Publiedebt       .....      3,086»580  77 


And  would  leave  payable  during  the 
Mmaittder  of  the  year,  on  those  sev- 
eral ateounta,  the  following  auma : 

For  civil,  diplomatic^  and  miacellane- 
oua  expunaes  -       -  $1,00^,898  89 


19,693,781  87 


Militaiyi 
Naval  eapenaea  < 
PubUc  debt 


18,898,668  00 
4,167,010  97 
9,185,419  88 


37,576,891  18 
947,370,178  48 


The  nceipta  into  the  Treaaury  during  the  first  half 

of  the  preaent  year  have  been  as  follows : 
For  the  proceeds  of  the  customs         -  94,188,088  85 
Public  lands,  including  those  in  the 

Mississippt  Territory,  the  proceeds 

of  which  are  now  payable  to  the  State 

of  Georgia) 540,065  68 

Internal  dutiea  and  direct  taxea        -      8,189,878  40 
Poatage  and  incidental  expenaea        -         166,744  00 


Loan  of  aeven  and  a  half  milliona,  un- 
der the  actof  Aug.  3,  '18  8,598,666 

Loan  of  ten  millions,  (part 
of  85  millions,)  under  the 
act  of  March  84, 1814     6,687,011 


7,078,170  88 


8,679,676 


Treasuiy  notes,  issued  un- 
der the  act  of  February 
8M813  1,070,000 

TreasV  notes,  is- 
sued under  act 
ofMaroh4,'14  1,898,100 

8,468,100 

13,141,776  00 

19,819,946  38 
And  there  remained  caah  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  1st  of  July,  1814  -        -      4,788,689  88 

$83,948,585  66 
To  make  up  the  sum,  therefore,  which 
will  be  wanted  to.  meet  the  axpand- 
itutea  aa  above  aatimaied,  there  muat 
be  obtained  during  the  8d  and  4th 
quartan  of  the  pnaent  year  -        •    88,887,586  81 

$47,870,178  46 

And  the  further  aum  of  #1,500,000, 
which  is  the  least  that  ought  at  any 
time  during  a  atate  of  vrar  to  be  left 
in  the  Treaaury,  making       -       -  $84,887,586  81 


Of  thia  amount  it  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  de- 
rived from  the  various  sources  of  existing  revenue 
the  fidlowing  aums,  viz : 
From  the  cuatoma    ....   $8,830,000  00 

It  haa  not  been  practicable  to  pre- 
pare the  atatements  of  thia  and  of  the 
other  branches  of  die  revenue  in  the  » 

usual  official  form»  to  be  communica- 
ted to  Congress  at  this  time.  Some 
of  these  statements  have  been  hereto- 
fore regularly  given  for  perioda  termi- 
nating on  the  30th  of  September ;  and, 
to  preeerve  the  series  unimpaired,  their  '  ^ 

preparation  la  postponed  until  they  can 
be  made  out  terminating  with  that 
day.  They  vHU  hereafter  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  in  the  proper   form. 


14S8 


A^WXblZ. 


UH 


8Mt6  4fthe  Fhiant»i 


TIm  tMOiut  of  Um  WMMl4UMiie  do- 
Urn  which  ftccnndl  dorivg  the  year 
1818,wu«7,070,j000.  DttCint  the  two 
ftst^ttMTlMs  of  Um  praMBt  yotr  they 
i^aMtid  to  about  #8^000,000;  but, 
iariD^  iShi$  t#o  last  quartan  will  Dot, 
}iolMbiy»  aKeaed  $1,000,000.     The 
amoiut  receivable  iato  the  Tvaaaary, 
during  the  year  ISU,  flrom  bondaoot- 
itMiding  at  the  commencement  of  tike 
year,  and  from  the  duties  accnuaf, 
and  which  will  become  payable  doto 
ing  that  year,  is  estimated  at  $7,000,- 
000;  wbieh  was  $600,000  more  than 
was  heretofore  estimated.  Of  this  sum, 
$4,163,086  %5  was  paid  daring  the 
fizBt  h^  of  the  year,  and  will  leave 
fiyahle,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  the  sum  here  stated* 
Sakt  of  Pvb&e  Lmub^^Tbt  inroaeeaB 
of  the  eales  of  public  lands  sold  m 
tte  MiMlssippi  Territory,  wbidi  mn 
now  payable  totha  8l«teof  Georgia, 
are  brought  into  the  Tveasuiy  in  the 
same  manner  ai  die  moneys  derived 
from  the  sales  of  other  public  lands 
As  the  amount,  when  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  State  ef  Oeoi^pa, 
appears  among  the  public  expendi- 
tures, it  is  proper  that  these  moneys 
should  be  placed  upon  the  reeaipts 
of  the  Treasury.  Uddudingthepto- 
teods  of  the  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Temtory,  the  receipts  during  the, 
yMtf  1614  are  estimated  at  $900,- 
000;  of  which  $548,066  68  having 
been  iaoeived  during  the  two  fint 
fuattsss  of  the  year,  there  will  be 
kee«l0ibla  ditting  the  two  last  quar- 
ters       

Memal  DuH^  md  Binet  Ttew^ 
The  receipts  into  the  Treasuiy,  ftMB 
these  sources  during  the  ptuamt 
vest,  wS  frilly  equal  the  estimate 
heietofefe  usade.  These  taxes  are 
paid  ffitfdlly  and  cheeriully.  The 
dtract  tax  is  in  collection  in  more 
than  three-fourths  of  the  districts, 
and  will  shortly  he  in  the  same  state 
in  all  the  districts,  exo^t  two  er 
thne,  where  ^  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing competent  persons  to  act  as  as- 
sessors has  produced  some  delay. 
JEn  several  of  the  £stricts  the  collec- 
tion Is  already  nearly  oonqileted. 
The  amount  estimated  as  receivable 
from  these  t#o  sources,  was  #8,80a,- 
000 ;  of  this  sum  there  was  received^ 
prior  to  the  1st  of  July  last,  f2,188,- 
878  40,  and  leaves  to  be  received 
during  the  remainder  ^A  the  year  - 
JPoff^ge  onJ  IneuUntai  Rte^U* — 
These  were  estimated,  for  the  whole 
year,  at  #50,000.  Inchiding  repay- 
ments, prise  money,  and  the  arrear- 
ages of  the  former  direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  there  was  receive^  on 
^ese  apGOunts,  during  the  £rst  half 
of  the  year,  »166,744.    These  rc^ 


$880/W0  66 


1,610,000  00 


ceipts  are  so  casual  and  uneeHlliiiH 
that  it  is  difficult  to  make  any  esli* 
mate  of  their  amouttt  During  the 
remainder  of  the  year  they  may, 
p8riuipa,  te  expeded  to  prsduee     •*  tO/M  60 

ToMlam't  receivable  for  revenue    $4340|000  06 

Uli4ar  the  act  of  the  24th  of  Mnrefa,  1614^  by 
which  the  President  was  autfaortzed  lo  hortwr 
tweDty-five  milliom  of  doUara,  a  loan  waaopeDed 
on  the  2d  of  May  fbr  ten  miltioos  of  dollaftv  in 
part  of  that  sua.    A  loan  for  ten  millioiis  <^idi- 
lars  was  considered  as  more  likely  to  prove  soc- 
cessfui,  than  if  an  attempt  were  made  to  obtain 
the  whole  amoQtit  of  twenty*fi?e  militons  ai 
once.   The  sums  offered  for  this  loan  amounted  to 
$11,900,806;  of  which  $2,671,750  were  at  rates 
less  than  88  |)er  cent.,  and  $1,183,400  at  rates  less 
than  85  per  cent.    Of  the  sum  of  $9;229,656, 
which  were  offered  at  88  per  eeac,  or  at  rates 
more  favorable  to  the  United  States^  five  ailiioas 
were  offered,  with  the  condition  aaaexed.  that  if 
terms  more  ravorabia  to  the  le»d«n  shovkl  be  al- 
lowed for  any  part  of  the  twenty-fiTe  miUioBs  au- 
thorized to  be  borrowed  f<v  the  present  year,  the 
same  terms  should  be  extended  to  tboae  kaiimg 
the  stock  of  the  ten  million  loaa.    TUriigr  ktto 
consideration  the  expectation  theaeaie#iaiiwd,  of 
an  early  return  of  peace,  and  the  importaBee  of 
maintaining  unimpaired  the  pubHe  ct^c,  by  sus- 
taining the  price  of  stock  in  the  meaoUme;  and 
also  considering  the  measure  was  sanctioned  by 
precedent,  it  was  agreed  to  accept  the  loan  wiiL 
that  condition.    Had  the  som  to  which  the  con* 
ditioD  was  annexed,  been  rejected,  the  conae- 
qoence  would  have  been  to  reduce  the  aoMiant 
obtained  to  less  than  five  miUtoos,  a  soia  alio* 
eether  inadequate  to  the  public  demaads;  or,  by 
depressinff  the  stock  to  8$  per  ceat^  ta  hare  ob- 
tained onlv  a  little  more  than  six  mittioBs,  which 
would  still  have  been  insufficient  to  answer  the 
porfmas  of  Government.     Offers  were  sobae- 
qiHTBtly  made  to  this  loan,  of  sums  amountiQs  to 
$666,000.  wyeh  wereaoaepied  on  theauM  i 
as  the  ongiaal  offers,  and  augmested  the  aa 
of  the  loan  whieh  was  ukeo  to  $9,795^066L 

The  pafpers  anaezed,  under  the  letter  B^  exhibit 
the  wnrtteulars  relatiag  co  this  lo«i. 

There  was  paid  i»to  tbe  Treasury,  oa  aeeoot 
of  tbe  loaki  of  ten  miUioas,  prior  to  tbe  lac  oiijOf, 
$6,^,011;  leaving  to  be  paid,  after  thai  dir, 
$8,7^)8,046.  Of  this  som  a  failure  of  pay  mea^  oa 
the  daya  fixed  by  the  terms  of  the  loan,  of  atouc 
$1,900,000,  has  taken  place ;  aad  it  is  doabcfol 
whether  tbe  payment  will  be  effected.  2fo  more, 
therefore,  can  be  relied  on  towards  the  aapply 
necessary  for  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  ot  the 
year  1814,  than  what  has  already  been  paid,  and 
amountiog  to  about  $1,800,060. 

Proposals  were  asain  invited  oo  the  22d  of 
August,  for  a  loan  of  six  millions  of  doUan^  ia 
further  execution  of  the  power  conuiacd  ia  the 
act  of  the  24th  of  March,  for  borrowing  twenty- 
five  millions.  Tbe  whole  amouot  olend  was 
$2,823,300,  of  which  $IOO/)00  were  fttiaiea  leas 


im 
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than  SO  per  ewt,  «ttd  fB^l^OOO  wtre «t tkentc 
of  eighty  doUart  Hi  tnooey  for  oie  hmdred  dol- 
lars of  SIX  per  cent,  stock.  The  remaialag  sem 
of  9510,300  was  offered  at  mriotts  rates,  from  80 
to  88.  Notwithstanding  the  rednced  rate  at  which 
the  greater  part  of  the  above  «am  was  proposed, 
.y^t,  as  the  market  price  of  stock  hardlf  exceeded 
80  per  cent.;  as  there  was  no  prospect  of  obtain- 
ing the  money  on  better  terms ;  and  as  it  was  in- 
dispensable for  the  public  serTice,  it  was  deemed 
advisabie  to  accept  the  sams  offered  at  that  rate, 
laclodiog  the  suma  offered  at  rates  more  farora- 
ble  to  the  United  States  than  that  here  suted,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  proposals  accepted  was 
#8,788)800,  and  a  further  snm  of  #807,000  has 
been  accepted  at  the  same  rate  $  making  the  whole 
amount  taken  of  this  loan,  $8,930,300. 

The  annexed  papers,  under  the  letter  C,  relate 
to  this  loan. 

Some  of  the  persons  who  originally  made  pro- 
']Misals  for  this  loan,  which  were  accepted,  have 
since  given  notice  that  they  coald  not  carry  their 
proposals  into  execution.  The  sums,  in  relation 
to  which  this  failure  has  taken  place,  amount  to 
$410,000;  and  there  can,  therefore,  be  relied  on 
for  the  proceeds  of  this  loan  only  $3,580,300. 

Moneys  having  heretofore  been  obtained  by  the 
United  States  on  loan  in  Sarope  upon  favorable 
terms,  and  the  punctuality  and  fidelity  with  which 
they  were  repaid  having  established  their  credit 
there  on  a  firm  and  respectable  footing,  it  was  de- 
termined, in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  ex^ 
rienced  in  obtaining  at  home  the  sums  re|i|uisite 
for  the  public  service,  to  try  the  market  in  that 
quarter.  To  effect  this  purpose,  the  reouisite 
powers  and  instructions  have  been  given  for  ne- 
gotiating a  loan  for  six  millions  of  dollars,  as  a 
further  part  of  the  loan  of  twenty-five  millions 
authorized  by  the  act  of  the  84th  of  March  last ; 
and.  In  order  to  facilitate  thia object,  six  percent, 
stock  to  that  amount  has  been  constituted  and 
transmitted,  with  directions  for  its  sale,  if  that 
shali  be  found  the  most  advantageous  mode  for 
obtaining  the  money.  The  reralt,  however,  of 
thia  experiment  is  not  oertain ;  and  the  proceeds, 
in  case  it  should  be  snccessfal,  will  not,  probably, 
come  into  the  Treasury  in  the  course  oTihe  prea- 
ent  year ;  they  cannot,  therefore,  be  placed  among 
the  resources  of  this  year.  But  as  this  sum  forms 
a  part  of  that  which  was  authorized  to  be  bor- 
rowed, and  which  will  be  necessarv  for  the  ser- 
vice oi  the  present  year,  further  aoihoritv  wiH  be 
required  from  Congress  for  obtainine  this  sum, 
bv  loan  or  otherwise;  in  which  case  the  proceeds 
oi  the  negotiation  undertaken  in  Boro]|e  will  be 
applicafale  to  the  service  of  the  -ensuing  year. 
With  a  view  to  avoid  the  inconvenient  increase 
of  stock  in  the  market,  and  its  consequent  depre- 
ciation, an  eSbrt  was  made  to  obtain  temporary 
loans  from  the  banks  bv  special  contracts,  but  the 
attempt  was  not  attenaed  with  success. 

The  amount  of  Treasury  notes  issued  prior  to 
the  1st  of  July  last,  under  the  act  of  the  4th  of 
March,  1814  was  $1,39Sl100;  those  since  issued 
amount  to  $1,512,300.  The  annexed  statement, 
marked  S,  shuws  the  partieulars  relating  to  these 


notes ;  and,  in  the  paper  marked  D,  an  acooimt  is 
given  of.  those  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the 
act  of  the  85th  of  February,  1813,  which  hava 
not  been  heretofore  reported  lo  Congress. 

There  are  now  in  circulation  near  eif  ht  rail' 
lions  of  dollars  in  Treasury  notes ;  of  which,  dur* 
iog  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  present  year,  notes 
for  more  than  (our  millions  of  dollars  will  become 
reimbursable.  A  part  of  them  may,  perhaps,  be 
replaced  by  new  notes,  but  it  is  not  believed  tnat, 
upon  their  present  footing,  more  than  two  mil" 
lions  and  a  half  of  dollars  can  thus  be  replaced*- 
This  would  still  leave  more  than  six  millions  of 
dollaifs  of  notes  in  circulation ;  which  the  expo* 
rience  of  two  years  haa  shown  to  be  nearly  ar 
large  a  sum,  while  the  other  circulating  paper 
medium  of  the  country  remained  unembarraased, 
and  mainutned  itself  in  the  public  confidence,  as 
can,  in  their  present  shape,  oe  fredyr  and  easily 
circulated.  Notes  of  a  smaller  denomination  tiiaa 
those  heretofore  issued  have  been  prepared^  and 
will,  probably,  by  passing  into  a  more  numerous 
and  extensive  class  of  the  money  transactions  ef 
individuals,  carry  a  greater  quantity  into  ciienl*- 
tioa,  there  naving  been  already  issued,  since  the 
1st  of  Julv,  Treasury  notes  amounting  to  91,50(V- 
000,  and  it  being  estimated  that  a  further  sum  of 
$8,500,000  may  be  put  in  circulation  previouslr 
to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  the  amount  esti- 
mated to  be  derived  from  this  source  during  the 
thinl  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year  wul  be 
$4,000,000. 

l^he  means,  then,  for  meeting  the  demands  upon 
the  Treasury  during  the  last  half  of  the  present 
vear,  as  now  ascertained,  are  estimated  as  M- 
lows: 
From  the  remnue       .       •       •       .     $4^841^080 

Leans  under  the  twen^-fivs  mHiien 
act: 
Loan  of  ten  milUens     *        $1,800,090 
houk  olsix  miUiDns      •  8,680,000 

4^80^«00 


Treasury  notes  •       -        . 
And  still  leave  to  be  obtained 


9,190,000 
4,000,000 

18,160,000 
11,660,000 

984,890,000 


The  difficulties  already  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing loans,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  has  been 
found  necessarv  to  accept  them,  sufficiently  show 
the  propriety  or  Congress  adopting  effective  meas- 
ures for  procuring  the  sums  still  required  for  the 
service  of  the  residue  of  the  present,  as  well  as 
for  that  of  the  ensuing  year. 

The  suspension  of  pavments  in  specie,  by  mai^ 
of  the  most  consideraSle  banks  in  the  United 
States,  and  of  those  most  important  in  the  moner 
operations  of  the  Treasury^  has  produced,  and  will 
continue  to  cause  difficulues  and  embarrassments 
in  those  operations*  The  circulating  medium  of 
the  country,  which  has  consisted  prtnoipally  of 
bank  notes,  is  placed  upon  a  new  and  uncertain 
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foodog;  and  those  diffienldes  and  embarrass- 
ments will  extend,  in  aj^reater  or  less  degree, 
into  the  pecaniary  operations  of  the  citizens  in 
general.  The  powers  of  Congress,  so  far  as  they 
extend,  will  be  required  to  be  exerted  in  providing 
«  remedy  for  these  erils,  and  in  placing,  if  prac- 
ticable, the  currency  of  the  country  on  a  more 
uniform,  certain,  and  stable  footing. 

If  further  reliance  must  be  had  on  loans,  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  that  additional  inducements 
should  be  offered  to  capitalists  to  advance  their 
money,  by  affording  an  ample  and  unequivocal 
secunty  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  such  loans 
«s  may  be  obtained.  This  may  be  effected  by 
establishing  an  adequate  revenue,  and  pledging 
the  same  specifically  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  also  submitted,  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress^  whether  Treasury  not^s  might  not,  by 
•Qffmenting  the  rate  of  interest  they  now  bear, 
and  securing  iu  payment,  as  well  as  their  even- 
tual reimbursement,  by  an  adequate  revenue 
pledged  for  that  purpose,  be  placed  on  a  footing 
better  calculated  than  at  present  to  ensuin  their 
credit,  encourage  their  circulation,  and  answer 
with  more  certainty  the  purposes  of  Government. 

The  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  year  1816 
bave  not  yet  been  prepared.  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, if  the  war  continues,  that  a  sum  Will  be  re- 
quired at  least  equal  to  that  demanded  for  the 
present  year ;  and,  under  the  head  of  Public  Debt, 
an  additional  sum,  sufficient  for  the  payment  ot 
the  interest  on  the  loans  made  in  the  meantime. 

By  the  plan  of  finance  which  was  adopted  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  this  addi- 
tional sum  would  be  all  that  would  be  required 
to  be  raised,  by  new  taxes,  during  the  year  1815, 
except  what  might  be  necessary  to  make  good  a 
deficiency  in  any  of  the  existing  revenues.  Ac- 
cording to  that  plan  of  finance,  the  expenditures 
to  be  covered  by  the  revenue  during  the  year 
1815,  would  be  as  follows: 
Expense  ofthe  Peace  Establishment  •  $7^000,000 
Interest  on  the  debt  existing 

prior  to  the  war         -        -  f  1,900,000 
Interest  on  the  debt  contracts 

ed  since  the  wsi,  including 

Tressury  notes,  and  indud- 

ing  the  interest  which  will 

become  payable  during  the 

year  1816,  on  the  debt  con- 
tracted within  that  year    -    4,600,000 

6,500,000 


Totsl 


.  $18,500,000 


The  revenues,  ss  now  established,  sre  estimated  to 
prodaee,  doling  the  year  1815,  the  following  snms,  vis : 
Ctwlonw.— While  the  whole  navy  of  the  enemy  \m  dis- 
poesble  for  the  interruption  of  our  trade,  this  source 
of  revenue  csnnot  be  very  productive.  From  bonds 
which  will  be  outstanding  at  the  commencement  of 
ihe  year  1816,  and  firom  the  duties  which  will  accrue 
during  that  year,  it  b  estunated  that  theie  wiU  be 
received  into  the  Treasury  -  -    $4,000,000 

'^''1  of  public  lands      ....        800,000 1 


iittmia/ilvlMS/— These  win  all  biingtheir 
full  amounts  into  the  Treaanij  dming 
the  year  1815,  and  will,  it  is  believedt 


produce  a  net  sum  of  • 


Arrears  of  direct  tsz  of  1614,  whidi  will 

be  received  In  1815    - 
Postage,  and  other  incidental  receipts 

Totsl  smount        .       .       - 
And  leaving  to  be  provided     - 


-      S,7MM'00 


Aggregate 


800,000 
100,000 

>    f8;KIO,000 

5,3€0,000 

.  $1^500,000 


Towards  malring  up  this  sum  of  ^5,300,000,  a 
continuance  of  the  direct  tax  will,  it  is  bdievel 
be  necessary ;  but  at  iu  present  rate  it  will  not  pn>- 
duce,  net  to  the  Treasury,  more  tb«n  $2,600,000. 

In  order  to  provide  the  remaining  sum  of 
$2,700,000,  as  well  as  such  other  suoks  ms  may  be 
deemed  requisite  for  the  objects  hereinbefore  sug- 
gested, it  will  be  for  Congress  to  consider  how'&c 
it  would  be  expedient  to  increase  this  tmx,  as  well 
as  the  present  internal  dutiesi  and  ako  what  new 
objecu  of  taxation  may.  for  that  purpose,  be  most 
advantageously  resorteu  to. 

But  the  plai^  of  finance  above  referred  lo  as- 
sumea.  as  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  de- 
pendea,  that  loans  might  be  annnaliy  okaioed 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  for  the  amouit 
of  the  extraordinary  expenses  occssioned  by  it. 
The  experience  of  the  present  year  furnishes 
ground  to  doubt  whether  this  be  piactieable,  at 
teast  in  the  shape  in  which  loans  hare  been  hith- 
erto attempted.    Nor  is  it  even  certain  that  the 
establishing  and  pledging  of  revenues  adequate  to 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  and  event- 
ual reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  sums 
which  will  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  vear 
1815,  would  enable  the  Treasury  to  obuin  them 
through  the  medium  of  loans  effected  in  the  ordi* 
nary  way. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  respeetfnUf 
submitted  whether  it  wonlo  not  be  exfcdient  to 
extend  the  provisions  to  be  made  for  the  secvm 
ofthe  ensuiuff  year  beyond  those  contemplated  ia 
this  plan  of  finance,  hitherto  pursued  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  so  as  to  provide,  by  means  other 
than  loans,  for  at  least  a  portion  of  the  extraor- 
dinary expenditures  occasioned  thereby.  This 
would  have  a  tendency  to  insure  public  confi- 
dence, and  preserve  and  confirm  the  public  ciedic. 

The  present  state  of  our  country,  growing  onr 
of  the  unjust  policy  of  the  enemy,  as  wdl  as  tie 
unusual  manner  In  which  he  prosecutes  the  mr, 
call  for  new  and  extraordinary  exertions  oa  the 
part  of  the  nation ;  and  the  means  reqasite  to 
meet  the  expenditures  which  these  may  ocaamoa 
ought  to  be  provided. 

The  resources  of  the  nation  are  not  exhausted ; 
they  are  ample,  and  the  occasion  requires  thef 
should  be  brougnt  into  full  activity. 

The  retj  expenditures  which  render  necesary 
the  imposition  of  additional  taxes,  will  thenMelres 
have  increased  in  the  community  the  ability  lo 
discharge  them. 

The  promptitude  and  cheerfulness  with  whicla 
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the  presMit  taxw  are  paid,  afford  the  best  pledges 
of  the  spirit  with  which  the  people  will  meet  such 
demands  as  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  countrv 
may  reqoi re.  A  people  who  hare  not  only  tasted, 
bat  enjoyed  in  th^ir  full  extent,  the  blessings  of 
liberty  and  independence,  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  cannot  consider  any  sacrifices  too  great, 
wiiich  are  found  indispensable  to  preserve  them 
inviolate. 

Those  sacrifices,  however^  which  majr  be  de- 
manded by  the  present  crisis  in  oar  affairs,' will  be 
of  a  temporary  nature  only;  for,  while  we  may 
fairly  calculAte,  that,  with  the  termination  of  the 
present  contest,  the  duration  of  which  will  be 
ahortened  in  proportion  to  the  vigor  and  unanim- 
ity with  which  it  is  sustained  on  'our  part,  will 
cease  the  ezoenditures  consequent,  on  a  state  of 
war,  and  render  no  longer  necessary  a  continu- 
ance of  those  extraordinary  revenues  established 
to  provide  the  supplies  requisite  for  that  object, 
we  may  with  equal  confidence  rely  that  the  grow* 
ing  revenue  arising  from  the  commerce  of  a  few 
prosperous  years  of  peace  will  be  found  sufficient 
to  redeem  the  pledges  which  may  have  been 
made  to  the  pobltc  creditors,  and  thus  relieve  the 
people  from  these  burdens  which  times  of  danger 
and  difficulties  rendered  indispensable. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

a  W.  CAMPBELL. 

Tbbasury  Dbpartmbnt,  iSRepf.  S3, 1814. 


StaUmtnt  ofReedpU  and  PaymmUattht  Treamry 
of  the  United  Statu,  from  the  l9t  October  to  the  31«/ 
Deetmber,  1818. 

aXCBIFTS. 

Cash  in  the  Treaswy,  subject  to  war^ 

nat»  1st  October,  1813  -       -       -  f  6,978,768  43 

RaoeiTcd  lor  the  proceeds 
of  the  customs   -        f  3,838,043  68 

Amars  of  intamil  reve- 
nues -        •        -        -  380  68 

Fees  on  patents     -  1,470  00 

Postage  of  letters  -       -  35,000  00 

Net  proceeds  of  prises 

captured    -        -       -  139,488  06 

Hent  of  the  United  States' 

saline        -       -       -  6,390  00 

Fines,  penalties,  and  fin<- 

feituies      -        -        -  1,003  75 

Sales  of  pabUc  lands      -  368,049  06 

Repayments  -       -  3^10  13 


3^678,565  36 


Loan  of  $16;000,000,  per 

actof8thFeb'iy,1813  1,611,875  00 
Loan  of  $7,600,000,  per 

act  of  8d  August,  1818  3,907,335  00 
Treasuiy  notes^  per  set 

of  30th  June,  1813  -  101,700  00 
Tfoasoiy  notes,  per  act 

of  35th  Februsiy,  1813  3,677^000  00 


9,197,910  00 


Aggregate 


•19^856,387  69 


PAVmHTS. 

Ctet/  and  Mieeeiianeoue  Bapeneee,  both  Foreign  and 

Domestic* 

GiTil  department,  proper    •        •        .  $136,478  66 

Grants  and  miscellaneous  claims        -  33,663  08 

Military  penskms       -        -        •        -  676  34 

Light-house  establishment-        -  ^     -  7,10416 

Marine  hospital  establishment    •        -  13,869  68 
Public  buildings  in  Washington^  snd 

fiuniture  for  the  President's  House  -  7,000  00 
Prisoneis  of  war  ....  64,00000 
Rosd  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio  -  1 1,880  03 
Priu)  money  -  -  -  .  -  -  113,668  35 
Mint  Establishment  ....  4,61641 
Trading  houses  with  the  Indians  -  1,136  00 
Aecertaining  land  titles  in  Louisiana  -  1,786  00 
8nrv<Qrs  of  public  lands  -  -  -  13,176  63 
Diplomatic  department  ...  19,017  91 
Relief  and  protection  of  American  sea- 
men         31,017  60 

Treaties  with  Mediterranean  Powers  -.  10,000  00 


Total  -       -        -       -        - 

Military  Expeneee,  viz  .- 

Military  department   .... 

Naval  Escpeneest  tnz  .* 
Naval  department,  marine  corps,  dtc  - 

PubUe  Debt,  viz  .' 
Interast  and  charges     •  $1,668,763  36 
Reimbursement  of  prin- 
cipal        -     .  -        -    6,634,833  60 

Balance  in  the  Treasunr,  subject  to 
■  8 


$484,866  38 
5,887,747  00 
1,348,146  10 


warrant,  31st  December,  1819 
Aggregate 


7,087,994  95 
6^196,474  36 
$19,866,337  69 


Statement  of  Seedpte  and  Payments  at  the  Dreaswrv 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  1st  January  to  the 
90th  JunCf  1814. 

BBCaiPTS 

Cash  in  the  Treasury,  subject  to  war- 
rant, Ist  January,  1814  -       -        -  $6,196,474  36 

Received  for  the  proceeds 
of  the  customs   -         $4,183,088  86 

Arrears  of  internal  reve- 

4,606  83 


nues  and  direct  taxes 
New  internal  revenue  and 
direct  fax  -       -       . 
Fees  on  patents    * 
Postage  of  letters - 
Net  proceeds  of  prises 
captured   .       •        - 
Fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures     ... 
Net  jiroceeds  of  property 
seised,  supposed  to  be- 
long to  A.  Burr - 
Sales  of  pnUic  lands 
Repayments 


3,^189,373  40 

3,730  00 

46,000  00 

83,86179 

1,830  97 


448  00 

640,065  68 

38,577  93 


Loan  of  seven  and  a  half 

millions,  per  act  of  3d 

August,  1618    .  $3,693,666  00 

Loan  of  tan  millions,  per 

act  of  84th  Mar.,  1814    6,087,01100 


7,078,170  33 
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TttMMoxj  nota«»  per  tct 
«ftMr«bnMi3r,l«14 

Tiwfaxy  notei,  per  tet 
«CM  Mtfcfa,  1814    . 


Afsregate 


1,398,100  00 


lMil«770  00 


•Si^ie^SO  50 


Ci9Uand  MiHelkmwM  Baipm$e$,  haik 
DamuUe. 


proper    - 
Qeneoue  claime 


Qzttitasnd 
MiBtiiy  pemions 
Liglll*hoiiee  eetoUiehment  - 
Marine  hoepital  eflttbluhmeat     • 
Fiiniitllre  nr  the  Preiident'e  Houee 
Prieonere  ofwar         ... 
Boed  from  Cumberiand  to  the  Ohio 
PriiemoneT      .... 
Mint  e«t*bhahment     - 
Trading  housea  with  the  Indiana 
Aaeertaining  land  titlea  in  Looiaiana 
Sorveya  of  public  laada 
Survey  of  the  ooaat  of  the  United  Stslee 
Payment  to  Georgia  for    MiaaiaBippi 


l^omrty  to  ^e  vwwntf  ^tiOt  ef  prfvete 

aimed  ▼eaaeb  .       .       •        - 
Pitrateer  penaion  fond 
Dmlomatic  department 
Relief  and  protectun  of  American  i 


Treaiiea  wiih  Meditenranean  Poweia 
Conliag«nt  expenaea  of  fiireign  inter- 

eoorae 

Claima  on  France      ... 


$071,706  01 

144,104  09 

47,4S4  87 

60,469  18 

84,697  80 

8,000  00 

190,000  00 

86,984  67 

108,089  60 

8,136  44 

8,044  86 

8,767  67 

6,167  07 

3,187  80 

96,888  94 

4,300  00 
l>0,000  00 
87,149  86 

14,015  86 
8,300  00 

18,780  36 
8,686  00 


Total $1,444,068  60 

MUUary  ExpemeSffdz 
Militaiy^eptttment  -       *       -       -  11,810,838  00 

Na»al  Expenat»9  vtf 
Naval  Department,  marine  eittpa,  4%.    4/)18,899  90 

TvhUc  DM,  <fc. 
Intereat  and  chargea      -  1,639,080  09 
Reimbnraement  i^  piiA- 
dpal  -        -  •  1,487,500  68 

3,026,680  77 

Balance  in  the  Treaaory,  aabject  to 
warrant,  30th  Jane,  1814  -    -        -    4,782,639  32 


$24i416,420  50 


B. 
Treasury  Dspartmbnt,  ' 

jipra  4, 1814. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Coogreaa,  paated  on  Che 
84ch  day  of  March.  1814,  the  Presideat  of  the 
United  States  is  authorized  to  borrow,  on  tfa« 
eredit  of  the  United  dtates,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-fire  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  whereas,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  did,  by  an  act  or 
commission,  under  his  hand,  dated  the  80th  day  of 
March.  1814,  authorize  and  empower  the  Secre- 
tary oi  the  Treasury  to  borrow,  on  behalf  of  the 


ites.  the  afoictaid  mm  of  tweaty«ftf» 
millions  of  dollari,  or  any  part  thereof  fpnrsaaai 
to  the  act  of  Congress  above  recited : 

Notice  b  therefore  hereby  giren,  that  propo- 
sals will  be  received  by  the  Seeretaiy  of  tJie 
Treasury,  until  the  2d  day  ef  May  aext,  from 
any  person  or  persons,  body  or  bodies  eorpoirate, 
who  may  offer,  for  themadTes  or  others,  to  loaa 
to  the  United  States,  on  account  and  in  part  of 
tlie  aforesaid  sum  of  twenty-fire  miUiona  of  dol- 
lars, the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dolian^  or  any 
Sart  thereof,  not  less  than  twenty-fire  ihoasaod 
ollars. 

The  stock  to  be  isaued  for  the  money  loaned, 
will  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  aaim, 
payable  quarter  yearly ;  and  the  proposals  must 
distinetly  state  the  amount  of  money  offered  te 
be  loan^,  and  the  rate  at  which  the  aforesaid 
stock  will  be  receired  for  the  same. 

The  amount  loaned  is  to  be  paid  into  a  bank 
or  banks  authorized  by  the  Treasury,  id  iasts]- 
ments,  in  the  following  manner,  riz : 

One-fourth  part,  or  twenty-fire  dollars  on  each 
hundred  dolhirs,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May 
next. 

And  one-fourth  part  on  the  25ch  day  of  each 
of  the  ensuing  months  of  June,  July,  and  Aogust 
next. 

On  the  day  fixed  lor  the  payment  of  any  insul- 
ment  after  the  first,  ail  the  remaining  iasulmenu 
may  be  paid. 

The  sum  loaned  is  to  be  paid  into  such  bank 
or  banks  as  may  be  mutually  convenient  to  the 
lender  and  to  the  Qoreriunent,  in  the  State  where 
ttie  lender  resides,  if  desired  br  him.  The  |nro- 
posals  most  state  the  bank  or  banks  into  which 
the  lender  may  desire  to  make  the  payments. 

If  proposals,  difTering  In  terms  from  one  ano- 
ther, should  be  accepted,  the  option  will  be  al- 
lowed to  any  persons  whose  proposals  nray  be 
accepted,  of  taking  the  terms  allowed  to  any  orher 
person  whose  proposals  may  be  accepted. 

No  proposals  will  be  receired  for  a  sam  lessthan 
twenty-fire  thousand  dollars;  but  a  commissioa 
of  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  will  be  allowed  le 
any  person  collecting  subscriptions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  iocorpaeatiaff  them  in  one  proposal,  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-fire  thoosaad  doUarsy  or  up- 
wards, proridedsuch  proposal  shall  be  acoepled. 

If  proposals  shall  be  made,  amountiiig  togethw 
to  a  greater  sum  than  that  required,  th«  prefer- 
ence will,  on  tqoki  terms,  be  |^iren  to  tlwwe  asade 
br  persons  who  were  snoscribers  to  the  loan  of 
eleren  millions,  in  the  year  1812. 

On  failure  of  payment  of  aay  iaetahaeat,  the 
next  preceding  iaat%lment  to  be  forfeited. 
.  Scrip  certificates  will  be  issued  bj  the  eaah- 


the  payments  of  the  sereral  instalment^  when 
made. 

The  scrip  certificates  will  be  assignable  by  en- 
dorsement and  delirery ;  and  will  be  funded  after 
the  completion  of  the  payments,  upon  presenta- 
tion by  the  proprietor,  to  the  Commissioaer  of 
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XjPkIIs  fo  the  State  where  the  pairmtnts  hare 
been  made. 

The\fbBded  stoek  to  be  thus  issued,  will  be  ii- 
ledeemable  aotil  the  Slst  day  of  December,  1826; 
win  be  traosferable  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
other  funded  stock  of  the  United  States ;  and  will 
be  ehamd  for  the  regular  and  quarterly  pay- 
ment of  its  interest^  and  for  the  ultimate  reim- 
buTsement  of  its  pnnbipal,  upon  the  annual  fnnd 
of  dfht  millions  of  dollars,  appropriated  for  the 
imyment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt 
of  the  United  States,  m  the  manner  pointed  out 
ki  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  24th  of  March.  1814. 
GEO.  W.  CAMPBELL, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeantry. 

Bo, 
Wasbinotok,  4th  me.  30IA,  1814. 

RasPBCTiD  FnisNO :  I  will  loan  totheGov- 
emmant  of  the  United  States  five  millions  of  dol* 
Ian,  reoeirnig  one  hundred  dollars  six  per  cent. 
anttk  for  eaeh  eighty-eigfat  dollars  paid ;  and  will 
jwy  the  money  in  the  proportions,  and  at  the  pe- 
riods, mentioned  in  thy  advertisement  of  the  4th 
of  April,  to  their  eredi^  in  such  banks  in  the  Uni- 
ted Statee  as  may  be  agreeable  to  thee. 

Oh  the  payment  of  each  instalment,  and  satis- 
factory assurances  for  the  payment  of  the  others, 
funded  stock  to  be.  issued.  It  keing  understood 
and  agreed  that,  if  terms. more  favorable  to  the 
loaners  be  allowed  for  any  part  of  the  twenty- 
fire  millions  authorized  to  be  borrowed  the  pres- 
seiit  year,  the  same  terms  are  to  be  extended  to 
this  contract. 

The  commission  of  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent, 
mentioned  in  thy  advertisement,  to  be  allowed 
me  on  the  amount  loaned. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  am  thy  as- 
sured friend, 

JACOB  BARKEK. 

The  Hon.  G.  W.  Campbell, 

Secretary  qf  the  Treasury, 

Tbeasurt  Department, 

May  2, 1814. 

Sir:  The  terms  upon  which  the  loan  has  been 
oonduded,  are  as  follows,  viz : 

Bightv-eiffht  dollars  in  money  for  each  hun- 
dred dollars  m  stock ;  and  the  United  States  en- 
gage, if  anv  part  of  the  sum  of  twenty-five  mil- 
uons  of  dollars,  authorized  to  be  borrowed  by  the 
act  of  the  24th  of  March.  1614,  is  borrowed  upon 
terms  more  favorable  to  the  lenders,  the  benefit 
of  the  same  terms  shall  be  extendea  to  the  per- 
sons who  may  then  hold  the  stock,  or  anj  part  of 
it,  issued  for  the  present  loan  of  ten*  millions. 

Your  proposal  of  tbe  30th  of  April,  1814,  for 
$5,000|000  of  the  loan,  having  been  at  the  above 
rate,  ot  at  a  rate  more  favorable  than  the  above 
to  t&e  United  States^  has  been  accepted ;  and  you 
will  please  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  on  the  ^th 
day  of  the  present  month,' into  the  bank  or  banks 
you  have  named,  or  into  such  as  yon  ^haQ  name 


to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  receipt 
of  this  letter,  twenlty-five  per  cent.,  or  one-fourth 
part  of  the  sum  above  stated,  pursuant  to  the  no- 
tificaiion  from  this  department,  of  the  4th  of  April 
last,  and  the  remaining  instalments  on  the  days 
fixed  in  tbe  said  notification.  You  wiU  be  pleased, 
also,  on  or  before  the  25th  of  May,  to  famish  the 
cashier  or  cashiers  of  the  bank  or  hanks  where  the 
payments  under  yodr  proposal  are  to  be  made, 
with  tbe  names  of  tbe  persons  in  whose  behali 
the  proposal  has  been  made,  and  the  sums  pay- 
able by  each. 

The  commission  of  one-fourth  of  out  per  cent, 
will  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  after  tbe  payment 
of  the  first  instalment,  on  the  25th  day  of  the 
present  month. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL, 

Secretary  qf  the  Treamry, 

Jacob  BAnuR,  Bsq.,  New  York. 


A  similar  letter  was  addressed  to  the  persons 
undermentioned,  who ^lade  proposal^  for  the  sums 
set  against  tbeir  names,  respectively 

Peleg  Tallman,  Bath»  Maine    - 

Levi  Cutter,  Portland  do. 

John  Woodman,  do.  -        - 

Henry  8.  Langdon,   Portsmouth,   l*few 

Hampshire 

John    W.  Treadwell,  Salem,   Msssachu- 

MttS 

Tfaoknas  Perkins,  Salem,  MsMachusetts 
WOUam  Gray,  Boston     - 
Sanrae!  Dana,    do.         ... 
JessePulaatt,    do.         ... 
AmosBinney,   do.         •        -        - 
Nathan  Walermaa,  )r*tPrQirideafl0^  Bfaode 


James  D'Wolf>  Bristol    ... 
John  R.  6heaRBa%  Newport  • 
Eliflha  Tracy,  Norwicb»  Conneetiout 
Michael  Shepherd,  Hartford      do. 
Abraham  Bishop,  New  Haven  do. 
John  Taylor,  Albany       ... 
^amon  Douglas,  Troy    •       ... 
Smith  and  Nicolly  New  York  - 
Harmon  Hendricksy    do.         -       - 
G.  B.  Yroom,  do. 

Samuel  Fleww^hig  do. 
Jacob  Barker  do. 

Whitehead  Fish         do. 
Guy  Biyan,  Philadelphia 
Thomas  Newman,      do. 
Samuel  Canweil,        do.         -        - 
PaolBec^jr.,  do.         -        - 

Wm.  Patterson  4b  Sons,  Baltimete  - 
George  T.  Ponbai^  do. 

Jaaaes  Cox,  do. 

Beanis  A.  Smith,  do. 

Samoel  Eliot,  jr.,  Washington 
Alexander  Kerr,         do. 
W.Jones, for  Navy  and  Privateer  Pension 

Funds,  Washington     .       .       • 
William  Whann,  Washington 
Anthony  C.  Cazenove,  Alexandria  - 
Charles  B.  Cochran,  Charieston,  South 

Carotina      -        ...        .  ,      . 


$36,000 
HOOO 
60,000 

40,000 

416,166 

S6,000 

197,060 


§7,9gt 
86,00» 


3M0O 

100,00^ 

86^000 

ao,ooa 

86/)00 
36,000 

150,000 
60,000 
80,000 
43,000 

600,000 

367,600 
6,000,000 

360,000 
60,000 

108^000 


60,000 


191,000 

71|900 

300,000 

100,000 

83,000 

300,000 
4^000 
30,000 

360,000 
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Pavid  Alexander,  Chftrleflton,  South  Oato- 


lina 


John  Lukins,  Gharieaton,  Soath  Carolina, 
Thomas  W.  Bacot,  do.  do. 

lames  Taylor,  Newport,  Kentndcy  - 


60,000 

70,000 

116,000 

26,000 


$9,SS9,0&6 


There  was  subsequently  offinred,  and  accepted,  pro- 
posals by  the  undermentioned  persons,  for  the  foUow- 
ing  sums,  Tiz  : 

William  Whann,  Washington         -        -    $190,000 

Bo.  do.  -        -       800,000 

Robert  C.  Jennings,  Richmond,  Virginia  -       176^000 


$566,000 


Triaburt  Dipartmrnt, 

Juhf  25, 1814. 

Notice  is  hereby  giren,  thut  proposals  will  be 
received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  until 
the  22d  day  of  August  next,  for  loaning  to  the 
United  States  the  sum  of  9ix  millions  of  dollars, 
or  any  part  thereof,  not  less  than  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  the  same  being  in  part  of  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  authorized 
to  be  borrowed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  24th 
day  of  March  last. 

The  stock  to  be  issued  for  the  money  loaned, 
will  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
payable  quarter  yearly;  and  the  proposals  must 
distinctly  state  the  amount  of  money  offered  to 
be  loaned,  and  the  rate  at  which  the  aforesaid 
stock  will  be  received  for  the  same. 

The  amount  loaned  is  to  be  paid  into  a  bank 
or  banks  authorized  by  the  Treasury,  in  instal- 
menu  in  the  following  manner,  viz : 

One-fourth  part,  or  twenty-five  dollars  on  each 
hundred  dollars,  on  the  tenth  day  of  September 
next. 

And  one-fourth  part  on  the  tenth  day  of  each 
of  the  ensuing  months,  of  October,  November,  and 
December  next. 

On  the  day  fixed  for  the  payment  of  the  first, 
or  any  other  instalment,  all  the  remaining  instal- 
ments may  be  paid  at  the  option  of  the  lender. 

The  proposals  must  sute  the  banks  into  which 
the  lender  may  desire  to  make  his  payments ;  and 
he  will  be  allowed  to  make  them  according  to  his 
wiahes,  thus  expressed,  in  all  cases  where  the  con- 
venience of  the  Treasury  will  permit. 

The  same  terms  will  be  allowed  to  ail  whose 
proposals  are  accepted. 

No  proposals  will  be  received  for  a  sum  less 
than  twenty-five  thousand  dollars ;  but  a  commis- 
sion of  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  wilt  be  allowed 
to  any  person  collecting  subscriptions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  incorporating  them  in  one  proposal  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  or  up- 
wards, provided  such  proposal  shall  be  ac^cepted. 

On  failure  of  payment  of  any  instalment,  the 
next  preceding  instalment  to  be  forfeited. 

All  the  instalments  must  be  paid  at  the.  same 


bank  as  that  at  which  the  first  instalment  diall 
be  paid. 

Scrip  certificates  will  be  issued  by  the  eaahieis 
of  the  banks  where  the  payments  shall  be  ouide^ 
to  the  persons  making  the  paymenu;  and  die 
said  cashiers  will  endorse  on  these  certificates  the 
payments  of  the  several  instalments  when  made. 

The  scrip  certificates  will  be  assignable  by  en- 
dorsement and  delivery,  and  will  be  funded  after 
the  completion  of  the  payments,  upon  presenta- 
tion to  the  Commissioners  of  Lords  for  the  8ute 
where  the  payments  have  been  made. 

Certificates  of  funded  stock  will  also  be  iasned, 
if  the  holders  of  scrip  certificates  shall  desire  it, 
for  the  amount  of  any  instalment  paid,  after  the 
payment  of  the  next  succeeding  inst^ment. 

The  funded  stock  to  be  thus  issued  will  be  ir- 
redeemable till  after  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1826;  will  be  transferable  in  the  same  mRuner  as 
the  other  funded  stock  of  the  United  Stntes;  and 
will  be  charged  for  the  regular  and  qoarterly  pay- 
ment of  its  interest,  and  for  the  uldmRte  reiB- 
bursement  of  its  principal,  upon  the  amiaai  faad 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  d^ 
of  the  United  States  in  the  manner  pointed  oat  ta 
the  aforesaid  act  of  the  24th  of  March,  1814. 
a  W.  CAMPBELL^ 

Secretary  cf the  TYtasmy. 

Co. 
Baltimorr,  AugvA  22, 1814. 
Sir:  I  will  take  eighteen  hundred  thousaRd 
dollars  of  the  six  millions  loan,  at  the  rate  of  eighty 
per  cent.  The  periods  of  payment  to  be  in  eoo- 
formity  with  your  advertisement  for  pcoponis; 
and  the  banks  into  which,  the  pay  meats  shall  be 
made,  are  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  aad  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Baltimore. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  A.8MITHL 
Q.  W.  Campbell,  Esq.,  Sec^ry  TVetu^. 

Cb. 

Trbasurt  Drpastmrht, 

Augval  31, 1814. 

Sir:  That  part  of  the  loan  of  six  miiiloRs  of 

dollars  for  whieh  the  proposals  were  accepted,  hsf 

been  taken  at  the  rate  of  eighty  dollarsi  in  moaey, 

for  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock.     Yoar  pnyssal 

for dollars  being  at  that  rate,  or  Rt  ose  mote 

favorable  for  the  United  States,  has  beeaseeepted^ 
and  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  your  paymcots 
into  the  bank  or  banks  specified  in  you  propoaali 
in  the  manner,  and  at  the  times  suted  in  tke  pub- 
lic notification.  But  as  some  delay,  the  cross  of 
which  is  doubtless  known  to  yoa,  has  uRRveirf- 
ably  uken  place  in  advising  you  of  the  aecepiaaee 
of  your  proposal,  the  first  payment  may,  if  year 
convenience  shall  require  it,  be  made  on  tAeJOth 
instead  of  the  10th  of  September,  rs  re^fiied  by 
the  public  notification.  This,  however,  vfll  not 
affect  the  sul^sequent  instalments,  which  an,  ikeT- 
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ertheless,  to  be  paid  on  the  dafs  already  fixed,  tIz; 
tlie  10th  daf  of  the  months  of  October,  Novem- 
ber and  December. 

The  same  causes  which  hate  occasioned  a  de- 
lay in  advising  you  of  the  acceptance  of  yoor  pro- 
posal, will  perhaps  render  it  impossible  to  place 
the  scrip  certificates  in  the  hands  of  cashiers  o( 
the  banks  where  the  payments  are  to  be  made,  by 
the  time  at  which  the  first  instalment  will  be  pay- 
able, if  this  should  be  the  case,  you  will  please 
to  receive  from  the  cashier  bis  receipt  for  the 
amount  which  you  may  pay,  to  be  subsequently 
exchanged  for  a  scrip  certificate,  when  those  pa- 
pers shall  be  readv  for  delivery. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
G.  W.  CAMPBELL, 
Secretary  of  the  Treamrtf. 

The  above  letter  was  addressed  to  the  follow- 
ing persons,  who  made  proposals  for  the  sums  af- 
fixed to  their  namea  respectirely,  viz : 
Wiliam  Rice,  Portsmonth  New  HanqMhire       943,000 

Heniy  8.  L^igdon,  do 86,000 

Amasa  StetMMi,  Boston  ...  37,000 
Jesae  Patnam,        do^  -  •         15,000 

Ifathan  Wateiman,  jr.,  Providence  Rhode 

Island 10,000 

Joho  8.  Sbeaiman,  Newport,  do.  -  -  3^000 
John  Savage,  Philadelphia  -  .  •  -  S40/M)0 
l^ilMam  W.  Smith,  do.  -  -  -  100,000 
William  Patterwn  and  Sons,  Baltimore  -  70,000 

Dennis  A.  Smith,  do.  -  -  •  1,800,000 
JtmM  L.  Hawkins^      do.      -        -        -  16^000 

John  P.  Van  Ness,  and  others,  Washington  201,000 
DaTid  English,  Georgetown    -        -        -  86,000 

John  Lnkensr  Charleston  ...  47,800 
George  M.  Desderick,  Nadiville      -        -         60,000 


•S,7S3,800 


There  has  been  sabsequently  offered,  and  ac- 
cepted, proposals  from  the  undermentioned  per- 
sons, for  the  following  sums,  viz : 
George  T.  Dunbar,  Baltimore         -        -        120,000 
Clement  Smith,  Georgetown  ...         87,000 


$207,000 


Of  the  persons  who  originally  made  j 
the  following  have  given  notice  that  '^ 
not  carry  them  into  effect : 
John  Savage,  Philade^hia 
William  W.  Smith,       de.     -       -       • 
Wifliam  PattenoB  and  Sent,  Bahanwe  • 


•240,000 

100,000 

70^000 


S)rt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this 
oard,  dated  the  sixth  day  of  the  present  month, 
and  in  the  statements  therein  referred  to,  which 
are  herewith  transmitted,and  prayed  to  be  received 
as  part  of  this  report. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 

President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tern. 

JAMES  MONROE, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State* 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasury, 
Washington,  February  6, 1815*. 


•410,000 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  resi)ectfully  re- 
porto  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund — 
That  the  balanco  of  moneys  advanced  on  account  of 
the  public  debt,  remaining  unexpended  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1812,  and  apnlicahle  to  payments  fidling 
due  after  that  year,  which  balance,  aa  appears  by  the 
statement  B,  annexed  to  the  Isist  annual  x^r^ 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Februaiy  6,  1816.] 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
spectfuUv  report  to  Congress  as  follows : 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report,  of 
the  5th  of  February,  1814,  so  far  as  the  same 
have  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  re< 


amounted  to 

Together  with  sums  disbursed  firom 
the  Treasury  during  the  year  1818, 
on  account  of  the  orincipal  and  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt,  which  sums, 
as  appears  by  the  statement  C,  an- 
nexea  to  the  last  annual  report, 
amounted  to         •       ... 

Together  with  a  further  sum  arising 
from  profit  in  exchange  on  remit* 
tanoes  from  America  to  Eurone,  du- 
ring the  year  1818,  amonnung,  as 
appears  by  the  statement  D,  an- 
nexed to  the  last  annu- 
al report,  to  •  $98,452  06 

From  whidi  is  to  be  de-- 
ducted,  as  explained  in 
the  note  to  the  state- 
ment B,  annexed  to 
this  report,  the  sum  of      6,202  20 


And  with  a  Ihrther  sum,  being  the  dif- 
lerence  between  the  principal  of 
stock  purchased  during  the  year 
1818,  and  the  money  paid  for  the 
same,  of       -        -        •        -       - 


$335,826  04 


.    11,110,117  48 


92;M9  $6 


1,902  84 


And  amounting,  together,  to    -        •  ft  1,640,095  67 


Have  been  accounted  for  in  in  the  following 

ner,  m: 

L  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasuiy,  during  the  year 
1818,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  mone^  hereto- 
fore advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  puUic  debt*  aa 
appears  1)7  the  statement  E,  annexed  to  the  last  an- 
nual report,  the  sum  of  -        -       -         $2,002  48 

IL  The  sums  actually  applied  dniing 
the  year  1818,  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  puUic 
debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts 
rendered  to  the  Treasuiy  Depart* 
ment,  amounted,  as  will  appear  by 
the  annexed  statement  A,  to  ten 
millions  seTen  hundred  and  sevens- 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  dollars  forty-nine  cents. 


1499 


APPSKBIX. 


ISOO 


State  rftke  Sinkmf  F\aid. 


.  In   reunbnxieiiieiit 

of  the  principal  of 

the  public  debt       -  $7,177,489  S7 
.  On  ecconnt  of  the 

iotereet  end  dierget 

on  the  eame  -        -    3,190465  9% 


Oft  the   tonnife  of 


10,776,887  49 


m.  The  beience  remaining uneypend- 
ed,  at  the  doee  of  the  year  1813, 
and  applicable  to  paymente  iUUng 
dne  after  that  year,  aa  aacertained 
bj  aeeowita  rendered  to  the  TVea- 
aniy  T 


appear 
B,  to 


Department  amoimted,aa  will 
■r  by  the  annexed  statement 


761,306  76 


•11,640,090  67 


That,  doling  the  year  1814,  the  following  diabarae- 
menta  were  made  ont  of  the  Treaaory,  on  acooont  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  yjjt  i 
I.  On  aeoonnt  of  the  interest  and  re- 
imbonement  of  the  funded  domes- 
tic debt         94,937,461  33 

S.  On  aooonnt  of  the  principal  and 
intereat  of  temporary  loans*  ru  : 
Reimbttisement  of  prin- 
cipal       -        -        .  860,000  00 
Pigrment  of  interest     •    67,798  00 


3.  On  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  Treasuiy  notes 

4.  On  account  of  the  interest  on  Lou- 
isiana stock,  p^able  in  Europe     - 

Amonlitmg,  together,  aa  will  appear  by 
Ike  annexed  list  of  warrants,  marked 


307.798  90 
2,979,783  40 
161,847  06 


G,to 


•8^386,880  69 


Which  disbursements  were  amdeovlerih*  Mewing 
iwids,  tIi: 

I.  Fssaa  the  balnee  of  the  annual  appropriation  of 
eight  millions  of  doHam  Ibr  the  year  1818,i«animag 
unexpended  at  the  «nd  of  that  year,  wUeh  balance 
amounted,  as  elated  In  Hm  last  an- 
nual report,  to  -  -  •  - 
!!•  Tmm  the  funds  constituting  the 
feal  ammypriation  of  eight  mil- 
I  of  dcAlais  Ibr  the  year  ltl4, 


449,904  11 


FMtt  dM  fend  arising  from  the  interest 
on  the  debt  transferred  to  the  Com- 
miMioaeni  of  the  Bfaiking  Fund,  aa 
per  statement  I       $9,003,496  64 

mm  the  fend  arising 
from  thenet  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  pub- 
lie  lands,  being  the 
amount  received  into 
the  Treasury  from 
the  1st  of  October, 
1813,  to  the  dOth  of 
September,  1814,  as 
per  sUteiEnent  K,    -    1,091,068  19 

From  the  proceeds  of 
duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported,  and 


4,633,736  10 


Which  sum  of  -        -  $7,668,889  83 
Being   deducted  from 

the  annual  appropri* 

ationof-  -    8,000,000  00 


Leaves  an  undrawn 
balance^  to  be  applied 
in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propiiatkm  fer  the 
year  1816^  of  - 


97,668L^M9  83 


341,710  17 


in.  From  repayments  into  the  Tre»- 
sury,  on  account  of  moneys  hereto- 
fore advanced  At  the  pajTment  of  in- 
tefeafe  on  the  Louisuaa  stock  in 
Europe,  and  for  the  payment  of  tho 
principal  and  interest  of  Treesury 
notes,  as  will  appear  by  the  an- 
nexed statement  E        ... 


880^336  65 


9,9361809  99 

Tliat  the  disbwsements  above  men- 
tioned, together  with  the  bahnee 
above  staled,  which  remained  on- 
expended  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1813,  of 79i;90lf  75 

Together  vHth  a  forther  sum  aiiriig' 
from  profit  in  exchange,  on  remit- 
tances from  America  to  Europe, 
made  in  the  year  1814,  and  amouiit- 
ittg,  as  appears  by  Um  annexed 
sUtement  D,  to     -  •  l^JSgl  %\ 


Making  together 


t9,107.919  96 


Wm  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  anmul 
eottfoimity  with  the  aeeounta  whidi 
been  rendered  to  the  Treasury 

That,  in  the  maantime,  the 
said  sum  has  been  api»U»d  is  estiauatod  aa 
L   The  repayments  into  the  Trenaorv  e« 

of  the  principal  of  moneys  advn9c«i  foi  ^ 

ment  of  interest  on  the  Louisiana  sloc&  In. 

and  for  the  payment  of  prindpnl  and 

Tmasury  notes,  have  amounted,  during  the 

1814,  as  by  the  above-mentmn«d 

atatement  E,  to     - 
n  The  sums  actutBy  apj^ied,  doitiig 

the  year  1814,  to  the  ptineipal  and 

hitoni*  of  the  pubUe  debV  •»  erti- 

mated  as  foUowe: 
L  Brid  in  raimlinw— int  of  Hm  prim> 

i»at  of  public  debt   94,383,736  90 
%.  Md  on  account  of 

interest  and  chargea 

on  the  same  -       •     4^686,918  64 


«f 

Mr 

6S 


As  will  appear  by  the  annexed  state- 
ment F         

m.  The  balance  which  remained  un- 
expended at  the  end  of  the  year 
1814,  and  applieaUe  to  payments 
foiling  due  after  that  ye«,  is  eelami^ 
ted,  per  annexed  atateoMnt  O,  aft  - 


8,870,0^14 


9BA97J^lt  96 


UOl 
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That,  agiaaably  to  th*  teimi  of  the  cootrtctft  faj 
which  cart«iit  teo^rvy  loans  had  heretofore  been  ob- 
Uined»  under  the  antheiity  of  the  act  of  the  Uth  of 
Marcht  1813,  the  initalments  of  the  Mowing  loana, 
which  became  payable  in  ihe  jear  1814,  were  du^ 
paid  at  the  times  when  thej  reepectiTely  became 
m jeble,  m : 
To  the  Bank  of  Baltimore,  on  the 

16th  NoTember,  1814    -        .        -      f  100,000  00 
To  the  State  Bank,  at  Charleston,  on 

the  1st  December,  1814  -         150,000  00 


tSAO,000  00 


Two  inatalments  of  $250,000  each,  whieh  be- 
came payable  on  the  16th  and  Slst  Decemberj 
1814,  to  the  Suce  Bank,  Boston,  were  not  paid, 
it  baring  been  impraocicablfi  in  coasequeoce  of 
the  geaeral  suspension  of  payments  in  specie,  by 
tbe  banks,  to  transfer  the  amount  from  those  banks 
in  which  the  moneys  of  the  Treasury  were  de- 
posited,  to  3oston,  wiiere  the  pavment  was  to  be 
made,  and  equally  impracticable  to  obtain  the 
money  on  the  spot  for  that  purpose. 

That,  during  the  year  1814,  aDd  on  tbe  1st  of 
January,  1815;  Treasury  notes  became  payable 

iin  addition  to  those  payable  in  the  months  of 
anuary  and  February,  1814,  for  the  payment  of 
which  money  was  advanced  in  the  year  1813,  as 
stated  in  the  annual  report  of  February,  1814) 
amounting  to  $5,357,300.    Of  these,  there  was 
paid,  or  money  advanced  from  the  Treasury  for 
their  payment,  notes  amounting  to  $2,558,100,  at 
the  times  and  places  stated  in  tne  annexed  state- 
ment, marked  L.    From  the  same  causes  as  those 
above  stated,  which  prevented  the  reimbursement 
of  the  temporary  loans  jyayaUe  to  the  State  Bank, 
Boston,  it  was  impracticable  to  provide  at  the 
'        Treasury  for  the  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the 
:        above  mentioned  notes ;  and  they  remain  tinpaid, 
amounting  to  $2,709,200.    The  times  when,  and 
the  places  at  which,  they  became  payable,  are 
I        exhibited  in  the  annexed  autameot,  marked  M. 
,  For  the  payment  of  tho  dividend  on  tbe  domet- 

I  tic  funded  debt,  payable  at  the  Loan  Office  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1814,  the 
j  Commissioner  of  Loans  was  furnished  with  a 
draft  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
State  Bank,  Boston,  he  having  at  that  time  a 
much  larger  sum  than  was  necessary  for  this  ob« 
ject.  deposited  to  his  credit  in  that  bank.  The 
draft  was,  nevertheless,  if  fused  payment  by  the 
bank,  except  upon  the  condition  of  paying  the 
public  creditors,  whose  dividends  amoaotod  to 
one  hundred  dollars,  or  upwards,  ia  Treasury 
notes ;  and  the  payment  to  such  of  the  creditor«, 
as  have  been  paid,  is  understood  to  have  been 
made  in  that  way.  « 

For  the  payment  of  the  dividend,  payable  at 
the  same  Loan  Office,  on  the  1st  day  of  January 
1815,  the  Treasury  was  unable,  from  the  causes 
above  stated,  to  make  any  other  provision  than 
that  of  Treasury  notes ;  and  such  of  the  public 
creditor8,as  have  received  their  dividends  payable 
that  day,  at  that  Loan  office,  have  been  paid  in 
those  notes. 


A  sutement  marked  H,  iaanacmd.  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  stock  transferred  to  the  Ccmmisi- 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  standing  to  their 
credit  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  3Jlst 
Pecember,  1814. 

Ail  whioh  is  respectfully  snbmitted, 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secretary  of  th^TVe^mry. 

FiBauART  6, 1815. 

[The  tabular  statements  are  oa^tted.] 


IMPROVEMENT  AND  INCREASfil  OP  THE 
MILITART  ESTABLISHMENT. 

[Conimunieated  to  the  Senate,  November  9,  IS  14.] 

Senate's  Committee  Chamber, 

September  22, 18U. 
See:  In  obedience  to  instructions  froni  the 
committee^  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  accompanying  resolution,  1  do  myself  the 
honor  to  ask  information  from  you  ^pon  the  fol- 
lowing points  : ' 

Ist.  What  are  the  defects  i.n  the  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment  1 

2d.  What  further  provisions,  by  law,  are  deemr 
ed  necessary  to  remedy  such  defects  7 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration. 

WM.  B.  OILES,  Outitman. 
The  Hon.  Ja»b«  Mom roe» 
Acting  Secretary  of  War, 

Committee  Chamber,  Sept,  24, 1814. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  I  now  do  myself 
the  honor  of  enclosing,  for  your  considaration,  a 
resolaiion  of  the  Senate  of  thei^Sd  inctaat,*  and 
of  requesting  that,  in  replying  to  the  inquiries 
made  by  the  committee  on  yesterday,  yon  will 
give  such  informati^ai  and  insaeh  manner,  io 
relation  to  tbe  objects  of  the  said  resoiation,  as 
you  may  judge  advisable. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  toaccepta^sarancesm  my  high 
eonideration. 

WM.  B.  GILBS,  Chairman. 

The  Hon.  Jambs  Monroe, 
AcHng  Secretary  of  War. 

DBPARTMBirt  or  Wam, 

October  17, 1814. 
Sir  :  The  freat  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
the  ^ther  duties  of  the  Department,  which  could 
not  fail  to  be  verf  seasibly  felt,  at  so  tateresting 
a  period,  by  a  person  who  had  just  taken  charge 
of  it,  are  my  apology  for  not  answering  your  let- 
ter of  the  23d  of  fikptember.  at  an  earlier  day,  on 
the  defects  of  the  present  Milicary  Establiihment. 

•Ruolnd^  That  the  Committee  on  MiUtsiy  Ai&irs 
be  instmeted  to  inqtme  into  dse  state  of  pvaparations 
for  the  defonce  of  the  City  of  Wsuhington,  and  whs* 
ther  any  farther  piovisions>  by  Isw,  be  nsossssry  fiv 
that  object 
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Dae  Goosideration  has  been  bestowed  on  the 
tobjeet-matter  of  that  letter,  and  I  have  tiow  the 
honor  to  submit  to  the  committee  the  following 
report: 

1.  That  the  present  Military  Bsublishment, 
amounting  to  63,448  men,  be  presenred  and  made 
complete,  and  that  the  most  efficient  means  au- 
thorized by  the  Constitution,  and  consistent  with 
the  equal  rights  of  our  fellow-citizens,  be  adopted 
to  fill  the  ranks,  and  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

2.  That  a  permanent  force^  consisting  of  not 
less  than  40,000  men,  in  addition  to  the  present 
Military  Establishment,  be  raised,  for  the  defence 
of  our  cities  and  frontiers,  under  an  engagement 
by  the  Execlitire  with  each  corps  that  it  shall  be 

.  emj^oyed  in  that  service  within  certain  specified 
limits.  And  that  a  proportional  augmentation  of 
general  officers  of  each  grade,  and  other  staff,  be 
provided  for. 

3.  That  the  corps  of  engineers  be  enlarged. 

4.  That  the  ordnance  department  be  amended. 
Respecting  the  enlargement  of  the  corps  of 

engineers,  I  shall  submit  hereafter  a  more  detailed 
communication. 

For  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  ordnance 
department,  I  submit  a  report  from  the  senior  of- 
ficer in  that  department,  now  in  this  city,  which 
is  approved. 

I  shall  be  ready  and  happy  to  communicate  such 
further  remarks  and  details  on  these  subjects  as 
the  committee  may  desire,  and  shall  request  per- 
mission to  suggest,  hereafter,  the  result  of  further 
attention  to,  and  reflection  on,  our  Military  Estab- 
lishment generally,  should  anything  occur  which 
may  be  deemed  worthy  ita  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect^  your 
very  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  William  B.  Qilbs, 

Ouiirman  (hmmUtee  an  Military  Afairg. 

Ej^planaUny  ObtermMiiom. 

In  providing  a  force  necessary  to  bring  this  war 
to  a  happy  termination,  the  nature  of  the  crisis 
in  which  we  are  involved,  and  the  extent  of  its 
dangers,  claim  particular  attention.  If  the  means 
are  not  fully  adequate  to  the  end,  discomfiture 
must  inevitably  ensue. 

It  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  it  is  the  object 
of  (he  British  Qoveroment,  by  striking  at  the 
principal  sources  of  our  prosperity,  to  diminish 
the  importanccL  if  not  to  destroy  the  political  ex- 
istenee  of  the  United  States.  If  ny  doubt  re- 
mained on  this  sni^ect,  it  has  been  compMely 
removed  by  the  despatches  from  our  Ministers  at 
Ghent,  which  were  latelv  laid  before  Congress. 

A  nation  contending  for  its  existence  against 
«n  enemy  powerful  by  land  and  sea,  favored,  ina 
peculiar  manner,  by  extraordinary  events,  must 
make  freat  exertions,  and  suffer  great  sacrifices. 
Forced  to  contend  again  for  our  liberties  and  in- 
dependence, we  are  called  on  for  a  display  of  all 
the  patriotism  which  distinguished  our  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  first  great  struggle.  It  may  be 
fairly  concluded  that  if  the  United  States  sacri- 


fice any  right,  or  make  any  dishonoraUe  conces- 
sion to  the  demands  of  the  British  Gorenimettt, 
the  spirit  of  the  nation  will  be  broken,  and  the 
foundations  of  their  union  and  independence  alia- 
ken.  The  United  States  must  reltnqnish  no  righ  t 
or  perish  in  the  struggle.  There  is  no  interme- 
diate ground  to  rest  on.  A  concession  on  oi&e 
point  leads  directly  to  the  surrender  of  every  other. 
The  result  of  the  contest  cannot  be  doabtfal.  The 
highest  confidence  is  entertained  that  the  stronger 
the  pressure,  and  the  greater  the  danger,  the  more 
firm  and  vigorous  wiU  be  the  resistanca  and  the 
more  successful  and  glorious  the  result. 

It  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  Uy 
waste  and  destroy  onr  cities  and  Tillages^  and  to 
desolate  our  coast,  of  which  examples  nave  al- 
ready been  afforded.  It  is  evidently  nia  intention 
to  press  the  war  along  the  whole  extent  of  our 
seaboard,  in  the  hope  of  exhausting  equally  the 
spirits  of  the  people  and  the  national  resources. 
There  is  also  reason  to  presume  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention to  press  the  war  from  Canada  on  the  ad- 
joining States,  while  attempts  are  made  on  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  other  important  points, 
with  a  view  to  the  vain  project  of  dismembo'ment 
or  subjugation.  It  may  be  inferred  likewise^  to 
be  a  part  of  the  scheme,  to  continue  to  inimde 
this  part  of  the  Union,  while  a  separate  force  at- 
tacks the  State  of  Louisiana,  ia  the  hope  of  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  city  of  NewOrleaaS|  and  of 
the  mouth  cf  the  Mississippi,  that  great  inlet  and 
key  to  the  commerce  of  all  that  portion  of  the 
United  States  lying  westward  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains.  The  peace  in  Enrope  haTing  given 
to  the  enemy  a  large  disposable  tbrcei  has  enen- 
tiallv  favored  these  objects. 

The  advantage  which  a  great  naral  soperiority 
gives  to  the  enemy,  by  enabling  him  to  move 
troops  from  one  quarter  to  another,  from  Maine 
to  the  Mississippi,  a  coast  of  two  thousand  miles 
extent,  is  very  considerable.  Eren  a  smai/ibree. 
moved  in  this  manner,  for  the  purposes  avowea 
by  the  British  commanders,  cannot  fail  to  be  sen- 
sibly felt;  more  especially  by  those  who  are  moat 
exposed  to  it.  It  is  obvious  that,  if  the  militia  are 
to  be  relied  on,  principally,  for  tne  defence  of  oar 
Cities  and  coast  against  these  predatory  and  deso- 
lating incursions,  wherever  they  may  be  made, 
that,  by  interfering  with  their  ordinary  pnrsnits 
of  industry,  it  must  be  attended  with  senons  in- 
terruption and  loss  to  them,  and  an  injury  to  the 
public,  while  it  greatly  increases  the  expense.  It 
IS  an  object,  therefore,  of  the  highest  importasee, 
to  provide  a  regular  force  with  the  means  of 
transporting  it  from  one  quarter  to  another,  iloiig 
our  coast,  thereby  following  the  movenenta  of 
the  enem^,  with  the  greatest  possible  rapidity, 
and  repelling  the  dttack  wherever  it  may  be  mad^ 
These  remarks  are  eoually  true  as  to  the  militii 
service  generally,  under  the  present  organizatisa 
of  the  militia,  and  the  short  terms  of  service  pre- 
scribed by  law.  It  may  be  stated  with  osafi- 
dence,  that  at  least  three  times  the  force,  ia  mili- 
tia, has  been  employed  at  onr  principal  eiiies^ 
along  the  coast  and  on  the  frontier,  in  Btrching 
to,  and  returning  thence,  that  woald  have  been 
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neqcssaiy  in  regular  troops;  and  that  the  expense 
attendiDg  It  has  been  more  than  proportioaablf 
augmented,  from  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impos- 
sibility of  preseryiuff  the  same  degree  of  system 
in  the  militia  as  in  the  regular  serTice. 

But  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  repel  these  pre- 
datory and  desolating  incursions.  To  bring  the 
war  to  an  honorable  termination,  we  must  not  be 
contented  with  defending  ourselTCs.  Different 
feelings  must  be  touched,  and  apprehensions  ex- 
cited, in  the  British  Gtovernment.  By  pushing 
the  war  into  Canada,  we  secure  the  friendship  of 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  command  their  services, 
otherwise  to  be  turned  by  the  enemy  against  us ; 
we  relieve  the  coast  from  the  desolation  which  is 
intended  for  it,  and  we  keep  in  our  hands  a  safe 
pledge  for  an  honorable  peace. 

It  follows,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  it 
-will  be  necessary  to  bring  into  the  field,  next 
camnaign,  not  less,  than  one  hundred  thousand 
regular  troops.  Such  a  force,  aided,  in  extraor- 
dinary emergencies,  by  rolunteers  and  the  militia, 
will  place  us  above  ail  inquietude  as  to  the  final 
result  of  this  contest.  It  will  fix  on  a  solid  and 
imperishable  foundation,  our  Union  and  independ- 
ence, on  which  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  our 
fellow-citizens  so  essentially  depend.  It  will  se- 
cure to  the  United  States  an  early  and  advan- 
tageous peace.  It  Will  arrest,  in  the  further  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  the  desolation  of  our  cities  and 
our  coast,  by  enabling  us  to  retort  on  the  enemv 
those  calamities  which  our  citizens  have  been  al- 
ready doomed  to  suffer — a  resort  which  self  de« 
fence  alone,  and  a  sacred  regard  for  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  nation,  could  induce  the  United 
States  to  adopt. 

The  return  of  the  regular  force  now  in  service. 
laid  before  you,  will  show  how  many  men  will 
be  necessary  to  fill  the  present  corps;  and  the  re- 
turn of  the  numerical  rorce  of  the  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment  will  show  how  many  are  re- 
quired to  complete  it  to  the  number  proposed. 
The  next  and  most  important  inquiry  is,  how 
shall  these  men  be  raised  ?  Under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  evident  that  the  most  prompt 
and  efficient  mode  that  can  be  devised,  consistent 
with  the  equal  rights  of  every  citizen,  ought  to 
be  adopted.  The  following  plans  are  respectfully 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 
Being  distinct  in  their  nature^  I  will  present  each 
separately,  with  the  considerations  applicable  to  it. 

Fir$i  Plan. 

Let  the  free  male  population  of  the  United 
States,  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  be 
formed  into  classes  of  one  hundred  men  each,  and 
let  each  class  furnish  four  men  for  the  war,  with- 
in thirty  days  after  the  classification,  and  replace 
aham  in  the  event  of  casualty. 

The  classification  to  be  formed  with  a  view  to 
the  equal  distribution  of  property  among  the  sev- 
eral classes. 

If  any  class  falls  to  provide  the  men  required 
of  it,  within  the  time  specified,  they  shall  be 
raised  by  draught  on  the  whole  dais,  any  person 
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thus  draughted  being  allowed  to  furnish  a  sub- 
stitute. 

The  present  bounty  io  land  to  be  allowed  to 
each  recruit,  and  the  present  bounty  in  money, 
which  Is  paid  to  each  recruit  by  the  United  Slates, 
to  be  paid  to  each  drausht  by  all  the  inhabitants 
within  the  precinct  of  the  class  within  which  the 
draught  may  be  made,  equally,  according^  to  the 
value  of  the  property  which  they  may  respect- 
ively possess ;  and  ir  such  bounty  be  not  paid 

within days,  the  same  to  be  levied  on  all  the 

taxable  propertv  of  the  said  inhabitants ;  and,  in 
like  manner,  the  bounty,  whatever  it  may  be, 
which  may  be  employed  in  raising  a  recruit,  to 
avoid  a  draught,  to  he  assessed  on  the  taxable 
property  of  the  whole  precinct. 

The  recruits  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  recruits 
ing  officer  in  each  district,  to  be  marched  to  such 
places  of  general  rendezvous  as  may  be  designa* 
ed  by  the  Department  of  War. 

That  this  plan  will  be  efficient  cannot  be  doubl- 
ed. It  is  evident  that  the  men  contemplated  may 
soon  be  raised  by  it.  Three  modes  occur  by  which 
it  may^  be  carried  into  effect :  IsL  By  placing  the 
execution  ofit  io  the  hands  of  the  county  courts 
throughout  the  United  States:  2d.  By  relyingon 
the  militia  officers  in  each  county  :  3d.  By  ap« 
pointing  particular  persons  for  that  purpose  in 
every  county.  It  is  believed  that  either  of  these 
modes  would  be  found  adequate. 

Nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  well  founded 
objection  to  the  right  in  Congress  to  adopt  this 
plan,  or  to  its  equality  in  its  application  to  our 
fellow-citizens  individually.  Congress  have  a 
right,  by  the  Constitution,  to  raise  regular  armies, 
and  no  restraint  is  imposed  on  the  exercise  of  it, 
except  in  the  provisions  which  are  intended  to 
guard  generally  against  the  abuse  of  powerj  with 
none  of  which  does  this  plan  interfere.  It  is  pro- 
posed that  it  shall  operate  on  all  alike ;  that  none 
shall  be  exempted  from  it  except  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States,  and  the  Qovernors 
of  the  several  States. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  Congress 
could  not  carry  this  power  into  effect^  otherwise 
than  by  aecepung  the  voluntary  service  of  indi- 
viduals. It  might  happen  that  an  army  could  not 
be  raised  in  that  mode,  whence  the  power  would 
have  been  granted  in  vain.  The  safety  of  the 
State  might  depend  on  such  an  army.  Long-con- 
tinued invasions,  conducted  by  regular,  well  dis- 
ciplined troops,  can  best  be  repelled  by  troops, 
kept  constantly  in  the  field,  and  equally  well  dis- 
ciplined. Courage  in'an  army  is,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, mechanical.  A  small  body,  well  trained, 
accustomed  to  action,  gallantly  led  on,  often 
breaks  three  or  four  times  the  number  of  more 
respecuble  and  more  brave,  but  raw  and  undis- 
ciplined troops.  The  sense  of  danger  is  dimin- 
ished by  frequent,  exposure  to  it,  without  harm ; 
and  confidence,  even  in  the  timid,  is  inspired  by 
a  knowledge  that  reliance  may  be  placed  on  oth- 
ers, which  can  grow  op  only  by  service  together. 
The  grant  to  Congress  to  rai!»e  armies,  was  made 
with  a  knowledge  of  all  these  circumstances,  and 
wHh  an  intention  that  it  should  take  effect.   The 
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ftmmen  of  ihe  Coostituiion,  and  the  States  who 
ratified  it,  kpew  the  advantage  which  an  enemy 
night  haveorcr  os,  by  regular  forces,  and  intend- 
ed to  place  their  codntrjr  on  an  equal  footing. 

The  idea  that  the  United  States  cannot  raise  a 
regular  army  in  aqy  other  mode  than  .bjr  accept- 
ing the  Toiantary  service  of  individuals,  is  believ- 
ed to  ,be  repugnant  to  the  uniform  confttroction 
of  all  erants  of  power,  and  equally  so  to  the  first 
principles  and  leading  objects  of  the  Federal  com- 
pact. An  unqualified  grant  of  power  gives  the 
means  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect.  This  is 
aa  universal  maxim,  which  admits  of  no  excep- 
tion. Equally  true  is  it,  that  the  conservation  of 
Ihe  State  is  a  duty  paramount  to  all  others.  The 
commonwealth  has  a  right  to  the  service  of  all 
its  cUizeos;  or,  rather,  the  citizens  composing  the 
commonwealth  have  a  right,  collectively  and  in- 
dividually, to  the  service  of  each  other,  to  repel 
any  danger  which  may  be  menaced.  The  man- 
ner in  which  the  service  is  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  citizens,  and  rendered  by  them,  are 
objects  of  legislation.  All  that  is  to  be  dreaded 
in  such  case,  is,  the  abuse  of  power ;  and,  happi- 
ly, our  Constitution  has  provided  ample  secuniy 
against  that  evil. 

In  support  of  this  right  in  Congress,  the  militia 
service  affords  a  coDclusive  proof  and  striking  ex- 
ample. The  ori^anization  of  the  militia  is  an  act 
of  public  authority,  not  a  voluntary  association. 
The.service  required  must  be  performed  by  all, 
under  penalties,  which  delinquents  pay.    The 

fenerous  and  patriotic  perform  them  cheerfully, 
n  the  alacriiy  with  which  the  call  of  the  Grov- 
ernment  has  been  obeyed,  and  the  cheerfulness 
with  which  the  service  has  been  performed 
throughout  the  United  States,  by  the  great  body 
of  the  militia,  there  is  abundant  cause  to  rejoice 
in  the  strength  of  our  Republican  institutions, 
and  in  the  virtue  of  the  people. 

The  plan  proposed  is  not  more  compulsive  than 
the  militia  serVioe,  while  it  is  free  from  most  of 
the  objections  to  it.  The  militia  service  calls 
from  home,  for  long  terms,  whole  districts  of 
eountry.  None  can  elude  the  ealL  Few  can 
avoid  the  service;  and  those  who  do  are  com- 
pelled to  pay  great' sums  for  substitutes.  This 
plan  fixes  on  no  one  personally,  and  opens  to  all 
who  chooee  it  a  chance  of  declining  the  service. 
It  is  a  principal  object  of  this  plan  to  engage  in 
the  defence  of  the  State  the  unmarried  and  youth- 
ful, who  can  best  defend  it,  and  best  be  spared, 
and  to  secure  to  those  who  render  this  important 
service  an  adequate  compensation  from  the  yol- 
imtary  contributions  of  the  more  wealthy,  in  ev- 
ery class.  Great  confidence  is  entertained  that 
such  contribution  will  be  made  in  time  to  avoid 
a  draught.  Indeed,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  ne- 
cessary and  inevitable  tendency  of  this  plan  to 
produce  that  effect. 

The  limited  powers  which  the  United  States 
have  in  organizing  the  militia  may  be  urged  as 
an  arguftient  against  their  right  to  raise  regular 
troops  in  the  mode  proposed.  If  any  aij^ument 
could  be  drawn  from  that  circumstance,  f  should 
suppose  that  it  would  be  in  faror  of  an  opposite 


conclusion.  The  power  «f  the  United  States 
over  the  militia  has  been  limited,  and  ibat  for 
raising  regular  armies  granted  without  Jimiintioa. 
There  #as  doubtless  some  object  in  this  arran^^ 
ment.  The  fair  inference  seems'  to  be,  that  it  was 
made  on  great  cdnsideration ;  that  the  limitation, 
in  tbe  first  instance,  was  iotentiooal,  the  conse- 
quence of  the  unqualified  |rant  in  the  second. 
But  it  is  said,  that,  by  drawmg  the  men  from  tbe 
militia  service  into  the  regular  army,  and  patting 
them  under  regular  officers,  you  violate  a  princi- 
ple of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  that  ihe 
militia  shall  be  commanded  by  their  own  offieera. 
If  this  was  the  fact,  the  conclusion  would  fnUov. 
But  it  is  not  the  fiact.  The  men  are  not  drawn 
from  the  militia,  but  from  the  population  of  the 
country.  When  they  enlist  voluntarily*  it  is  not 
aft  militiamen  that  they  acL  but  as  citizens.  If 
they  are  draughted,  it  must  be  in  the  same  sense. 
In  both  instances,  they  are  enrolled  in  the  militia 
corps;  but  that,  as  is  presumed,  cannot  prevent 
the  voluntary  act  in  the  one  instance  or  the  com- 
pulsive in  the  other.  Tbe  whole  popnlatioa  of 
the  United  States,  within  certain  ages,  belong  to 
these  corps.  If  the  United  States  could  nat  form 
regular  armies  from  them,  they  could  raise  none. 
In  proposing  a  draught  as  one  of  the  modes  of 
raising  men,  in  case  of  actual  nacessity,  in  the 
present  great  emergency  of  the  country,  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  examine  such  objections  to 
it  as  occurred,  particularly  those  of  a  Constitu- 
tional nature.  It  is  from  my  sacred  regard  for 
the  principles  of  our  Constitution,  that  I  hare 
ventured  to  trouble  the  committee  with  any  re- 
marks on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

Should  it  appear  that  this  mode  of  raising  re- 
cruits was  justly  objectionable,  on  account  o7  the 
tax  on  property,  from  difficulties  which  may  be 
apprehended  m  the  execution,  or  from  other 
causes,  it  may  be  advisable  to  declioe  the  tax, 
and  for  the  Government  to  pay  the  whole  boun- 
ty. In  this  case,  it  is  proposed  that,  ia  itea  of  the 
present  bounty,  the  sum  of  fiAy  dollars  be  allowed 
to  each  recruit  or  draught,  at  the  time  of  his  en- 
ea^ment,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  ad- 
dition to  the  present  bounty  in  land,  for  every  year 
that  the  war  may  continue. 

It  is  impossible  to  state,  with  mathematical  ac- 
curacy, the  number  whicn  will  be  raised  by  tbe 
ratio  of  4  to  100,  or  1  to  25,  nor  is  it  necessary. 
It  is  probable  that  it  will  be  rather  more  than 
sufficient  to  fill  the  present  corps.  Tbe  extra 
number,  in  that  case,  ooay  form  a  part  of  the/ocal 
force  in  eoalemplation,  a  power  to  that  effect  be- 
ing given  to  the  President. 

No  radical  change  in  the  present  Militarv 
Establishment  is  proposed.  Should  any  modifi- 
cation be  found  necessarjr,  on  further  consideia- 
tion,  it  will  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  com- 
munication. It  is  thought  advisable,  in  general, 
to  preserve 'the  corps  in  their  present  form,  and 
to  fill  them  with  new  recruits,  in  the  manner 
stated.  All* these  corps  have  already  seen  service, 
and  many  of  them  acquired  in  active  scenes  much 
experience  and  useful  knowledge.  By  preserving 
them  in  their  present  form,  and  under  their  piw- 
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eot  officers,  and  fitlinfi:  them  with  aew  recraits, 
the  improYemeat  of  the  latter  wil)  be  rapid.  In 
two  or  three  months^  it  will  be  difficult  to  distia- 
guish  between  the  new  and  old  leries. 

The  additional  force  to  be  provided  amounts 
to  forty  thousand  men.  Of  this  it  is  proposed 
that  local  corps  be  raised,  to  consist  partly  of  in- 
fantry, partly  of  mounted  men,  and  partly  of  ar- 
tillery. There  is  reason  to  believe  that  such  corps 
may  be  raised  in  the  principal  cities,  and  even  on 
the  frontiers,  to  serve  for  the  war,  under  an  en- 
gagement as  to  the  limit  beyond  which  they 
should  not  be  carried.  Every  able-bodied  citizen 
is  willing  and  ready  ta  fight  for  his  home,  his 
family,  and  his  country,  when  invaded.  Or  this 
we  have  seen  in  the  present  year  the  most  hono- 
rable and  gratifying  proofs.  It  does  not  suit  all, 
however,  to  go  great  distances  from  home.  This 
generous  and  p«itriotic  spirit  may  be  taken  ad- 
vantage of,  under  proper  arrangements,  with  the 
happiest  effects  to  the  country,  and  without  es- 
sential inconvenience  to  the  parties. 

The  officers  who  may  be  appointed  to  com- 
mand these  corps  should  be  charged  with  recruit- 
ing them.  Local  defence  being  their  sole  object, 
it  may  be  presumed  that  the  corps  will  soon  be 
raised.  Patriotism  alone  will  furnish  a  very  pow- 
erful iiijQtiva5  It  fieems  reasonable,  however,  that 
some,  recompense  should  be  made  to  those  who 
relieve  others  from  the  burden;  oae  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  fifty  dollars  to  each  recruit  will, 
it  is  presumed,  be  deemed  sufficient. 

It  IS  proposed  that  this  additional  force  shall 
form  a  part  of  any  plan  that  may  be  adopted. 

Sec&nd  Plan. 

This  plan  consists  of  a  elaaslfieatiOA  of  the  mi- 
litia, and  the  extension  of  their  terms  of  service. 

Let  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  be 
divided  into  the  following  eiasaes,  viz.: 

All  free  male  personsL  capable  of  service,  be- 
tween the  age  a  UlU  and  d5,  into  one  class ;  all 
those  hetw«eB  the  i^eeof  25  and  3d,  into  another 
elaas ;  add  those  hctwe««  33  and  45,  into  a  third 
class^ 

It  is  propoaedfUUo,  that  the  President  shall  have 
power  to  call  into  service  anjr  portion  of  either 
of  theae  chissee  which,  in  his  judgment,  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  country  may  require,  to  remain  in 
service  iwo  years  firom  the  time  each  corps  shall 
be  assemUed  at  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 

It  is  believed  that^i  shorter  term  than  two  years 
would  not  give  to  these  corps  the  efficiency  in 
military  operations  that  is  desired,  and  deemed 
indispeosaWe ;  nor  avoid  the  evils  that  are  so  sen- 
sibly felt,  and  generally  com plaiaed  of,  under  the 
present  arrangement.  It  requires  two  campaigns 
to  make  a  complete  soldier,  especially  where  the 
corps,  officers,  and  men,  are  alike  raw  and  inex- 
perienced. In  the  interim,  the  numbers  must  be 
multiplied,  to  supply  the  defect  of  discipline ;  and 
it  requires  the  extension  of  the  term  of  service, 
to  avoid  the  additional  proportional  aogmeota- 
tion  of  having  90  many  in  the  field  at  the  same 
time,  in  marching  to  the  frontier,  and  returnine 
from  it.    The  inconvenience  to  the  parties,  and 


loss  to  the  community,  iii  other  respects,  need  not 
be  repealed.  It  is  proper  to  add,  oniv.  that,  if 
substitutes  areallowed  in  this  service^  umustpm 
an  end  to  the  recruiting  of  men  for  the  regular 
Army,  especially  the  old  corps.  Of  the  justice  of 
this  remark  what  has  occurred  in  the  present  year 
has  furnished  full  proof.  It  follows  that,  if  this 
plan  is  adopted,  the  militia  must  be  relied  on 
principally,  if  not  altogether,  in  the  farther  pros- 
ecution of  the  war. 

The  additional  force  for  local  service,  amount- 
ing to  forty  thousand  men,  will  likewise  form  a 
part,  as  already  observed,  of  this  plan. 

Third  Plan. 

It  is  proposed  by  this  plan  to  ezeiapt  every  fire 
men  from  militia  service,  who  shall  find  one  to 
serve  for  the  war.  It  is  probable  that  some  re* 
cruits  nMght  be  raised  in  this  mode,  in  most  oreil 
of  the  States.  But  it  is  apprehended  that  it  would 
prevent  rosruiring  in  every  other  mode,  by  the 
nigh  bounty  which  ,8ome  of  the  wealthy  might 
l^ive.  The  consequence  woald  probably  be  very 
injurious,  as  it  is  notl>elieved  thatany  great  nuiil- 
her  could  be  raised  in  this  mode. 
F\mr&i  Plan. 

Should  all  the  preceding  plans  be  found  objec- 
tionable, it  remains  that  the  present  system  of  re- 
cruiting be  adhered  to.  with  an  auginentation  of 
the  bounty  in  land.  Should  this  be  preferred,  it 
is  advised  that,  in  addition  to  the  160  acres  of 
land  DOW  given,  100  be  allowed  annually  for  ev- 
ery year  while  the  war  lasts. 

These  plans  are  thought  more  deserving  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  than  any  that  have  ocur- 
red.  The  first,  for  the  reasons  stated,  is  preferred. 
It  isl>elieved  that  it  will  be  found  more  efficient 
against  the  enemy,  less  expensive  to  the  publiCi 
and  less  burdensome  on  our  fellow-citizens. 

It  has  likewise  the  venerable  sanction  of  our 
Revolution.  In  that  great  struggle,  resort  was 
had  to  this  expedient  for  fiUlog  the  ranks  of  oar 
regular  army,  with  decisive  effect 

It  is  not  intended  by  these  remarks,  should  the 
first  plan  be  adopted,  to  dispense  altog^er  wiA 
the  service  of  the  miittia.  Ahbougb  the  principal  • 
burden  of  the  war  may  thereby  be  taken  from  the 
militia,  reliance  most  still  be  placed  on  them  for 
important  aids,  especially  in  cases  of  sadden  ia« 
vasioo.  For  this  purpose  it  will  stiU^be  advise^ 
ble  that  the  men  be  classed  according  teage,  and 
that  their  term  of  service  he  prolonged.  Uvea 
should  this  plan  be  attended  with  all  the  advaa* 
tages  expected  of  it,  such  an  arrangement  could 
not  faH  to  produce  the  happiest  effect.  The  proof 
which  it  would  afford  of  the  impregnable  strength 
of  the  country,  of  the  patient  virtue  and  invinci- 
ble spirit  of  the  people,  woald  admonish  the  enemy 
how  vaiQ  and  fruitless  his  invasions  must  be,  and 
might  dispose  him  to  a  speedy,  just,  and  honora- 
ble peace. 

Of  the  very  ioi portent  services  already  rendered 
b^  the  militia,  even  under  the  present  organiza- 
tion, too  much  cannot  be  said.  If  the  United 
States  make  the  exertion  which  is  proposed,  it  is. 
probable  that  the  contest  will  soon  be  at  mn  end 
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It  caoDOt  be  doubted  that  it  is  la  their  power  ta 
expel  the  British  forces  from  this  coDtineDt,  should 
the  British  Goyernmeot.  hf  persereriog  in  its  un- 
just demands,  make  tnat  an  object  with  the 
American  people.  Against  our  united  and  vigor- 
ous efforts,  the  reskiance  of  the  enemy  will  soon 
become  light  and  feeble.  Success  in  every  fair 
and  honorable  claim  is  within  our  easy  grasp. 
And  surely  the  United  States  have  every  possible 
inducement  to  make  the  effort  necessary  to  secure 
it.  I  should  insult  the  understanding,  and  wound 
the  feelings  of  the  committee,  if  I  touched  on  the 
calamities  incident  to  defeat.  Dangers  which  are 
remote,  and  can  never  be  realized,  excite  no  alarm 
with  a  gallant  and  generous  people.  But  the  ad- 
Tftntages  of  success  have  a  fair  claim  to  their  de- 
liberate consideiatioo.  The  effort  which  we  have 
already  made  has  attracted  the  attention  and  ex- 
torted the  praise  of  other  nations.  Already  have 
most  of  the  absurd  theories  and  idle  speculations 
on  our  system  of  Qovemment  been  refuted  and 

fut  down.  We  are  now  felt  and  respected  as  a 
'ower,  and  it  is  the  dread  which  the  enemy  enter- 
tainsof  our  vast  resourcesand  growing  importance, 
that  has  induced  him  to  push  the  war  agaiqst  us, 
after  its  professed  objects  had  ceased.  Success  by 
the  discomfiture  of  bis  schemes,  and  the  attain- 
ment of  an  honorable  peace,  will  place  the  United 
States  on  higher  ground,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
world,  than  they  have  held  at  an^r  former  period. 
In  future  wars,  their  commerce  will  be  permitted 
to  take  its  lawful  range  unmolested.  Their  re- 
monstrances to  foVeign  Governments  will  not 
again  be  put  aside  unheeded.  Few  will  be  pre- 
sented, because  there  will  seldom  be  occasion  for 
them.  Our  Union,  founded  on  interest  and  affec- 
tion, will  have  acquired  new  strength  by  the 
proof  it  will  have  afforded  of  the  important  ad- 
vantages attending  it.  Respected  abroad,  and 
happy  at  home,  the  United  States  will  have  ac- 
complished the  great  objects  for  which  thev  have 
60  long  contended.  As  a  nation,  they  will  have 
little  to  dread ;  as  a  people,  little  to  desire. 

JSxtract  from  ManhalTs  Life  of  Woihingion  volume 
Athrpage^l. 

''In  ffeneral,  the  Assemblies  of  the  States  fol- 
lowed tne  example  of  Congress,  and  apportioned 
on  the  several  counties  or  towns,  within  the  State, 
the  quota  to  be  furnished  by  each.  This  division 
of  the  State  was  again  tobe  subdivided  into  classes, 
nod  each  whs  to  furnish  a  man  by  contributions 
or  laxeson  itself.  In  some  instances,  a  draught  was 
to  be  used  in  the  last  resort,  in  others  the  roan  was 
to  be  recruited  by  persons  apnointed  for  that  pnr- 
~)08e,  and  the  class  to  be  taxed  with  the  sum  given 
or  bis  bounty." 
Bxtradfrom  Ramsey' §  life  of  WashmgkMy  ^dvolume^ 
page%M. 

"Where  voluntary  enlistments  fell  short  of  the 
proposed  number,  the  deficiencies  were,  by  the 
laws  of  several  States,  to  be  made  up  by  draught 
on  lots  from  the  militia.  The  towns  io  New 
England,  and  the  counties  in  the  fiddle  States, 
"Were  respectively  called  on  for  a  specified  num- 
ber of  men.    Such  was  the  zeal  of  the  people  in 
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New  England,  that  neighbors  would  often  elect 
together  to  engaee  one  of  their  number  to  go 
into  |he  Army.  Maryland  directed  her  Lieuten- 
ants of  counties  to  class  all  the  property  in  their 
respective  counties  into  as  many  equal  classes  slm 
there  were  men  wanted,  and  each  class  was  bv 
law  obliged,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  to  farniah 
an  able-bodied  recruit  during  the  war;  and  u 
case  of  their  neglecting  or  refusing  to  do  so,  the 
county  Lieutenants  were  authorized  to  procure 
men  at  their  expense,  at  any  rate  not  exceeding 
fifteen  pounds  in  every  hundred  pouDdi' worth  of 
property  classed  agreeably  to  law.  Virginiftalso 
classed  her  citizens,  and  called  upon  the  respec- 
tive classes  for  every  fifteenth  man  for  public  ser- 
vice. Pennsylvania  concentrated  the  requisite 
power  in  the  President,  Mr.  Reed,  and  authorized 
nim  to  decree  forth  the  resources  of  the  Suie^ 
under  certain  limitations,  and,  if  necessary,  to  de- 
clare martial  law  over  the  State.  The  exeeutioa 
of  these  arrangements,  although  uncommonly 
vigorous,  lagged  far  behind." 

Sgnatb's  CoMMiTTn  Cbaxbbb. 

October  19, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  layug  heA»re  the 
Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Military  AfE^rs  the 
report  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  Co  me  oq 
the  17th,  and  received  on  the  18th  instant,  in  re* 
ply  to  a  former  communication ;  and,  after  the 
most  respectful  consideration  of  that  report,  I  ana 
instructed  by  the  Committee  to  ask  from  yoa  fur- 
ther information  upon  the  following  poinu: 

1st.  Whether  any  defects  have  b^n  heretofore 
discovered  in  the  existing  provisions  for  filling 
the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army  ?  If  so,  what  are 
the  defects? 

2d.  In  what  mode,  in  the  opinion  of  the  War 
Department,  could  such  defects  be  best  remedied 
by  legislative  provisions  1 

3d.  The  Committee  also  request  aa  outline  of 
the  plan  for  raising  the  forty  thoosaad  men  pro- 
posed by  your  report,  and  particularly  how  far 
limitations  are  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  law 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea^  in  the 
application  of  that  force  ? 

1  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  with  great  respect 
your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  GILES,  Cftasnmin. 

Hon.  Jambs  Monboe,  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Dbpartmeht,  OcL  21, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  vour  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have 
to  state  that  I  ahall  have  the  honor  of  an  inter- 
view  with  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  oa  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  at  half  after  nine  o'clock  UM&orrow 
morning,  at  the  house  in  which  Congreaa  holds 
its  session.  I  shall  then  be  happy  to  comma^ 
cate  to  the  Committee  the  views  of  this  Deptrr- 
meot  on  the  subjects  adverted  to  in  your  leiva. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reject,  sir^ 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  MONROR. 

Hon.  W«  B.  QiLEs,  Bcnate^  U.  S, 
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SbMATB's  COMMITTBB  CbAHBBR, 

October  21, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter 
of  the  same  date  herewith,  probably  by  mistake ; 
aod  immediately  sobmiitea  its  eootents  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  by  whom  I  am 
iflsuueted  to  inform,  you  that  the  committee  will 
be  happy  to  receive  your  personal  aueodance  to- 
morrow morning,  at  the  time  and  for  the  objects 
mentioned  in  your  letter. 

I  have  the  konor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  GILBS,  auiirman. 

Hon.  Jambs  Monboe,  Secretary  of  War. 

Adj't  and  Inspector  Gbn's  Office, 
WaeMngton^  October  22, 1814. 
Sir:  Bf  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  abstract  of 
the  general  return  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  to  October  Ist,  1814.  Should  the  committee 
require  a  more  general  return,  similar  to  the  one 
furnished  the  Military  Committee  of  the  House, 
it  could  be  furnished  in  the  course  of  the  next 
week.    I  am,  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

«  JOHN  R.  BELL, 

Ajuittanl  la^pector  Generai. 
Hon.  Mr.  Giles,  Senate  WaMngton. 

Betam  of  ihe  whole  namber  of  Recruit*  enlisted,  agree- 
ably to  the  act  of  Congrets,  passed  87th  of  Januaiy, 
1814,  for  the  seyerai  Corps  and  Regiments  of  the 
Army,  from  the  1st  of  February  to  the  SOth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814,indasive ;  agreeably  to  the  retoms  re- 
ceived at  this  office. 

-  848 

-  174 

-  346 

-  91 
•   .    -   46 

6 

•  168 
.  816 

-  -    -    -  180 
.  143 

-    -  810 

-  816 

-  806 
.  194 
.  159 
.  830 
.  180 

•  818 

-  868 

•  868 

-  88 

-  346 

-  163 
.  198 

-  163 
...  388 

-  108 

-  310 

-  -    -    -  166 

-  660 
.  146 


Regiment  light  artillezy 
Regiment  light  dragoons 

Corps  of  artiUeiy 

1st  regiment  infantry 

8d  do 

8d  do 

4th  do 

5th  do 

6th  do 

7th  do 

8th  do     *^ 

9tli  do 

10th  do 

11th  do 

18th  do 

18th  do 

14th  do 

16th  do 

16th  do 

17th  do 

IBth  ,           do 

19th  do 

80th  do 

Slst  do 

32d  do 

S3d  do 

S4th  do 

S6th  do 

86th  do 

87th  do 

88th  do 


89th  legiment  of  iidantiy 


30th 

do 

31st 

do 

38d 

do 

33d 

do 

34th 

do 

35th 

do 

36th 

do 

37th 

do 

38th 

do 

30th 

do 

40th 

do. 

41st 

do 

48d 

do 

48d 

do 

44th 

do 

46tfa 

do 

46th 

do. 

1st  rifle  regiment 

8d 

do 

3d 

do 

4th 

do 

608 

874 

161 

83^ 

181 
441 
368 
136 
336 
806 
198 


•  883 
^  188 
-  188 
.  898 

•  344 


Total 


-  146 
.  178 

-  184 

-  07 

-9^ 


It  will  be  perceived  that,  from  two  of  the  abore 
regiments,  no  return  o(  recruits  has  been  received  $ 
from  many  of  them  the  returns  for  September 
have  not  been  received.  The  whole  number  of 
recruits  made  since  the  panage  of  the  law  above 
referred  to,  ta  the  present  time,  may  be  estimated 
at  one  thousand  five  hiindred  more  than  the  above 
return. 
Adj't  and  IxtsPBOTOR  Gbn's  Offiob, 
October  26, 1814. 

JOHN  R.  BELL, 
A$Mtant  Inepector  GeneraL 

SbNATB's  GOMMITTflB  CbAMBBR, 

October  24, 1814. 

Sir  :  The  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Mill* 
tanr  Affairs  being  extremely  anxious  to  come  to 
a  final  determination  upon  the  object  of  its  ap- 
{K>intment,  and  deeming  some  further  informa- 
tion from  your  Department  essential  to  enable  it 
to  determine  correctly,  has  instructed  me  to  ask 
for  information  on  the  followiuff  points: 

1st.  To  what  causes  is  the  failure  in  the  recruit- 
ing service,  heretofore,  properly  attributable  ? 

2.  Has  such  failure  arisen  from  anv  failure  to 
place  the  requisite  sums  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  recruiting  officers ;  or,  has  it  arisen  from  the 
indisposition  of  the  citizens  to  enlist  ? 

Any  other  information  within  your  Depart- 
meot,  tending  to  throw  light  upon  this  subject, 
would  be  particularly  acceptable  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  WM.  B.  OILBS,  CSuurman. 

Hon  Jambs  Monrob,  Se^ry  of  War. 

War  Dbpabtmbnt,  Oct.  26. 1814* 
Sir:  In  reply  to  the  letter  which  T received 
from  you  of  tne  24th.  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  you  a  report  oi  the  Paymaster  General,  of 
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die  eoiDs  of  money  adTineed  oil  icdooat  of  Che 
HMSraiting  servioe,  since  the  27th  of  Jfanuerjr  last* 
I  tlso  transmit  a  return  of  the  namber  of  men  r^ 
eraited  within  that  time.  A  more  detailed  return, 
showing  how  many  have  been  recroited  in  eaeh 
lAionth,  in  eaeh  regiment,  shall  be  furnished  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  prepared. 

ij  these  returns  it  appears  that  more  money 
has  neen  adyanced  on  account  of  the  recruiting 
^rvice  than  was  suflScient  to  raise  a  much  greater 
number  of  men  than  has  been  recruited.  A  con- 
siderable sum  remains  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
vecrujting  officers.  Whether  any  of  them  tailed 
HI  their  duty,  is  an  object  of  inquiry  for  this  De« 
nartroent,  which  will  not  be  neeleeted.  I  have 
oeeo  too  short  a  time  in  it  to  mace  myself  thor- 
oughly acquainted  weth  their  conduct  in  this 
vaq)ect.  ^y  these  returns,  it  would  follow  that 
Ibe  failure  in  the  recruiting  service  was  not  owibg 
tl9  the  want  of  money,  if  it  was  certain  that  the 
recruiting  officers  had  in  all  instances  done  their 
dtitT ;  and  that  the  money  had  been  distributed 
in  tnttte  quarters  of  our  country  where  it  would 
Bate  been  most  easy  to  obtain  recruits.  How  far 
l^e  lailure  oiight  to  be  attributed  to  either  of 
tiMse  causes,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  state. 

From  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, founded  on  the  best  information  I  have  been 
Me  to  collect,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  failure 
df  the  reeruitin^  service  has  been  owing,  in  most 
(tf  the  States,  principally  to  the  hi^h  boimty  givea 
for  substitutes  by  the  detached  militia. 

Many  of  the  militia  detached  for  six  months 
have  given  a  greater  sum  for  substitutes  than  the 
bounty  allowed  by  the  United  States  for  a  recruit 
to  serve  for  the  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Wh»  B.  Qileb,  Outirnuuiy  f  c. 

Abmt  Pat  Ofhce,  WAsniNGtoK, 

October  26, 1814. 

The  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  lias  been  referred  the  letter  from 
the  honorable  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Senate  on  Military  Affiiirs  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  under  date  of  October  24tb,  1814,  has 
the  honor  to  report : 

Ist.  That  the  books  of  this  office  exhibit  the 
disbursement  of  two  millions  and  twelve  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
thirt]r-tfaree  cents,  on  account  of  bounties  and 
premiums  for  recruits,  between  the  27th  of  Janu* 
ary,  1814,  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  law  in- 
creasing the  bounty,  and  the  date  hereof :  the  dis- 
tribution of  this  sum,  as  nearly  as  can  well  be 
ascertained,  has  been  as  follows,  viz : 
To  Massachusetts  induding  the  District 

of  Maine C237,400  00 

To  New  Uampahiie       .       »       .        .     87,800  00 
To  Vement  w      .....       .  io9,300  00 

To  Conneoticat     -       .       •       -       -     78,933  00 

To  Bhode  Island 1,000  00 

To  New  York 495,8^0  00 


ToNwrJefsv 15/M»00 

To  Pennsylvania 190,900  00 

To  Delaware lOfiOOOO 

To  Maryland/  including  the  District  of 
Colombia   ..--•-    tSgOOS  35 

ToVnginia 100,969  98 

To  North  Carolma  .  -  .r  -  90^109  90 
To  South  Cardina  .  -  -  -  71,91999 
To  Georgia    -  -        -     34,990  09 

To  Tennessee 98*600  99 

To  Kentucky  ...        -        -  109^90999 

To  Ohio 91^09000 

To  Louisiana  -  -  •  -  -  *  99V$99  00 
To  the  Michigan  TerrMory  -  -  -  99 AW  00 
To  the  Mississippi  Territoiy  -  -  -  4/)00  00 
To  the  Indiana  Territory  -  -  -  1,000  00 
To  the  Missouri  Territoiy       -        -        -      1^9109 


Total Sg,0I^439  O 

ad.  That  pressing  calls  for  rery  eomiderahle 
sums  of  money  for  Uie  recruiting  service  had 
been  made  on  him  for  about  three  naoiiths  nast, 
which  he  has  been  ahle  hot  partially  to  sopply. 
Re^iectfuUy,  ROBERT  BKBNT, 

PaymaaUr^  V.&A. 
Hon.  Jambs  MoitROS, 

Seeretarf  <f  War. 

War  DaPABTHiein:,  OeL  29, 1811. 

Sir  :  EaekiBed  is  an  ahstimct  of  the  kw  celab* 
lisbiog  the  Ordnance  Department, aad  also  of  the 
bill  now  prepared  for  the  new  organiKalion  of 
that  Department,  which  will  give  yon  a  view  of 
the  contemplated  changes  in,  and  ealaigemcmu 
of  the  duties  and  powers  of  that  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ebedie&t  ser- 
vant, JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Wm.  B.  Giles,  Chairman,  ^ 


RETURN  OF  ENU8TMEMT8L 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  November  19«  1814.] 
War  Department,  Ndv.  10, 1814. 

Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  ipen  who  haYe  been 
recruited  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  da- 
ring the  present  year,  I  have  received  &  further 
statement  from  the  Assistant  Inspector  Genemly 
attached  to  this  Department. 

This  report  shows  more  satisfactorily  the  er- 
penditure  of  the  money  which  has  bc«n  advasoed 
on  that  aceoont,  and  number  of  men  raisedL  The 
same  data  cannot,  however^  be  adopted  in  esti- 
mating the  future  progress  in  recruiting,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  those  who  were  recniUcd 
having  been  re-enlisted  from  the  old  corps.  Thar 
resource  has  been  exhausted.  To  form  an  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  future  success^  we  must  tab 
into  consideration  onlv  those  who  were  rai«tf 
fVom  the  country,  which  is  prohably  the  nainier 
included  in  this  return, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  resp«tsir» 
your  obedient  servant,  J.  MONROE. 

Hon.  Mr.  Oiubs,  dUxirman,  fc 
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Aiu't  aiid  iMflPsoTOB  Gin's  OpncCy 
Wasbinoton,  Nov.  2, 1814. 

Sir  :  The  deftDgt d  state  of  the  papers  in  this 
office  by  the  late  removals  rendered  it  iinpracti- 
eaUe  for  me,  when  I  sabmitted  the  hasty  esti- 
mate on  the  26tb  October,  to  have  recourse  to  all 
the  docoaents  of  the  reoraits  made  within  the 
present  year.  On  a  farther  examination,  the  en* 
closed  is  submitted. 

It  may  be  necessary,  with  a  Tiew  to  yoaf  bet- 
ter ioformation,  to  accomjjMny  the  return  I  now 
have  the  honor  to  transmit,  with  some  explana- 
tory observations.  The  difficulty  tinder  which 
this  office  has  labored  for  want  of  regular  recruit- 
iog  returns  has  been  considerable,  and  necessa- 
rily occasions  the  general  return  to  be  inaccurate 
and  unsatisfactory.  No  pains,  however,  have 
been  spared  to  render  the  accompany inff  docu- 
ment as  accurate  as  it  can  be  made  from  tne  data 
which  the  files  of  this  office  afford. 

In  January  last,  large  same  of  money  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  commanders  of  regiments  and 
corps,  for  the  purpose  of  re-enlistiog  the  men 
whose  terms  of  service  were  about  to  expire. 
These  were  the  soldiers  enlisted  for  the  addi- 
tional army  of  1808,  and  those  of  1812,  enlisted 
for  twelve  and  eighteen  months.  This  money 
was  distributed  among  the  officers  commanding 
companies,  who  employed  it  to  its  fullest  extent 
in  the  re-enlistment  of  their  men,  who,  at  tbe 
next  master,  were  returned  on  the  master  rolls  as 
f e-enlisted.  Satisfied  as  the  officers  seem  to  have 
been  with  this  species  of  return,  they  made  no 
special  one  to  this  office  of  those  they  had  thus 
re-enlisted. 

Indeed,  the  entire  want  of  some  returns,  and 
the  irregularitv  and  defiectiveness  of  others^  ren"> 
der  it  extremelyr  difficult  to  form  a  correct  idea 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  money  has 
been  expended.  By  way  of  illustration,  I  would 
refer  you  to  the  46th  r^ment,  of  which  no  re- 
cruiting returns  whatever  have  yet  been  made, 
when  it  is  known  by  the  Army  returns  that  this 
regiment  contains  two  bondred  and  thirty  man, 
and  to  the  32d  regiment,  of  which  there  is  a  re« 
turn  of  only  forty-two  men,  when  it  is  known, 
through  the  same  channeL  that  it  now  contains 
more  than  three  hundred.  From  this,  the  difficul- 
ty of  acarlaining,  immediately,  to  wliat  amount, 
if  any,  officers  intrusted  with  public  money  have 
been  guilty  of  defalcation,  must  be  evidejit.  On 
this  subject,  however,  it  mav  be  proper  to  remark, 
t|iat  there  exist  no  grounds  for  suspecting  any 
defalcations;  for,  although  the  returns  do  not 
show  all  the  recruits  enlisted,  and  by  whom,  yet 
the  general  return,  exhibiting  the  strength  of 
armies  and  corps,  compared  with  that  of  last 
year,  shows  plainly  that  the  number  of  men 
raised  corresponds  with  sufficient  exactness  with 
the  money  issued  for  that  purpose. 

The  Paymaster  of  the  Army  has  issued,  up  to 
the  27th  October,  on  account  or  bounties  and  pre- 
miums, 9^,012,439,  which,  supposing  three  thou- 
sand men  to  have  received  the  second  moiety  of 
their  bounty,  (an  estimate,  it  is  believed,  suffi- 
ciently moderate)  would  raise  thirty  thousand 


and  twenty- three  men.  By  the  return  commu* 
nicated  to  the  committee  in  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  1st  January  last,  the 
effective  force  of  the  Army  was  then  eight  thoa* 
sand  and  twelve.  But,  by  the  general  return  of 
thb  30th  of  September,  which  embraces  no  re- 
turn of  a  later  date  than  August,  it  appear^  the 
strength  of  the  Army  was  then  tbirty-four  thou«« 
sand  and  twenty-nine;  from  which  it  is  evident 
that  twenty-six  thousand  and  seventeen  men,  at 
least,  must  have  been  raised  since  January  last« 
I  say  at  least,  because  the  casualties  of  deaths^ 
desertions,  and  discharij^es,  during  the  campaign, 
are  toot  included.  This  number  would  requira 
the  sum  of  91^613,054.  Now,  estimating  the  caa* 
ualties  during  tbe  campaign  at  three  thousand 
men,  which,  to  raise  them,  would  rec^uire  9186,000, 
and  adding  to  this  the  second  moiety,  which  ia 
presumed  to  have  been  paid  to  three  thousand 
men,  vi2 :  $150,000,  it  is  clear  that,  to  raise  tbe 
men  borne  on  the  return,  it  was  necessary  to  ex* 
pend  91.949,054.  This  will  leave  $63,385  in  the 
hands  or  the  recruiting  officers,  nearly  the  whole 
of  which  must  have  been  since  expended  in  the 
recruiting  service. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  siri 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BELL,  /fiap'r  GeMraL 


CAPTURE  OP  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON 

[CemasuniosUd  to  the  Honse»  November  a9, 1814.] 
In  tbb  Housb  or  Rbpsb8BNTativb8, 
SepUmber  83, 1814. 

Remdvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy 
in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  metropolis, 
and  the  neigbbonng  town  of  Alexandria;  and 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  public  buildings 
and  property  were  destroyed,  and  the  amount 
thereof,  and  that  they  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Kedtocky,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr. 
Stockton,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Goldsborongh,  Mr. 
Barbour,  and  Mr.  Pickens,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JoHMSON  made  the  following 
report : 

The  committee  charged  with  an  inquiry  so  inti- 
mately concerning  the  character  of  Administra- 
tion, the  sensibility  of  the  nation,  and  tbe  honor 
of  its  arms,  as  the  dauses  of  success  of  the  enemy 
in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  metropolis, 
dbc,  have  endeavored  to  combine  despatch  witb 
effect,  in  the  manner  in  which  they  have  col* 
lected  the  facts  and  views  ptresented  ia  tbe  fol- 
lowing statement : 

Proceedinggqfihe  Cabinet  of  lihJmt^  1814. 

Previous  to  the  dd  of  Jolv,  this  city  etimposed 
a  part  of  military  district  No.  5.  Earlv  in  June 
last,  the  Secretary  of  War  furnished  the  Presi- 
dent, at  his  request,  with  a  general  report  of  this 
strength  of  the  regular  troops  and  miiitia  then  in 
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the  serrice  of  the  United  States^and  their  distrt- 
batioD ;  which  was  sabraitted  to  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments, by  the  President,  on  the  7th  of  June. 
The  Secretar^of  the  Navy  bad  furnished  the  Pres- 
ident with  a  similar  estimate  of  our  naval  forces : 
that  which  was  applicable  to  the  limits  of  military 
district  No.  10,  will  hereafter  appear.  By  a  refer- 
ence-to the  estimate  of  the  land  forces,  it  appears, 
that  the  aggregate  number  of  troops  stationed  in 
district  No.  5,  on  the  7ih  of  June,  amounted  to  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eight,  of  which,  there 
were  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fiftv-four 
effectives,  stationed  as  follows :  At  Norfolk,  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four  artillerists;  the  20th; 
35th,  and  1st  battalion  of  the  38ib  regiment  of 
infantry,  amounting  to  nine  hundred  and  twelve; 
at  Baltimore,  one  hundred  and  eleven  artillerists; 
2d  baualion  of  the  38th  infantry,  amounting  to 
three  hundred  and  sixteen:  sea  fencibles,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three ;  at  Annapolis,  forty 
artillerists;  at  Fort  Washington,  eighty-two  ar- 
tillerists ;  St.  Mary's,  36th  regiment  of  infantry, 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  Tne  meeting  of  the 
Cabinet  on  the  7tb,  and  the  estimates  of  land  and 
naval  forces,  had  no  particular  relation  to  the 
defence  of  any  part  of  military  district  No.  5 ; 
but  for  measures  generally,  and  particularlyr  in 
regard  to  the  campaign  on  our  territorial  frontiers 
in  the  North  and  Northwest.  Nor  does  it  appear 
that  this  city  had  excited  more  than  ordinary  at- 
tention at  this  time. 

ProceedingB  of  the  Cabinet  of  the  Ut  of  July, 
Bat.  soon  after,  certain  inteHigence  being  re- 
ceived of  the  complete  suceeas  of  the  allies  in  the 
aubjugatioD  of  France,  the  President  believed 
that  the  enemjr  had  the  inclination  and  power  to 
increase  his  military  and  naval  forces  against  the 
United  States;  and,  in  that  event,  he  believed 
that  a  variety  of  considerations  would  present 
this  city  as  one  of  the  prominent  objects  of  attack. 
On  the  S6th  of  Jupe,  despatches  were  received 
from  Mr.  Qallatin  and  Mr.  Bayard,  confirming 
the  views  of  the  President,  which  induced  him 
to  convene  the  Heads  of  Departments  on  the  1st 
of  July ;  at  which  time  he  presented  a  plan  of  a 
force  immediately  to  be  called  into  the  field,  and 
an  additional  force  to  be  kept  in  readiness  to 
march,  without  delay,  in  case  of  necessity.  It 
aeemed  to  be  his  object  that  some  position  snould 
be  taken  between  the  Eastern  Branch  and  Patux- 
ent,  with  two  or  three  thousand  men,  and  that 
an  additional  force  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
militia  and  volunteers  should  be  held  in  readiness 
in  the  neighboring  States,  including  the  militia 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  convenient 
depots  of  arms  and  military  equipments  should 
be  established.  The  measures  suggested  were 
approved  by  the  Heads  of  Departments;  or,  in 
other  words,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  dissent 
was  expressed. 

Correspondence  of  the  Secretary  rf  War  and 

Generai  Winder. 

Thcnext  day,  July  the  2d,  by  a  ffeneral  order 

of  the  War  Department,  the  10th  roiliurv  district 

was  created,  to  embrace  the  Sute  of  Maryland,  | 


the  District  of  Colombia,  and  that  partofTirginia 
lying  between  the  Rappahannock  and  Potomac, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Genenl  Winder, 
who.  being  then  in  Baltimore,  was  tidriaed  of 
the  tact  by  a  letter  from  the  Secreury  of  War 
of  the  same  date.  On  the  4ih  of  July,  a  reqatsi- 
tion  was  made  on  certain  States  for  a  com  of 
ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  men,  desig- 
nating the  quota  of  each,  with  a  request  to  the 
Executive  of  each  State  to  detach,  and  hM  in 
readiness  for  immediate  service,  their  respeeeire 
detachments,  recommending  the  expcdieoey  of 
fixing  the  places  of  rendezvous,  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  pomts,  the  importance  or  exposure  of 
which  would  most  likely  attract  the  views  of 
the  enemy.  Of  that  requisition*  two  thousand 
efiectives  from  the  quota  of  Virginia ;  five  thou- 
sand from  that  of  Pennsylvania ;  mt  thonsaad, 
the  whole  quota  of  Maryland :  and  two  thousaod, 
the  estimated  number  of  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  were  pot  at  the  disposition  of 
the  Commanding  General,  as  hereafter  appean, 
making  the  aggregate  number  of  fifteen  thonsaod, 
exclusive  of  the  regular  troops,  viz:  the  36tk 
regiment,  one  battalion  of  the  38tb,  two  troops 
of  dragoons,  two  companies  of  the  lOlh  iofsntry, 
one  company  of  the  12th,  and  two  eomponies  of 
sea  fencibles,  supposed  to  amount  to  one  thousand 
men,  besides  the  artillerists  eonposing  the  gari- 
sons  of  Ports  McHenry  and  Washington. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  General  Winder,  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject  of 
the  duties  which  devolved  upon  him  as  com- 
mander of  the  10th  militarf  district,  a  nre- 
vions  conversation  is  alluded  to  as  having  tucen 
place  between  them,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
quest of  the  Secretary  in  his  letter  of  the  ^ 
of  July.  General  Winder  appears  to  have  un- 
derstood the  intention  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  be,  that  the  militia  force  proposed  for  (he  iOrh 
military  district  should  be  draagfatedaad  desig- 
nated,  but  that  no  part  of  it  should  be  called  into 
the  field  until  the  hostile  squadron  in  the  Chesa- 
peake should  be  reinforced  to  soeh  an  extent  as 
to  render  it  probable  that  a  serioas  attack  was 
contemplated ;  states  the  difficulty  of  coliectiaga 
force,  in  an  emergency,  sufficient  to  retard  the 
advance  of  the  enemy ;  and  suggests  the  expe- 
diency of  calling  out  four  thousand  of  the  militia, 
with  a  view  to  station  them,  in  equal  propanion, 
between  South  river  and  Washington,  and  in  cfe 
vicinity  of  Baltimore. 

On  the  I2th  of  July,  the  Secretary  of  Wtr,  in 
a  letter  to  General  Winder,  eneloaes  a  eirenlar, 
addressed  to  the  Governors  of  certain  States,  ve* 
quiring  a  body  of  militia  to  be  organiied,  equip- 
ped, and  held  in  readiness  for  future  serTice,  aa^ 
authorizes  him,  in  case  of  actual  or  menaced  is- 
vasien  of  the  district  under  his  coaimand,  to  csfi 
for  a  part  or  the  whofe  of  the  quota  assigned  a 
the  Sute  of  Maryland ;  and  in  another,  of  the  17A 
July,  the  Secretarj"  authorizes  General  Wisder 
to  draw  from  Virgmia  two  thousand  mea;  fiem 
Pennsylvania,  five  thousand  men  ;  and  iaibrms 
him  that  the  whole  of  the  militia  of  the  Dbuict 
of  Coinmbia,  amounting  to  aboat  tiro  chonnnd. 
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wa«  in  a  disposable  state,  and  sabjeet  to  his  or- 
ders; making,  together  with  the  six  thousand 
from  Marylaod,  the  estimate  of  fifteen  thousand 
militia.  On  th^e  15th  of  July,  the  Secretary  of 
War  advised  Genetal  Winder  that  General  Por- 
ter had  eommunieated  t|ie  fact  of  the  arrival  of 
the  van  of  Coebrane's  fleet  at  Lyn haven  Bay,  and 
that  the  agent  at  Point  Lookout  had  represented 
that  two  seventy-fours,  two  frigates,  an  armed 
sloop  and  brig,  ascended  the  bay  at  half  {wst  five, 
post  meridia«,  on  the  14th  ;  that  he  considered  it 
proper  to  call  into  service  the  brigade  of  militia 
which  had  been  for  some  time  held  in  readiness 
at  Baltimore,  and  not  knowing  whether  General 
Winder  was  at  Baltimore  or  Annapolis,  he  had 
tnstraeted  the  Major  General,  under  whose  or* 
ders  they  were  organized,  to  call  them  out. 

General  Winder,  in  a  letter  of  the  16th  of  July, 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  among  other  things  ex- 
presses his  embarrassment  in  relation  to  the  situa- 
tion of  Annapolis,  and  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that 
a  large  force  and  maqy  additional  works  would 
be  necessary  to  defend  it  against  a  serious  attack 
by  land  and  water;  states  its  importance  to  the 
enemy,  and  the  ease  with  which  it  might  be 
maintained  by  them  with  the  command  by  wa- 
ter, and  an  entrenchment  of  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred yards,  protected  bjr  batteries;  represents 
Fort  Madison  as  exposed,  and  unhealthy  in  the 
months  of  August  and  September,  provided  with 
two  fifty  pound  columbiads,  two  twenty-fours, 
two  eighteens,  one  twelve,  and  one  torn,  which 
might  be  turned  with  success  against  Fort  Sev- 
ern ;  that  these  guns  should  be  removed,  and  ar- 
rangements made  to  blow  up  the  fort;  and  rep- 
resents the  importance  of  defending  the  town  if 
the  means  could  be  obtained ;  states  theGovernor 
of  Maryland  and  Council  had  taken  the  necessary 
steps  to  comply  immediately  with  the  requisition 
of  the  General  Governmenu  On  the  17th  of 
July  a  letter  from  General  Winder  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  states  that  information,  that  he 
deemed  credible,  was  received,  that  the  enem/y 
was  ascending  the  river  in  considerable  force ; 
that  he  had  ordered  the  detachment  of  regulars- 
to  Nottingham,  had  sent  out  the  alarm  to  assem- 
ble a  militia  force,  and  suggests  the  propriety  of 
sendioff  to  that  place  the  marine  corps,  and  all 
the  muitia  that  could  be  procured  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  The  Secretary,  on  the  same 
day,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter, 
and  states  that  the  marine  corps  was  not  under 
his  command ;  but  had  sent  the  request  to  the 
President,  and  as  the  authority  to  call  the  mili- 
tia was  vested  in  the  Commanding  General,  he 
had  transmitted  hfs  requisition  upon  the  District 
to  General  Van  Ness;  he  also  reminds  him  that 
the  two  regiments  near  Baltimore  had  been  called 
into  actual  service,  and  expresses  the  wish  of  the 
President  that  not  less  than  two  nof  more  than 
three  thousand  of  the  draughts,  under  the  requi- 
sition of  the  fourth  of  July,  should  be  embodied 
mud  encamped  at  some  middle  point  between  Bal- 
timore and  this  city. 

From  the  letter  of  General  Winder,  of  the  20th 
of  July,  it  appears  the  enemy  proceeded  up  the 


Patuxent  to  Hunting  ereel^  landed,  and  commit- 
ted some  depredations  in  Calvert  county,  and 
returned  down  the  river.  Three  companies  of 
city  volunteers  had  marched  from  this  District  in 
obedience  to  the  call  of  General  Winder,  which 
he  had  hslted  at  the  Woodyard,  and  the  detach- 
ments of  the  36th  and  38th  regiments  at  Upper 
Marlborough;  while  he  proceeded  to  Annapolis, 
to  arrange  with  theGovernor  the  calling  out  of  the 
Maryland  militia ;  which,  he  states,  will  be  im- 
mediately attended  to  by  the  Governor.  He 
stales  that  he  had  jcalled  for  the  largest  number 
directed  by  the  President,  viz:  three  thousand, 
expecting  thereby  to  get  two  thousand,  the  low- 
est number;  that  he  forebore  to  diamantle  Fort 
Madison,  as  it  might  alarm  the  people;  and  pro- 
duce disa|^reeable  sensations;  preferring  rather 
to  risk  it  in  case  of  attack.  On  the  23d  of  July, 
General  Winder  informs  the  Secretary  of  War 
that  the  Governor  of  Maryland  had  issued  his  or- 
der for  calling  out  three  thousand  of  the  draughts 
under  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July,  and  had 
appointed  Bmdensburg  as  the  place  of  rendez« 
v6us  according  to  his  suggestion.  In  another 
letter  of  the  same  date,  General  Winder  informs 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  he  had  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  direct  Captain  Davidson,  with  the 
city  volunteers,  to  return  to  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington ;  from  the  two-fold  consideration  that  the 
facility  with  whit^h  they  could  turn  out  and  pro- 
ceed to  any  point,  rendered' them  nearly  as  enect- 
ive  as  if  kept  in  the  field,  and  the  importance  to 
them  individually  of  attending  to  their  private 
concerns.  That  the  rifles  used  by  Captain  Dough- 
ty's  company  were  very  defective,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Bnrch's  artillery  were  without  awords.  lie 
recommends  that  tne  camp  equipage  should  be 
left  in  charge  of  the  company  officers  to  facili- 
tate their  march.  On  the  25th  of  July,  Genml 
Winder,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
at  Warburton,  near  Fort  Washington,  represents 
that  fort,  in  several  respects,  to  be  incomplete  in 
its  preparation  for  defence ;  encloses  a  represent- 
ation of  Lieutenant  Edwards  on  the  eubject; 
makes  a  requisition  of  ammunition,  and  requests 
that  Colonel  Wadsworth  may  cause  the  platform 
to  be  enlarged,  so  as  to  make  the  battery  more 
effectual.  The  report  of  Lieutenant  Edwards 
speaks  of  the  necessity  of  mounting  heavy  artil- 
lery in  the  block-house;  states  that  the  eighteen 
pound  columbiads  were  not  mounted,  and  that 
the  j^arrison  wanted  means  to  mount  them,  being 
destitute  of  gin  and  tackle;  represento  the  width 
of  the  platform,  which  ought  to  be  twenty-one 
feet,  to  be  only  fourteen,  and  that  the  heavy  guns, 
at  their  first  discharge,  would  recoil  to  the  hor- 
toirs,  and  on  being  heated  would  run  over  it ; 
that  five  excellent  long  eighteens  were  mounted 
on  the  water  battery,  which  would  be  very  use* 
ful  in  case  of  attack ;  but  there  was  not  a  single 
pound  of  ammunition  for  them,  and  that  aomecf 
the  gun  carriages  in  the  fort  were  quite  out  of 
otder. 

This  statement  of  Lieutenant  Edwards  wta 
referred,  upon  iu  receipt,  to  Colonel  Wadsworth, 
with  orders  to  supply  waat  waa  wanting  at  the 
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foity  of  which  the  Secrettrr  adTtied  Gkteral 
Wioder,  bearing  date  28th  Joljr;  and  Colonel 
Wadsworth,  in  a  representatioo,  about  the  same 
date,  states  that  two  hand»bad  been  ordered  from 
CkeenleaPs  Point,  on  the  Monday  prefious,  to 
exeeifte  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  pm  carriages; 
thftt  the  platform,  aa  well  as  the  paoipet,  was  too 
narrow,  bat  not  so  narrow  as  Lieutenant  Edwards 
had  stated,  for  it  was  directed  to  be  made  twenty 
or  twenty-two  feet  wide;  and  that  the  disadran- 
ta^ e  of  too  narrow  a  platform  could  be  obriated 
with  DO  great  difficulty,  by  means  of  an  elastic 
handspike  introduced  between  the  spokes  of  the 
wheels,  which  would  prerent  them  from  turning, 
and  thus  check  the  recoil  of  the  piece.  Further 
states,  that  two  hundred  rounds  of  shot  and  cart- 
ridges for  the  eighteeos  could  be  sent  down  if  or« 
dered ;  that  he  had  long  since  directed  some  grape 
shot  to  be  prepared  for  the  eichteen^pound  colum- 
biads ;  that  a  tackle  and  fall  to  mount  the  guns 
in  the  block-house  should  be  prepared  ;  that  Cap- 
tain Marsteller  had  just  informed  him  that  a  good 
tackle  and  fall  were  at  the  fort  when  he  left  it; 
uid  that  the  platform  was  upwards  of  twenty 
feet  wide.  Qeneral  Windet,  in  a  letter  of  the 
20th  of  Jolj,  from  Phcauwav,  advises  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  that  the  enemy  had  descended  both 
the  Potomac  and  Patuzent  rivers;  that  he  ex- 
pected him  up  the  bay ;  and  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  find  Annaiwlis  his  object;  which  he 
feared  would  fall  before  five  hundred  men ;  and 
that  be  should  return  to  Marlborough  as  soon  as 
he  could  ascertain  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Oh  the  27th  of  July,  General  Winder,  in  two  let^ 
ten  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  Piscataway, 
states  the  force  under  General  Stewart  at  eisht  haa- 
dred ;  Colonel  BeaU's  regiment,  at  Port  Tobacco, 
from  three  huadred  to  three  hundred  and  fifty 
infantry,  and  forty  dragoons;  Colonel  Bowen's 
regiment,  at  Nottingham,  at  three  hundred  ;  and 
the  detachment  of  regulars,  under  command  of 
Ueutenant  Colonel  Scott,  was  also  at  Notting- 
hftm ;  and  from  General  Winder's  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  of  the  firat  of  August,  from 
Port  Tobaoco,  it  appears  that  he  had  the  detach- 
ment under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Soott  at  Piscat- 
away. 

Correspondence  qf  General  Winder  vnth  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania. 

In  relation  to  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania,  under 
the  jequisltion  of  the  4th  of  July^  and  more  es- 
p^ially  as  it  regards  the  five  thousand  men  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  General  Winder,  and  assigned 
to  his  command,  it  appears  that  General  Winder 
wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
6th  of  August,  advising  him  tha<  the  Secretary 
of  War  had  destined  a  part  of  that  quota  to  act 
trader  his  command,  in  defending  the  country, 
embraced  in  the  10th  miliury  district,  and  re- 
qseating  that  he  might  be  informed  of  the  place. 
or  places,  of  rendezvous,  which  wbnld  be  fisea 
for  such  troops,  and  recommending  places  mbst 
eontiguous  to  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Balti- 
more, On  the  8th  of  Augiist^  wneral  Winder 
wntes  again  to,  the  Governor  of  Peansylvaniai 


sutittg  that,  since  his  first  eonmutcatloo,  he  had 
read  a  letter  from  (he  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
July  the  17th,  which  had  not  reached  hioa  at  an 
earlier  period,  in  consequence  of  his  haviEi|r  been 
in  constant  motion  since  that  time ;  whiefa  iB- 
formed  hioa  that,  of  the  quota  of  militia  of  Penn- 
sylvania, under  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  }n\y, 
five  thousand  were  destined  for  the  10th  military 
district,  subject  to  bis  call  as  eommaading  officer, 
and  requested  that  as  great  a  proportion  of  the 
detachment  as  possible  should  be  rifleraea. 

On  the  11th  of  August,  Secretary  Boiiean,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Governor  of  Peansylva- 
nis,  in  answer  to  General  Winder,  states  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  deranged  state  of  the  mVUtVa 
system,  great  difficulties  occurred  to  the  Rxecn- 
tive,  in  relation  to  the  qnota  re<}uired  to  be  held 
in  readiness  for  the  service  of  the  Uniled  States. 
The  only  effort  that  could  be  made  towards  a 
compliance  with  the  requisition,  was  to  have  or- 
dered a  designation  for  the  service  of  the  requi- 
site troops,  under  the  militia  law  of  1807^  and  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  that  law ;  whioh  order  had 
been  issued  by  the  Governor,  and  was  ia  a  course 
of  execution ;  that  the  militia  law  of  1807  ex- 
pired on  the  first  of  August,  and  that  all  commis- 
sions under  it  became  void,  except  of  such  oSeas 
as  might  be  in  service  on  that  day;  and  (ha^  bf 
an  oversight  in  the  LegtslaiurCy  no  complete  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  could  be  legally  made 
in  Pennsylvania,  until  the  fourth  Monday  ia  Oc- 
tober, when  a  classification  was  to  take  pUee. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  General  Wiata  makea 
a  requisition  on  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
for  one  regiment,  to  march  forthwith  to  the  CUy 
of  Washington;  and,  on  the  day  following,  ia 
consequence  of  large  reiaforcementa  of  the  eaemy 
in  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent,  he  €aUs  for  the 
whole  fire  thousand  Pennsylvania  nailitia,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  previous  authority.  The  five  thousand 
were  ordered  out,  to  rendezvous  at  Yorii^  Peno- 
sylvania^  on  the  fifth  of  September ;  of  course, 
not  in  time  to  give  any  aid  on  the  occasion  for 
which  they  were  called  ;  nor  was  Gkneial  Win- 
der's letter  of  the  IBth  received  by  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania  until  the  evening  of  the  twenty- 
third. 

Correspondence  of  the  Secretary  qf  War  ami 
General  Winder. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  General  Winder,  ia  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  atates  tha^  is 
consequence  of  the  acceptance  of  the  2d  i^'aeat 
driiughted  from  General  Smith's  divisioBf  aader 
the  requisition  of  April,  for  part  of  the  regnisttitm 
of  the  4th  of  July,  the  itnpracticability,  bendes 
impropriety,  of  calling  any  portion  of  the  dran^bt- 
ed  militia  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary^^^ 
and  the  necessity  of  leaving  all  the  men,  imme- 
diately upon  the  bay^  and  low  down  on  the  riv^ 
ers  of  the  Western  Shore,  for  local  defence;  iltt 
remaining  portion  of  the  Maryland  draagtoto 
be  assembled  at  Bladeosburg,  instead  oTkug; 
three  thousand,  would  not  much  exceed  as  oany 
hundred ;  yet,  he  tvoiild  require  the  Qovemor  to 
order  out  all  the  draiighls  that  could  ponilbly  \fee 
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spured  from  the  three  lower  hrigato,OB  tbe  West- 
ern Shore ;  bat  as  the  whole  number  draughted  on 
the  Western  Shore,  exclusiye  of  the  brigade  drawn 
from  General  Smith's  divisioD,  did  not  amount  to 
fifteen  hundred  men,  he  did  not  expeet  more 
than  one  thousand  under  tlie  seeond  order  of  the 
Goyemment,  that  of  the  4ih  of  Julf.  The  most 
immediate  and  eonveoient  resource  to  supply  this 
deficiency  was  to  take  the  militia  drawn  out  un- 
der the  State  authority,  4ind  assembled  at  Anna* 
poll's,  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand,  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  call  on  Penn- 
sjflrania  for  one  regiment,  which  would  make 
his  militia  between  two  and^  three  thousand  men, 
besides  two  regiments  from  Cleneral  Smith's  di* 
vision. 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  a  letter  of  the  16th  of  August,  authorizes 
General  Winder  to  take  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  the  Maryland  militia,  then  at  An- 
napelis,  or  elsewhere,  that  had  been  called  out 
under  the  State  authority,  as  part  of  the.quotta 
required  by  the  order  of  the  4th  of  July. 

Chmtgofuknce  (fVi$  Secretary  cf  War  with 
the  Oavemore  ^Maryiand,  Penmeylvania^  and 
Vtrg-inia. 

On  the  27th  of  July  the  Qovernor  of  Maryland 
states,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that, 
in  confor^aity  to  the  request  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States^  communicated  in  the  requi- 
sition of  the  fourth,  a  detachment  of  5,500  in- 
fantry and  six  hunared  artillery  was  directed  to 
be  organized  and  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  the 
shortest  notice ;  and,  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
requisition  of  General  Winder,  for  calling  into 
the  field  three  thousand  drauffhts  of  the  Mary- 
land miliiiai  by  direction  of  tne  President^  the 
whole  of  the  draughts  from  the  Western  Shore, 
about  three  thousand  five  hundred  infantrv,  had 
been  ordered  to  embody.  He  speaks  of  tne  ex* 
posed  situation  of  the  Western  Shore,  bordering 
upon  the  bay,  and  presumes  that  the  draughts 
from  that  s^tion  of^  the  country  would  not  be 
drawn  away,  and  expects  Baltimore  will  be  un* 
willing  to  have  any  force  withdrawn  from  that 
place,  by  which  any  aid  might  be  expected.  These 
considerations  had  induced  the  order  for  the  three 
thousand  Ave  hundred  men ;  this  force  was  to  be 
embodied,  and  moved  on  the  shortest  route  to 
BIndensburff ;  that  the  artillerv  of  the  State  was 
about  nine  hundred  men.  two-thirds  io  Baltimore; 
it  would  create  ineasiness  to  take  from  that  place 
foor  hundred,  the  proportion,  and  he  had  sus- 

E ended  that  order  uiKil  General  Smith  should 
ave  some  communication  with  the  Secretary  of 
War.  In  a  letter  of  the  SOth  of  July,  General 
Winder  made  the  requisition  on  the  Governor  of 
Maryland  for  the  three  thousand  militia,  urg* 
log  the  necessity  of  having  them  assembled  and 
in  service  with  the  least  possible  delay ;  and,  on 
the  5th  of  August,  the  Governor  of  Maryland  in- 
fonaed  General  Wilder,  by  letter,  that  his  de- 
mand for  three  thousand  draughts  could  not  be 
complied  with  without  the  brigade  in  service  at 
Baltimore,  from  Oeneral  Smith's  diviisiofls$  that 


the  draughts  from  one  bdaade  alone  were  under 
marching  orders;  the  orders  for  the  march  of 
those  lying'on  the  Ohesapeake  and  Potonuc  hav- 
ing been  suspended. 

On  the  14th  of  July  Mr.  Boilean,  Secretary  of  , 
StatefoT  Pennsylvania,  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  the  communication  fronr  the  War  Department, 
containing  the  requisition  of  the  14th  or  July,  for 
fourteen  thousand  Pennsylvania  militia,  which 
was  forwarded  by  express  to  the  Governor,  who 
was  abseoti  at  Selin's  Grove,  with  assurances 
that  the  Governor  would  execute,  with  promptness, 
the  requisition  of  the  General  Government.  On 
the  Soth  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  directs 
the  Secretary  Boilean  to  inform  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  general  orders  had  been  issued  in  com- 
pliance with  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July  j 
explains,  as  before,  the  difficulties  resulting  from 
the  militia  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  and  relies  on  the 
patriotism  and  voluntary  services  of  the  people* 

On  the  14th  of  July  the  Depuiv  Adjutant  Gen-' 
eral  of  Virginia  acknowled^d  the  receipt  of  the 
communication  from  the  War  Departmeat,  eon* 
tainine  the  requisition  of  the  4th,  and  enclosed 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  general  orders  issued 
bv  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  on  the  a2d  of  Jtlhe, 
plaoing  in  readiness  a  provisional  force  of  fifteen 
thousand  men  and  upwards,  to  repel  sudden  in- 
vasions, and  for  the  purpose  of.  defence,  and  the 
points  of  rendezvous  desirnated,  but  not  organized 
upon  the  Military  Establi^mentof  the  United 
States,  nor  for  a  longer  term  than  three  months ; 
which,  with  other  considerations,  prevented  the 
acceptance  of  any  part  of  those  State  troops,  as  a 
compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  Ueaera! 
Government.  The  Secretary  of  Wnr  was  ap- 
prised in  this  letter,  also,  that  the  whole  of  the 
Vir^nia  troops,  then  held  in  readiness,  would  be 
furnished  with  arms  and  ammunition  by  the  State 
of  Virginia ;  and  on  the  18th,  the  Secretary  of 
War  informs  the  Governor  of  Virginia  that  two 
thousand  of  the  requisition  upon  the  Virginia 
militia  would  be  placed  at  the  disposition  of 
General  Winder,  as  commander  of  the  10th  mili- 
tary district. 

Having  presented  a  condensed  view  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Cabinet  $  the  correspondence  between 
the  Commandingofficer  and  the  War  Department, 
the  Gbvernora  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
and  the  Commanding  General ;  the  correspond- 
ence with  the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  m 
re|rard  to  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July  $  it 
wul  now  be  propw  to  present  some  facts  con- 
nected with  the  movements  and  arrangements  of 
the  Commanding  General  up  to  the  revocation 
of  his  command. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  month  of  June,  the 
Secretary  of  War  gave  to  General  Winder  the 
first  intimation  that  h  was  in  contemplation  to 
constitute  a  new  military  district,  embracing  the 
country  now  composing  the  10th  military  dis- 
trict, and  that  the  President  intended  to  mvest 
him  with  its  command.  On  the  4th  or  6th  July, 
he  received  notice  of  his  appointment  to  the  10th 
military  district,  and  the  order  creating  it;  prtK 
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eteded  to  WMhingtooi  mod  called  on  the  Seere- 
tary  of  War,  who  enumerated  the  regular  force, 
as  before  supposed,  to  amount  to  one  thousand  or 
one  thousand  two  hundred ;  the  residue  of  his 
command  to  be  eomposed  of  militia  to  be  draughted , 
and  was  shown  the  circular  to  certain  States  mak- 
ing the  requisition  of  the  4th.  He  then  returned 
to  Baltimore,  and  after  writing  the  letter  of  the 
9th,  proceeded  to  Annopoli?,  to  examine  it,  and  to 
explore  the  10th  military  district  generally.  The 
letter  of  the  12th,  from  the  SecreUry  of  War, 
was  not  reeeiyed  until  he  went  to  Annapolis,  to 
Upper  Marlborough,  and  back  to  Annapolis.  On 
the  17th,  at  Nottingham,  receired  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  was  proceeding  up  the  Patuxent; 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  Qeneral 
West,  advising  him  to  call  out  the  militia  of  the 
county.  The  detachment  of  the  36th  and  38th 
regiments  was  ordered  from  South  River  to  Not- 
tingham, and  three  companies  of  city  militia  were 
despatched  to  him  promptly.  On  the  25tb,  visited 
Fort  Washington;  and  on  the  1st  of  August, 
fixed  his  peimanent  headquarters  at  the  City  of 
Washington;  viewed  and  inspected  the  District 
militia.  The  people  of  St.  Mary's  and  Charles 
bad  become  importunate  for  aid  and  protection, 
aiid  in  obedience  to  the  wish  of  the  President, 
the  36th  and  38th  were  ordered  down  to  unite 
with  General  Stewart;  but  the  enemy  having 
retired,  this  detachment  was  encamped  at  Pis- 
eauway.  He  understood  by  letters  from  General 
Smith,  of  Baltimore,  and  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, that  Stansbury's  brigade,  upon  application 
of  Qeneral  Smith,  had  been  accepted  by  the 
Secreury  of  War  as  part  of  the  Quota  of  Mary- 
land militia,  under  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July. 
On  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  August,  Thursday, 
intelliffence  was  received  from  the  observatory  at 
Point  Lookout,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
the  enemy's  fleet  off  that  place  had  been  rein- 
forced by  a  formidable  squadron  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels of  various  sizes.  The  Commanding  Gkneral 
immediately  made  requisitions  on  the  Governors 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland ;  various  officers 
of  militia,  and  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co* 
Inmbia,  were  ordered  out  en  mame. 

On  the  19tb,  Qeneral  Winder,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  submitted  several  proposi- 
tions to  the  President:  1st.  Would  it  be  expe- 
dient, under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, to  have  vessels  ready  to  be  sunk  in  the 
Potomac,  at  Fort  Washington,  or  other  points,  at 
a  momenta  warninff,  to  obstruct  the  navigation  ? 
2d.  Would  it  not  be  proper  to  put  all  the  boats 
which  can  be  propelled  by  oars  that  are  at  the 
City  of  Washington,  under  the  control  of  the 
navy  at  Fort  Washington,  to  transport  troops  as 
events  may  require?  3d.  Would  it  not  be  con- 
Tenient  to  put  the  marine  corps  into  service?  at 
all  events,  to  cause  them  to  be  in  readiness  to  re- 
inforce Fort  Washington  at  a  moment's  notice, 
or  to  be  applied,  as  evenU  require,  to  any  point 
of  defence?  4thl  That  the  force  under  Commo- 
dore Barney  may  co-operate  with  the  Command- 
ing Qeneral,  in  case  of  the  abandonment  of  the 
flotilla.    On  the  same  day,  the  Secretary  of  War 


in  a  letter  states,  that  the  propositioBn  had  been 
submitted  to  the  President,  and  General  Winder 
is  referred  to  the  Navy  Department  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  propositions  relatini^  to  the  means  in 
that  department.  General  Winder's  call  apaa, 
the  militia  en.moMe  is  approved;  and,  on  the 
same  day,  the  Secretary  or  War,  in  a  letter  to 
General  Winder,  advises  that  the  cavalry  be 
pushed  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy  with* 
out  delay,  if  he  indicated  an  attack  upon  the  Citv 
of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  oflTa/i 
horses  and  cattle,  aad  all  supplies  of  foiage,  Ac, 
in  their  route.  Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost. 
Colonel  Monroe,  with  Captain  Thornton's  troop 
of  horse,  proceeded  to  find  and  reeonnoilTe  the 
enemy  on  Friday,  the  I9ih ;  on  the  same  day  the 
militia  of  Georgetown  and  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, under  General  Smith,  were  mustered.  Oi 
Saturday,  the  20tb,  this  and  some  ^her  forco 
commenced  their  line  of  march  towards  Bene- 
dict, about  1  o'clock,  and  encamped  that  night 
about  four  mites  from  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge, 
on  the  road  to  Upper  Marlborough.  On  this  £y 
Colonel  Monroe  communicated  the-  inteHigeoce 
of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  at  Benedict  in  force. 
Same  day,  Colonel  Tilghman  and  Capcarn  Cald- 
well, with  their  commands  of  horse,  were  ordered 
and  despatched  to  annoy  the  enemy,  impede  his 
nurch,  to  remove  and  destroy  fonge  and  provis- 
ions before  the  enemy. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  21st,  the  troops  were 
mustered,  and  the  articles  of  war  read  to  them. 
At  12  o'clock,  the  marines  under  Ca^n  Miller 
joined  the  army;  the  regulars  of  the  36ih  and 
38th  also  joined  at  the  Woodyard,  seven  miles  in 
advance,  to  which  the  main  body  of  oar  troopi 
were  marched  and  encamped  on  Sunday  nigkL 
Two  letters  from  Colonel  Monroe,  on  the  81st, 
one  stating  that  he  had  viewed  the  enemy  near 
Benedict,  enumerated  twenty-seven  sqnarte  rigiged 
vessels,  some  bay  craft  and  barges;  the  oiter 
dated  from  Nottingham,  stating  the  idvanee  of 
the  enemy  upon  that  place  by  land  aad  water, 
and  recommending  the  Commanding  General  to 
despatch  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  men  to  fall 
upon  the  enemy.  Colonel  Monroe  and  Colond 
EEeall  both  joined  the  army  at  night,  and  gave  an 
account  that  the  enemy  bad  been  viewed  by  tkenu 
Colonel  Beall  calculated  that  he  had  seen  four 
thousand,  without  supposing  he  bad  seen  all 
Colonel  Monroe  estimated  the  enemy  at  aboot 
six  thousand ;  Captain  Herbert  joins  with  ha 
troop ;  Colonel  Lavall  had  joined  with  two  cob- 
panics  of  cavalry  on  the  day  previous;  the  enemy 
remained  at  Nottingham,  except  an  advance  de- 
tachment about  three  miles  from  town.  Monday, 
the  22d,  early  in  the  morning,  a  light  detachment 
was  ordered  to  meet  the  enemy,  cocnpoaed  of  the 
36th  and  38th— Lieutenaot  Colonel  Scoti,  C<ilo* 
nel  Lavall's  cavalry,  and  three  companies  from 
the  brigade  of  General  Smith,  under  oommaotf 
of  Major  Peter,  viz :  his  own  companjr  of  eroi' 
lery.  Captain  StulPs  rifle  corps,  and  Capcaia  D^ 
vidson's  light  infantry.  This  detachment  msicfred 
on  the  road  to  Nottingham,  about  9  o'clock;  the 
remainder  of  the  army  marched  aboot  one  mike 
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in  advance,  to  an  elevated  position ;  the  Com- 
manding General  with  bis  staff,  accompanied  bjr 
Colonel  Monroe,  proceeded  in  advance  to  recon- 
noitre the  march  of  the  enemf.  Commodore 
Barney  had  joined  the  army  with  his  flotilla  men, 
besides  the  marines  under  Captain  Miller;  the 
horse  preceded  the  advance  detachment  of  our 
forces^  met  the  enemy,  and  retired  before  them. 
This  induced  the  advance  corps  to  take  a  position 
to  impede  the  march  of  the  enemy;  but  the  ad- 
vance detachment  was  ordered  to  retrograde  and 
join  the  nraln  body  of  the  army  that  had  remained 
some  hours  in  line  of  battle^  ezpectinff  the  enemy 
to  come  that  route  to  the  city,  but  who  took  the 
road  to  Upper  Marlborough,  turning  to  his  right 
alter  having  come  within  a  few  miles  of  our 
forces;  upon  which  the  Commanding  Qeneral  fell 
back  with  his  whole  forces  to  the  Battalion  Old 
Fields,  about  eight  miles  from  Marlborough,  and 
the  same  distance  from  the  City  of  Washington. 

St  this  time  heavy  explosions  in  the  direction  of 
arlborough  announced  the  destruction  of  the 
flotilla  under  command  of  Commodore  Barney. 
The  enemy  arrived  at  Upper  Marlborough  about 
2  o'clock,  and  remained  there  until  late  next  day. 
to  be  joined,  it  is  presumed,  by  the  detachment  or 
the  enemy  which  had  been  sent  against  the  flo- 
tilla. 

The  Commanding  General  proceeded  to  Marl- 
borough and  found  the  enemy  encamped ;  several 
prisoners  taken ;  gave  information  that  the  enemy 
would  remain  in  that  position  until  next  day ; 
and  after  making  observations  of  the  enemy  till 
the  close  of  the  dayj  General  Winder  returned 
to  the  army.  Late  in  the  evening  of  this  day, 
the  President,  with  the  Secretaries  of  War  and 
Navy^  and  the  Attorney  General  Joined  General 
Winder  at  the  Battalion  Old  Fields,  and  re- 
mained with  him  till  the  evening  of  the  23d.  In 
the  morning  the  troops  were  drawn  up  and  re- 
viewed by  the  President.  The  most  contradictory 
reports  prevailed  as  to  the  movements  and  force 
of^the  enemy,  and  it  was  doubtful  in  camp  whe- 
ther Annapolis^  Fort  Washington-^with  a  view 
to  co-operate  with  his  naval  l^rces — or  the  City 
of  Washington,  was  his  object.  As  to  numbers, 
rumors  vibrated  from  four  thousand  to  twelve 
thousand;  the  best  opinion  was  from  five  to 
•even  thousand.  Our  forces  at  this  time  at  the 
Old  Fields  are  variously  estimated,  with  no  ma- 
terial difference,  at  about  three  thousand  men,  in 
the  following  corps:  About  four  hundred  horse, 
under  the  command  of  the  following  officers: 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lavall,  Colonel  Tilghman, 
Captains  Caldwell,  Thornton,  Herbert,  Williams, 
dbc.;  four  hundred  regular  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  viz :  36th, 
38th,  and  Captain  Morgan's  company  of  the  12th 
infantry ;  six  hundred  marines  and  flotilla  men 
under  Commodore  Barney  and  Captain  Miller, 
with  five  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  two  eighteen 
pounders,  and  three  twelve  pounders ;  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  militia  and  volunteers,  Gen. 
Smith's  brigade  of  Georgetown  and  city  militia, 
and  Maryland  militia  under  Colonel  Kramer; 
of  which  there  were  two  companies  of  artillery 


under  Captain  Burch  and  Major  Peter,  with  six 
six-pounders  each,  making  an  aggregate  of  three 
thousand  two  hundred,  with  seventeen  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  enemy  was  without  cavalry,  and 
had  two  small  field  pieces  and  one  howitzer, 
drawn  by  men ;  and  the  whole  country  well  cal- 
culated for  defence,  skirmishing,  and  to  impede 
the  march  of  an  enemy. 

The  enemy  remained  at  Upper  Marlborough 
till  after  12  o'clock,  about  which  time  General 
Winder  again  ordered  the  detachment  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  and  Major  Peter  to 
advance  and  meet  the  enemr  if  he  should  be 
found  advancing,  or  to  attack  his  positions.-^ 
About  this  time,  12  o'clock,  some  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  from  the  information  given  by  them, 
and  the  observations  of  the  videttes,  General  Win- 
der was  induced  to  believe  that  the  enemy  in- 
tended to  remain  stationary  for  the  day,  which 
induced  him  to  think  of  uniting  with  him  the 
forces  at  Bladensburg,  and  he  despatched  orders 
to  General  Stansbury,  and  other  corps  at  Bla- 
densburg, to  naove  direct  for  Upper  Marlboroagh, 
and  proceeded  himself  towards  Bladensburg  to 
meet  and  hurry  on  the  forces  to  form  a  junction. 
When  General  Winder  left  the  command  with 
General  Smith,  and  proceeded  towards  Bladens- 
burg with  several  troops  of  cavalry,  he  left  orders 
that  the  advance  corps  should  march  upon  the 
enemy,  and  annoy  him  by  all  possible  means  if 
in  march,  or  if  not,  then  in  his  positions;  and  if 
he  advanced  upon  Bladensburg,  General  Smith, 
with  the  main  body,  should  fall  upon  his  flank, 
or  be  governed  by  circumstances  in  other  move- 
ments. •  ^ 

Captain  Caldwell  joined  the  advance  corps  at 
2  o'clock,  P.  M.  An  express  brought  int#lligence 
that  the  enemy  had  left  Upper  Marlboroup^h ;  that 
our  advance  had  met  the  enemv  about  sue  miles 
in  advance  of  our  forces,  and  after  a  skirmish,  in 
which  Captain  Stull's  company  had  about  four 
or  five  rounds,  was  compelled  to  retreat,  and  that 
the  enemy  was  advancing.  One  of  the  Aids  of 
General  Smith  was  despatched  for  General  Win- 
der; the  whole  army  was  placed  in  a  favorable 
attitudeof  defence,  in  which  position  it  continued 
until  about  sunst^  when  General  Winder,  wh<o 
had  arrived  some  time  previou^  ordered  the  army 
to  march  to  the  City  of  Washington.  The  ene- 
my was  about  three  miles  distant,  and  remained 
there  that  night.  Having  remained  till  the  going 
down  of  the  sun,  the  retreat  to  the  city  was  in- 
duced by  several  considerations,  stated  bj  the 
Commanding  General.  1st.  To  effect  a  union  of 
his  whole  forces.  2d.  The  fear  of  a  night  attack, 
from  the  superiority  of  the  enemy,  and  want  or 
discipline  in  his  troops.  And,  3d.  In  a  night 
attacK  his  superiority  in  artillery  could  not  be 
used.  The  march  of  our  army  to  the  city  was 
extremely  rapid  and  precipitate,  and  orders  occa- 
sionally given  to  captains  of  companies  to  hurry 
on  the  men,  who  were  extremely  fatigued  and 
exhausted  before  the  camping  ground  was  reached, 
near  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

deneral  Stansbury  had  arrived  at  Bladensburg 
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OD  the  22d,  sad  lh«  5th  Baltimore  regiment,  in- 
clttding  the  artiUery  aod  rifle  corps,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  23d ;  and,  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  Colo- 
nel Monroe,  in  passing  through  Bladensburg  to 
the  City  of  Washington,  advised  General  Stans- 
burv  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy  forth- 
with, as  it  was  understood  that  he  was  in  motion 
for  the  city.  General  Stansbury  haying  been  or- 
dered to  take  post  at  Bladensburg,  did  not  think 
he  was  at  liberty  to  leave  it;  but,  independent  of 
this  consideration,  the  fatigue  of  the  troops  under 
Colonel  Sterret  made  it  impracticable. 

It  is  here  proper  to  state,  that,  on  the  224,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  to  General  Winder, 
which  closes  their  written  communications  pre- 
vious to  the  24tb,  except  a  short  note  of  that 
morning,  states  that  he  bad  ordered  Gen.  Doug- 
las to  march  with  his  command  to  the  District, 
without  seeking  a  rendezvous  with  General  Hun- 
gerford;  that  a  detachment  of  the  12th  infantrv 
had  arrived;  that  it  should  be  armed,  equipped, 
and  noarch  to  the  Woodyard ;  that  the  Baltimore 
brigade  wonld  arrive  at  Bladensburg  that  day, 
and  suggests  the  propriety  of  throwing  Bar- 
ney's seamen  and  some  other  troops  on  the 
right  of  Nottingham-^-ft  demonstration  which 
wonld  menace  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  his 
eoramanication  with  his  shipping,  which  would, 
if  not  stop,  much  retard  his  progress.  On  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  in  a  short  note  to  the  Sec* 
retary  of  War,  General  Winder  says,  the  infor- 
mation up  the  river  is  threatening;  Barney,  or 
some  other  force,  should  occupy  the  batteries  at 
Greenleafs  Point  and  Navy  Yard,  and  wishes 
counsel  from  the  Government  or  the  Secretary  of 
War.  Upon  this  note  there  is  an  endorsement  in 
the  handwriting  of  General  Armstrong  to  this 
effect:  ** Went  to  General  Winder,  sa.w  no  neces- 
aity  for  ordering  Barney  to  Greenleafs  Point  or 
Navy  Yard,  advised  the  Commodore  to  join  the 
army  at  Bladensburg,  and  ordered  Minor's  regi- 
ment to  that  place." 

On  the  21st,  late  at  night,  Colonel  Tayloe  ar- 
rive in  the  city  from  the  Northern  Neck,  where 
lie  had  been  charged  with  orders  in  relation  to 
the  Virginia  draughts,  and  reported  himself  to 
General  Armstrong,  who  issued  the  following 
general  order: 

**  War  DBPUtTMJBiiT, 
AugU9t  22, 1814.-12  o'clock. 
^Generai  Order: 

'^General  Douglass  will  assemble  his  brigade 
at  Alexandria,  and  hold  it  there  subject  to  orders. 
"JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 

Colonel  Tayloe  executed  this  order,  and  Tues- 
day night,  the  23d,  again  reported  himself  to 
General  Armstrong,  who  issued  the  following 
orders: 

"  General  Order :  "  War  DepARTMCNT. 

"Lieutenant  Colonel  Minor  will  repair  to 
.Washington,  with  the  regiment  under  his  com- 
mand, with  the  utmost  despatch.  He  will  report 
on  his  arrival  to  Colonel  Carbery  of  the  &th 
regiment,  and  make  a  requisition  for  arms  and 
ammunition.         "JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 


*<  Was  DnPAaTMBNT,  Aug.  23,  1814. 
"  General  Order: 

"AH  the  militia  now  in  aod  marching'  to  Alex- 
andria, besides  Colonel  Minor,  will  march  imme- 
diately  to  Washinffton.  These  orders  wOl  be 
communicated  by  Colonel  Tayloe. 

»'JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 

On  the  18th  of  August.  General  Yaa  Ness  or- 
dered General  Young  to  call  out,  en  matte,  the 
brigade  under  his  command,  including  the  Alex- 
andria militia ;  the  same  day,  two  troops  of  ear- 
airy,  attached  to  the  brigade,  were  ordered  to 
rendezvous  at  Bladensburg ;  on  the  19t]h,  at  foar 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  accompany  Co!Von.d 
Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  be  sabjeci  to 
his  order.  On  the  20tb,  in  the  afternoon,  Gen. 
Young's  brigade  was  ordered  by  General  Winder 
to  cross  the  Potomac,  opjfosite  Alexaadria,  aad 
encamp  in  the  best  position,  and  wait  further 
orders,  which  was  effected — the  brigade  consist- 
ing of  four  hundred  and  fiftv-four  men,  two  brass 
six-poqnders  aod  one  brass  (our-poander.  On  the 
22d,  early,  General  Young,  by  order  of  General 
Wilder,  marched  his  brigade  and  took  a  positioa 
on  a  height  near  the  head  of  Piscatawa^  creek, 
about  three  miles  in  the  rear  of  Fort  WMMbiBg- 
too,  where  the  ground  was  favorable  for  a  small 
detachment  to  defend  the  countrv  against  a  oaach 
greater  force,  and  remained  in  tJiis  position  uiiil 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  when  several  orders 
were  given  to  him ;  first,  to  mtTtk  towards  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge ;  second,  to  cross  the  Po- 
tomac to  the  Virginia  side,  dtc.  This  bcinude 
was  intended,  in  its  dispositions,  to  aid  Fort 
Washington,  the  town  of  Alexandria,  and  to  be 
in  a  situation  to  join  General  Winder. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  General  Winder 
established  his  headquarters  near  the  Kastera 
Branch  bridge;  detachments  of  horse  were  oat 
in  various  directions  as  videttes^and  reeoosorfer- 
ing  Mrties,  and  arrangements  made  to  destroy 
the  JSastern  Branch  bridge.  Coloael  Geor^ 
Minor,  with  his  regiment  of  Vii^nia  miUiva, 
composed  of  six  hundred  infantry  aad  oae  Viua^ 
dred  cavalrjr,  arrived  at  the  City  of  Washtagtoa 
in  the  twilight  of  the  evening  of  the  i£3d :  he 
called  on  the  President,  who  rmrred  him  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  orders;  the  Secretary  in- 
formed Dim  that  arms  could  not  be  had  that 
niffht,  but  gave  orders  to  report  himself  to  Cole- 

pl  Ca  ' 


nel  Carbery  earlv  in  the  morning,  who 

furnish  him  with  arms  and  ammanitioft,  as  he 
was  charged  with  that  duty  by  Greneral  Winder. 
From  early  in  the  morning  till  late  in  the  foie- 
noon  Colonel  Minor  sought  Coloael  Carbery  diU- 
geatly,  but  he  could  not  be  fouud.     He  rode  te 
headouarters  and  obtained  an  order  frota  Genenl 
Winder  upou  the  arsenal  for  arms,  dbo.,  marched 
to  the  place  with  his  regiment,  and  its  care  fe 
found  committed  to  a  young  man,  whose  caaciBa 
in  giving  out  arms,  &c.,  very  much  delayed  d» 
arming  and  supplying  this  regiment.     As  ia- 
stance  is  heregiven,  when  the  flints  were  cosated 
out  by  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  to  expedite 
business  at  this  crisis,  the  yoan^  iiiaaitou\d 
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coani  them  over  before  they  could  he  obtained. 
Colonel  Carbery  arrived  at  this  moment,  apolo- 
giztdfof,  his  absence,  and  informed  Col.  Minor 
that  he  had  the  evening  previous  ridden  out  to 
his  country  seat.  Colonel  Minor  was  again  de- 
layed some  small  length  of  time,  in  haying  to 
remain  to  sign  receipts,  ^.  His  men  were 
ordered  to  Capitol  Hill,  in  the  meantime,  rari* 
ous  reports  were  brought  into  headouarters,  as  to 
the  movementa  and  inteniioiis  of  the  enemy. 
The  President  abd  Heads  of  Departments  col- 
lected at  headquarters  in  the  following  order: 
The  President,  next  Secretary  of  State,  nest  the 
Attorney  General,  next  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  last  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Treas- 
ury together.  Qoloncl  Monroe  had  left  head- 
quarters, upon  a  rumor,  that  gained  grouad,  that 
the  enemy  was  marching  upon  the  city  by  way 
of  Bladensburg,  with  a  view  of  joiniqg  Qeneral 
Stansbttry,  adrlsing  him  of  the  rumor,  and  to 
aid  him  in  ihe  formation  of  a  line  of  battle  to 
meet  ttie  enemy.  General  Stansbu ry,  for  reasons 
given  ia  his  report,  had  marched  from  his  posi- 
tion in  advance  of  Bladensbnrg,  and  occupied, 
the  |T0und  west  of  that  villi^,  on  the  bants  of 
the  Bastern  Branch.  Here  the  front  line  of  bat- 
tle was  formed  by  General  Stansbury  and  his 
officers,  with  the  aid  of  Colonel  Monroe,  on  the 
preuimpttoo  that  General  Stansbory's  brigade 
and  the  coromaad  of  Colonel  Sterret  included  the 
command  of  Major  Pinkney  and  Baltimore  artil- 
lery. 

There  ra  a  bridge  over  the  Bastern  Branch  at 
Bladensbnrg,  and  a  Urge  turnpike  road  leading 
direct  to  the  City  of  Washington.  About  four 
hundred  yards  from  this  bridge,  some  small  dis- 
Unce  to  the  left  of  the  road,  the  Baltimore  artil- 
lery, aix  pieces  of  six  pounders,  oeeupied  a  tem- 
porary breaH-work  of  earth,  well  calculated  to 
ooimiaad  th)^  pass  over  the  bridge.  Part  of  the 
battalioji  of  irifiemen,  uader  Major  William  Pink- 
aey,  and  one  other  eompanv,  took  position  on  the 
kignt  of  ihe  artillery,  partially  protected  by  a  fenee 
and  brush;  and  on  the  left  of  the  battery,  leading 
to  the  rear  of  av  barn,  two  companies,  from  tbe 
regiment  under  Colonel  Shutz,  and  the  other  part 
of  the  riflemeii  from  BaltimtHre.  Colonel  Regan 
waa  poated  in  the  rear  of  Major  Pinkney,  bis  ri^bt 
raatiflg  on  the  road  t  Colonel  Shutz,  continuing 
the  liAO  OB  the  left,  with  a  small  vacancy  in  the 
centre  of  the  two  segimeots ;  and  Colonel  Starret 
formed  tbeextrameleft  Aank  of  the  iitfaatry.  At 
this  momeat,  Colonels  Beall  and  Hood  entered 
Bladensbuqi^,  with  the  Marylaml  militia  from 
Annapolis,  crossed  the  bridge,  and  took  a  position 
on  a  most  oomownding  height,  on  the  right  of  the 
turnpike,  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
road,  to  aeeure  the  right  flank.  In  the  meantime, 
(about  eleveo  o'clock)  certain  intelligence  was 
reeeived  at  headquarters^  that  the  enemy  was  ia 
full  march  towards  Bladensburg;  which  induced 
General  Winder  to  put  in  motion  his  whole  force, 
except  a  few  men  and  a  piece  of  artillery  left  at 
the  Bastern  Branch  bridffe,  to  destroy  it.  The 
day  was  hot,  and  the  roaa  was  dusty— the  march 
"was  rapid  to  Bladensburg;    The  cavalry  and 


mounted  men  arrived,  abd  were  placed  on  the  left 
flank,  and  some  small  distance  in  its  rear.  Gen- 
eral Winder  now  arrived,  and  told  General  Stans- 
bury and  Colonel  Monroe  that  his  whole  force 
was  marching  for  BladensbOrg,  and  appHDved 
the  dispositions  which  had  been  made  of  the 
troops;  at  which  moment,  it  had  become  imprac- 
ticable, in  the  opinion  of  the  ofiieers,  to  make  any 
essential  change :  for  the  two  armies  were  now 
coming  to  the  battle  ground,  iu  opposite  direc- 
tions; and  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  opposite 
heights  at  Bladensburg,  about  a  mile  distant,  and 
halted  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes^  This  was  about 
twelve  o'clock.  The  troops  from  the  city  were 
disposed  of  as  they  arrived.  Captain  Burcb,  with 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  was  stationed  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  infantry  of  the  first  line ;  and  a 
rifle  company,  armed  with  muskets,  near  the  bat- 
tery, to  support  it.  About  this  time  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  arrived,  and  in  a  few  moments  after, 
the  President  and  the  Attorney  General,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  dispositipn  of  the  troops. 
In  the  meantime,  as  the  enemy  advanced  into 
Bladensburg,  the  ofiieers  were  forming  rapidly 
the  second  One.  The  command  of  Commodore 
Barney  came  up  in  a  trot ;  and  formed  his  pnen 
on  the  riffht  of  the  main  road,  in  a  line  with  the 
command  under  Colonels  BeaUi^and  Hood,  with 
a  considerable  vacancy,  owing  to  the  ground. 
The  heavy  artillery.  Commodore  Barney  planted 
in  the  road;  the  tnree  twelve  pounders  to  the 
right,  under  Captain  Miller,  who  commanded  the 
flotilla  men  and  marines,  as  infantry,  to  support 
the  artillery.  Lieutenant  Colonel  STramer,  with 
abattalion  of  Maryland  militia,  was  posted  in  the 
wood,  in  advance  of  the  marines  and  Colonels 
Bealland  Hood's  command.  The  regiment  under 
command  of  Colonel  Magroder,  was  stationed  on 
the  left  of  Commodore  Barney,  and  in  a  line  with 
him  and  Colonel  Beall.  The  regiment  under 
command  of  Colonel  Brant,  and  Major  Warriag's 
battalion,  and  some  other  small  detachments, 
formed  the  left  flank  of  this  second  line,  and  in 
the  rear  of  Major  Peter's  battery ;  and  LieutenatUt 
Colonel  Scott,  with  the  regulars,  was  placed  in 
advance  of  Colonel  Magrader,  and  to  the  Ic^t, 
forming  a  line  towards  Major  Peter'a  battery,  but 
in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  mask  it ;  other  &mall 
detachments  in  various  directions. 

About  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  while  the  sec- 
ond line  was  thus  forming,  the  eneniy  approached, 
and  the  battle  commenced.  The  nahimore  ar- 
tillery opened  a  fire  and  dispersed  the  enemy's 
light  troops  now  advancing  along  the  street  of  the 
village,  who  took  a  temporary  cover  behind  the 
houses  and  trees^  in  loose  order,  and  presented  ob- 
jects only  occasionally  for  the  fire  of  the  cannon. 
The  enemy  commenced  throwing  his  rockets,  and 
his  light  troops  began  to  copcentrate  near  the 
bridge,  and  to  press  across  it  and  the  river,  which 
was  fordable  above.  The  battalion  of  riflemen, 
under  Major  Pinkney,  now  united  gallantly  with 
the  Are  from  the  battery.  For  some  minutes  the 
fire  was  continued  with  considerable  elSect;  the 
enemy's  column  was  not  only  dispersed  while  in 
the  street,  but  while  approaching  the' bridge  they 
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were  thrown  into  some  confusion,  and  the  British 
officers  were  seen  exerting  themselves  to  press  the 
soidiers  on.  Having  now  gained  the  bridge,  it 
was  passed  rapidly,  and  as  the  eneitiy  crossed, 
flanked,  formea  a  hoe,  and  advanced  steadily  on, 
which  compelled  the  artillery  and  battalion  of  ri- 
flemen to  ffiTe  way,  after  which  Major  Pinkney 
was  severely  wounded.  He  exerted  himself  to 
rally  his  men,  and  succeeded,  at  a  small  distance 
in  the  rear  of  his  first  position,  and  united  with 
the  fifth  Baltimore  regiment. 

It  appears  from  reports  of  several  oflicers,  Stans- 
bury,  Pinkney,  Law,  Sterret,  &c.;  that  the  com- 
mand of  General  Stansbury  was  three  jor  four 
hundred  y^rds  in  the  rear  of  the  battery,  and  Major 
Pinkney's  riflemen  and  some  other  small  corps  to 
the  left  of  the  battery ;  of  course  this  small  piarty 
had  to  fight  wtlh  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
until  they  retired,  and  the  enemy  occupied  the 
ground  they  left  without  any  considerable  resist- 
tance,  as  the  enemy  marched  on  without  halting 
after  the  bridge  was  passed.    Captain  Burch  and 
Colonel  Sterret  were  about  the  same  distance, 
when  Colonel  Sterret  was  ordered  to  advance  to 
support  the  first  line.    One  of  the  pieces  of  artil- 
lery ^as  abandoned,  but  spiked  previously.    The 
enemy  soon  took  advantage  of  the  trees  of  an  or- 
chard, which  was  occupied  or  held  by  the  force 
which  had  just  retreated,  and  kept  up  a  galling 
fire  on  part  of  our  line.    Captain  Burch's  artillery, 
and  a  small  detachment  near  it,  now  opened  a 
cross  fire  upon  the  enemy.     Colonel  Sterret, 
with  the  fifth  Baltimore  regiment,  was  ordered 
to  advance,  and  made  a  prompt  movement,  until 
ordered  to  halt,  as  at  this  moment  the  rockets  as- 
suming ^  more  horizontal  direction,  and  passing 
near  the  heads  of  Colond  Shutz  and  Raeaii's  re- 
(;iments,  the  right  gave  way,  which  was  followed 
m  a  few  minutes  by  a  general  flight  of  the  two  re- 
giments, id  defiance  of  all  the  exertions  of  General 
Winder,  Stansbury,  and  other  officers.    Burch's 
artillery  and  the  5th  regiment  remained  with 
firmness;  the  orchard  obstructed  their  fire;  but 
uotwithstandine  the  enemy's  light  troops  were, 
for  a  moment,  driven  back  by  them,  the  enemy 
having  gained  the  right  flank  of  the  fifth,  which 
exposed  it,  Burch's  artillery  and  Colonel  Sterret, 
who  oommanded  the  fifth,  were  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Winder  to  retreat,  with  a  view  of  forming  at 
a  small  distance  in  the  rear ;  but  instead  of  retir- 
ing  in  order,  the  fifth,  like  the  two  other  regiments 
under  General  Stansbury.  in  a  very  few  minutes 
were  retreating  in  disorder  and  confusion,  not- 
withstanding the  exertions  of  Colonel  Sterret  to 
prevent  it.    From  reports  of  various  officers,  ex- 
ertions were  made  to  rally  the  men  and  to  bring 
them  again  to  the  battle,  which  partly  succeeded 
in  the  nrst  instance,  but  ultimately,  and  in  a  short 
time,  all  attempts  were  vain,  and  the  forces 
routed  ;  and  the  first  line,  together  with  the  horse, 
were  totally  routed,  and  retreated  in  a  road  which 
forked  in  three  directions;  one  branch  led  by  Rock 
Creek  Church,  to  Tenleytown  and  Montgomery 
Court-house,  another  led  to  Georgetown,  and   a 
third  to  the  City  of  Washington.    It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  movement  was  made  or  attempted  i 


by  the  cavalry  or  horsemen,  althoiigli  the  enemy 
to  the  left  were  in  open  and  scattered  order,  a« 
they  pursued  or  pressed  upon  our  liDa^aud  a.  most 
fortunate  moment  presented  itself  for  a  charge  of 
cavalry  and  horsemen. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe  that  General 
Winder  states  his  exertions  to  direct  the  retreat- 
iog  line  to  the  Capitol,  with  a.  view  of  rallying. 
This  intention  is  corroborated  by  Colooel  Ster- 
ret; but  it  appears  as  if  this  determination  was 
not  generally  understood  by  the  ofileers  or  men. 
Colonel  Kramer,  posted  on  the  right  of  the  md, 
and  in  advance  oi  Commodore  Barney,  was  next 
drawn  from  his  position,  after  having  maincaiaed 
his  ground  with  considerable  injury  to  the  enemy, 
and  retreated  upon  the  command  of  ColoaeUBeali 
and  Hood,  on  a  commanding  eaiinence  to  the 
right.    After  the  retreat  of  the  militia  under  Col- 
onel Kramer,  from  his  first  position,  the  enemy's 
column  in  the  road  was  exposed  to  an  animated 
discharge  from  Major  Peter's  artillerf,  which  con- 
tinued until  they  came  into  coortact  with  Commo- 
dore Barney ;  here  the  enemy  met  the  greatest  re- 
sistance, and  sustained  the  greatest  loss,  advaacia^ 
upon  our  retreating  line.    When  the  enemy  came 
in  full  view,  and  in  a  heavy  column  in  the  maia 
road,  Commodore  Barney  ordered  an  eigbtecB 
pounder  to  be  opened  upon  them,  which  com- 
pletely cleared  the  road,  scattend,  sod  re^Milsed 
the  enemy  for  a  moment.    In  several  artempu  to 
ratlyand  advance,  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  which 
induced  him  to  flank  to  the  right  ot  our  lines  in 
an  open  field.    Here  Captain  Miller  opened  upon 
him  with  the  three  twelve  pounders,  and  the  flo- 
tilla men,  acting  as  infiintry,  with  conaideraUe 
effect.    The  enemy  continued  flanking  to  the 
right,  and  pressed  upon  the  command  of  Coloaeb 
Beall  and  Hoodj  which  gave  way,  afker  three  or 
four  rounds  of  inefiectoai  ^te^  at  a  consideiaUe 
distance  from  tbeenemy^,  while  Colonel  fieali  and 
other  officers  attempted  to  rally  the  men  on  this 
high  position;    The  enemy  very  sooa  gained  the 
flank  and  even  the  rear  of  the  right  of  the  second 
line.    Commodore  Barney,  Oaptaia  MilUr,  and 
some  other  officers  of  his  command,  being  wound- 
ed, his  ammunition  wagons  having  gone  off*  ia 
the  disorder,  and  that  which  the  marines  and  flo- 
tilla men  had  being  exhausted  ;  in  this  sitnatioa. 
a  retreat  was  ordered  by  Commodore  Baiacy, 
who  fell  himself  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  second  line  was  not  exactly  connected,  hm 
posted  in  ad  va n tageous  positions  in  eonnexion  wiA 
and  sup|>ortingeach  other.  The  command  of  An- 
eralSoiiih,  inclading  the  Georgetown  and  city 
militia,  still  remained  in  order,  and  fim,  without 
any  part  of  them  having  given  waf,  as  veil  an  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scottof  the  reg- 
ulars, and  some  other  corps.  The  enemy^  light 
troops  had.  in  the  meantime,  advanced  on  the  left 
of  the  roan,  and  had  gained  a  line  parallel  wid 
Smith's  command,  and,  in  endenroring  to  tan 
the  flank,  Colonel  Brent  was  placed  in  a  posiDBB 
calculated  to  prevent  it ;  the  enemy  alsoadfasesd 
and  came  within  long  shot  of  fiart  of  Galsael 
Magruder's  command,  which  opened  a  psrtini 
fire,  bat  without  much  dreet;and,  at  thisBomnAt, 
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aid  in  this  situation^  Genenl  Wilder  ordered  the 
w^le  of  the  troopt)  then  statknarv,  to  retreat, 
whieh  was.effeeted  wkh  as  maeh  oraer  as  the  oa- 
tore  of  the  i^round  aod  the  oecasion  would  permit ; 
these  troops,  after  retreating  ^Yt  or  six  hundred 
paees,  were  hal^  and  formed,  but  were  again 
ordered  to  retreat  by  Qeneral  Winder.  General 
Winder  then  ffare  orders  to  collect  and  form  the 
,  troops  on  the  neig^hls  west  of  the  turnpike  gate, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Capitol,  which 
order  was  in  part  exeouted,  and  the  forces  formed 
br  Gcnwil  Smith  and  the  other  oflk«rs^  when 
Cdoftel  Qeorge  Minor  came  up  with  hisregi* 
meat  of  Virginia  volunteer^  and  united  his  forces 
with  General  Smith's  command,  having  been  de- 
tained}  as  before  stated^  in  obtaining  arms,  am* 
raunitieojjdbo. ;  but,  while  in  the  act  of  forming, 
Qeneral  Winder  gave  orders  to  retire  to  the  Cap- 
itol, with  the  expectation  of  being  united  with 
the  troops  of  the  first  line.  Colonel  Minor  was 
ordered  to  take  a  certain  position  and  disposition, 
and  cover  the  retreat  of  all  the  forees  by  remain- 
ing until  all  had  marched  for  the  Capitol.  The 
troops  were  again  halted  at  the  Capitol  while 
General  Winder  was  in  conierence  with  Colonel 
Monroe  and  General  Armstrong. 

The  first  line  and  cavalry,  except  one  troop  of 
Colonel  Lavall^  bad  taken  a  route  which  did  not 
bring  them  to  the  Capitol ;  the  most  of  them  had 
proceeded  north  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  and 
othere  dispersed  and  returned  home,  and  sought 
refreshment  in  the  country.  The  Commanding 
General  represented  the  diminution  of  his  force, 
the  dispersion  of  a  large  portion  of  it,  the  want  or 
discipline,  the  gitat  fatigue  of  the  troops,  and  be- 
liever that  it  would  be  impossible  to  inake  effec- 
tual resistance  to  the  invasion  of  the  city;  nor 
did  be  think  it  would  be  proper  to  attempt  to  de- 
fond  the  Capitol,  the  troops  being  without  provi« 
sions)  and  which  would  leave  every  9therplBrtof 
the  city  to  the  merey  of  the  enemy,  and  the  pros* 
pect  of  losing  his  army.  In  this  consultation,  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  War,  it  appears,  concur- 
red in  their  views  with  General  Winder,  and  ad- 
vised him  to  retire  and  rallY  the  troops  upon  the 
heights  of  Oeoifetown  \  this  produoed  an  order 
for  the  whole  force  to  retreat  from  Capitol  Hill 
through  Georgetown.  ■  On  receiving  this  order, 
the  troops  evinced  the  deepest  anguish,  and  that 
Older  which  had  been  previoaeljr  mainttined  was 
destroyed.  General  Smith  in  his  report  uses  this 
languace  i  ^''  when  the  order  for  a  retreat  from 
Capitol  Hill  was  received,  the  troops  evinced  an 
anguish  beyond  the  power  of  language  to  express." 
The  troops  were  halted  at  Tenleytown,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  to  collect  them  together,  which 
only  partially  succeeded.  Some  returned  home, 
some  went  in  pursuit  of  refreshments,  and  those 
that  halted  gave  themselves  up  to  the  uncontrolled 
feelings  which  fatigue,  exhaustion,  privation,  and 
disappointment,  produced.  The  force  thus  col- 
lected were  marched  about  five  miles  up  the  Po- 
tomac, and,  early  in  the  morning.  Thursday  the 
86th,  orders  were  given  to  assemble  the  troops  at 
Montgomery  Coomouse.  General  Winder  seems 
to  have  taken  this  position  with  a  view  to  collect 
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his  forces,  and  to  interpose  for  the  protection  of 
Baltimore,  in  case  the  enemy  marched  upon  it  as 
was  anticipated  bv  him.  On  the  23d,  GeoeraL 
Winder  despatched  an  order  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Washington  to  place  patrols  on 
every  road  leading  to  the  ^prrison ;  ana,  upon  the 
event  of  his  being  taken  in  the  rear  of  tne  foct^ 
to  blow  it  up  and  retire  across  the  river.  On  the 
26th,  the  army  at  Montgomery  took  up  the  line, 
of  march  about  ten  o'cfock  towards  Baltimt^re: 
General  Winder  proceeded  on  to  Baltimora*  On 
the  27th,  General  Smith's  brigade  marched  to 
this  District. 

The  distance  from  Benedict  to  the  City  of 
Washington,  by  Bladensbmg,  is  upwards  of  fifty 
miles.  The  enemy  was  without  baggage  wagons 
or  means  of  transportation ;  his  troops  much  ez-^ 
hausted  with  fatigue ;  many  compelled  to  quit  tha- 
ranks,  and  extraordinary  exertions  used  to  keep 
others  in  motion ;  and,  as  if  unable  to  pursue  our 
forces,  remained  on  the  battle  ground ;  the  ene- 
my's advance  reached  the  city  about  eight  o'clock 
.in  the  evening,  the  battle'  haviai;  ended  about 
two  o'clock,  or  before.  The  main  body  of  tha 
enemy  remained  on  the  heights  west  of  the  turn- 
pike gate. 

DoctorCailett,the  superintending  surgeon,  who 
was  admitted  to  attend  upon  the  wounded,  and 
who  passed  through  the  enemy's  camp,  and  re- 
mained at  Bladensbnrg  until  the  city  was  evaea*. 
ated,  had  the  best  opportunity  of  estimating  the 
loss  on  both  sides,  as  well  as  a  good  opportunity 
to  ascertain  the  number  and  force  of  the.enemy« 
His  estimate  is  as  follows: 

Of  tfte  cficfiqf.'-^n  Capitol  Hill,  seven  hun- 
dred ;  Turnpike  Hill,  two  thousand;  wounded  at 
Bladensbnrg,  three  haodred^  attendants,  three 
hundred ;  wounded  and  attendanto  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  sixty;  killed  at  Bladeasbarg  and  tha 
city,  one  hundred  and  eiffhty ;  total  force,  three 
thousand  ^yh  hundred  and  forty.  This  statement 
is  corroborated  by  all  the  information  in  his  pow- 
er, besides  his  own  observations*  Mr.  Law  esti- 
mated the  enemy,  on  iu  mareh,at  five  thousand  | 
but,  from  the  best  informatioui  his  estimalawould 
be  about  four  thounnd  five  hundiedi  Colonel 
Monroe,  who  viewed  the  enemy  on  his  march, 
estimated  the  number  at  about  six  thousand.  Gea^ 
erel  Winder  states  that  the  beat  opinion  at  the 
Woodyard  made  the  enemy  from  five  to  seveft 
thousand.  Ourforcu  are  variously  estamatedi 
and,  indeed,  from  the  manner  of  collecting  thenii 
and  their  dispersion,  mak^  itdiftcult  to  ascertain 
the  number  with  perfect  aocuraey.  Genernl 
Stanslmry  represente  Colonel  Regan's  reffiment 
at  five  hundred  and  fifty ;  Colonel  Shutrs  regi-t 
ment  at  ewht  hundred ;  Colonels  Beall's  and 
Hood's  at  eight  hundred;  Colonel  Stemt's  regi- 
ment at  five  hundred ;  Major  Pinkney's  com- 
mand, including  two  companies  of  artillery,  three 
hundred ;  makiog  two  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-three;  but  General  Winder  estimates 
Colonel  Beall  six  or  seven  Hundred ;  deduct  one 
hundred,  this  leaves  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifth-three ;  to  which  add  the  command  of 
General  Smith,  and  militia  that  united  with  him 
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at  the  Woodyard,  Battalion  Old  Fields,  &e.,  the 
ngulars  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  Bar- 
ney's command,  the  cavalry,  A«.,  three  thousand 
two  hundred  ;  makioff  an  agffr^te^numbeT  of 
six  thousand  and  fifty*three.  Besides  this  force, 
several  detachments  are  spoken  of  by  General 
Winder's  officers,  not  known,  amounting  to  sev- 
eral hundred.  But  as  a  small  detachment  was 
left  at  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  others,  partic- 
ularly some  of  the  cavalry,  were  on  detachment, 
Mconnoitering,  &«.,  the  number  of  forces,  may  be 
estimated  at  least  at  six  thousand,  including  about 
twenty  pieces  of  artillery,  two  eighteen  pounders, 
three  twelves,  and  the  balance  six  pounders.  Our 
loss  on  the  field  of  battle,  killed,  is  estimated  by 
the  superintending  surgeon  at  ten  or  twelve,  and 
the  wounded,  some  of  whom  died,  at  about  thirty. 
General  Winder's  official  report  estimates  our  loss 
at  about  thirty  killed  and  fifty  wounded. 

The  probable  estimate  of  British  forces  on  the 
Mth  of  August,  total  four  thousand  five  hundred ; 
killed  at  Bladensburg  and  in  the  city,  one  hundred 
and  fifty ;  wounded  at  both  places,  three  hundred. 
American  forces,  six  thousand;  killed,  twenty, 
wounded  forty ;  besides  the  regiment  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Minor,  six  hundred  infantry  and 
one  hundred  horse,  which  met  the  retreat  on  the 
west  of  the  turnpike  gate;  and  General  Young's 
brigade  about  five  hundred,  which  was  ordered  to 
remain  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  about  twelve 
miles  from  the  City  of  Washington,  until  the 
evening  of  the  24th,  when  he  crossed  over  to  Al- 
exandria, and  proceeded  to  Montgomery  Court- 
house, to  join  the  main  army. 

The  enemy)  on  the  evening  of  the  25th,  made 
the  greatest  exertions  to  leave  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. They  had  about  forty  indifierent  looking 
horses,  ten  or  twelve  carts  and  wagons,  one  ox 
cart,  one  coach,  and  several  gigs ;  these  were 
sent  to  Bladensburg  to  move  off  the  wounded :  a 
drove  of  sixty  or  seventy  cattle  preceded  this 
party.  Arriving  at  Bladensburg,  the  British  sur- 
geon was  ordered  to  select  the  wounded  who  could 
walk;  the  forty  horses  were  mounted  bv  those 
who  could  ride;  the  carte  and  wagons  loaded,  and 
upwards  of  ninety  wounded  left  behind.  Aoout 
twelve  o'clock  at  night  the  British  army  passed 
through  Bladensburg,  and  parties  continued  until 
morning,  and  stragglers  until  after  mid-day.  The 
retreat  of  the  enemy  to  his  shipping  was  precipi- 
tate, 4nd  apparently  under  an  alarm,  and,  it  is  sup- 
posed, that  it  was  known  to  him  that  our  forces 
nad  marched  to  Montgopiery  Court-house. 

The  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  General  Stansbury, 
Major  William  Pinkaey,  Dr.  Catlett,  and  Mr. 
Law,  all  remarki  that  General  Winder  was  active 
and  zealous,  encouraged  the  men,  and  exposed 
himself;  and  acted  as  a  man  of  firmness  during 
the  engagement,  and  endeavored  to  rally,  with 
other  officers,  the  lines,  as  they  gave  way. 

There  seems  to  be  a  general  concurrence  of 
statement,  that  our  forces  were  much  fatigued 
and  worn  down  with  marching,  coonter-march- 
ingj  and  their  strength  much  exhausted,  during 
their  service,  by  remaining  under  arms  much  of 
the  night,  as  well  as  the  day,  by  false  alarms,  and 


otherwise.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  it  was  gen- 
erally known  among  the  officers  and  mea  otche 
first  line,  that  the  forces  from  the  citr  were  formed 
behind  in  the  second  line,  to  meet  the  enemy  and 
support  them.  This  statement  is  made  by  Gen- 
eral Stansbury,  BAajor  William  Piakney,  and 
some  other  officers  of  the  first  line. 

JUcapUulation, 
This  statement  of  facte  has  brought  the  com- 
mittee to  a  recapitulation  of  sooie  of  the  promi- 
nent circumstances  in  this  part  of  ihetiaosaetioo. 
Without  entering  into  the  consideration  of  the 
means  in  the  power  of  the  Admiaistntioa,  and 
the  equal  claims  of  every  part  of  the  exienave 
maritime  and  territorial  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  in  proportion  to  ito  importanee  and  cxpo- 
sure^  to  defensive  measures,  the'eommitlee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  means  authorized  for  the  security 
of  the  10th  military  district,  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  a  Cabinet  Cooneil  of  the  1st 
of  July,  were  ample  and  sufficient  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  force,  and  seasonable  as  to  the  time  wbea 
the  measures  were  authorized.    On  the  2d  of 
July  the  10th  military  district  was  constttuied, 
and  the  command  given  to  General  Winder.    Qa 
the  4th  of  July  the  requisition  upon  the  States 
for  ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  men  was 
made.    On  the  14th  of  July  the  Governors  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  ackaovledgcd  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  requisition  of  the  4th,  and  promised 
promptitude.    About  the  10th  of  July  the  Gov- 
6rnor  of  Marvland  was  served  with  the  leqoisi- 
tion,  and  took  measures  to  designate  a  corps  oC 
six  thousand  men,  the  whole  quota  from  that 
State.    On  the  12th  of  July  General  Winder  was 
authorized,  in  case  of  menaced  or  actual  invaaiea, 
to  call  into  service  the  whole  quota  of  Maryland. 
On  the  17ih  General  Winder  was  aothorized  to 
call  into  actus  I  service  not  less  thaa  tara^  nor 
more  than  three  thousand  of  the  draughts  ass^ed 
to  his  command,  to  form  a  permanent  fsfce^  be 


statioaed  in  some  central  position  beti 
more  and  the  City  of  Washington.  Oa  the  i 
day,  17th  of  July,  General  Winder  wasanthofoied 
to  call  on  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  five  thou- 
sand men ;  on  Virginia,  two  thousand ;  on  the 
militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  m  dispoa- 
ble  stale,  two  thousand ;  together  with  the  six 
thousand  from  Maryland:  making  an  agfrcgate 
force  of  fifteen  thousand  draughted  militia,  tkice 
thousand  of  which  authorized  to  be  called  imm 
actual  service,  the  residue  in  case  of  netati  ct 
menaced  invasion.,  besides  the  regular  tio^ps,  c»- 
timated  at  one  thbosand^making  siztees  thou- 
sand, independent  of  marines  and  llotiiia  men. 
This  was  the  measure  of  defence  eonicmplaied 
for  the  military  district  No.  10,  and  the  measorcs 
taken  by  the  War  Department  op  to  the  I7th  ef 
July  in  execution  of  it. 

In  relation  to  the  collection  of  this  force,  seven/ 
unfortunate  circumstances  intervened  to  piad^e 
a  great  and  manifest  failure. 

1st.  On  the  7tb  of  July  General  Winder  was 
authorized,  in  consequence  of  his  own  migltinnna^ 
and  in  conformity  to  (he  wishes  of  the  nMauit 
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to  call  into  actual  service  as  many  m  three 
tbonsaDcl,  and  not  less  than  two  thousand  of  the 
draogbtsj  under  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of 
Julf,  assigned  for  the  operations  of  his  district, 
as  a  permanent  corps  and  rallying  point  with 
his  other  forces,  in  a  central  position  as  before 
stated,  to  protect  Baltimore,  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, dbe.  in  ease  of  inrasloo.  General  Winder, 
upon  tne  receipt  of  hi^  authority,  proceeded  direct 
to  Annapolis,  and  made  this  requisition  upon  the 
Governor  of  Maryland  for  the  actual  service  of 
three  thousand  men;  and  on  the  23d  of  July, 
thirty-two  days  |yrevioos  to  the  bauleat  Bladens- 
burg,  General  Winder  informs  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  the  arrangements  for  this  fbrce  had 
been  made,  orders  had  issued,  and  Bladensburg 
fixed  as  the  place  of  rendezvous;  and  encourages 
expectation  that  the  collection  of  the  force  would 
be  prompt  and  certain. 

On  the  87th  the  Gkivemor  of  Maryland  informs 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  measures  had  been 
taken  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  4th 
of  July*  and  his  orders  had  issued,  calling  into 
actual  service  three  thousand  five  hundred  men. 
to  rendezvous  at  Bladensburg,  to  comply  with 
the  deinand  of  General  Winder,  in  conformity  to 
the  wishes  of  the  President.  In  the  meantime, 
Stansbury's  brigade  had  been  called  into  service 
at  Baltimore,  on  account  of  the  alarm  about  the 
I5th  of  July,  by  the  Secreury  of  War;  and  al- 
though this  force  constituted  a  part  of  the  Mary- 
land qnou  of  six  thousand,  by  the  consent  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  it  was  to  make  no  part  of  the 
three  thousand  to  be  called  into  actual  service  for 
thepurpoees  mentioned. 

To  form  a  correct  estimate  of  this  failure,  which 
did  not  bring  as  many  hundred  men  into  the  field, 
in  the  words  of  General  Winder,  it  may  be  proper 
to  etate,  that  at  all  times  the  marines,  flotilla  men, 
and  regular  troops,  including  the  different  garri- 
sons, amounted  to  upwards  of  one  thousand  men. 
The  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  amounted 
to  two  thousand  men.  These  were  always  in  a 
disposable  state,  and  acknowledged  by  Gleneral 
Winder,  in  his  letter  of  the  23d,  to  be  ahnost  as 
efficientasif  in  aetnal  serviee,and  the  erentproved 
this  to  be  correct.  The  disposable  force  at  Balti- 
more, inoloding  Stansbury's  brigade,  amounted 
to  upwards  of  two  thousand  men,  as  the  event 
proved,  making  an  efficient  force  of  at  least  eight 
thousand  men.  if  the  call  for  three  thousand  had 
been  complied  with.  To  this  add  the  designated 
forea  assigned  to  the  10th  miliury  district,  and 
the  force  to  be  raised  on  the  spur  of  the  oecasion 
by  calls  upon  the  militia  and  population  of  the 
country  en  mai$ej  and  whose  disposition  is  alwavs 
operated  upon  more  or  less  in  proportion  to  tne 
prospect  of  success.  On  the  13th  of  August, 
twenty-one  days  after  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
informed  that  this  arrangement  had  been  made, 
General  Winder  advises  him  that  there  would  be 
almost  a  total  failure  in  relation  to  the  call  for 
the  three  thousand  men,  and,  as  a  temporary 
remedy,  proposes  the  acceptance  of  certain  State 
troops,  supposed  to  be  about  one  thousand,  under 
Coloneb  Beall  and  Hood,  then  in  service  at  An- 


napolis, which  was  authorized;  and^these  troops 
came  to  the  battle  ground,  as  before  stated,  about 
one  half  an  hour  before  the  action  on  the  24th  of 
August.  The  reasons  which  operated  to  produce 
this  failure  have  been  deUiled,  and  there  can  be 
no  object  in  having  them  repeated,  as  the  com- 
mittee do  not  consider  it  a  duty  to  discuss  the 
merit  of  those  coosiderations. 

2dly.  On  the  17th  of  July,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  by  letter,  authorized  the  Commanding  Gett<* 
oral  to  call  on  Pennsylvania  for  five  thousand 
men ;  on  Virginia  for  two  thousand  men,  Ac,  as 
before  stated.  This  letter  was  not  received  by 
General  Winder  until  about  the  8th  of  August, 
as  appears  by  his  correspondence  with  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania,  after  a  lapse  of  about 
twenty*three  dajrs.  In  explaining  the  delay  in 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  General  Winder  says  it 
origin^t^  from  his  being  in  constant  motion,  in 
traversing  and  examining  the  situation  and  various 
military  positions  of  his  command,  and  the  letter 
had  gone  the  circuit  with  him  without  having 
received  it.  It  is  impossible  for  the  commilteo 
to  say  what  particular  influence  this  circumstance 
had  upon  the  collection  of  the  troops :  and  it  may 
be  proper  here  to  state,  that  the  difiiculties  ex- 
plained in  relation  to  the  militia  laws  of  Pennsyl- 
vania had  no  bearing  upon  the  failure  of  our  arms, 
as  no  specific  call  was  made  upon  (hat  State  till 
the  17ih  of  August,  when  one  regiment  was  de- 
manded, and  on  the  18th,  the  whole  five  thousand 
were  demanded ;  but  this  requisition  was  not  re- 
ceived by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  until  the 
evening  of  the  23d.  at  which  time  the  Pennsyl- 
vania detachment  had  been  designated  under  the 
requisition  of  the  4th,  and  ready  for  the  call  which 
was  made  upon  it. 

3dly.  The  unfortunate  circomsunees  which 
delayed  the  armiuj^  of  a  Virginia  reffiment  under 
Colonel  George  Minor,  consisting  of  six  hundred 
infantry  and  one  hundred  horse,  who  arrived  in 
theCjIf'of  Washineton  late  on  the  evening  of 
the  8M.  Colonel  Minor  called  on  the  Secretarr 
of  War,  after  early  candle-light,  for  orders.  Col- 
onel Carbery  had  been  charged  with  supplying 
the  various  corps  with  arms,  ammunition,  dtc. 
Colonel  Minor  was  directed  to  report  himself  to 
Colonel  Carberreariy  next  morning,  who  would 
furnish  him.  Colonel  Minor  was  m  pursuit  of 
Colonel  Carbery  from  very  early  In  the  morning 
until  very  late  in  the  forenoon,  without  finding 
him,  and,  after  obtaining  an  order  from  Geaenu 
Winder,  marched  his  regiment  to  Greenleafs 
Point  to  the  arsenal  and  magazine,  where  he  again 
met  with  difficulties  as  before  stated,  which  de- 
layed his  march  and  prevented  him  from  being 
in  the  action.  Having  made  this  recapitulation 
of  facts,  the  military  question  is  presented  for  con- 
sideration ;  and  having  furnished  the  most  ample 
means  to  the  House  to  form  correct  opinions  on 
this  part  of  the  inquiry,  and  as  most  of  the  com- 
munications from  military  characters  enter  more 
or  less  into  this  military  view,  the  committee  take 
It  for  granted  that  they  have  discharged  their 
duty  by  the  view  they  have  taken,  and  submit 
this  question  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
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Uu  Navy  Deparimeni. 

Ai  it  reg;ard8  tbe  part  taken  by  the  Seeretary  of 
the  Nairy,  ineladiog  the  destruction  of  the  N%wy 
Tardi  dbe.,  the  solicitude  of  the  President,  in  an* 
tioipation  of  the  probable  designs  of  the  enemy 
against  this  city  and  the  adjacent  country,  in.- 
dttoed  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  caase  three 
twelre  pounders  to  be  mounted  on  field  carriages, 
and  completely  furnished  for  field  service,  in  the 
month  or  May  last,  and  the  marines  trained  to 
act  as  infaatrjr  or  artillery.  Prerious  to  the  rein* 
foieement  or  the  enemy  in  the  Patuient,  he 
caused  to  be  mounted  two  long  eiffhteen  pound- 
ers on  field  carriages,  and  prepared  for  field  ser- 
vice^ to  be  given  to  Commodore  Barney,  in  case 
of  emergency,  to  co-operate  with  the  laud  forces; 
and  Commodore  Barney  was  instructed  to  pre- 
pare for  this  erentual  service  in  case  he  had 
to  abandon  his  fiotilla.  On  the  18th  of  August 
tha  Secretary  received  the  first  intelligence  of 
the  reinforcement  of  tbe  enemy ;  the  day  on  which 
they  landed  at  Benedict.  Commodore  Barney 
was  ordered  to  destroy  his  flotilla  whenever  it 
appeared  certain  that  it  would  otherwise  be  cap- 
tured, and  to  unite  and  co-operate  with  the  forces 
under  command  of  General  Winder.  Letters 
weie  desmtched  to  Commodore  Rodgers  aod 
Captain  Porter,  with  orders  to  repair  with  their 
forces  to  the  City  of  Washington  with  the  utmost 
expeditioB.  With  every  exertion,  Commodore 
Rodgers  was  unable  to  reach  the  city  by  tbe  24th. 
The  enemy  entered  our  waters  on  the  16th ;  it 
was  known  in  this  city  on  the  18th;  marched 
from  Benedict  on  the  20th  ;  and  entered  this  city 
on  the .24th;  and  left  it  precipitately  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  25th.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
calted  on  Qeneral  Winder  on  the  20ih ;  pointed 
out  the  volunteer  mechanics  of  the  Navy  Yard, 
then  in  his  army,  who  were  good  axe-men,  and 
would  act  with  effect  as  pioneers.  It  was  under- 
stood that  a  large  squadron  of  the  enemy's  fleet 
had  passed  the  principal  obstacle  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Potomac,  and  was  ascending  to  oo*op* 
erate  with  their  land  forces.  The  Secretary  of 
the  NaVy  expressed  solicitude  for  Fort  Washing- 
ton, and  proposed  to  throw  into  that  fort  the  ma- 
rines and  part  of  the  seamen  for  its  defence:  the 
Commanding  General  did  not  think  it  expedient 
to  lessen  his  force  by  the  abstraction  of  a  part  so 
effieient  as  the  marines  and  seamen. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  visited  the  Navy 
Yard  on  the  2tst;  inquired  the  means  of  trans«- 
portation  and  the  assistance  left  in  the  yard.  The 
mechanics  of  tbe  yard  had  been  with  the  array 
from  the  first  alarm :  four  officers  and  a  lew  of 
the  ordinary,  chiefly  blacks,  remained:  two  of 
the  old  gunhoais,  the  only  craft  for  transportation. 
The  wagons  of  this  district  had  been  pressed  for 
the  army;  and  the  blacks  usually  ip  the  market 
for  hire,  were  employed  at  the  works  at  Bladens- 
burg.  Orders  were  given  for  every  means  of 
transportation  to  be  used.  The  public  vessels 
afloat  were,  the  new  sioop  of  war  Argus,  the  new 
schooner  Lynx,  three  barges,  and  two  gunboats. 
On  the  slip,  the  frigate  Columbia,  of  the  largest 
class,  nearly  jeady  for  launching^  berequipmoits 


generally  inade  and  ready,  or  in  great  forwsrdfl 
Besides  the  buildings,  engines,  fiztnres,  shcrp  /mw 
niture,  of  the  seveial  mechanical  branches  id  tbe 
Navy  Yard,  there  were  about  one  hnadicd  tons 
of  cordage,  some  canvass,  considemUe  quantity 
of  saltpetre,  copper,  iron,  lead,  block  tin,  mavai 
and  military  stores,  implemenu,  and  fixed  ammu- 
nition, with  a  variety  of  maaufaetored  articles  in 
all  the  branches;  seventeen  hundred  and  forty* 
three  barrels  of  beef  and  }>ork,  two  boadaedaad 
seventy  nine  barrels  of  whiskey,  sonae  plank  aod 
timber. 

The  Secretary  states  that  he  had  ao  means  left 
to  transport  the  sloop  Argus,  nor  place  of  safety, 
in  his  opinion,  if  the  enemy  lodk  poasesnonof  the 
city.    He  ordered  the  barges  to  the  Little  Fatts. 
On  the  morning  of  the  24tn  the  Secretary  viated 
the  headquarters  of  Qeneral  Winder,  ncnr  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge.    The  President  and  some 
of  the  Heads  of  DepartmenU  w^e  present.    The 
Secretary  of  the  Navv  presented  to  tbe  Preaideat 
the  consideration  of  tne  Navy  Yard,  in  tbe  pres- 
ence of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Treasury. 
The  public  vessels  and  publio  property  were  de- 
scribed ;  the  importance  of  the  supj^ies  and  ship- 
ping to  the  enemy ;  and  no  doubt  seemed  to  be 
entertained  of  tbe  union  of  the  sqaadroa  aaif  the 
land  forces,  should  the  enemy  succeed  in  tbe  cap- 
tore  of  the  City  of  Washingtoa,  Geoeial  Winder 
having  distinctly  stated  that  moroiag  that  Fort 
Washmglon  could  not  be  defended.  In  tbis  event, 
nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  theplandefand 
destruction  of  the  public  buildings  and  prepeiiy 
of  the  Navy  Yard;  and  whether  a  junction  was 
formed,  or  the  land  forces  alone  took  the  city, 
the  loss  of  the  Navy  Yard  and  public  property 
was  c<ttain.    Upon  tbis  representation,  the  8ee> 
retary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  report,  aays,  it  was  dis- 
tinctly  understood,  as  tbe  result  of  the  eoa^vens- 
tibo,  that  the  public  shipping,  naval  and  ad^uuy 
•stores  and  provisions  at  th^  Navy  Yard,  sboold 
be  destroyed  in  the  event  of  the  enemy^  obtain- 
ing possession  of  the  city.    It  nppean  that  the 
articles  to  be  destroyed  were  in  store^  and  conki 
not  be  separated  from  those  establishmeau  whieh 
might  have  beealeft ;  one  of  the  buges  was  aent 
to  Alexandria,  and  remained  there  until  tnkan  by 
the  enemy;  one  cunboat,  with  salt  provisioM^ 
has  been  recovered,  the  other  was  laden  with  pro- 
visions and  gunpowder,  but  run  aground,  and  was 
plundered  by  the  inhabitants  about  the  Navy 
Yard.    The  powder  and  part  of  the  pnivisiDas 
have  been  recovered.    The  new  schooner  Lyaz 
escaped  the  flames,  and  reooains  withom  sMch 
iojury*     The  metallic  articles  are  cbicfiy  aU 
saved,  and  the  timber  in  dock,  and  that  whiek  Is 
partially  consumed,  will  be  useful.    The  uu^ 
cbinery  of  the  steam  ei^ne  is  not  ranch  Inr 
jured ;  the  boiler  is  perfect.    The  buildings,  with 
the  exception  of  the  house  of  the  commaiidfcaa^ 
the  lieutenant  of  the  guards,  the  guard  boasei^ 
the  gateway)  and  one  other  building,  are  aO  de- 
stroyed $  the  walls  of  seme  appear  entire,   f^ 
monument  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  themvaL 
heroes  who  fell  m  the  attack  upon  Tripsli,  is  a. 
lit  tie  defaced.    The  issuing  store  of  tbe  yaid  aad 
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itfteonltats.  which  eactped  the  origiAal  coBflami- 
tioD,  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  oa  the  d5tE. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  public  property 
and  boiidings  is.  the  most  accurate  that  the  com- 
mittee  haTe  been  able  to  obtain,  and,  which  to 
them  is  as  satisiactory  and  as  accurate  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  inquiry  would  admit,  liz : 
The  Capitol,  uom  lis  foundation  to  its  destruction) 
including  original  cost,  altera- 
tions, repairs,  dj^s.  -  -  -  $787,163  28 
The  President's  house,  including 

all  costs.  ....       334,33400 

Public  omoesf   Treasuiy,   State, 
War,  and  Navy       *       -       *         93,613  82 


$1,316,111  10 


The  buildings  have  been  examined  by  order  of 
a  oommittee  of  the  Senate.  The  walls  of  the 
Capitol  and  President's  house  are  good,and  re- 
qaire  vipairs  only.    The  walls  of  the  public 


offices  are  not  sufficient.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
dollars  will  be  sufficient  to  place  the  buildings 
in  the  situation  they  were  in  prerious  to  their 
destruction  ....  $460,000  00 
Loss  sustained  at  the  Na yy  Yard — 
In  moveable  property  -  •  417,745  51 
In  buildings  and  fixtures  -       •         91/125  53 


To  this  sum  must  be  added  the 
Library^  estimated  at       -       - 

An  estimate  of  the  expense  of  re- 
building, in  a  plain  and  substan- 
tial manner,  toe  Navy  Yard,  so 
as  to  carry  on  all  the  public 
works  with  as  much  advantage 
and  conTenience  as  previous  to 
its  destruction  *       •       -       - 


$969,171  04 


$62,370  00 


RBOAPrrULATION. 


Noe. 


'  PoiUie  Property. 


Original  Yalne. 

Value  ReooTsred. 

Real  Leas. 

$116,m  05 

$10,488  00 

$105,691  06 

75,000  00 

10,186  55 

64,818  45 

4,500  00 

1,477  47 

8,088  58 

0^000*  00- 

788  80 

5,877  80 

1,010  54 

968  09 

654  45 

MM  89 

086  67 

509  60 

.0,558  84 

6,778  84 

780  00 

8,9O»90 

— 

Ji;968  98 

4,588  00 

1,996  50 

8,568  80 

7,589  75 

8354  04 

4385  71 

585  00 

« 

585  00 

869  97 

15  00 

854  97 

MIO  00 

« 

MIO  00 

8,670  84 

- 

8,679  84 

18,769  90 

- 

18,769  90 

78;i68  85 

- 

78,868  85 

49,965  87 

48,588  40 

7,448  87 

80,481  77 

8,981  89 

17,609  88 

178,884  97 

168,986  88 

10356  75 

46,968  04 

4,071  44 

48,890  60 

46,000  00 

- 

46^000  00 

18,400  94 

18,400  94 

1,880  13 

648  85 

781  18 

$878,810  71 

$86M65  80 

$417,746  51 

1 

3 

8 

4 

5 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

II 

18 

18 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

80 

81 

88 

88 


Frigate  Colnahia  •       .       • 
Sloop  of  war  Aigos 
One  large  lowgalley 
Two  small    do.  •        <• 

One  anaed  scow    -       •       « 
One       do.  .       •       • 

Ooabosis,  MMrhoets^  dbe. 
BoatWldBr'aslMp 
BbMknilh's  and  phmbai's  shop 
CoepH'asbM»p        •       •       • 
OoB  eaniage  shof^  dte.  * 
Painter's  shop       •       •       . 
Bloftoaker^s  shop 
Medical  store         ... 
Ordnance  stoie»  dtc 
Naval  stores,  oordsge,  dec 
Copper,  iron,  lead,  &c.  - 
Navy  storekeeper's  stores 
Ordnance,  small  arms    • 
Protirions  and  contingencies 
Thnber,  plank,  knees,  dtc. 
Andiors        •       -       •       - 
MiseeUaneous  articles    • 


OofOmre  rf  Alexandria, 
lur  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  corporation  of 
iUezaodria,  and  its  capture  bf  the  «nemy  in  his 
recent  entwprise,  the  committee  have  been  fi- 
nished with  various  docomeais  and  ialbrmation, 
and  to  which  the  committee  refer  f  tet^  in  Jaatice 
to  the  town  and  to  the  public,  a  brief  retrospect 
may  not  be  deemed  improper,  ae  coBoectlng  cer- 
tain ofents  with  the  sumndei  of  the  town,  on 
the  89th^  of  Angust.  October,  1818^  a  voli^teer 
eompany  was  raised  in  Alexandria,  amounting 
to  aboQi  8ev«Bty,  ineludiBg  oiBeers,  dotted-  by 


voluntary  aid  and  donation  from  the  citiiens  of 
Alexandria,  intended  for  the  lines,  but  stationed 
at  Fort  Washington;  remained  in  garrison  till 
December;  ordered  to  Annapolis,  and  there  dis- 
ehaiged.  Aarch,  1813,  Captain  Maisteller's  com- 
pany of  artiUerjr,  stationed  ^at  Fort  Washington 
for  upwards  or  three  months.  Slst  of  Mareh, 
1813,  corporation,  fay  committee,  called  on  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  arms,  dkc,  for  the  defence 
of  Akxandria.  8th  of  Maf ,  corporation,  bf  com- 
Btttteoy  waited  upon  the  President  to  apttixe  him 
of  the  delencelese  atote  of  the  town*    Piemdeat 
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Bckiiowledged  that  «tteniioD  wti  doe  to  the  rep- 
TeseotatioDs  of  respectable  meo,  and  the  proper 
attention  should  be  ^iven ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
apprized  the  committee  of  the  impossibility,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  to  give  complete  protection 
to  every  assailable  point  of  the  country.  11th  of 
May,  committee  of  Ti^ilance  appointed  to  co- 
operate with  the  committees  of  Qeorgetown  and 
City  of  Washington :  a  deputation  from  the  three 
committees  waited  upon  General  Armstrong:,  and 
represented  the  necessity  of  additional  fortifica- 
tions at  Fort  Washington.  Colonel  Wadsworth 
was  ordered  to  attend  the  committee,  examine, 
and  report  upon  their  suggestions.  The  exam- 
ination was  made,  and  Colonel  Wadsworth  re- 
ported that  the  battery  at  Fort  Washington  was 
m  such  a  state,  and  it  so  effectually  commanded 
the  channel  of  the  Potomac,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
apprehended  that  the  enemy  would  attempt  to 
pass  it  while  its  present  defences  remained  entire. 
Its  elevated  situation  should  prevent  dread  of  a 
cannonading  from  ships ;  that,  in  case  of  designs 
against  the  District  of  Columbia,  an  assault  by 
land  was  most  probable.  To  guard  against  this, 
some  inconsiderable  work  on  the  land  was  recom* 
mended ;  an  additional  fort,  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood, was  considered  unnecessary.  Go  the 
0th  and  13th  of  August,  1814,  the  corporation 
loaned  to  the  United  Stiites  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars,  upon  condition  that  it  should  be  expended 
south  of  Alexandi;ia.  After  the  defeat  of  General 
Winder,  at  Bladensburg,  the  corporation,  by  com- 
mittee, waited  upon  the  Britisli  commander,  at 
this  city,  to  know  what  treatment  was  to  be  ex- 
pected, provided  Alexandria  should  fall  into  his 
hands.  Admiral  Cockburn  assured  the  deputa- 
tion that  priyate  property  would  be  respected; 
that  probaoly  some  fresh  provisions  and  flour 
nieht  be  wanted,  but  they  should  be  paid  for. 
Without  firing  a  gun,  on  the  27th,  Fort  Wash- 
ington was  blown  up  and  abandonea  by  the  com- 
ihanding  officer,  Captain  Dyson,  who  has  been 
dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  in  consequence 
of  it. 

On  the  28th,  aAer  the  enemy's  squadron  passed 
the  fort,  the  corporation,  by  deputation,  proceeded 
to  the  ship  commanded  by  Captain  Gordon,  and 
requested  to  know  his  intentions  in  regard  to 
Alexandria;  which  he  proposed  to  communicate 
when  he  should  come  opposite  the  town,  but 
promised  that  the  persons,  houses,  and  furniture, 
of  the  citizens,  should  be  unmolested,  if  he  met 
with  no  opposition.  Next  day,  the  29th,  the  Brit- 
ish squadron  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  so  as 
to  command  the  whole  town.  There  were  two 
frigates,  the  Seahorse,  thirty-eight  guns,  and 
Euryalus,  thirty-six  guns,  two  rocket  ships  of 
eighteen  guns  each,  two  bomb^hips  of  eight  suns 
each,  and  a  schooner  of  two  guns,  arranged  along 
the  town.  The  committee  will  not  attempt  to 
condense  the  correspondence  and  terms  of  sur- 
render, but  refer  to  it  as  a  part  of  the  report.  One 
hour  was  allowed  the  corporation  to  decide.  It 
was  staled  to  the  British  officer  that  the  Common 
Council  had  no  power  to  compel  the  return  of 


merchandise  carried  to  the  country,  Bor  to  con- 
pel  the  citizens  to  aid  in  raising  the  soniEen  ves- 
sels :  these  two  points  were  yielded  by  the  enemy. 
The  enemy  was  requested  to  explaia  what  was 
included  in  the  term  merebandise,  whieh  ww  to 
be  taken ;  and,  in  answer,  it  was  stated  that  it 
would  embrace  such  as  was  intended  for  export- 
ation, such  as  tobacco,  cotton,  flour,  bale  goods, 
dbc.    The  plunder  of  the  enemy  was  iodiserimi- 
nate,  and  not  confined  to  any  particular  dan  of 
individuals,  and  included  alike  noa-tesideais  aad 
inhabitants.    The  plunder  of  the  enemy  waseon- 
fioed  principally  to  flour,  eotton,'and  tobneeo. 

EstinuUe  of  the  Ion, — Three  ships,  three  biig^ 
several  bay  and  river  craft,  some  vesads  huned, 
sixteen  thousand  barrels  of  flour  taken,  one  thou- 
sand hoffsheads  of  tobacco,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bales  of  cotton,  five  thousand  dollars^  worth  of 
wines,  sugar,  &c.  In  relation  to  a  letter  written 
by  Admiral  Codrington  to  Captain  Gordoo,  the 
committee  will  refer  to  the  entire  letter  of  Giene- 
ral  John  Mason^  who  gives  a  satiafactoiy  history 
of  this  transacuon ;  and,  to  complete  this  part  of 
the  subject,  reference  is  had  to  the  statement  of 
General  Hungerford,  giving  the  movements  of 
his  troops,  and  explains  the  interviews  he  had 
with  the  deputation  from  Alexaodria,  on  bis 
march  to  the  Cijcy  of  Washington. 

Omchuiofu 

In  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  snoceas  of 
the  enemy,  ia  his  recent  enterpiises  against  this 
metropolis,  the  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria) 
dbc.,  the  committee  consulted  a  mode  of  investi- 
gation least  embarrasmnff  to  tkemaelves  and  to 
others.    They  determined  that,  as  it  waa  indis- 
pensable to  resort  to  ^me  of  the  parties  for  in- 
formation not  derivable  from  othlcr  sources^  it 
would  be  equally  their  duty  to  hear,  as  &r  as 
practicable,  those  who  were  deeplr  eoacemed  ms 
to  character  and  reputation,  from  tne  ajseacy  tkej 
had  in  this  unfortunate  transaction,  with  a  deter- 
mination that,  in  the  event  of  any  contndietions 
in  material  circumstances,  to  resort  to  impaniil 
sources  for  explanation  or  correction.    In  the 
meantime,  the  committee  called  upon  those  who 
may  he  considered  as  impartial   observers,  for 
statements,  that  a  just  comparison  might  be  made 
of  different  allegations  and  representntioas.    If, 
therefore,  the  committee  have  failed  to  call  upoa 
persons  in  possession  of  any  additional  facts  aad 
views  not  submitted,  it  has  not  been  throogfa  t 
want  of  inclination  to  receive  all  thatcodtfie 
important,  but  from  a  want  of  a  knowledge  of 
such  persona  and  such  facts.    It  was  a  qiestlou 
with  the  committee,  at  iu  earliest  meetiag,  whe- 
ther nersonal  examinations  before  the  eommittee 
should  be  adopted,  or  whether  resort  should  be 
had,  in  the  fii^  instance,  to  call  for  ^rritten  com- 
munioationa  to  views  and  interrogatories  Babal2^ 
ted  by  the  committee,  and  best  calculated  » 
extract  every  Important  fact.    Sereral  consadeia- 
tions  induced  the  adoption  of  the  latier  mode. 

It  gave  the  committee  command  of  pafrt  </cieir 
time  to  attend  to  other  public  duties  eqaaSf  imr 
periona  and  obligatory.    It  incurred  no  expense 
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to  Governmeot  or  indinduals^who  were  not  in- 
terrnpted  in  either  their  private  coneerns  or  pab-^ 
lie  datiet.  The  committee  knew  the  anxiety  of 
the  House  to  have  this  inquiry  closed  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  which,  by  a  different  epnrse,  would 
hare  talcen  up  the  whole  of  the  session^  and  en- 
cumbered with  more  useless  and  frrelevant  mat- 
ter and  views  than  will  be  found  in  the  commu- 
nications. The  committee  feel  therefore  confi- 
dent, that  the  House  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  subject  has  been  developed ; 
and  to  correct  any  possible  error,  and  to  receive 
any  important  fact  or  additional  matter,  although 
it  M  not  very  probable  that  much  can  remain,  the 
committee  will  ask  leave  to  report,  with  a  reser- 
vation of  a  right  to  make  any  other  communica- 
tion that  may  be  found  necessary  to  an  impartial 
examinatioa  of  this  subject. 

APPENDIX. 

In  addition  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  in 
order  to  give  a  more  sausfactor^  view  and  detail 
upon  the  main  subjects  of  inquiry,  and  a  variety 
of  incidental  matter  which  has  arisen  from  the 
investigation,  the  following  communications  are 
referred  to  as  an  appendix : 

1.  In  relation  to  the  measures  adopted  by  Ad- 
ministration, and  the  part  taken  by  the  President 
and  the  Heads  of  Departments,  the  committee 
refer  to  the  letters  from  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
War,  Navy,  and  the  Attorney  General :  one  is 
also  expected  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  shall  be  communicated  when  received. 

2.  In  relation  to  the  steps  taken  and  measures 
adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  committee 
refer  to  the  correspondence  with  tbe  Command- 
ing Qeneral,  the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  the  letters  of  Colonel 
Tayloe,  two  reports  from  the  ordnance  office,  as 
to  arms,  military  stores,  dbc. 

3.  The  conduct  of  the  Commanding  General, 
the  collection  and  dispositions  of  the  forces,  and 
the  conduct  and  movements  of  different  corps, 
the  committee  refer  to  the  narrative  of  General 
Winder,  his  correspondence  with  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  the  War 
Department,  and  various  officers,  the  reports  of 
General  Smith,  General  Younjp,  General  Stans- 
bury.  Colonel  SterreL  Major  William  Pinkney, 
General  Doufflas,  Colonel  Minor.  Colonel  Beall, 
and  Commodore  Barney's  official  letter. 

4.  In  relation  to  the  measures  and  arrange- 
ments and  acts  of  the  Navy  Department,  includ- 
inff  the  destruction  of  the  Navy  Yard  and  the 
public  property,  as  well  as  the  destruction  of  the 


public  buildings  in  the  city,  the  committee  refer- 
to  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  re- 

Krt  from  Commodore  Tingey,  and  a  report  from 
r.  Munroe,  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Build«^ 
ingsJ 

5.  In  relation  to  the  capture  and  capitulation 
of  Alexandria,  the  committee  refer  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tbe  court  martial  upon  Captain  Dv- 
son,  the  correspoiidence  between  him  and  tne 
Secretary  of  War,  as  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
fort,  the  report  of  the  corporation  of  Alexandria^ 
including  the  terms  of  surrender,  dbc.,  and  the 
letter  from  General  Mason,  reiatiog  to  a  letter 
from.  Admiral  Codrington. 

6.  In  relation  to  general  information  and  inei- 
dentai  topics,  the  committee  refer  to  Mr.  Law, . 
General  Van  Ness^  and  Doctor  Catlett, 
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A  Report  of  the  Army,  its  strength  and  dtetrUnaion,  previauM  to  the  let  of  July,  1814. 


BISTmiCTB. 


District  No.  1. 
40th  Regiment  Infantry  - 
Artillerists        .       -        -       - 

Total     -       .       -       - 

DisMct  No.  2. 
Artillerists        -       -       .       . 
37th  Regiment  Infantry   -    •  - 

Total     -       .       -       . 

District  No.  3. 
ArtiHemts       .... 
32dRefiBenC  Inlintry    - 
4l8t  do. 

48d  do.  -       • 

Sea  Fencibles  •       .       •       - 

Total     -       -       -       - 

District  No,  4. 
:A«alkmu       -      -      -      - 
DiafooBs        -       .      -      - 

Total    ...      - 

District  No.  5. 

Artilleriita       .       -       .       - 
^dOck  RegiiMat  loiantry  • 
..3$th  do. 

..38th  do.l8t:bat.  - 

ArtiUemts       .       -       •       . 
-:38th  Regiment,  2d  baUalion    - 

SeaFeneiblee  -       -       -       - 

-Artillerists       •       •       -       . 

Do.  •       .       .       - 

aSftb  Rfgiount  Infamry  - 

Total     -       -       -       . 

District  No.  6. 

.'Dfagoodis         .       .       .       • 
Artillerists       -       -      .-       - 

f  ath  Regiment  Inlantry     - 
18th  do. 

43d  do.  •       - 

1st  Rifle  Regiment,  Ist  Company 
Sea  Fencibles  -       -       -       - 

Total     -       .       ,       - 

District  No.  7. 
Artillerists       -       -       -       - 
2d  Regiment  Infantry 
3d  do. 

7th  .do.  -       - 


fiileetiTes. 

Aggregate. 

352 

379 

363 

276 

615 

655 

127 

149 

490 

565 

617 

714 

378 

370 

335 

602 

628 

692 

331 

374 

77 

78 

1.849 

2,116 

106 

108 

£00 

200 

308 

308 

210 

224 

873 

912 

65 

111 

300 

316 

167 

173 

40 

40 

79 

82 

320 

350 

2,154 

2,208 

135 

141 

413 

430 

688 

728 

443 

482 

261 

269 

87 

92 

100 

102 

2,127 

2,244 

339 

351 

408 

422 

400 

420 

670 

694 

Boston,  Portsmouth,   PortlaacL  end 
Eaatporc. 


New  London. 
Ditto.. 


New  York. 


Fort  Aiiaia,  reoruittngteodczvoas. 


^Norfolk. 


(Baltimore. 

Annapolis. 

Fort  Washiutoo. 

ScMatyVT^ 


North  .and  Soath    Caroliaa  and 
Georgia. 


I  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  the  Creek 
nation. 
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No.  l-^ontinned. 


AISTBICTS. 


Bffdctives* 


Dutrict  No.  7— cootinaed. 
39th  Reeiment  Infaotry  - 
44th  do. 


Total 


Digtrict  No.  8. 

Artillerists       ^       .  . 

17th  iBfantry    -       r  - 

19th      do.        -       -  - 

24th      do.        -       -  - 

28th      do.        -       -  - 

Rasffere   -        -       .  . 

Do.       ...  - 


Total 


Duiria  No.  9. 
Light  ArtOlery 
Dragoons         .... 

Artfflerists        ... 
4th  Regiment  Infantry     - 


5ih 

do. 

6ih 

do. 

lOth 

do. 

12Ui 

do. 

13tli 

do. 

Uth 

do. 

ISth 

do. 

16th 

do. 

29th* 

do. 

30th* 

do. 

31st* 

do. 

S3d* 

da 

3«th* 

do. 

Ist  Rifle  Regiment,  2d  battalion 

Toul 

The  recrnits  of  the  above  reffiments, 
the  4dth  Infiintry,  three  handred 
^ragoons)  and  two  hundred  and 
aixty-lbar  li;|ht  artillerists,  finder 
orders  to  join  this  diTision,  will 
amonnito     .       .       .       -       • 


Total     -       .       .       - 

Light  Artillery  ... 
Dracoons,  (troops  mounted)  - 
-Artillerists 

Sth  RMiment  Infantry     - 
11th  do.  -       - 

2l8t  do. 

25th  do. 

1st  Rifo  Regiment,  1st  battalion 


S7a 


2^6 


142 

1,591 

817 
71 


2,121 


458 
97 
181 
655 
275 
250 
254 
482 
194 
137 
317 
299 
364 
274 
90 
165 
183 
223 


Total 


4,906 


4,687 


9,595 


60 
443 
6^ 
227 


345 


3,041 


Aggregate. 


894 
97 


2.878 


179 

782 

4S3 
108 


2,472 


610 
102 
195 
751 
407 
518 
327 
752 
381 
262 
549 
434 
515 
354 
99 
236 
240 
276 


7,108 


4,687 


11,795 


66 
557 
687 
501 
628 
664 
606 
345 


4,074 


I  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  the  Creek 
y     nation. 


I 


Detroit,  Sandwich,  Sandusky,  6uu 


1st,  or  division  of  the  right. 


Baffiiio,  Oswego,  and  Saekett's  Har- 
bor. 


*  Year's  men  re-enlisting. 
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No.  lT-C<mtiaoed. 


< — . 
SISTklCT. 

Effisetives. 

Aggregate. 

STATEOS. 

Under  orders  to  join  this  diTision : 

Artillerists 

Ist  Regiment  Infantry      -       .       - 
22d              do.                ... 
23d              do.                 ... 
The  recraits  of  the  1st,  9th,  11th, 
21st,  and  25th,  under  orders  to  join, 
amount  to     -       -       -       -       - 

248 
200 
359 
600 

910 

248 

214 
517 
650 

910 

Total     -       - 

5,348 

6,613 

ABSTRACTS  OF  TOTALS. 


Districts. 


Amcttves. 


District  No.  1 
District  No.  2 
District  No.  3 
District  No.  4 
District  No.  5 
District  No.  6 
District  No.  7 
District  No.  8 
District  No.  9 
Miscellaneous 


615 
617 
1,849 
308 
2,154 
2,127 
2^6 
2,121 
9,595 
5,348 


27,010 


655 
714 
2,116 

aoe 

2,208 
2,244 
2^78 
2,47^ 
11,795 
6,613 


31,503 


No.  2. 

Letter*  of  Colonel  Monroe^  then  Secretary  of 
State. 
WashiHqton  City,  Nov,  13, 1814. 

The  events  in  France  having  greatly  aug- 
mented the  disposable  force  of  the  enenoy,  and 
his  disposition  to  employ  it  against  the  United 
States  oeing  well  known,  the  safety  of  this  Me- 
tropolis was  thought  to  require  particular  atten- 
tion. 

On  or  about  the  first  of  July  last,  the  President 
convened  the  Heads  of  Departments  and  the  At- 
torney General,  to  consult  them  on  the  measures 
which  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  for  the  safety 
of  this  city  and  District.  He  appeared  to  have 
digested  a  plan  of  the  force  to  be  called  immedi- 
ately into  the  field ;  the  additional  force  to  be 
kept  under  orders  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice ; 
its  composition,  and  necessary  equipment.  It 
seemed  to  be  his  object,  that  some  position  should 
be  taken  between  the  Eastern  Branch  and  the 
Patuxent,  with  two  or  three  thousand  mc;n,  and 
that  an  additional  force  of  ten  or  twelve  thensand, 
including  the  militia  of  the  District,  should  be 
held  in  readiness,  in  the  neighboring  States,  to 


march  when  called  on.  The  whole  force  io  be 
put  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  the  regu- 
lar Army. 

The  measures  suggested  by  the  President  were 
approved  by  all  the  members  of  the  AdminWin- 
tion.  The  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  gave 
the  information  required  of  them,  ineideat  u> 
their  respective  departments.  The  former  suted 
the  regular  force  which  he  could  draw  together 
at  an  etLtlj  day,  infantry  and  caralry  ;  theamomt 
of  the  militia  of  the  District ;  and  the  States  frosi 
which  he  should  draw  the  remaining  forvf  ia 
contemplation,  and  in  what  proportuMi&  The 
latter  stated  the  aid  which  he  could  afed  from 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  flotilla  ea  the  V«- 
tuxent,  and  the  marines  at  the  Aavy  yard,  oa  the 
Eastern  Branch.  The  result  of  the  meeting  pnm- 
ised  prompt  and  efficacious  measures  for  cairyi^ 
these  objects  into  execution.  The  eommaad  oi 
this  whole  force|^  with  that  of  the  district  Ho.  S. 
was  given  to  Brigadier  Gkneral  Winder. 

On  the  5th  of  July  I  went  to  Virginia,  vtaee 
I  returned  on  or  about  the  25th.  After  mf  re- 
turn, I  was  much  engaged  i|i  the  afEun  c/  my 
own  depaartment. 

Calling  on  the  President  on  the  moniag  oC  tlhe 
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18th  of  AiMD9t|  he  ioformed  me  tbti  the  em^mj 
had  eDtcred  the  Patokent  in  considerable  foree, 
and  were  laoding  at  Benedict.  I  remarked  that 
this  city  was  their  object.  He  concurred  in  the 
opinion*  I  offered  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Benedict,  with  a  troop  of  horse,  to  obserre  their 
foree^  report  it,  with  my  opinion  of  their  objects, 
and,  should  they  adTance  on  this  city,  to  retire 
before  them,  commnnicatioff  rejaralarly  their  move- 
ments  to  the  QovemmenL  This  proposal  was 
acceded  to.  Captain  Thornton,  or  Alexandria, 
.  was  ordered  to  accompany  me,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  the  dragoons  of 
the  District.  I  set  out  at  about  1  P.  M.  on  the 
19tb,  and  arrived  at  10  next  morninff  in  sight  of 
the  enemy's  squadron,  lying  before  Benedict,  and 
continued  to  be  a  spectator  of  their  movements 
until  after  the  action  at  Bladensburg  on  the  2ith. 

The  annexed  notes  contain  information  which 
I  communicated  to  the  Government,  of  the  force 
and  designs  of  the  enemy. 

In  retiring  from  Nottin^nm,  late  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  2Xst,  after  writmg  a  note  to  the  Presi- 
dent, I  observed  a  column  of  the  enemy  in  the 
rear  of  the  town,  which  I  concluded  had  passed 
from  Benedict  by  a  road  near  the  river,  moving 
in  concert  with  the  barges.  The  number  I  could 
.  not  ascertain,  having  seen  its  head  only.  I  went 
immedintely  to  Mr.  Oden's,  where  I  met  Colond 
Beall,  whom  I  bad  before  seen,  at  Nottingham. 
He  had  taken  a  view  of  the  enemy's  column  from 
a  commanding  height  contiffaous  to  the  town. 
From  his  statement  we  both  concluded  that  it 
must  have  amounted  to  between  four  and  five 
thousand  men.  The  focoe  in  the  barges  was  sop- 
posed  to  exceed  jone  thousand ;  so  that  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  might  be  estimated  at  about 
six  thoussnd.  Hearing  that  General  Winder  was 
at  the  Woodyard,  I  hastened  to  him.  He  had 
there  about  two  thousand  two  hundred  men,  con; 
sisting  of  the  marines,  Colonel  Lavall's  cavalry, 
and  the  city  and  Georgetown  militia.  I  under- 
stood that  he  either  then  gave  orders,  or  repeated 
those  he  had  before  given,  to  a  part  of  the  militia 
at  Baltimore,  and  to  Colonel  Beall,  who  com- 
manded six  or  seven  hundred  at  Annapolis,  to 
move  towards  Bladensburg  to  his  support. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  General  Winder 
put  his  force  in  motion  from  the  Woodyard 
towards  Nottingham.  At  5,  Lavall's  cavalry  met 
the  enemy  a  mile  in  advance  of  Mr.  Oden's. 
They  were  in  full  march,  as  was  inferred,  for 
Washington,  with  intention  to  attack  General 
Winder.  Our  cavalry  retired  before  the  enemf , 
and  Gkneral  Winder,  after  reconnoitering  his 
force  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would 
admit,  retired  the  head  of  his  column  towards  the 
Woodyard,  with  intention  to  concentrate  his  force 
and  form  it  iii  line.  It  was  soon  perceived  that 
the  enemy  had  taken  a  road  to  his  right,  in  a  di- 
rection to  Upper  Marlborough,  at  which  place 
they  arrived  about  2  P.  M.  on  that  day.  General 
Winder  retired  by  the  Woodyard  to  aplace  called 
the  Old  Fields,  which  covered  equally  Bladens^ 
burg,  the  bridges  on  the  Eactern  Branch,  and 
Fort  Washingtoe.    Commodore  Barney  joined 


him  there  with  the  flotilla  men,  amoantang  to 
about  five  hundred. 

Late  on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  the  President, 
with  the  Secretaries  of  War,  Navy,  and  Attorney 
General,  joined  General  Winder  at  the  Old  Field&^ 
and  remained  with  him  until  the  afternoon  of 
the  23d. 

After  mid-day  on  the  23d,  General  Winder  do- 
uched Major  Peter  with  some  field  pieces,  and 
Captains  Davidson  andStull's  companies,  to  skir- 
mish with  the  enemy  near  Mariboroogh,  who 
advanced  on  him,  and  took  a  position  near  the 
camp  at  the  Old  Fields,  menacing  it  with  attack, 
either  «chat  night  or  early  the  next  morning. 
General  Winder  retired,  and  passed  the  Bastern 
Branch  into  the  citv  that  ni^ht.  Colonel  Tilsh- 
man,  with  his  cavalry,  jremained  on  the  road  be- 
tween Blarlboreugh  and  Bladensburg. 

General  Sunsbury,  with  a  part  of  his  brigade, 
arrived  at  Bladensburg  on  ^be  evening  of  the  82d, 
and  the  remainder  arrived  there  on  the  evening 
of  the  23d.  This  brigade  amounted  to  between 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  two  thousand, 
three  hundred  men. 

'  In  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  the  President,  with 
the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy,  returned  to 
Washinaton.  The  Attorney  General,  and  seven! 
respectable  friends  from  the  city,  proceeded  >ivith 
me  to  the  road  leading  from  Marlborough  to  Bla- 
densburg. Late  that  evening,  I  heard  of  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  on  the  party  under  Major 
Peter,  and  a^inst  General  Winder. 

Not  knowing  the  result,  I  hastened  to  General 
Stansbury's  quarters  at  Bladensbuig,  and  found 
him  encamped  on  the  height  beyond  the  village 
en  the  road  leading  to  Marlborough.  He  had 
just  heard  of  the  eaeray's  movement,  but  was 
likewise  unacquainted  with  the  result.  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  meet  there  Colonel  Sterret  and  Major 
Pinkney.  I  advised  the  General  to  fall  forthwith, 
on  the  enemy's  rear,  although  it  was  then  12 
o'clock  at  niffht.  He  observed,  that  he  had  been 
ordered  to  take  poet  at  Bladensburg,  and  did  not 
think  himself  at  liberty  to  leave  it;  but,  had  it 
been  otherwise,  as  a  considerable  portion  of  his 
force  had  just  arrived,  after  a  very  fatiguing 
maneh,  that  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  tomareh 
that  night.  I  proceeded  to  the  city,  where  I  heard 
that  General  Winder  had  crossed  the  Eastern 
Branch,  and  Ukea  post  near  the  Navv  Yard. 

In  the  morninff  of  the  24tb,  I  met  the  President 
at  General  Winder's  quarters.  Among  other  ru- 
mors of  the  enemy's  mov^ments^  the  General  had 
just  heard  that  he  was  marching  towards  Bla- 
densburg. I  asked  if  General  Stansbury  was 
apprized  of  it.  He  presumed  that  he  was. .  I 
offered  to  join  him.  The  President  and  General 
Winder  both  expressed  a  wish  that  I  would.  I 
lost  not  a  moment  in  complying  with  their  desire. 
Between  11  and  12  I  joined  General  Stansbury, 
who  had  moved  his  brigade  on  this  side  of  the 
Eastern  Branch,  near  the  bridge.  I  inquired 
where  were  the  enemy  ?  He  replied,  advancing, 
not  more  than  three  miles  distant.  I  advised  the 
General  to  form  his  troops  to  receive  them,  which 
he  immediately  eommeiiced.    The  order  of  ba^le 
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WM  fomcd  OQ  the  presunption  Uiit  kis  brtgftde 
would  alone  haye  to  meet  the  eoemy  in  the  first 
instADce*  Major  Ptnkney,  with  a  battalion  of 
riflemen,  was  placed  to  the  right  of  the  hatter t  to 
attpport  it ;  another  corps  was  placed  on  the  left, 
for  the  same  purpose,  and  the  fifth  Baltimore 
regiment  in  the  rear.  On  forming  the  line  on  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  and  extending  the  right  to  cover 
the  road  leading  to  Washington,  it  was  found  that 
the  left  would  be  much  exposed,  as  it  scarcely 
extended  to  the  rear  of  the  battery.  If  the  battery 
ahonld  be  forced,  which  seemed  probable,  the 
enemy^  column  would  turn  our  left,  and,  ascend- 
ing the  heights  and  commanding  the  most  ad- 
vantageous ffroufids,  force  us  towards  the  city. 
This  induced,  at  m  late  period,  the  removal  of  the 
fifth  Baltimore  regiment  from  the  rear  of  the  bat- 
tery to  the  left  of  the  line,  a  iMasore  taken  with 
rtloctonce,  and  in  baste.  Colonel  Beall's  corps 
Jiad  entered  Bkdensburg  from  another  ronte^  and 
was  at  that  moment  approaching^  the  bridge. 
Captain  Thorn^n  wns  sent  to  lead  it  to  the  height 
l«  tne  riffbt  of  the  road,  which  cooinMBded  the 
whole  ofthe  ground  held  by  General  Stansbury's 
bn^de.  It  was  deemed  important  to  occupy  that 
btigbc  to  protect  the  line  to  the  lelity  and  likewise 
to  Impede  the  enemy's  movement  by  the  road 
towards  the  city.  Tae  oavalrv  were  placed  to 
the  left,  somewhat  in  the  ter  of  the  line.  After 
Ckncral  Staaabury  bad  made  this  disposition, 
<Mr.  Walter  Jones,  jonior,  set  out,  at  my  request, 
for  the  city,  to  communicate  it  to  the  President, 
ll»e  Secretary  of  War,  and  General  Winder^  with 
the  near  approach  ofthe  enemy. 
Immediately  after  this  General  Winder  arrived 

•  and  iaformed  as  that  his  whole  force  was  in  full 
match  to  Bladensburg.  On  taking  a  view  of  the 
order  which  had  been  formed,  be  approved  of  it. 
This  was  the  more  satisfactory,  because  it  bad 

'  diea  become  imposstUe  to  make  any  essential 
change.  The  General  proceeded  promptly,  for 
the  enemy  were  getting  in  sight,  to  make  a  dispo- 
aition  of  such  of  his  troops -as  had  arrived.  He 
placed  one  corps  near  the  battery,  to  support  it, 
and  some  ^eces  of  artillery  on  the  left  of  General 
Btansbury's  line.  We  then  passed  to  the  riffht 
alonff  the  line.  Near  the  road,  leading  from  Bla- 
densEurg  te  Washington,  we  met  the  Becretarv 
of  War,  and  immediately  afterwards^  at  the  road, 
I  met  the  President  and  Mr.  Rush,  who  had  just 
•rrived,  and  who,  joining  with  me,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  General  Winder,  proceeded  together 
towards  the  left  of  the  line.  Mr.  Rush  informed 
me  that  the  President  intended,  when  every  ar- 
imngement  should  be  completed,  to  take  a  position 
with  the  members  of  the  Administiation  in  the 
tear  of  the  line,  that,  looking  to  all  the  functions 
of  the  €k>vernment,  he  might  be  able  to  act  with 
their  counsel  according  tocircumstances.  Shortly 

t  afterwards  the  President  gave  me  the  same  inti- 
mation. The  action  may  be  said  to  have  eom- 
meneed,  when  we  had  arrived  in  the  rear  of  the 
battery  near  the  bridge.  The  enemy  had  saluted 
us  with  rookets,  and,  attempting  to  pass  the  bridge, 
our  little  batteries  had  beffun  to  play  on  them. 
▲flereoinepattse,%be  President  remarked  to  the 


Secretary  of  War  and  myself,  that  it  would  now 
be  proper  for  us  to  retire  in  the  rear,  leavti^  ifae 
militarv  movement  to  military  men,  wbica  m 
did.  The  Attorney  General  followed  us.  After 
our  little  batteries  were  carried,  and  the  left  of 
our  line  broken,  the  President,  with  tbtt  mcmben 
of  the  Administration  present,  retired  abag  the 
eminence  on  which  the  left  of  the  Une  had  been 
formed,  viewing  the  progrees  ofthe  acdon  to  the 
right.  On,  or  near  the  sommit  of  this  grooad,  I 
separated  from  the  President,  and  theoSiergva- 
demen  of  the  Administration  with  hiaif  t^ 
contianing  to  move  slowly  tawarditiiecity,  I  re- 
maiung  to  view  the  enemy's  pioRctk  At  this 
moment  I  fell  in  again  with  Bir.  W.}oDes,iiBM 
who  bad  beea  charged,  as  already  meauoaed. 
after  the  line  aras  formed,  with  a  comnaaicauoD 
to  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,aBd  to 
General  Winder.  Hearing  on  the  road  thattke 
General  had  passed  him,  he  had  imawdiately  r^ 
turned,  and  delivered  to  him  the  mesmge  ia  mj 


presence,  and  afterwards  remained  with  the  Bii- 
timore  troops  during  the  action*  IncUniog  to 
the  left,  we  hastened  to  the  Capitol,  where  ve 
met  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General  Wiader. 
The  General  consolted  theSeeietaiyef  Waraad 
me.  on  the  propriety  of  maldag  9a  Mttempt  to 
rally  the  troops  on  the  Capiiol  HUL  We  both 
advised  himto  rally  and  form  shem  ea  the  heights 
above  Geergetown,  beKeving^  as  I  did,  that  mnch 
would  be  hazarded  by  an  attempt  near  the  Capi- 
tol. I  knew  that  a  colama  eC  the  enemy  had  ad- 
vanced from  the  high  gronnd  wbick  had  been  held 
by  our  troops,  and  meeting,  as  they  weald,  witk 
no  opposition^  might  take  possession  of  the  hnghii 
above  the  eity,  and  thus  force  oar  tsoopa,  u  am 
of  a  new  disaster,  to  the  plain  between  the  Cip- 
tol,  the  Bastem  Branch,  and  the  Pc 


as,  by.oconpying  the  Mghu  above  Geoigetowi. 
the  enemy  must  either  attack  ns  to  disadiaaiqe 


or,  entering  the  eity,  expose  his  right  iaak  aad 
rear  to  an  attack  from  us. 

JAMES  MQNBOE. 

Copy  of  a  letter  firom  James  Monroe  to  the  Praids: 
of  the  United  States,  dated 

A^UAseo  Mills,  7  miletfirom  BeuMct, 
Aug.  30, 1814, 1  iPekidt,  P.  Jtf . 
Daaji  Sia :  I  arrived  here  this  morning  at  e^i 
o'clock,  and  have  been  since  within  font  aufoof 
Benedict,  at  Butler's  mill,  where  it  was  npsried 
the  enemy,  on  their  march,  had  arrifed  The 
report  ir%s  unfounded.  The  enemy  haded  yes- 
terday at  Benedict,  and  had  advanced  thor  pick- 
ets within  a  mile  waA  a  half  of  that  mitt,  for  seci- 
rity.  From  a  height  between  that  mill  and  ^ 
Patusent,  I  had  a  view  of  their  shipping;  b& 
being  at  the  distance  of  three  miles,  aad  feaia? 
no  giass,' we  could  not  count  them.  We  shaKake 
better  views  in  the  course  of  thi^  eveninf  aad 
should  anything  be  seen  material^  I  will  ina^di- 
ately  advise  you  of  it.  The  general  ids  i^  thai 
they  are  still  debarking  their  troops  t^  samber 
of  which  I  have  not  <d)Uined  any  sirirfarmtr 
informatioa  x>f.     The  general  idoa  dsa  Vs,  tbtt 
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'Washington  is  their  object ;  hot  of  this  I  can  form 
no  opinion  at  this  time.    The  beat  security  against 
this  attempt  is  an  adequate  preparation  to  repe]  it, 
Respectfully,  your  friend  and  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Copy  of  a  letter  firom  James  Monroe  to  the  Prssident 
of  the  United  States,  dated 

HoasB  Hbad,  Augugt  21, 1814. 
Pbak  Sir:  I  qaartered  last  night  near  Char- 
lotte Hall,  and  took  a  view  this  morning,  at  eight 
o'cloclr,  from  a  commanding  height  below  Bene- 
diet  creek,  of  all  the  enemy's  shipping  near  th« 
town  and  down  the  rirer,  to  the  distance  at  least 
of  eight  or  ten  miles.  I  counted  twenty-three 
square-rigged  TesBcls ;  few  others  were  to  be  seen, 
and  very  &w  barges.  I  inferred,  from  the  latter 
eiroumstaace,  that  the  enemv  had  moved  ap  the 
rirer,  either  against  Commodore  Barney's  flotilla 
at  Nottingham,  confining  their  views  to  that 
objeet,or  taking  that  in  their  wav,and  aiming  at 
the  city,  in  combination  with  the  force  on  the 
Potomac,  of  which  I  have  no  correct  information. 
I  had,  when  I  lei^  Aqnasco  mills  last  night,  in- 
tended to  bare  passed  over  to  the  Potomac,  after 
firing  too  an  accoant  of  their  vessels  from  the 
eight  below  Beoedief ;  bat,  observing  the  very 
tranquil  scene  which  I  have  mentioned,  I  was  led, 
by  the  inference  I  drew  from  it,  to  hasten  back 
to  take  a  view'of  the  enemy's  movements  in  this 
quarter,  which  it  might  be  more  important  for  the 
Government  to  be  made  acquainted  with.  I  am 
now  on  the  main  road  from  Washington  to  Ben- 
edict, twelve  miles  from  the  latter,  and  find  that 
no  troops  have  passed  in  this  direction.  The 
reports  make  it  probable  that  a  force  by  land  and 
water  has  been  sent  ttMinst  the  flotilla.  I  shall 
proceed  with  Captain  Thornton's  troop  immedi- 
ately to  Nottingham,  and  write  thence  whatever 
may  be  deserving  of  notice. 

The  enemv  have  plundered  the  conniry,  to  the 
distanee  of  three  or  four  milee,  of  all  their  sioek, 
Set. 

The  intelligence  of  the  enemas  force  in  th« 
Potomac  varies  here  as  much  as  tn  Washington. 
1  have  no  means  of  forming  a  correct  estimate 
of  it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Coijpy.of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe  to  Brig^ier  Gen- 
eral Winder,  dated 

NoTTiiroHAM,  AugUBt  81, 1814. 
Sir:  The  enemy  are  now  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  shore.  There  are  but  three  barges 
at  hand,  and  the  force  in  view  is  not  considerable. 
If  you  send  five  or  six  hundred  men,  if  you  could 
not  save  the  town,  you  may  perhaps  cut  off*  their 
retreat  or  rear.  JAMES  MONROE. 

P.  S.  Ten  or  twelve  more  barges  in  view. 
There  are  but  two  muskets  io  town,  and  a  few 
scattering  militia. 

JFVve  o^dock.  Thirty  or  forty  barges  in  view. 
«»  J.  M. 


Copy  of  a  letter  horn  James  Monroe  to  the 
of  the  Unitsd  States. 

The  enemy  are  advanced  six  miles  on  the  road 
to  the  Wood  yard,  and  our  troops  retiring.  Our 
troop  were  on  the  march  to  meet  them,  but  in  too 
small  a  body  to  engage.  General  Winder  propo- 
ses to  retire  till  he  cad  collect  them  In  a  body. 
The  enemy  are  in  full  march  for  Washington. 
Have  the  materials  prepared  to  destroy  the  bridges. 

J.  MONROE. 

Mfndayj  nine  tPdock.  You  bad  better  remove 
the  records. 


No.  3. 


Lttter  cf  General  ArmMtrcngj  late  Secretary  joif 
War. 
LABBaooRis,  OcUber  17, 1814. 

Sib:  An  occasional  abeenoe  from  the  place  of 
my  usual  residence  prevented  me  from  receiving 
the  letter  you  did  roe  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on 
the  third  instant,  until  this  morning.  I  now  has-^ 
ten  to  fulfil  the  injunctions  of  the  committee^  in 
giving  to  them  "sneh  information,  views,  and  re- 
marks, as  are  deemed  pertinent  to  the  subjeot  of 
their  inquiry,  and  best  calculated  for  an  impartial 
investigation  of  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the' 
enemy  in  his  recent  enterprise  against  the  Me<> 
tropolis,and  the  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria." 

^  Of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  buildings, 
and  other  property,  were  destroyed,  and  of  the 
amount  thereof,''  I  know  nothing  personally,  nor 
have  I  recourse  to  any  documents  which  would 
enable  me  to  make  a  satisfactory  communication 
on  these  points. 

The  enemy's  soecess  in  his  late  enterprise 
aganst  the  City  of  Washington,  dbc«,  most  necee-^ 
sarily  be  traced  to  one  of  two  causes:  the  incom-> 
petency  of  the  means  projected  and  employed  to 
repel  his  attack,  or,  tbe  mismanagement  or  mis- 
conduct of  these. 

Under  the  first  head  may  be  noticed.  What  was 
the  force  contemplated  and  ordered  oy  the  Gov- 
ernment as  competeai^    What  was  that  aettially ' 
assembled  and  employed?    And  what  oAer,  ov^> 
additional  meana  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Qof^ 
ernment? 

The  second  head  would  furnish  an  inquiry 
strictly  military,  viz :  Whether  all  was  done,  tfaM- 
was  necessary  and  piaeticaMe,  by  the  Command- 
ing Qeneral  and  the- troops  under  hie' direotion  ? 
For  such  an  inquiry  I  am  not  prepared,  and  what, 
under  either  head.  I  may  be  able  to  offer,  will 
but  be  a  detail  of  raots  coming  witbinmy  ^Ificial 
cognizance,  without  any  admixture  of  opinions. 

Early  in  the  month  of  June  last,  a  call  Wae 
made  on  the  War  Department  for  a  general  re- 
port of  the  numbers  of  regular  troops  and  militia- 
employed  by  the  United  States,  and  the  distribu- 
tion which  had  been  made  of  these  for  theservioe 
of  the  present  campaign.  This  statement  was 
promptly  rendered,  and  submitted  by  the  ProBi- 
dent  to  the  Heads  of  Departments.  It  is  not  r^ 
collected  that  any  alteration  of  the  provisions 
exhibited  by  this  docament  was eiihar  made  or  su^ 
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Mttd.  A  r^fereoee  to  it  will  sbow  what  wat  the 
force  then  deemed  coinpeteDt  for  the  defence  of 
military  district  No.  5.  ofwbich  the  City  of  Wash- 
iofltoo  made  part.* 

The  better  to  secure  the  Seat  of  Qovernmeot, 
dbc,  from  the  attacks  of  the  eoem^,  and  to  relieve 
the  War  Department  from  details,  not  making 
Dart  of  its  regular  duties,  and  incident  to  district 
No.  5,  as  then  constituted,  a  military  district. com- 
prehending that  portion  of  country  lying  between 
the  Rappahannock  and  Potomac  rirers,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  the  State  of  Maryland, 
was  created  on  the  2d  July  last,  and  placed  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Winder,  who 
bad  been  specially  assigned  by  the  President  to 
that  service. 

In  an  interview  with  this  officer,  soon  after  bis 
appointment,  his  attention  was  invited  to  the  state 
or  the  existing  defences  within  the  limits  of  his 
command;  to  an  examination  of  the  different 
routes  by  which  the  enemy  might  approach  the 
capital ;  to  the  selection  of  points  best  calculated 
to  retard  and  to  stop  his  movements,  if  directed 
thereto ;  and  to  the  indication  of  such  new  de- 
fences, field  or  permanent,  as  he  might  deem  ne- 
cessary or  practicable.  The  better  to  enable  him 
to  discbarge  these  and  other  duties,  a  militarv 
staff,  composed  of  an  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
an  Assistant  Inspector  General,  and  two  Assist- 
ant Topographical  Engineers,  were  assigned  to 
the  district. 

On  the  1st  July  a  consultation  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments  was  had.  The  questions  proposed 
for  discussion  were  two : 

!•  By  what  means  can  the  Seat  of  Government 
and  Baltimore  be  defended,  in  case  the  enemy 
should  make  these  cities  objects  of  attack  ? 

2.  Should  he  select  the  former,  will  his  ap- 
proach be  made  by  way  of  the  Potomac,  or  by 
thatof  thePatoxent? 

On  these  questions,  I  took  the  liberty  of  offer- 
ing the  following  statements  and  opinions : 

1.  That  the  principal  defence  to  oe  relied  upon, 
for  either  place,  was  militia;  that,  besides  the 
artillerisU  composing  the  garrisons  of  Forts  Mc- 
Henry  and  Washington,  about  one  thousand  reg- 
ular troops  only  eould  be  collected,  yiz  :  the  thirtv- 
sixth  regiment,  one  battalion  of  the  tbirty-eighth, 
two  troops  of  dragoons,  two.  companies  of  the 
tenth,  ordered  from  North  Carolina,  and  believed 
to  be  on  their  march,  one  company  of  the  twelfth, 
and  two  companies  of  sea  feacibles;  that  the 
number  of  militia  called  into  seryiee  should  be 
proportioned  to  the  known  or  probable  strength  of 
the  enemy,  and  be  taken  from  the  States  ol  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  and.  Pennsylvania :  that  it  is  not 
belicTed  that  the  enemy  will  hazard  a  blow  at 
either  place  with  a  force  less  than  five  thousand 
men ;  that,  to  repel  one  of  this  extent,  we  should 
require  at  least  double  that  number  of  militia; 
that  these  should  be  assembled  at  some  interme- 
diate point  between  Baltimore  and  the  District  of 
Columbia,  leaving  the  sedenUry  or  undraughted 

*  This  document  is  in  possession  of  the  President. 
No  copy  of  it  was  retained  b^r  me. 


militia  of  both  places  an  aoxiliary  fore^  ac  the 
disposition  of  the  Commanding  Gaierai,  mod  ihrnl 
arms  and  ammunition  were  in  depot  and  remdf 
for  their  supply. 

[Under  this  head,  the  Secretary  of  the  Nrnwy 
stated,  that  the  removal  or  destruction  of  ike  flo- 
tilla wpnld  put  at  his  disposition  between  six  and 
eight  hundred  seamen,  and  that  the  marines  then 
in  barracks  exceeded  one  hundred.] 

2.  That  the  naviffation  of  the  Potomac  is  long 
and  sinuous,  and,  if  not  doubtfal  as  to  pneueM- 
bility  by  large  ships,  is  at  least  aneertain  in  rela- 
tion to  the  time  its  ascent  mayoceapy;  wbile 
that  of  the  Patuxent  is  short  and  safe,  and  i&ny 
be  calculated  with  sufficient  precision  for  mii^tary 
purposes;  that,  should  the  enemy  ascend  the  for- 
mer, his  object  is  oiimasked-— he  at  once  deelatcs 
his  destination— and  of  course  leaves  as  at  liberty 
to  concentrate  oUr  whole  foh^e  against  him ;  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  ascend  the  Fauu- 
ent,  (or  South  river,)  his  object  is  aneertain — it 
may  be  the  flotilla,  or  Baltimore,  or  WaaJiinglOB; 
and  that,  as  long  as  his  point  of  atuek  is  anknowa, 
so  long  must  our  force  remain  divided;  that  these 
considerations  suggest  the  preference  he  wall  pro* 
bably  give  to  the  Patuxent,  but  that  this  ronte  is 
not  without  objections;  that  a  separation  fiom 
his  fleet,and  a  land  march  of  twenty  milei  throogh 
a  country  corered  with  wood,  and  oSenng  at 
every  step  strong  positions .  for  defeoce,  beconei 
inevitable ;  that,  it  these  circumstaocas  be  tnrsad 
to  proper  account  against  him,  if  he  he  not  abstK 
lutely  stopped,  his  march  will  be  moeh  retarded; 
that  this  state  of  things,  t>n  which  every  wise 
General  will  calculate,  renders  necessary  a  provi- 
sion train,  or  the  establishment  of  smnll  interme- 
diate posts,  to    keep  open  his  commnnicatioa 
with  his  shipping;  that  the  loss  of  these  woaM 
make  his  situation  perilous  {  and  that,  shooJd  the 
main  battle  be  given  near  Washington,  and  he 
to  him  disastrous,  or  even  doubtful,  his  deairoc' 
tion  is  complete ;  that,  after  all,  believing  he  will 
not  hazard  the  moToment  but  with  a  very  supe- 
rior force,  or  one  he  thinks  such,  it  ia  alsobeUeTed 
that  he  will  prefer  this  route. 

Conformably  to  these  opinions,  an  order  was 
taken  to  assemble  a  corps  and  form  a  eniop  at 
such  point  between  the  City  of  Washington  and 
Baltimore  as  might  be  selected  by  the  Command- 
ing General. 

On  the  4th  of  July  the  militia  requbition  of 
that  date  was  issued,  and  of  that  requisition  rwo 
thousand  efiectiTes  from  the  quota  of  Vif^^aia; 
five  thousand  from  that  of  Pennsylvania;  six 
thousand,  the  whole  quou  of  MarylaDd;  and  two 
thousand,  the  estimated  number  of  the  militia  of 
the  District,  were  put  at  the  disposition  of  the 
Commanding  General.  General  Stewart's' bci- 
gsde  was  already  in  service,  under  the  authority 
of  the  State,  and  had  been  supplied  with  arou^ 
ammunition,  tents,  dbc,  by  the  War  Departmest 

At  a  later  period,  when  discorered  that  the 
draughts  could  not  be  brought  together,  botsJow- 
ly,  and  with  difficulty,  a  call  upon  the  mih'tis,  en 
ffioase,  was  sujpgested  by  the  Chmeral,  and  imme- 
diately authorized.  0-  ' 
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Of  tbt  foree  actuftUy  tssemUed  and  employed 
I  eaonot  speak  with  preclaion,  as  no  return  of 
these  troops  bad  been  made  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment during  my  connexion  with  it.  In  the  letter 
of  the  Commanding  G^eneral,  of  the  27th  of  Au- 

fust,  he  stales  the  whole  force  assembled  at  Bla- 
ensWg,  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  at  fire  thous- 
and men ;  a  number  less  by  two-thirds  than  that 
which  had*  been  required.  This  amszioff  defici- 
ency is  thus  accounted  for  by  him:  "The  slow 
progress  of  draught,  and  the  imperfect  organiza- 
tion, with  the  ineifectireness  of  the  laws  to  com- 
pel them  to  turn  out,  rendered  it  impossible  to 
procure  more.  The  militia  of  this  State,  and  of 
the  contiguous  parts  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, were  called  en  maeee;  but  the  former  militia 
law  of  Pennsylvania  had  expired  on  the  1st  of 
June  or  July,  and  the  one  adopted  in  its  place  is 
not  to  take  effect,  in  organizing  the  militia,  be- 
fore October.  No  aid,  therefore,  has  been  received 
from  that  State." 

The  third  and  last  point  of  inquiry  under  this 
head  is,  what  other  or  additional  means  of  defence 
were  within  the  reach  of  Government  1 

Of  naval  means  I  am  not  a  competent  judge, 
nor  do  I  kaow  what^  of  this  description,  were  ac- 
taally  employed,  nor  what  it  waa  possible  to  have 
superadded ;  but  of  those  strictly  military,  I  know 
none  within  the  view  of  this  question  that  were 
omitted.  It  may  be  supposed  that  permanent  for- 
tifications should  have  been  multiplied ;  yet,  of 
works  of  this  character,  but  one  was  suggested 
from  any  quarter  entitled  to  respect,  and  this  was 
a  committee  of  bankers,  who  thought  a  new  work 
on  the  Potomac,  and  below  Fort  Washington,  de- 
sirable. To  this  suggestion  it  was  answered,  that 
a  small  work  would  be  unavailing,  and  that,  to 
erect  one  of  sufficient  size  and  strength,  was  im- 
practicable, for  want  of  money.  An  offer  was 
thea  made  to  supply  that  want  by  loaning  to  the 
United  States  izOO.OOO,  on  condition  that  this 
sum  should  be  devoted  to  the  special  object  of  de- 
fending the  District.  An  agreement  to  this  effect 
was  made,  and  the  money  promised  to  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  on  the  24th  of  August.  The 
events  of  that  day  put  an  end  to  the  business,  and 
at  the  same  time  furnished  evidence  of  the  falli- 
bility of  the  plan,  had  it  even  been  executed,  by 
showing  that  no  works  on  the  Potomac  will,  of 
themselves,  be  a  sufficient  defence  for  the  Seat  of 
Government.  The  considerations  which  ffovero- 
ed  mr  own  opinion  on  this  subject,  ana  which 
may  have  governed  that  oi^  others,  were,  that  to 
put  Washington  Jujre  cPiruuUey  by  means  of  for- 
tifications, would,  from  physical  causes,  among 
which  is  the  remoteness  from  each  other  of  the 
several  points  to  be  defended,  have  exhausted  the 
Treasury ;  that  bayonets  are  known  to  form  the 
most  efficient  barriers;  and  that  there  was  no 
reason,  in  this  case,  to  doubt  beforehand  the  wil- 
lingness of  the  country  to  defend  it. 

In  this  brief  statement  you  are  presented  with 
a  view  of  the  force  contemplated  and  ordered  by 
the  Government;  of  the  means  taken  to  assem- 
ble that  foree  through  the  usual  medium  of  the 


Commanding  Greneral;*  of  that  actually 
bled  and  employed;  and  lastly,  of  my  impressions 
in  relation  to  any  other  or  additional  means  of 
defence. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  second  subject  of  inquiry, 
the  employment  of  the  means  we  had,  and  the 
conduct  01  the  troops. 

On  the  —  day  of  August  was  received  the 
first  notice  of  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Cochrane 
in  the  bay;  and  on  the. same  day  advices  were 
brought,  that  he  was  entering  and  ascending  the 
Patuxent.  These  facts  were  communicated  to 
the  General,  and  he  was  instructed  to  take  a  po- 
sition near  the  enemy.  On  the  23d  he  was  ad- 
vised to  hang  on  their  rear  and  flank  a  heavy 
corps,  while  he  opposed  to  them  another  in  their 
front.  My  reasons  for  thus  adyising  him  were 
three :  if  Baltimore  was  the  object  oTthe  enemy, 
this  disposition  interposed  a  corps  between  them 
and  that  city ;  if  they  aimed  at  Washinj^on,  it 
menaced  their  communication  with  their  fleet, 
and  the  security  of  their  return,  and  was,  there* 
fore,  most  likely  to  hold  them  in  check ;  and  last- 
ly, it  did  not  forbid  a  concentration  of  force  in 
their  front,  at  a  later  period  and  by  a  forced 
march.  On  the  evening  of  the  22d  I  repaired  to 
the  army,  and  found  it  at  the  Old  Fields,  six  or 
eight  miles  distant  from  the  enemy.  A  part  of 
the  corps  contemplated  for  the  service  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  article  had  joined  General  Win- 
der, and  of  the  other  part  (under  General  StaHs- 
bury)  no  correct  account  could  be  given.  I  took 
this  occasion  to  urge  the  necessity  of  a  speedy 
concentration  of  our  force,  and  of  the  usefulness 
of  pushing  our  pickets  frequently  and  freely  upon 
those  of  toe  enemy,  as  the  best  means  of  circum- 
scribing his  supplies ;  of  gaining  a  knowledge  of 
his  strength,  (of  which  the  accounts  were  va* 
riouS|)  and  of  preventing  a  stolen  march,  which 
was  to  be  suspected.  J  was  glad  to  find  the  Gen- 
eral entertained  similar  views,  and  that  they  wen 
in  a  train  of  execution.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
23d  I  returned  to  Washington,  and  during  the 
night  of  that  dtj  the  President  transmitted  to  ne 
the  letter,  of  which  that  which  follows  is  a  copy : 

**The  President  (tfthe  United  States: 

^'The  enemy  are  advanced  six  miles  on  the  road 
to  the  Woodyard,  and  our  troops  retiring.  Our 
troops  were  on  the  march  to  meet  them,  but  in 
too  small  a  body  to  engage.  General  Winder  pro- 
poses to  retire  till  he  can  collect  them  in  a  body. 
The  enemy  are  in  full  march  for  Washington. 
Have  the  materials  prepared  to  destroy  the 
bridges. 

» JAMES  MONROE. 
"  Tuesdav,  9  o'clock.    You  had  better  remove 
the  records.'' 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  received  a  note 
from  General  Winder,  informing  me  of  his  re-r 


*  His  exertions  were  occanonally  aided,  and  his  au- 
thority enforced,  by  the  War  Department,  See  Col. 
Tayloe's  letter  enclosed ;  and  let  me  pray  that  thisgeft* 
tleman  may  he  examined  on  the  sulject  of  it  by  the  com- 
mittee. 
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umx  sad  the  tpproach  of  the  eoemy,  and  "ask- 
iaff  eoQoaei  from  me,  or  from  the  GoTerameiit.'* 
This  letter  was  late  in  reaching  me.  It  had  been 
opened,  and  passed  through  other  hands.  The 
moment  I  received  it  I  hastened,  with  the  late 
Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  General's  qaar* 
ters.  We  found  there  the  President,  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Attorney  General. 
General  Winder  was  on  the  point  of  joining  the 
troops,  at  Bladensborg,  whither,  it  was  now  un- 
derstood, the  enemy  was  also  niarehing.  I  took 
for  granted  that  he  had  received  the  counsel  he 
required ;  for,  to  me,  he  neither  stated  doubt  nor 
difficttlt^,  nor  plan  of  attack  or  of  defence.  This 
state  of  things  gaTe  occasion  to  a  eonversation, 
prinoipaiiy  conducted  by  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  terminated  in 
understanding  that  I  should  repair  to  the  troops, 
and  give  such  directions  as  were  required  by  the 
urgency  of  the  case.  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  ful- 
filling this  intention,  and  had  barely  time  to  re- 
connoitre the  march  of  the  enemy,  and  to  inform 
myaelf  of  our  own  arrangements,  when  I  again 
met  the  President^  who  told  me  that  he  liad  come 
to  a  new  determination,  and  that  the  military 
fiDinctionaries  should  be  left  to  the  discharge  of 
their  own  duties^  on  their  own  responsibilities. 
I  now  became,  of  course,  a  mere  spectator  of  the 
combat. 

If  our  field  combinations  were  not  the  most 
seientifiCj  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  many  of 
our  troops  were  incapable  of  receiving  those  of 
the  best  form,*  and  that  circumstances  had  ren- 
dered the  order  of  battle,  on  our  part,  nearly  for- 
tuitous. "Much  of  the  largest  portion  of  our 
foroe^"  says  the  General,  in  his  letter  of  the  27th 
of  August,  "arrived  on  the  ground  when  the  ene- 
my was  in  sight,  and  were  disposed  of  to  support, 
in  the  best  manner,  the  position  which  General 
Stansbury  had  uken.  They  had  barely  reached 
the  ground  before  the  action  commenced. 

These  facts  may  also  explain  why  we  had  no 
guns  in  battery  in  the  line  of  the  bridge  over 
which  the  enemy  passed  ?  why  a  brick  house, 
which  enfiladed  that  bridge,  and  was  partially 
fortified,  should  not  have  teen  unroofed  and  oe- 
cupied  7  and  why  a  frame  storehouse  should  have 
been  left  to  cover  the  bead  of  the  enemy's  column, 
and  iu  subsequent  display  ?  dkc. 

If,  also,  the  most  eflleieat  corps  of  the  army 
was  left  out  of  the  original  arrangement,  and  but 
got  into  the  line  when  other  paru  of  it  "  were 
retreating,  and  apparently  in  much  disorder."  it 
will  not  be  forgotten  that  this  corps  was  distinct 
and  independent,  and  that  the  General  had  no 
authority,  of  right,  to  command  it.  I  witnessed 
the  disquietude  of  the  gallant  officer  who  led  this 
corps,  at  having  been  assigned  to  a  duty  which, 
in  his  own  strong  language,  "  but  required  a  cor- 
poral and  six  men."    The  lateness  with  which 

•  0pon  my  inquiring  why  the  drtgoons  had  not  been 
imbodied,  masked,  end  made  to  ^sige  the  right  flank 
of  the  enemy,  the  Genend  replied,  that  an  offieer  of 
thet  corps  assured  him  that  nis  men  could  not  be 
brought  to  a  charge. 


he  got  into  a  post  of  more  distinefioa^  I  consider 
as  one  of  the  causes  of  the  disasters  of  the  day; 
but,  without  all  doubt,  the  detetmlaing  cause  of 
these  is  to  be  found  in  that  lore  of  life  which,  in 
many  of  the  corps^  predominated  over  a  lore  of 
country  and  of  honor.  In  illustration  of  this  fact, 
I  refer  to  the  official  reports  of  General  Winder 
and  of  Commodore  Barney,  and  shall  ckae  this 
letter  by  adopting  the  opinion  of  the  former,  "that 


the  contest  was  not  maintained  as  obetinatei^  as 
could  have  been  desired,  but  was,  by  pans  oTihe 
troops,  sustained  with  great  spirit  and  prod^'oos 


effect ;  and,  had  the  whole  of  our  force  beea  equal- 
ly firm,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  the  enemy 
would  have  been  repulsed,  not  withstanding  til 
the  disadvantages  under  which  we  fought" 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  rery  great  iv- 
spect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

P.  S.  On  what  may  particularly  relaie  to  Alex- 
andria, I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  official  letter  to 
General  Young,  of  the  24th  of  Aa^st,  and  to 
my  note  to  Captain  Dyson,  and  his  repiv  of  the 
29th.  It  may  be  that  no  copy  of  the  first  was 
kept ;  in  which  case  the  origioal  may  be  call^ 
for.  J.  A. 

Hon.  Cd.  JoBnaoit,  CfcaiVwii,  fc 

No«4.  I 

hetUr  fnm  the  honorMe  IRUuas  Jmet,  See- 

retarytfihe  I^kwif.  i 

NaVT  DEPAHTMENTj'Oct  31,  IS\4. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contuned 
in  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  to  state  to  the  ' 
committee  of  inquiry  **  anything  that  may  be 
within  my  knowledge,  as  to  the  measures  taken  i 
and  adopted  by  the  Administration,  and  more 
especially  those  proposed  and  adopted  at  the  Cab- 
inet Council  oa  the  first  of  Jaly  fast,  in  nlMUoa 
to  the  defence  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  with 
such  other  views  and  things  as  may  be  deemed, 
in  my  estimation,  pertinent  to  an  inquiry,'*  I  have 
the  honor  to  reply,  that,  as  the  information  re- 
quired involves  the  confidential  proceedings  ot  a 
Cabinet  Council,  I  deemed  it  expedient  and  re- 
spectful to  ascertain,  from  the  proper  sonrec, 
whether  any  obstacles  existed  to  the  developaeac 
of  what  passed  on  that  question ;  and,  being  (reed 
from  all  restraint  upon  that  occasion,  I  proceei 
to  state  briefly,  from  memory,  my  generai  recd/- 
lections  upon  the  subject  of  the  inquiry. 

The  serious  apprehensions  of  invasioB  sad  de- 
vastation, whicn  succeeded  the  knovledge  of 
those  extraordinary  events,  which  libetated  the 
powerful  naval  and  military  forces  of  the  enemy 
from  European  hostility,  and  the  temper  of  the 
British  nation,  as  displayed  in  the  language  of  us 
journals  and  conduct  or  its  Government,  in  re^ 
tion  to  the  pacific  mission  which  it  had  iaviied, 
were  deeply  felt,  and  frequently  discussed,  is  ec- 
casional  conversations  between  the  indifMal 
members  of  the  Administration,  prior  to  cte  Cab- 
inet meeting  on  the  first  of  July  last,  ii  whiek 
the  probable  points  of  attack  were  Tarioady  con- 
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sidered*  Mjr  own  imf»e8iio«s  iaelioed  to  the 
opioioQ  that  there  were  aptoe  poUils  more  ex- 
|K»Md,  lets  difficult  of  aeeest,  and  more  ioyitina 
to  the  enemy,  apoo  the  system  of  wur&re  he  had 
adopted,  than  the  metropolis;  the  only  important 
objeoU  which  it  presented,  accordin^^  to  my  riew, 
being  the  naval  depot  and  public  shipping. 

I  reeoUecti  on  one  of  those  occasiods^  that  the 
President  expressed  very  ^eat  solicitude  for  the 
safety  of  the  metropilis;  his  belief  that  the  euipmy 
would  attempt  its  invasion^  and  urged  the  expe* 
dieaey  of  immediate  defensive  pioMHitions,  with 
all  the  disposabk  force  that  could  ne  convenient* 
ly  collected.  I  accorded  in  the  expedienoy  of 
preparation,  but  must  confess  I  was  not  equally 
impressed  with  the  apprehension  of  immediate 
danger,  as  well  from  the  reasona  I  have  before  as* 
signed,  as  from  the  then  oiistiag  fact,  that  the 
force  of  the  enemy,  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, was  entirely  nasral,  and  apnarendy  very  sat- 
isfactorily engaged  in  conflagmtiag  farm  houses, 
and  d^iivedating  upon  slaves  and  tobaee«y  on  the 
shores  of  the  Patuxent.  In  this  sentiment  I  was 
not  alone. 

On  the  30th  da^  of  June  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet  were  invited  to  attend  a  meeiihg  at  the 
President's  mansion,  on  the  following  day  at  noon. 
At  or  near  the  time  appointed,  the  Secretaries  of 
Suta  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  and  the  Attor- 
ney Oeneral,  assembled. 

The  President  staled  the  object  of  the  meeting 
to  be-the  consideration  of  the  menacing  aspect  ot 
things,  in  consequence  of  the  augmented  power 
of  the  enemy  by  the  great  politicaTehanges  which 
had  taken  place  in  Europe,  and  the  disposition 
manifested  by  tha  Gbvemment  nnd  people  of 
<3reat  Britain,  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  most 
Tindictive  and devasUtiag spirit;  represented  the 
motives  and  indneamenta  whioh^  he  conceived, 
the  enemy  had  to  prefer  the  invasion  of  the  cap- 
ital rather  than  any  other  immediate  enterprise, 
and  urged  the  necessitv  of  speedy  and  efficient 
preparation  for  the  deienee  of  the  District  and 
capital;  inquired  into  the  existing  sute  of  its  mil* 
itary  and  naval  defences,  and  the  extent  of  the 
disposable  force  which  it  would  be  practicable  to 
concentrate  in  the  District. 

The  Secretary  of  War  estimated  the  disposa- 
ble regular  force,  applicable  to  the  intend^  pur- 
pose, to  the  best  of  my  xeeoUection.  about  twelve 
handred,  including  about  two  hundred  cavalry  at 
Cstf  lisle,  Pennsylvania,  who,  I  think  he  said,  were 
not  all  mounted,  but  would  probably  be  so  in  a 
abort  time.  He  brouffht  ii^to  view  the  volunteer 
corps  of  the  City  and  Disuict,  the  particulars  of 
wrbiQh  I  do  not  recollect,  and  estimated  the  depot 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  I  think,  to  contain  at  that  time 
about  thirty-six  thousand  stand  of  arms. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  enumerated  the 

naval  force,  within  immediate  reach,  as  follows: 

Tbe  marines  at  headquarters,  about   -       -    120 

The  force  attached  to  the  flotilla  under  the 

command  of  Commodore  Barney,  on  the 

Patuient^  about      -       -  .    -       -       .    500 
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To  the  regular  force  the  President  proposed  to 
add  ten  thousand  militia,  to  be  designated  and 
held  in  readiness  in  such  neighboring  districts  as 
should  be  found  most  convenient.  He  also  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  deposittncr,  at  a  suitable 
place  contiguous  to  the  metropolis,  a  supply  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  camp  equipage. 

These  propositions  produced  ve^  little  discus- 
sion, the  propriety  and  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ures appeared  to  be  admitted,  though  no  fbrmal 
question  was  taken,  nor  an]^  dissent  expressed. 

The  meeting  separated,  with  an  understanding, 
on  my  part,  that  the  measures  proposed  were  to 
be  carried  into  effect;  but  what  order  took pUce 
thereon,  other  than  in  the  Department  or  the 
Navy,  1  know  not;  nor  do  I  know  any  thing  ftir- 
ther  material  to  the  inquiry,  except  what  is  em- 
braced in  the  communication  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  make  to  the  committee  on  the  3d  inst. 

Tha  officers  of  the  Navy  Tard  are  closely  en* 
gajged  in  making  out  the  estimates  of  the  loss  su»« 
tained  by  the  conflagration  at  that  establishment, 
but  tha  loss  of  books  and  papers  has  retarded  their 
operations.  It  shall  be  completed  as  soon  as  poe- 
sible,  and  transmitted  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES, 
SeertUarjf  of  ike  ffaof^ 

Hon.  RioBAun  M.  Johnson, 

Chairman  Com,  ofJnquifyy  ff.ofB. 

Navt  Dbpautmbnt,  Nov.  12, 1814» 
Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  reports 
and  statements  of  the  Commandant  of  the  Navy 
Yard,  showing  the  actual  loss  of  public  pro- 
perty bv  the  conflagation  of  the  Navy  Yard  on 
the  d4tb  of  August  last. 

Exhibit  A  shows  the  loss  sustained  in  moveable 
property,  viz :  the  estimated  value  previous  to 
the  fire ;  the  value  preserved  or  recovered ;  and 
the  actual  loss  sustained ;  as  condensed  in  the 
recapitulation  on  the  last  page. 
Net  loss     .       -       .       .       •    $417,745  61 
Exhibit  B  shows  the  loss  sustained 
in  buildings  and  fixtures,  in  like 
manner  showing  the  estimated 
costand  real  loss  sustained.   Net       91,425^  53 


Total  loss  - 


-  $509,171  04 


To  which  is  annexed  an  estimate  (believed  to 
be  founded  upon  such  data  as  may  be  relied  upon) 
of  the  ^  expenses  of  rebuilding  in  a  plain  suIh 
stantial  manner,"  so  as  to  carry  on  all  the  public 
work  with  as  much  advantage  and  convenience 
as  before  the  fire;  amount     •       -     $02,370  14 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  JONES, 
Secretary  of  the  ridvy, 

Hon.  R.  M.  JoBiiaoN, 

Chairman  Com.  JSngiciry. 
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Captim  of  the  City  of  WaMngUm. 


No.  5. 

Letters  from  the  honorable  Richard  Rush^  Attor- 
ney OeneraL 

Narrative  by  Richard  Rath,  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  Statee,  of  attch  fiusta  and  cirenmatancea  aa 
ara  within  hia  knowledge*  ralative  to  the  captora  of 
Waahington  on  the  24th  of  Auguat,  1814 ;  and  of 
meaaurea  adopted  by  the  GroTemment  in  relation  to 
that  eventt  preTioua  to,  or  on  that  day ;  deliTored  on 
the  requiaition  of  a  Committee  of  theHooaeof  Rep- 
reaentativea,  appointed  to  inveatigato  the  cauaea 
which  led  to  the  capture. 

Washington  City,  Oct.  15, 1814. 
Aa  my  official  place  in  the  OoTernmeot  em- 
braeea  no  eonnezion  with  the  datiea  of  either  of 
Che  four  Deperiineota,  farther  than  as  I  am  liable 
to  be  consulted  on  legal  queationa  growing  out  of 
Che  buainesa  of  either  of  them,  it  ia  not  to  be  ei- 
pected  that  I  can  give  information  relative  to 
the  8ubjeet*matter  of  the  committee'a  inquiriea, 
except— 

Ist.  Such  aa  1  may  have  derived  from  being 
preaent  at  the  deliberatiooa  of  the  Cabinet,  when 
thereto  aoromoned  by  the  Executive,  supposing 
any  to  be  derivable  from  that  aouree;  or, 

2diy.  Such  aa  I  may  have  derived  from  my 
personal  Breseaee  at  Washington,  and  the  oppor- 
tunities thence  furnished  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  acta  or  measures  of  Qovernment,  or  other 
eventa  transpiring  at  ita  seat. 

In  regard  to  the  former  capacity,  I  would  beg 
leave  to  premise,  that,  as  these  deliberations  im- 
ply an  intercourse  of  confidence  amongst  those 
who  participate  in  them,  1  hope  I  do  not  misap- 
prehend the  true  nature  of  the  connexion  between 
Che  Executive  and  those  whom  he  may  invite  to 
his  consultations,  or  fail  in  my  respect  to  the 
committee,  when  I  state  that  I  do  not  bold  my- 
self bound  to  make  a  public  disclosure  of  matters 
which  may,  in  this  mode,  have  been  the  subject 
of  Executive  advisement  or  consideration.  The 
exceptions  belonging  to  such  a  rule,  if  any  do  be- 
long to  it,  I  forbear  to  advert  to,  inasmuch  as  I 
would  be  understood  to  have  waived  upon  tiiis 
occasion  the  objections  which  might  otherwise 
be  interposed  against  the  development  of  trans- 
actions frotn  this  peculiar  source  of  information. 
Upon  a  subject  of  such  delicacy,  and  one  involv- 
ing future  rights,  I  would  beg  to  be  further  under- 
stood, that,  in  waiving  all  ODJectiun,  I  act  under 
the  full  belief  that  it  is  not  desired  to  restrain  the 
freedom  of  such  a  course  on  my  part,  by  any  pro- 
hibitory injunctions  from  the  quarter  whence 
they  could  issue. 

As  iniroduciory,  then,  to  what  I  may  have  to 
disclose  under  this  head,  and  to  meet,  as  far  as  in 
my  power,  the  inquiry  made  as  to  my  knowledge 
of  any  preparatory  measures  adopted  fur  the  de- 
fence of  the  metropolis,  I  proceed  to  state^* 

That,  in  the  month  of  Jane,  of  the  past  Sum- 
mer, when  the  momentous  changes  in  Europe 
had  become  revealed  to  us,  I  had  the  honor  of 
holding,  individually,  occasional  interviews  with 
the  President.  In  dwelling  upon  our  public  af- 
faire, he  expreased  hia  atrong  belief  of  the  inau- 


aptcfoua  reaalta  which  these  chaaget  beid  one 
every  likelihood  of  auperiodueing  upon  cbern. 
That  the  entire  liberation  of  British  mUiUrf 
power  from  European  conflicts,  created  a  eorres^ 
ponding  probability  that  portioiis  of  it,anexpeet- 
ediy  formidable, would  be  throws  opon  onTshorei. 
In  one.  at  iotst,  of  the  con  versatioDs,  he  also  dwelt 
upon  the  probability  of  an  atuck  opoe  Washing- 
ton ;  enforcing  hia  opinion  on  the  gronodi^  amoeg 
others,  of  its  own  weakneaa,  and  Che  eefar  tbttt 
would  attend  a  successful  inroad  opoa  the  capi- 
tal, beyond  the  intrinaic  magnitode  of  ihe achieve- 
ment. He  spoke  of  the  immediate  ncceaniy  of 
preparing  for  ita  defence.  His  impresawaa  of  the 
danger  appeared  to  acquire  new  force  fros  the 
2^h  of  the  month,  upon  which  day  despatchn 
were  received  from  two  of  our  Ministers  abroad, 
Mr,  Qallatin  and  Mr.  Bayard,  dated  cmrly  ia  May. 
Upon  the  dOtb  of  June,  the  Heads  of  DepartoMacs 
were  desired  to  meet  at  the  Piesideot's  House  oa 
the  following  day  at  18  o'clock. 

They  accordingly  assembled.   All  were  piesaL 
I  also,  in  pursuance  of  the  President^  reqaesr,  at- 
tended.   Our  public  affairs  were  brooghl  into 
discussion ;  their  altered,  and  more  aaeiiaeijig  char- 
acter ;  the  probable  relactance  of  the  Northerm 
Powers  of  Europe  to  regard  favorahlyy  ^  aoeh  a 
moment  of  Buropean  homage  toiheBmish  sanae, 
the  just  rights  for  which  we  were  coDteading ;  the 
fierce  aspect  which  British  miliury  powcv  now  had 
the  means,  and  probably  would  not  want  the  dis- 
position to  put  on  towards  ua ;  the  parts  of  oar  eourn- 
try  moat  vulnerable  to  ita  immediate  irrapiioBa.as 
well  as  the  general  trials  before  as,  were  hroeght 
into  view.    The  President  mentioned  what  I  bad 
heard  htm,  individually,  express  before,  relative 
to  Waahington ;  atatinff  hia  impression,  vaeqaivo- 
cally.  to  be,  that,  if  it  fell  within  the  pfaas  ei  the 
enemy  to  send  out  troops  for  operatioas  apoa  the 
Atlantic  frontier  this  aeaaon,  he  thought  the  Cap- 
ital would  he  marked  aa  the  mc»st  iavitiag  objeer 
of  a  apeedy  attack.    That  it  would  be  r^;ltt,  forth- 
with, to  put  in  train  roeasorea  of  precaodoa  and 
defence.    He  then  declared  that,  to  him,  it  ap- 
peared that  a  force  of  ten  thousand  men  sboab 
be  got  in   readiness  for  the  city  and   DistricL 
That  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  as  large  a  por- 
tion of  it  as  practicable  regular  troops;  but  that, 
at  the  least,  there  should  be  a  thousand  of  this  de- 
cription,  and  more  if  more  could    be  obtained 
That  the  residue  should  be  made  op  of  the  wd- 
unteers  and  militia  of  the  District  of  Cofoehsa. 
combined  with  that  from  the  parts  nearest  adja- 
cent of  the  States  of  Virj;iuia.  Maryland.aad  Pena- 
sylvania.    That  convenient  depots  of  arms  and 
military  equipage  should  also  be  established.     Nc 
j  dissent  was  expressed  to  these  opinions  of  the  Pre- 
j  sideni.     The  Secretary  of  War  made  some  vvr- 
I  bal  estimate  of  the  regiments,  or  parts  of  ng^- 
,  ments,  near  at  Hand.    By  this,  it  appeared  iMml 
i  either  with,  or  independent  of,  the  marines  ai:he 
Navy  Yard,  (for  of  this  I  am  not  certaia)  tke  por- 
tion of  regular  force  mentioned  could  mtfiiy  be 
had.    I  recollect  nothing  farther  to  hare  passed 
at  the  meeting  about  the  defence  of  Washiagiou. 
What  measures  were  aubaequentif  taken;  how 
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Ikr  those  proposed  wi^rt  carried  into  effect ;  Or  bf 
what  ceases  ibef  have  been  retarded  or  frastra* 
tsd  1  have  not  had  the  means  of  knowine  with 
any  certainty,  and  tbereforl  cannot  speal.  In 
regard  to  what  I  have  said,  I  am  disposed  to  en- 
tertain the  less  distrust  of  its  ^neral  accuracy 
from  the  habit  of  keeping  occasional  written  me- 
morandums connected  with  onr  public  history, 
ami  from  havin^^  refreshed  my  memory  by  a  ref- 
erence 10  some,  lb  the  present  instance,  made  at 
the  time. 

As  it  appears  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
oommtttcea  inqviries  that  I  should  also  disclose 
such  facts  as  I  ma)r  possess  a  knowledge  of,  re- 
btive  to  any  participation,  by  ibe  Government, 
in  the  immediate  evento  of  the  84th  of  August, 
I  have  to  state  that  my  knowledge  herein  is 
merely  incidental.  As  far  as  it  extends,  or  may 
appear  to  have  any  bearing  upon  the  interroga- 
tories of  the  committee,  iwill  proceed  to  ttn« 
fold  it. 

On  the  morning  of  that  day,  probably  at  about 
9  o'clock,  I  called  at  the  lodgines  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  ask  him  for  his  latest  intelHj^ence 
respecting  the  enemy's  movements.     He  was 
ffood  enough  Jo  hand  me  a  nore  he  had  received 
from  Qeoeral  winder,  written  from  headquarters, 
then  established  within  the  city  limits,  near  the 
Eastern  fimnch  bridge.    It  was  dated.  I  think, 
the  same  morning,    ft  was  short,  and  stated  the 
accounts  from  the  river  below  to  be  more  and 
more  serious.    It  also  expressed  a  wish  to  receive 
coansei  either  from  the  Secretary  individually, 
or  the  Bxecutive,  as  to  the  operations  proper  to 
be  adopted  in  an  emergency  so  critical.    Other 
thinffs  mav  have  been  in  it,  but,  reading  it  hast- 
ily, I  would  not  be  iraderstood  to  speak  with  ac- 
cQracy  of  its  contents.    Leaving  the  Secretary 
of  War,  I  proceeded  to  the  President's.    Arriv- 
ing there,  1  learned  that  the  President  hid  gone 
to  the  headquarters  of  Qeneral  Winder.  Thither 
I  also  next  went    I  there  found  the  President, 
General  Winder,  Commodore  Tingey.  and  two 
or  three  military  officers.   The  Secretary  of  State, 
I  understood,  had  previously  been  there,  but  had 
MDC  on  to  Bladensburg.    The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy- came  into  the  room  not  long  afterwards. 
Of  Commodore  Tingey's  presence  I  am  not  cer- 
Uin.    The  conversation  turned  upon  the  route 
by  which  it  was  thought  most  likely  the  enemy 
'would  make  his  approach.    It  was  interrupted 
by  dragoofSs,  who  bad  been  on  scour?,  coming  in 
every  few  minutes  with  their  reports.    The  pre- 
ponderance of  opinion,  at  this  period,  I  took  to 
be  that  he  would  be  most  likely  to  move  in  a  di- 
rection towards  the  Potomac,  with  a  view  to 
possess  himself  of  Fort  Warburton  in  the  first  in- 
stance.   By  this  course,  he  would  secure  the  pas- 
sage of  his  ships,  then  supposed  to  be  in  the  river 
below,  and  thus  their  ulterior  co-operation,  whe- 
ther in  the  attack  or  retreat  of  his  land  troops. 
Xhis  way  of  thinking  induced,  as  I  supposed, 
Oeneral  Winder  to  retain  a  large  portion  of  his 
force  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Eastern  Branch  I 
bridge,  in  preference  to  moving  it  on,  under  the  I 
existing  state  of  intelligence,  towards  Bladeas-  * 


burg.  In  antieipation  of  success  to  the  enemy's 
attempts  by  water  or  land,  or  both,  some  conver* 
sation  was  had  as  to  the  proper  precautions  for 
blowing  op,  or  otherwise  rendering  useless,  the 
vessels  and  public  propertv  of  the  Navy  Yard. 
After  the  lapse  of  probably  an  hour  from  the 
time  I  reached  headquarters,  an  express  arrived 
from  General  Stansbury,  commanding  the  Haiti* 
more  troops,  at  Bladensburg,  rendering  it  at  length 
certain  that  the  British  army  was  advancing  in 
that  direction.  Qenerai  Winder  immediatelr 
put  his  troops  in  motion,  and  marched  off  with 
them  for  Bladensburg. 

When  he  had  left  the  house,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  companv  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  arrived  there.    The  President  men* 
tioned  to  the  former  the  information  which  had 
just  been  reeeiTcd,  at  the  same  time  asking  him 
whether,  as  it  was  probable  a  battle  would  sooa 
be  brought  on,  he  had  any  advice  or  plaa  to  offer 
upon  the  occasion.    He  replied  that  he  had  not. 
He  added,  that^  as  it'was  to  be  between  reffolara 
and  militia,  the  latter  would  be  beaten.    All  who 
were  in  the  house  then  oame  out ;  the  Secretary 
of  War  getting  on  his  horse  to  go  to  Bladens- 
burg, and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  going^to  the 
marine  barracks  close  by.    Commodore  Barney, 
with  his  seamen  and  marines,  who  were  still  re- 
maining in  or  near  the  barracks,  were  ordered  to 
push  on  with  all  despatch  to  Bladensburg,  an 
order    their   anxiety  stood  anticipating.     The 
President  first  went  to  the  barracks,  inviting  me 
to  accompany  him.    He  then  ohoerved  that  he 
would  ride  to  Bladensburg,  with  a  view  to  join 
the  two  Heads  of  Departments,  already  gone 
there,  and  be  of  any  use  in  his  power.    I  pro- 
ceeded on  with  him.    Before  we  could  reach  the 
town,  the  forces  of  the  enemy  had  possession  of 
it.  General  Winder,  aa  it  atnick  my  eye  in  riding 
along,  bad  formed  the  troops  he  marched  oat 
with  him  on  each  side  of  the  road,  stretehing  n 
mile  from  Bladensburg,  to  such  way  as  the  tew 
momenu  left  him  would  allow.    But,  according 
to  what  particular  plan  they  were  drawn  up,  or 
by  whose  order,  I  cannot  say.    The  President 
met  with  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  Sute  upon  the  field  near  the  front  ranks. 
The  former  had  arrived  just  before  htm.    When 
the  President  arrived,  the  arrangement  for  the 
battle,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  was  appar* 
enily  made.    It  commenced  in  a  very  few  min- 
utes, and,  in  not  many  more,  some  of  our  troops 
began  to  break.    The  President  and  two  Secre- 
taries, at  about  this  period,  retired  together.    I 
joined  them  very  shortly  afterwards,  and  rode 
into  Washington  with  the  President. 

It  does  not,  at  present,  occur  to  me  that  I  can 
state  anything  further  relevant  to  the  inquiries  of 
the  committee.  I  shall  be  ready  to  answer  any 
qoestioDs  it  may  think  fit  to  propound,  with  a 
view  to  recall  any  explanatory  or  additional  cir- 
cumstances or  facts,  not  collected  above,  or  which 
I  have  not  deemed  it  material  to  state. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Chairman  Ckmmitiee  ofingimrf. 
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Wasbihotom,  Ntwmber  3, 1814. 
Bib:  I  haTe.ha<l  the  honor  toreceiTcjonmotey 
of  the  29th  of  last  month,  requesting  of  me  suoh 
information  as  I  maf  possess  relative  to  a  report 
made  early  in  June,  from  the  War  Department 
to  the  President,  of  the  amount  of  regular  and 
militia  force,  and  its  distribution  throughout  the 
country ;  which  report  was  submitted  by  the  Pres- 
dent  to  the  Heads  of  Departments ;  and  requesting, 
also,  that  I  will  add  any  further  matter  to  my  for- 
mer narrative,  which  may  have  since  occurred  to 
my  recollection,  that  I  may  deem  material,  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  part  taken  by  the  President,  or 
any  of  the  members  of  the  Qovernment,  on  the 
day  of  the  battle  of  Blidensburf . 

With  the  same  reservation  which  I  before  took 
the  liberty  to  make,  of  the  privilege  of  being  at  my 
option  as  to  the  disclosure  of  facts  of  which  1 
may  have  derived  the  knowledge  through  any 
confidential  medium  whilst  engaged  in  public  du* 
ties,  I  have  to  state- 
That,  at  a  meeting  which  took  place  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  at  the  President's,  on  the 
7th  of  June,  at  which  I  also  was  present,  I  do  re- 
member that  a  paper  was  read  by  the  President, 
which  had  been  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  containing  an  estimate  of  all  our  land  force, 
as  well  as  its  distribution.  A  similar  one  was 
exhibited  of  the  naval  force,  prepared  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy.  This,  too,  was  read  by  the 
President.  I  remember  the  aggregate  amount  of 
the  land  force,  but  not  the  portions  of  it  as  then 
distributed  through  the  respective  military  di»- 
triott;  or,  at  least,  not  that  tailing  within  district 
No.  fi.  The  meeting  was  called,  and  the  estimate 
offeree  submitted,  for  purposes  ouite  distinct  from 
the  defiroce  of  district  No.  5.  The  latter  object 
being  excluded,  renders  it,  I  presume^  unneces- 
sary that  I  should  trouble  the  committee  with  any 
detail  of  the  deliberatioiM  or  resolutions  that  were 
had  upon  the  occasion. 

As  regards  the  other  branch  of  inquiry,  I  feel 
at  some  loss.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  do  remember 
any  supplemental  facts,  which  the  committee 
miffht  think  material  to  be  stated,  relative  to  what 
took  place  on  the  day  of  the  battle.  Upon  this 
sttbjeet  I  would,  with  the  most  entire  deference, 
beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  perhaps  the  most  eligi- 
ble course  would  be  for  me  to  answer  (as  I  shocdd 
ever  be  ready  to  do)  to  such  interrogatories  as  the 
committee  might  find  it  in  their  discretion  or  con- 
venience to  pot,  rather  than  leave  in  my  own 
hands  the  choice  of  topics.  I  iTenture  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  remark  from  the  fear  that  I  may 
omit  or  introduce  matter,  which,  in  other  eyes, 
might  wear  a  different  aspect  or  relationship  to 
the  investigation,  to  what  it  had  done  in  mine. 
When  the  Prestaent  expressed  his  intention  of 
going  to  Bladensborg,  he  observed,  while  on  the 
road,  that  one  motive  with  him  was,  that,  as  the 
Secretary  of  War,  who  had  just  gone  on,  might 
be  able  to  render  useful  assistance  towards  arr 
rangements  in  the  field,  it  would  be  best  that  the 
requisite  sanction  to  it  should  be  at  hand,  prevent- 
ing thereby,  at  a  moment  so  important,  any  pos- 
nble  embanaasqiitnty  arising  from  the  claims  or 


duties  of  the  Commanding  QeimL  fiat  vIm 
we  reached  the  field  we  found  tketnou  form? 


and  waiting,  in  theirstatioBi,tlieQM^thJ)? 
tie.  The  British  arta v  was  thttdy  u  [ij^ 
and  advancing  in  fall  march,  tbraogh  BbSuZ 
burg.  At  this  juncture  the  PrMidnt  joiiiei  tka 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secreury  of  Wv  uA 
all  approached  to  the  spot  wbersGeBenlWuidcr 
was.  Some  words  of  conveostioB  nened  to  dm 
between  the  President  and  the  tvolmer.  /wm 
not  near  enough  to  overhear  it.  QcmiI  Wudn 
rode  forward  a  few  yards,  ezhortiiif  tktnmto 
be  firm.  The  firing  began  timost  i— ^irir 
afterwards.  Results  took  place  that  atehovi. 
It  had  been  the  wish  of  the  Preii4eot,iiiinifiti 
to  me,  on  the  ride  out  that,  after  ercryiiuliiin 
arrangement  for  the  battle  had  beei  nide,« 
the  best  advice  attainable,  the  dffl  foDeiioDimi 
should  join  him,  and  retire  to  thereatofthevar, 
with  a  view  to  any  ulterior  delibetatiou  vkA 
events  might  render  necessary.  I  took  itiok 
in  conformity  with  this  wish  thiitheSeeMitf 
of  State,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  UibkIIIr. 
tired  at  ine  time,  and  ia  the  manner, I  hire  tttie^ 
and  it  was  in  pursuance  of  it  that  I  leeoo/aiiid 
them«  Whilst  still  on  the  field,  eBfoaiiMtf  bf 
Dart  of  our  troops,  I  think  I  ondenW  iktm 
oecretacies  to  unite  in  opinion,  tkik  node  ia 
which  they  had  been  drawn  apwaajtlieioQiii 
the  time  and  circumstances  allowd  BvtofiUs 
I  do  not  speak  with  confidence,  ttBTittentio& 
was  partly  taken  up  in  viewisA  from  lull  uUU, 
the  contending  movements.  Tome  IttifaRd 
plain  that  entire  ranks  of  our  ncB,infnil,«et 
dimrsed  by  the  shock  of  theeDeaT,bef<Kaiif 
order  for  retreat  was  given  by  theCowniidiif 
QeneraL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  ffreatRipeet,jiK 
obedient  servant,  RICHARD  RUSH. 

Hon  R.  M.  JoansoN, 

No.  6. 
Communication  from  the  War  ZtowM* 
eluding  the  order$  in  rdationtomtaAwr 
tary  duinctfiherequititionofiheiA(fm 
and  the  corretpondBnce  with  the  G^i^^i 
PennMlvania,  Virginia,  aid  Hoxim,» 
vfith  General  Winder. 

BiJLTijioaB,A*P^ 

Sin:  The  objects  of  thecoiniiaadiW» 

been  conferred  upoa  mehaveconseqWi*]^ 

I  reoeived  it,  occupied  my  •«^>^«**^*"*!I«u« 

The  utmost  regular  force  which  it  tfp««» 


caUj^ 
command. 


,  in  the  present  stataof  aflairs,be|iliij»^"J 
amand,  including  the  force  necesitrtorF 
risoning  the  seveial  forts,  will  not  ttm^ 
thousand  men,  and  some  weeb  wOl  peeem 
elapse  before  the  detachmento  from  ^V^ 
Carlisle  will  reach  my  district;  t^^^'^ 
of  the  Seth  and  38th  arc,  therefore,  iheo^W 
that  I  can  expect  to  have  in  tfaefi«^  «*  ;!J: 
time;  and  when  those  other  deudnfiBr; 
the  utmost  field  force  will  be  seven  tocv^^'^'' 
dred. 
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In  eoBTvmtion  with  you  at  Washiofftoo.  Inn- 
-derttodd  the  idea,  at  pretcat  eotertained,  reiatire 
to  the  aaziliarf  militia  force  proposed  for  the  Dta- 
triet,  to  he,  that  it  shall  be  draughted  and  desig<- 
nated,  bat  that  no  part  of  it  is  to  be  called  ioto  the 
field  ODtil  the  hostile  force,  now  in  the  Chesa- 
peake, shall  be  reinforced  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
render  it  probable  that  a  serious  attack  is  con- 
temnlated. 

Tne  enemy's  fteet  has  now  spent  more  than  a 
twelvemonth  in  the  waters  or  the  Chesapeake, 
and,  during  that  time,  has  visited  almost  every 
river  falling  into  the  bay ;  ^nd  most  be  presumed 
to  have  such  accurate  information,  that,  whatev- 
er expedition  may  be  destined  lo  these  waters  will 
have  a  definite  object,  to  the  execution  of  which, 
on  iu  arrival,  it  will  proceed  with  the  utmost 

fromptitude  and  despatch.  Should  Washington, 
Baltimore,  or  Annapolis,  be  their  object,  what  pos- 
sible chance  will  there  be  of  collecting  a  force, 
after  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  to  interpose  be- 
tween them  and  either  of  those  places  ?  They 
can  proceed,  without  dropping  anchor,  to  within 
three  hours'  rowing  and  marching  of  Baltimore; 
within  less  of  Annapolis ;  and  upon  arriving  off 
South  river,  can  debark,  and  be  in  Washington 
in  a  day  and  a  half.  This  celerity  of  movement, 
on  their  part,  is  not  probable,  owing  to  adverse 
weather  and  other  causes ;  but  if  the  enem^r  has 
heen  active,  while  in  our  waters,  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  our  country,  of  which  there  can  be 
no  doubty  and  should  be  lavored  with  weather,  on 
the  arrival  of  reidforcements,  he  can  be  in  Wash- 
ington, Baltimore,  or  Annapolis,  in  four  days 
from  entering  the  Capes.  Bat  allowing,  liber- 
ally, for  all  causes  of  detention,  he  can  be  m  ei^er 
of  tnose  places  in  ten  days  from  bis  arrival.  What 
time  will  this  allow  us  to*  hear  of  his  arrival^  to 
disseminate  through  the  intricate  and  windmg 
channels  the  various  orders  to  the  militia,  for 
them  to  assemble,  have  their  officers  desij^ated, 
their  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition,  de- 
livered, the  necessary  supplies  provided,  or  for  the 
commanding  officer  to  learn  the  different  corps 
and  detachmeatSi  so  as  to  issue  orders  with  the 
promptitude  and  certaintv  so  necessary  in  active 
operations?  If  the  enemy's  force  should  be  strong, 
which,  if  it  come  at  all,  it  will  be,  sufficient  num- 
bers or  militia  could  not  be  warned  and  run  to- 
gether, even  as  a  disorderly  crowd  without  arms, 
ammunition,  or  oiganization,  before  the  enemy 
would  alreaoy  have  given  his  blow. 

Would  it  not  then  ne  expedient  to  increase  the 
force  of  my  command,  by  immediately  callyig 
out  a  portion  of  militia ;  so  that,  by  previously 
selecting  the  be&t  positions  for  defence,  and  in- 
-  creasing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  natural  advanta- 
ges of  these  positions,  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
might  be  retarded,  his  force  crippled,  and  time 
and  opportunity  thus  gained  for  drawing  together 
whatever  other  resources  of  defence  might  be 
competent  to  resist  the  enemy  1  The  small  force 
of  r^ulars  will  be  incomnetent  to  accomplish  any 
material  worksat  favorable  positions,  for  strength- 
ening the  defencetL  and  to  supply  the  various  vi- 
dette  parties,  whicn  it  will  be  necessary  to  station, 


on  the  pramimnt  points  of  the  bay,  to  watch  the 
eBemy^  and  commaaicate  his  movements  with 
the  greatest  possible  despatch. 

AUow  me,  sir,  reepeetfully  to  propose  that  four 
thousand  militia  be  called  ont  without  delay.  I 
propose  to  station  these  in  equal  proportions,  in  . 
the  most  eligible  positions  between  Glouth  river 
and  Washington,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore. 
Baltimore  could  not  be  aided  by  a  force  stationed 
between  South  river  and  Washinffton,  unless  a 
force  weM  on  the  spot  to  retard  the  advance  of 
the.  enemy  until  it  could  arrive,  and  so  with  re- 
spect to  the  force  at  Baltimore,  in  co-^>eratiBg 
with  that  hiteaded  to  defend  Washington.  Each 
eeuld  assist  the  other  if  of  this  magnitude,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that,  with  materlaily  less  means 
aetoally  in  the  fieln  and  ready  for  instant  action, 
no  hope  can  be  enteruined  of  opposing  tlie  enemy 
in  assailing  either  of  those  places. 

I  shuU  proceed  to  Annapolis  to-morrow,  and 
have  but  lutle  doubt  that  the  Bxecutive  of  Ma* 
ryland  will  cordially  co-operate  in  affordinff  sueh 
means  as  it  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  call  for; 
and  I  beg  yon  will  permit  vm  to  procure  this,  or 
such  other  militia  force  as  the  President  may 
think  proper  immediately  to  be  called  out 

I  sent  an  order  from  Washington  for  the  de- 
tachments of  the  96th  and  38th  to  move  op  to  the 
head  of  Booth  river,  where  I  propose  to  meet 
them,  and  fix  npon  the  most  eligible  spot  for  the 
eainp  intended  to  defend  Washington. 

Yon  will  please,  therefore,  to  direct  any  com* 
monieations  to  m^  to  Annapolis,  which  will  ena- 
ble me  to  make  the  reouisite  arrangements  with 
the  Bxeoative  of  BSaryland  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen.  lOih  M^Uary  IHm. 

Hon.  J.  ARifflTRONO,  Sk<^y  qf  War. 

Uran  hfABLaoftOnoH,  July  16, 1814* 
Bib:  I  reached  this  place  last  evening,  in  my 
tour  of  examining  the  country.  From  what  I 
have  seen  and  learned,  it  appears  to  me  that  theie 
cannot  be  Ibuad  a  place  or  tolerable  eonvenienee 
with  reference  to  the  objects  of  defence,  for  an 
encampment,  except  in  this  neighborhood.  Two 
places  near  here  offer  many  conveniences :  the 
one,  two  and  a  half  miles  on  the  Western  bmneh 
and  the  road  to  Bladenshurg,  which  I  have  se«i ; 
the  other,  about  five  miles  on  the  road  to  Wash- 
ington and  Piscataway,  near  the  Woodyard, 
which  I  shall  examine  to-day.  The  former  fa 
represented  as  unhealthv  during  August  andBep- 
tember,  but  possesses  all  other  requisites  |  the  lat- 
ter is  said  to  be  healthy,  and  unless  there  should 
be  some  considerable  deficiency  towards  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  a  camp,  I  presume  will 
be  preferable;  and  if,  upon  examination,  I  shall 
find  it  eligible,  I  shall  order  the  d6th  and  38th 
immediately  to  proceed  thither.  I  am  much  em- 
barrassed aoout  the  situation  of  Annapolis :  it 
cannot  be  defended  against  a  serious  attack  by 
land  and  water,  without  a  large  force  and  many 
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mdditioaal  works;  tnd  yet  it  appears  to  me  tbat, 
ahoold  the  enemy  eootemplate  serious  operations 
in  this  quarter^  with  any  considerable  force,  it 
will  be  of  the  uto^ost  importance  to  him  to  occu- 
py it.  With  the  command  of  the  water,  an  en* 
trenehment  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  yards, 
properly  protected  by  batteries,  renders  it  secure 
ajgainst  any  attack  by  land.  It  furnishes  a  posi- 
tion in  every  respect  desirable  and  useful  to  him 
for  makinff  enterprises  against  any  other  point, 
and  a  sate  retreat  against  every  calamity;  in 
abort,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  door  to  Wash- 
ington, and  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  shut  it  with 
our  present  means*  Fort  Madison,  besides  its  ex- 
posed and  defenceless  situation,  except  from  an 
approach  direct  by  water,  is  so  very  unhealthy 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September, 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  keep  a  garrison  in  it.  It 
is  provided  with  two  fifty  pound  columbiads,  two 
twenty-four  pounders,  two  eighteen  pounders,  one 
twelve  and  one  six  pounder.  These  guns  will  be 
exposed  to  certain  capture  if  they  are  leA  there, 
ana  will  be  turned  against  the  town  and  Fort 
Severn,  with  decisive  effect,  unless  we  can  find 
the  means  of  making  a  substantial  defence  of  the 
place. 

It  appears  to  me  that  these  guns  should  be  re- 
moved, and  the  post  mined,  ready  to  be  blown  up 
whenever  an  attack  of  the  town  may  be  contem- 
plated. I  cannot,  however,  but  again  remark  that 
the  importance  of  the  place  to  the  enemy^  in  ev- 
ery pomt  of  view,  renaers  it  of  the  last  import- 
ance to  be  defended, if  the  means  can  be  obtained. 
But  a  considerable  force  ought  to  be  iostantiy 
sent  there  to  prepare  the  works  necessary  to  give 
a  chance  of  successful  defei^e.  On  my  arrival 
here  last  evening,  I  learned  that  an  express  had 
passed  through  this  place  to  the  Governor  of  Ma- 
ryland, who  stated  that  be  was  the  bearer  of  in- 
formation that  two  seventy -fours,  with  a  number 
of  small  vessels,  had  made  their  appearance  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Potomac.  It  is  of  importance 
that  I  obtain  the  earliest  intelligence,  it  this  be 
true  $  and  I  beg,  if  you  have  any  intelligence 
worthy  of  attention,  that  you  would  communi- 
cate it  to  me  here  without  delay.  By  the  return 
of  the  express  to  Point  Lookout,  I  Bfaall  write  to 
the  person  employed  there  to  give  intelligence, 
and  direct  him  to  transmit  me  by  express,  intel- 
ligence of  all  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I 
ahall  also  establish  express  lines  from  all  the  pro- 
minent points  of  observation  on  the  bay,  unless 
these  may  be  already  established,  of  which  I  be^ 
you  to  inform  me.  The  Governor  and  Council 
of  Maryland  have  taken  steps  immediately  to 
comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  General  Gov^ 
.  ernment ;  but  I  fear,  from  my  recent  experience, 
it  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  any  efficient  aid  upon 
a  sudden  call  upon  the  militia. 

W.  H.  WINDER. 

Hon.  J.  AaicsTRoifo,  8e€^y  rf  War. 


NoTTiNQBAU,  Jvly  17, 1814. 
Sir:  We  have  information,  deemed  credible 
here,  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  up  this  river 


in  considerable  force.  I  have  eilied  the  detie^ 
ment  of  regnlars  to  this  pltee,  vjio  will  be  h» 
to-morrow.  The  alarm  is  going  one  to  i»emU^ 
what  militia  force  can  be  collected-,  ud  { t|tl 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  propriety  of  leDdij, 
to  this  point,  with  the  utmost  expediiioi  tbeot- 
rine  corps,  and  all  the  militia  force  tlatciB  be^ 
procured  from  the  District. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  8.  WINDKR. 
Brig.0eiL,lmmaiIHiL 
Hon.  Sbcrbtary  of  Wax. 


AHHAPOLI8,/ttly»,\8ll 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  17th  reached  me o& 
the  18tb.  The  enemy  proceeded  do  funhein 
the  Patuxent  than  Hunting  creek,  where  he  laoil- 
ed  and  committed  some  depredatiooi  inCalrtn 
county.  He  has  since  returned  down  therirer, 
leaving  us  in  doubt  where  he  will  nextippeii. 
I,  in  consequence,  hailed  the  three  eompaoies of 
city  volunteers  at  the  WoodyardjaDdtbedetuh- 
ments  of  the  36th  and  38th  at  Upper  Mark- 
ough,  until  some  further  indicatioo  shall  be  made 
by  the  enemy. 

I  have  seized  this  moment  toprt)eeni  tothis 

f»lace  to  arrange  the  calling  of  theMarybiioi- 
itia,  demanded  by  the  requisitioo  of  lie  fourth 
instant.  This  will  be  immediaielrattpAded  to 
by  the  Governor  of  this  State.  IhaTedceoied 
it  advisable  to  call  for  the  highest nmbei direct- 
ed by  the  President, supposing that,b]iUsiDeui, 
we  might  possibly  get  the  lowest. 

I  shall  immediately  proceed  to  BaltiDOTe,io 
see  and  understand  the  means  of  defeoce  there, 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangemeou  and  onierL 
I  shall  leave  this  to-morrow  afternooD,  or  next 
day  morning  at  farthest^  (unless  some  moreneflt 
of  the  enemy  renders  it  unnecesstry) and  pro- 
ceed to  the  country  between  Potomac  tod  Pa- 
tuxent. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, sir,  yourooBlohedieat 
servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 
Brig,GefL,lOihJmari^^ 
Hon.  J.  Abmstrong,  Sec^yofWar. 

N.  B.— The  CJovernor  informs  me  that  it  vili 
not  be  in  his  power  to  supply  the arm^casp 
equipage,  Ac,  to  the  quota.  The  requisiuoosi)- 
ready  made  and  expected  for  local  defence  m« 
exhausted  the  State  arsenal.  .     , 

•I  have  delayed  dismantling  Fort  Madtt«,(»»T 
because  it  will  excite  greater  sensation aaddaniMj 
and  by  that  means  proclaim  to  (b^^°^'^  [" 
was  not  to  be,  or  could  not  be,  defended, im«» 
invite  him  to  take  possession  of  iL  ii«Tr 
impossible  to  dismantle  it  without  maliDgiip>^ 
lie;  and  I  have  deemed  it  more  expedient  to  ^< 
the  loss  of  the  guns  there,  than,  by  nam 
them,  invite  the  enemy  to  take  i*i«  P|*<^*' IJ^ 
he  may  possibly  abstain  from  while  hesojp 
the  place  will  be  defended.  ^  „w 


1581 


AFPBHBIZ. 


1582 


tktptimt  <f  the  CUf  cf  WaMngt<m. 


UppBit  Mablboboooh,  Jitfy33, 1814. 
Sim :  I  availed  myatlf  of  a  saspeosioa  of  the 
enemy's  moTeoienui  to  proceed  to  Anoapolisand 
Baltimore,  to  attend  to  the  militia  calls  on  Mary- 
land. 1  returned  here  yesterday  at  two  o'clock. 
The  Governor  has  issued  orders  for  calling  out 
three  thousami  of  the  draughts,  under  the  requi- 
sition of  the  fourth  of  July ;  and,  at  my  sugges- 
tion, has  appointed  Bladensburg  as  the  place  of 
rendezTous.  I  preferred  th is  place,  because  it  was 
near  the  proposed  line  of  defence,  and  contiguous 
to  the  supplies  which  Washington  can  afford.  It 
will  be  necessary  that  arms,  ammunition,  accou- 
trements, tents,  and  camp  equipage,  be  deposited 
there  for  them.  I  hare  no  knowledge  where 
these  articles  are  In  store,  nearest  that  point,  nor 
under  whose  charge  they  are.    I  must  pray  you 

Jive  the  necessary  orders  for  having  the  requisite 
eposites  made  at  that  place.    I  hare  notified  the 
contractor. 

The  two  thousand  militia  from  General  Smith's 
division,  and  who  are  to  rendezvous  near  Balri- 
Duure,  will,  I  believe,  need  no  supplies  but  provis- 
ion and  ammunition  from  the  (Jo i led  States. 
Upon  these  |)oints  I  have  taken  orders.  I  fear 
some  time  will  elapse  before  either  of  these  re- 
quisitions can  be  complied  with,  in  having  the 
men  assembled,  especiaiiy  the  former,  the  draught 
being  yet  to  be  made.  Major  Marsteller,  if  not 
too  much  occupied  at  Washington,  ought  tp  be 
with  me  in  the  field ;  but  his  duties  will  call  him, 
probably,  to  so  manv  different  pqints,  that  it  ap- 
pears to  me  he  will  require  an  assistant.  The 
enemy's  force  is  divided  between  the  Potomac  and 
Patuxent.  The  accounts  which  ought  most  to 
be  credited,  give  five  hundred  as  having  landed 
from  the  Patuxent  squadron,  and  from  one  thou- 
sand to  fifteen  hundred  from  the  Potomac  squad- 
ron ;  and  although,  from  repeated  experience,  we 
are  forbid  to  rely  on  this  intelligence,  yet.  as  it  is 
the  only  direct  jntelligence  we  have,  ana  comes 
from  respectable  people  having  had  opportunities 
of  observation,  it  cannot  be  wholly  disregarded. 
I  shall,  therefore,  for  the  present,  still  retain  the 
city  volunteers,  and  keep  them  and  the  regulars 
in  a  post  of  observation  and  readiness,  f  shall 
myself  proceed  nearer  tbeenemy,for  the  purpose 
of  better  information  and  observation. 

As  I  do  not  know  whether  only  the  quota  of 
the  District  militia  is  to  be  draughted  and  placed 
at  my  disposal,  or  whether,  on  occasion,  they  are 
all  considered  as  liable  to  requisition,  I  would 
thank  you  for  information  on  that  subject.  As 
that  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  assigned 
for  my  district,  are  remote,  and  could  not  be 
called  out  upon  emergency,  might  it  not  be  ex- 
pedient to  draw  from  remotest  points,  leaving 
that  portion  of  the  militia  nearest  the  probable 
scene  of  action,  to  be  called  out  on  the  spur  of 
the  occasion  1  A  deserter  from  the  British,  whose 
examination  I  have  seen,  says  they  Ulk  of  attack- 
ing Annapolis.  If  they  know  their  own  interest 
and  our  weakness,  in  fact  incapacity,  to  defend 
that  point,  they  certainly  will  possess  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  b^  dbc. 

W.  H.  WINDER 


WoonvARn,  July  23, 1814. 

Srn:  Since  I  wrote  you  this  moriiing,  I  have, 
under  all  circumstances,  deemed  it  expedient  to 
direct  Captain  Davidson  to  return  to  Washington 
with  his  detachment  of  v^olunteers. 

The  facility  with  which  they  can  turn  out  and 
proceed  to  any  point,  renders  them  nearly  as  ef- 
fective as  if  actually  kept  in  the  field;  and  the 
importance  to  them  individually  of  attending  to 
their  private  affairs,  decides  me,  even  in  the  doubt 
of  the  enemy's  probable  movement*  to  give  this 
order.  ' 

I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  upon  the  in- 
formation of  Captain  Doughty,  that  the  rifles 
they  have  are  very  defective  for  service;  and  it 
would  be  useful,  especially  at  the  present  mo- 
ment^f  thev  could  be  supplied  with  better.  Cap- 
tain Burch's  artillery  are  also  Without  swords. 
Whether  both  those  articles  are  supplied  to  the 
militia  of  the  District  by  the  Government,  I  know 
not;  but  if  they  are  and  can  be,  the  probable  de- 
mand for  the  services  of  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  their  importance  in  the  scale  of  our 
force,  would  render  it  desirable  they  should  be 
supplied. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  suggest,  upon  the  informa- 
tion of  the  commanding  officers  of  companies, 
that,  if  the  tents  and  camp  equipage  were  respect- 
ively left  under  their  charge,  it  would  enable 
them  to  march  when  called  upon  with  much 
greater  promptitude. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen.,  Kith  Military  Diet. 

Hon.  J.  Ahmsthong,  Sec^y  of  War. 

Wabburton,  near  Port  Washinoton, 

«       „  -^y  25, 1814. 

Sir:  From  the  enclosed  representation  of  Lieu- 
tenant £dwards,  and  my  own  observation  in  con- 
firmation thereof.  Fort  Washington  is,  in  several 
respects,  incomplete  io  its  state  of  preparation  for 
defence.  If  the  eighteen  pound  columbiads  are 
not  mounted  even  in  the  block- house,  ammuni- 
tion ought  to  be  sent  down  for  them  and  the 
eighteen  pounders  on  the  water  battery.  Lieu- 
tenant Edwards  will  send  a  requisition  for  the 
quantity  and  kind  of  ammunition  necessary.  Can 
Colonel  Wads  worth,  or  the  proper  departnxent  at 
Washington,  have  the  platform  enlarged,  which 
will  be  necessary  to  render  the  battery  of  the 
fort  effectual? 

I  shall  proceed  down  as  far  as  Port  Tobacco 
to-day. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
BHg.  Gen.,  iOth  MUUary  Dist. 

Hon.  J.  Arjmstrong,  Sec^y  of  War. 

Report  oflaetttenanl  Edwarde. 
Fort  WasbinqtoNj/u/j^  25, 1814. 
I     Sir:  I  deem  it  my  doty  to  report  to  you  the 
I  defenceless  situation  of  this  post.    The  necessity 
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of  moaatiDg  heayy^  artillery  in  the  block-house  is 
apparent  to  every  military  character  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  ground  adjacent  to  the  works. 
It  is  true  a  few  eighteen  pound  columbiads  have 
been  sent  here,  but  there  are  no  means  tojenable 
us  to  mount  them :  we  are  destitute  of  a  gin  and 
(ackle.  The  width  of  the  platform  in  the  fort  is 
;another  subject  upon  which  frequent  representa- 
tions (I  understand)  were  made  to  General  Bloom - 
:£eldi  but  without  eflfect.  The  depth  of  platforms 
for  iieavy  peces  is  generally  from  three  to  four 
toises,  but  seldom  less  than  three.  The  width  of 
this  is  but  fourteen  feet,  very  little  more  than  two 
toises.  At  the  first  discharge  of  our  heavy  guns, 
I  have  known  them  to  recoil  to  the  hurtoirs, 
^hen  they  are  heated  they  would  undoubtedly 
run  over  it,  and  thus  be  rendered  useless  for  a 
'time. 

On  the  water  battery  there  are  mounted  fire 
excellent  long  eighteen  pounders^  (ship  guns,)  but 
there  is  not  a  pound  of  ammunition  for  them.  In 
^ase  of  an  attack  by  water,  the  utility  of  these 
guns  would  soon  be  discovered.  In  defending 
ourselves  against  maritime  attacks,  it  is  of  the 
first  importance  to  have  a  battery  near  the  level 
of  the  water,  so  as  to  strike  the  hull  of  the  ship 
in  a  horizontal  line;  for  the  chance  of  hitting  the 
object  is  much  greater  than  wben  firing  from  an 
elevation ;  when  it  is  only  an  intersection  of  the 
line  of  fire  by  the  line  of  the  surface  that  the  ball 
can  strike  a  ship's  hull.  In  the  first  case  the  gun- 
ner has  only  to  move  his  piece  horizontally }  in 
the  other  he  must  combine  his  direction  with 
those  of  his  elevation  and  the  progress  of  the  ship. 

Some  of  the  gun  cariases  in  the  fort  are  in 
bad  order,  but  not  so  much  so  as  to  render  them 
unserviceable.  Ton  will  perceive  by  this  morn- 
ing's report,  which  I  enclose,  what  is  the  strength 
of  my  force:  those  reported  sick  arc  invalids; 
thoM  oa  exti;a  duty,  are  men  employed  in  the 
bake-house^  garden,  ^c^  and  who  are  from  bodily 
defects  incapable  of  guard  duty,  but  wovM  be 
'Serviceable  in  the  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe., 

JAMES  L.  EDWARDS, 
lAeutenafU,  comn^g  Fhrt  WfuhingUm, 


Cblonel  WadatDorih^e  ReporU 
A  couple  of  hands  were  ordered  from  Green- 
leafs  Point  on  Mondajr,  to  execute  the  necessary 
repairs  of  the  gun  carriages  at  Fort  Washington. 
Tne  platform  is  undoubtedly  too  narrow,  as  well 
as  the  oarapet,  but  I  think  Lieutenant  Edwards 
is  mistaken  m  representing  it  to  be  but  fourteen 
feet.  It  was  directed  to  be  made  twenty  or 
twenty-two  feet,  if  I  do  not  misrecoUeet.  The 
disadvanuge  of  too  narrow  a  platform  may  be 
obviated  with  no  great  difficulty,  by  cheeking  the 
recoil  of  the  piece  by  means  of  an  elastic  hand- 
spike introduced  between  the  spokes  of  the  wheels 
to  prevent  them  from  turning.  The  defect  of 
an  insoffieient  parapet  is  not  so  easily  obviated* 
It  would  be  advisable  I  think,  at  a  proper 
time,  to  make  a  new  wall  in  front,  fifleen  or 
iwelvfr  fe^t  in  advance  of  the  present,  which 


would  give  suffioient  ex«eat,  as  wdl  for  the  dit 
form  as  parapet,  withoat  distmhutf  the  nan' 
zine,  &c.  The  whole  original desm  wJtS 
and  it  is  therefore  impossible  to  ukt  a  peiftet 
work  of  it  by  any  alterations.  ^ 

Two  hundred roundsof  shot udeutti^es/bf 
eighteen  pounders  can  be  seotdotn/if^oQ^iii 
proper.  I  directed  some  grape  shot  foi  tlie^. 
teen  pound  columbiads  to  be  prepandloigm 
A  tackle  and  fall,  to  mount  tluMe  gam  uX 
block-house,  will  be  provided. 

Captain  liftarsteller,  whom  IhiTejutseeau. 
forms  me  there  was  a  good  UckleiBdlillii Fort 
Washiiwton  whcnhe  le£L  HesayiibeiditfQni 
was  made  nbove  twenty  feet  wide. 

D.  WADSWORTH. 

Port  Tobacco,  M^  26, 18U. 

Sir:  From  the  uniform  train  of  infonBttin 
yesterday,  the  enemy  are  deseendiog  hotk  tie 
Potomac  and  the  Palnxent.  leamiotjltofmt. 
rely  im]^icitl|f  on  the  intelligenee.  lexpectnoR 
certain  intelligence  this  moming.  lezKctdie 
enemy  will  move  up  the  bay  next,  and  I  shall  w 
be  surprised  to  find  Annapolis  hit  object,  vhiek 
I  fear  would  fail  before  nve  bun^nea.  ij 
soon  as  I  am  ceruin  of  the  mimxnadik 
enemy,  I  shall  return  to  MarlboroQ|h,tod(kKe 
as  circumstances  may  require. 

What  prospect  of  the  cavalrj  inn  Cirtiale, 
and  the  deuehment  fVom  Yirgiaial  Harett- 
ceived  intelligenee  of  neither. 

Hon.  J.  Abm STBOHO,  <S0cV  tf  VFor. 

PlB0ATAWAT,Jll^27,m 

Sir:  I  returned  to  this  place  fwa  Pwt  Tfr 
baeeo  this  morning. 

One  of  the  enemy *s  frigates,  the  Low,  it « 
said  passed  through  the  KetaeBottoBi^Nt  re- 
turned the  day  before  yesterday  to  Cieonft 
bay,  where  two  sevvnty-fows  still  leBW.  i 
have  not  obtained  informatioD  where  the  R- 
mahider  of  the  fleet  are.  Iftbereswinfofttor 
▼essels  in  the  Patuzent,  fhey  i»«im«««« 
mouth  of  the  river.  I  expect  to  ^^^^ 
next  up  the  bay.  I  shall  go  on  iomedtttdT* 
Marlborough,  where,  or  near  it,  I  shall  wdm 
until  the  movements  of  the  enemy  inBr»'^ 

General  Stewart  has  a  very  coi»id«nf'f*Jf 
at  or  near  Cednr  Point;  Colond  Betjtoto 
regiment  and  a  tfoopof  cavalvyat  PortTowjo, 
and  Colonel  Bowie  with  his  rcgimertistt"*- 
tiogham ;  the  regulars  under  mycomaiw  w» 
Marlborough,  between  the  enemy  and iByp^ 
ble  appioaoh  to  Washington.  i\it(^^ 
exerting  himself  to  collect  a  force  ^^P^^^ 

I  have  emplc^tred  myself  withoat  laierBj" 
in  examining  the  country,  and  b^y®*??^. 
knowledge  of  its  topography,  which  wa^f" 
tremely  useful  to  me. 
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ABPBMIXIX. 


Qiplum^jfthe  CfU^  «f  WaMitgfcin. 


I  siioiild '  bmT6*iiroDced«i  lower  down  h«d  the 
enemy's  foroe  beai  up  the  riven  Potomac  or  Pa* 
tazent  i  b«t  the  retrograde  moremeDte  oo  both 
the  rivers  indaces  me  to  suppose  they  will  pro* 
ceed  to  some  other  point,  and  I  return  to  Marl* 
borough  to  be  ready  whenever  he  may  appear. 

I  have  heard  nothing  as  yet  of  the  dragoons 
from  Carlisle,  or  the  detachment  of  infantry  from 
Virginia.  Are  there  not  enough  recruits  of  the 
thirty^ixth  and  thirty*eighth  to  form  a  company 
each  ?  If  either  have  fifty  men,  would  it  not  be 
advisiible  to  organiae  and  order  them  to  join  ? 

This  will  be  delivered  you  by  Major  Stewart, 
who  goes  by  the  way  of  Washington,  will  join 
BM  at  Marlborough,  and  take  any  commands  yqu 
may  have  for  me. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dbc., 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen.,  lOth  MiUtary  DUt. 

Hon.  J.  ABMSTROiro,  8echf  of  War. 

PtBOATAWAT,  Jvhf  27,  1814, 

Sib  :  In  the  third  paragraph  of  my  letter,  just 
finished,  and  which  will  accompany  this,  I  have 
used  general  expressions  relative  to  the  lorce,  in 
order  that,  should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  use 
any  information  I  have  communicated  to  tran* 
quillize  the  morbid  sensibility  of  the  people  of  the 
District,  no  injurious  disclosure  may  be  made ; 
and  I  add  a  more  specific  account  of  the  force  in 
a  separate  letter  for  your  information. 

Qeneral  Stewart  states  his  force  at  eight  bun* 
dred  \  Colonel  Beall  has  three  hundred  to  three 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  fortv  dragoons ;  Colonel 
Bowie  has,  I  presume,  three  hundred.  The  Gov* 
ernor  has  been,  in  vain,  endeavoring  to  assemble 
the  neighboring  militia  at  Annapolis;  he  had 
called  on  Frederick  county,  and  some  militia 
were  coming  in  from  thence,  when  I  last  was  at 
Annapolis.  All  this  force  is,  however,  called  out 
by  the  authority  of  the  Slate  laws,  and  is  not 
under  my  command.  But  they  do  and  will  co« 
operate  toward  the  general  defence.  I  am,  &c., 
W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brigadier  GeneraL 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^y  of  War. 

Port  Tobacco,  Auguet  1, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  learn  this  morning,  in  a  manner  which 
leaves  me  no  doubt  of  the  fkct,  that  the  enemy 
have  retired  down  near  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
if  he  has  not  left  it,  with  all  his  ships.  A  rumor, 
not  so  well  authenticated,  but  very  probable, 
states  the  force  in  the  Patuxent  to  be  mcreased 
and  ascending  that  river. 

I  have  halted  the  detachment  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Scott  at  Piscataway,  Where  they  will 
wait  until  some  ascertained  movement  of  the 
enemy  shall  render  it  necessary  for  them  to 
move  to  some  other  point. 

I  shall  see  General  Stewart,  of  the  militia,  this 
morning,  and  then  be  able  to  speak  more  de- 
cidedly. 


I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding, 
Hon.  J.  Arustbono,  Sec^y  of  War. 


Baltimore,  August  13, 1814. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  two  regiments 
which  were  draughted  from  General  Smith's  di- 
vision, under  the  requisition  of  April  last,  being 
accepted  as  part  of  the  quota  of  Maryland,  under 
the  requisition  of  the  4tn  of  July  last,  of  the  im- 
practicability, besides  impropriety  of  calling  any 
portion  of  those  draugnted  from  the  Eastern 
Shore,  and  the  necessity  of  leaving  all  the  men 
immediately  upon  the  bay,  and  low  down  upon 
the  rivers,  for  local  defence  on  the  Western 
Shore,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  Maryland 
draughts  to  be  assembled  at  Bladensburg,  instaul 
of  being  three  thousand,  will  not  much  exceed  as 
many  hundred.  I  shall  require  the  Governor  to  or- 
der out  all  the  draughts  that  can  possibly  be  spared 
from  the  three  lower  brigades  on  the  Western 
Shore;  but  since  the  whole  number  draughted 
on  the  Western  Shore,  exclusive  of  those  drawn 
from  General  Smith's  division,  do  not  amount  to 
fiAeen  hundred,  I  apprehend  that,  after  all  shall  be 
assembled,  under  this  second  order  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maryland,  they  will  not  exceed  one 
thousand  men.  The  most  convenient  and  imme- 
diate resource  to  supply  this  deficiency,  which 
occurs  to  me,  will  be  to  take  the  militia  drawn 
out  under  the  State  authority,  and  now  assem- 
bled at  Annapoli^  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand 
men,  into  the  service  of  the  United  Staie^aod  to 
call  on  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  one 
regiment.  This  would  make  the  militia  force 
(independent  of  the  two  regiments  near  this 
place)  under  my  command  between  two  and 
three  thousand  men,  and  would  complete  the 
views  of  the  President  in  the  order  commaai- 
cated  to  me  bv  you,  to  call  for  not  more  tlmn 
three,  nor  less  than  two  thousaad  over  and  above 
the  two  regiments  here. 

The  objects  for  which  the  militia  were  called 
to  Annapolis,  were  such  as  to  make  it  proper  that 
the  force  should  be  under  the  direcuon  of  the 
commander  of  the  10th  military  district.  Some 
force  ought  and  must  be  kept  at  Annapolis,  aftd 
if  it  ahoaid  be  deemed  proper  to  authorize  me  to 
accept  them,  I  ahould  leave  them  there  until  some 
aeceisity  occurred  requiring  them  elsewhere ;  and 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  advancing  a  detach- 
ment there,  would  be  avoided. 

These  men  are  only  called  out  for  sixty  dajrs, 
which  may,  perhaps,  be  long  enough,  and  will, 
at  all  events,  afford  sufficient  time  to  ascertain 
whether  a  further  force  will  be  necessary.  They 
are  alreadjr  in  the  field,  equipped  in  all  respects, 
and  organised.  A  saving  or  their  equipments 
will  be  gained  by  the  United  States,  and  all  the 
time  and  trouble  of  catting  a  force  in  their  place. 

I  shall  proceed  for  Bladensburg  and  Washing- 
ton to-morrow,  er  the  day  following. 
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I  brnre  the  honor  to  be,  %\Xy  with  |^rett  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H,  WINDEft, 
Brig.  Oen,,  10th  MUitary  Ihst. 
Hon.  J.  Arm STROiia)  Seo^ry  of  War. 

War  Departmbnt,  Aug.  22, 1814. 

Dear  Gbneral  :  Your  letter  of  the  2l8t  is  re- 
ceived. 

Of  the  force  in  the  Potomac  we  do  not  know 
as  moch  as  we  ought.  Their  fleet  is  said  to  con- 
sist of  six  frigates,  one  of  which  had  got  aground 
on  the  Kettle  Bottoms.  They  have  on  board 
some  troops  or  marines  which  had  been  previously 
encamped  on  St.  George's  Island.  Geoeral  Par- 
ker is  observing  them  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
river,  at  the  head  of  a  smali  brigade  of  militia, 
aboot  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  General  Doufflas,  of 
Loudoun.  I  have  ordered  him  to  come  on  directly, 
without  seeking  a  rendezvous  with  Gkneral  Hun- 
gerford.  A  detachment  of  the  12(h  infantry  (re- 
cruits) arrived  here  yesterdav.  They  shall  be 
armed,  equipped,  and  marched  to  the  Woodyard 
this  morning.  The  Baltimore  brigade  will  be  at 
Bladensburg  to  day.  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
throw  Barney's  seamen  (six  hundred)  and  some 
other  troops  on  the  right  of  Nottingham  ?  A  de- 
monstration which  shall  menace  the  rear  of  the 
enemy  and  their  communication  with  the  ship- 
ping, will,  if  it  does  not  actually  stop,  at  least 
very  mUch  retard  their  progress. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig.  General  Winder, 

Prince  Oeorge^s  county ^  Md. 


Wasbihoton  Citt,  Aug.  19, 1814. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  through  you,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  President,  the  following 
propositions: 

Would  it  be  expedient,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Navy  Department,  to  have  vessels  ready  to 
be  sunk  in  the  Potomac,  at  Fort  Washington,  or 
other  proper  pointy  at  a  moment's  warning,  to  ob- 
struct the  navigation? 

Would  it  not  be  proper  to  put  all  the  boats, 
which  can  be  propelled  by  oars,  that  are  at  this 
place,  under  the  control  of  the  Navy  Department, 
at  Fort  Washington,  to  transport  troops  across 
the  river  from  either  side,  as  circumstances  may 
reouire  ? 

Would  it  not  be  expedient,  in  our  present  desti- 
tute condition  of  military  force,  to  put  the  marine 
corps  into  service,  or,  at  all  events,  to  cause  them 
to  reinforce  Fort  Washington  at  a  moment's  no- 
tice, or  to  be  applied,  as  circumstances  require, 
to  any  point  of  defence  ? 

From  the  great  and  overwhelming  force  of  the 
enemy  on  water,  it  is  no  longer  useful  to  keep  the 
flotilla  armed  in  the  Patuxent;  might  not  that 
force  be  applied  to  some  stationary  point  of  de- 
fence on  land,  or  be  subjected  in  some  way  to  co- 


operate in  thef  ajral  ariaogweiuwhici,^^. 
commanaer  of  the  district  mavntb? 


mayBi|[e7 

Serious  difficulties  have  alrtidr  in»ii  t 
collision,  in  the  P«««I»co,  with  ike MnmiB?!! 
Fort  McHenry  and  the  flotilla,  io  ^^TM 
duty  of  guard  and  look-out,  ihcflQ(iI|||xni?„ 
ing  stopped  and  kept  in  eosiodr il\ ^^l' 
look-out  boat  of  the  foru  '     "^"^  "'^ 

Would  it  be  advisable  for  theeonatBdeiof 
the  district,  or  any  other  public  lathoiiti,  to  nuke 
an  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the  eoooirr  Ktiie 
present  moment,  for  volunteers,  viiiioo(n«nj 
to  their  legal  obligations  as  miliotBei^  ^ 
large  force  very  useful  might  be  oliiiiie(|,pfo|,|. 
by,  in  this  vvay,  which  would  cost mlyttoTMn 
and  ammunition.    In  fiae,  would  itBoibeiifii. 
able,  without  regard  to  forms,  too  sbvfot  ^ 
emergency,  to  invite  and  call  in  erery  n»  lim 
can  be  found  7    This  i&  perhasi,  more  expedini 
because  I  have  receiveo  official  ioformiuos  tbit 
the  Pennsylvania  militia  are  not  ia  a  sute  to  be 
called  out  legally ;  the  former  law  hariog  eipirtd 
the  1st  of  July,  and  the  law  of  list  session  lot 
taking  effect  as  to  organization  until  OetoberoexL 
I  take  this  occasion  to  state  thatlluireealledfv 
the  militia  of  the  District  of  ColQmlxi,eQiDisse; 
for  Qeneral  West's  brigade  in  Prince  (koif^i 
county,  and  Qeneral  WilUanu's,of  Anseinu- 
del,  also  en  masse ;  and  the  Baltimon  brigidei, 
also  en  masse.    I  shall  forward  by  ezpresa,  imme- 
diately, demands  for  five  hundred neaeteh,Irom 
all  the  brigades  on  the  Western  Shore  of  Mary- 
land, and  the  counties  which  border  the  Poiooic 
on  the  Virginia  side.  General HoDgerMtiortii- 
em  Neck,  has  a  force  in  the  field  which  I  hm 
called  on  him  to  march,  without  delay,  to  ibis 
place.    The  result  of  all  these  openuoosvillbe 
certainly  slow,  and  extremely  doabtfal  as  to  the 
extent  offeree  produced. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  jour  chediefltse^ 
vant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen.,  imMm^ 

Hon.  Secrctary  of  War. 


WAflHWOTON,  illl^t21,181i 

Sir  :  The  calls  which  have  bees  miiie  bmi 
the  militia  officers,  and  the  appeals  to  the  people 
to  turn  out,  is  likely  to  produce,  in  baste,  laoi^ 
certain  force  in  its  amount  and  armameot;  prob- 
ably, very  considerable  in  numbers.  Iheglem 
therefore,  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  aiip"«f- 
Ing  the  quantity  of  arms  immediatelT«J»* 
place  or  its  vicinity;  nerhaps  Foxalftw*' 
would  be  a  good  and  safe  depot,  and  sufioauy 
convenient.  They  can  be  drawn,  byijmw'J" 
exertions,  in  sufficient  time.  Aillhellrttt^n* 
the  utmost  efforts  can  produce,  ought  to  he  col- 
lected here  without  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  «^ 

''*"^'  W.  H.  WINDtt 

Hon.  J.  Armstrokg, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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APFIMDIX. 

Oapiure  rfihe  CUy  of  WaMhrngUm. 
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HBADanAHTBRS,  CoMBS'S,  NEAR 

Eastern  Branch  Bbidqe, 
Wednesday,  August  24, 1814. 
Sir:  I  ha?e  foand  it  necessRry  to  establish  my 
headqaarten  here,  the  most  adYaoced  position 
cboYenieot  to  the  troops,  aod  nearest  information. 
I  shall  remain  stationarv  as  much  as  possible,  that 
I  may  be  the  more  readilf  found,  to  issue  orders, 
and  collect  together  the  various  detachments  of 
militia,  and  g^ive  them  as  rapid  a  consolidation 
and  organisation  as  possible. 

With  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 

WM.  ft.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen^  lOth  Military  Di§U 
Hon.  Sborbtart  of  War. 

P.  S.  The  news  up  the  rtyer  is  very  threaten- 
ing. Barney's,  or  some  other  force,  should  occu- 
py the  batteries  at.  Qre^nleafs  Point  and  the 
Navy  Yard.  I  should  be  glad  of  the  assistance 
of  counsel  from  yourself  and  the  Gk>vernment. 
If  more  convenient,  I  should  make  an  exertion  to 
go  to  you  the  first  opportunity. 

NoTB. — The  following  memorandum  was  en- 
dorsed on  the  back  of  the  foregoing  letter,  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Secretary  Armstrong : 

^Went  to  General  Winder;  found  there  the 
President ;  Mr.  Monroe  had  also  been  there,  but 
had  set  out  to  Btadensburg  to  arrauffe  the  troops, 
mod  give  them  an  order  of  battle,  as  I  understood ; 
saw  no  ncoeisity  for  ordering  Barney  to  Green* 
leafs  Point  or  Navy  Yard.  Advised  the  Com- 
modore to  join  the  army  at  Bladensbarg,  and  or- 
dered Minor's  regiment  to  that  place.  Advised 
General  Winder  to  leave  Barney  and  the  Balti- 
Bdore  brigade  upon  the  enemy's  rear  and  right  flank^ 
while  he  put  himself  in  front  with  all  the  rest  of . 
his  force.  Repeated  this  idea  in  my  letter  to  him 
ofthe22d." 

Baltimore,  August  27, 1814. 

Sir  :  When  the  enemy  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Potomac,  of  all  the  militia  which  I  had 
been  authorized  to  assemble,  there  were  but  about 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  in  the  field ;  from 
thirteen  to  fourteen  hundred  under  General  Stans- 
bnry,  near  this  place,  and  about  two  hundred  and 
fiAy  at  Bladen sburg^under  Lieut.  Colonel  Kramer; 
the  slow  progress  ot  draught,  and  the  imperfect 
organization,  with  the  ineffectiveness  of  the  laws 
to  compel  them  to  turn  out,  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble to  have  procured  more. 

The  militia  of  this  State,  and  of  the  contigu- 
oas  parts  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  were 
ealled  on  en  masse,  btit  the  former  militia  law  of 
Pennsylvania  had  expired  on  the  first  of  June  or 
July,  and  the  one  adopted  in  its  place  is  not  to 
take  effect  in  organizing  the  militia,  before  Oc- 
tober. No  aid,  therefore,  has  been  received  from 
that  State. 

After  all  the  force  that  could  be  put  at  my  dis- 
posal in  that  short  time,  and  making  such  dispo- 
aitions  as  I  deemed  best  calculated  to  present  the 
most  respectable  force  at  whatever  point  the  ene^ 
my  might  strike,  I  was  enabled^  by  the  most  ac. 


tive  and  harassing  movements  of  the  iroope,  to 
interpose  before  the  enemy  at  Bladensbnig  about 
five  thousand  men,  including  three  hundred  and 
fifty  regulars  and  Commodore  Barnev^s  com* 
maod.  Much  the  largest  portion  of  this  force 
arrived  on  the  ground  when  the  enemy  were  in 
sight,  and  were  disposed  to  support,  in  the  best 
manner,  the  position  which  General  Stansbury 
had  taken.  They  had  barely  reached  the  ground 
before  the  action  commenced,  which  was  about 
one  o'clock,  P.  M.  of  the  24th  instant,  and  con- 
tinued about  an  hour. 

The  con  test. was  not  so  obstinately  maintaiued 
as  could  have  been  desired,  but  was  by  parts  of 
the  troops  sustained  with  great  spirit,  and  with 
prestigious  effect;  and  had  the  whole  of  our  foree 
been  eqoiUly  firm.  1  am  induced  to  believe  that 
the  enemy  woula  have  been  repulsed,  notwith- 
standing ail  the  disadvantages  under  which  we 
fouffht.  The  artillery  from  Baltimore,  supported 
by  Major  Pinkney's  rifie  battalion,  and  a  part  of 
Captain  Dougbty's  from  the  Navy  Yard,  were 
in  advance  to  conmiand  the  pass  of  the  bridge  at 
Bladensburg,  and  played  upon  the  enemy,  as  I 
have  since  learned,  with  very  destructive  efiect ; 
but  the  rifie  troops  were  obliged,  after  some  time, 
to  retire,  and,  of  course,  the  artillery.  Superior 
numbers,  however,  rushed  upon  them,  and  made 
their  retreat  necessary,  not,  however,  without 
great  loss  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Major  Pink- 
ney  received  a  severe  v^und  in. his  right  arm, 
after  he  bad  retired  to  the  left  flank  of  Stansbury 's 
brigade.  The  right  aod  centre  of  Stansbury's 
brigade,  eonsisting  of  Lieu  tenant  Colonel  Ragan's 
and  Shutz's  regiments,  generally  gave  way  very 
soon  afterwards,  with  the  exception  of  about  forty 
rallied  by  Colonel  Ragan,  after  having  lost  >» 
horse,  and  a  whole  or  a  part  of  Captain  Trower's 
company,  both  of  whom  General  Stansbury  rep- 
resents to  have  made,  even  thus  deserted,  a  gal- 
lant stand.  The  fall  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ragan  received  from  his  horse,  together  with  his 
great  efforts  to  sustain  his  position,  rendered  him 
unable  to  follow  the  retreat ;  we  have  therefore 
to  lament  that  this  gallant  aod  excellent  officer 
has  been  taken  prisoner;  he  has,  however,  been 
paroled,  and  I  met  him  here  recovering  from  the 
bruises  occasioned  by  his  fall.  The  loss  of  his 
services  at  this  moment  is  serious.  The  fifth  Bal- 
timore regiment,  under  Lieutenat  Colonel  Sier- 
ret^  bein^  the  left  of  Brigadier  General  Stans- 
bury's  brigade,  still,  however,  stood  their  ground, 
and,  except  for  a  moment,  when  part  of  them  re- 
coiled a  few  steps,  remained  firm,  and  stood  until 
ordered  to  retreat  with  a  view  to  prevent  them 
from  being  outfianked. 

The  reserve  under  Brigadier  General  Smith,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  with  the  militia  of  the 
city  and  Georgetown,  with  the  regulars,  and  some 
detachments  of  Maryland  militia,  flanked  on  their 
right  by  Commodore  Barney  and  his  brave  fel- 
lows, and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall,  still  were  to 
the  right  on  the  hill,  and  maintained  the  contest 
for  some  time  with  great  effect. 

It  is  not  with  me  to  report  the  conduct  of  Com- 
modore Barney  ^nd  his  command,  nor  can  I  speak 
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from  obBerration,  beioff  too  r«mote;  but  thecon- 
cunrent  testimony  of  all  who  did  obserre  them, 
does  them  the  hiffhe»t  justice  for  their  brave  re- 
stttance,  and  the  destractiye  effect  they  produced 
on  the  enemy.  Commodore  Barney,  after  harinfi: 
loit  his  horse,  took  post  near  one  or  his  guns,  and 
there,  unfortunately,  received  a  severe  wound  in 
the  tnigh,  and  also  fell  into  th«  hands  of  the 
«nemy. 

Captain  Miller,  of  Marines,  was  wounded  in 
the  arm,  fighting  bravely.  From  tb«  best  intel- 
ligence, there  remains  out  little  doubt  that  the 
enemy  lost  at  least  four  hundred  killed  and 
wounded,  and  of  these  a  very  unusual  portion 
killed.  Our  loss  cannot,  I  think,  be  estimated  at 
more  than  from  thirty  to  forty  killed,  and  fifty  or 
sixty  wounded. 

Tou  will  readilv  understand  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  speak  minutely  of  the  merit  or  de- 
merit of  particular  troops  so  little  known  to  me 
from  their  recent  and  hastf  assemblage.  My  sub- 
sequent movements,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
as. much  of  mv  force  as  possible,  gaining  rein- 
forcements, ana  protecting  this  place,  you  already 
know. 

I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  ^. 

WM.  H.  WINDER, 
Brif.  Qm^  I0(h  MiHtary  Ditt. 

Hon,  J.  A|tM8TR0H0,  j&cVy  of  War, 

P.  S.  We  have  to  lament  that  Captain  Ster- 
rety  of  the  5th  Baltimore  regiment,  has  also  been 
•Wouaded,  bat  is  doing  well ;  other  officers,  no 
doubt,  deserve  notiee,  but  I  am  as  yet  unable  to 
.partieiilarise. 

€feneral  Order  erecting  the  TktUh  MUitatyDie- 
tritt^  and  leiterefrom  the  Secretary  of  nor  to 
General  Winder, 

Was  DfiPABTMBlfT, 

Adjutant  and  Impector  GeneraPe  Office, 

Juiif  2, 1814. 
Obnbral  Orders : 

The  State  of  Maryland,  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  that  part  or  Virginia  lying  between  the 
Rappahannock  and  Potomac  rivers,  will  consti- 
tute a  separate  military  district  (No.  10)  under 
the  commaad  of  Brigadier  General  Winder. 
By  Older:  JOHN  R.  BBLL, 

Aseittani  hiepedor  General. 

War  Department,  July  2, 1814. 
Sir  :  Your  letters  of  the  90th  instant  have 
been  received. 

Enclosed  is  an  order  constituting  a  new  mili- 
tary district,  and  assigning  you  to  the  oommand 
thereof.  Major  Stewart  has  permission  to  serve 
in  your  stafi.  It  would  be  desirable  to  see  you 
here  as  soon  as  it  may  be  convenient  for  yon  to 
come. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Brig.  Gen.  Wm .  H.  Wimobr,  BaMmre, 


War  DbpabtmrIIt,  JO^  18, 1814. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  my  eircokr  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  which  subjects  to  yoorcali  thequots 
of  Maryland  militia,  you  are  also  antborfzed  to 
draw^  from  that  of  Virginia,  two  thooand  men, 
and  from  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania,  live  thous- 
and. The  whole  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of 
C^umbia,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand,  is 
kept  in  a  disposable  state,  and  subject  to  yoai 
orders. 

iVbfe.— The  detached  militia  of  Mi/yitttd 
amounted  to  six  thousand. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obsdieot  ser- 
vant, 

JOHN  ARMST&OnO. 

Brig.  Gkn.  Winder. 


War  Departmbiit,  Jmbf  88, 1814. 

StR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letters  of  the  25th  and  27th  iostsaL 
Lieutemint  Edwards's  representation  is  referred 
to  Colonel  Wadsworth,  with  orders  to  supply 
what  may  be  wanting  at  Fort  WasJuagioa. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lavall  states  that  he  b  wiii- 
ing  the  arrival  of  horses.  The  detaehnitnt  of 
the  10th  is  in  march,  and  the  rccrnits  of  the  d6tk 
and  38th  ordered  to  join  their  corps.  Thej,  I 
fear,  are  very  few. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig.  Gen.  WninBR, 

Qmd^f  lOth  A§iiaary  JDutrieL 

War  Dcpabtmbnt,  Aug.  19, 1814. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  this  date  has  been  leeaivcd, 
and  submitted  to  the  Preaidene.  On  the  two  first 
subjects,  vou  are  referred  to  the  Navy  Depait- 
ment.  The  marines  are  ordered  to  movfr  Or- 
ders have  been  given  to  Commodore  Buney. 

Tou  will  aiiQust,  with  the  Secrrtsry  of  the 
Navy,  what  relates  to  guard  and  vidette  ieitf  at 
Baltimore. 

The  call  you  propose  making  on  volnntcets  is 
approved.  It  will  be  so  worded  as  to  guaii 
against  interfering  with  the  legal  draught,  sad 
putting  it  in  the  election  of  the  militia  to  lulfl, 
or  not  to  fulfil,  their  public  engagments. 

The  calls  yon  have  actoaJly  made  are  sho 
approved. 

I  am,  very  respectfully^our  obedient  servaai 
JOHN  ARMSTRONa 

Brig.  Gen.  WtNosR. 

War  DAPABTHErr,  Aug.  19, 1814. 

Sir:  If  the  enemy's  movemenu  adieate  aa 
attack  on  this  place,  means  should  be  taken  » 
drive  off  all  horses  and  cattle,  and  remove  all  sap- 
plies  of  forage,  d^c,  on  their  route ;  a  moment  b 
not  to  be  lost  in  doing  both.  For  this  purpstf 
the  whole  of  vour  cavalry  may  be  pushed  uw^he 
neighborhood  of  the  enemy  without  delay. 

C/olonei  McLean  could  be  usefully  csi^oyed 
with  them.     Lavall  will  be  at    BlontgonKTy 
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Court-house  to-day.  He  has  with  him  one  hun- 
dred aad  thirty  moouted  dragoous,  under  exeel- 
ieot  officers. 

I  am,  rery  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrani, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONQ. 

Brig.  Gten.  Wikdeb. 

CknTe§p(mdence  wi^  the  €hvemor$  qf  Pemuyl' 
vania^  Mart/land,  and  Vtrgima, 

Circular  to  tha  GoTeroors  ol  States. 

Wab  DiPABTif  bht,  M9  4, 1814; 

8ia :  The  late  pacification  in  Europe  ofiert  to 
the  enemy  a  large  dispoBable  forca,  both  Ba?al 
and  military,  ana  with  it  the  meana  of  ^irieg  to 
the  war  here,  a  character  of  new  and  increased 
actiritjr  and  extent. 

Without  knowing  with  certainty  that  such  will 
be  its  applicatioui  and  still  less  tbiai  any  particu- 
lar point  or  points  will  become  objicts  of  attack, 
the  President  has  deemed  it  adTisaoIey  as  a  meas- 
ure of  precaution,  to  strengthen  ourselves  on  the 


line  of  the  Atlantic,  and  (aa  the  principal  means 
of  doing  this  will  be  found  in  the  militia)  to  in- 
vite the  Executives  of  certain  States  to  organize, 
and  hold  in  readiness,  for  immediate  service,  a 
corps  of  ninety- three  thousand  five  hundred  men, 
under  the  laws  of  the  28th  of  February,  1795, 
and  18th  of  April,  1814. 

Theeaoloaed  detail  will  show  your  Excellency 
what,  under  this  requisition,  will  be  the  quota  of 
-«— .  As  far  as  volunteer  uniform  eompaaies 
can  be  found  they  will  ba  preferred. 

The  expediency  of  re|[arding  (as  well  in  the 
desisnatiotts  of  the  miliua  as  of  their  places  of 
ren&svons)  the  points,  the  importance  or  expo- 
sure of  which  will  be  most  likely  to  attract  the 
views  of  the  enemy,  need  but  be  suggested. 

A  report  of  the  organization  of  your  quota, 
when  completed,  and  of  its  place  or  places  of 
rendezvous,  will  be  acceptable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
vour  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  hum-^ 
ble  servant. 

His  BxcV  the  (}ovbrnor  of  — . 
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Sbobbtart'9  OrnoBi  Jufy  H,  1814. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  th«  Qorernor,  I  deem 
it  my  doty  to  inform  yon,  thti  yonr  oommoni- 
eation  containing  a  requisition  for  a  detachment 
of  fonrieen  thousand  Pennsylrania  militia  oame 
to  the  office  this  morning,  and  was  immediately 
forwarded  by  express  to  the  Gorenior,  at  Selin's 
Orove.  Be  assnred  the  requisition  wiU  be  met 
with  all  the  promptness  the  circumstances  possi- 
bly will  permit 

With  nigh  considerations  of  respect.  I  am,  sir, 
your  obedient  serrant, 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  Secrttary. 

J.  ARMSTlloire,  Beq.,  Sk(^f  of  fFor. 

Sbcbstart'o  Ofpiob,  jyy  25, 1814. 

Sib:  The  Qorernor  has  directed  me  to  enclose 
to  you  copies  of  general  orders  issued  by  him  in 
compliance  with  a  late  requisition  for  a  military 
force  from  Pennsylrania,  by  the  President,  com* 
mnnicated  by  yoors  under  date  of  the  4th  instant. 
He  has  not,  as  you  will  perceive,  designated  places 
of  rendezvous.  He  thinks  it  will  be  in  time  to  do 
so  in  subsequent  orders,  which  must  be  issued  be? 
fore  the  troops  can  march.  The  threatened  point 
of  attack  by  the  enemy  will,  it  is  probable^  then 
be  beuer  ascertained,. and  a  more  prudent  selec- 
tion of  place  can  be  made.  The  repeal  of  our 
militia  la.w  of  1807,  and  its  several  supplements, 
on  the  1st  of  August  next;  the  disannulling  of 
bU  militia  commissions  on  that  day.  by  a  new  law 
of  the  last  session,  granted  under  the  old  law,  ex- 
cept the  commissions  of  such  officers  as  may 
then  be  in  actual  service ;  the  ordering  by  the 
new  law ;  the  holding  of  elections  of  officers  by 
the  militia,  after  the  said  1st  of  Augusts  the  no» 
tice  of  election ;  returns  to  be  made;  and  the  pro- 
tracting to  the  4th  Mondajr  of  October  next,  the 
classificatioB  Of  the  militia;  causes  an  almost 
Cotal  disorganization  of  our  militiB  system,  be- 
tween the  1st  of  August  and  the  4th  of  October, 
and  presents  difficulties^  in  yielding  perfect  com- 
pliance with  the  requisition  of  the  President,  in- 
auronountable.  It  is  hoped^  however,  that  the 
patriotism  of  the  people  will  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty, by  a  voluntary  tender  of  services,  which 
the  Governor  has  invited,  growing  oat  of  the  un- 
accountable oversight  of  the  Legislature.  It  is 
strongly  doubted  whether  any  orders  can  be  en- 
forced under  the  present  stale  of  things. 

The  requisition  refers  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  28th  February,  1795,  under  which  militia 
can  be  held  in  service  three  months  only ;  and  to 
the  law  of  1814,  which  authorized  the  President 
to  keep  iheni  six  months  in  service.  The  law  of 
Peonsylvania,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  its 
Legislature,  requires  the  Gk>verDor  to  mention,  in 
g^eneral  orders,  the  period  for  which  any  militia 
ordered  into  service  is  to  remain  on  duty.  It  is 
desirable,  therefore,  to  know  whether  the  requi- 
sition is  inteniied  for  three  or  six  months'  service. 
The  offices  of  Deputy  duartermaster  General, 
and  Assistants,  and  Assistant  Adjutant  Generals, 
are  not  recognised  by  our  State  laws. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  yoo  a 


copy  of  the  militia  law  of  this  State^  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  from  a  perusal 
of  which  you  will  perceive  the  difficuUies  under 
which  the  Executive  at  present  labors,  in  attempt- 
iuff  to  comply  with  the  requisition* 

With  high  considerations  of  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant. 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  Secretary. 

J.  Abmstbong,  Esq.,  Secf^y  of  War. 

Segbstabt's  Officb,  Aug.  27^  1814, 

8iB :  1  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to  eooiose 
to  you  a  copy  of  general  orders,  issued  yesterday. 
The  letter  of  General  Winder,  containing  the 
requisition,  under  date  of  the  18th  instant,  was 
not  received  until  the  evening  of  the  twenty*third. 
The  deranged  sute  of  our  militia  system  pre* 
vented  a  more  prompt  compliance  with  the  de- 
mand. To  obviate  as  far  as  praetlcable  the  in- 
convenience of  delay,  the  Governor  has  directed 
the  flank  and  volunteer  companies  to  push  on  as 
rapidly>  as  possible,  without  any  regard  to  the 
time  fixed  on  for  the  general  rendezvous  of  the 
ordinary  draughts.  The  commanding  officers  of 
the  companies  or  detachments  are  instructed  to 
report  themselves,  and  the  number  of  their  men, 
to  General  Winder,  as  the  officer  who  may  have 
command  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  10th  military  district. 

The  tents,  camp  equipage,  as  well  as  arms 
and  accoutrements,  belonging  to  the  State,  being 
insufficient  to  accommodate  the  troops  called  into 
service,  the  Governor  relies  on  the  deficiencv  be- 
ing supplied  by  the  United  States  as  nromntly  as 
practicable,  to  render  the  men  comfortable  and 
efficient. 

With  high  respect  and  esteem,  sir  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  Secretary. 

J.  Abmstbong,  Esq.  Sec*ry  of  War. 

Annapolis,  July  29, 1814. 
Sib  :  In  conformity  to  the  request  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  signified  in  your  com- 
munication of  the  4th  instant,  a  detachment  of 
five  thousand  four  hundred  infantry,  and  six  hun- 
dred artillery,  was  directed  to  be  organized  and 
held  in  readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice, 
and  in  consequence  of  General  Wiodnr  having, 
by  direction  ofthe  President,  requested  three  thou- 
sand of  the  draughts  of  the  militia  of  this  State 
may  be  called  into  the  field,  and  in  order  to  com- 
ply as  fully  as  practicable  with  the  request,  the 
whole  of  the  draughts  of  the  militia  from  the 
Western  Shore,  being  about  three  thousand  five 
hundred  infantry,  have  been  ordered  to  be  em- 
bodied. Yoo  will  observe  by  the  map  and  line 
drawn  from  Washington  to  Baltimore  (not  faj 
east  cf  whieh  I  presume  these  men  will  be  en- 
camped) will  have  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
the  militia  b^ttween  that  line  and  the  bay  shore;' 
and  consequently,  I  presume  the  draughts  from 
this  section  of  the  country  would  not  be  drawn 
back  from  that  part  most  exposed.    Baltimore,  I 
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ter,  will  be  aowillto^  that  any  part  of  that  force 
frooi  which  they  expected  to  derive  aid,  shoaid 
be  withdrawn  from  them.  Under  these  circnm- 
stances,  it  was  thooffhc  most  pradent  to  order  the 
whole.  They  have  been  directed  to  be  embodied 
in  their  several  brigade  districts,  and  move  on 
the  shortest  roate  to  Bladensburg,  where,  I  pre* 
same,  on  the  receipt  of  this  information,  arranee- 
ments  will  be  made  (under  your  directions)  for 
their  accommodation.  What  number  will  arrive 
there  in  any  given  time,  I  am  not  yet  advised  of. 
The  whole  artillerv  of  the  State  does  not  amount 
to  more  than  nine  hundred  \  and  more  than  two- 
thirda  of  that  number  are  in  Baltimore ;  conse* 
qoently  the  proportion  from  thence  would  be 
more  toaA  foor  hundred.  <  fiU>  great  a  proportion, 
or  anything  like  it,  beinff  taken  (Yom  what  is  their 
moet  efficient  force,  would  create  great  uneasiness. 
The  order,  therefore,  with  respect  to  them,  is  sus- 
pended, until  Qenerai  Smith  can  have  some  com- 
munieatioo  with  you. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yours,  dM^. 

LBVIN  WINDBR. 

Hon.  Sbosstabt  of  War. 

ADjirrANT  QsNBRAL'a  Office, 
RiCHjiOHD,  Jtt/y  14, 1814, 

Sia :  Tour  requisition  on  the  militia  of  this 
State,  bearing  date  the  4th  instant,  has  been  re* 
ceived. 

Apprehending  that  the  object  of  this  measure  is 
to  have  in  readiness  a  provisional  force  to  repel 
a  sodden  invasion.  I  have  enclosed  the  general 
orders  from  this  department,  of  the  2^  ultimo, 
placing  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  such  an  event 
upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  men.  They  are  not 
organized)  other  than  on  the  plan  of  the  militia 
generally ;  but  you  will  perceive  that  the  points 
of  rettdezvoii$  aie  designated.  In  addition  to  th is 
force,  the  8th,  and  a  greater  part  of  the  9th  brig- 
ade, (amounting  to  seven  thousand,  and  all  con* 
veoient  to  Norfolk.)  are  placed  in  the  same  situa- 
tion^ and  direeied  to  co*c^rate  with  General  Por- 
ter m  resisting  an  attack  on  Norfolk. 

Arms,  ammunition,  dtc.,  will  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  whole.  Should  these  arrangements 
meet  your  views,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a 
detail  on  all  the  regiments  in  the  State  for  the 
twelve  thousand  called  for;  unless  it  is  desirable 
that  this  number  be  set  apart  to  perform  a  regular 
tour  of  duty.  But,  as  the  troops  now  in  roufiness 
are  adequate  to  the  emergency  contemplated,  and 
the  requisitions  for  those  that  are  to  perform  reg- 
ular dutjr  will  be  made  in  future  in  time  for  every 
preparation  to  be  made,  it  is  believed  that  the  ob- 
ject of  your  requisition  has  been  anticipated.  If 
this  is  the  fact,  his  Btcellency  the  Qovernor  is 
desirous  that  the  regiments  now  held  in  requisi* 
tion,  and  subject  to  be  called  out  en  ma$$e,  be 
considered  by  you  as  a  provisional  force  only,  and 
not  subject  to  perform  service  beyond  the  contin- 
uance of  the  emergency  which  may  call  them  into 
the  field. 

As  concert  in  the  measures  of  the  General  and 
State  Governments  is  all  imporunt,  permit  me 


earnestly  to  solicit  your  earliMtinniioo  to  thii 
subject.  In  the  meaalime,  arm^tnati  iriU  be 
made  to  take  our  quota  from  the  aiHoi,  Mg^f. 
ally,  as  that  measure  cannot  betio^QQJcf 
existing  circumstances,  unless  the  foict  nquml 
be  provisional.  Rest  assured,  lir,  tku  imUm 
will  be  wanUAg  on  the  put  m  tiiu8atet» to- 
operate  cordially  and  effectoally  vitb  the  Geo* 
era!  Grovernment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeeifiiij,  yogr 
obedient  servant, 

CLAIBORNE  W.GOOCE 

J.  Armstboho,  Bsq.,  9^  if  Ifm. 

War  DRFAnTHBirr,.^ie.m 

Sir  :  A  letter  of  the  14th  iaBtt&t,  fna  De^ 
uty  Adjutant  General  Gooch,  endosiog  leopf 
of  your  general  orders  of  the  23d  oltimaudR- 
questing  to  know  whether  the  corps  pftt  iito 
reouisition  by  these  orders  voaMDotionlyik 
call  of  the  4th  instant,  made  throogk  tbis  D^ 
partment  on  the  State  of  Yirgioia,  bisbm  r* 
ceived  and  submitted  to  the  Preiidtil  JoR|df 
thereto,  I  am  instructed  to  sttt^  thiLiusaoei 
as  the  service  of  the  militia  reqoiniiif  fNr&* 
cellency  is  declared  to  be  provisioiii,lfBitBd|iB 
point  of  time,  to  the  emergency  thitallsitforili, 
and,  in  point  of  place,  to  the  Ststeo{?Rtiia 
and  not  subiectea  to  the  directioB  of  uoieeoi 
the  United  States,  it  cannot  be  eoulMisM- 
filling  the  views  of  the  Ptesideot. 

Permit  me  to  take  this  occasioDtomttttyov 
Excellency  that  two  thousand  of  the  q«u  tf 
Virginia  will  be  put  at  the  ditpositioi  of  QeMil 
Winder,  as  commanding  officer  of  thiiDstriet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Bxoellnef^Botf 
obedient  aervant. 

JOHN  ARMBTBQlKi 

His  BxcY  the  Govrrnor  or  TiEonDL 

No.  7. 
Mmttftoe  qf  C^nerol  flMr. 
0'NBALi'8,«5plffla6<r86,181i 

Sir:  The  readied  modein  whi^hleuaf^ 
the  inquiries  which  you  have  niade,<nbcMU« 
the  committee  of  which  you  are  the  ckum^ 
will  be  toffive  a  narrative  of  myayenef  ti6>^ 
manderofthe  10th  military  district, iMh'^ 
company  it  with  the  correspoadeaee  fin  ^ 
have  had,  by  letter,  with  the  QeneialiM  w|^ 
Gtovemments,  and  their  respective  officer^  vv^ 
in  that  command.  . 

Within  the  few  last  days  of  Jaae,iii  w^ 
it  was  known  that  my  exchange  was  perfect,  v 
though  intelligence  to  that  eitect  was  Dona^ 
expected,  I  was  at  the  Citv  of  Washio^too,* 
the  Secretary  of  War.  informed  me  ihii"? 
in  contemplation  to  create  another  ^^Z, 
trict,  to  embrace  the  country  from  the  WF 
hannock  northward,  to  include  the  State flW' 
land,  and  that  the  President  intended  (of»»« 
with  the  command  of  it. 
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On  my  retaro  to  Baltimore  I  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  copies  of  the  letters  herewith 
transmitted,  marked  ^l  A/'  ''2  A.'' 
.  About  the  4th  or  5th  of  JulV)  I  receired  a  letter, 
a  copy  of  which,  marked  1  B,  accompanies  this, 
which  eticlosed  an  order  constitiuing  the  lOih 
military  district,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to 
the  letter  above  referred  to. 

In  obedience  to  the  reqoisitton  of  the  letter,  I 
immediately  went  to  Washios^on,  and  waited 
00  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  stated  to  me  that, 
in  addition  to  the  garrisons  of  the  several  forts 
within  my  district,  and  the  deUchments  of  the 
36th  and  38th  infantry,  then  at  Benedict,  it  was 
eootem|»iated  to  order  a  detachment  of  cavalry, 
then  at  Carlisle,  under  orders  to  be  mounted, 
amounting  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  a  com* 
pany  of  the  12th,  and  iirom  one  or  two  companies 
of  the  10th  regular  infantry,  which  would  be  or- 
dered to  be  collected  from  their  several  recruiting 
rendezvous  and  to  march  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, and  that  the  whole  regular  force,  thus  to  be 
coUected^miffht  amount  to  one  thousand  or  twelve 
hundred,  and  that  the  balance  of  my  command 
would  be  composed  of  miliua*  That  a  requisi- 
tion was  about  to  be  made  upoa  certain  States 
for  upwards  of  ntnetv  thousand  nriiitia,  intended 
for  the  defence  of  tae  nurittme  frontier  of  the 
country,  and  showed  me  a  blank  circular  which 
had  been  printed  but  not  filled  up,  nor  sent  to  the 
respective  Governors  of  the  States. 

1  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  at  that  time,  my  idea  of  the  propriety  of 
calling  immediately  into  the  field  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  the  millLia  intended  for  my  district,  and 
encamping  them  in  the  best  positions  for  protect- 
ing the  probable  points  at  which  the  enemy  would 
strike  if  he  should  invade  the  district  of  my  com- 
mand* The  Secretary  was  of  opinion  that  the 
most  advantageous  mode  of  using  militia  was 
upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  and  to  bring  them 
to  fight  as  soon. as  called  out*  I  returned  within 
a  day  or  two  to  Baltimore,  to  prepare  myself 
for  visit jnff  the  different  parts  of  mv  district, 
and  to  expmre  it  generally,  and  particularly  thoire 
parts  of  it  which  might  be  considered  as  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  three  principal  points  of  it,  to  wit : 
Washington,  Baltimore,  and  Annapolis. 

My  impressions  of  the  necessity  of  having  a 
respectable  force  immediately  called  into  the  field 
were  strengthened  instead  of  diminished  by  sob- 
sequent  relection,  and  I,  in  consequence,  on  the 
9th  of  July,  addressed  the  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent,  marked 
3  A. 

Agreeably  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  that 
letter,  I  proceeded  to  Annapolis  to  visit  the  mill- 
tary^posts  there,  and  to  be  ready  on  the  spot,  when 
the  Governor  should  receiye  the  requisition,  and 
myaelf  such  instructions  as  might  be  thought 
proper  to  be  given  me.  to  take  the  most  immedi- 
ate steps  to  accomplish  them. 

The  Governor  received  the  requisition,  and 
immediately  issued  the  necessary  orders  to  have 
the  quota  required  draughted. 

On  the  12th  July,  the  Secretary  addressed  me 
13th  Gov.  3d  Sfiss.— 51 


a  letter,  (the  copy  of  which  is  herewith  marked 
2  B^)  but  which,  being  directed  to  Baltimore,  did 
not  reach  me  until  after  I  had  been  to  Upper 
Marlborough  and  again  returned  to  Annapolis, 
where  it  followed  me.  I  proceeded  from  Annap- 
polis  to  Upper  Marlborough,  and  on  the  16th  ad- 
dressed two  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
which  copies  are  sent,  marked  4  A,  5  A. 

The  apprehension  that  the  enemy  would  pro- 
ceed up  the  Psituzent  and  attack  the  flotilla  at 
Nottingham,  in  consequence  of  the  reinforcement 
he  had  just  received,  gaining  strength,  I  proceeded 
immediately  to  Nottingham,  instead  ^f  going  to 
the  Woodyard,  as  I  intended.  During  the  16th 
we  received  no  information  of  a  movement  of  the 
eneiny  up  the  river,  but  on  the  17th, about  9  o'clock, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh  arrived,  express  from  the  mouth  of 
the  PatuxeBt,and  stated  that  about  twenty  barges, 
several  frigates,  and  some  small  armed  vessels, 
were  proceeding  up  the  river.  I, in  consequence, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  copy  of 
whicbils  herewith  sent,  marked  6  A;  and  wrote 
a  note  to  Brigadier  Gkneral  West,  of  the  Mary- 
land militia,  advising  him  to  call  out  the  militia 
of  the  county. 

I  ordered  the  detachments  of  the  36th  and  38th 
to  hasten  from  the  head  of  South  river,  by  forced 
marches,  to  Nottingham.  Three  companiea  of 
the  city  militi»  were  promptly  despatched,  in  con- 
sequence of  my  letter  of  the  17th.  But.  by  the 
time  these  latter  had  reached  the  Woodyard,  and 
the  regulars  Marlborough,  the  enemy  had  entered 
Hunting  creek,  on  the  Calvert  side  of  the  river, 
had  proceeded  to  Huniingtown,  burned  the  to- 
bacco warehouse,  after  having  taken  ofi*  the  prin- 
pal  part  of  the  tobacco,  and  were  retiring  down 
the  river.  1  halted  the  city  regulars  at  the  Wood^ 
yard,  and  the  regulars  at  Marlborough. 

In  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  17th  from  Not- 
tingham, I  received  the  following  answer  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  marked  3  B.  As  soon, 
therefore,  as  I  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had 
retired  to  the  mouth  of  the  Patuxent,  I  proceeded 
to  Annapolis,  to  make  the  requisition  upon  the 
Governor,  as  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War; 
and  thence  to  Baltimore,  to  lend  my  aid  and 
power  to  draw  out  the  force  authorized  there. 

While  at  Annapolis,  1  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  the  letter  dated  SOth  of  July,  a  copy 
of  which  is  sent,  marked  7  A.  and  at  the  same 
time  made  the  requisition  on  the  Governor,  here- 
with sent,  marked  1  C.  Al*ter  remaining  at  Bal- 
timore a  day,  and  leaving  orders  to  Brigadier 
General  Suosbury^  who  had  been  called  on  to 
command  the  militia  to  be  assembled  there  rela- 
tive to  their  muster  and  inspection,  under  the 
laws  of  Congress,  I  returned  to  Marlborough,  to 
fix  upon  an  encampment  for  the  militia  1  had 
required  from  the  Governor,  and  to  be  more  at 
hand  to  be  informed  of  the  enemy's  movements. 
From  Upper  Marlborough,  on  the  23d  of  July,  I 
.wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  the  accompanying 
letter,  marked  8  A;  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
Woodyard,  from  wheoce,  on  the  same  day,  I  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  followiog  letter, 
marked  9  A. 
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The  enemy  still  rematoin^  inaeti?e,  or  rather 
confiniDg  himself  to  depredations  upon  the  lower 
parts  of  the  rivers  Patuzent  ana  Potomac,  I 
seized  the  opportunity  of  visiting  Fort  Washing- 
ton, and  on  the  25th  required  from  Lieutenant 
Edwards,  the  commanding  officer,  a  r^presenta^ 
tion  of  what  he  deemed  necessary  to  complete 
the  equipment  of  the  fort,  with  its  then  works, 
and  received  from,  him  a  representation,  which  I 
enclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
the  25th,  of  which  copies  are  sent,  marked  10  A. 
A  copy  of  his  answer,  marked  4  B,  is  herewith 
sent. 

Learning  that  some  of  the  enemy's  ships  were 

Proceeding  up  the  Potomac,  I  proceeded  down  to 
^ort  Tobacco  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  more 
precisely  his  views,  and  of  informing  myself  of 
the  country ;  and  on  the  26th  wrote  the  Secretary 
of  War  the  following  letter,  marked  11  A. 

Having  ascertained  the  next  morning  that  the 
enemy's  ships  had  descended  the  river,  I  returned 
to  M^arlborougL,  and  availed  myself  of  the  first 
opportunity  I  had  to  review  and  inspect  the  de- 
tachment of  the  36th  and  38tii;  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  Washington  City,  where  I  established 
permanent  headquarters  of  the  district,  on  the 
Ist  of  Aogust.  I  availed  myself  of  a  day,  at  this 
time,  to  review  and  inspect  the  two  brigades  of 
District  militia, in  Alexandria  and  this  place,  and 
reported  the  result  to  Major  General  Van  Ness, 
commanding  the  District  militia,  in  the  letter 
herewith,  marked  No.  1. 

The  people  of  St.  Mary's  and  Charles's  had 
become  extremely  sore  under  the  harassing  ser- 
vice to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  and  the 
devastation  and  plunder  which  the  enemy  had 
been  so  long  committing  on  their  shores ;  and 
the  remonstrances  of  Brigadier  Cteneral  Stewart, 
commanding  the  militia  there,  under  the  State 
authority,  had  become  extremely  importunate 
with  both  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Presi- 
dent^ to  receive  aid  and  protection  from  the  Qen- 
erai  Qovernment.  The  danger  of  throwing  a 
force  so  far  down  into  that  neek  of  land,  which 
exposed  them  to  the  danger  of  being  cut  off)  be- 
siaes  that  they  would  be  lost  for  the  defence  of 
Washington,  Baltimore,  or  Annapolis,  had  hith- 
erto prevented  me  from  pushing  any  part  of  my 
command  so  low  down.  But  the  President,  in 
conversation,  told  me  that  their  situation  required 
aid,  and  directed  me  to  move  the  detachments  of 
the  36th  and  38th  down  to  unite  with,  and  aid, 
(General  Stewart.  I  accordingly  ordered  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Scott  to  move  from  Marlborough 
to  Piscataway,  and  I  proceeded  directly  down 
myself  on  the  3d.  On  the  morning  of  the  4ih  of 
August  I  wrote  the  following  letter  from  Port 
Tobacco,  marked  13  A,  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  agreeably  to  the  intention  therein  expressed, 
proceeded  twelve  miles  below,  to  General  Stew- 
art's camp.  I  there  learned,  beyond  doubt,  that 
the  enemy  had  returned  down  the  river ;  and  after 
assuring  the  General  of  support,  if  they  again 
advanced  up  the  river,  I  returned  back  again  to 
the  City  of  Washington,  directing  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Sco(t,  commanding  the  regulars,  to  take 


up  his  encampment  at  a  very  eoiveiiieiit  pJace, 
two  miles  from  Piscataway,  on  the  road  to  the 
Woodyard  and  Marlborough. 

On  my  arrival  at  Washington  I  fonnd  that  ihe 
requisition  made  upon  the  Governor  of  Maryland 
for  three  thousand  men,  to  be  a8sem\A£d  at  Bla- 
densburg,  had  brought  to  that  place  only  one 
company;  but  I  learned  that  other  detachments 
were  about  marching  to  that  plaee,  and,  in  order 
that  no  delay  might  occur  in  onraniziBg  and 
equipping  them,  I  ordered  Major  Kersey  ci  fbe 
38th  regular  infantry,  to  proceed  to  Bladessbu/]^, 
to  muster,  inspect,  and  drill  the  deiaehvents  aa 
they  came  in. 

I  thence  proceeded  to  Baltioiore  toaseenna 
more  precisely  the  efiect  of  the  rcquisiiiott  maAe 
OR  Major  Smith  for  two  thonsaad  from  hb divis- 
ion ;  when  arrived,  I  found  about  oae  thoosaad 
two  hundred  only  assembled.  I  reviewed  aad 
inspected  them,  and  gave  Brigadier  Oeiemi 
Stansbury  orders  to  endeavor  by  the  moat  speedy 
means,  to  get  in  the  delinqoeats  and  abaeatees. 

I  bad  just  learned,  by  a  letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maryland,  and  also  from  Geactal  Smith, 
that,  upon  General  Smith's  appKcacioo  to  ibe 
Secretary  of  War,  he  had  determiacd  thar  ihe 
two  thousand  men,  now  called  to  fiallimoreiaitJ 
which  had  been  detached,  aoder  a  refmtiiion  o£ 
the  Secretary  of  War,  directly  oo  Greomi  Smith, 
of  the  20th  of  April,  were  lo  be  eonadered  as 
part  of  the  quoU  of  Maryland, nader  the  reqaiai- 
tion  of  the  4th  of  July.  I  had  drawn  a  different 
conclusion,  and  had  so  informed  both  the  Gov- 
ernor and  General  Smith,  ia  the  visits  1  made  lo 
Annapolis  and  Baltimore,  about  the  30th  of  Joly, 
immediately  after  receiving  the  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  17th  of  July,  wbore  ex- 
hibited* In  order  to  supply  the  deficit  ia  my  cal- 
culation upon  this  force,  [  addressed  cbeJetierof 
the  13th  of  August  to  the  Secretary  of  Wmr,  of 
which  a  copy,  marked  14  A,  ia  heie  presesterf; 
proceeded  the  same  or  the  fbUowiis^  day  lo  Wash* 
ington,  by  the  way  of  Annapolis,  ud  on  the 
17th,  at  Washington,  the  day  foUowtaig  avf  v- 
rival,  received  the  letter  from  the  Seerctary  cC 
War,  of  #hich  a  copy,  marked  5  B,  is  aent. 

I  should  have  stated  that,  two  days  after  ay 
return  to  the  City  of  Washington,  ahoac  the6ch 
of  Auffust^  I  received  two  letters  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  the  one  dated  the  15th,  the  other  the 
17th  of  July,  which,  havinir  been  aMreased  m 
me  at  Baltimore,  had  followed  one  bai^waid  n< 
forward  from  pmce  to  place,  aDd  unfortmsar^y 
only  reached  i&e  at  this  late  period;  copies  of 
them  are  herewith  sent,  marked  6  B  and  7  B. 

I  had,  in  the  meantime,  addressed  the  letter  cl 
the  6th  of  August  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  copy  of  which  is  sent,  marked  1  D,  susd 
upon  the  8th,  on  receiving  the  letter  of  t^ 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  15th,  I  wrote  aaothcr 
letter  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  of  whieft, 
from  haste  or  much  occupatioiu  I  did  nor  afea 
copy,  or  have  mislaid  it;  it  substantially,  how- 
ever, informed  him  of  the  number  of  au£tia  I 
was  authorized  to  call  from  him,  reqnerttag  hixa 
to  hasten  their  drmoghtiag  and  orgaaizatkoa,  &iid 
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to  transmit  a  list  of  the  officers,  from  brigadiers 
down,  who  would  command.  Should  this  letter 
be  deemed  material,  a  copy  csin  be  obtained  from 
the  Governor,  and  I  have  written  to  procure  it. 

I  addressed,  on  the  l6lh,  Also,  a  similar  letter 
to  the  Gorernor  of  Virginia.  On  the  16th  or  17th 
of  August,  I  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  Pennsyloania  an  answer,  dated  the  11th,  of 
^hich  a  copr^  marked  2  D,  is  herewith  sent;  and 
from  the  Adiutant  General  of  Virginia,  the  an- 
swer and  enclosures  herewith  sent,  marked  B. 

On  the  morning  of  Thursday  the  18th  intelli- 

?!nce  was  received,  from  the  observatory  on 
oint  Lookout,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
the  enemy's  fleet  off  that  place  had  been  rein* 
forced  by  a  formidable  squadron  of  ships  and 
vessels  of  various  sizes. 

I  immediately  made  requisitions  upon  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  to 
rarious  militia  officers,  copies  of  which  are  here- 
with sent,  marked  as  follows:  to  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  3  D ;  to  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, 2  C ;  to  Major  General  Smith  of  Baltimore, 
1  F;  to  Brigadier  General  We^t,  of  Prince 
George's,  Maryland,  No.  IS;  to  Major  General 
Van  Ness,  No.  4^  to  Brigadier  General  Hunger- 
ford,  Virginia,  No.  14;  to  Brigadier  General 
Douglas  and  Colonel  Chilton,  of  Virginia,  and 
Brigadier  Gknerals  Rinffgold,  Bwearingen,  Bar- 
rack, and  Foreman,  of  Maryland,  No.  5.  Besides 
the  letters  and  correspondence  here  referred  to 
particularly,  a  mass  oi  correspondence  occurred 
with  various  persons  relative  to  my  command,  and 
which,  as  far  as  I  suppose  they  can  have  any  in- 
fluence on  the  investigation,  are  herewith  sent. 

That  with'  the  Governor  of  Maryland  will  be 
found  in  bundle  C,  and  numbered,  in  addition  to 
those  already  mentioned,  from  3  C  to  11  C,  both 
inclusive.  That  with  General  Smith  in  bundle 
I  F,  and  that  with  other  persons,  not  before  re- 
I  ferred  to.  with  the  numbers  before  referred  to,  are 
exhibited  from  No.  1  to  number  53,  inclusive. 
Much  other  correspondence,  necessary  to  be  car- 
ried on,  and  which  occupied  much  time,  took 
place ;  which,  however,  is  noc  sent,  as  I  deemed 
them  not  calculated  to  illustrate  the  inquiry,  and 
only  calculated  uselessly  to  encumber  and  em- 
barrass the  inquiry.  Tney  will  be  furnished  if 
thought  requisite.  I  will  state  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble the  forces  which  were  in  the  field  under  these 
Tarious  demands  and.  requisitions,  the  time  of 
their  assembliuff,  their  condition,  and  subsequent 
movements.  The  returns  first  made  when  I  came 
into  command,  gave  me — 
Fort  McUenry,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Armistead,  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  for  duty  -  -  -  194 
At  Annapolis,  in  Forts  Severn  and  Madison, 

under  Lieutenant  Fay  -  -  -  -  39 
At  Fort  Washington,  under  Lieutenant  Ed* 

wards 49 

The  detachments  of  the  36th  and  38th.  and 
a  small  detachment  of  artillery  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Scott        •       .       .       .330 
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These  corps  received  no  addition,  but  were 
gradually  diminishing  by  the  ordinary  causes 
which  always  (^erate  to  this  effect. 

The  two  thousand  Maryland  militia,  who  were' 
ordered  to  assemble  at  Baltimore^  had  been 
draughted  in  pursuance  of  a  requisition  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  Greneral  Smith,  of  the 
20th  of  April,  and,  a^  full  time  bad  been  allowed 
to  make  the  draught  defiberatdy,  they  were,  as 
far  as  practicable,  ready  to  come  without  delay ; 
notwithstanding  Brigadier  General  Stansbnry 
was  unable  to  bring  to  Bladensburg  more  than 
one  thousand  four  hundred,  including  officers, 
and  arrived  at  Bladensburg  on  the  evening  of 
the  22d  of  August.  ^ 

From  General  Strieker's  brigade  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  which  had  been  called  out  en  masses 
I  required  a  regiment  of  infantry,  the  battalion 
of  riflemen,  and  two  companies  of  artillery — not 
deeming  it  practicable  to  reconcile  the  people  of 
Baltimore  to  march  a  gireater  number,  and  leave 
it  without  any  force,  and  being  strongly  per- 
suaded that  the  exigency  would  have  drawn  in 
time  a  greater  force  from  the  adjacent  country. 
The  detachment  from  Strieker's  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Sterret,  arrived  at  Bladensburg  in  the 
night  of  the  23d  of  August,  and  the  total  amount 
was  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

The  detachment  which  had  been  stationed  at 
Annapolis,  under  Colonel  Hood,  and  which  had 
been  at  the  moment  transferred  by  the  Governor 
of  Maryland  to  my  command,  arrived  at  the 
bridge  at  Biadensburg  about  fifteen  minutes  be- 
fore the  enemy  appeared,  and  I  suppose  was  six 
to  seven  hundred  strong.  I  have  never  had  any 
return  of  It. 

The  brigade  of  General  Smith,  consisting  of 
the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  on  this 
side  the  Potomac,  were  called  out  on  Thursday, 
the  18th  of  August;  on  Friday  were  assembled, 
and  on  Saturday,  thedOth,  they  crossed  the  East- 
ern Branch  bridge,  and  advanced  about  five  miles 
towards  the  Woodyard.  They  amounted,  I  sup- 
pose, to  about  twelve  hundred;  a  return  was 
never  had  before  they  separated  from  my  com- 
mand, as  there  was  not  an  interval  of  sufficient 
rest  to  hare  obtained  one. 

Gkneral  Young'tf  brigade,  from  Alexandria, 
between  five  ind  six  hundrea  strong,  crossed  the 
Potomac,  Saturday  or  Sunday,  the  19th  or  20th, 
and  took  post  near  Piscatatiray. 

The  call  for  three  thousand  militia,  under  the 
requisition  of  the  4th  July,  bad  produced  only 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  the  moment  the 
enemy  landed  at  Benedict.  la  addition  to  the 
causes  herein  beforementioned,  the  inefficacy  of 
this  call  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  incredulity  of 
the  people  on  the  danger  of  invasion ;  the  per- 
plexed, broken,  and  harassed  state  of  the  militia 
m  St.  Mary's,  Calvert.  Charles,  Prince  George's, 
and  a  part  of  Ann  Arixndei  counties,  which  had 
rendered  it  impossible  to  make  the  draught  in 
some  of  them,  or  to  call  them  from  those  ex- 
posed situations  where  thev  had  been  on  duty 
two  months,  under  the  local  calls  for  Maryland. 

Several  other  small  deuchmenta  of  Maryland 
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militiftj  either  as  Tolilnteerf,  or  atider  the  calls  on 
the  brigadiers,  joioed  about  the  day  before  the 
action,  whose  numbers  or  commanding  oflScers  I 
did  not  know.  Ther  may  have  amounted  to 
some  four  or  five  hundred. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Tiifl;hman,of  the  Maryland 
cavalry,  under  an  order  of  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, with  about  eighty  dragoons,  arrived  at  the 
City  of  Washington  on  the  16th  of  August,  on 
*  his  way  to  join  General  Stewart,  in  the  lower 
part  of  Charles  or  St.  Mary's  county. 

Under  the  permission  I  just  then  received,  to 
accept  all  the  militia  then  in  the  field,  under  the 
State  of  Maryland,  I  informed  Colonel  Tilgh- 
man  that  I  had  no  doubt  of  the  Governor's  sanc- 
tion, for  which  I  had  applied,  and  recommended 
him  to  halt  here.  He  agreed  not  only  to  this, 
but,  by  the  consent  of  General  Stewart,  who  hap- 
pened then  to  be  in  the  city,  sick,  agreed  to  take 
my  orders. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Lavall,  of  the  United 
States'  Light  Dragoons,  with  a  small  squadron  of 
about  one  hundred  and  twentv^  who  had  been 
mounted  at  Carlisle  the  preceding  Monday,  ar- 
rived at  Montgomery  Courthouse  on  the  evening 
of  th9  19ih  of  August,  reported  himself  to  the 
War  Office,  and  received  orders  to  report  to  me. 
He  moved  on  the  next  morning  and  crossed  the 
Eastern  Branch. 

Captain  Morgan,  with  a  company  of  about 
eighty  of  the  12(h  United  States'  infantry,  joined 
at  the  Long  Old  Fields  on  the  evening  of  the  22d. 

Colonel  Alioor^  from  Virginia,  arrived  at  the 
city  on  the  evening  of  the  23d,  with  about  five 
hundred  men,  wholly  unarmed  and  without  equip* 
ments.  Under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Carbery. 
who  had  been  charged  with  this  subject,  they 
deceived  arms,  ammunition,  &Cm  next  morning, 
but  not  until  after  the  action  at  Bladensburg. 

No  part  of  the  10th  had  yet  arrived. 

There  had  been  no  Adjutant  or  Inspector  Gen- 
eral attached  to  my  command  from  its  com- 
mencement. Major  Hite,  Assistant  Adjutant 
General,  joioed  me,  on  the  16th  of  August,  at 
Washington,  and  Major  Smithy  Assistant  In- 
spector General,  on  the  19th. 

This  was  the  situation,  condition,  and  amount 
of  my  force  and  command. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  detail  is  continued 
up  to  the  moment  of  the  battle  of  Bladensburg ; 
but,  as  the  time  at  which  the  diflerent  corps  re- 
apectively  joined  is  stated,  it  will  be  readily  seen 
what  troops  were  concerned  in  the  different 
movements  which  will  now  be  detailed. 

The  innumerably  multiplied  orders,  letters, 
consultations,  and  demands,  which  crowded  upon 
me  at  the  moment  of  such  an  alarm,  can  more 
easily  be  conceived  than  described,  and  occupied 
me  nearly  day  and  night,  from  Thursday,  the 
18ih  of  August,  till  Sunday,  the  2l8t,  and  had 
nearly  broken  down  myself  and  assistants  in  pre- 
paring, dispensing,  and  attending  to  them. 

On  Thursday  evening,  Colonel  Monroe  pro- 
nosed,  if  I  would  detach  a  troop  of  cavalry  with 
him,  to  proceed  in  the  most  probable  direction  to 
find  the  enemy  and  reconnoitre  him.    Captain 


Thornton's  troop,  from  AlexaDdrit, »« (fe,||u 
on  this  service,  and,  on  Friday  moniB£  tbeCol 
onel  departed  with  them.  At  t^is  luie  it  wu 
supposed  the  enemy  intended  op  the  bir  u  one 
of  his  ships  was  already  ia  mw  froo  iwuno. 
lis,  and  his  boats  were  souDdin^  SoaiUier  It 
was  Colonel  Monroe's  ioteDtion  to  htve  pro. 
ceeded  direct  to  Annapolis;  batj  before  he  hid 
got  without  the  city,  he  received  lotelli^ocediit 
the  enemy  had  proceeded  up  the  PiiDieo{,iad 
were  debarking  at  Benedict  He,  tbererore,  beot 
his  course  to  that  place.  By  hit  hA  leufr  oo 
Saturday,  which  reached  the  PresidestthttereQ. 
ing,  he  was  unable  to  give  any  precise  i&ieU\. 
p;ence,  except  that  the  enemy  were  tt  Be&^ia 
in  force. 

On  Saturday,  Lieutenant  Colooel  Tilrhnin, 
with  his  squadron  of  dragoons,  wu  desptieked 
by  way  of  the  Wood  yard  to  fall  downpoa  tie 
enemy,  to  annov,  harass,aDd  impede  their oireh, 
by  every  possible  means,  to  remo? e  or  deitrof 
forage  and  provision  from  before  the  eoeiny.ui 
gain  iotelligence.  Captain  Caldwell,  vitii  hii 
troop  of  city  cavalry,  was  despatched  vith  the 
same  views  towards  Benedict,  by  Piseaiivtr, it 
beinff  wholly  uncertain  what  foote  the  eofOf 
would  take,  if  it  was  his  inteotioa  to  coae  to 
Washington. 

On  Sunday,  I  crossed  the  EastenAaoebjnd 
joined  Brigadier  General  Stiiiib,it  ihe  Wood* 
yard,  Where  Lieutenant  Colooel  Scou, with  the 
36th  and  3dtb,  and  LieuteoaDt  Colofiellttoer, 
with  the  milifia  from  BladeQsbarg,hadimT(d 
by  previous  orders.  On  the  road  (o  the  Wood- 
yard,  I  received  a  letter  from  Colooel  Monroe,  of 
which  a  copy  is  sent,  marked  — ;iBd,iiil)09i 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  receired  inoiher 
letter  from  him,  of  which  a  copy  is  leol,  mtrkd 
— ;  and,  in  a  very  short  time  after,  be  irrired 
himself,  and,  immediately  after,  Coloael  M 
who  had  seen  a  body  ot  the  eaenf,vbidihe 
estimated  at  four  thousand,  (witbootsoppniog 
he  had  seen  the  whole)  enter  NotiiothuB,« 
Sunday  evening.  Colonel  Mooroe.  heint om^ 
exhausted,  retired  to  rest.  I  gave  ^^'^^ 
on  account  of  his  eiperience,  orders  (o  proe» 
and  ioin  Colonel  Hood  on  bis  march  frooAi' 
napolis,  and  take  command  of  tbe  deiachinest 
I  occupied  the  night  in  writing  leUefsiodordiHi 
to  various  officers  and  persons,  aod,  at  diW 
ordered  a  light  detachment  from  QeoetalSBuni 
brigade,  under  Major  Peter,  the  regal«i««» 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  and  LaralPs^'''^* 
to  proceed  immediately  towards  Noiti^wiiW 
meet  the  enemy.  .. 

I  proceeded  immediatelv  in  ad?ii«  »T«J; 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Ihtonroe  aod the g^Jtue 
men  of  my  stafif.  1  had  learned  thit  Coloofl 
Tilghman  with  bis  cavalry  oo  the  i<l|w«  * 
the  enemy  had  fallen  back  upon  mw^^ 
the  evening  before,  and  had  dariog  ihe  «f 
sent  him  an  order  to  proceed  upon  ibeWM'T* 
Marlboroueh  to  Nottingham,  and  ineeiiDd'" 
Chapel.  Having  got  considerably  in i^!^^ 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott's  and  Mij<^^eier 
detachments,  and  also  to  obtain  ia(elligac«i> 
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halted  at  Mr.  Odea's,  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
ja  net  ion  of  the  roads  from  Marlborough  and  the 
Woodyard  to  Nottingham,  directing  La  vail  to  gain 
the  Marlborough  road,  post  himself  at  the  Chapel, 
and  push  forward  pairols  upon  all  the  roads  to- 
wards Nottingham.  In  less  than  half  an  hour, 
and  before  the  detachments  of  Scott  and  Peter 
had  come  up,  inielliffence  was  brought  that  the 
enemy  was  moving  from  Nottingham  in  fbrce  to- 
wards  the  Chapel.  I  immediately  proceeded,  with 
the  gentlemen  who  were  with  me,  to  gain  an  ob- 
servation of  the  enemy,  and  came  within  view  of 
the  enemy's  advance  about  two  miles  below  the 
Chapel.  The  observation  was  continued  until 
the  enemy  reached  theCbapel,  and  8cort  and  Pe- 
ter being  then  near  two  miles  distant  from  that 
point,  and  it  being  therefore  impossible  for  them 
to  reach  the  junction  of  the  Marlborough  and 
Woodyard  road  before  the  enemy,  I  sent  orders 
for  them  to  post  themselves  in  the  most  advan- 
tageous position,  and  wait  for  me  with  the  body 
of  the  cavalry.  I  turned  into  the  road  to  the 
Woodyard  and  detached  a  small  party  under  Ad- 
jutant General  Hite  on  the  Marlborough  road  to 
watch  the  enemy's  movements  on  that  road  and 
give  informatiou.  Upon  arriving  at  Oden's,  him- 
self or  some  other  person  of  the  neighborhood 
whom  I  knew,  and  on  whom  I  could  rely,  in- 
formed me  that  there  was  a  more  direct  road,  but 
oot  so  much  frequented,  leading  from  Notting- 
ham to  the  Woodyard,  and  joining  that  eq  which 
I  then  was,  two  miles  nearer  to  the  Woodyard. 

A  doubt  at  that  time  was  not  entertained  by 
anybody  of  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  proceed 
direct  to  Washtugton,  and  the  advantage  of  divid- 
ing their  force  and  proceeding  on  two  roads  mn- 
Ding  so  near  each  other  to  the  same  point  was  so 
obrious,  that  I  gave  orders  to  Scott  and  Peter  to 
retire,  and  occupy  the  first  eligible  position  be- 
tween the  junction  of  that  road  and  the  one  we 
were  on  and  the  Woodyard ;  despatched  a  patrol 
of  cavalry  to  observe  that  road,  and  give  the  ear- 
liest notice  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  it. 
I  still  continued  the  observation  of  the  enemy 
myself,  and  he  turned  a  part  of  his  column  into 
the  road  to  the  Woodyard,  and  penetrated  a  skirt 
of  wood  which  hid  the  junction  of  the  Marlbo- 
rough and  Woodyard  road  from  view,  and  there 
halted  it  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Oden's 
house.  I  hesitated  for  some  time  whether  to 
attribute  his  delay  to  a  view  which  he  may  have 
bad  of  Scott's  and  Peter's  deUchment,  or  to  a 
design  to  conceal  bis  movement  towards  Marlbo- 
rough, the  road  to  that  place  being  concealed  by 
mroods  from  any  point  or  observation  which  could 
be  gained. 

It  appeared  aAerwards  that  his  whole  force 
hailed  here  for  an  hour  or  upwards,  and  thus  con- 
tinued in  an  uncertainty  as  to  his  intended  route. 
I  had  in  the  meantime  rode  back  and  assisted 
Peter  and  Scott. to  post  their  detachments  in  a 
favorable  position,  from  whence  I  entertained  a 
hope  to  have  given  the  enemy  a  serious  cheek, 
without  much  risk  to  this  detachment.  Orders 
had  been  previously  sent  to  General  Smith  to  post 
his  whole  deuchmeut  in  eonjoactioa  with  Com- 


modore Barney,  who  had  by  this  time  joined  him 
from  Marlborough,  with  abiout  four  hundred  sail- 
ors and  marines,  and  had  taken  also  command  of 
the  marines,  under  Captain  Miller,  who  had  ar- 
rived from  the  city  the  night  before.  I  presumed, 
from  the  appearance  of  his  force,  it  was  about 
one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  twenty.  As 
soon  as  I  had  satisfied  myself  as  to  the  position 
and  disposition  of  Scott's  and  Peter's  detachments, 
I  advanced  again  towards  the  enemy  to  ascertain 
his  situation  and  intentions.  It  had  now  become 
certain  that  he  had  taken  the  road  to  Marlbo- 
rough; and  Colonel  Monroe  crossed  over  to  that 
place,  to  join  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghman,  and 
observe  his  movements. 

I  sent  an  order  immediateljr  to  Scott  and  Peter, 
to  retire  back  to  Generiil  Smith,  and  the  latter  to 
take  post  at  the  points  where  the  roads  from 
Washington  City  and  the  Woodyard,  to  Marlbo- 
rou|h,  unite.  This  order  was  incorrectly  deliv- 
ered, or  misunderstood,  and  he  took  post,  instead, 
at  the  point  where  the  roads  from  the  Woodyard 
and  Marlborough,  to  the  City  of  Washington, 
unite.  The  mistake,  however,  produced  no  in- 
convenience, but,  on  the  contrary,  was  perhana 
better  than  the  position  to  which!  had  direetea; 
because  it  threw  my  forces  more  between  Marl- 
borough and  Bladensburg,  and  also  in  command 
of  the  road  by  which  the  enemy  did  finally  ad- 
vance, which  the  other  position  would  not  have 
done.  Its  inconvenience  was,  that  it  left  open 
the  road  to  Fort  Washington,  and  rendered  Gen- 
eral Young's  junction,  if  it  should  become  proper 
to  advance  him,  hazardous  on  the  road.  It  tnr- 
ther  btcame  necessary  to  retire  still  further  hack, 
and  the  only  position  where  the  troops  oould  be 
tolerably  accommodated,  or  posted  to  advantage, 
waa  at  Dunlap's,  or,  as  it  is  generally  called,  the 
Long,  or  the  Batulion  Old  Fields. 

Gkneral  Smith  was  therefore  ordered  to  retire 
to  that  point,  with  the  whole  of  the  troops,  ex- 
cept the  cavalrv.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghman 
and  Captain  Herb^^rt  were  charged  with  hover- 
ing upon  the  enemy  on  all  the  roads  leading  from 
Bladensburg,  from  the  North,  and  from  Annapo- 
lis to  Marlborough.  With  Lavall's  cavalry,  I 
advanced  to  the  nearest  and  most  convenient 
positions  between  the  Woodyard  and  Marlbo- 
rough, and  found  the  enemy  quietly  halted  at 
Marlborough.  Tilghman's  cavalry  picked  up 
up  one  or  two  prisoners,  who  had  straggled  be- 
yond the  enemy's  pickets,  and  my  examination 
of  them  confirmed  me  that  the  enemy  did  not 
contemplate  leaving  Marlborough  that  day. 

After  remaining  near  Marlborough,  in  obser- 
vation, till  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  after- 
noon, I  returned  to  General  Smith,  where  I  ar- 
rived towards  the  close  of  the  day.  About  dark 
I  learned  that  the  President  and  Heads  of  De- 
partments had  arrived  at  a  house  about  a  mile  in 
tha  rear  of  the  camp.  I  detached  a  captain's 
guard  to  his  quarters ;  advanced  the  cavalry  of 
La  vail  on  the  roads  towards  Marlborough,  with 
orders  to  patrol  as  close  upon  iheenemy  as  possible 
during  the  course  of  the.  night ;  and  after  having 
waded  through  the  infinite  applications,  eoasolta- 
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liona,  and  caUi,  oceesatnly  vitivg  from  a  body  of 
two  thousand  fife  hundred  mea,  not  three  ^ays 
from  their  homes,  wUhout  oi^nizatioa,  or  aay 
practical  knowledge  of  serriee  on  the  part  of  their 


eers^  and  beine  obliged  to  listen  to  the  officious 
but  well  intended  information  and  adriecDf  the 
etowd.  who,  at  such  a  timOf  would  be  full  of  both, 
I  lay  down  to  snatch  a  moment  of  rest. 

A  causeless  alarm  from  one  of  the  sentinels 
placed  the  whole  force  under  arms  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  A  short  time  after  son- 
rise,  I  rode  o?er  to  the  cmarters  of  the  President, 
to  inform  him  and  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
state  of  things.  Upoa  my  return,  rumors  pre- 
Tailed  that  the  enemy  had  taken  the  road  to 
Aueen  Ann,  which  was  directly  leading  to  An- 
napolis. I  could  not,  howeirer,  suppose  that  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Tilghman  and  Captain  Herbert 
would  fail  icr  adrise  me  if  the  fact  were  so.  The 
rumor,  howeyer,  gained  ground ;  and  just  at  this 
time,  Mr.  Luffboroogh,  of  this  city,  with  some 
£fteea  or  twenty  mounted  men,  offered  himself 
readv  to  perform  any  duties  on  which  I  could 
employ  them.  I  immediately  despatched  him  to 
ascertain  the  truth  of  this  report,  by  penetrating 
to  thi^  road,  and  also  to  obtain  whatever  infor- 
mation he  could  relatiye  tp  the  enemy.  About 
twelfe  o'clock  he  sent  me  decisiYe  information 
that  the  enemy  were  not  on  the  Annapolis  road. 

I  received  constant  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
still  remained  in  Marlborough;  and.  therefore, 
felt  no  doubt  that,  if  he  intended  to  tace  the  road 
to  Annapolis,  any  movement  upon  that  road  was 
only  an  advance  party  for  observation,  and  pre- 
paratory to  a  general  movmnent ;  and  as  the  morn- 
ing advanced,, and  the  information  brought  still 
confirmed  the  impression  that  the  enemy  intend* 
ed  no  movement  from  Upper  Marlborouffh,  I 
resolved  to  endeavor  to  concentrate  the  force 
(which  I  hoped  had  now  considerably  accumu- 
lated within  my  reach)  down  upon  the  enemy's 
lines  near  Marlborough'. 

I  accoringly  ordered  a  light  detachment  to  be 
aeat  forward  by  Qeneral  Smith,  under  Major 
Peter,  and  having  also  learned  by  Major  Wood- 
year,  of  (General  Stansbury's  stafl^  that  be  had 
arrived  the  evening  before  at  Biadensburg,  1  sent 
orders  to  him  to  advance  toward  Marlborough, 
and  to  take  post  at  the  point  where  the  Ola 
Fields  to  dueen  Ann  crosses  the  road  from  Bia- 
densburg to  Marlborough,  which  brought  him 
within  four  miles  of  the  Old  Fields,  and  within 
from  six  to  eight  of  the  enemy.  I  was  anxiously 
waiting  to  hear  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall's 
progress  with  the  detachment  for  Annapolis,  and 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterret's  from  mltimore. 

The  President  and  Heads  of  Department  bad 
been  upon  the  field  since  about  eight  o'clock.  I 
communicated  my  views  and  intentions,  as  above 
detailed,  and  informed  them  that  I  proposed  my- 
self to  pass  over  the  road  from  Biadensburg  to 
Marlborougk  to  meet  Qeneral  Stansbory;  to  make 
closer  observations  upon  the  road  direct  from  the 
enemy  to  Biadensburg,  and  to  establish  more  thor- 
oughly a  concert  between  Btansbttryand  Smith's 
command ;  to  be  also  nearer  to  Beall,  to  give  htm 


also  a  directioa  towards  the  eaeaiy  eo  the  roai 
leading  into  Marlboiough  from  the  North,  if  mf 
intelligence  should  continue  to  jmiify  it^  mod  to 
draw  down  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bicrret,  with  his 
force,  as  soon  as  I  should  ascertain  where  it  was. 
I  accordingly,  with  a  croon  of  LavailH  cavalry, 
proceeded  about  twelve  o'clock :  upoa  anWVag 
at  the  Biadensburg  road  I  halted,  and  pushed  a 
patrol  of  cavalry  down  towards  Marlborough. 

In  a  few  minutes  after,  three  of  Ckptaia  Her- 
bert's troop,  who  were  observing  down  the  same 
road,  arrived  with  two  prisoners,  who  ihey  bad 
just  seized  in  a  very  bola  and  dexterous  maaaer. 
The  information  of  these  prisoners  coa&r«ked  the 
impression  that  the  enemv  did  not  intend  to  move 
from  Marlborough  that  day;  and  as  it  wasaov 
one  o'clocki  X  felt  little  doubt  of  it.    Afur  re- 
maining some  time  for  intelligence  from  the  Uai- 
ted  States'  dragoons  that  I  had  sent  down  with 
orders  to  press  down  as  closely  as  possible  opoa 
the  enemy,  a  slight  firing  was  heard  in  the  dliet- 
tion  of  the  enemy,  which  I  concluded  was  iroa 
the  enemy's  picket  upon  this  party.    A  few  ms- 
men.ts  confirmed  this  conjectnre,  by  the  return  of 
a  dragoon  with  this  intelligence.    A  more  eco- 
siderahle  firing  was  then  however  heard,  which 
I  concluded  to  be  a  skirmishing  by  Peter^s  deueh- 
ment  with  the  enemy,  put  upon  the  aiert  and 
advance  by  the  firing;  at  the  dragoons. 

The  firing  soon  alter  ceased,  and  after  having 
sent  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  fact,  with 
directions  to  follow  with  intelligence  on  towards 
Biadensburg,  in  which  direction  I  proceeded  wixk 
the  expecution  of  meeting  General  Staashsiv, 
and  with  the  intention  to  halt  him  until  myiatd- 
ligence  should  decide  my  further  pioceediitfs. 

I  had  proceeded  within  four  or  five  miks  of 
Bladeasburg^without  meeting  Greneral  Sunsbory, 
when  I  was  overtaken  by  Major  McKenney,  a 
volunteer  aid  with  G^eral  Smith,  who  iaformed 
me  that  Peter  had  skirmished  with  the  adrane- 
iog  enemy,  who  had  driven  him  backea  Geneia/ 
Smith,  and  that  the  enemy  had  balled  withia 
three  miles  of  the  Old  Fields ;  that,  agreeably  to 
my  directions  upon  the  probability  oraa  auick, 
Qeneral  Smith  had  sent  ofi*  the  oageage  aciosi 
the  Sastern  Branch;  and  that  himself  and  Cob- 
modore  Barney  had  drawn  up  the  forces  ready  to 
receive  the  enemy,  should  he  advance.    On  mj 
way  towards  Biadensburg  I  had  left  orders  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghman's  cavalry  to  cos- 
tinue  their  observation  on  the  Bladensboif  a^ 
Marlborough  r4>ads,and,in  case  the  enemy  shss&i 
move  on  that  road,  to  give  Geoerai  Soatey 
immediate  notice,  and  fall  back  on  hisL    la 
proceeding  to  the  Old  Fields,  I  met  Lieitenant 
Colonel  Tilghman  himself,  and  renewed  these 
directions.     Captain  Herbert  was  also  beiwcea 
General  Stansbi^ry  and  the  enemy,  with  the  sant 
instructions. 

When  Major  McKenney  gave  me  the  inteD- 
gence  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  I  despaiehetf 
an  aid  to  General  Stansbury.  with  direcMsa> 
him  to  fall  back  and  take  the  best  positioa  a  ad- 
vance of  Biadensburg,  find  unite  Lieutestst  Col- 
onel Sterret,  with  him  should  he  arrin  at  B\n- 
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deosbarg^ai,!  expected, tbAt  evening;  and  shoaid 
he  be  attacked,  to  resist  as  long  as  possible ;  and 
if  obliged  to  retire,  to  retreat  towards  the  city, 

I  reached  the  Old  Fields  about  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon, and  found  General  Smith  and  Com- 
modore Barney  had  judiciously  posted  their  men 
in  expectation  of  the  enemy,  and  were  expecting 
his  approach.  .  The  head  of  the  enemy's  column 
was  about  three  miles  from  our  position,  and  five 
miles  from  Marlborough.  He  must  have  reached 
that  point  by  or  before  one  o'clock,  and  his  halt 
there  at  that  period  of  the  day,  so  short  a  distance 
from  Marlborough,  and  apparently  only  drawn 
out  by  my  parties  pressine  upon  him,  and  at  the 

Soint  from  whence  he  could  take  the  road  to  Bla- 
ensburg,  to  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  or  Fort 
Washington,  indifferently, or  it  might  be  to  cover 
his  march  upon  Annapolis;  to  which  place  he  had 
strong  temptations  to  proceed.    His  force  was 
very  impertectly  known,  the  opinions  and  repre- 
sentations varj^ing  from  four  to  twelve  thousand : 
the  better  opinion  fixed  it  from  five  to  seven  thou- 
sand.   If  he  supposed  his  force  insufficient  to  pro- 
ceed to  Washington,,  and  further  reinforcements 
were  expected,  which  all  information  concurred 
to  state,  the  natural  conclusion  was,  that  he  would 
seek  some  place  where  he  could  in  security  refresh 
liis  men,  and  place  them  in  comfortable  quarters, 
near  a  convenient  port  for  his  ships,  and  whence^ 
upon  receiving  reinforcemenu,  he  would  be  rea«- 
dy  to  act  against  the  important  points  of  the 
country.    Having,  therefore,  already  accomplish- 
ed one  great  object  of  the  expedition — the  de- 
atruction  of  Gommod4»re  Barney's  fiotilla-*if  he 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  proceed  further  into  the 
country,  Annapolis  offered  him  a  place  in  all  re- 
spects such  as  he  would  desire.    It  brought  him 
to  a  fihe  port,  where  his  ships  could  lie  in  safetv ; 
it  afforded  abundant  and  comfortable  quarters  for 
his  men ;  magazines  and  store-houses  for  all  his 
stores  and  munitions  of  every  description ;  was 
capable,  with  very  little  labor,  of  being  rendered 
impregnable  by  land,  and  commanded  the  water ; 
it  was  the  nearest  point  of  debarkation  to  the 
City  of  Washington,  without  entering  a  narrow 
river,  liable  to  great  uncertainty  ii»  its  naviga- 
tion from  adverse  winds;  and  was  at  hand  to 
Baltimore ;  equally  threatening  those  two  great 
points,  and    rendering   it  absolutely  aecessary 
to  keep  a  force  doubly  sufficient  to  resist  him— 
one  foe  the  protection  of  Washington,  the  other 
for  Baltimore.  The  squadron  which  was  ascend- 
ing the  Potomac,'  and  had  now  passed  the  Kettle 
Bottoms,  the  only  obstruction  in  the  navigation 
of  the  river,  might  be  only  a  feint,  the  more  effec- 
tually to  conceal  their  intentions  agains(  Anna- 
polis; or,  what  was  more  probable,  was  intended 
to  unite  with  the  land  force,  and  co-operate  in  a 
joint  attack  on  Washineion.    It  was,  therefore, 
strongly  believed,  that  the  land  force  was  des- 
tined to  proceed  and  take  Fort  Washington  in 
the  rear,  where  it  was  wholly  defenceless,  while 
it  wae  capable  of  offering  a  very  formidable  re- 
sistance to  the  ascent  of  ships  up  the  river,  and, 
imperfect  as  it  was,  perhaps  capable  of  repulsing 
theia  altogether.    And  it  was  therefore  that  I 


sent  to  General  Young,  when  the  forca  under 
General  Smith  fell  back  to  the  Old  Fields,  to 
take  a  position  so  as  to  protect  Fort  WashingtoUi 
and  avoid  being  taken  in  the  rear  by  the  enemy* 

If  the  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  proceed  di' 
rect  to  Washington,  the  road  by  Bladensburg 
offered  fewer  obstructions  than  that  over  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge,  although  it  was  six  milea 
further ;  and  yet.  if  ihad  retired  toward  Bladensr 
burg,  I  should  have  been  removed  so  much  further 
from  annoying  or  impeding  the  enemy  if  he  pro* 
eeeded  to  Fort  Washington ;  and  I  should  have 
left  the  road  to  Washington  City,  by  the  Eastern 
Branch  bridge,  open  to  him,  which,  although  I 
had,  as  I  supposed,  left  a  secure  arrangement  for 
its  destruction,  yet  the  importance  of  leavh^g  that 
bridge  as  long  as  possible,  on  account  of  its  great 
value  to  us,  and  the  danger  that,  in  the  multitude 
of  business  which  was  accumulated  on  every  per- 
son during  such  alarm,  confusion,  and  disorder, 
arising  at  such  a  moment,  with  such  raw,  undisci- 
plined,  inexperienced,  and  unknown  officers  and 
men^  rendered  it  hazardous  to  trust  this  direct 
and  important  pass  unguarded. 

It  was  under  all  these  circumstances,  thaL 
after  waiting  for  the  enemy  at  Old  Fields  tUl 
sundown^hat  I  determined  to  retire  over  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge,  in  which  Commodore 
Barney  concurred,  and  his  force  with  mine  pro* 
eeeded  accordingly. 

My  reasons  for  not  remaining  at  the  Old  Fields 
during  the  night  was,  if  an  attack  should  be  made 
in  the  night,  oar  own  superiority,  which  lay  in 
artillery,  was  lost,  and  the  inexperience  of  the 
troo[>s  would  subject  them  to  certain,  infallible^ 
and  irremediable  disorder,  and  probably  destruc* 
tion,  and  thereby  occasion  the  loss  of  a  fuU  half 
of  the  force  which  I  could  hope  to  oppose,  under 
more  favorable  circumstances,  to  the  enemy. 

The  reasons  for  retiring  by  tne  Eastern  oranch 
bridge,  were,  the  absolute  security  it  gave  to  that 
pass,  the  greater  facility  of  joining  General 
Young,  and  aiding  in  the  protection  of  Fort 
Washington,  the  greater  facility  of  pursuing  thf 
enemy  should  he  recede  and  proceed  to  Annap- 
olis, and  the  certainty  that  I  could  draw  General 
StaAsbury  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterret  to  me 
if  the  enemy  advanced  too  rapidly  for  me  to 
advance  and  unite  to  support  them. 

Under  the  harassing  and  perplexing  embar- 
rassments, arising  from  having  a  mass  of  men 
suddenly  assembled,  without  organization,  disci- 
pline, or  officers  of  any,  the  least^  knowledge  of 
service^  except  in  the  case  of  Major  Peter,  or,  if 
possessing  it,  unknown  to  me  as  such,  and  the 
wearied  and  exhausted  state  in  which  incessant 
a.pplication  and  exertion,  for  nearly  five  uninter- 

Xd  days  and  nights,  had  left  me,  these  views 
d  themselves  to  my  mind,  and  determined 
me  to  fall  backp  on  Tuesday  evening,  to  the 
bridge,  instead  of  Bladensburg.  Since  the  event 
has  passed,  and  if  a  movement  to  Bladensburg, 
had  It  been  made,  would  not  have  induced  the 
enemy  to  pursue  another  course,  it  is  easy  to  de- 
termine that  a  retreat  to  Bladensburg  might  have 
been  better ;  but  those  who  undertake  to  pass  a 
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judgment,  should  place  themselres  back  to  the 
moment  and  situation  I  was  in  when  I  formed 
Che  resolution,  and  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  find 
it  an  error;  or  if  one,  it  is  of  that  sort  which 
is  supported,  when  riewed  in  perspective,  by 
stronger  reasons  than  those  which  oppose  it; 
and  is  only  found  to  be  an  error  by  the  expe- 
rience which  so  often  confounds  all  reason  and 
calculation. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  bridge,  about  ei<rht 
o'clock,  I  directed  General  Smith  to  halt  his 
men  in  the  roost  convenient  position  near  the 
bridge,  on  this  side;  and  I  passed  over  and  rode 
directly  to  the  Presideni'Sf  and  informed  him  of 
the  then  state  of  things.  I  had  expected  that  I 
should  probably  have  found  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  other  Heads  of  Departments  there,  but 
they  had  respectiveW  retired  lo  their  homes.  I 
returned  to  the  bridge,  leavins  at  MoKeowin's 
hotel  the  borrowed  horse  on  which  I  rode.  Both 
those  I  had  with  me  being  exhausted  and  worn 
down,  and  as  I  knew  no  one  who  had  a  horse  in 
a  different  situation,  I  proceeded  on  foot  to  the 
camp.  Qeneral  Smith  was  not  at  the  moment 
there.  I  proceeded  on  to  the  bridge,  where  1 
found  about  thirty  men  with  axes,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  the  bridge  down,  and  no  other 
preparation  for  destroying  it  made.  I  proceeded 
again  to  the  camp;  detached  a  party  of  volun- 
teers to  barn  the  upper  bridge  at  once ;  detached 
a  party  of  regular  infantry  across  the  bridge,  in 
advance  toward  the  enemy  about  half  a  mile,  to 

Srevent  him  from  seizing  it  by  surprise,  and  posted 
lurch's  artillery  to  command  the  pass  of  the 
bridge  on  this  side.  I  learned  at  the  bridge  that 
some  persons  from  the  Navy  Yard  had  been  to 
the  bridge  to  fake  some  steps  for  destroying  it, 
and  knowing  that  this  was  the  nearest,  and  the. 
only  place,  indeed,  from  whence  I  could  draw 
the  powder,  boats,  and  combustibles,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rendering  its  destruction  sure  at  any  mo- 
ment, I  proceeded,  accompanied  by  Major  Cox, 
of  Georgetown,  to  ascertain  wlmt  preparations 
bad  been  made.  I  arrived  there  about  twelve  or 
one  o'clock,  saw  Colonel  Wharton,  who  referred 
me  to  Commodore  Tingey,  to  whom  I  then  pro- 
ceeded and  roused  him  from  bed.  He  informed 
me  that  several  casks  of  powder  were  ready  in 
boats  to  be  sent  from  the  Navv  Yard  to  blow  up 
the  bridge  when  necessary,  i  begged  him  to  in- 
crease the  quantity  of  powder,  to  furnish  a  quan- 
tity of  combustibles  also  to  be  laid  upon  the 
bridge,  that  iu  destruction,  when  necessary,  in 
one  way  or  other,  might  be  put  beyond  doubt. 
Commodore  Tingey  undertook  to  have  what  I 
requested  provided,  and  sent  without  delay  to  the 
bridge.  I  returned  to  the  bridge  to  see  that  the 
different  detachments  which  1  had  stationed  there 
were  upon  the  alert,  and  understood  the  objects 
for  which  they  were  demched.  And  I  thence 
returned  to  the  camp,  between  three  and  four 
o'clock,  much  exhausted,  and  considerably  hurt 
in  the  right  arm  and  ancle  from  a  severe  fall 
which  I  had  into  a  gulley  or  ditch  on  my  way  to 
the  Navy  Yard.  I  snatched  about  an  hour  or  two 
of  sleep,  rose,  and  proceeded  to  gather  my  attend- 


ants and  horses,  much  exhausted  and  worn  dowt 
by  the  incessant  action  of  the  three  preeediog 
days,  and  proceeded  to  establish  my  headqoar- 
ters  at  a  house  near  the  bridge. 

My  patrols  and  videttes  not  having  yet  brooght 
me  any  intelligence  of  a  movement  of  the  ene- 
my, and  being  still  doubtful  whethet  he  might 
not  move  upon  Annapolis,  Fort  WaibortoB,  or 
toward  the  bridge,  rather  than  Bladeasborg,  I 
held  the  position  near  the  bridge  as  that  which, 
under  all  circumstances,  would  enable  me  btstto 
act  against  the  enemy  in  aay  aiteraatfre.  I 
learned  about  this  time,  with  considerable  morti- 
fication, that  General  Stansbory,  from  minsdet* 
standing  or  some  other  cause,  instead  of  holding 
a  position  during  the  night  in  advance  of  Bladeos- 
burg,  had  taken  one  about  a  mile  in  its  rear*, sad 
that  his  men,  from  a  causeless  alarm,  had  bees 
under  arms  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  tod 
moved  once  or  twice,  and  that  he  was  at  thit  mo- 
ment on  his  march  into  the  city.  I  instantly  mat 
him  an  order  to  resume  his  position  at  Bladent- 
burg ;  to  post  himself  to  the  best  advantage;  mah 
the  utmost  resistance,  and  rely  npoa  my  sopport- 
ing  him  if  the  enemv  should  move  npoa'ihat  roid. 
I  had,  at  a  very  early  hour  in  the  moraiag,  de- 
tached Captain  Qraham.  with  his  tnopoTVit- 
ginia  cavalry,  to  proceed  by  Biadeosteig,  down 
upon  the  road  toward  the  enemy,  aodiosare  by 
that  means,  timely  notice  to  Gieoeral  Staasbarr 
and  myself,  should  theenemy  torn  that  way.  With 
this  addition  to  the  cavalry  already  oathoseroids, 
it  became  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  mketa^ 
steps  unobserved.  Additional  cavalry  pauobai^ 
videttes  were  also  detached  opon  ah  the  roafe 
across  the  bridge,  to  insure  the  certainty  cf  intel- 
ligence, let  the  enemy  move  as  be  might 

Colonel  Minor  had  also  arrived  in  the  city  die 
evening  before,  with  five  or  six  hundred  militii 
from  Virginia,  but  they  were  withovt  amn^  ac- 
coutrements, or  ammunition.  I  niged  iiiio  to 
hasten  his  equipment,  which  I  learn  was  delayed 
by  some  difficulty  in  finding  Colonel  Carbery, 
charged  with  that  business;  and  he  hadwA  ic- 
ceived  his  arms,  dbc.,  when,  about  10  o^cVock,! 
received  intellig^ence  that  the  enemy  had  toned 
the  head  of  his  column  towards  Bladensbai). 
Commodore  Barney  had,  upon  my  soggesiisa 
posted  bis  artillery  to  command  the  bni^  eadf 
in  the  morning. 

As  soon  as  1  learned  the  enemy  were  monap 
towards  Bladensburg,  I  ordered  Oeneial  Smi^ 
with  the  whole  of  the  troops,  to  move  iaws^ 
ately  to  that  point. 

The  necessarjr  detention  arising  from  sriecstn 
issue,  interrogations,  and  applications  m  be  an- 
swered from  all  points  being  past.  I  proceeded  oa 
to  Bladensburg,  leaving  the  President  aad  some 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments  at  my  qnanci^ 
where  they  had  been  for  an  hour  or  more.  Ia^ 
rived  At  the  bridire  at  Bladensburg  about  tvefn 
o'clock,  where  I  found  Lieutenant  Coloaei  Ba& 
had  at  that  moment  passed  with  his  eoMiad, 
having  just  arrived  from  Annapolis.  I  had/aoed 
the  line  of  Btansbury's  brigade,  forwnti  ia  the 
fi^ld  upon  the  left  of  the  road,  at  abom  a  q«a\cc 
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of  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  bfidfce;  and  on  the 
road,  a  short  diataqee  in  the  rear  of  Stansbury^s 
linej  I  met  sereralffentlemen,  and.  among  the 
others,  I  think  Mr.  Francis  Kef,  of  Qeorffetown, 
who  informed  roe  that  he  had  thought  thai  the 
troops  coming  from  the  city  coald  be  most  advan* 
tageously  posted  on  the  riffht  and  left  of  the  road 
near  that  point.  General  Smith  being  present, 
Mr.  Key  nnderrtook.  I  believe,  being  sent  for  that 
purpose,  to  show  toe'  positions  proposed.  I  left 
General  Smith  to  maiire  a  disposition  of  these 
troops,  and  proceeded  to  (he  bridge,  where  I  found 
Lieatenant  Colonel  Beall  as  before  stated.*  I  in* 
quired  whether  he  had  any  directions  'as  to  his 
position ;  he  replied,  he  had  been  shown  a  hfffh 
bill  upon  the  right  of  the  road,  ranging  with  the 
proposed  second  line.  It  being  a  commanding 
position,  and  necessary  to  be  occupied  by  some 
corps,  I  directed  him  to  proceed  agreeably  to  the 
instructions  he  had  receired.  I  then  rode  tip  to 
a  battery  which  had  been  thrown  up  to  comtnand 
the  street  which  entered  Bladeosbarg  from  the 
side  of  the  enemy  and  the  bridge,  where  I  found 
the  Baltimore  artillery  posted,  with  the  Baltimore 
riflemen  to  support  them.  Upon  inquiry,  1  learned 
that  Generaf  Stansbury  was  on  a  rising  ground 
upon  the  left  of  his  line.  I  rode  immediately 
thither,  and  found  him  and  Colonel  Monroe  to- 

S ether.  The  latter  ffentieman  informed  me  that 
e  had  been  aiding  General  Stansbury  to  post  his 
line,  and  wished  me  to  proceed  to  examine  it 
with  them,  to  see  how  far  I  approved  of  it.  We 
were  just  proceeding  with  this  view,  when  some 
person  rode  np  and  stated  that  news  had  just  been 
received  of  a  signal  victory  obtained  by  General 
Izard  oyer  the  enemy,  in  which  one  thousand  of 
'  the  enemy  were  slain  and  many  prisoners  taken. 
I  ordered  the  news  to  be  immediately  communi- 
cated to  the  troops,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  ad- 
ditional  impulse  to  their  spirits  and  courage.  The 
column  of  the  enemy  at  this  moment  appeared  in 
Tiew,  about  a  mile  distant,  moving  up  the  East- 
ern Branch,  parallel  to  our  position.  From  the 
left,  where  I  was,  I  nerceivea  that,  if  the  position 
of  tlie  advanced  artillery  were  forced,  that  two  or 
three  pieces  on  the  left  of  Stansbury  would  be 
necessary  to  scour  an  orchard  which  lay  between 
his  line  and  his  artillery,  and  for  another  rifle 
company  to  increase  the  support  of  this  artillery. 
These  were  promptly  sent  forward  by  Gkneral 
Smith,  and  posted  as  hastily  as  possible;  and  it 
was  barely  accomplished  before  I  was  obliged  to 
give  orders  to  the  advanced  artiHery  to  open  upon 
ihe  enemy,  who  was  descending  the  street  toward 
the  bridge.    AJl  further  examination  or  move- 


*  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  seen  General  Smith, 
who  informs  me  that  Mr,  Ke^.had  been  examining  the 
grounds  with  him,  and  that  it  was  his  views  that  Mr. 
Key  had  been  stating.  He  came  up  at  the  moment 
Mr.  Key  had  given  me  the  information.  I  have  been 
under  the  impression,  till  thus  corrected,  that  it  was 
the  sQggestion  of  Colonel  Monroe  and  Cheneral  Stan*- 
hnry  that  had  soggested  that  position.  This  eiremn- 
•tmnce  is  immaterial,  except  for  the  purpoae  of  literal 
•ocQimoy  when  necawaiy. 


m~ent  was  now  impossible,  and  the  position  where 
I  then  was,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  left  of 
Siansbury's  line,  being  the^most  advanced  posl* 
tion  from  which  I  could  have  any  commanding 
view,  I  remained  there.  The  fire  of  our  advanced 
artillery  occasioned  the  enemy,  who.  were  ad- 
vancing, and  who  were  light  troops,  to  leave  the 
street,  and  they  crept  down,  under  the  cover  of 
houses  and  trees,  in  loose  order,  sO  as  not  to  ex- 
pose them  to  ri;$k  from  the  shot;  it  was,  there- 
fore, only  occasionally  that  an  object  pre^nted  at 
which  the  artillery  could  fire. 

In  this  sort  of  suspension  the  enemy  began  to 
throw  his  rockets,  and  his  light  troops  began  to 
accumulate  down  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town, 
and  near  the  bridge,  but  principally  covered  from 
view  by  the  houses.  Therf  light  troops,  how- 
ever, soon  began  to  issue  out  and  press  across  th« 
creek,  which  was  everywhere  fordable,  and  in 
most  placea  lined  with  bushes  and  trees,  which 
were  sufficient,  however,  to  conceal  the  move* 
roents  of  light  troops,  who  act  in  the  manner  of 
theirs,  singly.  The  advanced  riflemen  now  began 
to  fire,  and  continued  it  for  a  half  a  dozen  rounds, 
when  I  observed  them  to  run  back  to  the  skirta 
of  the  orchard  on  the  left,  where  they  became 
visible,  the  boughs  of  the  orchard  trees  conceal* 
Ins^  their  original  position,  as  also  that  of  the  ar- 
tillery, from  view.  A  retreat  of  twenty  or  thirty 
yards  from  their  original  position  toward  the  left 
brought  them  in  view  on  iheedse  of  the  orchard; 
ihey  halted  there,  and  seemed  For  a  moment  re- 
turning to  their  position,  but  in  a  few  mrnutea 
entirelv  broke,  and  retired  to  the  left  of  Stana- 
bury's  line.  I  immediately  ordered  the  fifth  Bal- 
timore regiment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterret,  be- 
ing the  left  of  Stansbury's  line,  to  advance  and 
sustain- the  artillery.  They  promptly  commenced 
this  movement,  but  the  rockets,  which  had  for  the 
first  three  or  four  passed  very  high  abpve  the 
heads  of  the  line,  now  reoeived  a  more  horizontal 
direction,  and  passed  very  close  above  the  heads 
of  Shutz's  and  Regan's  regiments,  composing  the 
centre  and  left  of  Staosbury's  line.  A  universal' 
flight  of  these  two  regiments  was  the  consequence. 
This  leaving  the  right  of  the  fifth  wholly  unsup- 
ported, I  ordered  it  to  halt;  rode  swiftly  across  the 
field  toward  those  who  had  so  shamefully  fled,  and 
exerted  my  voice  to  the  utmost  to  arrest  them. 
They  halted,  began  to  collect,  and  seemed  to  be 
returning  to  their  places.  An  ill-founded  reliance 
that  their  officers  would  succeed  in  rallying  them, 
when  I  had  thus  succeeded  in  stopping  the  gireat- 
est  part  of  them,  induced  me  immediately  to  re- 
turn to  the  fifth,  the  situation  of  which  was  like- 
ly to  become  very  critical,  and  that  position  gave 
me  the  best  command  of  view.  To  my  astonish- 
ment and  mortification,  however,  when  I  had  re- 
gained my  position,  I  found  the  whole  of  these 
regiments  (except  a  few  of  Ragan's,  not  more 
than  forty,  rallied  by  himself,  and  as  many  per- 
haps of  Sbutz's  rallied,  I  learn  by  Captain  Shower 
and  Captain  -^  ■  ■,  whose  name  I  do  not  recol* 
leet)  were  flying  in  the  utmost  precipiuiion  and 
disorder. 

The  advanced  artillery  had  immediately  fol- 
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lowed  the  riflemen,  and  retired  by  the  left  of  the 
fifth.  I  directed  them  to  take  post  on  a  rising 
ground  which  I  pointed  out  in  the  rear.  The  fifth, 
and  the  artillery  on  its  left,  still  remained,  and  I 
hoped  that  their  fire,  notwithstanding  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  boughs  of  the  orchard,  which,  being 
below,  covered  the  enemyi  would  hare  been  ena- 
bled to  scour  this  approach  and  prevent  his  ad- 
Tanice.  The  enemy's  liffbt  troops,  by  single  men^ 
showed  themselves  on  the  lower  edge  of  the  left 
of  the  orchard,  and  received  the  fire  of  this  artil- 
lery and  the  fifth,  which  made  them  draw  back. 
The  cover  to  them  was,  however,  so  complete, 
that  they  were  enabled  to  advance  singly,  and 
take  positions  from  which  their  fire  annoyed  the 
fifth  considerably^  without  either  that  regiment 
or  the  artillery  bemg  able  to  return  the  fire  with 
any  probability  of  effect.  In  this  situation  I  had 
actually  given  an  order  to  the  fifth  and  artillery 
to  retire  up  to  the  hill,  toward  a  wood  more  to 
the  left  and  a  little  in  tli^  rear,  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  Uiem  further  from  the  orchard,  and  out 
of  reacnof  the  enemy's  fire,  while  be  was  shel- 
tered by  the  orchard.  An  aversion,  however,  to 
i«tire  before  the  necessity  became  stronger,  and 
the  hope  that  the  enemy  would  issue  in  a  body 
ftoffi  the  left  of  the  orchard,  and  enable  us  to  act 
upon  him  on  terms  of  equality,  and  a  fear  that  a 
movement  of  retreat  might,  in  raw  troops,  pro- 
duce some  confusion  and  lose  us  this  chance,  in- 
duced me  instantly  to  countermand  the  order,  and 
direct  the  artillery  to  fire  into  a  wpoden  barn  on 
the  kwer  end  of  the  orchard,  behind  which  I  sup- 
posed the  enemy  might  be  sheltered  in  consider- 
able nnmbers*  The  fire  of  the  enemy  n<)w  bc^an, 
however,  to  annoy  the  fifth  still  more  in  wound- 
ing several  of  them,  and  a  strong  column  of  the 
«oemy  ha  vine  passed  up  the  road  as  high  as  the 
light  of  the  fifth,  and  Winning  to  deploy  into 
the  field  to  take  them  in  flank,  1  directed  the  ar- 
tillery to  retire  to  the  hill,  to  which  I  had  direct- 
ed the  Baltimore  artillery  to  proceed  and  halt,  and 
ordered  the  fifth  regiment  also  to  retire.  This 
corps,  which  had  heretofore  acted  so  firmly, 
evjineed  the  usual  incapacity  of  raw  troops  to 
aiake  orderly  movements  in  the  face  of  the  ene- 
my, and  their  retreat  in  a  very  few  moments  be- 
'  came  a  flight  of  absolute  and  total  disorder. 

The  direct  line  of  retreat  to  the  whole  of  ^.this 
first  line,  being  to  the  hill  on  which  I  had  di- 
rected the  artillery  to  halt,  and  immediately  in 
cona^exian  with  the  positions  of  General  Smith's 
corp&  which  were  not  arrayed  in  line,  but  posted 
on  advantageous  positions  in  connexion  with  and 
supporting  each  other,  according  as  thf  nature  of 
^he  ground  admitted  and  required,  I  had  not  for 
a  moment,  dispersed  and  disordered  as  was  the 
whole  of  Stansbury's  command,  supposed  that 
their  retreat  would  have  taken  a  different  direo* 
tion.  But  it  soon  became  apparent  that  the  whole 
mass  were  throwing  themselves  off  to  the  right 
on  the  retreat  toward  Montgomery  Court-house, 
and  flying  wide  of  this  point  ^  the  whole  of  the 
avalry,  probably  from  the  pressure  of  the  infan- 
rv  that  way,  were  also  thrown  wide  of  the  line 
01  retreat  toward  the  right*    After  making  every 


effort  to  turn  the  carreat  moistoinrds  Qam\ 
Smith's  comm^and  and  the  ciiy,ttTtio  ,djcJ 
ing  that  it  was  impossibU  to  cofeim  forced 
support  the  artillerv  whichi  hiddiwciedioliar 
and  findmir  also  that  the  eaemyH  lighi  iroon. 
were  extending  themselves  in  ihwditJiuoa  &d 
pressing  the  pursuit,  I  directed  iheiruUtwio 
continue  their  retreat,  on  the  road  they  tknveit 
toward  the  Capitol,  it  beiog  impoislble  for  then 
to  get  across  to  the  turnpike  road,  or  uoiie  vit& 
General  Smith's  brigade. 

The  hope  of  again  forming  the  liistljaeii  \hit 
point,  and  there  renewing  theretr(it,Qr,UA|| 
events,  of  being  able  to  rally  iheaWiitta  the 
Capitpl  and  that  point,  and  reoewiBgiktcttUiL 
induced  me,  at  the  moment  1  directed  iht  M\k 
regiment  to  retreat,  to  request  Mr.  6^  i 
Georgetown,  to  proceed  to  tiiePresldeBtud  in- 
form him  that  we  had  been  drireD  lack,  b&ithi 
it  was  my  hope  and  intention  tofoimiDdreiev 
the  contest  between  that  place  and  the  Cipitol 

As  soon  as  I  found  it  vain  longeitoeadeaTti 
to  turn  the  tide  of  retreat  towaid  tbeleft,ItQnid 
toward  the  position  occupied  by  Lieoteout  Col' 
onel  Beall,  Commodore  Barney,  ud  Geoenl 
Smith.    By  this  time  the  enemy  hid  idnoced 
up  the  road,  had  driven  back  LieuieuntColoiel 
Kramer's  command,  posted  on  tberiifiitoftie 
road,  and  in  advance  of  Commodpiennief, af- 
ter having  well  maintained  hispoatioaudmoeli 
hurt  the  enemy,  and  also  continued  to  &re daring 
his  retreat.    He  had  come  under  tbedeitniedfe 
fire  of  Commodore  Barney,  which  hid  uneihia 
up  the  hill  towards  Lieulenant  Coboel  M, 
whose  deuchmeot  gave  one  or  two  w&ttin 
fires  and  fled.     Their  position  was  kaova  lo  bk, 
was  very  conspicuous,  and'  the  extrtoe  rigbi 
The  enemy,  therefore,  had  gained  ihisconiam' 
fng  position,  and  was  passing  our  right  fluk;iiii 
force  pursuing  on  the  left,  had  alsoadnBcedtoi 
line  with  our  left,  and  there  was  nothiBStiierf  u 
oppose  him.  To  preserve  Smith's cooDudiiooi 
being  pressed  in  front  by  fresh  troops  rf^«a«- 
my,  who  were  coming  on  at  the  same  uiK,iMe 
they  were  under  the  certainty  of  beinf  ia«» 
on  both  flanks  and  rear  by  the  enemy,  vhon- 
spectively  gained  them,  in  which  circansiassB 
their  destruction  or  surrender  would  hire  m 
inevitable,  I  sent  (my  horse  being  aDabletopoR 
with  the  rapidity  I  wished)  to  General  Souti>  ^ 
retreat.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  relitffey^ 
sition  of  the  different  corps  composing hts  car 
mand,  and  cannot  therefore  determine  vbao/i^ 
engaged  the  enemy,  nor  could  I  seehovi^^' 
ed ;  but  when  I  arrived  in  successioD  tisB^' 
ferent  corps,  which  I  did  as  soon  as  pivaw 
I  do  not  recollect  to  have  found  any  (^tt«Di«* 
were  not  in  order,  and  retreating  witk «  i»i^ 
confusion  as  could  have  been  expected.  "» 
I  reached  the  road  I  found  Commodore Ba»^ 
men  also  retiring  on  the  road,  he  ^^^^ 
overpowered  by  taoae  who  drove  off  Betiw* 
meat,  about  the  time  I  aent  the  order  loif^ 

I  stUl  had  no  doubt  but  that  Staosbf  j^^' 
mand,  and  the  cavalry,  would  haw  w"**^*:* 
upon  the  Capitol,  by  the  roads  wbie^^^^ 
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put  of  the  city  Uom  the  North,  and  still  lolee^tt 
myself  with  the  persaaMon  that  I  should  be  able 
there  to  rally  them,  upoa  the  city  aad  George- 
town  troops,  who  were  retiring  In  order,  and 
mke  another  effort  in  advance, of  the  Capitol  to 
repalse  the  enemy. 

After  accompanyinir  the  retreating  army  with- 
in two  miles  of  the  Capitol,  I  rode  forward  for 
the  parpoae  of  selecting  a  position,  and  endea?or- 
iog  to  collect  those  whom  I  supposed,  from  the 
rapidity  of  their  flight,  might  have  reached  that 
point.  A  half  a  mile  in  advance  of  (he  Capitol  I 
met  Colonel  Minor  with  his  detachment,  and  di- 
rected him  to  form  his  men,  wait  until  the  re- 
treating army  passed,  and  protect  them  it  ne- 
cessary. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  Capitol  I  found  not  % 
man  had  passed  that  way;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  eommanding  view  which  is  there  afforded  to 
the  North,.!  oould  see  no  appearance  of  the  troopa. 
I  despatcheid  an  order  to  call  in  the  cavalry  to 
me  there. 

In  a  few  moments  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Secretary  of  W^r  joined  me,  besides  that  ihey 
had  been  witnesses  to  the  dispersion  of  the  troops 
and  the  exhaustion  of  those  just  halted  by  me*  I 
stated  the  diminution  of  my  force,  and  the  extent 
of  the  positions  which  rendered  it  impossible  to 
place  the  foree  I  then  had  in  such  a  position  as 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  me  on  the  flank 
aa  well  as  front,  and  that  no  reasonable  hope  could 
be  entertained,  that  we  had  any  troops  who  could 
be  relied  on  to  make  a  resistance  as  desperate  as 
necessary,  in  an  isolated  building  which  could 
not  be  supported  by  a  sufficiency  of  troops  with- 
out ;  indeed  it  would  have  taken  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  troops  to  have  sufficiently  filled  the  two 
wings,  which  would  have  left  the  enemy  masters 
of  every  other  part  of  the  city,  and  given  him  the 
opportunity,  without  risk,  in  twenty-four  boors, 
to  have  starved  them  into  a  surrender.  The  same 
objection  cfqually  applied  to  the  occupation  of 
any  particular  part  of  the  city. 

6oth  these  sen tlemen  concurred  that  it  would 
aabjeet  the  whole  of  my  force  to  certain  capture 
or  destruction ;  and  in  its  reduced  and  exhausted 
condition  it  was  wise  and  proper  to  retire  through 
Georgetown,  and  take  post  in  the  rear  of  it,  on 
the  heights,  to  coUoet  my  foree.  I  accordingly 
pursued  this  course,  and  halted  at  Tenleytown, 
two  miles  north  of  Georgetown,  on  the  Frederick 
joad.  Here  was  evinced  one  of  the  ereat  defects 
of  all  undisciplined  and  unorganized  troops ;  no 
effort  could  rouse  the  men  to  the  exertion  neces- 
sary to  place  themselves  in  such  a  state  of  com- 
fort and  security  as  is  attainable,  even  under  very 
disadvantageous  circumstances.  Such  of  them 
as  could  be  halted,  instead  of  making  those  efforts, 
gaTo  themselves  up  to  the  uncontrolled  feelings 
which  fatiffUe,exhaustion^aad  privation  produced. 
and  many  hundreds,  in  fpite  of  all  precautions  and 
eflforts,  passed  on  and  pursued,  their  way,  either 
towards  home  or  in  search  of  refreshments  and 
quarters.  After  waiting  in  this  position  until  I 
supposed  I  collected  all  the  force  that  could  be 
gathered,.  I  proceeded  about  five  miles  further  on 


the  river  road,  which  leads  a  little  wide  to  the 
left  of  Montgomery  Courtrheuse,and  in  the  mora* 
ioggave  orders  for  the  whole  to  assemble  at  Mont* 
gomery  Court-house. 

This  positon  promised  us  shelter  from  the  rain 
that  begkn  to  iall  an  hour  before  day ;  was  the 
most  probable  place  for  the  supply  or  provisions, 
which  the  troops  very  much  needed ;  and  was  a 
position  from  which  we  could  best  interpose  be* 
tween  the  enemy  and  Baltimore,  and  to  which 
place,  at  that  time,  nobody  doubted  he  intended 
to  go  by  land  from  Washington. 

In  pursuance  of  this  view,  among  the  first  acts 
after  my  anival  at  Montgomery  Court-house, 
was,  to  direct  a  letter  to  General  Strieker,  who 
comB»anded  at  Baltimore,  informing  him  that  it 
W«s  my  intention  to  gather  my  lorce  together 
there,  receive  what  reinforeements  I  could,  show 
myself  to  the  enemy  as  strong  as  possible^  hang 
on  his  flank,  should  he  move  to  Baltimore,  intim" 
idate  and  harass  him  as  much  as  possible  in  his 
movements,  and  endeavor  always  to  preserve  the 
power  of  interposing  between  him  and  Baltimore ; 
directing  him  to  re-establish  the  dispersed  com- 
mand ofLieuleni^nt  Colonel  Sterret, multiplying 
his  9^ans  as  much  as  possible,  stop  all  reinforce* 
ments  of  militia  from  Maryland.  Pennsylvania, 
or  elsewhere,  and  present  himselr  to  the  enemy 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Patapsco,  in  as  imposing  a 
form  as  possible. 

This  leuer  I  sent  by  Captain  Aisqoith,  whoqi 
( found  at  Montgomery,  with  fifteen  or  twenty 
others,  the  only  part  of  the  Baltimore  deuchment 
which  had  not  returned  home. 

The  first  object  was,  in  the  absence  of  quarter* 
master  and  contractor,  u>  make  efforts  to  provide 
quartern  and  refreshments  for  my  men ;  a  few 
provisions  were  found  there,  belonging  to  the 
contractor,  and  a  person  temporarily  appointed  to 
issue,  and  the  most  active  men  of  tJM  place  called 
upon  and  authorized  to  get  in  provisions. 

The  next  object  was  to  obtain  a  return  of  the 
different  corps,  which,  from  causes  that  can  easily 
be  understood,  among  undisciplined  men  and  un* 
skilful  officers,  proved  abortive  before  we  moved 
next  day.  The  arrival  of  several  detachments  of 
reinforcements,  the  reports  of  officers  bringing  on 
detachments  who  wanted  orders  and  instructionS| 
and  the  multiplied  complaints  and  wants  of  men 
and  officers,  crowded  together  in  small  quarter^ 
or  entirely  out  of  doors  in  a  rainy,  tempestuoi^ 
day ;  the  calculations  and  arrangements  necessary 
for  ulterior  operations,  and  to  meet  the  demands 
and  wants  of  the  great  force  which  oiy  calls  were 
likely  to  produce,  may  be  supposed  to  have  been 
as  much  as  could  be  borne  by  the  attention  and 
efforts  of  one  man,  which  he  was  obliged  to  en- 
counter, for  the  want  of  a  skilful,  or  even  organ- 
ized staff  of  any  kind. 

No  regular  details  for  service  of  any  kind  cotdd 
be  performed,  and  all  the  duties  of  this  description 
were  necessarily  performed  by  the  voluntary  zeal 
of  those  corps  who  could  not  be  borne  down  or 
discouraged  oy  difficulties.  My  efforu  were  de- 
voted to  endeavor  to  prepare  the  detachment  to 
move  down  toward  the  city,  and  hang  upon  and 
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strike  at  the  enemy  wbeoerer  an  opportunity  oc- 
curred. The  next  morning,  however,  before  a  re- 
turn of  the  corps  could  be  bad,  and  their  situation 
known,  I  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
Jhad  moved  from  Washington  the  preceding  night, 
and  was  in  full  march  for  Baltimore.  I  instantly 
put  my  command  under  arms,  multiplied  and 
strengthened  my  patrols  to  gain  intelligence,  and 
advanced  as  rapidly  as  was  practicable  to  Balti- 
more. When  the  forces  arrived  at  Soell's  bridge, 
on  the  upper  branch  of  the  Patuxent,  I  had  con- 
cluded that,  if  the  enemy  was,  as  we  bad  had  still 
reason  to  believe,  proceeding  to  Baltimore,  that 
it  would  be  most  advisable  for  me  to  proceed  di* 
rectly  thither,  to  lend  the  whole  force  or  my  power, 
as  commander  of  the  district,  to  call  out  and 
brinff  into  activity  the  resources  of  the  place,  and 
also  oecause  it  was  likely  to  become  the  most  im- 
portant station  of  the  command.  I  accordingly 
left  the  command  with  Qeneral  Stansbury,  senior 
brigadier,  and  proceeded  that  night  to  Baltimore. 
On  the  road  I  met  an  express  from  Major  Gene- 
ral S.  Smith,  who  delivered  me  a  letter,  in  which 
he  informed  me  he  had  beea  called  out  into  ser- 
vice, and  had  assumed  the  command,  according 
to  his  rank ;  and  by  the  time  I  reached  Baltimore, 
I  also  learned  that  the  enemy  was  proceeding  to 
Marlborough,  and  not  toward  Baltimore. 

If  I  had  had  longer  time,  or  to  repeat  the  action 
of  Bladensburg,  I  could  correct  several  errors 
which  might  materially  have  affected  the  issue 
of  that  battle.  The  advanced  force  ought  to  have 
been  nearer  to  the  creek  along  the  edge  of  the  low 
ffround,  where  they  would  have  been  skirted  with 
DUshes,  and  have  avoided  the  inconvenience  of 
the  cover  which  the  orchard  afforded  the  enemy. 
The  edge  of  the  low  grounds  on  the  riffht  of  the 
road  ought  to  have  been  lined  with  musketry,  and 
a  battery  of  cannon  also  planted  in  the  field,  on 
the  right  of  the  road,  directly  fronting  the  bridge; 
and  if  Commodore  Barney's  heavy  artillery,  with 
his  more  expert  artillerists,  had  occupied  the  po- 
sition which  the  advanced  artillerists  did,  and 
these  posts  been  obstinately  defended,  the  enemy 
would  not  have  crossed  the  river  at  that  point, 
but  would  have  been  obliged  to  make  a  circuit 
round  to  his  right,  and  have  crossed  above,  and 
at  the  unper  end  of  the  town ;  or,  if  the  whole 
force  bad  been  posted  at  the  position  of  the  sec- 
ond line,  with  all  the  advantage  which  it  afibrded, 
and  have  acted  with  tolerable  firmness  and  cour^ 
age,  the  event  might  have  been  different ;  but  no 
advantage  of  position  is  proof  against  groundless 
panic  and  a  total  want  of  discipline,  skill,  and 
experience. 

On  the  ni^ht  of  my  retreat  to  the  city,  I  sent 
Assistant  Adjutant  Qeneral  Hite  down  to  General 
Young,  to  inform  him  of  the  movement,  and  to 
direct  him  to  take  the  best  position  to  secure  Fort 
Washington,  and  his  junction  with  me ;  or,  in 
case  the  enemy  should  interpose  between  him  and 
me,  tb  have  his  boats  ready  to  transport  his  men 
across  the  river  j  or,  if  he  could  not  do  that,  to  fall 
down  the  river,  and  unite  with  General  Stewart, 
and  harass  the  enemy  in  the  rearj  and,  above 
•11,  to  be  alert,  and  keep  a  vigilant  gnard  upon 


every  avenue  of  approach,  to  prereoi  a 
I  also  sent,  by  Major  Hite.  dirttiioajioi 


SDrpri^. 

manding  <>ffi'<^r  of  Pori  Washiip;;^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
a  guard  up  to  the  mam  load,  dmb  il  ifcp  JL? 
leading  to  the  fott;  and.io  thcewmofh^lSl; 
taken  in  the  rear  of  tdefort  by  ilie«myoW« 
up  the  fort,  and  retire  across  iberlm. 

The  distance  of  Geoeral  Young  nix^^j^ 
cessity  of  retaining  a  positioo  aetr  the  fort  tsC 
as  the  designs  of  the  enemjr  rcm»iB«l  PDeertiiif 
rendered  it  impossible  to  hare  the  ttisuaafl/ 
his  force  at  Bladensburg. 

There  was  not  a  bridge  oo  themiivbielit6e 
enemy  pursued,  from  hisdebarblinioWuk. 
ington,  the  destruction  of  whieiivMliWeR. 
tarded  his  advance  ten  mioutei  Ibelimii 
fact,  that  the  bridge  at  BladeosbBrg  iiihe  iJilf 
one,  and  the  facility  with  which  tbit  strean  b 
everywhere  fordable  above  the  bridge  Kodettl 
useless  the  destroying  it.  Indeed,  I  bdiereihi, 
had  artillery  been  posted  as  adriBttgeogsIf  u  it 
might  have  been,  and  well  serred,  tbe  bridp 
wonld  have  acted  as  a  decoy  toiheeaeof  told 
him  into  danger,  and  have  been  Qsefoi  to  ns. 

Those  who  have  that  happy  iatrepiditf  of » 
surancein  their  own  capacity  tosee  viihcmiiiiif, 
in  all  cases,  the  means  by  which  they  cooli/Jiire 
avoided  the  errors  of  others,  and  hfvikk  jiast 
calamities  might  always  bavebeeDiRried,vill  , 
find  my  condemnation  easy.   Those  the  are  do- 
posed  to  measure  difficulties  by  (he  limits  odiQ- 
man  capacity,  and  who  will  impntalty  place  ' 
themselves  in  my  situation,  will  find  it  iifficiltu 
decide  that  any  errors  have  been  cooniiicd  witei 
might  not  have  been  equalled  or  torpissedbfuf 
other  commander,  or  that  the  caUmiiiesviiid 
hav«  followed  could  have  been  tferted  or  si'  . 
tigated.  ' 

This  narrative  Is  accompanied  byaDip,witi  , 
explanations,   which  will  iaciliute  the  unio' 
sundingofit.  ' 

No.  8,  I 

BeporU  of  Generals  SUmbyry,  <9attk  Yms;, 
Dougkutf  and  Hmgerfords  CoM  M 
Minor,    Taylor,    Lavall,  and  Btd;  M)F  J 
PinkneyfOnd  daptaineBurchandCaiM  ^ 

Qeneral  Staosbnry'i  Report. 
Baltimohb,  Novtfober  15,  I81i 

By  general  orders  from  the  Wir  DepariaK^ 
of  the  20th  April,  1814,  Major  Genenl  iSa 
was  directed  to  draught  from  bis  difK*"* 
hold  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moffleai'ivvi^i  ' 
two  thousand  men,  officers  iocladed.         ,  j 

By  Major  General  Smith's  dirisioa  w«M  , 
the  29th  of  April,  I  was  directed  toftraisbjif 
draught,  from  my  brigade,  as  its  qaoit,oBe  ib»  | 
sand  of  this  requisition,  and  hold  ibeoiB^  i 
ness  to  march,  at  a  momeot's  wam^^^^ ' 
more,  for  its  defence.  The  first  of  M»r  ^  | 
orders  were  complied  with,  agreeably  w**"'*  j 
accompanying  said  drders.  .     ' 

On  the  ISih  of  July,  Major  Genenife'"*, 
sued  division  orders,  requiring  tbe qwwff.  "2, 
brigade,  tbe  11th,  and  from  the  dtftf^^"^,*! 
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march,  tod  rendezvoos  at  Baltimore.  My  orders 
were  inaed  oo  the  19th  }  the  troops  began  to  as- 
semble nn  the  24th,  aod  were  encamped  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  northward  of  the  city,  at  a  place 
called  Camp  Fairfield. 

Od  the  21  St  of  July,  by  Major  General  Smith. 
I  was  directed  to  take  charge  uf  this  brigade,  and 
commenced  preparing  for  tneir  reception.  Early 
Id  August,  General  Winder,  being  vested  with  the 
command  of  the  tenth  military  district,  superseded 
General  ISmith  in  the  command. 

On  Saturday,  August  the  20th,  about  one 
o|clock  P.  M.,  I  received,  by  express,  letter  No.  1, 
directing  me  to  move  down  with  ray  whole  force 
for  Washington. 

By  this  morning's  regimental  reports,  the  force, 
of  my  brigade,  then  in  camp,  appeared  as  follows : 
The  first  regiment,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ragan,  officers  included,  550;  second  regiment, 
under  Colonel  Shutz,  officers  also  included,  fit  for 
duljr,  80a 

I  immediately  issued  orders  for  wagons  to  be 
procured,  provisions  served  out.  tents  struck,  and 
everything  prepared  to  march  that  evening.  But 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  wagons  to  transport 
tents  and  camp  equipage  prevented  my  moving 
more  than  part  of  the  brigade  this  evening.  The 
residue  folio  wed  on  the  morning  of  the  21st.  The 
advance  partv  encamped  at  the  Stag  Tavern ;  the 
rear  three  miles  short  of  it,  on  the  evening  of  the 
21st.  * 

About  ten  o'clock  P.  M.  I  received  from  Gen- 
eral Winder,  by  express,  letter  No.  2,  dated  the 
21st  directing  me  to  halt  until  further  orders. 

August  22,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  received  from 
General  Winder  letter  No.  3,  dated  at  the  Wood- 
yard,  the  2l8t,  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  directing  me  to 
advance  with  all  speed  to  Bladenaburg.  In  coo- 
sequence  thereof,  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up 
immediately,  and  at  seven  P.  M.  we  arrived  at 
Bladensburg.  The  first  regiment  encamped  on 
the  hill  southeast,  the  second,  on  the  northeast  of 
the  town;  and,  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  23d, 
joined  the  first  regiment  on  Lowndes' Hill,  near 
Bladensburg.  About  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  received 
from  Gkneral  Winder  letter  No.  4.  dated  at  Head- 
quarters, Battalion  Old  Fields,  August  22.  con- 
uining  orders  to  march  my  brigade  (with  the 
troops  under  Colonel  Sterret,  if  they  had  joined 
me)  slowly  towards  Marlborough,  and  uke  a  po- 
sition on  the  road  not  far  from  that  place,  and 
that  he  would  join  me  some  time  that  day. 

The  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Sterret  had  not  joined  me,  nor  was  I 
certain  at  what  time  they  would  arrive.  The 
brigade  was  instantly  pot  in  motion,  and  the  march 
commenced  towards  Marlborough,  with  a  view 
of  complying  with  General  Winder's  orders.  I 
iramediaieiy  despatched  my  aid-de-camp.  Major 
Woodyear,  to  General  Winder,  to  communicate 
all  Che  information  which  he  might  require  as  to 
my  force;  to  receive  particular  orders  as  to  the 
position  1  should  take  in  the  vicinitj  of  Marlbo- 
rough :  add  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy.  After  pro- 
ceeding about  one  mile  on  the  road  to  Marlbo-, 


roQ^h,  I  met  Captain  Moses  Tabbs  riding  express 
to  inform  me  that  the  enemy,  with  their  whole 
force,  had  left  -  Marlborough,  and  were  on  their 
march  toward  me,  distant  about  six  miles.  This 
information  made  me  determine  to  avail  myself 
of  the  high  grounds  I  occupied  in  the  morning, 
to  which  I  immediately  returned,  and  made  the 
necessary  preparations  to  receive  the  enemy.  I 
directed  Captain  Tabbs  to  return  and  reconnoitre 
the  enemy,  and  give  me  every  information.  About 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  he  returned,  and  informed  me 
that  the  enemy,  on  leaving  Marlborough,  had  taken 
a  difierent  route.  Soon  after,  my  aid-de-camp) 
Major  Woodyear,  returned  from  General  Win* 
der,  and  informed  me  that  the  intelligence  I  had 
received  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  were,  in 
part,incorrect,and  that  General  Winder  wished  me 
to  encamp  on  the  direct  road  from  Bladensburg 
to  Marlborough,  at  about  seven  miles  distant  from 
the  latter  place.  The  Assistant  A<y otant  General, 
Major  Hite,  accompanied  Major  Woodjrear.  By 
letter  No.  4, 1  was  first  informed  that  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Sterret's  detachment,  consisting  of  ibe 
fifth  regiment,  abont  five  hundred  strong;  Major 
Pinkney's  rifle  battalion,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty ;  and  Captain  Myers's  and  Magruder's  com* 
panics  of  artillery,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
were  attached  to  my  command.  These  troope 
had  not  joined  me,  but  were  on  their  march.  1 
despatched  an  express  with  this  letter  to  Lieuten- 
ant  Colonel  Sterret,  as  soon  as  received,  requeat- 
ing  him  to  move  on  with  all  possible  expedition. 
About  sunset,  on  the  23d,  he  arrived  with  his 
command,  and  encamped  near  my  brigade.  The 
fatigued  situation  of  bis  troops  induced  me  to  halt 
for  the  night,  on  the  hill  near  Bladensburg,  with 
the  intention  of  moving  towards  Marlborough  at 
reveille^  on  the  24ih.  At  about  eight  o'clock  P. 
M.  a  militia  capuin,  who  resided  near  Bladens- 
burg, came  into  camp  attended  by  one  of  my  sen- 
tinels, and  informed  me  he  was  from  General 
Winder's  camp,  at  the  Battalion  Old  Fields;  that 
General  Winder  was  not  in  camp  when  he  left  it  $ 
and  that  it  was  apprehended  he  bad  been  taken 
prisoner ;  as  he  had  gone  out  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy,  and  had  not  returned :  that  a  detachment 
from  the  army  had  skirmiahed  that  day  with  the 
British ;  and  that  Bri^dier  General  Smith,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  had  taken  the  command 
of  the  army,  and  would  ceruinlv  join  me  in  the 
course  of  the  night.  At  about  eleven  o'clock  P. 
M.,'  the  Secretary  of  State,  Colonel  Monroe,  witli 
several  gentlemen,  came  to  my  tent ;  and,  as  well 
as  I  recollect.  Colonel  Monroe  observed  that  he 
was  from  Washington ;  that  be  bad  been  at,  or 
heard  from,  the  camp  of  General  Winder ;  that 
there  was  an  alarmmg  silence  with  respect  to 
General  Winder,  who  had  gone  out  to  reconnoi* 
tre  tbe  enemy,  and  had  not  been  heard  of;  and  it 
was  feared  he  was  taken :  that  General  Smith 
had,  by  persuasion,  taken  the  command ;  and  that 
they  would  move  towards,  and  join  him  before 
morning,  he  expected,  from  the  Battalion  Old 
Fields;  and  advised  vigilance  to  prevent  surprise. 
Soon  after  the  departure  of  Colonel  Monroe,  the 
advance  pickets,  on  the  road  by  which  we  expect- 
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ed  the  enemr,  and  which  wa»  the  4Ateti  one  from 
Ulariboroogb,  fired  ;  and,  in  a  few  moments,  my 
whole  eommand  waft  under  arms,  and  prepared 
for  action.  The  caralry,  under  Colonel  Tilgrh- 
man,  who  had  come  into  town  a  little  after  dark 
for  refreshments,  were  ordered  down  the  Marlbo- 
roogh  read,  except  Captain  Herbert,  with  his 
troop,  who  was  directed  to  push  down  the  road, 
Howard  the  Battalion  Old  Fields,  until  he  should 
fall  in  with  General  Winder's  army,  which  1  was 
confident  would  join  me  that  night. 

The  troops  were  under  arms  until  after  two 
o'clocic  A.  M.  of  the  84th,  when,  being  advised  by 
the  cavalry  that  the  enemy  were  not  near,  I  or- 
dered them  to  retire  to  their  tents,  bnt  to  be  ready 
to  torn  out  at  a  moment's  warning ;  and  strong 
.  pickets  gnards  were  placed  on  the  road  in  every 
direction.  Buppoeing  my  right  and  rear  covered 
ly  General  Winder's  force,  I  felt  no  apprehen- 
sions of  surprise  there;  and  no  expeciation  that 
the  enemy,  without  first  beating  General  Winder, 
could  approach  me,  either  by  ihe  Battalion  or 
river  road.  But,  about  half  after  two  o'clock  A. 
M.«  Major  Bates,  Assistant  Adjutant  (General  of 
militia,  came  to  me  from  Washington,  with  a 
.  mMsaffe  from  General  Winder,  informing  me 
that  (^neral  Winder  had  retreated  from  the  Bat- 
talion Old  Fields  into  the  City  of  Washington, 
across  the  bridge ;  which  he  had  ordered  to  be 
burnt ;  and  that  the  General  expected  I  would  re^ 
aist  the  enemy  as  lonf^  as  possible,  should  he  move 
against  me  in  that  direction.  Thus  was  my  ex- 
pectation of  security  from  the  Battalion  and  river 
roads  cut  ofi*,  my  right  flank  and  rear  uncovered, 
and  liable  to  be  attacked  and  turned,  without  the 
possibility  of  securing  it,  in  the  position  I  then 

I  insuntly  sent  for  Lieu  tenant  Colonel  Sterret, 
of  the  5th,  Major  Pinkney,  of  the  rifle  corps,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  R^Kp^o,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Shuts  being  present,  officers  in  whom  I  placed 
the  highest  confidence,  and  stated  to  them  the 
information  and  orders  I  had  just  received  from 
General  Winder,  and  our  situation  with  respect 
to  the  enemy;  they  were  unanimous  in  opinion 
that  our  situation  on  that  hill  could  not  be  de- 
fended with  the  force  then  under  my  eommand, 
worn  down  with  hunger  and  fatigue  as  ther  were, 
and  that  it  was  Indispensably  necessary,  for  the 
aecurity  of  the  army,  that  we  should  immediately 
retire  across  the  bridge  of  Bladensborg,  and  take 
a  position  on  the  road  between  Bladensburg  and 
the  city,  which  we  could  defend.  Colonel  Tilgh- 
dftan  of  the  cavalry  observed  he  thought  we  had 
90  time  to  lose.  In  this  opinion  I  perfectly  coin- 
cided. Orders  were  instantly  given  to  strike  tents, 
and  prepare  to  march,  and  in  about  thirty  min- 
utes, without  noise  or  confusion,  the  whole  were 
in  motion,  and,  about  half  past  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  passed  the  bridge  at  Bladensborg 
leading  to  the  City  of  Washington.  Securing 
onr  rear  from  surprise,  we  halted  in  the  road  until 
the  approach  of  day,  with  a  view  of  finding  some 
place  where  water  could  be  had,  in  order  that  the 
men  might  cook  their  provisions,  and  refresh 
'    themselves  for  a  few  moments.    The  provisions 


consisted  of  salt  beef  of  an  inferior  qumiity,  the 
flour  old  and  musty.    At  da^rlight,  I  moved  on 
to  the  foot  of  a  hill  near  a  brickyard,  and  there 
ordered  the  troops  to  refresh  themseives.    This 
was  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Bladensborg. 
Early  in  the  morning,  I  hiad  despatched  Major 
Wood  year  to  Washington,   to  inform  General 
Winder  of  my  movements  and  sitaation;  of  the 
exhausted  state  of  the  troopa,  and  the  impmcciet- 
bility  of  their  meeting  the  enemy,  in  their  pnseot 
fatigued  state,  with  any  prospect  of  saeeess,  on- 
less  reinforced.    I  rode  to  the  top  of  die  bill  to 
examine   the  country.     Go    my  deseeadinf  it 
again,  a  note  was  presented  to  me,  hyiaexffess 
from   General  Winder,  dated    at    Wishio|iaa, 
(written  I  presume  without  a  knowledge  of  my 
movements,)  directing  me  to  oppose  the  enemy, 
as  long  as  I  could,  should  he  attempt  a  passage 
by  the  way  of  Bladensburg.     This  note  I  have 
mislaid. 

I  called  a  counc  il  of  war,  consisting  of  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Sterret  and  Ragan,  and  Major  Pinkney. 
I  laid  the  letter  before  them.   Colonel  Sterret  ob- 
served, that  he  marched  from  Baltimore  with  a  de- 
termination to  defend  the  city;  that  his  men,  the 
day  before,  by  a  forced  march  from  the  Back 
tavern,  or  Snowdep's,  reached  Bladenshnig  with- 
out halting  to  cook ;  that  they  had  been  raderarms 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  night,  wfibont  any  sleep 
or  food ;  that  Major  Pinkney's  riflemen,  and  the 
two  companiesof  artillery,  were  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  and  that  they  were  so  completely  wotudowa 
and  exhausted,  that  he  should  consider  it  a  satti- 
ficeof  both  officers  and  men,  to  seek  the  enemy  at 
any  considerable  distance  from  General  Winder's 
force,  as  no  good  could  result  therefrom.    Major 
Pinkney  and  Colonel  Ragan  erpressed  themtelrcs 
to  the  same  eflect;  and,  with   Colonel  Sterret, 
urged  the  pro|>riely  of  moving  farther  on  the  road 
towards  the  city,  with  a  view  of  taking  a  stand  oa 
some  more  favorable  ground  for  defeaee,  with  a 
better  prospect  of  being  joined  by  the  forces  under 
General  Winder;  and  expressed  their wUliBfaess 
to  give  their  opinions  in  writing,    f  could  not  \ni 
admit  the  correctness  of  their  views,  and  otderei 
the  wagons  to  move  on  slowly  towards  the  city ; 
intending  to  follow  on  with  the  troops. 

At  this  moment,  Major  Woodyear  returned 
from  Washington,  with  positive  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Winder  to  give  the  enemy  battle  at  Bladeas- 
burg,  should  he  move  that  way,  and  that  he  wodf 
join  me  if  necessary. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  troops  to  remeec^r 
steps  to  Bladensburg,  determined  to  maintain^  \i 
possible,  the  ground,  at  all  hazards. 

On  arriving  in  the  orchard  near  the  aHi,  I  di- 
rected the  artillery  to  post  themselves  behind  a 
small  breastwork  of  dirt,  that  lately  had  beca 
thrown  up  by  Colonel  Wadsworth.  This  battsy^ 
commanded  the  pass  into  Bladensbnr;^  CLad  df 
bridge  southwesterly  of  the  town.  Oar  zitiUaf 
consisted  of  six  six-pounders;  Major  PiaAsey^s 
battalion  of  riflemen  on  their  right,  under  cover 
of  the  town  and  bushes,  also  comman&itf  the 
pass  by  the  bridge;  two  companies  from  1A«\l* 
tenant  Colonel  Shutz's  regiment,  nnder  tka  com- 
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mand  of  GapminsDncker  and  Oorsaoh)  aeting^  as 
riflemen,  although  princtpally  armed  with  mus- 
kets, on  the  left  of  the  artillery,  near  and  protected 
by  the  barn,  intended  to  defend  the  road  lieadiog 
by  the  miU  on  the  left  of  the  battery  into  (he  field ; 
Colonel  Sterret?fl  regiment  was  halted  in  the 
orchard,  on  the  right  and  in  the  rear,  and  the 
regiments  of  Colonels  Ragan  and  Shutz  were 
also  halted  in  the  orchard  in  the  rear,  and  on  the 
left  flank  near  the  creek.  My  intentions  were, 
that  they  should  remain  here  to  refresh  them- 
selves as  long  as  possible,  and  as  soon  as  the 
enemy  appeared,  to  form  Colonel  Sterret'a  regi^ 
ment  (in  whom  I  placed  great  eonfidence)  oa  the 
right,  their  left  resting  on  and  supporting  the 
right  of  Major  Pinkney's  riflemen^  in  view  of  the 
bridge,  and  froatii|g  the  road,  along  which  ran  a 
fence,  and  act  as  oceasion  should  require.  Col« 
onels  Ragaa's  and  Shotz's  regiments  were  to  be 
drawn  up  in  echellott)  their  right  resting  on  the 
left  of  Captains  Dueker^s  and  Gorsuch's  rifle 
companies,  in  order  to  prerent  the  enemy  from 
pressing  and  turning  our  left,liq>iag  that  General 
Winder  would  join  me  before  the  battle  would 
commence,  and  ooaapy  the  ground  in  my  rear,  a» 
a  second  line. 

About  eleven  o'cleek,  A.  M^  I  was  informed  by 
a  dragoon  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall,  chat  he 
was  on  the  road  from  Annapolis  to  Biadeasburg, 
with  about  ettht  hnadred  men,  distant  from  me 
about  five,  miles,  and  wished  to  know  the  disunoe 
and  situation  of  the  enemy.  I  directed  the  dra- 
goon to  retnm  and  inform' him  that  I  had  that 
moment  received  information  that  the  British, 
with  their  whole  force,  were  approaching  Bta- 
dentburg  by  the  river  road,  and  that  they  were 
only  three  and  a  half  miles  distaal^  and  advised 
the  Colonel  to  file  off  to  his  right,  and  cross  above 
Bladeosburs,  to  fall  into  an  old  road,  which  I 
Qoderstoodled  to  our  left  towards  Washington ; 
aifed  take  a  position  oa  the  higlk  groands,  north 
and  northwest  of  Biadeasburgj  whiok  would  oom* 
pletely  pvolest  my  left  by  pmveating  the  enemy 
from  out-iaaking  us  that  way,  and  force  their 
main  hodf  across  the  bridge,  in  the  lace  of  my 
artillery  and  riflemen  oa  the  main  road,  and  ex- 
pose them  to  the  fire  of  the  fifth  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Sterret,  who  would  be  protected  by  the 
fence. 

This  advice  it  appeared  Colonel  Beall  only 
took  in  part  I  presume  from  an  anxious  wish  to 
place  himself  between  the  enemy  and  the  city. 
He  sent  his  baggage  off  to  the  right,  and  with  his 
troops  passed  the  bridge  .at  Bladensburg,  about 
thirty  miautea  before  the  enemfr  appeared  on  Mr. 
Lowndes'  hill,  and  took  his  station  on  the  hill,  as 
I  was  informed,  near  the  brick  kiln  where  we 
halted  in  the  morning,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
in  my  rear,  and  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to 
the  city.  About  meridian,  the  enemy  could 
clearly  be  seen  making  towards  us  by  the  river 
road. 

While  I  was  giving  some  directions  to  the  artil- 
lery, I  found  Lieutenant  Colonels  Regan's  and 
Shatz's  regiments  had  been  moved  from  the  place 
where  1  had  autioned  them,  and  marched  out  of 


the  OTchard  up  the  hill,  and  formed  in  order  of 
battie*abeut  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  abore 
the  orchard,  and  upwards  of  five  hundred  yards 
ill  the  rear  of  the  artillery  and  riflemen.  Thus 
uacbrered  by  the  trees  of  the  orchard,  their  situ- 
ation and  numbers  were  clearly  seen  by  the 
enemy  from  Lowndes'  hill,  and  the  flanks  of  the 
artillery  and  riflemen  unprotected,  and  laid  liable 
to  be  turned,  our  main  body  behig  placed  too  far 
off  to  render  them  any  aid.  On  riding  up  the  hill 
to  know  who  had  ordered  this  morement,  I  was 
informed  that  Greneral  Winder  was  on  theground. 
At  this  time  I  met  with  Brigadier  General  Smith, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  some  couTersa* 
tion  took  place  between  us  respecting  the  order  of 
battle  and  senit^rity ;  the  particulars  I  do  not  re- 
collect. I  imtnediately  rode  to  the  mill,  where  I 
understood  General  Winder  was,  and  found  him 
reeonnoiteriog  the  position  of  the  enemy.  While 
in  conversation  wiin  him,  the  fifth  regiment  waa 
taken  out  of  the  orchard,  marched  up  the  hill,  and 
stationed  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Shutz's  regiment) 
that  of  Cdonel  Regan's  being  on  the  right,  its 
right  resting  on  the  main  road  |  but,  as  I  before 
obserred,  the  whole  at  so  great  a  distance  from 
the  artillery  and  riflemen,  that  they  had  to  con* 
tend  with  the  whale  British  force,  and  so  much 
exposed,  that  it  has  been  a  cause  of  astonishment 
they  preserved  their  ground  so  long,  and  ulti« 
mately  succeeded  in  retreating.  Whose  plan  this 
was,  I  know  not;  it  was  not  mine;  nor  did  it 
meet  with  my  approbation ;  but  findiiM  a  superior 
officer  on  the  ground,  I  coneladed  he  had  ordered 
it,  consequently  did  not  interfere.  General  Winder 
asked  me  where  I  meant  to  take  my  smtioa  ?  I 
answered,  about  the  centre  of  my  brisfade.  He  said 
he  would  take  his  on  the  left  of  the  fifth  regiment. 
General  Winder  was  egctremely  active  ia  ffiving 
directions  and  in  encouraging  the  men.  I  took 
my  station  in  the  centre  of  Colonels  Ragan^  and 
Shutz's  regiments,  but  oecasioaally  rode  along 
the  line,  encouraging  the  men,  and  ffiTing  ordeia 
to  the  ofltoen.  Major  Woadyear  I  directed  to 
keep  with  the  left  of  Colonel  Shutz's  regiment, 
to  cheer  ap  the  men,  and  assist  the  ofiieers»  Major 
Randall  rode  with  me.  Sooa  after,  the  actton 
commenced  by  the  artillery  and  riflemen  at  the 
battery.  The  fiire  of  the  ai<tillery  had  mat  effect, 
and  evidently  produced  coafusioo  in  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  who  took  shelter  behind  a  warehouse, 
from  whence  they  fired  rockets  f  but  a  few  well 
directed  shots  drore  them  from  this  position.  A 
flanking  party,  concealed  by  the  banks  and  bushes, 
pushed  up  the  river  to  turn  oar  left,  whilst  a 
strong  force  attempted  the  bridge ;  but  the  inces* 
saot  and  well  directed  fire  from  our  artillery  and 
riflemen  at  the  battery  occasioned  evident  con- 
fusion amongst  their  ranks,  so  much  so,  that  their 
officers  could  be  seen  actively  engaged  preventing 
their  retreating,  and  pushing  them  on  to  the  bridaes 
and  here  I  think  the  enemy  suffered  considerably. 
At  length  they  succeeded  in  passing  the  bridge  in 
small  parties,  at  full  speed,  which  formed  after 
crossing.  I  had  ordered  forty  horsemen  with  axes, 
to  cut  away  this  bridge  before  the  near  approach 
of  the  enemy,  and  saw  them  with  thei<  axes* 
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Why  this  order  was  not  executed,  I  never  eoold 
learn.  It  is  certain  the  enemy  could  have  fbrded 
the  stream  above;  but  I  considered  it  would,  in 
some  degree,  impede  their  progress,  and  give  our 
artillery  and  riflemen  more  time  and  opportunity 
to  act  with  effect  against  them. 

The  artillery  under  the  command  of  Capuin 
Myer  and  Magruder,  and  the  riflemen,  the  whole 
under  ihe  command  of  Major  Pinkney,  behaved 
in  the  most  gallant  manner;  (this  gallant  ofiBicer 
in  the  course  of  the  action  was  severely  wounded) 
but  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  he  moved,  compelled  them  to 
retire;  but  one  of  the  pieces  was  lost,  and  this 
was  rendered  barmless  before  it  was  abandoned. 

The  enemy  took  every  advantage  of  the  cover 
afibrded  them  by  the  trees  of  the  orchard,  and 
their  light  troops  from  thence  kept  up  a  galling 
fire  on  our  line.  On  this  party,  when  advanced 
nearer,  the  fifth  regiment,  under  Colonel  Sterret, 
opened  a  steady  and  well  directed  fire,  which  was 
followed  by  tbe  fire  from  the  right,  and  ulti- 
mately from  our  centre,  when  the  firiug  on  both 
aided  became  general.  Alier  a  few  rounds,  the 
troops  on  the  right  began  to  break.  I  rode  along  the 
line,  and  gave  orders  to  the  officers  to  cut  down 
those  who  attempted  to  fly,  and  suffer  no  man  to 
leave  the  lines.  On  arriving  at  the  left  of  the 
centre  regiment,  I  found  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Shuis's  and  Ragan'«t  regiments  fled  in  disorder, 
Dotwitlistanding  the  extraordinary  exertions  of 
their,  officers  to  prevent  it.  On  the  left,  i  soon 
after  discovered  a  part  of  the  filiti  regiment  giving 
way,  and  that  excellent  officer  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Sterret,  with  those  under  him,  most  actively 
engaged  forming  them  again*  Soon  after,  the 
retreat  became  general,  and  all  attempts  to  rally 
them,  and  make  a  second  stand,  were  fruitless. 
With  a  body  of  United  States'  cavalry,  I  endea* 
rored  to  protect  the  rear  and  right  of  the  retreat- 
ing men,  so  as-  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
enemy's  possession. 

The  men  under', my  command  were  worn 
down  and  nearly  exhausted  from  long  and  forced 
marches,  want  of  food,  and  watching.  They  had 
been,  with  very  little  intermission,  under  arms 
and  marching  from  the  time  of  their  departure 
from  Baltimore,  with  but  little  sleep,  bad  pro? is* 
ions,  and  but  little  opportunity  to  cook.  They 
certainly  were  not  in  a  situation  to  go  into  battle; 
but  my  orders  were  positive,  and  1  was  deter- 
mined to  obey  them. 

Before  and  during  the  action,  I  did  not  see  any 
of  the  force  I  was  led  to  expect  would  support 
me.  I  understood  since,  they  were  on  their  way 
to  my  assistance,  and  I  presume  exertions  were 
made  to  bring  them  up. 

Before  and  during  the  retreat,  I  heard  the 
thunder  of  Commodore  Barney's  artillery ;  but 
till  then  I  did  not  know  he  was  near.  I  believe 
there  were  few  if  any  other  troops  in  the  field 
when  the  action  commenced^  than  the  three  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  under  Lieutenant  Colonels 
Sterret,  Ragan,  and  Sbuiz,  Major  Pinkney's  bat- 
talion of  riflemen,  Captains  Myer's  and  Magru- 
der's  companies  of  artillery,  amounting  to  about 


two  thousand  one  himdtedaiid%,exclo,iMrf 
two  regiments  of  cavalry,  who  did  doc  ict 

General  Winder,  on  fhe  field  of  WiiMiipliFed 
all  possible  zeal,  activity,  and  pewHal  C^7 
in  encouraging  the  men  to  fifhi,iBd|[to  th« 
broke,  in  his  exertions  to  rally  ibea.         " 

1  saw  the  President  and  some  of  ibeHeidj  of 
Departments  in  the  field,  but  did  not  petteimW 
any  of  them  took  any  part  in  the  mmm 
made  for  battle.  Colonel  Monroe,  the  th^  Sec- 
retary of  State,  appeared  extremelf  icijre  jg  4i$ 
efforts  to  aid  the  officers  in  the  disekuieof  (kir 
duties,  and  exposed  himself  to  muekdtinr. 

To  my  aid-de-c4mp.  Major  EdiniiQ.^QQi. 
year,  and  my  acting  Brigade  Msjor,UiiiRB(ili 
Kandail,  I  am  much  indebted  for  their  URaiuei 
exertions  in  encouraging  the  lAeo  beiote  ui 
during  the  action,  and  the  zeal  displayed  bftlin 
in  their  attempts  to  keep  the  ranb  DBbrokeD,ud    j 
to  rally  the  men,  in  which  they  is  some  di^ee 
succeeded  ;  for  the  company  of  Cipuis  Gilli* 
way,  and  part  of  Shower's  and  Raodill't  vm 
rallied,  and  were  among  the  last  udojb  vbo 
left  the  field,  and  did  not  retreat  until  dimted; 
some  of  them  were  killed,  and  seTenl  lererelf 
wounded. 

On  arriving  at  the  city,  with  pirtofCoIoiKl 
Lavili's  United  States'  cavalry  coren>f  die  re- 
treat, and  collecting  the  rear  of  oor  seailered 
troops,  I  found  General  Winder't  comniDd  had 
passed  through  it  towards  Geotgetova.  I  pro- 
ceeded there,  and  then  followed  toaTiUi{(i(ev 
miles  beyond  it,  where  I  overtook  him viihusopa 
collecting  under  his  command,  and  kkdc of ihw 
of  my  brigade.  The  army  tfaeoee  proceeded  u 
Montgomery  Courthouse  on  the  25th  of  Aa^ 
where  it  was  hourly  reinforced  by  tiiosevSiollei 
from  the  field. 

As  there  had  been  no  place  assi^  by  ilie 
Commanding  General,  previous  to  ilie  aeiioB,  lo 
which  the  men  should  retreat  in  caseof  i^aIi 
manv  of  those  under  my  iamediatt  eoasaad 
had  fled  from  the  field  towards  Baltinote. 

On  the  25th  I  directed  my  aid,  Mijof  Wood- 
year,  to  push  on  from  Montgomery  Coanhove 
to  that  place,  organize  the  diaoffhted  aa^iH 
bring  them  on  to  any  point  that  Geoertl  Wiw 
should  direct.  . 

On  Friday,  August  26th,  at  aboct  10  imw 
A.  M.,  we  took  op  the  line  of  mareh  (roaMot|- 
gomery  Courthouse,  on  the  road  Itadiag  Vi» 
timore,  with  the  United  States'  infaBtfy,!^ 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott;  Major Peteijy 
artillery;  General  Smith's  brigade  of  Di^^^ 
troops;  the  regiment  of  militia  [tomh»^ 
and  Ann  Arundel,  couuty,  commanded  fcfW* 
tenant  Colonels  Beall  and  Hood;  soBienfiefflH 
from  Frederick,  Alleghany,  and  other  pacwi* 
large  body  of  cavalry,  and' part  of  mywigides 
draughted  militia— a  force  respectable  as  to  ass- 
hers  and  appeamnce — and  that  night  eaca^ 
about  half  way  between  Montgomery Cowt**^ 
and  EUieott's  upper  mills.  General  Wi»«f»' 
ing  received-  some  information  xts^ 
enemy,  indicating  intentions  of  mori<f 'S^V 
Baltimore,  concluded  his  presence  lieievts 
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disp«D8a1)le.  He  set  out  for  that  place,  leaving 
me  ia  command  of  the  army,  with  directions  to 
follow  him  in  the  morning.  Colonel  Monroe 
was  with  us. 

Daring  this  night  several  expresses  arrived  from 
the  City  of  Washington,  by  whom  I  was  informed 
of  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  said  to  be  in  saeh 
haste  and  confusion  that  many  of  their  soldiers 
were  straggling  about  in  ere ry  direction ;  that 
the  main  army,  after  reaching  Bladensburg,  had 
taken  the  road  to  Marlborough,  leaving  their 
wounded.    I  ordered  the  cavalry  to  follow  them, 
harass  their  rear,  and  pick  up  the  stragglers.   Re- 
ports from  Qeorsetown  and  the  city  reached  me, 
that  the  arms  of  many  of  the  enemy  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  blacks,  and  it  was  appre- 
hended that  they  would  uke  advantage  or  the 
absence  of  the  men  to  insult  the  females,  and 
complete  the  work  of  destruction  commenced  by 
the  enemy;  and  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
Brigadier  General  Smith  and  Major  Peter,  who 
expressed  much  anxiety  respecting  their  families, 
and  considering  it  ail  important  to  prevent  fur- 
ther injury  to  the  city^  I  ordered  the  troops  of 
theDistrict  of  Columbia  to  move  thither  for  its 
protection. 

Having  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
treated to  their  shipping,  I  ordered  the  Prince 
George's  troops  down  to  Bladensburg,  and  those 
under  the  command  of  Lieu  tenant  Colonels  Beall 
and  Hood  to  remain  encamped  on  the  ground  then 
occupied,  until  they  had  orders  from  General 
Winder]  and  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  with 
the  United  States'  infantry,  my  brigade,  and  part 
of  Colonel  Lavall's  cavalry,  marched  for  Balti- 
more in  a  very  heavy  rain.  On  my  arrival  there 
in  the  evening,  I  watted  on  General  Wimler,  and 
detailed  to  hini  what  I  had  done  since  he  left  me, 
with  which  he  appeared  well  pleased. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  must  observe  that  Major 
Piokney,  with  most  of  his  battalion,  and  part  of 
the  two  companies  of  artillery^  retired  from  their 
advanced  position  to  the  left  of  the  fifth  regiment, 
and  with  that  regiment  continued  to  behave  with 
that  gallantry  which  had  distinguished  them  in 
the  onset,  and  only  retired  when  pressed  by  supe- 
rior numbers,  and  then,  as  I  am  informed,  by  or- 
ders from  the  Commanding  General. 

TOBIAS  B.  STANSBURY. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Jobuboh,  CSunmum^  ^c 


GenenU  W.  amiih^t  Statemeta. 
Camp,  WASBmoroif,  October  6, 1814. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained 
in  your  favor  of  the  28th  ultimo,  enelosiuff  a  copy 
of  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  appointing 
a  committee  to  investigate  the  causes  which  led 
CO  the  success  of  the  enemy,  in  his  late  enterprise 
against  this  city,  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to 
submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee, 
the  following  detailed  report,  as  connected  with 
the  ioquiry,  and  embracing,  as  you  wish,  a  view 
of  the  numbers,  the  movements,  the  conduct,  and 
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disposition  of  the  troops  of  Washington  and 
Georgetown,  under  my  command,  from  the  pe- 
riod they  were  called  into  service,  until  the^  24th 
of  August,  the  disastrous  day  of  battle  at  Bla- 
densburg, together  with  such  facts  and  circum- 
sunces  relative  to  the  subject  as  present  them- ' 
selves. 

Late  at  night  on  the  IStb  August,  I  received 
orde^  to  call  out  the  whole  of  the  brigade  under 
my  command,  to  rendezvous  on  the  evening  of 
the  following  day  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  in 
Washington,  and  to  report  to  General  Winder. 
The  troops  assembled  according  to  orders,  but 
being  deficient  in  many  essential  supplies  for  ac- 
tual service,  were,  after  an  inspection,  dismissed 
until  the  ensuing  morning,  the  20th,  when  every^ 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  officers  being  made  to 
perfect  their  equipment,  they  moved  off  from  the 
Uapitol  about  3  P.  M.,  crossed  the  Eastern  Branch, 
and  halted  four  miles  therefrom,  on  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Nottingham.    They  were  here  overtaken 
by  the  baggage,  when  it  was  ascertained  there 
was  a  great  deficiency  of  necessary  camp  equi- 
page, the  public  stores  being-exhausted ;  many  of 
the  troops  were  compelled  to  lay  out  in  the  open 
field ;  and  of  the  essential  article  of  flints,  upon 
a  requisition  of  one  thousand,  only  two  hundred 
could  be  had.    Means  were  itnmediately  adopted 
to  supply  the  latter  defect  from  private  resources; 
the  former  was  never  accomplished.    On  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  21st,  the  militia  companies 
deficient  in  numbers  were  consolidated,  and  the 
supemumerarv  officers  detached  to  bring  up  de- 
linquents.   The  force  on  the  ground  amounted 
to  about  one  thousand  and  seventy,  comprised 
into  two  reeiments,  commanded  by  Colonels  Ma- 
gruder  and  Brent,  and  consisting  of  the  following 
description  of  troops:  two  companies  of  artillery, 
twelve  six  pounders,  and  t«7o  hundred  and  ten 
men ;  two  companies  of  riflemen,  nominally,  but 
armed  with  muskets,  the  Secretary  of  War  hav- 
ing declined  or  refused  to  furnish  rifles,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  men;  one  company  of  grena- 
diers, fortv  men;  and  ^ve  companies  of  light 
iDfaliU|r,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  all 
about  SIX  hundred  and  seventy  of  volunteers,  the 
residue  common  militia.    Having  here  done  all 
that  could  be  done  for  the  organization  of  the 
troops,  and  to  enable  them  to  move  with  celerity, 
they  were,  according  to  previous  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Winder,  put  in  motion,  and  after  a  hot  and 
fatiguing  march,  encamped  that  evening  after 
dusk  near  the  Woodyard.    At  this  place  ffound 
the   United  States'  30th  regiment,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Scott,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty 
strong,  and  a  squadron   of  cavalrjf.  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghman;  the 
latter  soob  after  mov«d  off  to  reconnoitre  on  the 
different  roads  between  the  Woodyard,  Marlbor- 
ough, and  Nottingham.    While  the  troops  were 
occupying  the  gronnd,  i  received  a  message  from 
Genenl  Winder,  then  at  the  Woodyard,  request- 
ing an  interview  at  his  quarters;  after  which  I 
returned  to  camp  at  9  o'clock,  and  again,  at  his 
request,  joined  him  at  12,  where  Colonel  Monroe 
soon  after  arrived  with  the  inteUigence  of  the  ar- 
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rival  at  NotiiDgbara,  (distant  about  twelve  miles) 
of  the  enemy,  io  considerable  force,  botb  by  laocl 
and  water.    I  received  orders  immediatply  to  re- 
turn to  camp  aod  hold  the  troops  in  readiness  to 
march  at  the  shortest  notice,  and  was  instructed 
by  General  Winder  to  direct,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Scott,  of  the  36ih  United  States'  regiment,  to  get 
his  men  immediately  under  arms,  and  to  march 
according  to  orders  previously  given   him.     I 
reached  the  camp  about  iwo  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  the 
troops  were  roused,  the  tents  struck,  the  baggage 
wagons  loaded,  and  the  men  got  immediately  un- 
der arms,  and  so  remained  until  sunrise  the  22d, 
when  General  Winder  arrived  and  directed  an 
advanced  corps  to  be  formed  and  march  immedi- 
ately, to  consist  of  about  three  hundred  men,  ar- 
tillerists aod  infaotrv.    This  was  promptly  done, 
aod  placed  under  the  direction  of  Major  Peter, 
eonsistiog  of  bis  own  artillery,  Cantaiii  David- 
soa's  light  infantry,  and  Captain  StulPs  ride  corps, 
armed  with  muskets.    Tbey  moved  immediately 
on  the  road  to  Nottingham,  and  were  soon  after 
followed  by  the  main  body  to  support  them.   Ma- 
jor Peter  with  the  advance  corps  moved  on  for 
four  or  live  miles,  when  he  fell  in  with  Colonel 
Lavall's  cavalry,  a  part  of  Colonel  Tilghman's, 
aod  the  36ih  United  States'  regiment,  retiring. 
The  troops  were  halted,  and  a  posiiiiun  taken  to 
repel  the  enemy,  cow  rapidly  approaching.  Gen- 
eral Winder  here  joined  our  troops,  aod  soon  af- 
ter, orders  were  given  lo  fall  back,  which  was 
done.    The  main  body  bad  meanwhile  arrived 
at  a  position  within  two  miles  of  the  advance, 
where  they  found  the  marine  corps,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Miller,  with  five  pieces  of 
heavy  artillery,  judiciously  posted. 

This  position  not  being  deemed  favorable  for 
the  infantry,  they  were  directed  to  rest  on  their 
arms,  whilst  I  rode  briskly  forward  to  discover 
one  more  adapted  to  them ;  but  none  presented,  ex- 
cept for  light  troops,  a  body  of  which  was  thrown 
in  advance  into  the  woods, and  the  residue  of  the 
troops  disposed  of  to  act  according  to  circumstan- 
ces. Here  we  received  advice,  about  11  o'clock, 
of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  and  of  the  retiring 
of  our  troops,  and  immediately  after,  orders  from 
General  WiiHler  to  send  off  the  baggage  from 
where  it  had  been  left  in  the  morning,  to  the 
'^Long  Old  Fields,"  and  for  the  troops  to  retire 
fclowly  upon  the  same  road.  About  this  time, 
successive  heavy  explosions  from  the  direction  of 
Marlborough,  announced  the  destruction  of  Com- 
modore Barney's  flotilla,  which  was  known  to  be 
ID  that  vicinity,  and  also  that  this  course  would 
be  adopted,  should  the  enemy  approach  in  such 
force,  by  land  and  water,  as  to  render  the  resist- 
ance unavailing.  It  was  hence  inferred,  that  the 
enemy  had  ascended  the  Patuxent  in  force,  that  a 
column  of  troops  had  co-operated,  by  taking  the 
road  in  that  direction,  which  was  soon  a ftt^ wards 
confirmed;  and  with  the  advices  subsequently, 
that  the  whole  of  their  army  had  filed  off  on  that 
road,  and  taken  possession  of  Marlborough.  Our 
troops  baited,  and  assembled  at  the  fork  of  the 
road$,  on  this  side  of  the  Woodyard,  one  of  which 
leads  to  Marlborough,  the  other  tp  this  place* 


We  here  fell  in  with  Commodore  Barney  and  his 
sailors,  and  after  a  short  rest  the  whole  moved  oo, 
and  about  4  P.  M.  arrived  at  the  Long  Old  Fields. 
Here,  pursuant  to  directions  from  General  Win- 
der, I  assumed   the  command  of  the  aa9«mbled 
forces,  those  of  Commodore  Barney  exceptrd,  con- 
sisting now  of  the  fullowins  troops,  viz;  DbUict 
volunteers  aod  militia,  one  itiousaod  and  ^evenly; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scoii':»  36ih  Uoiied  Sitk&' 
regiment,  three   hundred   and    fifty  }  Lieuteoaot 
Colonel  Kramer's  battalion  of  draughie<f  mi/iiia. 
two   hundred   and   forty ;  and    Major  Warin^'s 
battalion  of  Prince  George's    militia,  about  ooe 
hundred  and  fifty  ;  total  about  eighteen  huedrcd 
men.    An  encampment  was  formed  for  the  a\^^ 
and  such  positions  taken  as  were   best  caicuuticd 
to  resist  a  night  attack ;  the  cavalry  being  alrtaiij 
stationed  in  advance,  in  the  different  roads  lad- 
ing to  Marlborough,  with  orders  to  keep  patrollisg 
parties  constantly  upon  theeoeoiy's  quarters, aod 
to  advise  of  all  his  mo veihents.     Tbe  troope  being 
greatly  fatigued,  sought  in  sleep  ikat  repose  thef 
80  much  wanted ;  in  this  they  were  di?4ippoioted: 
an  alarm  gun  aroused  them  about  2  o'clock  in  ike 
morning  of  the  23d;  they  were  quickly  furmed 
in  front  of  their  encampmeut,  and  dispositiooi 
made  to  me^et  and  repel  tbe  expected  atuei,  but 
in  a  short  time  it  was  ascertained  to  be  a  faise 
alarm,  aod  tbe  troops  were  dismissed,  imi  with. 
orders  to  hold  themselves  ready^  for  their  posts  at 
a  moment's  warning.    At  daylight  General  Wia- 
der  gave  orders  to  have  the  tents  strack,and  the 
baggage  wagons  loaded,  and  that  the  whole  should 
be   ready  to   move  iu  one   hour.     Those  otdeta 
were  complied  with,  with  all  possible  expedition. 
Shortly  after,  the  troops  were  got  under  arms, 
and  were  joined  by  another  small  detachmeat  of 
Prince  George's  militia,  under  tbe  command  of 
Major  Maynardi  about  one   hundred  and  fifty. 
'The  whole  were  held  ready  to  move  aecordiog  to 
orders.    About   this  time  I  received  directions 
from  General  Winder  to  have  formed  aoadraoce 
corps,  constructed  as  the  one  of  the  preceding  day, 
and  to  be  prepared  to  move  as  bis  subscqneat  or- 
ders should  designate.    Peter's,  Da r idson's,  aad 
Stull's  companies  were  again  selected  for  thii 
purpose,  and  formed  accordingly.     The  Presideot 
of  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  others  of  his  Cabinet,  nov 
catne  upon  the  eround  and  reriewed  the  iroopL 
About  10  o'clock.  General  Windfr  left  tliecaa;^ 
accompanied  by,  and  having  under  his  commMad 
or  direction,  several  troops  of  cavalry,  iatee^ 
to  reconnoitre  on  the  road  leading  f roio  JCi/fiM>- 
rougb  to  Bladeosbnrg,  as  well  as  to  besMaated  ia 
a  position  where  he  might  more  conTenimiv  ccia- 
muAicatewith  tbe  troops  expected  fromBalumort, 
lea  vingdirections  that  I  should  report  to  bim  at  tbe 
Cross  Roads,  it  being  the  intersection  of  a  road, 
proceedioj}  from  theOld  Fields,  and  crossing  the  be- 
fore mentioned  road,  about  five  m  iles  distant.   H^s 
orders  were,  that  the  advance  troops  sbooJi  mere 
forward  in  the  direction  of  Marlborough.  teMscoi- 
tre  the  enemy,  approach  him  as  near  aspoMUe, 
without  running  too  much  risk,  and  to  annoy 
him,  either  in  his  position  or  in  his  oitre&eatSi 
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hf  all  the  mettns  in  their  power,  and  that  I  should 
reroaiD  wiih  the  tnain  bodf  at  the  Old  Fields, 
and  act  accordtog  to  the  intelligeQce  I  shotiid  re- 
ceive of  the  morements  of  the  enemy.  If  they 
moved  upon  Bladensborg,  by  the  road  before 
meoiiooed,  that  I  should  approach^  them  by  the 
intersecung  road  from  the  Old  Fields,  ^nd  attack 
their  lefi  flank,  or,  if  upon  the  road  we  now  oo- 
cupied,  that  we  should  make  the  best  possible  dis- 
positions in, our  power,  and  receive  him  there, 
unless  circumstances  imperiously  forbade;  other- 
wise, to  retire  by  a  road  in  our  rear  to  Bladeos* 
burg  or  to  Washington,  as,  at  the  lime,  should 
seem  most  advisable.  In  conformity  with  this 
arrangement,  Major  Peter,  with  the  advance 
corps,  and  with  Capt.  Caldwell's  cavalry,  whieh 
had  joined  usj  marched  about  It  o'clock.  About 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  front  of  our  then  camp,  the 
road  forks,  both  leading  to  Marlborough,  one,  on 
the  main  stage  road,  by  which  the  distance  was 
about  eight  miles,  the  other  turning  to  the  left,  a 
more  direct  route,  but  not  so  good  a  road,  about 
six  miles.  This  last  mentioned  road  was  taken 
by  our  advanoiog  troops.  The  commander  was 
ioslrueted  to  report  ew9ry  hour.  The  residue  of 
o«r  troops  were  dismtased  to  refresh.  From  thie 
period  until  2  o'clock,  several  deserters  add  pris- 
oners were  brought  intocarop,  and  I  was  engaged 
in  examining  them,  when  intetligence  was  receiv- 
ed from  Major  Peter  that  the  enemy  had  left 
Marlborougb,  and  were  advaoeing  rapidly  upon 
the  road  which  we  then  occupied,  in  great  force; 
that,  according  to  his  estimation  of  their  column, 
and  the  best  information  he  could  obtain,  their 
force  was  not  less  than  six  thousand  men  ;  that 
he  iiad  had  a  skirmish  with  them,  in  which  they 
bad  endeavored  to  outflank  him ;  and  that  he  was 
theik  retiring  before  them.  A  part  of  Colonel 
Lavali%  cavalry  having  then  joined  us,  were  im- 
mediately detached  to  cover  the  retreat,  and  the 
whole  of  our  troops  ordered  under  arms.  Con- 
ferring with  Commodore  Barney  on  the  subject, 
I  proposed  making  a  stand  in  our  then  position, 
with  which,  with  his  characteristic  gallantry,  he 
promptly  acquiesced,  professing  his  willingness 
to  eooperfite  in  any  measures  that  might  be  deeoa- 
ed  most  advisable.  The  troops  were  immediately 
formed  in  order  of  battle,  extending  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  on  each  side  of  the  road ;  those  of 
Commodore  Barney,  with  his  heavy  artillery,  the 
marines  under  Captain  Miller,  and  the  36th  Uni- 
ted Staica'  regiment,  being  posted  on  the  right  of 
the  road ;  the  District  troops,  and  the  residue  of 
those  attached  tothemioa  the  left— •our  advanced 
tr«ope,as  they  arrived,  takiog  their  atat ions  in  the 
line,  aad  the  artillery,  iti  which  it  wasasceruined 
we  were  greatly  their  superior,  and  for  which  the 
ground  was  admirably  adapted,  so  posted,  as  to 
bare  the  best  effect;  indeed,  so  strong  did  we 
deem  our  poeiitoa  in  front,  that  we  were  appre- 
bensive  that  the  enemy,  upon  viewing  us,  would 
forbear  to  assail  us  by  daylight,  or  that,  availing 
of  bis  Qumbersj  he  would  endeavor  to  outflank 
us.  To  goard  against  this  last,  parties  of  light 
troops  and  cavalry  were  detaehed  to  cover  both 
flanks*    We  lemaiaed  tbua,  two  or  three  bottc% 


calmly  awaltipjif  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  oar 
videites  successfully  aunooncing  hii*  continued 
progress.  About  5  P.  M.,  Qeneral  Winder,  who 
had  been  apprized  of  the  Approach  of  the  enemy 
arrived  in  camp.  He  examined  the  different  po« 
sitions,  and  approved  of  them,  but  the  day  being 
now  nearly  spent,  and  it  being  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  had  not  arrived  witnin  a  distance  ia 
which  he  would  now,  probably,  be  able  to  moke 
his  attack,  while  it  lasted,  and  it  being  deemed 
unadvisable  to  receives  night  attack  there,  whea 
our  advantage  of  artillery  would  be  unavailing, 
he  gave  the  orders  to  retire  about  suaset,and  the 
whole  of  the  troops,  much  wearied  and  exhaust- 
ed, encamped,  late  in  the  night,  within  this  city. 

Thus  terminated  the  four  days  of  service  of  the 
troopa  of  this  District,  preceding  the  affair  at  Bia* 
denslmrg.  They  had  been  under  arms,  with  but 
tittle  interakissioo,  the  whole  of  the  time,  botb 
night  and  day ;  had  traversed,  during  their  dif* 
ferent  marches  in  advance  and  retreat,  a  consid- 
arable  tract  of  country,  exposed  to  the  burning 
heat  of  a  sultry  sun  by  day,  aad  oiany  of  them 
to  the  cold  dews  of  the  night,  uncovered.  Thef 
bad,  in  this  period,  drawn  but  two  rations,  the 
requieittoo  therefor,  in  the  first  instance,  haviuff 
been  but  pariialljr  complied  with,  and  it  being  af- 
terwards almost  impossible  to  procure  the  meana 
of  transportation,  the  wagons  employed  by  our 
quartermaster  for  that  purpose  being  constantif 
impressed  by.  the  Government  agents,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  the  public  records,  when  the 
enemy's  approach  was  known,  and  some  of  them 
thus  seized  while  proceeding  to  take  in  provisions 
for  the  army. 

.  Those  hardships  and  privations  could  not  but 
be  severely  distressing  to  men,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  poaaessed  and  enjoyed  at  home  the  means 
of  comfortable  living,  and  from  their  usual  habits 
and  pursuits  in  life  but  ill  qualified  to  endure 
them.  They,  however,  submitted  without  mur* 
muring,  evincing  by  their  patience,  their  zeal, and 
the  promptittide  with  whtch  they  obeyed  every 
order,  a  magnanimity  highly  honorable  to  their 
character.  Qreat  as  was  their  merit  in  this  re- 
spect, it  was  no  leas  so  in  the  spirit  manifeated 
whenever  an  order  was  given  to  march  to  meet 
the  foe;  and,  at  the  ^Long  Old  Fields,"  where 
his  attack  was  momently  expected  in  overwhelm* 
iog  force,  they  displayed,  in  presence  of  maaf 
spectators,  although  scarce  any  of  them>  had  ever 
been  in  action,  a  firmness,  a  resolution,  and  ait 
intrepidity,  which,  whatever  might  have  been  the 
result^  did  honor  to  their  country. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  24th  Aoffust,  at 
11  A.  M.,  I  received  orders  from  Qeneral  Wiodet 
to  detach  one  piece  of  artillery  and  one  company 
of  infantry,  to  repair  to  the  Bastern  Branch  bridge^ 
and  there  report  to  Colonel  Wsdsworth ;  and  to 
proceed  with  the  residue  of  the  troops  to  Bladeoa- 
burg,  and  take  a  position  to  support  Qeneral 
Stansbury.  This  order  was  put  in  immediate 
execution,  and  the  troops  for  Bladensburg  moved 
off  with  all  the  expedition  of  which  they  were 

I  capable.  Having  put  them  in  motion  I  passed  ott 
abeadi  in  ovder  that  1  might  select  my  poaitioa 
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agiinst  their  arrival.  I  foand  General  Suosbary 
posted  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bastem  Branch,  his 
ri^ht  restioff  on  the  main  road,  distant  from  the 
Iffidge  at  Bladensbnrg  five  or  six  hundred  yards, 
and  extending  northeastwardly,  his  left  approach- 
ing nearer  to  the  creek.  An  extensive  apple  or- 
chard was  in  his  front,  and  one  hundred  to  two 
hundred  yards  in  advance,  a  work  thrown  up, 
oommandiog  the  bridge,  occupied  by  a  corps  of 
artillerists,  with  five  or  six  pieces,  and  appeared 
to  be  supported  by  some  rifle  and  light  compa- 
nies. In  his  rear,  on  the  right,  was  a  thick  un- 
dergrowth of  wood,and  directly  behind  that  a  deep 
holTow  or  ravine,  open  or  cleared,  of  about  sixty 

5ards  in  width,  which  the  main  road  crosses. 
*he  ravine  terminates  on  the  left  in  a  bold  ac- 
clivity, about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  road ; 
the  rest  of  the  ground  in  his  rear  was  open,  un* 
broken,  and  |rradually  ascending  fields.  Having 
hastily  examined  the  grounds,  and  concluded  on 
the  dispositions  I  should  make,  I  apprized  Qenerai 
Stansbury  of  my  view,  as  to  the  troops  under  my 
command,  suggestinffy  that  if  his  line  shonid  be 
forced,  and  he  could  again  form  on  my  left,  that 
the  nature  of  the  ground  there  would  be  favor- 
able for  a  renewal  of  the  action,  which  might 
then  become  general.  By  this  time  we  received 
advice  that  the  enemy  were  near  Bladensburg, 
and  I  left  him,  to  hasten  the  arrival  of  my  troops. 
They  moved  rapidly  on,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
cessive heat  of  the  day,  covered  with  clouds  of 
dust,  and  were  promptly  disposed  of  as  follows: 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  with  the  36th  Uni- 
ted States'  regiment^  was  posted  in  a  field  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  his  right  resting  upon  it,  and  com- 
manding the  road  descending  into  the  ravine  be- 
fore mentioned,  in  the  rear  of  General  Stansbnry's 
right,  and  the  rest  of  his  Hoe  commanding  the  as- 
cent from  the  ravine.  This  position  was  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  the  rear  of  the 
front  line,  but  extending  to  the  right.  In  the 
same  field,  about  one  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of 
the  96th  regiment,  Colonel  Magruder  was  posted 
vrith  a  part  of  the  Ist  regiment  of  District  militia, 
his  riffht  also  resting  upon  the  road,  the  left  ad- 
vanced, presenting  a  front  obliquely  to  the  road, 
and  situated  to  cover  and  co-operate  with  the  96tb 
lament  *,  Major  Peter  with  his  artillery,  six  six- 
pounders  ;  Captain  Davidson's  light  infantry,  and 
Captain  Stulrs  rifle  corps,  armed  with  muskeu, 
all  of  the  same  regiment,  were  ordered  to  uke  pos- 
aenion  of  the  abrupt  acclivity  before  mentioned, 
terminating  the  ravine.  This  was  deemed  a  de- 
sirable position,  because  it  commanded  completely 
the  ravine  and  the  road  crossing  it,  and  a  consid- 
erable extent  of  the  eround  over  which  the  front 
line  would  necessarily  retire  if  forced  back ;  but, 
after  a  short  space  of  time,  report  was  made  to 
me,  that  broken  grounds  interrupted  the  approach 
to  it  with  artillery,  but  by  a  circuitous  route  that 
would  consume  much  time,  and  that,  in  case  of 
retreat,  the  ground  in  the  rear  was  such  as  might 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  guns.  It  was  men- 
tioned^ at  the  same  time,  that  near  to  it  was  a 
commanding  position  for  artillery,  and  easy  of 
access  from  and  to-the  road.    I  yielded  with  re- 


luctance to  the  abandonment  of  tlM|ioiJtJQQ({„» 
ordered,  but  time  did  not  admit ofiietjtau'oD 
Meanwhile  I  had  posted  Lieotcout  Golonel 
Kramer,  with  his  battalion  of  Utrylatidtig<rb^ 
ed  militia,  in  the  woods,  on  the  right  of  ihe  iSid' 
and  commandii^g  the  ravine  whicii  eoaiiuei  \^ 
that  direction,  with  orders  that,  if  forced,  kethoiii 
retire  by  his  right,  through  a  body  of  woods  in  ibi 
direction,  and  rally  and  form  witk  the  troops ;ti* 
tinned  in  t  he  rear,  on  the  extreme  risht.  Upoiei. 
amining  the  position  taken  by  Major  Peter's  iiir- 
tery,  it  was  found  that  the  range  of  hii^Bs «» 
principally  through  that  part  of  the  field oceoiiied 
by  the  36th  regiment.  To  remove  ODeortbeothn 
became  necessary,  and  the  difficalty  of  tkepwai 
for  moving  artillery,  and  the  exureocy  of  i^ 
movement,  left  no  alternative.  Tlie  M  Ul 
back  about  one  hundred  vardi,  losing,  in  mt 
measure,  the  advantage  of  its  elented  Dooid, 
and  leaving  the  road.  The  positios  of  the  31st 
regiment  District  militia,  from  thisciKQDsanee, 
was  also  necessarily  changed.  It  fell  bttkiboct 
the  same  distance,  its  right  still  icsliii;  ob  the 
road,  and  now  formed,  nearly  in  line  with  the36(h. 
Of  the  2d  regiment  District  militii,two|ueei 
of  artillery  and  one  company  of  riflemeD,iriiKd 
with  muskets,  were,  by  directions  of  Geienj 
Winder,  sent  on  to  the  front;  with  those  kt 
flanked  the  extreme  left  of  the  froit  loe;  two 
pieces  mora  of  artillery  were  posted  ii  the  nnd 
near  the  bridge  at  Bladensborg ;  the  lesidoe  of 
that  regiment,  about  three  hundred  tad  % 
strong,  under  the  commaad  of  Colonel  Bteii,vtt 
formed  as  a  reserve  a  short  distance  io  the  nu 
of  Major  Peter's  battery,  and  so  disposed  u  to 
act  on  the  right,  or  left,  or  in  front,  is  oeeisioB 
might  require.  Near  them  was  {Nsted,  in  the 
same  manner.  Major  Waring's  Prince  Geotfe^ 
battalion  of  militia,  about  one  handredudiifty. 
Colonel  William  D.  Beall,  with  a  regioMt  of 
troops  from  Annapolis,  passed  through  BJideBf 
burg  as  our  troops  arrived,  and  tooktpoBtia|>i 
the  right  of  the  road  and  nearlv  fronting  it, ids* 
tance  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  ?» 
vions  to  the  arrival  of  the  troops  on  thefRMod, 
Oeneral  Winder  came  up  from  the  cit]r,ud  be- 
ing made  acquainted  with  the  intended  dj^oth 
tions  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  the  gronnd  reserwd 
for  Commodore  Harney  and  the  nunBes,!?' 
proved  of  and  confirmed  them. 

About  half  past  twelve  o'clock,  and  whilst  w 
troops  were  taking  their  diflerent  pw^J^ 
merable  rockets  thrown  from  the  heiglits  of^ 
densbargannouncedthearrivaloftheeneflfvRi 
and,  at  this  period,  Commodore  Barnej^^''^ 
and  marines,  in  quick  march,  arrived,  ad^ 
possession  of  the  ground  previonslvassigBji  W 
his  artillery  being  posted  in  and  o^*'  **  ^ 
upon  its  right,  commandiog  the  rosd  im  op« 
field  in  front,  and  his  infantry,  together  vitb  uc 
marines  under  Captain  Miller,  ezteodiBg  to  w 
right ;  thus  occupying  the  inter?sl  of  g^JJIf 
tween  Colonel  Magruder's  first  regiment  1^ 
militia,  and  Colonel  Beall's  MaryUnd  i^i^' 

The  firing  of  artillery  in  front  soon  cob*"*^ 
and  immediately  after,  thatof  mosketr]f,«<l^^ 
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and  rapid  saceenion*  In  a  ftw  minotes  the  whole 
right  and  centre  of  the  front  line,  with  some 
small  exceptions,  were  seen  retiriD|[  in  disorder 
and  confusion.  The  firing  still  continued  on  the 
extreme  left ;  shortly  after,  it  also  broke,  and  al- 
though it  retired  in  more  order,  yet  none  could 
be  rallied  so  as  to  renew  the  action  with  efiect, 
and  also  soon  entirely  quitted  the  field. 

Meanwhile  the  left  of  the  enemy,  in  heary 
column,  passed  along  the  rotfd  crossing  the  rarine. 
They  were  here  encountered  by  the  troops  of 
Colonel  Kramer,  posted  in  the  woods  on  the  edge 
of  the  rayine.  These,  after  a  short  conflict,  were 
•eompelled  to  retire ;  which  they  did  principally 
under  coveir  of  the  adjacent  woods,  and  formed 
with  the  troops  of  Colonel  Beall  on  the  right. 
The  enemy's  column  now  displayed  in  the  field, 
on  the  right  of  the  road.  They  here  became 
exposed  to  the  oblique  fire  of  Major  Peter's 
battery,  which  was  kept  up  with  great  anima- 
tion. Still  pressing  on  to  the  front  of  our  right, 
they  came  in  conuci  with  the  heary  artillery  of 
Commodore  Barney,  and  of  the  troops  posted 
there.  Here  the  firing  became  tremendous.  They 
were  refnilsed,  again  returned  to  the  charge,  sac- 
ceeded  in  forcing  the  troops  on  the  ri^t,  and 
finally  carried  the  position  of  Commodore  Barney. 

The  dispersion  of  the  front  line  caused  a  dan- 
l^rous  opening  on  our  left,  of  which  the  enemy 
■n  thai  quarter  promptly  availed.  He  advanced 
vapidly,  theo^  wheelinjpr  on  his  left,  soon  gained, 
mnd  was  turning  our  Kft  fiank.  To  oppose  this 
alarming  movement,  I  directed  Colonel  Brent, 
with  the  second  regiment  of  Dis^ot  militia,  to 
take  a  position  still  more  to  the  left ;  and  he  was 
proceeding  ia  the  execution  of  this  order,  when 
orders  came  from  General  Winder  for  the  whole 
of  the  troops  to  retreat.  The  efibrts  of  the  enemy 
had  hitherto  been  directed  principally  against  the 
right  and  kft  of  our  whole  line  of  battle.  The 
troops  of  this  District,  and  a  part  of  those  attached 
to  them,  occupying  positions  mostly  in  the  centre, 
and  some  of  them  difficult  of  access,  were  conse- 
quently but  partially  enga^d^and  this  principally 
with  light  troops  and  skirmishers,  now  pressing 
forward,  supported  by  a  column  of  infantry. 

I  here  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  Col- 
onels Brent  and  Thompson,  Nos.  1  and  2.  show- 
ing the  positions,  and  the  part  taken  by  tneir  re- 
spective commands  during  the  action. 

The  order  to  retreat  was  executed  by  regiments 
and  corps,  as  they  had  been  formed,  and  with  as 
much  order  as  the  nature  of  the  ^ound  would 
permit.  The  first  and  second  regiment  halted 
and  formed,  after  retreating  five  or  six  hundred 
paeeSf  but  were  a|;ain  ordeiid  by  General  Winder 
to  retire.  At  this  moment  I  fell  in  with  Geneml 
Winder,  and,  after  a  short  conference  with  him 
was  directed  to  move  on,  and  collect  the  troops, 
and  prepare  fo  make  a  stand  on  the  heights  west- 
ward of  the  turnpike  gate.  Thb  was  done  as 
fast  as  the  troops  cane  up.  A  front  was  again 
presented  towards  the  enemy,  consisting  princi- 
pally of  the  troops  of  this  District,  a  part  of  those 
who  had  been  attached  to  them  in  the  action,  and 
a  Yilgiaia  regimeni  of  about  four  haadied  meli, 


under  Colonel  Minor,  which  met  us  at  this 
place.  Whilst  the  line  was  yet  farming,  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  General  Winder  to  fali  back 
to  the  Capitol,  and  there  form  for  battle.  I  took 
the  liberty  of  saggjBsting  my  impression  of  the 
preferable  situation  we  then  oc<Supied }  but  ex- 
pecting that  he  might  be  joined  there  by  some  of 
the  dispersed  troops  of  the  front  line,  be  chose  to 
make  toe  stand  there.  Approaching  the  Capitol, 
I  halted  the  troops,  and  requested  nis  orders  as 
to  the  formation  of  the  line.  We  found  no  aux- 
iliaries there*  He  then  conferred  for  a  few  mo- 
ments with  General  Armstrong,  who  was  a  short 
distance  from  us,  and  then  gave  orders  that  the 
whole  should  retreat  througn  Washin|fton  and 
Georgetown.  It  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the 
anguish  evinced  by  tne  troops  of  Washingtou 
and  Georgetown  on  the  receiving  of  this  order. 
The  idea  of  leaving  their  families,  their  houses, 
and  their  homes,  at  the  mercy  of  an  enraged  ene- 
my, was  insupportable.  To  preserve  that  order 
which  was  maintained  during  the  retreat,  was 
now  no  longer  practicable.  As  they  retired 
through  Washington  and  Georgetown,  numbers 
were  obtaining  and  taking  leave  to  visit  their 
homes,  and  again  rejoining ;  and  with  ranks  thus 
broken  and  scattered,  they  halted  at  night  on  the 
heights  near  Tenleytown,  and, on  the  ensuing  day, 
assembled  at  Montgomery  Court-house. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  given  a  detailed,  and  what 
will,  I  apprehend,  in  many  respects,  be  deemed 
too  minute  an  account,  of  the  short  tonr  of  ser- 
vice of  the  District  troops  under  my  command, 
which  preceded  the  capture  of  this  oapitaL  I  fear 
its  length  may  trespass  too  much  on  the  patienet 
of  your  honorable  committee.  I  thought  it,  how- 
ever, due  to  the  occasion,  and  conformable  to  thf 
spirit  and  purport  of  your  inoulries.  1  had  ano- 
ther object.  The  troops  or  Washington  and 
Georgetown  have  been  assailed,  in  the  public 
prints,  and  elsewhere,  with  calumnies  as  unmer- 
ited as  they  are  cruel  and  wanton.  They  have 
heard  of  them  with  indignant  astonishment. 
Conscious  that  in  no  instance  have  they  been 
wanting  in  the  duty  they  owed  to  their  country 
or  to  themselves?,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  ob^ 
dience  to  the  eail  of  their  Gk)vernment,  have^ 
with  alacrity,  obeyed  its  orders,  and  intrepidly 
fronted  an  enemy  vastly  their  superior  in  force, 
and  never  yielding  the  ground  to  him,  but  by  or- 
ders emanating  from  superior  authority,  they 
cannot  restrain  the  feelings  excited  by  such  man- 
ifest, such  unprovoked  inj  ustice.  They  hafe  seen 
with  satisfaction  the  resolution  of  Congress  to 
inquire  into  this  subject ;  and  persuaded  of  the 
justice  and  impartiality  of  your  honorable  com- 
mittee, entertain  a  confident  assuranoe  that  the 
result  of  your  investigation  will  afford  relief  to 
their  injured  feelings.  Connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, I  teg  leave  to  refer  to  a  letter  of  General 
Winder,  No.  3,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  of 
him.  as  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  brigade 
whilst  under  his  command.  I  have^dbc 

W.  SMITH,  Uriig.  General, 
FireiihluilMan  Brigade. 

Hon.  R.  M.  JoHNSon, 
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P.  8.  I  oogbt  to  hive  meoitonrd  ibat  piru  of 
two  companies  of  the  Uoited  Slates'  twelfth  lod 
tbirt^-eigbih  refimenis  were  attacbed  to  ibe 
tbirty-sizth  regimeat,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
8eoti«  Previous  to  the  march  to  Bladeaabnrg. 
aif  hif  men  of  bis  command  bad  been  stationed 
sear  tbe  Eastern  Branch  bridi^e,  and  did  not  join 
until  after  tbe  action.  His  force  then  was  less 
than  three  hundred  men.  W.  8. 

Brigadier  Omieral  Robert  Ycmg^9  StatemenL 
AtfixaiinBiA,  Oct,  3, 1814. 

Bin :  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  the  28th 
of  September,  written  in  pursuance  of  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States^  reqoirias:  such  information  as 
nay  he  in  mj  power  to  give,  moi»  erpeeially  the 
part  assigned  my  command,  my  nombefs,  ordera, 
ttoremcoia,  and  dispositions,  previous  and  stibse- 
^«ent  to  tbe2ith  of  August  hist,aBd  on  that  day ; 
aa  also  the  conduct  of  mj  oflScera  and  men,  their 
ideas  upon  the  subject  of  the  enemv's  numbers, 
(heir  confidence  in  success,  and  whether  anything 
liite  a  panic  prevailed;  with  such  other  views  as 
jl  may  be  in  my  power  to  communicate,  pertiaeol 
to  an  impartial  invesiigaiion  of  the  subject:  I 
Jhave  tbe  honor  respeetiully  to  report,  that,  since 
the  declaration  of  war,  1  am  enabled,  with  great 
truth,  to  say,  that  the  officers  and  fi  great  |M>rtion 
«f  the  privates  of  my  command  have  tnaoifested 
to  me  every  disposition  to  defend  the  District  of 
Colombia  from  the  approach  of  the  enemy ;  and 
this  ditposition  has  been  communicated  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with 
the  oecesi^ary  means  of  enabling  the  militia  under 
my  command  to  do  so  with  effect. 

On  or  about  the  25ih  of  July,  1814,  General 
Winder  visited  the  town  of  Alexandria,  and  was 
made  acquainted  with  most  of  the  officers  of  my 
brigade,  and  at  that  interview  mentioned  his  in- 
tention of  having  a  general  inspection  of  tbe  brig- 
ade. The  men  were  accordingly  assembled,  on 
the  first  day  of  August,  under  an  order  of  Cien- 
eral  Van  Ness,  when  General  Winder  attended, 
and  Inspected  the  brigade,  mmoiely,  in  person. 
And  I  beg  leave  here  to  remark,  that,  on  General 
Winder's  first  visit  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,  he 
ynn  furnished,  by  an  officer  of  my  brigade,  with 
a  topographical  sketch  of  the  Potomac,  from  a 
place  called  Indian  Head,  about  twenty-three 
miles  below  Alexandria,  containing  tbe  course  of 
the  river,  the  depth  of  the  water,  width  of  the 
channel  at  particular  places,  and  pointing  out  In- 
dian Head  as  the  first  proper  point  (tf  defence 
against  tbe  approach  of  the  enemy  by  water  ;  the 
White  House  as  the  second  point  of  tiefence ;  and 
augge»ting  a  plan  of  increasing  the  defence  at 
Fort  Warburtun.  This  was  done  with  an  under- 
standing that  General  Winder  would  receive  any 
communication  upon  that  sohjeci,  ia  writing, 
from  any  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  Alexandria. 

On  tbe  18th  day  of  August  last^  I  received  or* 
ders  from  General  Van  Neas  to  order  out  imme- 
diately the  whole  of  my  brigade,  to  encamp  at 
convenient  phice,  and  icpoit  myaelf  to 


€kiieral  Winder;  which  order  auobrynf.  Sec 
lio.  1. 

On  the  same  day  I  received  otdmfrom  tbe 
same  officer,  to  detsch  two  trooptoTciTilr^at. 
tacbed  to  my  brigade,  to  reodtzfooitt^JQ^. 
burg  tbe  next  day,  at  four  o'clock  itlbeaonimff 
to  attend  Colonel  Monroe,  Secmvy  of  Eiiu 
and  be  subject  to  his  partieaiar  ordeis;  vkidl 
was  complied  with,  as  will  appm  li]r  Joeaoeot 
No.  2. 

On  the  twentieth  of  August  I  an  famd  br 
GenenI  Winder  to  hold  my  brifide  nidf  (o 
move  at  a  moment^  warning,  with  maaiiuoo, 
and  a  supply  of  three  days  provitiois,tt«i\\i^ 
pear  by  No  3;  and,  on  the  same  diy,tboiuinBi 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  received  orders  froa  theuac 
officer  to  cross  the  Potomac,  withoat  delay,  it 
Rozier 's  ferry,  and  take  a  position  on  the  mat 
convenient  spot  adjacent  thereto,  eKtop,  ud 
there  await  farther  orders.    See  No.i 

1  accordingly  the  same  eveaiog  took  up  ay 
line  of  march,  with  the  remaiaiog  pirt  of  ay 
brigade,  containing,  in  the  whole,  oJEcen  vA 
privates  included,  four  hundred  ud  lifiy  fo« 
strong.  I  bad  with  me  two  bran  lix  pooodeoi 
oae  brass  four  pounder,  and  attcmpid  r»  ah 
two  long  twelve  pounders,  betoagi^  toikea>> 
poration  of  Alexandria,  bat  fouad  im  wg^ 
wieldy  to  move,  with  our  means,  aaosricnfwr, 
and  returned  them.  I  was,  at  firil,ieeonpttiid 
by  a  company  of  marine  artiilerf,«oiDp«dtf 
volunteers  from  the  aaa faring  penonni^tntt- 
drta,  but  the  difficulty  of  traasportinf  ibew^ 
pouadeia  occasioned  several  of  then  to  nun', 
the  others  remained  with  a  bnis  four  poiBder, 
and  Joined  tbe  artillery  commaaded  by  Ci|ttii 
Griflbib.  On  the  twenty-first  of  Aoguaimeirfi 
orders  to  move  with  mv  detackneat,  at  Rreiilt 
next  morning,  and  pitch  my  teois  ai  tie  aoa 
convenient  spot  nigh  Piscauway,  betswi  (iai 
place  and  the  Woody ard,  and  there  aviiif>nber 
orders,  which  was  complied  with.   S«eNo.i 

On  the  twenty-second  of  Auga^t  I  Rctind 
orders  to  fall  back  with  my  detacbme8t,tiiaki 
tbe  most  convenient  position  on  the  road  fna 
Piseataway  to  Washtngtop,  to  defend  tke  tp- 
proach  from  below  to  Fort  Warbortoo.  Tkii 
order  was  complied  with,  see  No.6;aadbflc 
we  received  information  of  the  approach  of  ibt 
fleet  coming  up  tbe  Potomac,  and  of  (heir  kiriif 
passed  the  Kettle  Bottoms.  I  aceordiotl!  ^^ 
strong  position  on  a  height  called  Haitoo'sW 
near  the  head  of  Piseataway  creek,  aboifi^ 
miles  in  the  rear  of  Port  Warbartoo,  Rf'."^ 
the  ground  of  tbe  fort,  which  is  faronlieiv^ 
small  number  to  defend  against  a  giatff,  tat 
made  a  disposition  of  the  brigade  ia  caan  *J 
atuck,  and  communicated  the  infonBauoi|t*| 
marked  the  ground,  and  made  koovflto^* 
troops  their  respective  posta  In  the  UeCi^B^ 
of  an  attack,  in  doing  which  both  officers  if 
privates  exhibited  tome  thn  strong  «]i^ 
determined  resolution  to  make  a  V^^^ 
ceaaful  reaistance.  I  saw  no  wavering  ">" 
of  confidence,  nor  any  svmptoms  of  paaif'   . 

On  the  Iwenty^tbird  of  Aogttst,  I  recein  w 
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formation  from  Colonel  Tayloe,  of  the  cavalry, 
that  he  had  in  charge  to  inform  roe,  that  Qeoeral 
Smith^H  brigade  was  retreating  to  Washington, 
and  the  enemjr  pursuing  rapidly,  and,  in  case  we 
were  compelled  to  retreat,  the  Mayor  of  Alexan- 
dria would  Kend  every  boat  that  coQld  be  had  to 
Fort  Wasbitigtoo^  or  Hosier's  ferry,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  tran!«porting  the  troops  across  the  Poto- 
mac.   See  No.  7. 

On  receipt  of  this  letter  I  addressed  one  to  Gen- 
eral Winder,  by  my  Brigade  Major,  informing 
him  of  its  contents^  and  observed,  th«'t  as  Colonel 
Tayloe  did  not  say  from  whom  he  had  theeharge^ 
I  requested  that  he  would  please  give  Major  Trip- 
lett  his  orders  on  the  subject.  See  No.  8.  On  the 
mornins:  of  the  24ih  August  I  received  a  message 
from  Qeneral  Winder,  by  Assistant  Adjutant 
QeaeralHite,  directing  me  to  take  up  mjr  line 
of  march,  and  move  on  the  road  from  Piseat- 
sway  to  tne  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  and  take  a 
position  at  the  Cro^s  Roads,  and  send  out  videttes 
towards  Marlborough  and  the  city,  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  eaemy,  then  on  their  march, 
about  —  miles  on  our  flank.  Our  position 
was  on  Oxen  Htl),  where  Major  Hite  again  vis- 
ited ua,  on  bis  return  from  Port  Warburton* 

Oq  our  march,  and  when  the  brigade  had  ad* 
vanced  about  three  miles,  Major  Tripleit  returned 
with  orders  from  General  Winder,  directing  the 
brigade  to  cross  the  Virginia  shore,  in  the  boats 
which  were  directed  to  be  left  at  the  fort,  for  the 
purpose  of  crossing  troops,  and  if  the  boats  were 
not  there  to  retire  on  to  Washington ;  but,  in 
ease  we  couid  cross  up  the  river,  to  fall  into  the 
road  through  which  the  Virginia  troops  would 
pass,  and  co-operate  with  them,  unless  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  up  the  river  should  make  it 
necessary  to  retire  on  Alexandria;  and  if  there 
should  be  no  Virginia  troops  retiring,  to  fall  back 
immediately  to  Alexandria,  and  act  in  the  best 
manner  fur  the  defence  of  that  place,  or,  retreat- 
ing to  Washington,  it  necessary  ;  and  leaving  a 
latitude*,  in  case  of  events,  to  pursue  such  mea- 
sures as  would  best  secure  us  from  disaster.  See 
No.  9.  Soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  we 
were  advised  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  up 
the  river,  above  Port  Tobacco,  and  I  wa^  also 
advised  that  the  enemy  were,  that  morning,  ad- 
vanced of  Marlborough  about  five  miles;  and, 
without  perceiving  any  want  of  steadiness  in  my 
meD,  I  determined,  in  obedience  to  orders,  to  cross 
the  Potomac  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,  at  Ro- 
ster's ferry,  and  sent  for  the  boats  left  at  the  fort, 
and  also  for  the  boats  from  Alexandria,  which 
were  immediately  sent  in  great  abundance ;  and, 
after  some  part  ol  the  brigade  had  embarked  and 
left  the  shore,  I  received  orders  from  Qeneral 
Armstrong,  dated  the  d4th  of  August,  but  whe- 
ther written  before  or  subsequent  to  that  of  Gen- 
eral Winder  I  was  unable  to  ascertain,  informing 
me  that  the  most  the  enemy  did  the  day  before, 
was  to  move  about  two  miles  in  advance  of  Marl- 
borough, and  that  the  ships  in  the  Potomac  had 
no  troops ;  and  directing  me  to  hold  my  present 
post  until  assured  that  the  enemy  was  in  force 
and  about  to  attack  me,  or  until  I  ahouid  receive 


further  orders,  and  keep  my  videttes  well  posted 
on  every  roacj.     See  No.  10. 

I  accordingly  recalled  the  troops  embarked,  and 
resumed  my  position  back  of  Oxen  Hill,  on  the 
road  leading  to  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  and 
near  its  junction  with  the  road  leading  to  Marl- 
borough, and  sent  out  my  videttes  on  each  road. 
We  were  at  this  moment  apprized  of  the  enemy's 
being  on  his  march  to  Bladensburg,  and  soon 
after,  by  the  commencement  of  the  action,  which 
was  distinctly  beard  ;  the  videttes  soon  returnedi 
and  gave  me  information  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
bridge  being  blown  up,  and  others,  of  the  retreat 
of  our  troops  through  Washington.  I  had,  in 
this  interval,  despatched  the  trooper  who  brought 
me  Qeneral  Armstrong's  letter,  with  an  answer, 
informing  him  that  1  bad,  to  obedience  to  his 
letter,  returned  to  my  position  on  the  heights 
back  of  Oxen  Hill,  and  should  there  wait  further 
orders. 

The  trooper,  with  great  despatch,  returned,  and 
informed  me  tnat  he  could  not  see  Qeneral  Arm- 
strong, but  had  inquired  of  the  President  and 
Qeneral  Winder,  both  of  whom  he  met  with  the 
army,  retreating  through  Washington  City,  and 
they  being  unable  to  give  any  information  of  him| 
Qeneral  Winder  despatched  the  same  trooper 
back,  with  verbal  orders  for  my  brigade  to  erosa 
the  Potomac,  and  form  a  junction  with  his  army 
in  Montgomery  county,  Maryland.  I  accordingly 
crossed  the  troops  over  to  Alexandria,  on  the  * 
night  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  August,  and  took  a 
position  a  small  distance  in  the  rear  of  Alexan* 
dria,  and  dorina  the  niaht  and  next  morning 
crossed  my  artillery  andliaggage.  I  had  sent  a 
vidette  into  the  City  of  Washington,  and  learnt 
that  the  enemy  were  in  possession,  and  were 
firing  the  public  buildings.  1  took  up  my  line  of 
march  for  Conns'  ferry,  a  small  distance  above 
the  Qreat  Falls  of  the  Potomac,  and  immediately 
opposite  Montgomery  Court-housC;  where  I  was 
informed  Gknerat  Winder's  army  then  were. 
The  troops  were,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  delayed  on 
their  march,  near  Carper's  mills,  opposite  the 
Qreat  Falls  of  the  Potomac,  by  an  alarm  of  a  do- 
mestic nattire,  which  I  was  credulous  enough  to 
give  credence  to,  from  the  respectability  of  the 
country  people  who  came  to  me  for  protection, 
and  I  accordingly  halted  my  brigade,  and  sent 
out  my  light  troops,  and  one  troop  of  cavalrv, 
which  hftd  joined  me  from  Fauquier,  to  ascertain 
.the  fact,  which  finally  proved  erroneous.  Bee 
letter  No.  12,  from  the  Mayor  of  Alexandria. 

On  my  passing  the  road  which  led  to  the  Little 
Falls  bridge,  I  was  apprized  by  a  vidette  that  the 
enemy's  pickets  were  still  in  view  from  Qeorge- 
town,  and  by  several  persons  from  the  city,  that 
1  was  in  danger  of  being  cut  offl  should  the  enemy 
make  a  sally  out  across  the  Little  Falls  brid^e^ 
which  determined  me  to  pursue  my  original  m- 
tention,  and  not  pass  the  bridge. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  Au- 
gust 1  crossed  my  troops  over  the  Potomac,  at 
Conns'  ferry,  and  the  river  being  rocky,  and  but 
one  boat,  and  owing  to  high  winds,  1  was  unable 
to  pass  the  artillery  and  baggage  across  until  late 
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in  the  erening  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  August, 
when  I  immediately  despatched  a  vidette  to  Gen- 
eral Winder,  informing  him  of  my  movements, 
and  that  I  should  continue  my  march  to  reach 
his  camp,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  See  No.  12. 
About  one  o'clock  of  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
eighth,  I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  Monroe, 
Secretary  of  Slate,  informing  me  that  the  Brit- 
ish squadron  had  passed  the  fort,  and  was  ap- 
proaching the  city;  that  the  fort  surrendered 
without  opposition ;  and  that  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  desired  that  I  should  more  with  all 
possible  despatch  for  Georgetown,  to  be  in  a  situ- 
ation to  aid  either  Alexandria  or  the  city,  as  cir- 
cumstances might  require.  See  No.  13.  I  soon 
after  took  up  my  line  of  march,  and  reached 
Georgetown,  distant  about  twenty  miles,  at  half 
past  twelve  o'clock,  and  then  marched  to  the 
city,  and  encamped  near  the  President's  house,  in 
full  view  of  the  enemy's  fleet  lying  at  the  town 
of  Alexandria. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  August  I  was  ordered  to 
march  across  the  Potomac,  and  join  General  Hun- 
gerford,  from  whence  the  brigade  was  marched 
10  the  White  House.    See  No.  14.    It  may  be 
proper  for  me  here  to  remark,  that,  on  my  route 
to  Conns'  ferry,  I  gave  directions  for  moving  two 
twelve  oounders,  belonging  to  the  corporation  of 
Alexanaria,  out  of  the  enemy's  reach,  and  on  my 
march  to  the  White  House  I  carried  them  with 
•me,  and  caused  to  be  removed  from  the  gun- 
bouse  in  Alexandria,  and  while  it  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy,  the  crews,  sponges,  rammers, 
and  apparatus,  belonging  to  the  guns,  as  also  the 
powder  from  the  powder-house,  and,  as  facts  are 
better  than  opinions,  permit  me  to  bring  in  view 
the  artillery  so  handsomely  mentioned  by  Cap- 
tain Porter.    Two  of  the  infantry  killed,  and  two 
wounded,  that  had  been  detailed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Janney,show  the  materials  of 
the  brigade  from  which  they  were  drawn ;  the 
rifle  corps  were  also  on  the  flank  of  battery,  and 
did  their  doty,  and  more  to  their  honor,  from 
knowing  that  their  arms  had  previously  been 
condemned.    Whilst  the  troops  lay  at  the  White 
House,  some  opportunity  was  afibrded  me  during 
the  bombardment,  of  that  fort,  as  well  as  on  the 
day  the  enemy's  fleet  passed  it,  from  the  quantity 
of  large  aod  grape  snot  and  rockets  which  fell 
among  them,  of  forming  a  correct  judgment  of 
their  firmness,  as  well  as  from  the  circumstance 
of  the  defence  of  a  particular  spot  having  been 
previously  assigned  to  me  and  my  command,  to 
which,  on  the  first  notice  of  the  action,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  brieade  repaired,  with  a  cheerful 
serenity  of  mind  free  from  the  agitation  or  ap- 
pearance of  panic,  which  warranted  the  highest 
expectations  from  them:  and,  considering  that 
the  brigade  was  called  into  service  en  masse, 
drawing  persons  from  all  situations  in  life,  on  so 
ahort  a  notice,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  they  en- 
dured fatigue  and  privation  without  a  murmur: 
and  I  most  sincerely  lament,  both  for  them  and 
myself,  that  so  fair  an  opportunitv  should  have 
passed  byr-an  opportunity  above  all  others  which 
oould  have  presented  itself  to  the  mind  of  an 


American  freeman,  the  most  desirable;  ciiacaaeh 
an  opportunity,  from  circumstances  hejood  cheir 
control,  should  have  passed,  without  aU  cbe  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  tne  brigade  being  brought  to 
a  more  earnest  test  of  their  professions  and  dis- 
positions, both  for  the  honor  of  their  town,  them- 
selves, and  beloved  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ROBERT  YOUNG, 
Brig.  Gen.2d brigade M.D.  C 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  Chairfnanj  ^ 

Note. — Fort  Warburton  and  Fort  Wasbiag- 
ton  is  the  same  place,  it  being  differently  calM 
in  the  different  despatches  received. 


Brigadier  General  Hugh  Doiu^4mm*s  Sfalemait. 
Ellicott's  Mills,  Nov.  20, 1814 

Dear  Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  contaioed 
in  your  letter  of  the  fifteenth,  I  hasten  Co  inform 
you.  that  I  received  the  order  calling  me  to  Alex- 
andria, and  thence  to  the  City  of  Washington, 
on  the  Monday  immediately  preceding  the  de- 
struction of  the  public  buildings.  Tlus  was  on 
the  twenty-secona  of  Aosust.  It  directed  me  to 
march  my  brigade  immediately  to  Washington. 
In  pursuance  of  these  orders,  my  brigade^  orntker 
the  greater  part  of  it,  marched  on  the  next  dtf. 
the  twenty-third ;  the  residue  overtook  them  on 
their  march. 

In  relation  to  the  arms,  I  will  add,  that  the 
Loudoun  regiments  under  my  command  bcong^it 
on  some  arms  from  Virginia,  which  were  partly 
deposited  at  Ellicott's  Mills,  and  Pftrtly  delivered 
up,  to  be  brought  to  this  place  from  Baltimore, 
the  troops  having  met  with  Harper's  Ferry  ams, 
with  which  those  were  suppliea  irhoee  mmtes 
were  out  of  order. 

The  Fairfax  regiment,  under  €k>lonel  M/nor's 
command,  was  armed  at  Washington,  when  be 
was  detached  from  me.  From  nim  yon  may 
learn  when  he  arrived  in  Washin|rton ;  at  what 
hour  after  his  arrival  he  applied  for  arms;  how 
long  he  was  delayed,  and  what  were  the  caasa 
of  delay. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  gire  furcher  informa- 
tion that  I  deem  material ;  bnt^as  the  committee 
have  demanded  of  me  all  the  mformsiiion  I  pos- 
sess, I  feel  it  mv  duty  to  refer  them  to  Colonel 
Minor,  whose  information,  in  relation  to  the  arm- 
ing the  regiment  under  nis  command,  and  the 
delavs  attending  it,  may  be  perhaps  important 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  dbc^ 

HUGH  DOUQLAS, 
Brig.  Gen.  6th  brigade,  V.  M. 


Lieutenant  Cblonel  Joeeph  8terret*s  StaUmaU. 
Baltimore,  November  22, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  llth  instant,  and  wil( 
with  pleasure  give  such  information  as  I  posses 
relative  to  the  unfortunate  affiiir  of  Bladeasteig. 

On  the  19th  of  August  last,  the  3d  hngaie  of 
Maryland  militia  was  called  into  the  serrwe  of 
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the  Uoited  States.    Oa  the  20th,  the  5th  regi- 
ment, the  rifle  battalioo,  under  Major  Pinknef, 
and  two  companies  of  artillery,  under  Captains 
Myer  and  Magruder,  making,  together,  about 
eight  hundred  men,  were  oraered  hj  General 
Strieker  to  proceed  to  Bladensburg,  under  my 
command,  where  I  was  to  report  mvseif  to  Gene- 
ral Winder.    On  the  21st,  the  whole  took  up  the 
line  of  march.    At  Elk  Ridge  Landing,  I  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  General  Winder, 
directing  me  to  proceed  to  Snowdea's  hj  conve- 
nient marches,  and  there  await  his  further  orders. 
As  the  detachment  set  out  without  being  com- 
pletely equipped.  I  hailed  at  the  landing,  to  give 
an  opportunity  tor  the  further  supplies  to  come 
op.  However, on  Monday, the  22d,  about  2  o'clock, 
P.  M^  I  received  an  order  from  General  Winder, 
by  express,  to  advance  by  forced  marches  to  Bla- 
densburg.   The  whole  of  my  detachment  in- 
stantly struck  their  tenis;  and,  with  the  greatest 
alacrity,  took  up  the  line  of  march.    We  arrived 
at  the  buck,  or  Snowden's,  at  a  late  hour,  and 
encamped  for  the  night.    Early  the  next  morn- 
ing we  were  in  motion,  and  that  eveninc  arrived 
at  Uladensburg,  where,  by  order  of  Gen.  Winder,  I 
was  placed  under  the  command  of  General  Stans- 
bury.    The  whole   encampment  was    alarmed 
about  nine  o'clock  that  nignt,  soon  after  my  de- 
tachment had  pitched  their  tents,  and  before  the 
men  could  refresh  themselves.    They,  however, 
formed  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity,  and  re- 
mained under  arms  until  about  one  o'clock.    We 
were  scarcely  dismissed  before  we  were  again 
called  to  arms^  and  about  two  o'clock  were  or* 
dered  to  strike  our  tents;  and, finally,  before  day- 
light, we  marched,  and  crossed  the  bridge  at 
Bladensburg,  and  took  the  road  to  Washington. 
We  were  occasionally  halted  and  advanced,  until 
about  11  o'clock,  when  we  were  countermarched, 
and  formed  in  the  orchard  on  the  west  side  of 
Bladensburg  bridge,  to  await  the  enemy,  who,  we 
were  informed,  was  advancing  in  full  force.    I 
knew  nothing  of  any  second  line  or  reserve  being 
formed  to  support  us,  and  no  man  of  any  judg- 
ment, acquainted  with  the  fftigued,  undisciplined, 
and  inexperienced  troops,  under  the  command  of 
General  Stansbury,  could,  for  a  moment,  suppose 
them  capable  of  making  a  successful  resistance 
to  a  superior,  brave,  and  veteran  enemy,  con- 
ducted by  officers  of  great  experience  and  high 
reputation.    In  this  situation  I  concurred  in  opin- 
ion with  Colonel  Ragan  and  Major  Pinkney, 
that  we  ought  to  fall  back,  and.  by  uniting  with 
the  other  troops  under  General  Winder  which 
were  supposed  to  be  between  us  and  Washing- 
ton, enable  the  General  to  make  a  better  disposi- 
tion of  his  whole  force ;  and  so  advised  General 
Stansbury,  who,  in  reply,  observed  that  the  order 
was    positive;   that  he  must  make   his  stand 
where  he  was ;  to  which,  of  course,  we  submitted. 
The  two  companies  of  artillery  and  the  rifle- 
nen,  under  Major  Pinkney,  were  detached  from 
ne,  and  sutioned  near  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg. 
The  fifth  was  formed  under  the  directions  of 
Z^olonel  Monroe,  the  present  Secretary  of  War, 
»n  thesleft,  and  in  lint  with  General  Stanabory's 


brigade,  from  which  period  my  attention  was 
principally  confined  to  this  regiment.  The  men 
beheld  the  gradually  approaching  dangers  of  bat- 
tle with  a  firm  and  undaunted  countenance.  The 
action  commenced  about  one,  by  an  attack  on 
the  redonbr,  where  the  riflemen  and  artillery  were 
placed.  These  soon  retired,  and  the  fifth  covered 
their  retreat,  and  kept  up  a  lively  fire,  and  sup- 
ported their  place  in  line  with  firmness,  until  the 
enemy  had  gained  both  flanks,  and  the  order  to 
retreat  was  giyen  by  General  Winder  himself. 
I  was  directed  to  take  a  road  to  the  right,  as  we 
retired,  leading  to  the  City  of  Washington ;  but 
we  were  so  annoyed  by  the  enemy's  flankers,  fol- 
lowed by  his  whole  force,  and  finding  no  reserve 
to  support  us,  or  upon  wnich  to  form,  it  became 
impossible  for  me,  though  ably  assisted  by  my 
field  and  other  officers,  to  preserve  order.  On 
my  arrival  at  Washington.  1  was  informed  that 
General  Winder  had  passed  through  Georgetown, 
and  taken  the  Fredericktown  road.  We  fdlowed, 
and  came  up  with  him  about  three  miles  from 
Georgetown,  and  reported  ourselves.  By  this 
time  it  was  nearly  dark.  General  Winder  here 
informed  me  that  he  should  retire  upon  Mont- 
gomery Court-house.  I  obtained  his  permission 
to  seek  for  refreshment  and  quarters^  and  discre- 
tionary orders  to  endeavor  to  turn  the  course  of 
the  retreat  towards  him.  This  night  I  had  the; 
mortification  of  witnessing  the  conflagration-  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  beiog  only  distant  about 
four  miles.  Early  the  next  morning,  with  my 
field  officers,  I  crossed  the  country  to  the  Balti 
more  road,  with  a  view  of  turning  the  troops  we 
might  meet  or  overtake  towards  Montfomery. 
We  soon  fell  in  with  numbers  of  General  Stans- 
bury^ brigade,  and  those  who  marched  from 
Baltimore  under  my  command.  But  our  exer- 
tions were  again  ineffectual,  from  the  knowledge 
all  possessed  of  the  destruction  of  the  pubfic 
buildings  in  the  city,  and  that  our  liAggage  wag- 
ons had  passed  into  Virginia.  In  fine,  I  con- 
cluded that  it  would  be  impossible  to  collect  any 
force  short  of  this  place,  and  so  came  on.  Gene- 
ral Winder  soon  after  arrived  here,  and  seemed 
satisfied  with  what  I  had  done. 

I  ought  to  notice,  that  the  first  line,  formed  on 
the  battle  ground,  was  changed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Monroe.  On  this  occasion  be 
observed  to  me,  "Although  you  see  that  I  am  ac- 
tive, you  will  please  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  is 
not  my  plan,"  or  words  to  this  effect. 

The  fall  of  the  capital  must  be  ascribed  chiefly 
to  the  insufficiency  in  point  of  numbers,  and  total 
inadequacy  in  point  of  discipline  of  the  troops 
assembled  for  its  defence.  No  General,  however 
great  his  talents  or  exertions,  with  such  means, 
against  such  a  foe.  could  have  saved  it.  The  im- 
posinff  front  of  the  enemy  was  never  diseon- 
certea  by  the  fire  o{  the  artillery  or  riflemen ; 
and  the  brigade  of  General  Stansbury  was  seen 
to  fly  as  soon  as  the  action  became  serious.  No 
second  line  or  reserve  appeared  to  advance  or 
support  us,  and  we  were  outflanked  and  defeated 
in  as  short  a  time  as  such  an  operation  could  well 
be  performed. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOSEPH  STERRET, 
Lieut.  CoL  5th  Regiment  Md.  M. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

in  Congreee,  Washington. 


Colantl  Oeorge  Minor's  Statemmt. 

In  answer  to  the  several  interrogatories  made 
lyy  Colonel  R.  M.  Johnson,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  public  buildings  in  the  Citv  of  Wash- 
ington, as  hereunto  annexed,  I  state  as  tollows.  viz: 

On  Friday,  the  194h  of  August  last,  was  in- 
formed (not  officially)  of  the  collecting  of  the 
enemy's  forces  in  our  waters,  namely,  the  Poto- 
mac and  Patozeot.  Immediately  issued  orders 
for  the  regiment  under  my  command  to  assemble 
at  Wren's  tavern  on  the  Tuesday  following,  it 
being  the  nearest  point  of  the  county  of  Fairfax 
to  the  city  ;  and,  on  Sunday  the  2l8t,  received 
orders,  through  Brigadier  GU>neral  Douglas,  to  re- 

Kir  with  a  detachment  of  ninety  men,  that  had 
eti  previously  placed  in'  detail,  to  march  at  a 
Boment's  warning  to  the  aid  of  Oeneral  Hun- 
gerford,  whose  headquarters  were  either  in  the 
.counties  of  Westmoreland,  King  George,  or  Nor- 
thumberland ;  and  to  make  one  other  requisition 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  men,  exclusive  of  offi- 
cers, and  order  them  to  the  aid  of  Qen.  Winder, 
City  of  Washington.  And  on  Monday  evening, 
the  S2J,  received  a  verbal  message  from  the  Presi* 
dent,  by  Mr.  John  Qrabam,  to  hasten  on  the 
troops  which  had  been  ordered  from  my  regi- 
ment, which  will  more  folly  appear  by  said  Gra- 
ham's letter  to  General  Winder,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  committee;  and,  after  inform- 
ing Mr.  Graham  the  purport  of  the  orders  I  had 
received,  we  both  concluded  it  would  be  proper 
for  him  to  return  to  Washington,  and  have  the 
orders,  first  alluded  to,  countermanded,  so  as  to 
josiify  me  in  marching  with  my  wholb  force  to 
the  city  ;  which  consisted,  as  well  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, of  six  hundred  infantry  and  about  one  hun- 
dred cavalry;  and  the  said  Graham  returned  to 
Wren's  tavern  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  23d,  with 
General  Winder's  orders,  written  on  the  same 
letter  to  which  I  have  referred  the  committee. 
On  the  receipt  of  which  I  took  up  my  line  of 
march  immediately,  and  arrived  at  the  Capitol 
between  sunset  and  dark,  and  immediately  made 
my  way  to  the  President  and  reported  my  arrival, 
when  be  referred  me  to  General  Armstrong,  to 
'  whom  I  repaired,  tnd  informed  him  as  to  the 
strength  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  to  the  want  of 
arms,  ammunition,  dbc.,  which  made  it  as  late  as 
early  candle  light,  when  I  was  informed  by  that 
geoiieman  the  arms,  ^.,  could  not  be  had  that 
night,  and  directed  me  to  report  myself  next 
morning  to  Colonel  Carbery,  who  would  furnish 
me  with  arms,  dbc. ;  which  gentleman,  from  early 
next  morning,  1  diligentl]r  sought  for,  until  a  late 
hour  of  the  forenoon,  without  being  able  to  find 
him,  and  then  went  in  search  of  General  Winder, 
whom  I  found  near  the  Eastern  Branch)  when 


he  gave  an  order  to  the  armorer  for  tie  maDhiaa 
wanting,  with  orders  to  reiQrn  lo  the  CaoiS 
there  to  await  further  orders.  *^^ 

On  my  arrival  at  the  armory,  (wnd  e|,jj .. 
partment  in  the  care  of  a  very  yont  Bin  who 
dealt  out  the  stores  cautiously,  wiiickiwiL., 
ly  to  consume  time;  as,  forinsttDce,wbftinti 
were  once  counted  by  my  officer«,who*owtd 
every  disposition  to  expedite  the  farniihu;  tke 
men,  the  young  man  had  to  eooot  thea  orer 
again,  before  they  could  be  obajiied,  ui  u 
which  place  1  met  with  Colood  dim  t^ 
introduced  himself  to  me,  sod  i^it^  {^ 
not  being  found  when  I  wai  n  mtkoltia, 
stating  he  had  left  town  the  ereoinj More, u] 
had  gone  to  his  seat  in  theeoootry.  him^- 
ting  the  men  equipped,  I  ordered  tkenoiiotiie 
Capitol,  and  waited  myself  to  sign  the  meipn 
for  the  munitions  furnished;  a&d,oQnf  trrinl, 
was  informed  iby  Major  Hunter,  whoeooniaflM 
in  my  absence,  orders  had  been  gifeaioniRk 
to  Bladensburg,  when  we  tooknpoofotrehfv 
that  place,  and  met  the  retrating  trny  in  iki 
side  the  turnpike  gate,  and  wtsordered  by  oied 
General  Winder's  aids  to  form  tbeliMof  luk 
on  a  height  near  that  place,  iDdviisoMi/iB 
ordered  by  the  General  ia  penoD  toihrQvhek 
my  regiment  from  that  positioo,  ijrto  ikimim^ 
and  to  wait  until  the  retreatioginiyyimwd, 
and  cover  their  retreats  and  ioaediitelytfter 
sent  his  aid  to  direct  me  to  cooiieriureh  lane 
diately,  and  come  on  to  the  Cipiiol 

After  returning  there,  halted  ibeiToopi,\ovaii 
further  orders,  until  General  Winder  direeieAoe 
to  march  them  on,  without  teiliog  Devhrrtiof 
course  I  marched  with  the  other  troops  ooui  I 
came  to  the  Six  Boildinss,  where  liooktbeidl 
hand  road,  leading  to  the  foQDdry,uiltb(RK- 
cupied  the  nearest  height  to  tbti  place;  tod  xti 
the  adjutant  to  find  where  the  GeaenlWoa* 
his  rallying  point,  and  was  ioforoWtt  Tttief- 
town,  where  i  marched  thateTepioj.MdiMDd 
the  troops  moving  ofi*  to  encamp  iis«eoi»«j 
nient  place  on  the  river  road,  wherel  ioitow 
on  until  I  saw  two  barns,  where  1  iM4eio,w 
rested  for  the  night.  Next  morniDgioofki  w 
General  Winder;  met  him  oo  ihe  t(Af^ 
from  Tenley town,  to  where  my  iroopi»y,»» 
he  ordered  me  to  Montgomery  Coort^oiW:^ 
from  thence  to  Baltimore.  Giveo  onder fflj »» 
City  of  Washington,  30th  of  (kioberj 
^  ^      bEORGE  MINOR 

OoUmdHOlhJRegLy'^ 

Lieutenant  CoUma  John  TayketSUltB^ 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  '^«<'J'"'^i"'^ 
of  the  committer  of  investigation,  A^i  * ""  . 
honor  to  make  to  you  the  followinr«^^' 
on  my  return  from  the  Northern  mr'V 
commanded  by  Major  Genenl  Par^«- * ' 
Virginia  mUitia,  which  I  leftoa  ^^^J^. 
with  despatefaea  from  that  officer,  u  »P^' ^ 
commaoicaUoa  I  bad  been  chsif>'"^''" 
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eerninv  the  VirgiDia  draughts,  I  arriv^ed  at  Wash* 
ington  on  Sunday  ni|^ht  mte.  ((be  SlstJ  and  re- 
ported myself  early  the  next  morning  to  General 
ArmstroBg.'who  ordered  me  to  meet  him  at  the 
War  Office  at  12  o'clock)  from  whom  1  received 
the  following  order: 

"  Wab  Dbparthent. 
August  22, 1814.— 12  o'd&ck. 
"  General  Orders. 

^  General  Douglas  will  assemble  his  brigade  at 
Alexandria, and  hold  it  there,  subject  to  orders. 
«*  J.  ARMSTRONG." 

I  immediately  proceeded  with  alt  speed,  and 
executed  the  abore  order.  Having  recefved  Doug- 
las's cummonicatioD,  I  hastened  to  Washington, 
and  banded  it  to  General  Armstrong  on  Tuesday 
night,  the  23d;  when  he  instantly  sent  me  back  to 
Virginia,  charged  with  the  following  orders,  and 
with  verbal  directions  to  forward  on  the  Virginia 
draughts  wUk  aUpoesibie  9pe$d : 

^  Wab  DBPABTMmiT,  Aug.  23, 1814* 
**  CknenU  Order: 

**  Lieutenant  Colonel  Minor  will  repair  to  Wash- 
ington, with  the  regiment  under  his  commaiKl, 
with  the  utmost  despatch.  He  will  report,  on  bis 
arrival  at  Washington,  to  Colonel  Carbery,  of 
the  3<5th  regiment  of  United  States' infantry,  and 
make  a  reqaisition  for  arms  and  ammunition. 
**J  ARMSTRONG^" 

"  War  Depabtubnt.  Aug.  23, 1814. 
^General  Order: 

'^  All  militia  now  in  and  marching  to  Alexan- 
dria (besides  that  of  Cokmel  Minor)  will  march 
immediately  to  Washington. 

^*J.  ARMSTRONG." 
*'  These  orders  will  be  communicated  by  Colo- 
nel Tayloe." 

For  the  purpose  of  executing  these  orders  with- 
out loss  of  time,  and  after  communicating  by  a 
dragoon  with  Colonel  Minor,  I  proceeded  down 
the  Northern  Neck  to  General  Hungerford's  brig- 
ade^ then  encamped  at  Camp  Seiden,  near  Poto- 
mac creek.  On  the  27th  August  I  moved  from 
the  brigade  at  Occoquan^  on  its  march  to  Wash- 
ington, and  came  on  with  a  despatch  from  the 
General  to  Colond  Monroe,  which  I  delivered  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning  at  Washington. 

General  Armstronjr  manifested  much  zeal  and 
earnest  soliciution  tor  the  defence  of  Washing- 
ton, and  instructed  me  to  use  my  best  exertions 
in  ha8tenin£[  the  troops  for  the  attainment  of  that 
deairable  object. 

I  have  thus  made  you  acquainted  with  the 
ordera  I  received  from  the  late  Secretary  of  War, 
previoos  to  the  capture  of  Washington  by  the 
enemy,  and  stated  to  you  as  concisely  and  accu- 
rately as  I  can  recolleot,at  this  distant  period,  the 
manner  in  whieh  these  orders  were  executed. 

I  am,  airi  very  respeotfully,  your  most  obedient 
■ervant, 

JOHN  TAYLOB, 
Idem.  CW.  Oivolfy,  AT.  A  C 


lAeuUnatU  CoUmd  /.  IavqU^s  Siatem^snt. 
WAaBiNOTON  City,  Oct.  31, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of 
the  26th  instant,  in  behalf  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  gave 
success  to  the  enemy  in  bis  late  enterprise  against 
this  city,  desiring  to  know  the  part  taken  by  my 
command;  my  orders,  positions,  and  duties;  the 
number  of  cavalry  under  ray  command,  and  the 
different  corps  of  cavalry ,  dbc. ;  in  answer  to  which, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  as  follows: 

It  is  neces-sary,  first,  I  should  bp^  leave  to  com-  - 
mence  mv  narrative  from  Carlisle,  the  place 
which  had  been  assigned  me  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  collect,  equip,  mount,  and  instruct,  the 
dragoons,  for  whom  that  place  was  selected  as  a 
depot,  and  at  which  I  received  my  orders  for  this 
city.  This  is  the  more  necessary,  as  it  is  htghlr 
important  to  me  to  exhibit  the  true  state  in  whicn 
I  set  off,  and  thus  redress  the  erroneous  opinion 
the  public  had  formed  of  my  command,  both  in 
point  of  strength  and  capacitv  as  dragoons. 

I  took  command  early  in  March  last  of  the  de- 
pot at  Carlisle,  and  as  fast  as  the  recruits  ar- . 
rived  they  were  instructed  in  the  sword  exercise, 
marched  through  the  drilling  movements,  and 
received  all  other  in&tructions  that  could  be  given 
them  without  horses,  having  none  then.  After 
a  few  months  one  troop  was  completed,  mounted 
equipped,  and  trained,  but  it  was  ordered  to  Buf- 
falo, under  command  of  Captain  Hopkins,  who 
carried  with  him  all  the  hordes,  except  the  lame 
and  sick.  Thus  I  had  to  begin  again,  and  wait 
for  meo  arriving  from  the  different  rendezvous, 
and  patiently  wait  also  for  horses,  which  came 
on  slowly,  until  about  the  25ih  of  July,  when  I 
received  the  following  orders  from  the  "War  De- 
partment, to  which  letter  I  must  call  your  par- 
ticular attention,  it  being  an  essential  document 
to  prove  the  state  I  was  in,  and  the  condition  in 
which  I  left  Carlisle  to  meet  the  enemy,  aa  it 
happened  io  ten  days : 

'*  An/^  inv  Inspector  Qen's  Offiob, 
Washivgton,  July  20,  1814. 

**8ir:  As  soon  as  you  have  assembled  the  re- 
cruits for  the  Light  Dragoons,  arrange  them  into 
two  troops,  with  the  requisite  number  of  officers, 
if  within  your  command,  and  as  soon  as  Lieu- 
tenant Darrah  hasfuroisbeJ  you  wilhasuffiqieot 
number  of  horses  to  mount  them,  you  will,  wiili- 
out  delay,  move  to  Montgomery  Courthouse,  Ma* 
ryland,  taking  the  nearest  and  best  road  to  that 
place,  dbc. 

^^Tbe  equipment,  complete,  cannot  probably 
be  furnished  in  time  at  Carlisle;  you  will,  in  that 
case,  order  them  to  Baltimore. 

"On  your  arrival  at  Montgomery  you  will  re- 
port to  Brigafdier  Gkneral  Winder  for  ordera. 

"  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

''JOHN  R.  BELL, 
**AnUiaia  Iiwpeetar  OeneraL 

*<Lt.  CoL  Latall,  lAghi  Dragoons.^ 

The  abof  e  orders  wert  ezecuied  with  the  nt- 
inost  aotifity  aad  pnncUinlity*    I  dsspatebedi 
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immediately,  an  expffan  to  the  olBeer  mentioned, 
as  porebaser  of  the  hones,  (Lieutenant  Darrah,) 
who  was  then  at  Pittsbnrg,  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  Carlisle.  I  enclosed  the  tenor  of 
mj  orders;  in  return  of  which,  as  soon  .as  practi- 
cable, he  sent  what  horses  he  had,  beiog  about 
twenty,  and  came  himself  some  time  after,  with 
about  the  same  number :  and  then,  with  all  rea- 
sonable despatch,  purchased  what  was  wanted  to 
mount  what  number  of  men,  fit  for  duty,  I  then 
had,  being  about  one  hundred  and  forty,  arranged 
as  directed,  into  two  troops,  the  one  commanded 
by  Captain  Burd  and  two  lieutenants,  and  the 
other  by  Capuin  Littlejohn  and  two  lieutenants. 
The  purchase  of  horses  was  completed  on  Satur- 
day, the  13th  of  August,  and  I  marched  off  with 
the  squadron  the  Monday  following,  15th.  I  ar- 
rived at  Montgomery  on  Thursday,  the  18th. 
On  Fridav.  the  19tb,  I  came  to  Washington  for 
orders,  ana  returned  to  Montgomery  same  da^r. 
And  on  Saturday,  the  20th,  about  ten  o'clock  m 
the  morning,  I  marched  my  troops  through  the 
city.  I  crossed,  according  to  orders,  the  Eastern 
Branch  bridge,  and  encamped  nearly  opposite  the 
Nayy  Yard.  There  we  remained  until  Sunday 
afternoon,  21st,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  Wood- 
yard,  between  which  place  and  Nottingham,  and 
Marlborough,  and  the  Old  Fields,  we  were  kept 
on  constant  duty. in  reconnoitering,  in  patrolling, 
in  escorting,  furnishing  ridettes,  to  and  fro,  until 
Tuesday,  the  23d,  when  we  recrossed  the  Eastern 
Branch  bridge,  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
both  men  and  norses  hungry,  and  harassed  with 
fatigue.  We  remained  in  that  aituation  until 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Wednesday. 
94th.  A  stack  of  hay  had  just  been  discovered 
and  directed  to  be  purchased,  when  I  received  the 
following  order,  to  wit : 

"HBADCinARTBRS,  WASHINGTON, 

AugUBt  24. 
'*  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lavall  will  proceed  im- 
mediately with  his  deuchment  to  ^adensburg, 
and  report  to  Brigadier  General  Stansbury. 

« WM.  H.  WINDER,  Brig,  (?cn.,  f  c." 

The  men,  extremely  anxious  to  feed  their  horses} 
were  in  the  act  of  fetchinff  the  hay  on  their  heads, 
and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  they  could  be  per- 
suaded to  drop  it  before  they  reached  their  horses. 
The  trumpet  sounded,  the  men  ran  to  their  horses, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  I  was  under  way  for  Bla- 
densburg.  A  number  of  the  horses  were  unable 
to  proceed  ;  several  of  the  men  sick;  and  from  other 
casualties  my  command  was  reduced  to  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five.  This,  sir,  was  the  total 
amount  of  dragoons  under  my  command.  The 
report  which  has  circulated  of  m  v  having  on  that 
day  from  four  to  five  hundred  dragoons  is  erro- 
neous. There  were  several  other  troops  of  vol- 
nnteer  cavalry,  but,  sir.  I  had  no  command  nor 
control  over  them.  Wnat  might  have  been  their 
orders  1  know  not ;  they  did  not  join  me,  nor  did 
I  receive  at  any  time  any  orders  to  uke  command 
of  them,  or  any  of  them. 

I  have,  in  compliance  with  yonr  request,  sir, 
pioenred  the  names  and  probable  atiength  of  each 


troop,  which,  as  near  as  I  har«  beeo  ible  iodIl 
tain,  is  herewith  subjoined. 

I  proceeded  to  Bladensborg;  \^^,,  ^ 
there  before;  theenemywssiasijte;inTOfden 
were  to  report  to  General  Stanstoiy.,  litopoed 
my  troops  in  the  road  near  theme;lioolS 
for  the  General ;  I  could  not  coneop  vithhiQ* 
he  was  visiting  his  troops.  Oor  hones  being  mock 
in  want  of  water,  we  marched  to  iherirer.  Tlie 
enemy  was  then  advancing  npidlj  towirfis  jt 
I  retired  without  having  met  the  {Saiefai,  tAoja 
I  had  never  seen  On  my  retiring froin  licnrcr 
I  was  met  by  Colonel  Monroe,  (tkei  Seerettrr 
of  State.)  I  informed  him  ifai&vuiof 
orders;  and  being  totally  onacqulotedviibiiie 
place,  I  was  indebted  to  him  for  theptaeekefwit- 
ed  out,  which  I  occupied  immediitely  witli  ik 
squadron.  At  the  moment  of  mf  estering  ibt 
ravine, General  Stansbury  ptaedbfudippred 
of  i  t.  I  was  then  satisfied  that  thi  QeDenf  hew 
my  position.  The  action  begu  ioBtdiitelf, 
and  the  front  of  the  rarine  being  too  high  for  ot 
to  observe  the  movements  of  the  eDenr.  I  «!• 
vanced  in  front  with  oneof  my  offieen(Lieoifli' 
ant  Brakin)  to  judge  better  of  the  opportooitf 
which  might  offer.  Oar  beinf  dented,  ui  k  i 
conspicuous  situation,  the  btmudnxlMsjMfl 
showered  around  us.  I  had  noot&erehjieeto 
form  any  idea,  having  nerer  ben  it  (be  plice 
before.  We  were  too  late  to  kn  isf  joitieioQi 
arran^menta,  not  knowinc  kowthettoopsud 
batteries  were  disposed  in  BUdea^i|',  lad  ve 
arrived  too  much  before  oar  on  tnops  boa 
Washington  to  know  thedispoealoftliaDinthe 
rear. 

The  engagement  was  but  tkort  IwillDfti» 
ter  into  the  deuils  of  it,ai  yoo  hireDodoiki, 
sir,  been  furnished  by  a  better  intkoriif ;  not  is 
it  vour  desire.  I  will  only  state  wbitlaiisitfuy 
reference  to  my  share.  AU  of  a  saddei  mm) 
seemed  routed ;  a  confused  retreat  ippewriwK 
about  in  every  corner  of  the  battle  gwa^ud  the 
place  we  were  occupying  seemed  to  ^"  Jj* 
the  one  by  which  it  was  to  be  cff«wL  Tier 
poured  in  torrents  by  us.  Mf  right  wins  btuf 
outside  of  the  ravine,  covered  onfortouielri§^ 
which  it  appeared  was  much  wanted.  Aoutd* 
lery  company  drove  through  before  veconldcleif 
it ;  aeveml  of  my  men  were  crashed  dow,hoi« 
and  all,  and  myself  narrowly  essapcd  hrnDfiif 
thigh  broken  by  one  of  the  wheels,  m^ 
took  me  oflf  my  horse.  All  this  craw^JJ 
confusion  in  the'  right  wing  of  the  sqoidrtf;''|} 
however  soon  got  in  order,  and  thestttf""  \ 
running  phalanx  considerably  abated.        ,  | 

In  the  midst  of  a  confusion,  tiie  lin«  »»» 
I  had  never  seen  in  a  field  of  hat^^<^,12 
troops  was  curried  off  the  field,  eitte  W 
some  mistake  or  improper  ^^^*^J^VLi 
known  to  me,  who  ought  to  hare  been  m^ 
or  consulted.  The  moment  tbt  such  u  '^ 
taut  point  of  discipline  is  trampled  apoo.'^ 
mending  officer  loses  all  responsibilitr'^J?^^. 
credit,  and  risks  his  honor  for  the  sas^" 
inff  a  command.  .    ... ^  ^^ 

Captain  Bard's  troops  whiek  theidi'ii^^'"' 
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sist  of  more  than  fifty-five  men,  was  all  tbe  com- 
mand I  was  then  left  with — ^hardly  half  of  a  cap- 
taints  command.  Tet,  it  has  been  wondered  at 
why  I  did  not  cot  to  pieces  four  or  five  thousand 
of  the  British  veteran  troops  with  fifty-five  men, 
all  recruits,  and  upon  raw  horses.  The  most  of 
them  had  not  yet  been  pnrdissed  twoweeks.  The 
conseqaences  afe  so  obvious  that  I  did  not  think 
myself  justifiable  to  make  so  certain,  so  inevita- 
ble a  sacrifice,  without  a  hope  of  doing  any  good. 
There  is  a  distinction  between  .madness  and 
bravery. 

Regular  troops  never  act  or  retrtet  without  or- 
ders ;  I  had  no  other  orders  than  those  I  have 
stated  above,  I  therefore  remained  as  long  as  I 
could.  I  consulted  with  Captain  Burd  before  we 
left  the  field,  who  had  no  more  desire  to  leavi^  it 
than  I  had^  but  it  was  high  time ;  when  we  saw 
all  going,  I  could  no  longer  doubt  of  tbe  order 
being  general ;  I  could  not  account  for  its  not 
being  more  generalljr  communicated.  The  ene- 
my was  then  advancing  rapidly  under  a  shower 
of  fire,  besides  a  column  of  about  seven  or  eight 
hundred  wbieh  had  gained  considerably  on  our 
right  3  we  then,  and  only  then,  sir,  marched  off 
on  a  walk  between  the  flankiog  column  and  our 
disordered  army.  We  continued  in  that  order, 
walking  our  horses  as  i^iow  as  horses  could  walk, 
when  we  were  again  met  by  Colonel  Monroe, 
who  walked  his  horse  with  us  better  than  a  mile, 
until  he  was  satisfied  that  the  enemy  on  our  right 
required  to  be  kept  in  observation.  He  left  us 
and  ad  vised,  to  proceed  in  the  order  we  then  were, 
and  we  did  so. 

The  pleasing  hope  to  meet  all  our  forces  col- 
lected at  Washington,  and  that  there  we  would 
be  better  able  to  receive  the  enemy,  from  various 
motives  and  resources  which  we  could  not  have 
had  at  Bladensburg,  filled  my  mind  with  anxiety, 
and  helped  to  comfort  me  in  our  retreat;  for  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  imagination  to  have  in- 
dulged itself  with  a  moment  of  doubt,  whether 
we  should  fight  or  not  at  Washington,  and  defend 
the  Capitol  to  the  last  man.  I  have  not  met  a 
man  who  was  not  of  the  same  opinion  with  me 
on  thai  score  ;  by  what  fatality  we  were  made  to 
pass  through  the  city  and  leave  it  unprotected  I 
know  not,  nor  is  it  within  the  reach  of  my  com- 
preheestott. 

Having  arrived  at  the  Capitol,  I  formed  my 
troop.  It  had  been  rumored,  or  ordered,  (I  do  not 
remember  which.)  that  we  were  all  to  form  near 
it ;  but,  after  remaining  there  half  an  hour,  I  saw 
no  troops  in  the  neighborhood.  I  was  then  in- 
formed that  the  President's  house  was  tbe  place 
before  which  the  army  was  to  be  formed.  1  thefi 
marched  through  the  avenue,  and  soon  arrived 
before  the  President^  house,  but  saw  no  army 
nor  symptoms  of  any,  which  would  indicate  a 
probability  of  resistance.  After  remaining  in  that 
situation  for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  I 
could  not,  nor  would  not,  believe  that  tbe  city 
was  to  be  given  Up  without  a  fight;  When  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  follow  the  army,  which  it  ap- 
peared had  passed  through  Qeorgetown  two 
hours  before  us,  I  then,  sir,  with  a  heart  full  of 


sorrow,  grief,  and  indignation,  ordered  mv  troop 
to  follow  the  army,  and  met  it  about  three  or 
four  miles  above  Georgetown.  What  follows 
tbfii  period,  I  presume,  sir,  is  of  little  importance 
to  you  and  the  committee  of  inquiry ;  i,  there- 
fore, will  close  by  saying  that,  from  that  d^j  to 
this,  I  have  not  ceased  to  lament  tbe  event,  with- 
out being  able  to  penetrate  into  the  cause. 

I  have  now  given  you,  sir,  all  the  information 
in  iny  power,  relative  to  the  several  points,  the 
subject  of  your  request  in  the  letter  you  have  hon- 
ored me  with  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  of  whom 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

J.  LAVALL, 
Col.  Com.  Squadron  U.  8.  L.  D. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 


Strtngth  and  nameM  of  the  several  Mounted  Vol' 

urUeer  Corpt  on  the  ground  at  Blademburg. 
Lieutenant  Coloael  Tilghman,  ^bout  -       -    70 
Major  Ridgely     -       -       -       -       -       -  110 

Captain  Graham  •  •  -  •  -  -  35 
Lieutenant  Williams  -  -  •  -  •  20 
Captain  Herber   -       -       •       -       -       -    25 

Total 260 


Colonel  WiUiam  D,  BealTe  Statement. 

QEOaafiTowN,  Nov.  22, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  request, 
directed  by  the  honorable  committee  *'  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the 
enemy  in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  city,'' 
&C.9  that,  on  my  march  to  Bladensburg,  on  the 
24th  of  August,  I  received  General  Winder's  or- 
der, in  reply  to  ale^er  I  bad  written  him  the  day 
before,  to  join  General  Stansbury  at  Bladensburg^ 
that,  on  my  arrival  at  the  mill,  I  was  met  by  a 
gentleman,  (General  Winder's  aid,  I  supposed.) 
who  informed  me  ^ly  ground  was  Veitch's  Hill; 
he  conducted  me  to  the  ground,  where  I  formed 
and  received  the  enemy,after  he  had  done  with  the 
army  below  the  hill.  On  our  retreat,  at  Capitol 
Hill,  I  received  an  order  to  march  through  George- 
town to  the  heights  above  it ;  but  we  reached 
Tenleytowoj  and,  from  thence,  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  nijgfat,  were  ordered  to  move  on  the  river 
road,  no  point  designated ;  the  next  day,  we  ar- 
rived at  Montgomery  Courthouse;  the  next  day 
we  eacamped  at  Gaither's  heights,  thence  to  fil- 
llcoti's  Milla^  thence  to  the  two  mile  stone  towards 
Baltimore. 

I  have  been  informed  by  a  gentleman,  who 
acted  as  one  of  General  Winder's  aids,  that  he 
brought  mean  order  to  retreat ;  but  I  do  not  re- 
menvber  it. 

This  is  as  short  a  statement  as  I  can  make,  to 
comprehend  the  design  of  the  committee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WM.  D.  BEALL. 

N.  B.  Having  marched  about  sixteen  miles  that 
morning,  before  the  battle,  my  men  were  fatigued 
and  ezhauated.    Although  it  is  not  my  impres- 
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^m  sttf  m  iiiiBii—iitf  ^«<P  way  •cen-lir  as  w| 
jHjiUjB-nW  i«  swiff.  I  nwit  »ckotrwWg*  mat  tbe  | 
^iixftf  ir  M  -Iff  •PBWi'V  «»^  not  of  a  rharact^ 
0ir«»ifi?fDT>t*  VT'*  '^tt  WT  wihif^  in  uefrniiin^  Wie  j 
BBTiiiE  If'  •*  Ci«  *^  S'»:<*.  and.  li>^  re  ore,  ma  Of  | 
4««^f  *i**-  ..IT  :r  ni  r  :t>e  aeo,  abd  par iaily  sur-  i 
vt^tr^t :  m  mil'-  »  stnr  paTeway.  in  defjKie  of  ■ 
^#»-  i:«iif.  J  *■*  '!♦  d'oH"  I'oup*-  My  commaTiC  • 
oBLsac^c  c^'  a^it  aeren  or  eigiii  hnodred  mea. 


Ji£>:r  WiLiam  FimknefM  SlalemenL 

Baltimou.  A«b.  16, 1614. 

Sib:  I  kare  the  liODor  lo  make  il»«  followinf 
m— nTinfirraj  is  eofapliaoee  viik  the  rpqueiii 
ca«ui*ed  io  yocr  letter  of  tkc  17tk  of  Ua  asatii. 

Tae  deiaeiiaieat«of  vbick  my  faaualion  of  rifie- 
BCB  (or  rather  three  eompsaiet  of  it)  formed  a 
pvt,  ourehed  from  Bahimorv  oa  the  2ist  of  As- 
^mt^  undrr  the  eommmad  of  Lieatesaot  ColoAd 
flierret  of  the  5tb  ref imeoi,  and  arrived  at  Bla* 
dfluhorg  about  aoo-aet  on  the  23d,  wbcie  it  ea- 
camped  below,  aad  at  a  abort  diataoee  from,  the 
brigade  of  General  Staasbory.  who  had  fixed  his 
encampment  on  Lowndes'  Hill,  by  the  side  of  the 
itwd  from  Marlborough,  and  between  that  road 
nnd  the  ri?er  road.  The  detachment  was  wholly 
from  the  third  brigade  of  Maryland  militia,  and 
consisted  of  the  5ih  raiment,  between  four  and 
fire  httndred  strong;  oftwoeompooies  of  artillery, 

iwith  six  tix  pounders,)  commanded  by  Capuins 
iyer  and  Magrader,  amounting  to  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  ;  and  of  three  companies 
of  my  battalion,  commanded  by  Captainn  Dyer. 
Aisquifh,  and  Baden,  amounting  to  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  rank  and  file. 

In  the  night  of  the  23J.  (about  eleven  o'clock,) 
we  were  called  to  arms  by  several  discharges  of 
single  mnskeu  in  quick  succession,  by  General 
Btansbnry's  pickets.  Dor  detachment,  of  which 
only  1  had  much  opportunity  to  observe  the  con- 
duct, turned  out  wiih  alacrity,  and  exhibited, dur- 
ing the  alarm,  great  spirit  and  firmness.  The 
dispositions  made  by  General  Stansbury  to  meet 
the  enemy,  who  was  supposed  to  be  advancing  by 
the  upper  road,  appeared  to  be  prompt  and  judi- 
cious. It  was  a  false  alarm,  however,  and,  after 
a  few  hours,  we  were  permitted  to  return  to 
quarters. 

We  had  scarcely  reached  our  encampment,  be- 
fore (Lionel  Sterret  and  myaelf  were  summoned 
to  the  tent  of  General  Stansbury,  where  we  found 
his  principal  officers  assembled.  The  General 
suted  to  tis  that  he  had  just  received  intelligence 
from  General  Winder  that  he  bad  retired  upon 
Washington,  across  the  Eastern  Branch ;  ancl  he 
asked  our  advice  as  to  the  course  which,  in  eon- 
aequence  of  that  movement,  it  was  proper  for  him 
to  pursue,  apprizing  us  at  the  same  time,  as  I 
think,  that  General  Winder  expected  him  to  fight 
the  enemy,  if  he  should  uke  the  route  of  Bladeos- 
burg.  It  appeared  to  be  certain  tbac  the  enemy 
would  take  that  route,  without  loss  of  time,  and  that 
General  Sunsbnry'a  force,  fatigued  and  exhaust- 
ed as  a  portion  of  it  was,  consisting  altogeihcr  of 
aulitia  unused  to  service,  amounting  toliule 


ikM  twD  ifaosMd  a«»,  M^^mi  of  til  pm 
peci  af  anpfion  Irofli  tay  q«K«,nsiii  dociu 
aiwoD  n>  wumnad  mwtf  ihw  m  nQja\^j .; 
Tepniw  iToopK,  IB  i^f\tmim  wtwL  fttsttttc  t 
pecuiiaT  iBciiiuftthf<i9fenef.fefnA,i%'hn\ 
witf  co&fiuiered  imOmeni  Wib6r>..yi ni.;r 
Djjniffrnu^  ita.i  'knmtt  SuMda/rV  tt:*  mi. 
pBTLM  ui  Tfgtua«  ijfa  in  ehaiariCT  UL  . 
uiine.  tu'DKhcn  .Tiih  ttiam  sn4  hear.r  r.  •  n 
niiij  Willi  Q  p>«Mmi  tt^dv  of  home,  /wi' ..,  i-- 
cawrmUeL  lo  pase !  m  Eauera  Braor:,  tft^wn 
11  ami  tiiiKie  uoopt  I'lr  ihett.iGd  older  na^^ 
ihe  ufficsers  pteseat.  wn  of  opiaioA  i^  Genns 
Snmtibnry  m^t  nmubidyt  u  brnk  ap\.\.  w 
eaaBpmfnii.  and.  by  dtiani^  neim  lo  Vfu&ui 
um,  cunanii  ihe  salcE^'oiUftioictasia  \x\^m 
BaML  and  pM  it  in  aatsiboaMicfr^yeiu>T: 
chat  of  <aeHnl  Wiate;aad^Umtif<iikiBi 
c«ae  z)»  crdcB  of  tkoLiitanil,  vkatne-  ::- 
mig:ht  be,  far  tiK  protHtimoftbeCtpu.  im 
ctai  fiiaa  bmj  was  himdi  of  tint  vfom  rj 
in  caBfonnity  with  it,  vt  nUffliaeNBtfctr^ 
in  good  otdcr^  to  a  high  paaad,  ot  tk  «• 
the  HMia  nmdl,  about  a  BHieaiidahilfinn.ik 
deaibarg.  fr^  m  whence  ihs  mnnf  com:  e^ ' 
coonoiiered,  if  he  shaoli  adnKtala  ci 
anticipated.  We  halted  at  dns  phot ia.  m. 
rise  on  the  2ith,  after  Geiieni  Suatr  a.  a 
he  informed  me,  dcspaielicd  his  L-t-Umi 
(Major  Wood  year)  bGeoenl  Wmip 
him  notice  of  bis  match,  and  ukeiiiorH^&iuL 
iL  While  he  renaaiaed  kere,  GoeiiiBxdui'^ 
mentioned,  or  showed  to  me,  (I  fnsdfis.  > 
letter  just  received  by  him  frooGaea.^-- 
der,  wriueo,  I  believe,  before  Gaoi  ^- 
knew  of  his  late  nurek«  Crom  wkxav^"- 
that  General  Wiader  Mill  oManvti.-- 
gaging  the  enemy,  if  he  skoflMiasf^^* 
proaeh  by  Biadensbaig.  Iwai  still tf^^t^ 
so  expressed  myself  to  Genoal  Saetr.  3i. 
although  it  seemed  to  be  bbd^aiKF^ 
troops  to  dispote,*aloae,aa4  to  tki^^^' 
the  enemy's  paasage  to  the  cilf,iKC^?^ 
ble  the  military  views  of  bisiopniie^^ 
pose  such  an  underuking  spit  ^  * '^^ 
not,  unleas  his  orders  were  patmf»\^- 
were  aot  yet  andcntood  tobes.)^'^'; 
enemy  at  a  distance  from  Ckaml  ^^y 
out  whose  immediate  aid  becoaUt^"-"'^ 
rificehiauMn,  already  brakcadiaii!"^ 
fasting,  and  want  of  sleea  aad  ^^-^^ 
the  dcaunctioaof  the  Capiml;  ^^  Z 
year  would  soon  retorn  with  P«*^  j 
General  Wiader,  founded  vpo;  *^„i 


his  situation  aad  the  designs  of  ^^^^ 
that,  even  if  Major  Woodyeaf'ji««*||j[j, 
unexpectedly  reurded,  aad  a  fcs^  ^ 
actual  position  should  beeoaieaee^^^^ 
be  far  more  pnident  that  Gcani  »^ 
should  proceed  tooccnpy  one  (^i^^^'^ 
yet  nearer  to  Washingtoo,  wiib  ^^JLit 
abounded,  where  he  m«gbt  ooi  ob''^ 
the  enemy  to  advantage,  bat  rtiiwy  ^  ^^ 
by  the 0>mmander*inCbief, »»»*■  ^..^jc 
go  back  to  his  old  encampmeai,  ot  ■^^ 
hood,  whik  Gkatrii  Wiadei^  c^^'T* 
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linued  to  b«  precarious.  I  belie?e  that  Colonel 
Sterret  and  Coiooel  Rajpaa  gave  to  Geoeral 
Stansbury  the  same  opiaion.  in  substance,  and 
that  General  Stansbury  concurred  in  it.  He  did 
not,  however,  move  nearer  to  Washington,  for 
Major  Woodyear  shortly  afterwards  (about  nine 
o'clock)  brought  him  verbal  orders  from  General 
Winder  to  retrace  his  steps,  and  contest  with  the 
enemy  the  pass  at  Qladensburg,  together  with  an 
assurance  that  he  would  join  him  without  delay. 
These  orders  were  immediately  obeyed,  and,  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  A,  M.,  the  troops 
were  halted  in  a  field,  where  there  is  an  orcbardj 
on  the  left  of  the  road  as  you  approach  Bladens- 
burg  from  Washington,  not  far  from  the  bridge. 
The  passage  at  Bladensburg  may  be  effected,  as 
I  comprehend,  by  two  routes:  by  the  bridge  and 
deep  ford  juat  above  it,  and  by  the  more  shallow 
ford  in  the  old  Baltimore  road,  a  little  above  the 
fork  made  by  the  Northeast  and  Northwest  branch- 
es; which  lord  is  reached  from  Bladensburg,  by 
first  crossing  the  Northeast  branch  in  the  present 
Baltimore  road,  and  then  turning  to  the  lett ;  and 
we  halted  at  the  point  from  which  a  passage  by 
either  or  both  of  these  routes  might  be  opposed. 
While  the  enemy  was  expected,  a  cloud  of  dust 
announced  the  advance  of  a  body  of  troops  upon 
the  upper  road,  and  they  soon  showed  themselves 
upon  Lowndes'  Hill,  which  they  descended  rap- 
idly. As  General  Winder  had  not  vet  appeared, 
preparations  were  made  to  receive  them  by  Gen- 
eral Siansburjr,  assisted  by  Colonel  Monroe.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  field,  between  four  and  five 
hundred  yards  from  the  bridge,  as  I. conjecture. 
was  a  sort  of  a  battery,  en  barbette,  which  had 
been  hastily  constructed  for  heavy  artillery,  un- 
der, the  direction  of  Colonel  Wadswortb.  The 
Baltimore  companies  had  been  employed,  from 
their  first  arrival  in  the  field,  (with  such  tools  as 
they  could  get,}  in  cutting  embrasures  through 
the  parapet,  which  was  much  too  lefty  for  their 
six  pounders,  and*which  there  was  not  time  to 
reduce  through  iu  whole  extent,  and  in  masking 
them  with  brush  wood.  In  thia  battery  they 
were  now  stationed.  I  was  ordered  to  place  my 
companies  in  ambush  on  its  right,  with  a  view  to 
afford  protection  to  it,  and  to  annoy  the  enemy  in 
his  approach^  if  he  should  succeed  in  crossing  the 
bridge,  or  in  fording  the  stream  in  its  neighbor- 
hood. I  conducted  my  battalion  aceordingly  to 
the  place  prescribed,  and  there  distributed  them 
behind  a  fence  and  among  the  bushes,  upon  the 
slope  of  the  bank  which  terminates  the  field,  and 
also  beyond  the  slope*  as  near  to  the  bridge  and 
ford  us  was  practicable,  takiag  my  own  station 
some  yards  in  the  rear,  (with  the  Adjutant  and 
Sergeant  Major,)  on  the  top  of  the  bank  in  the 
field,  where  there  was  nothing  to  interrupt  my 
view  of  an  advancing  enemy.  The  fifth  regiment 
was  posted  about  fil'ty  yards  in  our  rear,  (out- 
stretching us  of  course,)  and  gave  confidence  to 
my  companies  and  the  artillery.  Two  compa- 
oiesof  General  Siansbury's  brigade  (acting  as  rifle- 
men, but  principally  armed  with  muskets)  were 
posted  near  the  barn|  behind  the  battery,  at  a  small 
disunce  from  us.    The  residue  of  the  brigade 


was,  I  think,  stationed  to  the  left  of  the  battery, 
near  to  and  beyond  the  road  which  flanks  it,  called 
the  Mill  road,  to  watch,  as  I  suppose,  that  road 
and  the  upper  fo/d,  and  to  march,  or  to  supply 
detachments,  as  occasion  might  require,  to  sus- 
tain the  other  paru  of  our  force.  A  few  horse 
paroded  on  the  main  road,  sometimes  as  far  as 
the  bridge.  Such  appeared  to  be  our  means  of 
resistance,  and  such  the  distribution  of  them.  It 
was  soon  ascertained,  however,  that  the  troops, 
whom  we  had  believed  to  be  foes,  were  a  regi- 
ment of  Maryland  militia,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Uolonel  Beall;  and  my  battalion  was 
consequently  withdrawn  into  the  field,  where  it 
rested  upon  its  arms.  The  newly  arrived  regi- 
ment passed  on  to  the  rear,  and-  took  post  out  of 
my  view,  and,  as  I  have  since  heard,  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  main  road,  where  we  had  halted 
in  the  morning,  as*  before  staled.  It  is  but  jus* 
tice  to  the  men.  under  my  command  to  observe, 
in  this  place,  that  they  went  to  their  posts  with 
cheerfulness,  although  they  were  about  to  coa^ 
tend,  as  they  supposed,  with  veteran  troops,  great- 
ly superior  in  numbers. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Col.  Beall's  regiment, 
the  enemy  was  discovered  in  full  march  lor  Bla- 
densburg, along  the  river  road,  and  we,  onee 
more,  prepared  for  battle.  I  had  now,  from  Gen* 
eral  Winder,  (who  had  recently  come  upon  the 
field,)  the  same  orders  I  bad  before  reeeired  for 
the  employment  of  my  men;  with  this  differ* 
ence  only,  that  General  Winder's  orders  import- 
ed, that  it  might  be  proper  to  place  a  portion  of 
them  upon  the  left  of  the  battery,  which  it  was 
undoubtedly  of  great  importance  to  protect,  and 
which  the  new  order  of  battle,  hereinafter  in  part 
explained,  seemed  to  leave  without  protection, 
unless  a  detachment  from  my  battalion  abould 
be  so  ap|)lied«  In  consequence,  I  detached  Cap* 
tain  Aisquitb,  with  the  whole  of  his  company, . 
with  directions  to  take,  and  maintain  as  long 
as  possible,  the  most  advantageous  position  there, 
for  the  objects  indicated  by  General  Winder's  or* 
ders.  I  remanded  the  other  two  companies  to  their 
former  stations  amongst  the  bushes;  and,  after  via* 
iting  the  battery,  and  remaining  there  until  the 
first  and  second  shots  were  fired  from  it,  I  re- 
sumed my  own  station  (with  the  battalion  offi- 
cers before  mentioned)  upon  the  top  of  the  bank, 
in  the  field.  A  company  of  militia,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Doughty,  (having  muskets  only,  but 
acting  as  rifiemen)  placed  itself,  at  my  instance^ 
on  our  right,  near  to  the  main  road,  undercover 
of  some  bushes  and  a  fence.  The  fifth  regiment, 
which  had  been  moved  from  iu  first  positiooi 
(where  it  might  have  contributed  to  repulse  the 
enemy  in  hia  attempts  to  leave  the  vicinity  of  the* 
bridge)  had  now,  to  the  great  discouragement  of 
myr  companies  and  of  the  artillery,  been  made  to 
retire  to  a  hill  several  hundred  yards  in  our  rear, 
but  visible,  nevertheless,  to  the  enemy,  where  it 
could  do  little  more  than  display  its  gallantry. 
The  two  companies  of  General  Siansbury's  brig- 
ade, acting  as  riflemen,  had  changed  their  station, 
so  that  I  no  longer  perceived  them ;  but  I  have 
heard  that  they  still  continued  at  no  great  die- 
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ttnee  from  their  old  eroond,  although  eooeealed 
from  me  by  the  barn  or  by  trees ;  my  impression, 
however,  is,  that  thev  did  not,  and  codd  not,  come 
into  action  there.  The  residue  of  General  Stans- 
bury'ft  brigade  had  been  moved  from  the  left,  and 
made  to  take  groand  (invisible  to  os  by  reason 
of  (he  intervenin|[  orchard)  on  the  ri^ht  of  the  fifth 
regiment,  with  its  own  right  resting  upon  the 
main  road,  and  disclosed  to  the  enemy.  A  small 
body  of  troops  (but  under  whose  command  I  am 
onioformed)  were  drawn  up  in  advance  of  the 
left  flank  of  the  fifth  regiment,  and  nearly  at  right 
angles  with  it,  but,  on  account  of  the  barn,  I  did 
not  see  it  until  the  two  companies  of  my  battalion, 
which  were  stationed  on  the  right  of  the  battery, 
retreated,  as  will  hereafter  be  mentioned.  Ot 
Colonel  Beall's  very  distant  station,  I  have  already 
spoken  from  hearsay,  but,  at  the  lime  of  the  action, 
I  knew  only  that  it  must  be  considerably  in  the 
rear.  Of  some  artillery  in  the  rear  of  our  right, 
I  had  no  knowledge,  until,  during  the  engage- 
ment^ I  heard  its  fire,  apparently  well  maintained. 
I  did  not  know  that  Brigadier  General  Smith's 
brifirade  was  in  or  near  the  field,  until  the  action 
had  ceased ;  nor  was  I  aware  that  the  artillery  of 
Commodore  Barney,  Major  Peter,  Captain  Burch, 
and  others,  (which,  if  it  had  been  brought  up  in 
time  to  act  upon  the  bridge,  and  the  road  at  each 
of  its  ends,  could  not  well  have  failed  to  insure 
a  triumph  over  the  enemy,  especially  if  supported 
by  a  part  of  the  infantry,  of  which  no  use  was 
made,  and  if  sufficient  care  had  also  been  taken 
to  observe  the  upper  ford,  to  which,  perhaps,  the 
enemy  might  have  had  recourse,  if  beaten  at  the 
bridge,)  was  at  any  time  near  to  us.  In  a  word, 
I  was  ignorant  of  aoy  reinforcements  which 

.  either  preceded,  accompanied,  or  followed  Gen- 
eral Winder,  except  only,  that  I  supposed  that 
Captain  Doiiffhty's  company,  and  the  few  troops 
in  advance  ofthe  left  flank  of  the  fifth  regiment, 
(just  before  mentioned^)  and  a  large  body  of  horse, 
which  was  kept  idle,  had  come  from  Washington. 
The  enemy  having  reached  Bladensburg,  de- 
scended the  hill,  about  twelve  o'clock,  in  a  very 
fine  style,  and  soon  showed  his  intention  to  force 
his  way  by  the  bridge.  Assisted  by  some  dis- 
charges of  rockets,  f  which  were  afterwards  in- 
dustriously continued,)  he  made  an  eflfbrt  to  throw 
across  the  bridffe  a  strong  body  of  infantry,  but 
he  was  driven  Mck  at  the  very  commencement 
of  it,  with  evident  loss,  by  the  artillery  in  the 
battery,  which  principally  acted  upon  the  street 
or  road  near  the  bridge,  and  he  literally  disap- 
peared behind  the  houses.  The  effort  was  not 
immediately  repeated;  but  the  artillery  continued 
its  fire,  with  a  view,  as  it  seemed,  to  interrupt  the 

^discharj^e  of  rockets,  as  in  some  degree  it  did,  and 
otherwise  to  check  the  enemy's  operations. 

After  a  long  pause,  during  which  I  conjectured 
(erroneously,  as  I  have  since  been  told)  that  the 
enemy,  less  confident  than  before  of  the  passage 
of  the  bridge,  detached  a  corps  of  some  strength 
to  make  its  way  by  the  ford,  in  the  old  Baltimore 
road,  a  second  attempt  was  made  to  cross  the 
bridge,  with  increased  numbers  and  greater  cel- 
erity of  movement.    This,  too,  was  encountered 


by  the  artillery  «  »kekattefy,l«  m  withk 
fornaer  success,  although  it  wis  aired  with  tmi 

edffed  skill  and  coonge.  In  tooat^^tnt  i  kZ 
column  of  the  enejny,  which  wttwerynomeft 
reinforced,  either  by  the  wtyof  theljti4«otbr 
the  ford  immediately  above  it,  wu  lUetofoJ 
on  the  Washington  side,  tod  to  meniee  ike  bat- 
tery, and  the  inadequate  force  by  vhicii  it  tnj 
to  be  supported.  While  the  enemy  vis  m^ 
a  distance,  the  company  <m  m  v^t  (eog,. 
manded  by  Captain  Doughty)  dBeb;;^  ikeu 
pieces  and  fled,  althongh  he  appared  to  do  ii[ 
in  his  power  to  restrain  them,  uUyidf  U, 
My  two  companies  were  now  (vidunn  Qik« 
known  aid  than  the  other  com pioyoatke  left] 
to  protect  the  artillery,  and  to  reeeiTetbe  whole 
force  of  the  enemy,  which  was  npidlyiecoiu. 
lating.  Following  the  example  which  hid  ben 
set  them  by  the  company  on  their  ri{fat,tl>ef  too 
began  to  fire  somewhat  toosooo;  botinitspio- 
eress,  their  fire  was  manife8dydestnKtire,iad 
for  a  short  time  seemed  toprodQcediioderud 
hesitation  ia  the  enemv^s  nnks.  The  eoeny, 
however,  soon  pressed  forward  igiio,  lod  ni 
close  at  hand  when  the  artillery  diseootioofd  in 
fire.  Its  danger  had  become  imBioeiii;  mi  ir 
was  apparent  that  it  could  do  nothiifpiDORiiib 
actual  station  to  retard  theeoem^^pncm  His 
advance,  which  threatened  the  ri^totBjpoR* 
tion,  and  had  almost  reached  it,vttDniiliif  oot 
ofthe  line  of  any  fire  which  the  kill  {trad  eio- 
brasuresof  the  battery  wonid  admit;  udUnld 
presume  that  it  would  have  been  dffieoli,  if  lot 
impracticable,  to  depress  the  goas  ia  ihoK  ea- 
brasures  (the  ground  ofthe  battery  bdigeoud- 
erably  elevated)  so  as  to  touch  theeDeny ifitrfaH 
near  approach. 

My  companies  were  now  io  thatcoidiiioBilai 
their  right  was  on  the  point  of  beioftBnedud, 
as  the  battery  was  evidently  abomttkeewa- 
ated,  and  Captain  Aisquiih'S  compuT  w »» 
weak  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check oai«wii« 
followed  that  they  were  in  that  qoirweipad 
to  the  same  peril.  Car  smaU  force,  iw»w. 
(somewhat  more  than  one  hondred  nn)  t^ 
not  hope  to  make  an  effectoal  sttodipn^t* 
enemy,  even  if  he  should  attack  it  osiriiM 
where  there  was  very  little  in  theshtpeof  «& 
ral  obstructions  to  break  his  colaDBonap 
his  march.  The  line  of  our  retreat,  too,to » 
fifth  reffimenty  (the  nearest  visible  rallyiyP* 
was,  of  necessity,  across  the  opea  "ioy* 
rear,  and  only  one  of  my  compaaiei  W»IJ 
nets.  Under  these  -circumsUnces  of  wja^Fj 
both  companies  began,  at  the  same  i*«»j 
move  towards  the  artillery,  now  in  il»«**"?' 
bering  its  guns.  The  retrest  of  my  b«««" 
the  artillery  appeared  to  be  simultaneois.  i» 
whole  fell  back  upon  the  fifth  rcffimeai,  l»» 
left  flank  of  which  a  great  part  of  ny  wo^ 
panics  were  halted,  and  formed  by  C^^f^ 
by  the  adjutant,  and  sergeant-major,)  *  ^ 
enemy  succeeded  instantly  to  their  p|^ 
followed  in  the  rear  of  this  retreat,  dut^ 
capiog  capture,  and  found  mymeaiov^ 
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tioii  above  described,  resdy  once  more  to  act 
•gaioat  the  eoeroy.    It  is  here  my  doty  to  say, 
that,  although  the  predicament  in  which  my  two 
comiMnies  were  placed,  whea  they  moved  from 
the  right  of  the  battery,  was  almost  as  desperate 
as  it  coold  be,  I  had  given  do  orders  to  retire,  and 
did  Dot  at  tiiat  momeot  ioteod  to  do  so.    I  can- 
ootj  aod  eertaioly  do  not,  blame  them  for  aotici- 
patiog  such  orjders,  wbeo  they  saw  their  desolate 
eooditioo,  and  discovered  that  the  artillery,  with 
which  they  had  been  connected  as  a  supporting 
force,  could  not  oontinae  its  fire,  or  hope  to  main- 
tain  its  ground.    My  jiiMifieation  for  withholding 
my  orders  to  retreat  is,  that  I  had  none  myself, 
and  further,  that  having  found  that  the  enemy 
had  neither  artillery  nor  cavalry}  I  thought  we 
might  venture  upon  another  fire,  which  ooold  not 
be  otherwise  tlutn  deadly,  now  that  the  enemv 
was  at  a  small  disunce  from  our  muzzles.    I 
have  this  other  justification,  (which  I  hope  I 
•hall  be  pardoned  fur  mentiooiogj)  that,  as  I  was 
myself  on  foot,  and  bad  no  horse  near  me,  I  in- 
curred  my  full  share  of  the  hazard  of  too  long  a 
dehiy.    It  is  not  improbable,  however,  that  1  was 
wrong,  and  that  1  owed  it  to  these  brave  men  to 
withdraw  them,  even  at  an  earlier  period,  from 
a  post  where,  beyond  all  question,  if  they  had  re- 
mained much  longer,  they  most  nave  been  taken 
prisoners  or  cut  to  pieces ;  at  any  rate.  I  take  pride 
in  bearing  my  testimony  to  their  bravery  and 
akill,  of  which  I  had  many  proofs  during  the 
severe  trial  to  which  they  were  exposed  on  that 
most  disastrous  occasion,  amidst  such  privations, 
discouragements^  and  hardships,  as  might  have 
subdued  the  spirit,  and  beaten  down  the  strength 
of  veteran  soldiers. 

The  fifth  regiment  had  now  to  receive  the  en- 
emy; and,  with  slight  exceptions,  it  kept  its 
ground  with  exemplary  steadiness,  ai^d  maintaino 
ed  a  regular  and  spirited  fire^  until  after  it  was 
ordered  by  Qeneral  Winder  to  retreat,  and  after 
the  necessity  of  retreat  was  perfectly  obvious. 
My  men  adhered  to  its  left,  and  did  their  doty 
there,  and  finally  retired  with  it,  the  whole  in 
considerable  disorder.  The  troops  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  (in  advance  of  its  lert,)  appeared  to 
behave  well,  but  were  soon  withdrawn  or  driven 
from  their  station,  which  the  enemy  coold,  in- 
deed, reach  with  his  shot  without  being  seen  by 
them. 

Nothing  could  be  more  critical  than  the  sitoa- 
tioB  of  the  fifth  regiment  when  it  began  to  retire. 
Its  right  had  been  thrown  open  to  the  enemy  by 
the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  greater  part,  if  not 
the  whole  of  (General  Stansbury's  brigade.  Its 
left  had  nothing  to  protect  it;  and,  even  if  the 
enemy  had  sent  no  loree  bf  the  ford,  on  the  old 
Saltifnore  road,  to  gain  its  rear,  that  which  he 
bad  poshed  on  oy  the  mill  road,  and  the  ground 
adjacent,  was  soflficiently  formidable.  Its  front 
-was  singularly  liable  to  be  called  with  impunity 
rrom  the  orchard,  from  the  barn,  and  from  other 
covers,  within  striking  distance  of  which  it  had 
been  posted,  while  itself  was  not  covered  by  any- 
thioff,  and  could  hardly  act  upon  anything.  I 
speak  with  the  more  confidence  of  the  good  be- 
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haviour  of  this  regiment,  because  I  was  constant- 
ly with  my  men  while  they  acted  with  it,  except 
only  for  two  or  three  minutes,  when  I  was  em* 
ployed  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  mill 
road,  immediately  on  their  left,  from  wheuce  I 
expected  an  atuck.  I  was,  during  all  this  time, 
too,  on  horseback,  (having  obtained  a  horse  after 
we  were  driven  from  our  first  position,)  and  had 
thus  the  beat  opportunities  of  obserratioor.  During 
a  part  of  this  time  I  saw  General  Winder  zeal« 
ously  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  very  anxious 
and  arduous  duties,  and  manifesting  the  courage 
which  becomes  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier. 

Of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Aisquith's  companjr 
I  know  no  more  than  he  and  others  have  told  me. 
I  feel  assured  that  it  did  well,  and  that  the  enemy 
felt  the  efiect  of  the  activity  and  resolution  which 
distinguished  it.  My  battalion  sustained  seme 
smallloss  in  wounded;  and  Captain  Baden  was 
msde  prisoner. 

A  wound  inflicted  in  the  field,  (from  which 
the  5th  regiment  and  my  men  retreated,  as 
above  stated,)  by  a  musket  ball,  which  struck  my 
right  arm  in  front,  a  little  above  the  elbow,  ana 
passing  through.it  broke  the  bone,  disabled  me 
from  further  service,  and  made  it  necessary  that  I 
should  not  long  delay  to  obtain  surgical  assist* 
ance.  In  this  state  I  leA  the  field,  with  (or  a 
little  after)  the  last  of  our  friends,  about  five  or 
six  in  number,  among  whom,  I  believe,  was  Mr* 
Meredith  of  the  5th.  The  enemy  was  then  very 
close,  and  his  fire  was  incessant  but  inaccurate. 
I  have  no  further  knowledge  of  the  transaction 
to  which  your  letter  relates. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Hon.  R.  M.  JoHHSON,  dbc. 

Captain  ButMm  Statement. 
City  of  Wabbinqtom,  Oct.  12, 1814. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  request,  1  make  tke 
following  statement : 

On  the  19th  of  August  last,  early  in  the  day,  I 
was  ordered  to  call  out  my  company  for  actual 
service. being,  at  the  time,  informed  that  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia  wereordered  intoactual  servici^ 
as  it  was  asceruined  that  the  enemy  had  landea 
near  Benedict,  and  were  about  to  proceed  to  this 
city.  la  the  evening  of  that  dav,  the  first  brigade 
was  paraded,  and  about  one  o'clock,  P.M.,  on  the 
30th,  we  marched  from  the  city  in  the  direction 
of  Benedict,  and  encamped  for  that  night  about 
three  miles  beyond  the  £astern  Pranch,  when 
Qeneral  Winder  took  the  command.  On  Saturday, 
the  21st,  we  marched  on,  and  encamped  that  night 
at  the  Woodvard,  about  fourteen  miles  from  tois 
place.  On  Monday  morning  it  was  understood 
in  camp,  that  the  enemy  had,  by  rapid  marches^ 
got  within  a  short  distance  of  our  encampment: 
upon  which  the  Commanding  Qeneral  detached 
Major  Peter,  with  his  company  of  artillery.  Cap- 
tain Davidson's  infantry,  and  Captain  Stull's 
riflemen,  as  an  advanced  party,  to  reconnoitre 
and  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  They  advanced 
some  distance,  and  were  soon  after  followed  b^ 
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th%  brjgRde,  for  two  miles,  when  it  wm  halted^ 
a«d  partially  formed  in  order  of  battle.  Major 
Peter  met  tlie  enemy,  wbo  immediately  fled  off 
•D  the  left,  and  took  the  road  to  Upper  Marl- 
borovgh.  Major  Peter  haying  retaraed  with  hie 
command,  the  whole  of  the  troops  were  imme- 
dfiately  marched  back  to  the  Old  Fields,  wh«re 
we€ncamped  that  night.  On  Tuesday  morning, 
the  same  party,  under  the  eommand  of  Major 
Peter,  was  again  sent  out  toreoMinoiireand  skir- 
mish with  the  enemy ;  and  between  four  andive 
Cf'otoek  of  that  eyening,  we  learned  that  they 
were  acti»ny  engaged  with  the  British  forces. 
Tbe  line  of  battle  was  then  fbrmed  wttbont  delay, 
and  we  remained  so  until  Major  Peter  came  up 
HAd  took  his  position  in  the  line.  In  a  few  min* 
«tes  orders  were  carried  through  the  line,  for  an 
immediate  retreat  to  Washington,  as  it  was  said 
the  enemy  was  too  strong  for  us.  I  receiyed  or** 
ders  to  remain  on  the  ground  upon  which  we 
were  formed,  until  all  the  troops  had  marched, 
and  then,  eyery  fifteen  minutes,  to  send  off  two 
of  my  pieces  with  the  proper  number  of  men, 
until  I  had  despatched  all  six  of  them.  That,  if 
the  enemy  appeared  in  the  meantime,  (and  bis 
appearance  was  eyery  moment  expected,)  to  open 
my  battery  upon  him,  and  coDtinu«  to  fire  as  long 
•si  could  do  so  in  safety,  and  then  retreat  as  fast 
as  possible,  and  join  the  main  body.  Just  as  I 
had  despatched  the  second  diyision  of  my  guns, 
the  aid-de-camp  of  Brigadier  Smith,  of  the  Dis- 
trict militia,  gaye  me  orders  to  move  off  with 
the  whole  as  fast  as  possible.  As  the  main  body 
had,  by  this  time,  got  a  considerable  distance 
ahead,  I  was  unable  to  get  up  with  the  rear  until. 
they  arriyed  at  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  when 
my  men  were  so  greatly  fatigued,  thai  they  conld 
scarcely  stand  by  their  guns#  After  we  had  crossed 
the  bridge  into  the  city,  and  pitched  ovr  tents,  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  o'clock  at  nightj  General 
Winder  came  to  my  tent  and  called  me  out ;  he  ob- 
aeryed  that  he  knew  my  men  were  worn  down  with 
fatigueand  from  the  loss  of  rest;  but  that,  jo  all  prob- 
abUTty,oneofthe  last  ffood  acts  which  it  mightoyer 
be  to  my  power  todo  for my«ouotry,  would  be  tbat 
Bi^ht  He  wished  me  to  take  thirty  of  my  men. 
with  three  of  my  guns,  and  defend  the  passage  of 
the  lower  Bastern  Branch  bridge,  as  he  had  reason 
to  belieye  the -enemy  would  attempt  the  passage  of 
it  that  night.  General  Winder  further  observed, 
that  he  had  some  time  before  left  directions  at 
the  Navy  Yard  for  a  boat  to  be  sent  to  the  bridge, 
with  combustibles  to  blow  it  up,  in  case  it  became 
necessary,  but  that  his  orders  had  not  been  at- 
tended to,  and  that  he  should  not  go  to  rest  until 
he  had  sent  me  the  boat.  I  took  my  thirty  men 
and  three  funs,  and  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  the 
bridge,  with  orders  to  open  upon  the  enemy,  if  be 
appeared,  as  soon  as  our  rear  guard  had  come 
over,  and  tbat  if  the  eneqiy  succeeded  in  getting 
ppon  the  bridge,  to  set  fire  to  the  boat  and  blow 
it  up,  and  then  to  resume  my  position  and  recom- 
mence my  fire.  A  little  before  daybreak  the  boat 
arrived,  and  was  placed  under  the  arch  next  the 
draw.  I  kept  this  position  without  rest  or  re- 
ftashment  until  ten  o'clock  on  Wednesday  oaorn* 


ing,  the  d4th,  when  I  wtasrelistrtwc^^. 
Parney.    I  was  tbenordeied  tolnreoieTS 
pieces  and  fifteen  men  at  theliri(lttB.iJ«  S 
direction  of  Coiond  Wad>«onh,iSZnd 
with  the  balance  immediately  in  v&^j^^  ^t 
did  so,  and  when  I  arrived  aeir  tbeluia£J 
I  was  again  ordered  to  leave twoof  BTniitBd 
a  jparty  of  men  in  the  iMiargii,iB4\|,ii  * 
with  the  remaining  three  sad  tiie  icadKof  n 
men,  and  to  report  mfself  atfilMeoiknvioGj. 
eial  Winder.    I  proceeded  aatil  1  urivcj  wukk 
a  short  disunee  of  BladcasbQi|  sin  ]  fi^^ 
much  diffieuUy  in  finding  the  GtMiL  1 1^ 
up  and  down  the  whole  iioein  wtdrikk 
and  when  I  raioraed,  Hound  ibita)|iitii4 
been  moved  ofif  to  toe  left  5  lM)V(4«Hi 
overtook  them  just  as  they  wen  favdiik' 
tery  Dear  the  extreme  left  of  tk  IIm  i  then 
discoFered  the  General,  aad  •jtpNni  toluB  fa 
directiotti;  be  replied,  *<Ca|)tsiQ.ihHe  btlie» 
emy,  (|ioLBtin|ir  to  the  British  wlo  vm  ikeiii 
plain  view,)  take  chaise  «f  f ear  piecei.''  Uw 
mounted,  and  took  charge  of  of  pieea,ioi)iii 
few  moments  we  opened  oor  fire^  vhid  pid 
to  be  yery  galling  to  theeaeQf,aui  ifitrjinif 
about  fifteen  rounds,  the  fifth  regineBtof  Bdo- 
more  advanced  andcommeDeed  tjuvln.  Bf 
the  advance  of  this  regimeot  one  of  of ;» 
was  masked,  which  rendered  it  okIm;  ikoiAer 
two  continued  the  fire  with  mA  tfteL  Tke 
infantry,  who  were  posted  oaoTiigbMi^ 
tectioo  to  my  pieces,  having  ^iravtf  GtMil 
Winder,  in  person,  ordered  me  to )aJmi^  » 
treat.    I  did  not  do  so  isameditieiy.bit&niiio 
or  three  roonds,  whan  tie  GeoeniRpnu^^ 
order  in  a  peremptory  manner.  Wennetttiifd 
yards,  wh^sn  he  observed  io  AetbtiheMitl 
might  vienture  to  uo4iinberoBesf  nypKeiai 
give  them  another  fire.    I  wss  io  tbcietof  i^i 
so,  but  as  the  enemy  ad^a^ed  lo  npi^f  irc<» 
termafid«d  it,  and  again  ordeied  a(«.  i«' 

00  more  of  the  General  thatdtf :  tbenani^ 
that  after  retreating  a  mde  or  two, Its m ex- 
hausted from  fatigue,  fastiag  and  iMUli^u* 
able  to  keep  up  with  my  goos,  aod  B  ^ 
them  some  yards.  I  fainted  brtiie«^"* 
fence  uaobsorvod  by  my  men.  After  ett^*| 
they  supposed  I  kad  been  takeapniofier.  nM 

1  came  to  my  recolieotion^  I  fouod  ajwi^*^ 
fever,  notwithstanding  which,  I  procured il«i4 
aod  found  and  joined  my  eompsDf  oot^^'^'J 
from  Montgomery  Gourthoase  to  BiIub&k||| 
marched  with  them  to  Saeil's  bridge,  vtairn 
were  hailed,  aod  afterwards  couoteiw"^^ 
this  pljace. 

BENJAMIN  BOBCa, 
Oapt&m  IfcMw^wAiw 
Hon.  R.  M.  JoBNeoN. 


Captain  CaidwelPs  SialenOl- 

The  foUowing  is  beUcved  to  benearlyic^J 
estimate  of  the  cavalry  on  the  grouod,ii^" 
tie  of  Bladensburg,  24th  Augaiit  last: 
Col.  LavalPs  United  States'  1x00^9^$^'  ^ 
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A  sqndron  of  CoIomI  TJltfhnao'd  retnm% 
M.M.  about 


75 


A  iqoadiroD,  cowmftiid  of  Major  Ridgvlf, 

M«M^  about  -       -       -     .  -       •       *  too 

Oaptiio  Herbert^  troop,  M.  M^  about       '^  40 

Gaptaia  Ghrabaoi^a  troop,  Vlrgiaiia,  about   -  40 


Total 


375 


Tht  Akxaodria  troop,  onicr  Gaptaia  Tbont* 
tao,  and  tbo  Georgoto#a  tioop,  oadar  Liouteaaiut 
WilliaiiM,  (both  amaH.)  aoeoflBpaiiied  Coload 
Mottroe  on  tbo  ilrit  day  of  tho  alarm  to  raconooi- 
tre  the  oueBftf,  ao4  bad  so  manj  dctacbed  oo  diA 
fofaat  dacias  as  left  buc  a  faw  aeaciering  ones  oa 
tbefitM. 

Pa#tof  tha  WaahdagtOD  troop  wera  aicaebedto 
General  Winder,  aud  had  been  generatlf  detach- 
ed 10  emnfing  expreisea  orooarefio^oi'ders^  the 
remainder  were  on  Ttdette  doty.'  Oo  the  moro* 
log  of  the  S4th  they  were  seat  to  patrol  the  road 
betweea  the  jSaatara  Braooh  bridge  attd  the  eoe- 
my,  and  did  not  leare  the  rear  of  the  eoeaay  iu 
time  to  oTosa  tbe  bridge  and  join  the  army,  till 
Ibearmy  was  on  tfaa  retreat,  except  three  or  lour, 
who  were  employed  in  conveying  orders,  dee*,  or 
whererer  they  eouid  be  usefal. 

R.  B.  GALDWfiLL. 

Statement  of  General  Hungetfard, 
On  the  23d  of  July  was  called  oa  by  the  Exe- 
cutive of  Virginia,  to  take  command  oi  the  mili- 
tia in  the  Northern  Neck;  after  which  General 
Madison  was  called  into  service,  and  Major  Gen- 
eral Parker,  to  t^ke  the  command  of  the  two  bri- 
^MJes  under  Hung'erford  and  Madison.  On  the 
eighteenth  of  August  General  Winder  wrote  to 
General  Hungerford  to  march  with  expedition  to 
the  city,  with  the  forces  under  his  -command. 
This  letter  was  received  on  the  21st,  at  camp 
Nominy  Hall,  in  the  Northern  Neck,  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  from  Washington. 
His  force  consisted  of  three  regiments,  under  Col- 
onels Boyd,  Branham,  and  Parker.  About  four* 
teem  hundred  meo, effectives,  marched  on  towards 
the  city,  and  Colonels  Downey  and  Chawning: 
who  were  in  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and 
Lancaster,  were  directed  to  follow  with  their 
regio^nts. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Colonel  John  Tay- 
loe  on  the  24lh,  dated  the  23d,  statiag  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  required  despatch,  and  directed 
the  troops  to  march  on  by  regiments,  or  even 
companies,  if  necessary.  On  Sunday,  (he  28th, 
was  at  Neabsco,  about  twenty-four  miles  from 
Alexandria;  was  waited  upon  by  a  commiuee 
from  Alexandria  about  two  o'clocx,  who  deliver- 
ed a  communication  from  tbe  corporation  of 
Alexandria,  stating  that  the  town  had  no  artil- 
lery or  military  force  to  protect  it,  and  they  jn- 
leaded  to  surrender  at  discretion  to  the  enemy; 
aad  that  the  town  being  under  the  command  of 
the  civil  authority,  it  would  be  injurious  to  the 
town  for  any  military  forces  to  march  to  Alexan- 
dria.   General  Hungerford  informed  the  commit- 


tee that  be  afaoald  move  on,  atid  be  governed 
by  olroomsunoes.  He  received  a  line  on  tht 
same  &%j  from  Colonel  Monroe,  directing  him  to 
march  with  all  possible  despatch  to  Ahexandriai 
and  if  tbe«aemy  had  passed  Alexandtia;to  march 
on  to  the  city. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  about  ten  miiea 
from  Alexandria,  another  deputation  waited  ok 
Oofferal  Huagerford,  with  a  printed  order  of  the 
eorporaxioo,  amounting  toa  request  tbafheahoold 
not  proceed  on  to  Alexandria,  aad  Interrupt  the 
arrangement  made  with  the  eaemy.  1S9  thia 
eomataffioatioaGeneral  Hungerford  replied,  that 
he  waa  aetiag  under  the  orders  of  the  Gttvera- 
aaent,aad  should  execute  those  orden,aoid  ae^ 
cordtaglv  proceeded  on  his  march.  When  withta 
three  miles  of  Alexandria  he  Was  met  by  Walter 
Jonea,  Bsq.,  who  informed  him  that  the  President 
and  Coioael  Monroe  desired  hrm  to  stailda  his 
forces  in  the  rear  of  Alexandria;  deuch  five  huad- 
red  men  to  the  height  just  below  Mason's  Ishitfd. 
and  send  o«e  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundrea 
to  Aquia,  to  co-operate  against  the  enemy,  A 
written  order  was  received  from  Colonel  Monroe 
to  tbe  same  effect  that  evening.  Gkineral  Hun* 
gerford  arrived  with  the  three  first  regiments  ta 
the  rear  of  Alexandria  on  the  29th,  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  where  he  remained  till  the 
first  day  of  September.  He  was  then  ordered  t6 
the  White  House,  with  a  part  of  his  forces,  to  eo> 
operate  with  the  naval  forces  ander  Commodore 
Porter. 


No.  9. 

Apart  Jr^m  the  ATooy  Department,  indudmg^ 
ike  oJkM  repert  cf  Commodore  Beamep. 

Navt  Department,  Oct.  3, 1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  tetter  of  the 26th 
iastant,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  honorable  House  of  Representatives,  "  to 
inquire  into  tbe  causes  of  the  success  of  the  ene- 
my  in  his  enterprises  against  this  metropolis,  and 
the  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria;  and  into 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  buildings  and 
prooerty  were  destroyed,  and  tbe  amount  there- 
of;'' and  with  ^our  request  Tor  such  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  as  may  be  in  mv  power,  and 
more  particularly  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of 
tbe  Navy  Yard,  and  the  amount  of  public  prop* 
erty  destroyed,"  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
following  report  of  the  measures  adopted  by  this 
Department,  and  of  the  facts  within  my  knowl- 
edge, in  relation  to  the  objects  of  this  inquiry : 

In  obedience  to  the  general  instructions  and 
earlv  solicitude  of  the  President,  in  anticipation 
of  the  probable  designs  of  the  enemy  to  narass 
the  country  in  this  vicinity,  and  to  attempt  the 
invasion  of  this  metropolis,  I  directed,  in  the 
month  of  May  last,  three  twelve-pounders  to  be 
mounted  on  field  carriages,  bv  the  mechanics  of 
the  Navy  Yard,  and  completely  equipped  and  fur- 
nished lor  fielu  service.  To  these  the  marines 
at  headquarters  were  trained,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Miller,  and  prepared  to  act  either  la 
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artillerisis  or  infantry,  as  the  lerviee  might  re- 
qoire.  A  short  time  preTious  to  the  reinforce- 
ment of  the  enemy  in  the  Palozent,  I  caastfd  two 
long  eighteen  pounders  to  be  mounted  on  field 
carriages,  and  prepared  in  like  manner  for  field 
aerTice,  ready  to  be  aiucbed  to  the  command  of 
Commodore  Barney,  should  the  enemy  at  anj 
time  compel  him  to  abandon  the  flotilla  nnder  his 
command  on  the  Patuzent^  and  the  emergency 
call  for  the  aid  of  his  force  in  defence  of  the  cap- 
ital or  of  Baltimore* 

For  this  eventual  serrice  that  oflBcer  was  in- 
structed to  prepare;  and  by  his  zeal  and  activity 
kis  men  acquired  the  expert  use  of  their  muskets, 
and  a  capacity,  as  well  as  an  ardent  disposition 
to  be  useful  lo  their  country  on  either  element. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  in  consequence  of  the  men- 
acing movements  of  the  enemv  near  the  Kettle 
Bottoms,  in  the  Potomac,  which  it  was  said  they 
were  sounding  and  buoy  ins  ofi^  the  letter  A  was 
written ;  but,  on  account  of  information  received 
•n  the  same  day,  the  letter  B,  countermanding  the 
former,  was  written. 

The  enemy  in  the  Patuzenx  was  occupied  in 
depredating  upon  its  shores,  until  larg^e  reinforce- 
ments arrived  at  the  mouth  of  that  river  on  the 
18th  of  August,  the  account  of  which  was  com- 
municated on  the  19th  to  the  Department,  by 
Commodore  Barney,  in  the  letter  C,  with  a  list  of 
the  naval  force  of  the  enemy  annexed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19ih.  information  was 
received  at  the  Deoartreeot  from  Captsin  Gor- 
don, commanding  the  United  States'  naval  force 
an  Norfolk,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  came 
in  from  sea.  and  proceeded  up  the  bay,  twenty- 
two  sail  of  enemy's  vessels,  viz:  two  seventy- 
fours,  one  sixty-four,  one  razee,  seven  frigates, 
seven  tran8i>ort8,  and  two  or  three  brigs  or  schoon- 
ers, which,  it  appears  by  letter  C,  joined  the  force 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Patuzeot  on  the  18th ;  the 
whole  of  which  ascended  the  Patuzent  near  to 
Benedict,  on  the  18th  and  19th,  and  commenced 
debarking  the  troops.  The  letter  marked  D  was 
immediatelv  written  to  Commodore  Barnev;  and 
the  letter  E  to  Commodore  Rogers;  aod  the  let- 
ter F  to  Captain  Porier;  urging  the  two  latter  to 
repair  with  their  forces  towards  this  city  with 
the  utmost  expedition. 

Commodore  Rodgers  had  previously  made  the 
most  judicious  arrangements  to  transport,  with 
celerity,  the  marines  and  the  principal  part  of  the 
teamen  under  his  command  on  the  Delaware  sta- 
tion, to  the  head-waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  or  to 
Baltimore,  upon  any  sudden  emergency ;  and  had 
organized  and  disciplined  his  men  with  a  view  to 
such  service.  It  appears,  however,  by  his  letters 
Q  and  H,  that,  with  every  possible  exertion,  he 
did  not  reach  Baltimore  until  the  25th,  conse- 

anently  too  late  to  participate  in  the  defence  of 
le  metropolis,  against  a  force,  the  greater  part 
of  which  came  in  from  sea  on  the  16ih,  was  first 
known  to  the  Department  to  have  arrived  on  the 
19th,  marched  from  Benedict  on  the  20tb,  and  en- 
tered the  capital  on  the  24tb. 

Having  sent  to  General  Winder  on  the  19th  a 
copy  of  letter  C,  on  the  20th  I  called  on  him  at 


his  quarters,  at  McKeowia's,  todo»^>m  .l  i 
ter  I  bad  jost  received  from  C<^'^^^^ 
and  mr  order  to  that  officer  to  y^nitt^'^' 
with  the  force  aoder  his  comnnoi/ Ju'^^'f 
also  to  point  out  those  volanttcrwiittri^lrm 
that  comprised  the  mechanics  of  ilttWYw/ 
who,  being  excellent  axemen,  vosld  m  yd 
great  effect  as  pioneers.   As  it  ta  oiaflii!j 
that  a  strong  squadron  of  the  e9ear>$ skipiii 
co-operation  with  his  land  force, kid mbJiu 
principal  obstacle  in  thePotomie,aidii]g|/. 
reurded  in  its  ascent  bycoatrtrytinj^taj 
which  it  was  warping  with  great amioLiex. 
pressed  to  him  my  solicitodc  for  tkidoeetf 
Fort  Washington,  and  [iropoied  totbuktu. 
rines,  who  had  been  trained  to  trtilteryonm 
and  a  part  of  the  seamen,  into  thit  fnt,  for  a 
defence. 

The  General  did  not  coDeeinihemteorbii 
force  such  as  to  warrant  the  tbitneuoQofsdi. 
cient  a  part  as  that  of  the  mtfioei  ud  nan 
from  the  main  body,  which  wii  to  oppoetbedi- 
rect  advance  of  the  enemy's  araf  (a  tkedif; 
and,  indeed,  his  objection  appetrfdtohireffeigkL 
He  did  not,  however,  consider  Fort  Wukin^ 
as  tenable. 

Oa  the  21st  the  letter  L  wii  recelred  /na 
Commodore  Barney,  and  a  dedekanfofikot 
one  hundred  and  ten  marines,  siiiiiffetivlrei 
and  two  eighteen  pounders,  tidrr the  eooDud 
ofCaptain  Miller,  marched  froniltekeidqiiirtffi 
to  join  Commodore  Barnef,  u&  vM  tke 
Woodvard  that  evening. 

In  the  course  of  this  day  ud  the  folloiusl 
visited  the  Navy  Yard,  and  inqoiredof  ik««i' 
mandant  what  were  the  means  of  tnispersim, 
and  what  assistance  he  had  in  the  yirdi  Be 
stated  that  all  the  mechanics  of  the  finl  w«, 
and  had  been,  with  the  army  from  thetrsiilirsi 
that  no  per^ns  remained  hni  the  (fo  «  «< 
yard,  three  besides  himself,  and  irerjfef  cfite 
ordinary,  chiefly  blacks  j  that  twoofikiMrffl- 
boats  were  the  only  craft  for  trtosportiaijajiia 
all  the  wagons  in  the  District  htd  brtwrtiw 
impressed  for  the  army;  and  that  liwje »* 
who  were  usually  to  be  had  for  hire,  ten* 
ployed  on  the  works  at  Bladensbor;. 

1  directed  him  to  employ  all  the  dkwkJJ 
or  could  procure,  to  load  the  pwboitswiJP 
vision  and  powder,  and  send  ihemopttiB«'r 
tie  Palls;  employ  as  many  wagoot  w wwj 
either  hired  or  impressed,  and  cooref  «b^ 
the  navv  powder  as  possible  from  ihei^ 
on  the  Eastern  Branch,  to  Mr.  DoltDf^»» 
the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac, abooi&«» 
above  the  city;  to  direct  Messrs.  On^ 
and  Williams,  to  transport  the  poWiJ|«^J^ 
their  works  to  the  same  place;  and  tfl«J 
transporting  the  most  vafuable  and  pornw  :, 
cles  from  the  yard  to  any  place  of  W.»' 
the  means  he  could  command.'  y 

The  public  vessels  afloat  at  theN*^^ 

ere  the  new  sloop  of  war  A^lfa^  wj^'j,j|j 


mounted,  her  topmasts  launched,  m<'^  ^^ 
and  detached  equipments  complete  ^^^ 
store;  the  new  schooner  Lynx  m^ 
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hupget.  009  of  the  first  aod  two  of  the  seeond 
olass,  completely  equipped,  with  the  two  gvoboats 
before  nieotioaed. 

Go  the  dip  w«e  the  new  frigate  Colombia^  of 
the  largest  cUss,  caulked,  ready  for  copperiag, 
sod  nearly  so  for  iaunehiog.  Her  masts,,  spars, 
tops,  &c.,  almost  fiaisbed  in  the  mast- house ;  guo 
earriages  nearly  completed ;  her  sails  made,  aad 
io  the  loft;  her  rigging  fitted;  blocks  all  made; 
aad  her  equipmeou,  generally,  ia  great  forward- 

Besides  the  buildiDgs,  eogioes,  fixtures,  and  shop 
furniture,  of  the  seTeral  mechaDieal  branches  in 
the  Na?y  Yard,  there  were  about  one  hundred 
tons  of  cordage,  some  canvass,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  saltpetre,  copper,  iron,  lead,  block  tin, 
blocks,  ship  chandlery,  na? ai  and  ordnance  stores, 
implements,  aad  fixed  ammunition,  with  a  rari- 
ety  of  manufactured  articles  in  all  the  branches; 
seventeen  hundred  and  forty-three  barrels  of  beef 
and  pork;  two  hundred  and  seventy- nine  barrela 
of  whibkey,  and  a  moderate  stock  of  plank  and 
timber. 

Had  there  beea  a  prospect  of  transporting  the 
sloop  of  war  Argus  to  a  place  of  safety,  the  rep- 
resentations of  ^e  eommaodant  will  show  that 
he  had  not  the  means  of  traasporting  her,  and 
there  appeared  to  be  no  situation  in  which  she 
could  be  placed,  in  which  she  would  not  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  in  the  event  of  his  get- 
ting possession  of  the  city.  It,  therefore,  only 
remained  to  endeavor  to  save  all  the  stores  that 
could  be  transported,  and  the  small  vessels,  par- 
ticularly the  barges,  if  practicable,  by  running 
them  op  to  the  Little  Falls.  This  was  directed 
to  be  done. 

On  the  22d  the  letter  M  was  received  from 
Commodore  Barney*  Io  the  evening  of  that  day 
I  accompanied  the  President  to  General  Winder** 
camp  at  the  Old  Fields,  and  passed  the  night  io 
Commodore  Barney's  tent;  the  army  of  the  ene- 
my at  Upper  Marlboroufb,  eight  miles  distant. 
On  the  morning  of  the  33d  reviewed  the  seamen 
and  marines,  whose  appearance  and  preparations 
for  battle  promised  all  that  could  be  expected  frpm 
cool  intrepidity,  and  a  high  stale  of  discipline. 

In  the  hope  that  Commodore  Rodgers  might 
arrive  that  evening  at  Baltimore,  and  not  donbc- 
i»g  that  the  enemy  would  be  retarded  on  his 
inarch  by  obstacles  and  annoyance,  until  the  sea- 
anen  from  Baltimore  could  reach  Bladcnsburg,  I 
-wrote  to  Commodore  Rodgers  the  letter  marked 
JM,  and  sent  it  by  a  vidette. 

About  two  o'clock  P.  M.  I  accompanied  the 
President  on  his  return  to  the  city,  and,  in  the 
icourse  of  the  evening,  was  informed  of  the  sud- 
4ieQ  retreat  of  our  army  from  the  Old  Fields  tO 
the  city,  over  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  proceeded  to  Gen- 
eral Winder's  quarters,  at  Doctor  Hunter's  house> 
near  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  where  the  Pres- 
ident, and  the  Secretaries  of  War,  State,  and 
T*reasary,  soon  after  arrived. 

I  found  Commodore  Barney  employed,  by 
order  of  the  Gkneral,  in  planting  his  battery  on 
th»  hilly  near  the  head  of  the  bridge.    He  was 


charged  to  defend  that  pass,  and  to  destroy  the 
bridge  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy ;  for  which 
purpose  scows  and  boats,  with  combustible  mate- 
rially were  placed  under  the  bridge,  ready  to  ex* 
plode.  At  this  time  the  enemy  was  apparentlf 
advancing  on  the  road  to  the  bridge;  but  shortly 
after,  advice  was  received  that  he  had  turned  on 
on  the  road  towards  Bladensburg,  about  six  milee 
from  that  place.  Qeneral  Winder  set  off  for  Bla« 
deoeburg,  leaviojg  Commodore  Barney,  with  hia 
seamen  and  marines,  in  charge  of  the  bridge. 

It  was  soon  observed  that  a  y^tty  efficient  part 
of  the  force  had  been  left  to  destrov  the  Bastera 
Branch  bridge,  which  could  as  well  be  done  by 
half  a  doBcn  men  as  by  five  hundred.  The  sub- 
ject was  discussed  by  the  President,  Heads  of  De- 
partments, and  Commodore  Barney,  which  re- 
suited  in  the  order  for  his  Immediate  and  rapid 
march,  to  join  the  army  near  Bladensbnrg,  which 
he  reached  just  in  time  to  form  his  men  for  bat* 
tie.  Cspuin  Creighton  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
bridge,  to  destroy  it  on  the  near  approach  of  the 
enemy.^    * 

i  here  presented,  fof  consideration,  the  subject 
of  the  Navy  Yard,  to  the  view  of  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  presence  of  the  See* 
retaries  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury.  I  described 
the  situation  of  the  public  vessels,  and  the  nature 
of  the  public  property  at  that  establishment;  the 
vast  importance  of  the  supplies,  and  of  the  ship- 
ping, to  the  enemy,  particularly  as  there  appear* 
ed  to  be  no  doubt  of  his  squadron  forming  a  June* 
tion  with  his  army,  should  it  succeed  in  the  con- 
quest of  the  capital,  (General  Winder  having  dia- 
tinctljr  stated  on  the  same  morning  that  Fort 
Washington  could  not  be  defended ;)  and  as,  ia 
this  event,  nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  (hat 
he  would  first  plunder  and  then  destroy  the  build- 
ings and  improvements,  or,  if  unable  to  carry  off 
the  plunder  and  the  shipping,  he  would  destrov 
the  whole;  and  if  the  iunction  should  be  formedi 
it  would  a  strong  inducement  to  the  enemy  to 
remain,  in  order  to  launch  the  new  frigate,  which 
the  force  at  his  command  would  accomplish  ia 
four  or  ^te  days.  He  would  then  carry  off  the 
whole  of  the  public  stores  and  shipping,  and  de- 
stroy the  establishment,  and,  in  the  meantime, 
greatly  extend  the  field  of  hi^  plunder  and  devaa- 
tation.  Thus,  in  either  case,  whether  the  janc- 
tiott  was  formed,  oc  whether  the  army  alone  ca- 
tered the  citjr,  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the  whole 
of  the  public  property  at  the  Navy  Yard  waa 
certain. 

It  was  therefore,  distinctly  agreed  and  deter- 
mined, as  the  result  of  this  consultation,  that  the 
public  shipping,  and  naval  and  military  storesi 
and  provisions  at  the  Navy  Yard,  should  be  de- 
stroyed, in  the  event  of  the  enemy's  obtaining 
possession  of  the  city. 

I  went  to  the  Navy  Yard  about  two  o'clock, 
and  ordered  the  commandant  to  prepare  the  ne- 
cessary trains  for  the  destruction  or  the  public 
shipping,  and  of  the  naval  and  military  stoteS| 
and  provisions,  in  the  Navy  Yard,  aad  to  destroy 
the  same,  so  soon  as  he  should  ascertain  that  the 
enemy  had  takes  possession  of  the  city;  first  re* 
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BOTing  tMh  ftitielet  of  nio«t  rtAo^  as  might  be 
Ibaod  prmctieable,  partie«larlf  tiie  new  barges,  if 
possible,  and  tben  retire  in  his  gijjf. 

SHbsf^aeat  evenis  prove  the  joetiiess  of  these 
•oneiusioiis,  if,  iadeed,  farther  evidence  had  been 
at  all  wanting. 

Tlie  only  legitionate  objeets  of  the  enter  prise 
of  the  enemy  to  this  place,  were  the  public  ship- 
ping and  the  naval  and  military  estanlishments ; 
ana  none  can  believe  that  theas  would  have  es- 
caped the  torch  of  the  destroyer  of  our  civil  edi- 
ftcos,  of  private  rope- walks,  and  every thin|f  in  the 
aosc  remote  degree  connected  with  navigation) 
bat,  above  all,  with  ibe  American  Navy. 

The  order  for  the  destruction  of  the  public  shi^ 
ping  and  property  at  the  Navjr  Yard  was  not  is- 
sued without  serious  deliberation  and  great  pain 
by  him,  under  whose  auspices  and  direction  those 
Boble  ships  had  been  constmeted,  and  a  degree 
of  activity,  usefulness,  and  reputation,  imparted 
to  the  estnblishment,  which  it  had  never  known 
before.  It  was  given  under  the  strongest  obliga" 
tions  of  duty.  It  is  conceived  that  no  military 
maxim  is  better  established,  nor  doty  better  un- 
dsrslood,  than  that  which  eoioins  the  destr uctioo 
of  noblic  shipsy  arsenals,  naval  and  military  stores, 
and  ptovislona,  whon  they  can  be  no  longer  de- 
Conded,  or  prevented  from  fidUng  into  the  han^ 
of  the  enemy ;  and  that  this  dotv  becomes  the 
mere  imperative,  as  the  ratio  of  the  value  of  the 
objecta  is  enhanced  to  the  enemy.  To  defend 
the  shipptag  or  Navy  Yard  was  out  of  the  ques* 
tion ;  all  the  mechanics  and  laborers  of  the  yard, 
as  well  as  all  the  seamen  and  marines  in  the  Difr- 
trict,  were  with  the  army. 

The  Commandant  of  the  Navy  Yard  is  n  cap- 
tain  in  the  Navy;  the  vessels  and  property  were 
undet  his  charge  and  command ;  and  if  no  spe- 
cial order  from  the  Department  had  been  issued, 
and  iie  bad  soffered  the  pablic  shipping  and  pro- 
natty  to  have  &llen  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy, 
be  would  have  committed  a  high  military  crime, 
fi»  which  he  would  have  been  amenable  before  a 
aeart  martial.  The  objects  wliich  it  was  proper 
lo  destroy,  in  order  to  prevent  their  failiog  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  oeuld  not  be  spparaied 
Irom  thoae  which  might  have  been  left  for  his 
destrnotion.  They  were  in  store,  or  in  the  midst 
of  other  coflabnstibie  materials,  and  the  fire  from 
one  would  neeeasarily  communicate  to  the  other, 
indeed,  the  whole  sorfaoe  of  the  yard  was  co  vaned 
with  ships,  timber,  pitch,  tar,  and  other  combos* 
tible  matter,  so  that  to  set  fire  to  any  one  object, 
must  produce  the  successive  conflagration  of  the 
whole. 

On  returning  from  the  Navy  Yard,  towards 
the  western  part  of  the  city,  I  learned  tlmt  omr 
army  had  retreated  by  the  toad  to  Tenleytown, 
and  that  of  the  enemy  was  rapidl^r  advancing  to- 
wards the  city.  I  soon  after  received  a  message 
from  the  President,  hj  Mr.  Tench  Rioggold,  at 
JMr.  Charles  Carroll's,  ioformtnff  me  that  he  had 
proceeded  to  cross  the  river,  and  requested  that  I 
would  follow  and  meet  him  on  the  other  side. 

I  letnrned  to  the  city  on  the  asorning  of  the 
aStbj  immediately  oa  hearing  of  the  retreat  of 


the  enemy,  and  wrote  the  letter  O  to  < 
Rodgem. 

The  paper  P  is  a  copy  of  the  datalM  iwporc 
of  the  Commandant  of  the  Navy  Yard,  of  the 
manner  in  which  ho  carried  into  exeentioB  the 
order  I  had  given. 

The  barge  he  states  to  hava  been  saved  waa 
seat  to  Alexandria,  and,  ii apiyars,  rcmaiasd  tbeiw 
nnttl  the  enemy  took  pessesaioo  of  ber. 

One  ffunbcat  was  stwk  near  ffoitatt^  JadoD 
with  salted  provisions,  and  has  siaee  been  re- 
covered. The  other  was  laden  with  pmviafiaos 
and  gunpowder,  but  ran  agroond  in  the  Bastens 
Branch,  in  attemptioff  to  transport  ber  to  tha 
litile  Falls,  and  was  prandered  by  the  inbabiiaata 
near  the  Navy  Yard ;  the  powder  and  part  of  ika 
provisions  have  since  been  recovered. 

The  new  schooner  Lynx  escaped  the  flanea  in 
an  extraordinary  maaaor,  and  remaiao  eatira 

The  metallic  artidos  have  nearly  ail  been  saved, 
ineladinn  a  vast  qoantiiy  of  iron  work,  wb]cl^ 
with  littb  labor,  will  ansver  the  original  porpose. 

The  timber  that  was  in  the  dock  is  saved  ;  and 
a  peat  deal  of  that  which  was  partiaOy  cooasmed, 
will  be  usefoL 

AloMMt  the  whdeof  the  machinery  of  tbestcam 
engine  iareponed  to  be  in  good  condittoa;  the 
boiler  is  perfect. 

The  buildingt,  with  the  exception  of  the  honaas 
of  the  comanndant  and  lieutenant  of  the  yard, 
the  guard  houses,  and  gateway,  and  one  oibm 
building,  have  been  d^troyed.  The  walls  of 
some  appear  to  be  eniirei  and  hot  little  injared; 
of  others  they  are  destroyed. 

The  mooomenf  was  but  sUghily  injnred. 

Paper  Q  is  a  list  of  the  cannon  remaiaiag  per* 
feet  in  the  yard,  and  of  those  which  were  injared 
by  the  enemy. 

The  isstting  store  of  the  yard,  and  its  contents^ 
which  had  esoapod  the  original  conflagraiiaB, 
were  totally  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

Orders  bare  bera  isaoed  to  the  cfieen  of  the 
yard  to  preoare  their  statemenu  and  estimatfs  af 
the  valneor  public  property  destroyed,  wbkk  shall 
be  furnished  as 


as  soon  as  possiole. 

With  the  circttOMtanoes  attending  the  abaa* 
doMBent  and  destradioa  of  Fert  Washington, 
and  the  fate  of  Alexandrin,  I  am  no  osherwisi 
acquainted  than  by  the  accounts  which  hare  bam 
poblished. 

After  the  capitalation  of  Alesandria.  to  ibt 
enemy^s  sfaadron^  considerable  foree,  In  seaac^ 
was  ordered  from  Baltimore,  (See  leuec  R^)  aader 
the  command  of  Commodore  Rodgera,  with  Cap- 
tains Porter,  Perry,  and  Creighton.  The  former 
attacked  and  annoyed  the  enemy  in  bis  rear,  in 
boau  and  with  fire  vessels,  whilst  the  olbar  com- 
manders planted  their  batteries  on  White  Hoast 
Potot  and  Indian  Head. 

Those  measures  precipitated  the  departure  of 
the  enemy,  and  greatly  annoyed  him  in  descead- 
ing  the  river;  mit  there  was  not  time  snffidsat 
to  prepare  the  means  to  render  that  annovaace 
effectual.  All  that  the  limited  means  employed 
could  possibly  effect,  was  accomplished,  by  the 
gallantty,  skiU,  and  patriotism,  of  those  ^dslia- 
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goitbtd'offlfSersjttDd  the  lM?.e  Mamea,  ttariiMi^ 
tod  TotimfeerB,  attder  thcfir  eommairdj 

The  measures  pareaed  hj  this  Department,  in 
order^to  eo^opente  in  the  defenee  of  the  Metrop- 
•lii,  were  not,  in  their  nature,  atrietly  sanctk^ned 
bf  the  regnlatieas  end  tnagesof  the  naval  service, 
hot  irere  adopted  wHh  an  ardent  desire  that  they 
might  prove  effectual ',  with  a  certain  knowledge 
Ihat  the  leal  end  patriotism  of  the  naVai  corps 
woald  ii^Niee  them  los^ktbe  enemy,  with*  equal 
vigor  and  eheerfulnesB,  in  the  field  as  on-  the  ttHiiB ; 
and  a  eonvlirtioa  that  the  ensergBooy  folly  joetK 
lied  aoy  step  whieheonld  e(Bi^trih«te  to  the  det^oee 
of  the  National  Capitol. 

Whether  more  or  less  hae  been  done  then  datt 
required,  is  eheerfolly  and  respeetfnlly  sobmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Ac. 

'  W.  JONES. 

Hon*  R.  M.  Jofiiieoif  j  Chairmtmi  fe. 

Navy  Yard,  Wasbinqton. 
.  October  IS,  IBU. 

Sir:  On  a  review  of  the  ootisequeecei  which 
emanated  from  the  retreat  of  our  •Mtayj  and  the 
entrance  of  that  of  the  enemy  into  this  city,  on 
the  twenty*fottffth  of  August  laat^so  for  as  relates 
to  this  establishment,  1  respectrally  submit  the 
following  general  statement: 

After  receiving  repeaied  contradictory  reporte, 
relative  to  the  strength  aad  position  of  the  enemy, 
during  the  afternoon  and  eveaioff  of  fha|  day,  at 
twenty  minates  p«it  eight,  P,  Ml,  I  reeeived  in* 
contestable  proof  (by  Captain  Creighton,  and  Mr. 
M.  Booth,  my  clerk,  both  of  whom  had  been  vol- 
untarily active  to  obtain  me  positive  information) 
that  the  enemy  was  in  complete  possession  ol  the 
city,  having  themselves 'been  within  the  range  of, 
and  ezDOfed  to,  the  fire-of  his  muskeuy. 

The  boats  for  our  eonveyance  from  the  yard 
being  .stationed  aeoording^  to  order,  we  imniedi- 
ately  repaired  down  the  yard,  applying  fife  to  the 
trains  leading  to  the  storehouses,  the  principal  of 
which  were  almost  instantly  in  irresistible  flames. 

Advancing  towards  tbe  boats,  those  to  the  new 
frigate  Essex,*  and  to  the  sloop  of  wa»  Argus, 
were  touched,  ai^d  they  also  immediately  envel- 
oped in  a  sheet  of  inextinguishable  fire. 

From  a  momentary  impulse,  and  faint  hope  of 
recovering  the  new  schooner  Lyax,  I  directed  her 
not  to  be  fired,  and. have  tbe  satisfaction  to  say, 
that,  by  an  almost  miraculous. escape,  she  is  still 
"ou».'' 

The  frigate  Essex's  hull,  in  the  shipwright's 
department,  was  very  near  complete,  her  bottom 
ready  for  coppering,  affd  she  could  have  been 
lauoohed  in  ten  days;  her  masts  and  spars  were 
nearly  finished,  with  timber  sufficient  on  the 
wharf  to  complete  them ;  all  her  blocks,  dead-eyes, 
and  the  major  part  of  her  gun  carriages,  ready ; 
two  suits  of  her  heavy  sails,  and  nearly  the  same 

*  The  CSolnmbis,  ss  designfttsd  in  my  lepcri  of  the 
third  instanty  but  eaUed  the  Basez,  by  the  Conuaaad* 
sDBty  upon  the  pMsumption  that  hev  nsme  wss  te  have 
beanehsoged.  -     > 


qtiavtHy  of  her  others,  were  finished  in  th9  mtt 
loft,  ready  for.  bending  $  her  standing  rigging,  4ui, 
fitted  in  the  rigging  loft,  and  sufficient  r onniag 
rigging  in  store  Tor  her  complete  equipment;  het 
largest  boats  nearly  ready  for  lauiiching;  all  faer 
water  casks,  and  every  material  of  cooper's  worki 
ready  to  go  on  board. 

The  sloop  of  war  Argtis  lay  at  the  wharf,  with 
all  her  avmament  and  equipment  on  board, eseeyi 
her  sails,  which  were  in  the  sail  loft,  and  her  pi9- 
vtsioos  in  the  ^ores,  and  therein  consumed ;  avl 
except  her  powder,  which  had  not  been  shipped^ 

A  large  quantity  of  timber,  flank,  knees,  4dhei|. 
were  in  different  parts  of  the  yard,  and  the  seventy- 
four  gun  ship  timber,  stored  in  the  appropriate 
sheds,  all  fell  a  prey  to  the  devouring  element  ^ 
also  one  large  and  one  smaller  row  galley,  both 
armed,  rigged,  ai^d  prepared  for  service ;  and  three 
heavy  armed  scows,  with  their  guns,  dtc.  op  board 
also  ready. 

Tbe  buildings  destroyed  by  the  fire  from  the 
frigate^  dte«  were,  the  mast  shed  and  timbershedj 
the  joiners'  and  boat  builders'  shops,  and  mooli 
loft ;  all  tbe  offices;  the  medical  store ;  the  i^umb- 
ers'  and  smiths'  shops,  and  blockmakers'  shop; 
the  saw  mill  and  Mock  mill,  with  iheir  whole 
appamtos^  tools,  ahd  machinery ;  the  ouildiug  te 
the  steam  engines,  and  all  tbe  combustible  parts 
of  its  machinery  and  materials;  the  rig|;iBg  loft-; 
the  apartments  for  the  master  and  the  boStsWalli 
of  the  yard,  with  all  their  furniture ;  the  gun-car- 
riage makers'  and  painters'  shops,  with  all  tite 
materials  and  took  therein  at  the  time ;  also,  the 
bulls  of  the  old  frigates  Boston,  New  York,  and 
Qeneml  Qreene. 

The  storehouses  first  fired  Were  the  provision 
stores,  ^nner's  and  ordnance  st^e,  cordage  stort, 
and  sail  loft;  which,  with  all  their  perishable 
contents,  were  consumed. . 

The  navjr  storekeeper's  detail  issttinc  store,  ooii- 
ttining  in  lU  different  departments  a  large  quan- 
tity of  new  esnvass,  twine,  lines,  buotihg,  aiifi 
colors;  together  with  aU  our  stocks  of  matnemsf- 
tleal  ivstrumentsj.and  nautical  apparatus,  apper- 
taiaiagto nl^rlgation ;  shfp chandlery.  tools,n8tft, 
oils,  pitnts,  dbc,  had  escaped  through  the  ntgVt 
the  effect  of  the  fire,  but  was  fired  by  the  eneitfir 
on  the  oueceeding  morntnff.  tbe  twentjr-fifttifaaci 
entirely  consuiied,  with  all  its  contents;  as  weifb 
also  the  coopers'  shop,  two  small  fmme  timber 
sheds,  and  that  in  which  oar  far,  pitch,  rosio,  AiC;, 
were  deposited.  ^ 

The  jgeneral  loss  of  our  papers  prevents  thb 
possibility  of  forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  lo^ 
in*  the  liiechanical  departments  heretofore  enu- 
merated. Of  that  relative  to  the  stores  on  hand, 
in  the  navy .  storekeeper's  peculiar  charge,  it  is 
presumed  a  tolerable  accurate  estimate  may  be 
termed,  and  will  be  the  subject  of  a  future  cotn- 
munication,  which  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon  as 
it  js  possible  to  efiect. 

On  my  return  to  the  yard  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
I  bad  the  mortification  to  observe,  thst  the  provi- 
sions which  had  been  laded  on  board  tbe  old  ffun- 
boat,  No.  140,  (and  with  which  she  had  grounded 
in  endeavoring  to  get  #uf  of  the  Branch,  on  the 
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Cweotf-fourth)  had  become  «»prey  to  oumerous 
uoauthorized  persons,  some  of  whom,  boweFer, 
instaBtly  offered  to  deliver  up  ail  in  their  posses- 
sion, which  was  subseqaenu/  done,  but  several 
barrels  are  yet  to  be  accounted  for. 

A  subject  of  still  g^reater  regret  is  the  loss  of 
upwards  of  two  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  which 
were waptonly and  unauthorizedty taken  outof  the 
magazine,  and  chiefly  thrown  into  the  water,  the 
<ause  of  whicb,  however,  being  under  i n  vest  igation 
by  a  court  martial,  on  the  corporal  of  the  marine 
f;uard  then  there,  1  forbear  to  enlarge  on  the  sub- 
ject as  my  feelings  would  dictate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

THOMAS  TINGEY. 

Hon.  William  Jonbs, 


Navy  Yard,  Wabhington, 
August  27, 1814. 

Sir:  After  receiving  your  orders  of  the  twenty- 
fourth,  directing  the  public  shipping,  stores,  &C, 
at  this  establishment,  to  be  destroyed,  in  case  of 
the  success  of  the  enemy  over  our  army,  no  time 
was  lost  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements 
/or  firing  the  whole,  and  preparing  boats  for  de- 
parting from  the  vard,  as  you  had  suggested. 

About  four  P.  Al.,  I  received  a  message  by  an 
officer,  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  infor- 
mation that  he  ^'could  protect  me  no  longer." 
Soon  after  this  1  was  informed  that  the  confla- 
gration of  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge  had  com- 
menced; and,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  explosion 
announced  the  blowing  up  of  that  part  near  the 
'*draw,"  as  had  been  arranged  in  the  morning. 

It  had  been  promulgated,  as  much  as  in  my 
power,  among  flie  iohahitants  of  the  vicinity,  the 
intended  fate  of  the  yard,  in  order  that  they  might 
take  every  possible  precaution  foe  the  safety  of 
themselves,  families,  and  property. 

Immediately  several  individuals  came,  in  suc- 
cession, endeavoring  to  prevail  on  me  to  devi- 
ate from  my  instructions,  which  they  were  inva- 
riably informed  was  unavailing,  unless  they  could 
bring  me- your  instructions  in  writing,  counter- 
manding those  previously  given.  A  deputation 
also  of  the  mo^t  respectable  women  came  on  the 
aaoia  errand,  when  I  found  myself  painfully  ne- 
cessitated to  inform  them,  that  aay  further  impor- 
tunities would  cause  the  matches  to  be  instantly 
applied  to  the  trains;  with  assurance,  however, 
that  Jf  left  at  peace,  I  would  delay  the  execution 
of  tne  orders  as  long  as  I  could  feel  the  least 
ahadow  of  justification.  Captain  Creighton's  ar* 
rival  at  the  yard,  wiih  the  men  who  had  been 
with  him  at  the  bridge,  (probably  about  five 
o'clock,)  would  have  justiaed  me  in  instant  opera- 
tion, but  he  also  was  strenuous  in  the  desire  to 
obviate  the  intended  destruction,  and  volunteered 
to  ride  out  and  cain  me  positive  information  as 
to  the  position  of  the  enemy,  under  the  hope  that 
onr  army  mi^ ht  have  rallied  and  repulsed  them. 
I  was  myself,  indeed,  desirous  of  delay,  for  the 
reason  that  the  wind  was  then  blowing  fresh  from 
the  south-southwest,  wh|ch  would  most  probably 
have  caused  the  destruction  of  all  the  private 


property  north  and  east  of  ih«  ytnl,,fl  ,„  ^.j. 
borhood.  I  was  of  opinion,  th^  i4e X 
of  the  evening  would  bring  witk  iu  cilm T 


which  happily  we  were  not  disspfoiiKi  Oti» 
gentlemen,  well  mounted,  volaaie^nCBjj:^ 
Oreighton  had  donctogooQtaDdbnMBtu^ 
tive  intelligence  of  the  enemy'v  aiuiSoL/Ml 
sible  lo  obtain  it.  ^ 

The  evening  came,  and  I  wtited  wiih  moek 
anxiety  the  return  of  Captain  CrdgbiiiLbrjg. 
almost  continual  informalioo  tbuiiteoc^ 
were  ill  the  neigh  borhood  of  the  miitMbneb' 
at  the  Capitol  Hill ;  and  that  their  '^ 
was  near  Georffetown.  Itherafort^Ki^ 
wait  only  until  half  past  eight  o'cloeUei» 
mence  the  execution  of  niyonlen,bee(ttitt|ft. 
prehensive  that  Captain  Creightvohuijreiiliii 
long  stay,  fallen  into  the  haods  of  (be  tmj, 
Duriag  this  delay  I  ordered  a  fev  mviDci,  nj 
other  persons  who  were  then  Deum^iogoof 
in  one  of  the  small  galleys,  which  vuiloix,iid 
the  boat  is  saved.  Colonel  Wharioo  kid  ben 
furnished  with  alight  boat,  with  vbieb  be  left 
the  yard  probably  between  sefeoaD(lei|i)to>eli)d. 
At  twenty  minutes  past  eight  Ctpuin Cm^ta 
returned;  he  was  still  extr  emeif  irene  to  (be 
destruction  of  the  property,  but  Mt^iifmti 
him  that  your  orders  to  me  wen  mpiiin,Ae 
proper  disposition  of  the  boats  kn^oade, (be 
matches  were  applied,  and  in  afevooneBUtbe 
whole  was  in  a  state  of  irretrienUemilisntin. 
k^When  about  leaving  the  wbarflobaiTedtbe 
fire  had  also  commenced  atthevofbtiGmi- 
leafs  Point,  and  in  the  way  eot  of  the  Bitoek 
we  observed  the  Capitof  on  ore.  ItbadbeeDBf 
intention  not  to  leave  the  vicinity  of  the  Narf 
Yard  with  my  boat  during  the  ni^t;  bat, hariif 
Captain  Creighton  and  other  geDileoKDiitbBe, 
she  was  too  much  encumbered  and  oreriidato 
render  that  determination  proper.  We,  (ben- 
fure,  proceeded  to  Atexandria,  in  iherieiuifiif 
which  I  rested  till  themorniD|oftbe^wbei, 
having  also  refreshed  the  gig's  crev,itltf( 
Alexandria  at  half  past  seven  o'clock, »il»' 
eeeded  again  up  to  the  yard,  where  I  luH*' 
molestei,  about  a  quarter  before  nine. 

The  schooner  Lynx  had  laid  along  si^» 
burning  wharf  still  unhurt;  hoping,  therefore u 
save  her,  we  hauled  her  to  uieqmrterrftx 
hulk  of  the  New  York,  which  bad  nboextid 
the  ravages  of  the  flames.  The  d(iiil«Bf 
store  of  the  Navy  Storekeeper  had  reaniBi'' 
from  the  fire  during  the  night,  which  thesaf. 
(being  in  force  in  the  yard,)  about  eigbt?a«<. 
set  fire  to,  and  it  was  speedily  eonsoDi(i 

It  appeared  that  they  had  left  the  pj^ 
half  an  hour  when  we  arrived.  I  ft»  |J 
dwelling-house,  and  that  of  LieateuoiBiaaB 
untouched  by  fire ;  but  some  of  the  P^r  ^ 
neighborhood  had  commenced  ploaderiBfi^ 
therefore,  hastily  collecting  a  few  person  n^ 
to  me,  I  got  some  of  my  most  valuable  im'^ 
moved  to  neighbors'  houses  oat  of  the  p?; 
tendered  me  their  offers  to  receire  \^ 
enemy's  ofllcer  having  declared  privtf ^A 
sacred.    Could  I  have  staid  another  bfi^*" 


1681 


APPENDIX. 


1682 


CbpUm  c/ ^Ae  Cli^  af  WaOdfiigUm. 


probftblynTcd  til  my  ihrmlore  tad  ttorep;  bot 
being  advised  by  some  frietds  that  1  wts  not  safe, 
tbey  believing  ibat  the  Admiral  was,  by  that 
time,  or  would  rery  speedily  be,  informed  of  my 
being  in  the  yard;  be  having  expressed  an  anx* 
1008  desire  to  make  me  captive;  bat  bad  said 
that  the  officers'  dwellings  it  the  yard  sboold  not 
be  destroyed. 

I,  therefore,  again  embarked  in  the  gtff,  taking 
along,  out  of  the  Brancii,  one  of  the  new  Jaunches, 
which  Jay  safe,  although  alongside  of  a  floating 
stage  enveloped  in  flames.  I  had  no  sooner  gone 
than  such  a  scene  of  devastation  and  plunder 
took  place,  in  the  houses,  (by  the  people  of  the 
neighborhood,)  as  is  disgraceful  to  relate ;  not  a 
moveable  article  from  the  cellars  to  the  garrets 
has  been  left  as,  and  even  some  of  the  fixtures, 
and  the  locks  of  the  doors,  hare  been  sbtmefoUy 
pillaged.  Some  of  the  perpetrators,  howerer, 
taFe  been  made  known  to  me. 

From  th«  number  and  movements  of  the  ene- 
my it  would  have  appeared  rash  temerity  to 
have  attempted  retaming  again  that  day,  though 
my  inclination  strongljr  urged  it;  therefore,  re- 
coiuioUering  their  motions,  as  well  as  could  be 
effected  at  a  convenient  distance,  in  the  gig,  until 
evening,  I  agaiit  proceeded  to  Alexandria  for  the 
night. 

Yesterday  morning,  the  26th,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  form  (from  the  various  and  contradictory 
reports  at  Alexandria)  any  sort  of  probable  con- 
jecture, either  of  the  proceedings  or  situation  of 
our  army,  or  that  of  the  enemy. 

Determining,  therefore,  to  have  a  positive 
knowledge  of  some  part  thereof,  from  ocular 
demonstration,  I  again  embarked  in  the  gig,  pro- 
ceeding with  due  caution  to  the  yard,  where  I 
learned  with  chagrin  the  devastation  and  pillage 
before  mentioned,  and  found, also,  to  my  surprise, 
that  the  old  gunboat,  which  bad  been  loaded  with 
provisions,  and  grounded  in  endeavoring  to  get 
oat  of  the  Branch,  on  the  evening  of  the  34th, 
was  nearly  discharjped  of  her  cargo  by  a  number 
of  our  people,  without  connexioa  with  etch 
other. 

Having  landed  in  the  yard  I  soon  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  had  left  the  city,  excepting  onlv 
a  sergeant's  guard,  for  the  security  of  ihe  sick 
and  wounded.  Finding  it  impracticable  to  stop 
the  scene  of  plunder  that  had  commenced,  I  de- 
termined insuntly  on  repossessing  the  yard,  with 
all  the  force  at  my  command;  repairing,  there- 
fore, immediately  to  Alexandria,  Lieatenant  Har- 
adan,  the  ordinary  men, and  a  few  marines  there, 
were  ordered  directly  up,  following  myself,  and 
got  foil  possession  a^in  at  evening. 

I  am  now  coUeoting  the  scattered  purloined 
provisions,  ready  for  your  orders,  presuming  tbey 
will  now  become  very  scarce  indeed  t  the  quann 
tity  saved,  you  shall  be  informed  of^  when-known 
to  me. 

The  Lynx  is  safe,  except  her  Ibremast  being 
carried  away,  in  the  storm  of  the  25th,  about  four 
P.  M.  We  have  also  another  of  the  gunboat^ 
with  about  one  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  and 
i>ne  of  the  large  yard  eatteiSi  nearly  lull  with  the 


filled  cylinders,  for  our  different  guns,  prevloualj 
mounted.  The  powder  of  those,  however,  is 
probably  much  wetted  by  the  storm.  I  would 
most  willingly  have  an  interview  with  you,  but 
deem  it  improper  to  leave  my  station  without 
some  justifiable  cause,  or  in  pursuance  of  your 
instructions,  under  which  1  am  ready  to  proceed 
wherever  my  services  may  be  thought  useful. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  A^c. 

THOMAS  TINGBY. 

Hon.  W.  Jones. 

P.  S.  Sunduy  morning^  28f^— After  terminat- 
ing the  foregoing,  last  evening,  I  had  scarcely 
laid  down  my  pen  when  a  smart  cannonading 
commenced  at,  or  from,  Fort  Washington ;  which 
continued  from  heavv  cannon,  until  after  seven 
o'clock,  daring  which  it  appeared  as  if  two  or 
three  severe  explosions  had  taken  place.  No 
doubt  that  it  was  between  the  enemy's  fri^tes 
and  the  fort)  bat  as  to  the  result  I  am  entirely 
without  information;  nor  have  I  at  command 
the  means  of  obtaining  it;  the  wind  blowing  too 
fresh  up  the  river  for  a  li^h:  boat  to  make  any 
progress  down.  I  shall  hire  sufficient  hands,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  and  collect  all  the  materials 
unhurt  by  the  fire;  which  shall  be  suitably  de- 
posited and  protected.  T.  T. 


Fabm  At  Elk  Rioob, 

August  29, 18U. 
8ia:  This  is  the  first  moment  I  have  had  it  in 
my  power  to  make  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  forces  tinder  my  command  since  1  had  the 
honor  of  seeing  you  at  the  camp  at  the  "Old 
Fields."  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  we  were 
informed  that  the  enemy  w,as  advancing  upon  us. 
The  army  was  put  under  tfrms,  and  our  positions 
taken ;  my  forces  on  the  right,  flanked  by  the 
two  bkttalions  of  the  96ih  and  38th,  where  we 
remained  some  hours ;  the  enemy  did  not  make 
his  appearance.  A  little  before  sunset  General 
Winder  came  to  me,  and  recommended  that  the 
heavy  artillery  should  be  withdrawn,  with  the 
exception  of  one  twelve-pounder  to  cover  the  re- 
treat. We  took  up  our  line  of  march ;  and,  in 
the  night,  entered  Washington  by  the  Ea6tem 
Branch  bridge.  I  marched  my  men,  &c.,  to  the 
Marine  barracks,  and  took  up  quarters  for  the 
night,  myself  sleeping  at  Commodore  Tingey's. 
in  the  Navy  Yard.  About  two  o'clock  deoeral 
Winder  came  to  my  quarters,  and  we  made  some 
arrangemenu  for  the  morning.  In  the  moroiuff 
I  received  a  note  from  General  Winder,  and 
waited  upon  him.  He  reo nested  me  to  take  com- 
mand, and  place  my  artillery  to  defend  the  pas* 
sage  of  the  bridge  on  the  Eastern  Branch,  as  the 
enemy  was  approaching  the  city  in  that  dire&^ 
tion.  I  immediately  put  my  guns  in  position, 
leaving  the  marines  and  the  rest  of  my  men  at 
the  barracks  to  wait  further  orders.  I  was  in 
this  situation  when  I  had  the  honor  to  meet  you, 
with  the  President  and  Heads  of  Departments^ 
when  it  wks  determined  1  should  draw  off  my 
guns  and  meB,^and  proceed  towards  Bladensburg, 
which  was  immediately  put  into.execution.    On 
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•»r  wiy  I  was  informed  the  cneoif  was  wirhin  a 
mile  of  Bladensborg ;  we  harried  on.  The  day 
was  hot,  aod  my  men  very  much  crippled  from 
the  severe  marches  we  had  experienced  the  days 
before,  many  of  them  being  without  shoes,  whieh 
I  had  replaced  that  morniog.  I  preceded  the 
men,  and  when  I  arrived  at  the  line^  which  sep- 
aratee the  DisUict  from  Maryland,  the  battle 
began.  I  sent  an  officer  back  to  horry  on  my 
men ;  they  came  up  »  a  trai;  we  took  oar  posi- 
tion on  the  rising  ground ;  put  the  pieecs  in  bat- 
tery ;  posted  the  marines  under  Captain  Miller ; 
and  the  flotilla  men.  who  were  to  act  as  infantry, 
under  their  own  officers,  on  my  right,  to  support 
the  pieces,  and  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
During  this  period  the  engagement  continued, 
and  the  enemy  advancing,  our  own  army  retreat- 
ing before  ihem  apparently  in  much  disorder. 
At  length  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  on  the 
main  road,  in  force,  and  in  front  of  my  battery, 
and,  on  seeing  us,  made  a  halt,  I  reserved  our 
fire.  In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy  again  ad- 
vanced, when  I  ordered  an  eighteen-pounder  to 
be  fired,  which  completely  cleared  the  road ; 
shortly  after  a  second  and  a  third  attempt  was 
made,  by  the  enemy,  to  come  forward,  but  all  were 
destroyed.  They  then  crossed  over  into  an  open 
field, and  attempted  to  flank  our  right;  he  was 
there  met  by  three  twelve-pounders,  the  marines 
under  Captain  Miller,  aiad  my  men,  acting  as  in- 
fantry; and  i^ia  was  totally  cut  up.  By  this 
time  not  a  vestige  of  the  American  army  re- 
mained, except  a  body  of  five  or  six  hundred, 
]poBted  on  a  height,  on  my  right,  from  whom  1 
expected  much  support  from  their  fine  situation. 
The  enemy,  from  this  period,  never  appeared 
in  force  in  front  of  us ;  they  pushed  forward  their 
sharp  shooters,  one  of  #hich  shot  my  horse  under 
me;  who  fell  dead  between  two  of  my  guns. 
The  enemy,  who  had  been  kept  in  check  by  our 
.  fire,  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  now  began  to  out- 
flank us  on  the  right ;  our  guna  were  turned  that 
way ;  he  pushed  up  the  hill,  about  two  or  three 
hundred,  towards  the  corps  of  Amerioans  sta- 
tioned as  above  desnribed ;  who,  to  my  great  mor- 
tification, made  no  resisianoe,  giving  a  fire  or 
two,  and  retired.  In  this  situation  we  bad  the 
whole  aroLy  of  the  enemy  to  contend  with*  Our 
ammunition  was  expended^  and,  unfortunately, 
the  drivers  of  my  ammunition  wagons  had  gone 
off  in  the  general  panic.  At  this  time  1  received 
&  severe  wound  in  my  thiffh ;  Captain  Miller  was 
wounded;  Sailingmaster  Warner  killed;  Acting 
Sailingmaster  Martin  killed,  and  Sailingmaster 
Martin  wounded ;  but,  to  the  honor  of  my  offi- 
cers and  men,  as  fast  as  their  companions  and 
messmates  fell  at  the  guns,  they  were  instantly 
replaced  from  the  infantry. 

Finding  the  enemy  now  completely  in  our 
rear,  and  no  means  ot  defence,  I  gave  orders  to 
my  officers. and  men  to  retire.  Three  of  my 
officers  assisted  me  to  get  off  a  short  distance,  but 
the  great  loss  of  blood  occasioned  such  a  weak<' 
ness  that  I  was  compelled  to  lie  ddwn.  I  re- 
quested my  officers  to  leave  me,  which  they  ob- 
siinateiy  refused ;  but,  upon  being  arderedj  tfiey 
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obeyed ;  one  only  lemainei.  laufcortiiBti 
observed  a  British  eoUiet,  wi  hi  him  ciM 
and  directed  him  toseekaaoictt;h|fc,^ 
utes  an  officer  came,  and,  on  ktniifvhol  fir 
brought  General  Ross  and  AdninlCtd^  jj 
me.  Those  oflteers  behaved  to  ne  viik  tke  noa 
murked  attention,  respect,  tad  poliints,y| 
surgeon  brought  and  mf'wooDddremAiani. 
diately.  After  a  fewmmate^enm9iioi,ike 
Gteneral  informed  me  (after  ptfiif  leiki^ 
some  eomplimeni)  that  I  was  pirald,]|(||(ij^ 
erty  to  proceed  to  Wasbinsttti  otBIMin: 
as,  also,  Mr.  Hnffingma,  who  hid  nudfi 
me,  offering  me  every  assisttoeaiibifiw, 

fiving  orders  for  a  litter  to  be  bnNi|kt,sf^ 
was  carried  to  Biadensbaij^.  Gi|aiil» 
wtif^U  first  captain  to  Admuil  Coetoie, » 
mained  with  me,  aod  behaved  to  me  a  if  lis 
a  brother.  During  the  suy  of  ibe cmdjiiBIi' 
densburg,  I  received  every  0iirlndatteuiap» 
sible  from  the  officers  of  the  UTjtodny. 

My  wound  is  deep,  hot  I  flitter  ayirif  m 
dangerous ;  the  ball  is  not  yet  eiinetei  I  (oiif 
hope  a  few  weeks  will  restore  me  to  ]Milth,ai 
that  an  exchaogu  will  take  ^tkttlBit» 
same  my  command,  or  aey  otlnr  tltt  jwm 
the  President  may  think  prapeiiakiMrae 
with.    Yours,  respectfully, 

JOSHClJUMiT. 

Hott«  W.  Joiras. 

No.  10. 
IMen  fram  Gmertd  F«i^^MrCddt,«d 
Jtki^  XrfMH  Aifssb 

General  Van  Neu^i  ftrfmofc 

WjLaHinoTOK,i'fe«.23,181*» 

But:  To  your  request  tome to'Rl«rtwiki 
committee  appoinled  to  iaqoireioioiknas 
which  led  lo  the  success  el  tko  emjifM^ 
this  city,  ^.,  such  informatioD,fie(i|W'«'i 
as  are  in  my  power,"  I  woeld  hiieaffw 
sooner,  makiug  such  report,  bstforiwi^ 
and  protracted  iiervous  attack,  ind  a wMBiW 
considerable  aeoumulatioa  of  iodapaMW  p 
vate  business,  la  the  naffatiwfWlw 
now  the  honor  to  transmit  yo^^  I>^w»" 
very  nature  of  the  case,  bedrwnajfJT 
tism,  which,  I  trust,  the  oeoMniU«efill ««» 
enough  to  excuse.  .     ,,y 

In  the  campaign  of  1813  we  bi^  it«^ 
the  War  I>epurtmeat,prodaced  bytw^ffj 
of  the  enemy  in  the  Potomac,  for  •!»»"* 
miUtia  of  the  District  of  ColambJUj^j; 
promptly  attended  to  on  our  pert;  ^Jr^.^ 
the  great  want  of  preparatiea  .»>y»^'^ 
ment  in  respect  to  arms,  aromttnmofi,»»?T 
page,  provisioBs,  and  the  conseqoeat  najl 
conftttton,  the  troops  would  haw  \m^ 
to  an  efficient  resisunce,  until  m  ^ 
been  out  some  days-that  fact, and  thj^^j;. 
stances^  were  then  evident  te  lU.  ^J^^ 
potency  of  Port  WashiB«ton,oDth€^J^ 
the  river,  a  few  mUes  befow  ^«^^^^ 
neoeasity  of  its  improvement,  were  «»""' 
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fntly  wptkmt  of  by  Stcrtury  Armstrong.  In- 
deed, the  importaMe  and  neeeeiity  of  erecting  a 
new  forttlkatiott  or  battery  at  eome  one  of  tbe 
levertl  fiivombie  litee  on  the  river,  so  as  c«a»* 
pletely  to  shut  out  from  the  upper  part  of  it,  or 
npel  a  hostile  flaet,  was  strongly  and  repeatedly 
soggested  and  admitted  by  the  Secretary.  He 
frMuemly  told  me,  thea  and  afterwards,  snbstan- 
lially,  that  he  had  ^  sneh  a  project,  and  wa»aboot 
to  esecQie  it;  that  he  was  only  balancing  be* 
tween  several  dsfierent  points  which  had  been 
roposed  or  presented  to  his  Tiew,  and  he  believed 
lemost  ffodowlB  himself  to  reconnoitre  and  se- 
lect.** After  the  lapse  of  some  time,  not  seeing 
or  hearing  of  any  step  towards  the  execution  of 
this  project,  I  several  times  reminded  him  of  it, 
and  he,  as  often,  still  encMraged  me,  by  words, 
to  expect  it,  wnile  he,  geneimlly  otherwise^  sp- 
peareo  rather  indifferent,  and  expressed  an  opin- 
ion that  tbe  enemy  would  not  come^  or  ereo  seri- 
ooslv  attempt  to  come  to  this  District. 

Aoottt  the  opening  of  the  prsaent  campaign, 
I  picssed  uain  upon  the  Becretnry  tbr  subject 
generally  of  oar  defeoee,  suggesting,  in  addition 
to  the  occlusion  of  the  river,  the  convenience  and 
importance  of  a  central  camp,  intermediate  be- 
tween Baltimore,  AnnnpoliSj  Washington,  Alex- 
andria, Georgetown,  and  the  neighboring  towns 
and  country.  Aadj  in  freQoent  interviews,  (in 
number,  to  be  sure,  very  mueh  increased  by  tbe 
importunate  applications  and  solicitations  to  me, 
of  both  the  civil  an4  the  military  branches  of  the 
community,  whose  conidence  in  the  Secretary 
appeared,  at  an  early  period^  at  best  wavering,  if 
not  declining,)  sometimes  official,  at  ether  .times 
not  so^  which  I  had  witk  him,  as  the  campaign 
progressed,  I  did  not  fail  to  repeat  the  suggestion. 
I  still  reeved  assurances,  generally  verbally, 
iuTorable,  accompanied  by  an  otherwise  apparent 
indi&renee,  and  oonfidence  in  our  security.  In 
April  last,  Ooloael  Clinch,  with  about  one  hun- 
dred men,  fl  believe  recruits,)  arrived  in  this 
city,  where  ne,  with  those  troops,  together  with 
a  few  hundred  who  bad  bean  garrisoned  tbfough 
the  Winter  at  QreealeaPs  Point,  remailked  en- 
camped lor  a  few  weeks.  This  was  the  only 
fi»reeof  a  regalar  cbamoter,  excepting  a  small 
marine  corps  attaohed  to  tbe  Navy  Yard,  which 
I  recallect  had  been  at  all  sutioaary  in  the  place, 
and  evan  the  greater  part  of  that  was  here  only 
at  a  seaaoa  WMn  there  was  no  actual  danger,  or 
cran  apprehension  of  it,  and  the  whole  was  pre- 
aeatly  sent  to  tbe  Northern  frontiers. 

Sometime  in  June  last,  the  enemy  appearing 
IB  or  about  the  nmutb  of  the  Patnzent,  the  Scc- 
tarjr  of  War  called  on  me  for  a  detachment  of 
militia.  Several  companiea  of  light  troops  were 
immediately,  in  conformity  with  his  instroctioos, 
ordered  and  marched  to  that  river.  After  a  abort 
period  of  service,  and  the  departure  of  the  enemy, 
they  were  discharged. 

Thus  had  the  campaign  progressed,  without 
any  Yisible  steps  towards  works  of  defence,  either 
permanent  or  temporary,  either  on  the  land  or 
the  water  side,  (I  never  having  heard  of  a  spade 
OB  an  aae  beii^f  sttncfc  in  nay  such  operation,)  or 


towards  forming  a  rendesvoos  or  camp  of  regu- 
lar droops  in  the  neighborhood,  to  the  ^reat  anx* 
iety,  inquietude,  and  alarm  of  the  District  and 
surrounding  countrv;  the  Secretarjr  generallr 
treating  with  indifference,  at  least,  if  not  with 
levi^,  the  ides  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy. 

When  the  eonclusion*of  European  hostilities^ 
and  the  rumors  and  accounts  of  expeditions  fit- 
ting out  for  this  country  by  England,  excited 
apprehensions  more  general  and  more  serious 
than  before.  I  again  renewed  tbe  subject  of  our 
defence,  and  it  was  still  treated  by  him  as  before. 
I  had  occasionally,  though  seldom,  introduced  it 
personally  to  the  President  himself,  who,  with* 
out  going  much  into  particulars,  referred  roe, 
generally,  on  that  subject,  to  tbe  War  Depart- 
ment, on  which  he  seemed  fully  to  rely  for  tbe 
proper  arraogemenis.    In  my  anxiety  and  solici- 
tude I  also  ocoasionally  mentioned  this  businem 
to  Secretary  Monroe,  who  always  appeared  to 
take  a  warm  iaterest  in  it,  and  gave  me  strong 
assurances  that  he  would  do  *' everything  that  he 
could  with  propriety  da''    At  length,  nothing 
visttde  having  yet  been  done,  and  the  danger  be- 
ing supposed  constantlr  to  increase,  about  the 
latter  end  of  Jooe,  or  beginning  of  July  last.  I 
inquired  of  Secretary  Monroe  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  Government  toabaadon  and  sacrifice 
the  District  or  not,  adding,  that  if  it  were  so,  ft 
would  be  well  for  os,  at  least,  to  know  it.    He 
answered  roe,  that,  so  far  from  it,  every  inch  of 
ground  about  it  was  determined  to  be  contested, 
and  the  last  drop  of  blood  to  be  spilt  in  its  de- 
fence.   He  said  it  was  decided  (I  then  understood 
or  inferred  that  there  had  been  a  recent  Cabinet 
consultation  on  the  subject)  to  form  a  camp  of 
regular  troops,  say  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand, at  a  central  position,  such  as  I  have  before 
spoken  of ;  who,  together  with  the  local  troops, 
would  constitme  an  adequate  defence  for  tbe  sur- 
rounding points,  to  either  of  which  they  might 
be  promptly  nnd  convenientljr  drawn.     When  I 
saw  Secretary  Armstrong  again  soon  afterward»| 
1  expressed  my  satialaction  at  what  I  had  than 
understood,    ne  confirmed  the  information,  and 
added  that  there  would  also  be  drawn  from  Car- 
lisle about  two  hundred  cavalry,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Lavall.    In  answer  to  my  inquiry,  when 
we  might  expect  them,  be  said  the  troops  were 
ordered  on,  nnd  would  begin  to  assemble  m  a  few 
days'  time,  and  that  orders  had  been  given  to  pro- 
cure horses  for  those  of  the  cavalry  corps  who 
were  not  yet  mounted.    This  period,  however, 
elapsed  without  the  arrival  or  any  of  them. 
There  appeared  not  to  be  taken  into  tbe  cakuia- 
tioo  a  small  detachment  or  fragment  or  two,  of  a 
regiment  or  two  of  the  regular  army,  who  were 
in  some  part  of  the  neighboring  country,  aa4 
who,  at  bast,  were  supposed  to  be  very  inefficient. 
I  afterwards,  several  times,  reminded  Secftury 
Armstrong  of  our  disappointment  couMdering 
the  strong  assurances  given  us,  4c.;  and  I  su|^ 
gested  the  utility  and  poprtety  of  ordering  out 
oar  mtlitta  in  successive  or  alternate  detaeb" 
meatoi    I  iinher  iafermfcd  him  (which  I  wan 
tiuthorized  to  do,  by  the  pressing,  vetantary  oS[tn 
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of  maof  of  my  fellow-citizeos)  that  bolb  the  eiti* 
sens  and  troops  of  the  District  of  Colombim  were 
readf  and  aozious  to  be  made  use  of,  ia  aojr  way 
that  the  Ghivernmeot  might  prescribe  or  direct 
for  the  pablic  good.  He  cootinaed  to  tell  me 
that  the  troops  would  sooo  be  on.  To  my  inqni- 
rics  about  the  caralry,  utore  thao  ODce,  he  replied 
that  he  had  sept  orders  for  purchasing  horses  to 
mount  the  corps,  and  that  it  would  soon  be  here. 
Colonel  La  vail  did  not,  however,  arrive  here  un* 
til  a  day  or  two  after  the  enemy  had  landed  at 
Benedict.* 

Some  time  in  July  last,  the  Secretary  of  War 
told  me  that  General  Winder  (who  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Patuxeot)  had  informed  him 
that  the  enemy  were  ascending  that  river  in  force, 
and  that  he  (Qeneral  WinderJ  required  as  many 
of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  as  could 
be  procured  should  be  immediately  sent  to  him ; 
and  the  Secretary  directed  roe  to'  order  out  three 
companies  to  satisfy  this  call,  which  was  imme- 
diately done.  After  having  been  in  service  nine 
days,  they  were  discharged. 

A  few  weeks  before  the  incursion  of  the  enemy 
here,  a  project  was  originated  among  the  banks, 
generally,  of  the  District,  to  offer  the  Gk)vernment 
a  loan  u>r  its  defence.  The  Secretary  was  in* 
formed  of  it  in  its  progres?,  and  appeared  to  approve 
it,  observing  that  the  arrangement  must  be  made 
with  the  Treasury  Department.  Although, 
owing  to  the  necessity  of  some  formalities  at  the 
offices,  and  the  tedious  delays  in  collecting  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  different  banks,  as  to 
certain  arrangements  and  terms  among  them- 
selves, this  project  was  not  matured  until  about 
a  week  before  the  capture  of  the  city,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  informed  that  the  money  would 
certainly  be  raised.  This  was  done  without  any 
intimation  or  suggestion  from  any  branch  of  the 
Government,  of  the  want  of  means  for  an  adequate 
defence,  although  I  recollect  the  Secretary  of 
War  had,  some  time  before,  in  a  conversation  I 
introduced  relative  to  the  purchase  of  some  more 
ground  about  Fort  Washington  for  an  extension 
of  the  works,  observed,  substantially,  that  the  pro* 
prietor  asked  too  much  for  it,  considering  bow  poor 
the  Government  was,  and  that,  if  we  found  it  was 
really  wanted  in  any  pressing  emergency,  it  would, 
of  course,  be  taken  and  used. 

At  length,  in  August  last^  when  the  increased 
and  reinforced  fleet,  with  the  troops,  ascended  the 
Chesapeake,  and  were  known,  from  amhenlic  in- 
formation, to  have  entered  the  Patuxent,  I  called 
on  Secretary  Armstrong  again,  and  expressed,  as 
usual,  my  apprehensions,  arising  from  want  of 
menus  and  preparations,  adding  that,  from  the 
known  naval  and  reputed  land  force  of  the  enemy, 

*  CJplonel  Lavall  has  since  informed  me  that  no 
effectual  means  were  taken  to  inoant  his  men,  not- 
withstanding his  frequent  applications  to  the  War 
Department  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that,  learning  that 
the  enemy  was  actually  approaching  as,  he,  on  his 
own  responsibility,  adopted  means  ibr  procuring  horses, 
on  the. spur  of  the  occasion,  or  he  could  not  have  been 
ou  at  all  for  the  particular  service. 


he  probably  meant  to  strike  t  leriMi  u^^  q 
replywa5«ohyej!bya.d,^,::i; 
come  with  such  a  fleet  wiihoot  wuinftojuSJ 
somewhere,  but  they  cerUioW  willioii,,k.«; 
what  the  d— i  will  thef  do  i«,»*tX^' 
marking  that  I  differed  very  ffloeh  \m^\jL 
to  the  probable  interest  they  feltinteiwiJor 
capturing  our  Seat  of  Goversnt^  igj^i 
believed  a  visit  to  this  place  woakl,f(irieTeni 
reasons,  be  a  favorite  object  with  tka,  iieol. 
served,  *'  no.  no !  Baltimore  it  tlKpht^v;  tkt 
is  of  so  much  more  cooseqaeaee." 

The  public  confidence  id  tbe  Seoitqtf f„ 
had,  for  some  time,  been  evideotlf  nfiA^ittli* 
ning.  and  the  frequent  and  aareiemdofRam 
by  individuals  to  that  effect,  tometioiattB^ 
and  sometimes  otherwise,  were  rnllf  diagna- 
ble  and  troublesome  to  me.  The  Proidai  m, 
I  presume,  have  been  aware  ef  the  &et  of  (kit 
want  or  decline  of  coafideaee,  ii  veil  frga  lie 
ordinary  sources  of  iDforaation,  u  fra  ibtt 
which  I  have  understood  (from  oie  of  ike  aea- 
bers  themselves)  he  received  ffwiijoiiteoi* 
mittee  or  deputation  of  tbemooieipiluMa 
of  the  city  of  Greotgetowa,  who  itii,  noetjae 
before,  a  formal  interview  with  hia,  Mn  le 
tbe  general  state  of  the  Distriei 

On  the  18th  of  August  lastilfeniskerfBrae- 
tary  Monroe,  at  hia  request.  andlifiKtroetJaoiof 
Secretary  Armstrong,  witn  tn  loall  imps  of 
horse,  to  accompany  him  to  thtPttoxeit.  On 
the  same  day.  General  WiDder(i{tsimi(Riee 
with  me,  in  which  he  was  hesitittoiuiititn- 
ded  as  to  the  force  he  might  wut  IioaiheDnr 
trict  of  Columbia,  and  in  wbiehlidiiteiliia 
unequivocally,  to  call  for  all  iuoiliiiiln^ix' 
my  whole  division  of  troops.  They  vewieep* 
ingly  immediately  ordered  oQt  Begnflios^ 
suspect,  from  circumstances,  that  soDe4ieon| 
might  arise  between  General  WiDdaiBiio)nl( 
on  the  score  of  command,  aad  not  aeuH^ J0 
create  any  not  absolutely  Deceisiry,Itoni>" 
not  to  raise  the  point  until  it  should  bec«tt^ 
tain  that  my  troops  were  to  go  iBioeewuojBi- 
tion.  It  sooo  became  so,  by  the  neirwiiwB 
approach  of  the  enemy  to  the  city.  IimoM 
on  General  Winder,  and,  after oheefTii^ttW 
that,  all  my  troops  being  in  serTice,lMBW« 
mysielf  so  also,  (as  I  was  part  of,*  i"2J2 
connected  with,  the  division.)  1  nvm  w 
that  I  should,  of  course,  expect  to  uketke<» 
mand  the  law  had  assigned  ^^^^^^^i 
which  I  was  prepared  to  do.  He  «!""?!. 
would  certainly  be  entitled  to  ^^^^^li 
were  really  iji  service ;  and  that  I»«^?JJS 
case,  yield  it  to  me  cheerfully,  and  ^^^ 
tation:  but  he  said  he  did  not  coD8id«r«»^ 
sarily  in  service,  because  the  two  brigM»^ 
composed  the  whole)  of  my  dirisioa  WW"^ 
quired, and  were  in  the  field;  M^^ri 
this  military  district  had  been  commuww^ 
he  was  compelled  to  retain  the  cooimw^ 
he  should  bergrularljr  notified  brihe&Jf 
ment  that  an  officer  of  superior  rank  wisjTj 
in  service  within  the  district.  G«n«|*^ 
in  a  conversation  of  some  mifliies  hetitn^i 
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nade  a  djalinetioo  (which  I  aoqtd  not  compre- 
bead)  between  ealliog  or  haTiag  the  two  brigades 
of  m^  diTiaioD  in  service,  and  calling  or  haFing 
thedi  vision  itself,  which  consisted  whollf  of  those 
two  brigades.    In  ao|>port  of  this  claim  to  the 
command  of  my  dmsion,  be  instanced  the  case 
of  General  Smith*  of  Baltimore,  who,  althoo^h  a 
considerable  part  of  bis  troops  were  in  requisition 
and  Qervice,  bad  not  claimed  the  command,  al- 
tboogh  be  said  he  hadjat  im,  made  some  intima- 
tion to  that  effect.    I  observed,  that  General 
Smith's  cottdact  might  be  explained  by  the  cir- 
comstance  oi  bis  whole  division  not  being  in  ser- 
triee.    1  concluded  my  interview  with  General 
Winder  by  informing  him  that  I  would  imme- 
diately apply  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  deter- 
mine the  principal  fact  on  which  the  case  rested, 
whether  f  was  or  was  not  in  service^  and  thus  to 
decide  the  qnestion  between  qs.  in  which  he  ap- 
peared cordially  to  concur.    Had  there  been  as 
littleconfidence  then  in  that  gentleman's  general- 
ship as  there  is  now,  my  coarse  would  have  been 
dilferent.    1  accordingly  instantly  called  on  the 
Secretary-  of  War,  who  expressly  declared  it  was 
^  an  embarrassing  caM  'p  and,  after  some  mioates' 
l^eneral  and  indecisive  conversation  on  the  sob- 
ject,  concluded  bf  aavurinr  me  that  be  would 
immediately  state  It  to  the  President  for  his  de- 
eision,  and  would,  without  delay,  advise  me  of 
the  result.    This  was  early  in  the  morniog  of  (I 
think)    Saturday,  immediately    preceding    the 
Wednesday  of  the  affair  at  Bladensburg. 

After  leaving  Secretary  Armsironff,  dissatisfied 
•8  I  was  with  the  general  tenor  of  his  language 
and  conduct,  relative  to  the  business,  during  the 
interview*  I  also  called  on  the  President^  lUtiaff 
to  him  sbbstanttaliy  the  tsaae,  and  adding,  as  1 
had  before  done  to  both  the  other  ffentlemen,  that, 
if  it  were  the  particular  wish  and  determination 
of  the  Executive  (which  I  besan  to  think  not  im-' 
probaUe)  that  <3eneral  Winder  shoold  have  the 
principal  command,  in  meeting  the  column  of  the 
enemy  marching  directly  on  the  city  from  the 
Patoxent,  that  probably  some  separate  station  or 
command  might  be  assigned  me,  as  there  were 
said  to  be  other  menaces  and  approaches.    The 
President  declined  a  decision  until  after  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  should  have  been  consulted.    I  re- 
tamed  to  my  house,  where  I  waited  impatiently 
with  my  aids,  Majors  Brent  and  M'Kenney,  who 
were  ready  and  anxious  to  accompany  me  to 
camp,  until  half  past  twelve  o'clock ;  and,  al- 
tboagh,  upon  reflecting  on  what  had  passed  be- 
tween the  Secietary,  General  Wmder,  and  my- 
aelf,  I  was  suspicious  it  was  predetermiaed,  and 
arranged  or  understood  between  th^m,  that  1  was 
not  to  have  the  command,  or,  at  least,  that  an  at- 
tempt shoold  be  made  to  withhold  it  from  me, 
•till,  not  hearing  from  the  Secretary,  1  sent  a  mes- 
senger to  him  requesting  a  decision.    After  de- 
taining the  servant  about  two  boors,  he  sent  me, 
by  him,  a  written  commooicatioo,  giving  me  to 
understand  that  I  was  not  considered  in  command 
or  service.    I  determined  not  to  attempt  to  create 
any  discordance  or-schism  at  a  moment  of  immi- 
nent peril,  and  when  the  cordial  c6-operatioa  of 


all  vras  so  important ;  and.  at  the  same  time  whilst 
1  held  my  commission  of  Major  General,  not  be- 
ingableto  serve  under  General  Winder,  1  instaatly 
sent  my  resignation  to  the  Secretary,  taking  an 
early  opportunity  of  assuring  General.  Winder 
thal^  although  I  felt  the  injury  done  me,  there 
was  nothing  personal  in  my  motives,  and,  further, 
offering  and  pledgia^  myself  to  him  for  any  ser- 
vice in  my  power,  either  civil  or  military,  which 
the  public  exiffenctes might  require.'*'  I  continued 
tosee  General  Winder  occasionally,  as  before,  and 
to  be  astonished  at  the  apparent  sluggishness  or 
procrastination  in  the  preparation  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  enemy,  who  was  on  his  advance.  I 
recollect  well  that,  even  after  he  ha<^  according 
to  authentic  and  undoubted  information,  ascended 
to  the  head  of  the  ship  navigation  of  the  Patox* 
ent,  and  had,  for  about  twenty-four  hours,  been 
dcMrking  on  the  hither  bank  of  that  river,  and 
marching  bis  troops  to  their  encampment  on  the 
heights  of  Benedict,  (about  forty  miles  from  this, 
on  the  usual  route^)  General  Winder,  in  answer 
to  an  inquiry  of  mine,  whether  he  had  ordered  on 
any  troops  from  Baltimore,  and  whether  be 
thought  they  would  be  here  in  time,  said  that  they 
were  ordered  on,  and  that  all  his  fear  was,  that 
they  would  be  here  too  soon.  Expressing  to  him 
my  astonishment  at  the  apprehension,  be  said  he 
thought  it  very  probable  that  the  enemy  would 
suddenly  turn  about,  and  make  a  blow  at  Balti- 
more. Having  been  surprised,  for  several  days, 
at  not  having  seen  or  heard  of  any  actual  attempt 
or  movement  towards  throwing  up  works,  of  any 
description,  in  this  vicinity,  from  behind  whicli 
the  enemy  might  be  resisted  with  great  advantage 
and  effect,  I  proposed,  at  a  meeting  of  our  citi- 
sens,  on  the  Saturday  evening  (after  I  had  resign- 
ed) next  preceding  the  day  of  the  aflair  at  JSia- 
densburg,  that  a  committee  shoold  be  appointed 
to  wait  on  General  Winder,  and  suggest  to  him 
the  importance  of  some  such  works  at  Bladens- 
burg, through  which  village  the  enemy  would 
certainly  pass ;  and,  in  case  the  General  should 
approve  the  proposition,  to  request  him  to  assign 
an  engineer  or  officer  to  prescribe  or  superintend 
the  w)erk,  the  citizens  furnishinsr  the  laborers,  ifcc., 
gratis*  A  committee  accordingly  waited  on  him : 
he  approved  the  idea,  assigned  or  procured  Colo- 
nel Wadsworth,  of  the  ordnance  defwrtment,  to 
locate,  superintend,  dbc,  and,  according  to  that 
officer's  project  and  directions,  (after  havinc  re- 
connottered  nearly  a  day,  an  operation,  in  which, 
at  his  request,  I  accompanied  him,)  were  the 
works  completed  by  the  citizens,  although,  to  the 
universal  astonishment,  not  a  man  occupied,  du- 
ring the  action,  the  principal  one ;  and  most  ad- 
vantageous parts  of  the  ground,  also,  which  had 
been  reeonnoitered,  (and  where  the  enemy  might 
have  been  cut  up  and  slain  by  bond  redd,)  were 
not  even  occupied  by  our  troops  I  Owing  to  ac- 
cident and  misinformation,  I  was  not  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action  \  but  the  whole  scene, 

*  Annexed  are  copies  of  my  nsignation«  a  snbse- 
qnent  totter  from  the  War  Department,  and  my  answer 
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doriag  mf  advance  towaidi  tke  rt|^t  froiH,  where 
Commodore  Baraey,  with  his  meo  and  ibe  aa- 
rtoe  corps,  did  theaselvee  so  mnch  honor,  whilst 
I  coatiooed  there,  and  afterwards,  in  retiriaff 
from  one  point  to  another  as  far  as  Ckorf^towo, 
ooBiained  disgostins and  inglorious eireamaiances. 
How  what  was  called  the  first  liae  of  oar  troops, 
OB  their  left,  genendlj,  was  foriaed.  I  do  not  know. 
la  that  part  of  the  neld  on  whioh  1  moved,  and 
afterwards,  dnriof  the  retreat,  I  ooold  discover  or 
leara  nothing  like  a  system  or  an  order  of  battle, 
of  retreat,  or  of  rsllyiag,  or  re-forming;  and  seve- 
ral of  the  officers  of  toe  militia  of  the  city  nod 
Ckorgetown,(Genemi  W.  Smith's  brigade,)  whom 
I  i»et  with  in  the  cooive  of  the  aifsir  (and  who, 
with  his  men,  were  generally  in  fpood  order,  and 
deeply  r^retted  the  want  or  opportonity  to  act 
efficiently^  appeared,  in  this  respect,  to  be  in  the 
same  predicament  with  myself. 

A  cardinal  error  in  this  whole  business  was,  in 
my  opinion,  that  the  great  hody  or  mass  of  the 
Baltimore  force  *  was  not  ordered  on  this  wayfio 
soon  as  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  aovement 
was  ascerlaioed,  with  instructions,  whilst  they 
(the  Baltimore  force)  were  advancing,  always  to 
keep  themselves  between  Baltimore  and  the  en- 
eauy,  so  that  they  might,  aad  would,  have  beea 
leady,  as  the  two  branches  of  our  army  and  the 
enemy  approached  each  other,  always  to  co-ope- 
rate, either  before  or  after  a  jmctioo,  with  the 
troops  assembling  here,  (who  vrocild,  oC  coarse, 
have  followed  the  enemy  had  he  wheeled  towards 
Baltimore,)  in  ease  of  an  attempt  either  oa  this 
place  or  mltimore;  and  thus  an  overwhelming 
and  operative  force  would  have  been  collected. 
Another  very  great  error,  I  thiak,  was,  that  the 
enemy  were  suffered  undisturbedly  to  eacamp  on 
the  heighu  of  Benedict^  where  thie  local  circum* 
etaaces  are  well  calculated  for  resistance,  and  to 
advance  from  thence  to  Bladensborg,  wit  hoot 
having  been  harassed  or  annoyed  ia  their  pro- 
gress] this  was  probably,  in  part,  and  perhaps 
priocipally,  owin^  to  the  want  of  a  central  camp, 
and,  geaerally,  ofmeans  and  preparations,  on  our 
pan,  when  the  enemy  landed. 

Another  error  was, that  our  men  were,  for  a  short 
period  before  the  action,  unnecessarily  harassed 
aad  worn  down  by  fattgoingand  ill-timed  marches; 
which,  ia  addition  to  the  fatigues  manv  of  them 
underwent  from  running,  as  it  were,  irom  their 
homes  (from  which  they  were  hurried  and  dragged 
at  the  moment,  instead  of  having  beenordered  oat 
in  proper  season)  to  this  city,  almost  exhausted 
them.  Another,  a  wantof  attention  and  pfomptness 
in  having  the  reinforcements, as  they  arrived  in  the 
cityisupplied  with  arms,  amrauniuon,  provisions, 
^.,  aad  in  accustoming  them  to  the  familiar  use  of 
the  former.  Another,  that  the  enemy  were  suf- 
fered to  advance  too  far,  even  at  Bladensburg,  be- 
fore they  were  met ;  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  ab- 
sence of  our  troops,  who  had  been  encamped  the 
preceding  night  within  about  three  or  four  miles 
only  of  the  field  of  battle.  Another,  a  want  of 
the  most  advantageous  order  or  arrangement  in 

*  A  part  only  of  the  Balthnore  force  came  thiawaar* 
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between  the  battle  greond  uA  As  dMTii. 
other,  a  prematare  eider  (ssttsoiBtiilJav 
of  retreat.    Aaother,  that  a  Kmetii!ih7^ 
apparently  excellent  tfeeps,(iker5iMj|M 
ot  militia,)  who  had  beea  ia  tkc  t^mS!%^ 
period  of  the  prteediag  diy ,  ant  m  ji  ik^ 
tioB.    I  ondersiaad,  ratayndMnibia 
pieseal,  that,  early  ia  tbe  ev«aii|i(itfRtdit 
day^  after  the  arrival  of  dMM  uwp  iiihn 
iheir  eomoMnder  amde  spplieiliNtothtai^ 
tary  of  War,  for  arois  aad  amauiiiiifoct^; 
and  that,  owia^  to  the  objaetim  ade  hjtkt 
Secretary,  he  did  ttotobuitatlMmiftiiltkBo» 
ing,  which  probably  wasa  priiei|iilaneflflk 
detention  fioai  the  eagagcimsL  AMknuni, 
I  think,  was,  that  Ckaeral  Ysui^  kiph  i 
Alexandria,  which  was  eoctapel «  ike  at 
aide  of  the  Potomac,  opposite  loAlciiidn.vnk 
a  few  miles  of  the  Bastera  BiimIi  kidf^is 
not  sent  for  insmediateiy  (if  not  kefoRJikiii 
was  ascertained  that  the  epeaf  m  a^f  t^ 
pruaching  Bladeosbucg.    IftluiWkei^ 
Qeaeral  Young  might  eitkef  ine  sarekil  io> 
wards  that  place  by  the  rotdmiliflftkEisHti 
Branch,  where  be  might  baTchaicidiaitt- 
noyed  the  enemy  in  flaak  or  m^oiteiii^, 
(croMing  the  Eastern  bmQekbnd|e,)iibiea\i 
not  have  reached  the  field  o{listtle,hMeaii« 
retreating  troops  at  some  pMatittkeeitf,ui 
might  thus  have  been  very  iastnnettiiue 
storing  the  fortune  of  ihe  day ;  tod  ii  eMlw est 
he  might,  in  a  few  hoars'  ttaie,  bifc  Rflndii 
hisforaaersUtion:  whereaa^beiaiiiiifiiih 
dienoe  to  an  order  (as  he  kst  ^^^^f^ 
me)  that  day  given  by  the  8«t»jrfirM 
his  position,  not  an  enemy  neir  luOif  ^^f^ 
whilst  his  men  distiacUy  hmid  tin  Ut^^ 
densbttrg,aad  weie  nmtiMattktfdMtim 
it.    Another  error  was,  thst  the  •«*!  "* 
ravines,  dbe^  by  the  sides  of  the  tasfih  w^ 
were  not  lined  with  our  light  tnoptittUMra 
enemy  ia  his  advance  ffom  «k«]«"«PJJJ 
At  all  events,  on  the  rising  gfoood  muv"* 
the  turnpike  gate,  if  not  before,  our  mopiNP 
to  have  oiade  another  stand.   By  ue  ow 
nary  exertions  of  private  V^^^^fzl 
officers,  and  by  the  oppormae  •""****; 
vorable  spot  of  the  Fairfax  Uoepi,  ^^. 
six  hundred,)  who  had  not  yet  1^"  ^  i 
body  of  about  ten  or  twelre  ^»«r  "J^ 
already  formed,  includiog  Mveral  pi«B"  Vr 
lery,  well  planted,  and  their  ■«»*!"  "!"S 
increasing,  by  the  raUyiogof  fagiu»ei,ite»ni« 
of  fresh  troops,  4bo. ;  and  I  am  conideirt  wij 
they  remained  there,  (in  a  poMtioB«»«J»; 
iog  the  Navy  Yard  as  the  city  ^^r^ 
British  would  not  have  advanced  ^J^ 
being  at  least  two  or  three  milesoS;  woj*^ 
partJaUy,  severely  handled  5  •a^i^'iJ 
each  advaategea  of  system,  antBgeoAi^ 
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•Mate  of  DQnribcW)  «aii£dtni)e,  dec,  aifbt  have 
bm  iaipfo?«d  bf  us,  «•  voold  bare  led  to  the 
dkeomfitare  And  detet  of  the  6»em|r ;  boc,  iuh 
fiKtoDalely,  otoh  from  hero  those  lioops  were 
oidsctd  to  lelfMit  towards  the  Gapilol  s^are, 
and  thenee  to  a  more  disiaRt  plaee ;  agwnst  botb 
of  whieh  movemeiiU  I  took  the  libertv.  at  the 
time,  of  resioostrattpg  to  Ganeial  Wtiider^  An- 
other unfoctiinate  error  was,  that  oor  troops,  aflee 
it  was  delemfiaad  toahandoa  the  oky  itself,  were 
not  baited  on  soaM  of  the  oommaiipdiag  heighls 
■vound  it,  from  whieh  thef  might  aonstaSidf  ba?« 
operated  with  eflbct,  either  hy  deucbment,  or 
otherwise,  en  4he  ^nemjr,  durias^  hisoontinoaaoe 
idheoome 


\ ;  and  from  whieh,  if  it  bad  aeoame  aeei 
to  retire,  we  might,  at  all  times,  hare  iietired  witi 
•afetf.  Anotber  ertor  was,  that  a  cansiderahle 
aad  aoaeaessary  aumber  of  wagons  and  oarto 
were  io  the  field,  or  its  immediate  riaiaity,  from 
which,  at  aa  early  period  of  the  eofagement,  they 
fled,  and  in  their  flight  eon tribatad  maeh  to  the 
dismay  and  oonftisioQ  of  the  day.  Another  error 
was,  that  tbeeoemy  was  not  pa  rsuedand  annoyed, 
in  bis  preeipitate  departure  to  his  ships.  Man  y  of 
those  errors,  doubtless^  arose  from  the  want  of 
eorrcat  information  relative  to  theeaemy ;  whieh, 
i«  itself,  was  an  extraprdinanr  oirenmstanee,  as, 
for  some  days  belbre  they  (the  enemy)  entered 
the  city,  tliere  were  several  hundred  oavalry 
jtmong  oar  tseops.  Many  'of  tba  evils  of  the  day 
also,  nnqaestioaably,  arose  from  the  rawness  of  a 
considerable  part  of  our  militia  foroe;  indeed, 
considering  what  the  deseription  of  the  great 
■nass  of  our  troops  wa^  and  that  they  had  tooon* 
tend  with  aboat  aa  equal  number  of  veterans, 
Dothiog  >ut  jodictons  and  skilful  maaagement. 
added  to  our  decided  superiority  of  artillery  and 
cavalry,  the  native  valor  of  oor  mea,  fightloj^  for 
all  they  held  dear*  aad  the  local  advantages  within 
our  reach,  coald  have  aathoroBcd  the  expectation 
ofcaocess. 

Although  I  cannoi  think  the  means  we  had  on 
the  spot  were  used  to  the  best  advantage,  still  I 
think  Ctanenl  Winder  was  byno  lODeaasiurnished 
with  sufficient  or  timely  meana;  which  I  always 
oonsidered  it  the  speckl  doty  of  the  War  Depaat* 
meal  to  have  attended  to. 

From  a  eertain  degree  of  delieacy,  sir,  in  my 
•itoaiion,  aa  regards  both  the  la|.e  Secretary  of 
War  and  General  Wiader,  it  is  not  withooi  some 
relnotaDce  that  I  have  given  the  committee  the 
ahova  view;  but,  considering  yonr  call  as  imper 
ative,  and  having  always  been  of  opinion  that  it 
was  doe  to  the  American  people  that  the  facts 
and  circnmstances  coaneeied  with  the  fall  of  the 
eapital  should  be  fully  developed,  1  transmit. it  to 
you,  after  having  necessarily  prepared  ii  in  great 
Iiaate.  Possibly  other  circumstances  relative  to 
cbe  subject  may  hereafter  occur  to  me;  should 
Cha^  be  the  case,  1  will  take  the  liberty  of  com* 
anoDieating  them.  I  presqme,  also,  that  I  shall 
iiave  the  privilege  hereafter  of  correcting  any  er* 
rors,  either  in  form  or  sabstanoe,  that  may  have 
crept  into  the  statement. 

JOHN  P.  VAN  NESS. 

Hoo.  &•  M.  JoHMtew,  4c. 


Cm  OP  WAaauicmo«,wlag.  80,  ISU. 

8ia:  Qive  me  leave  hereby  to  resign  the  com* 
mand  which  I  have  for  some  time  past  had  the 
honor  to  hold,  as  Major  General  of  the  militia  of 
the  District  of  Colombia.  My  eotomission  waoM 
have  been  enclosed,  had  I  bean  abie  to  lay  my 
bands  upon  it.  A  principal  regret  which  1  feel 
upon  this  occasion  is,  that  my  resignation  ocdim 
at  a  moment  when  I  woald  ha v^  been  happy  to 
have  been  permitted  to  participate  in  the  defeooe 
of  my  eooatry,  and  partwolarly  of  the  District. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  P«  VAN  N«SS* 

Hon.  John  AaaaTaoNo, 

SwrMary  of  Hbr. 

Wab  DajPAaTMJUfTi  Nv\  12, 1814. 

StB :  I  am  instructed  to  state,  that  your  resig- 
nation of  the  command  of  the  militia  of  this  Dis- 
trict, as  Major  Gkneral,  has  not  been  accepted, 
and  that  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  PreMdent 
that  yoQ  should  resume  it. 

That  you  were  act  called  iato  service  with  the 
treopa  ^  the  District,  did  not  proceed  from  a 
want  of  respect  for  your  merit,  which  is  acknowl- 
edged, but  (ram  the  impossibility  of  doing  it,  at 
the  time,  without  displeasing  the  commander  of 
the  district,  from  which  the  most  serious  injury 
was  apprehended,  the  enemy  having  landed  at 
Beaedict,  and  being  on  his  march  for  this  city* 
Great  confideaoe  is  entertained  in  your  patriotism. 
zeal  in  support  of  the  cause  of  your  country,  and 
fitness  for  the  trust,  regarding  yoar  comparative 
experience,  with  that  of  others  of  onr  feltow-citi- 
zens«  in  active  service.  I  add,  with  pleasure,  that 
yourcoadikct,  after  pretentiog  your  resignatioa, 
and  partiealarly  at  Bladeasburg,  after  joining  oar 
troops  as  a  volunteer  on  the  preceding  day,  hai 
•  ncreased  these  faveiable  impressioiis. 
1  have  the  hoaor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  P.  Van  Naaa, 

i^  of  WoMln^mu 

Wasbinqtom,  IfovmbtT  14, 1814. 

Sir  :  Oa  any  return  to  the  city,  after  a  few  days' 
absence,  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  com*- 
mnnication  of  the  twelfth  instant,  advising  me 
that  my  resignation  of  the  commaad  of  the  mili- 
tia of  this  District,  offered  some  time  since,  has 
not  been  accepted,  and  that  it  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  President  that  I  should  resume  it. 

Injured  as  I  felt  by  the  treatment  1  received,  ia 
relation  to  my  military  command,  I  adopted,  aa  a 
proper  ezpressioa  of  that  feelinff,  what  I  eoasid- 
ered  the  only  course  which,  whilst  it  was  just  to 
myself,  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  ser- 
vice—a course  which  i  am  gratified  that  my 
friends,  both  public  and  private,  have  universally 
approved.  At  the  same  time,  sir,  without  at 
present  hazarding  an  opinion,  or  going  into  any 
argument  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  reason  for 
disregarding  my  claim  to  the  command,  or  to 
i  service^  oa  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  the  Ma* 
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tropolis.  permit  me  to  stale,  that  I  am  perfectly 
ntisfied  that  the  Pretideot  was  actuated  toleljr  by 
a  regard  for  the  poblic  jfood. 

For  the  i^eaeral  polueDew  of  your  letter,  for 
acknowledging  tbe  correctness  of  mjr  coodoctsub- 
seqaent  to  my  resignation,  and  particularly  in  the 
unfortunate  affair  at  Bladen8burg,ahbouffh  I  hare 
due  sensibility,  and  fully  appreciate  the  honor 
done  me  by  the  intimation  of  the  President's 
wishes,  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  comply  with 
them  upon  this  occasion ;  which,  1  presume,  can- 
not be  regretted,  inasmuch  as  other  gentlemen, 
better  qualified  for  the  purpose,  must  be  within 
the  view  of  the  Gkrrernroent« 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  P.  VAN  NESS. 

Hon.  Jab.  Monbob, 

Secrtimy  of  IRir. 

Doctor  CaauV$  SUUement. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  will 
endeavor  to  make  as  concise  and  correct  a  state- 
ment of  the  circnmstances,  which  came  within 
my  view,  of  the  late  campaign  in  this  neighbor^ 
hood,  as  is  in  my  power. 

On  the  evening  of  the  21st,  (being  atuched  to 
the  suite  of  General  Winder  as  staff  surgeon,)  we 
were  met  bv  Colonel  Monroe  at  the  Woodyard, 
who  had  left  Nottingham  about  sunset,  where  he 
saw  the  advance  of  the  enemy  with  their  barges 
and  small  vessels.  Next  morning  Colonel  Mon- 
ro^ General  Winder,  and  suite,  procMded  down 
ana  met  them  within  three  or  fotir  miles  of  Not* 
tingham.  After  taking  such  positions  as  would 
afford  the  best  view  of  the  enemy,  and  remaining 
voder  cover  of  the  woods  until  they  advanced 
within  three  or  four  hundred  yards  of  us,  those 
gentlemen  retired  with  Colonel  Lavall's  troon, 
which  was  also  in  advance,  until  we  met  an  ad- 
vanced detachment  of  our  troops,  about  four  or 
five  hundred,  which  were  immediately  ordered  to 
retreat  to  the.  main  body  at  the  Woodyard.  Ma- 
jor Hite  had  been  ordered  to  remain  near  the 
forks  of  the  road,  to  observe  whether  the  enemy 
took  that  leading  to  Marlborooffh,  or  the  other 
we  were  on  to  the  Woodyard.  The  country  here, 
from  the  heights  and  fields,  was  admirably  calcu- 
lated to  afford  observations  of  the  enemy.  Their 
entire  want  of  cavalry  was  observable,  from  there 
lieing  none  with  their  advance,  to  which  we  had 
been  so  near.  Videttes  were  placed  in  our  rear. 
General  Winder  proceeded  towards  the  Wood- 
yard  ;  Colonel  Monroe  took  a  direction  across  the 
co.untrytowards  Marlborough;  1  accompanied 
him.  We  soon  (about  twelve  o'clock)  began  to 
hear  the  exnlosion  and  see  the  smoke  from  the 
flotilla.  We  were  overtaken  by  some  of  the  vi- 
dettes, who  suted  that  there  were  fifteen  or  twenty 
horsemen  on  our  left,  supposed  to  be  of  the  enemy, 
attempting  to  cut  us  off.  We  immediately  shaped 
our  course  towards  the  Woodyard ;  met  General 
Winder,  who  returned ;  pa8<«ed  «  number  of  our 
troops,  and,  arriving  at  the  Woodyard,  found  the 
main  body  moving  off  towards  tbe  Long  Old 
Fields,  where  the  army  encamped  in  the  eveniag. 


Next  morning,  23d,  the  PresMcnc  and  all  iht 
Heads  of  Departmenu  were  in  camp,  having  (j 
mdentood)  come  down  that  nighL  The  Prm- 
dent  reviewed  the  troops,  sappoeei  about  three 
thousand  five  hundred,  hariM  becBioiaed  at  the 
Woodyard  by  Commodore  Bmrmtf*  am,  aad 
other  corps,  at  this  place.  Abont  two  thoaand 
five  hundred  Baltimore  troops  were  at  BbAess- 
burg.  This  day  an  advaneed  dctaehaMat,  1  be- 
lieve under  tbe  command  of  Mbjot  Peier,  met 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  ia  the  seigUsfftootf  of 
Marlborough,  some  firing  took  pbo^  ni  9u 
troops  retreated.  Generml  Winds  vn  wm 
miles  over  to  the  lef^obeerrioi^oiithedireelraid 
from  Marlborough  to  BlBdeosbBrg.  Tsvirii 
evening  we  returned  to  the  Old  FicUa,«ad{oiii 
our  army  advantageously  posted  to  rfeavc  the 
enemy.  A  retreat  was  soon  after  ordend  to  ikk 
city,  leaving  some  floor  and  whiskey  deitroyd 
on  the  camping  ground.  This  Bighi  I  dept 
within  a  mile  of  the  field,  and  at  dByligktieait 
man  over  in  that  direction  to  Icora  whahcr  tke 
enemy  were  there.  He  reported  in  the  afgsiirc, 
and  I  went  directly  into  the  rond  and  came  oo  tA 
the  city,  before  eight  o'eloek,  believing  that  tk 
enemy  could  not  reach  BtadensiHiig  ootil  hte  ii 
the  day.  The  upper  bridge  was  on  fir^  tad  tbe 
other  prepared  to  be  blown  ap  mm  i  eiomed  it. 
The  first  news  1  heard  on  eoieri^  tke  eiij,  was 
that  the  enemy  were  within  tvoaod  a  half  mik^ 
coming  towards  the  bridge,  asd  there  appealed  to 
be  a  continual  succession  and  iadosirkMiseircala- 
tion  of  false  reporu  and  false  alanas.  Theeoeny 
were  pertinaciously  represented  to  be  at  least  use 
thousand,  and  many  were  disposed  to  beliere 
their  number  greater,  although  aeverai  priaooen 
taken  yesterday  could  only  enomcrate  foar  rep* 
ments,  and  name  but  one  Oeneral,  aad  one  Cd- 
onel,  acting  as  Brigadier.  I  ezamtaed  sefcni 
myself,  with  all  the  addre4  I  could,  and  wssM 
certainly  have  risked  my  life  upon  their  a/aHM 
entire  want  of  artillery  and  cavalry.  There 
appeared  to  be  an  impression  with  oar  tioofi, 
generally,  that  the  enemy  were  mueh  lance  fee- 
midable  than  appearances  could  jostify.  Ahoia 
11  o'clock  the  main  body  of  oor  troops  moved  4 
from  near  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge  toward 
Bladeasburg,  aad,  by  a  necessarily  exuaordiatij 
effort,  for  men  immediately  frcma  ship  baaid,  tk 
British  reached  the  opposite  aide  of  the  vilkfi 
nearlv  at  the  same  time  with  our  iioopi,  ahwr 
1  o'clock.  They  halted  in  front  aboat  tmmf 
minutes,  until  their  rear  got  up.  8oow  sim 
were  seen  observiag  us  from  the  heigift  fhe 
two  armies  were  about  three-fourths  eft  mite 
apart,  pretty  much  in  view  of  each  oiki.  Tht 
position  of  our  trocMM  will  be  better  dewibed  xa 
yon  by  others.  A  lew  minutes  before  the  aetiss 
commenced,  by  request  of  General  Winder  1  i^ 
livered  an  order  to  Major  Pinkney,  in  Uoais 
take  the  most  judicious  position  with  his  riii^ 
to  protect  the  artillery  at  the  battery,  witha  sro 
hundred  yards  of  the  Bladensburg  bridf&od 
three  or  four  hundred  in  advance  otourkii^ 
The  enemy  were  now  coming  down  i  snet  in 
the  village  in  thick  oolumn.    This 
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aboat  seven  pieces,  commenced  a  destructive  fire 
upon  chem^  which  immediately  threw  their  ad- 
▼ance  out  of  the  street,  among  the  houses,  but 
they  were  very  soon  crossing  the  bridge  in  great 
numbers,  notwithstanding  an  additional  cross  fire 
from  sererai  pieces  from  our  right.  They  ad- 
vanced with  great  steadiness  towards  the  battery. 
The  artiUery  retreated ;  the  rifles  received  them 
handsomely,  but  soon  retreated  also.  They  began 
by  firing  a  few  rockets  about  the  time  that  our 
fire  commenced,  which  passed  a  considerable  dis- 
tance over  our  first  line,  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  which  were  the  President,  and  several  other 
gantlemen  of  the  Cabinet.  It  was  suggested  to 
tfaem,  I  think  by  General  Winder^  to  taKe  a  more 
respectful  distance,  and  they  did  so.  General 
Winder  rode  along  the  line,  encouraging  the  men 
to  disregard  the  rockets.  The  enemy  having 
carried  the  battery  in  front  of  us,  be^n  to  flank 
irregularly,  but  a  considerable  number,  also,  ad* 
vancing  directly  upon  this  lioe,  (through  an  or- 
chard,) which  soon  commenced  a  fire  upon  them, 
from  an  elevated  position,  and  too  soon  after, 
before  they  came  within  point  blank  shot,  re- 
treated. Thev  were,  however,  a  number  of  them, 
easily  rallied  by  another  officer  and  myself;  but 
on  part  of  the  line  ffiviog  way,  which  had  stood 
fast,  further  on  the  left,  they  all  broke  off  affain. 
The  fire  now  became  very  hot  in  the  centre,  from 
oar  musketry  and  artillery;  the  musketr^r  too 
distant,  although  with  great  advantage  of  position, 
but  the  artillery  evidently  with  great  execution. 
The  musketry  continually  and  suecessiTely  (with- 
out being  rallied)  retreating  as  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced upon  them ;  and  as  soon  as  they  closed 
up  with  Commodore  Barney's  command,  a  gen- 
eral retreat  took  place,  befoVe  they  had  reached  a 
considerable  portion  of  our  infantry.  Being  in 
the  rear.  I  observed  that  the  enemy  seemed  to 
bait  Wlien  the  firing  ceased,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  on  this  side  of  Bladensburg;  there  was 
nothing  like  pursuit.  When  I  got  to  Capitol 
Hill,  there  were  no  troop  formed  there.  As  I 
passed  through  the  city,  it  was  reported  that  the 
enemy  were  comiog  in  from  towards  the  race 
^ound.  I  observed  that  it  was  false,  and  only 
intended  to  produce  panic.  The  few  citizens  I 
saw  at  their  houses,  appeared  as  if  resigned  to 
meet  an-  awful  fate.  The  main  body  of  our  army 
were  now  retreating  through  Georgetown,  where 
I  met  a  deputation,  the  Mayor  and  several  others, 

goiuff  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  They  can  best  tell, 
nt  I  do  not  think  it  prorable  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing,  or  knew  the  extent  of  our  retreat 
before  this  deputation  met  them)  for  I  had  seen 
them  halting ;  and  the  next  day,  when  I  came  in 
with  a  flag  to  attend  our  wounded,  I  learned  from 
some  of  their  oflicers  that  they  suspected  our 
troops  were  still  on  the  heights  above  George- 
town, though  they  were  at  Montgomery  Court- 
house,^ from  which  place  General  Winder  had 
ordered  me  back  to  Bladensburg,  with  permission 
of  the  British  commander,  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned. Imet  the  advance  of  the  British  array 
on  Capitol  Hill,  supposed  to  be  about  scTen  hun- 
dred, and  passed  their  main  body,  supposed  about 
13th  Con.  dd  Ssss.— 54 


two  thousand,  on  the  hill  this  side  the  turnpike. 
They  appeared  to  be  preparing  to  move;  had 
about  forty  miserable  looking  horses  haltered  up, 
ten  or  twelve  carts  and  wagons,  one  ox  cart,  one 
coachee,  and  several  gigs,  which  the  officers  were 
industriouslv  assisting  to  tackle  up,  and  whicl^ 
were  immediately  sent  on  to  Bladensburg,  to  move 
off  their  wounded.    A  drove  Of  sixty  or  seventy, 
cattle  preceded  this  cavalcade.   On  our  arrival  as 
Bladensburg,  the  surgeons  were  ordered  to  select 
all. the  wounded  who  could  walk,  T those  with 
broken  arms  and  the  like,)  and  send  them  off  im- 
mediately.   The  forty  horses  were  mounted  with 
such  as  could  ride,  the  carts  and  wagons  loaded^ 
and  ninety  odd  wounded  left  behind.    I  estimated 
their  wounded  at  three  or  four  hundred,  besides 
forty  or  fifty  left  in  this  city.    One  of  the  British 
surgeons  informed  me  they  had  buried  that  da^g 
about  one  hundred  on  the  field;  and  themen  whp 
were  sent  out  next  day  after  the  retreat  of  tha 
enemy,  to  bury  three  or  four  Americans,  reported 
that  they  also  buried  fiAy  or  sixty  red-coats,  o« 
British.     I  found  at  Bladensburg  Commodore 
Barney,  Captain  Miller,  of  marines,  and  sevens 
teen  other  Americans,  badly  wounded.  I  estimate 
our  whole  loss  at  ten  or  twelve  killed  on  the  fleld4 . 
and  thirty  odd  wounded ;  though  others,  who  had 
less  oppoctunitv  of  judging,  estimate  it  at  metre 
than  double.   About  midnignt  (being  up  all  night)  ' 
r  heard  the  sound  of  a  bugle,  and  was  inforined 
that  the  whole  British  army  were  passing  through 
the  lower  end  of  the  village.    In  the  morningi 
early,  I  saw  them  still  going  off  in  small  squadsi 
and  some  stragglers  were  moving  off  till  nooui 
about  which  time  we  learned  that  their  main  body 
were  Mlted  about  eight  miles  on  the  road  to 
Marlborough.    About  sunset  Captain  Bard  came 
down  from  Montgomery  Courthouse,  and  inform* 
ed  Commodore  &rney  and  myself  that  our  troops 
were  marching  on  to^altimore,  and  about  the 
same  time  we  were  informed  by  several  ^  persons 
that  the  British  were  within  a  few  miles  of  Marl- 
borough.   The  Commodore  expressed  a  wish  that 
General  Winder  could  be  immediately  informed 
of  the  certainty  and  manner  of  their  retreat;  and, 
not  being  able  to  find  an  v  one  else,  to  be  depended 
on,  to  go  for  one  hundreo  dollars,  naving  ^engaged 
Doctors  Martin  and  McCulloeh  to  attend  to  our 
wotinded  until  my  return,  with  the  advice  of 
Commodore  Barney,  I  set  out,  about  dark,  whh 
one  dragoon,  and  reached  our  camp,  beyond  Snell'a 
bridge,  twenty-eight  miles,  about  one  o'clock. 
The  troops  were  intended,  about  this  hour,  to 
march  on  to  Baltimore.    Gkmeral  Winder  was 
gone  on;  Generals  Smith,  Stansbury,  and  others, 
held  a  council  on  iny  information,  and  it  was  de« 
termined  to  semi  ofi^(I  think)  the  principal  part 
of  the  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  immedi- 
ately; the  troops  to  remain  until  daylight,  and 
the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  retoni 
to  the  District.    I  have  never  been  able  to  learn 
what  cavalry  were  actually  sent  off,  or  the  sue* 
cess  of  their  enterprises.    After  this  I  was,  and 
have  ever  since  been,  confined  to  the  attendance 
of  a  hospital,  and  can  relate  little  further  from 
my  own  observation. 
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I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
vour  obedient  servant, 

HANSON  CATLETT, 
Surgeon  Ut  Regiment  Infantry, 

RespeetiDg  the  condition  of  the  enemy's  troops, 
I  was  informed  by  seTeral  of  the  British  officers, 
that  just  preFiOQs  to  their  reachioff  Bladensbnrg, 
(with  excessiTe  fatigne  or  entire  exhaustion)  they 
were  dropping  off  in  considerable  nambers ;  that, 
in  the  action,  it  was  only  by  the  most  extraordi- 
nary exertions  that  the  main  body  conld  be  goaded 
AlthoQgh  I  obserFcd  some  of  their  flankers 
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at  times  advance  on  the  run  a  small  distance, 
these  were  said  to  be  only  the  most  active  of 
their  light  companies  of,  and  attached  to,  their 
85tb  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colo- 
ad  Thornton,  acting  as  Brigadier;  thejr  appeared 
Id  me  to  halt,  as  if  exhausted  with  fatigue,  at  or 
aear  the  place  where  the  firing  ceased  on  our  part, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  on  this  side  of  Bla dens- 
burg,  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  Their  advance, 
however,  reached  the  Capitol  about  dark  or  eight 
o'clock;  the  main  bod^r,  I  tm  informed,  never 
came  further  than  the  height  on  this  side  the  turn- 
pike. You  ask  further  for  information  as  to  their 
numbers.  Although  I  had  a  better  opportunity 
of  observation  after  the  battle  than  any  other  of 
our  officers,  I  cannot  pretend  to  state,  with  any 
degree  of  confidence,  on  this  subject :  but  my  esti- 
mate was,  on  Capitol  Square,  700;  Turnpike  Hill, 
8,000;  wounded  at  Bladensburg,  300 ;  attendants 
and  guard.  300 ;  wounded  and  attendants  in  the 
city,  60;  and,  from  information,  killed  at  Bla- 
densburg and  city,  180;  total,  3,540.  However 
incorrect  these  estimates  may  be  in  detail,  they 
are  corroborated,  in  the  aggregate,  by  the  best  in- 
formation  I  could  get  from  the  surgeons,  sergeants, 
and  men  left  in  hospital. 

Respectfully,  H.  CATLBTT. 

Mr.  John  Law*s  Statement. 
Washington,  November  10, 1814. 

Sir  ^  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  yon  the  following  statement 
of  the  movements  and  operations  of  the  troops  to 
whom  I  was  attached,  from  the  period  of  their 
march  against  the  enemy,  who  had  landed  at  Ben- 
edict, until  their  return  on  the  27th  of  August. 

On  Friday,  the  19th  of  August,  the  militia  of 
Ibis  county  were  mustered  near  Mr.  Ringgold's 
lope-walk,  and,  on  being  dismissed,  were  ortered 
to  equip  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march 
the  next  morning.  The  second  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Brent,  accordingly  assembled  near  the 
Capitol ;  and,  by  nine  o'clock,  A.  M^  were  pre- 
pared to  take  up  the  line  of  march.  About  one 
o'clock,  the  first  regiment,  under  Colonel  Magru- 
der,  arrived  at  the  Capitol  Hill.  Shortly  aAer. 
the  whole  force,  collected  from  this  county,  com^ 
menced  its  march ;  and,  after  proceeding  about 
fire  miles  from  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  en- 
camped that  night  on  the  road  to  Upper  Marl- 
borough. The  next  morning  the  troops  were 
again  mustered,  and  the  articles  of  war  read  to 
Ihem.    About  twelve  o'clock^  the  detachment  of 


marines,  under  the  commind  of  Ciptaio  MiUtt 
passed  our  encampment  wiib  8w  pieces  of  iriil' 
lery,  and  shordy  after,  oar  two  rejiattuofoiju 
tia  a^m  took  up  the  lineof  mireli,nd  after  id- 
vancin^  about  seven  aiiUs;enai&ptioDaiiei(l 
belonetng  to  the  Woodytfd  esuie.  f  e  ]^^ 
joined  the  regulars  of  36th  and  SStkitniatu,. 
The  main  body  of  the  eaemf  stayed  tkiu|ttit 
or  near  Nottingham,  haviDg  an  ajruct  Mt 
stationed  at  a  church  aboot  three  miiai^ij^ 
of  that  town.    About  one  o'clock  tlte  aoe  mk 
our  troops  were  beat  up  and  ordered  ustrHetiar 
tents ;  although  the  principal  vuid^int^ 
not  move  until  nine  or  ten  o'clock  kv&mr 
ing.    About  sunrise  the  regDlan,(ogakHi\i^i 
small  detachment  of  about  three  btoditi  km, 
consisting  of  Captain  Peter's  compuf  of  miUq, 
Captain  SiuU'i  rifle  corps, and  CapuiBDiTikii 
light  infantry,  were  sent  in  adrioce  oitiieni^ 
to  Nottingham.  About  nine orteoo'cioekiieaoe 
dav,  the  remainder  of  our  force  mirchedibotti 
mile,  to  an  elevated  positioiv  aeir  ilie  dweUins 
house  of  Mrs*  West, and  remiioed  thereikuit 
hours,  under  the  expectation  that  tkeenemj  vooU 
take  that  road  on  his  way  from  Nouuglun  i^ 
Washington.    It  was,  however,  aeeriaJDed  \k 
the  enemy  had  taken  the  road  loJimUuh 
rough,  and  that  the  deUchmeBi  a  nr  (/nopi, 
who  had  been  sent  that  vum^  a  tdruce, 
were  retreating.    All  the  uwpi  were  ibu  or- 
dered to  retreat;  and,  instead  of  beiotaueked 
towards  Upper  Marlborough,  «\ieR  the  uesf 
remained  that  night,  (wauiog.  ii » fR»Md, 
to  be  joined  by  thedetachmeoivliictiyba 
seat  against  Commodore  BiroeT's  iiotilli,)fs 
were  marched  to  the  BattalioaOldFieldi,ak« 
eight  miles  iiistant  from  Upper  Marlbotoa|ii,ii^ 
about  the  same  distance  from  Washinftoii.  % 
same  day  we  were  joined  br  ihecrtisof  C» 
modore  Barney's  flotilla.   OaTodjj.ik^S^ 
of  August,  the  troops  were  drain  B?iit^« 
four  lines,  and  reviewed  by  the  Preafciifli  «e 
United  States;    The  most  coDUadictiX}ie?orts 
prevailed  at  this  time  in  oor  eaap^Rm 
the  strength  and  movements  of  the  eiiea].  uv 
force  at  this  place,  from  the  be»HDf«iutwj 
could  collect,  consisted  of  about  foor  «&« 
horse,  the  flotilla  men  amouatiogWiboBti^ 
hundred  and  fifty,  one  hundred  aiwij""** 
about  four  hundred  regulars  of  ibe»ii«il^ 
regiments,  and  about  eigkleen  ^^^.^ 
from  Maryland  and  the  county  of  Wuki^ 
The  militia  of  Alexandria  county  KW.a" 
us.    About  twelve  o'clock  the  same  dif.*^ 
Uchment  of  three  hundred  m'l»l»«'*V"j 
been  sent  on  the  day  before, «"«  f  ^ 
to  advance  towards  the  enemy.  Tlinfl^ 
on  his  march,  about  six  mUes  id  adn«««  *. 
encampment,  but  with  so  gj^a^  >**H(i 
force,  that  it  was  impossible  for  ibcfflMBM- 
stand.    After  Captain  Siull'snflecflS^.^ 
fired  about  four  rounds,  thedeUchnieDiw  ^^ 
pelled  to  retreat,  to  prevent  be«i)«,sttf^^ . 
Abouififco»cock,P.M-^*^ 


the  enem]^. 


ing 


remained  some  lime  in^'«?«  ^[.^i',^ 


were  ordered  to  retreat  to  Washinj* 
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thoQffh  our  march  on  the  retreat  was  extremely 
rapi^  yet  orders  were  occasionaliy  ifiveo  to  the 
captains  of  compaDies  to  hurry  on  their  men. 
The  march,  therefore,  literally  became  a  run  of 
eight  niiles,and  the  propriety  of  this  rapid  move- 
ment^ which  unnecessarily  fatigued  and  dispirited 
the  men,  may  be  tested  by  the  fact,  that  the  main 
bodr  of  the  enemy  bivouacked  that  night  on  the 
Mel  wood  estate,  more  than  than  three  miles  dis* 
lant  from  the  ground  that  we  lef^. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  city,  we  encamped  about 
half  a  mile  Jrom  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge. 
About  midnight,  a  detachment  ol  CUptain  Burch's 
company,  to  which  I  was  attached,  was  called 
Qp  and  ordered  to  move  with  three  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery to  an  eminence  near  the  bridge,  which  was 
done.  During  the  night,  a  boat,  containing  eight 
barrels  of  powder,  was  stationed  underneath  the 
bridge,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Forrest,  of  the 
Navy,  with  orders  to  blow  it  up  on  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  About  sunrise,  the  remainder  of 
our  company  joined  u^.  We  were  shortly  after 
ordered  to  poll  down  the  rails  of  a  neighboring 
fence,  and  place  them  on  the  bridge,  in  order  that 
it  might  fafe  effectually  burnt,  in  case  Uie  explo- 
sion of  gunpowder  should  not  succeed  in  prevent- 
ing the  enem  V  from  passing  it..  For  the  samepur- 
pose,  the  toll-house  was  ordered  to  be  pulled  down, 
and  the  planks  placed  on  the  bridge.  About  ten 
o'-clock  the  same  day,  our  company  was  ordered 
to  give  up  its  position  to  Commodore  Barney, 
who  had  a  number  of  heavier  suns  with  him. 
and  who  immediately  after  took  possession  or 
the  eminence  we  had  occupied.  About  eleven 
o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  march,  and  on  arriv- 
ing at  the  boundary  line  of  the  city,  we  halted  a 
short  time,  until  we  were  joioed  by  the  remainder 
of  the  troops,  when  we  continued  our  march  to 
Bladensburg.  At  the  distance  of  about  a  mile 
and  a  quarter  from  that  town,  the  troops  were 
baited,  and  shortly  after.  Captain  Burch,  with 
three  of  his  pieces  of  artillery,  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance and  repott  himself  to  General  Winder. 
Captain  Burch  immediately  advanced  with  three 
of  his  pieces ;  and,  on  reaching  the  left  of  the 
line  of  Baltimore  militia,  he  halted  .the  men  in 
the  road,  in  order  that  he  might  look  for  General 
Winder  and  receive  his  orders.  At  this  time 
the  advance  of  the  British  was  just  entering  the 
outskirts  of  Bladensburg.  and  the  arms  of  a  Targe 
body  of  them  were  seen  glitteriog  in  the  sun, 
about  a  mile  from  the  town.  Finding  that  Cap- 
tain Burch  did  not  return  as  soon  i|s  might  have 
been  reasonably  expected,  and  hearing  that  Gen- 
eral Winder  was  a  short  distance  from  us,  I 
marched  our  detachment  of  artillery  towards  the 
spot  where  he  was,  and,  on  coming  up  to  him,  in- 
quired what  position  I  should  ti^ke  with  our  ar- 
tillery. He  addressed  me  as  Captain,  and  ordered 
me  to  place  our  pieces  in  battery  on  the  left  of 
the  Baltimore  line  of  infantry,  which  was  imme- 
diately done.  Shortly  after,  he  came  up  to  us, 
and,  again  addressing  me,  said,  ^  When  you  re- 
treat, take  notice  you  must  retreat  by  the  George- 
town road  ;'^  at  the  same  time  ne  pointed  to  a  road 
which  led  from  DiggesVmill  into  the  country, 


and  passed  near  the  position  we  had  taken.  Cap- 
tain Burch  soon  after  joined  us.  The  time  occu- 
pied in  taking  our  position  was  sufficient  to  have 
enabled  us,  and  also  the  troops  that  marched  from 
the  city,  to  lake  any  position  on  the  fields  this 
side  of  Bladensburg.  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  we  had  taken  our  position,  the  Baltimore  arn 
tillery,  which  was  posted  in  advance  near  tba 
mill,  (and  shortly  after,  the  Baltimore  riflemen) 
commeneed  firing  on  the  enemy.  The  artillery 
fired  about  ten  rounds,  as  far  as  I  could  jqdge,and 
then  retreated,  with  some  of  the  Baltimore  rifle- 
men, towards  our  left.  A  few  scattering  British 
soldiers  were  soon  after  visible  in  the  orchard  be* 
fbre  us^  attd  they  appeared  to  be  forming  behini 
a  barn,  which  was  aoout  three  hundred  and  flfty 
yards  from  our  guns.  We  immediately  common* 
<ied  our  fire  upon  them ;  and,  shortly  after,  Gene- 
ral Winder  came  behind  our  guns,  and  ordered 
us  to  direct  our  shot  at  the  barn.  We  had  scarcely 
fired  three  rounds,  when  the  line  of  the  Baltiinore 
militia  began  to  break ;  several  of  the  5th  Balti- 
more regi  men t  also  fled.  After  we  had  fired  about 
five  rounds  from  our  pieces,  General  Winder  or* 
dered  us  to  retreat,  in  consequence.  I  presume,  of 
the  fliffht  of  the  militia  en  our  right.  The  Brit- 
ish cojumn  had  just  then  began  to  advance  from 
the  barn.  Not  a  man  of  our  company  had  been 
touched  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  I  thought 
that  the  battle  was  only  then  seriouslv  oommen* 
ciog.  After  retreating  about  a  hundreo  yards,  we 
were  affain  ordered  to  unlimber  our  pieces ;  but 
this  order  was  immediately  after  countermanded, 
and  we  were  directed  to  continue  our  retreat.  Our 
pieces  were  never  after  ordered  into  action ;  nor 
were  we,  at  any  time,  told  where  to  rally.  The 
road,  by  which  we  had  been  direcfed  to  retreat, 
and  by  which  the  principal  part  of  the  Baltimore 
troops  also  retreated,  forked,  some  miles  from 
the  battle  ground,  in  three  directions;  one  branch 
led  by  Rock  Creek  Church  to  Tenleytown  and 
Mon^mery  Courthouse;  another  branch  led  to 
Georgetown ;  and  the  third  to  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. Each  individual,  on  the  retreat,  took  the 
toad  that  suited  his  inclination.  For  myself,  hav- 
ing been  separated,  together  with  several  of  Cap- 
tain Burch's  company,  from  our  guns,  wbich  were 
before  us,  and  presuming  that  the  principal  part 
of  the  force  had  gone  to  Washington,  I  took  the 
road  leading  to  this  place.  On  arriving  at  the 
Capitol,  I  understood  that  the  city  had  been  aban- 
doned by  our  troo[»,  without  further  struggle,  to 
the  enemy.  Our  forces  encamped  that  night  at 
Tenlytown,abotit  three  miles  back  of  Georgetown. 
The  next  day  they  marched  to  Montgomery  Court- 
house; and,  on  the  26th  of  August,  to  Snell's 
bridge,  on  the  road  to  Baltiinore,  where  I  joined 
them,  havihg  never  had  it  in  my  power  betore  to 
do  so.  On  Saturday,  the  27th.  the  troops  belong- 
ing to  this  District  returned  nere.  The  enemy 
left  the  city  on  the  night  of  the  25th. 

From  what  I  could  discern  of  the  line  of  the 
enemy's  march  on  his  entrance  into  Bladensburg, 
before  the  battle,  I  conjectured  that  his  force 
amounted  to  about  five  thousand  men.  I  after- 
wards collected,  from  conversations  with  British 
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prisoners,  and  from  compsriDg  together  the  sev- 
entl  accounts  they  etTe  me,  that  it  did  not  exceed 
ibur  thousand  four  nundred  men,  including  about 
•ne  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  sailors,  who 
were  armed  only  with  cutlasses.  The  enemy's 
artillery  consisted  of  one  howitzer,  and  two  small 
pieces,  drawn  by  men ;  and  his  whole  force  ac- 
tually engaged  in  the  battle  did  not  exceed  twelve 
hundred  men,  as  1  was  informed  by  two  British 
officers  and  some  prisoners.  Our  force,  on  the 
other  hand,  consisted  of  the  troops  that  were  with 
us  on  the  Battalion  Old  Fields,  amounting,  in  my 
i)[»inion,  to  about  three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
sixty  men,  together  with  about  two  thousand 
VtoopB  from  Baltimore,  and  about  fire  hundred 
militia  under  Colonel  Beall,  who  joined  us  on  the 
field  o(  battle.  Our  artillery  consisted  of  eighteen 
six  poundets,  under  Captains  Peter,  Burch,  and 
Magruder,  and  two  eighteen  pounders  and  three 
twiJret  under  Commodore  Barney.  The  enu- 
meration which  I  have  given  of  our  troops  may, 
in  some  instances,  be  incorrect,  as  it  is  merely  the 
result  of  general  observation  and  inquirv.  I  would 
beg  leave  further  to  state,  that  the  distance  be- 
tween Benedict  and  Washington,  by  the  way  of 
Blndensburg,  is  at  least  fifty  miles,  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  intervening  country  is  admirably 
calculated  for  every  species  of  military  oi>eratton. 
I  shall  TCfrain,  sir,  from  expressing  any  opinion  on 
the  manner  in  which  our  force  was  conducted  and 
emnloyed;  but,  in  justice  to  Qeneral  Winder,  I 
will  add,  that  he  evinced  no  deficiency  of  personal 
coutege  or  military  coolness  during  the  action. 
With  respect,  I  am,  4c. 

'  ,    JOHN  LAW. 

No.  11. 
Reports  from  the  Ordnance  Department. 

U.  S.  OboNANCB  DsPARTMBIfT, 

Waakingtan^  Not.  38, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  information  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  give  tb  the  committee  of 
investigation  uptfn  the  subject  of  the  late  invasion 
of  the  District  by  the  enemy,  I  have  to  state : 

That  I  have  perused  letters  recently  writteii  by 
Colonel  D.  Wadswor th  to  Daniel  Carroll.  Esq.,  of 
this  District,  respectiuff  the  buroine  of  tne  Poto- 
mac bridge,  and  the  destruction  of  the  military 
stores  deposited  on  the  Virginia  side  thereoi^; 
which  in  substance  contain  a  specific  denial  of 
either  circumstance  having  taken  place  by  his 
orders  or  advice.  He  explicitly  states,  that  the 
latter  was  occasioned  by  the  corporal  or  non- 
commissioned officer  commanding  the  guard, 
who,  on  the  draws  of  the  bridge  having  been 
broken  by  a  violent  tornado^  and  perceiving  a 
body  of  the  British  ready  to  pass  over,  concluded 
the  surest  and  best  measure  to  prevent  it,  was  to 
destroy,  by  fire,  that  end  and  part  where  be  was 
posted ;  and  that  the  other  end,  on  the  Wash- 
ington side,  was  fired  by  the  enemy. 

The  military  stores  which  had  been  placed  at 
the  end. of  the  bridge  were  destroyed  by  the  event 
of  firiog  that  end. 
.  I  beg  leave  to  tak«  this  ocoasion  to  repeat  what 


I  had  the  honor  to  state  to  you  verbalhr,  that, 
having  been  personally  conversant  with  Colonel 
Wadsworth  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  bac* 
tie  of  Bladensbnrg,  and  on  the  subsequent  iava* 
sion  of  the  city,  the  colonel  at  no  time  suggested 
to  me  (though  the  next  officer  in  command)  the 
necessity  or  expediency  of  firing  the  Potomac 
bridge;  and  I  have,  consequently,  no  belief  that 
such  was  bis  intention  or  order. 

Lieutenant  Baden,  who  was  directed  to  poiX 
the  guard  at  the  Virginia  end  of  the  luiAgef  Mad 
for  the  protection  of  the  military  stoK%  unequi- 
vocally and  explicitly  denies  having  given  any 
similar  order. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  here  a  more  paiticulax 
account  of  the  stores  furnished  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton :  rendered,  however,  by  the  late  deeisioa  oC 
a  court  martial,  less  necessary  than  before. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dsc, 

JOHN  MORTON, 
Captain  and  Deputy  Qmnndeoary, 

Hon.  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson. 


OEDNA.NCB  DePABTMSHT, 

Woihington,  Oct.  21, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  the  Commissary  GSeo- 
eral,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reeetpc 
of  your  letter  to  this  department,  of  the  15th  ear- 
rent,  requesting^  in  behalf  of  the  committee  of 
which  you  are  chairman,  ^  all  the  information  in 
its  power  on  the  subject  of  their  inquiry ;  moie 
specially  to  state  what  was  the  quantity  and 
situation  of  the  taunitions  of  war  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  previous  to,  and  at  the  timeol^ 
the  invasion  of  the  enemy  m  his  recent  enter- 
prises aninst  this  metropolis.^ 

The  hurry  with  which  many  of  those  muni- 
tions were  distributed,  previous  to,  and  ac  Che 
time  of,  the  invasion,  and  the  dispersion  and  ioss 
of  some  papers  which  gave  some  details  there<ir, 
necessarily  render  the  reports  from  the  several 
persons  having  charge  of  them  somewhat  impei- 
fect,  and  will  render  it  difficult  to  give  from  this 
department. more  than  (as  follows)  a  general 
statement.  This  statemen t.  however,  will  be  sal^ 
suntially  correct;  and  will,  perhaps,  tend  to  an- 
swer or  satisfy  the  committee  on  the  leading  ob- 
jects of  the  inquiry  tnade  of  this  office. 

PresumiufiT  that  the  expressioui  **  munitibns  of 
war,"  was  intended    to  include  the  ordnance 
within  the  District,  I  shall  commence  therevicli. 
by  sutiog,  that  there  were,  at  the  period  aJinded 
to,  the  following  mounted  cannon,  vix: 

Eight  34  pounders,  cannon,  mounted  on  garri- 
son carriages,  and  forming  the  battery,  Greeniears 
Point. 

One  50  pounder,  columbiad,  mounted  on  gar- 
rison carriage,  and  forming  the  batteryi  Greea- 
leafs  Point. 

One  18  pounder,  columbiad,  mounted  on  gar- 
rison carriage,  and  forming  the  battery,  Green- 
leafs  Point. 

Two  18  pounders,  cannon,  complete  for  the 
field,  on  travelling  carriages.   . 
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FiTe  12  pounders,  eipnoo,  complete  for  the 
field,  on  traTeiling  earriAgee. 

Si^  6  pounders,  cannon,  complete  for  the  field, 
on  traTeiling  carriages. 

Three  34  howitzers,  cannon,  complete  for  the 
field,  on  traTeiling  carriages. 

These  last  were  in  charge  atthe  United  States' 
Arsenal,  Qreenleafs  Point;  but  occasionally  dis- 
tributed preTious  to  the  actual  invasion  of  the 
city,  as  ordered;  for  instance,  two  eighteen  pound- 
ers, on  traTeiling  carriaffes|  were  placed  in  front 
of  the  Capitol,  for  its  defence ;  two  twelve  pound- 
ers in  front  of  the  President's  hoase,  and  two  near 
the  General  Post  Office,  for  the  same  purposes. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  were  twelve 
six  pounders,  field  artilleriivfarnished  b]r  the  order 
of  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  to,  and  in  the  ser- 
Tice  of,  the  District  corps  of  artillery ;  and  two 
twelve  pounders  loaned  to  the  marine  corps  of 
the  United  States. 

The  number  of  field  artillery  attached  to  the 
brigade  of  Alexandria  is  not  known  to  me;  but 
it  is  presumed  to  have  been  four  or  six  pieces. 

Of  ordnance  stores,  there  were  on  hand  at  the 
United  States*  laboratory,  exclusive,  of  course,  of 
what  had  before  been  distributed,  viz; 

140  bbls.  (14,000  lbs.)  gunpowder  of  difierent 
kinds. 

6  tons  of  lead. 

7,180  cannon  cartridges,  filled  and  empty  (the 
empty  are  soon  filled.) 

8,650  rounds  of  round  grape  and  canister  shot. 

150  ten  inch  shells,  with  other  stores  of  ordi- 
nary consumption,  or  expenditure,  too  numerous 
to  detail.  ,  , 

In  the  military  store  and  laboratory,  viz  : 
Stands  of  arms  complete       -       -       -      2,903 
Cartridge  boxes  and  belu       -       •       -      1>595 
Bayonet  scabbards  and  belts  -       -  .     -      2,584 

Flinu 13,700 

Musket  cartridges  of  different  Jtinds  (sin- 
gle ball  and  lall  and  buck  shot)         -  271,000 

The  foregoing  were  on  hand  immediately  pre-t 
ceding  the  invasion,  after  considenible  distribu- 
tions bad  been  occasionally  made  to  the  regular 
troops  and  the  militia,  employed  in  different  sit- 
uations or  parts  of  this  section  of  the  country ; 
and  equal,  it  is  believed  by  me,  to  ail  tbeir  requi^ 
aitions. 

Of  rifles  it  was  impossible,  though  every  exer- 
tion-was made  by  this  department,  to  proeuVe  a 
seasonable  supply. 

What  is  here  offered  to  the  honorable  commit- 
tee embraces,  perhaps,  all  which  is  expected  from 
this  department;  but,  if  any  additional  objects  of 
inquiry  should  occur,  the  undersigned  will  hold 
himself  in  readiness  to  furnish,  either  personally 
or  in  writing,  whatsoever  may  be  r^nired  and 
remain  further  within  his  means  of  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MORTON, 
Deputy  CommUiary  U.  S.  Ordnance.    ■ 

Hon.  Col.  R.  M.  Jobnbov. 


OnnNANOfi  DBpABTMBifT,  2Vbv.4, 1814. 
SiE :  In  compliance  with  your  Terbal  request, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that,  by  an  ord- 
nance return,  bearing  date  the  30th  June,  ultimo, 
received  at  this  office,  there  were  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, on  the  Potomac — 
Two  32  pounden  on  fixed  carriages  (cannon.) 
Eight  24  pounders  d<h  do. 

Two  50  pounders  (colqmbiads)  on  fixed  car- 
riages, cannon. 
Three  6  pounders  on  travelling  car  riages,cannon. 
Of  ordnance  stores  there  were — 
132  rounds,  32  pounders,  round  shoe 
432  rounds,  24  pounders,  round  shot. 

564  round  shot. 

99  flannel  cartridges,  32  pounders,  filled. 

86  flannel  cartridges,  24  pounders,  filled, 

88  flannel  cartridges,  32  pounders,  empty. 
405  flannel  cartridges,  24  pounders,  soon  filled. 

44  paper  cartridges,  32  pounders,  empty. 
177  paper  cartridges,  24  pounders,  empty. 

899  cartridges,  filled  and  empty. 

3,100  pounds  cannon  powder. 

246  pounds  musket  powder. 

100  musket  cartridges. 

291  pounds  lead. 

200  pounds  junk. 

137  musket  balls. 
31  stand  small  arms. 

From  the  30ih  June  to  August  27.  there  were 
furnished  at  Fort  Washingtom  the  foUowiag : 

Four  18  pounders  (columbiads)  Jul^  16. 

Forty-eight  stands  of  arms,  complete. 

One  huimred  and  seventeen  rounds  ammuni- 
tion  for  18  pounders,  columbiads. 

Two  hundred  and  five  round^i  ammunition  Cor 
18  pounders,  cannon. 

Forty-eignt  rounds  ammunition  for  18  pound- 
ers, grape  shot. 

Two  hundred  jrounds  ammunition  for  18  pound- 
ers, round  shot. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  rounds  ammunition  for 
6  pounders,  strapped  shot. 

Sixty  rounds  ammunition  for  6  pounders,  case 
shot. 

FoEty-eight  rounds  ammunition  for  18  poand- 
ers,  case  shot. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  tubes.  . 

Thirty*four  portfires. 

Thirty-three  pounds  slow  match. 

The  number  of  men  stationed  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington is  not  precisely  known  at  this  office^  but 
it  IS  supposed  by  me  not  to  have  exceeded  sixty. 

I  regret  that  circumstances  have  delayed  yoqr 
receipt  of  this  communication ;  hot,  as  your  for- 
mer written  request  confined  my  report  to  the 
District,  more  time  has  been  required  to  a^er- 
tain  the  facts  here  stated,  (particularly  the  sup- 

ties  since  the  30th  June,)  than  would  otherwtiB 
ive  occurred. 
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I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
YOur  obedient  serTant, 

JNO.  MORTON, 
CapiainyCndDep.  Com.  U,  S,  Ordnance, 

Hon.  Colonel  Johnson. 


Return  of  fixed  Ammuniium  and  Ordnance  Store$ 

delivered  to  Fort  Waekmgton,  in  the  month  of 

August,  1814,  previouB  to  the  2ith  of  that  month. 

Two  hundred  18  pound  round  shot. 

Forty-eight  18  pound  grape. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  flannel  cartridges, 
filled  for  18  pound  colombiads. 

Two  hundred  and  five  18  pound  cannon  car- 
tridges, flannel  bottoms,  filled. 

Oae  hundred  and  forty  6  pound  strapped  shot, 
fixed. 

Sixtf  6  pound  case  shot,  fixed. 

Forty-eight  18  pound  case  shot,  filled. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  tubes  filled. 

Thirty-four  portfires. 

Thirty-three  pounds  slow  match. 

Bight  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
musket  cartridges,  buck  and  ball. 
,  Twenty-two  thousand  and  fifty  musket  car- 
tridgeS)  smgle  ball. 

Nineteen  ammunition  boxes. 

Forty-three  kegs. 

Serenteen  barrels. 

N.  BADEN,  lAeui.  Com. 

Obbbnlbap's  Point,  Nov.  9, 1814. 

No.  12. 
Sentence  of  the  Court  Martial  in  relation  to  Cap- 
Uda  Dyion,  and  the  corromondence  between 
him  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Wab  Depabtmbnt,  Aug.  29, 1814. 
8iB :  I  send  Captain  Maniffault  with  orders  to 
receive  your  written  or  verbalreport  of  the  causes 
under  which  you  left  the  post  committed  to  your 
charge.  In  this  you  will  state  the  orders  under 
which  you  acted,  and  from  whom  received. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Capt  Dtbon,  Corpe  qf  ArtiUery. 

Camp  at  Mason's  Island, 
August  29, 1814. 
Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  commu- 
nication of  the  29th  instant.  The  orders  received 
from  Briffadier  Qeneral  Winder,  through  Major 
Hite,  verbally,  on  the  24th  instant,  were,  in  case 
I  was  oppressed  by,  or  heard  of,  an  enemy  in  my 
rear,  to  spike  our  guns,  and  make  my  escape 
over  the  river.  The  enemy  approached  by  water 
on  the  27(h,  and  we  had  learnt  on  that  day, 
through  several  channels,  that  the  enemy  had 
been  reinforced  at  Benedict  two  thousand  strong, 
and  that  they  were  on  their  march  to  co-operate 
with  the  fieet,  in  addition  to  the  force  which  left 
the  city.  Under  all  these  cireumsunees,  the  offi- 
cers under  iby  command  were  consulted,  and 
agreed  it  was  best  to  abandon  the  fort,  and  effect 


a  retreat.    The  force  under  my  connuiod  va 
thought  not  equal  to  a  defence  of  the  plsce. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

SAM.  T.  DY80N, 
Captain  Carpet  of  kriSlay. 
Hon.  J.  Abmstbonq, 

Secretary  of  War,  Waekimgien. 


General  Ordere. 

HbaoquabtSbs,  10th  MiLmtrDra, 
BaUimcre,  Nm.  17, 1811 

At  a  general  court  martial,  whereof  Bnp&r 
Gkneral  Smith,  of  the  militia  of-  theDW&ktoC 
Columbia,  was  president,  which  met  at  Wulk- 
in^ton  City,  and  continued  its  sittings,  by  dircn 
adjournments,  until  the  12ih  iosunt,  Captain 
Samuel  T.  Dyson,  of  the  United  Sutes' corpi  of 
artillery,  was  tried  on  the  following  charges  aad 
specifications : 

Charge  JYrf<.— Violating  the  fifty-second  am- 
cle  of  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  goveraoiau 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Specification  Firet, — In  that  the  said  Samoel 
T.  Uyson^  being  commanding  ofliccr  of  the  doi- 
ted States'  Fort  Washington,  did^on  or  ahoar  the 
27th  of  August,  1814,  when  an  enaar  was  ap- 
proaching said  fort,  misbehare  bimeelfhefeK  eke 
enemy,  run  away,  and  shamefully  abasdoQ  the 
fort,  post,  and  s uard,  which  he  thea  tad  there 
commanded,  and  which  it  was  his  boaaAea  daty 
to  defend,  and  speak  words  indacing  otheisUkia 
the  like. 

Specification  SecoruL-^la  that  the  said  Samod 
T.  Dyson  did,  on  or  about  the  27th  day  o(  As- 
gust,  aforesaid,  at  the  post  called  Fort  Wa^isf- 
ton,  aforesaid^  cast  away  and  destroy  his  am 
and  ammunition,  contrary  to  the  said  fifty-second 
article  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  wa^  dbnsaH 
and  to  his  duty  as  commanding  officer. 

Charge  Siscoitd.— Conduct  unbecoais^saoff- 
cer  and  a  gentleman. 

Specification  /Irst— In  that  tha  said  Ca|ftua 
Samuel  T.  Dyson,  being  commanding  oficet  <C 
the  United  States^  fort  and  garrison,  at  a  i^aee 
called  Fort  Washington,  did.  on  or  about  the  27tk 
day  of  August,  1814,  misbehaTe  himself  by  dis- 
mantling and  destroying  said  fort,  which  it  vas 
his  bounden  duty  to  preserve  and  defend. 

Specification  &cofid— In  that  the  said  Capiaa 
Samuel  T.  Dvson  did,  on  or  about  the  2Itk  dif 
of  August  aforesaid,  quit  his  pose  calW  Art 
Washiogton,  without  any  attempt  to  defisi  ihe 
same;  and,  without  any  necessity  theief^t^vA 
the  presence  of  an  enemy,  did  march  of  the  gat- 
rison  of  the  same,  In  violation  of  hu  itty«  and 
contrary  to  orders. 

Specification  T^tnf.— In  that  the  saidCapiaii 
Samuel  1^.  Dyson,  on  or  about  the  27th  day  s' 
August,  1814,  beins  commanding  officer  of  tk 
garrison  at  Fort  Washington,  and  aa  entmfi^ 
log  then  in  his  vicinity,  was  so  drunk  anf  i^ra- 
icated  while  on  duty^  that  he  abandoactf' <ad 
destroyed  the  fort  which  had  been  iatrtsei  to 
his  defence,  and  suffered  the  garrison  c^ite  i 
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to  disperse,  withont  being  pressed  to  the  measure 
for  the  safety  of  himself  and  the  earrison  afore- 
said. R.  H.  WINDER, 
Army  Judge  Advocate. 
The  court  having  heard  all  the  evidence  ad- 
duced, whether  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  or 
the  defencef  and  after  due  deliberation  thereon, 
pronounce  the  following  sentence : 

On  the  first  specification  of  the  first  charge, 
the  coart  find  that  Captain  Samuel  T.  Dyson, 
of  the  United  States'  corps  of  artillery,  being 
commanding  officer  of  the  United  States'  fort, 
Fort  Washington,  did,  on  or  about  the  27th  day 
of  August,  1814,  when  an  enemy  was  approach- 
ing said  fort,  misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy, 
and  shamefully  abandon  the  fort  and  post  which 
he  then  and  there  commanded,  and  which  it  was 
his  bounden  duty  to  defejid. 

The  court  find  the  said  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
of  the  second  specification  of  the  first  charge. 

The  court  find  the  toid  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
of  the  first  charge. 

In  like  full  and  deliberate  manner,  the  court 
took  into  consideration  the  second  charge,  and  the 
three  specifications  attached  to  the  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
of  the  first  specification  of  the  second  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
of  the  second  specification  of  the  second  charge. 

The  court  acquit  the  said  Captain  Samuel  T. 
Dyson,  of  the  third  specification  of  the  second 
charge. 

On  the  second  charge  the  court  find  the  said  Cap- 
tain  Samuel  T.Dyson  guilty, of  conduct  unbe- 
coming an  officer;  but  do  not  find  him  guilty  of 
conduct  unbecoming  a  gentleman. 

The  court  do  sentence  Captain  Samuel  T. 
Dyson  to  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Major  General  commanding  the  district 
approves  of  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the 
general  court  martial  in  the  foregoing  case,  and 
accordingly  pronounces  Samuel  T.  Dyson  dis- 
missed the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  eeiieral  court  martial,  whereof  Brigadier 
QeneraiSmith  is  President,  is  hereby  dissolved. 
By  command :  W.  SCOTT. 

FRANCIS  S.  BELTON, 
AuH  Adft  Gen.,  lOth  MiTy  ZHsL 

No.  13. 
BepaH  fnm  the  Corporation  of  Alexandria^  in- 
eluding  the  capitulation,  am  letter  from  Gen- 
eral John  Maeon. 

Alezanoru,  Sept.  28, 1814. 
Sia  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  tEe  26th  instant,  by  this  day's  mail,  and  hasten 
to  comply  with  your  request  therein  contained. 
The  eoclosed  printed  statement  is  an  official  act 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  and  con- 
tains a  full  and  true  account  of  the  occupation  of 
this  town  by  the  enemy, and  of  the  circumstances 
conDected  with  that  event,  and  a  copy  of  the  terms 
imposed  by  Captain  Gordon,  the  commander  of 
the  British  squadron  on  the  town  of  Alexandria. 


There  was  no  correspondence  between  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  the  ecemy.  other  than  that  men- 
tioned in  the  statement. 

As  you  request  a  statement  of  any  other  pro- 
ceedings of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  a  corpo- 
rate capacity,  touching  the  inquiry  embraced  in 
the  resolution  enclosed  in  your  letter,  I  think  it 
proper  to  state  that,  on  the  8th  of  M^y,  1813,  the 
Common  Council  appointed  a  deputation  to  wait 
on  the  President  or  the  United  States,  and  ap- 
prize him  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  town 
of  Alexandria ;  accordingly,  the  persons  appoint* 
ed  waited  on  the  President,  and  represented  to 
him  the  defenceless  state  of  the  town,  and  the 
fears  of  the  citizens  that  the  Navy  Yard,  public 
buildings,  and  cannon  foundry,  would  tempt  the 
enemy  to  make  an  attack  on  the  District.  He 
observed,  that  the  representation  of  any  respect- 
able body  of  men  was  entitled  to  attention ;  and 
that  the  subject  should  be  taken  under  consider- 
ation, or  words  to  that  effect. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  the  Com^ 
mon  Council  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  and 
co-operate  with  committees  appointed  by  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  Citv  of  Washington 
and  Qeorgetown  relative  to  the  defence  of  the 
District.  Those  several  committees  soon  after- 
wards met  in  the  City  of  Washington,  and  ap- 
pointed a  sub-committee  to  wait  on  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
to  solicit  them  to  take  measures  for  the  defence 
of  the  District,  and  application  on  that  subject 
was  accordingly  made  to  them  by  the  sub-com- 
mittees. The  Common  Council  of  Alexandria 
has  appointed  a  committee  to  attend  the  commit- 
tee or  Congress  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  his  recent 
enterprises  against  the  Metropolis  and  Alexan- 
dria, who  willgive  every  information  which  may 
be  required  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  in  re- 
lation to  the  enemy.  I  have  the  honor  to  he,  dbc. 
CHARLES  SIMMS. 

ABeport^theOmnUtteeqf  Council  on  the  late 
occupation  of  Alexandria,  In^  a  Briti^equad' 
ron,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Jamee  A* 
Gordon. 

In  Council,  Sqa.  7, 1811 

Present:  Thomas  Herbert,^  President;  John 
Gird,  Andrew  Fleming,  Henry  Nicholson,  J.  B. 
Paton,  John  Cohagen,  James  Milan,  John  Hun- 
ter, Reuben  Johnston,  R.  I.  Taylor,  William 
Veitcb,  Anthony  Rhodes. 

The  following  narrative  of  the  occupation  of 
this  town  by  the  enemy^  and  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  that  untortunate  transaction,  hav- 
ing been  submitted  to  Council,  and  duly  consid- 
ered and  examined,  the  Council  do  unanimously 
concur  therein  ;  and  it  is  thereupon  ordered,  that 
it  be  published  in  both  of  the  papers  printed  in 
this  town.  T.  HERBERT,  Prw'^ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Vigilance, 
this  7th  of  September,  1814, 

Present :  Charles  Simms,  Mayor  3  Joseph  Deao, 
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lituhew  Robinson,  Jonah  Thompson,  William 
Herbert,  Thomas  Yowell,  Edmund  I.  Lee. 

The  following  narratlye  of  the  occupation  of 
the  town  of  Alexandria  by  the  British  squadron, 
was  submitted  to  the  committee,  who,  upon  ex- 
amining the  same,  unanimouslr  concur  in  it. 
CHARLES  SIMMS. 
Chairman. 
Thobus  Vowbll,  Seer^ary. 

A  respect  for  the  opinions  of  others,  and  a  due 
fegard  for  the  character  of  the  citizens  of  Alex- 
.andria,  have  induced  the  municijni  authorities  of 
the  town  to  exhibit  to  the  public  a  faithful  nar- 
rative of  the  occupation  of  Alexandria  by  the 
British  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Gordon,  together  with  the  causes  which  led  to 
that  distressing  eyent 

To  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  situ- 
'ation  and  condition  of  Alexandria,  in  regard  to  its 
means  of  defence,  it  will  be  proper  to  state  that  it 
is  situate  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  upon  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  Potomac,  about  six  miles 
below  the  City  of  Washington,  the  depth  of  water 
admitting  large  frigates  io  come  to  the  very 
wharves  of  the  town. 

It  is  totally  destitute  of  fortifications  of  any  kind, 
and  its  protection  against  invasion  by  water  de- 
pended entirely  upon  a  fort  about  six  miles  below 
the  town,  commonly  known  bv  the  name  of  Fort 
Warburtoo.  which  was  exclusively  under  the 
control  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
.  About  the  month  of  J  uly  last,  it  was  announced 
that  General  Winder  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  tenth  military  district  of  the  United 
States,  comprehending  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  a  portion  of  the  adjoining  Sutes  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  including  the  city  of  Baltimore. 
.  In  consequence  of  reports  that  the  enemy  con- 
templated an  attack  upon  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, the  municipal  authority  of  Alexandria  thought 
it  advisable  to  appoint  a  committee  of  vigilance, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  information  of  the 
approaches  o(  the  enemy,  and  of  obtaining  assist- 
ance and  advice  as  to  the  measures  which  it  might 
be  proper  to  pursue  for  protection  and  defence. 
As  soOB  as  this  committee  was  appointed,  they 
^osed  representations  tobe  made  to  General  Win- 
der of  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  town,  and 
earnestly  entreated  that  some  measures  should  be 
ttken  for  iu  protection.  General  Winder  was 
called  on,  because  it  had  been  distinctly  under- 
stood that  the  Secretary  of  War  would  receive 
our  communications  through  this  channel  onlv* 
From  General  Winder  every  assurance  was  made 
that  could  have  been  wished,  that  everything  in 
'his  power  should  be  done  for  the  protection  of  the 
town.  His  means,  however,  were  very  inconsid- 
erable ;  he  had  no  money  to  expend  in  fortifica- 
tions, or  even  in  the  erection  of  batteries ;  and 
unless  some  defence  of  this  sort  could  be  obtained, 
the  town  would  be  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the 
enemy,  if  be  should  approach  by  water,  and  should 
succeed  in  passing  the  fort.  The  committee  of 
vigilance  was  duly  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  providing  some  adequate  defence  against  an 


attack  by  water;  &ndsomeofiUBeBbers.ua(i 
the  authority  of  the  committee,  kid  npetted  is. 
terviews  with  General  Winder » tkainbiett 
In  one  of  them,  the  PresideatoftheDuteii  State, 
was  present,  and  he  was  di8iiiieilym«i  (on- 
derstand  that,  unless  there  was  pmSici^Ki^ 
quate  defence  for  the  town,  it  woolil  Ik  ii  ti^^ 
mercy  of  the  enemf,  and  would  beeoapdleitf) 
make  the  best  terms  in  its  power.  TteeRproni. 
ations  and  requests  produced  Doothercfieti^ 
the  repetition  of  the  assurance  of  to  anend^ 
on  the  part  of  General  Winder  to  ifed  nn* 
assistance  in  his  power. 

On  the  19th  of  Augast,a  leryauKiis 
made  of  the  militia  of  the  towDiBieBQt!(i( 
Alexandria,  and  on  the  20th  udSkdKytcR 
ordered  to  cross  the  PotomM,  ud  suM  be- 
tween Piscataway  and  Fort  Wiri)ortoL  Thn 
took  with  them  ail  the  artillery  wbiek  had  \m 
mounted  at  the  expense  of  the  corpontioLeKqit 
two  twelve-pounders,  which  were  left  witbu 
ammunition,  and  nearly  all  the  ams  beloigu^ 
to  the  town.  They  left  no  men  bot  ikaaifk 
from  age  and  other  causes,  and  tfevtiioiiidisi 
reported  themselves,  or  had  fooBdnbtiiotei ;«! 
it  is  not  believed  that,  after  their  depamire,OR 
hundred  effective  armed  men  eosid  hre  keo 
mustered  in  town.  The  two  iron  tR(r^^fidm 
remained  until  the  2$th,  wheniloiiiinikiBg 
open  tothe  enemy,then  in  falipnKsiooQfWttl)- 
ington.they  were  removed  someftiaieefronthe 
town,  by  orders  received  from  QcBmlTnni. 

On  the  night  of  the  24tb,  the  Alm&inaW 
were  ordered  to  recross  the  Pot<wi«;tkejdi4». 
and  were  marched  throufh  thetowB|VitlwiiliiI:- 
ing,  into  the  country,  and  without  gifiiifiifom 
tion  to  the  authorities  or  itthibiUBUofik|te 
of  their  destination;  and  onihe  eradasoftk 
27th,  when  the  fleet  approached,  the DDiieifilu^ 
thorities  of  the  town  knew  not  when (kfffut 
It  has  since  appeared,  that  they  were  tasttj"- 
ed  about  nineteen  miles  from  towo.bfikt«w» 
of  General  Winder.  It  is  here  properttntt» 
General  Winder,  on  the  mominc  of  thcmo- 
formed  the  metnbers  of  the  commiiw  «  w* 
lance,  who  waited  on  him^  that  he  cook  w^ 
part  of  the  forces  with  him  toAIenidniW 
that  he  had  ordered  General  Yoangtocrwoie 
to  Alexandria,  if  practicable,  if  noi,iP&ii»« 
the  river.  The  committee  of  fi«uM«,M» 
ceiving  this  information,  Seatbotuoreiuv 
Maryland  shore,  suffideot  in  nomberto^ 
over  the  whole  of  General  Yoang*8fowi[* 
but  when  the  boats  reached  him,  he  hadi*^ 
orders  from  the  Secretory  of  Wtrto**^ 
position,  as  General  Young,  in  a  coms*^'"' 
to  the  Mayor,  stated.  ..    ,  ^ 

The  committee  of  vigilance,  ^«gjj,  /C 
taining  any  assistance  from  the  ^^^ 
ernment,  and  having  information  of «« «J 
approach  of  the  enemy  towards  ibewp^ 
land,  and  that  their  squadron  was  m^ 
Alexandria  by  water,  deemed  it  iheir  di^^ 
commend  to  the  Common  Coancui^. 
to  the  following  effect:  «  That,  in  ci«*^ 
ish  vessels  should  pass  the  fort,ori*'«^ 
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approach  the  town  by  land,  and  tbere.should  be 
no  sufficient  force,  on  our  part  to  oppose  them) 
with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  success,  they 
should  appoint  a  committee  to  carry  a  flag  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  enemy's  force,  about  to 
attack  the  town,  and  to  procure  the  best  terms 
for  the  safety  orpersons,  houses,  and  property,  in 
their  power.''  This  recommendation  was  made 
on  the  day  of  the  battle  at  Bladensburg,  and,  on 
the  same  day,  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Common  Council. 

The  battle  of  Bladensburg  baring  terminated 
in  the  defeat  of  our  troops,  and  General  Winder 
having  been  obliged  to  retreat  from  the  capital 
towards  Montgomery  Courthouse,  about  fifteen 
miles  to  the  west  of  it,  the  City  of  Washington 
was  left  in  the  entire  possession  of  the  enemy. 
The  citizens  of  Alexandria  saw  nothing  to  im- 
pede the  march  of  the  British  to  their  town — saw 
nothing  to  i^strain  them  from  committing  the 
most  brutal  outrages  upon  the  female  portion 
of  the  society,  having  neither  arms  nor  men  to 
make  defence  with.  The  President  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  and  i\ke  Heads  of  the  Departments 
were  absent,  and  it  was  not  known  where  they 
were  to  be  found;  no  military  commander  or 
officer  of  the  General  Government  was  present  to 
direct  or  advise. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  was  considered  by  the 
Common  Counpil  as  their  duty  to  send  a  flag  to 
the  British  commander  at  Washington,  to  know 
what  treatment  miaht  be  expected  from  him,  in 
case  his  troops  should  approach  Alexandria,  and 
should  succeed  in  obtaining  possession  of  the 
town.  Admiral  Cockburn,  to  whom  the  com- 
munication was  made,  assured  the  very  respecta- 
ble gentlemen  who  bore  that  flag,  that  private 
property,  of  all  descriptions,  should  be  respected ; 
that  it  was  probable  that  fresh  provisions  and 
some  flour  might  be  wanted,  but  that,  whatever 
they  did  take,  should  be  paid  for. 

While  these  things  were  going  on  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  the  British  squadron  had  been 
gradually  ascending  the  Potomac,  and  on  the 
27th  of  August,  three  days  after  the  battle  at 
Bladensburg,  it  reached  Fort  Warburton.  No 
change  had  taken  place  in  relation  to  the  means 
of  the  defence  of  the  town  of  Alexandria.  Upon 
the  fort  did  the  safety  of  Alexandria  now  entirely 
depend.  The  citizens  looked  with  great  anxiety 
to  this  point  for  protection ;  but,  to  their  great 
surprise  and  mortification,  and  without  the  con- 
currence or  the  wish  of  the  municipal  authority 
of  the  town,  or  of  any  member  of  it,  the  fort  was 
abandoned,  and  the  magazine  blown  up,  by  the 
United  States'  garrison^  on  the  eveniiu;  of  the 
27th,  without  firing  a  single  gun.  The  following 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  commander  at  the  fort,  shows  by  what 
authority  he  acted : 

Copy  of  a  latter  from  ths  Secretary  of  War  to  Cap- 
tain Dyson,  dated 

.  August  29, 1814. 
Sir  :  I  send  Captain  Manigault  with  orders  to 
receive  your  written  or  verbal  report  of  the  causes 


under  which  you  left  the  post  committed  to  your 
ebarse.  In  this  you  will  state  the  orders  under 
which  you  acted,  and  from  whom  received. 

1  am.  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Capt.  Dtson,  Corpe  of  Artillery. 

Camp  at  Mason^s  Island, 

Augutt  29, 1814. 

Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  commu- 
nication of  the  29th  instant.  The  orders  received 
from  Brigadier  General  Winder,  through  Major 
Hite,  verSally,  on  the  24th  instant,  were,  in  case 
I  was  pressed  by  or  heard  of  an  enemy  in  my  rear^ 
to  spike  our  guns,  and  make  my  escape  over  the 
river.  The  enemy  approached  by  water  on  the 
27th,  and  we  had  learned  that  day,  throu|^h  seve- 
ral channels,  that  the  enemy  bad  been  reinforced 
at  Benedict  two  thousand  strong,  and  that  they 
were  on  their  march  to  co-operate  with  the  fleet, 
in  addition  to  the  force  which  left  the  city.  Un- 
der all  these  circumstances  the  officers  under  my 
command  were  consulted,  and  agreed  it  was  best 
to  abandon  the  fort  and  effect  a  retreat.  The 
force  under  mv  command  was  thought  not  equal 
to  a  defence  ol  the  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considera- 
tion, your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  T.DYSON, 
Capt  corpe  ArtiUery. 

Hon.  JoBM  Abmstrong, 

Secretary  of  War. 

This  relinquishment  of  the  fort  decided  the  fate 
of  Alexandria.  Nothing  was  left  to  oppose  the 
progress  of  the  squadron,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  28th  il  passed  the  ruins  of  the  fort  on  its  way 
to  the  town ;  their  barges  bad  sounded  a  consid- 
erable distance  above.  About  ten  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  tbe28tb,  after  the  squadron  was  above 
the  fort,  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Council 
to  bear  the  flag  to  the  enemy,  in  ease  they  should 
pass  the  fort,  set  out  upon  tneir  mission,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ship  commanded  by  Captain  Gor- 
don. They  requested  to  know  what  his  inten- 
tions were  in  regard  to  the  town  of  Alexandria. 
They  were  informed  by  Captain  Gordon  that  he 
would  communicate  his  terms  when  he  came  op- 
posite the  town.  But  he.  assured  them  that,  m 
the  meantime,  if  the  squadron  was  not  molested 
by  the  inhabitants,  the  persons,  houses,  and  fur- 
niture of  the  citizens,  should  not  be  injured.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  who  attended  the  flag  was  the 
Bdayor.  Upon  his  return  from  the  squadron  he 
was  informed  that  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry, 
from  the  army  of  General  Hungerford,  had  been 
in  town,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoiter- 
ing  the  enemy ;  that  it  had  remained  but  a  short 
time.  Upon  inquiry,  it  was  understood  that  the 
army  of  General  Hungerford  was  at  that  time 
about  sixteen,  miles  from  Alexandria,  on  its  march 
to  that  place,  having  followed  the  British  squad- 
ron along  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  a  great  part 
of  its  way  up4  The  force  of  General  Hungerford 
was  composed  ofinfantry  and  cavalry,  wiih  two 
or  three  small  i^ieces  of  artillery,  not  calculated 
to  afford  any  protection  to  the  town. 
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Th^  municipal  authority  of  the  town  had  re- 
ceired  oo  advice  of  the  approach  of  thi«  army ; 
and  after  the  return  of  the  flag  it  was  too  Jate  to 
enter  into  any  arrangement  with  General  Hun- 
gerford  for  defence ,:  he  was  too  distant  to  afford 
relief* 

The  squadron  having  suspended  its  approach 
o  the  town,  did  not  reach  it  until  the  evening  of 
this  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  neit  day,  to 
wit,  the  29th  of  August,  it  arranged  itself  along 
the  town,  so  as  to  command  it  f^om  one  extrem- 
ity to  the  other.  The  force  consisted  of  two 
frigates,  to  wit,  the  Seahorse,  rating  thirty-eight 
guns,  and  Euryalus.  rating  thirty-six  guns;  two 
rocket  ships,  of  eighteen  guns  each ;  two  homb 
ships,  of  eiffhtguns  each:  and  a  schooner  of  two 
guns,  which  were  but  a  few  hundred  yards  from 
the  wharves,  and  the  houses  so  situated  thai  they 
might  have  been  laid  in  ashes  in  a  few  minutes. 
About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
Captain  Gordon  sent  to  the  Mayor  the  following 
ttrms: 

HiB  Majb8Tt'8  Ship  Sbahorbb, 

Off  Alexandria,  Aug.  29, 1814. 

Qbmtlbmbn  :  In  conseouence  of  a  deputation 
yesterday  received  from  the  city  of  Alexandria, 
requesting  favorable  terms  for  the  safety  of  the 
city,  the  undermentioned  are  the  only  conditions 
in  my  power  to  offer: 

The  town  of  Alexandria,  with  the  exception  of 
public  works,  shall  not  be  destroyed,  unless  hos- 
tilities are  commenced  on  the  part  or  the  Ameri- 
cans; nor  shall  the  inhabitants  be  molested  in 
any  manner  whatever,  or  their  dwelling  houses 
entered,  if  the  following  articles  are  complied 
with: 

Article  1.  All  naval  and  ordnance  stores,  pub- 
lic and  private,  must  be  immediately  delivered  up. 

Article  2.  Possession  will  be  immediately  taken 


of  all  the  shipping,  and  their  furniture  must  be 
mt  on  board  by  t' 
Article  3.   The  vessels  that  have  been'  sunk 


sent  on  board  by  the  owners,  without  delay. 


must  be  delivered  up  in  the  state  they  were  in  on 
the  19th  of  August,  the  day  of  the  squadron  pass- 
ing the  Kettle  Bottoms. 

Article  4.  Merchandise  of  every  description 
must  be  instantly  delivered  up;  and,  to  prevent 
any  irregularities  that  might  be  committed  in  iu 
embarcation,  the  merchants  have  it  in  their  option 
to  load  the  vessels  generally  employed  for  that 
purpose,  when  they  will  be  towed  off  by  us. 

Article  5.  All  merchandise  that  has  been  re- 
moved from  Alexandria,  since  the  19th  instant, 
is  to  be  included  in  the  above  articles. 
*  Article  6.  Refreshments  of  every  description 
to  be  supplied  the  ships,  and  paid  for  at  the  market 
price  by  bills  on  the  british  Gro  vera  men t. 

Article  7.  Officers  will  be  appointed  to  see  that 
the  articles  Nos.  2, 3,  4,  and  5,  are  strictly  com- 
plied with;  and  aqy  deviation  or  non-compliance, 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  will 
render  this  treaty  null  and  void,  I  have,  dw:. 
JAMBS  A.  GORDON, 
Capt.  of  ffU  M€^mty*9  Mp  Seahone,  ^c 

To  the  CouMQiL  of  the  town  of  Alexandria. 


Upon  the  Mayor's  receiving  them,  he  sent  for 
the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Vmlaoce. 
These  terms  were  borne  hy  one  of  the  omcers  of 
Captain  Cordon's  frigate,  who  stated  that  but 
one  hour  was  allowed  him  to  wait  for  a  reply^  to 
them.    Upon  their  being  read  by  the  Mayor  and 
the  committee,  it  was  observed  to  the  officer,  hf 
the  Mayor  and  ooe  of  the  committee,  that  it  wotdd 
be  impossible  that  the  Common  Council  could 
accede  to  several  of  them ;  that  the  mun/c/pai  au- 
thority of  the  town  had  no  power  to  reeail  the 
merchandise  that  had  been  sent  out  subsequeaf 
to  the  19th  of  August.    The  reply  «f  the  officer 
was,  in  that  case  it  would  not  be  expected. 

He  was  further  informed,  that  it  would  not  be 
in  the  power  of  the  Common  Council  to  compd 
the  citizens  to  assist  in  getting-  dp  the  sunken 
vessels.  The  officer  answered,  that  their  sailors 
would  then  do  it.  He  was  required  to  explain 
what  was  intended  by  the  term  merchandise,  as 
used  in  the  fourth  article.  He  answered,  that  h 
was  intended  to  embrace  that  species  of  mer- 
chandise only  that  was  intended  for  exportation, 
such  as  tobacco,  flour,  cotton,  bale  goods,  dte. 

The  Mayor,  and  one  of  the  committee,  request- 
ed to  know  whether  the  Commodore  intended  to 
require  a  delivery  of  any  more  of  the  merchandise 
than  he  could  take  away  with  them.    He  an- 
swered, it  would  not  be  required.    This  explana- 
tion was  afterwards  recognised  by  Captain  Gor- 
don.   With  these  verbal  explanations  the  pre- 
ceding terms  were  submitted  to  the  Common 
Council.    It  will  be  here  proper  to  remark,  that, 
when  these  terms  were  proposed  and  ^abmined 
to  the  Common  Council,  General  Hungerford  had 
not  arrived  with  his  army,  nor  did  it  reach  the 
suburbs  of  the  town  until  the  night  of  that  day. 
The  town  was  still  without  any  means  of  defence, 
and  it  was  evident  that  no  defence  could  avail, 
but  that  species  of  force  which  would  be  caicu- 
lated  to  drive  the  ships  from'  their  moorings.    No 
communication  had  heen  received  firom  the  offi- 
cers of  the  (General  Government,  and  the  town 
appeared  to  be  abandoned  to  its  fate.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  Common  Council  could  have 
no  hesitation  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  The 
citizens  of  the  town,  of  all  descriptions^  with  an 
immense  value  of  property,  were  eniire/y  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  whose  naval  commander, 
according  to  the  proclamation  of  the  President  ot 
the  United  States,  dated  on  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber, has  declared  his  ^  purpose  to  be  to  employ 
the  force  under  his  direction  in  destroying  and 
laying  waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon  the 
coast  as  may  be  found  assailaUe.''    A  similar 
declaration  had  been  made  by  Captain  Qordoa  to 
the  committee  who  bore  the  flag.    Against  the 
attack  of  such  an  enemy  was  the  town  of  Alex- 
andria, without  any  means  of  defence  whatever. 
The  ^ople  of  the  town  were  at  his  mercy,  and 
compelled  to  yield  to  such  terms  as  the  *^  victor'' 
might  think  fit  to  prescribe.    If  the  members  of 
the  municipal  authority,  and  citizens  of  the  town, 
had  given  loose  to  the  feelings  of  indigaatioa 
which  the  occasion  had  excited,  and  had  sacri- 
ficed the  town,  and  exposed  their  wives  and 
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daayhtere  to  the  wanton  insults  of  an  unrestrain- 
ed enemy,  tbey  would  have  betrayed  their  Irusts, 
and  have  deplored  the  conseqoenees. 

The  Common  Council,  therefore,  were  obliged 
to  yield  submission  to  the  terms  as  explained, 
and  did,  thereupon,  pass  and  publish  the  follow- 
ing resoltttioti : 

**  Reiolvedf  That  th«  Common  Council  of  Alex- 
andria, in  assenting  to  the  conditions  ofiered  by 
the  commander  of  the  British  squadron  now  off 
the  town,  has  acted  from  the  impulse  of  irresisti- 
ble necessity,  and  solely  from  a  regard  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  townj  that  it  considers  the  assent  by 
it  giren  as  only  formal,  inasmuch  as  the  enemy 
had  it  already  in  their  power  to  enforce  a  com- 
pliance with  their  demand  by  a  seizure  of  the 
properly  required  from  us;  and  believing  the 
safety  of  the  persons  of  the  inhabitants,  of  their 
dwdliags,  ana  of  such  property  as  is  not  compre- 
hended within  the  reqaisitioui  to  depend  entirely 
on  the  obserTaace  of  the  terms  of  it,  the  Common 
Council  recommends  to  the  infaaktaats  an  ac- 
quiesceiice«  at  the  yarae  time  that  it  does  express- 
ly disclaim  the  power,  of  doing  any  act  on  its  part 
to  enfoitee  compliance,  its  authority,  in  this  bat- 
ticuiar,»  being  limited  to  recommendation  only.'' 

In  the  execution  of  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
enemy  it  is  proper  lo  state,  that  the  verbal  expla- 
nations made  oy  the  officer  to  the  Mayor,  were 
generally  adhered  to.  No  merchandise  was  re- 
quited to  be  brouffbt  back  to  the  town  $  no  assists 
ance  was  required  of,  or  offered  by  the  citizens, 
in  getting  up  the  sunken  vessels.  The  depreda- 
tions of  the  enemy,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were 
confined  to  flour,  cotton,  aad  tobacco,  which  they 
carried  off  in  some  of  the  vessels  then  at  the  town. 
Only  one  vessel  was  burnt;  no  private  dwelling 
was  visited  or  entered  in  a  rude  or  hostile  manner, 
nor  were  citizens  personally  exposed  to  insulL 

The  loss  sustained  from  the  enemy,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  not  exceed  the^foUo  wing :  three  ships, 
three  brigs,  several  bay  and  river  crafk,  the  num- 
ber of  which  has  not  been,  ascertained  i  all  of 
which  were  carried  away,  and  one  ship  burnt. 
The  quantity  pf  flour  carded  away,  it  is  believed, 
will  not  exceed  sixteen  thousand  barrels;  about 
one  thousand  hogshead^  of  tobacco,.and  one  hund- 
red and  fifty  bales  of  cotton;  and  of  wine,  sugar, 
and  other  articles,  not  more  than  five  thousand 
dollars'  worth. 

I,  Israel  P.  Thompson.  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Alexandria,  do  certify,  that  the  above 
is  a  true  copy  from  the  original 

ISRAEL  P.  THOMPSON,  C.  C. 
October  6,  1814. 

Alsxamdbia,  Oct,  7, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  the  enclosed  resolutions 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  dated  the 
27th  September,  1814,  marked  A,  appointing  us 
a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  town, for  the  pur- 
pose therein  mentioned,  we  beg  leave  to  lay  be- 
fore the  committee  of  Congress  the  following 
statement  and  accompanying  documents: 

Missepresentations  of  the  conduct  of  thecitl 


zens  of  Alexandria,  when  the  British  squadron 
approached  this  place,  having  be^n  circulated 
through  the  Union,  the  Common  CoundL  have 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  lay  before  Congress  a 
true  history  of -the  steps  which  the  citizens  have, 
from  time  to  time,  taken,  in  order  to  guard  against 
that  misfortune  which  has  come  upon  them— a 
misfortune  they  deplore  as  much  on  the  national, 
as  on  their  own  individaal  account.  The  citi- 
zens of  Alexandria  rejoice  that  an  opportunity 
has  been  afforded  them  to  lay  before  Congress  a 
faithful  narrative  of  the  proceedings  which  self" 
preservation  compelled  them  to  adopt.  It  will 
show  that  they  did  all  in  their  power  to  avert  the 
blow. 

in  the  jnonth  of  October,  1812,  a  volunteer  com- 
mmy  was  raised  in  Alexandria,  and  stationed  at 
Fort  Washington,  in  the  manner  stated  in  the 
letter  of  Captain  McQuire,  marked  B.  In  the 
mokith  of  March,  1813,  the  artillery  company  of 
Alexandria,  then  commanded  by  Captain  Mars- 
teller,  was  stationed  at  Fort  Washington.  See 
Captain  Griffith's  certificate,  marked  C.  On  -the 
2l8t  March,  1813,  the  Common  Council  appoint- 
ed the  Mayor  of  the  town,  and  the  President  of 
the  Council,  to  wait  upon  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  company  with  the  Colonel  of  the  second  le- 
gion, to  request  a  supply  of  arms  andam  munition 
iot  the  use  of  the  militia  in  the  defence  of  the 
town.  See  document  D.  On  the  8th  of  May, 
1813,  the  Common  Council  appointed  four  re- 
spectable citizens  to  wait  upon  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  apprize  him  of  the  de- 
fenceless state  of  the  town ;  which  order  is  mark- 
ed B,  That  committee,  in  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Corporation,  did  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent; the  result  of  the  interview  they  had  with 
him  will  be  found  in  the  paper  marked  F.  On 
the  8th  of  May,  1813,  the  Council  appropriated 
$1,500^  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Corporation,  for 
mounting  the  cannon  belonging  to  the  town.  See 
document  marked  D.  On  the  11th  May,  1813^ 
the  Common  Council  appointed  «  committee  of 
vigilance,  to  confer  and  co-operate  with  the  com- 
mittees of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  in  ro- 
qniringassistance  from  Government,  for  tne  gen- 
eral defence  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  See  doc- 
ument B.  A  deputation  from  the  committees  of  ^ 
the  three  towns  waited  upon  G^eral  Armstrong; 
the  result  of  their  conference  was  such  as  is  stated 
in  the  certificate  of  Colonel  Georffe  Deneale,  one 
of  the  persons  who  waited  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War.    See  his  certificate,  marked  G. 

The  Secretary  of  War  did  send  an  engineer, 
as  he  promised,  who  made  a  report  to  him,  a  copy 
of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  and  is  marked  tL 
The  Common  Council,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1814^ 
passed  two  resolutions,  and  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  vigilance,  for  the  purposes  in  said  resolu- 
tions expressed.  See  B.  In  pursuance  of  these 
last  resolutions,  the  committee  of  vigilance  pro- 
ceeded to  take  such  measures  as  they  could,  to- 
wards complying  with  the  object  of  their  appoint- 
ment; they  passed  the  resolutions  which  are 
marked  L  In  pursuance  of  the  first  resolution  of 
the^ommtttee  of  vigilance  General  Winder  was 
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wttited  QpoD,  and  a  few  daya  after  he  vbited 
Alezandna,  had  an  interview  with  some  of  the 
committee  of  vigilance  and  Colonel  Deneale,  as 
will  appear  by  the  certificate  of  Colonel  t)eneaie, 
marked  SL 

The  banks  of  Alexandria  and  Potomac,  on  the 
j6th  and  13th  of  Angust,  loaned  to  the  General 
Qovernment,  the  one  tan  thousand,  and  the  other 
twentv-five  thousand  dollars,  upon  the  cenditions 
that  tne  same  should  be  applied  to  the  erection  of 
fortifications  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  south 
of  Alexandria.  See  the  letters  of  tbe  previdents 
of  those  banks,  marked  L  and  M.  The  Corpora- 
tion, on  the  fifteenth  of  September,  1814,  appro- 
priated out  of  the  funds  of  the  town  twelve  hund- 
red dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses 
of  laborers  and  carts  to  be  employed  in  the  erec- 
tion of  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  District. 
See  document  D. 

The  committee  having  laid  before  you  the  doc- 
uments which  exhibit  the  efforts  of  the  citizens 
of  Alexandria  to  have  the  town  defended  from 
.  invasion,  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  committee 
a  report  of  the  Common  Council  and  committee 
of  vigilance,  dated  on  the  7th  of  September  last, 
of  the  conduct  of  the  citizens  when  the  British 
squadron  i^proached  Alexandria.  See  document 
marked  N.  When  the  first  attempt  was  made, 
on  the  25th  of  August,  to  blow  up  the  south  end 
of  the  Potomac  bridge,  six  hundred  stand  of  arms 
were  blown  up,  about  two  hundred  of  which,  re- 
mained uninjured  and  fit  for  use ;  these  were  col- 
lected together  by  Mr.  Joseph  Dean,  one  of  the 
committee  of  rigilance,  and  sent  to  the  Little 
Falls  of  Potomac  for  safety.  When  General  Hun- 
gerford's  army  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Alexandria,  these  arms_  were  ordered  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  General  Hungerford.  See  Mr.  Dean's 
oertificate,  O.  On  the  90th  of  August  the  Mayor 
apprized  General  Hungerford  where  two  twelve- 
pounders,  which  had  been  by  the  order  of  Gene- 
ral Young  removed  from  town^ottld  be  found. 
See  the  Mayor's  letter,  marked  P,  and  the  reply 
of  General  Hungerford,  signed  by  James  Mercer, 
his  aid,  marked  ^ 

The  day  on  whieh  tbe  enemf  left  Alexandria, 
a  letter,  purporting  to  be  from  Admiral  Codring- 
ton,  dated  28th  August,  1814,  addressed  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  British  squadron  in 
the  Potomac,  with  the  cover  which  now  encloses 
it,  was  handed  from  the  post  office  in  this  place 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Dean,  one  of  the  committee  of  vigi- 
lance; how  it  got  into  the  post  office  we  know 
not  I  we  can  refer  the  committee  to  Mr.  Thomas 
P.  Gilpen,  the  deputy  postmaster  here,  and  to  Mr. 
Basil  Spalding,  oi  Maryland,  who,  we  hare  reason 
to  believe,  can  give  some  account  of  the  route 
the  letter  came  to  Alexandria ;  this  document  is 
marked  R.  If  the  committee  should  require  any 
further  information,  or  explanation,  we  shall  he 
ready,  at  all  times,  to  give  it  as  far  as  we  can. 
We  are,  with  great  respect,  dbc. 

WM.  NEWTON, 
RDM.  I.  LEE, 
JOSEPH  DEAN, 
a  DENEALB. 


ALaxAiiDRii,M».20,i8ii 

Sta:  From  the  appcaniiee(iftiiefl,efflrt 
sauadron  in  sight  of  Alexwdra,(m|,eeTeZ 
of  the  |7th  August  last,  until  i^dejj^re^?^^^ 
3d  of  September,  I  remained  io  im,inili  fc, 
exception  of  an  absence  of  afevbons «  ihe 
day  last  mentioned. 

Among  the  many  base  cakmnitt  mmii 
respecting  our  unfortunate  umM^t^ 
profligate  than  the  enemy  vbo  pJoMfere^  e 
there  is  none  more  cmel  and  anfooaMthKAe 
charge  of  the  inhabiunts  having  nroi^t^ 
property  of  strangers  to  proeanakifortlMii 
own. 

The  printed  narrative  of  theGoDmCdnnl 
contains  all  the  material  fteti  conettei  ti4 
the  capture  of  the  towB.anditisDotiBiDypoi« 
to  add  anything  of  importuee.  Theduiit 
above  mentioned,  whieh  you  hm  pmieoiiiJT 
noticed  in  your  letter  of  the  M  iutiiiileu 
assure  you.  is  totally  dettitote  of  tniih.  Tb; 
people  of  Alexandria  did  not  iffoni  ibeem! 
any  assistance  in  removing  or  shippiiijiiiepla 
dered  property  j  nor  did  toy  iostinet  to  v 
knowledge,  occur  of  any  iadiridail  hrii^  if 
tempted  to  save  his  own  propertf  bftBtiia^ik 
attention  of  the  enemy  towards  ikvlmki. 
In  respect  to  persons,  the  ^mknua&am' 
inate.  The  enemy  not  harijf  (ieutfof  boms 
or  carriages  for  the  remoyal«ftkepni{iertf,kB 
a  regard  to  their  own  coonueMc^uilDcttlte 
suggestions  of  others,  confiscdtlMuiefRdittns 
to  the  warehouses  on  the  water, iov^k^W^ 
quantities  of  produce  were  coBiiii6d,l)(lasiif 
to  the  inhabitants  as  well  aitottttscn:il 
sufferers  alike. 

After  the  Common  Coancil  iaa  H  m 
resolution  of  the  29th  of  Aogost,dKluii^t^. 
want  of  authority  to  require  the  okieinwfi 
the  terms  to  whieh  thejr  had  }mtMm'^_ 
accede,  and  recommeodiog  iubmisi«!tt<J** 
no  other  act  at  all  connected  withile«««w 
surrender  of  property. 


I  remain,  with  respect,  dbe., 


R.I.nYLOit 
The  Hon.  R.  M.  Johnsok. 

To  iU  honorable  tJU  SmaU  miEimiif^ 

aHvaofthe  United  StaUt of  Amma^^ 

aesenMed^thememerialeftkenlf^^ 

of  the  toum  of  Alexandria,  mpedp^^ 

That  the  late  capture  by  the  Briiisk^ 

of  their  town  has  afforded  •PWf'S 

defamers  to  brand  the  citiaena  of  A^flj^' 

every  epithet  of  ignominy  *"«  "2!l«f. 

content  with  proclaiming  *J»"^"^^v 

the  papers  of  the  day,  some  hare  ^rrL 

cipled  as  to  whisper  in  «k«  •"•".*fL^ 

honorable  members  of  your  Dody.tjei^ 

eral  accusations;  one  of  which  ^rZ- 

erty  of  the  eUizens,  taken  f">m  ttoa^ 

lence  of  theinvading  enemy,  had  of  "^t 

parted  with  by  the  ^habitants,  aodtfe^  ^ 

received  for  it 5  a  charge  ^omjv^^ 

faet,aiid  ifithout  the  smaUest  f^"" 
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for  its  lapport;  as  yoar  ihemorialists  can  ventare 
to  assert  that  not  a  solitary  instance  of  the  kind 
can  be  produced.    When,  therefore,  your  memo- 
riallMs  find  the  reputation  of  the  town  assailed  in 
public  and  privAte,  by  those  dark  and  restless 
spirits,  whose  delight  it  is  to  devour  reputation, 
every  virtuous  and  honorable-  mind  must  feel  it 
a  solemn  duty  to  solicit,  as  a  right,  from  their 
Constitutional  governors,  a  strict  and  just  inves- 
tigation into  the  whole  of  their  conduct.    The 
citizens  of  Alexandria,  in   the  aggregate,  can 
fear  the  result  of  no  inquiry  which  may  be  made 
into  their  conduct  on  the  occasion  alluded  to. 
They  know  their  motives  have  been  pure,  and 
that  the  course  they  took  can  be  justified  by  those 
immutable  principles  of  self-preservation,  for  th^ 
exercise  of  which  no  just  Qoveroment  will  con- 
demn them,  and  the  surrender  of  which  cannot, 
of  right,  be  demanded.  Your  memorialists  cannot 
forbear,  on  this  occasion,  to  express  their  indig- 
nant surprise  to  find  their  town  traduced  for  a 
conduct  which  every  citizen  in  the  nation  would 
have  pursued  had  they  been  abandoned,  as  Alex- 
andria was,  to  the  mercy  of  a  victorious  and  pow- 
erful enemy.    In  this  situation,  what  alternative 
had  we  but  to  tell  the  enemy  we  could  not  resist, 
because  we  had  not  the  means  I    This  is  all  we 
did..  We  yielded  to  superior  power.   Our  weak- 
ness has  been  our  crime.    Our  reHance  upon  the 
protection  of  our  Government  has  been  our  mis- 
fortune.   For  this  misfortune  have  the  citizens 
of  Alexandria  been  publicly  charged  as  traitors  to 
their  country.   To  submit  to  calumny  of  (his  na- 
ture without  a  murmur  is  more  than  could  be 
calculated  upon«  To  ask  an  iovestigation  is  what 
ought  to  be  expected  from  the  virtuous  and  inno- 
cent.   This  request  is  the  more  reasonable  when 
it  is  recollected  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  deemed  it  proper,  in  his  public  proela* 
mat  ion,  to  state  that  Alexandria  had,  in  yielding 
lo  the  terms  imposed  upon  them^  ^' inconsiderate* 
ly"  surrendered  to  the  enemy.    Your  memorial- 
ists deem  it  a  doty  which  they  owe  to  the  reputa- 
lion  of  the  town,  concisely  to  state  what  have 
!>een  the  efforts,  at  different  times,  of  the  citizens. 
to  obtain  an  adequate  defence  of  the  town  ana 
Oistrict. 

In  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  1813,  a  few 
nonths  after  the  declaration  of  war,  a  company 
if  about  seventy  volunteers  was  raised  in  Alex- 
in dria,  and  equips  at  the  expense  of  some  of 
lie  citizens.  This  company  was  under  the  or- 
lers  of  the  General  Government,  who  had  tbem 
tationed  at  Fort  Washington,  where  they  con- 
iooed  for  some  months,  and  from  thence  removed 
o  Annapolis,  at  which  place  they  were  dis- 
la  tided. 

In  the  month  of  March,  in  the  year  1813,  the 
rtillery  company,  forming  a  part  of  the  militia 
f  the  town,  consisting  of  about  seventy  men, 
no  k  and  file^ was  stationed  foraboOt  three  months 
t  Fott  Washington.  The  municipal  authority  of 
le  town,  conscious  of  its  unprotected  state,  and 
stftly  coi^sidering  it  the  duty  of  the  General  Gov- 
rnraent  to  defend  every  portion  of  that  territory 
rb  ich  was  placed  under  its  exclusive  authority,  | 


on  the  21st  of  March,  1813,  appointed  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  town,  the  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  together  with  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  second  legion  of  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict, to  wait  upon  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
request  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunitiota  for  the 
use  of  the  militia  in  the  defence  of  the  town« 
Your  memorialists  have  reason  to  believe  that 
arms  w^re  furnished  a  short  time  after  this^e- . 
quest. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1813,  the  Common  Coun« 
cil  sent  four  respectable  citizens  to  the  President 
of  the  Untted-States,  to  apprize  him  of  the  theit 
defenceless  state  of  the  town.  These  gentlemen 
did  wait  upon  and  communicate  CD  him  what 
was  the  condition  of  Alexandria  as  to  the  means 
of  defence ;  that  the  citizens  felt  great  anxiety  on 
account  ofthe  dan  jfers  with  #hich  they  were  threat- 
ened (torn  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy  in  our  wa- 
ters, and  the  defenceless  state  of  the  District,  and 
requested  him  to  have  some  measures  of  detence 
and  protection  adopted  as  speedily  as  possible. 
To  this  request  the  President  stated,  that  every 
portion  of  the  community  was  entitled  to  the  pro-* 
tection  of  the  Government,  and  thatrepresentationsf 
of  any  respectable  body  of  men  had  a  claim  upon 
its  attention,  and  gave  the  gentlemen  who  waited 
upon  him  to  understand  that  their  representation 
would  be  properly  aHended  to ;  he  also  stated  it 
was  impossible  to  extend  protection  to  ever^r  as- 
sailable point  of  the  country.  The  committee 
urged  upon  him  the  various  eircumstanees  which 
would  invite  the  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
City  of  Washington  in  particular,  which  would  of 
course  involve  the  whole  District  in  its  dangers. 
The  committee,  at  the  same  time,  assured  him  of 
the  perfect  readinete  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria 
to  co-operate,  by  their  personal  services,  or  in 
any  other  way,  with  the  Government,  m  any 
measure  of  defence  which  it  might  adopt  for  the 
security  of  the  District. 

The  Common  Council,  solicitous  to  provide 
for  Che  defence  of  the  town  and  District,  as  far  as 
their  limited  powers  and  means  would  permit, 
did,  in  the  month  of  May,  1813,  appropriate,  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  corporation,  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  to  pay  for  mounting  some  cannon  which 
were  in  the  town,  and  had  been  in  the  use  of  the 
militia  while  under  the  State  government.  In 
the  month  of  May,  1813.  a  deputation  from  Alex- 
andria, Washington,  and  Georgetown,  had  an  in* 
terview  with  the  Secretrry  of  War,  relative  to  the 
defenceless  situation  of  the  District.  This  com- 
mittee did  urge  that,  a  more  efficient  defence 
might  be  afforded  for  the  District  than  then  ex- 
isted. It  was  particularly  urged  upon  the  Sec- 
retary that  the  fortifications  at  Fort  Washington, 
commonly  koown  by  the  name  of  Fort  Warbur- 
ton,  should  be  increased.  In  consequence  of  this 
representaHon,  the  QoTernment  sent  an  engineer 
to  examine  the  fort,  who,  on  the  28th  of  May, 
1813,  reported  to  the  War  Department,  as  the 
result  of  his  ekamination,  that  *Un  additional 
number  of  heavy  ^uns  at  Fort  -  Warburton,  and 
an  additional  fbrt  in  the  neighborhood,  are  both 
to  be  eonsidered  unnecessary.'^   Notwithstanding 
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the  repeated  solicitatlotis  of  (he  ettizeos  of  Alex- 
andria, io  the  year  1813,  nothing  was  done  to* 
wards  its  defence,  except  sending  an  engineer  to 
examine  the  fort.  In  silence  did  Alexandria 
Bubinit  to  this  neglect  of  their  safety,  until  the 
month  of  July,  1814,  when  the  Common  Coancil 
acain  endeavored  to  procure  an  adequate  defence. 
Gentlemen,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
Corporation,  in  the  month  of  July,  waited  on  the 
military  commander  of  the  tenth  district,  with  the 
▼lew  of  ascertaining  what  measures  of  defence  had 
been  taken,  or  were  intended  io  beadopted,  for  the 
defence  of  the  town  of  Alexandria  and  District. 
The  General,  who  seemed  to  be  anxious  to  do  his 
duty«  as  far  as  the  means  within  his  control  would 
enable  him,  stated  to  those  gentlemen  the  number 
of  militia  he  expected  would  join  him,  and  which 
eeemed  to  be  aO  the  defence  be  calculated  upon. 
This  was  a  species  of  defence  which  certainly 
could  be  of-  no  use  against  an  attack  by  water. 
It  is  too  obvious,  that  the  town  or  Alexandria 
could  not  be  defended  in  any  other  manner  than 
by  a  proper  fort  or  forts  below  it,  with  a  compe* 
tent  garrison^  The  General  commanding  the 
tenth  military  district  visted  Alexandria.  The 
mode  of  defending  it  from  a  water  attack  was 
pointed  out  to  him.  To  adopt  it,  required  mo- 
ney ;  this  he  was  not  furnished  with.  This  dif- 
ficulty, however,  was  removed  by  the  offer  of 
three  of  the  banks  in  Alexandria  to  loan  the 
Government  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ec^cting  proper  defences  for  the  District : 
which  loan  was  accepted,  and  the  money  paid  to 
the  Government.  No  steps  were  taken  towards 
securing  the  town  from  attack  by  water,  but  it 
was  left  to  be  defended  at  the  fort  by  a  garrison 
not  exceeding  eighty  men,  rank  and  file.  On  the 
d4th  of  August,  a  few  hours  before  the  battle 
at  Bladensburg,  the  Commanding  General  and 
President  of  the  United  States  were,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  committee  of  vigHanee  of  Alexan- 
dria, reminded  of  the  destitute  sute  of  the  town 
as  to  the  means  of  defence,  and  informed  what 
would  be  the  deplorable  alternative  the  citizens, 
would  be  reduced  to  if  the  British  sqnadron, 
which  was  approaching  the  town,  and  was  then 
from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  below,  should  find 
their  town  unprotected  as  it  was  at  that  time. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  of  August  the  squad- 
ron arrived  at  the  fort,  fthe  magazine  having 
been  blown  up,  and  it  aoandoned  by  the  few 
troops  of  the  United  Stales  which  had  been  sta- 
tioned there)  without  opposition.  Oa  the  morn- 
ing of  the  28tb,  after  the  fort  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  and  after  their  vessels  had  passed 
it,  and  were  in  full  view  of  the  town,  and  not 
before,  no  officer,  military  or  civil,  of  the  United 
States,  being,  on  this  emergency,  in  the  town  or 
District  to  defend  or  direct,  (the  military  of  the 
town  having  been  previously  marched  ofi",  eit 
ffuiMe,  by  public  authority^  the  municipal  au- 
thority of  the  town  were,  from  extreme  neces- 
sitv,  compelled  to  take  such  steps  as  were  best 
calculated  to  save  the  town  from  conflagration. 
They  authorized  a  flag  to  meet  the  advancing 
foe.    The  result  of  that  interview  was,  that  the 


town,  and  a  certain  part  of  the  property,  wu 
saved  from  destruction  and  plunder,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  enemy,  during  their  eoou'ooanee 
before,  the  town,  should  not  he  motested.  It  ii 
due  to  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  wha  were  in  it, 
during  that  distressing  period,  to  stale  ibat  no 
aider  assistance  was  offered  by  them  taOtt en- 
emy. Thev  remained  poaaire  boi  intoaat 
spectators  of  that  plunder  which  they  bad  not 
the  means  of  preventing  la  saf^on  of  the  nn- 
ous  allege  tionsi  stated  in  the  pcecedxiig  put  ci 
this  memorial,  your  memorialiats  kg  kare  (0  re- 
fer  to  documents  laid  before  ike  coB«itteeo( 
the  House  of  Representatires,  vpoa  the  snlfa^ 
of  the  capture  of  Alexandria  and  W^akam^ 
Your  memorialists  f^el  it  their  dBty,inoie|D- 
ticularly,  to  call  the  attention  of  Conmi  tsi 
subject  connected  with  the  eaptaie  01  Alexu- 
dria,  and  which  is  enveloped  in  a  mystery,  thit 
can  be  dissipated  only  by  the  power  eif  your  Im- 
orable  body. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  the  British  sqnadm 
commenced  taking  off  from  the  wwehoosa  iht 
flour  and  tobacco.  They  continaed  nntil  Fridiy 
morning,  the  3d  of  September,  when  the  bk 
loaded  vessel  was  sent  down  the  river.  Thena 
office  in  Alexandria  had,  during  the  time  iheaeei 
lay  opposite  the  town,  been  itmowei  mio  the 
country  some  miles.  On  Friday,  tke  steoad  oi 
September,  the  Postmnster  firand  ia  ^  letter- 
box of  the  house  which  had  been  used  as  the 
post  office,  the  following  letter,  to  wit: 

'<  Ipbiosnia,  28tk  Aagnt,  lB\i. 
**  The  object  of  the  expedition  being  aecooH 
pltsbed,  and  the  inhabiunto  of  the  conatry  apes 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac  being  nlanned  fer  their 
property,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the  Brit- 
ish squadron  in  that  river,  the  Commaader-ffi- 
Chief  has  directed  me  to  forward  open^,  by  the 
hands  of  one  of  the  inhabitants,  this  erier.  for  tke 
ships  in  the  Potomac  to  retire  and  rnota  bu 
flagT 

*  EDWARD  CODRINGTON. 
"  Xear  Admiral  and  O^l.  i  Fta." 
This  letter  b  directed  as  follows : 
''  On  H.  B,  M.  sernce^  to  the  commamHag  efka- 
ofM.  B.  M.  ekipe  in  the  r^^^  A«iii— «*• » 


The  preceding  letter  was  found  ia  the  post  of- 
fice, encloaed  in  a  letter  without  name,  date.  «r 
post  mark,  addressed  <*  to  the  comminee  of  rie- 
lance  or  safety  of  the  town  of  Alexandria^'  visi 
is  in  the  following  words: 

**  Gbntlbmbn  :  Motives  of  a  penoaii  stfaie 
prevent  my  delivering  the  eneloeorew  Tab  wiUl 
best  judge  of  the  propriety  of  doing  it  in  yoor 
official  character,  vnthcuU  (on  of  tiwteJ' 

The  above  did  not  come  to  the  knawMge  a 
the  commiiteeof  vigilance  until  after  thes^eadnc 
had  left  the  town  with  their  plunder.  Tear  Be9^ 
rialists  have  been  enabled  to  ascertain,  that  at 
letter,  from  Admirer  Codrington  was  a  s^ 
Office  of  Sute,  early  in  the  morning  of  ik flat 
of  August,  and  that  it  was  there  read.  iJMig 
those  who  saw  it  there  waa  a  menhrif  fonr 
honomUe  body. 
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How  or  when  it  was  sent  from  the  Department 
of  Slate,  or  why  it  was  sent  in  the  manner  it  was, 
or  by  wnom  it  was  deposited  in  the  deserted  post 
office  at  Alexandria,  your  memorialists  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain^  nor  is  it  in  their  power  to 
do  so.  Your  memorialists  bare  deemed  it  their 
duty  to  lay  the  transaction}  so  far  as  it  has  come 
to  their  knowledge,  before  your  honorable  body. 
It  remains  for  Congress  to  take  such  further  steps 
for  the  development  of  the  transaction  as  in  their 
wisdom  shall  seem  to  be  proper,  and  which  jus« 
tict  to  the  citizens  of  Alexandria  demands. 
Ail  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 
Jacob  Hoffman,  Joseph  Smith, 

Bathurst  Daingerfield,  Thomas  Laurason, 
John  Roberts,  Nehemiah  Carson, 

Qeorffe  Coleman,  C.  P.  Thompson. 

W.  Yeitch,  Isaac  Gibson, 

R.  F.  Degge,  John  D.  Brown, 

A.Faw,  William  N.Mills, 

Thomas  Steel,  William  H.  Brown, 

Jan>es  Keith,  Grafton  Cawood. 

Thomas  Moore,        ,    Joseph  Rowen, 
Charles  Simms,  Sanford  Reid, 

Ephraim  Gilnun,         Henry  B.  Deager, 
William  S..  Moore,       Mark  Butts, 
William  Newton,         Robert  N.  Windsor, 
Charles  J.  Catletc,        Jm.  Plummer, 
John  Hoofi^  Peter  Saunders, 

Henry  T.  Compton,     Thomas  Neill, 
John  Muncaster,  John  Yiolett^ 

John  Gird,  Gerrard  Plummer, 

John  B.  Patoo,  Jacob  Curtis, 

John  Potter,  William  Bartleman, 

Ch.  Whiting,  William  Tilham, 

Jonathan  Ross,  Thomas  F.  Herbert, 

Barnard  Crook,  J.  D.  Simms, 

Philip  G.  Marsteller,     J.  B.  Nickolls, 
Thomas  Preston,  C.  T.  Chapman, 

Alexander  McKienzie^  Samuel  Smith, 
J.  Laurason,  Charles  McKnight, 

William  Fowle,  Israel  P.  Thompson, 

John  Lloyd,  William  Herbert, 

John  Harper,  James  Campbell, 

Townshend  Waugh,     James  Fleming, 
Matthias  Snyder,  Robert  Anderson, 

Isaac  Entwisle,  William  Harper,'jr. 

Samuel  Harper,  Thos.  Jannev  db  Co. 

Thomas  M.  Davis,       Samuel  Mark, 
William  Harper,  Thomas  Brocchus, 

Joseph  Harris,  Jacob  Morgan, 

S.  Snowden,  William  uregory, 

Henry  Bayne,  Thomas  K.  Beall, 

Thomas  Jacobs,  Andrew  Fleming^ 

Thomas  Vowell,  John  H.  Phillips, 

Thomas  Herbert,  Henry  Nicholson, 

William  Smith,  John  IX  Longdon, 

Jacob  Leap,  Daniel  McClean, 

Ebenezer  Vowell,         Frederick  Koons, 
Anthony  Rhodes,         David  Kooas, 
Matthew  Robinson,      Charles  Bennett, 
Bryan  Hampson,  James  Shetfaar, 

James  Kennedy,  sen.     John  H.  Crease, 
Silas  Reed,  Joseph  Cowing, 

Guy  Atkinson,  Newton  Keene, 

Benjamin  Baden,         William  Fox, 


Joseph  Mandeville, 
Samuel  B.  Latmour, 
Joseph  Fowler,  jr. 
A.  Newton, 
N.  Herbert^ 
John  Jackson. 


Thomas  White, 
W.Ramsay,  of  D. 
John  Ross, 
John  F.  Smith, 
James  Allison. 


GfiOROBTOWN,  October  31. 1814. 

Sib:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  mstant,' 
requesting,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  la* 
vestigation,  ^'  all  the  information  I  have  on  the  sob* 
ject  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Codrington  to  Captain 
Gtordon,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  on  the 
morning  of  the  31st  of  Aognst,  some  hours  before 
day,  I  was  called  up  by  a  dragoon,  express  fcom  one 
of  our  camps  below,  who  delivered  a  packet  ad* 
dressed  to  me  by  Admiral  Cochrane;  while  I  was 
opening  and  examining  the  despatch,  the  dragoon, 
who  seemed  to  be  an  intelligent  man,  remarked 
to  me  that  the  British  ships  before  Alexandria 
had  been  ordered  down  the  river  by  the  Admiral 
in  the  Patuxeat.  On  questioning  him,  he  stated* 
that  an  open  note  to  that  effect,  addressed  to  the 
British  commander  at  Alexandria^  bad  beeik 
broaght  to  the  camp  from  which  he  came,  by  the 
same  messenger  who  had  charge  of  the  despatch. 
I  had  just  received  from  him;  that  he  had  on* 
derstood  both  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
coontryman,  on  the  shores  of  the  Patuxent,  by  the 
enemy,  from  which  countryman  they  had  been 
taken  oy  an  American  officer,  and  conveyed  to 
the  camp ;  that  he  heard  the  officer  who  gave  him 
charge  of  the  packet  for  me,  speak  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  came,  and  mention  the  contents 
of  the  open  note  to  other  officers  then  near  him: 
that  the  officers,  as  he  heard  them  say,  intended 
to  send  the  note  across  the  country,  and  have  it 
put  on  boned  the  British  fleet  by  a  citizen. 

The  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Admind  Coch- 
rane was  dated  on  the  29th  August.  Under  the 
same  envelope  was  a  letter  directed  to  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State.  Believing  that  it  miffht  be  of  im- 
portance he  should  receive  this  without  delay, 
I  immediately,  although  not  yet  day,  called  on 
Colonel  Monroe,  then  acting  as  Secretary  of  War, 
delivered  the  letter,  and  informed  him  of  what 
the  dragoon  had  reported  to  me  relative  to  the 
open  note,  said  to  be  on  its  way  to  the  enemy's 
fleet  before  Alexandria.  This,  I  am  confident,  was 
the  first  information  received  at  Washington  of 
the  note  in  question.  During  the  latter  part  of 
the  same  day,  being  at  Colonel  Monroe's  quarters, 
(I  think  about  one  o'clock,)  he  told  me  that  the 
open  nj>te  of  which  I  had  apprized  him  in  the 
morning  had  now  found  its  way  to  hinL  having 
been  brought  up  by  one  of  our  officers  from  the 
camp,  at  wnich  the  dragoon  had  stated  he  had  left 
it,  and  he  showed  it  to  me.  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  its  date.  I  remember  that  it  was  addressed 
to  Captain  Ghirdon,  and  signed  by  Codrington,  I 
think,  as  captain  of  the  fleet,  and  by  order  of  Ad- 
miral Cochrane.  The  substance,  I  well  recol- 
lect, was  to  direct  Csptain  Gordon  to  descend  the 
Potomac,  lest  alarm  tor  their  property  should  be 
given  te  the  inhabitants  by  tne  presence  of  hia 
squadron. 
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The  coDtents  of  this  note,  as  well  as  the  mao- 
ner  chosen  by  the  enemy  for  its  conveyance,  if  it 
did  come  from  him,  were  thought  not  a  little  sin- 
gnlar  and  saspicioas.  The  commanication  by 
water  was  open  to  him ;  and  to  express  his  anxi- 
ety for  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants'about  the  siffety 
of  their  property  from  a  force  which  had  been  for 
two  Y^ars  in  the  constant  habit  of  burning,  and 
carrying  it  off  in  every  direction  on  these  waters, 
and  which  was  at  that  moment  emptying  tbe 
stores  of  Alexandria  of  private  property  to  an 
immense  amount,  cooid  hardly  be  considered  ear- 
nest i  and  particularly  when  this  expression  was 
contrasted  with  his  determination  to  destroy  and 
lay  watte  every  district  of  country  within  his 
power,  made  known  by  the  letter  of  Admiral 
Cochrane  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  18th 
Aujrost,  (since  published,)  which  was  the  letter 
delivered  by  me  that  morning,  and  with  which 
this  note  #as  understood  to  have  come  from  Ad- 
miral Coohrane's  fleet.  Colonel  Monroe  took 
this  view  of  the  subject,  and  expressed  his  suspi-' 
eions  that  the  note  was  a  forgery,  and  the  possi- 
bility, if  it  was  genuine^  that,  by  previousr  concert^ 
it  might  be  intended  to  cronvey  something  differ- 
ent from,  perhaps  tbe  very  reverse  of,  what  ap- 
peared on  Its  face.  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  in  the  then  same  state  of  thing»*-a  prepara- 
tion goinf  oh  to  intercept  the  Brittsn  ships  below 
Alexandria — some  doubts  were  entertained  of  tbe 
propriety  of  permitting  it  to  pass  to  them.  He 
however  determined  that  it  should  be  disposed  of 
in  such  a  way  as  to  let  the  citizens  of  Alexandria 
have  the  benefit  of  it,  if  benefit  there  was,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  keep  the  enemy  in  ignorance 
that  the  Government  had  any  knowledge  of  it. 
He  requested  me  to  take  charge  of  the  note,  to 
deliver  it  to  a  f^entleman  of  Alexandria,  and  to 
ask  of  him  to  give  it  such  a  course  immediately. 
I  did  accordingly,  in  about  an  hour  after,  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  a  highlv  respectable  citizen  of 
that  town,  accompanied  by  the  request  enjoined 
on  me.  He  undertook  tbe  charge  n^ith^^reat  cheer- 
fulness, and  suggested,  as  the  best  mode  of  an- 
swering the  purpose  intended,  that  he  would  place 
it  in  the  post  ofllee  at  Alexandria,  under  cover, 
addressed  to  one  of  the  acting  committees  of  the 
town,  remarking  that  it  would  reach  them  in  that 
way  almost  as  speedily  as  if  he  were  to  deliver  it 
himself;  and  that  bv  this  means  the  committee 
and  himself  would  Be  relieved  from  embarrass- 
ment, if  the  committee  were  called  upon  to  answer 
by  the  officers  of  the  enemy,  in  whose  power 
they  were,  as  to  the  channel  through  which  it 
had  been  received.  I  thought  his  reasons  good, 
and  approved  of  the  mode  he  proposed  to  adopt. 
That  he  did  so  depostte  the  note,  in  the  course  of 
the  same  afternoon^  I  was  informed  by  him  on 
the  next  day ;  and  I  have  no  question  of  the  fact. 

Whether  the  enemy  received  this  note,  or  when, 
and.  if  received,  what  influence  It  may  have  had 
on  nis  conduct,  I  have  never  learned ;  but  there 
is  one  fact  notorious  on  thissubject-^that  he  cea- 
sed to  levy  contributions  on  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria about  the  middle  of  the  day  on  which  Com- 
modore Porter's  battery  reached  the  White  HoosCi 


(the  position  below  Alexandm.  nhittd  !m 
which  to  annoy  him  in  bis  deseigandiiifi! 
immediately  after  began  to  dm  af  hi,  gj,;" 
from  the  station  he  had  taken  befoRt^etovA 
This  was  on  the  Ist  day  of  Septembet.  Codubo- 
pore  Porter's  artilierisU  and  Gtt«ilT«iirt 
brigade  crossed  the  ferry  at  Georgaon^oit^ 
expedition,  at  the  commenceineitoftlieu|^ii)( 
the  31st  August.  That  this  moTeoentnshon 
to  the  enemy  on  tbe  next  day,  tod  wutlju- 
rested  his  devastations  at  Alenndni,Iiireofnr 
had  the  slightest  doubt.  As  to  tketil(^tfo^ 
cumstance  of  the  movement,  I  caaaMkaMahi, 
as  I  was  with  both  the  corps  doriB{ihitik»^t^ 
one  at  their  encampment,  and  (heoikroib 
march. 

In  relation  to  the  remaining  pin  of  ywi  lata, 
there  are  no  particular  facts  within  ay  kiofl- 
edge,  that  I  am  aware  of,  pertincDtiotbeii^ 
of  the  honorable  committee  into  theeuatf  ik 
success  of  the  enemy  in  his  reeeit  nteqiriiB 
against  Washington  and  Aleundiii. 
With  very  great  respect, fte. 

J.  MASON. 

Hon.  RiCBABD  M.  JoBRBOlf. 


No.  14. 

Report  from  the  Siipermtenki(ftkhik 
BuUdingt, 

QppiOB  OP  SuPEaiinmn, 

Waehmgtm,(ki,l^M, 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  the  inqniria  yia  mki 

me  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  (osuteihittk 

whole  cost  of  the  under-mentioned  pobliebiiU- 

ings,  from  the  commencement  toiheiiuuf^ 

the  enemy,  appears  as  folloirs: 

North  wing  of  the  Capitol,  incladiog the fooih 

tion  Wafis  of  both  wingi^  and  of  He  earn 

or  main  building,  and  of  altentim  utf  R* 

pairs        -        .    *  .       -      -  |IS?l8j 

South  wing  of  the  Capitol  -      •    3R7J* 

President's  House       -       -      •    ^3 

Public  Offices     .       .      -      - 


At  tha  instance  of  a  committee  of  Je  Sent 
the  remains  of  those  buildings  i>>v^^^ 
ined  by  architects  and  master  W*^^ 
whom  report  it  as  their  opinioas,  tl«|  k*| 
of  the  President's  House,  and  both  wiif'i* 
Capitol,  with  some  iacoasidemWeiW"* 
safe  and  sufficient  to  rebuild  on.  Tkw» 
the  two  offices,  particularly  of  the  npp*^ 
are  deemed  insufficient  to  bear  nev  m^ 
will  require  Uking  down  and  «««*'■?'  j^ 
shall  be  found  necessary.  The  ^^^^l 
•estimates  for  repairing  and  rebuUdinj  * 
edifices,  making  the  offices  fire  P'oof,  w""!; 
other  improvements  suggested,  ire  if»  , 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doi^*»J<>,'^rgii. 
six  hundred  thousaod  dollars.  ^"^^J!^. 
mate,  however,  embraces  an  expense oi«»^ 
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aUe  anoofit.  for  completiag  the  west  part  of  the 
north  wiog  for  a  libmry.  whieh  none  of  the  lower 
estimates  iDclttdee.  The  average  amoant  eati- 
mated,  of  patting  all  the  buildings  io  the  state 
tbe  eaemy  found  theoa,  appears,  by  dividing  the 
aggregate  aoiouBt  of  the  estimates  by  the  number 
of  them,  to  be  about  four  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dcikrs,  allowing  for  the  materials  of  the 
barnt  buildiAgs,  whioh  may  boused  in  rebuilding. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dte. 

THOMAS  MUNROE. 
Hon.  R.  M.  JoBRBOif. 

No.  m 
Wttiam  Siihmana^  Letter. 
Wasbinoton  City,  i^.  28,  I6l4. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  to-da»v,  I  have 
to  state,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  August 
last,  whea  tbe  alarm  was  ^ven  that  the  eaamy 
were  on  their  march  to  this  city,  and  it  was  ex- 

Sscted  that  they  would  come  by  the  way  of  the 
astern  Branch  bridge,  being  myself  well  armed, 
and  mounted  on  horseback,  irode  there  under  the 
wish  to  render  all  the  service  in  my  power  to 
oppose  them.    When  I  arrived  near  the  Eastern 
Branch,  I  found  a  few  of  the  city  atid  Qeorgetown 
uniform  companies  there,  lay iiig  upon  their  arms» 
and  understood  that  the  President,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  other  officers,  were  at  the  house  of  a 
Mr.  Minnifee.  (where  I  observed  their  horses  at 
tbe  door,)  and  that  they  were  holding  coancf  L    I 
tken  rode  down  to  the  bridge,  where  there  were 
a  few  sailors,  with  a  piece  or  two  of  cannon  ia 
front  of  the  bridge^  who,  I  understood,  were  to 
destroy  tbe  bi tdse  in  case  the  enemy  approached. 
After  but  little  delay,  I  rode  back  to  the  uniform 
troops,  who  I  found  were  getting  ia  motion  to 
maroh  to  Bladeasborg,  to  which  way  it  was  then 
aaid  that  the  enemy  werecomio^.  I  imaaediately 
rode  on  towards  Bladensboiy  with  all  expedition. 
'When  I  arrived  upon  the  hill,  on  this  side  of  tbe 
Bladeasbarg  bridge,  I  obserYed  Colonel  Monroe, 
Che  then  S^retary  of  StatCi  jast  in  the  rear  of 
oor  troops,  Whioh  were  posted  on  both  sides,  of 
tlMs  road,  between  there  amd  Bladensbnrg ;  the  cry 
iwas,  that  the  enemy  were  coming,  hut  ao  person 
appeared  to  be  able  to.give  any  correct  acoount  of 
tbem.  I  then  observed  to  Mr.  Monroe,  that  I  wonld 
^o  oa  and  see  the  enemy,  aad  wonld  let  them  know 
-wrbeo  they  weia  cominj^    I  accordingly  rode  into 
Sladeoabarg,  and  halted  a  few  minutes  at  Ross's 
taTcro,  where  there  were  a  few  militiameo,  from 
^ewhona  I  could  get  no  other  information  than  that 
t  he  eoem  V  were  coming  on  tbe  river  road.    I  then 
proceeded  to  a  height,  a  Utile  west  of  Ross's 
tavern,  called  Lowndes'  Hill,  which  bad  a  com- 
manding prospect  of  the  river  road  for  a  consider- 
able distance,  and  which  was  almost  frontioff  the 
bill.     After  remaining  there  for  some  time,  1  ob- 
served, at  a  considerable  distance,  a  great  cloud 
of  dust  rise  to  a  great  d^ree,  which  satisfied  me 
that   they  were  coming  in  great  force.     Some- 
Lisne  after,  1  observed  a  few  horsemen,  not  io  nni- 
form,  on  the  road,  who  appeared  to  be  reoonnoi- 
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teriug,  and  were  soon  followed  by  troops  that 
filled  the  road.  They  appeared  to  march  very 
slow,  and  in  close  order,  not  less  than  twenty-four 
or  thirty  abreast  in  front,  and  the  horsemen  before 
spoken  of,  sometimes  in  front,  and  at  other  timet 
a  little  to  the  right  of  the  front;  which  position 
they  marched  in  anttl  they  nearlv  approached 
tbe  foot  of  the  hill,  and  not  more  than  a  gunshot 
from  me,  where  I  was  sitting  on  my  horse,  and 
the  road  in  full  sight  for  near  a  mile,  and  that 
filled  with  British  troops,  and  stiH  approaching. 
At  this  time  there  was  not  a  person  in  sight  of 
me,  other  than  the  enemy,  eicept  one  dragoon, 
who  appeared  to  have  been  posted  there  a  little 
to  my  left,  upon  the  same  hiU,  where  I  left  him, 
aad  have  since  understood  he  was  taken  by  the 
advance  party  of  the  enemy.  When  they  ap-' 
proached  to  tne  foot  of  the  hill,  and  I  expected 
they  miffht  attempt  to  cut  off  my  retreat  to  the 
bridge,  1  fell  back,  and  descended  the  hill  in  the 
front  of  Mr.  Lowndes*  house ;  and,  immediately 
after  I  crossed  the  bridge,  1  looked  back,  aad 
found  that  the  advance  party  of  horse  had  got 
into  the  Annapolis  road,  to  the  east  of  Lownoee* 
house,  about  twenty-four  of  them  went  up  a  laae 
io  Bladensbnrg,  towards  the  Baltimore  road,  leav- 
ing six  or  eight  at  the  entrance  of  the  lane. 

I  then  was  proceeding  to  our  troops,  to  give  in-* 
formation,  when  I  met  the  President,  Qeneral 
Armstrong,  Colonel  Monroe,  and  Mr.  Roeh,  the 
Attorney  Ueneral^  considerably  in  advance  of  all 
our  troops,  going  immediately  into  Bladensbnrg. 
I  observed,  on  meeting  them,  ^  Mr.  Madison,  tM 
enemy  are  now  in  Bladensbura."  He  exclaimed, 
with  surprise,  '*  the  enemy  in  Sladensburg !"  and, 
at  the  same  moment,  they  all  turned  their  horses 
and  rode  towards  our  troops  with  considerable 
speed.  '  I  called  out  aloud,  '^Mr.  Madison,  if  you 
will  stop  I  will  show  them  to  you  $  they  are  now 
in  sight."  He  paid  no  attention.  They  all  rode 
off  very  fast,  except  Mr.  Rush,  who  halted ;  and 
I  observed  to  him  that  there  are  part  of  the  ene* 
my  stopping  at  that  lane;  he  said  that  cannot  be 
the  enemy,  they  are  not  in  uniform.  I  told  him 
that  they  were  a  part  of  the  advance  party,  that 
the  others  had  gone  up  the  lane,  and  that  not 
any  of  them  were  in  uniform.  At  this  moment 
the  ted-coats  began  to  heave  in  sight,  in  two  sec- 
tions, some  in  the  rear,  and  others  in  tbe  front,  cif 
Lowndes^  house,  aad  were  forming  in  the  An- 
napolis road.  Mr.  Rush,  on  semng  them,  ob* 
served,  ^I  am  satisfied;"  and  turned  his  horse 
very  suddenly  toridb  away,  when  his  bat  felloC 
and  he  rode  some  distance  without  it,  when  I 
called  out  to  him  "  Mr.  Rush,  come  back  and 
uke  op  your  hat;"  which  he  did.  and  then  par^. 
soed  bis  company  with  all  speed.  Our  troops, 
before  I  could  gel  up  to  them,  began  to  fire, 
from  the  left  of  the  line,  with  cannon  and  small 
arms,  into  the  town  of  Bladensburg.  I  sup- 
posed, at  the  time,  it  was  from  the  informa- 
tion communicated  by  Mr.  Madison  from  me^  as 
I  was  the  last  person  from  Bladensburff.  I  im- 
mediately rode  op  tbe  hill,  expeeting  to  find  some 
of  the  Heads  of  Department&  to  endeavor  to  get 
them  to  stop  the  ffring,  unul  it  could  be  more 


17S1 


APPENDIX. 


Oapbtre  oflht  C%  ef  Waikiagten. 


17S2 


effecloal.  I  could  not  see  ttie  President  or  any 
of  the  ffeotlemen  that  were  with  him  whea  I  gare 
him  the  iDformation.  Bat  I  observed  Oeneral 
Winder  in  the  rear  of  the  line,  who  I  foond  to 
be  the  commanding  officer.  I  immediately  ad- 
dressed him,  and  informed  him  that  I  was  jast 
from  Bladensburg,  and  that  there  was  but  a  Tery 
small  party  of  the  enemy  in  the  town ;  that  they 
had  commenced  firing  too  early ;  and  that,  if  they 
would  reserve  their  fire  for  a  few  minutes,  the 
British  troops  were  then  coming  down  the  hill, 
and  were  about  to  form  on  the  Annapolis  road, 
when  they  woald  be  able  to  do  some  execution : 
for  they  were  then  heaving  their  fire  away.  I 
found  that  General  Winder  appeared  to  pay  but 
little  attention  to  what  I  had  said.  I  remained 
upon  the  battle  ground  for  some  time,  and  until 
Ihe  retreat  was.  ordered,  and  everything  and  eve- 
ry body  appeared  to  be  in  the  greatest  confusion, 
no  point  ued  for  rallying,  or  bringing  the  enemy 
Co  action,  and  the  greater  part  of  our  troops  were 
retreating  in  the  greatest  disorder.  I  returned  to 
the  city,  and  stopped  at  the  President's  House, 
which  I  found  entirely  abandoned,  excepting  one 
white  servant,  who  informed  me  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  returned  from  the  battle  ground,  and 
that  he  had  gone  out  of  the  city.  1  observed  at 
Che  president's  door  two  pieces  of  cannon,  well 
mounted  on  travelling  carriages,  which  had  been 
fixed  there  for  the  defence  of  the  house,  under  a 
guard  of  soldiers,  for  some  time,  which  was  also 
abandoned.  This  being  late  in  the  day,  and  the 
most  of  the  retreating  soldiers  having  pikssed  by, 
there  was,  however,  still  some  coming  on,  very 
much  fatigued,  and  worn  down  with  hunger  and 
thirst.  I  stopped  a  number  of  them,  and  plied 
them  with  plenty  of  brandy,  which  I  got  the 
President's  servant  to  bring  forward  from  the 
house.  I  then  prevailed  upon  the  soldiery  to  re- 
move the  cannon,  by  hand,  towards  Georgetown, 
where  they  were  saved  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  who  took  possession  of  the  house 
soon  after.  This  now  being  near  ni^ht,  and  not 
teeing  a  single  military  man  in  the  city,  I  retired 
a  few  miles  in  the  country,  where  I  soon  was  a 
spectator  to  the  conflagration  of  the  Capitol, 
President's  House,  d^c. 

I  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  until  after 
Che  enemy  had  abandoned  it,  when  I  returned; 
and  in  a  day  or  two  after,  when  stopping  at  the 
door  of  Colonel  Monroe,  who  was  present,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Rush,  and  several  other  gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  Rush  observed  to  roe,  Sir,  we  con- 
sider ourselves  under  obligations  to  you  for  pre- 
Tentinff  our  fallioe  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy 
at  Bladensburg ;  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that 
they  were  going  immediately  into  Bladensburg, 
understanding  that  General  Winder's  troops  were 
there,  and  that  they  should  have  supposed  the  ad- 
vance part  of  the  enemy,  not  in  unirorm,  were  a 
part  of  Winder's  troops.  The  foregoing  is  as 
correct  a  narrative  of  tacts  as  I  can  at  this  time 
recollect. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  dbc, 

WM.  SIMMONS. 

Hon.  R.  M.  JoBvaoMi  Ac. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  DOCDMHfro. 

GE0EQBT0WH,l)te.l6  W14 

Sib':  I  had  the  bonor  toTeceinijuioffii. 
terday.  My  statement  shall  beeottixumT 
ble.  On  perusing,  in  tbe  Nitiooal  \3A^ 
of  the  lOth  instant,  the  report  of  tbe  eonKUKol 
which  you  are  chairman,  tbe  fdloviuMMu. 
arrested  my  attention:  "From  early  in  tliciun- 
ing  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  Coknel  Mjm 
sought  Colonel  Car bery  diligently,  kkeeooH 
not  M  found.  He  rode  to  heidqaannmio^ 
tained  an  order  from  Qeoenl  Winds opa  ike 
arsenal,  for  arms,  &c.— marched  to  tkflKttiik 
his  regiment.  Colonel  Ctrbery  irtinitti^ 
moment,  and  apolopsed  for  his  abiaK!,iidii. 
formed  Colonel  Minor  that  hehid,tke(faiig 
before,  ridden  out  to  his  coantry  seat.^ 

Without  adverting  to  theinfornuiioiioifiuek 
the  committed  may  have  thooght  proper loidj 
for  what  is  stated  in  tbe  aborentnctliJui 
merely  proceed  to  state  somefietSjinppertedW 
respectable  testimony,  whicb^itiil)elieTed,fii, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  eoapletelfii^ 
validate  what  is  there  set  forth. 

1.  It  will  appear  that,  en  the  ni^t  of  tiieai 
of  August,. between  the  hoanofBiieu^derni 
I  was  seen  between  Capitol  Hilludtknn^ 
See  the  certificate  of  Msior  }kMa,dt^ 
Quartermaster  Qeneral,  No.  I.  Ik,  iiie  K 
night  of  the  23d,  I  arrived  at  Mr.SeDoes'boiei, 
in  Georgetown;  that  I  lodged ikeiethitDi{bt; 
was  seen  about  sunrise  nextDnMt,MuH^ 
Leod's  hotel,  on  the  PenntyWnia  iTewe;  ui 
that  afterwards  I  returned  toonui^"'' 
Georgetown  and  breakftsted.  8«eNoi3u<i 
given  by  Mr.  Semmes,  mv  landlord, udCipuii 
Cassin,  of  the  District  militia.  Thit,os!K 
morning  of  24th  August,  between KTeiiriint 
I  signed  requisitions  for  srmi,Ac,wwifliei 
Minor,  and  gave  theni  to  the  surgeoarftonr 
meat.  Seeliieutenant  Hobbi,  N0.I  Iw w- 
tor  Jones,  who  was  with  our  troop  na"" 
action  commenced,  returning  «o  *»»"*|fjf 
attend  to  his  duties  there,  aawCoow*** 
troops  halted  on  Capitol  Hill,  and  iku^t^ 
were  getting  their  dinners.  See  hu  cettiKji 
No.  6.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Ljeawaj* 
den,  of  the  ordnance  department,  ColoiJJW^ 
troops,  from  the  time  they  amred  at  ww» 
had  sufficient  time  to  have  got  u»««Jr 
and  hare  marched  to  the  balUegrModbrfffV 
action  commenced.    See  bis  certiicate.  Jf ' 

These  certificates  being  in  year  W** 
easily  be  referred  to.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  «*«», 
your  obedient  servant,  ^y 

^  HENRY  CAR^J. 

Hon.  R.  M.  JoHitsoM,  ,  _  ^ 

Chairman  of  a  Committee  (fOH^ 

George  W.  CampbelPi  UOff- 

NA8HVILLB,(TBK^)i^';^j^. 

Sir :  I  have  had  the  honor  ^^tet^,^ 
ter  of  the  29th  October  lut   Yonrr^i* 
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should  give  the  committee,  of  which  you  are 
cbairmao,  such  facts  and  views  as  may  be  in  my 

S>wer  respecting  the  proceedings  of  a  Cabinet 
oQocil  on  the  1st  of  J\x\j  last,  in  relation  to  the 
defence  of  military  district  No.  10 ;  and  on  the 
subject  of  a  conversation  that  took  place  between 
the  President  and  myself,  on  the  24th  of  August, 
respecting  the  part  General  Armstrong  was  to 
take  at  Bladensburg;  and  also  any  other  facts 
and  views  that  may  be  thought  pertinent  to  a 
fair  and  iinpartial  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
fall  of  the  Capital  of  the  United  States. 

The  information  requested  by  the  committee 
shall  be  given  without  reserve,  so  far  as  my  re- 
collection and  state  of  health  will  enable  me.    I 
deem  it,  however,  prorper,  previously,  to  state,  that, 
according  to  the  views  I  entertain  of  the  relations 
existing  between  the  Bxecutive  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Gk>vernroent,  nsualif  called  on 
to  assist  in  council,  I  should  not  consider  myself 
bound,  on  such  application  as  the  present,  to  dis- 
close, in  all  cases,  the  proceedines  which  may 
have  taken  place  at  such  council,  or  what  mav 
have  passed  at  a  conversation  held  with  the  Presi- 
dent individually,  such  as  that  above  referred  to, 
as  such  disclosure  might  justly  be  considered  as 
restrained;  in  the  former  case,' on  the  ground  of 
official,  and  in  the  latter,  on  that  of  personal  eon* 
fidence ;  and,  without  taking  into  consideration 
the  effect  of  the  restraint  that  would  naturally  be 
imposed  on  such  deliberations  and  interchange  of 
sentiments,  by  establishing  the  precedent  that 
they  were  liable  to  public  disclosure  whenever 
called  for,  there  mieht  be  cases  in  whieh  the 
public  interest  would  be  compromitted  by  such 
development.    I  do  not,  however,  consider  the 
present  such  a  case;  and  I  have  no  motive  for 
withholding  the  information  required  on  account 
of  any  bearing  it  might  be  apposed  to  have  on 
my  own  conduct  on  that  occasion,  or  on  that  of 
any  other  member  of  the  Government,  as  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Bxecutive, 
and  presume  it  is  so  also  of  the  other  members, 
that  every  circumstance  calculated  to  throw  light 
on  the  subject  before  the  committee,  and  oe- 
relope  the  real  causes  which  led  to  the  late  events 
at  the  Seat  of  Government,  should  be  disclosed 
without  reserve.    Under  these  impressions,  there- 
fore, I  act,  in  giving  the  information  desired. 

At  the  Cabinet  Council  referred  to,  held  on  the 
IsC  of  July,  by  the  members  of  the  Government, 
convened  by  request  of  the  President,  I  was  pres- 
ent. Despatches  had  heed  received,  a  few  days 
preriously  thereto,  from  two  of  our  Ministers 
(Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard)  in  Europe,  the 
consideration  of  which^  according  to  my  present 
impressions,  was  the  principal  object  of  the  con- 
ference.. They  were  accordingly  taken  up  for 
delfberation,  and  the  changed  aspect  of  affairs  in 
Sorope,  as  unfolded  by  them,  as  well  as  by  in* 
formation  derived  from  other  sources,  was  brought 
into  view.  The  subject  of  our  foreign  relations, 
generally,  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  the 
eflfeet  the  late  great  evenu  on  the  Continent  would 
be  likely  to  produce  upon  them  was  freely  spoken 
of.    It  was  stated  as  probable,  first,  I  believe,  by 


the  President,  that  England,  considering  her  own 
relative  power  and  influence  greatly  increased, 
would  be  disposed  to  employ  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  her  military  and  naval  forces,  lately  dis- 
engaged from  the  great  European  contest,  in 
prosecuting  the  war  against  this  country;  that 
she  might  be  expected  to  strengthen  herself  in 
Canada,  and  carry  on  her  depredations  against 
our  Atlantic  coast  on  a  scale  more  extended  than 
heretofore.  Some  general  remarks  were  also 
made  on  the  propriety  of  adapting  our  measures 
to  that  state  of  tnings  an  increase  of  the  enemy's 
forces  would  produce ;  and  there  appeared  a  con- 
currence of  opinion  among  the  members  as  to  the 
importance  of  providing  the  oieans,  and  making 
the  requisite  arrangements,  for  defending  not  only 
district  No.  10,  including  the  Seat  of  Gk>vem- 
ment,  but,  as  far  as  practicable,  every  other  por- 
tion of  the  Union,  against  whicii  an  attack  inight 
reasonably  be  expected ;  but  1  do  not  at  present 
recollect  any  specific  proposition,  made  while  I 
was  present,  in  relation  to  the  defence  of  that  dis- 
trict, or  any  other  place  in  particular.  I  cannot, 
however,  undertake  to  state  in  detail  all  the  pro- 
ceedings that  took  place  in  relation  to  this  subject 
on  that  occasion.  The  state  of  my  health  was 
very  imperfect,  and  some  official  duty,  according 
to  my  present  recollection^  requiring  to  be  at- 
tended to  at  a  certain  hour,  occasioned  me  to 
withdraw  before  the  subject  of  the  defence  of  the 
Seat  of  Government  was  formally  taken  up  for 
decision ;  nor  do  I  now  recollect  of  being  present 
when  the  question  on  that  subject  was  decided. 
The  President,  either  on  my  return  the  same  day, 
or  shortly  after,  informed  me  it  bad  been  deter- 
mined to  call  forth  and  oreanixe  a  force  deemed 
sufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  district,  and  par- 
ticularly the  Seat  of  Government,  of  which  meas- 
ure I  approved;  and,  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  afterwards  understood  the  number  to  be  called 
on  for  that  purpose  was  fifteen  thousand  men, 
which  appeared  to  me  amply  sufficient.  Noth- 
ing further  occurs  to  me,  at  present,  in  relation 
to  what  passed  at  that  conference,  white  I  was 
present,  on  the  subject  of  the  defence  of  the  Seat 
of  Government.  1  recollect  that,  about  this  time, 
the  President,  in  conversation,  stated  his  impres- 
sions to  be,  on  the  fullest  consideration  he  had 
been  able  to  ^ive  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  in 
connexion  with  the  disposition  of  Great  Britain, 
as  far  as  it  could  be  ascertained  from  the  late 
despatches  of  our  Ministers,  as  well  as  from  other 
sources  of  information,  that  we  ought  to  calcu- 
late she  would  direct  a  considerable  portion  of 
her  numerous  forces,  liberated  from  the  late  great 
conflicts  on  the  Continent,  and  left  entirely  at  her 
disposal,  against  this  country,  either  to  produce  a 
favorable  effect  on  the  pending  negotiation,  and, 
if  disposed  to  peace,  close  the  war  with  some 
brilliant  achievement  calculated  to  give  her  arms 
the  air  of  eclat ;  or,  if  not  so  disposed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  prosecuting  the  war  more  vindictively, 
and  possibly  with  a  view  to  other  more  ambitious 
objects ;  and  that,  whatever  miffht  be  her  ulterior 
views,  we  ought  to  expect  that  Washington  City, 
being  the  Seat  of  the  National  Government,  and, 
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from  its  local  situatioo,  more  necessible,  as  well 
as  less  capable  of  defence,  than  most  other 
places,  would  be  among  the  first  objects  of  her 
attack,  and  that  we  ought,  therefore,  to  make  the 
requisite  preparations  to  meet  such  event.  With 
this  view,  I  understood,  General  Winder  was  apr 

Sointed  to  the  command  of  the  District,  and  or- 
ers  given  for  concentrating,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  city,  such  force,  to  consist  of  regulars  and 
militia,  as  was  deemed  sufficient  for  its  defence. 

The  conversation  between  the  President  and 
myself,  on  the  24th  August,  respecting  which  the 
committee  requests  information,  having  taken 
place  incidemally,  anil  under  peculiar  circum- 
aunces,  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  re- 
capitulate it  at  length ;  and  it  may  be  difficult  to 
comm\iDi€ate  its  substance  with  precision,  or  the 
causes  that  led  to  it,  without  going  more  into  de» 
tail  than  would  be  acceptable  to  the  committee, 
or  accord  with  my  own  inclination. 

When  it  was  Known,  on  the  evening  of  the 
23d  of  August,  that  the  troops  under  Qeneral 
Winder  had  retired  across  the  Eastern  Branch, 
and  encamped  in  the  cit]f,  it  occasioned,  as  may 
be  readily  supfiosed,  considerable  agitation  in  the 
minds  of  the  citizens.    It  appeared  to  have  been 
expected,  that,  in  case  our  force  was  not  con- 
sidered sufficient  to  meet  and  repulse  the  enemv 
on  his  landing,  his  advance  would  be  opposed, 
and  his  progress,  at  least,  retarded  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, oy  harassing  him  on  his  march,  erecting 
defensive  works  at  suitable  positions,  and  throw- 
ing such  other  obstructions  in  his  way  as  was  best 
calcnlated  to  check  his  movements ;  for  all  which 
operations  the  nature  of  the  country  through 
which  he  must  pass  was  said  to  be  very  favor- 
able ;  when,  therefore,  it  was  stated  that  he  was 
near  the  city,  without  such  means  having  been 
either  at  all,  or  but  partially  resorted  to,  it  pro- 
duced some  surprise,  as  well  as  inquiry  into  the 
causes  that  led  to  such  a  result.    Falling  in  con- 
Tersation  with  the  Secretary  of  War.  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  expressed  my  apprehensions  that  suffering 
the  enemy  to  apprcach  so  near  (if  his  nrosress 
could  by  any  possible  means  have  been  cnecked) 
as  to  make  the  fate  of  the  city  depend  on  a  single 
t»ttle,  to  be  maintained,  on  our  part,  principally 
by  raw,  inexperienced  troops,  was  hazarding  too 
much.    He  Appeared .  to  concur  in  this  opinion. 
And  when  I  inquired  whether  the  late  movements 
of  the  troops  were  made  pursuant  to  his  advice, 
or  with  his  approbation ;  and  what  plan  of  opera- 
tions was  determined  on  to  oppose  the  further 
progress  of  the  epemy ;  and,  also,  whether  our 
army  would  have  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions 
and  advice,  in  directing  its  future  movements ; 
he  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  movements 
which  had  taken  place  were  not  in  pursuance  of 
any  plan  or  advice  given  by  him;  that  General 
Winder,  having  been  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  district,  includiog  the  city,  and  the  means 
assigned  for  its  defence  placed  at  his  disposal,  he 
was  considered  as  having  the  direction  of  their 
application ;  and  it  was  to  be  presumed  he  had 
formed  such  plans  for  defending  the  city  as  he 

deemed  best  suited  to  the  emergency  and  the 


means  he  possessed;  and  thtt iuenoiji. j^ 
opinion  might  be  considered  isddiai«  ^f^ 
baps  improper,  unless  he  hadlheifciaiioiof 
the  Executive  for  so  doing;  in vkitk cue, ur 
assistance  that  his  sqggestioiu  or  i^n J 
render  should  be  afforded. 

It  appeared  to  me  an  QcasianNki^.;^. 
portent  and  critical  demanded  the  nitidtlKii 
of  all  the  miliury  skiU  and  ability  litiua  ikt 
reach  of  the  Government;  and  tkiedioai^ 
delicacy,  if  their  cause  could  be  naoniikoBU 
not  be  allowed  to  come  in  Elision  viikiejiil. 
lie  interest;  and,  I  believe, I loapiwii^ 
to  General  Armstrong. 

On  the  following  moiniog  I  Mtootiiiki^ 
Secretary  of  War  for  Qeoenl  Wiido'ibt 
quarters,  then  near  the  bridie  as  tlie  Suta 
Branch.  When  we  proceeded  ti  (at  u the  Pni- 
dent's  house,  we  learned  he  had  gooeoBUse. 
Some  other  company  joiaing  ot,!  pmraUiB 
advance,  and  arrived  there  befoRtkeSeerMif; 
where  I  found,  with  General  WiBfo,t]KPi» 
dent,  the  Secretary  of  the  NaTjf,iB<lWim 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  Uuted  Sato,  vitk 
some  military  officers.    Soaie  oMfinttintNl 

Slaoe  in  relation  to  the  route  dteMeafvaiU 
e  most  likely  to  pursue  inappoiekujikettr; 
when  a  messenger  arrived.  Dnifni;  lia  da- 
manding  General  inforouition,couMbfUn 
decisive,  that  they  would  admee  bf  fiti^ 
burg,  and  he  immediatelv  pnmMvti^i^ 
troops  to  that  place.  At  thii  tiae^towf 
of  War  had  arrived.  All  iheneabwrfikt 
Government  that  were  preseat  left  tfee  w* 
Falling  in  conversation  with  the Proi^Miw 
occasion  to  state  to  htm  theimpre«iw«« 
Secretary  of  War,  as  to  the  liae  of  eoiteta 
doty  required  him  to  obacrre  ea  tut  oecMa; 
and  added,  in  substance,  aceordiBgtoBrpi«*| 
recollection,  that  the  very  «itW  «««^. , 
affairs  appeared  to  me  to  reooiw  aU»«"« 
miUtary  skiU  and  abUityeooIdaffiwlijJ*" 
important  an  occasion,  coaaideittioaiaww^; 
as  to  convicting  authority,  8horidB«,[F 
sumed,  be  allowed  to  jeopardiw, »«  »!^ 
the  public  interest;  that  I  rejjietifiiwj*" 
apparently  obaerved  by  the  SeeretiiT «!" 
but  understood  from  him,  he  acted  «aije?«" 
that,  as  General  Winder  wm  app««w »« 
comoiand  of  the  district,  and  the  n«»J^ 
for  its  defence  pUced  at  his  diapoad^w^ 
sidesed  as  possessing  the  right  to  diw^"^ 
ner  of  their  apnlioation ;  and  that,  m  iw^ 
hisopinion,wUhoutBxeeotivetwiro»t»2^ 

be  considered  indelicate,and  perbawjiTJ 
interference  with  the  CommandiBg  0*f »^ 
thority ;  but  that,  if  it  was  kBcwa  to  bt»f 'f 
dent's  pleasure,  he  would  afford  anry^ «" 

r)wer,  oy  his  preaenee  and  advioe;  iw"rL 
alsQ  stated  that,  considering  ^e  ettawjj 
and  menacing  asoect  of  onrafiir»,iw 


my  duty  to  make  him  this  commoiuctj*^ 
in  case  he  should  think  P^per,  iw  PJ^ 
which  the  Secretary  acted  nught  wf^^ 
The  President  replied,  as  I  o»^«"!l«ef 
General  Armstrong  might  havekaowafl?^'^ 
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order  girea  bj  him  would  readily  meet  with  the 
BxecQtiTe  stnetion ;  and  there  was  no  doabt  any 
sagf^estions  fronti  him  would  be  duly  attended  to 
bf  General  Winder.  Upon  my  remarking  I  had 
reason  to  belieye,  without  his  approbation,  the 
Secretary  would  not  interpose  his  opinion,  or  take 
any  part  in  the  business  of  the  day,  the  President 
obseryed,  be  would  speak  to  him  on  the  subject. 
The  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  my* 
self,  were  then  on  horseback.  The  President 
joined  the  Secretary,  and  some  conTersation  took 
place  between  them,  the  purport  of  w1»ich  I  did 
not  hear. 

The  President,  after  parting  from  the  Secretary, 
observed  to  me  ne  had  spoken  to  Qeneral  Arm- 
strong on  the  subject  I  had  named  to  him,  and 
that  no  difficulty,  he  presumed  Would  occur  in 
the  ease ;  that  any  suggestions,  made  by  the  Sec« 
retarv,  would,  witnout  doubt,  receive  due  atten* 
tion  from  the  Commanding  G^eral,  and,  should 
anjr  objection  be  made  on  the  ground  of  authority, 
the  matter  might  readily  be  adjusted,  as  he  would 
not  himself  be  far  distant ;  and  the  Secretary's 
order,  (I  presume  it  was  meant  in  writing.)  given 
on  the  field,  if  necessary,  would  be  considered  as 
carryiog  with  it  the  Executive  sanction. 

The  foregoing  is,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  the  substance  of  what  the  President 
communicated  to  me  after  conyerslng  with  Gfen- 
era!  Armstrong.  It.  howerer,  occurred  in  the 
midst  of  much  bustle,  and  where  various  other 
subjects  presented  themselves  for  consideration ; 
it  is  therefore  possible  I  may  not  have  understood 
him  correctly,  or  may  not  now  recollect  all  that 
passed. 

Some  general  couTersation  took  place  about 
this  time  respecting  the  probable  force,  move- 
ments, and  objects,  of  the  enemy ;  also  respecting 
the  direction  to  be  given  to  certain  portions  of  our 
own  troops,  particularly  those  under  Commodore 
Barney,  who  had  not  been  put  in  motion,  and 
whom  the  Commodore  appeared  rery  desirous 
should  be  permined,  with  himself,  to  tSKe  a  share 
in  the  expected  battle.    Mention  was  also  made 
of  the  precaniionary  measures  proper  to  be  taken, 
in  the  possible  event  of  the  enemy's  success  against 
the  city,  respecting  the  public  property  at  the 
Navy  Yard,  dte. ;  also,  the  propriety,  suggested 
in  such  case,  of  the  members  of  the  Government 
convening  at  some  suitable  place,  to  determine  on 
ulterior  arrangements;  and  Fredericktown  was 
agreed  on  as  best  calculated  for  that  purpose. 

After  parting  with  the  President,  I  joined  the 
Secretary  of  War.  then  on  his  way  to  Biadens- 
burg;  he  observeo  the  President  had  spoken  to 
him  respecting  the  operations  of  the  day ;  that 
he  would  proceed  to  the  scene  of  action ;  and,  if 
there  should  be  occasion,  would  suggest  to  the 
Commanding  General  whatever  occurred  to  him 
as  likely  to  be  useful ;  and,  should  it  become  ne- 
cessary, he  would,  on  the  field,  give  a  written 
order  that  would  carry  with  it,  of  course,  official 
authority.  He  did  not,  however,  state  to  me  the 
particulars  of  the  conversation  that  passed  be- 1 
tween  the  President  and  himself.  Near  the  turn- 1 
pike  gate  I  parted  with  the  Secretary;  the  state  of  | 


my  health  required  that  I  ahonld  return  to  nay 

lodffing. 

The Tore^ing  contalna  all  that  oeenrs  to  me 
at  present,  m  relation  to  the  specific  inquiries  of 
the  committee. 

On  the  subject  of  their  general  inquiry,  respect- 
ing the  causes  of  the  capture  of  the  Seat  of  Got- 
ernmebt,  it  is  not  probable  I  can  add  anything  to 
the  inforfkiation  they  already  possess,  derived  from 
other  sources.  A  combination  of  circumstances^ 
not  easily  accounted  for,  some  of  which  could  not 
probably  have  been  anticipated,  and  others  against 
which  it  mijfht  have  been  diflkuU  to  pronde  by 
any  precautions  that  could  hare  been  aaopted,  led, 
it  IS  believed,  to  that  event. 

The  sudden  advance  of  the  enemy,  after  hiaar* 
rival  on  our  coast,  so  considerable  a  distance 
into  the  country ;  destitute  aa  he  was  known  to 
be  of  cavalry,  and,  in  a  great  degree,  of  artillery^ 
as  well  as  of  the  means  of  transporting  provisions; 
without  delaying  to  establish  garrisons,  or  other- 
wise to  provide  for  keeping  open  his  commuaica* 
tion  with  his  shipping  ana  supplies;  was  a  mea- 
sure that  could  not,  it  is  presumed,  be  justified  on 
any  military  principle,  and  may  not,  therefore, 
have  been  anticipated  in  time  to  provide  effec- 
tually against  its  consequences.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  tardy  movements  of  the  militia^  called 
on  from  the  neighboring  States  for  the  defence  of 
the  city,  and  their  consetjuent  failure  to  arrive  in 
time,  at  the  scene  of  action,  whatever  may  hare 
occasioned  it,  may  undoubtedly  be  considered  aa 
the  principal  cause  of  the  catastrophe  that  fol* 
lowed. 

How  far  the  troops  who  had  arrived,  and  were 
present,  might,  under  the  guidance  of  different 
management,  have  succeeded  in  retarding  the 
enemy,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  reinforcementa 
hourly  expected,  in  finally  repulsing  him,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  decide :  and  it  ia  a  qoeation  on  which 
even  military  men  may  not  perhaps  agree. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &. 

G.W.CAMPBELL. 
Hon.  K.  M.  J0BM8OM,  dbc. 


8UB8I8TIlfO  TttB  JMK. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Houses  January  85, 1016.] 

HbusB  or  RiraisniiTATivU) 

MHmater,  Id,  1814. 

Sib:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  ob 
Military  Affiiira  to  ask  information  ott  the  fottow^ 
ing  points: 

1.  What  is  the  present  mfode  of  subsisting  the 
army? 

2.  If  by  contracts,  what  are  the  defects,  if  any. 
and  the  remedy  7 

3.  Whether  any  other  mode  can  be  adopted, 
combining,  in  a  greater  degree,  certaintr  atia 
promptitude  with  economy  and  responsibility? 

4.  Whether  the  alternative  offered  bv  law,  of 
substituting  commissaries  to  contractors,  haa  beeft 
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adopted ;  and  if  yes,  what  has  been  the  general 
result? 

I  have  the  boaor  to  be,  with  high  consideration 
and  respect, 

G.  M.TROUP. 


War  Departmemt,  Dec  23, 1814. 

Sir:  Not  wishing  to  rely  altogether  on  my 
own  judgment  in  replying  to  your  inquiries  re- 
lating to  the  best  mode  of  subsisting  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  I  have  consulted  the  officers  of 
greatest  experience  who  were  within  my  reach, 
on  the  presumption  that  I  should  best  promote 
the  Tiews  of  the  committee,  bv  collecting  i^li  the 
light  that  I  could  on  the  subject.  I  have  the 
honor  now  to  submit  to  you  a  letter  from  General 
Scott,  one  from  General  Gaines,  and  one  from 
Colonel  Fen  wick,  which  meet  fully  those  inqui- 
ries in  every  circumstance.  These  officers  give 
a  decided  preference  to  the  system  of  supply  by 
commissaries,  in  preference  to  that  by  contractors ; 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  officers  gen- 
erally concur  with  them  in  that  preference.  It 
has  my  unoualified  assent. 

Should  tne  proposed  plan  be  adopted,  it  will 
readily  occur  to  the  committee  that  tne  commis- 
aaries  to  be  appointed  should  be  placed  on  a  very 
respectable  footing ;  so  high  a  trust  should  be  com- 
mitted to  such  of  our  citizens  only  as  are  most  dis- 
tinguished for  their  abilities,  their  patriotism,  and 
integrity.  I  shall  be  happy  to  furnish  details  on 
this  subject,  should  the  honorable  committee  de- 
sire it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
Toar  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

Hon.  Mr.  Troup. 

General  Scott^e  Remarke. 

Obesrvations  on  the  mods  of  sabaisting  an  Army  by 
Contract  and  by  Commissaiiat. 

The  first  method  is  believed  to  be  impolitic, 
and  is  vicious  in  time  of  war ;  also  liable  to  many 
objections  in  a  state  of  peace.  In  time  of  war, 
contractors  mav  betray  an  army  ;  they  are  not 
confidential  ana  responsible  agents,  appointed  by 
the  Government.  The  principal  only  is  known 
to  the  War  Office,  and  therefore  may  be  sup- 
poeed  to  be  free  from  this  objection ;  but  his  dep- 
uties and  issuing  agents  are  appointed  without 
the  concurrence  or  knowledge  of  the  General  or 
the  Government.  The  deputies  or  issuing  agents 
are  necessarily  as  well  acquainted  with  the  nu- 
merical strength  of  the  army  to  which  they  are 
attached,  as  the  Adjutant  General  himself.  For 
a  bribe  they  may  communicate  this  intelligence 
to  the  enemy,  or  fail  to  make  issues  at  some  crit- 
ical moment,  and  thus  defeat  the  best  views 
and  hopes  of  the  Commander-in-chief.  The 
movements  of  an  army  are  necessarily  subor- 
dinate to  its  means  of  subsistence;  or,  as  Mar- 
shal Saze  expresses  it,  to  considerations  connected 
with  the  belly.  The  present  mode  of  subsisting 
oar  armies,  puts  the  contractors  above  the  Gen- 


eral. If  a  liontractor  correspoadt  vjih  tbe  eaa& 
he  can  only  be  ttied  by  the  mil  conm  Jil 
United  States,  as  in  the  case  of  oi^,  ^ 
cbarffed  with  treason ;  (courts  maniilhaiLd!! 
cided  that  contractors  do  not  cooe  tiihia  tlie 
meaninff  of  the  60th  article  of  the  raWu^if. 
tides  of  war;)  and  if  a  cootractor  fills  i^qi^ 
issues,  he  can  only  be  paoisbed  by  ciril  ti^m, 
I  speak  of  cases  arising  within  the  liniiuofi^ 
United  States.  In  the  enemy's  eoanirr,  I  {dv 
pose,  a  General  who  knows  his  duly,  wild  bJ 
fail  to  hang  a  contractor  who  shoQlii.  ijpaitf 
neglect  or  corruption,  brinf  toy  xriou  ii 
aster  upon  the  army.  A  sudden  CTotilniuiili 
obliges  a  General  to  order  troops  to  tdistuiui 
new  station ;  notice  is  given  to  this  mnen 
to  supply,^. ;  but  the  Uiler,fiDdlogihatp(OBflt 
arrangements  will  diminish  his  proiiii,pia^t 
want  of  reasonable  notice.  This  tern  is  io^ 
nite,  and  if  the  General  and  contnctotdife;!! 
can  only  be  settled  by  a  conrt  of  comnus  law. 
It  is  no  reply  to  his  objection  to  ny,tiia(,ni 
sudden  emergency,  like  that  8appoKd,tkeGei- 
eral  may  appoint  a  special  agent  tosopplytbe 
troops,  by  purchases  on  aeconot  of  the  Unitej 
States.  This  would  only  show  the  sgpenodtj 
of  a  commissariat. 

The  interests,  of  the  contractor  ire  in  ptm 
opposition  to  those  of  the  troops  TAe  eieefa 
provided  by  the  contract  may  beaffieieattp  pre- 
vent abuse,  if  the  officers  are  TJplut  and  bire 
leisure  to  resort  to  those  cbecb->ivtia  ike 
army  is  on  a  forced  march,ori8ni«nienHA 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  the  eontnciotbau^ 
power  to  practise  many  impositiou  villi  iopo* 
nity,  as  in  the  case  of  an  army  or  deueliQat  or- 
dered to  march  on  short  notiee,  to  tike  viti  it 
subsistence  for  a  given  time.  la  sach  eise.i^ 
is  no  time  for  a  formal  surrey  or  mnntei&sp» 
tion  of  the  rations  offered  by  the  mmnit 
cording  to  the  mode  pointed  ootiaiiueoitnet. 
The  contractor  avails  himself  of  thebviTofik 
moment,  and  issues  provisions  dcficienaqiu- 
tity  and  qualitv.  Unless  the  rations, Uixtttf 
ate  received  by  the  regimental  qaarten^ 
are  surveyed  and  condemned,  there  is  lortiMI 
except  by  a  civil  action  on  the  «*?'•*'? 
citizen  and  citizen.  Contractors,  is  betoR  » 
served,  are  not  amenable  to  coarumartiii  m 
option  given  to  the  contractor  under  the  entiK; 
operates  to  the  prejudice  of  the  troops,iMwt 
quently  embarrasses  the  General:  asinURO'^ 
bread  or  flour,  either  of  which  thecosttijafg 
issue  at  pleasure.  Eighteen  oanees  of  fl^^ 
yield  twenty-seven  of  bread;  therefore,  f»^ 
soldier  finds  it  convenient  to  bake  hisoniR^ 
or  to  commute  his  ftour  for  twenty  or  n»'!'^ 
ounces  of  bread,  the  contractor  will»<»fi» 
to  issue  flour,  because  he  loo  finds  ^^^^\ 
venience,and  reserves  to  himself  the  pr»i.Jf 
der  other  circumstances,  when  both  tw^ 
and  contractor  find  it  inconvenient oriapj*; 
to  bake  bread,  the  latter  avails  himself  oti^f 
tion,  and  issues  flour.  Under  this  Qaf^y*^- 
is  impossible  for  the  General  to  ciiei»?'^ 
march  with  precision.   When  the  ii«F'^ 
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flour  instead  of  bread,  more  time  most  be  allowed 
for  cooking.    It  is  this  option  which  prevents  the 
General  from  obliging^  the  eontractor  to  pcoTide 
magazines  of  hard  bread  for  prompt  mofements 
and  expeditions,  in  which  bread  wagons  cannot 
follow  the  troops.    Hard  bread  occupies,  com- 
paratively, bat  little  space.    To  attaiq  an  import- 
ant object,  every  soldier  mav  verv  well  carry  in 
his  haversack  five  or  sk  days'  bread  (without 
meat)  and  thus  march  more  than  one  hundred 
miles  independent  of  ovens^  wagons,  or  contrac- 
tors.   Our  armies  have  sometimes  been  supplied 
with  hard  bread  in^  the  following  manner:  The 
contractor  delivers  flour,  and  has  credit  for  so 
many  rations  of  that  article  as  are  contained  in 
the  barrels  delivered  at  once.    The  Q^nartermis- 
ter  General  causes  the  flour  to  be  converted  into 
hard  bread,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 
The  bread  is  then  turned  over  to  the  contractor, 
who  issues  it  to  th«  troops,  receiving  a  certain  per 
centage  for  his  trouble.    Nothing  can  more  clearly 
demonstrate  the  necessity  of  appointing  commia- 
sariats  to  supply  the  army  in  the  place  of  con- 
tractors.   It  18  almost  impossible  for  the  General 
to  compel  the  contractor  to  supply  the  troops  re- 
gularly with  soap  and  vinegar  (component  parts 
of  the  rations)  because  the  trouble  of  procuring 
them  generally  exceeds  the  contract  prices  of 
these  articles;  and  yet,  nothing  can  be  more  es- 
sential to  the  cleanliness  and  health  of  troops. 
The  contractor  generally  endeavors  to  give  whis- 
key in  the  way  of  commutation,  which  costs  the 
officers  much  exertion  to  prereot.    If  the  contract 
system  is  continued,  I  would  recommend  diminish- 
ing the  allowance  for  whiskey,  and  the  reverse 
for  vinegar,  soap,  and  candles. 

It  would  be  endless  to  trace  the  petty  villanies 
which  contractors  are  daily  tempted  to  commit, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  troops,  arising  out  of  this 
opposition  of  interests  before  noticed.    The  in- 
terests of  the  contractor  put  him  perpetually  on 
the  alert.    The  vigilance  of  the  officer  is  some- 
times necessarily  relaxed.    There  is  no  such  op- 
position between  duty  and  interest  in  the  case  of 
commissariats,  who  purchase  and  issue  on  account 
of  Government.    A  commissary,  if  destitute  of 
character,  might  be  disposed  to  charge  the  Gk)v- 
ernment  more  for  a  barrel  of  whiskey,  or  a  bul- 
lock, or  flour,  than  the  article  cost  him ;  but  it 
can  never  be  his  interest  to  impose  unsound  pro- 
Tisions  on  the  troops.    It  is  presumed  that,  if 
a  commissariat  be  resorted  to,  the  officers  com- 
posing it  will  be  appointed  on  the  usual  evidences 
of  character,  and  subjected  to  martial  law.    It 
will  not  be  necessary  to  give  them  rank,  except 
as  it  respects  each  other,  as  Commissary  Gen- 
eral, Deputy  and  Assistant  Commissary  General. 
Such  is  the  practice  in  the  French  and  English 
armies. 

W.  SCOTT. 

General  Cfaxnee^e  remarke  on  OonimcUfor  Pro- 
vieionSj  ^. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  trou- 
bling you  with  complaints,  bat  my  own  exertions 


to  enforce  the  contract,  and  insure  regular  supplies 
of  rations,  having  failed,  I  am  compelled  to  resort 
to  this  mode  of  seeking  a  remedy. 

The  sub-contractor  at  Wilmington  has  not  fui- 
nished  a  day's  rations  for  near  two  weeks  past. 
The  sub-contractor  at  Billinssport,  New  Jersey. 
as  well  as  the  one  at  Marcus  Hook,  our  principal 
encampment,  have,  in  defiance  of  mj  frequent 
orders  and  threats,  and  contrary  to  their  contract^ 
contrived  to  palm  upon  the  troops  the  coarsest  and 
cheapest  provision^  and  sueh  as  are  often  dam- 
ajged.  To  effect  this  criminal  species  of  specular 
tion,  they  keep  in  store  little  more,  and  often  not 
as  much,  as  is  necessary  to  meet  the  returns  fronk 
day  to  day ;  hence  the  troops  are  often  compelled 
to  draw  damaged  provisions,  or  draw  none  at  alL 
This  conduct,  on  the  part  or  the  sub-con tractorS|. 
occasioned  yesterday,  at  Marcus  Hook,  such  se- 
rious  disorders  in  some  of  the  corps,  that  it  be* 
came  necessary  to  confine  two  young  officers,  and 
some  twenty  men ;  and  I  this  evening  received  a 
report  ftom  Billingsport,  that  the  troops  th^r« 
have  been  all  day  without  provisions,  the  rationa 
offered  for  issue  in  the  morning  being  so  much 
damaj^ed  as  to  require  their  condemnation,  I 
have  inst  now  purchased  and  forwarded  a  supply. 
The  New  Jersey  militia  are  very  orderly. 

I  have  uniformly  given  the  best  attention  in  my 
power,  ever  since  the  commencement, of  the  war, 
to  the  supply  of  rations,  and  the  conduct  of  con* 
tractors;  and  if  I  were  called  before  Heaven  to 
answer  whether  we  have  not  lost  more  men  by 
the  badness  of  provisions  than  by  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  I  should  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  w« 
had.  And  if  asked  what  causes  have  tended  most 
to  retard  our  military  operations,  and  repress  that 
high  spirit  of  enterprise  for  which  the  American 
soldiers  are  pre-eminently  distinguished,  and  the 
indulgence  pf  which  would  not  fail  to  veteranize 
our  troops  bv  the  annoyance  and  destruction  of 
the  enemy.  I  should  say,  the  irregularity  in  the 
supply,  and  badness  of  the  rations,  have  been  the 
principal  causes. 

Original  contractors  seem  to  be  a  privileged 
order  of  men,  who,  by  virtue  of  the  profiu  of  the 
contract,  are  elevated  above  the  dradgery  which 
a  common-sense  view  of  the  contract  would  seem 
to  impose  on  them.  They  take  care  to  secure  to 
themselves  at  least  one  cent  per  ration,  leaving  a 
second  and  sometimes  a  third  order  of  miserable 
under-contractors  to  perform  the  duties,  and  each 
of  these  must  calculate  on  making  money.  Thus 
the  contract,  after  being  duly  entered  into  at 
Washington,  is  bid  ofi|  until  it  falls  into  the  hands 
of  men  who  are  forced  to  bear  certain  loss  and 
ultimate  ruin,  or  commit  frauds  by  furnishing 
damaged  provisions.  They  generally  choose  the 
latter,  though  it  should  tend  to  destroy  the  Army. 
I  know  the  opinion  of  no  officer  on  this  subject 
who  does  not  think  with  me. 

It  is  true,  that,  in  mojst  cases  where  purchases 
have  been  ordered  by  the  General,  on  the  failures 
of  the  contractor,  the  provisions  have  cost  mora 
than  the  ordinary  contract  price;  But  this  proTet 
nothing  in  favor  of  the  contract  system ;  but,  on 
the  contrary, proves  that  the  contractor,  when  una* 
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M#  to  pyrehtse  below  tke  contract  pricey  with- 
•dnwB  himself  from  the  serTice,  i^nd  leaves  the 
troops  to  soffer,  or  be  supplied  by  order  of  the 
-Qeoeral,  with  little  or  oo  previous  notice,  so  that 
the  purebasisff  officer  is  oUiged  to  take  what  can 
he  got,  at  the  highest  prices.  And  these  failures 
Ifenerallf  take  place  when  near  the  enemy,  and 
where  regular  supplies  are  most  wanted.  The 
Mirohnses  are  ordered  by  the  Qenerai,  and  made 
hf  the  officers  when  their  timeis  most  precious, 
and  their  attention  eonstantljr  called  to  their  rcg- 
iriar  duties.  Under  theee  cueumsunces,  it  is  in 
▼min  to  expect  purchaees  at  very  low  prices*  But 
if,  instead  of  a  contractor,  a  commiasioned  officer 
•hbald  be  authorized  to  supply  the  rations  at  the 
original  cost  of  the  provisions,  and  should  be 
allowed  a  little  time  to  look  out  for  the  beet  mar- 
kets^ and  be  eoaUed  by  punctual  payments  to  sup- 
port the  public  credit,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
aupplies  would  not  only  be  good  and  regular,  but 
«ten  lower  than  they  can  be  under  any  contract 
ayitem.  ^Commissioned  officers  only  should  be 
«m|doyed  in  this  duty— men  who  stand  most  sol- 
emnlj  pledged  to  serve  the  United  States  honestly 
and  faithfully,  and  to  obey  orders-^men  who  mJay 
be  caahiered  or  capitally  punished  by  military 
law,  for  neglect  of  duty,  or  for  fraudulent  pne- 


I  feel  persuaded  that  I  could,  with  the  assist* 
ance  of  one  of  the  general  staS,  and  the  regimental 
^aitermasters,  supply  the  troops  altogether  and 
ownpletely,  without  bieiog  more  frequently  called 
fiNND  my  other  duties  than  the  neclects  in  the 
eontnetor's  department  have  usually  called  me. 
If  you  should  deem  an  experiment  desirable,  I  will 
nnst  cheerfully  undertake  it,  mid  pledge  myself 
thnt  the  nttona  shall  not  cost  more  than  eighteen 
eoita,  and  probably  not  so  much. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  moat  refl^ctfoily,  sir, 
|«ur  ob«dient  servant, 

£.  P.  GAINES. 

Hon.  Jasna  Movnoa,  Skc^rj  cf  War. 


Cdhnd  Femnck^s  remarkf  antupplying  the  Army 

withpnmnons. 

WA4BWOT01I,  Dec  23, 1814. 

In  eonformity  with  your  comaMinds,  I  have  the 

honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  present  means  of  vie- 

tonlliog  our  Army  by  contract,  the  impositions  and 

4nnger  attending  such  m  mode  of  supply,  and  the 

sity  of  destroying  the  evil  by  substituting  a 


Contracts  are  never  fulfilled  to  the  letter,  and  ne- 
fer  will  be  so  long  as  avarice  exisu.  And,  where 
ao  many  opportunities  present  themselves  to  the 
military  contractor  for  imposition  and  fraud,  we 
must  expect  he  will  avail  himself  of  them.  That 
his  fortune  may  be  made  with  too  great  rapidity 
for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  soldier,  every 
expedient  is  resorted  to  to  increase  his  profits. 
Biead  half  baked,  sour  flour,  damaged  meat,  are 
nmoDgst  the  maoy  resources  they  employ.  More 
than  half  the  Issues  are  made  without  the  smaller 
parts  of  the  rations.  Vinegar,  soap{  and  candles, 
are  retained  under  the  most  frivolous  excuses  j 


and  you  are.  sir,  feasible  how  mimn  lo  tk 
soldier's  health  most  be  both  m^iaifia^ 
These  evils  I  have  wiuicsMd  ineiBiiirtofSi 
country.  Seldom  could  lb«inia|Wn^reaidL 
because  the  comniandiDgoflicerlttdMiiMilM!^ 
the  abuse  could  not  be  pooished;  tko^uu!: 
was  beyond  his  control.  Diacsoic&tnnntiii 
amongst  the  men,  bat  compliiBt  itofiQini 
unprofitable ;  for,  if  the  provuioBiiiteoidf^ 
the  sgent  is  so  dilatory  in  rqJsdii  tliiTJ 
the  men  get  no  food  for  the  grettet  nitifutiL 
whole  of  that  day.*  These  ire  (besBsi/ 
complaint  with  tlie* Army,  and  tbe  bfbietf 
operations  may  be  frustiaifd  bytlsimmigr 
tardy  contractor,  or  his  dishoneit  i^i^i 
base  enough  to  defraud  the  nidia,  ^^ 
equall]r  so  in  commnaicatiDg  witb  \k  wm. 
The  history  of  all  the  wan  in  Sorope  is^ni 
treachery,  whenever  a  Power  depoMlats 
supplies  on  contractors.  NemerootiRilei. 
stances  of  failures  of  eipeditioos  ia  tknntf 
Marlborough  and  Frederick.  CoBtnctonodkei 
ageou  were  the  principals  ia  the  aiselueL  h 
our  own  campaignsf  we  htfealrndy expenwel 
this  eviL  Many  other  ressoni  migkt  bea^ 
how  and  why  supplies  will  faii,if  tiusHdcnrf 
contract  is  continued.  It  do«  sot  ant  iiu; 
army  in  Europe.  It  has  proren  iixlf  iilitfiMi 
and  expensive  in  a  high  degree.  Initk  Brit- 
ish, riveted  as  they  are  tooldhii^hTtliM 
compelled  to  abandon  it,aDdasiieikecuuiB- 
sariat  of  the  Contiaent.  Lord  HfSafmmaiu 
of  the  impossibility  of  sopplra|  ^  m^  i& 
Spain  by  auy  other  meaas.  ThaeuMittiftf 
cer  ot  soldier  in  the  Arny  wiMwnlliKApn' 
tion  you  to  do  away  this  destriieUTeif!ta,a< 
substitute  commissaries,  who  would  be  awe^ 
by  feeling,  honor,  and  the  lesr  of  diipitt 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  fciysnit» 
spect  and  consideration,  yoir  obedicBtsmH 
jbHNR.FBRWIC£ 


KELATIVE  POWERS  OF  THE  GEM 
AND  STATE  GOTBBNIffiRTS  0TB  TB 
MILITIA. 

[Commonicatsd  to  the  Senile,  tAmn^^^ 
Mr.  OiLBB  made  the  foUowisg  repon: 
The  Committee  of  the  SeoateosMw^ 
fairs,  uodentandiag  that  serious  diftn>^< 
opinion  existed  between  the  RxeefltiTeut^ 
of  the  United  States  and  the  tuthontis'^ 
of  the  individual  States,  respeeusf  w^ 
powera  of  the  General  and  StsieG^^ 
over  the  militia,  deemed  it  aa  iB««B^?;" 
them  to  call  for  informatioa  upos  tbatlfU!^ 
teresiing  subject,  with  a  view  of  inwp«"t,^ 
found  practicable,  some  legislatire  J^^Jl 
the  mutual  accommodation  of. such  vSef^ 
For  this  purpose,  on  the  7th  hnwj\i^^ 
tueof  instructions  from  the  cofflini(teei<^ 

*  OocuRsd  St  New  Yoik. 

t  At  Blsok  Cxsek,  Upper  Csasds. 
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was  addrested  to  tb^  bQnoraUe  S«eFetar)r  for  the 
DepartmeDt  o^  War,  a  copy  of  whick  accompa- 
Bies  tbia  report;  and,  ia  reply  thereto,  the  com- 
mittee reeeiTed  from  him  the  letter  mad  documents 
which  also  accompany  this  report. 

Althoogh  the  retnrn  of  peace  luu^  for  the  prea- 
eat,  reliered  the  committee  from  the  necessity  of 
proTidiog  a  legislative  remedy  for  these  unfortn- 
Date  differences,  yet  the  committee  conceive  that 
the  points  in  question  are  of  vital  imporlance  to 
the  sfseotial  ri^^hte  and  pc^wers  6f  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  preten- 
sions of  the  authorities  of  the  States  of  Massa^ 
chnsettt,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  set  op 
ia  opposition  thereto,  if  now  acquiesced  in,  might 
be  resumed  by  the  State  authorities  in  the  event 
of  a  future  war,  and  thus  deprive  the  GoTernment 
of  the  United  States  of  some  of  its  most  efficient 
legitimate  means  of  prosecuting  such  war  with 
▼igorand  effect;  the  conunittee  have  therefore 
thought  proper  to  present  the  papers  concerning 
this  subject  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration. 

Whilst  the  committee  will  refrain  from  enter- 
ing into  arguments  to  fortify  the  grounds  taken 
by  the  Bzecuiive  Government  on  this  subject, 
and  explained  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War,  they  feel  themselves  im- 
pelled b]r  a  sense  of  justice  to  ejpre»  a  decided 
approbation  of  its  conduct,  in  supporting  and  pre^ 
serving  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
against  the  effects  of  the  pretensions  of  the  State 
authorities  aforesaid,  which,  after  full  considera- 
tion, the  committee  oelleve  not  warranted  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  deducible  from  any  fair  and  just 
interpretation  of  its  principles  and  objects.  The 
directandiaevrtable  tendencies  of  those  preten- 
sions, in  the  opinioa  of  the  committee,  would  be, 
to  deprive  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
ai  powers  essentially  necessary  to  insure  the 
common  defence,  one  of  the  great  objects  com- 
mitted to  its  charge ;  to  introduce  discordant  and 
contradictory  conasek  into  the  national  delibera- 
tions) upon  a  point,  too,  of  all  others,  most  re^ 
quiring  union  of  thought  and  of  action ;  to  change 
the  fundamental  character  of  the  Constitution 
itselfi  and  thus  eventually  to  produce  its  destruc- 
tioD|  by  dabilitatittg  the  Gtoverament,  and  render- 
iBg  it  lacompeteM  to  the  i^eat  objects  of  its 
institution ;  and  to  substitute  in  its  stead  the  dia- 
menabernaeat  of  these  United  Statesj  with  all  the 
borrible  consequences  respectively  resulting  firoiB 
diaaoion* 


CoMMiTTBu  Cbambbb,  fon.  7, 1815. 
Sir  :  The  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Military 
A«ffaira  having  observed  that  diffi»reiiees  exist  b»- 
rween  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and  of 
tome  of  the  individual  States,  respecting  the  rela- 
ire  command  of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army 
md  of  the  militia,  when  called  to  act  together  in 
certain  cases,  has  insuucted  ma  to  ask  for  such 
a  formation  upon  that  subject  as  may  be  in  pos- 
easioQ  of  your  Department;  and  to  inquire  whe- 
ber,  in  your  judgment,  some  legislative  provisions 
aighi  not  be  adopted,  which  would  tend  to  heal 


such  dififerences,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
otheirs  from  the  same  cause,  and  to  ihcilitate  the 
operations  of  your  Department  in  that  respect? 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration,  dbc. 

WM.  R  GILES, 

Ch4xirman, 
Hon.  Ja8.  Monroe, 

feretory  qf  War. 

Dai^ABTMENT  Of  War,  /U.  II,  1815; 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  7th  ultimo,  stating  that  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  Senate  had  observed  that  diffl- 
cuities  had  arisen  between  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States  and  some  of  the  individual  States, 
respecting,  the  relative  command  of  the  officers 
of  the  regular  army  and  of  the  militia,  when,  called 
to  act  together,  and  were  desirous  of  such  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  as  this  Department  miffht 
{Kssess,  and  of  its  opinion  whether  some  legisla- 
tive prorisions  misht  not  be  adopted  which  would 
,tend  to  heal  such  differences,  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  the  like  for  the  same  causes,  and  to  fa- 
cilitate the  operations  of  the  Department  in  other 
respects. 

My  late  indisposition  will.  I  trust,  explain  satis- 
factorily to  the  committee  tne  cause  of  the  delay 
of  my  answer,  which  I  have  much  regretted. 

In  complying  with  the  request  of  the  commit- 
tee, it  has  appeared  to  me  advisable  to  communi- 
cate all  the  documents  in  this  Departmoit  rela- 
ting to  the  objects  of  its  inquiry.  By  a  detailed 
view  of  the  several  measures  which  have  been 
adopted  by  the  President,  since  the  war,  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  in  discbarge  of  the  duties 
imposed  on  him  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States;  of  the  objections  to  those 
measures  by  the  Executives  of  some  of  the  States; 
and  of  the  correspondence  between  this  Depart- 
ment and  the  military  authorities  acting  under 
it,  with  the  Bxecntives  of  such  States,  the  com- 
mittee will  see  the  grounds  of  the  differences 
which  have  attractea  attention,  and  be  enabled 
to  judge  how  far  any  legislative  interposition 
may  be  useful  or  proper. 

The  paper  A  contains  a  copy  of  the  letters  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States,  detailing  their  respective  quotas 
of  militia,  under  the  acts  of  Congress. 

B  ia  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  the  Military  Committees  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  bearing  date  on  the 
21st  day  of  December,  1813,  communicating  a 
division  of  the  United  States  into  military  dis- 
tricts, then  contemplated  by  the  Department  of 
War,  with  thereasons  for  it ;  which  division,  with 
certain  modifications,  was  afterwards  adopted. 
This  report  treats  on  some  subjects  not  imme- 
diately within  the  scope  of  the  call  of  the  com- 
mittee, yet,  treating  in  all  its  parts  on  the  import- 
ant subject  of  defence,  and  thereby  iniimately 
connected  with  the  object  of  the  call,  I  have 
thought  that  a  view  of  the  whole  paper,  at  this 
time,  would  not  be  unacceptable. 
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C  is  a  copy  of  the  answers  of  the  Gk)7eriior8  of 
seTeral  of  Ch6  States  to  the  Department  of  War, 
on  the  requisitions  made  for  parts  of  their  quotas 
of  militia  under  the  seVeral  acts  of  Congi-ess,  and 
of  the  correspondence  which  passed  between  them 
and  the  Department  of  War»  and  commanders  of 
the  military  districts,  acting  under  it,  within 
which  those  States  were. 

D  i$  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
Governor  of  New  Jersey  and  the  Department  of 
War,  relating  to  the  appointment  of  the  Governor 
of  New  York  to  the  command  of  the  military 
district  No.  3;  a  copy  of  this  correspondence  is 
presented,  to  communicate  to  the  committee  every 
circumstance  that  has  occurred  relating  to  the 
command  of  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes. 

It  appears  by  these  documents,  that  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode 
Island,  have  obiected  to  the  requisitions  made  on 
their  several  States,  for  parts  of  their  respective 
quotas  of  militia,  on  the  following  grounds :  1st. 
That  the  President  has  no  power  to  make  a  requi- 
sition for  any  portion  of  the  militia^  for  either  of 
the  purposes  specified  by  the  Constitution,  unless 
the  Executive  of  the  State,  on  whose  militia  such 
call  is  made,  admits  that  the  case  alleged  exists, 
and  approves  the  call.  2d.  That,  when  the  mili"- 
tia  of  a  Sute  should  be  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  no  officer  of  the  regular  army 
had  a  right  to  command  them,  or  other  person, 
not  an  officer  of  the  militia,  except  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  nerson.  These  being  the 
only  difficulties  which  nave  arisen  between  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States  and  the  Execu- 
tives of  any  of  the  individual  States,  relative  to 
the  command  of  the  militia,  known  to  this  De- 
partment, are,  it  is  presumcMJ,  those  respecting 
which  the  committee  has  asked  information. 

By  these  documents  it  is  also  shown,  that  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  militia  were  called  out  by  the 
Executives  of  these  States,  and  a  part  of  them 

Snt  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  These 
octrines  were  nevertheless  adhered  to.  I  do  not 
go  into  a  detail  on  these  points,  deeming  it  unne- 
cessary, as  all  the  facts  will  be  found  in  the 
documents. 

Respecting,  as  I  do,  and  always  have  done,  the 
rights  of  the  individual  States,  and  believing  that 
the  preservation  of  those  rights,  in  thejr  full  ex- 
tent, according  to  a  just  construction  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Constitution,  is  necessary  to  the  ex- 
istence of  our  Union,  and  of  free  government  in 
these  States^  I  take  a  deep  interest  in  every  ques- 
tion which  involves  such  high  considerations.  I 
have  no  hesitation,  however,  in  declaring  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  the  construction  given  to  the 
Constitution,  by  the  Executives  of  these  States, 
is  repugnant  to  its  principles,  and  of  dangerous 
tendency. 

By  the  Constitution,  Congress  has  power  to 
provide  for  callinj^  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions ;  to  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
ing, and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  govern- 
ing such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in 


the  service  of  the  United  Stit«t«si„u ., ., 
States,  respectively,  the  .ppoiJ^S?^^^^ 
cers,  and  the  auihonty  of  traiflio|i|«njii^!7 
cording  to  the  discipline  prescriWWnnB., 

The>resident  is 'likewise  mSS? 
in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Natyolffi 
States,  and  of  the  militia  of  thewenlZur 
when  called  into  the  actnalsemeeofiteHiS 
States.  ** 

The  power  which  is  ilitisgiTato(w 
by  the  people  of  the  United  Sutei,t9mri£fir 
calling  forth  the  militia,  for  the  prnpoBtKoi^ 
in  the  Constitution,  is  nneoDditknl  |^ 
complete  power,  vested  in  the  NibnK^tnh 
ment,  extending  to  all  these  porfioses.  Vkm 
dependent  on  the  assent  of  theExeeoQTaolt^ 
individual  States,  it  might  be  entiielj  {nstaui 
The  character  of  the  GovetnoMiitinnidiiBdnD 
an  entire  and  radical  chan^  Tke  Suit  Eg. 
cutives  might  deny  that  tbe  ease  bid  mnti 
which  justified  the  call,  and  vithkokitlieiitia 
from  the  service  of  the  Geoenl  Gotcmkh 

It  was  obviously  the  inteatioaof  thefniDn 

of  the  Constitution,  that  these  poven,  vested  a 

the  General  Government,  ihooldlx  igdepeito 

of  the  States'  authorities,  aad  ide^nte  lo  tk 

ends  proposed.    Terms  more coo|nkeiiiiRtha 

those  which  have  been  nsedcmocwellkeoii- 

ceived.    Cong^ress  shall  bare^ieruprDride 

for  calling  forth  the  militia  id eneoie  tbe livi 

of  the  Union.    What  lawi)  All  Un  fliich 

may  be  constitotionally  made,  ^hm^  livi 

are  adopted  for  that  parpoM,  viiba  ibi  ^ 

8co{>e  of  that  power,  whicbdoiotTioltie&eR- 

straints  provided  in  favor  ofthegrettftndiiw 

tal  princii^es  of  liberty,  are  CouutiMu^ 

ouffhtto  be  obeyed.    They  hare  inglittopn- 

vide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  aptranft- 

surrections.     This  right  is  alto  oiqiiliiei  li 

extends  to  every  case  of  insnrrectioiifvvtt^ 

legitimate  adthority  of  the  UoitelSatei  it 

may  be  said  that  the  Government  nfi^^s 

authority,  and  force  the  people  iotoawRcuoB, 

in  defence  of  their  rights.   I  do  not  Ask ^ 

this  is  a  probable  danger  nnder  oor  spt^t" 

that  it  is  the  mode  of  redress,  era  if  tttbw 

should  be  practised,  which  a  free  peop^jaw 

of  their  rights,  ought  to  retort  tfr  tuvp 

which  they  have  to  change  their  Rpieseaurs 

in  the  Legislative  and  Exeenure  bruebsf^ji 

€k>vemment,  at  short  intervali^  tal,  ^^ 

the  whole  system  of  measures,  if  ibef  s* 

think  proper,  is  an  ample  secority  t^^ 

abuse,  and  a  remedy  for  it,  if  it  shooW«ff  ^ 

Congress  have  also  a  right  to  proTi(le&f*flj 

forth  the  militia  to  repel  invadons;  ns^'' 

by  fa.ir  construction,  is,  in  my  jodgnaJ-** » 

emplification  of  tbe  power  over  iJie«^>^* 

enable  the  Gk>Ternmcnt  to  proseeste « *| 

with  effect,  and  not  the  limitatioa  of  i^^. 

construction,  to  tbe  special  case  of  ik^^^ 

the  enemy  on  any  particular  Vt^^^,^^ 

tory.    War  exists ;  the  enemy  is  po«^  • 

preparations  are  extensive;  we  n»yfl*/ 

attacks  in  many  quarters.    S^^'^i^g) 

active  specutora  of  the  daqgers  wkici''^ 
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us,  without  making  the  arraogementB  suggested 
by  in  ordinary  instinctive  foresight,  for  our  de* 
fence  ?  A  regular  army^  in  sufficient  extent,  may 
not  exist.  The  militia  is  the  principal  resource. 
Is  it  possible  that  a  free  people  would  thus  inten- 
tiontllv  trammel  a  Gk)yernment  which  they  had 
created  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  them  in  their 
just  rank,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  ail  their  rights, 
as  a  nation,  against  the  encroachments  of  other 
Powers,  more  especially  after  they  had  experienced 
that  reliancQ  could  not  be  placed  on  the  States 
indindually,  and  that,  without  a  General  Got- 
ernment,  thus  endowed,  their  best  interests  would 
be  sacrificed,  and  even  their  independence  inse- 
cure ?  A  necessary  consequence  of  so  complete 
and  absolute  a  restraint  on  the  power  of  the  Uen- 
eral  Government  over  the  militia,  would  be  to 
force  the  United  States  to  resort  to  standing  ar- 
mies for  all  national  purposes.  A  policy  so 
fraught  with  mischief,  and  so  absurd,  ought  not 
to  be  imputed  to  a  free  people  in  this  enlightened 
age.  It  ought  not,  more  especially,  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  good  people  of  these  States.  Such 
a  construction  of  the  Constitution  is,  in  my 
opinion,  repugnant  to  their  highest  interests,  to 
the  unequivocal  intention  of  its  framers,  and  to 
the  just  and  obvious  import  of  the  instrument 
itself. 

The  construction  given  to  the  ConstitntfoO|  by 
ihe  Executive  is  sanctioned  bv  legislative  author- 
ity, by  the  practice  of  the  Government,  and  by 
;he  assent  and  acquiescence  of  all  the  States,  since 
he  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  to  the  period  of 
:be  late  unhappy  differences,  respecting  which 
ihe  committee  has  desired  to  be  informed.  By 
the  law  of  1795,  the  President  is  authorized  to 
sail  forth  the  militia,  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
n  the  Constitution,  by  a  direct  application  to  the 
militia  officers,  without  any  communication  with. 
}r  reference  to,  the  Executives  of  the  individual 
States,  and  penalties  are  prescribed  for  carrying 
:he  law  iiKo  effect,  should  resort  to  them  be  neces- 
lary.  It  merits  attention,  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
;ion  under  consideration,  that  the  power  given  to 
he  President  to  call  forth  the  militia,  not  made 
lependent,  by  this  law,  on  the  fact  of  an  invasion 
laving  actually  occurred,  but  takes  effect  in  case 
>f  imminent  dancer  of  it.  In  the  year  1795,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  certificate 
>f  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  an  insur- 
-ection  existed  in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
rania,  called  out  the  militia  of  the  several  States 
ncludioff  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  to  suppress 
c  ;  which  call  was  obeyed*  In  this  instane^  the 
issent  of  the  Gk>vernor  of  Pennsylvania  to  the 
(jListence  of  an  insurrection  was  not  asked.  Gen- 
fral  Washington,  who  then  held  the  office  of 
I?hief  Magistrate,  relied  exclusively  on  the  pow- 
rs  of  the  General  Government  for  the  purpose. 
The  opinion  of  the  same  Chief  Magistrate,  of  the 
ower  of  the  General  Gh>vernment  over  the  mili- 
ia,  was  also  made  known  by  another  distinguished 
ct  of  his  Administration.  By  a  report  of  Gen- 
rai  Knox,  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  to  Con- 
ress,  this  doctrine  is  maintained  to  the  utmost  ex 
snt^and  exemplifications  of  it  insisted  on,  which 


prove  that,  from  the  nature  of  our  population,  the 
militia  was  the  force  which,  in  his  iudgment 
ought  principally  to  be  relied  on  for  all  national 
purposes. 

In  the  instances  under  consideration,  powers 
are  granted  to  Congress  for  specified  purposes,  in 
distinct  terms.  A  risht  to  carry  powers,  tkus 
granted,  into  effect,  follows  of  course.  The  Gov- 
ernment to  whom  they  are  granted  must  judge 
of  the  means  necessary  for  the  purpose,  subject 
to  the  checks  provided  by  the  system.  It  adopts 
a  measure  authorized,  supervises  its  execution, 
and  sees  the  impedimenu  to  it.  It  has  a  right  to 
amend  the  law  to  carry  the  power  into  effect. 
If  any  doilbt  existed  on  this  point,  in  any  case, 
on  general  principles,  and  I  see  cause  for  none^  it 
cannot  in  the  presentr— a  power  having  been  ex- 
plicitly granted  to  Congress,  by  the  Constitution, 
to  pass  ail  necessary  and  proper  laws  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  powers  which  are  vested  in 
the  General  Government. 

Equally  unfounded,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  other 
objection  of  the  Executives  of  the  States  above- 
mentioned,  that  when  the  militia  of  a  State  are 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  no 
officer  of  the  regular  army,  or  other  person,  not  a 
militia  officer,  except  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  person,  has  a  right  to  command  them. 

When  tne  mihtia  are  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates,  all  State  authority  over  them 
ceases.  They  constitute  a  part  of  the  national 
force,  for  the  time,  as  essentially  as  do  the  troops 
of  the  regular  army.  Like  the  regular  troops, 
they  are  paid  by  the  nation.  Like  them,  their 
operations  are  directed  by  the  same  Gk>vernmeDt. 
The  circumstance,  that  the  officers  of  the  militia 
are  appointed  by,  and  trained  under,  the  authority 
of  the  State,  individually,  (which  must,  however, 
be  done  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress,)  produces  no  effect  on  the  great  charac- 
ter of  our  [political  institutions,  or  on  the  charac- 
ter and  duties  of  the  militia,  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 


That  the  President,  alone,  has  a  risht  to  com- 

and  the  militia  in  person  when  calwd  into  the 

service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  officer 


of  the  regular  army  can  take  the  command  in  his 
absence,  is  a  construction  for  which  I  can  see 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  to  afford  the  slightest 
pretext.  Is  it  inferred  from  the  circumstancOy 
that  he  is  appointed  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
militia  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States?  The  same  clause  appoints  him  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States.  In  construction  of  law  he  is  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, though  not  present.  His  pres- 
ence is  not  contemplated  in  either  case.  Equally 
necessary  is  it  in  toe  one  as  in  the  other.  What 
has  been  the  practice  under  the  Constitution,  com- 
mencing with  the  first  Chief  Magistrate,  and  pur- 
suing it  under  his  successors,  to  the  present  timel 
Has  any  President  ever  commanded,  in  person, 
either  the  land  and  naval  forces,  or  the  militia  1 
Is  it  not  known  that  the  power  to  do  it  is  vested 
in  him,  principally,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him 
the  control  over  the  military  and  naval  opera- 
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C  is  a  copy  of  the  answers  of  the  Gbrernors  of 
seTeral  of  th6  States  to  the  Department  of  War, 
on  the  requisitions  made  for  parts  of  their  quotas 
of  militia  under  the  several  acts  of  Congress,  and 
of  the  correspondence  which  passed  between  them 
and  the  Department  of  War^  and  commanders  of 
the  military  districts,  acting  under  it,  within 
which  those  States  were. 

D  18  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
GoTernor  of  New  Jersey  and  the  Department  of 
War,  relating  to  the  appointment  of  the  Gh>Ternor 
of  New  York  to  the  command  of  the  military 
district  No.  3;  a  copy  of  this  correspondence  is 
presented,  to  communicate  to  the  committee  every 
circumstance  that  has  occurred  relating  to  the 
command  of  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes. 

It  appears  by  these  documents^  that  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode 
Island,  have  objected  to  the  requisitions  made  on 
their  several  States,  for  parts  of  their  respective 
quotas  of  militia,  on  the  following  grounds :  1st. 
That  the  President  has  no  power  to  make  a  requi- 
sition for  any  portion  of  the  militia^  for  either  of 
the  purposes  specified  by  the  Constitution,  unless 
the  Executive  of  the  State,  on  whose  militia  such 
call  is  made,  admits  that  the  case  alleged  exists, 
and  approves  the  call.  2d.  That,  when  the  mill* 
tia  of  a  State  should  be  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  no  officer  of  the  regular  army 
had  a  right  to  command  theui,  or  other  person, 
not  an  officer  of  the  militia,  except  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  person.  These  being  the 
only  difficulties  which  nave  arisen  between  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States  and  the  Execu- 
tives of  any  of  the  individual  States, -relative  to 
the  command  of  the  militia,  known  to  this  De 


partment,  are,  it  is  presumed,  those  respecting 
which  the  committee  has  asked  information. 

By  these  documents  it  is  also  shown,  that  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  militia  were  called  out  by  the 
Executives  of  these  States,  and  a  part  of  them 

Sut  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  These 
octrines  were  nevertheless  adhered  to.  I  do  not 
go  into  a  detail  on  these  points,  deeming  it  unne- 
cessary, as  all  the  facts  will  be  found  in  the 
documents.     , 

Respecting,  as  I  do,  and  always  have  done,  the 
rights  of  the  individual  States,  and  believing  that 
the  preservation  of  those  rights,  in  thejr  full  ex- 
tent, according  to  a  just  construction  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Constitution,  is  necessary  to  the  ex- 
istence of  our  Union,  and  of  free  government  in 
these  States^  I  take  a  deep  interest  in  every  ques- 
tion which  involves  such  high  considerations.  I 
have  no  hesitation,  however,  in  declaring  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  the  construction  given  to  the 
Constitution,  by  the  Executives  of  these  States, 
is  repugnant  to  its  principles,  and  of  dangerous 
tendency. 

B]r  the  Constitution,  Congress  has  power  to 
provide  for  callinj^  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions;  to  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
ing, and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  govern- 
ing such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in 


the  service  of  the  United  ButeLrBerrjojr 
States,  respectively,  the  appoiatnwit of  ^"^ 
cers,  and  the  authont|r  of  iraioia|4eniiiiiu. 
cording  to  the  discipline  preseribei^Co' 
The  President  is  likewise  BidedmniMit 
in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Nano||k.n«ifI 
States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  ktwI  ZL 
when  called  into  the  actaalserrieeofiht^Jiate 
States. 

The  power  which  is  thusgiTttio(W 
by  the  people  of  the  United  Suiei,tojWTiZ/j, 
calling  forth  the  militia,  for  the  pQrpnsjtt,^^ 
in  the  Constitution,  is  nncoBditioHl  i;j,| 
complete  power,  vested  in  tbeNiiMiiiQvitii. 
ment,  extending  to  all  these  purpon  Kkm 
dependent  on  the  assent  of  tlieEzeciitiTeiQltte 
individual  States,  it  might  be  eotirelf  frmi, 
The  character  of  the  GovernocDt  vonUuac^ 
an  entire  and  radical  chan{[e.  The  Snie  St- 
cutives  mi^ht  deny  that  the  cue  btii  oeeord 
which  justified  the  call,  and  withboidilieiiliia 
from  the  service  of  the  Geoenl  GoTnaeBL 

It  was  obviously  the  inteotioBofibefiiBn 
of  the  Constitution,  that  the8epoven,rBi((i: 
the  General  Government,  ihoold  be  iodepesk 
of  the  States'  authorities,  and  tde^uK  to  tk 
I  ends  proposed.    Terms  more  eonpeiesfirf  du 
I  those  which  have  been  used  eioM tell &r eon- 
ceived.    Congress  shall  hare^fffttpnTide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  id ennie  tiielivi 
of  the  Union.    What  lawsl  M  lift  wbieh 
may  be  constitutionally  madt  ^wn  Irn 
are  adopted  for  that  parpote^  liikii  iIk  ji^ 
8C0[>e  of  that  power,  which  do  not  violaUiktR- 
straints  provided  in  favor  of  the  graifoBdio^ 
tal  princii^es  of  liberty,  are  GonstititioiiiLai 
ouffhtto  be  obeyed.    The]rl^iTt>#<'<'P^ 
vide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  sapjiraii' 
surrections.    This  right  is  ilso  ^vfiM  I 
extends  to  every  ease  of  iosorrectioii^^ik! 
legitimate  authority  of  the  UaiteJSBift  Ii 
may  be  said  that  the  Qoveromeotiifiiiv'B 
authority,  and  force  the  people  iotoiiwR^ 
in  defence  of  their  rights.  Idoooti^<te 
this  is  a  probable  danger  under  onripat* 
that  it  is  the  mode  of  redren,ereiiiffieliw 
should  be  practised,  wbieh  a  free  ps^jj^jv* 
of  their  rights,  ought  to  resort  (o.  T»f 
which  they  have  to  change  their  n^ie^H 
in  the  Legislative  and  ExecniiTc  bnM^«]^ 
Government,  at  short  interrals,  u'*  ^ 
the  whole  system  of  measares,  if  tttef  a* 
think  proper,  is  an  ample  seeoritf  ipsf*  I 
abuse,  and  a  remedy  for  it,  if  it  shw'^f?:  I 
Congress  have  also  a  right  to  pro^''^'  '*'jj 
forth  the  militia  to  repel  inrwioDi.  n*^ 
by  fair  construction,  is,  in  mj  i^¥^^  .1 
emplification  of  the  power  orer  ^*rJ 
enable  the  Oovernment  to  pr«ecB»|»' 
with  effect,  and  not  the  limitatioo  olil^ 
construction,  to  the  special  caseof  i«<*^ 
the  enemy  on  any  particular  P«rtffl^^ 
tory.    War  exists;  the  enemy m|»«^j^ 
preparations  are  extensire;  we  ^l^i^ 
attacks  in  many  quarters.    Shall  we^J| 
active  spectators  of  the  daogeis  wAid'' 
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n»y  without  making  the  arrangemeoU  suggested 
by  an  ordinary  instinctive  foresight,  for  our  de- 
fence ?  A  regular  army,  in  sufficient  ezten  t,  may 
not  exist.  The  militia  is  the  principal  resource. 
If  it  possible  that  a  free  people  would  thus  inten- 
tionally trammel  a  Government  which  they  had 
created  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  them  in  their 
just  rank,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  ul  their  rights, 
as  a  nation,  against  the  encroachments  of  other 
Powers,  more  especially  after  they  had  experienced 
that  reliance  could  not  be  placed  on  the  States 
individually,  and  that,  without  a  Qeaerai  Got- 
ernment,  thus  endowed,  their  best  interests  would 
be  sacridced,  and  even  their  independence  inse- 
cure ?  A  necessary  consequence  of  so  complete 
and  absolute  a  restraint  on  the  power  of  the  Uen- 
eral  Government  over  the  militia,  would  be  to 
force  the  United  States  to  resort  to  standing  ar- 
mies for  all  national  purposes.  A  policy  so 
fraught  with  mischief,  and  so  absurd,  ought  not 
to  be  imputed  to  a  free  people  in  this  enlightened 
age.  It  ought  not,  more  especially,  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  good  people  of  these  States.  Such 
a  construction  of  the  Constitution  is,  in  my 
opinion,  repugnant  to  their  highest  interests,  to 
tke  unequivocal  intention  of  its  framers,  and  to 
the  just  and  obvious  import  of  the  instrument 
itself. 

The  construction  given  to  the  ConstitatloO|  by 
the  Executive  is  sanctioned  by  legislative  author- 
ity, by  the  practice  of  the  Government^  and  by 
the  assent  and  acquiescence  of  all  the  States,  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  to  the  period  of 
the  late  unhappy  differences,  respecting  which 
the  committee  has  desired  to  be  informed.  By 
the  law  of  1795;  the  President  is  authorized  to 
call  forth  the  militia,  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  Constitution,  by  a  direct  application  to  the 
militia  officers,  without  any  communication  with, 
or  reference  to,  the  Executives  of  the  individual 
States,  and  penalties  are  prescribed  for  carrying 
the  law  into  effect,  should  resort  to  them  be  neces- 
sary. It  merits  attention,  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration,  that  the  power  given  to 
the  President  to  call  forth  the  militia,  not  made 
dependent,  by  this  law,  on  the  fact  of  an  invasion 
having  actually  occurred,  but  takes  effect  in  case 
of  imminent  dancer  of  it.  In  the  year  1795,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  certificate 
of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  an  insur- 
rection existed  in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
yania,  called  out  the  militia  of  the  several  States 
including  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  to  suppress 
it ;  which  call  was  obeyed.  In  this  instance,  the 
assent  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  the 
existence  of  an  insurrection  was  not  asked.  Gen- 
eral Washington,  who  then  held  the  office  of 
Chief  Magistrate,  relied  exclusively  on  the  pow- 
ers of  the  General  Government  for  the  purpose. 
The  opinion  of  the  same  Chief  Magistrate,  of  the 
power  of  the  General  Government  over  the  mili- 
tia, was  also  made  known  by  another  distinguished 
act  of  his  Administration.  By  a  report  of  Gen- 
eral Knox,  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  to  Con- 
gress, this  doctrine  is  maintained  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tent, and  exemplificaMonsofit  insisted  on,  which 


prove  that,  from  the  nature  of  our  population,  the 
militia  was  the  force  which,  in  bis  iudgment. 
ought  principally  to  be  relied  on  for  all  national 
purposes. 

In  the  instances  under  consideration,  powers 
are  granted  to  Congress  for  specified  purposes,  in 
distinct  terms.  A  risht  to  carry  powers,  thus 
gran  ted,  in  to  effect,  follows  of  course.  The  Gov- 
ernment  to  whom  they  are  granted  must  judge 
of  the  means  necessary  for  the  purpose,  subject 
to  the  checks  provided  by  the  system.  It  adopts 
a  measure  authorized,  supervises  its  execution, 
and  sees  the  impedimenu  to  it.  It  has  a  right  to 
amend  the  law  to  carry  the  power  into  effect. 
If  any  doilbt  existed  on  this  point,  in  any  case, 
on  general  principles,  and  I  see  cause  for  none,  it 
cannot  in  the  presentr— a  power  having  been  ex- 
plicitly granted  t&  Congress,  by  the  Constitution, 
to  pass  all  necessary  and  proper  laws  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  powers  which  are  vested  in 
the  General  Government. 

Equally  unfounded,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  other 
objection  of  the  Executives  of  the  States  above- 
mentioned,  that  when  the  militia  of  a  State  are 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  no 
officer  of  the  regular  army,  or  other  person,  not  a 
militia  officer,  except  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  person^  has  a  right  to  command  them. 
When  the  mihtia  are  called  intp  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates,  all  State  authority  over  them 
ceases.  They  constitute  a  part  of  the  national 
force,  for  the  time,  as  essentially  as  do  the  troopa 
of  the  regular  army.  Like  the  regular  troops, 
they  are  paid  by  the  nation.  Like  them,  their 
operations  are  directed  by  the  same  Governmeiit. 
The  circumstance,  that  the  officers  of  the  militia 
are  appointed  by}  and  trained  under,  the  authority 
of  the  State,  individually,  (which  must,  however, 
be  done  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress,)  produces  no  effect  on  the  great  charac- 
ter of  our  pNolitical  institutions,  or  on  the  charac- 
ter and  duties  of  the  militia,  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  President,  alone,  has  a  right  to  com- 
mand the  militia  in  person  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  officer 
of  the  regular  army,  can  take  the  command  in  his 
absence,  is  a  construction  for  which  I  can  see 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  to  afford  the  slightest 
pretext.  Is  it  inferred  from  the  circumstanccy 
that  he  is  appointed  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
militia  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  1  The  same  clause  appoints  him  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  Slates.  In  construction  of  law  he  is  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, though  not  present.  His  pres- 
ence is  not  contemplated  in  either  case.  Equally 
necessary  is  it  in  the  one  as  in  the  other.  What 
has  been  the  practice  under  the  Constitution,  com- 
mencing with  the  first  Chief  Magistrate,  and  pur- 
suing it  under  his  successors,  to  the  present  timel 
Has  any  President  ever  commanded,  in  person, 
either  the  land  and  naval  forces,  or  the  militia  1 
Is  it  not  known  that  the  power  to  do  it  is  vested 
in  him,  principally,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him 
the  control  over  tne  military  and  naval  opera- 
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tfont,  b^inga  neeesaarf  attfibate  of  the  executive 
braaeh  of  the  Gtoyerament?  That,  althoagh  he 
might  take  the  command  of  all  the  forees  under 
it,  DO  President  has  ever  done  it  1  That  a  proW- 
sioB  for  the  actual  command  is  an  object  of  legis- 
hitive  regttlalioDi  and  the  selection  of  the  person 
to  whom  committed  of  executive  discretion. 

Under  the  commander,  all  officers  of  every  spe* 
eias  of  service  and  corps,  regular  and  militia, 
aeting  together,  take  rank  with  common  consent! 
awd  perfect  harmony,  according  to  ito  article  of 
war,  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution.  By  this 
article,  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  take  rank 
of  those  of  the  militia  of  the  same  grade,  without 
regard  to  the  dates  of  their  comtnissions,  and  offi^ 
eeis  of  any  and  every  grade  of  the  militia  take 
rank  of  all  officers  of  inferior  gra<}e  of  the  regular 
army.  When  these  troops  serve  together  they 
eoastiiute  but  one  national  force.  They  are  gov- 
erned by  the  same  articles  of  war.  The  details 
for  detachment,  guard,  or  any  other  service,  are 
made  from  them  equally.  They  are,  in  truth, 
blended  together,  as  much  as  are  the  troops  or 
the  regular  army  when  acting  by  themselves 
only. 

The  idea  advanced  by  the  honorabhe  Judges  of 
Massachusetts,  that,  where  the  regular  troops 
aftd  militia  act  together,  and  are  commanded  m 
person'  by  the  President,  who  withdraws,  there 
can  be  no  chief  commander,  of  right,  of  either 
species  of  force,  over  the  whole,  but  that  the  reg- 
ulars and  militia^  as  im{>lied,  may  even  be  oon- 
stdei'ed  as  allied  forces,  is  a  consequence  of  the 
eonstFUction  for  wbich  they  contend.  It  pushes 
die  do<^rine  of  State  rights  further  than  1  have 
ever  known  it  to  be  carried  in  any  other  instanee. 
tt  is  only  in  the  case  of  Powers  who  are  com- 
pletely independent  of  each  other,  and  who  main** 
tain  armies,  and  prosecute  war,  agaiikst  a  com- 
mon enemy,  for  objects  equally  distinct  and 
independent,  that  this  doctrine  can  apply.  It  does 
not  apply  to  the  case  of  one  independent  Power 
who  takes  into  its  service  the  troops  of  another  : 
fbr  then  the  command  is  always  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Power  making  war,  and  employing  such 
ttoops,  whether  regular  or  militia.  £fow  much 
less  does  it  apply  to  the  case  under  oonsidera* 
tion,  where  there  is  but  one  Power,  and  one 
Government,  and  the  troops,  whether  regular  or 
militia,  though  distinguisheil  by  shades  of  charac- 
ter, constitute  but  one  people,  and  are,  in  faet. 
aoontrymen,  ^ends,  ana  brethren. 

The  President  is  in  himself  no  bond  of  union 
im  that  respect.  He  holds  his  station  as  Com^ 
mander-in-Chief  of  the  land  and  naval  forees, 
and  militia,  under  a  Constitution  which  binds  us 
together  as  one  people,  for  that  and  many  other 
important  purposes.  His  absence  would  not 
dissolve  the  bond.  It  would  not  revive  diacord* 
ant  latent  claims,  or  become  a  signal  for  disor* 
ganization. 

The  jodieiousselection  of  the  chief  commander, 
for  any  expedition  or  important  station,  is  an 
object  of  high  interest  to  the  nation.  Success 
often  depends  on  it.  The  right  to  do  this  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  eiqplicitly  vested  in  the  Ptest- 


dent,  by  the  authority  given  tiihgnntor^ 
vide  for  calling  forth  the  miiiti^fer^g 
arming,  dtsciplintng,  and  gOTeraintiieai  t*S 
employed  m  the  service  of  tht  tilled  Sute 
and  by  the  powers  vested  iDhtonCliief  r» 
eutivc  of  the  United  States.  TlierSuofi5,[ 
highly  respectable  and  virttwasbodyofoBjfej 
low-citizens,  are,  I  am  pet8uad«d,(»iDiifniy^. 
cured,  when  the  milttia  offieen  eoBDinfiu 
eorpe  are- retained  in  their  comoaMi-tMiw 
Gkneral  over  his  division,  sBrigiitKroi^^ 
brigade,  a  Colonel  over  his  r^a^atftiea. 
ferior  officers  in  their  respeetireitiih!.  Tb 
righu  are  notinjured  or  afected  bj^tmititt 
of  the  right  of  the  Chief  Mijittnie;  i  i^t 
incident  to  the  Bxecutire  pow«r.eqni)yi|i|iii. 
cable  to  everv  species  of  foree,udof  hifliii. 
porta  nee  to  the  pubiia  to  appoifltteoaiiBuib 
over  them,  of  the  reeiilarannjjVliefleiBiiliiftj 
in  the  service  of  the  united  Sato,  if  be M 
deem  it  expedient.  The  rights  of  (in  mjiitii 
officers  and  those  of  the  QeDenl  (kmm 
are  strictly  compatible  with  each  otker.  Tien 
is  no  collision  between  them.  TodispiueDJ^ 
itia  officers  for  the  empioyffleDtofngtilan,ortt 
multiply  commandsof  a  separate elineiff,esfK- 
ctally  of  small  bodies,  for  tfaatpupasi>  rosii/fe 
improper. 

la  dividing  the  United  State istsoilitirjfjis- 
tricts,  and  placing  a  QeDeraloft^RfdarArDj 
in  command  in  each,  with  soekaportioBef  lAe 
regular  force,  artillery,  and  iirfiiby,ut«libe 
spared  from  other  ser?ic&  it  ms  the  c^tf 
the  President  to  afford  the  bat  pratectioa  u 
everv  part  of  the  Union  that  eireaostiBeesfsiU 
admit  of,  with  the  least  bnrdetivhieliDi^ik 
possible  to  the  people.  These  coDnnidcn  m 
specially  chaiiped  witii  the  defeaceoftkeiiif 
spective  districts.  It  was  eojoinri  « tias 
watch  the  movements  of  thetneor,t9eom» 
cate  them  to  the  Government,  and  tiamm 
orders  in  summoning  to  the  fieH,  n  Mm 
invasion,  such  portions  of  the  qnotcrfWa- 
tia  of  each  State,  within  their  respectinto^ 
as  had  been  provided  for  by  act  of  C««pw  »^ 
detailed  by  this  Department,  »mW 
necessary.  ^ 

When  this  arrangement  #as  enttwa*^ 
will  be  oheerred  that  there  was  DomeBWS* 
mediate  invasion,  and  but  fewmil«itaw«* 
It  was  intended  as  a  measote  of  pfW«^J 
guard  against  possible,  hot.  as  was  hop  JF 
sumtd,  distant  dangers.  TheBxttutmW" 
no  alternative  between  thatarranwwjl^ 
other.  The  militia  officers  of  ratikift**^ 
They  were  at  home;  for  the  ^^^Zl 
power,  under  existing  laws,  to  caU  tJ^aw " 
field,  without  a  command  of  mefls'iitti fj: 
rank;  and,  even  when  thus  c»ltedf«tt^'J 
term  of  service  must  expire  with  tMt«^^ 
whom  they  command.  These  i^.^-j 
nothing  was  more  remote  from  »« "I'^^^j 
the  Government  than  to  disregard  the  i^r; 
of  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  militia,  l"^  ' 
also,  how  difficult  it  is  to  provide,  by  afir^J^ 
ment  w4iich  can  be  adopted,  tott^ 
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permanent  defence  of  our  principal  cities  andsea- 
oaard,  without  employ'liif  officers  wtoaraalwasrs 
in  service,  in  the  principal  canaaaadsat  least,  for 
the  purpose. 

It  is  admitted  tiMt,  hf  the  increased  pressure  of 
the  war.  Ml  eoaseqaence  of  which  much  larger 
bodies  of  militia  have  been  called  into  service, 
and  with  them  many  General  officers  of  experi- 
ence and  merit,  these  difficulties  have  proportion- 
ably  diminished.  Of  th^e  officers  several  have 
been  already  advanced  to  distinguished  com- 
mands, with  great  satisfaction  to  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and  advantage  to  their  country*  The 
committee  may  be  assured  that  opportunities  of 
tbis  kind,  regarding  the  obligation  of  a  just  re- 
sponsibility, will  be  seized  by  the  Executive  with 
pleasures 

How  far  these  dificrences  may  be  healed,  or  the 
roaurrence  of  the  like  in  future  be  prevented,  by 
legislative  provisions,  the  committee,  on  a  full 
view  of  these  documents,  and  on  a  due  consider- 
ation of  the  whole  subject,  will  be  able  to.  decide. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that  the  divisions 
of  the  country  into  military  districts,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  that  special  olject,  requires  no  legislative 
aaactioo,  if,  indeed  it  admits  of  one.  The  defini- 
tion of  boundary  was  intended  for  the  purpose  of 
Erescribing  a  limit  to  the  civil  duties,  if  they  may 
e  so  called,  rather  thaa  the  miliiaiY,  of  the  com- 
mander of  eaob  distriat;  lather  to  the  period  pre- 
ceding an  invasion,  with  a  view  to  the  necessary 
preparatory  measures  for  repeliiQiip  it,  thaa  after 
It  should  take  place.  An  invasion  by  a  large 
force  would  probably  require  the  concentration 
of  all  our  troops  along  the  seacoast,  who  might  be 
br<^ght  to  act  in  it.  In  such  an  event,  all  limi- 
tations of  boundary  to  the  several  commanders 
would  cease.  The^mareh  of  the  anemv  would 
regulate  that  of  our  armies^  who  would  from 
every  quarter  be  directed  against  thiem.     . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMB8  MONRp£. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  WiUiain  Eiistis,  Bacnta^  of 
War,  to  the  Governors  of  8tatef»  dated 

WMDwMmumTf  April  15, 16Pt2. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  Bsecntives  of  the  several 
States  to  take  effectual  measures  toorffanize^anai, 
and  equip,  aeeording  to  law,  and  bold  in  readi- 
ness, to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  their  re- 
apective  proportiooa  of  one  boailred  thousand 
militia,  offieeis  included,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of 
Congress  pmed  the  10th  instant,  entitled  ^^Ad 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States.^ 

This,  therefore,  is  to  require  .your  Bzcelleacy 
to  take  effectual  meannres  for  having  — -<-  of  the 
militia  of  — — *  (beiiig  her  quou)  detached  ttnd 
duly  organised  in  companies,  battalions,  regi- 
ments, brigades,  and  divisions,  within  the  short- 
est periods  that  eircamstanees  will  permit,  and 
as  aearly  aa  possible  in  tha  fallowing  proportions 


•of  artillery,  eavairy,  and  infantry^  Yiz:  one-twea- 
tietb  part  of  artillery,  one*>twentieth  part  of  cav- 
alry, and  the  residue  infantry. 

There  will,  howcTer,  be  no  objecti<m,  on  the 
part  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
admission  of  a  proportion  of  riflemen,  duly  organ- 
ized  in  distinct  corps,  and  not  exceeding  one-tenth 
part  of  the  wholeauota  of  the  States,  respectively. 
Bach  corps  should  be  properly  armed  and  equip- 
ped for  actual  service. 

When  the  detachment  and  oiganization  shall 
have  been  effected,  the  respective  corps  will  be 
exercised  under  the  officers  set  over  them;  but 
will  not  remain  embodied,  or  be  considered  as  in 
actual  service,  until,  by  subsequent  orders,  they 
shall  be  directed  to  take  the  field. 

Your  Excellency  will  please  to  direct  that  cor- 
rect aastar-roUsiUM  insaeciion  retofas  be  mate 
of  the  seveaal  com,  and  that  copies  theraof  be 
transaitted  to  this  Department  as  early  as  possible. 

Copy  ef  a  letter  from  William  Bnstis,  Bsq.»  Secrelaiy 
of  Wsr,  to  the  Qovemor  of  M a«achuaettji,  dated 

Wab  Departmbi«t,  June  12, 1812. 

Sir  :  1  am  directed  by  the  President  to  reooest 
your  Excellency  to  order  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  requisition  of  Major  Gene-  • 
ral  Dearborn,  such  part  of  the  quota  of  the  militia 
of  Massachusetts,  detached  conformably  to  the 
act  of  the  10th  April,  1812,  as  he  may  oeem  ne- 
cessary for  the  deience  of  the  seacoast. 
I  am.  d^. 

NoTz«— A  similar  ^letterraddressed  to  the  GoKscnotf 
of  Co&necticat,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Hampshire* 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  WiHiam  Bostis,  -Secrstaiy^ef 

Wer,  to  his  Bxaellsii^  Oafob  8tieog»  Goveinar  of 

Massachusetts,  dated 

July  21, 1812. 

Sir  :  By  information  received  from  Major  Qmr 
eral  Dearborn,  it  appears  that  the  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  delcaoe 
of  the  maritime  frontier,  required  bjr  him  ander 
the  authority  of  the  President,  by  virtue  of  tke 
act  of  the  10th  April,  1812,  have  not  been  maMb- 
ed  to.  the  several  stations  asaigned  them. 

Inasmuch  as  long  delay  may  be  followed  wtlb 
distress  to  a  certain  portion  of  our  fellow-oitiacaff, 
and  with  injurious  consequences  to. our  country, 
I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  thia  arrangement  of  the  militia 
was  preparatory  to  the  mardi  of  the  regulartraops 
to  the  northern  frontier.  The  exigencies  of  the 
service  have  required,  and  orders  have  accord- 
ingly been  given  to  Major  General  Dearborn  to 
mrove  the  regular^ troops  to  that  frontier,  leaving 
a  soffieient  number  to  man  the  guns  in  the  gar- 
risoae  on  the  seaboard.  The  execution  of  this 
order  increases;  as  your  Bicetleooy  cannot  feiil  to 
observe,  the  neoessity  of  hastening  the  detached 
militia  to  their  several  posts,  as  assigned  by  Gen- 
eral Dearborn ;  in  which  case  they  will,  of  oourae, 
be  considered  in  the  actual  service  and  pay  of  the 
United  States. 

The  danger  of  invasion,  which  existed  at^fae 
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tiffle  of  iasQtog  the  order  of  tlie  Preddeot,  in- 
creases, aad  I  am  speeiallf  directed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  arge  this  eoasideration  on  your  Excellen- 
ey^  aa  reqairing  the  necessary  order  to  be  giten 
for  the  immediate  march  of  the  several  detach- 
ments, specified  by  General  Dearborn,  to  their  re- 
spective posts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 


Eztraet  of  a  letter  from  John  Armstrong,  Secrstaiy  of 
War,  to  the  Govornor  of  Connecticot,  dated 

AuoDST  9, 1813. 
Whenever  militia  are  called  oat,  the  contractor 
or  his  agent  should  be  reqaired  to  supply  accord- 
ing to  the  contract. 


Cireviar  letter  from  John  Armstroog,  Seciettiy  of  War, 
to  the  Governors  of  the  respective  Slates,  dated 

Jolt  4, 1814. 

Sis  :  The  late  pacification  in  Europe  offers  to 
the  enemy  a  lar|p  dbposable  force,  both  naval  and 
military,  and  with  it  the  means  of  giving  to  the 
war  here  a  character  of  new  and  increased  ac- 
tivity and  extent 

Without  knowing,  with  certainty,  that  snch 
will  be  its  application,  and  still  less  that  any  par- 
ticular point  or  points  will  become  objects  of  at- 
tack, the  President  has  deemed  it  advisable,  as  a 
measure  of  precaution,  to  strengthen  ourselves 
on  the  line  of  the  Atlantic,  and  (as  the  principal 
means  of  doing  this  will  be  found  in  the  militia) 
to  invite  the  Biecutives  of  certain  Sutes  to  or- 
ganize and  hold  in  readiness,  for  immediate  ser- 
vice, a  corps  of  ninety-three  thousand  five  hund- 
red men.  under  the  laws  of  the  28th  of  February, 
1795.  and  18th  of  April,  1814. 

Toe  enclosed  detail  will  show  vour  Excellency 
what,  under  this  requisition,  will  be  the  quota  of 

.    As  far  as  volunteer  uniform  companies 

can  be  found,  they  will  be  preferred. 

The  expediency  of  regarding  (as  well  in  the 
designations  of  the  militia  as  of  their  places  of 
rendezvous)  the  points,  the  importance  or  expo- 
sure of  which  will  be  most  likely  to  attract  the 
Tiews  of  the  enemy,  need  but  be  suggested. 

A  report  of  the  organization  of  your  quota, 
when  completed,  and  of  its  place  or  places  of  ren- ' 
dezvous,  will  be  acceptable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 


Bztract  of  a  letter  from  John  Annstiong,  Secretaiy  of 
War,  to  Nathaniel  Bearle,  Jan.,  Adjnttnt  Geneial 
of  Militia,  Bute  of  Rhode  Island,  dated 

July  9,  1814. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receinrof 
your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  accompanied  by 
snndry  documenu  in  relation  to  the  defence  of 
the  Alantic  frontier  of  the  Sute  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  State  troops,  if  considered  part  of  the  mil- 
itia, or  as  substitutes  therefor,  will  be  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  as  the  quota  of 
Rhode  Island,  under  the  requisition  of  the  4th 
instant,  and  will  be  designated  for  the  defence  of 
that  State. 


Ce|7  of  a  letter  from  JsmMlfoRntUB,ft.,..^ 
of  War,  to  the  Cbdnasn  «f  tJ^Sj SS 


DBPABTIMaTOFWll, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receJTe  wnw  of 
the  21st  instant,  reqaestlDg  tteb  nforaton  « 
this  Department  maypossenrnpeetiistbek^ 
fecu  in  the  oiganizaticm  of  theCWs&fgf 
the  Army,  and  in  the  lawireUtingtaribiini' 
and  requesting,  also,  the  o^inioa  tf  (b  jW.' 
ment  as  to  the  prophet j  oi  MgaMtt^tkniH. 
ent  military  force,  aDdjiaeaaeofnpnD^ 
of  what  description  of  troops  it  oBfktfecgisi 

The  committee  of  each  Hooie  ofCapoilaT. 
ing  called  on  the  Departmestof  Wvibtiib 
mation  on  the  same  poioti^l  shall  hintke  how 
to  make  to  each  committee  the  aneRpon  tk 
enclosed  remarks  go  to  serenl  of  t^  iaqoria 
sugrated  in  your  letter,  and  eoDltii  tbtnmgf 
the  Departmen  t  on  the  serenl  sobjeets  to  ilki 
they  relate.  The  pressare  of  basioes  b  foid 
me  to  give  them  a  shape  rather  infonBiL  Aeoji; 
of  them  I  have  sent  to-daj  to  the  eoooitiet  k 
the  House  of  RepresenutiTei,iiMihittot0f« 
ward  a  like  copy  to  yoa. 

BXPULHaTOBT  OBSDrinflll. 

To  make  this  war  efiectnl,  n  to  its  jat  (A- 
jects,  so  much  of  the  phjsietifoteiQf  tiieeoaQ- 
try  mnst  be  broosht  into  aetilityttvill^li^ 
qnate.  The  fore'e  exists  io  aa  ibsBkiitjitet, 
and  it  is  only  necessary  tocallitfottkiBdBik 
a  proper  use  of  it.  This  force  BUBtbeeDpli^ 
alike  in  defensive  and  offeasireopentioa  IV 
exposed  parts  of  our  own  coQOirjcIaini|Raiij 
attention.  After  providing  for  their  dtfott  i 
the  remaining  force  may  beemplofduoSoin 
operations.  I  will  begin  with  that  pin  wiiei» 
qnires  protection. 

The  whole  coast,  from  ownortkn^istB 
St.  Mary's,  should  be  divided  iaio  mitai!^ 
tricts. 

Boston,  including  New  Hampshiitiw** 
chusetts,  to  constitute  one. 

Newport,  including  Rhode  islaaddCsi^ 
ticttt,  another.  ,,  r^ 

New  York,  including  the  Stale  rf  Set  1« 
aad  Jersey,  a  third.  ,      ^m 

Philadelphia,  inelodiog  PettosTlniiitf^ 
aware,  a  fborth.  ,,-. 

Norfolk,  including  Marylaad  awirsfia^* 

Charleston,  including  North  wim^ 
iina  and  Georgia,  a  sixth. 

At  Boston,  and  at  each  of  the  other  p^ 
company  of  arUUerVjOrmorcthMOBe,!*^ 
to  circumstances,  of  the  «g"*»"'?^'Jijt 
portion  of  its  infantry,  be  suUodM.  ifi^^ 

gaeed  under  the  command  of  a  Bng'"^^ 
llowing  manner,  and  let  hun  hajrj 
to  him  an  engineer.  This  fowe  ^^^ 
nnclens  of  a  littk  amy,  to  be  fonw*** 
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invasion,  of  ihe  militi*)  YoloDteers,  or  soeh  other 

local  force,  as  may  be  speciaHy  organized  for  the 

parpose. 
This  apportionment  is  intended  to  give  an  idea. 

It  would  be  carried  into  detail  by  the  Executive* 

At  Boston,  including  a  suitable  proportion 
of  artillery,  and  at  Eastport,  and  other 
ports  eastward       «       -       -       -       -      600 

At  Newport,  with  a  company  of  artillery  '-      350 

At  New  York,  with  a  suitable  proportion 
of  artillery     •       -       -       -       .       -   1,000 

At  Philadelphia,  with  a  company  of  ar- 
tillery       ,.     200 

Norfolk,  with  a  company  of  artillery  at 

Annapolis. 300 

North  Carolina,  one  company  of  artillery  100 
Chadeston^  witn  a  company  of  artillery  -  300 
By  placing  a  General  officer  of  the  regular 
armv,  with  some  experience,  in  command,  at  each 
of  tnese  stations,  chained  with  the  prot^tion  of 
the  country,  to  his  ri^ht  and  leffc,  to  a  certain 
extent,  suitable  provision  will  be  made  for  the 
whole.  The  country  will  have  confidence,  and, 
by  degrees^  a  system  of  defence  suited  to  any 
emergency,  may  be  prepared  for  the  whole  coast. 
This  mav  be  done  by  the  local  force  with  econ- 
omy, and,  what  is  also  of  great  importance,  with- 
oot  drawing  at  any  time  for  greater  aid  on  the 
regular  force  of  the  nation,  which  may  be  em* 
ployed  in  offensive  operations  elsewhere.  There 
ihould  be  some  flying^  artillery  at  each  station, 
ready  mounted,  and  prepared  to  move  in  any  di- 
rection which  may  be  necessary.  An  engineer 
will  be  useful,  to  plan  and  execute  any  works 
which  may  appear  proper  for  the  defence  of  the 
prinoipal  station,  or  any  other  within  each  mili- 
:a.ry  district. 

It  may  be  said,  that  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
snemy  will  attempt  an  invasion  of  any  imrt  of 
he  coast  described,  with  a  view  to  retain  it,  and 
ess  so  fox  the  purpose  of  desolation.  It  is  never- 
iieless  possible,  and,  being  so,  provbion  ought  to 
»e  made  ajgainst  the  danger.  Au  unprotected 
loast  mav  invite  attacks  which  would  npt  other* 
rl«e  be  thought  of.  It  is  believed  that  the  ar- 
angement  proposed  will  be  adequate,  and  that 
I  one  can  be  devised,  to  be  so,  which  would  prove 
sore  economical. 

For  Savannah  and  Bast  Florida,  special  pro- 
Ision  must  be  made.  Whether  £asi  Florida  is 
»ft  in  possession  of  Spain,  or  taken  immediate 
ossessiott  of  by  the  United  States,  in  either  case, 

xnenaees  the  United  States  with  danger  to  their 
leal  interests.  While  it  is  held  by  Spain,  it  will 
B  used  as  a  British  province,  for  annoying  us  in 
r«ry  mode  in  which  it  may  be  made  rastm- 
L^ntal  to  that  end.  The  ascendency  which  the 
ritish  Government  has  over  the  Spanish  re- 
•xicy,  secures  to  Great  Britain  that  advantage 
isile  the  war  lasts<  We  find  that,  at  present,  the 
reek  Indians  are  excited  against  us,  and  an  asy- 
en  afforded  to  the  slaves  of  the  Southern  States 
bo  seek  it  there.  To  guard  the  United  States 
^linst  the  attempts  of  the  British  Government, 

ahat  ▼uinerablequarteri  the  province  remaining 

ahe  handa^f  the  Sfttmtk  aothoniies,  a  force 


of  about  two  thousand  regular  troops  will  be  re- 
quisite. It  will  require  no  more  to  hold  it,  should 
possession  be  takea  by  the  United  States. 

For  New  Orleans  and  Natchitoches,  including 
the  Mobile  and  West  Florida,  about  two  thousand 
fi,ve  hundred  men  will  be  necessary.  A  local 
force  may  be  organized  in  that  quarter  In  aid  of 
it,  ^hich,  it  is  believed,  will  be  adequate  to  any 
emergency. 

The  next  object  is  Detroit  and  Maiden,  includ- 
ing the  protection  of  the  whole  of  our  Western 
frontier.  For  these,  it  is  believed  that  two  thou- 
sand regular  troops,  with  such  aids  as  may  be 
drawn  from  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Chio^ 
will  be  amply  sufficient. 

The  following,  then,  is  the  regular  force  requi- 
site for  the  defence  of  those  places: 

Boston 600 

Newport,  Rhode  Island  -  -  -  -  350 
New  York        -       -       -       -       -       -   1,000 

Philadelphia dOO 

Norfolk     ....--.      300 

North  Carolina 100 

Charleston        -        -       -        -       -        -300 

Savannah  and  East  Florida  -  -  -  2,000 
New  Orleans,  Mobile,  &c.  -  -  -  2,500 
Detroit,  Maiden,  dtc.         -       -       -       -  2,000 

9,350 

This  leaves  a  force  of  about  twenhr-six  thou- 
sand regular  troops,  consisting  of  infantry,  artil- 
lery, and  cavalry,  provided  the  whole  force  conr 
templated  by  law  is  raised  and  kept  in  the  field| 
to  be  employed  in  offensive  operations  against 
Niagara.  Kingston,  Montreal,  and  all  Lower  Can- 
ada, and  likewise  against  Halifax.  This  whole 
force,  however,  even  if  raised,  cannot  be  counted 
on  as  effective.  The  difference  between  the  force 
on  the  muster  rolls,  and  the  effective  force  in  the 
field,  through  a  campaign,  is  generally  estimated 
at  a  deficiency  in  the  latter  of  one-fourth,  with 
troops  who  have  already  seen  service.  With 
young  troops,  it  may  m  placed  at  one- third. 
Take  from  the  nominal  force  ten  thousand,  and 
it  would  leave  about  sixteen  thousand  for  these 
latter  purposes. 

Will  this  force  be  sufficient  ?  This  will  depend 
of  course  on  the  number  of  the  British  force  which 
may  be  opposed  to  us.  It  is  believed  that  the' 
British  force  at  Niagara,  and  its  neighborhood,  at 
Kingston,  Montreal,  QrUebec,  and  in  all  Lower 
Canada,  ought  to  be  estimated  at  twelve  thousand 
regulars,  and  several  thousand  militia ;  say,  in  all, 
sixteen  or  eighteen  thousand,  and  at  Halifax,  at^ 
three  thousand. 

TO'demolish  the  British  force,  from  Niagara  to 
QrUebec,  would  require,  to  make  the  thinff  secure, 
an  efficient  regular  army  of  twenty  thousand 
men,  with  an  army  of  reserve  of  ten  thousand* 
The  commander  ought  to  have  power  to  dispose  of 
them  as  he  thought  fit.  The  movement  against 
Niagara  and  Lower  Canada  ought  to  be  in  con- 
cert, and  of  course  under  the  control  of  the  same 
commander,  who,  alone-could  he  a  comp^teat 
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judge  of  tfie  suitable  time  and  maoner.  A  eorpe 
of  reserve  is  indispensable  to  guard  against  cas- 
ualties, espeoiallyr  with  raw  troops.  Nothing 
should  be  left  to  haiard.  The  expedition  should 
he  of  a  character  to  inspire  a  certainty  of  suc- 
cess, from  which  the  best  consequences  would 
result.  Our  troops  would  be  more  undaunted, 
and  those  of  the  enemy  proportionably  more  dis- 
mayed. In  the  interior,  on  both  sides,  the  effect 
would  beequativ  salutary ;  with  us  it  would  aid 
inlfliUiitg  our  ranks  with  regular  troops,  and  draw- 
ing to  the  field  such  others  as  occasion  might 
require;  with  the  enemy,  the  effect  would  be 
cquallv  in  oar  faTor.  It  would  soon  drive  from 
the  field  the  Canadian  militia,  and,  by  depressing 
the  spirits  of  the  people^  interrupt  and  lessen  the 
supplies  to  the  British  army. 

If  the  conquest  of  Canada  should  prove  to  be 
easy,  a  part  of  this  force  might  be  direct  against 
Halifax;  but  for  that  purpose  a  force  should  be 
necially  proTided,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  six 
tnousand  men.  Before  this  time  next  year,  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  Sutes  require 
that  the  British  forces  be  driven  into  Quebec  and 
Halifax,  and  be  taken  there,  if  possible.  They 
must,  at  all  events,  be  exsluded  from  erery  Ax>t 
of  territory  beyond  the  reach  of  their  cannon. 
This  may  be  done,  if  timely  and  suitable  meas- 
ures are  adopted  for  the  purpose,  and  they  be  ex- 
ecuted with  vigor  and  skill. 

If  the  Gk)vernment  could  raise  and  keep  in  the 
field  thirty-Are  thousand  regular  troops,  tne  legal 
complement  of  the  present  establishment,  the  de- 
ficiency to  be  supplied,  even  to  authorize  an  ex- 
pedition against  Halifax,  would  be  inconsiderable. 
Ten  thousand  bmu  would  be  amply  sufficient ;  but 
there  is  danger  of  not  being  able  to  raise  that 
force,  and  to  keep  itat  that  standard.  The  esti- 
mate, therefore,  of  the  force  to  be  raised  for  the 
.  next  campaign,  in  addition  to  the  le^l  eomple- 
*  ment,  should  cover  any  probable  deficiency  in  it, 
as  well  as  the  addition  which  ought  to  be  made 
to  it.  My  idea  is,  that  provision  ought  to  be 
made  for  raising  twenty  thousand  men  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  establishment*  How  shall 
these  men  be  raised?  Shall  new  regiments  be 
added  to  the  sunding  array  to  constitute  a  part 
of  it ;  the  volunteer  acts  be  relied  on ;  or  any 
other  expedient  adopted  ?  ^ 

The  first  question  to  be  answered  is,  can  more 
than  the  force  contemplated  by  the  present  Mili- 
tary BstablisiiaMttt  be  raised  m  time  for  the  next 
campaign,  and  that  force  be  kept  in  the  field  by 
new  recruits  to  supply  losses  produced  by  the  cas- 
ualties of  warl  Will  the  sute  of  our  popula- 
tion, the  character  and  circumstances  of  the  peo- 
ple who  compose  it,  justify  a  reliance  on  such  a 
resource  alone  ? 

The  experimenu  heretofore  made,  even  under 
the  additional  encouragement  given  by  the  acte 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  the 
excitement  produced  by  the  war,  though  great, 
forbid  it.  Abundant  and  noble  proofs  c7  patriot- 
ism have  been  exhibited  by  our  citizens  in  those 
quarters  where  the  approach  and  pressure  of  the 
ottemy  h^rt  been  UMMt  Mt.    Many  thounnds 


have  rallied  to  the  standard  i^eontn 
but  it  has  been  to  reader  ▼okutoia^^ 
that  for  short  terms.  The  iDciolrf  iiJ^J? 
lar  army  has  been  sfew^aod  tfcett«iKa3 
compared  with  the  ^^^^  wi^wtai^ 
able.  Additional  encoungeneBt  an  w^' 
more  important-result;  bat  still tkmBt«e to 
fear  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  degree  oiMfctW 
tiM  present  cflkergencf.  If,ihes,i|i«ei,al 
to  doubt  success,  that  doabt  is  asiittiiiMiii 
for  the  L^islature  to  actoD,aodt8iMi[isiK| 
of  the  esuting  resooiee,  ts  a&oikr,MliMr 
to&il.  ^ 

In  rejecting  a  reliance  on  the  RphEte 
Bstablishment  alone,  for  the  foree  mm\i 
give  effect  to  the  next  caoipaiga,  tie  alitnitift 
is  too  obvious  to  be  misUoea  l^uf  ae.  7k 
occurrences  of  the  preseat  jmim^u 
the  flftost  aatisfactoiy  aaaDer.  TkeaiW 
force  must  be  raised  feraahoittaa,dffererf 
encouragement  to  the  patriodaDefde^ 
which  can  be  given  consisteatlf  vitiitlMciic» 
stances  of  the  country,  aad  wito  iiietfaa; 
with  enlisHnents  into  the  oldeorpL  Tbenla 
teer  acte  of  the  last  sessioa  iDif  betlehsss 
which  this  force  may  be  riiied;hit(kKKtt 
must  be  radically  altered  to  oMUeikP/esto 
to  raise  the  force.  Sxperieiee  kuwrkiiai 
instructive  on  this  very  vofKiutfiki  Al- 
though wjioie  sectkws  of  ouMttf^MNSf 
them  many  of  our  most  disafttMudsti- 
mable  citizens,  haveriseo  ioantuiidnttBei 
their  services,  and  marched  in  ike  ndb..A  to 
not  been  done  under  the  roioDiier  aa.  Ttor 
acts  contemplate  a  begiuDiag  at  the  ana;  si 
and  require  too  long  an  engagviaist  to  pin 
the  desired  effect.  They  cootenpha  i  s)» 
ment  in  no  particular  quarter,  and  bfapuw- 
lar  person ;  they  require  that  the  ^^ 
the  afl&ir  up  of  their  own  aseoid,«NiiMn 
into  companies,  and  then  ttcmmd^^ 
cers  to  thePresideot;  and  thai  the Piaisidifl 
not  appoint  the  field  effieen  oatiliaM^ 
number  of  oouipaaies  are  fimasi  lo c«itt> 
regimenu  Thus  it  may  happea  eta  «bPJJ 
from  different  Otafas,  all  strangen  to  cak » 
may  be  thrown  into  a  regitteDtjasdthtiMW 
officers  appointed  to  commaad  tk» 'r 
strangers  alike  to  all  the  coaipttf>«"'* 
men.  They  contemplate,  also,  la  uflhwj 
three  years,  with  a  aervies  oak  «  ^j*; 
tions  whicli,  in  themselves,  ooeu  Mt  WJ^ 
feat  the  ehgeet,  as  they  enlist  oa  watia^ 
motive  to  aotioa.  The  patriot  eitiii^*^; 
wished  to  serve  his  country,  wooid  ^»^ 
straint  imposed  on  him  of  two  J^^^ 
out  of  thrae,  and  eater  the  «««"  *];!l! 
he  would  find  active  sfflpli^tt*^  "*  i 
term  of  his  enlbtmeat  Aad  the m' 
merchant,  and  the  artist,  willieg  »  ^^Z 
fice  of  a  ceruin  portion  of  their  on«»*j5 
calls  of  their  country,  woold  find  sehetfj^ 
impulse  by  the  obligation  they  mm  ^ 
for  so  long  a  term ;  and  by  ^om^Z^ 
no  pecuniary  indacenwnt  nor  nd  f^^  ^ 
to  leave  hcmie  is  offtrcd.   It  is  iw^ 
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•aeh  a  project  shoald  «nce«ed  on  an  extensive 
leale.  The  ardent  patriotism  of  a  few,  in  de« 
uebed  circles  of  our  country,  may  larmoant  these 
obstaeies;  but  soeli  examples  will  be  rare. 

To  give  effect  to  sucb  a  measure,  the  President 
alone  shoald  have  the  appointment  of  all  the  offi- 
cers ttoder  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  it  should  be 
made  in  the  following  manner:   He  shoald  first 
select  sach  prominent  men  as  had  merited,  and 
acquired,  by  a  vinuous  conduct,  the  confidence  of 
their  fellow* citizens,  and  confer  on  them,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  rank  of 
Colooel,  and  then  confide  to  them  the  selection 
aod  recommendation  of  all  their  officers,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Preeident.    These  men  would  go 
to  their  homes,  look  around  the  country  where 
tbeywer^  known,  and  where  they  know  every 
one,  select  the  prominent  men  there,  snch  as  en- 
jo)red  the  esteem  and  oonfidence  of  their  fellow- 
citizeos,  and  recommend  them,  according  to  their 
respective  pretensions,  as  field  officers,  captains, 
and  sabalterns  under  them.    Thus  the  service 
would  be  truly  voluntary,  as  every  man  would 
act  under  officers  to  whose  appointment  he  had 
essentially  contributed.    Thn  several  corps  would 
consist  of  neighbors,  friends,  and  brothers;  exam* 
pie  would  animate  to  action ;  generous  motives 
would  be  excited;  patriotism  roused;  and  the 
ties  of  kindred  would  unite  with  the  love  of 
country  and  of  free  government  to  call  our  young 
men  |o  the  field. 

The  first  object  is  to  complete  the  regular  es- 
tablishment to  iu  legal  complement,  and  to  keep 
it  there.    The  pay  of  the  soldiers  has  already  been 
raised  during  the  present  session  of  Congress ;  but 
this,  it  is  feared,  will  not  affi)rd  a  sufficient  in- 
ducement to  fill  the  ranks  within  the  requisite 
time.    Let  the  bounty  be  raised  to  the  sura  of 
fortjr  dollars  to  each  recruit,  and  let  the  officers 
receive  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  man  for  ail 
whom  they  may  recruit.    These  additional  en* 
cooragements  will,  it  is  presumed,  secure  the 
desired  success.    When  filled,  how  keep  the  re« 
giments  fuUI    The  presence  of  all  the  officers 
will  be  necessary,  in.  that  state,  for  their  com- 
mand ;  none  could  be  spared  to  recruit.   Different 
expedients  have  occurred  to  supply  supernumerary 
ofiAcers  for  the  recruiting  business.    It  has,  for 
example,  been  proposed  to  add  a  ceruin  number 
of  regiments,  from  fifteen  to  twenty,  to  the  present 
Military  Sstablisbment;  hut  this  would  be  to  rely 
OQ  that  establishment  alone ;  which,  as  im  pre- 
named,  it  would  be  highly  inaproper  ta  do.    This 
plan  is  further  objeotiooable,  on  account  of  the 
expeoae  attending  it;  and  likewise,  as  it  would 
create  delay  in  the  organization  of  the  corps  and 
appoi Q tment  of  the  officers.    The  same  objections, 
are  applicable  to  the  addition  of  a  company  to 
each  battalion,  not  to  mention  others.    On  much 
eoneideration,  the  following  expedient  has  oc- 
curred as  most  eligible.    Let  one  field  officer,  a 
oiajor,  be  added  to  each  regiment,  and  a  third 
lieutenant  to  each  company.    This  will  allow  a 
field  ofilcer  and  ten  company  officers  from  each 
regiment,  for  the  recruiting  service,  which  would 
be  aaflELcient. 

13tb  Gov.  3d  Ss8S.~56 


The  additional  force  proposed  for  one  year  is 
intended  to  supply  the  probable  deficiencies  in  the 
present  Military  Establishment.  This  force  being 
to  be  raised  for  a  shorter  term,  and  for  a  special' 
purpose,. it  is  presumed  that  much  aid  maybe 
drawn  from  that  source,  and  with  great  despatch, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  next  campaign.  It  is 
probable,  also,  that  it  may  be  done  without  essen- 
tially interfering  with  enlistments  into  the  old 
corps,  as  most  of  the  men  who  may  enter  into 
this,  might  not  be  willing  to  engage  in  them* 

If  a  RngeriDg  war  is  maintained,  the  annual 
disbursements  will  be  enormous.  Economy  rer 
quires  that  it  be  brought  to  a  termination  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  If  a  strong  army  is  led 
to  the  field  early  in  the  Spring,  the  British  power 
Oil  this  Continent  must  smk  biefore  it ;  and  when 
once  broken  down,  it  will  never  rise  again.  The 
re-conquest  of  Canada  will  become,  in  the  opinion 
of  all  enlightened  men,  and  of  the  whole  British 
nation,  a  chimerical  attempt.  It  will  therefore  be 
abandoned;  but  if  delay  takes  place,  reinforce^ 
meats  may  be  expected,  and  the  war  be  prolonged. 
It  is  to  save  the  public  mouey^  and  the  lives  of 
oar  people,  and  the  honor  of  the  nation,  that  high 
bounties,  and  premiums,  and  the  most  vigoroua. 
exertions  in  other  respects,  are  advised.  The 
prolongation  of  the  war«  for  a  single  campaign, 
would  exceed  these  expenditures  more  than  ten- 
fold. 


B08TOR,  August  5, 1812. 

Sie:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  31st  of  July, 
when  at  Northampton,  and  the  next  day  came  to 
Boston.  The  people  of  this  State  appear  to  be 
under  no  apprehension  of  an  invasion.  Several 
towns,  indeed,  on  the  seacoast,  soon  after  the  dec- 
laration of  war,  applied  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  for  arms  and  ammuDition,  similar  to  the 
articles  of  that  kind  which  had  been  delivered  to 
them  by  the  State  in  the  course  of  the  last  war, 
and  in  some  instances  they  were  supplied  accord- 
ingly. But  the^  expressed  no  desire  that  any 
part  of  the  militia  should  be  called  out  for  their 
defence ;  and,  in  some  caees^  we  were  assured  that 
such  a  measure  would  be  disagreeable  to  them. 

You  observe,  in  your  last  letter,  that  the  dauj^r 
of  invasion,  which  existed  at  the  time  of  issuing 
the  orders  of  the  President,  increases. 

It  would  be  .difficult  to  infer,  from  this  expres- 
sion, chat,  in  your  opinion,  that  danger  is  now 
very  considerable;  as  the  Pireaideat's  order  must 
have  been  issued  before  war  was  declared,  your 
former  letter  being  dated  the  12th  of  June,  and 
General  Dearborn's,  who  was  then  at  Boston,  on 
the  22d  of  that  month ;  besides,  it  can  hardly  be 
supposed  that,  if  this  State  had  been  in  great 
danger  of  invasion,  the  troops  would  have  been 
called  from  hence  to  carry  on  offensive  operations 
in  a  distant  province;  however,  as  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  had,  by 
proclamation,  forbid  any  incursions  or  depreda- 
tions upon  otir  territories,  and  as  an  opinion  gen- 
erally prevailed  that  the  Governor  had  aoaiK 
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thority  to  call  the  militia  ioto  actoal  service, 
unless  oae  of  the  exigencies  contemplated  by  the. 
Constitotion  exists,  I  thought  it  expedient  to  call 
the  Council  together,  and  baring  laid  before  them 
your  letter,  and  those  I  had  received  from  Gene- 
ral Dearborn,  I  requested  their  advice  on  ibe  sub- 
ject of  them. 

The  Council  advised,  ^  That  they  are  unable, 
from  a  view  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  letters  aforesaid,  to  perceive  that 
any  exigency  exists  which  can  render  it  advisable 
to  comply  with  the  said  requisition ;  but  as,  upon 
important  questions  of  law,  and  upon  solemn  oc- 
casions, the  Governor  and  Council  have  author- 
ity to  require  the  opinion  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  C5ourt,  it  is  advisable  to  re- 
auest  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  the 
foilowingquestions,  viz : 

"  1st.  Whether  the  Commanders-in-chief  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  States  have  a  right  to 
determine  whether  any  of  tbe  exigencies  contem- 
plated by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
exist,  so  as  to  require  them  to  place  the  militia, 
or  any  part  of  it,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  request  of  the  President,  to  be  com- 
manded by  him  pursuant  to  acts  of  Coo^ss. 

^  2d.  Whether,  when  either  of  the  exigencies 
exist,  authorizing  the  employing  tbe  militia  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  militia,  thus 
employed,  can  be  lawfqlly  commaoded  by  any 
officer  but  of  the  militia,  except  by  tbe  President 
of  the  United  States." 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  answers  given  by  the 
judges  to  these  question:;. 

Since  the  Council  were  called,  a  person  de- 
puted by  the  towns  of  Eastport  and  Robinston, 
on  our  eastern  boundary,  at  Passamaquoddy,  ap- 
plied  to  me.  representing  that  they  had  no  appre- 
hensions of  invasion  by  an  authorized  British 
force,  but  that  there  were  many  lawless  people  on 
the  borders,  from  whom  they  were  in  danger  of 
predatory  incursions,  and  requesting  that  they 
might  be  fnmiahed  with  some  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, and  that  three  companies  of  militia  might 
be  called  out  for  their  protection.  Tbe  Council 
advised  that  they  should  be  supplied  with  such 
arms  and  ammunition  as  were  necessary  for  their 
present  defence,  which  has  been  ordered.  They 
also  advised  me  to  call  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  three  companies  of  the  detached 
militia,  for  the  purpose  abovementioned.  I  have 
this  d%Y  issued  an  order  for  calling  out  three 
companies  of  the  detached  militia,  to  be  marched 
forthwith  to  Passamaquoddy,  and  to  be  com- 
manded by  a  major;  two  of  the  companies  will 
be  stationed  at  Kastport,  and  one  company  at 
Robinston,  until  the  President  shall  otherwise 
direct. 

I  have  no  intention  officially  to  interfere  in  .the 
measures  of  the  General  Govern ihent;  but,  if 
the  President  was  fully  acquainted  with  the  sit- 
uation of  this  State,  I  think  he  would  have  no 
wish  to  call  our  militia  into  service  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  by  General  Dearborn. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  enemy  will  find  it 
tlifficalt  to  spare  troops  auffieient  for  the  defence 


of  tbeir  owa  territory,  aad  iwd«»iittiirii 
are  not  likely  to  take  pUee  iq  ihiisliieT!! 
every  pomt,  except  PasBtm^tto«,,t|,LL  i* 
present  an  object  to  those  incorwmike  jg.^ 
are  too  numerous  to  be  attacked  kysd  iX 
as  generally  engage  in  expedUiottaliK 

General  Dearborn  proposed  (bit  tkiiHidM 
milltift  should  be  stationed  atoilrtbwTb 
ports  and  places  on  the  e«i;  JreatieB., 
part  of  their  militia  were  to  be  oJU  ii,, 
This  circumstance  would  iaensie  litadiMr' 
it  would  invite  the  aggressioot  of  tkeooirtt^' 
diminish  their  power  of  resisunee.      ' 

The  whole  coast  of  Cape  Godka(«iii 
much  as  any  part  of  the  Bute  lodeinittK, 
part  of  the  militia  must,  aeeonliiigiotbittii 
mg  order,  be  marched  from  their  hoa8;ttd)H 
no  place  in  the  old  colooyof  PlynonkiiS' 
signed  to  be  the  rendezvoos  of  uy  of  t^  je> 
tached  militia. 

Every  harbor  or  port  wiihio  ibe  Sate  bt 
compact  settlement,  and,  sencnlly.  iheeixiotif 
around  the  harbors  is  popiuoas.  Tbeplicsen- 
templated  in  General  Dearboni'iiBeciiiatioG,s 
the  rendezvous  of  the  detached  muitii,aee|tii| 
in  one  or  two  instances.  coDtiisBOKofibi]i> 
tia  than  the  portion  of  the  deiuM  oiliijiif' 
signed  totbem.  Themilitisarevell0i|uff^iii 
wouU  undoubtedly  prefer  to ddaW/Jniiiei, 
in  com  pan  f  with  their  friea^iBtetkarowa 
officers,  rather  than  be  marcbeduiOBedisiut 
place,  while  stransers  migbt  \x  utnM  id 
take  their  places  atliome. 

In  Eloston  the  militia  is  vcUiiseipliuiui 
could  be  mustered  in  an  hottrapoBiiysipilri 
an  approaching  enemy;  and  is  lix  boiu^  tbt 
neighboring  towns  woiild  poiiriiiipatBfine 
than  any  invading  enemy  willbriuipiBA«> 

Tbe  same  remark  applies  to  Saien,  )blU^ 
head,  and  >Newburyport;  places  viiaehiiaR 
render  an  invasion  next  to  imponUL  hm 
them  there  are,  in  additioo  to  tk^cMBiiiiU' 
tia,  inde|)endent  corps  of  infantry  nisuMf, 
wdl  disciplined  aad  equipped,  aad  ^.!^ 
disposition  and  means,  to  repair  uafF 
where  invaaioa  may  be  threatened,  ulw' 
repel  it,  except  it  should  be  made  byiw<| 
hA vy  sl|ip^ ;  ag;iiinat  which,  notbiofpef^i" 
stronc  fortifications,  garriaooed  bynfwffHf^ 
would  prove  any  defence  until  theeMaya^ 
land,  when  the  entire  militia  would  Ik?kP 
to  meet  them* 

Kennebunk  is  uoassailahle  by  ivfi^ 
boats,  which  the  numeroas  armed  pop| , 
competent  to  resist.  Portland  basas^i^ 
independent  corps,  suffieientlf  BQOKiiaia^ 
defence;  and  the  same  is  tbe  case  via «»» 
set  and  Castine*  .r-  . 

Against  predatory  incursions  ^^^.^ 
each  place  would  be  able  to  defend  iberP^ 
and  in  a  very  short  time  they  would  v^ 
necessary,  by  the  militia  of  the  an^ 
country.  In  case  of  a  more  seriov  i^ 
whole  brigades  or  divisions  eoaid  be^ 
seasonably  for  defence.  Indeed,  eo<i^v.  i 
sute  of  the  militia  in  this  ComoMi^ 
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think  there  ean  be  no  doubt  that,  detaching -a 
part  of  it,  and  diistribnting  it  into  sqaall  portioilB, 
will  tend  to  impair  the  defensive  power. 

I  have  thne  fr^l/  expressed  to  you  my  own 
sentiments,  and,  so  tar  as  I  have  beard,  they  are 
Che  sentiments  of  the  best  informed  men.  I  am 
fblly  disposed  to  afford  all  the  aid  to  the  meas- 
ares  of  the  National  Government  which  the  Coo- 
atitntion  requires  of  me;  but,  I  presume,  it  will 
not  he  expected  4>r  desired  that  I  shall  fail  in  the 
duty  which  I  6we  to  the  people  of  tbis  State, 
who  have  confided  their  interests  to  my  care. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant, 

CALEB  STRONG. 

Hon.  Wm«  EusTia, 

Secretary  of  Wear. 

To  kU  ExnUeney  the  Oovemor  and  the  Honorable 
the  Council  of  the  Commonufealth  of  Mdeeaehu- 
eettif  the  unaerngned,  JuHiees  of  the  Supreme 
JudiekU  Courts  hone  conMered  tlu  quettione  pro- 
poaed  bff  yemr  Ekedkney  and  Honort  for  their 
optnien^ 

By  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  the  authority 
of  comtaandkig  the  militia  of  the  Common- 
wealth is  vested  ei^clusively  in  the  Governor,  who 
has  all  the  power  incident  to  the  office  of  Com- 
Oiander*in«Chief,  and  is  to  exercise  them  person- 
ally^ or  by  subordinate  officers  under  his  com- 
mand, agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  theland. 

While  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
remained  in  the  ex€|retse  of  these  powers,  the 
Federal  Constitution  was  ratified ;  by  which  was 
Tested  in  the  Congress  a  power  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
yasions,  i^nd  to  provide  for  governing,  such  part 
of  them  as  may  be  eniployed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  States,  respect- 
ively, the  appointment  of  ihe  officers. 

The  Federal  Constitution  further  provides,  that 
the  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  States  when  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  construction  of  the  Federal  and  State 
constitutions  must  depend  the  answers  to  the  sev- 
eral questions  proposed.  As  the  militia  of  the 
several  States  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Stlntes,  for  the  three  specific  purposes 
of  etecutiog  the  laws  of  the  Union,  of  suppress- 
ing insurrections,  and  of  repelling  invasions,  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  is  requested,  wliether  the 
Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  militia  of  the  sev- 
eral Slates  have  a  right  to  determine  whether 
any  of  the  exigencies  aforesaid  exist,  so  as  to  re- 
quire them  to  place  the  militis,  or  any  part  of  it, 
in  the  serviceof  the  United  States,  at  the  request 
of  the  President,  to  be  coramaoded  by  him,  pur- 
suant to  acts  of  Congress. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  that  this 
right  is  vested  in  the  Commanders-in-Chief  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  States. 


The  Federal  Constitution  provides  that,  when- 
ever either  of  those  exigencies  exist,  the  militia 
may  be  employed  pursuant  to  some  act  of  Con- 
gress, in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  but  no 
power  is  given,  either  to  the  President  01^  to  Con* 
gress,  to  deterniine  that  either  of  the  said  ezicen- 
cies  do  in  fact  exist.  As  this  power  is  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  it  is 
reserved  to  the  States,  respectively;  and  from  the 
nature  of  the  power,  it  must  be  exercised  by 
those  with  whom  the  States  have  respectively 
intrusted  the  chief  command  of  the  militia. 

It  is  the  duty  of  these  commanders  to  execute 
this  important  trust,  agreeablv  to  the  laws  of 
their  several  States,  respectively,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  laws  or  officers  of  the  United  States, 
in  all  cases  except  those  specially  provided  in  the 
Federal  Constitution.  They  must,  therefore,  de- 
termine  when  either  of  the  special  cases  exist, 
obliging  them  to  relinquish  the  execution  of  this 
trust,  and  to  render  themselves  and  the  militia 
subject  to  the  command  of  the  President.  A  dif- 
ferent construction,  giving  to  Congress  the  right 
to  determine  when  these  special  cases  exist,  au- 
thorizing them  to  call  forth  the  whole  of  the  mi- 
litia, and  taking  them  from  the  Commanders-in- 
Chief  of  the  several  States,  and  subjecting  them 
to  the  command  of  the  President,  would  place  all 
the  militia,  in  effect,  at  the  will  of  Congress,  and 
produce  a  military  consolidation  of  the  Statee, 
without  any  Constitutional  remedy,  against  the 
intentions  of  the  people  when  ratifying  the  Con- 
stitution. Indeed,  since  passing  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  February  98th.  1795,  chapter  101,  vest- 
ing in  the  President  the  power  of  calling  forth 
the  militia,  when  the  exigencies  mentioned  in  the 
Constitution  shall  exist,  if  the  President  has  the 
power  of  determining  when  those  exigencies  ex- 
ist, the  militia  of  the  several  States  is,  in  effect, 
at  his  command,  and  subject  to  his  control. 

No  inconveniences  can  reasonably  be  presumed 
to  result  from  the  construction  which  vests  in  the 
Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  militia  in  the  sev- 
eral Slates,  the  right  of  determining  when  the 
exigencies  exist,  obliging  them  to  place  the  militia 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  These  exi-, 
geneies  are  of  such  a  nature  that  the  existence 
of  them  can  be  easily  ascertained  by.  or  made 
known  to,  the  Commandert-in-Chief  or  the  mili- 
tia; and  when  ascertained,  the  public  interest 
will  produce  prompt  obedience  to  the  acts  of 
Congress. 

Another  question  proposed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  judges  is,  whether,  when  either  of  the  exi- 
gencies exist,  autborlziuff  the  employing  of  the 
militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the 
militia  thus  employed  can  be  lawfully  com- 
manded by  any  officer  but  of  the  militia,  except 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States? 

^he  Federal  Constitution  declares,  that  the 
President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States.  He  may,  undoubt- 
edly, exercise  this  command  by  officers  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  by  him  comtnis- 
sioned  according  to  law.    The  President  is  abo 
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declared  to  be  the  CommaDder-in-Cbief  of  the 
militia  of  the  several  States,  wheo  called  ioto 
the  actaal  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
officers  of  the  militia  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
States,  and  the  President  may  eiereise  his  com- 
mand of  the  militia  by  officers  of  the  militia  duly 
appointed;  but  we  know  of  no  Coostituiiooal 
provision,  authorizing  any  officer  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  to  command  the  militia,  or 
authorizing  any  officer  of  the  militia  to  command 
the  Army  of  the  United  States.  The  Congress 
may  provide  laws  for  the  government  of  the  mi- 
litia when  in  actual  service;  bat  to  eztetid  this 
power  to  the  placing  them  under  the  command 
of  an  officer,  not  of  the  militia^  except  the  Presi- 
dent, would  render  nugatory  the  provision,  that 
the  militia  are  to  have  officers  appointed  by  the 
States. 

The  onion  of  the  militia  in  the  actual  service 
of  the  United  States,  with  troops  of  the  United 
Stales,  so  far  as  to  form  one  army,  seems  to  be  a 
ease  not  provided  for,  or  contemplated  in  the 
Constitution.  It  is,  therefore,  not  within  our 
department  to  determine  on  whom  the  command 
would  devolve,  on  such  an  emergency,  in  the. 
absence  of  the  President.  Whether  one  officer, 
either  of  the  militia  or  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  settled  sccording  to  military  rank, 
should  command  the  whole;  whether  the  corps 
must  be  commanded  by  their  respective  officers, 
acting  in  concert,  as  allied  forces ;  or  what  other 
«cpedient  should  be  adopted,  are  questions  to  be 
answered  by  others. 

The  undersigned  regret  that  the  distance  of 
the  other  justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
renders  it  impracticable  to  obtain  their  opinions- 
seasonably  upon  the  questions  submitted. 

THE0PHILU8  PARSONS, 
SAMUEL  SB  WALL, 
ISAAC  PARKER. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  the  8ee- 
retaiy  of  War,  dated 

Mil.  Debt.,  No.  1,  HBADaoASTBBS. 
Bottotir  Jtdy  14, 1814. 

Sib:  From  the  exposed  and  unprotected  situ- 
ation of  the  military  posts  in  this  harbor,  and  the 
aeaboard  of  this  State  generally,  and  the  threats 
Bod  daily  depredations  of  the  enemy.  I  have  con- 
cluded it  my  duly  to  exercise  the  authority  vested 
in  me  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
requesting  the  Governor  to  order  out  a  detach- 
ment of  artillery  and  infantry. 

A  copy  of  my  letter  to  Governor  Strong,  and 

of  his  answer,  are  enclosed. 

• 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  His  Excel- 
lency Caleb  Strong,  Governor  of  the  Sti^te  of  Mas- 
aaebusette,  dated 

Mil.  Dibt.,  No.  1,  HBinanABTSBB, 
J?of  ton,  July  8, 1814. 
Sib:  The  existing  state  of  alarm  on  the  sea- 
board of  this  Commonwealth,  arising  from  the 
daily  depredations  committed  by  the  enemy  on 


oar  coast,  renders  it  desirable  toi&rd  some  ad&- 
tional  protection  to  the  citizens  generally  oo  the 
seacoast,  and  especially  to  the  prtncipiu  Cowos 
and  villages;  and  by  virtue  of  aoihoritf  deri Fed 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  deem 
it  my  doty,  at  this  time,  to  request  that  yoar  Rx* 
ceUenoy  will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necesnry^ 
orders  for  having  detached,  as  iearly  as  eircttm* 
stances  will  permit,  armed,  and  equipped  bs  re- 
quired bv  law,  one  major  of  artiUeiy,  two  eap- 
tains,  eiffht  lieutenants,  thirteen  sergeants^  eleven 
corporals,  six  musicians,  and  two  hundred  pri- 
vates; and  one  lieutenant  colonel  of  iafisntry, 
two  majors,  ten  capuins,  thirty  subaltent,  one 
adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  one  paymattei,  one 
sergeant  major,  one  quartermaster  sergeant,  two 
principal  musicians,  fifty  sergeants,  fiftv  corpo- 
rals, twenty  musicians,  and  nine  hondred  pri- 
vates, to  remain  in  the  service  of  the  Untied 
States  for  the  term  of  three  months,  uniea  sooner 
discharged  by  order  of  the  PresidcBt  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  As  it  will  be  necessary  to  Inve  the 
artillery  and  infantrv  placed  at  the  dlffereai  posts 
on  the  seaboard  of  this  State,  it  would  be  desira- 
ble that^  as  far  as  practjcablei  they  woold  be  de- 
uched  trom  the  vicinity  of  the  respective  posts. 
The  intended  distribution  of  the  detackraeDC  will 
be  communicated  to  the  Adjutant  Genetai  of  the 
State  previous  to  his  issuing  the  necessary  orders. 
The  proportion  of  officers,  non-commissioned 
officer^  musicians,  and  privates,  is  in  coalbmufy 
with  the  present  r^ulations  or  the  Departaient 
of  War,  from  which  I  am  aot  aatkorized  to  ad- 
mit of  any  material  deviation. 

Copy  of  a  letter  fiom  his  Excellent  Caleb  Strongs 
Governor  of  the  State  of  MaasaehosettSt  to  Gcncnl 
Dearborn,  dated 

NOBTHAMPTON,  M^f  12,  1B14. 

Sib:  This  morn ine  I  received  your  iecfer  of 
the  eighth  instant.  As  you  propose  to  coram oni- 
cate  to  General  Brooks  your  views  coaeerntjig^ 
the  particular  destination  of  the  militia  to  be 
called  oyt  for  the  defence  of  the  towns  oa  the 
seacoast  of  this  State,  I  have  writtea  to  him  on 
the  subject. 

Your  suggestion  that  the  men  shooid  be  de- 
tached, as  far  as  may  be,  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
respective  posts,  I  think  is  perfectly  proper,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  vou  will  be  able  to  maike  sack 
arrangements  with  General  Brooks  as  wW  be 
satisfactory. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Genersl  Deazbem  to  the  See- 
retaiy  of  War,  dated 
Miu  Dibt.,  No.  1,  H£ADa0ABTBB8, 
BoBtan,  Sqit.  5, 1814 
Sib:  Having  received  such  information  as  is 
entitled  to  full  credit,  that  the  enemy,  with  a  for- 
midable naval  and  land  force,  has  arrived  ia  Pe- 
nobscot Bayi  and  taken  possession  of  Csstine; 
and  presummg  his  force,  after  formings  place  of 
arms  at  Castine,  will,  with  such  reinforcements 
as  he  may  receive  from  UaJifaZi  in  addition  to 
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the  naTftl  force  npw  in  Boston  Btjr,  attempt  the 
destruction  of  the  pablic  shipts,  and  other  pablie 
and  private  property  on  the'  seaboard,  I  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  request  the  Goternors  of 
this  State  and  New  Hampshire  to  order  out,  for 
the  defence  of  Boston  barW^  Portsmouth,  Pore- 
land,  and  that  part  of  the  District  of  Maine  be* 
tween  Kennebec  river  and  Penobscot,  five  thou- 
sand .two  hundred  infantry  and  five  hundred  and 
fifty  artillery,  for  the  term  of  three  months,  unless 
sooner  discharged. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  H.  Dearborn  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  dated 

HnADOUARTBBa,  District  No.  1, 
J?of£on,  October  15, 1814. 
Sib  :  In  obedience  to  the  direction  in  your  let- 
ter, of  the  27th  ultimo,  on  the  2d  instant  I  made 
a  formal  requisition  on  Gbvernor  Strong  for  three 
hundred  militia,  to  guard  the  prisoners  at  Pitts- 
field,  and'  I  enclosed-  to  him  a  copy  of  your  letter. 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  him  the  necessity  oi 
his  compliance.  Having  waited  until  yesterday 
morniDg  without  any  answer  from  his  Excel- 
lency, I  directed  one  of  my  aids  to  call  on  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  State,  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther he  had  received  any. order  for  making  out 
the  detachment  for  Pittsneld.  The  answer  was, 
that  no  direction  had  been  received  from  the  Qov- 
-ernor  to  make  such  detachment. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Ezcellencj  Caleb  Strongj 
GoTernor  of  the  State  of  Masfachiuetts,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated 

B08T011,  September  7, 1814. 

The  troops  of  the  United  States  which,  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  were  stationed  on  the  seacoast  of 
this  State,  have  been  afterwards  ordered  to  join 
the  army  on  the  Western  frontiers,  so  that  very 
few  have  remained  in  the  State.  We  have,  there- 
fore, found  it  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
and  jirescnt  year,  to  call  out  small  bodies  of  the 
militia,  as  gnards  to  the  towns  mostexji^ed.  As 
the  danger  nas  increased,  the  number  of  detached 
militia  has  been  aagmeoted,  and  I  have  now  is- 
sued the  enclosed  general  order  for  the  protection 
of  Boston,  and  the  towns  and  property  in  iu 
neighborhood,  and  shall  immediately  issue  an 
order  of  a  similar  kind  for  the  security  of  the  Dis« 
trict  of  Maine. 

A  few  weeks  since,  agreeably  to  the  request  of 
General  Dearborn,  I  detachea  eleven  hundred 
militia,  for  three  months,  for  the  defence  of  our 
seacoast,  and  placed  them  under  his  command  as 
aoperinteadeiLt  of  this  military  district ;  but  such 
objections  ana  inconveniences  have  arisen  from 
that  measure,  that  it  cannot  now  be  repeated. 
The  militia  called  out  on  this  occasion  will  be 
placed  under  the  immediate  command  of  a  Major 
Genera)  of  the  militia. 

I  will  thank  you,  sir,  to  consult  with  the  Presi- 
dent, and  inform  me  whether  the  expenses  thus 
necessarily  incurred  for  our  protection  will  be 
vitimately  reimbursed  to  this  State  by  the  Gkn- 


eral  Government  $  and  I  shall  be  particularly 
obliged  if  you  will  favor  me  with  an  answer  soon 
as  may  be,  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State  will 
meet  on  the  6th  of  the  next  month. 

OommompeaUh  of  MaseachueeUe. 

HfiAnaUARTEBS,  BO8TOII, 

September  6, 1814. 
Oeneral  Orders: 

The  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  having  lately  become  more  destructive, 
in  consequence  of  violations  of  our  territory  by 
the  forces  of  the  enemy,  which  continue  to  men- 
ace our  cities  and  villages,  the  shipping  in  our 
harbors,  and  private  property  on  shore,  his  Excel- 
lency the  Commander-in-Chief  orders  the  whole 
of  the  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning^  with  arms,amma- 
nitio.n,  and  accoutrements,  as  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  of  this  State  require.  Every 
man  mast  likewise  be  provided  with  a  good  knap- 
sack and  blanket.  Captains  of  companies  must 
realize  it  to  be  one  of  their  most  solemn  and  impe- 
rious duties  to  see  the  law  respecting  arms  and 
equipments  efficaciously  executed ;  but  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief relies  on  the  concurring  aid  of 
all  the  general  and  field  officers,  in  encouraging 
the  company  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  on ty. 
The  Major  Generals  and  commanding  officers  of 
divisions  will  give  the  necessary  orders  for  an 
immediate  inspection  of  their  several  regiments 
by  companies.  Every  instance  of  deficiency  of 
arms  or  equipments  shoald  be  forthwith  supplied 
by  the  delinquent  individual,  or  by  the  town  to 
which  he  may  belong,  agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  militia  law. 

The  officers  commanding  resiments,  battalions^, 
and  companies  of  artillery,  will  pay  special  atten- 
tion, at  this  interesting  moment,  to  the  state  of 
their  field  pieces,  their  carriages,  and  tumbrils^ 
and  see  that  everything  appertain ing[  to  them  is 
in  the  most  perfect  order  for  marching  and  for 
action,  and  particularly  that  suitable  horses  are 
always  engaged,  and  ready  at  any  moment  to  be 
attached  to  their  pieces^  that  they  may  be  nioved 
to  any  point  required  with  celerity.  AH  the  com- 
panies of  artillery  now  to  be  called  into  immedi- 
ate service,  besides  the  requisite  supplies  of  fixed 
and  other  ammunition,  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Quartermaster  General,  with  prolonffes  and  brie- 
oles.  The  Legislature  of  this  State,  always  proud 
of  its  militia,  has  been  particularly  liberal  in  it* 
artillery  establishment ;  and  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  promises  himself,  that,  emulating  the  bril- 
liant example  of  Knox  and  n is  heroic  associate* 
in  the  artillery  of  the  Revolution,  they  will  be 
equally  distinguished  for  their  discipline  aa  sol- 
diers, and  for  their  gallantry  in  the  field. 

Under  possible  events,  the  cavalry  of  the  ser- 
eral  divisions  may  be  in  requisition.  Every  mo- 
tive, therefore,  of  love  of  country,  of  honor,  and 
sympathy  for  their  fellow-citizens  who  may  be 
suffering  the  perils  of  wer,  will  prompt  theni  to 
maintain  the  most  perfect  state  of  preparatiofi| 
and  to  move,  when  called  to  the  scene  of  actioOy 
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with  all  the  rapiditj  of  whicli  cavalrj  is  suscep- 
tible. The  general  officers,  and  the  neld  oncers 
of  caTalry,  as  well  as  the  company  offiecri,  will 
direct  their  attention  to  the  qoality  of  the  horses, 
and  suffer  no  man  to  be  mounted  hot  upon  a  horse 
sound  and  fit  for  actual  service.  A  few  bad  horses 
may  occasion  irretrievable  disaster. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  having  thus  called 
the  attention  of  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  mi- 
litia to  the  observance  of  their  several  duties,  at 
this  eventful  crisis,  the  more  effectually  to  meet 
impending  danger  orders  that  all  the  flank  com- 
panies, whether  of  light  infantry,  grenadiers,  or 
riflemen,  of  the  1st  and  2d  brigades  of  the  1st  di- 
vision $  two  companies,  viz :  the  one  at  Andover. 
and  the  other  at  Ha  verb  jU,  of  the  2d  division ;  ail 
the  companies  of  the  3d  division,  excepting  the 
two  companies  in  Charlestown ;  four  companies 
of  the  4th  division ;  five  companies  of  the  5th  di- 
Tision;  eight  companies  of  the  7th  division  $  and 
two  companies  of  tne  9th  division,  do  immediately 
march  to  the  town  of  Boston^nless  (in  the  mean- 
time) otherwise  directed.  Each  company  will 
march  to  its  place  of  destination  by  itself,  with- 
out waiting  for  any  other  corps. 

These  companies,  when  assembled,  will  be  ar- 
ranged into  regiments,  or  otherwise,  as  circum- 
stances may  dictate;  and,  with  the  addition  of 
twelve  companies  of  artillery,  will  form  the  elite, 
or  advance  corps  of  tbe  Massachusetts  militia. 
The  field  officers  to  command  the  rejriments,  and 
a  general  officer  to  command  the  whole,  will  here- 
alter  be  designated  in  general  orders.  The  sev- 
eral companies  of  artillery,  to  be  annexed  to  the 
advance  corps,  will  be  furnished  by  the  following 
divisions,  viz :  two  companies  from  the  first  brig- 
ade, and  one  company  from  the  2d  brigade  of  the 
3d  division;  four  companies  from  the  4th  divi- 
sion; one  company  from  the  5th  division;  and 
foar  companies  from  the  7th  division. 

Besides  the  abovementioned  companies,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  orders  a  detachment  of  six- 
teen companies  of  infantrj  to  be  immediately 
made  from  the  fourth  division,  properly  officered. 
and  arranged  into  two  resiments,  which  will 
march  to  Boston  without  the  least  unnecessary 
delay.  Maj(«  Gkneral  Mattoon  is  charged  with 
the  arrangement  of  the  regiments. 

From  the  9th  division,  the  Commaiider*in-Chief 
orders  eight  comnanies  of  infantry  to  be  deuched. 
properly  officered,  formed  into  a  regiment,  and 
aaarched  to  Boston.  Major  Generals  Mattoon 
and  Whiton  will  assign  field  officers  for  the  troops 
to  be  detached  from  their  respective  divisions; 
and  the  Commander-in-Chief  relies  on  their  ex- 
perience and  zeal  to  carry  this  order  into  the 
most  prompt  and  energetic  effect.  As  soon  as 
the  troops  shall  commence  their  march,  each 
Major  General  will  give  notice  of  it  to  the  Ad- 
jutant Gkneral. 

All  the  troops  most  be  well  armed,  accoutred, 
8Bdeqatnped,and  provided  with  ammnniiioo,  pro- 
visions, knapsacks,  and  blankets,  as  the  law  re- 
quites. The  men  will  be  supplied  with  rations 
when  they  arrive  at  the  place  of  destination,  and 


will  recme  pay  from  the  timeodhsriKitta^ 

The  security  of  tte  town  and  teortf fitsjoi 
being  an  object  of  primary  imponttK.ticCoiB. 
nMinder*in-Chief,  while  be  wiibo  u  iinet  (^ 
principal  energies  of  the  State  to  the aii^,^ 
of  this  end;  is  solicitoos  to  render  tbeailHa^ 
ton  itself  as  efficient  as  possible.  Wiiii^i^ 
he  orders  the  infantry  of  the  Sd  br^eof  ikc 
Ist  division,  commanded  by  Brigi^Gasil 
Welles,  to  be  called  oat  by  regiiottfe^BfNMm 
two  days  successively,  for  the  porpKefiapfgr- 
ing  their  discipline,  already  respeciiiit,iidgf 
enabling  them  to  practise  the  higii«iiias(i^ 
field.  This  order  is  committed  ioBt^(k^ 
eral  Welles,  whose  knowledge  in  iieiici,uiiii. 
mated  zeal  in  the  service  of  liiieoQnt[y,BKiii> 
sure  to  his  exertions  the  highest  eixi  Tiieoris 
will  be  continued  in  operatioDQOUlnrabL  Ih 
flank  companies  of  this  brigade  will  beraerrd 
for  other  service. 

The  troops  called  intoactuiameeliytlui 
order,  will  serve  three  mostb  ifttrikfinin 
at  their  ultimate  rend[ezToas,oiilenioQBer da- 
charged.    By  his  Bxcelleoey'keoauDud. 
^^tmStmL 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Mdim^fiBeRtaijofFir, 

to  his  Excellency  Caleb  StnaViGmnMrsfKim^ 

chnsetts,  dated 

StmnuVi,\Sl4. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  hoaot  toKcnn^w 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  7th  intint. 

The  attack  of  the  enemy  oq  Baliino[e,ui 
probable  eventual  attack  oo  otb  place,  till 
the  heavy  duties  incident  tliereto,pRnDt«i^» 
Department,  have  prevented  nruimufKit 
an  earlier  day. 

It  may  be  satisfactory  to  yow  Zvmjm 
me  to  explain  the  views  and  prinei|iban'M 
this  Government  has  acted,  loifgw*"*' 
fence  of  our  Eastern  frontier. 

It  was  anticipated,  soon  after  tk«  «■■■*, 
raent  of  the  war,  that,  while  itl«W,w!F 
of  the  Union,  especially  the  sesM"** 
exposed  to  some  degree  of  dinger,  caw^JJ 
according  to  the  spirit  with  whicli  ^^^ 
be  waged.  It  was  the  doty  of  the  Gwnj^ 
to  make  the  best  provision  agawsi  i»»P 
which  might  be  practicable,  and  ttW  FT 
that  the  provision  should  coniinoe  m 
cause  existed.  ^  .  ,  ^^^ 

The  arrangement  of  the  United  Si»  "^ 
military  districts,  with  a  certain  poi*"  ^ 
regular  force,  artillery,  and  »w"^u4 
officer  of  the  regular  «rmy»  <>!  *^,ai 
high  rank,  ia  each  district,  with  pow»«; 
for  the  militia  as  circumauoces  oig^'/J 
was  adopted,  with  a  view  to  afford  ti«»^ 
taction  to  every  part  that  circnm«»w» 
admit.  , .. .  ,^u 

It  was  presumed  that  the  esublish^^ 
small  force  of  the  kind  »»»«*  «?"fSl)e 
first  elements  of  an  army,  m  «?^*^t, 
aided  by  the  militia,  in  case  of  «  ««^ 
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would  be  adeqoate  xq  \t»  dtfmee.  6aeh  a  force 
:i;  of  iDfaotry  and  artillerf  might  repel  amall  preda- 
CT'  tory  parttea.  and  form  a  raflyiBg  poiat  for  the 
•2  miliua  at  taa  more  exposed  aad  tmportaot  eta* 
41  tioDs.  ia  ease*  of  more  formidable  iovatioo.  A 
:^  regalar  oflteer,  of  experience,  etationed  io  the  dit- 
Q  triet,  tcting  onder  the  authority,  and  pushing  the 
,(  will,  of  the  Government,  mi|^bt  diffest  plans  for 
^  its  defence;  select  proper  ppmts  for  works,  and 
2,  soperiotend  the  erection  of  them ;  call  for  sap- 
'j.  plies  of  ofdoance,  for  tents,  and  camp  equipage ; 
. '  for  small  arms,  and  other  munitions  of  war ;  call 
for  the  militiaj  and  dispose  ^f  the  whole  force. 
'  These  duties,  it  was  believed,  could  not  be  per- 
formed  with  equal  advantage  by  the  officers  of 
^  the  militia,  who,  being  called  into  service  for  short 
^  terms,  would  not  have  it  in  their  power,  however 
-^  well  qualified  they  might  be  in  other  respeets^  to 
^  digest  plans,  and  preserve  that  chain  of  connexion 
"*  and  system  in  the  whole  business  which  seemed 
indispensable.  Go  great  consideration,  this  ar- 
^  raoffement  was  deemed  the  most  eligible  that 
!>  couTd  be  adopted  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
i>  ted  States ;  indeed,  none  other  occurred  that  could 
>  be  placed  in  competition  with  ic.  In  this  mode 
-  the  National  Qovernment  acts,  by  its  wroper  or- 
.  gans,  over  whom  it  has  control,  and  for  whose 

engagements  it  i^  responsible. 
[  The  measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  a  State 
'  Government  for  the  defence  of  a  State  must  be 
considered  as  its  own  measures,  and  not  those  of 
the  United  States.  The  expenses  attending  them 
I  are  chargeable  to  the  State,  and  not  to  the  Uni* 
,  ted  States. 

,      Tour  Bxeellency  will  perceive  that  a  different 
I  construction  would  lead  into  the  most  important, 
I  and,  as  Is  believed,  into  the  most  pernicious  con- 
sequences.   If  a  State  could  call  out  the  militia, 
and  subject  the  United  States  to  the  expense  of 
supporting  them,  at  its  pleasure,  the  national  an- 
.  thority  would  cease,  as  to  that  important  object, 
and  the  nation  be  cliarged  with  expenses,  in  the 
'  measures  producing  which  the  National  Govern- 
I  ment  had  no  agency,  and  over  which  it  could 
'  have  no  control.    This,  however,  though  a  serious 
'  objection  to  such  a  construction,  is  not  the  most 
'  weighty.    By  taking  the  defence  of  the  State 
'  into  iu  own  hands^  and  out  of  thoic  of  the  Gkn- 
'  eral  Governmenr,  a  policy  is  introduced,  on  the 
tendency  of  which  I  forbear  to  comment.    I  shall 
'  remark,  only,  that,  if  a  close  union  of  the  States, 
and   a  harmonious  co-operation  between  them 
and  the  Greneral  Government,  are,  at  any  time, 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  their  independ- 
ence, and  of  those  inestimable  liberties  which 
were  achieved  by  the  valor  aad  blood  of  our  au- 
cestors.  that  period  may  be  considered  as  having 
arrirea. 

It  follows,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that,  if 
the  force  which  has  been  put  into  service  by  your 
Bxeellency  has  been  required  by  Major  General 
Dearborn,  or  received  by  him  and  pot  under  his 
command,  thr  expenses  attending  it  will  be  de- 
frayed by  the  United  States.  It  follows,  likewise, 
aa  a  necessary  consequence,  that,  if  this  force  has 
been  called  into  service  by  the  authority  of  the 


State,  independently  of  Major  General  Dearborn, 
and  be  not  placed  under  him,  as  commander 
of  the  district,  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  ia 
chargeable  with  the  expense,  and  not  the  United 
States.  Any  claim  which  the  State  may  have 
to  reimbursement  must  be  judged  of  hereafter,  by 
the  competent  authority,  on  a  full  view  of  all  tlur 
circumstances  attending  it.  It  is  a  question  whicb 
lies  beyond  the  authority  of  the  Executive. 

Your  Bxeellency  will  perceive  that  this  Gor-^ 
ernmeot  has  no  other  alternative  than  to  adhere 
to  a  system  of  defence,  which  was  adopted,  on 
great  consideration,  with  the  best  view  to  the 
general  welfare,  or  to  abandon  It^  and  with  it  a 
principle  held  sacred^  thereby  shrinking  from  its 
duty,  at  a  moment  or  great  peril,  weakening  the 
guards  deemed  necessary  for  the  public  safety, 
and  opening  the  door  to  other  consequences  not 
less  dangerous. 

By  these  remarks  it  is  not  intended  to  conrey 
the  idea  that  a  militia  officer,  of  superior  grade, 
regularly  called  into  service,  shall  not  command 
an  officer  of  the  regular  army  of  inferior  grade, 
when  acting  together.  No  such  idea  is  entertainea 
by  the  Government  The  militia  are  relied  on 
essentially  for  the  defence  of  the  country :  in  their 
hands  everything  is  safe.  It  is  the  object  of  the 
Government  to  impose  on  them  no  burdens  which 
it  may  be  possible  to  avoid,  and  to  protect  them, 
io  the  discbarge  of  ihelr  duties,  in  tne  enjoyment 
of  all  their  rights.  ^ 

The  various  points  which  are  attacked  and 
menaced  by  the  enemy,  especially  in  this  quarter, 
where  they  are  waging,  in  considerable  force,  a 
predatory  and  desolating  warfare,  make  it  difficult 
to  provide  immediately  for  all  the  necessary  ex* 
penditures.  Any  aid  which  the  State  of  Massa* 
chusetts  may  afford  to  the  United  States  to  meet 
ebose  expenditures,  will  be  cheerfully  received, 
and  applied  to  the  payment  and  support  of  the 
militia  of  that  State  in  the  service  or  the  United 
States. 

It  will  be  proper  that  the  money  thus  advanced 
should  be  deposited  in  some  bank  in  Boston,  that 
the  disbursement  of  it  may  be  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
as  in  similar  cases  elsewhere.  Credit  will  be  given 
to  the  State  for  such  advances,  ttnd  the  amount 
be  considered  a  loan  to  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

[A  similar  letter  was  written  to  the  Governor 
of  Connecticut.] 


Sbahon,  (Conv.,)  July  2, 1813. 
Sir:  His  Excellency  Governor  Griswold  has 
received  from  Major  General  Henry  Dearborn  a 
letter;  under  date  of  the  22d  of  last  month,  re- 
questing that  ive  companies  of  the  militia  of  this 
State,  detached  conformably  to  the  act  of  Con* 
gress,  of  April  10^  1812,  may  be  ordered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  wit:  two  compa* 
nies  of  artillery,  and  two  companies  of  infantry, 
to  be  placed  under  the  command  of  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Trumbull,  near  New  Lon- 
don; and  one  company  of  artilkry,  to  be  station* 
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ed  at  the  battery  at  the  en  trance  of  the  harbor  of 
New  Haven. 

IrapreMed  with  the  deep  importance  of  the  re- 
4|ui8itioo,  and  the  serioat  consioeration  it  involves, 
bis  Excellency  deemed  it  expedient  to  convene 
the  Council,  at  Hartford,  on  Monday,  the  29th 
ultimo.  He  has  taken  their  advice  upon  this  in- 
leresting  subject,  and  has  formed  his  own  delibe- 
rate opinion ;  but,  as  he  is  under  the  necessity  of 
leaving  the  State  on  a  journey,  for  the  recovery 
0i  his  nealth,  it  becomes  my  doty,  as  Lieutenant 
Qbvernor,  to  communicate  to  yon  the  result.  The 
assurance  contained  in  the  Governor's  letter  of 
the  17th  June  last,  in  answer  to  youTs  of  the  12th 
of  the  same  month,  was  necessarily  given  in  full 
confidence  that  no  demand  would  be  made  by 
General  Dearborn,  but  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.  His 
EKellency  regrets  to  perceive  that  the  present 
requisition  is  supported  by  neither. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  or- 
dained that  Congress  may  **  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions."  Ac- 
eordinglv  the  acts  of  Congress,  of  February,  1795, 
and  of  April,  1812,  do  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  in  the  exigencies  abovementiooed. 

The  Governor  is  not  informed  of  any  declara- 
tion, made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  notice  by  him  given,  that  the  militia  are  re- 
quired "  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sop- 
press  insurrections,  or  repel  invasions,"  or  that 
"the  United  States  are  in  imminent  danger  of 
invasion."  As,  therefore,  none  of  the  contingen- 
cies enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  and  recog- 
nised by  the  laws,  are  known  to  have  taken  place, 
his  Excellency  considers  that  no  portion  of  the 
militia  of  this  State  can,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, be  withdrawn  from  his  authoritv. 

Fortner,  if  the  call  had  been  justified  by  either 
of  the  Constitutional  exigencies  already  cited,  still, 
in  the  view  of  his  Excellency,  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection presents  itself  against  placing  the  men 
under  the  immediate  command  of  an  officer  or 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

The  appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  militia 
is,  by  the  Constitution,  expressly  reserved  "  to  the 
States,  respectively."  In  the  event  of  their  being 
called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  cases  before  specified,  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  provide  for  their  being  called  forth  i^ 
militia^  furnished  with  proper  officers  by  the  State. 
And,  sir,  it  will  not  escape  your  recollection,  that 
the  detachment  from  the  militia  of  this  State, 
under  .the  act  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  April 
last,  is  reffolarly  organized  into  a  division,  con- 
'  sisting  of  brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  com- 
panies, and  supplied,  conformably  to  law,  with  all 
the  necessary  officers.  His  Excellency  conceives, 
then,  that  an  order  to  detach  a  number  of  compa- 
nies, sufficient  for  the  command  of  a  battalion 
officer,  and  place  them  under  the  command  of  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  cannot  with  propri- 
ety be  executed,  unless  we  were  also  prepared 
to  admit  that  the  privates  may  be  separated  from 
their  company  officers,  and  transfened  into  the 


Army  of  the  UnitediStates ;  thus  leaving  the  o&- 
eers  of  the  militia  without  any  eeminaod,  bat  in 
name,  and  in  effect  in^Nim^,  if  not  aoalhiJac- 
ing,  the  militia  itself,  so  aacrediy  goaiutied  b|r 
the  Constitution  to  the  several  Statou 

Under  these  impressions  the  Governor  hfts 
thought  proper,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
Council,  to  xefuse  a  compliance  with  the  rcquifii- 
tion  of  Major  General  Dearborn. 

His  Excellency  is  sincerely  disposed  to  comply 
promptly,  with  all  the  Constitutional  reqocscs  {a 
the  National  £lxecotive— a  dispoeiiion  which  taM 
ever  been  manifested  by  the  Goveruneat  of  this 
State ;  and  he  laments  the  occasion  which  ihos 
compels  him  to  yield  obedience  to  the  paiam<Mial 
authority  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uu- 
ted  States.  He  trusto  the  General  CSoTernmeiiC 
will  speedily  provide  an  adequate  force  for  che 
security  and  protection  of  the  seaeoasc  Jo  the 
meantime  his  Excellency  has  issued  the  Bcees* 
sary  orders  to  the  General  officers  commandtng 
the  militia  in  that  quarter,  to  be  in  readiness  to 
repel  anjr  invasion  which  may  be  attempted  upon 
that  portion  of  the  Sute ;  and  to  co-operate  with 
such  part  of  the  National  forces  as  snail  be  em- 
ployed for  the  same  purpose. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  dse. 

JOHN  COTTON  SMITH. 

Hon.  William  Eustis, 

Secretary  rf  War, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Ezeellem^  John  Cekfen 
Smith,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Nbw  Londoh,  yime  7, 1813L 

I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  5th  iosunt,  mod 
found  about  six  hundred  of  the  militia  of  this 
State  stationed  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river,  who 
had  been  assembled  under  the  circumstances  men- 
tioned in  my  letter  from  Hartford,  of  theM  iast. 

I  shall  not  disband  any  part  of  the  miliu'a  uatil 
a  communication  is  received  from  Commodore 
Decatur,  being  heartily  disposed  to  assist  his 
views  in  affording  all  possible  protection  to  the 
squadron  and  harbor*  i  will  address  yon  again 
before  my  departure  from  this  place,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  am  desirous  of  receiving  the  instnic- 
tions  of  the  President  as  to  the  course  proper  to 
be  pursued. 

Extract  of  s  letter  from  his  EzcellenGy  3ohn  CoCtoo 
Smith,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

N£w  Lomoon,  June  12, 181X 
On  a  consultation  with  Commodore  DecatttVi 
as  proDosed  in  my  last,  it  was  concluded  to  relaia 
the  whole  of  the  miiiiia  then  assembled,  until 
their  places  ^ould  be  supplied  by  two  reginftents 
drawn  from  the  neighborhood.  Ordera  were  is* 
sued  accordingly. 

But,  on  the  arrival  of  the  two  regiments,  infor- 
mation was  received  that  a  bomb  ketch  had  heea 
added  to  the  enemy's  squadron,  and  that  pre/sar- 
atiuns  were  evidently  making  for  an  atucx.  At 
the  instance  of  Commodore  Decatur./Who  knows 
best  his  own  capacity  of  meeting  the  exigeQcy, 
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md  on  whose  optnioii,  therefore,  I  miist  greatly 
relf ,  the  whole  force  wae  directed  to  remain^  ex* 
eeptiof^  such  iadiridttalaas  were  ooder  a  pressing 
Decessity  of  returning  to  their  homes.  The  num* 
ber  of  militia  now  here  is  aboot  fifteen  hondred, 
ioclttding  officeis. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  John  Cotton 
Smith,  to  the  SecreUiy  of  War,  dated 

Nbw  Londoh,  Jiine  16, 1812. 

Tour  faTor  of  the  12th  instant  is  received,  and 
has  afbrded  me  much  pleasure. 

The  details  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  I 
trust,  will  fully  justify,  in  the  Tiew  of  the  Presi- 
dent^ the  additional  force  it  was  then  thought  ne- 
cessary to  employ.  After  closing  my  despatches 
on  that  dav,  the  hostile  fleet  got  under  sail,  ap- 
proached tne  harbor,  and  fired  several  shots  at  the 
guards,  and,  to  all  appearance,  were  meditating 
an  attack. 

Whether  the  display  of  so  respectable  a  body 
of  troops,  or  some  other  cause,  discouraged  them 
from  the  attempt  is  not  known.  The  enterprise 
was  for  that  time  abandoned,  and  on  the  14th 
two  of  their  ships  passed  eastward,  out  of  the 
Sound. 

As  soon  as  information  of  this  diminution  of 
the  squadron  was  received,  orders  were  issued  to 
disband  the  two  regiments  that  were  first  brought 
into  the  field,  and  a  further  reduction  of  the  troops 
is  this  day  made,  to  the  number  mentioned  in 
your  letter. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  John  Cotton 
8atth,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

State  or  Connecticut, 

iSSIkoron,  August  1, 1814. 

Tour  letter  of  the  4th  July  last  reached  me  on 
the  16th  of  the  same  month. 

Although  there  appears  to  be  no  act  of  Con- 
gress expressly  authorixlng  a  detachment  from 
the  militia,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  your 
communication,  yet  the  respect  due  to  a  recom- 
mendation from  the  President,  havio|^  for  its  ob- 
ject the  defence  of  the  country,  induced  me,  with- 
out unnecessary  delay,  to  convene  the  Council  of 
the  StatC)  and  to  submit  the  proposition  to  their 
consideration. 

That  honorable  body  having  advised  the  Exe- 
cutive to  detach  the  number  of  militia  suggested, 
as  the  proportion  of  Connecticut,  orders  were  im- 
mediately issued  to  that  effect,  and  you  will  be 
speedilj  informed^  by  the  proper  officer,  of  their 
execution. 


Copy  of  a  letter  fiom  General  Coshing  to  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Smith,  dated 

Mll«.  DlST.,  No.  2j  HEADaUARTEBB, 

New  London,  Aug.  1, 1814. 
Sir:  I  have  been  notified  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  that,  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  a  requisi- 
tion waa  nuule  on  the  Bxecutiye  of  the  State  of 


Connecticut  for  a  body  of  militia,  to  be  organized 
and  held  in  readineas  tor  immediate  service;  and 
lam  instructed  by  him,  ^'in  case  of  actual  or 
menaced  invasion  of  the  district  under  my  com- 
mand, to  call  for  a  part  or,  the  whole  of  the  quo- 
tas assigned  to  the  States  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  which  shall  ^have  been  organized- 
and  equipped  under  the  vaforesaid  requisition." 
But  in  the  performance  of  this  duty  I  am  charged 
"  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  calls ;  to  proportion  the 
calls  to  the  exigency;  and  to  have  inspected, 
without  delay,  all  corps  entering  on  the  service, 
to  the  end  that  men  who,  from  any  caose^  are 
unfit  therefor,  be  promptly  discharged,  and  that  a 
due  proportion,  in  all  cases,  be  maintained  be- 
tween officers  and  privates." 

It  is  iiot  deemed  necessary  to  call  any  part  of 
the  quota  of  Connecticut  into  the  service  of  the 
(Jolted  States  at  this  time;  but  it  is  desirable  that 
the  draught  be  made,  and  the  men  held  in  readi- 
ness for  immediate  service,  whenever  circum- 
stances may  indicate  an  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  to  invade  any  part  of  the  State.  And 
I  have,  therefore,  to  request  your  Excellency  to 
inform  me  whether  the  quota  of  militia  required 
of  this  State  by  the  aforesaid  requisition  has  been, 
or  will  be  "organized  and  held  in  readiness  for 
immediate  service?"  whether,  on  my  reijuisition, 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  militia  will  be 
ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  first  instance,  or  to  such  General  and  field 
officers  as  may  have  been  detailed  for  thisservicel 
and,  generally,  that  your  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  favor  me  with  such  information  and 
opinions,  in  relation  to  the  objects  and  designs  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  the  defence  of  this  State,  as 
you  may  think  proper  to  communicate. 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  as  commanding  officer 
of  thie  military  district,  it  will  be  my  constant 
endeavor  to  preserve  the  strictest  harmony  and 
good  will  between  the  National  troops  and  the 
militia;  and  that  the  rights  of  the  latter,  as  se- 
cured bv  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  our  coun- 
try, shall  be  duly  respected  by  every  officer  and 
soldier  under  my  command. 


ExtracU  of  a  letter  from  John  G.  Smith  to  General 
Gushing,  dated 

State  or  Connecticut, 

Skaron^  August  4, 1814. 

"  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant. 

'*  The  Adjutant  Qeneral  is  directed  to  send  you 
a  transcript  of  the  Qeneral  Orders,  issued  on  the 
28th  ultimo,  for  orj^anizing  and  holding  in  readi- 
ness a  body  of  militia,  pursuant  to  a  recommend- 
ation from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
To  that  document  I  must  refer  you  for  answers 
to  most  of  your  inquiries." 

^'  The  militia,  whenever  their  services  are  re- 
quired, will  expect  to  march  under  orders  received 
from  their  Commander-in-Chief;  and  such  orders 
as  the  exigency  demand,  you  may  rest  assured, 
shall  be  promptly  given." 
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Statb  of  ComiKTIODT, 

Hartford,  My  28, 1814. 
Qeneral  Orden: 

The  CoqamaDder-iD-Cblef  has  received  a  com- 
moDiealion  from  the  Presideot  of  the  Uaited 
States,  inriting  the  Executives  of  certain  States 
to  organize,  and  hold  io  readiness  for  immediate 
service,  a  corps  of  ninety-three  thoasand  five  hun- 
dred men,  "as  a  measure  of  precaution  to  strength- 
en ourselves  on  the  line  of  the  Atlantic,"  and  as- 
signing, as  the  quota  of  Connecticut,  three  hun- 
dred artillery,  and  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
infantry,  with  a  detail  of  Qeneral  and  Staff  offi- 
cers. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  having  thought  pro- 
per, by  advice  of  the  Council,  to  comply  with  the 
recommendation,  directs  that  dispositions  be  im- 
mediately made  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect. 

Accordingly  the  number  of  artillery  and  infan- 
try abovementioned,  including  the  regimental 
officers,  will  be  detached  from  the  militia  of  the 
State,  exempting  from  the  draught  such  as  have, 
either  in  person  or  by  substitute*  performed  a  tour 
of  duty  the  present  season.  Volunteer  uniform 
companies  will  be  accepted.  The  whole  to  be 
formed  into  four  regimeats,  and  duly  officered. 
Their  places  of  rendezvous  as  follows,  to  wit :  for 
the  first  regiment,  Hartford;  for  the  second.  New 
Haven ;  for  the  third,  Norwich ;  and  for  the  fourth, 
Fairfield.  One  Major  General  and  one  Brigadier 
General  will  be  detailed  in  the  usual  manner; 
also  one  Deputy  Quartermaster  (General;  and, 
instead  of  an  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  (there 
being  no  such  officer  in  the  militia  of  this  State,) 
there  shall  be  detailed  one  Division  Inspector. 

The  troops  thus  detached  are  to  be  completely 
armed  and  equipped  according  to  law,  and,  until 
otherwise  directed,  will  be  held  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment*^  warning,  for  the  purpose  of 
repelling  invasions  of  the  enemy,  under  such 
orders  as  they  shall  receive  from  the  Commander* 
in-Chief. 

Notwithstanding  this  arrangement,  it  is  confi- 
dently expected  that  the  whole  body  of  militia, 
and  every  other  description  of  military  force,  will 
bear  in  mind  the  general  orders  issued  on  the  19th 
of  April  last,  and  will  stand  in  complete  readi- 
ness lor  the  defence  of  the  State,  at  tius  aaaanal 
period  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

E.  HUNTINGTON,  Adj.  Gen. 

Norwich,  August  11^  1814. 
Sir:  Bv  desire  of  his  Excellency  Governor 
Smith,  I  nave  forwarded  a  copy  of  his  general 
order,  of  28th  July,  for  your  information,  on  some 
points  of  inquiry  made  to  him.    I  am,  «^., 

B.  HUNTINGTON,  ild;.  Gen. 
Brigadier  General  Cussing. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  (General  Gushing  to  the  Gov- 
emor  of  Conaectieiftt,  dated 
.  Mil.  Dist.,  No.  3,  Heaoudartbrs, 

New  London^Auguei  10, 1814. 
Sir  :  By  Major  Gkneral  Wflliams's  communi- 
cation of  this  date,  your  Excellency  will  be  fully 


informed  of  the  state  of  thisgs  in  Mm  quarts-, 
and  by  the  eneioaed  distract  or^,that  the  militia 
ordered  out  by  him,  at  my  reqmesi,  are  to  fona  a 
brigade,  in  the  service  of  the  Uaited States^  ander 
the  command  of  Brigadier  Gkneiml  l^am. 

Your  Excellency's  eommaoicatioa  of  the  4<ii 
instant  was  received  this  moniing,  sinee  vhieh 
General  Williams  has  furnished  me  with  yom 
general  order  of  the  28th  of  Jaly ;  but  I  have  heard 
nothing  from  the  Adjutant  General  oa  this  sah- 
ject. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  aafety  of  tlis  StMiB 
requires  that  fifteen  hundred  inlaatry,  sad  two 
companies  of  artillery,  duly  officered.  laA  to  be 
commanded   by  a   Brigadier    Gkaeni  oC  \)itt 
State's  quota  of  ninety*three  thonsand  ftve  hai- 
dred  men,  required  by  the  President  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States  ''.to  be  organized  and  held  in  leadincB 
for  immediate  service,"  shoald  be  immediately 
detached  from  the  said  quota,  and  ordered  to  this 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  militia  now 
on  duty  here,  if  circumstancea  shoald  jostify  the 
measure,  or  to  increase  our  means  of  defence,  ia 
the  event  of  more  formidable  and  vigorous  op- 
erations on  the  part  of  the  enemy.    And  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  your  ExceUeacy  to  make 
and  place  the  said  detachment  under  my  com- 
mand.   It  19  desirable  that  the  Bnjgadier  General 
to  be  detached  on  this  service  shoohf  be  instmcted 
by  your  Excellency  to  report  himself  to  me,  by 
letter,  immediately  after  he  shall  have  been  so 
detached,  to  inform  me  of  his  rooie  to  thU  place, 
and  the  probable  time  of  his  arrival ;  and  to  le^ 
ceive  and  obey  any  orders  he  may  receive  fron 
me  while  on  his  march. 

I  have  the  himor  to  be,  dec, 

T.  H.  GUSHING. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Smith, 

Governor  of  ConnectiaO. 


Copy  of  Adjutant  General  P. 
dated 


P.  Sclrajte's  sfdeis^ 


Mil.  Dist.,  No.  2,  HEAnauARtBC, 

New  London,  ift^^variO,  1614. 
District  Orders: 

The  militia  of  this  State,' ordered  into  sexriee 
yesterday  by  Major  General  Williams,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Commanding  General  of  the  district, 
are  to  be  considered  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  will  form  a  brigade,  under  the  coai- 
mand  of  Brigadier  General  Isham,  who  will  fer- 
nish  a  return,  by  regiments,  to  the  AdjotaacGn- 
eral  of  the  district  the  soonest  possible. 

Until  the  proper  returns  of  General  Isham's 
brigade  can  be  obtained,  the  contractor  will  issue 
provisions  on  the  requisitions  of  Major  Goddard, 
countersigned  by  the  Commanding  Qenetal;  and 
the  Major  will  be  held  responaible  for  tlie  proper 
application  of  all  provisions  *  so  received,  aa^ 
which  must  be  covered  by  regular  return^  s9 
soon  as  the  strength  of  the  brigade  can  be  aseer- 
tained. 

By  order  of  the  Commanding  GoieraL 
P.  P.  SCHUYLER, 

AdfiOani  6meraL 
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Sxtiftet  of  a  letter  from  Brfgedier  Gon^nl  T.  H. 
Oadmig  to  the  Seeretiay  of  War,  dated 

Mil.  Dist.,  No.  2,  HsADanARTBRs, 
New  London,  Aug,  12, 1814, 10  o'efocfc,  P.  M. 
"By  the  letter  of  the  11th  iosunt,  from  Gov- 
ernor Smith,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  yoo  will 
see  that  he  hae  ordered  the  militia  called  for  on 
the  10th;  hut,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated, 
claims  the  right  of  placing  a  Major  General  at 
their  head.  I  shall  endeaTor  to  satisfV  him  that, 
with  the  number  of  men  called  for,  a  Major  Gen- 
eral cannot  be  received ;  but,  if  he  should  per- 
sist, how  is  the  difficulty  to  be  gotten  over  'P 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Cotton  Smith  to  General 
Cashing,  dated 

StaTB  or  CONNBCTICDT.  SQAftOH, 

Augwt  11, 1814,  9  &chck,A.  M. 

'*  Your  communication,  by  express,  is  this  mo- 
ment received. 

*'  Maior  General  Williams  is  directed  to  retain 
the  militia  now  on  duty  until  they  shall  be  re- 
lieved by  the  force  ordered  out,  conformably  to 
your  request,  or  unless  circumstances  shall  justify 
an  earlier  dismission. 

*'  It  is  probable  the  draught  for  the  new  detach- 
ment is  not  completed;  but  Brieadier  General 
Lusk,  detailed  under  the  orders  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
is  instructed,  by  the  return  of  the  express,  to  has- 
ten it  as  fast  as  possible,  and  to  march,  without 
a  momeot's  delay,  with  the  first  and  third  regi- 
ments, whose  places  of  rendezvous  are  Hartford 
and  Norwich.  Their  numbers  will  make  the 
complement  you  require,  including  artillery. 

"  As  the  force  requested  by  yoo  will  constitute 
a  majority  of  the  detachment,  there  is  an  evident 
f  ropriety  that  it  should  be  commanded  by  the 
Major  General  detailed  pursuant  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  President.  He  will  accordingly 
be  directed  to  enter  the  service  as  soon  as  the  ne- 
cessarv  arrangements  will  permit.  In  the  mean- 
time Brigadier  General  Lusk  is  ordered  to  report 
himself  to  you  agreeably  to  your  desire." 

Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Brigadier  General  T.  H.  Gusli* 
ing  to  the  Secretary  of  Waiv  dated 
Mil.  Dist.,  No.  8,  HEAoatTARTERs, 

Sew  London^  AuguH  29, 1814. 

"  I  deem  it  proper,  at  this  time,  to  lay  before 
you  a  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  Governor 
Smith,  from  the  14th  to  the  28(h,  inclusive.  Un- 
willing to  relinquish  his  project  for  introducing  a 
Major  General  of  militia  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  the  Governor  has  attempt^  to 
prevail  on  me  to  accept  a  command  of  six  hun^ 
dred  men.  to  be  posted  at  New  Haven,  under  the 
commana  of  Major  General  Taylor,  who,  it  ap- 
pears,  must  be  provided  for. 

^'  I  have  agreed  to  accept  the  men,  if  properly 
officered,  becatise  it  will  enable  me  to  discharffe 
an  equal  number,  which  must  otherwise  be 
marched  from  this  neighborhood;  but  1  have 
pointedly  refused  to  recognise  the  Major  Gene- 


ra), or  to  have  the  men  muatered  and  aupalied, 
on  any  other  consideration  but  that  of  their  bekig 
subject  to  my  orders." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Gushing  to 
his  Excellency  John  Gotten  Smith,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Gonnectieut,  dated 

Mil.  DisTn  No.  2,  HEADOUARTfiRs, 

New  Londoriy  Augutt  14, 1814. 

'^  A  brigade  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
should  consist  of  two  thousand  men,  and  the  de« 
tachment  of  militia  required  of  your  Excellency, 
by  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  does  not  exceed 
one  thousand  seven  hundred,  which  is  probably 
leas  than  any  brigade  of  militia  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut.  In  asking  for  a  Brigadier  Gkneral 
to  command  this  force,  I  have  certainly  gone  aa 
far  as  I  am  authorized  by  my  instractions  from 
the  War  Department;  which  are,  **that  a  doe 
proportion,  in  all  cases,  be  maintained  betweea 
officers  and  privates ;"  and  1  trust  that,  oa  reflec- 
tion, your  Excellency  will  relinquish  the  idea  of 
orderinff  a  Major  General  to  assume  the  command 
of  less  uian  a  complete  brigade. 

"  Should  circumstances  require  a  further  call 
for  men,  to  an  extent  equal  to  a  Major  General's 
command,  including  the  one  thousand  seven  hua- 
dred,  I  shall  not  fail  to  include  that  officer  in  my 
requisition." 


Gopy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  Geaeial  Gashing  to 
his  Excellency  John  Gotton  Smith,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Gonneeticnt,  dated 

MiJU  Diar.,  No.  3»  HaAnopAaTBRS, 
New  Lomimi,  Amgmi  24, 1814. 

A  copy  of  your  Excellency's  letter  to  me  of  the 
11th  instant  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  him  on  the  subject  of 
militia  draughts,  and  a  copy  of  the  rulea  referred 
to  in  his  letter* 

In  actii^  on  the  late  requisition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, for  three  thousand  men,  to  be  oiganized  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  I  had  prestimed 
that  your  Excellency  would  have  pursued  the 
course  suggested  by  that  requisition,  and  formed 
the  State's  quota  into  three  regiments,  of  one 
thousand  men  each  \  and,  under  that  impressioui 
in  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  did  not  express 
the  number  of  privates,  non-commissioned  and 
commissioned  officers,  required.  It  now  appears 
that  a  different  coarse  has  been  adopted,  and  the 
quota  of  the  State  formed  into 'four  regiments; 
but,  although,  in  point  of  form,  there  is  consider- 
able difference  between  the  three  thousand  men, 
as  organized  by  your  Excellency,  and  the  same 
numter,  as  orgarnized  in  the  Army  qf  the  United 
States,  yet,  as  a  due  proportion  between  officers 
and  privates  will  be  maintained,  and  no  additional 
expense  incurred,  I  shall  consider  the  spirit  and 
intention  of  the  rule  as  haying  been  fully  com- 
plied with,  bv  the  organization  which  your  Ex- 
cellenoy  has  oeen  pleased  to  direct. 
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Eztnd  of  a  lettar  from  fall  BzoriloDcy  John  CoUob 

Bmith,  GoTonior  of  tho  8uto  of  Coniioctieal*  to 

Brigadier  General  Ciuhing,  dated 

HARTroRD,  AugUKt  25, 1814. 

^  As  yoQ  setm,  5ir,  not  to  have  aoderstood,  cor- 
rectly, the  views  of  this  Gkivernineot,  with  respect 
to  the  late  detachment,  it  is  fit  that  I  state  them 
to  you  distinctly. 

**  The  commanic^tion  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, under  date  of  the  4tb  July  last,  relative  to 
a  detachment  from  the  militia,  for  the  purpose 
therein  mentioned,  did  not  assume  the  style  of  a 
*  requisition,'  and  for  the  obvious  reason,  that  there 
existed  no  law  to  authorize  it.  The  invitation  (for 
such  was  its  purport)  was  accepted  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  this  State,  uom  a  desire  to  co-operate  in 
what  appeared  to  the  President  a  proper  measure 
of  defence  for  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  terms  of 
compliance  are  contained  in  the  general  orders 
issued  on  the  28th  July,  a  transcript  of  which 

rou  have  received.  In  organizing  the  regiment, 
conformed  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  the  8th  May,  1792.  I  am  not 
informed  that  there  is  now  in  operation  any  other 
act  of  the  National  Legislature  on  that  subject 
If  your  instructions  from  the  War  Department 
materially  interfere  with  the  requirements  of  this 
act,  it  is  indeed  a  subject  of  regret,  but  not  of 
doubt,  as  to  the  authority  which  ought,  in  suoh 
ease,  to  prevail. 

^  I  am  happy,  however,  to  perceive^  that  you 
do  not  consider  the  difference  as  essentially  vary- 
ing the  result." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Cashing  to 
his  Ezoellency  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Conaectacnt,  dated 

Mil.  Dibt.,  No.  2,  HRaoauARTRRn, 

AuguH  28, 1814 

^  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  25th  instant 
was  received  last  evening,  and  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  the  next  mail. 

^  Not  having  the  communication  from  the  War 
Department,  under  date  of  the  4th  July,  before 
me,  when  my  letter  to  your  Excellency,  of  the 
24th  instant,  was  written,  I  inadvertently  used 
the  term  requisition,  when  I  should  have  em- 
ployed that  of  invitation ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  as- 
sure your  Excellency  that  this  was  done  without 
any  intention  or  desire  of  giving  to  the  iovitation 
of  the  President,  or  the  acceptance  of  your  Bz- 
eellency,  a  different  understanding  from  that  origi- 
nally intended." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  T.  H.  Cash- 
ing to  the  Secretvrj  of  War,  dated 
Mii«  Di8T.,  No.  2,  HeanauART6R8| 
New  Londim,  Sept.  2, 1814. 


^  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Governor  Smith,  of  the  30th  of  August, 
with  my  reply  of  this  date. 


ted  Statea;  aad  it  is  poastUe  an  alteapc  may  he 
made  to  withdraw  the  brigmde  now  in  serWee.  1 
am,  however,  of  opinion,  that  this  will  not  be  done 
before  the  meeting  of  the  LegLsUtme." 


Copy  of  a  jotter  from  his  Ezeellflii^  John  C 
to  Brigadier  General '^ 


'<It  is  now  pretty  evident  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  have  determined  that  therr  miHtia 
ahall  not  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  Uni- 


Hartford,  AuguH  30, 181i 

Sir  :  Colonel  Watd  has  deltTered  me  yoir letter 
of  the  28th  instant. 

In  referring  you  to  the  Tiews  of  tkii  GbrrrB- 
ment  respecting  the  detaehiDeot  lately  orfuiied, 
it  was  my  design  not  to  criticise  yoarlatcnut, 
but  to  point  your  attention  to  the  precise  eoaiv 
tions  upon  which  that  detachraenc  was  foraei 
The  right  of  command,  yoa  will  perceive,  u  ex- 
pressly reserved.    The  detachmeot  thus  eooai- 
tuted  is  accepted ;  and  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
reservation  just  mentioned,  yoa  requested  a  large 
portion  of  the  troops  for  public  serriee.    What- 
ever sentiments,  therefore,  may  be  entertained  ss 
to  the  right  of  the  Executive  of  the  State  to  di- 
rect iu  military  force,  when  ordinarily  employed 
in  the  national  service,  it  surely  cannot  be  qoet- 
tioned  In  the  present  instance.    IC,  at  your  jmrtic 
alar  desire,  Brtaadier  General  Lusfc  was  ordeted 
to  report  himself  to  you,  in  the  manner  saggesied 
in  my  letter  of  the  llih  instant  f  crast  ft  erioces 
a  spirit  of  accommodation  which  will  be  duly 
appreciated. 

I  think,  sir,  you  will  be  satisfied,  apon  re&et- 
tion,  that  you  should  have  re^vesCed  the  Ma\Q( 
General,  when  you  called  for  a  majority  of  the 
detachment ;  especially  if  you  consider  that  so- 
other brigade  of  militia  was  at  that  thne  on  dotr; 
and,  from  appearances,  the  serrices  of  both  ini|^ 
become  necessary.  That  a  Brigadier  General  of 
the  regular  army,  with  no  troops  in  the  fidd, 
should  insist  on  the  command  of  two  eatfre  brig- 
ades  of  milita,  whose  Brigadier  Generah  held  se- 
nior commissions,  would  have  produced  a  case 
whic^  neither  precedent  nor  principle  coaU  justify. 
To  avoid  so  unusual  and  embarrassing  a  ssaie  of 
things.  It  became  my  duty  to  order  the  Major 
General  into  service.  Having  been  properly  de- 
tailed, no  casual  diminution  of  nnmbmeaa  aleet 
his  right  of  command. 

I  enclose  vou  the  opinion  of  the  Coimdl  in  le- 
lation  as  well  to  this  point  as  to  the  emptoyvMRt 
of  a  larger  force  at  New  Haven  and  Endjepoit 
Their  opinion  is  in  perfect  accordance  wiib  ay 
own,  and,  therefore,  will  be  carried  ialo  efet* 
The  troops  destined  for  these  posts  wiZf  am've 
at  New  Haven  on  the  8th,  and  at  Bridgeport  on 
the  13th  of  September  next.    If  no  oliRroC  the 
United  States  appears  to  muster  them,  that  duty 
will  be  performed  by  an  officer  of  the  militii. 
agreeabl  V  to  the  late  act  of  Congress.    If  suppito 
are  withheld  by  your  order,  they  will  be  furnished 
by  the  proper  officers  of  the  State,  and  chanptf 
over  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  hoped  the  services  of  the  third  rcgiant 
may  be  dispensed  with  for  the  present 

From  the  harmony  with  which  the  sffncewaa 
conducted  the  last  season,  under  ao  amagemeat 
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not  ^Kentially  dissimilar,  I  flattered  mpelf  that 
a  temper  eqaallf  eoociliatorr  woald  distiogoish 
the  present  campaigD.  Whilst  I  lament  that  any 
difference  of  opinion  should  exist  as  to  the  par- 
ticular mode  of  defending  oar  country,  at«  mo- 
ment when  its  dearest  inierests  are  in  jeopardy,  I 
cannot  lose  sight  of  the  high  duties  which  I  am 
solemnly  bound  to  discharge. 

Eztrtet  ftom  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  and 

Cotincil,  at  a  mcetiDf  held  at  Hartlordy  the  MUi 

day  of  Augnrt,  A.  B.  1814« 

His  Bxeelleney  the  Governor  laid  before  the 
Council  a  correspondence  between  him  and 
Brigadier  €ienerai  Gushing,  in  regard  to  the 
command  of  two  regiments  of  the  militia  of  this 
State,  now  in  service,  and  requested  the  advice 
of  the  Council  thereon. 

The  Council,  on  mature  deliberation,  cannot 
doubt  the  right  or  expediency,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, of  having  in  service,  from  this  State, 
a  Major  General^  authorized  to  command  such 
portions  of  the  military  force  as  is,  or  may  be,  in 
service  for  its  defence. 


Sxtraet  of  a  letter  from  General  Gushing  to  John  C. 
8mith»  Governor  of  Conneetiont,  dated 

If  lu  Di«T.|  No.  2,  HBAnauARTsas, 
New  London,  Sept.  2, 1814k 

Your  Bxeelleney 's  letter  of  the  SOih  of  August 
was  received  this  morning  by  the  Southern  mail. 

Whether  I  have  understood  "  th«  views  of  the 
Government,  (Connecticut)  respecting  the  de- 
tachment lately  organixed,"  or  not,  is,  in  my  esti- 
mation, a  question  of  no  importance  at  this  time, 
since,  by  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  of 
August,  your  ESxceUeocy  wiinhere  find  the  con- 
ditions on  which  the  draughted  militia,  now  in 
service,  were  asked  for,  and  have  been  received 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  If  these 
conditions  did  not  accord  with  the  *^  views  of  this 
Ciovernment,"  it  is  not  for  me  to  assign  the  mo- 
tive which  induced  your  Excellency  to  make  the 
detachment;  but.  while  I  remt  that  any  misun- 
derstanding should  exist  on  this  subject,  I  feel  con- 
fident that  my  communications  have  been  too  ex- 
plicit to  leave  a  doubt  as  to  tne  course  authorized 
and  enjoined  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fimn  his  Bxeelleney  John  Cotton 
Smith  to  the  Becretaiy  of  War,  dated 

State  of  Connecticut, 

Hartfbrdy  Sept.  3, 1814. 

In  conseuuence  of  the  exposed  and  defenceless 
situation  or  the  town  of  New  Haven,  and  borough 
of  Bridgeport,  I  have  thought  proper^  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Council,  to  order  into  service  six  hun- 
dred men,  for  the  protection  of  these  places. 

The  general  officer  of  the  United  States,  located 
at  New  London,  has  been  advised  of  this  proce- 
dure, and  has  also  been  requested  to  cause  the 
tioope  to  be  duly  mustered  and  supplied. 

He  admits  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  but, 


as  I  understand,  refuses  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest, and  on  grounds  which,  in  my  view,  are 
wholly  inadmissible. 

It  i^  my  duty,  sir,  to  inform  you  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  express  the  assurance  I  feel 
that  you  will  order  the  requisite  supplies  to  be 
immediately  furnished. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  John  Cotton 
Smith  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  War,  dated 

State  op  Connecticut, 
Hartford,  Sept.  14, 1814. 

I  am  informed  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  at 
New  London,  has  refused  any  further  subsistence 
to  the  militia  now  on  duty  in  that  vicinity,  upon 
the  unfounded  pretext,  that  they  are  withdrawn 
from  service  by  my  authority.  Unwilling  to 
hazard  the  safety  of  those  posts,  and  the  national 
property  in  the  river,  by  disbanding  thf  troops, 
I  have  directed  the  Commissary  Ckneral  of  the 
State  to  provide  for  them,  until  the  pleasure  of 
the  President  shall  be  known. 

You  will  perceive  the  importance,  sir,  of  appri- 
zing me,  without  delay,  whether  the  agent  is  to 
be  countenanced  in  the  course  he  has  thought 
proper  to  adopt :  and,  also,  how  far  I  am  to  rely 
on  the  General  Government  for  assistance, in  the 
necessary  defence  of  the  State. 

[Note. — A  letter  was  written  to  the  Gh>vernor 
of  Connecticut,  in  reply  to  these  letters  to  the  De- 
partment of  War,  to  the  same  efi^t  with  that  to 
the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  of  September 
14, 1814] 


''X'^ 


of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe^  Secretaiy  of 
ar,  to  hie  Exoellenej  John  C.  Smith,  Ctovemor 

of  Connectkaty  dated 

Octobeb  17, 1814. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Bx-> 
cellency's  communication  of  — — -.  The  letters 
mentioned  in  it  had  been  before  received. 

The  regulations  of  this  Department,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  having  de- 
signated commands  for  different  grades  of  general 
omoers  of  the  militia-^two  thousand  men  for  a 
Brigadier  General— and  General  Cushingnot  hav- 
ing called  for  more  than  two  thousand  men  at  any 
time,  and  there  not  being  more  than  that  number 
of  militia  in  the  field,  it  was  thought  that  the 
command  of  them  ought  not  to  be  committed  to 
a  Major  General  of  the  militia. 

The  tendency  of  such  an  arrangement  would 
be  to  take  the  force  assembled  for  the  defence  of 
the  military  district^  No.  2,  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  officer  to  whom  the  President  had  intrusted 
it.  It  was  on  this  principle  that  my  letter  to 
your  Excellency,  of  the  17th  of  September,  was 
addressed,  and  with  intention  to  explain  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  arrangemenu  of  this  Gtov^ra- 
ment  were  made,  for  the  defence  of  every  part  of 
the  United  States;  which  explanation  I  gave  on 
a  belief  that  it  would  be  satisfactory,  and  that  it 
was  particoiarly  my  duty  to  give  it /at  this  very 
important  crisis  of  our  affairs. 
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It  is,  however,  diBtioctly  to  be  omleffBtood  that 
if  the  whole  quota  astigoed  to  Coonecticut  had 
been  called  ioto  service,  it  woald  have  been  pro- 
per to  have  comiDitted  the  command  to  a  Major 
Qenerai  of  the  militia,  who,  in  cases  where  he 
and  a  Brigadier  General  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ntted  States  acted  together,  woald  take  the  com- 
mand  of  him.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

Copy  of  a  letter  lirom  T.  H.  Cashing,  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral, to  the  Secretsij  of  Wsr,  deted 
Mil.  D18T.,  No.  2,  HBAnanaRTERs, 
Nsw  London,  September  12, 1814. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  copies,  marked  (a)  (6)  (c) 
and  (d)  will  show  yoa  the  situation  in  which  1 
amjplaced,  with  respect  to  the  militia  in  the  State 
of  Cfonnectieut,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  repel  any  attack  of  the  enemy  within  its 
limits,  not  directed  against  the  forts  in  this  harbor, 
or  the  verf  small  and  inconsiderable  battery  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  Haven. 

Theletter  of  Governor  Smith  was  delivered  to 
me  yesterday  morning,  by  the  Aid  of  Major  Gene- 
ral Taylor.  I  inquired  whether  his  Qenerai  had 
been  ordered  into  service  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  assured  him,  if  this  was 
the  case,  I  would,  most  cheerfully,  resign  to  him, 
not  only  the  command  of  the  draughted  militia, 
but  of  this  military  district.  He  replied  that 
General  Taylor  had  no  such  orders ;  but  that  he 
had  been  ordered  by  Governor  Smith  to  take 
command  of  the  draoshted  militia  of  Connecti- 
cut, in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
woald  immediately  assume  the  command,  and 
issue  his  orders  agreeably  to  the  Governor's  in- 
etrnctions. 

Fittdinr  that  the  usual  report  of  the  brigade 
was  not  famished  by  Brigadier  General  Lusk,  I 
sent  for  him  to  inquire  the  reason  for  this  neglect, 
and  to  admonish  him  of  the  conseqaeaees  which 
would  ensue,  in  the  event  of  his  failing  to  dis- 
cbarge the  duties  of  his  station,  as  an  officer  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  such,  not 
accoantable  to  Governor  Smith,  or  any  of  his 
militia  Generals. 

The  Brigadier  requested  .a  short  time  to  make 
ap  his  mindf  as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue ; 
and  I  heard  nothing  more  from  him  until  two 
o'clock  this  day,  when  his  answer  to  my  note  was 
received,  and  the  enclosed  district  order  imme- 
diately issued. 

I  understand  that  General  Taylor  is  making 
arrangements  for  the  supply  of  Lusk's  brigade  at 
this  plaee,  and  in  Its  neighborhood  ;  and  it  will 
readily  occur  to  you  that  the  powar  to  call  mili- 
tia into  service,  vested  in  me  by  the  President^ 
proclamation^  cannot  be  exercised  to  any  benfi- 
ofal  result,  since,  the  moment  such  militia  shall 
have  assembled,  ia  pursoanee  of  my  requisition, 
they  will  be  taken  from  me  by  State  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.  H.  GUSHING. 

The  Hon.  Jamm  Momroe, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Co] 


(0.) 


»py  of  a  letter  from  his  ExcdkiE;  hkt  Gbte 
Smith,  Govemer  of  the  Stite  of  ^bmhIihii 
Brigadier  General  Cnriiing,  datad  ^^  ^ 

HAiTPOw,5qtj,i8i4 
S»:    Conformably  to  the  origiulinii«. 
meat.  Major  General  Ttylor  sovgoato^ 
the  command  of  the  militia  ob  iity « Jiet 
London  and  its  vicinitv. 

He  will  retain  or  reduce  their  pneunoicr 
according  to  existing  ciroaDittuca  Dpni^' 
and  other  subjects,  coaaeeted  viiktkn^gf 
those  posts,  he  it  instructed,  and  iril^ia^ 
to  confer  with  you  freely,  aod  to  pronMe,^di 
means  in  his  power,  that  concert  of  opoiona 
which. the  success  of  the  serTieeDWWl^ 
depend. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  GcbbiI  Ciiii^ 
to  Brigadier  General  Lnsk, 


Mil.  Dist^  No.  2,  HuDariinn, 
New  Loft(fon,i»^.12,181i 
Sir  :  The  usual  reports  of  the  bripiie  of 
draoehted  militia  under  yoar  coiDiDijid,uit^ 
service  of  the  United  States,  were  nor  Jebrmd 
to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  (btnrrfederdi/, 
and  report  says  that  yoa  hare  fenireiud  tie 
acting  under,  the  orders  of  aailitit  ofieerjot 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Sam. 

It  has,  therefore,  become  MCHaryi|ni^a 
assign  a  reason,  in  writing, forwiihkMiBtyw 
reports,  and  contradict  or  admit  the  fact  of  yw 
havittff  received,  and  actoallyeieeiitu(,tkeah 
ders  of  an  officer  not  in  theserneeofilieUgittd 
States. 

(c.) 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  Geneni  Lod,tf  ih 
militia,  to  Brigadier  General  Coihlat,^ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackfiowMrdtt^ 
eeipt  of  your  note  of  this  momiiig.  Tbtwsi- 
ing  is  an  extract  of  the  order  of  his  Ki««K! 
the  Captain  General,  dated  the  28tk  itf  Joif 

^*  The  troops  thus  detached,  are  to  bewepi* 
ly  armed  and  equipped  according  to  w, » 
until  otherwise  directed,  will  beheldiiRM* 
to  march  at  a  moment's  waroisg,  for  thepo^ 
of  repelling  invasions  of  the  eoemy ,  jawj 
orders  as  they  shall  receive  from  the  Om^ 
er-in-Chief."  -. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  l«w«»: 
struction  to  me,  from  Governor  Soib,*" 
Sharon,  11th  August,  1814:  .      .^ 

"You  will  inform  General  Cashing,  If  W^ 
of  your  state  of  readiness,  and  take  his  di«ij^ 
as  to  the  route,  and  place  or  places  of  d«*w» 
and  to  conform  to  his  instructions,  onifl  w^ 
rival  of  Major  General  Taylor,  who  wiUijB^ 
command  as  soon  as  his  health  aod  the  neem 
arrangements  will  permit"  .^l,. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Major  GeBCjii»i 
lor  issued  his  orders  to  me,  under  date  o(«'' 
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of  September,  1814,  direotini^  m«  to  diseooiiniie 
ealliDg  at  the  office  of  the  CommaDding  Qenenl 
of  the  distriet  for  orders,  and  to  obey  bo  orders 
e^tcepting  such  as  shall  oe  issued  under  the  au* 
thoritF  of  this  State. 

He  has  also  required  of  me  regularly  to  make 
report  to  him  of  the  forces  under  my  command. 

From  a  perusal  of  the  foregoing  extracts,  you 
will  readily  infer  the  onl?  answer  to  your  inter* 
rogations  which  I  have  tne  power  to  make. 

(A) 
C6py  of  District  Orders,  dated 

BfflL.  DtST.,  No.  2,  READaUARTfiRS, 

^  New  London,  Sept.  12, 1814. 

The  brigade  of  draughted  militia  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut  having  been  withdrawn  from  the 
service  of  the  United  States  by  his  Bscellency 
Qovernor  Smith;  and  Brigadier  Qeneral  Lusk, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  said  brigade,  hav* 
10^  refused  to  receive  and  obey  the  orders  of  the 
Brigadier  General  commanding  this  military 
districtj  no  further  supplies  of  any  description  are 
to  be  delivered  to  him,  or  his  brigade,  for  and  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  without  an  express 
written  order  from  the  Bri^dier  General  com* 
manding,  or  from  his  superior  officer,  actually  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

By  order  of  the  Commanding  General. 
P.  P.  SCHUrLER, 

Adjutant  OeneraL 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Ezeellencj  William  Jones  to 
the  9eereUT7  of  War»  dated 

Pbovioencb,  April  22, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter, under  date  of  the  15ch  instant,  requiring  me 
to  take  effectual  measures  to  detacn  five  hundred 
of  the  militia  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  they  be 
armed  and  equipped  for  actual  service  within  the 
ahortestperiod  that  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  be  in 
session  in  a  few  days,  when  I  shall  embrace  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  lay  the  request  before 
them. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  ExceUency  William  Jones  to 
the  Secretary  of  War»  dated 

Provioence,  June  18, 1812. 
Sir  :  Tour  communication  of  the  12th  instant 
came  to  hand  by  last  evenins's  mail ;  and,  in  re- 
ply, permit  me  to  state  that,  for  the  quota  of  mili- 
tia required  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  10, 
1812,  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  at  their 
sesaioD.  In  May  last,  ordered  a  return  of  our  mili- 
tia maae  on  or  before  the  4th  of  July  next,  and 
that  therefrom  a  draught  of  the  number  required 
will  be  made,  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  ready 
for  service. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  ExceUeacy  William  Jones 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

PROVIOBNOB,  Aug.  22, 1812. 
I  have  hot  been  able  to  obtain  an  entire  return 
of  the  men  draughted,  as  this  State's  quota  of 


lailitia,  alluded  to  in  my  last,  until  the  11th  in*. 
ftant.  It  is  now  done,  and  the  detachment  organ- 
ized,  as  per  enclosed  roll,  and  will  be  held  ia 
readine^  to  act,  when-,  in  my  opinion^  any  of  the 
exigencies  provided  for  by  the  Constitution,  and 
relecred  to  by  the  late  act  of  Congress,  under 
which  they  are  detached,  exists,  agreeably  to  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  the  Council  of  this  State, 
given  me  on  the  occasion. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  William  Jones, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Isiand,  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  dated 

Peoviobnce,  Jtme  29, 1814. 
The  views  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Coun- 
cil of  War,  and  myself,  will  be  discovered  from 
the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  at  their  late  session^ 
a  copy  of  which  Mr.  Searle  will  present  to  you, 
with  whom  I  request  you  will  make  all  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  for  carrying  it  into  full 
effect. 

He  will  discuss  the  subject  of  his  mission  fully, 
and,  I  trust,  to  yoursatistaction^so  that  the  State 
will,  by  the  assistance  of  the  United  States,  be 
placed  in  a  posture  of  defence,  at  least,  against 
the  predatory  incursions  of  the  enemy. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  Searle,  jr.,  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  dated 

Washington  Citt,  July  6, 1814, 

The  views  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  the 
Council  of  War,  and  of  the  Governor,  will  be 
clearly  discovered,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  from 
an  act  of  the  Assembly,  passed  at  their  late  June 
session,  a  copy -of  which  I  herewith  present. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  State  by 
whose  authority  I  am  deputed,  to  solicit  the  pe- 
culiar attention  of  the  President  to  her  perilous 
and  calamitous  situation;  to  request  of  him  a 
reimbursement  of  the  expenditures  already  made, 
and  the  prompt  provision  of  a  military  force  for 
her  protection  ;  or  that  he  will  furnish,  herewith, 
pecuniary  means  by  whioh  she  can  place  herself 
m  an  attitude  of  defence. 


State  qf  Hhode  Mand  and  Frovidmce  Plan- 
tations. 

In  Gcnbral  Absbmblt, 

June  SeeeiaUi  A.  D.  1814. 
An  Act  piovidiiig  lor  the  detece  of  Ae  State. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Aeeemblyj  and  hy 
the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  That  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor;  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Council  of  War,  be  and  he  it 
hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  order  into 
immediate  service,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  and  of  the  laws  ol  the  United 
States,  such  portion  of  the  militia  and  chartered 
companies  oi  thi^  State  as  he  may  think  neces- 
sary for  the  defeoce  of  the  most  exposed  parta 
thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  may  draught  or  detach 
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the  said  militia,  aod  ehartend  comfMUiiet  a»  he 
mof  think  expedient ;  and  that  anjr  priyate  sol- 
dier of  the  militia,  draughted  or  delached,  may 
faraish  an  able»bodied  man  as  a  substitute. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  ii  further  enadetL  That  eaeh 
and  everf  Don-commissioned  officer  and  private 
soldier  shall  receire  two  dollars  per  month,  out  of 
the  general  treasury,  in  addition  to  the  pay  al* 
lowed  by  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  UJitrther  enacted,  That  his  Bx- 
eellencVf  the  Governor,  be  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  cause  the  draughted  or  detached  militia 
and  chartered  companies  to  be  relieved  as  often 
as  the  nature  of  the  service  will  permit. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all 
process,  for  the  recovery  of  debt  or  taxes,  against 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  sol- 
diers, draughted  or  detached  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
stayed  during  the  time  they  are  in  service. 

Beg.  6.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  raise  a  State  corps,  and  to  appoint 
officers  therefor,  as  soon  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  consents  to  receive  them  into  ser^ 
Tice  for  the  defence  of  this  State;  and  that  the 
officers  appointed  as  aforesaid  be  commissioned 
by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  in  the  nsnal 
manner. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted,  That  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  and  Council  of  War, 
be  authorized  and  requested  to  furnish  to  the 
towns  most  exposed, such  ordnance,  on  travelling 
caniages,  and  such  equipments  and  ammunition, 
as  they  shall  think  proper;  aod  to  furnish  the 
militia  with  tumbrils  for  transporting  their  am- 
munition. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  authorized  to  draw 
on  the  general  treasury  for  any  sum  not  exceed- 
ing ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing this  act  into  effect. 
A  true  copy. 

Witness:  SAMUEL  EDDY, 

Secretary. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  T.  H.  Cash- 
ing to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Miu  Dirr.,  No.  2,  HaAnauARTERs, 

Providence,  July  21, 1814k 
.  Tour  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  with  enclosures, 
reached  me  at  this  place  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th,  and  on  the  next  morning  I  had  an  interrlew 
with  Governor  Jones,  who  is,  at  thii  time^  delib- 
erating with  his  Council  as  to  the  mode  of  select* 
ing  the  Btat^s  quota  of  five  hundred  men.  which 
he  auures  me  shall  be  raised,  either  by  enlistment 
pr  draught,  in  a  very  few  days. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  William  Jones, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  to  the  8eo- 
retaiy  of  War,  dated 

Proviobhcb,  AugUMt  15, 1814 
Since  the  arranjgement  was  entered  into  with 
you,  relative  to  raising  a  State  corps,  rendezvous 


baTe  been  opened  ia  diffirreat  parts  oif  the  State, 
officers  appointed,  and  the  recruitiag  wuwiee  pro- 
gresses in  a  manner  and  with  a  lapidit/  r^at 
promises  suceess. 

Should  we  be  disappointed,  howem,  ia  rais- 
ing the  namber  propoeed  by  eaUsuncat,\he  mili- 
tia will  be  detached  to  make  up  the  Mtieacy, 
for  the  defence  of  the  State,  neeordiag  ia  \he 
tnmto/um  of  the  President  of  the  Uaitai  Btuei 
of  the  4th  of  July  last. 


Eztraet  of  a  letttr  from  Us  J 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Und^nife  f^ 

retaiy  of  War,  dated 

Pbotidbmcb,  fil9f.8,lJSVi. 

Sir:  1  am  ready,  as  I  have  hj  letter  aad  tkroa^ 
the  Adjutant  General,  Colonel 8emrk,rcpeateilf 
expressed  to  your  departmeDt,  to  call  oai  ik  an* 
litia,  and  partienlarly  the  five  hondred  acs  or- 
dered by  the  President,  oo  tlie  4th  day  of  Joly 
last,  as  oar  quota  of  the  niaety-three  tkoasaad 
five  hundred  men ;  but  we  are  deatitnieof  aimoii 
every  necessary  for  the  connfort  and  subosaawe 
of  those  men,  and  for  making  them  efeeUve  si 
soldiers.  We  are  without  teot^  equipage,  aad 
provisions,  and  have  a  Teqr  iaadeqaaie  sappl/  of 
cannon,  muskets,  and  ammaaiuoo.  I  Aare  at- 
tempted to  raise  a  corps  of  five  haadred  aMs,  lo  be 
accepted  as  substitutes  for  oar  qaoca  of  the  mili- 
tia. In  this  1  have  not  yet  soeeeeded,  having 
been  able  to  enlist  only  abont  oae  handled  and 
fifty  men,  notwithstanding  a  boaaty  was  sSsoeA 
by  the  State.  I  have  also  detached  foor  compa- 
nies of  militia  for  the  defence  of  Newport,  wte 
have  been  called  into  actual  serviee^one  compaaj 
at  a  time,  and  who  were  agreed  to  be  mosicred 
under  tbe  authority  of  the  United  States,  v  ap- 
pears by  the  letter  of  General  Armstroas,  daik 
July  9,  1814  Five  companies  of  mdiiia  wett 
also  called  out  by  General  Stanion,  of  Wtski^ 
ton  county,  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  Stoawgton, 
in  Connecticut.  In  the  actual  state  of  afiin,  the 
militia  must  be  draughted  or  detacM  u»  make 
up  tbe  five  hundred  men;  and  it  may  vay 
probably  be  necessary  to  call  out  a  mach  Urjef 
force;  but  you  must  be  perfectly  sensible  of  ite 
inefficiency  of  any  force,  without  farther  snppies 
of  the  munitions  of  war. 

a 

Copy  o^  a  letter  from  his  EzeeUemcy,  YHbrn  At* 
nington,  Governor  of  the  Stole  eC  Nee  iay,l» 
the  Seerstaiy  of  War,  dated 

Tbbhtox,  CMofter  si,  ISli^ 
Sir:  I  am  informed  that  Governor Tempkiai 
as  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  has  taVcs 
command  of  the  third  militarf  district  of  :k 
United  States ;  this  district  comprehends  ihepA* 
cipal  part  of  New  Jersey,  aod  between  twsisi 
three  thousand  Jersey  militia  are  now  ia  scesl 
service  in  this  districL  at  Sandy  Hook,  n  ^« 
State  of  New  Jersey.  It  might  certainly  m^^* 
on  first  view,  novel,  at  least,  that  a  GoveKssr  of  a 
State,  as  socn,  should  have  the  mmmasd  oC  \ha 
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militia  of  a  neighboring  State,  withio  the  actual 
territory  of  that  State.  I  am  far  froni  entertain- 
log  a  disposition,  especially  in  the  present'  state 
of  our  country,  to  throw  the  least  oostruetion  in 
the  way  of  the  operations  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  any  measure  of  defence  which  it  may 
think  proper  to  adopt,  bat  I  conceive  it  my  duty 
to  inquire  as  to  the  fact,  and  the  views  of  the 
War  Department  on  the  sabject. 

Copy  of  a  letter  bom  JameeMonioe,  Seerataiy  of  War, 
to  his  Exoellencj  William  Pemiinglan,  Governor  of 
New  Jersey,  dated 

N0VBMBBR2d,.18]4. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Br 
eellency's  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  requiring 
information  whether  Qoyernor  Tompkins,  as  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  New  York,  has  been  ap- 
pointed commander  of  the  third  military  district, 
comprehending  a  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
Tour  Excellency  seems  to  doubt  whether  the 
Governor  of  one  State  can  have  ^mmand  of  the 
militia  of  another  State,  within  the  limits  of  the 
latter ;  and  it  is  to  asceruin  the  views  of  the  €kn- 
eral  Government  on  that  point  that  the  inquiry 
has  been  made. 

The  patriotic  and  national  sentiments  which 
you  have  expressed  on  this  subject  have  afforded 
much  satisfaction  to  the  President,  who  desires 
that  all  the  information  which  you  have  sought 
should  be  fully  communicated. 

GK>vernor  Tompkins  has  been  appointed  com- 
mander of  the  military  district  of  the  United 
States,  No.  3;  by  virtue  of  which  his  command 
extends  to  that  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
and  to  such  of  her  militia,  as  have  been  callea 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  within  that 
limit. 

The  city  of  New  York  being  menaced  by  the 
enemy  with  a  formidable  invasion,  and  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  not  having  a  regular  force  to  repel  it, 
a  large  body  of  the  militia  were  called  into  their 
service  for  the  purpose.  It  was  this  circumstance 
which  led  to  the  appointment  of  Governor  Tomp- 
kins to  the  command  of  the  military  district  No* 
3,  he  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  well 
qualified  lor  the  trust. 

It  is  a  well  established  principle,  that,  When 
any  portion  of  the  militia  are  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States^  the  ofiScers  command- 
ing it  OQgbt  to  retain  their  command,  and  enter 
with  it  into  that  service:  a  Colonel  with  his  re- 
giment; a  Brigadier  with  his  brigade;  a  Major 
General  with  his  division.  On  the  same  principle, 
when  several  divisions  of  the  militia  of  any  State 
are  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates, 
the  Governor  of  the  State  may  be  authorized  to 
take  the  command  of  them,  he  being  the  highest 
officer  of  the  militia  in  the  State.  In  such  a  case 
the  Governor  of  a  State  is  viewed  in  his  military 
character  only.  He  becomes,  it  is  true,  the  mili- 
tary commander^  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  Gov- 
ernor; but  every  other  feature  of  that  character 
is  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  They 
relate  to  his  civil  functions,  in  which  the  State 
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alone  is  interested.  The  militia  of  one  State, 
when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  marched  into  another  State.  We  have 
seen  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia 
serving  in  Maryland,  and  of  North  Carolina  in 
Virginia,  with  many  other  examples  of  a  like 
kino.  In  all  these  instances,  tiie  militia  officers 
go  with  their  respective  corps,  and,  as  ^uch,  np 
discrimination  can  be  made  ta  the  exclusion  of 
the  Governor  of  a  State^  commanding  the  inllitia 
of  a  State;  like  other  militia  officers,  he  may 
march  with  the  troops  of  his  State  into  another 
State,  and  retain  there  his  appropriate  command, 
either  as  commander  of  the  district,  or  acting 
under  another  (Governor,  to  whom  the  President 
has  already  given  the  command. 

Your  Excellency  will  find  these  principles  fully 
illustrated,  and  more  than  fully  established,  by  an 
example  which  took  jxlace  soon  after  the  adoption 
of  the  present  Constitution.  In  the  year  179i, 
wh«n  President  Wasbimoton  thought  it  proper, 
on  the  certificate  of  a  judge  that  an  insurrection 
existed  in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
order  the  militia  of  other  States  there^  to  aid  the 
militia  of  that  State  in  suppressing  it,  he  com- 
mitted the  command  of  the  whole  force  to  the 
Governor  of  a  neighboring  State,  who  commanded 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  The  relative  rank 
and  command  of  the  Governor  employed  in  the 
service  was  settled  by  the  President  himself. 

In  general,  it  is  not  desirable  to  impose  on  the 
Gk>vernors  of  States  the  duty  of  commanding  the 
militia  of  their  respective  States,  when  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  where  they  su- 
persede the  officer  of  the  latter,  commanding  the 
military  district  in  which  such  State  is,  because, 
as  Governora,  they  have  other  duties  to  perform, . 
which  might  interfere,  if  they  did  not  conflict, 
with  those  incident  to  such  command.  A  Gov- 
ernor, for  example,  under  the  infiuenee  of  local 
feeling,  might  tbinx  the  danger  more  imminent 
than  it  really  was,  and  call  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  a  greater  force  than  would  be  ne**' 
cessary.  He  might  even  set  on  foot  expeditions 
which  the  General  Government  could  not  approve. 
It  would  be  improper  that  the  charges  incident 
thereto  should  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States. 
The  Constitution  contemplates  the  exercise  of 
the  national  authority,  in  contradistinction  to  that 
of  the  State,  whenever  the  militia  of  a  State  are 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stetes.  The 
call  must  be  made  by  the  President^  6r  by  his  au- 
thority, to  be  obligatory  on  the  nation,  if  made 
by  the  Governor  of  a  State  it  is  the  act  of  the 
State,  and  obligatory  on.  it  only.  These  objec- 
tions, however,  to  the  union  of  both  trusts  in  the 
same  person,  did  not  apply  to  the  employment  of 
the  Gk)vernor  of  New  York.  All  the  force  ne* 
cessary  for  the  defence  of  that  State  had  already 
been  called  for,  by  order  of  this  (Government,  and 
put  into  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and 
although  the  Gkiveroor  is  authorized  to  dismiss  a 
part  of  the  militia,  in  certain  cases,  he  is  instruct- 
ed not  to  call  out  any  without  a  special  sanction 
from  this  departmenL 
^  Your  Excellency  will  observe,  that  the  objec- 
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tion  to  th«  command  of  the  militia  of  a  State  by 
its  Governor,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  does  not  apply  except  to  cases  in 
which  the  command  of  the  military  district  of 
the  United  States  is  superseded.  In  every  other 
case,  even  in  those  having  that  effect,  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances  with  that  under  consideration, 
aoch  active,  patriotic  service,  by  persons  so  highly 
intrusted  by  their  country,  will  be  seen  by  the 
President  with  gieat  interest  and  satisfaction.  Its 
example  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  happiest 
effect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  W.PlHlflNGTOll. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  BRITISH  FLEET  ON 
LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 

[Commnnieated  to  the  Senate,  October  6, 1814.] 
Navt  Department,  Oct.  3, 1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  all  the  docu- 
ments .received  from  Caoiain  Macdonou^b,  in 
relation  to  the  brilliant  and  extraordinary  victory 
achieved  by  the  United  States'  squadron  under 
his  command,  over  that  of  the  enemy,  in  Platts- 
bnra  Bay,  on  Lake  Champlain. 

This  action,  like  that  or  its  prototype  on  Lake 
Erie,  cannot  be  portrayed  in  language  correspond- 
ing with  the  universal  and  just  admiration  inspired 
by  the  exalted  pfowess,  consoinmate  skill,  and 
cool  perseverinff  intrepidity,  which  will  ever  dis- 
tinguish this  splendid  and  memorable  event. 

This,  like  those  brilliant  naval  victories  which 
preceded  it,  has  its  peculiar  features,  which  mark 
It  with  a  distinct  character:  It  was  fought  at 
anchor.  The  firm,  compact,  and  well-formed 
line,  the  preparations  for  all  the  evolutions  of 
which  thesituation  was  susceptiblCiand  the  adroit- 
ness and  decisive  effect  with  which  thev  were 
performed  in  the  heat  of  battle,  mark  no  less  the 
judgment  which  planned  than  the  valor  and  skill 
displayed  in  the  execution. 

All  these  are  heightened  by  the  contemplation 
of  a  vigorous  and  greatly  superior  force  moving 
down  upon  this  line,  in  his  own  time,  select- 
ing his  position,  i^id  choosing  his  distance,  ani- 
mated b]r  the  proximity  of  a  powerful  army,  in 
co>operation,  and  stimulated  by  the  settled  confi- 
dence of  victory. 

To  view  it  in  the  abstract,  it  is  not  surpassed 
by  any  naval  victory  ob  record ;  to  appreciate  its 
results,  it  is  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  important 
events  in  the  history  of  our  country. 

That  it  will  be  justly  estimated,  and  the  victors 
duljr  honored  by  the  Uouncils  of  the  nation,  the 
lustice  and  liberality  hitherto  displayed,  on  simi- 
ar  occasions,  is  a  sufficient  pledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES. 

Hon.  Charles  Tait. 
Chairman  Naval  Committee. 


i 


tJ.  S.  SHIP  SAJtATOOA, 

(ffPlatUburg,  SgfL  11, 1814. 
Sir  :  The  Almighty  has  been  pteaaed  to  gram 
OS  a  signal  victory  on  Lake  Champbia,  in  the 
capture  of  one  frigate,  one  brig,  and  two  sloops  of 
war,  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respcctfollY,  lir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

T.  BilACDONOUGH, 
CommoHda^. 
Hon.  WiLUAMJoRxa,    . 

Secretary  of  the  Nawff. 

tJ.  S.  SHIP  SAJtATOn^ 

At  anchor  offPlattsburg^  SqtL  IZ^  ISli 

Sir:  By  Lieutenant  Commandant  (karin  I  km 
the  honor  to  convej  to  yoa  the  flags  of  His  Biii- 
annic  Majesty's  late  sgoadron^  capuired,  ob  tht 
11th  insunt,  by  the  United  States^  mpadioa  oa- 
der  my  command.  Also,  mjr  despatches  rdausf 
to  that,  occurrence,  which  would  have  been  ia 
your  possession  at  an  earlier  period  bnt  far  ti» 
difficulty  in  ananging  the  diSaeai  statemfnts. 

The  squadron  under  my  comoMnd  now  lies  at 
Plattsburg:  it  will  bear  a  considerable  dimioa- 
tion,  and  leave  a  force  sofficiest  to  repef  airy  mi- 
tempt  of  the  enemy  in  this  quaner.  i  shall  wait 
your  order  what  to  do  with  tike  whole  or  aay  part 
thereof;  and,  should  it  be  eonsisteai,  I  beg  you 
will  favor  me  with  permissioa  to  leave  the  lake, 
and  place  me  under  the  command  of  Commo&ore 
Decatur,  at  New  York.  My  health,  (bdngfoae 
time  on  the  lake,)  together  with  the  ahaoit  cer- 
tain inactivity  ot  future  naval  operations  htn. 
are  among  the  causes  of  this  reqaest  for  mj 
removal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  moch  mpeci 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.MACDOifO(7aH. 

Ron.  Wii«LtAM  Jones, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

U.   S.    SHIP  8#RAT06&. 

Plattsimrg  Bay,  3^  13.  I8U 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  gire  jron  the  parjcc- 
lars  of  the  action  which  took  place  oa  the  llii 
instant  on  this  lake;. 

For  several  days  the  enemy  were  oa  rhax  ms' 
to  Plattsburg  by  land  and  water,  and  it  beia;  zi- 
derstood  that  an  attack  would  be  made  u  tie 
same  time  by  their  land  and  naral  forca  /^k^r- 
mined  to  await  at  anchor  the  appnaee  d  xhe  . 
latter. 
At  8  A.  M.  the  lookout  boat  annooeedthe  a^ 

f)roach  of  the  enemy.  At  9,  he  aociiMed  it .  ; 
ine  ahead,  at  about  three  hundred  yards  dista:^  I 
from  my  line ;  his  ship  opposed  to  the  Santap 
his  brig  to  the  Eagle,  Captain  Robert  Ettxf 
his  galleys,  thirteen  in  number,  to  the  seho^r. 
sloop,  and  a  division  of  our  galleys;  ose  ^'tis 
sloops  assisting  their  ship  and  brig,  tlw^tf  R^ 
sisting  their  galleys ;  our  remaining  ffififs  vltk 
the  Saratoga  and  Eagle.  In  this  stisMn^tk 
whole  force,  on  both  sides,  became  esff^!^  ^ 
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Saratoga  safierioff  much  from  the  heavy  fire  of 
the  Confiance.  I  coold  perceive,  at  the  same 
time,  however,  that  our  fire  was  very  destructive 
to  her.  The  TicoDderoga,  Lieuteaant  Command* 
ant  Cassin,  gallantlv  sustained  her  fall  share  of 
the  action.  At  hair  past  ten  o'clock,  the  Eagle, 
not  being  able  to  bring  her  guns  to  bear,  cut  ner 
cable,  and  anchored  m  a  more  eligible  position, 
between  my  ship  and  the  Ticonderoga,  where  she 
very  much  annoyed  the  enemy,  bat  unfortunately 
leavinfi  me  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  en* 
emy's  brig*  Our  gc^ns  on  the  starboard  side  being 
nearly  alfdibmooated  or  iidt  liiknageable,  a  stern 
anchor  was  let  go,  the  boirer  cable  cot,  and  the 
ship  winded,  with  a  fresh  broadside  on  the  enemy's 
ship,  which. soon  after  surrendered.  Our  broad- 
side was  then  sprung  to  bear  on  the  brig,  which 
surrendered  in  about  fifteen  minutes  after. 

The  sloop  that  was  opposed  to  the  Eagle  bad 
struck  sonie  time  before,  and  drifted  down  the  Hoe ; 
the  sloop  which  was  with  their  galleys  having 
struck  also;  three  of  their  galleys  are  said  to  be 
sunk,  the  others  pulled  of.  Our  galleys  were 
about  obeying,  with  alacrity,  the  signal  to  follow 
them,  when  all  the  vessels  were  reported  to  me 
to  be  in  a  sinking  state ;  it  then  became  necessary 
to  annul  the  signal  to  the  galleys,  and  order  their 
men  to  the  pumps. 

I  could  only  look  at  the  enemy's  galleys  going 
off  in  a  shattered  condition,  for  there  was  not  a 
mast  in  either  squadron  that  could  stand  to  make 
sail  on ;  the  lower  ringing,  beinz  nearly  all  shot 
ft  way,  kaof  down  as  tnoogh  it  had  been  just  pla<sed 
over  the  mast  heids. 

The  Saratoga  had  fifty-five  round  ahot  in  her 
hull ';  the  Confiance  one  himdred  Aiid  five.  The 
enemy's  shot  passed  principally  just  over  our 
heads,  as  there  were  not  twenty  whole  hammocks 
in  the  nettings  at  the  cloee  of  the  action,  which 
lasted,  without  intermission,  two  hours  and  twenty 
minutes. 

The  absence  and  sickness  of  Lieutenant  Ray- 
mond  Perry,  left  me  without  the  services  of  that 
excellent  officer:  Much  ought  fairly  to  be  attri- 
buted to  him  for  his  great  care  and  attention  ip 
disciplining  the  ship's  crew,  as  her  first  lieutenant. 
His  place  was  filled  by  a  gallant  yonng  officer, 
Lieutenant  Peter  Gamble,  who,  I  regret  to  inform 
yoQ,  was  killed  early  in  the  action.  Acting  Lieu- 
tenant Vidlette  worked  the  first  and  seeond  divi- 
sions of  guns^  with  able  effect.  Sailingmaster 
Brum's  attention  to  the  springs,  and  in  the  exe- 
Bution  of  the  order  to  wind  the  ship,  and  occasion- 
illy  at  the  guns,  meets  with  my  entire  approbation; 
ilso  Captain  Young's,  commanding  the  acting 
OEiarines,  who  took  his  men  to  the  guns.  Nfr. 
Beale,  purser,  was  of  great  service  at  the  guns, 
ind  in  carrying  my  orders  throughout  the  ship, 
with  Midshipman  Montgomery.  Master's  Mat* 
Foshua  Justin  had  command  of  the  third  division; 
lis  conduct  during  the  action  was  that  of  a  brave 
md  correct  officer.  Midshipmen  Monteath,  Gra- 
lam,  Williamson,  Piatt,  Twing,  and  acting  mid- 
hipman  Baldwin,  all  behaved  well,  and  gave 
sTidence  of  their  making  raluabie  omeen. 


The  Saratoga  wgs  twice  set  on  fire  by  hot  shot 
from  the  enemy's  ship. 

I  close,  sin  this  communication  with  feelings 
of  gratitude  for  the  able  support  I  receited  from 
every  officer  and  man  attached  to  the  squadron 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <vith  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  MACDONOUQH. 

Hon.  William  Jonbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S.  Accompanying  this  is  a  list  of  killed  and 
wounded,  li  list  of  prisoners,  and  a  precise  state* 
ment  of  both  forces  ennj^ed.  Also  letters  from 
Captain  Henley  and  Lieutenant  Commandant 
Cassin. 

U.  &  SHIP  Baratooa,  Sept.  13, 1814* 

Sta:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  A  Itot  of 
the  killed  and  woUnded  on  board  tbe  different 
vessels  of  the  squadron  under  your  command  in 
the  action  of  the  11th  instant. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  correctly  the  loss 
of  the  enemy.  From  the  best  information  received 
from  the  British  officers,  from  my  own  observa- 
tion^ and  from  varlooa  lists  found  on  board  the 
Connanee,  I  calculate  the  number  of  nien  on  board 
of  that  shipt  at  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
at  two  hundred  and  seventy,  of  whom  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  at  least  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  on  iNMtrd  the  other  captured  vessels  at  least 
eighty  more,  making,  in  the  whole,  killed  and 
wounded,  two  hundred  and  sixty.  This  is,  doubt- 
less,short  of  the  real  number,u  many  were  thrown 
overboard  from  the  Confiance  during  the  engage- 
ment. 

The  muster  books  must  have  been  thrown  over- 
board,  or  otherwise,  disposed  of,  as  they  are  not 
to  be  found. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfaliy,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEO.  BEALE,  Jr.,  Purg^. 

Tbokas  Maooomodob,  Esq., 
Commanding  U.  S.  squadron 

on  Lake  CSiamplain. 

Return  of  kiUed  and  wounded  on  board  the  UnOod 
Statee  oquadron  on  Lake  Champlam^  m  the  en- 
foment  with  the  Britieh  Jket,  on  the  Wih  of 
aiptentber,  1814. 

Ship  Saratoga. 
KiUed^Feter  Gamble,  lieutenant;  Thomas 
Butler,  quarter  gunner;  James  Norberry,  boat- 
swain's mate;  Abraham  Davis,  quartermaster; 
William  Wyer,  sail  maker ;  William  Brickell, 
seaman ;  Peter  Johnson,  ditto ;  John  Coleman, 
ditto  I  Benjamin  Burrill,  ordinary  seaman ;  An- 
drew Parmlee,  ditto;  Pet^  Post  seaman;  David 
Bennett,  ditto ;  Ebenezer  Johnson,  ditto;  Joseph 
Conch,  landsman^  Thomas  Stephens,  seaman ; 
John  White,  ordinary  seaman ;  Randall  MoDon- 
ald, ditto;  Samuel  Smith, seaman ;  Thomas Ma- 
lony,  ordinary  seaman ;  Andrew  Nelson,  seaman ; 
John  Sellack,  ditto ;  Peter  Hanson,  ditto ;  Jacob 
Laraway,  ditto;  Edward  Moore,  ditto;  Jeroma 
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Williams,  ordinary  seaman ;  James  Carlisle,  ma- 
rine ;  John  Smart,  seaman. 

FFotffuiec/— James  M.  Baldwin,  acting  midship- 
man ;  Joseph  Barron,  pilot ;  Robert  Cnry,  quar- 
ter^anner ;  Gkorge  Cassin,  quartermaster ;  John 
Hoillngsworth,  seaman;  Parnall  Smith,  ditto; 
Thomas  Robinson,  ditto;  John  Ottiwell,  ditto; 
John  Thompson 2  ordinary  seaman ;  William  Ta- 
bee,  ditto ;  William  Williams,  ditto ;  John  Rob- 
erson,  seaman;  John  Towns,  landsman;  John 
Shays,  seaman ;  John  B.  Hammond,  ditto ;  James 
Barlow,  ditto;  James  Nagle,  ordinary  seaman, 
John  Lanman,  seaman ;  reter  Colberg,  ditto ; 
William  Newton,  ordinary  seaman ;  Neil  J.  Heid- 
mont,  seaman,  James  Steward  ditto ;  John  Ad- 
ams, landsman ;  Charles  Ratche,  seaman ;  Ben- 
jamin Jackson,  marine;  Jesse  Vanhorn,  ditto; 
Joseph  Ketter,  ditto ;  Samuel  Pearson,  ditto. 

.  Bbio  Eaolb. 

iR{(e<i— Peter  Vandermere,  master's  mate ;  Jno. 
Ribero,  seaman ;  Jacob  Lindman,  ditto ;  Perkins 
Moore,  ordinary  seaman ;  James  Winsbtp^  ditto ; 
Thomas  Anwright,  ditto;  Nace  Wilson,  ditto; 
Thomas  Lewis,  boy;  John  Wallace,  marine; 
Joseph  Heaton,  ditto;  Robert  Stratton,  ditto; 
James  M.  Hale  musician ;  John  Wood,  ditto. 

Yfbimclfid— Joseph  Smith,  Ifeuteoant ;  William 
A.  Spencer,  acting  lieutenant;  Francis  Breeze, 
master's  mate ;  Abraham  Waters,  pilot ;  William 
C.  Allen,  quartermaster ;  James  Doick,  quarter- 
nnner;  Andrew  McBwen,  seaman;  Zebediah 
uoncklin.  ditto ;  Joseph  Valentine,  ditto ;  John 
Hartley,  ditto ;  John  Miclin,  ditto ;  Robert  Back- 
ley,  ditto;  Purnell  Boice,  ordinary  seaman ;  Aaron 
Fitzgerald,  boy ;  John  N.  Craig,  seaman ;  John 
BIcEfennej,  ditto ;  Matthew  Scriver,  marine ; 
Gteorge  Mainwaring,  ditto;  Henry  Jones,  ditto; 
John  McCarty,  ditto. 

ScHOOIfZR  TlCOIf OEROGA. 

JliU^ed— John  Stansbory, lieutenant;  John  Fish- 
er, boatswain's  mate ;  John  Atkinson,  ditto ;  Hen- 
ry Johnson,  seaman ;  Deodorick  Think,  marine ; 
John  Sharp,  ditto. 

IFotmc2e<i— Patrick  Cassin,  seaman;  EEzekiel 
Goud, ditto;  Samuel  Sawyer,  ditto ;  William  Le 
Count,  ditto ;  Henry  Collins,  ditto ;  John  Con- 
don, marine. 

Sloop  Preble. 

KSUedn^Rogtiz  Carter,  acting  sailingmaster ; 
Joseph  Rowe,  boatswain's  mate. 
Irotfiuieci— None. 

Gi7MB0AT  Borer. 
iOtfM— Arthur  W.  Smith,  purser's  steward; 
Thomas  Qill,  boy  ;  James  Day,  marine. 

FFpwided— Ebenezer  Cobb,  corporal  marines. 

Gunboat  Centipbdb. 
IFottttcM— James  Taylor,  landsman. 

GOIIBOAT  WiLMBR. 

IFoimdec^-*Peter  Frank,,  seamen. 

Gunboats. 
Nettle,  Allen,  Viper,  Burrows,  Ludlow,  Ayl- 
wyn,  Ballard.— iVbne  kiUed  or  wounded. 


Recapitulation. 


Saratoga    -        -        -        -       -  28  29 

Eagle 13  20 

Ticonderoga       -       -        -       -  6  6 

Preble 2  00 

Borer 3  i 

Centipede   -        -       .        -        -  OO  I 

Wilmer OO  1 

Total «     » 

GEORGE  BE  ALB,  Jl  Aner. 
Approred :  T.  Macdonooob. 

LUt  »f  Prieonen  captured  on  the  \Uk  itftah^ 
andtentto  Greenbu^ 

OrriCBRB— Daniel  Priny*,  Camain;  Cretwid, 
Lieutenant ;  Robinson,  ditto  ;  Drew,  diuo;  Hc- 
Ghie,  ditto ;  Hornby,  ^itto  ;  Chtlds,  dino,  so- 
rines ;  Fitzpatrick,  ditto,  39th  re^ment ;  Brydo, 
sailingmaster;  Clark,  master's  mace;  SimDosdi, 
ditto;  Todd,  surgeon;*  Giles^  parser;  Gof,eip> 
tainVclerk;  Dowelf,  midshipman ;  Aire,  diuo; 
Bondell,  ditto;  Toork^,  ditto;  KewMtrt,  diUa; 
Davidson,  boatswain;  Blrin,  gaaner;  Jiickell 
ditto;  Cox,  carpenter;  Parker,  paner;UiTda, 
surgeon  ;  Mc  Cabe,  assistant  smgroD. 

Three  hundred  and  forty  seaoiea. 

Forty-seven  wounded  men  paxoM. 


auUmenijtftheAmenean  Fbretemg^geimfkm 

Sqftember,  1814^ 
Saratoga,  long  24  poimders        8 

42  pound  carronades    6 

32  ditto       ditto         12 

—  TmdgiK^ 
Bagle,  12  32  pound  carronades^  aad  8  io^  18 

pounders    -        -       -        -         -.-20 
Ticonderoga,  long  12  pounders  8 
do.  18       do.       4 
32  pound  carron- 
ades        -        -  5 

—  i: 


Preble,  long  9  ppnnders  ... 

Ten  galleys,  viz : 
Allen,  one  long   twentv-four   pounder,  ni 

one  eighteen  pound  cofumbiad  -       >      -  ! 
Burrows,  one  long  twenty-foar  ponodcr,  snd 

one  eighteen  pound  columbiad    -       .     •  i 
Borer,  one  long  twenty-four  poander,  aad»f 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -        ...  2 
Nettle,  one  long  twenty-four  poandet^sadcae 

eighteen  pound  columbiad-        -      -      -  - 
Viper,  one  long  twenty-four  pounder,  tad  ose 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -        .       .      •  : 
Centipede,  one  long  twenty-foar  pooader,  asi 

one  eighteen  pound  columbiad    -       .     -  i 
Ludlow,  one  long  twelve  pounder,  and  ccf 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -        -       .     •  1 
Wilmer,  one  long  twelve  poander,  aatf «( 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -        .      .    -    1 

^Onpsrale. 
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Aylwyo,  one  long  twelre  pounder,  and  one 
eighteen  pound  columbiad  -       -       -       -    1 

Ballard,  ope  long  twelve  pounder,  and  one 
eighteen  pound  columbiad  -       -       -       -    1 


Guns 


R£CAPITnL4TIOir. 

Long  twenty-four  pounders     -  -  -  14 

Forty*two  pound  earronadea  -  •  • .  6 

Thirty-two  pound  earronadea  -  -  -  80 

Long  eighteen  pounders          *  -  -  12 

Long  twelve  pounders    -       -  •  -  13 

Long  nine  pounders       •       .  .  -    7 

Eighteen  pound  eolumbiads    -  -  -    6 


Total  guns 


86 


Statement  of  the  Enemy* $  Farce  engaged  an  the  \Uh 
SqOember,  1814. 

Frigate    Confiance,    long  24 

pounders-  -  -  -27 
32  pound  earronadea  -  -  4 
24  do.  -       -  6 

long  18  pounders  on  berth 

deek        ^       .       .       -  2 


Brig  Linnet,  long  12  pounders 
tSloop  Chub,  18  pound  car- 
ronades    -       -       -       -10 
long  6  pounder  -       -       -   1 

tSloop  Finch,  18  pound  ear- 
ronadea   •       «       •       •  6 
18  pound  columbiad    -       -  1 
long  6  pounders  -       •       -  4 


Total  guns  39 
.       .       -  16 


39 


11 


Thirteen  galleys,  viz : 
Sir  James  z  eo,one  long  twenty-four  pounder, 

and  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade  -       -   2 
Sir  Georgo  Prevost,  one  long  twenty-four 
pounder,  and  one  thirty-two  pound  carro- 
nade    2 

Sir  Sidney  Beckwith.  one  long  twenty-four 
pounder,  and  one  tnirty*two  pound  earro- 

nade   -- 2 

Broke,  one  long  eighteen  pounder,  and  one 

thirty-two  pound  carronade       -       -       -  2 
Miuray,  one  long  eighteen  pounder,  nnd  one 

eighteen  pound  carronade  -       •       -       •  S 
WeUingtott,  one  long  eighteen  pounder  - 
Tecumseh,  one  long  eighteen  pounder  - 
Name  unknown,  one  long  eighteen  pounder 
Drummond,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 
Simcoe,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 
Unknown,  one  thirty^two  pound  carronade 
Unknown,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 
Unknown,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 


Total 
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Long  twenty-four  pounders  - 
Long  eighteen  pounders 
Long  twelre  pounders  - 
Long  six  pounders 
Thirty-two  pound  earronadea 
Twenty-pound  carronades    - 
Eighteen  pound  carronades  - 
Eighteen  pound  columbiad  - 


30 

7 
16 

5 
13 

6 
17 

1 
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THOMAS  MACDONOUQH. 

Un iTiD  Statbb'  brio  Eagle, 

Plattslmrg,  Sept.  12, 1814. 
Sir  :  I  am'happy  to  inform  you  that  all  my  offi- 
cers and  men  acted  bravely,  and  did  their  duty  in 
the  battle  of  yesterday  with  the  enemy. 

I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  making  a  more  par- 
ticular representation  of  the  respectiYe  merits  of 
my  gallant  officers  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  the  fizyr. 

I  haYo  the  honor  to  be,  respeetAiUy,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  HENLET. 

P.  S. — We  had  thirty-nine  round  shot  in  our 
hull,  (mostly  twenty-four  pounders,)  four  in  our 
lower  masts,  and  we  were  well  peppered  with 
grape. 

I  enclose  my  boatswain's  report.  R.  H. 

U.  a^  BOBOONBR  TlOONDBBOOA, 

PkMeburg  Bay,  Sept.  12, 1814. 
Sir:  It  is  with  pleasure  I  sute  that  every  offi- 
cer and  man  under  my  command  did  their  doty 
yesterday.    Yours,  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  CASSIN,Lr.  Comdi. 
Com.  T.  MAtDonouoB. 


U.  8.  BBip  Saratoga, 
Off  PUateibnrf,  SepL  15, 1814. 
Sir  :  As  Providence  has  given  into  mv  com- 
mand the  squadron  on  Lake  Champlain,  or  which 
you  were  {after  the  fall  of  Captain  Downie)  the 
commanding  officer,  I  beff  you  will,  after  the  able 
conflict  you  sustained,  and  evidence  of  determined 
valor  you  evinced,  on  board  His  Britannic  Mk- 
jesty's  brig  Linnet,  until  the  necessity  of  her  sua- 
render,  accent  of  your  enclosed  parole,  not  to  serve 
against  the  United  States  or  their  dependenciea, 
until  regularly  exchanged.    I  am,  ^bc 

THOMAS  MACDONOUGH. 
Captain  Prim o,  Eayal  Naoy. 


t  These  sloops  were  fonnerlj  tha  United  States' 
Oiowl«r  and  Eagb. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  EPERVIER. 

rCommanicated  to  the  Senate,  on  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber 1814.] 

Navy  Departkbkt,  October  3, 1814. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  I  have  the  hon- 
or to  enclose  copies  of  the  official  account  and 
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other  papers  relatioff  to  the  capture  of  the  enemy's 
sloop  of  war  Epervier,  on  the  29th  April  last,  by 
the  United  Sutes  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  copa- 
manded  by  Captain  Warrington.. 

If  the  relative  force^  and  com  para  tive  effect  of 
the  fire  of  the  combatants,  and  the  speedy  termi- 
nation of  the  contest,  though  protracted  by  the 
early  loss  of  the  Peacock's  fore  yard,  be  taken  as 
the  criterion,  then  does  it  display  a  steady  valor 
and  superior  skill  on  the  part  of  the  commander, 
officers,  and  crew,  of  the  Peacock,  which  may 
fairlv  challenge  any  single  action  on  record. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
TDur  obedient  servant, 

W.JONES. 

Hon.  Cbablbs  Tait, 

Chairman  Naval  CknnmUlee.^ 

U.  S.  8L00P  PbACOCK,  at  8BA« 

LaL  2r  47/  Long-  SO'  ^/  ^prit  29, 1814. 
p  Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we 
nave  this  morning  captured,  aftjer  an  action  of 
ibrty-two  minutes,  His  Britannic  Majesty ?8  brig 
Bparvier,rattng  and  mounting  eighteen  thirty-two 
pound  carronades,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty* 
eight  men,  of  whom  eight  were  killed  and  fifteen 
pounded,  (according  to  the  best  information  we 
could  obtain.)  Among  the  Ifitter  is  her  firisl  lieu- 
tenant, who  has  lost  ao  arm  and  received  a  se- 
Tere  splinter  wound  on  the  hip.  Not  a  ma9  in 
the  Peficock  was  killed,  and  only  two  wounded, 
neither' dangerously  so. 

The  fate  of  the  Eper vier  would  hare  been  de- 
termined in  mnch  less  time  but  for  the  circum- 
stance of  our  fore  yard  being  totally  disabled  by 
two  round  shot,  in  the  starboard  quarter,  from  her 
first  broadside,  which  entirely  deprived  us  of  tiie 
use  of  our  fore  and  fore-topsails,  and  eomptUcd  us 
to  keep  the  ship  large  thiouffhoiit  the  remainder 
of  the  action.    This,  with  a  lew  tapmatt  and  top- 

Sllant  back-stavs  cut  away,  and  a  few  shot 
rough  our  sails,  is  the  only  injury  the  Pea- 
cock has  sustained.  Not  a  round  shot  touched 
our  hull;  our  masts  and  spars  are  as  sound  as 
ever.  When  the  enemy  struck,  he  had  five  feet 
water  in  his  hold,  his  main  topmast  was  over  the 
iside,  his  main  boom  shot  away,  his  foremast  ctu 
nearly  in  two,  and  tottering,  his  fore  rigging  and 
stays  shot  awav,  his  bowsprit  badly  wouinded,  and 
forty-five  shot  holes  in  hts  hull,  twenty  of  which 
were  within  a  foot  of  his  water  line  above  and 
below.  By  great  exertions,  we  got  her  in  sailing 
order  just  as  dark  came  on. 

In  fifteen  minutes  after  the  enemj  struck,  the 
Peacock  was  ready  for  another  action,  in  every 
respect  but  her  fore-yard,  which  was  sent  down, 
fished, and  had  the  fore-sail  set  again  in  forty-five 
minutes.  Such  was  the  spirit  and  activity  of  our 
gallant  crew. 

The  Bpervier  had  under  her  convoy  an  Eng- 
lish hermaphrodite  brig,  a  Russian  and  Spanish 
Drfg;  which  all  hauled  their  wind,  and  stood  to 
the  E.  N.  E.  I  had  determined  upon  pursuing  the 
former,  but  found  that  it  wouM  not  answer  to 
leave  our  prize  in  her  then  crip|iled  state,  and  the 


more  particularly  so,  as  we  found  she  bad  on 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  d^rs  in  specie, 
which  we  soon  transferred  to  this  doop.  Eren 
officer,  seaman,  and  marine,  did  his  duty,  which 
is  the  highest  compliment  I  can  pay  them. 
I  am,  respectfallir, 

Lu  WARRINGTO!;. 

S AVAKNAB,  Mnf  i  ISJi 

Bnt:  I  have  great  satisfaetioa  in  heiagibieto 
report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  Fatockittka 
anchoraffe  to-day.  and  also  the  arrivalsf  ikSper- 
vier  on  Sfonday  last. 

I  have  now  to  detail  to  vou  the  rcaa&doi 
separation,  We  made  sail,  as  mentioMdiacf 
last,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th.  The  next  afto- 
noon  we  were,  at  half  past  five,  abreast  the  ees&e 
of  Amelia  island,  with  the  vessel  in  sight  orertbe 
land,  when  two  lar^e  ships,  which  had  beeiioaie 
tiipe  previous  a  little  to  the  northvartf  of  tk 
island,  were  clearly  ascettained  to  be  f^ptes,  lad 
in  chase  of  us.  In  this  sfiiiatioo,  at  the  utm- 
tion  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  I  took  out  ittWi 
himself  and  sixteen  officers  and  men,  and  stood 
to  the  southward  along  shore  on  a  wni^  Jesno; 
him  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  for  5l  Abj^V; 
which  place  I  felt  confident  hearouMiefd^^afCiie 
weather  frigate  was  in  chase  of  the  l^acocf^snd 
the  other  was  too  far  to  leenrd  to  ieteh  him. 
At  nine  we  lost  sight  of  the  cihaser,bat  contianed 
standing  all  night  to  the  aomhwaxi,\n  hepesto 
get  entirely  clear  of  him.  At  daylight  we  ikon^ 
ened  sail  and  stood  to  the  northwaiiA,  and  again 
niiade  the  frigate  ahead,  who  ^re  chase  a  wcead 
time,  which  he  continued  onui  two  P.M.,  wiMi, 
finding,  he  could  not  come  aji^  he  desisted.  In 
the  evening  we  resumed  our  coarse,  and  savBOik- 
ing  until  daylight  on  Tuesday  momiaf.  wheat 
large  ship  (supposed  to  be  the  same)  vis  MgvM 
seen  in  chase  of  us,  and  was  again  ns  oaf  of 
sight. 

This  morning,  at  half  past  three,  we  mdt  Ty- 
bee  light  and  at  half  past  eight  anehoiei acute 
United  States'  ship  Adams.  As  the  cnesy  n 
hovering  close  to  St.  Mary's,  I  eonelodcd  that  he 
had  received  information  of,  and  was  mdt^  k 
intercept  us.  Accordingly  we  steered  for  cka 
place,  where  we  received  inteliigeajee  of  tkefi|n^ 
vier's  arrival,  after  frightening  off  a  iaanch  vhld 
was  sent  from  the  enemy's  ahip  to  leemi  m 
Saturday  evening,  to  cut  him  off  from  ikcksd 

From  the  1st  of  April  to  the  24tb»  we  jarint 
one  neutral  and  two  privateers,  both  of  lis^ve 
chased  without  overhauling,  although  wena  one 
amongst  the  shoals  of  Cape  CanaienLiaA  lol- 
lowed  him  into  four  fathoms  water.  We  hsvc 
been  to  the  southward  as  far  aa  the  Omtlssss 
and  have  cruised  from  thence  to  MarasiUa  re 
and  along  the  Florida  shore  ro  Cape  CaasTei 
Not  a  single  running  vessel  has  been  thfcofi!^ 
Gulf  in  all  this  time.    The  fleet  sails  (m^ 
maica  under  the  convoy  of  a  seventy-fser  ^ 
frigates^nd  two  sloops,  from  the  1st  to  ik^^^ 
May.    They  are  so  much  afraid  of  ame^^ 
that  severalships  in  the  Havana,  readjiR  «& 
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which  iDtended  to  ron  it,  (as  it  is  called,)  were 
forced  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  conroy  from 
Jamaica. 

The  Epervier  and  her  coDToy  were  the  first 
English  vessels  we  had  seen. 

We  shall  |>roeeed  Id  the  farther  ezecatioa  of 
yoQr  iastractions  as  sooo  «s  we  caa  get  a  fore- 
yard,  provisions,  and  water. 

The  Epervier  is  one  of  their  finest  brigs  and  is 
well  oaleolated  for  bur  service.  She'  sails  ex* 
tremely  fast,  and  will  require  hot  little  to  send  her 
to  sea,  as  her  armameDt  and  stores  are  complete. 

I  enclose  yoa  a  list  of  the  brig's  <srew,  as  accu- 
rately as  we  can  get  it.    I  am,  respectfully, 

'  L.  WARRINGTON. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

UtriTED  States  ship  Peacock, 
Savatmahj  May  5, 1814. 

Sir  :  As  my  letter  of  yesterday  was  too  late  for 
the  mail,  I  address  you  again,  in  the  performance 
of  a  duty  which  is  ])Iea8inff  and  gratifying  to  me 
in  a  high  degree,and  is  but  ooing  justice  to  tne  mer- 
its of  the  deeervin]^  officers  under  my  command, 
of  whom  I  have  hitherto  refrained  from  speakingj 
as  I  considered  it  most  correct  to  make  it  the  sub- 
ject of  a  particular  communieatiou. 

To  the  unwearied  and  indefatigable  attention 
of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  (first,)  in  organizing 
and  training  the  crew,  the  success  of  this  action 
is,  in  a  great  measure,  to  be  attributed.  I  have 
confided  greatly  in  him,  and  have  never  found 
my  confidence  misplaced;  forjudgment,  coolness, 
and  decision,  in  times  of  difficulty,  few  can  dur- 

Eass  him.  This  is  the  second  action  in  which  he 
as  been  engaged  this  war,  and  in  both  he  has  been 
successful.  His  greatest  pride  is  to  earn  a  com- 
mander's position,  by  fighting  for  instead  of  heir- 
ing  it. 

From  Lieutenant  Henley,  (second,)  and  Lieu- 
tenant Yoorhees,  (acting  third,  who  has  also  been 
twice  snccessfblly  engaged,)  I  received  every  as- 
sistance that  zeal,  ardor,  and  experielice,  could 
afford. 

The  fire  from  their  two  divisions  was  terrible, 
and  directed  with  the  greatest  {precision  and  cool- 
ness. In  Sailingmaster  I^ercival,  whdse  great 
wish  and  pride  it  ia  to  obtain  a  lieutenant's  oom- 
missioD,  and  whose  unremitting  and  constant  at- 
lention  to  duty,  added  to  fai^f  professional  know- 
ledge, entitles  him  to  it,  in  my  opinion,  I  found 
in  able  as  well  as  willing  assistant.  He  handled 
ihe  ship  as  if  he  had  been  working  her  into  a 
roadstead.  Mr.  David  Cole,  acting  carpenter,  I 
lave  also  found  such  an  able  and  valuaole  man 
!n  his  occupation,  that  I  most  request,  in  the  most 
earnest  manner,  that  he  may  receive  a  warrant: 
"or  I  feel  confident  that,  to  his  uncommon  exertion, 
^e,  in  a  great  measure,  owe  the  gettinff  of  our 
>rize  into  port.  From  11  A.  M*  until  6  r.  M.  he 
nras  over  aer  side,  stopping  shot  holes,  on  a  ara- 
iag ;  and  when  the  ordinary  resources  failed  of 
access,  his  skill  soon  supplied  him  with  efficient 
ines.  Mr.  Philip  Myers,  master's  male,  has  also 
:onduc ted.  himself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  war- 


rant my  recommendation  of  him  as  a  master;  he 
is  a  seaman^  navigator,  and  officer,  his  family  in 
New  York  is  respectable,  and  he  would  prove  an 
acquisition  to  the  service.  My  clerk,  Mr.  J.  &•' 
Townsend,  is  anxious  to  obtain,  through  my 
means,  a  midshipman's  warranf,  and  has  taken 
pains  to  qualify  himself  for  it,  bv  voluQteeringi 
and  constantly  performing  a  midshipman's  duty } 
indeed  I  have  but  little  use  for  a  clerk,  and  he  is  aa 
great  a  proficient  as  any  of  the  young  midshipmen  $ 
the  whole  of  whom  behaved  in  a  manner  that  was 
pleading  to  me,  and  must  be  gratifyiar  to  you,  at 
it  gives  an  earnest  of  what  they  will  make  ia 
time.  Three  only  have  been  to  sea  before,  and 
one  only  in  a  man  of  war.  yet  were  tbey  as  mtitk 
at  home,  and  as  much  disposed  to  exert  them* 
selves,  as  any  officer  of  the  ship^  Lieutenant 
Nicholson  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of 
Messrs.  Greeves  and  Rodgers,  midshipmeut  who 
were  in  the  prize  with  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  yoot 
obedient  servant,  L.  WARRINQTO|f. 

Hon.  William  Jonbb, 

SeerOarp  qf  the  Navg, 


CAPTUKE  OF  THE  REINDEER  AND  OTHER 
yE88EL8,  BY  THE  WASP. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  October  17, 1814.] 
CoMMiTTEB  Room,  Oct.  13, 1814. 
Sir  :  In  order  that  Congress  may  proceed  ill 
the  agreeable  duty  of  bestowing  suitable  honors 
and  rewards  on  those  gallant  men  whose  noblii 
achievements  have  already  so  signally  dbtitt^ 
guished  themselves  and  their  country  durttig  this 
war,  I  am  directed  by  the  Cominittee  on  Naval 
Affiiirs,  on  the  part  or  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  that  jou  will  transmit  all  the 
information  in  possession  of  the  Navy  Depar(^ 
ment,  relating  to  the  capture' of  the  British  sloop 
of  war  Reiiideer  by  the  American  sloop  of  war 
Wasp. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc> 

C.  TAIT,  Chairman. 
Hon.  Wm,  Jonbs, 

Secretary  if  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Oct.  15, 1814. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  the 
documents  received  at  this  Department  from  the 
Commander  of  the  United  States  sloop  of  wai 
Wasp,  relative  to  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  enemy's  sloop  of  war  Reindeer,  on  the  28th 
of  June  last,  after  a  brilliant  action  of  nineteen 
minutes,  which  was  terminated  by  boarding,  in 
gallant  and  decisive  style,  having  repulsed  thd 
enemy  in  repeated  and  vigorous  attempts  to  board 
th&  Wasp.  All  that  skill  and  valor  could  do  was 
done  quickly,  and  less  it  was  certain  would  not 
be  done.    I  am.  very  respectfully,  d^. 

W.  JONES. 

Hon.  Charles  Tait, 

Chairman  NaviU  Committee. 
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UmITBD  STATBdTSHIP  WaSP, 

1/ Orient,  JidyS,lBU. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  hooor  to  annoance  to  too  the 
arriyal  of  this  ship  to  day  at  this  place,  tff  the 
pilot  who  carried  us  oat  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.j  I 
hid  the  satisfaction  to  make  you  acquainted  with 
oar  hayinir  left  that  place,  and  again  had  the 
pleasure  of  addressing  you  by  the  French  nation- 
al brig  Olive,  and  which  was  the  first  vessel  we 
had  spoken  since  oar  departure  from  the  United 
States.  From  the  time  of  our  sailing  I  contin- 
ued to  follow  the  route  pointed  out  in  your  in- 
structions until  our  arrival  at  this  place,  daring 
which  we  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  make  sev- 
'tnl  captures,  a  list  of  which  will  accompany  this. 
These,  with  their  cargoes,  were  wholly  destroyed, 
with  one  exception;  this  was  the  galliot  Henri- 
etta, which  was  permitted  to  return  with  thepris- 
4Miers,  thirty-eight  in  number,  after  throwing  over- 
board the  greater  part  of  her  earfo,  leaving  only 
a  sufficiency  to  ballast  her.  When  arrived  on 
our  cruising  ground,  I  found  it  impossible  to  main- 
tain anything  like  a  station,  and  was  led  in  chase 
&rther  up  the  English  Channel  than  was  intend- 
ed. After  arriving. on  soundings,  the  number  of 
neutrals  which  are  now  passing  us  kept  us  almost 
coQstkntly  in  pursuit.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure 
to  state  to  you  the  very  healthy  condition  of  the 
crew  of  the  Wasp  during  the  cruise ;  sometimes 
without  one  on  the  sick  list,  and  at  no  time  any 
who  remained  there  more  than  a  few  days.  Qreat 
praise  is  due  to  Dr.  Clark  for  his  skill  and  atten- 
tion at  all  times,  but  particularly  after  the  action 
with  the  Reindeer;  his  unwearied  assiduity  to 
the  necessities  of  the  wounded  was  highly  con- 
spicuous. 

The  ship  is  at  present  under  quarantine,  but  we 
expect  to  be  released  from  it  to-morrow,  when  the 
wounded  will  be  sent  to  the  hospital,  and  every 
exertion  made  to  prepare  the  Wasp  for  sea. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^c. 

J.  BLACELEY. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  JOICBS. 

Unitbd  States  Ship  Wasp, 

L' Orient,  Jidy  8,  ISH. 

Sir:  On  Tuesday,  the  28th  ultimo,  beine  in 
latitude  48^  30"  North  and  longitude  11''  Id"  West, 
we  fell  in  with,  engaged,  and  after  an  action  of 
nineteen  minutes  captured,  HisBriian  nic  Majesty's 
sloop  of  war  the  Reindeer.  William  Manners. 
Esq.,  commander.  Annexed  are  the  minutes  or 
4>VLx  proceedings  on  that  day,  prior  to,  and  during 
the  continuance  of,  the  action. 

Where  all  did  their  duty,  and  each  appeared 
anxious  to  excel,  it  is  very  difficult  to  discrimi- 
nate. It  is,  however,  onlv  rendering  them  their 
merited  doe.  when  it  is  declared  of  Lieutenant 
Reilly  and  Barry,  first  and  third  of  this  vessel, 
and  whose  names  will  be  found  among  those  of 
the  conquerors  of  the  Guerriere  and  the  Java,  and 
of  Mr.  Tillingbast,  second  Lieutenant,  who  was 

Seatly  instrumental  in  the  capture  of  the  Boxer, 
at  tneir  conduct  and  courage^  on  this  occasion, 
fulfilled  the  highest  expectation,  and  gratified 


every  wish.  Sailingmaster  Gsn  ii  ibo  eoiiilei 
to  great  credit  for  the  zeal  a^ndabilkfvitlit^jeii 
he  discharged  his  various  dalies. 

The  cool  and  patient  coodoet  of  cfmoiiiea 
and  man,  while  exposed  to  the  fiieofii^duftQ. 
gun  of  the  enemy,  and  without  n  oppgnaitoof 
ratarning  it,  could  alone  beeqiiilled^ik«i. 
mation  and  ardor  exhihited  when  utu&f  q^. 
gaged,  or  by  the  promptitade  and  finnius  wiii 
which  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to bujui 
met  and  sueceBsfully  repelled.  SotkcoBiiBa 
may  be  seen^  but  cannot  well  be  desoiei 

The  Reindeer  mounted  sixteen  m]^ 
pound  carronades,  two  longsixoruKpR^ 
and  a  shifting  twelve  poand  arroude;mv 
complement  on  board  of  one  hundred aadeiiiiia 
men;  her  crew  were  said  to  be  the  pride  of  Ptj- 
mouth. 

Our  loss  in  men  has  been  severe,  oviDg,ii{»i, 
to  the  proximity  of  the  two  vessels,  M  ex- 
treme smoothness  of  the  sea,  botchiefifiiRpcit 
ing  boarders.  That  of  the  euemy,  hoverer,vi! 
infinitely  more  so,  as  will  be  seen  byilielistal 
killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides. 

Six  round  shot  struck  our  huILandoufgnpe. 
which  did  not  penetrate  far.  the  foremist  r- 
ceived  a  twenty-four  pound  ihot,  fMpuui 
through  its  centre,  and  our  iifj^isisuism 
a  good  deal  injured. 

The  Reindeer  was  literally  cot  lo  pKees,ua 
line  with  her  ports  j  her  upper  i«b,\ttis.  ad 
spare  spars,  were  one  complete  wreck,  kte 
springing  op  next  afternoon,  her  foROist  vol 
by  the  board. 

Having  received  all  the  prisowrj  m  M 
which,  from  the  number  of  ihewoaDded,«ci- 
pied  much  time,  together  with  their  bafflg«,ifi 
Reindeer  was,  on  the  eveaingof  the29aie(» 
fire,  and  in  a  few  hours  blew  up. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re? peefli/  /» 
most  obedient  servant,  ^^ 

'         J,  BLAKBW- 

Hon.  WiLUAK  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Kimi- 

mnutee  of  the  action  betunen  tkemd^^ 
WoM  and  £Ss  Briimenie  Mi^f^'^!fZ 
on  the  96ihJune,  1814.  Latiiv^^^^ 
Longitude  If*  W  Wett. 
At  four  A.  M.  light  breezes  andcl«*"^» 
quarter  after  four  discovered  two  sail,  w  F 
before  the  lee  beam  5  kept  away  in  chw  ^ 
after  discovered  one  sail  on  ^**^^*?"^ 
altered  the  course,  and  hauled  by  the  i« 
chase  of  the  sail  to  windward.  At  eig6|sesw 
to  windward  bore  E.  N.  B.,  wind  verjM^^^ 
ten  the  strange  sail,  bearing  E.  *»y/i,"T,, 
English  ensign  and  pennant,  and  display  J 
nal  at  the  main  (blufe  and  yellow  ^at^^ 
Meridian,  light  airs  and  cloudy;  atfq»rt/j; 
twelve  P.  M.  the  enemy  showed  a  blaciD^^- 
flag,  diagonally,  at  the  fore,  and  fifMtgJ^ 
hour  fifteen  minutes  called  allhandsto^ 
and  prepared  for  action;  one  hour  m^ 
minutes,  believing  we  coald  weather  t»^^ 
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taeked  ship,  tnd  stood  for  him ;  onp  hour  fifty 
mioutcB,  the  enemy  tacked  ship  and  stood  from 
us;  one  hour  fifty-^siz  minutes  hoisted  our  colors, 
and  fired  a  gun  to  windward,  which  was  answer- 
ed by  the  enemy  with  another  to  windward;  two 
hours  twenty  minutes,  the  enemy  still  standing 
from  us,  set  the  royals;  two  hours  twenty-fire 
minutes  set  the  flying  jib;  two  hours  twenty-nine 
minutes  set  the  upper  staysails;  two  hours  thir- 
ty-two minutes,  the  enemy  haring  tacked  for  us, 
took  in  the  staysails ;  two  hours  forMr-seren  min- 
utes furled  the  royals ;  two  hours  nftT-one  min- 
utes, seeing  that  the  ^  enemy  would  oe  able  to 
weather  us,  tacked  ship;  three  hours  three  min- 
utes the  enemy  hoisted  his  flying  jib;  brailed  up 
our  mizzen;  three  hours  fiAeen  minutes  the  ene- 
my on  our  weather  quarter,  distant  about  sixty 
yards,  fired  his  shifting  gun,  a  twelve  pound  car- 
ronade^  at  us,  loaded  with  round  and  crape  shot, 
from  his  top-gallant  forecastle;  three  noors  sev- 
enteen minutes  fired  the  same  gun  a  second 
time;  three  hours  nineteen  minutes  fired  it  a  third 
time;  three  hours  twenty-one  minutes  fired  a 
fourth  time ;  three  hours  twenty-ibur  minutes  a 
fifth  shot,  all  from  the  same  gun.    Finding  the 
enemy  did  not  get  sufficiently  on  the  beam  to  ena- 
ble us  to  bring  our-guns  to  pear,  put  the  helm  a 
lee,  and  at  twenty-six  minqtes  after  three  com- 
menced the  action  with  the  after  carronade,  on 
tl^e  starboard  side,  and  fired  in  succession ;  three 
hours  thirty-five  minutes  hauled  up  the  mainsail ; 
three  hours  forty  minutes,  the  enemy  having  his 
larboard  bow  in  contact  with  our  larboard  quarter, 
endeavored  to  board  us.  but  was  repulsed  in  every 
attempt ;  at  three  hours  forty-four  minutes  orders 
were  given  to  board  in  turn,  which  were  promptly 
executed,  when  all  resistance  immediately  ceased ; 
and  at  three  hours  forty-five  minutes  the  enemy 
hauled  down  his  flag. 

J.  BLAKBLET. 

UifiTBo  States  Ship  Wasp, 

L'Orient,  July  10, 1814. 
Sir:  After  the  capture  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's sloop  of  war  the  Reindeer,  it  was  my  wish 
to  hare  continued  the  cruise,  as  directed  by  you. 
I  was,  however,  necessitated  to  relinquish  this 
desire,  after  a  few  days,  from  a  consideration  for 
the  wounded  of  our  erew,  whose  wounds  had,  at 
this  season,  become  offensive  and  aggravated,  by 
the  number  of  prisoners  on  board  at  the  time,  be- 
ing seventy-seren  in  number.  Fearing,  from  the 
crowded  sute  of  the  Wasp,  that  some  valuable 
lives  might  be  lost  if  retained  on  board,  1  was 
compelled,  though  with  reloetance,  to  make  the 
first  neutral  port.  Those  belonging  to  the  Rein- 
deer, who  were  dangerously  wounded,  were  put 
on  board  a  Portuguese  brig,  bound  to.Bn^and, 
three  days  after  the  action,  and  from  the  winds 
which  prevailed  arrived,  probably,  in  two  or  three 
lays  alter  their  departure.  Their  surffeon,  the 
[Captain's  clerk,  with  the  Captain's  and  officers' 
lervants,  with  the  crew  of  the  Orange  Boven, 
were  put  on  board  the  same  vessel,  to  attend  upon 
hem.    Since  our  arrival  at  this  place  we  hare 


experienced  every  civility  from  the  public  au- 
thorities; our  quarantine  was  only  for  a  few 
hours;  and  our  wounded,  fourteen  in  numberi 
were  yesterday  carried  to  the  hospital,  where  they 
are  very  comfortably  situated.  Our  foremast, 
thouffh  badly  wounded,  can  be  repaired,  and  will 
be  taken  on  shore  as  soon  as  possible.  All  the 
other  damages  sustained  can  be  repaired  by  our- 
selves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

J.  BLAKELBY. 

Hon.  William  Jones, 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy, 

LUt  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on  board  Bie  Britannic 
Jlb^eety'e  eloop  of  war  the  Bdndeer^  m  action  with 
the  United  Statee'  $hop  of  war  the  Waep,  on  the 
9Sth  June,  1814. 

KiUed. — William  Manners,  Esq.,  commander; 
John  Thomas  Barton  J|>urser ;  James  Humphreys, 
quartermaster ;  John  £11  y,  armorer;  Chas.  Price, 
ropemaker ;  George  Qibson,  captain  mast;  Zenas 
Swift,  seaman;  Qeorge  SoiJic,  seaman ;  Samuel 
Laver,  seaman ;  Bartholomew  Johnson,  seaman ; 
Thomas  Bassett,  ordinary  seamanj  John  Isles, 
ordinary  seaman;  Robert  Smith,  ordinary  sea- 
man ;  James  Foreman,  ordinary  seaman ;  Patrick 
Sherry,  landsman;  John  Maguire,  landsman; 
William  Lee^  landsman ;  CoUisters  Glynn,  boy. 
2d  class;  Samuel  Probert,  boy,  2d  class ;  Patricit 
Sharkey,  bov,  2d  class;  Edward  McGratb,  boy, 
3d  class ;  John  Roomer,  private ;  James  Allen, 
private;  Thomas  Musto,  private;  John  Quest, 
private. 

fFotmcfsd.— *Tboma8  Chambers,  first  lieuten- 
ant, severely;  ^Richard  Johns,  master,  danger- 
ously; ^Ferguson  Mason,  quartermaster,  severely; 
^Josnua  Carson,  captain  forecastle,  severely; 
*Thomas  Williams,  captain  forecastle,  daager- 
Ottsly ;  *James  Candy,  landsman,  severely;  '^John 
Williamson,  carpenter's  crew,  severely ;  *Tho8. 
Clements,  seaman,  severely;  "^^Richard  Shipptrd, 
ordinary  seaman,  severely ;  ^Joseph  Waller,  sea- 
man, dangerously ;  ^Robert  Tole,  seaman,  dan- 
gerously; ^Thomas  Home,  seaman,  severely; 
^James  Wallace,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously ; 
*David  Livingston,  seaman, severely;  '^Alexan- 
der Stupo,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously;  ^Thos, 
Bell,  first,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  '^Nicholas 
Birmingham,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously; 
*  William  Wifliams,  boy,  second  class,  danger- 
ously; *John  Watley,  private,  severely;  *William 
Wyiey,corporal,  severely ;  ♦wm.  Gurarty,  private, 
severely;  *William  Watkins,  private,  severely; 
*Thos.  Mitchell,  boy,  third  class,  severely ;  *Daniel 
Byrne,  private,. severely;  ^Thomas  Marsh,  ser- 
g^nt,  not  very  badly  wounded,  but  permitted  tp 
proceed  in  consequence  of  the  representation,  and 
by  the  request,  of  the  surgeon  of  the  Reindeer; 
Matthew  Mitchell^  master's  mate,  slightly ;  Henry 
Hardinian,  midshipman,  slightly;  James  Legg, 
boatswain,  slightly;  John  Stimson,  quartermas- 
ter's mate,  slightly;  William  Clark,  cook,  slight- 
ly ;   John'  Johnson,  carpenter's  crew,  slightly ; 
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Witliam  Brace,  ordinary  seamaD,  slighdjr ;  Ben- 
jamin Rafos,  captain  foretop,  sUgbtif ;  John 
Bramble,  seaman,  sihrhcljr;  William  Townholro, 
leaman,  slightly;  William  Caldwell,  seaman', 
dangerously,  (since  dead ;)  Archibald  Adams,  or* 
dinarj  seaman,  dangerously,  (since  dead ;)  Rich- 
ard Hornby,  seaman,  slightly ;  Daniel  Hart,  boy, 
first  class,  'slightly;  William  Ratclift.  prirate, 
sliebtly ;  Thomas  Major,  private,  sererely ;  Rich- 
ard Butler,  captain  after  guard,  slightly. 

IFotmded— Dangerously  10;  severely  17;  and 
slightly  15. 

NoTB«— Those  marked  thns  (*)  were,  in  conse- 
qoe&oe  of  the  severity  and  extent  of  their  womids,  pat 
on  board  a  POTtognese  brig,  caHed  the  Lisbon  Packet, 
on  the  third  dav  alter  the  action,  to  wit,  the  1st  olf 
July,  bound  to  Plymouth,  England. 

Liit  of  killed  and  wounded  on  hoard  the  Vmted 
Stata^  sloop  of  wot  the  Waap^  Johmton  Blakeky, 
Eiq^  eommander,  in  action  wUk  JKt  BrUanme 
Mu^eMty'k  9loop^fwar  the  Reindeer,  on  the  SM 
JimCf  1814. 

JItKeci— Timothy  Stevens,  seaman;  Thomas 
Knight,  ordinary  seaman ;  Thomas  R.  Teel,  sea- 
man }  John  Brown,  second,  ordinary  seaman ;  Jo- 
seph Vorae,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded. — Henry  S.  Langdon,  midshipman, 
dangerouslv;  Frank  Tuscan,  midshipman,  dan- 
gerously; John  Sweet,  master's  mate,  slightly; 
William  Thompson,  boatswain's  mate,  severely ; 
John  Dick,  quartermaster,  severely;  Nathaniel 
Seammon, ' seaman,  severely;  Jotham  Perkins, 
teaman,  dangerously,   (since   dead ;)  William 


Preston,  seaman,  slighthr ;  Charles  Green,  dan- 
gerously, fstnce  deaa;)  Charles  Clinton,  seaman, 
sliehtlv;  Andrew  Passenger,  seaman,  severely; 
John  Kowe,  seaman,  slightly;  Joseph  Atkins,  sea* 
man,  dangerously,  (since  dead;)  Robert  Lowtber, 
seaman,  slightly ;  Merrel  Roberts,  seaman,  slight- 
ly; Robert  Jarvis,  ordinary  seaman,  severely; 
Henry  Herbert,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously ; 
Simon  Cassalis.  ordinary  seaman,  severely ;  John 
C.  Thurston,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously ;  Ca- 
leb Wheeden,  ordinary  seaman,  severely ;  John 
Ball,  bov,  dangerously,  (since  dead.) 

IFottfu2e(i— Dangerously  8;  severely  7;  slight- 
ly 6—21. 


BOOKS  AND  PAPERS  DESTROYED  BT  THE 
CONFLAGRATION  IN  18U. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  October  t%  39,  Novem- 
ber 1, 11,  and  17,  1814.] 

General  Post  Office, 

October  25, 1814. 
Sia:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Represenutivea,  on  the  subject  of  in- 
formation relative  to  the  destruction  of  official 
books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  General  Post 


Office,  in  consequence  of  theltteiMmofiodw 
enemy,  you  are  informed  thit  aKiisBtii  boob 
and  papers  are  lost,  belonging  to  ikDeMrtawt 
in  consequence  of  the  late  ineonifli  ^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  ikimvmnt 
a.  i.  MRiQ8.it     '' 

PottaoterGBegL 
Hon.  the  Spbaksb 

oftheH&imqfRepnmittim, 

Navy  DBPARTMEirp.Oir.iSii 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the resotatioii^'jeia. 
orable  House  of  RepreseQUtiTes.pi«<{g:^ 
24th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  repot. 

That  the  whole  of  the  official  bosh  fi^ 
trophies,  and  effects,  in  the  office  of  the  Swtqn 
of  the  Navy,  except  the  furnitQieofi^ogit 
were  preserved  from  loss  or  iojary  ^thekii- 
cursion  of  the  enemy,  and  are  oovatiiv;  uj 
that  all  the  6fficial  books  aDdpapen,uL^itt 
of  the  Accountant  of  theNarj.liiTelm^ 
served,  except  those  official  papers  rehtiTeioK- 
counts  settled  and  transmuted  to  tb  Tmsory 
Department,  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  vbickik 
enclosed  is  a  copy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  rery  respeetfillj,  su. 
your  obedient  servant, 

%ms. 

Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  Bouse  qfRepmaUm. 

Navt  Diriram, 

Aeeamtanfs  Q/ht,  (ktlLm 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  thsh^idion 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represe&tidrti 
on  the  subject  of  the  destractioDoft^eolatl 
books  and  papers  in  the  respcetlTe  deputaeA 
in  consequence  of  the  incursioD  of  the  nay  ii 
the  month  of  August.  1814, IJuTetkehsero 
state  that  it  is  believed  that  alltheoiaiikoQb 
and  papera  in  thio  office  were  sared.  Ibreflo 
knowledge  of  the  loea  of  a  single  booLifqas 
of  consequence  $  but  I  have  ooderstoodiaiiaif 
of  our  official  papers,  relative  to  aeconiitoM 
and  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  Deputa«^ 
were  destroyed.  What  effect  the  loss  oi|  a^t 
on  future  adjustments,  it  is  impossible  fe;  b 
to  say. 

With  great  respect,  I  hare  the  how  a » 
your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  mm 

Hon.  William  Jonbs. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolotioo  of  thcBuet^ 
Representatives,  of  the  84th  instant,  tktwR- 
tarf  of  the  Tieaiinry  respectfully  reports: 

That,  with  the  exception  of  some  old  lea? 
from  the  collectors  of  the  costoms  tnd  eosr 
sioners  of  loans,and  other  animportaDtiitfBS^ 
no  loss  of  official  books  or  W^^'^^f^ 
in  his  partieular  office  by  reason  of  theiK^ 
of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  ADgasL^ 
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That  the  docameots  herewith  traosmitted,  and 
marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  B,  and  F,  contain  all  the  in- 
formation furnished  hy  the  heads  of  the  sereral 
offices  attached  to  this  Department,  in  relation  to 
the  object  of  the  said  resolution,  and  are  prayed 
to  be  received  as  part  of  this  report. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secrtlary  of  the  Trtqtwry, 


Treasury  Departmrnt. 
OomptraOeri  Office.  Oct.  28, 1814. 
Sir:  To  enable  you  to  complyr  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Rouse  of  Representatives,  of  the  24th 
itistant,  in  relalion  to  the  destruction  of  official 
books  and  papers  in  the  Treasury  Department,  I 
have  to  statCi  that  all  the  official  books  and  pa- 
pers which  were  in  this  office  on  the  24th  of  Au- 
gust last,  the  day  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy 
into  this'city,  were  paclced  uj)  and  removed  from 
the  Treasury,  and  have  all  since  been  returned, 
except  a  box  containing  brief  entries  of  accounts, 
and  another  containing  part  of  the  accounts  en- 
tered on  the  new  hooka  of  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department^  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1319. 
and  part  of  the  accounts  entered  on  the  old  books 
for  the  three  last  qaarters  of  the  sai^e  year. 

These  boxes,  it  is  supposed,  have,  by  some 
means,  becooie  mixed  with  others  belonging  to 
some  other  of  the  departments;  and  although 
diligent  search  haa  been  made  for  them  without 
effect,  I  do  not  yet  despair  of  their  being  found. 

I  am,  air,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

NATHAN  LUFFBOROUOH, 

Acting  OmptroUer. 
Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary  of  the  Th^eatury, 

B. 

Trrasdrt  Drpartmbnt, 
AudUor'e  C^ce,  October  27,  1814. 
Sir  :  In  compliapce  with  your  request,  acoom* 
panyiDff  i  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  24th  instant,  I  have  the  nonor  to 
state,  that  of  the  official  books  and  papers  in  the 
immediate  charge  of  this  office,  none  are  known 
to  have  been  destroyed  or  lost  **  In  consequence  of 
the  incttrsion  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  An- 
g;u8ty  1814,"  exeepting  only  a  set  of  the  printed 
loornmls  aad  reports  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  HARRISON. 
Hon.  Srcrbtart  ^  TYeaeury. 


'n  formation  respecting  the  books  and  pspeis  of  the 
Treasurer's  office,  required  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  passed  October  !24, 1814. 

Treasurer's  Office.  Oc^.27,  1814. 
Legersy  journals,  reinittance,  Dank,  draft,  and 
>ther  books  generally  in  use  since  the  year  1810, 


have  been  preserved,  and  many  from  the  firat 
establishment  of  the  Treasury,  particularly  all  the 
payments  and  receipts  on  account  of  the  Treas- 
ury, War,  and  Navy  Departments  from  their 
commencements.  All  the  warrants,  vouchers, 
and  unsettled  accounts  of  every  kind,  were  pre- 
served, except  a  few  accounts  and  warrants  which 
had  been  paid  in  July  last,  on  account  of  the  Pri- 
vateer Pension  Fund,  and  one  on  account  of  the 
seventh  article  of  the  British  treaty.  These  can 
easily  be  replaced,  the  vouchers  for  the  payments 
being  preserved. 

Many  of  the  books  aod  papers  destroyed  were 
brought  from  Philadelphia,  and  very  few  would 
ever  nave  been  wanted,  as  all  the  accounts  of  this 
office  are  adjusted  at  the  end  of  every  quarter, 
and  the  documents  accompany  the  accounts  to 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart^ 
menx,  and  are  afiewards  deposited  with  the  Re- 
gister. 

T.  T.  TUCBLBR, 
Treaaurtr  tfthe  United  Statet. 


Treasdrt  Dbpartmriit, 
Revenue  Office,  October  96,  1814. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  stating,  in  compliance 
with  your  request,  that  no  official  books  or  papers 
belonging  to  this  office  were  destroyed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
month  of  August,  1814. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

S.  SMITH, 
CbmmV  of  the  Revenue. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  IVeaeury. 

fi. 
Treasdrt  Department, 
Regieter^e  Office,  October  28,  1814. 

The  Register,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has  the  honoip 
to  represent,  that  the  loss  of  books  and  papers  ia 
relauon  to  the  records  of  the  Treasury,  nas,  in  a 
great  degree,  been  limited  to  those  of  minor  im- 
porUnce;  and  that,  upon  the  late  incursion  of 
the  enemy,  all  the  essential  books  of  the  Treasury 
were  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 

That  to  comply  more  especially,  by  giving  a 
description  of  the  books  and  papers  which  were 
lost  on  that  occasion,  he  begs  leave  to  avail  him* 
self,  by  referring  to  certain  papers  herewith  sub- 
joined, being  statements  made  by  the  clerluL 
respectively,  having  the  charge  of  the  principal 
books  and  records,  and  to  which  he  submits  the 
following  remarks. 

On  the  statements  A  and  K  in  relation  to  the 
principal  books  and  records  of  the  revenues  of  the 
united  States: 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  public  moneys, 
the  accounts  of  individual  collectors  of  the  rev- 
enue, and  of  all  public  itfents  and  persons  ae* 
countable  for  moneys  advaneed  or  otherwise, 
were  preaerred;  and  that  such  as  were  lost  (the 
very  bulky  and  numerous  settled  accounu  of  the 
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War  and  Navy  Departments  excepted,)  were  con- 
sidered unimportant,  compared  with  the  books 
and  records  which  were,  on  the  emergency,  re- 
moved, and  which  claimed  the  first  attention  of 
the  Registter  with  the  few  remaining  clerks,  who 
were  not  in  the  field  in  actual  military  service. 

Statement  C.  in  relation  to  the  public  debt : 

In  this  brancn  of  the  public  records,  nothing 
has  been  lost  that  it  is  presumed  can.  in  the  most 
remote  degree,  affect  the  interests  or  the  individ- 
ual creditors,  or  the  United  States. 

There  arise  two  descriptions  of  records,  from 
the  mode  adopted  at  the  Treasury,  of  a  quarter- 
yearly  settlement  of  the  legers,  in  which  every 
individual  creditor  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury 
is  exhibited ;  the  first  of  these  are  old  legers  closed, 
and  put  away  as  finished ;  the  other,  those  which 
are  operative,  and  contain  the  names  of  existing 
creditors^  the  sums  due  to  each,  and  periods  of 
interest.  The  journals  and  legers  of  the  first  de- 
scription only  were  lost. 

On  the  loss  of  the  books  in  which  were  placed 
numerically  the  old  cancelled  loan-office  certifi- 
cates; the  cancelled  army  certificates;  the  can- 
celled final  settlement  certificates;  the  Register 
respectfully  remarks,  that  an  official  register  of 
certificates  of  the  aforegoing  character  outstand- 
ing, and  which  remained  outstanding  under  each 
class,  has  been  preserved;  and  that  to  this  register 
of  outstanding  certificates  reference  has  frequently 
been  had  in  cases  where  petitions  fbr  payment 
have  been  presented  to  Congress;  so  that  it  is 
presumed  no  material  inconvenience  will  arise 
from  the  destruction  of  those  which  have  been 
brought  in  and  satisfied. 

On  the  marine  records  lost : 

The  records  arising  under  the  laws  in  relation 
to  the  registering,  enrolling,  and  licensing  ships 
and  vessds  of  the  United  States,  being  daplicates 
transmitted  to  the  Treasury  by  the  district,  col- 
lectors, from  the  passing  of  those  acts  in  the  year 
1792,  bound  up  in  volumes  decriptive  of  their 
contents;  together  with  the  cancelled  registers, 
enrolments,  and  licenses,  placed  numerically  in 
books  for,  their  reception;  although  they  were 
destroyed,  yet  their  loss,  it  is  presumed,  may  be 
supplied  in  each  port,  by  a  reference  to  the  cor- 
res|x>nding  recoras  in  the  office  of  each  collector; 
a  mode  which  it  is  presumed  has  been  resorted 
to,  from  the  circumstance  that,  comparatively  to 
their  extent,  few  applications  have  been  made  for 
certified  copies  of  such  records  at  the  Treasury. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

JOS.  NOURSB,  RtgUter, 

Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas,  Qec^ry  of  the  TVeat^y. 


A. 

Schedule  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  destractioB  of  the 
Tt—MQiy  Bepartme&t,  in  that  branch  of  the  Regis- 
tsr's  office  whefe  the  books  and  accounts  In  relation 
to  the  impost  and  tonnage  duties,  the  internal  rav^ 
enue,  alid  direct  tax*  an  kept,  vis : 
The  lej^rs,  journals,  and  auxiliary  books  con- 

aectedwith  the  imports,  tonnage^  and  internal 


revenues,  from  the  commeoeeiuit  lo  thtfm 
1810,  inclusive.  '^ 

The  export  books,  from  the  cobubmbp.,  ^ 
the  year  1803,  inclusive.  "*"'  * 

The  vouchers  and  docoments  rdaiRto  rk, 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  tke  eoOt^ingra! 
customs,  and  supervisors  of  the  ioteiulmmM 
and  direct  tax,  from  the  commcQeeneBt  tg^ 
year  1811,  inclusive. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  howerer,  thit  the  m^ 
results  of  the  accounts  of  e? erf  indifyaijei^ 
tor  and  supervisor  throoghout  theUtti,|{j0. 
tied  at  the  Treasury,  being  exhibitedii&tiigiii 
printed  statements  of  the  pablie  aeeoiit,iit'ii 
above  enumerated  cannot  be  coiaidendisa» 
tial  to,  or  in  any  way  likelf  to  alleei  tke  xoli 
ment  of  future  accounts,  ansinfffrooiihtioun 
of  revenue  before  stated;  and,fsrtbeLtiutiliik 
auditor's  reports  and  statemeots  of  tie  man 
of  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  tlieutaiilitr* 
enue,  and  direct  tax,  from  dieir  conBeMMU 
to  the  present  period,  have  been  ared. 

JOS.  DAWSOS. 


B. 
Of  the  books  and  papers  relttiTe  Ip  tk  ntafb  ui 
ezpenditora. 
Rboibter's  Ornci;  OuMi 

The  principal  legers  and  JNnik,  fna  the 
commencement  of  the  present Gonnaaiutke 
year  1708,  were  destroyed.  Thcie|enun\]ttL 
period,  as  well  as  the  complete  Kt  ef  dijlKidb 
irom  the  commencement  or  the  GomaaiLbife 
been  preserved. 

The  vouchers  and  reports  od  leald  ittou^ 
which  were  contained  io  upwards  of  ooehuM 
large  cases  and  chests  in  toe  fireproof  buJiij, 
were  destroyed.  TheTreasaffstiteao&naiii 
accounts  from  the  commeneemeotof  AcfRxi! 
Government  have,  in  geBenljbeeapraffni 

Upon  the  whole,  il  it  eoncdred  ^^^ 

convenience  will  be  incorredin  tbeKQbuot 

accounts  from  the  destraetiooof  boobttifi;s 

in  relation  to  this  branch  of  the  office.     ^ 

JOS.  8TRRTCE 


Of  the  books  and  records  in  rdttion  to  ^^^ 
the  public  debt,  the  foUowinf  were  i^ 
Reoistbr's  Officb,  Oct25,iai 

1.  Several  old  jooraals  and  legers^tknc^ 
in  which  had  been  closed.  ,.     , 

Books  containing  receipU  for  wxaasi^ 
funded  debt  delivered  at  the  Ttwatjf^l 
the  year  1800.  The  receipts  Jakes  fli» »« 
been  preserved.  ;,. 

2.  Canoelled  certificates  or  erideDceioiiK 
Revolutionary  funded  debt,  nomerieiilf  i««^ 
and  bound  up  in  books,  which  were  msf 
and  bulky ;  tbey  contained, 

1.  Loan  Office  certificttes. 

2.  Army  certificates.  .     .a, 

3.  Pinal  settlement  certificates  is$o»?"' 
commissioners  of  the  staff  department. 
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4;  Final  settlement  certificates  issoed  by  com- 
missioners in  the  several  States. 

5.  Final  settlement  certificates  issued  in  the 
marine  department. 

The  whole  were  destroyed ;  an  official  list,  how^ 
ever,  exhibiting  the  certificates  which  remain 
ontstanaing  was  preserved,  by  which  the  equity 
of  claims  £r  certificates  of  either  description  may 
be  ascertained  with  precision. 

3.  Receipts  for  dividends  of  principal  and  in- 
terest on  the  funded  debt  paid  at  the  several  loan 
offices,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  31st  December,  1812,  were  lost;  also, 
receipts  for  dividends  declared  at  the  Treasury  to 
the  31st  December,  1810. 

Dividends  returned  unclaimed  from  the  loan 
offices  for  payment  at  the  Treasury;  the  tran- 
scripts of  these  dividends,  however,  which  were 
made  in  this  office,  in  books  prepared  with  col- 
umns for  receipts,  and  which  were  preserved, 
exhibit  not  only  the  amount  paid  thereon,  but 
also  everjr  sum  now  due  to  individual  creditors. 

Transfers  or  cancelled  certificates  of  the  funded 
debt  previous  to  the  year  1811.  All  the  powers 
of  attorney  for  translerring  stock  were  preserved. 
MICHAEL  NOUHSB: 


F. 
^    Qbnbral  Land  Opficb, 

October  26, 1814. 
Sir  :  All  the  maps  of  this  office,  and  all  the 
books  and  papers  neeessary  to  the  settlement  of 
accounts,  were  saved  from  destruction. 

The  papers  destroyed  were  files  of  military 
warrants,  which  had  been  located  and  patented ; 
files  of  final  certificates,  and  other  papers  relative 
to  purchased  lands  which  had  been  patented ;  a 
few  files  of  monthly  returns  from  land  offices, 
which  files  had  been  pasted  into  the  legers;  the 
loss  of  these  papers  will  not  affect  the  public  in- 
terest.    I  have,  &c. 

JOHN  OARDINBR, 

ChufOerk. 
Hon.  A.  J.^  Dallas, 
Secreiaiy  of  the  TYeamny. 

War  Dspartmbht,  Nov.  9, 1814. 

Sir  :  Conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  October  24,  requiring  of 
this  Department  a  report  relative  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  books  and  papers  in  consequence  of  the 
incursion  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August, 
1814, 1  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  all  the  books 
of  record  belonging  to  this  office  were  saved,  and 
that  no  papers  of  any  kind  were  lost,  except  ree- 
omm^naations  for  appointmients  in  the  Army,  and 
letters  received  more  than  seven  years  previous; 
of  all  these,  however,  there  is  a  record  in.  the 
office,  viz:  the  names  of  applicants,  and  a  brief, 
of  the  substance  of  all  other  letters  which  were 
not  preserved. 

All  the  standards  and  colors  taken  from  the 
enemy  during  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  present  war,  which  had  been  deposited  in  the 
War  Office^  were  also  saved. 


In  relation  to  the  books  and  papers  of  several 
offices  attached  to  this  Department,  I  take  the 
liberty  to  enclose  the  reports  which  have  been 
made  to  me  by  the  principal  officer  of  each. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  J.  MONROE. 

Hon.  the  Speaker, 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Adjutants  Reports 

Department  op  War, 
Accountant's  Ofice,  Oct.  27, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  24th  instant,  this 
day  transmitted  to  me  from  your  office,  directing 
the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Departments,  and 
the  Postmaster  General,  to  communicate  to  the 
House  such  information  as  may  be  in  their  power, 
in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  official  books  and 
papers  in  their  tespective  Departments,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  incursion  of  the  enemv,in  the  month 
of  August,  1814,  dbc,  I  have  the  honor  to  state, 
that  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  this  office 
were  removed  at  the  time  above  mentioned,  and 
are  now  in  a  state  of  safety,  excepting  a  part  of 
the  papers  and  army  accounts  appertaining  to  the 
Revolutionary  war,  which  had  been  saved  from 
the  flames  on  the  burning  of  the  house  occupied 
by  the  War  Department  in  1800.  When  the 
books  and  papers  of  this  office  were  removed,  as 
before  mentioned,  it  was  not  practicable  to  obtain 
conveyance  for  all ;  it  was,  therefore,  determined 
to  leave  the  old  papers  and  army  accounts,  as  the 
loss  of  those  (if  any  loss  should  happen)  would 
be  attended  with  less  inconvenience  than  that  of 
any  other  papers.  They  were  in  the  fire-proof 
room  of  the  office  at  the  time  of  the  incursion  of 
the  enemy,  and  when  that  building  was  burnt  they 
remained  untiyured  by  the  flames ;  but  the  rooia 
baving[  been  entered  by  some  persona  soon  after 
the  building  was  destroyed,  the  papers  were  de- 
rangedjand  many  of  them  undoubtedly  destroyed 
or  carried  away  at  that  time ;  but  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  identify  those  which  may  have  been  thus 
destroyed.  When  the  public  papers  were  brought 
back  to  the  City  of  Washington,  the  remainder  of 
those  papers  (by  far  (he  larger  part  of  the  whole) 
were  removed  to  the  house  now  occupied  as  the 
Accountant's  office. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  loss  of  those  papers 
cAn  have  any  effect  in  the  adjustment  of  the  un- 
settled accounts  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  thto 
claims  (if  any)  which  mif  ht  arise  under  them 
have  been  barred  by  acts  of  limitation. 

With  very  great  respect,  1  have, the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant 

TOBIAS  LEAR. 

Hon.  Beorbtart  of  War. 

Paymastej^s  Report. 

Army  Pat  Opficb,  Oct.  89, 1814. 
The  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
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of  Representatives,  under  date  October  theSith, 
1814,  has  the  honor  to  report : 

That,  by  great  exertions  all  the  books,  accounts, 
rolls^  and  papers  of  his  office,  which  were  of  any 
coosiderabie  importance,  were  saved  from  the  de- 
atrucUve  incursion  of  the  enemy  at  this  place,  in 
the  month  of  Augast,  1814;  but  affreeably  to  the 
tenor  of  the  resolution  he  proceeds  to  mention, 
as  nearly  as  can  be  weil  ascertained,  those  which 
were  not  saved,  and  the  probable  effect  which 
will  result  from  their  loss.  They  are  as  follows, 
sameiy: 

Part  of  the  copies  of  the  statements  of  such  re- 
emiting  and  other  accounts  as  had  been  adjusted 
and  settled  in  this  office,  with  old  duplicate 
Touchers,  the  originals  of  which  were  sent  up  to 
the  other  offices  of  the  Government  to  be  finally 
deposited  in  the  Treasury  Department.  No  in- 
convenience will  resiHt  to  the  Government  from 
this  loss;  (provided  the  orig^inalf  are  preserved ;) 
the  only  inconvenience  which  will  be  felt  is  in 
this  office,  where,  instead  of  referring  to  our  copies 
for  information,  we  shall  have  to  resort  to  the 
originals  at  the'Treasury  Department! 

The  accounts  and  vouchers  of  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Scott,  as  paymaster  of  the  twenty-fourth 
regiment  of  infantry.  The  instructions  of  the 
Paymaster  of  the  Army  to  all  sub-paymasters, 
direct  them  to  keep  duplicates  of  their  accounts 
and  vouchers,  and  Lieutenant  Scott  has  been 
called  on  for  the  duplicates  of  his;  when  they 
are  received  the  loss  will  be  made  good. 

A  small  book  containing  a  record  of  certain 
stoppages  from  the  pay  of  non-commissioAed  offi- 
cers, musicians,  artificers,  and  privates ;  a  book  of 
minor  importance,  and  as  the  stoppag^es  had  all 
been  directed,  and  many  of  them  actually  made 
and  done,  the  loss  of  it  is  considered  of  very  little 
consequence. 

The  recruiting  account  and  vouchers  fin  part) 
of  the  late  Major  Timothy  Dix,  of  the  14th  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  deceased.  If  the  l^al  repre- 
tentative  of  Major  Dix  produces  the  duplicates, 
which  it  is  expected  are  among  the  papers  of  the 
deceased,  the  loss  will  be  retrieved. 

It  is  possible  that  some  few  other  papers  might 
have  been  lost,  which  cannot  now  be  recollected 
or  ascertained.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  they 
could  not  have  been  of  much  magnitude  or  im- 
portance. 

Respectfully,  R.  BRENT, 

Paymaster  U.  S,  Army, 

Hon.  James  Monroe, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  General  of  MUitary 
Supplies. 

Washington,  October  24, 1814. 
Sir:  In  compliance  wi^h  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  24th  insunt,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  none  of  the  books  or 

Sapers  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  Superinten- 
ent  General  of  Military  Supplies  have  been  lost  or 
otherwbe  destroyed,  in  consequence  of  the  incnr- 
slon  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August  last. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  wpcctfnl/r  j. 
your  obedient  servant,  " 

RICHARD  CWTS 

Supt.  Gen.  MilSa^hSm. 
Hon.  Jame9  Monroe,  ^^ 

Secretary  of  War. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oaurdt  Jbpon 
Adj.  and  Inb.  OEitnAL'gOprKt 
WathingUm,  Odajm 

Sir  :  In  conformity  to  jcxa  order.ia^iiiia 
Tiew  to  meet  a  resolution  of  the  Boiktflian. 
sentatives.  of  the  24th  insUmt^ctlliiisisi^. 
mation  relative  to  the  destrtictionofciblMti 
and  paoers  by  the  enemy,OQthe24tlQ(Aii|B 
last,  I  nave  the  honor  to  ioformToa  tint tke pi- 
pers which  belonged  to  this  oiSce,  ud  liiki 
were  destroyed  by  the  coDflajntioooftieeuBj, 
were  files  of  muster-rolls,  latpeetion,  jmaGB. 
monthly  and  recruiting  retarsi  op  to  t&e  |«u 
1813,  inclusive^  In  additioa  to  iiiis,seTenleofiiB 
of  Stoddard's  Artillery,  and  a  few  mtiii 
Svstem  of  Drum  Beatii^  fortheoseoftheArij, 
which  had  not  been  distriba(ed,veniIsok 
The  whole  loss,  however,  is  of  no  atteriil cos- 
sequence. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  Terfre^oilMir, 
your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BELL, 
Assistant  ba^^foi. 

Hon.  Jabibs  Monror. 

Secretary  cf  War. 

OaoNANCR  OpncE,  WiSBiHcm 
OddiieTM 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  request  im^wllt 
partment,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  tia^uw 
late  invasion  and  conflamtionof  tbeaajifl 
this  city,  no  valuable  boob  or  papenmcMor 
belonginy  to.this  office  sosuiaed  any i««iB- 
jarjr.  A  few  printed  books, of inconsiOTn* 
and  some  loo»e  papers  of  no  intiiniic  ib|>^- 
ance,  with  a  small  qoan^ly  of  fttr&iuu«.,|&ti> 
ery,  dkc,  formed  the  only  articles  wluea  »s 
destroyed. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  hoDor  loi^*^ 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MORTON, 
DeptOyCm^ 
Hon,  Secretary  ^  War. 

DlPARTMiirPOPSTl* 

The  acting  Secretary  of  Sute,  iBt«l*^ 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Hotise  of  W^ 
tives,  of  the  24th  ultimo,  reqaestingsoMaKj 
tion  as  may,  be  in  the  power  of  the  a^o* 
partments  to  aflford,  in  relation  to  the  (JBn> 
of  the  official  boob  and  papers  m  im^^ 
ments,  respectively,  ifa  consequeoceol  w 
sion  of  the  enemy  m  the  month  of  Anp  ' 
bAs  the  honor  to  report:  .  ^^ 

That,  when  it  became  appirent  froB»«^ 
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ments  of  the  enemv,  after  his  debarkatiou  at 
Benedict,  that  bis  destination  was  the  seat  of 
Gorernment,  every  exertion  was  made,  and  every 
means  emplayed,  for  the  removal  of  iht  .books 
and  papers  of  this  office,  to  a  place  of  safetjr; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  extreme  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  means  of  conveyance,  it  is  believed 
that  every  paper  and  manuscript  book  of  the  of- 
fice, of  any  importance,  including  thos/e  of  the 
old  Government,  and  all  in  relatiob  to  acoounts, 
were  placed  in  a  state  of  security.  That  it  was  not 
fonna  practicable,. however,  to  preserve  in  like 
manner,  the  volumes  of  laws  reserved  by  Congress 
for  future  dbposition;  many  of  the  books  belong- 
ing to  the  library  of  the  Department,  as  well  as 
some  letters  on  file  of  minor  importance  from 
individuals  on  business  mostlv  disposed  of,  which 
were  unavoidably  left,  and  shared  the  fate,  it  is 

S resumed,  of  the  building  in  which  they  were 
eposited. 
Ail  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


INTfiRCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

The  AtUnmeff  Qeneral  ef  the  United  StaUe  to 
theButriet  Attmrnejf  of  the  United  Skatee  for 
Mueachueetts, 

WASBtNQTON,  Jviy  1S^  1814. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  16th  of  this  month.  •  I  ]fer» 
fectly  agree  with  you  that  the  intercourse  which, 
in  general  terms,  ^ou  describe  as  taking  place  on 
the  part  of  our  citizens  with  the  enemy's  shipi 
upon  the  poast,  is  altogether  incompatible  with  a 
state  of  war.  Whatever  of  .necessary  business, 
growing  out  of  the  belligerent  state,  is  to  be 
transacted  with  the  enemy,  should  be  transacted 
with  the  knowledge  and  under  the  sanction  of 
the  Government. .  Aay  other  doctrine  might  lead 
to  consequences  too  palpably  mischievous  to  be 
countenanced  by  any  sound  views  of  the  public 
safety.  To  the  highest  powers  of  Government 
alone  does  it  belong  to  make  war.  To  the  Gov- 
ernment alone  does  it  belong  to  carry  it  on.  To 
its  exclusive  authority  is  negotiation  committed, 
whatever  character  it  may  assume,  whether  in* 
volving  the  highest  interests  of  the  nation  at 
large,  or  merely  those  matters  of  subordinate  indi- 
vidual concern  which  spring  up  as  unavoidably 
concomitant  to  a  state  ot  national  hostility.  The 
legal  operation  of  the  act  declaring  war  was  to 
put  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two  countries 
m  the  condition  of  enemies  towards  each  other. 
The  slightest  intercourse  of  trade  between  them 
is  hence  forbidden.  All  property  detected  as  the 
subject  of  such  trade  is  forfeitable  under  the 
^neral  law  resulting  at  all  times  and  to  all  na- 
tions from  a  state  of  war,  and  which  this  nation 
appropriated  to  itself  when  it  becaoae  belligerent 
as  indispensable  to  its  operations,  its  duties,  and 
its  safety. 

Mach  more  subversive  of  these  ends  might  it 


prove  if  our  citizens  be  suffered  to  hold,  without 
the  license  of  public  authority,  personal  inter- 
course with  the  enemy ;  to  visit,  at  pleasure,  their 
fleets,  while  actually  invading  our  waters  and 
threatening  our  towns.  Such  conduct  consti- 
tutes an  encroachment  upon  the  attributes  dele- 
gated to  Government,  and  which,  under  the  the- 
ory of  our  Constitution,  should  be  exercised  only 
by  the  Executive  branch  as  a  necessary  incident 
to  Executive  authority.  The  Government  that 
pasriively  and  promiscuously  permits  this  en- 
croachment must  acM^e^to  surrender  its  power  of 
self-preservation.  The  citizen  who  imagines 
himself  at  liberty  to  embark  in  it  must  have  a 
limited  and  erroneous  sense  of  the  obligations 
that  should  bind  him.  The  forecast  of  the  for- 
mer cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  it  too  oKviously 
confers  the  means  of  doing  mischief  to  suffer  it 
to  stand  excused  by.  any  subsequent  allegations 
of  an  unexceptionable  or  laudable  motive,  and 
Fhould  cut  6S  remote  and  probable  dangers  by  a 
strict  inhibition  of  every  species  of  such  inter- 
course, under  whatever  pretences  attempted. 
The  latter  should  hesitate  at  taking  a  step  so  sus- 
ceptible of  abuse,  which  ml^ht  open  a  door  to 
pernicious  imitation;  and  wnich,  whatever  its 
genuine  or  harmless  complexion  in  his  particular 
instance,  is  calculated  to  beget  suspicions  unfa- 
vorable to  his  intentions  and  hazardous  to  his 
fame.  Bv  the  act  of  spontaneously  repairing  to 
the  hostife  ships,  he  separates  himself  from  his 
country;  identifies  himself,  for  the  time  being, 
with  its  foe,  and  by  exhibiting  himself  upon  their 
decks  without  the  stamp  of  national  permission, 
is  liable,  under  first  impressions,  to  be.  viewed  by 
both  the  one  and  the  other,  as  in  a  garb  of  doubt- 
ful innocence.  He  goes  unshielded  and  unknown. 
If  any  one  citizen  may  rightfully,  repair  to  the 
enemy  for  any  purpose  which  he  chooses  either 
sincerely  to  avow,  or  fictitiously  to  set  up,  all 
must  be  allowed  to  claim  a  participation  in  the 
same  indulgence.  Thus,  an  evil-disposed  person, 
veiling  a  malignant  and  treacherous  intention 
under  cover  of  these  excursions,  with  no  limit  to 
their  number,  and  left  to  hb  own  choice  of  cir- 
cumstances and  time,  may  become  the  bearer  of 
information  and  plans,  to  gratify  his  own  turbu- 
lent designs  and  work  the  ruin  of  his  country. 
These  remarks  are  conceived  to  be  founded  upon 
principles  intrinsically  sound,  because  inseparable 
Irom  the  safeguard  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
that  must  hold  out  the  strongest  titles  to  assent  in 
every  dispassionate  mind.  The  ppiicy  of  other 
nations  has  adopted  the  method  of  a  flag  of  truce 
from  the  Government  or  its  known  agents,  when 
intercourse  is  to  take  place  with  an  enemy,  which 
serves  as  an  universal  symbol,  that  it  is  under 
public  permission,  and  for  lawlul  and  necessary 
purposes.  That  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
during  a  war.  should  be  all  at  once  absolved  from 
this  ancient,' cautionary  usage;  that  they  should 
be  freely  allowed  to  substitute  their  own  will  for 
that  of  the  Government ;  passing  to  the  enemy's 
lines  or  to  the  enemy's  ships,  for  objects  innocent 
or  fatal,  at  their  own  loose  discretion,  seems  as 
irreconcilable  to  reason  as  it  is  opposed  to  the 
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maxims  of  pradeace  that  have  heretofore  regu- 
lated the  conduct  of  cootendiog  naiioos. 

In  reply  to  your  request  for  my  opinioo  as  to 
what  course  h  might  be  proper  to  pursue  to- 
wards persons  who  go  on  board  the  enemy ^  ships 
horering  upon  our  shores,  without  an^  previous 
license  dei"  "  ' 
to  state — 


license  derived  from  public  authority,  i  beg  leave 


my 


That  I  think  such  intercourse  should,  in  every 
case,  be  regarded  as  importing  a  strong,  prifna 
facie  intention  of  guilt.  It  raises  a  presumption 
of  designs  adverse  to  the  country,  and  favoring 
the  enemy,  which  should  not  be  oassed  over  with- 
out a  scrupulous  inquiry  on  tne  part  or  those 
functionaries  who  are  charged  with  the  punish- 
ing justice  of  the  laws  3  and  it  behooves  good 
citizens  to  be  assistant  to  the  magistrates  upon 
all  such  occasions.  If  there  be  reason  to  think 
that,  under  the  guise  of  some  specious  or  inof- 
fensive purpose,  an^  improper  information  has 
been  conveyed  by  direct  or  indirect,  but  intelli- 
ffible,  means  of  commuDieation,  or  any  supplies 
Been  furnished,  and  the  competent  evidence  of 
such  fact  or  facts  can  be  obtained,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  party  stands  embraced  by  the  Constitu- 
tional definition  of  treason,  in  giving  aid  to  the 
enemy,  and  should  be  proceeded  against  accord- 
inffly. 

If  no  evidence  exist,  ot  be  discoverable  to  this 
effect,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  bare  act  of  thus 
going  on  board  punishable  by  indictment  under 
our  existing  laws  ? 

I  am  not  prepared  to  ansWer  this  question  in 
the  affirmative.  Good  men  may,  undoubtedly, 
be  found  going  on  board  for  ends  that  are  inno- 
cent ;  however,  in  the  view  of  a  wise  and  safe 
policv,  independent  of  anv  law,  its  impropriety 
could  scarcely  fail  to  strike  every  mind  intelli- 
gent while  it  was  patriotic.  But  there  may  pos- 
sibly be  room  for  fearing,  and  if  there  be,  it  is 
deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  those  who  slight  the 
unsophisticated  verdict  of  the  public  feeling,  in 
making  these  voluntary  visits,  may  have  been 
looking  with  a  more  anxious  discernment  into  the 
presumed  defects  of  our  existing  jurisprudence, 
than  consuhiog,  under  enlarged  and  unbiassed 
estimates  of  duty,  their  own  paramount  obliga- 
tions as  members  of  the  social  body.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  that,  under  my  views  of  the  subject,  no 
statute  has  yet  been  passed  by  CoQgress,  looking 
particularly  to  this  kind  of  conduct,  or  estaUish- 
m^  it  bv  specific  definition  as  an  independent 
crime.  I  do  not  think  that  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
January,  1799,  entitled  an  act  for  the  punishment 
of  certain  crimes  therein  specified,  or  the  more 
recent  one  of  the  6th  of  July,  181^  for  the  prohi- 
bition of  trade  with  the  enemy,  can  be  consid- 
ered as  having  contemplated  the  particular  spe* 
cies  of  intercourse  with  the  armed  enemy,  of 
which  we  are  speaking ;  or  that,  under  the  safe 
rules  applicable  to  the  interpreution  of  penal 
laws,  they  could  now  be  made  to  embrace  it. 
At  the  same  time  I  imagine  it  will  be  conceded 
that  there  exists  full  power  to  prohibit  and  pun- 
ish specifically  such  intercourse  as  an  integral, 
primary  offence.    The  high  exercise  of  legisla  tive 


authority  which  made  the  Uniiei  Stii 


gerent,  iecessarUy  invmed'ihe  w^"^^^^^ 
their  Government  with  the  matoiT 
cident  to  a  state  of  war;  which  p^^i^;;^ 
doubt,  may  be  called  into  •ciivityiiiteiy  "^ 
positive  acts  of  tegislaiion,  at  ihe  iZ,  i 
the  same  authority,  and  made  ci^eiuiS 
the  exigencies  and  doration  of  ihe»«ia^ 

In  what  manner  this  kindof  iwercoBwui, 
public  enemy  may  be  poaished  itawcaDaa. 
law,  it  is  not  necessary  thtt  IsbiiiMft 
Upon  this  point,  if  I  most  eipreBuZL 
premising  that  it  is  of  no  more  nla^^ 
anj  other  individual,  I  must  declutklku 
think  the  common  lawapplietbleiiat^^tBt 
to  the  Government  of  the  Uoitcd  Sutei.  M 
feel  regret  at  supposing  that  any  offidtlfodia 
of  which  I  may  recognise  theobIi|riti(Bs,ii|ibei 
the  necessity  of  my  witbholdiog  tlie  amm 
of  this  opinion.  I  ^0  not  thiak  tbit  1 W 
Republic  like  ours,  resting  opon,isiiioiijpji. 
lars,  the  limited  political  eoDcesaoDsflf&Qia 
and  independent  sovereign  Siita,drefftoitxli; 
by  any  just  implication,  at  the  DootBt  o{  ia 
circumscribed  st^ructure,  thevholeeoaDgBlif 
of  England,  with  all  or  any  {wrtioo<if  in  did 
catalogue  of  crimes  and  pautboeiis;  i  enie 
which  the  more  liberal  and  iiaotiefisdnof 
a  later  day— the  labors  of  theJMffudde 
Benibams.  following  the  noRUowitnetiRi 
of  a  Blackstone  and  a  Hale-testeniiaiii^, 
ever  since,  to  free  of  its  fierce  u&a&s^  fa- 
tures;  a  code  which,  among  iteuAi«i\«^<£ 
actions  that,  in  a  complicated  comauiiy. bum 
frailty  may  be  betrayed  into,  denotaea,  «pa 
scarcely  less  than  two  hundred, cipiiil»ktioi; 
thereby,  as  the  regular  and  aeliocholj  (niBiH 
9uch  a  system,  and  as  authentic  ligliuuiit^ 
imprinting  more  of  human  blood npoiiiieflw 
than  is  known  to  the  same  extent  of  pBjwiM 
in  any  other  portion  of  Burope.  Apitfw*' 
corporation  of  such  a  code,  ercn  wii^'C"'* 
tions  that  might  be  implied,  nponikiw?* 
dence  of  the  Union,  I  perceite  serioBiMi""^ 
moun table  objections.  I  beIiefe,iK»J» 
opinion  has  been  adopted,  partially* J*;" 
the  highest  judicial  tribunal  known  10 tbelj 
stitntion,*ahhooghIobservelhatyoBif«J» 
fully  upon  this  point,  considering  itBflip"^ 
mately  at  rest.  In  order,  iherefore, ««» 
proceedings  against  a  party,  under  iMSfW"» 
and  regular  course  of  a  criminal  pweflW? 
indictment,  I  confess  it  does  *PP«f  "'St! 
the  act  for  which  he  is  to  be  indicte^*^ 
marked  down,  and  the  penalty  affiiaiJf"" 
statute  of  Congress.  .  »  uW. 

If  no  punisbment  can  be  sopenndn«ia|^- 
the  medium  of  an  indictment,  "  *yj^ 
asked,  is  there  no  other  mode  in  WQJM*r 
can  be  rendered  obnoxious  to  M  "*^, 
sioo  ?  Is  he  to  run  no  farther  rsk  »«  r^ 
being  made  captive  by  trusting  woso" 

•  In  die  case  ofthe  Ito'tod  8^  JCiC 
and  Ooodwin^  Supreme  Court  Oattid  ««' 
aiy,  1813. 
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eoemy's  power;  a  rUk  wliich.  on  the  pre-sappo- 
sitioQ  of  his  iotendioff  to  favor  the  enemy,  it  is 
idfe  to  advert  to  7  Is  an  act,  the  abstract  and 
aniversal  impropriety  of  which  mast  exist,  as  it 
wottid  seem,  in  the  convicliorfs  of  every  uncloud- 
ed understanding,  and,  as  we  woold  also  think, 
be  traced  in  characters  as  le^^ible  upon  every 
heart;  is  such  an  act  to  be  passed  over  without  any 
notice  from  the  magi^ttracy ;  thereby,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  aH  correction,  inviting  its  endless  repe- 
tition ;  to  the  disparagement  of  that  6delity  which 
should  bind  in  its  transcendent  ties,  the  citizen  to 
the  public,  to  the  signal  disrepute  of  our  citizens 
themselves,  in  deriision  of  all  law,  and  to  the  man* 
ifest  danger  of  the  State? 

To  these  more  important  questions,  I  feel  hap- 

FY  in  not  being  obliged  to^five  a  negatire  answer, 
think  that  every  private  hidividual  who  is  seen 
to  throw^  himself  upon  the  armed  and  invading 
foe,  without  the  knowledge  and  permission  of  his 
(Government,  hhould  be  arrested  and  taken  before 
the  proper  judge  or  court.  That  if  this  cannot  be 
done  with  a  view  to  prosecute  him  by  indictment, 
it  at  least  may  be  with  a  view  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a  char^  on  which  be  majr  be  bound  in 
sufficient  sureties  to  bis  goodhehaviour;  fur  such 
intercourse  with  the  enemy  puts  him  under  a 
sttspicion  so  stroqg,  that  the  law  should  be  awake 
with  all  its  irigilaoce  and  activity.  It  lies  on  the 
direct  road  to  treason ;  seems  an  approximation 
to  it,  opening  at  once  every  facility  to  its  com- 
mission by  taking  the  first  and  natural  step.  If 
no  crime,  in  the  moral  scale,  has  in  face  been 
perpetrated,  such  verisimilitude  t/f  criminal  inten- 
tion is  held  out,  as  should  put  the  party  upon  his 
excuse.  And  this,  as  I  apprehend,  not  by  his  own 
mere  voluntary  asseverations,  of  an  inoffensive 
motive,  but  under  the  solemnities  of  a  judicial 
scrutiny  and  sanction.  If  he  can  make  out^  by 
unexceptionable  testimony,  his  innocence;  that 
is,  if  he  can  show  that,  during  all  the  while  he 
was  in  communion  with  theenemy,  he  did  nothing 
or  uttered  nothing  that  would  bring  him  within 
the  pale  of  treason ;  or  if  he  can  show  that  some 
invincible  necessity  compelled  his  going,  the 
judges,  as  the  law  now  stands,  might  probably 
exercise  a  discretion  in  directing  bis  discharge. 
Ofl  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  no  such  repellent 
proof,  I  should  presume  that  the  bare  going  on 
board  being  fixed  upon  him,  would  authorize  his 
being  held  to  his  good  behaviour.  The  amount 
of  security  to  be  demanded,  would,  of  course,  reg- 
ulate itself;  under  judicial  discretion,  by  the  pre* 
Tiotts  habits  and  standing  of  the  party,  which 
mi^ht  serve  to  give  cause  of  greater  or  less  sus- 

StciOQ.  It  will  be  seen  that,  in  this  course^  no 
eparture  is  implied  from  the  rule  of  law,  which 
requires  the  proof  always  to  follow  up  thealle^- 
tion;  since  proof  of  the  substantive  act,  which 
must  always,  in  the  first  instance,  be  adduced  of 
going  at  mere  private  instigation  to  the  enemy 
while  in  armed  array,  is  to  be  the  standard  of 
enforcing  against  the  accused  this  species  of  pre- 
Tentive  justice.  Nor,  in  the  language  of  the 
books,  can  he  reasonably  complain  of  being  laid 
under  this  restraint,  when,  by  bis  own  impru- 
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dence,  he  has  given  such  cause  to  suspect  that  he 
will  perpetrate  a  crime. 

It  may  perhaps  be  said  that,  as  this  binding 
over  to  good  behaviour  is  a  process  at  common 
law.  to  pursue  it  would  be  to  recognise  the  au- 
thority of  that  system  as  the  source  of  the  rem- 
edy. It  appears  to  me  that  such  an  objection  is 
susceptible  of  an  obvious  answer.  The  right  to 
bind  over,  is  the  necessary  adjunct  to  the  right  to 
indict  and  punish  the  principal  crime.  It  is,  as 
it  were,  the  accident  inherent  in  the  substance. 
Treason  itself  being  forbidden  and  punishable  by 
indictment,  it  becomes  necessary  that  a  step  which, 
until  fullv  explained  away,  verges  so  closely  upon 
treason,  should  be  followed  up  by  this  incipient 
restraint,  so  strictly  comprehended  within,  and 
related  to  the  power  of  final  punishment.  The 
voluntarily  rushing  into  the  enemy's  camp,  is  to 
be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  first  probable  com- 
mencement of  that  train,  the  entire  series  of  which 
is,  in  sound  construction,  already  declared  to  be 
a  crime  by  the  Constitution  and  the  law.  To 
wait  its  consummation,  or  the  progressiire  stages 
of  its  development,  might  be  to  render  the  parent 
statute  iiselt  little  less  than  a  dead  letter.  Its  ex- 
istence may  surely  be  anticipated  where  violent 
presumptions  are  afforded,  and  the  arm  of  the 
statute  be  reached  out,  in  indispensable  extension 
of  its  efficacy  to  ward  off;  to  check,  to  extinguish, 
the  first  movements  towards  the  criminal  deed. 
The  power  to  punish,  by  established  and  known 
means,  must  draw  after  it  the  power  to  prevent^ 
by  derivative  and  kindred  means.  The  less  must 
be  comprehended  within  the  greater  of  its  own 
quality  and  its  own  kind.  Any  other  principles 
of  construction  would  be  over-scrupulous,  would 
be  against  just  reasoning  upon  judiciary  powers, 
and  might  be  in  danger  of  paring  down  the  stat- 
ute of  treason  itself  to  a  few  abortire  words. 

The  doctrine  which  goes  to  exclude  the  com- 
mon law  of  England,  taken  as  a  general  system, 
from  the  criminal,  jurisprudence  of  our  coun- 
try, has  never  denied  it  a  preralence  and  force 
ew  modo.  It  has  been  adopted  in  universal  prac- 
tice, as  the  incidental  guide  and  handmaid  to  our 
acts  of  positive  legislation.  The  very  institution 
of  a  court  by  Congress,  necessarily  implies  its  itt^ 
vestiture  with  certain  powers  known  at  common* 
law,  fundamental  to  the  discharge  of  its  functions.. 
How  but  by  the  aid  of  parts  of  this  auxiliary  code,, 
incorporeal  by  inference  and  dedoction^'upon  our 
own  statutes;  how  else  could  the  statute  of  trea- 
son ;  how  could  any  other  statute  of  Congress 
which  creates  an  offence  and  authorizes  punish- 
ment, be  executed?  The  shaping  of  the  indict- 
ment ;  its  caption;  the  form  and  body  of  phrase- 
oloffy ;  the  legal  idea  of  the  offence ;  the  rules  of 
evidence  on  the  trial ;  those  applicable  to  the  jury, 
to  the  carrying  into  effect  the  sentence  upon  con- 
viction ;  these,  and  various  other  powers,  are  ta- 
ken to  be  implied  the  moment  that  we  are  fur- 
nished by  Congress  with  a>  statutory  definition 
and  punishment  of  a  crime.  Upon  this  founda- 
tion have  the  courts  of  the  United  States  acted  as 
soon  as  an  offence  has  been  thrown  upon  their 
general  cognizance,  without  waiting  for  acts  of 
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After*legtslatioa,  as  their  warrant  for  the  obser- 
vance  and  enforcement  of  these  collateral  attrib- 
utes to  the  chief  jurisdiction.  But  then  such  ju- 
risdiction in  chief  must  first  have  have  been  con- 
ferred, and  in  this  I  take  it  lies  the  true  distinction. 
In  like  manner,  the  right  to  bind  over  to  Ihe  peace 
or  good  behaviour,  is  an  anterior  attribute  of  juridi- 
calauthority,  applicable  to  all  offences  known  to 
the  English  code.  Whenever,  therefore,  our  own 
statutory  code  recoffnises  and  punishes  a,n  offence, 
it  must  adopt  such  anterior  attribute  as  it  has 
done  all  others  that  are  merely  collateral,  the 
statute  of  Congress  when  once  passed,  taking  to 
itself  every  incident  that  ought  to  move  within 
its  principal  orbit,  and  which  is  necessary  to  iu 
complete  effect.  Care,  indeed,  must  be  taken, 
that  where  the  power  to  bind  over  is  drawn  forth, 
the  cause  of  suspicion  must  have  direct  and  fair 
relation  to  some  offence  which  our  own  statutes 
actualljr  forbid.  In  no  other  way  can  there  be 
laid  a  lust  groundwork  for  its  exercise.  If,  for 
example,  a  citizen  by  menaces,  by  laying  in  wait, 
or  by  any  other  indications,  had  given  probable 
cause  to  suspect  that  he  meditated  violence  upon 
the  person  of  a  foreign  ambassador,  he  ought,  I 
think,  to  be  restrained  by  this  previous  interposi- 
tion of  the  law — the  ofience  itself  being  punish- 
able by  a  statute  of  the  United  States.  Sut  if  he 
had  barely  given  cause  to  think  that  he  designed 
to  introduce  popery  into  the  country,  his  hands 
could  not  be  thus  tied  up,  the  silence  of  our  own 
laws  viewing  this  as  altogether  harmless,  how- 
ever it  may  be  treated  by  those  of  fiogland.  It 
would  be  easy  to  multiply  illustrations  under  this 
head,  but  I  fear  I  have  already  dwelt  unnecessarily 
upon  what  most  seem  so  plainly  an  incident  to 
every  court  clothed  by  Congress  with  powers  to 
try  and  punish  crimes. 

I  am  informed  that  this  power  of  binding  over, 
has  had,  as  matter  of  undisputed  authority  uqder 
our  code,  the  sanction  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  Ststes.  That  in  a  case  which  recently 
occurred  before  him  in  the  district  of  Virginia,  of 
a  charge  of  treason,  the  proof  being  insumcient  as 
to  the  overt  acts,  he  dismissed  the  defendant  withr 
out  any  recognisance  to  appear  and  stand  his  trial ; 
but  was  nevertheless  of  opinion  that  circumstan* 
ces  justified  his  being  held  to  his  good  behaviour ; 
and,  bail  not  being  at  hand,  commiued  him  to 
prison.  In  this  case  the  party  hsd  been  on  board 
the  British  ships  in  the  Chesapeake. 

In  no  part  ot  any  of  the  foregoing  observations, 
already  I  fear  in  danger  of  extending  to  too  much 
length,  have  I  introduced  the  question,  how  far  a 
grand  jury  would  be  strictly  called  upon  in  every 
ease  to  find  a  bill  for  treason  against  a  citizen, 
founded  upon  the  simple  fact  of  his  foiog  of 
bis  own  accord  on  board  an  enemy's  ship  while 
invading  our  waters;  and  considering  this  mere 
fact  as  proof  quite  sufficient  of  such  an  overt  act, 
as  to  put  him  upon  his  trial  and  defence.  Per- 
haps, however,  if  the  proof  stopped  here  without 
advancing  any  further,  the  petit  jury  miftht  hesi- 
tate at  a  verdict  which  would  fix  upon  the  party 
the  heavy  penalties  of  treason.  I  abstain  from 
enlarging  upon  this  point ;  though,  surely,  than 


the  contumacious  and  unexplaiBtd  repetiiioAof 
such  suspicious  visits,  more  violem  prerampiioii 
of  the  guilt  of  treason  could  scarcelj  Wliid  be/ore 
the  judgmenu  and  consciences  of  jorors.  If 
the  mere  fact  of  going  on  board  wiihwi  permis* 
sion  from  the  Government,  nomtttcriivlMwaf 
attempted  to  be  justified  or  pslliated,  were  aide 
in  every  case  a  misdemeanor,  pooisbabie  bif  be 
and  imprisonmantjit  would  perbapibenoitefiN- 
tual  towards  putting  an  end  to  tspeciei of  isur* 
course  so  dangerous  and  reprehensiblft  But  (Us 
is  a  subject  tor  Congren  alooe  to  icguiaie.  I 
will  here  Just  remarl^  that  if  at  aoy  tiaei  boat 
should  be  seen  to  put  off  from  an  eneayiibif  ia* 
vading  our  waters,  and  bs  makiog  tomrii  m 
shores,  without  the  exhibitionof  skooiisfaVA 
of  truce  from  our  own  Ooveroniefii,orfroDtk 
enemy,  I  do  not  see  what  is  to  itrefeat  ov  lul 
or  naval  officers  in  the  vieinitjr  firisgaponiifeoft* 
sidering  it  as  a  hostile  boat;  and,  utilcbe ap- 
pearance be  explained,  incorporated  witb^kefotce 
and  intentions  of  the  enemy.  This  Iprenmeu 
a  hazard  which  the  party  making  the  prime  TWt, 
agrees  not  to  take  upon  himself. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  express  mjopiomi 
in  the  course  of  this  letter  with  less  reserTe,Q&Kr 
the  satisfactory  consciousness,  that,ifef€fMf« 
them  should  be  thought  worthf  tobeacio/tm 
whatever  errors  they  conuin  will  hcconsctM  t»j 
the  superior  aod  authoritative  learDiog|»  tboie 
Judgesand  Courts,  who  confer  sach4ligiutr°P^ 
the  judgment-seats  of  the  Union ;  and  «»««»• 
trolling  wisdom  of  whose  decisioai  I  mw jw 
be  found  amongst  the  foremost  to  pay  reienw 
and  submission.  ,^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  ropecifw 

obedient  servant.  _  ^^^u 

RICHARDRUSR 

U.  8.  DisTBioT  ATTt>nnT 

fir  MtumOfiftti, 


PBOCLAMATtON. 

BythePre$iderUqfthe  United  »eUt(f  ^^ 
The  two  Houses  of  the  Naiiooalljg^^ 
having,  by  a  joint  resolution,  ^PJ^ITciiaiDitr 
sire  that,  in  the  present  time  ot  paw"^  .  ^|^ 
and  war,  a  day  may  be  reeomm^w*;  *V  „ , 
served  by  the  people  of  the  ^ff^J^ 
day  of  public  VumUiation,  and  ^'^'Ji^. 
prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for  }^^^\^tttta^ 
fare  of  these  sites,  his  blessings  od«"^^ 
and  a  speedy  restoration  of  P^5  ,„\LoiDOCtt4 
it  proper,  by  this  ^rtKlM^im^}^ j^\» 
that  7%i«3ay,  the  twelfth  of-^^^u 
set  apart  as  a  day  on  which  au"*!  ^^^^  j^^e 
opportunity  of  voluntarily  o"f  l"»;  ^sseioii^ 
time,  in  their  respective  ^ewj^}?"  » SoTf«*! 
their  humble  adorations  to  the  w»  ^.^^  ^ 
of  the  Universe,  of  confessing  ««J^.^  ^,, 
transgressions,  and  of  streDgtheoui|  ^  be 
of  repentance  and  »m«°**'°*?LliL  w  ««^u^ 
inWted  by  the  same  solema  <>^^(if^  tU 
mind  thedisUnguished  favors  coDt«n^ 
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American  people,  in  thegeikeral  health  which  has 
been  enjof  ed ;  in  the  abundant  fruits  of  the  sea- 
son ;  in  the  prepress  of  the  art9  inatromeDtal  to 
their  comfort^  their  prosperity,  and  their  security ; 
and  in  the  Tietories  which  hare  so  powerfully 
contributed  to  the  defence  and  protection  of  our 
country—- a  derbut  thankfulness  for  all  which 
ought  to  be  mingled  with  their  supplicvttons  to 
the  Beneficent  Parent  of  the  huntai)  race,  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  paedon  all  their 
ofienoes  against  HnxiT  to  support  and  animate 
them  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties ; 
to  «ontkine  to  them  the  precious  adrantages  flow* 
ing  from  political  institutions  so  atispiQions  to 
their  safety  agarnst  dangers  from  abroad,  to  their 
tranquillit3rat  home,  and  to  their  liberties,  civil 
and  religious;  and  that  be  would,  in  a  special 
manner,  preside  oret  the  nation,  in  its  public 
councils  and  constituted  authorities,  giving  wis- 
dom to  its  Dfteasures,  and  success  to  its  arms  in 
maintaining  its  rights,  and  in  overcoming  all  hos- 
tile designs  and  attempts  against  it ;  and  finally, 
that  by  inspiring  the  enemy  with  dispositions  fa- 
Torable  to  a  jnsi  and  reasonable  peace,  its  bles- 
sings may  be  speedily  and  happily  restored. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  one 
thopsand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and 
of  the  independence  ef  the  United  States, 
the  thirty-eiffhth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
By  the  President. 

^AMES  MONROE.     . 
Acting  Secretary  of  Stale. 


PROCLAMATION. 
Bytke  Premdemtjcfihe  United  States  of  America. 

Among  the  many  evils  produced  by  the  wars, 
which,  with  little  intermission,  have  afflicted 
Europe,  and  extended  their  ravages  into  other 
quarters  of  the  globe,  for  a  period  exceeding 
twenty  years,  the  dispersion  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  different  countries, 
m  sorrow  and  in  want,  has  not  been  the  least 
injurious  to  human  happiness,  nor  the  least  severe 
in  the  trial  of  human  virtue. 

It  bad  been  long  ascertained,  that  many  for- 
eigners flving  from  the  dangers  of  their  own 
home,  ana  some  citizens,  forgetful  of  their  duty, 
had  co-operated  in  forming  an  establishment  on 
the  Island  of  Barrataria,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  a  clandestine 
and  lawless  trade.  The  Qovernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  caused  the  establishment  to  be  broken 
up  and  destroyed:  and,  having  obtained  the 
means  of  designating  the  offenders  of  every  de- 
scription, it  only  remained  to  answer  the  de- 
mands of  justice,  by  inflicting  an  exemplary 
punishment. 

But  it  has  been  represented,  that  the  offenders 
have  manifested *a  sincere  penitence;  that  they 
have  abandoned  the  prosecution  of  the  worst 
cause  for  the  support  of  the  best ;  and,  particu*> 
krly,  that  they  have  exhibited,  in  the  defence  of 


New  Orleans,  unequivooel  traits  of  courage  aud 
fidelity.  Offenders,  who  have  refused  to  become 
the  associates  of  the  enemy  in  the  war,  upon  the 
mostsedocine  terms  of  invitation ;  and  who  have 
elded  to  repel  his  hostile  invasion  of  the  territory 
of  the  Uliited  Stales ;  can  no  longer  be  considered 
as  objects  of  punishment,  but  as  objeets  of  g<eiier- 
bus  forgiveness. 

It  has,  therefore,  been  seen,  with  f  I'^t  satis- 
faetioQ,  that  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  earnestly  recommend  these  offendeini 
to  the  benefit  of  a  full  pardon :  And  in  compliance 
with  that  recommendatiOD,  as  welt  as  in  consid- 
eration of  all  the  other  extraordinary  cireuin- 
stances  of  the  ease,  I,  lAHEe  Madison,  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  issue  this 
Proclamation,  hereb)r  granting,  publishinj^,  and 
decUring,  a  free  and  full  pardon  of  all  offences 
coatimiTted  in  violation  qf  any  act  or  acts  of  the 
Congress  of  the  said  United  States,  touching  the 
revenue,  trade,  and  navigation  thereof,  or  touch- 
ing the  intercourse  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States  with  foreigti  nations,  at  any  time  before 
the  eighth  day  of  January,  in  the  present  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  by  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  being  inhabitants 
of  New  Orleans  and  the  adjacent  country,  or  be- 
ing inhabitants  of  the  said  Island  of  Barrataria, 
and  (he  places  adjacent:  Pramdedj  That  every 
person,  claiming  the  beneSt  of  this  full  pardon,  ia 
order  to  entitle  himself  thereto,  shall  produce  a 
eertificate  in  writing  from  the  Qovernor  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  stating  that  such  person  haa 
aided  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  the 
adjacent  coxintry,  during  the  invasion  thereof,  as 
aforesaid. 

And  I  do  hereby  further  authorize  and  direct 
all  suits,  indictments,  and  prosecutions,  for  fines, 
peoalties,  and  forfeitures,  against  any  person  or 
persons,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  full  pardon,  forthwith  to  be  stayed^  discon« 
tinued,  and  released :  And  all  civil  officers  are 
hereby  required,  according  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  stations,  to  carry  this  Proclamation 
into  immediate  and  faithful  execution. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  sixth 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  the  thirty- 
ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


PROCLAMATION. 
By  the  President  of  the  United  States  qf  America. 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  have,  by  a  joint  resolution,  sig- 
nified their  desire,  that  a  day  mav  be  recommended, 
to  be  observed  by  the  people  or  the  United  States 
with  religions  solemnity,  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving 
and  of  devout  acknowledgments  to  Almighty 
God,  for  his  ffreat  goodness,  manifested  in  restor- 
ing to  them  tike  blessing  of  peace. 

No  people  ought  to  feel  greater  obli^tions  to 
celebrate  the  goodness  of  the  Great  Disposer  of 
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CTcnrs,  and  of  (he  dntiny  of  nations,  than  ihe 
people  of  ihe  United  Siaien.  His  kind  Providence 
originally  conducted  them,  to  one  of  the  best  por- 
tions of  the  dwelling  place,  allowed  for  the  great 
family  of  the  human  race.  He  protected  and 
cherished  them,  under  all  the  difficulties  and  trials 
to  which  they  were  expo^  in  their  early  days. 
Under  his  fostering  care,  their. habits,  their  senti- 
meats  and  their  pursuits,  prepared  them  for  a 
transition  in  due  time  for  a  state  of  indepeodvnce 
and  of  self-government.  In  the  arduous  struggle 
by  which  it  was  attained,  they  were  distinguished 
by  mollipUed  tokens  of  his  t^nigo  interposition. 
During  the  interval  which  succeeded,  he  reared 
them  into  the  strength,  and  endowed  tbem  wiih 
the  resources,  which  have  enabled  them  to  as- 
sert their  national  rights,  and  to  enhance  their 
national  character,  in  another  arduous  conflict, 
which  is  now  happilv  terminated,  by  a  peace  and 
ifcoDciiiatioa  with  those  who  have  been  our  en- 


emies. And  to  the  same  Divine  AQiborore?ery 
good  and  perfect  ctft,  wearc  indebted  fur  ill  those 
privileges  and  advantages,  religion  it  vrli  as 
civil,  which  are  so  richly  enjoyed  in  this  ftrored 
land. 

It  is  for  bleasinga,  such  as  these, asd  aoit es- 
pecially for  the  restoration  of  tbe  blcning  of 
p^ace,  that  I  now  recommend  tbtt  ibe  Kcaii 
Thunday  in  April  next  be  set  aptrtjisidayoa 
which  ihe  people,  of  every  religions  deooniDaiioi, 
may,  in  their  soleroo  assemblies,  aoiie  ibeirliarU 
and  their  voices,  in  a  free-will  oi&riof  to  ijieir 
Heavenly  Benefactor,  of  their  homtgeofiiiinb- 
giving,  and  of  their  Kongs  of  praise. 

Qiven  at  the  City  of  Wasbiagtoa  od  \^ 
fourth  day  of  March,  in  tbe  year  of  oat 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hoodred  aad  fif- 
teen, and  of  the  independence  of  the  Uni- 
ted Staiea  tbe  thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONaHESSj^ 


PASSED  AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS/ BEGUN  AND 
HELD  AT  THE  OITT  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  19,  1814. 


An  Act  Ibrther  to  •ztend  the  right  of  soffrage,  and  to 
increase  the  number  of  me mbers  of  the  Legislative 
Conneil,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re^- 
resentalives  of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled,  Tbat  each  and  every  free 
white  male  person,  being  a  citizen  of  (he  Uniied 
States,  who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  and  who  shall  have  paid  a  couDty  or 
Territorial  tax,  and  who  also  shall  have  resided 
one  year  io  said  Territory  previous  to  any  gene- 
ral election,  and  be,  at  the  time  of  any  such  elec- 
tion, a  resident  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  niembers  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  a  delegate  to  Congressf  for  the  Territory 
aforesaid:  anything  in  the  ordinance  or  in  any 
act  relative  to  the  government  of  said  Territory 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  8.  Anil  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  afore- 
aaid  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  nomi> 
Date  eight  persons^  being  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  four 
of  whom  shall  be  appointed  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Cauoeil  for  said  Territory,  in  addition  lo 
the  number  already  provided,any  act  or  ordinance 
to  the  contiary  notwithstanding. 

E.  QBRRY, 
Vice  President  of  the  Uniied  States. 

LANCIDON  CHEVES, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatites. 
Approved,  October  3d,  1814. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 


An  Act  further  extending  the  lime  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants,  and  for  returning  Ike 
•nrveys  thereon  to  the  Genml  Land  Office. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^c.y  Tbat  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virgiaia  line,  on  Cootioental  Establish- 
ment, their  heirs  or  assigns,  eotitled  to  bounty 
lands  within  the  tract  reserved  by  Virginia,  be- 
tween the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota  rivers,  for 
satisfying  the  legal  bounties  to  her  officers  and 
soldiers  upon  Continental  Establishment,  ^hall  be 
allowed  a  further  term  of  three  years,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  obtain  warrants 
and  compleie  tlielr  locations,  and  a  further  term 
of  five  years,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  as  aforesaid,  to  return  their  surveys  and  war- 
rants, or  certified  copies  of  warrants,  to  the  Qeoe- 
rai  Land  Office,  anything  in  any  former  act  to 


the  contrary  notwithstanding:  Provided,  That 
no  locations,  as  aforesaid,  within  the  abo¥€- 
mentioned  tract,  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  be  made  on  tracts  of  land  for  which  patents 
bad  previously  been  issued,  or. which  had  been 
previously  surveyed ;  and  any  patent  which  may, 
nevertheless,  be  obtained  for  land  located  contrarlr 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  eonsiderei 
as  null  and  void. 
Approved,  November  3/ 1814. 


An  Act  authorising  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
to  cause,  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein 
described. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That,  in  addition  to  th« 
present  Naval  Establishment,  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased,  manned,  equip- 
ped, and  officered,  any  number  of  vessels,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty,  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  public 
service  may  require,  to  carry  not  less  than  eight, 
nor  more  ihun  sixteen,  guns  each. 

Sec.  2.  AndbeitfurUter  enacted^  That,  for  the 
building,  or  purchase,  and  equipping,  of  theae 
vessels,  the  sum  of  sii  hundred  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  November  15, 1814^ 


An  Act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  ezoeadinf 
three  millions  of  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted^  fa,  Tbat  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the 
Treasury,  or  which  may  be  received  from  other 
sources,  to  defray  any  expenses  which  may  have 
been,  or.  during  the  present  year,  may  be,  author- 
ized by  law,  and  for  which  appropriations  have 
been,  or,  during  the  present  year,  may  be,  made 
by  law:  Provided^  That  no  engagement  or  coo- 
tract  shall  be  entered  into,  which  shall  preclude 
the  United  States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or 
sums  thus  borrowed,  at  any  time  after  the  expi- 
ration of  twelve  years  from  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember nexL 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasur]|r,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Statea,  be,  andheia 
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hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  constituted  cer- 
tificates of  stock,  signed  by  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  or  by  a  Cotnmissioaer  of  Loans,  for  the 
sum  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  or  for  any  part 
thereof,  and  the  same  to  be  sold.  And  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  lay  before  Congress 
an  accouot  of  ail  the  moneys  obiaitted  by  the  sal» 
of  the  oertificaies  of  etoek  in  maQoer  aforeaatd, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  rate  at  which 
the  same  may  hare  been  sold. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be^  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  employ  an  agent  or 
agaats,  fo^  the  purpose  of  obtaining  aubscNriptioniS 
to  the  loan  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling 
any  pan  of  the  stoek  to  be  created  by  yirtne 
thereof.  A  commiasioo,  not  exceeding  one-qni^rtcr 
of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amo«nt  thus  soM,  or  for. 
which  subscript  ions  shall  have  been  thns  ob- 
laiBed,  may,  by  the  Seerciar y  of  the  Tt caanry, 
be  aUowed  to  aoeh  agent  or  agenu;  and  aaiMn 
not  exceeding  nine  thousand  doUarfs,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treaanrf,  not  otherlrise; 
appropriated,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  paying 
the  amount  of  such  commtsaioo  or  commissions 
aa  may  be  thus  allowed,  and  also  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  printing,  and  issuing  the  subscript 
tion  certificates  and  certificates  of  stock,  and  other 
expenses  incident  to  the  eompiettng  of  the  loan 
.authorized  by  this  act. 

S£c.4.  AndbevlfuTiiuTenmct^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  to  receive  in  payment  or  any  loan  ob- 
tained under  this  act,  or  under  any  other  act  of 
Congress  authorizing  a  loan,  Treasury  notes 
which  have  been  issued  according  to  law,  and 
which  shall  become  due  aud  payable  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  at  the  par  value  of 
such  Treasury  notes,  together  with  the  interest 
thereon  accrued,  at  the  time  of  the  payment  on 
account  of  the  loan. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  farther  muwt$d,  That  ao 
much  of  the  funds  constitutiaa  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  eight  miliions  of  dollars,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pubuo 
debt  of  the  United  States^  as  may  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose,  after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  such  part  of 
the  principal  of  said  debt,  as  the  United  States 
are  now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is 
hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
pridctpal,  uf  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by 
Ttrtue  of  this  act.  It  shall,  aecordinffly,  b«  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinkinff  Fund 
t(5  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  the  said 
fund,  yearly,  such  sum  and  sums  as  may  be  an- 
nually wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  accruing 
on  the  said  stock,  and  to  reimburse  the  principal, 
as  the  same  shall  become  due,  and  may  be  dis- 
charged, in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the 
loan ;  and  they  are  further  authorized  to  apply, 
from  time  to  time,  such  sum  or  sums,  out  or  the 
said  fund,  as  they  may  think  proper,  towards  re- 
deeming,  by  purchase,  and  at  a  price  not  above 


par,  the  principal  of  the  said  stock,  or  any  part 
thereof. 

Sac.  $.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacted^  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  annual  sum  of  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars, heretofore  appropriated  to  the  siakia^  fond, 
adequate  and  permanent  funds  shall,  dnnag  the 
^Nreseot  seeaion  -of  Congress/  be  provided  and  ap- 
propriated, for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  re- 
imbursement of  the  principal  of  said  stock  created 
by  this  act. 

Sac.  7.  And.  be  it  further  enacted^  That  ao  ad- 
equate and  permanent  sinking  fand,  gradoai/y  Co 
reduce,  and  eventually  to  extinguish,  ihe  fublie 
debt,  contracted,  and  to  be  contractedjdan&gtU 
pnesent  war^  shall  also  he  esubiiahed  dniiag  i^ 
present  session  of  Congress. 

Sec  8.  AndbeUJwthereuacted,  Thatitshall 
be  lawlVil  for  any  of  the  banks  in  the  Dialriel  of 
Columbia  to  lend  any  part  of  the  sum  aochorized 
to  be  borrowed  hy  virtue  of  this  act,  anything  ia 
any  of  their  charters  to  the  contrary  aotwkh- 
standing. 

Approved,  November  15, 1814, 

An  Act  te  anthorfiae  the  pabiicatfen  of  the  lanr  of  lbs 
United  States  wiihin  the  Temtans  ai  Ae  Vaitai 

States.  : 

A  it  enacM,  f  c,  That  the  Seenelarf  i»r  tbe 
Dmrtment  of  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthM- 
iaed  to  cause  the  lavs  of  the  Uatted  States,  va»ed, 
or  to  be  passed,  during  the  present  or  any  fatnia 
session  of  Cqngress*  to  be  published  in  two  «l  Ybe 
public  newspapers  within  each  and  every  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  Slates  :  JPrtmided,  In  his  opin- 
ion, it  shall  become  necesary  and  ezpedtant. 

Approved,  November  21^  1814. 

An  Act  authoriang  the  Secretary  of  the  TMsuy  to 

appoint  a  Clerk  in  Ihe  office  of  the 

of  the  ReTenue,  with  power  to  aign  liosBMi. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Head  of  the  Tr 
ury  I>epartment  shall  be,  and  he  ia  heichy,  ao- 
thorized,  Gnmx  time  to  time,  as  may  be  reqiusate, 
to  designate  a  denk  in  the  office  of  the  Commis^ 
sioner  of  the  Revenue,  to  assist  in  the  s^aiag  of 
the  licenses  issuing  from  that  office  |  and  the 
clerk  so  designated  shall  have  power  to  agn  ha 
own  name  to  such  licenses ;  which  sigaature  shall 
be  as  valid  as  that  of  the  aaid  CammiBaoaei  of 
lAelUvflaiie. 

Approved,  November  £d,  1814. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  duing  Ae 
continnanee  of  the  present  war,  to  msfcs  an  «d£- 
tional  allowance  to  the  owners  and  msstcfs  of  ves- 
sels, for  bringing  bade  to  the  United  States  deslitAr 
and  digressed  American  seamen. 
Be  it  enactedy  f  c,  That  during  the  contise- 
ance  of  the  present  war,  the  Secretary  of  Safe 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  in  additior  to 
the  sum  often  dollars,  at  present  allowed  bfla^^r 
for  returning  destitute  American  seamesothc 
United  States,  to  allow  such  additional eompeik- 
sation  as  he  may  deem  reasonable,  to  be  ^aid  oat 
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of  the  sum  aoDaallj  appropriated  for  ihe  relief  of 
destitute  American  seameo. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fitrther  enacted,  Thht  the 
Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  adjust  and  settle  such  claims  as  may  have 
been  exhibited  at  the  Department  of  State,  for 
returning  destitute  American  seamen  to  th»  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  allow,  in  addition  to  the  ten 
dollars  at  present  allowed  by  law,  such  additional 
compensation  as  he  may  deem  reasonable,  and  to 
pa^  the  same  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the 
relief  of  destitute  American  seamen. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  during^  the 
continuance  of  the  present  war  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  and  for  one  year 
thereafter. 

Approved,  December  1, 1814. 

An  Act  aakinff  fiulbsr  pionaoa  ler  iUing  the  nuiks 
of  the  Army  of  tbe  United  States. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  each  and  every  commissioned 
officer  who  shall  be  employed  in  the  recruiting 
service,  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
enlist  into  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  any 
free,  effective,  able-bodied  man,  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  fifty  years;  which  enlistment 
shall  be  absolute  and  binding  upon  all  persons 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  well  as 
upon  persons  of  full  age.  such  recruiting  officer 
having  complied  with  all  the  requisitions  of  the 
laws  reffolating  the  recruiting  service. 

S£c.  §.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  recruiting  officer  to  pay  or 
deliver  to  a  recruit  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  to  be  enlisted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  any 
bounty  or  clothing^or  in  any  manner  restrain  him 
of  his  liberty,  until  after  the  expiration  of  four 
days  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment;  and  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  recruit,  at  any  time  durlnjj 
the  said  four  days,  to  reconsider  and  withdraw  his 
enlistment,  and  thereupon  he  shall  forthwith  be 
discharged  and  exonerated  from  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  passed  the 
twentieth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  entitled  '*An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more 
perfect  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  as  requires  the  consent,  in  writing,  of  the 
)arent,  guardian,  or  master,  to  authorize  the  ea- 
istment  of  persons  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed : 
Provided,  Junoever,  That,  in  case  of  the  enlist- 
ment of  any  person  held  to  service  as  an  appren- 
tice, under  the  provisiona  of  this  act^  whenever 
such  person^  at  the  time  of  bis  enlistment,  shall 
be  held  bf  his  indenture  to  serve  for  any  term  be- 
tween two  and  three  years,  his  master  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  one-half  of  the  money  bounty; 
if  held,  in  like  manner,  to  serve  between  one  and 
two  years,  the  master  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
one-third  of  the  money  bounty  as  aforesaid ;  and 
if  held,  in  like  manner,  to  serve  one  year  or  less. 
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the  master  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one-fourth 
of  the  money  bounty  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  in 
lieu  of  the  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acrea 
of  land,  now  allowed  by  law,  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  sol* 
dier  hereafter  Unlisted,  when  discharged  from  ser-- 
vice,  who  shall  have  obtained  from  the  command- 
ing officer  of  his  company,  battalion,  or  regiment,, 
a  certificate  that  he  had  faithfully  performed  his 
duty  whilst  in  service,  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  to  be  surveyed,  laid  ofi)  and  grantedj 
under  the  same  regulations,  and,  in  every  respect, 
in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by  law :  and  the 
widow  and  children,  and,  if  there  be  no  widow 
nor  child,  the  parents  of  every  non-commissioned 
officer  and  soldier  enlisted  according  to  law.  who 
may  be  killed  or  die  in  the  service  of  the  unitefl 
States,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  as  aforesaid;  but 
the  same  shall  not  pass  to  collateral  relations^ 
any  law  heretofore  passed  to  the  contrary  nol- 
withstandinff. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  anj 
person  subject  to  militia  duty,  who  shall,  accora- 
ing  to  law,  furnish  a  recruit  for  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  at.his  own  expense,  to  serve  during 
the  war,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  militiA 
duty  dnrine  the  war ;  and  every  recruit,  thus  ftia- 
nished,  shall  be  delivered  to  some  recruiting  oA- 
cer  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  immediately 
ffrant  his  receipt  for  such  recruit,  to  the  person 
furnishing  him,  and  shall  forthwith  report  the 
same  to  the  Department  of  War,  and  shall  specify 
in  the  report  the  name  of  such  person,  and  hie 
place  of  residence,  as  well  as  the  name  and  de- 
scription of  the  recruit;  whereupon  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  to  grant  to  the  person  furnishing  such  re- 
cruit a  certificate  of  exemption  froool  militia  duty 
during  the  war,  upon  calls  made  upon  the  author^ 
ity  of  the  United  States;  which  certificate  shall 
be  good  and  available  to  all  intents  and  purpoaes 
for  that  object.  And  every  recruit  thus  fkiniiah* 
ed  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  in  land,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  upon  the  same  conditions,  as 
the  other  recruits  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  December  10, 1814. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act»  laying  duties  on  notes 
of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  oompaniM,  on  note^ 
bond^  and  obUgataons,  disconntad  1^  banks^  banlt> 
era,  and  certain  companies,  and  on  bills  of  exchange 
<^  certain  deacriptiona. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  in  respect  to  the  stamp 
duties  of  any  of  the  notes  of  private  bankers  which 
are  subject  by  law  to  such  duties,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  agree  to 
an  annual  composition  in  lieu  thereof,  with  any 
of  the  said  private  bankers,  at  the  rate  of  one  and 
a  half  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the  annual 
profit  made  by  such  private  bankers,  respectively, 
upon  the  capital  employed  in  the  business  of  their 
respective  banks,  to  be  ascertained  as  is  herein- 
after provided. 
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Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  Thatejcciy 
f^rivate  banker,  who  shall  bede^rous  to  enter  ioio 
4be  composiiioQ  aforesaid,  shail,  at  the  time  of 
liroposiog  the  same,  traosroit  to  the  Secretary  of 
cbe  Treasury  a  statemeoi,  yerified  by  bis  own 
oath  or  aflSrroauoo.  and  that  of  his  cashier  or 
prineiDal  clerk,  of  the  amouDt  of  the  capital  em- 
ployed,  or  to  be  etDployed,  in  his  baok,  aod  the 
charges  and  ezpeoses  of  coDductiog  the  basiDess 
thereof,  in  such  detail  as  shall  be  sati>factory  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  every  pri- 
Yate  banker,  after  entering  into  such  conoposition, 
shall  keep  a  weekly  account  of  his  discounts,  is- 
sues of  baok  notes  and  deposites,  and  shall,  once  in 
every  month,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a  transcript  thereof,  verified  by  oath  or 
aflBrmation,  as  aforesaid;  aind  he  shall  also,  half 
yearly,  make  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a  statement  of  the  profits  of  his  bank 
for  the  preceding  half  vear,  verified  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  such  compositions  into 
effect,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may,  from 
lime  to  time,  estimate  the  profits  of  the  said 
private  bankers,  respectively,  either  according  to 
(he  amount  of  the  capiul  by  them  respectively 
stated  to  be  employed  in  the  business  of  their  re- 
spective bankn,  as  aforesaid,  and  the  half  yearly 
profits  by  them  respectively  stated  to  be  actually 
made  thereon,  as  aforesaid,  or  according  to  the 
•mount  of  the  capital  wbichj  upon  the  general 
principle  and  practice  of  ban kmg,  would  be  requi- 
site and  proper  for  conductmg  the  business  of  a 
bank,  to  the.  extent  appearing  upon  the  said 
monthly  returns  of  the  said  private  bankers,  re- 
spectively, and  the  usual  profits  made  upon  such 
capital.  And  the  said  private  bankers,  respec- 
tively, shall  pay  to  th<;  collector  of  internal  du- 
ties, fur  the  district  wherein  their  banks,  respec- 
tively, are  established,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  a  composition  in  lieu  of  the  said  stamp 
duties,  at  the  rate  of  one  and  a  half  per  centum 
oo  the  profits  of  their  respective  banks,  estimated 
and  ascertained  in  either  of  the  modes  aforesaid. 

Approved,  December  10, 1814. 

An  Act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defrajing 

the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 

public  credit,  by  duties  on  carriages,  and  the  bar* 

ness  used  therefor. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.,  That,  from  the  last  day  of 
December  instant,  there  shall  be  paid  the  fol- 
lowing yearly  rajes  and  duties  upon  every  car- 
riage, with  the  harness  used  therefor,  kept  for 
uae,  which  shall  not  be  exclusively  employed  in 
husbandry,  or  for  the  transportation  of  goods,  ac- 
cording to  the  following  valuations;  to  wit: 

If  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  one  dollar. 

If  above  fifiy,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  two  dollars. 

If  above  (me  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  dollars,  four  dollars. 

If  above  two  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  three 
hundred,  seven  dollars. 

If  above  three  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  four 
hundred,  eleven  dollars.  x  , 


If  above  four  hundred,  and  not  eieeediog  &n 
hundred,  sixteen  dollars. 

If  above  five  hundred,  and  not  exceediog  six 
hundred,  twenty*two  dollars. 

If  above  six  hundred  dollars,  and  notcxceediog 
eiffbt  hundred  dollars,  thirty  dollars. 

If  above  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  not  exeeed- 
inff  one  thousand  dollars,  forty  dollars. 

If  above  one  thousand  <lollars.  fifty  dolbrr. 

Which  valuations  shall  be  made  fnably  t» 
the  existing  condition  of  the  carriageiarfianrov 
at  the  time  of  making  tb«  first  enitj  thtnof, ig 
conformity  to  the  provisions  of  thu  tet,  lod 
shall  not  be  changed  in  reiatioo  to  aa^  ttniip 
and  harness,  while  subject  xo  the  dmies  mponl 
by  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Tut  evcrr 
person   having  or   keeping  sueh  carriaj^e,  ibttt 
yearly,  in  the  month  ot  January,  make  sod  sob- 
scribe  a  true  and  exact  entry  thereof,  describiog 
the  same,  and  stating  its  denomioaiioD  aad  tke 
number  of  its  wheels,  together  with  its  valQe,aDd 
that  of  the  harness  used  therefor,  as  aforesaid; 
which  entry  shall  be  lodged  with  tbe  collector 
appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act.  entiiJed  *^Ao  act 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  dirfct  (sies 
and  internal  duties,"  for  the  district  io  wbiebibe 
person  liable  for  the  payment  of  suekduifmaf 
reside.    And  it  shall  be  the  duty  oftbeeoUtcion 
aforesaid  to  attend  within  the  month  of  Jaooary, 
in  each  year,  at  three  or  more  of  the  most  pablie 
and  convenient  places  in   each  eonai^,  Viihla 
their  respective  districts,  and  to  give  pahUc  do- 
tice,  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  such  day,  of  tbe 
time  and  place  of  such  attendance,  aitd  to  receire 
such  entry,  made  in  the  manner'  before  directed 
at  such  place,  or  at  any  other  where  they  maj  bip- 
pen  to  be  within  the  said  month  of  JansarjiWiui- 
in  which  said  month  the  duties  shall  be  paid 
agreeably  thereto,  and,  on   the  pay  meat  ibereol, 
to  grant  a  certificate  for  each  carriage  nKOUooed 
In  such  entry,  therein  specifying  tbe  aaoieoftbe 
owner,  the  description  aod  denomination  of  ibe 
carriage,  and  the  sum  paid,  with  the  time  v^ 
and  the  period  for  which  such  daty  shall  be  n 
paid ;  and  the  forms  of  the  certificates  to  be  so 
granted,  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Trel9grJD^ 
partment;  and  such  certificates,  or  theackacvj- 
edgments  of  tbe  collector  aforesaid^  by  a  credit  (a 
his  public  accounts,  shall  be  the  only  evidence  to 
be  exhibited  and  admitted,  that  any  duivimpcmd 
by  this  act  has  been  discharged :  Prodaed^KBff^ 
thele^,  That   no  certificate  shall    be  deemed ss 
validity  any  longer  than  while  tbe  carru^T  ux 
which  the  said  certificate  was  granted  isonei 
by  the  person  mentioned  in  such  certifeite,  na- 
less  such  certificate  shall  be  produced  loacol- 
Uctor,  and  an  entry  shall  be  thereon  madebv  bia. 
specifying  the  name  of  the  then  owner  dssti 
carriage,  and  the  time  when  he  or  she  beca» 
possessed  of  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Tbi:i^ 
person  who.  after  the  month  of  December.  .y^T 
year,  shall  commence  the  having  or  kecp4'^ 
any  carriage  subject  to  duty,  shall  and  stm  &t 
any  time  during  thirty  days  after  he  taaii  » 
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commenee  the  having  or  keepiog  of  sacb  c«r- 
riajp^e,  make  like  eotrj  and  payment  in  mann«r 
beiore  prescf ibed ;  and  on  payment  of  saeh  pro- 
]K>rtion  of  the  duty  laid  by  this  act  on  such  car- 
riage, and  the  harneas  uaed  therefor,  aa  the  time, 
from  which  he  shall  commence  the  keeping  of 
such  carriage  to  the  end  of  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber then  next  enauiog,  ahall  bear  to  the  whole 
year  shall  be  eniitled  to,  and  may  demand  like 
certi6cates;  subject,  neferthelesa,  to  the  condi- 
tions before  and  hereinafter  provided. 

Sbc.  4.  And  bt  U  furiher  enacted^  That  any 
person  having  or  keeping  any  carriage  subject  to 
duty,  who  shall  make  an  untrue  or  defective  en- 
try, to  evade  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  duty 
justly  and  truly  payable  according  to  this  act, 
ahall  lose  the  sum  paid  pursuant  to  aoch  untrue 
or  defective  entry;  and  where  auch  untrue  or  de- 
fective entry  hath  been  made^  or  where  no  entry 
ahall  be  made,  or  where  there  shall  be  a  neglect 
of  payment  at  any  time  thereafter,  on  personal 
application  and  demand  at  the  house,  dwelling, 
or  usual  place  of  abode  of  such  person,  by  the 

g roper  collector,  be  liable  and  ahall  pay  the  duty 
y  this  act  imposed,  with  a  further  sum,  double 
the  amount  thereof;  one  moiety  of  which  last 
sum  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person 
who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if  other 
than  a  collector  shall  firat  inform  in  such  case; 
which  duty,  with  the  said  addition,  shall  be  col- 
lected by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chat- 
tels of  the  person  by  whom  the  same  shall  be  due. 
And  in  every  case  where  the  owner  of  a  carriase 
ahall  fail  to  enter  the  aame  in  conformity  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  the  collector  shall  have 
power,  and  he  is  herebv  authorized,  to  determine 
the  clafs  to  which  aucn  carriage  belongs,  and  to 
fix  the  doty  payable  on  the  aame. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  in  all 
caaea  where  any  duty  shall  be  collected  pursuant 
to  this  aoi^  whether  by  distreaa  or  otherwiae,  cer- 
tificates ahall  be  granted  for  each  carriage,  in 
manner  as  before  prescribed. 

8co.  6.  A9ui  be  ii  further  enaeied.  That  in  case 
a  question  ahall  arise,  »o  the  execution  of  this  act, 
whether  a  carriage  is  exclusively  employed  in 
faoebaodry,  or  fur  the  transportation  of  goods, 
such  carriage  shall  be  deemed  not  to  be  so  em- 

eloyed,  unless  proof  to  the  contrary  be  adduced 
y  the  ownf^r  or  keeper  thereof. 
Ssc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  entry  of  a  carriage  may  have  been  made  un- 
der the  ^*Act  laying  duties  on  carriagea  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons."  passed  July  twenty- 
fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
for  a  period  exteodina  bevond  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner 
or  keeper  thereof,  notwithstanding,  to  render  the 
entry  required  by  the  second  section  of  this  act  to 
the  proper  collector^  and  to  pay  him  such  sum  as, 
with  any  duty  previously  paid,  shall  amount  to 
the  whole  duty  payable,  according  to  this  act,  on 
anch  carriage  and  the  harness  used  therefor,  sub- 
ject, in  case  of  neglect  or  failure,  to  a  propor- 
tionate part  of  the  penalty  imposed  in  -the  fourth 


aection  of  this  act;  which  payment  shall  he  en- 
dorsed on  any  certificate  which  may  have  been 
granted. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when- 
ever, hereafter,  there  shall  be  a  general  assess- 
ment made  throughout  the  United  States,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor  in  each  col- 
lection district,  agreeably  to  instructions  to  be 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cause 
a  list  ot  carriages  liable  to  duty,  with  the  valua- 
tions thereof,  as  fixed  in  this  act,  to  be  made  out 
and  delivered  to  the  collector  for  such  district| 
according  to  which  valuations,  as  far  as  the  same 
may  apply,  the  duties  hereby  imposed  shall  be 
thereafter  assessed  and  collected :  Provided^  That 
the  owner  or  keeper  of  a  carriage  liable  to  duty, 
shall  hot  be  thereby  released  from  the  obligation 
to  make  the  entry  hereby  required  to  be  made : 
And  provided,  further^  That  carriages  that  are 
not  contained  in  aaid  list  shall  be  also  liable  to 
duty. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  provisions  of  **An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  collection  of  internal  duties,  and  for 
the  appointment  and  compensation  of  assessors," 
passed  the  second  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall,  and  are  hereby 
declared  to  apply  in  full  force  to  the  duties  laid 
bv  and  to  be  collected  under  this  act,  the  same  as 
if  such  duties  and  this  act  were  rec(^Qised  there- 
in; which  said  duties  shall  be  collected  by  the 
same  collectors,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  same 
commissions,  and  under  the  aame  directions,  aa 
are  thereby  established  in  relation  to  the  other  in- 
ternal duties;  and  all  the  obligations,  duties,  and 
penalties  thereby  imposed  upon  collectors,  are 
hereby  imposed  upon  the  collectors  of  the  dutiea 
laid  by  ibis  act. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Qovernment, 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be  contract- 
ed, according  to  the  terms  of-  the  contracts,  re- 
spectively, and  for  creating  an  adequate  sinking 
fund  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually  to.ex- 
tingniah  the  pMblfc  debt,  contracted  and  to  be 
contracted,  the  internal  duties  laid  and  imposed 
by  this  act,  (and  thoae  laid  and  impoaed  by  the 
**Act  laying  dutiea  on  carriages  for  the  convey- 
ance of  jpersons,"  passed  twenty-fourth  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  so  far  aa 
the  aame  are  not  hereby  abolished,)  shall  be  laid, 
levied,  and  collected,  during  the  present  war  be- 
tween the  United  Statea  and  Oreat  Britain,  and 
until  the  purpoaea  aforesaid  fthall  be  completely 
accomplished,  anything  in  any  act  of  Congress 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstund- 
ing.  And  for  effiectual  application  of  the  revenue 
to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  aaid  internal  duties 
to  the  purpoaes  aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  ihe 
faith  of  the  United  Slates  is  hereby  pledged: 
Provided  alwaye,  That  whenever  Congress  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or  change,  the 
said  internal  duties,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  it 
shall  be  lawful  ao  to  do^  upon  providing  and  sab- 
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fltitating  by  latr,  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the 
same  purposes  other  duties,  which  shall  be  equally 
productive  with  the  duties  so  altered,  reduced,  or 
changed:  And  provided,  further^  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed 
in  anywise  to  rescind  or  impair  any  specific  ap- 
propriation of  the  said  duties,  or  any  or  either  of 
them  heretofore  made  hj  law,  but  such  appropri* 
ation  shall  remain,  and  be  carried  into  effect  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  laws 
making  the  same;  anyrthing  in  this  act  to  the  con- 
trary thereof  in  anywise  notwitbstanding.f 

8Bc.ll.ilnd  belt Jurther  enacted,  That  the  ''Act 
laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
persons,**  passed  July  twenty-fourth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  cease  after  the 
thirty^first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  except  so  far  as  the  same 
may  apply  to  the  eoiieetion  of  duties  which  may 
have  previously  accrued,  and  except  so  far  as 
entries  may  have  been  made  or  duties  paid  under 
the  same,  as  contemplated  in  the  seventh  section 
of  this  act:  Provided,  That  all  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures,  which  hare  been,  or  may  be,  in- 
curred under  tne  said  act,  shall  be  recovered  and 
distributed,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  said  act  had  continued  in 
full  force  and  virtue. 

Approved,  December  15, 1814. 

An  Act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  sar* 
vioe  of  the  year  one  Ihouaana  eight  handled  and 
fourteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  military  establishment  during  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  in  addition 
to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  by  law  to  that 
object,  the  following;  sums  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
appropriated ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  army,  five  huadved  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  army,  one  million 
of  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster's  department,  ^ve  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  the  ordnance  department,  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  clothinff.  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  UJkr^ker  enacted,  That  the  fol- 

Sowing  sums  be  appropriated  for  tho  purposes 
lereia  recited ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  defraying  the  compensation  eranted  by  law 
to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, their  officers  and  attendants,  during 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  appro- 
Sriated  for  that  purpose,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
ollars. 

For  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  sum  of 
five  thonsand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  here- 
tofore appropriated. 

For  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  during  the  year  one 


thousand  eight  hundred  and  footteen,  cJie  ram  cf 
ten  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  tothesum  hen- 
tofere  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaetei^  Tint  tbe  ser- 
eral  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shaU  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  aof  moiK^  ia  tiie 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriitei 

Approved,  December  15, 1814. 


An  Act  directing  the  Staff  Officers  of  the  Anij  to  eoci' 

ply  with  the  reqoisitioAs  of  naval  and  ninoeaffioen, 

in  certain  caaes. 

JEfe  it  enacteel,  4c.,  That  it  shall  betkeittty  of  the 
several  officers  of  the  staff  of  the  Armyoft^HBir 
ted  States,  to  provide  the  officeis,  ietiaeD,  ul 
marines,  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uoited  States,  vfau 
acting,  or  proceeding  to  act,  on  shoie,  in  coK^pe- 
ation  with  the  land  troops,  upon  ths  reqaJsiiMnaf 
the  commanding  naval  or  marine  o&a  diuj 
such  detach  naent  of  seamen  or  mshQti,tt&to 
orders  to  act  as  afoiesaid,  wilh  ratiofis,  also  the 
officers  and  seamen  with  camp  equipise,t««Aj 
iag  to  the  relative  rank  and  station  of  etch,  w 
the  military  regulations  in  like  «*^|^'^ 
with  the  necessary  uansportatioB,»sw«UioriM 
men  as  for  their  baggage,  provisioDi,  MdcM«a; 
Provided,  neverthdeee,  That  ibeeoAWifmd 
the  rations  which  may  be  furnished  shill  be'«- 
imbursed  out  of  the  appcopriatioBsiff  theisp- 
port  of  the  navy.  „,    . 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  U further  enacted,  Tbujhe  re- 
spective quartermasters  of  the  w«y*"p!^ 
the  requisition  of  the  commandiDg  oanuncff 
of  any  auch  detachment  of  aeameo  or  mm 
furnish  the  said  officer  and  bis  y*^"7„*i 
with  horses,  accoutremenu,  and  wrtge^oonj 
the  time  they  may  be  employed  la  co-opei»u«» 
with  the  land  troops  as  aforesaid. 

Approved,  December  1^  1B14. 

An  Act  to  provide  additional  ^^'^^^'^'^^i^ 
»pen«es  of  Oovemnient,  and  "•'"f^S^JyTS 
credit,  by  laying  duties  on  •phitsdietiflw*^^ 
United  States, and  Tenitones ^i^^^^^sSmd 
ingthaact  layiag duties  on  lioaB«i»"*^ 
qpffitttooa  liqoon.  .  t^ 

Be  it  enacted,  #c.,  That,  from  and  aiterM^ 

day  of  February  next,  t^^e  "!«« tt^ 
spirits, unlesahereinatterspeciallyexwjw*  ^j  ^ 

after  the  said  day,8hall  be  distilW  ^'f^Z^ 

ted  States,  or  Territories  thereof,  w««I»"||^,,, 

or  in  any  other  vessel,or  by  «heaidottBy«j'^^ 

defined  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  \rf\H^\  ^ 

licenses  to  distillers  of  8pinwoof."^"^i|,erefor, 

dition  to  the  duties  payable  for  "^^f^,  ^^^ 

the  duties  following;  «il»«../«/^'X or  ioP«^ 
gallon  of  such  spirits  distilled  wholly  w^^^iy^ 

from  foreign  materials.  twe0tyJ»^^^  g,^ 

every  gallon  of  such  spirits  dw^iUedfroo     ^, 

materSs,  twenty  cents;  which  said  J«^^^^^ 

be  paid  by  the  owner,  agent,  ^y^^^^i^^^ 

the  still  or  other  vessel,  in  wh«ch  »«»  ^ 

shall  have  been  distilled;  the  •«<^rifl,e,if 


^ 
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ten  dollars  may,  be  paid  in  money,  with  a  dedne- 
tioD  of  two  per  oentam,  at  the  time  of  rendenng 
the  aocDUDts  of  spirits  so  chargeable  with  duty, 
required  to  be  rendered  by  the  second  section  of 
this  act,  or  without  dedaeti#n  at  the  next  sub- 
sequent time  prescribed  for  rendering  such  ae^ 
counts. 

Sec.  3.  And  beiijurther  enacted,  That  every 
I>er8on  who,  on  the  first  d«y  of  February  next, 
sball  .be  the  t)wiier  of  any  stUl  or  boiler,  or  other 
vessel,  osed  or  intended  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  distilling  spirituous  liquors,  or  who  shall  have 
aneh  still  or  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  under  hits 
superiDtendenoe,  either  as  agent  for  the  owner 
or  on   his  own  account^  shall,   brfore  the  said 
day,  and  every  person  who,  alter  the  said  day, 
shall  use  or  intend  to  ese  any  still  or  boiler,  or 
other  vessel,  as  aforesaid,  either  as  owner,  agent, 
or  otherwise,  sballt  before  be  shall  begin  so  to  use 
or  cause  the  same  so  to  be  used,  ffive  bond  id  such 
sum  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, with  at  least  two  sureties,  to  the  satis- 
factioii  of  the  coileetor  of  internal  duties  for  the 
distriet  in  which  the  same  shall  be  situate,  in  a 
sum.  not  lesi  than  the  computed  duties  for  one 
year,  nor  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  that  he 
will,  before. using  or  causing  the  same  to.be  used, 
make  tfue  and  exact  entry  and  report,  in  writing, 
to  the  fiaid  collector,  of  every  sueh  still  or  boiler, 
or  other  vessel,  owned  or  siiper intended  by  him, 
with  the  capacity  thereof,  the  names  of  the  own- 
er, ogent.  and  superintendent,  the  place  where  sit- 
uate, and  whether  intended  to  be  employed  on  for- 
eign or  domestic  materials,  with  the  quantity  of 
domestic  spirits,  in  gallons,  which  he  m$Ly  have 
on  hand ;  that  he  will  thereafter,  before  using  or 
causing  the  same  to  be  used,  make  like  entry  and 
report  of  any  other  still  or  boiler,  or  other  vessel, 
used,  or  intended  to  be  used,  for  distillation,  that 
he  may  own,  or  have  the  agency  or  superinten- 
dence of,  with  the  capacity  thereof,  the  names  of 
the  owner,  agent,  and  superintendent,  the  place 
where  situate,  and  whether  intended  to  be  em- 
ployed on  foreign  or  domestic  materials,  with  in- 
formation from  time  to  time,  of  any  change  in  the 
form,  capacity,  agency,  ownership,  or  superinten- 
dence, which  all  or  either  of  the  said  stilbor  boil- 
ers, or  other  Vessels,  may  undergo;  that  he  will, 
from  day  to  day,  enter,  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in 
a  book  to  he  kept  by  hhn  for  that  purpose,  and 
which  shall  be  open  at  all  times,  between  the  ri- 
sing and  setting  of  the  sun,  for  the  inspeetion  of 
the  said  collector,  who  may  uke  any  minutes, 
memorandimis,  of  transcripts  thereof,  the  number 
of  gallons  of  spirits  distilled,  keeping  separate  ac- 
counts of  the  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  and  do- 
mestic materials;  and  will  render  to  tM  said-col- 
lector, on  the  first  day  of  January,  April,  July,  and 
October,  in  each  year,  or  within  ten  days  there- 
after, a  general  accoont  in  writing,'  taken  from 
his  books,  of  the  number  of  gallons  of  each  kind 
of  spirits  distilled  for  three  months  preceding  said 
days,  or  for  sueh  portion  thereof  as  may  have 
elapsed  from  the  date  of  said  entry  and  report,  to 


original  book  of  entries,  which  book  shall  be  re^ 
lained  by  said  officer ;  tnat  be  will  verify  orcause 
to  be  verified,  the  said  entries,  reports,  books,  and 
general  icootints,  on  oath' or  amrmation,  to  be 
taken  before  the  coHector,  or  some  officer  author* 
ized  by  the  laws  of  the  Siste  to  administer  the 
same,  adeording  to  the  form  required  by  this  act 
where  the  same  is  prescribed;  and- that  he  will 
pay  .to  the  said  collector  the  duties  which  bv  this 
act  ought  to  be  paid  on  the  spirits  so  distilled,  and 
in  the  said  account  mentioned,  if  not  exceeding 
ten  dollars,  at  the  time  of  tendering  an  account 
thereof,  with  a  deduction  of  two  per  centum,  and 
if  esceeding  ten  dollars,  either  at  said  time,  with 
a  like  deduction,  or  at  the  next  subsequent  time, 
prescribed  for  rendering  such  accounts,  without 
deduction :  and  the  said  bond  mayy  from  time  to* 
time,  at  the  discredon  of  the  collector,  be  renewed 
or  changed  in  regard  to  the  sureties  and  penalties 
thereof. 

Bsc  3.  And  he  ii  Juriher  enaeied,  That  the 
entries  made  in  the  books  of  the  distiller,  required 
to  be  kept  by  the  seeond  section  of  this  act,  shall, 
on  the  said  first  day  of  January,  April,  July,  and 
October,  or  within  ten  days  thereauer,  be  verified 
by  the  oath  or  affirmation^  to  be  taken  as  afore- 
said,  of  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  such  en- 
tries shall  have  bten  made,  which  qualification 
shall  be  certified  at  the  end  of  such  entries  by  the 
collector,  or  officer  administering  the  same,  and 
shall  be  in  substance  as  follows :  ^  I  do  swear,  (or 
affirm,)  that  the  foregoing  entries  were  made  by 
me  on  the  respective  days  specified,  and  that  they 
state,  according  to  the  best  of  m^  knowledge  and 
belief,  the  whole  quantity  of  spirits  distiUed  at  the 
distillery,  owned  by  —  in  the  county  of— • 
amounting  to  *<-*—  gallons,  distilled  from  doroeatie 
materials,  and  -— —  gallons,  distilled  from  foreign 
materials." 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  ii  finHker  enaeUd,  That  Ihe 
owner,  agent,  or  ;tnperintendent  aforesaid,  shall, 
in  ease  the  original  entries  required  to  be  made 
in  his  books  by  the  second  section  of  this  act  shall 
not  be  made  by  himself,  subjoin  to  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  the  person  bjr  whom  they  waie 
made,  thefoUowiuff  oath  or  aflsrmation,  to  be  taken 
as  aforesaid :  *^I  do  swear,  (or  affirm,)  that,  to 
the  beet  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  the  forego* 
ing  entries  are  Just  .and  true,  and  that  1  have  tak- 
en all  the  means  in  my  power  to  make  them  so." 
Bnc.  6.  And  heit Juriher  enacted^  That  in  all  cases 
in  which  the  duties  nforesaid,  pa^ble  on  spirits, 
shall  not  be  duly  paid,  the  person  or  persona 
chargeable  therewith  shall  pay  in  addition  ten 
percent,  on  theamount  thereof;  and  in  case  such 
duties,  with  said  addition,  shall  not  be  paid  within 
three  months  from  the  time  the  said  duties  ought 
to  be  paid,  the  collector  for  the  district  shall  make 
a  personal  demand  of  the  same  from  such  person 
or  persons,  or  bj  notice  in  writing,  left  at  his  te 
her  dwelling,  if  within  the  collection  district,  and 
if  toot,  at  the  distillery  owned  or  superintended  by 
such  person  or, persons;  and  in  case  of  refusal  or 
neglect  to  pay  the  said  duties,  with  the  addition, 


the  said  day  which  shall  next  ensue;  that  he  will,]  within  ten  da^s  after  such  demand  or  notice,  the 
at  the  said  times,  deliver  to  the  said  collector  the  |  amount  thereof  shall  be  recovered  by  distress  attd 
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mIc  of  the  gooda,  ehattelt,  and  eff«eu,  of  the  de- 
linqaeot;  and  in  ease  of  sneb  disiresa,  it  shall  he 
the  daiy  of  the  officer  charged  with  theeotlectioo, 
to  makr,  or  cause  to  be  made,  an  accoont  of  the 
goods  or  chattels  which  maj  be  distrained,  a  copy 
of  which,  sigoed  bj  the  oflEcers  raakiog  soch  dis- 
tress, shall  Se  left  with  the  owner  or  possessor  of 
each  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  or  at  his  or  her 
dwelling,  with  a  note  of  the  sam  demanded,  and 
the  lime  and  place  of  sale;  and  the  said  officer 
shall,  forthwith,  cause  a  noiification  to  he  pah- 
liclf  posted  up,  at  two  of  the  taTems  nearest  to 
the  residence  of  the  person  whose  property  shall 
be  distrained,  or  at  the  court-hoose  of  the  same 
coonty,  if  not  more  than  ten  miles  disuot  which 
notice  shall  specify   the  articles  distrained,  and 
*  the  time  or  place  proposed  for  the  sale  thereof, 
which  time  shall  not  be  less  than  ten  days  from 
the  date  of  such  notification,  and  the  place  pro-' 
posed  for  sale  not  more  than  fi?e  miles  diytant 
from  the  place  of  making  soch  distress :  Promded, 
That  in  any  case  of  distress  for  the  payment  of 
the  duties  aforesaid,  the  goods,  chattels,  or  effects, 
so  distrained,  shall  and  may  be  restored  to  the 
owner  or  possessor,  if,  prior  to  the  sale  thereof, 
payment,  or  lender  thereof,  shall  be  made  to  the 
proper  officer  charged  with  the  collection,  of  the 
foil  amount  demanded,  together  with  such  fee  for 
leTying,  and  such  sum  for  the  necessary  and  rea- 
sonable expends  of  removiog  and  keeping  the 
goods,  chat  (eh,  or  effects,  so  distrained,  as  may 
e  allowed  in  like  cases  by  the  laws  or  practice  of 
the  Sute  or  Territory  wherein  the  distress  shall 
have  been  made ;  but  in  case  of  non-pavroeal,  or 
tender,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  officer  shall  proceed 
to  sell  the  said  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  at  public 
auction,  and  shall  and  may  retain,  from  the  pro- 
ceeds or  such  sales,  the  amount  demandable  for 
the  use  of  the  United  Sutes,  with  the  said  neces- 
sary and  reasonable  expenses  of  distress  and  sale, 
as  aforesaid,  and  a  commission  of  tjt  per  centum 
thereon  for  his  own  use,  rendering  the  orerplos, 
if  any  thvre  be,  to  the  person  whose  goods,  chat- 
tels, or  effects,  shall  have  been  distrained:  Pro- 
wiiied,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  make  distress 
of  the  tools  or  implements  of  a  trade  or  profession, 
beasts  of  the  plough  necessary  for  the  cultivation 
of  improved  lands,  arms,  or  necessary  household 
furniture,  and  apparel  for  a  family. 

8eo.  6.  And  be  iifurtk^  enacted,  That  all 
spirits  which  shall  be  distilled  within  the  United 
States,  or  Territories  thereof,  the  duties  on  which 
ahall  not  have  been  duly  paid  or  secured,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meanioff  of  this  act, 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  as  forfeited. 
bT  any  collector  of  the  internal  duties:  Providea 
cimaye,  That  such  spirits  shall  not  be  liable  to 
seizure  and  forfeiture  in  the  hands  of  a  bonajide 
purchaser  wiihout  notice  of  the  duties  not  being 
paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid. 

Sep.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
owner,  agent,  or  superintendent,  of  any  still,  boiler, 
or  other  vessel  used  in  the  distillatioi»  of  spirits, 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  true  aod  exact 
entry  and  report  of  the  same,  or  to  do,  or  cause  to' 
betione,  any  of  the  things  by  this  act  required  to 


KUbyhTd*!^^'^^^^ 


the  sc«ond  section  of  ihb'ici  b,bl!?"*^.  ^. 
forfeit,  for  ewerj  soch  nMfctonir'„T 
spirit,  distilled  iy  or  for^itSki^L 


en,  and  ether  vesseU  otei  iBiiai||iiri,7 
with  the  sum  of  oaeiboojisd  dflCTtow^*' 
eied,  with  cosu  of  suit;  wfciek  Wajr?^: 
the  Tenebcontaining  ifceame,adK 
and  other  vessels  used  ia  *siiUitifli,i«L^ 
by  any  collector  of  the  iaterul  diittjJS 
by  him  until  a  decision  thiJl  beUikmi  < 
cording  to  law:  Pramdei,  ^^timkiil 
within  three  months  after  tbecimefcrtuqi. 
may  have  occurred,  and  diatiprateiti,i««. 
tion  thereupon  shall  bave  been  eoaaeBceih 
soch  collector,  withia  tweatydifiifienliciQ^ 
ure  thereof. 

Szc.  &  And  beitfaHkereiadd,  Thiiicse 
the  duties  aforesaid  shall  aot  be  puiorRmReil 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  thuiei,  or  noB 
any  acts  ahall  be  done  cosuarf  to,  or  toy  ie& 
omitted  that  are  required  to  be  done  liy,  tie  boi: 
to  be  given  as  aibresaid,  or  tbe  penltiesiKonei 
thereby  shall  not  be  reeo?ered.(kesiiil  MM 
be  deemed  forfeited,  aod  sbtli  be  pot  it  m  h 
the  collector,  for  the  recorerf  ofilieiBoflAfoif 
the  said  duties,  with  the  addi(iMtiem»,pnii- 
ties,  aod  costs,  or  either, as  ikoeoij  be; lod 
judgment  thereon  shall  aDdaiybeiikriitdie 
return  term,  on  motion  to  bcaiteno^uoDrt, 
uoleas  sufficient  cause  to  tbc  coiinq  ^ fhrn 
to,  and  allowed  by,  the  eoart:  Prawbd,  Thi 
Ihe  writ  of  process  in  sucb  cast  ibillbart  bea 
executed  at  least  fourteea  days  beieicibeRtin 
day  thereof. 

Szo.  a  And  be  itjkrtkerenatid,  Tbiiifny 
person  shall  forcibly  obstraetorbuidcraeito 
in  the  execution  of  this  act, or  of  uf  afti<p 
error  authorities  hereby  vested  in  ^vski 
forcibly  rescue,  or  cause  to  bereseaduf  jiv- 
its,  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  itv  ibt  sue 
shall  have  been  seized  bybiffl,oribiiliiM?( 
or  endeavor  so  to  do,  the  person  so  (Mb;^ 
A>r  every  such  offence,  forfeit  tad  pif  ibf  «i3 
five  hundred  dollars. 

SCO.  10.  And  be  U  furfur  aaOd,  Thhh^ 
lector  shall  be  authorized  to  eaicr,  it  taft^ 
between  the  rising  and  seuisg  of  (be  sstJif 
distillery  or  place  where  any  aiiiis,^'^ 
other  vessels  used  in  distiiltUuo,8rckffCr.^:^ 
his  collection  district,  for  the  purpose  oftfls 
ning  and  measuring  the  same,  and  tbeo^'"' 
sels  therein^  or  of  inspecting  ihe.aeeooib«?nB 
from  time  to  time  distilled.  And  ererf  tfi«  « 
such  distillery,  or  stills,  or  boiten,of«»(^» 
sels,  or  persons  having  the  sgeBCjrorsifBii^ 
dence  of  the  same,  who  ahall  refosetoac- 
such  officer,  or  to  siiffer  him  to  tuw^vA^ 
sure  the  same,  or  to  iospect  said  ittm^'^ 
(ot  every  such  refusal,  forfeit  and  pif  »«* 
five  hundred  dollars.  ^. 

Sec  11.  And  be  U  fiirtker  eMCteim 
person  who  shall  be  eoerieted  of  wiifm'^'^'' 
a  false  oath  or  affirmaiioo,  in  aof  o(  ili'^. 
which  an  oath  oc  affirmatioaisrequp^' 
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taken  in  rltlue  of  tbia  act^  shall  be  liable  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  to  which  personB  are  liable 
for  wtlfal  and  corrupt  perjoryi  and  shall,  more- 
over, forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That  no 
person  who  ^all  have  refused  or  neglected  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be 
eD tilled,  while  such  refusal  or  neglect  continues, 
to  receive  a'license  for  employing,  in  distillation, 
an^  still,  or  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  or  shall  be  en- 
titled to  credit  for  any  duties  on  spirits  thai  may 
have  accrued. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  Jitrtker  enacted,  That  every 
collector  shall  give  reecipia.  ibr  all  sums  by  him 
collected  under  this  act. 

Ssa  14.  And  beitjurther  enacted^  That  if  it 
ahall  api^ar  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
for  the  district,  that  any  owner,  ageot,  or  super* 
iDtendenc^  of  a  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel  used  in 
distillation,  who  shall  have  given  bond  agreeably 
to  the  second  section  of  this  aet,  and  shall  have 
ceased  to  use  the  same  for  one  year,  and  made 
oath  or  affirmation  thereof,  to  be  lodged  with  said 
collector,  hath  acted  agreeably  to  the  condition 
of  such  bood,  the  collector  shall  cause  such  bond 
to  be  delivered  to  said  ovner,  agent,  or  8U|)eria<- 
teodenr. 

Sac.  15.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  all 
the  provisions  of. this  ad,  as  well  as  of  the. ^ Aet 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous 
liquors,"  passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July, 
one  ihQusand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen^ shall  be 
deemed  to  apply  to  any  still,  or  boiler,  or  other 
vessel  used  in  distillation,  which  shell  be  employed 
in  the  rectification  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  to 
spirits  rectified  therein,  or  with  the  aid  thereof. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  T4)at  any 
license  heretofore  or  hereafter  gfan  ted  for  employ- 
ing; a  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  in  distilliog 
spirits  from  foreign  materials,  shall  authorize  the 
'  distilling  spirits  from  domestic  materials  also.  - 
Sec.  17.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  the 
''Act  laving  duties  on  lieenses  to  dietillers  of  spi- 
rituous liquors,"  passed  the  twenty-fouvth  of  July, 
one  thousand  ei^bt  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  be 
deemed  to  remain  in  full  force,  except  as  to  the 
alterations  thereol  contained  in  this  act,  and  that 
the  several  provisions  of  **An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  collection  of  internal  duties,  and 
tor  the  appointment  and  compensation  of  asses- 
sors," ^ssed  the  second  day  of  August,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thiriee%  shall,  and  are 
hereby  declared  to,  apply  in  full  force  to  the  duties 
laid  by,  and  to  be  collected  under,  this  act,  the 
same  as  if  such  duties  and  this  act  were  recognised 
therein,  which  said  dutiea  shall  be  collected  by 
the  same  collectors,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the 
same  commissions,  and.under  the  same  directions, 
as  are  hereby  established  in  relation  to  the  other 
internal  duties;  and  all  the  obligations,  duties, 
and  penalties,  thereby  imposed  upon  the  collec- 
tors, are  hereby  imposed  upon  the  collectors  of 
the  duties  laid  by  this  act:  Prtnrided,  That  if 
any  person  to  whom  a  license  shall  have  been 
granted,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  aet, 
entitled  *^An  act  laying  dutiea  on  lieeasea  to  dis- 


tillers of  spirituous  liquors,"  and  who  shall  have 
given  bonds  for  the  payment  of  the  duties  therein 
mentioned,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruarv  next,  discontinue  the  use  of  any  still  or  stills, 
for  the  uae  of  which  the  said  license  shall  have 
been  granted,  and  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
collector  of  internal  duties  for  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  be' situate,  such  license  shall  there- 
upon cease  to  be  in  force,  and  such  person  ahall 
be  holden  to  nay  the  same  duties,  and  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  upon  the  bonds  aforesaid, 
as  in  case  the  said  license  had  been  originally 
granted  for  the  term  during  which  it  shall  have 
been  in  force  as  aforesaid. 

Sbc.18.  Andbeitjurtherenacted^  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  licenses  authorized  and  directed  to 
be  granted  by  the  **Aet  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  passed  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred. and  thirteen,  there  may  and  shall  be 
graxuied  like  licenses  for  a  still  or  stills,  and  for  a 
boiler  or  boilers,  for  the  term  or  period  of  one 
week,  on  paymenLor  securing  of  payment,  of  the 
following  duties,  for  each  gallon  of  the  capacity, 
thereof. 

For  a  still  or  stills,  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  domestic  materials,  five  cents. 

For  a  boiler,  or  boilers,  as  defined  in  the  said 
act,  employed  in  distilling  spirits  from  domestic 
materials,  ten  cents. 

One-half  only  of  which  rates  of  duty  shall  be 
paid  for  a  still  or  stills,  and  boiler  or  boilers,  em- 
ployed wholly  in  the  distillation  of  roou. 

Which  said  duties  shall  be  collected  in  the  same 
manner,  ^nd  -  subject  to  the  same  provisions,  at 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  said  act. 

Seo.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  de- 
duction, at  the  rate  of  eight  per  centum  per  annumi 
shall  be  made  from  the  duty  payable  for  a  Itoense 
to  distil  spirituous  liquors,  on  the  payment  thereof 
at  the  time  of  obtaining  the  same. 

Seo.  2a  AndbeitJuHher  enajcted,  That  every 
person  who  may  be  the  owner,  agent,  or  superin- 
tendent, of  one  still  only,  whose  capacity  shall 
not  exceed  one  hundred  nlloos,  or  of  one. boiler 
only,  whose  capacity  shallnot  exceed  fifty  galloni^ 
and  each  of  which  shall  be  wholly  emHoyed  in 
distilling  spirits  from  domestic  materials,  shall 
have  the  option  of  complving  with  the  foregoing 
provisions  of  this  aet,  and  of  the  **Act  laying  du- 
tiea on  licenses  tadistilleraof  spiritucms  liquors," 
passed  the  twenty-fourth  d)iy  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen^  or  of  peying, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  twenty-five^ 
cents  for  every  gallon  of  spirits  distilled  in  such 
still  or  boiler:  Provided^  That,  to  entitle  such 
person  to  the  benefits  of  the  latter  alternative,  he 
shall  deliver  a  written  statement  of  his  desire  to 
(he  collector  of  the  district  in  whieh  such  still  or 
boiler  may  be  situate,  specifying  the  contents  of 
the  same,  previously  to  the  tiroes  of  using  such 
still  or  boiler  in  every  year.  And  aoy  person  so 
accepiiog  the  latter  alternative,  who  shall  fail  to. 
comply  with  the  condition  on  whieh  the  same  ia 
hereby  allowed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars ;  which  said  forfeiture  ahall 
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Iq  no  wise  affect  or  impair  toy  other  penalty 
which  would  otherwise  attach  to  such  failure. 

Sbo.  31.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized, to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act, 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which 
may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act :  And  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be 
incurred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  ma^  be 
aued  for,  and  recovered,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  collector  within  whose  district 
any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have 
been  ineuried,  by  bill,  plamt,  or  information,  one 
moietv  therecif  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
ahd  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if 
other  than  a  collector,  shall  first  inform,  of  the 
cause,  matter,  or  •4hingv  whereby  any  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  been  incurred ; 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 
arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty  milee  distant  from 
the  nearest  place  by  law  established  for  the  hold* 
iog  of  a  district  court,  within  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  re- 
covery may  be  had  before  any  court  of  tke  State, 
holden  within  the  said  district,  having  jurisdic- 
tion in  like  cases. 

Sbo.  22.  And  be  it  fiariher  enacted^  That  the 
collector  shall  furnish  to  each  distiller  within  the 
collection  district.  «a  abstract  of  this  act,  and  of 
the  ^'Act  laying  duties^on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
apirituous  liquors,"  and  of  such  provisions  of  the 
^Act  to  amend  the  act,  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  retailers  of  wines,  sptriiuous  liquors,  and  foreif  n 
marehao<ttse,  and  for  other  purposes,*'  as  rcgaids 
distillers;  which  abstract  snail  be  prejiared  and 
furnWhed  to  the  collectors,  under  the  dsteetion  of 
the  Secreury  of  the  Tre«8«ry. 

Sfio.  23.  And  be  itjwiker  enacted,  That  to- 
wards esiablbhing  an  adequate  revenue,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  (Govern- 
ment ;  for  the  puaetual  payment  of  the  pubtic 
debt,  principal  and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be 
contracted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts, 
lespectively ;  and  for  creating  an  adequate  sink- 
ing fund,  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually  to 
extinguish,  the  public  debt,  contracted,  and  to  be 
contracted ;  the  rates  and  autieslaid  and  imposed 
fey  this  act,  and  the  duties  laid  and  imposed  upon 
liieensee  lo  distillers,  in  and  by  the  said  act,  enti- 
tled **An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers 
of  spirituous  liquors,"  shall  continue  to  be  laid, 
levied,  and  collected,  during  the  present  war  be- 
tween the  United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain,  and 
until  the  purposes  aibresaid  shall  be  completely 
accomplished,  anything  in  the  said  act  oi  Con- 
gress to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding* And,  for  the  effectual  applica- 
tion of  the  revenue  to  be  raised  by  and  from  the 
aaid  duties,  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in  due  form 
of  law,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
pledged:  Promdedalwam,  That  whenever  Con- 
gress shall  deem  it  expedient  to  alter,  rednce.  or 
change^  the  aaid  duties,  or  ettte  of  them,  ic  snail 


be  lawfuUo  to  do,opon  proTidiiitui„t. ». 
by  law,  at  the  «mVtlme,iod1ite^ 
po8es,,other  duties  wkich  shall WeeajP;^ 
ducttve  with  the  duties  lo  ahewiiSL'*™' 
changed ;  And  ftowiied /ifftlb  ffl* 
in  this  act  contained shsU  be deencAotn!^ 
in  any  wise  to  rescind  or  imyiir  muS!w. 

Cropriation  of  the  said  doties,  or  atbttHBT 
nt  such  appropriation  shtU  rnaii  nd  km. 
ried  into  effect,  according  to  ihetiie  jacu  uj 
meaaing  of  the  law  tad  Uvsmikivtbe  J! 
anything  in  this  act  to  the  contiwib^i 
any  wise  notwithstandiaflL 

Seo*  U.  And  be  ftJMerinaeiti^^^^ 
ture  it  shall  be  lawful  forthedistiikrRAa^ 
of  domestic  spirits^  and  sll  pmonfnnihK 
materials  such  spirits  shall  be  distilM,ioi. 
without  license,  any  qoaaiily  thoKifMlaitb 
one  gallon. 

Sbo.  25.  And  beitfiaihttemad,  TkitiUl 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Stan 
to  authorise  the  Secreury  of  the  Treuny  to  i^ 
ticipate  the  collectigo  ud  reeoptofthedniies 
laid  and  imposed  by  this  tct  asd  bf  the  aiiicL 
entitled  ^An  act  laying  diid'aoo  iiceuestodfr 
tillers  of  spirituous  liqoeiSj'bf  obaiiijifika 
upon  the  pledge  of  the  stid  dude  for  tie  ma- 
hursement  tiimof,  to  an  MwomtMoea^ 
six  millioDs  of  dollars,  tstf  irtnaofiufrw 
not  exceed ia|r  ^>  P^'  cenna  periuBa.  Aid 
any  bank  or  banks,  now  tacevon^or  ilidi 
may  hereefter  be  ittcorpor«ul,nte^nto* 
ity  of  the  United  Stale*,  ii  ssdiieMf  iti)» 
ized  to  makesttch  loan :  FraMtmjiMi 
ifexprtariifdeolaredi  ThttthenoMfnobiuHi 
upim  lone,  shall  be  applied  is  the  plr|MWlffl^ 
said,  to  which  the  said  dntiei,io  tokjiif 
are  bv  this  act  applied  and  apppriadaltt 
no  other  purpoaes  whatsoever. 
Approved,  December  81, 18ii 


An  Act  to  pntvida  addilioasl  iwwwh**^ 
the  expenses  of  GoTsmment,  isd  sitfssi » 
public  credit,  by  dutiei  on  •iJe'^kw^T 
licensee  to  retail  wine^  spirittwi  ?P**  , 
eign  merrhsndise,  sad  for  iutummi"*  ■■ 
postage. 

day  of  FebtWy  next,  theit  -haU  »*  W^^, 
and  collected,  for  the  me  of  the  ^^^^^ 
sum  of  one  hundred  per  ^•■''"^"P^T^,^ 
dition  to,  the  amount  of  the  lates  im*  ^ 
spectively  laid  upon  sales  by  ^Vj  .wi»f 
and  by  the  act  oiXongress,  entttkdi^*^ 
ing  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  me(eis»v 
ships  and  vessels,"  passed  on  the  m^' 
day  of  Joly,  in  the  yw  «f^?"/f;lt 
thirteen.  And  the  said  addiuoMU^j;^ 
hundred  per  centum  shall  be  'ctkH,  «»^ 
paid,  and  accounted  for,  in  like  ini«»^^ 
same  officers,  subject,  in  all  i«P«?J' !;  Li 
regulations  and  provisions,  and  wi»w«^ 

Ipenaltiea,  forfeitures,  and  reBaedjes,  m  ^ 
of  the  law,  as  the  said  act  of  Co"^!L 
aec  to  amend  the  said  act,  pisK^  OB  *^ 
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fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred aod  foarteen,  declare  and  establish  for  leTy- 
ingj  collectinpr,  and  paving,  the  original  duties  to 
which  the  said  duty  of  one  hundred  per  centum 
is  hereby  added  and  attached.  And  it  shall  be  the 
daly  of  every  auctioneer,  who  shall  hare  given 
bond  under  the  said  acts,  to  give  like  bond  under 
this  act,  subject  to  the  same  penalties  wescribed 
in  the  said  act,  passed  on  the  twenty-loorth  day 
of  Joly.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
And  all  sales  at  auction  of  any  part,  or  parcel,  of 
any  merchandise,  with  the  design  and  effect  to 
ascertain  and  £x  a  price  for  the  whole,  or  for 
any  other  part,  of  such  anerohandise,  without  ex- 
posing the  whole,  or  such  other  part,  to  puUie 
sale,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  sales  at  auc- 
tion wHbin  the  meaning  of  Ibis  act,  and  of  the 
aaid  act  of  Gouffress,  to  the  whole  amount  of  the 
merchaodbe  whereof  the  sale  is  so  effected,  whe- 
ther the  same  is  afterwards  conducted  and  effected 
by  the  auctioneer,  or.  by  any  person  or  persons 
acting  as  a  commission  merchant,  factor,  or  agent, 
or  by  the  owner  and  owners  of  the  merchandise. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auctioneers,  re- 
spectively, to  ipceify;,  in  their  quarterly  aceounts, 
upon  oath  or  affirmatioB»  all  sales  by  them  respect- 
ively made  of  a  part  or  parcel  of  any  merchandise 
as  aforesaid,  with  the  design  and  effect  aforesaid, 
for  whom  and  to  whom  such  sales,  respectively, 
were  made,  and  the  amount  of  the  commissiona 
or  other  compensation  to  them,  respectively,  paid, 
or  payabk,  by  reason  of  such  sales,  as  well  with 
respect  to  the  part  or  parcel  of  the  merchandise 
actually  exposed  to  sale,  as  with  respect  to  the 
whole,  or  any  other  |>art,  of  such  merchandise, 
the  sale  whereof  Is  designed  and  effected  as  afore- 
said. And  the  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do,  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  a  bceach  of  the  bond  of  the  auc- 
tioneer, so  nqjflecting  and  refbsinff,  who  shall,  also, 
in  that  behalf,  forfeit  and  pay  such  other  penalties 
as  the  Miid  act  of  Congress  prescribes  in  case  of 
the  non-performance  o?  any  other  duty  required 
from  auctioneers,  to  be  perfbrmed  in  taking  out 
licenses,  giving  bonds,  and  keeping  and  rendering 
accounts. 

Seo.  8.  ilMd  be  it  JuHker  maeiedf  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  there 
shall  be  added  to  the  rates  of  postage,  as  at  pres- 
ent established  by  law,  a  sum  equal  to  fifty  per 
oentum  upon  the  amount  of  such  rates,  respect- 
ively, for  the  use  of  the  United  States.  And  the 
said  additional  sum  of  fifty  per  centum  shall  be 
charged,  collected,  paid,  and  accounted  for,  in 
like  manner,  by  the  same  officers,  subject,  in  all 
reepeots.  to  the  same  regulations  and  provisions. 
and  with  the  like  fine?,  penalties,  forfeitures,  ana 
remedies  for  breaches  of  the  law,  as  are  provided 
for  chaining,  collecting,  and  paying,  the  original 
rates  of  postage  to  which  the  said  sum  of  fifty 
per  eenlum  is  hereby  added  and  attached. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  there 
ahall  be  laid,  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  for  the 
use  of  the  United  Sutes.  a  sum  of  fifty  per  cent, 
upon,  and  in  addition  to,  the  duties  laidonlicenses, 
granted  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Gongress,  enti- 


tled "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan* 
dise,"  passed  the  second  aay  of  August,  in  the 
year  eiahleen  hundred  and  thirteen.  And  the 
said  additional  sum  of  fifty  per  centum  shall  be 
charged,  paid,  collected,  and  accounted  for,  in 
like  manner,  by  the  same  officers,  subject,  in  all 
respects,  to  the  same  regulations  and  provbioas, 
anu  with  the  same  fines,  penalties,  rorfeitnrea, 
and  remedies,  for  breaches  of  the  law,  as  in  and 
by  the  said  last  mentioned  act  of  Gongreei^  and 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  laying 
dirties  on  lieenaes  to  retailers  of  wines,  mirttnons 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  tor  other 

Kurpoaea,''  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April, 
I  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  are 
provided  for  charging,  paying,  aod  collectinj^,  the 
original  dotiea  on  the  said  licenses,  respectively, 
to  which  the  said  sum  of  fiftv  per  oentum  is 
hereby  added  and  attached.  And  in  case  any 
license  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  sellinc  by 
retail,  shall  have  been  granted  under  the  said  act 
'^laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  for 
a  period  extending  beyond  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  the  persoo  to  whom  the  same  may 
have  been  mated,  or  transferred,  shall,  previous 
to  the  first  day  of  Mav  thereafter,  make  the  like 
application  required  therein,  which  shall  farther 
speeify  such  period,  and  shall  pay  to  the  proper 
collector  a  sum  equal  to  such  proportion  of  mtv 
per  centum  on  the  original  duty  imposed  on  snca 
license,  as  said  period  bears  to  a  vear,  the  pay- 
ment of  which  sum  shall  be  enoorsed  on  the 
license  previously  granted.  And  if  any  person 
shall,  after  the  last  mentioned  day,  deal  in  the 
selling  of  wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or 
merchandise,  by  retail,  as  defined  in  the  said  act, 
without  having  made  such  paymeat^such  person 
shall,  tu  addition  to  the  payment  of  the  additional 
doty  hereby  imposed,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  tp  be  reeorered 
with  cost  of  suit:  Provided,  That  if  any  person 
to  whom  a  license  shall  have  been  granted,  ac- 
oordittg  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  winea 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,'' and 
who  ekail  have  paid  for  the  same,  or  shall  have 
given  bond  for  tne  payment  of  the  same,  shall, 
on  or  before  the  commencement  of  the  operation 
of  this  act,  discontinue  the  use  of  the  privileges 
by  said  license  gmnted,  and  shall  give  doe  notice 
thereof,  to  the  collector  of  the  internal  revenues 
of  the  district  in  which  such  license  shall  have 
been  granted,  such  license  shall  cease  to  be  of 
force,  and  such  pefson  shall  be  holden  to  pay  a 
sum  proportionate  to  the  time  which  shall  have 
run  from  the  time  of  granting  said  license  to  the 
first  day  of  February  next.  And  in  case  of  ac- 
tual payment  for  a  term  subsequent  to  the  last 
mentioned  day,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  back, 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  such 
sum  so  paid  for  such  subsequent  time,  from  the 
day  last  mentioned. 

Sac  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  the 
aet  of  Goagrcai,  aolitled  ^An  act  making  further 
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proTition  for  the  collection  ofinieroal  duties,  and 
for  the  appoiaiineat  aod  compeosation  of  assess- 
ors," passed  on  the  second  daf  of  Augnsl,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
shall  be  and  remain  in  force,  and  shall,  in  all  its 
'  provisions,  be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  laying, 
collecting,  and  fecoriog,  the  duties  by  this  act 
added  or  imposed,  eicept  as  regards  the  rates  of 
postage,  as  wt- U  with  respect  to  the  peiMns  re- 
spectively liable  to  the  pavment  thereof,  as  with 
rcapect  to  the  officer*  employed  in  collecting  and 
accouDiing  for  the  same. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  fiuiher  emacted^  That,  to- 
ward»  establish ing  mn  adequate  revenue  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Qovcm- 
ment,  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  principal  aod  ioterest,  contracted  and  to  be 
contracted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  con* 
tracts,  respectively,  and  for  creating  an  adequate 
sinking  fund,  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually 
to  extinguish,  the  public  debt,  contracted  and  to 
be  contracted ;  the  internal  rates  and  duties  add- 
ed,  laid,  and  imposed  by  this  act,  and  the  internal 
rates  and  duties  laid  and  imposed  by  the  said 
several  acu  of  Congress,  entitled,  respectively. 
"An  act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  mer- 
chandise, and  ships  and  vessels;"  *^An  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  Establishment ;"  nnd  '^An 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise;" 
shall  continue  to  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected, 
during  the  present  war  between  the  United  Sutes 
and  Qreat  Britain,  and  nntil  the  purposes  afore- 
said shall  be  completely  accomplished,  anything 
in  the  said  acu  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  there- 
of, in  anywise,  nocwithsunding.  And  for  the 
effectual  application  of  the  revenue,  to  be  raised 
by  and  from  the  said  internal  duties,  to  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the  faith  of 
the  United  Sutes  is  hereby  pledged :  Frovided 
atwa^^  That  whenever  Congress  shall  deem  it 
expedient  to  alter,  reduce^  or  change,  the  said  in- 
ternal duties,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  it  shall  be 
lawful  so  to  do^  upon  providiqg  and  subatitating, 
by  law,  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  pur- 
poses, other  duties  which  shall  be  equally  pro- 
dncrive  with  the  duties  so  altered,  reduced,  or 
changed :  And  pronded  fiuiher,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shaU  be  doemed  or  construed 
in  anywise  to  rescind  or  impair  any  specific  ap- 
propriation of  the  said  duties,  or  any  or  either  of 
Ibem,  heretofore  made  by  law;  but  such  appro- 
priation shaU  remain  nnd  be  carried  into  e&ei, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
law  and  lawa  making  the  same,  anything  in  this 
act  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise,  aocwith- 
standing. 
Appioved,  December  23, 1814. 

An  Act  supplemental  to  the  acto  ... 
bit  the  several  snois  of  twentj-five 
.  lais  and  three  millions  of  doUus. 

Be  it  emaeted,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  with 
the  approbatioa  of  the  Prendent  of  the  United 


of  dol- 


Sutes,  to  cause  Treasury  docm  to  be  prepare^ 
signed,  and  issued,  for  and  in  lien  of  so  much  i 
the  sum  authorized  to  be  borrowed  oa  the  credit 
of  the  Uoited  Sutes,  by  the  act  of  Coagress,  en- 
titled *^An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  forttaai  not 
exceeding  twenty-five  miilioBs  of  doUan,*  ^sssed 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Marea.ia  iheiear 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fonrtfci.ud 
also  for  and  in  lieu  of  so  lunek  of  the  tarn  ts- 
iboriaed  to  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  i^e  OiJ- 
ted  Sutes,  by  the  act  of  Cougreas,  cmidetf  ^Is 
act  authorizing  a  loaa  for  tbe  sunn  of  ikm  mil- 
lions  of  dollars,"  passed  cm  tlie  fifieaU^jW' 
November,  in  the  year  oue  ibouaaai  e^i  kw. 
dred  and  fourteen,  as  has  noi  been  beiTOnc4,« 
otherwise  employed  in   the  iaswe  of  Titsanq 
notes,  according  to  law :  Psmwided  oteqpi,  Thst 
the  whole  amount  of  Treasury  notes  iaued  Vf 
virtue  of  this  act,  for  and  iu  lieu  of  thereadae 
of  the  said  two  sums  as  aforesaid,  shall  aot  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  seven  milUous  five  kaadrei 
thousand  dollars :  aod  further,  that  the  Trcosarj 
notes  so  issued  shall  be  a|^ied  to  the  aaie  asei 
to  which  the  said  two  loans,  authorized  as  tfote- 
said,  were,  respectively,  by  law  made  applicabie. 

Sac  2.  And  U  it  fmrtker  amttai,  That  tke 
Secreury  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hathf 
authorized,  with  the  approbatioa  of  the  Fnadeut 
of  the  United  Sutes,  to  cause  Treasmrj  mote*  to 
be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued^  iur  a  farther  sum 
of  three  millions  of  dollars,  U  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  War  Oepartmenc  for  the  year  me  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  founeeu,  la  aidttiaa Vk 
the  sums  heretofore  apprupiiaied  by  kw  for 
those  purposes,  respectively. 

Sec.  3.  Amd  be  it  Jkifker  wncferf^  Tkat  tk 
Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  by  viitue  of  ikb  act 
shall  be  prepnred,  signed,  aud  ianued,  ia  the  Uki 
form  and  manaer,  shall  be  rciaibunuUe  at  ik 
same  places^  and  in  the  like  periods, shall  kar  tk 
same  rate  of  inUrest ;  shall,  ia  ihm  bk  ■aaner, 
be  transferrable,  and  shall  be  eqmlly  leeafalJe 
in  paymenu  to  the  United  Stales  fa  diiies, 
tnzes,  and  sales  of  public  Inuds,  us  theTiouaq 
notes  issued  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  CoagRss,  en- 
titled "Aa  act  to  authorize  the  iwniut  of  Tress- 
ury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  ycuc  one  ika- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  foortcea,^  auased  on  tk 
fourth  day  of  M^rch,  in  the  year  aftneesaid.  Aai 
the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  witb.  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  Uuited  States,  sbaH 
have  the  like  powers,  ia  all  respect^  lo  prapsu, 
issuer  sell,  pay,  and  distribute;,  Ibe  Tccusaiy  aoai 
authorized  to  oe  issued  by  thk  act,  oc  to  ssoeu 
money  on  the  pledge  thereof  aad  to  trnftaf  lai 
pay  an  agent  or  agenufor  the  purpoaeefikiaf 
iole  thereof^  as  were  vested  ia  biaa  by  ibe  mj« 
last  meaiioned  act  of  Congress^  in  relataaa  u  ik 
Treasury  aote»  therein  and  thereby  authorized  s 
be  issued;  and  the  forms  and  eoune  of  praeeer 
ing,  in  all  respects,  for  payin|^,  recein^  0 
accountiog  for,  the  Treasury  notes  iiiuiid  k  ^ 
tue  of  this  act,  shall  be  similar  to  thane  URsr^d 
in  nnd  by  the  said  last  mentioned  net  aiC^^^os^ 
in  relation  to  the  Treasury  notes  tbevs  *Ad 
thereby  authorized  to  he  inued. 
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Sbo.  4.  And  ht  Ufiuiher  enacted,  That  a 
sum  equal  to  the  whole  amooot  of  the  Txeasury 
notes  issmed  by  Tirtae  of  this  act,  to  be  paid  out 
of  aay  mooey  in  tiie  Treasary,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  shall  be,  aod  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  payment  aod  reimbursemeot 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  such  Treasury 
notes,  according  to  contract;  and  the  faith  of  the 
United  Slates  is  herebj  pledged  to  provide  ade- 
quate funds  for  any  denciency  in  the  appropria- 
tion hereby  made, 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  UJwriher  enacted^  That  a  sum 
of  forty  thousand  dollars^  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, be^  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  preparing,  printing, 
engraving,  and  signing,  the  said  Treasury  notes ; 
the  Apense  of  employing  agents  to  make  sale 
thereot;  aod  al^  other  expenses  incideni  to  issu- 
ing the  Treasury  notes,  as  authorized  by  this  act. 
Sfictt.  And  UUfuiiher  enacted  J  Tbat,ifany 

eirsoo  shall,  wito  intent  to  injure  or  defraud  the 
aited  Statesyoratiy  person  or  corporation,  falsely 
make,  forge^or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  procure  to 
be  falwly  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  will- 
ingly aid  or  assist  m'  falsely  making,  forging,  or 
counterfeiting,  any  note^  in  imitation  of,  or  pur- 
porting to  be,  a  Treasury  note,  or  shall  falsely 
alter,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  iaiselv  altered,  or 
wilfully  aid  or  assist  in  falnely  altering,  any 
Treasury  note,  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or 
shall  pass,  utter  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  jms, 
utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or 
counterfeited  note,  purporting  to  be'a  Treasury 
note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely 
made,  forged,  or  counterfeited  \  or  shall  pass,  utter, 
or  publish,  lor  attempt  to  pas^  utter,  or  publish, 
as  true,  any  falsely  altered  Treasury  note,  issued 
as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely 
altered ;  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  guilty  of  felonj,  and  being  thereof  eon- 
Yicied  by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced 
to  be  imprisoned  for  a  period  not  less  than  three 

{ears,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  or  imprisoned  and 
ept  to  hard  labor  for  a  period  not  less  than  three 
years,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and,  in  either 
case,  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  fire  thousand 
dollars. 
Approved,  December  2d,  1814. 

An  Act  fiving  further  tune  Co  beats  certain  claims  to 
lands  oonfimed  by  an  act  of  Congiess,  entitled  <«An 
act  confirminff  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  District 
of  Vincennss/' 

Be  it  enadedf  4c^  That  the  several  persons 
whose  claims  were  confirmed  by  the  act  of  Con- 
fess, entitled  ''An  act  coodrmiog  certain  claims 
to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes."  approved 
the  thirteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  and  which  have  not  been 
located,  are  hereby  authorised  to  enter  their  loca- 
tions with  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Vin- 
eennes,  on  any  part  of  the  tract  set  apart  for  that 
parpase  in  said  district,  by  virtue  of  sin  act,  enti- 
tled **An  act  respecting  claims  to  lands  in  the 
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Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio,"  and  In  con- 
formity to  the  provisions  of  that  act;  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  their  certificates  aod  patents 
in  the  manner  provided  by  the  first  mentioned 
act:  Protfided,  That  such  locations  shall  be  made 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  July  next. 
Approved,  Deeember.26, 1814. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  leasmg  certain  lands  reserved  fbr 
the  support  of  schools  in  the  Mississtppi  Terrilery. 

Bt  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  county  court  in 
each  county  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  shall  be 
and  it  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  number  of 
agents,  not  exceedioff  Bve,  who  shall  have  power 
to  let  out,  on  lease,  lor  the  purpose  of  improving 
the  same,  the  sections  of  land  reserved  by  Con- 
gress for  the  support  of  schools,  lying  within  the 
county  for  which  the  agento' respectively  are 
appointed,  or  to  let  them  out  at  an  annual  rent, 
as  they  shall  judg^  proper.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  agents,  under  the  direction  of  the 
county^  courts  respectively,  to  apply  whh  Impar- 
tiality the  proceeds  arising  from  the  rents  of  each 
section  as  aforesaid  to  the  purposes  of  education, 
and  to  no  other  use  whatsoever,  within  the  par- 
ticular  township  of  six  miles  square,  or  fractional 
township,  wherein  such  section  is  situated,  in  such 
manner  that  all  the  citizens  residing  therein  may 
partake  of  the  benefit  thereof,  according  to  tbe 
true  intent  of  the  reservation  made  by  Congress. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  the  aforesaid  sections  into 
convenientforms,  the  said  agents  shall  have  power 
to  lav  off'the  same  into  lots  of  not  less  than  one 
hundred  and  six  acr^s,  nor  more  than  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  except  in  case  of  fractional 
sections;  and  in  every  case,  whether  of  leases  for 
the  improvement  of  the  lots,  or  for  an  annual 
rent,  the  lessee  shall  be  bound,  in  a  suitable  pen- 
alty, not  to  commit  waste  on  the  premises  by 
destroying  of  timber  or  removing  ston&  or  any 
other  injury  to  the  lands  whatever. 

Sec.  3  And  be  it  furlher  enacted,  That  the  said 
agents  shall  have  full  power  within  their  respec- 
tive counties,  when  and  so  often  as  they  think 
proper,  by  legal  process,  to  remove  any  person  or 
persons  from  the  possession  of  any  or  the  afore- 
said reserved  sections,  when  such  person  or  per- 
sons have  not  taken  a  lease,  and  refuse  or  neglect 
to  take  the  same.    And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  agento.to  inspect  and  inquire  Into 
any  waste  or  trespass  committed  on  any  of  the 
reserved  sections  aforesaid,  by  cuttinff  and  carry- 
ing off  timber  or  stone,  or  any  other  oiBimage  that 
may  be  done  to  the,  same,  whether  by  persons 
residing  thereon  or  others.    Aod  the  said  agents 
are  hereby  authorized,  when  waste  or  trespass 
shall  be  committed,  to  proceed  against  the  person 
or  persons  committing  the  same,  according  to  the 
laws  in  such  case  made  and  provided ;  and  ac- 
tions in  the  cases  aforesaid  shall  be  sustained  by 
the  agents,  and  the  damages  recovered  shall  be 
one-half  to  the  use  of  such  agents,  and  the  other 
half  to  be  applied  to  the  same  purpose  as  the  pro- 
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eeeds  of  renu  from  the  land  on  which  the  damage 
was  sostained. 

8w.4.  And  be  it Jvrtker  enacted^  That,  for  each 
lease  executed  hj  the  agents,  their  shall  he  enti- 
tled to  receiTe  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  to  be  paid 
by  the  lessee^  respectively. 

Sec.  5.  AndbeUJurtkerenaeUd,  That  erery 
lease  which  mar  be  granted  in  virtue  of  thb  act 
shall  be  limited  to  the  period  of  the  tennination 
of  the  Territorial  form  of  gOTemment  in  the  said 
Territory,  and  shall  cease  to  hare  any  force  or 
effect  after  the  first  day  of  Janoary  next  succeed- 
ing the  esublishment  of  a  State  goTcmment 
therein :  Pranded,  That  outstanding  rents  may 
be  collected,  and  damages  for  waste  or  trespass 
may  be  recovered,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
leases  continued  in  full  force. 

Approved,  January  9, 1815. 


An  Act  to  provide  sdditiftnsi  rsvenues  iw  defraying 
the  corpenaes  of  Oovamment,  and  maintaining  the 
paMie  credit,  bj  laying  a  diiect  tax  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  provide  fer  aaiasring  and  oaUed- 


Be  it  enacted,  ^c^  That  a  direct  tax  of  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars  be  and  is  hereby  annually  laid  upon 
the  United  States ;  and  the  same  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  apportioned  to  the  States,  respectively,  in 
manner  following: 

To  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-three  thoosand  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  six  hundred  and 
thirty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-one 
dotlars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

To  the  Stale  of  Rhode  Island,  sixty-nine  thoo- 
sand four  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  thirty-six 
eeata. 

To  the  State  of  Connecticut,  two  hundred  and 
thiriy-six  thoosand  three  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars  and  forty-two  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Vermont,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
dollars  and  forty-two  cents. 

To  the  State  of  New  York,  eight  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  dol- 
lars and  twenty-four  cents. 

To  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  two  hundred  and 
aeventeen  thoosand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three 
dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  seven  hundred 
and  thirty  thoosand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Delaware,  sixty-four  thousand 
nioety-two  dollars  and  fifty  ceou. 

To  the  Sute  of  Maryland,  three  hundred  and 
three  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  dol- 
lars and  eighty-eight  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Virginia,  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  thoosand  thirty-sixdollars  and  eighty- 
eight  cents. 

To  the  Sute  of  Kentucky,  three  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  dollars  and  fifiy-two  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Ohio,  two  hundred  and  eight 


thousand  three  hoadrcd  ManwdtMmtr.^ 
cents.  ^^^"^ 

To  the  Sute  of  North  Caratiu  h  u^^ 
and  forty  thousand  four  hoadndaiiKrJr^ 
dollars  and  fifty-six  cents.  ^^* 

To  the  Sute  of  TeancsM,  two  ki^  urf 
twenty  thousand,  one  hnadred  isiKitmiM 
dollars  and  tea  cents.  ^^ 

To  the  Sute  of  South  CaitUai,  tim  kau 
and  three  thousand  eight  hoodndaiitadi^ 
and  ninety-six  cents. 

Tothe  SuteofGeoigia,saehndniatfmr. 
nine  thousand  eight  huadnd  tii  m^q 
dollars  and  ninety-eieht  ccati.  Aii 

To  the  Sute  of  Loniaaaa,  iftf « iWn^ 
five  hundred  and  ninety  doUus  aid  tratf^ 
cents. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  UJkrtkermaeitd,  l^bm 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  set,  tke  m  tf  C^ 
gress,  entitled  "An  act  for  ike  laesaattt^ 
collection  of  direct  taxes  tai  istmii  kKs." 
passed  on  the  t  wenty-secoaddtf  of  Jnlf.aMtW 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirtM,iUlietidtk 
same  is  hereby  repealed,  ntept «)  br » the  oa 
respecu  the  collection  districts  tkcraiii^Mf 
esublished  and  defined,  so  faiasikaaerespecis 
internal  duties,  and  so  Cir  as  ike  aae  tepea 
the  appointment  and  quaMoamtfiktolltet' 
ors  and  principal  assessors  deni  ud  ikoeby 
authorized  and  required;  ii all  viid  mpecis, 
so  excepted,  au  aforesaid,  the  nil  kiM  be ud 
continue  in  force  for  the  ponMiQtibKi. 
Pnmded  always^  That,  for  BttisKiidesBpki- 
ing  the  assessment  and  coUeciiMof  tkeiimtm 
laid  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  G<iiCRs.euk  -Ai 
act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  vitkiiiieri.- 
ted  Sutes,"  passed  on  the  seeosddaTo^AHst 
one  thoosand  eight  hnadied and  tknteeatkui 
first-mentioned  act  of  Coogresssbailkudc* 
tinue  in  full  force,  anything  La  thistettotk 
contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notvitimidiV'  . 

Sbc.3.  AndUUfiaiheremM,U^^ 
the  principal  aasesson  heretofore  iffm^ 
hereafter  appointed,  shall  diride  his  im<^\ 
a  convenient  number  of  districts,  vitkii  act ^ 
which  he  shall  appoint  one  respectable fne^ 
to  be  assistant  assessor:  Pnmdd^lU^^ 
reury  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  and  b  toes! 
authorized  to  reduce  the  anaaber  oftfeaeo 
districts,  in  any  collection  district,  in  u]  Sii;i 
if  the  number  shall  appear  to  bim  to)Kti»^ 
And  the  principal  assessora,  respeetiTelf,ii'fl[=^ 
assistant  assessor,  so  anpolnted  aadactqrtf^^ 
appointment,  shall,  before  he  eaten  osS'-''! 
of  his  appointment  under  thb  act,  tab i^^:^ 
scribe  before  some  competent  magistitf^'^ 
collector  of  the  direct  ux  and  iii\a^^^' 
(who  is  hereby  empowered  to  adoB*« - 
same,)  the  following  oath  or  airnitioB't^' 

"  I, ,  do  swear  (or  affirm,a5  ihecisef 

that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  mj  koowledgts&^^ 
judgment,  diligently  and  faithfoliy  exe^, 
oflSee  and  duties  of  principal  assessor  (orJ^ 
assessor,  as  the  case  may  be)  for(Dami^;^ 
irict,)  without  favor  or  partiality  j  ^JM^^j 
do  equal  right  and  justice  in  every  casei**^ 
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shall  act  as  principal  assessor  (or  assistant  asses- 
sor, as  the  case  may  be.")  And  a  certificate  of 
sueh^oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
collector  of  the  district  for  which  snch  .assessor 
shall  be  appointed ;  and  every  prioejpal  or  assist- 
ant assessor  acting  in  the  said  office,  without 
baviog  taken  the  said  oath  or  affirma^on,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars — one  moiety 
to  the  U9e  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  to 
him  who  shall  first  sne  for  the  same — to  be  recov- 
ered, with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  com- 
petent jurisdiction. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enaetedf  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  establish  reg* 
ulations  suitable  and  necessarjr  for  carrying  this 
act  into  eflect  i  which  regulations  shall  be  bind- 
ing on  each  principal  assessor  and  his  assbtants, 
in  the  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  or 
under  this  act ;  and  shall  also  frame  instructions 
for  the  said  principal  assessors  and  their  assistants: 
pursuant  to  whicn  instructions  the  said  principal 
assessors  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  February  next^ 
direct  and  cause  the  several  assistant  assesors  in 
the  district  to  inquire  after  and  concerning  all 
lands,  lots  of  ground,  with  their  improvements, 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  made  liable  to  tas^a- 
tion  under  this  act,  by  reference  as  well  to  any 
lists  of  assessment  or  collection  taken  under  the 
laws  of  the  respective  States,  as  to  any  other  re- 
cords or  documentSi  and  by  all  other  ways  and 
means,  and  to  value  and  enumerate  the  said  ob- 
jects of  taxation,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this 
act,  and  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  and 
instroctions  above-mentioned.  And  it  shall  be 
further  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  direct  all  errors  committed  in  the  assessment, 
valuation,  and  tax  lists,  or  in  the  collection  there- 
of, heretofore  or  hereafter  made  in  the  valua- 
tion, assessment,  and  tax  lists,  of  the  direct  tax, 
laid  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 
the  United  States,"  and  also,  all  such  errors  as 
may,  from  time  to  time,  be  committed  in  the  as- 
sess ment,  valuation,  and  tax  lists,  or  in  the  col- 
lection thereof,  as  may  hereafter  be  made  in 
the  aasessment  of  the  direct  tax  by  this  act 
laid,  to  be  corrected,  in  such  form,  and  upon  such 
evidence,  as  the  said  Secretary  shall  prescribe 
and  approve. 

Ssc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  direct  tax,  laid  by  this  act,  shall  be  assess- 
ed and  laid  on  the  value  of  all  lands  and  lots 
of  ground,  'with  their  improvements,  dwelling- 
houses,  and  slaves ;  which  several  articles,  sub- 
ject to  taxation,  shall  be  enumerated  and  valued 
i>y  the  respective  assessors  at  the  rate  eacb  of 
theai  is  worth  in  money:  Provided^  Aoisewr, 
That  all  property,  of  whatever  kind,  coming 
within  any  of  the  foregoing  descriptions,  and  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  or  any  State,  or 
CeroEianently  or  specially  exempted  from  taxation 
y  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein  the  same  may 
be  situated,  existing  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  this  act,  shall  be  exempted  from  tbe-auMresaid 
enumeration  and  valuation,  and  from  the  direct 
tajt  aforesaid :  Andpramded^aieOj  That  nothing 


herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  exempt 
from  enumeration  and  valuation^  and  the  pay- 
ment.of  the  direct  tax,  any  public  lands  which 
heretofore  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  sold 
in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Louisiana,  under  any 
law  of  the  United  States,  the  compact  between 
the  United  States  and  the  said  States  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanditig. 

Ssc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
respective  assistant  assessors  shall,  immediatdy 
after  being  required,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  principal 
assessors,  proceed  through  every  part  of  their 
respective  districts,  and  shall  require  all  persoiis 
owning,  possessing,  or  bavins  the  cere  or  man- 
agement of.  any  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling- 
houses,  or  slaves,  lying  and  being  within  the  CMr 
lection  district  where  they  reside,  and  liable  to  a 
direct  tax  as  aforesaid,  to  deliver  written  lists  of 
the  same,  which  lists  shall  be  made  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  be  directed  by  the  principal  assessor, 
and,  as  far  as  practicable^  conlormably  to  those 
which  may  be  required  for  the  same  purpose 
under  the  authority  of  the  respective  States: 
Provided  atwaysj  nevertheleee,  and  it  is  hereby 
Jitrther  enacted  and  declared,  .That  the  valua- 
ations  and  assessments  heretofore  made  and  com- 
pleted, or  to  be  made  and  completed,  by  virtue 
of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties,"  and  the  said  act  of  CoAgress, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
within  the  United  Slates,"  in  relation  to  the  sev- 
eral States  wherein  the  same  has  been  assessed 
or  is  assessing,  shall  be  and  remain  the  valuations 
and  assessments  for  the  said  States,  respectively, 
subject  only  to  the  revision,  equalization,  and 
apportionnient,  among  the  several  counties  and 
State  districts,  by  the  board  of  principal  assessors 
hereinafter  constituted,  to  be  made  as  is  hereinafter 
directed,  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting 
annually  the  direct  tax  bv  this  act  laid,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  provided,  until  provision  shall  be 
made  by  law  for  altering,  modifying,  or  abolish- 
ing, the  same.  And  the  principal  assessors,  in 
the  said  several  States  wherein  a  direct  tax  has 
heretofore  been  assessed  as  aforesaid,  shall,  at  the 
tima  and  times  herein  and  hereby  prescribed 
for  making  the  valuation  and  assessment  in  the 
States  wherein  a  direct  tax  has  not  heretofore 
been  assessed,  (in  consequence  of  the  legislative 
assumption  or  the  quotas  of  the  direct  Ux  bv  such 
States,  respectively,)  proceed  to  revise,  and  shall 
revise,  their  several  and  respective  valuations, 
assessmenu,  and  tax  lists,  correcting  therein  all 
errors,  and  supplying  all  omissions,  which  have 
been  or  shall  be  therein  discovered  and  ascer- 
tained. And  in  making  the  said  revisal  as  afore- 
said, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  principal 
to  inquire  and  ascertain  what  transfers 


and  changes  of  property  in  lands,  lots  of  ground, 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  have  been  made  ana 
effected,  since  the  time  of  the  original  valuation 
and  assiessment  aforesaid  ;  and  also  what  changes 
of  residents  and  non-residents  have  occurred ;  and 
also  what  slaves  have  been  born,  or  have  died» 
or  have  runaway,  or  become  ptherwiM  luelesa ; 
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and  also  what  houses,  or  other  improrements  of 
real  estate,  have  been  boroed  or  otherwise  de- 
stroyed ;  and  thereapon  to  make  such  chaoges, 
additions,  or  reductions,  in  the  said  valuations 
and  assessments,  respeetivelf,  as  truth  and  justice 
shall  require.  And«  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  said  rerisal  as  aforesaid,  of  the*  said  valua- 
tions, assessments,  and  tax  lists,  the  principal 
assessors  shall  take  and  pursue  all  lawAil  mea- 
suf  es,  by  the  examination  of  records,  by  the  in- 
formation of  the  parties  in  writing,  or  by  any 
other  satisfactory  evidence  or  proof.  Aod^  in 
ease  of  any  alteration  made  upon  such  revisal, 
aflecting  the  property  or  interests  of  any  person, 
80  as  to  charge  such  person  with  any  greater 
amount  of  tax,  or  to  transfer  the  charge  of  the 
tax  from  one  person  to  another  person,  there  shall 
be  the  like  proceedings  as  is  hereb  provided  in 
the  case  of  appeals  upon  an  original  assessment. 
And  the  principal  assessors,  after  hearing  such 
appeals,  snail  proceed  to  make  out  and  to  deliver 
revised  lists  or  their  val*  ations  and  assessmenu, 
respectively,  to  the  board  of  principal  assessors, 
to  be  constituted  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned. 
And  thereupon,  the  said  board  of  principal  assess- 
ors shall  proceed  in  the  like  manner  as  is  here- 
inafter provided  in  the  case  of  an  original  assess- 
ment, submitted  to  the  said  board  of  principal 
assessors,  for  the  purpose  of  an  equalization  aud 
apportionment  of  the  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid 
to  and  among  the  counties  and  State  districts  of 
the  States,  restpectively. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  owning,  pos8e8sinff,or  having  the  care  or 
management  of.  property  liable  to  a  direct  tax,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  not  be  prepared  to  exhibit  a  writ- 
ten list  when  required  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  eon- 
sent  to  disclose  the  particulars  of  any  and  all 
the  land  and  lots  of  ground,  with  their  improve- 
ments, dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  taxable  as 
aforesaid,  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  the 
doty  of  the  oflScer  to  make  such  list,  which,  be- 
in^  distinctly  read  and  consented  to,  shall  be  re- 
ceived as  the  list  of  such  person. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  Jiuiher  enacted^  That  if  any 
such  person  shall  deliver  or  dicelose  to  any  as- 
sessor appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  re- 
Jjuirinff  a  list  or  lists,  as  aforesaid,  any  (ki^e  or 
raudulent  list,  with  intent  to  defeat  or  evade  the 
valuation  or  enumeration  hereby  intended  to  be 
made,  such  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof 
convicted,  before  any  court  naving  competent 
jurisdiction,  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  and  i)hall  pay  all  costs  and  charges  of  pros- 
ecution ;  and  the  valuation  and  enumeration  re- 
quired by  this  act,  shall,  In  all  such  cases,  be  made 
as  aforesaid,  upon  lists  according  to  the  form  above 
described,  to  be  made  out  by  the  assessors,  res^iect- 
Ively,  which  lists  the  said  assessors  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  make,  according  to 
the  best  information  they  can. obtain;  and  for 
the  purpoiie  of  making  which  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  enter  inio  and  upon  all  and  singular 
the  premises,  respectively,  and  from  the  valuation  I 
and  enumeration  so  made  there  ahdil  be  noappeah  | 


Sbc.  ^.  And  be  U  Jwrtho'  tnH  TbLii 
ease-any  person  ahaU  be  absent  int^^^ 
residence  at  the  time  an  assessor  ibddrtoK. 
ceive  the  list  of  such  person,  itsiiilHe,i^j|j,- 
of  such  assessor  to  leave,  at  the  hotteQtf)i^f> 
residence  of  such  person,  a  wri(KiDoi(««||. 
orandum,  requiring  him  to  present  to  nci^ 
aessor  the  list  or  lists  reqaired  bythbicLffnki 
ten  days  from  the  date  of  tnch  note  or  okq^ 
random. 

Sbc.  10.  AndbeUJMhermukiMm 
person,  on  being  notified  or  reqvireda^iraJ 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  gire  inch  kv'jKtt 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  required  \\^t^ 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  for  lie »» 
ment  district  within  which  toebpeimdiiliR. 
side,  and  be  is  hereby  authorized  ud  itqiini 
to  enter  into  and  upon  the  lands, dwdiio;^ 
and  premises,  if  it  be  necessary, of  aei^ 
so  refusing  or  neglecting,  and  to  ■ike.iemdi^ 
to  the  best  information  which  he  cu«liiui,iii 
on  his  own  view  and  ioformitioD,iQeiilissgfik 
lands  and  lota  of  ground,  with  their  inpnirainit, 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  ovned  or  poanai 
or  under  the  care  or  managemeotofnckjMm, 
as  are  required  by  thiaaci;  vhidiliiii,toDi^ 
and  subscribed  by  such 


sliillkiiia 


and  reputed  as  good  and  solEeiMiiiieoffAe 
persons  and  property  for  whieftiseipmNiito 
be  uxed  for  the  purposes  of  thiiiet:  udtbepv- 
son  so  failing  or  neglectiog,  n\»  a  cw  of 
sickness  or  absence  from  bome^MMm^^ 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ooe  hosdrcd  ^oilia 
to  he  recovered,  for  the  oseofiheUoittdSiiKi 
with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  bariagooapeiHt 
jurisdiction. 

Sec.  11.  AndbeitfiuikereMdd,  Tbuilfr 
ever  there  shall  be,  in  any  assessmeoiiiittiei,a| 
property,  lands,  and  lotsofgrouDd,dvellufiMB 
or  slaves,  not  owned  or  possessed  bjfjOruderik 
care  or  management  oi  any  periofi « F'"'' 
within  such  dihtrict,and  liable  to  be  tu^siiffe- 
aaid,and  no  list  of  which  shall  be  trtvaH^ttW 
principal  assessor  in  the  maoDerproTidcA^^ 
act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  wxsnkm 
dibtrict,  and  he  is  hereby  aothortfedsodrtqus, 
to  enter  into  and  upon  the  red  ff^M^ 
neceasary,  and  take  such  view  iiwi»* 
the  alaves,  of  which  lisu  are  reqiiiRij»* 
make  lists  of  the  same,  according  to  diewaFJ 
acribed  by  this  act ;  which  lists,  being  »^ 
by  the  said  assessor,  shall  be  taken  u^J^P 
as  good  and  suflicient  lisu  of  soeh  pro^  "*  i 
der  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  ict. 

Sbc.  la  Aind  be U further wiMJli^^i 
owners,  possessors,  or  persons,  b>^<<V'''^' 
management  of  lands,  lots  of  groaod.^Q'f 
houses,  and  slaves,  not  lying  or  being  vi^^*'! 
aKsesbmeiit  district  in  which  they  ^'^ 
permitted  to  make  out  and  deiirertbeli^'''^ 
r<rquired  by  this  act,  provided  ihetsi««*'' 
trict  in  which  the  said  objeeu^of  taiao« ^ 
be,  is  therein  distinctly  stated,  at  iheuv*^ 
the  manner  prescribed,  (o  the  •lessor f' 
sesmeat  district   wherein  such  P^RC^T 
Audit  shall  be  the  dniyof  theassistuit*^ 
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in  all  such  cases,  to  transmit  sach  lists,  at  the 
time  aod  in  the  noiaoner  prescribed  for  the  trans- 
miysioQ  of  the  lists  of  the  objects  of  taxation  Ijr- 
ing  and  beioff  within  their  respective  assessment 
districts,  to  the  principal  assessor  of  their  collec- 
tion district,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  transmit 
them  to  the  principal  assessor  of  the  collection 
district  wherein  the  said.objects  of  taxation  shall 
lie  or  be,  immediately  after  the  recei^  thereof, 
aod  tbe  said  lists  shall  be  valid  and  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  of  this  act ;  and  on  the  delivery  of 
every  such  list,  the  person  making  and  deliveriiig 
the  same  sh^i  par  to  tbe  assisunt  assessor  one 
doU&r;  one-hair  whereof  he  shall  retain  to  his  own 
use,  and  the  other  half  thereof  he  shall  pay  over 
to  the  principal  assessor  of  the  district,  for  the  use 
of  such  principal  assessor. 

Sec.  13.  Andiht  it  fiaiher  enacted.  That  the 
lists  aforesaid  shall  be  taken  with  reference  to  the 
day  fixed  for  that  purpose  by  this  act  as  aforesaid ; 
and  tbe  assistant  assessors,  respectively,  after  col- 
lecting the  said  lists,  shall  proceed  to  arraoffe  the 
same,  and  to  make  two  general  lists ;  the  first  of 
which  shall  exhibit,  in  alphabetical .  order,  the 
names  of  all  persons  liable  to  pay  a  tax  under  this 
act,  residing  within  the  assessment  district,  to- 
gether with  the  value  and  assessment  of  the  ob 
jects  liable  to  taxation  within  such  district,  for 
which  each  such  person  is  liable,  and,  whenever 
so  required  by  the  principal  assessor,  the  amount 
of  direct  tax  payable  by  each  person,  on  such  ob- 
jects, under  tne  State  laws  imposing  direct  taxes: 
and  the  second  list  shall  exhibit,  in  alphabetical 
order,  the  names  of  ail  persons  residing  out  of  the 
collection  district,  owners  of  property  within  the 
district,  together  with  the  value  and  assessment 
thereof,  or  the  amount  of  direct  tax  due  thereon, 
as  aforesaid.    The  forms  of  the  said  general  lists 
shall  be  devised  and  prescribed  by  the  principal 
assessor ;  and  lists  taken  according  to  such  form 
shall  be  made  out  by  the  assistant  assessors,  and 
delivered  to  the  principal  assessor,  within  sixtv 
days  after  the  day  fixed  by  this  act,  as  aforesaid, 
requiring  lists  from  individuals.    And  if  any  as- 
sistant assessor  shall  fail  lo  perform  any  doty  as- 
signed by  this  act,  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
his  precept,  warrant,  or  other  legal  instructions, 
not   being  prevented  therefrom  by  sickness,  or 
other  unavoidable  accident,  every  such  assessor 
shall  be  discharged  from  office;  and  shall,  more- 
over^ forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
recovered,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  with 
cost  of  suit. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  im- 
mediately after  the  valuations  and  enumerations 
shall  have  been  completed,  as  aforesaid,  the  prin- 
cipal assessor  in  each  collection  district  shall,  by 
advertisement  in  some  public  newspaper,  if  any 
there  be  in  such  district,  and  bf  written  notifica- 
tions, to  be  publicly  posted  up,  in  at  least  four  of 
the  most  public  places,  in  each  assessment  dis- 
trict, advertise  all  persons  concerned,  of  the  place 
where  the  said  lists,  valuations,  and  enumerations 
may  be  seen  and  examined;  and  that,  durinjr 
twenty-five  days  after  the  publication  of  the  nou- 


fications  as  aforesaid,  appeals  will  be  received  and 
determined  by  him,  relative  to  any  erroneous  or 
excessive  valuations  or  enumerations  by  tbe  as- 
sessor. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  principal 
assessor  in  each  collection  district,  during  twentv« 
five  days  after  the  date  of  publication,  to  be  maoe 
as  aforesaid,  to  submit  the  proceedings  of  the  as- 
sessors, and  tbe  lists  by  them  received,  or  taken 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  inspection  of  any  and  all  per- 
sons who  shall  apply  for  that'  purpose ;  and  the 
said  principal  assessors  are  hereby  authorized  to 
receive,  hear,  and  determine,  in  a  summary  way, 
accordin|[  to  law  and  right,  upon  anj  and  all  ap- 
peals which  may  be  exhibited  against  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  assessors :  Pronided^  aliMtj/$f 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  princi^l  asses- 
sors to  advertise  and  attend  two  successive  days 
of  tbe  said  twenty -five,  at  the  coutt-house  of  each 
county  within  his  assessment  district,  there  to 
receive  and  determine  upon  the  appeals  aforesaid : 
And  provided,  o/tM^,  That  the  question  to  be 
determined  by  the  principal  assessor,  on  an  appeal 
respecting  the  varaation  of  property,  shall  be, 
whether  the  valuation  complahsed  of  be,  or  be 
not,  in  a  just  relation  or  proportion  to  other  valu- 
ations in  the  same  assessment  district.  And  all 
appeals  to  the  principal  assessors,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  made  in  writing,  and  shall  specify  the  par^ 
ticular  cause,  matter,  or  thlnff,  respecting  which  a 
decision  is  requested,  and  shall,  moreover,  state 
the  eround  or  principle  of  inequality  or  error 
complained  of.  And  the  principal  assessor  shall 
have  power  to  re-examine  and  equalize  the  valu- 
ations, as  shall  appear  just  and  equitable;  but  no 
valuation  shall  be  increased,  without  a  previoua 
notice  of  at  least  five  days  to  the  party  interested, 
to  appear  and  object  to  the  same,  if  he  judge 
proper;  which  notice  shall  be  given  by  a  note  m 
writing,  to  be  left  at  the  dwelling-hoose  of  the 
partv,  by  such  assessor  as  the  principal  assesaor 
shall  designate  for  that  purpose. 

Sec  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when- 
ever a  county  or  State  district  shall  contain  more 
than  one  assessment  district,  the  principal  assessor 
shall  have  power,  on  examination  of  tbe  lists  ren- 
dered by  the  assistant  assessors,  accojrding  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  to  revise,  adjust,  and  equal- 
ize the  valuation  of  lands  and  lots  of  ground,  with 
their  improvements,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaveSi 
between  such  assessment  districts,  by  deducting 
from,  or  adding  to,  either,  such  a  rate  per  centum 
as  shall  appear  just  and  equitable. 

Sec  1(L  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
principal  assessor  shall,  immediately  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time  for  hearing  and  deciding  ap- 
peals, make  out  correct  lists  of  the  valuation  and 
enumeration  in  each  asacbsment  district,  and  de- 
liver the  same  to  the  board  of  principal  assessors 
hereinafter  conatitoted,  in  and  for  the  States,  re- 
spectively. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tbe  prin- 
cipal assessors,  in  each  State,  to  convene,  in 
general  meeting,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall 
be  appointed  and  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  And  the  said  principal  assessors,  or  m 
majority  of  them,  so  convened,  shall  constitute^ 
and  they  are  hereby  constitutedi  a  board  of  prin- 
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cipal  assessors  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  and 
shall  make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  to  them  shall  appear  necessarj  for  carry- 
ins  such  purposes  into  effect,  not  being  mconsistent 
with  this  act,  or  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  board  of  principal  assessors,  convened  and 
organized  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  appoint  a 
suitable  person  or  persons,  to  be  their  clerk  or 
clerks,  who  shsJl  hold  his  or  their  office,  or  offices, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  board  of  principal  as- 
sessors, and  whose  dutv  it  shall  be  to  receive, 
record,  and  preserve  all  tax  lists,  returns,  and 
other  documents,  delivered  and  made  to  the  said 
board  of  principal  assessors,  and  who  shall  take 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  (if  conscientiously  scru- 
pulous of  taking  an  oatn,)  faithfully  to  discharge 
&is  or  their  trust ;  and  in  default  of  taking  such 
oath  or  affirmation,  previous  to  entering  on  the 
duties  of  such  appointment,  or  on  failure  to  per- 
form any  part  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  or 
them,  respectively,  by  this  aqi,  he  or  they  shall, 
respectively,  forfeit  and  pav  tne  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  the  use  or  the  United  States,  to 
be  recovered  in  any  court  having  competent  jn- 
lisdiction,  and  shall  also  be  removed  from  office. 

8so.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  clerks  to  record  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  board  of  principal  asses- 
sors, and  to  enter  on  the  record  the  names  of  such 
of  the  principal  assessors  as  shall  attend  any  gen- 
eral meeting  of  the  board  of  principal  assessors 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act.  And  if  any  principal 
assessor  shall  fail  to  attend  such  general  meeting, 
his  absence  shall  be  noted  on  the  said  record,  and 
he  shall,  for  every  day  he  may  be  absent  tfiere- 
from,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States.  And  if  any  prin- 
cipal assessor  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  furnish  the 
said  board  of  principal  assessors,  with  the  lists  of 
valuation  and  enumeration  of  each  assessment 
district  within  his  collection  district,  within  three 
days  after  the  time  appointed^  as  aforesaid,  for 
such  general  meeting  oi  the  said  board  of  princi- 
pal assessors,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  moreover  shall  forfeit  his  compensa- 
tion as  principal  assessor.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  said  board  of  principal 
assessors  to  certify,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, an  extract  of  the  minutes  of  the  board, 
showing  such  failures  or  neglect,  which  shall  be 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  forfeiture  of  such  com- 
pensation, to  all  intents  and  purposes:  Provided, 
always,  That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  exonerate  such  principal 
assessor  or  assessors  from  the  forfeiture  of  the  said 
compensation,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  to  him  shall 
appear  just  and  equitable. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
said  board  of  principal  assessors  shall  not,  within 
three  days  after  the  first  meeting  thereof,  as  afore- 
said, be  furnished  with  all  the  lists  of  valuation 
of  the  several  counties  and  State  districts  of  any 
State  or  Slates,  they  shall,  nevertheless,  proceed 
to  make  out  the  equalization  and  apportionment 


by  this  act  directed,  and  they  shall  sss^o  rosDck 
counties  and  State  districts,  the  valntion  lists  ot 
which  shall  not  have  been  farnished^iach  raJaa- 
tion  as  they  shall  deem  just  and  ri^hl;  tod  the 
valoation  thus  made  to  such  counUes  ud  Stale 
districts,  by  the  board  of  principal  asseason.  ihall 
be  final,  and  the  proper  quota  of  direct  ax  usU 
be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  imposed  thefcoa 
accordingly. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tkst  ii 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  pnacip^ 
assessors,  diligently  and  carefulljr  to  csnaiferiatf 
examine  the  ssid  lists  of  valoatioo,  as  vdlii  re- 
lation to  the  States  which  have  been  heaaxhst 
assessed,  as  in  relation  to  the  States  wbick  kin 
not  been  heretofore  assessed,  for  the  direct  tufe 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hood  red  aod  foir- 
teen,  and  they  shall  have  power  to  revise,  adjust, 
and  equalize  the  valuation  of  property  in  uj 
county  or  State  district,  by  adding  ihereio.  or  de- 
ducting therefrom,  such  a  rate  per  cestan  ss 
shall  render  the  valoation  of  the  several  counties 
and  State  districts  just  and  equiuble:  Prosided^ 
The  relative  valuation  of  property  in  the  sane 
county  shall  not  be  changed,  unless  maai/est  error 
or  imj>erfection  shall  appear  in  an v  of  the  U$ts  d 
valuation,  in  which  case  the  said  boarif  ofpriaci- 
pal  assessors  shall  have  power  to  coned  tkesame^ 
as  to  them  shall  appear  jast  sodngbL  And  ii,  in 
consequence  of  any  revisal,  chaage,and  alteraiioa 
of  the  said  valuation,  any  inequuii^  shall  be  pro- 
duced in  the  apportionment  of  the  sai4  dii«eiiix 
to  the  several  States,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
the  same  to  Congress,  to  the  intent  that  provisios 
may  be  made  by  law^  for  rectifying  sack  ine- 
quality. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That,  it 
soon  as  the  said  board  of  principal  assesMis  shak 
have  completed  the  adjustment  and  eqoiiizsxjM 
of  the  valuation  aforesaid,  they  shall  yneerd  to 
apportion  to  each  county  and  Sute  distriex  its 
proper  quota  of  direct  tax,  and  they  shall  k|  the 
same  upon  all  the  subjects  of  direct  taxai'oa 
herein  prescribed,  within  their  respective  eoofltics 
and  State  districts,  according  to  the  pcovtooas  af 
this  act,  so  as  to  raise  upon  each  coanty  or  Siatf 
district,  a  quota  of  taxes  bearing  the  same  prepay 
tion  to  the  whole  direct  tax  imposed  ontheSa*«e, 
as  the  valuation  of  such  county  or  State  distrv: 
bears  to  the  valuation  of  the  State.  And  the  suz 
board  of  principal  assessors  shall,  withia  iwtsrf 
days  after  the  time  appointed  by  the  Secreorr^ 
the  Treasury  for  their  first  meetiog,  coa^Jecr  the 
said  aoportionment,  and  shall  record  the  same; 
they  shall  thereupon  further  deliver  to  each  prii- 
cipal  assessor  a  certificate  of  such  apporUoameBt 
together  with  the  seneral  lists  by  the  mincip^ 
assessors  respectively  presented  to  the  board  r 
aforesaid,  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  i: 
Treasury  a  certificate  of  the  apportionmee:  •: 
them  made  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  principai  sr 
sors,  respectively,  shall  thereupon  proceed  ^^ 
vise  their  respective  lists,  and  alter  and  aa^^e 
same  in  all  respects  conformable  to  tVi^^t- 
tionment  aforesaid  by  the  said  board  of  pacipal 
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assessofs^;  and  the  said  principal  assessors,  re- 
'  specCirely,  shall  make  oQt  lists  eontainixiff  the 
sums  payable,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  apon  every  object  of  taxation  in  and  for  each 
collection  district ;  which  lists  shall  contain  the 
name  of  each  person  residing  within  the  said  dis- 
trict, owning,  or  having  the  care  or  superintend- 
ence of,  property  lying  within  the  snid  district, 
which  is  liable  to  the  said  tax,  when  such  person 
or  persons  are  known,  together  witb  the  sums 
payable  bj  each ;  and  where  there  is  any  prop- 
erty within  any  collection  district,  liable  to  the 
payment  of  the  said  tax,  not  owned  or  occupied 
oy  or  under  the  superintendence  of  any  person 
resident  therein,  there  shall  be  a  separate  list  of 
such  property,  specifying  the  sum  payable,  and 
the  names  of  the  respective  proprietors,  where 
known.  And  the  said  principal  assessors  shall 
furnish,  to  the  collector  of  the  several  collection 
districts  respectively,  within  thirty-five  days  after 
the  apportionment  is  completed  as  aforesaid,  a 
certified  copy  of  such  list  or  lists  for  their  proper 
collection  aistricts.  And  in  default  of  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  enjoined  on  the  board  of  asses- 
sors and  principal  assessors,  respective] v,  by  this 
section,  they  shall,  severally  and  individually, 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States^  to  be  recovered  in 
any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction:  And  it 
u  hereby  enacted  and  declared^  That  the  valua- 
tion, assessment,  equalization,  and  apportionment, 
made  by  the  said  board  of  principal  assessors,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and 
operation  for  laying,  levying,  and  collecting, 
yearly  and  every  year,  the  annual  direct  tax  by 
this  act  laid  and  imposed,  until  altered,  modified, 
or  abolished  by  law. 

Sec  32.  Andbeitjurtherenaeted^  That  each 
collector,  on  receiving  a  list  as  aforesaid,  from  the 
said  principal  assessors,  respectively,  shall  sub- 
scribe three  receipts,  one  of  which  shall  be  ffiven 
on  a  full  and  correct  copy  of  such  list,  which  list 
shall  be  delivered  by  him  to.  and  shall  remain 
with,  the  principal  assessor  of  his  collection  dis- 
trict, and  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any 
person  who  may  apply  to  inspect  the  same,  and 
the  other  two  receipts  shall  be  given  on  aggre- 
gate statements  of  the  lists  aforesaid,  exhibiting 
the  gross  amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  each 
county  or  State  district  contained  in  the  collec- 
tion district,  one  of  which  aggregate  statements 
and  receipts  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary, 
and  the  other  to  the  Comptroller,  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  each 
collector,  before  receiving  any  list,  as  aforesaid, 
for  collection,  shall  give  bond,  with  one  or  more 
good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  amount  of 
the  taxes  assessed  in  the  collection  .district,  for 
which  he  has  been  or  may  be  appointed,  which 
bond  shall  be  payable  to  the  United  States,  with 
condition  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  office,  according  to  )%w,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  due  collection  and  payment  of 
all  moneys  assessed  upon  such  district ;  and  the 


said  bond  shall  be  transmitted  to;  and  deposited 
in,  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury : 
Provided  always^  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  deemed  to  annul,  or  in  anywise  to  im- 
pair, the  obligation  of  the  bond  heretofore  given 
by  any  collector ;  but  the  same  shall  be  and  re- 
main in  full  force  and  virtue,  anything  in  this  act 
to  the  coiurary  thereof,  in  any  wise,  notwith- 
standing. 

Sbo.  24.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  the 
annual  amount  of  taxes  so  assessed,  shall  be  and  re- 
main a  lien  upon  all  lands  and  other  real  estate,aikd 
all  slaves,  of  the  individuals  who  may  be  assessed 
for  the  same,  during  two  years  after  the  time  it 
shall  annually  become  due  and  payable ;  and  the 
said  lien  shall  extend  to  each  and  every  part  of 
all  tracts  or  lots  of  land,  or  dwelling-houses,  not- 
withstanding the  same  may  have  been  divided  or 
alienated  in  part. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
collector  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  an  in- 
strument of  writing  under  his  hand  and  aea]|  ai^ 
many  deputies  as  he  may  think  proper,  assi^ing 
to  each  deputy^  by  that,  instroment  of  Anting, 
such  portion  of  his  collection  district  as  he  may 
think  proper,  and  also  to  revoke  tjie  powers  of  any 
deputy,  ffiving  public  notice  thereof  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  district  ae^gned  to  such  deputy ;  aad 
such  deputy  shall  have  the  like  authority,  in  eve- 
ry respect,  to  collect  the  direct  tax,  so  assessed 
within  the  portion  of  the  district  assigned  to  him,' 
which  is  by  this  act  vested  in  the  cdlector  liim* 
self;  but  each  collector  shall,  in  every  respect,  be 
responsible,  both  to  the  United  States  and  to  in- 
dividuals, as  the  case  may  be,  for  all  moneys 
collected,  and  for  every  act  done,  as  deputy  col- 
lector, by  any  of  his  deputies,  whilst  aetinc  as 
such :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  prevent  any  collector  from  collecting,  him- 
self, the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  tax  so  assessed, 
and  payable  in  his  district. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  eack 
of  the  said  collectors,  or  his  deputies,  shall,  within 
ten  days  aAer  receiving  his  collection  list  from 
the  principal  assessors,  respectively,  as  aforesaid, 
and,  annually,  within  ten  days  after  he  shall  be 
so  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
advertise,  in  one  newspaper  printed  in  his  collec- 
tion district,  if  any  there  be,  and  by  notifications 
to  be  posted  op  in  at  least  four  public  places  in 
his  collection  district,  that  the  said  tax  has  become 
due  and  payable,  and  state  the  tiipes  and  places 
at  which  he  or  they  will  attend  to  receive  the 
same,  which  shall  be  within  twenty  days  after 
such  notification;  and,  with  respect  to  persons 
who  shall  not  attend,  according  to  such  notifica- 
tions, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  collector,  in 
person  or  by  deputy,  to  apply  once,  at  their  Re- 
spective dwellings,  withif  such  district,  and  there 
demand  the  taxes  payable  by  such  persons,  which 
application  shall  be  made  within  sixty  days  after 
the  receipt  of  the  collection  lists,  as  aforesaid,  or 
after  the  receipt  of  the  requisition  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  collect- 
ors; and  if  the  said  taxes  shall  not  be  then  paid, 
or  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  it  shall  be  law- 
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fal  for  such  ealleccor,  or  bis  depatles,  to  proceed 
to  collect  the  said  taxes  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  of  the  persons  delio- 
quentj  as  aforesaid.  And,  in  case  of  such  distress, 
it  sbaii  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  charged  with 
the  collection,  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  an 
account  of  the  goods  or  chattels  which  may  be 
distrained,  a  copy  of  which,  siffoed  by  the  officer 
making  such  distress,  shall  be  left  with  the  owner 
or  possessor  of  soeb  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  or 
at  bis  or  her  dwelling,  with  a  note  of  the  sum 
demanded,  and  the  time  and  place  of  sale;  and 
the  said  officer  shall  forthwith  cause  a  notification 
to  be  publicly  posted  up  at  two  of  the  taverns 
nearest  the  residence  of  the  person  whose  prop- 
erty shall  be  distraioed,  or  at  the  court-house  of 
the  same  county,  if  not  more  than  ten  miles  dis- 
tant, which  notice  shall  specify  the  articles  dis- 
trained, and  the  time  and  place  proposed  for  the 
aaie  thereof,  which  time  shall.not  be  less  than 
ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  notification,  and 
the  i^ace  proposed  for  sale  not  more  than  five 
miles  distant  from  the  place  of  making  such  dis- 
tress :  Frandedf  That,  in  any  case  of  distress,  for 
the  payment  of  the  duties  aforesaid^  the  goods, 
ehatteis,  or  effects,  so  distrained,  shall  and  may 
be  restored  to  the  owner  or  possessor,  if,  prior  to 
the  sale  thereof,  payment,  or  tender  thereof,  shall 
be  made  to  the  proper  officer  charged  with  the 
eoUecUon,  of  the  full  amount  demanded,  together 
with  such  fee  for  leryiog,  and  such  sum  for  the 
necessary  and  reasonable  expense  of  removing 
mod  keeping  the  goods,  chatteb.  or  eSeets,  so  dts- 
trained,  as  may  be  allowed  in  like  cases  by  the 
laws  or  practice  of  the  State  wherein  the  distress 
shall'  have  been  made ;  but,  in  case  of  non-pay- 
ment or  tender  as  aforesaid,  the  said  officer  shall 
proceed  to  sell  the  said  good8.chatte)s,  or  effects,  at 
public  auction,  and^all  ana  may  retain  from  the 
j^roeeeds  of  such  sale,  the  amount  demandable  for 
the  use  of  the  United  Skates,  with  the  necessary 
and  reasonable  expenses  of  distress  and  sale,  and 
a  commission  of  nve  per  centum  thereon,  for  his 
own  use,  rendering  the  overplus,  if  any  there  be, 
to  the  person  whose  goods,  chattels,  or  effects, 
shall  have  been  distrained:  Provided,  That  it 
shall  .not  be  lawful  to  make  distress  of  the  tools 
or  implements  of  a  trade  or  profession,  beasts  of 
the  plough  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  im- 
proved lands,  arms,  or  household  furniture,  or  ap- 
parel necessary  for  a  family. 

Skc.27,  And  be  Ufiarther  enacted,  That  when- 
ever goods,  cbaitel&  or  effects,  sufficient  to  satisfy 
any  tax  upon  dwelling-houses  or  lands,  and  their 
improvements,  owned,  occupied,or  superintended, 
by  persons  known  or  residing  within  the  same 
collection  dibtrict,  cannot  be  found,  the  collector 
having  first  advertised  the  same  for  thirty  days  in 
a  newspaper  printed  '^lythin  the  collection  dis- 
trict, if  such  there  be,  and  having  posted  up,  in 
at  least  ten  public  places  within* the  same,  a  no- 
tification of  the  intended  sale,  thirty  days  pre- 
Tious  thereto,  shall  proceed  (o  sell,  at  public  sale, 
so  much  of  the  said  property  as  may  be  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together  with  an 
addition  of  twenty  per  centum  to  the  said  taxes. 


But  in  all  cues  where  the  property Ikw,  ^ , . 
rect  tax  under  this  set,  or  the  stidictof  r 
gross,  entitled  «  Ao  set  to  Isy  lod  wfe.  j:^ 
tax  within  the  United  8utW«fc«WLT 
risible,  so  as  to  enable  the  collector,  WiaLrf 
part  thereof,  to  raise  the  whole  amoQnto(;ii|,t 
with  all  costs,  charges,  snd  commiaioiv  i^' 
whole  of  such  property  shall  be  sold,tQdt^w 
plus  of  the*  proceeds  of  the8ale,tfi^iaiBfti^ 
the  tax,  costs,  charges,  aod  commi88ioBs,t||||L 
paid  to  the  owner  of  the  property,  whbjMl 
representatives,  or  if  he  or  they  ea&Doi  bejg^ 
or  refuse  to  receive  the  same,  then  sock ndii 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Dvii 
States,  to  be  there  held  for  the  oseof  tbeoiK. 
or  his  legal   represenu lives,  antil  he  ot  tb 
shall  make  application  therdfor  totheSiemm 
of  the  Treabury,  who,  upoo  socfa  ippliutiaL 
shall,  by  warrant  on  the  Tretsorer,  cuk  lie 
same  to  be  paid  to  the  applie^i  And  if  i^ 
property  advertised  for  sale  asaforc^eunoi 
be  sold  for  the  a  mono  t  of  theuzdneibm, 
with    the   said    additioDil  twenty  per  ceitia 
thereto,  the  collector  shall  purchuetbesiaeu 
behalf  of  the  Uoiied  Sutes  for  the  laoeoiifoR- 
said:  Provided^  That  theowoer  ornpfriDtni 
ent  of  the  property  aforesaid,  after  the aoieshil 
have  been  as  aforesaid  advertueil  for  alt;  utf 
before  it  shall  have  been  zaviJijsoiiMk 
allowed  to  pay  the  amoQetoftiieaitkerNi, 
with  an  addition  of  ten  per  cestsaoatheaiDe, 
on  the  payment  qf  which  theakQ(\^a\d 
property  shall  not  take  place:  Pmided  ala. 
That  the  owners,  their  heirs,  exeeQtoi!,o( tdna- 
istrators,  or  any  person  on  their  behaltshiU hire 
liberty  to  redeem  the  lands  and  other  piopeit; 
sold  as  aforesaid,  within  two  yean  froa  the liat 
of  sale,  upon  payment  to  the  colleetor,fi»te 
use  of  the  purchaser,  his  heirs,  or  assigovofike 
amount  paid  by  such  purchaser,  with  iitefsi^ 
the  same,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  eeiiui  per 
«nnum ;  and  no  deed  shall  be  pTeaiapssutt 
of  such  sale,  until  the  time  of  redemoMiM 
have  expired.    And  the  collector  shiUiatei 
distinct  account  of  the  charges iacnrrediiofiR* 
ing  and  advertising  for  sale  sucbpropen[.iM 
shall  pay  into  the  Treasury  the  sorplu.  if »! 
there  be,  of  the  aforesaid  addition  of  tveitj  pa 
centum,  or  ten  per  centuok,  as  the  esse  atfkt 
after  defraying  the  charges.   And  inereTf  cu 
of  the  sale  of  real  esute,  which  hts  beaaift 
under  the  said  act  of  Congress  for  the  w** 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  kvtmm 
or  which  shall  be  made  under  the  lotbocirtf 
this  act,  by  the  collectors  or  marshals,  isF^ 
ively,  or  their  lawful  deputies,  respecii«l!«"I 
any  other  person  or  persons,  the  deeds  w^^ 
Ute  so  sold  shall  be  prepared,  made,  okw 
and  proved,  or  acknewledfed,  at  t^f,^"'^ 
times  prescribed,  in  this  act,  by  the  collecwv » 
spectively,  within  whose  collection  dbirKi5» 
real  estate  shall  be  situated,  in  soeh  im^^ 
as  shall  be  authorized  and  required  by  iDe> 
of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  lawof  ihe^ 
in  which  shch  real  estate  lies,  for  makuj »j 
cuting,  proving,  and  acknowledging!  ^ 
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bargaia  and  aale,  or  other  cooTefaaees  for  the 
transfer  aod  conveyance  of  real  estate.  And  for 
every  deed,  so  prepared,  made,  execoted,  proved, 
and  acknowledged,  the  purchaner  or  grantee  shall 
pay  to  the  collector  theimai  of  five  dollars  for  the 
use  of  the  collector,  marshal,  or  other  person, 
efiecting  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  thereby  coa^ 
veyed. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it Jwiher  enacted.  That,  with 
respect  to  the  property  lying  within  any  eoUec- 
tioD  district,  not  owned^  or  occupied,  or  soperin- 
tended,  by  some  person  residing  in  suchcoUeciioo 
district,  and  on  which  the  tax  shall  not  have  been 

Said  to  the  collector  within  ninety  days  after  the 
ay  OQ  whi<'h  he  shall  have  received  the  collec- 
tion list  from  the  said  principal  assessors,  respect** 
ively,  as  aforesaid,  or  the  requisition  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  as  aforesaid,  the  collector 
shall  transmit  lists  of  the  same  to  one  of  the  col- 
lectors within  the  same  State,  to  be  designated 
for  that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury:  ana  the  collector,  who  shall  have  been  thus 
designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall 
transmit  receipts  for  all  the  lists  received,  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  collector  transmitting  the  same. 
Aod  the  collectors  thus  designated  in  each  State 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  cause  no- 
tifications of  the  taxes  due  as  aforesaid,  and  con^ 
tained  In  the  lists  thus  transmitted  to  them,  to  be 
published,  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least  one  of  the 
newspapers  published  in  the  State;  aod  the  own- 
ers of  the  property  on  which  such  taxes  may  be 
due,  shall  oe  permitted  to  pay  to  such  collector 
the  said  ux,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  centum 
thereon :  Provided^  That  such  payment  is  made 
within  one  year  after  the  day  dn  which  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  where  such  property  lies, 
had  notified  that  the  tax  had  become  due  on  the 
same. 

Sec.  29.  AxidheU further  enacted^  That  when 
any  tax,  as  aforesaid,  shall  hare  remained  unpaid 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  as  aforesaid,  the  collec- 
tor in  the  State  where  the  property  lies,  and  who 
shall  have  been  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  as  aforesaid,  having  first  advertised 
the  same  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least  one  newspa- 
per in  the  State,  shall  .proceed  to  sell,  at  public 
sale,  80  much  of  the  said  property  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together 
with  an  addition  of  twenty  per  centum  thereon ; 
or  if  such  property  is  not  divisible,  as  aforesaid, 
the  whole  tnereof  shall  be  sold  and  accounted  for 
in  manner  hereinbefore  provided.    If  the  prop- 
erty advertised  for  sale  cannot  be  sold  for  the 
amount  of  the  tax  due  thereon,  with  the  said  ad- 
dition thereon,  the  collector  shall  purchase  the 
same  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  such 
amount  and  addition.    And  the  collector  shall 
render  a  distinct  account  of  the  charges  incurred 
in  offering  and  advertising  for  sale  such  property, 
and  pay  into  the  Treasury  the  surplus,  if  any,  of 
the  aforesaid  addition  of  ten  or  twenty  per  cen- 
tum, as  the  case  may  be,  after  defraying  the  said 
charges. 

Sec.  30.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
collectors,  designated,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  Secre- 


tary of  the  Treasury,  shall  depostte  with  the 
clerks  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Stales, 
in  the  respective  Sutes,  and  within  which  dis- 
trict the  property  lies,  correct  lists  of  the  tracts  of 
land,  or  other  real  property,  sold  by  rirtoe  of  this 
act  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  toj^ether  with  ihe 
names  of  the  owners,  or  preaamed  owners,  or 
the  purchasers,  of  the  same,  at  the  public  sales 
aforesaid,  and  of  the  amount  paid  by  such  pur- 
chasers for  the  same ;  the  owners,  their  heirs,  ex- 
ecutors, or  administrators,  or  any  person  in  their 
behalf,  shall  have  liberty  to  redeem  the  lands  or 
other  property  sold  as  aforesaid,  within  two  years 
from  the  time  of  sale,  iippn  payment,  to  the  cleric 
aforesaid,  for  the  use  or  the  purchaser,  his  heirs, 
or  assigns,  of  the  amount  paid  by  such  purchaser 
for  the  said  land,  or  other  real  property,  with  in<^ 
terest  for  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  and  of  a  comtnissioo  of  five  per 
centum  on  such  payment,  for  the  use  of  rhe  cleric 
aforesaid.  The  clerk  shall,  on  application,  pay 
to  the  pure  teasers  the  money  thus  paid  for  their 
use ;  and  the  collectors,  respectively,  shall  give 
deeds  for  the  lands  or  property  aforesaid,  to  the 
purchasers  entitled  to  the  same,  in  ail  eases  where 
the  same  shall  not  have  been  redeemed  within 
two  years,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  original  owners 
thereof,  or  their  legal  representatives.  And  the 
said  clerks  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
purchaser,  for  his  own  use,  the  sum  of  one  dollar, 
in  addition  to  the  sum  hereinbefore  made  pay- 
able to  the  collector,  for  every  such  deed,  to  be 
paid  on  the  delivery  thereof  to  such  purchasers. 
And  in  all  cases  where  lands  may  be  sold  under 
this  act  for  the  pajrment  of  taxes,  belonging  to  in- 
fants, persons  of  insane  mind,  married  women, 
or  persons  beyond  sea,  such  persons  shall  hare 
the  term  of  two  years,  after  their  respective  dis- 
abilities shall  have  been  removed,  or  their  return 
to  the  United  States,  to  redeem  lands  thus  sold, 
on  their  payiiig  into  the  clerk's  office  aforesaid 
the  amount  paid  by  the  purchaser,  together  with 
ten  per  centum  per  annum;  and  on  their  pay- 
ment to  the  purchaser  of  the  land  aforesaid,  a 
compensation  for  all  improvements  he  may  hare 
made  on  the  premises,  subsequent  to  his  purchase, 
the  value  of  which  improvements  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  three  or  more  neighboring  freeholders, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  clerk  aforesaid,  who,  on' 
actual  view  of  the  premises,  shall  asse^  the  ralue 
of  such  improrements,  on  their  oaths,  and  make 
a  return  of  such  raluation  to  the  clerk  immedi- 
ately. And  the  clerk  of  the  court  shall  reeeire 
such  compensation  for  his  serriees  herein,  to  be 
paid  by,  and  receired  from,  the  parties,  like  costs 
of  suit,  as  the  judge  of  the  district  court  shall,  in 
that  respect,  tax  and  allow. 

Sec.  3U  And  be  it  further  enacteU,  That  the 
several  collectors  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  erery 
month  after  they  shall,  respectively,  commence 
their  .collections,  in  the  next  and  every  ensuing 
•year,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a 
statement  of  the  collections  made  by  them,  re- 
spectively, within  the  month,  and  pay  orer,  quar- 
terly, or  sooner,  if  required  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  tne  moneys  >y  them  respeoMreiy 
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ooUeoted  within  tb«  said  term  ;  and  each  of  the 
said  collectors  shall  complete  the  collection  of 
all  soms  annaallf  assigned  to  him  for  collection 
aa  aforesaid,  shall  pay  orer  the  same  into  the 
Treasury,  and  shall  render  his  final  account  to  the 
Treasary  Department,  within  six  months  from 
and  after  the  day  when  he  shall  have  received 
the  collection  lists  from  the  said  board  of  princi- 
pal assessors,  or  the  said  reqaisition  of  the  Secre- 
ury  of  the  Treasury  as  aforesaid:  Provided, 
however^  That  the  period  of  one  year  and  three 
months,  from  the  said  annual  day,  shall  be  an- 
nually  allowed  to  the  collector  designated  in  each 
State  as  aforesaid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, with  respect  to  the  taxes  contained  in  the 
list  transmitted  to  him  by  the  other  collectors  as 
aforesaid. 

Sfio.  32.  And  be  iifi$riher  enacted.  That  each 
collector  shall  be  charged  with  the  whole  amount 
of  taxes  by  him  receipted,  whether  contained  in 
the  lists  delivered  to  him'b^r  the  principal  asses- 
sors, respectively,  or  transmitted  to  him  by  other 
collectors;  and  shall  be  allowed  credit  for  the 
amount  of  taxes  contained  in  the  lists  transmitted 
in  the  manner  above  provided  to  other  collectors, 
and  by  them  receipted  as  aforesaid,  and  also  for 
the  taxes  of  such  persons  as  may  have  absconded. 
or  become  insolvent,  subsequent  to  the  date  or 
the  assessment,  and  prior  to  the  day  when  the 
tax  ought,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
to  have  been  collected :  Prtrnded,  That  it  shall 
be  proven,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  that  due  diligence  was  used  by 
the  collector,  and  that  no  property  was  left  from 
which  the  tax  could  have  been  recovered.  And 
each  collector,  designated  in  each  State  as  afore- 
said by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  re- 
ceive credit  for  the  taxes  due  for  all  tracts  of  land 
which,  after  being  ofiered  by  him  for  sale  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  shall  of  may  have  been  purchased 
by  him  in  behalf  of  the  United  Slates. 

Seo.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  collector  shall  fail,  either  to  collect  or  to  ren- 
der his  account,  or  to  pay  over  in  the  manner,  or 
within  the  times,  hereinbefore  provided,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  imme- 
diately after  such  delinquency,  to  issue  a  warrant 
of  distress  against  such  delinquent  collector  and 
bis  sureties,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district, 
therein  expressing  the  amount  of  the  taxes  with 
which  the  said  collector  is  chargeable,  and  the 
sums,  if  any,  which  have  been  paid.  And  the  said 
marshal,  himself,  or  bv  his  deputy,  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  levy  «nd  collect  the  sum  which  may  re- 
main doe,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels,  or  anv  personal  effects,  of  the  delinquent 
collector;  and  for  want  of  goods,  chattels,  or 
affects,  aforesaid,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said 
warrant,  the  same  may  be  levied  on  the  person  of 
the  collector,  who.  may  be  committed  to  prison, 
there  to  remain  until  discharged  in  due  course 
of  law:  And  furthermore,  notwithstanding  the 
commitment  of  the  collector  to  prison  as  afore- 
said, or  if  he  abscond,  and  ffoods,  chattels,  and 
effects,  cannot  be  found  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 


said  warrant,  the  said  marshil,  or  his  depoty. 
shall  and  may  proceed  to  levy  uA  eollect  ikt 
sum  which  remains  4lue.  by  distm  tod  ale  of 
the  goods  and  chattels,  or  any  penoBdefffets,of 
the  surety  or  sureties  of  the  deiioqaeBteoilecior. 
And  the  amount  of  the  sums dae  from  uf  col- 
lector, as  aforesaid,  shall,  and  the  iaiitttKt!neb]r 
declared. to  be,  a  lien  upon  the  lands  aniietlcf 
tate  of  such  collector  and  hissareti«,miul(kesiBe 
shall  be  discharged  aecordiagiolaw.  ADdforviit 
of  goods  and  chattels,  or  other  pemiialffeeisof 
such  collector,  or  his  sureties,  sufficient  tonitsfjr 
any  warrant  of  distress,  issued  porsout  to  (be 
preceding  section  of  this  act,  the  landitBi  mJ 
estate  of  such  collector  and  his  soretie^oin 
much  thereof  m»  may  be  necesstrf  for  satisfTn; 
the  said  warrant,  after  being  advertised  font  l»t 
three  weeks,  in  not  less  than  three  paUiepitee 
in  the  collection  district,  and  in  one  nevipiKr 
printed  in  the  county  or  district,  if  aoftitere be, 
prior  to  the  proposed  time  of  sale,  mtjiadslnU 
be  sold  by  the  marshal  or  his  depatjr;  iBdforill 
lands  and  real  estate,  sold  in  ponuaaeeoftke 
authority  aforesaid,  the  conveyasces  of  the  nu' 
ehals,  or  their  deputies,  executed  iodoeforna 
law,  shall  give  a  valid  title  agaisst  til  perwt 
claiming  under  delinquent  collector^  or  m 
sureties,  aforesaid.  And  all  mouepMiufTt' 
main  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale,  ifter  atiiffiBg 
the  said  warrant  of  distress,  and  jajriof  (k  ret- 
sonable  coats  and  charges  of  sale,  skill  be  re- 
turned to  the  proprietor  of  the  laodsoimittUte 
sold  as  aforesaid.  ^,      . 

Sec  34.  And  be  iifiaiher  enaeUd,  Thit  «d 
and  every  collector,  or  his  depaiy,  whorfuJJa- 
ercise  or  be  guilty  of  any  extortioooroppfws^j 
under  color  of  this  act,  or  shall  demiBdottierot 
greater  sums  than  shall  be  aatbonredbrtUisaej 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  sum  not  fxceedj"gi« 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  recovered,  by  tod  (oMfte 
use  of  the  party  injured  with  c»<s." '"'^j* '  i 
court  having  competent  jan«>»cuon;  ma  ""^ 
and  every  collector  or  bis  deputies  dal]  r«  "^ 
ceipts  for  all  sums  by  them  collected  lad  retunw 
in  pursuance  of  this  act.  ,  „..  ,l-« 

Sac.  36,  And  be  itjuriher  enaded,  Tbit  ibe« 
shall  be  allowed  and  P^Lid,  for  the  ^^ 
formed  under  l  '     "* 

two  dollars 


>wed  and  pai<J>f "!«  *riSr 
5r  this  act,  to  each  prii««P«J^' 
for  every  day  emplo/ed  intum 
V  urmniPements  anS  fitiDgihepetJ^ 


raiuaiions;  inree  aojiara  iwr  ct*.;  jj^^bfre 
in  making  revised  valuations  aod  "^^^i^p 
an  assessment  and  valuation  ''■J*  ^^^i  lists, 
made,  and  in  hearing  appeals  lod  n>»»'"«^j  ^^ar 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  scmp^  ^^jj^^ 
nal  assessments  and  valuations;  '"^ "  :-jed  is 
for  every  hundred  taxable  Pf'^^ns  coo* 
the  tax  list,  as  delivered  by  him  ^^}^J'^, 
of  principal  assessors;  to  each  «»^;"  |,.e(l» 
two  dollars  for  every  day  «w»?y '?&*« 
collecting  lists  and  making  valutuosjtw^^ 
of  days  necessary  for  that  purpose  bm  ^  ^^^ 
by  the  principal  assessor,  and  •PP');^  dollars 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury;  "f  "'jBedifl 
for  every  hundred  tanWe  peisoasCflB 
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the  tax  list,  as  completed  and  delivered  by  bim 
to  the  principal  assessor ;  to  each  of  tbe  principal 
assessors  constitating  the  board  of  principal  asses- 
sors as  aforesaid,  for  every  day's  aetaal  attend- 
ance at  the  said  board,  the  sum  of  three  dollars, 
and  for  travelling  to  and  from  tbe  place  desig- 
nated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  three 
dollars  for  each  thirty  miles.  And  to  each  of 
the  clerks  of  the  said  board,  three  dollars  for 
every  day's  actual  attendance  thereon.  And  the 
said  boara  of  principal  assessors,  and  the  said  as* 
sessors,  severally  anu  respectively,  shall  be  allowed 
their  necessary  and  reasonable  charges  for  books 
and  stationery  used  in  tbe  execution  of  their  du- 
ties ;  and  the  compensation  herein  allowed  shall 
be  in  full  for  all  otber  expenses  not  particularly 
specified. 

Seo.  36.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted,  That  the 
compensation  herein  before  provided  for  the  ser- 
vices of  tbe  principal  assessors  and  their  assis- 
tants, and  for  the  board  of  principal  assessors  and 
their  clerks,  shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury ;  and 
there  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  that  purpose  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
And  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  shall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  augment,  in  cases 
where  he  shall  deem  it  necessary,  the  compensa- 
tion authorized  by  this  act  for  the  principal  asses- 
sors and  their  assistants :  Pr&ndea,Th9it  no  prin- 
cipal assessor  shall,  in  any  ease,  receive  more 
than  three  bundred  dollars,  and  no  assistant 
assessor  shall  receive  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars;  and  for  such  augmented  com- 
pensatiouj  and  the  expense  of  carrying  this  act 
annually  into  efiect,  there  is  further  nereoy  appro- 
priated an  annual  sum  of  one  bundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
tbe  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  itfiaiher  enaetedf  That  in 
cases  where  j>rincipal  assessors  have  not  been,  or 
shall  not,  during  tbe  present  session  of  Congress, 
be  appointed,  and  in  cases  where  vacancies  shall 
occur  in  the  office  of  principal  assessor,  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to 
make  appointments  during  tbe  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate by  granting  commissions,  wbicb  shall  expire 
at  tbe  end  of  the  next  session.  And  where  no 
person  can  be  found  in  any  collection  district,  or 
assessment  district,  to  serve  either  as  collector, 
principal  assessor,  or  assistant  assessor,  respect- 
ively, the  President  of  tbe  United  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  apnoint  one  of  tbe  deputy  post- 
masters in  sucb  district,  to  serve  as  collector,  or 
assessor,  as  tbe  case  may  be.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  such  deputy  postmaster  to  perform,  ac- 
cordingly, tbe  duties  of  such  officer. 

Sec  38.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted,  That  sepa- 
rate accounts  shall  be  kept  at  tbe  Treasury,  of  all 
moneys  received  from  tbe  direct  tax  and  from  the 
internal  duties,  in  each  of  the  respective  States, 
Territori^  ana  collection  districts ;  and  that  sepa- 
rate accounts  shall  be  kept  of  the  amount  of  each 
species  of  duty  that  shall  accrue,  with  the  moneys 
paid  to  the  collectors,  assessors,  and  assistant  as- 
sessors, and  to  the  otb^r  officers  employed,  in  each 


of  the  respective  States,  Territories,  and  collection 
districts,  which  accounts  it  shall  be  the  doty  of 
the. Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  annually,  in  the 
month  of  December,  to  lay  before  Congress. 

Sec.  39.  And  beitfigriher  enacted,  That  tbe 
principal  assessors,  respectively,  shall,  yearly,  and 
every  year,  after  the  year  one  thopsand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  in  the  month  of  January,  inquire 
and  ascertain,  in  tbe  manner  by  the  sixth  section 
of  this  act  provided,  what  transfers  and  changes 
of  property  in  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling 
houses,  and  slaves,  have  been  made  ana  efiected  ii| 
their  respective  districts,  subsequent  to  tbe  next 
preceding  valuation,  assessment,  and  apportion*- 
ment  of  tbe  direct  tax,  by  this  act  laid ;  and,  within 
twenty  days  thereafter,  they  shall  make  out  three 
lists  of  such  transfers  and  changes,  and  transmit 
one  list  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  another 
list  to  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
third  shall  be  delivered  to  the  collector  of  tbe  col- 
lection district.  And  it  shall,  yearly,  and  every 
year,  after  the  said  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  notify  the  collectors  of  the  several 
collection  districts,  a  day  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, on  which  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
collectors  to  commence  laying  and  collecting  the 
annual  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid  and  imposed, 
according  to  the  assessment  of  the  tax  lists  to 
them  delivered  by  the  said  principal  assessors,  as 
aforesaid,  subject  only  to  such  alterations  therein 
as  shall  be  just  and^roper,  in  tbe  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  conform  to  the 
transfers  and  changes  aforesaid,  ascertained  by  the 

{principal  assessors  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  col- 
ectors  shall,  annually,  in  all  respects,  proceed  in, 
and  conclude,  tbe  collection  or  the  said  direct 
tax,  in  tbe  same  manner,  and  within  the  timCi 
hereinbefore  provided  and  prescribed. 

Sec  40.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacted,  That  each 
State  may  pay  its  quota  of  the  direct  tax  by  this 
act  laid,  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  first,  and  for  any  and  every  succeeding 
year ;  and,  in  consideration  of  such  payment,  the 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  a  deduction  of  fifteen 
per  centum,  if  paid  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
and  ten  per  centum,  if  paid  before  the  first  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  to  which  the  payment 
relates:  Promded,  Thatnotieeof  the  intention  to 
make  such  payment  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  or  before  tbe  first  day  of  April 
in  each  year:  And  prwided,  That  such  notice 
and  payment  shall  not  in  any  wise  prevent  or  dis- 
continue the  proceedings  udder  this  act^  to  make 
the  valuations^  assessn^ents,  and  apportionments, 
herein  authorized  and  directed,  but  shall  only 
prevent  or  discontinue  the  collection  of  the  quota 
of  the  State  giving  such  notice  and  making  such 
payment. 

Sec.  41.  And  be  itfiiHher  enacUd,  That,  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Qovernment; 
for  tbe  punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  prin- 
pal  and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be  contracted, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts,  respect- 
ively ;  and  for  creating  an  adequate  sinking  tund, 
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gradoalijr  to  reduce^  and  eTCDtnally  to  eztiogqsh, 
the  poblie  debt,  contracted,  aod  to  be  cootncted, 
tbe  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid  Bball  cootinoe  to  be 
laid,  levied,  aod  collected,  dorioK  tbe  present  war 
between  tbe  United  States  and  Great  oriuio,  and 
vntil  tbe  purposes  aforesaid  sball  be  eompleteljr 
accomplisbed,  anything  in  the  said  act  ojf  Con- 
gress to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise  notwith- 
standing. And,  for  tbe  effectoal  application  of 
the  rcTenoe  to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  said  di- 
rect tax  laid  by  this  act,  and  also  by  and  from  the 
direct  tax  laid  by  the  said  act  of  Congress,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 
the  United  States,"  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in 
doe  form  of  law.  the  faith  of  tne  United  States  is 
hereby  pledged:  Prowided  alwajf^^  That  when- 
erer  Congress  sball  deem  it  expcNJieot  to  alter, 
reduce,  or  change,  tbe  said  direct  tax,  by  this  act 
laid,  it  sball  be  lawfol  so  to  do,  upon  providing 
and  suhstitutiDg  by  law,  at  the  said  time,  aod  for 
the  same  purposes,  other  uxes  or  duties,  which 
shall  be  equally  productive  with  the  direct  tax  so 
altered,  reduced,  or  ehaoj^d:  And  jfromdedjur- 
ther,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be 
deemed  or  construed,  in  anywise,  to  rescind  or  im- 
pair any  specific  appropriation  of  the  said  direct 
Uxes,  or  either  of  them;  but  such  appropriation 
shall  remain  and  be  carried  into  effect,  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law  and 
laws  making  the  same,  anything  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise,  notwithstanding. 

Sac.  42.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacUd,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  tbe  United 
Slates  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  anticipate  the  collection  and  receipt  of  the 
direct  tax,  laid  aod  imposed  by  this  act,  and  by 
the  eaid  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *'An  act  to  lay 
and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  United  States,'' 
b^  obtaining  a  loan  upon  the.  pledge  of  the  said 
direct  taxes,  or  either  of  them  for  the  reimburse- 
ment thereof,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six 
millions  of  dollars,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not 
exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum.  And  any 
bank  or  banks  now  incorporated,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  incorporated,  under  the  authoritv  of 
the  United  States,  is,  and  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  make  such  loan:  Provided  aJtways,  and  His 
exprsssiy  declared^  That  the  money  so  obtained 
upon  loan  shall  be  applied  to  the  purposes  afore- 
said, to  which  the  said  direct  taxes,  «o  to  be 
pledged,  are  by  this  act  applied  and  appropriated, 
and  to  no  other  purposes  whatsoever. 

Approved,  Janunry  9, 1815. 

An  Act  to  provide  additional  rerenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
pablic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  ▼acioos  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  manulactored  within  the  United 
States. 

Beit  enacted,  f  c-  That,  from  and  after  (he  ex- 
piration  of  ninety  days  subsequent  to  the  passing 
of  this  act,  there  sball  be  paid  upon  all  gocKls, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  followiag  de- 
scriptions, which  shall  thereafter  be  manufac* 
tured  or  made  for  sale  within  the  United  States, 


or  the  Territories  thereol  the  fc^^^TT" 
foUowing,  that  is  tolayT      "^''^^ 

Pig  iron,  per  ton,  one  dcOar. 
^Cwtingsof  iroo,per  toa,0Mi4i^gfjy 

Bar  iron,  per  ton,  eae  dollif. 
Rolled  or  slit  iron,  per  Um,w^, 
Nails,  brads,andspngs,otfcettlaiih«,tai. 

Candles  of  white  wax, or  is  pat  rfrtimi 
other  wax,  per  pouad  fire  cesti. 

Mould  candles  of  tallow, «  of  niMbdni 
wWie,  or  in  part  of  each,  pv  ^oniimm 

Hsu  and  caps,  in  wkole  or  ii  |w,<^ 
wool,  or  fora;  bonnets  in  whole  or  ii^rf 
wool  or  fur,  if  above  two  dojiinji  nhTtn 
per  centum  ad  valorem.  ^ 

Hata  of  chip  or  wood,  tonni  wjikiiik«! 
other  oiaterials,  or  not  eoverei, if  tboreinti. 
lars  in  value,  eight  per  eeotam  id  riloRt 

Umbrellas  and  parasols,  if  iboreike  nlaof 
two  dollars,  eight  per  ceatsm  id  nbim 

Paper,  three  per  ceDtoa  id  nioRa. 

Playing  and  visiting  cards,  fifty  pffeatoai^ 
valorem. 

Saddles  and  bridles,  six  per  ectuin  U  nbna 

Boots  and  bootees,  exeeedia;  ire  dotb^ 
pair  in  value,  five  per  centoa  id  rainca. 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  six  pcreeitosWn/ffia. 
^  Tobacco,  manoftctored  opa,  uind,  Ita- 
ly per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Leather,  including  thersiii&^aiilbM, 
whether  tanned,  Uwed,  dnsai,  «  o^niiii 
made,  on  the  original  inaBo(ietveiM(,iTt 
per  centum  ad  valorem;  wkiekaiddattiiy 
be  paid  by  the  owner  or  oecapiecof  tbelii% 
or  vessels  in  which,  or  of  the  naeba  ifle 
meats,  or  utensil^  wherewiik  tiie  aii  pik 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shiU  hiTekn  sui- 
factured  or  made,  or  by  theaRotompHiD^ 
dent  thereof;  the  amooDt  lEcreof  yiii^  ^ 
any  one  person,  atanv  one  tine,  if  maw^ 
ing  twenty  dollars  shall,  aad  if  ezoeeitt^ 
dollars  may,  be  paid  in  mooey,  viiiii^ito 
of  two  per  centum,  at  the  time  of  m^^^ 
accounts  of  the  arueles  so  chai^gnbleiiii^r 
required  to  be  rendered  by  the  secoidMtini 
this  act^  or  without  dedactioDSt  theneiii^ 
quent  time  prescribed  for  reDdeiiiigsaekK««& 

Ssc2.  And  be  it  Jurther  mM.'l^m 
person  who,  from  and  after  theeipinwa 
ninety  davs  subsequent  to  tbepittiif  <i^»^^ 
shall  be  the  owner  or  occupier  of  uj  ^ 
or  vessel,  or  machine,  impleiaeDt,orBiei^^ 
or  intended  to  be  used  for  the  iiainfKa!^<^ 
making  of  such  goods,  waroL  sod  oeci^ 
or  either  of  them,  or  who  ahaii  bsTcat^^ 
ing,  or  vessel,  or  machine,  iiDpleowiit,s«H^ 
under  his  superintendence,  either  as  i^^ 
owner,  or  on  his  own  aocooot,  shall,  m^^ 
expiration  of  the  said  ninety  daysjaadenriF 
son  who,  after  the  expiration  of  the  sii^w 
days,  shall  use,  or  intend  to  use^  loy  ^^^ 
vessel,  or  machine,  impleneot,  or  utensil,*^ 
said,  either  as  owner,  occupier,  ageot,or^ 
wise,  shaU,  before  he  shall  begin  so  u^* 


1881 


APPENDIX. 


1882 


Pubiie  AcU  of  Congreti, 


rvause  the  same  so  to  be  used,  ffire  bond,  with  at 
[least  two  toreties,  to  the  satisfactioD  of  the  coK 
lleetor  of  internal  doties  for  the  district  in  which 
^  the  same  shall  be  sitoate,  in  a  snin  not  less  than 
the  eompoted  duties  for  one  )rear,  nor  less  than 
one  hundred  dollars,  that  he  will  before  asing,  or 
causing  the  same  to  be  used,  make  true  and  exact 
entry  and  report,  in  writing,  to  the  said  collector, 
of  every  suen  bailding,  or  ressel,  machine,  im- 
plement, or  utensil,  owned,  oeeupied,  or  superin* 
tended  by  him,  with  the  size  thereof,  the  names 
of  the  owner,  occupier,  agent,  and  superintendent, 
the  place  where  situate,  and  the  manner  in  which, 
and  the  time  f6t  which,  not  exceeding  one  year, 
it  is  intended  to  employ  the  same,  with  the  de- 
nominations and  quantities  of  the  articles  manu* 
faccured  or  made  as  aforesaid,  which  he  may 
have  on  hand,  with  the  ralue  thereof;  that  he 
will,  thereafter,  before  using,  or  causing  the  same 
to  be  used,  make  like  entry  and  report  of  any 
other  building,  or  Te»eL  machine,  implement,  or 
utensil,  used,  or  intended  to  be  used,  as  aforesaid, 
that  he  may  own,  occupy,  or  have  the  agency  or 
superintenuenee  of,  with  the  size  thereof,  the 
names  of  the  owner,  occupier,  agent,  and  supers 
intendent,  the  place  where  situate,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which,  and  the  time  for  which,  not  exceed- 
ing one  year,  it  is  intended  to  employ  the  same, 
with  information,  from  time  to  time,  of  any 
change  in  the  form  size,  agency,  ownership,  oc- 
cupancy, or  superintendence,  which  all  or  either 
of  the  said  buildings,  or  vessels,  machines,  im- 
plements, or  utensils,  may  undergo ;  that  he  will, 
from  day  to  day,  so  long  as  he  may  use  the 
same,  enter,  or  cause  to  oe  entered,  in  a  book 
or  books  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  and 
which  shall  be  open  at  all  times,  between  tke 
rising  and  setting  of  the  son,  for  the  inspection 
of  the  said  collector,  who  may  take  anv  minutes, 
memorandums,  or  transcripts  thereof,  the  denom- 
inations and  qoantltiee  of  the  artieles  manufac- 
tured or  made,  and  will  render  to  the  said  col- 
lector, on  the  first  day  of  January.  April,  July, 
and  October  in  eUch  year,  or  witnin  ten  days 
thercHfter,  a  general  account  in  writing,  taken 
from  his  books,  of  thedenominetions  and  quaoti* 
ties  of  the  saio  articles,  with  the  aggregate  value 
thereof,  for  three  months  preceding  said  days,  or 
for  sued  portion  thereof  as  may  have  elapsed  from 
the  date  of  aaid  entry  and  report  to  the  said  day 
which  shall  next  ensue;  that  he  will,  at  the  said 
times,  deliver  to  the  said  collector  the  original 
book  of  entries,  which  book  shall  be  retained  by 
said  officer;  that  he  will  likewise,  from  day  to 
day.  enter  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  book  or 
books  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  and 
which  shall  be  open  at  all  times,  between  the 
rising  and  setting  of  the  son,  for  the  inspjection 
of  the  said  collector,  who  may  take  any  minutes, 
memorandums,  or  transcripts,  thereof,  the  denbm- 
inatioos  and  quantities  of  all  the  hereinbefore 
enumerated  manufactured  articles  sold,  with  tue 
price  for  which  the  same  were  sold,  S|)ecifyiDg  in 
each  sale,  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  sold, 
where  the  amount  sold  shall  exceed  ten  dollars  in 
value ;  and  'that  he  will  render  to  the  said  col- 


lector, at  the  time  of  rendering  the  said  general 
accounts,  a  statement  in  writing,  taken  from  said 
book  or  books,  In  which  there  shall  be  specified 
the  denominations  and  quantities  of  all  such  man- 
ufactured articles  sold  on  each  day,  stating  dis- 
tinctlv  each  sale,  with  the  nam6  of  the  purchaser^ 
and  tne  denominations  and  quantities  sold,  and 
price,  where  the  same  shall  exceed  ten  dollars, 
and  the  aggregate  denominations  and  quantities, 
with  the  affgregate  value  of  all  other  sales ;  that 
he  will  venf y,  or  cause  to  be  verified,  the  said  en- 
tries,  reports,  books,  general  accounts,  and  state- 
ments, on  oath  or  amrmation,  to  be  taken  before 
the  colltetor,  or  some  officer  authorized  by  law  to 
administer  the  same,  according"  to  the  form  re- 
quired by  this  act,  wnere  the  same  is  prescribed ; 
and  that  he  will  |Niy  to  the  said  collector  the 
doties  which  by  this  act  ought  to  be  paid  on  the 
articles  so  manufactured,  and  in  the  said  account 
mentioned,  if  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  at 
the  time  of  rendering  an  account  thereof,  with  a 
dedaction  of  two  per  centum,  and  if  exceeding 
twenty  dollars,  either  at  said  time,  with  a  like  dt* 
duction,  or  at  the  next  su^>sequent  time  prescribed 
for  renderingsuehaccounto,  without  deduction;  ; 
and  the  said  bond  may,  from  time  to  time,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  collector,  be  renewed  or 
changed,  in  regard  to  the  sureties  and  penalties 
thereof.  And  every  such  person,  whether  owner, 
occupier,  agent,  or  superintendent,  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  at  the  time  of  making  the  entry  and  report, 
first  before  stated,  obtain,  agreeably  thereto,  a  li- 
cense for  employing,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
one  year,  such  buildings,  or  vetoels,  or  machines, 
implements,  or  utensils,  describing  the  same,  with 
the  use  to  which  they  are  to  be  applied,  the  place 
where  situate,  the  name  of  the  owner,  occupier, 
agent,  or  superintendent,  and  the  term  for  wnich 
it  is  intended  to  use  the  same ;  which  license  the 
said  collector  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed 
to  grant.  And  a  like  license,  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  a  year,  shall  be  obtained  and  granted 
on  a  like  report  and  entry  made  at  any  time  there^ 
after,  without  requiring  a  new  bond,  so  long  as 
the  bond  aforesaid  shallremain  in  force.  *  Which 
licenses  shall  be  signed  by  the  commissioner  of 
the  revenue,  and  countersigned  by  the  collector 
who  shall  issue  the  same. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jwiker  enacted.  That  the 
entries  made  in  the  hooks  required  to  be  kept 
by  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall^  on  the 
said  first  days  of  January,  April,  July,  and  Oc- 
tober, or  within  ten  days  after  each  of  the  said 
days,  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be 
taken  as  aforesaid,  of  the  person  or  persons  by 
whom  such  entries  eball  have  been  made ;  which 
qualification  shall  be  certified  at  the  end  of  such 
entries  by  the  collector,  or  other  officer  adminis- 
tering the  same,  and  shall  be,  in  substance,  as  fol- 
lows: -M  (or  we)  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the 
foregoing  entries  were  made  by  me  (or  us)  on  the 
respective  days  specified,  and  that  they  sute,  ac- 
cording to  the  belt  of  —  knowledge  and  belief, 
the  whole  quantities  and  denominations,  with  the 
value  thereof,  of  the  — ^  manufactured  (or  sold, 
as  the  case  may  be)  by  — — ,ln  the  —  of  — .'* 
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Sbc  4.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
owner,  occupier,  ageoc,  or  superioteodeat,  afore- 
said, shall,  io  case  the  origioal  entries  required  to 
be  made  ia  his  books  bjr  the  second  section  of  this 
act,  shall  not  be  made  by  himself,  subjoin  to  the 
oath  or  affirmation  of  the  person  by  whom  they 
were  made,  the  following  oath  or  a£^rmatioa  to 

be  taken  as  aforesaid:  ^< do  solemnly  swear 

(or  affirm)  that,  to  the  best  of knowledge 

and  belief,  the  foregoing  entries  are  just  and  true, 
and  that  — •  hare  taken  all  the  means  in  — 
power  to  make  them  so." 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  duties  aforesaid  shall  not  be 
duly  paid,  the  person  chargeable  therewith  shall 
pay,  m  addition,  ten  per  centum  on  the  amount 
thereof;  and  in  case  such  duties,  with  said  addi- 
tion, shall  not  be  paid  within  three  months  from 
the  time  the  said  auttes  ought  to  be  paid,  the  col- 
lector for  the  district  shall  make  a  personal  de- 
mand of  the  same  from  such  person,  or  by  notice 
in  writing  left  at  bis  dwelling,  if  within  the  col- 
lection district,  and,  if  not,  at  the  manufactory 
owned  or  superintended  by  such  person ;  and  in 
ease  of  refusal  or  neglect  to  pay  the  said  duties, 
with  the  addition^  within  ten  days  after  such  de- 
mand or  notice,  tne  amount  thereof  shall  be  re- 
covered by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods,  chat- 
tels, and  effects  of  the  delinquent;  and,  in  case  of 
such  distress,  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  officer 
charged  with  the  collection  to  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made,  an  account  of  the  goods  or  chattels 
which  may  be  distrained,  a  copy  of  which,  signed 
by  the  officer  making  such  distress,  shall  be  left 
with  the  owner  or  possessor  of  such  goods,  chat- 
tels^ or  effects,  at  his  or  her  dwelling,  with  a  note 
of  tike  sum  demanded,  and  the  time  and  place  of 
sale ;  and  the  said  officer  shall  forthwith  cause  a 
notification  to  be  publicly  posted  up,  at  two  of  the 
taTcrns  nearest  to  the  residence  of  the  person 
whose  property  shall  be  distrained,  or  at  the  court* 
house  of  the  same  county,  if  not  more  than  ten 
miles  distant;  which  notice  shall  specify  the  ar- 
ticles distrained,  and  the  time  and  place  proposed 
for  the  sale  thereof;  which  time  shall  not  be  less 
than  ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  notification, 
and  the  place  proposed  for  sale  not  more  than  five 
miles  distant  from  the  place  of  making  such  dis- 
tress: ProvidetL  That  in  any  case  of  distress  for 
the  payment  ot  the  duties  aforesaid,  the  foods, 
chattels,  or  effects,  so  distrained,  shall  and  may 
be  restored  to  the  owner  or  possessor,  if,  prior  to 
the  day  assigned  for  the  sale  thereof,  payment,  or 
tender  thereof,  shall  be  made  to  the  proper  officer 
charged  with  the  collection,  of  the  foil  amount 
demanded,  together  with  such  fee  for  levying,  and 
such  sum  for  the  necessary  and  reasonable  ex- 
penses of  removing  and  keeping  the  goods,  chat- 
tels, or  effects,  so  distrained,  as  may  be  allowed, 
in  like  cases,  by  the  laws  or  practice  of  the  State 
or  Territory  wherein  the  dbtress  shall  have  beeq 
made;  but  in  case  of  non-pavment  or  tender,  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  officer  shall  proceed  to  sell  the 
said  gooas,  chattels,  or  effects,  at  public  auction, 
and  shall  and  may  retain,  from  the  proceeds  of 
such  sales,  the  amount  deinandable  for  the  use  of 


the  United  Staler  with  the  Mccurruiin^ 
able  expenses  of  distress  aad  nk  iuJ^ 
sioo  of  eight  per  centum  iherwBfaki,o„!I^ 
rendering  the  owplus,  if  any  there  btl?!? 
son  whose  goods,  chattels,  or  effeei^y  l^I 
been  distrained :  Pronded,  Tbit it  U^Z 
lawful  to  make  distress  of  beuu  of  i^!|j! 
necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  iapnrt/wl 
arms,  or  household  furiutore,oriiM»|iiM!: 
for  a  family.  ^"^ 

Ssc.  6.  And  be  itfiaihermiuid.^ii 
goods,  wares,  and  merchtndii&ffkj(i,y^ 
ipanufactured  or  made  within  tieOuilSiiia 
or  the  Territories  thereof,  the  dpiisaiS 
shall  nik  have  been  duly  ptid,orieeu(i,ttcii 
ing  to  the  true  intent  and  neiiii|tftbia 
shall,  together  with  the  renelientiiiiMih 
same,  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  sized  ll^ifej 
by  any  collector  of  the  interail  douevuiiy 
by  him  until  a  decision  shtU  bekidtkoNiK- 
cording  to  law:  Provided,  That  aiil|^iim 
and  merchandise,  shall  not  be  liiUe  to  kelorfen- 
ed  in  the  haiuls  of  a  boDafiile  pBichaier,  riioskil 
have  purchased  the  same  without  bovM^i  i 
the  duties  not  being  paid,  or  aceoRd  to  tefiii 
And  if  any  person  shall  conceal  or  bi^uysMi 
wares,  and  merchandise,  si  tforeaid,  itowis^ 
them  (o  be  liable  to  xiimuiiKkmttakt 
this  act,  such  person  shall,  oinirKtJOQtiitrof, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  dotbie  the  nioe  of  tie 
good3  so  concealed  or  porebiiEi. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  U  Jurtkr  mt^U^ 
owner,  occopier,  agent,  or  sn(enBteiiai.ttii» 
said,  of  or  for  any  such  bail()iBg.(»Tts(La» 
chine,  implement,  or  measiLuediikt^Bu^ 
facture  or  making  ofaoy  of  the  aid  goodsfim 
and  merchandise,  who  shsU  vilftllf«S^« 
refuse  to  make  true  aDdexseteotryudttpiita 
the  same,  or  to  do,  or  eaose  tobedoRUjiKai 
things  by  this  act  required  to  be  dsKsiHffi- 
said,  excepting  to  pay  the  duties  bei^  u 
cases  where  the  bond  reqairedbythenMf 
tion  of  this  act  has  been  giTeo,shiwaf 
every  such  nejlectorrefaal,illthep»w* 
and  merchandise,  maoaftciated  or  nut  <>[  ^ 
for  him,  with  the  vessels  conwoi^ikeflK 
and  the  vessels,  machiaes,  impleaeit^ ffi^ 
sils,  used  in  said  manufactareoriMbtttT^ 
with  the  sum  of  five  hundred  doIlsn^KJ*^^ 
ered  with  costs  of  suit;  which  said  goofcj" 
and  merchandise,  with  the  resKis,  or  Mtt* 
implements,  or  utensils,  so  used,  may  k«^ 
any  collector  of  the  internal  dati«,«ii|J- 
him  until  a  decision  shi^ll  behid  tb«tt«^^ 
ingtoUw:  Pnmded,  S^hseiaiirebetfJ^ 
in  three  months  after  the  ctose  for  ibe*s» 
have  occurred,  and  thaiaproeecotioas^- 
thereupon  shall  have  commenced  bysoa^* 
tor  within  sixty  days  after  such  scbqJ; 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jwiher  mcUd,  Twu 
the  duties  aforesaid  shall  not  be  paid  or  w^' 
agreeably  to  the  pro? isions  of  this  aciff- 
any  acts  shall  be  done  contrary  to,  «*^j 
omitted  that  are  required  to  be  dwe'iy^j, 
to  be  given  as  aforesaid,  or  the  pn"!!^?^ 
thereby  shall  not  be  recovered,  the  satf»* 
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be  deemed  forfeited,  and  shall  be  pat  io  salt  by 
the  collector,  for  the  recovery  of  the  amoant  of 
the  said  duties,  with  the  addition  thereon,  penal- 
ties, and  costo,  or  either,  as  the  ca^e  may  be ;  and 
judgment  thereon  shall  and  may  be  Uken  at  the 
return  term,  on  motion  to  be  made  in  open  court, 
unless  sufficient  cause  to  the  contrary^  be  shown 
to,  and  allowed  l)y,  the  court:  Prtmdedy  That 
the  writ  or  process  in  such  case  shall  have  been 
executed  al  least  fourteen  days  before  the  return 
day  thereof. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the 
duties  imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  considered  as 
applyiuff  solely  to  articles  manolactured  for  sale, 
and  shall  not  be  considered  as  including  any  ar- 
ticles manufactured  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the 
person  manufacturing  the  same. 

Sao.  10.  And  leUJwihir  enaoied^  That  the 
dotiee  laid  by  this  act  shall  be  payable  on  all  the 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  aforesaid,  the 
manufacture  or  making  of  which  shall  not,  with- 
in ninety  days  from*  the  pussing  thereof,  be  fully 
completed,  or  which  shall  .not  be  then  in  the  con- 
dition in  which  they  usually  are  when  offered 
for  sale. 

Sbc.  11.  And  be  U  Jurlher  enacted^  That  any 
owner,  oeeHpier,  agent,  or  superintendent,  as  afore- 
said, who  may  nave  i^ren  bond  as  required  in  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  who  shall,  after  thirty 
days'  notice  given  him  in  writing  by  the  collec- 
tor, fail  to  renew  or  change  the  same,  in  regard 
to  the  sureties  and  penalties  thereof,  as  is  in  the 
same  section  provided^  shall  thereafter  incur  the 
penalties  attached  to  employing  the'  said  build- 
iDgs,  or  vessels,  or  machines,  implements,  or  uten- 
sils, without  having  a  license  therefor. 

8eo.  Id.  And  be  it  Juriker  enacted,  That  the 
forms  of  the  bond  required  to  he  given  by  the 
second  section  of  thb  act,  as  well  as  th^  forms  of 
the  several  oaths,  reports,  entries,  statements, and 
accounts,  by  this  act  required  to  be  taken,  kept, 
andrebdered,  shall  be  presortbed  by  the  Treasury 
Department,  agreeably  to  which  the  aforesaid  spe- 
cification of  the  buildings  or  vessels  in  which,  or 
of  the  machines^  implements,  or  utensils,  where- 
iwith  the  aforesaid  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
shall  be  manufactured  or  madci  shall  be  rendered 
by  the  owner,  occupier,  agent,  or  superintendent 
thereof. 

Snc.  13.  And  be  it  finiher  enacted.  That  the 
value  of  the  manulactured  or  made  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  required  to  be  stated  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  regulated  by  the  average  of  the  ac- 
tual sales  by  the  manufaeturer  of  the  like  goods, 
irares,  and  merchandise,  during  the  quarter,  where 
such  actual  sales  may  have  been  made ;  and  where 
Qo  such  actual  sales  have  been  made,  such  value, 
aa  far  as  respects  a  manufacturer  selling  exclu- 
sively bv  wholesale,  shall  be  regulated  by  the  aver- 
age of  the  market  wholesale  sales  of  the  like  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  and  so  far  as  respecte  a 
oaanufacturer  selling  by  retail,  by  the  market 
ia.le8  by  retail  in  like  manner. 

Sao.  14.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  any 
jerson  shall  forcibly  obstruct  or  hinder  a  collec- 
tor in  the  execution  of  this  act,  or  of  any  of  the 


powers  or  authorities  hereby  vested  in  him,  or 
shall  forcibly  rescue,  or  cause  to  be  rescued,  any 
foods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  vessels,  machines, 
implements,  or  utensils,  aforesaid,  after  the  same 
shall  have  been  seized  by  him,  or  shall  attempt  or 
endeavor  so  to  do,  the  person  so  offending  shalL 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sbc.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  col-  v 
lector  shall  be  authorized  to  enter,  at  any  time  \ 
between  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  any    * 
building  or  place  where  any  vessel,  machine,  im- 
plement, or  utensil,  as  aforesaid,  is  kept  within  his 
collection  district,  for  the  purpose  or  examining, 
measuring,  or  describing  the  same,  or  of  inspect- 
ing the  accounts  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, from  time  to  time  manufactured  or 
made.     And  every  owner  or  occupier  of  such . 
building,  machine,  implement,  or  utensil,  or  per- 
son having  the  agency  or  superintendence  of  the 
sam^who  shall  refuse  to  admit  such  officer,  or 
tosufler  him  to  examine,  measure,  or  describe  the 
same,  or  to  inspect  said  accounts,  shall,  for  every 
such  refusal,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sbc.  16.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  any 
person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  wilfully  takiiig 
a  false  oath  or  affirmation,  in  any  of  the  cgses  ia 
which  an  oath  or  affirmation  is  required  to  be 
taken  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  liable  to  the. 
pains  and  penalties  to  which  persons  are  liable 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  shall,  more- 
over, forfeit  the  sum  of  fire  hundred  dollars. 

Sbc  17.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  no 
person  who  shall  have  refused  or  neglected  to 
coinply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be 
entitled,  while  such  refusal  or  neglect  continues, 
to  receive  a  license  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  be  en- 
titled to  credit  for  any  internal  duties  whatever 
that  may  have  accrued. 

Sbc.  18.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  every 
collector  shall  give  receipu  for  all  sums  by  him 
collected  under  this  act, 

Sbc.  19.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  it 
shall  appear^  tp  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
for  the  district,  that  anv  owner,  occupier,  a|;ent, 
or  superintendent,  as  a^resaid,  of  any  buildings, 
vessels,  or  machines,  implemenu,  or  utensils,  as 
aforesaid,  who  shall  have  given  bond  agreeably 
to  the  second  section  of  this  act.  and  shall  have 
ceased  to  use  the  same  for  one  year,  and  made 
oath  or  affirmation  thereof,  to  be  lodged  with  said 
collector,  hath  acted  agreeably  to  the  condition  of 
such  bond,  the  collector  shall  cause  such  bond  to 
be  delivered  to  said  owner,  occupier,  agent,  or 
superintendent. 

Sbc.  20.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacUd.  That  the 
several  provisions  of  ^'Aa  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  collection  of  internal  duties,  and  for 
the  appointment  and  compeosation  of  assessors," 
passed  the  second  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  shall,  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  apply  in  full  force  to  the  duties  laid  by, 
and  to  be  collected  under,  this  act,  the  same  as  if 
such  duties  and  this  act  were  recognised  therein; 
which  said  duties  shall  be  collected  by  the  same 
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eoll^ton,  in  the  oame  manner,  for  the  rame  coid- 
missionsj  and  under  tbe  same  dlrectfons,  as  are 
thereby  established  in  relation  to  the  other  inter- 
nal daties;  and  all  the  obligations,  duties,  and 
penalties  thereby  imposed  opon  collectors,  are 
hereby  imposed  upon  the  collectors  of  the  dnttes 
laid  by  this  act. 

Sec.  21.  ^4n<25ei^yvr<Aerefuu<e(i,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  re 
speccive  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  thi^  act,  and  to 
prosecute  for  the  recorery  of  the  same,  and  for 
the  recorery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be 
forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and  all  lines,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurred  by 
force  of  this  aet,  shall  and  mny  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  collector  within  whose  district  any  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  incurred,  by 
Dfll,  plaint)  or  information,  one  moiety  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person,  who,  if  a  collec- 
tor, shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  a  collector 
shall  first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing, 
whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
iMive  been  incurred ;  and  where  the  cause  of  ac- 
tion or  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue  more  than 
fifty  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  place  by  law 
esublished  for  the  holding  of  a  district  court, 
within  the  district  in  which  the  same  shall  arise 
•r  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  had  be- 
fore any  court  of  the  State  holden  within  the  said 
district,  having  jurisdicrion  in  like  cases. 

Sao*  23.  Ai^  beitjurther  enacted,  That  the 
collector  shall  furnish  one  copy  of  this  act  to  each 
person  liable  to  pay  a  duty  under  the  same,  within 
the  collection  district,  that  may  apply  therefor, 
and  shall  advertise  in  a  newspaper,  or  post  up 
notices  at  the  court-houses  therein,  of  his  instruc- 
tions to  furnish  the  same. 

Sbc.  aa  And  be  it  furlher  moused,  That,  lo^ 
wards  establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment^ for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  nublic 
debt,  principal  and  interest,  contracted,  and  to  be 
contracted,  according  to  the  terms  or  the  con- 
tractt,  respectivefv;  and  for  creating  an  adequate 
sinking  fond,  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually 
10  extinguish,  the  public  debt,  contracted  and  to 

I  be  contracted;  the  ratei<  and  duties  laid  and  im- 
posed by  this  act  shall  continue  to  be  laid,  levied. 

'  and  collected,  during  the  present  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  until 
the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely  accom- 
plished. And  for  the  efifectual  application  of  the 
revenue,  lo  be  raised  by  and  from  the  said  duties 
to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the 
faith  of  the.  United  Slates  is  hereby  pledged: 
Ptovided always,  That  whenever  Congress  shall 
deem  tt  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or  change,  the 
said  dutieif,  or  either  of  them,  it  shall  be  lawful 
so  to  dOf  upon  providing  and  substituting  by  law 

«t  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  purposes,  other 
duties,  which  shall  be  equally  productive  With 
the  duties  so  altered,  reduced,  or  changed. 
Seo.  24.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacM,  That  so 


long  as  the  duties  herein  iinpo«i«,M,|Lrf,, 
foregoing  ^criptionsof  good^,^^"L* 
chandise,  shall  continue  to  be  kilSr 
present  payable  on  the  like  de«cri«iiS 
wares,  and  laerchaDdisc,  imported  Ste^p^ 
States,  shall  not  be  diwootinoed  or  fei? 
and  the  faith  of  the  Uoited  Sitte TS 
pledged  for  the  continutnce  of  lie  safj, 
this  act  shall  be  repealed.  '  ""  ^'"^ 
Approved,  January  18, 1815. 

An  Act  to  provide  sdditioaal  mwit^ 
thd  expenses  of  Govcruflo^  ud  huJ 
public  cfedit»  by  Ityjag  dntiii  qq  kuM^ 
ture,  and  on  gold  and  alver  wit^ 

JBe  it  enacted,  fc.,  Thtt  tfacRiy  ti,iii 
hereby  is,  imposed  anaDnQtldotyomii^ 
hold  iumilure  kept  for  iiie,tiKnlttofiij(i 
in  anyone  family, with  theeieepaniifMi, 
bedding,  kitchen  fnrnitnre,  ftnitf  peoRiuj 
articles  made  in  thefiMnilf  ffl«doBeaenl^ 
rials,  shall  exceed  two  hundred  doUiisiisnef 
according  to  the  following  sole: 

If  not  exceeding  four  \aM  Mm.  m 
ddlar. 

if  above  foar  hundred,  ud  lot  aw%  si 
hundred  dollars,  one  dQliiriid%af& 

If  above  six  handre^iWutaeeediifODe 
thousand  dollars,  three delian. 

If  above  one  thousnsiuiiafUMittt  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars,  sixdollii\ 

if  above  fifteen  hundred,  tid  la  exfieei^ 
two  thousand  dollars,  ten  dollan. 

If  above  twb  thousand, indioteteetdi^ikK 
thousand  dollars,  seventeen  dellin. 

If  above  three  thooiand,  nd  lot  acalii| 
four  thousand  dollars,  tweniy-eigiitdQiin. 

If  above  four  thousatid,  and  mm^a 
thousand  dollarsi  forty-fire  dollus. 

If  above  siat  tbousaod,  tod  notcKsiof  um 
thousand  dollars,  seventf^iedoUtri 

If  above  nine  thousand  doUin^oaim 
dollars;  which  duty  shall  be  piid  bfikeoiw 
of  the  said  household  furoitofe. 

That  there  shall  be,  and  ikefebfi^i«is 
imposed,  an  annual  duty  of  twodaUanaen! 
gold  watch  kept  for  use,  and  rf«**^J 
every  silver  watch  kept  for  asCiwIwidiiT"* 
be  paid  by  the  owner  thereof 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  UJMier  awto^^jj* 
ever  lists  of  property  shall  hereifier  lie»w« 
any  collection  district,  under  t  P^^ 
ment  therein  by  the  assistant  «"»5iil 
quired  by  Uie  '-Act  for  theassecnMiinj^^ 
tion  of  direct  taxes  and  intemil  d«n  P» 
July  the  twenty-second,  one  ^«">"'^ 
dred  and  thirteen,  or  by  any  o'^f  ^''IJJl. 
to  be  paaised,  lists  of  the  vnloe  of  mw^ 
furniture,  as  classed  by  the  first  seewa «_ 
act,  with  the  number  and  de8C«piioB«  wj 
within  such  collection  district,  <>«^^1f^!jt 
person  therein  taxable  as  «'«[«;•*>  *!jjt 
name  of  the  owner  or  agent,  sbail  m»J^^ 
in  writing  by  such  penoo  or  kistg«n'r*f  u 
ered  to  the  assistant  assessor,  at  tfce  u»«'^ 
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•ppli«atioo  Ibertfor,  whioh  ihatl  l>e  the  Mine 
time  as  that  preseribcd  in  the  act  then  in  force 
for  the  delivery  of  the  lists  therein  required  to  be 
delivered ;  and  the  said  assistant  assessor  is  here- 
by  empowered  and  directed  to  apply  therefor  at 
the  direlliog  of  said  person,  or  his  agent,  at  the 
said  lime. 

Sfic.  a  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  if 
any  person  or  agent,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be 
prepared  to  exhibit  a  written  list  when  required, 
and  Khali  consent  to  disclose  the  value  of  any  and 
all  (he  said  household  furniture,  and  the  number 
of  watches,  as  aforesaid,  in  such  case  it  shall  be 
the  duly  of  the  assistant  assessor  to  make  such 
list,  which,  being  distinctly  read  and  assented  to, 
shall  be  reeetTed  as  the  list  aibresaid  of  such  per- 
son, and  be  oertiied  as  such  by  the  said  assistant 
as»essur. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  if  any 
tach  person  or  agent  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to 
any  assessor  any  false  or  fraudolent  list,  with  in- 
tent to  defeat  or  evade  the  purposes  of  this  act, 
BQch  person  or  agent  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
ram  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in 
iny  court  haTing  competent  jurlsdiotion. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  in  case 
my  person,  whether  owner  or  agent  as  aforesaid, 
ihall  be  absent  from  his  place  of  residence  at  the 
ime  an  assisunt  assessor  shall  apply  to  receive 
be  list  of  such  person,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
ttch  assessor  to  leave,  at  the  house  or  place  of 
esidence  of  such  person,  a  written  note  or  mem- 
Hrandum^  requiring  him  to  present  to  such  asses- 
or  the  list  aforesaid,  within  ten  days  from  the 
late  of  such  note  or  memorandum  ;  and  if  any 
fenoDj  on  being  notified  or  required  as  afore- 
aid,  shall  refuse  x>r  neglect  to  give  such  list  as 
foresaid,  within  such  time,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
if  the  said  assessor  to  make,  according  to  the 
»est  information  which  he  can  obtain,  such  lists, 
vhich  li&ts,  so  made  and  subscribed  by  such  asses- 
or,  shall  be  received  as  the  lists  aforesaid  of  such 
ersoo ;  and  the  person  so  failing  or  neglecting, 
ID  less  in  case  of  sickness  or  absence  from  home, 
ball,  moreover,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty 
ollars. 

S£c.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
sveral  assistant  asseasors  In  each  of  the  said  ed- 
ition districts  shall  deliver  the  lists  aforesaid  to 
ie  principal  assessor,  within  the  time  prescribed 
y  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  ^'Aet  for  the  as- 
fssment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  inter- 
ai  duties,"  passed  twenty-second  of  July,  eigh* 
ten  hundred  and  thirteen,  for  the  delivery  of  the 
sts  therein  designated :  Frotided,  That  if  the 
lid  time  be  altered  by  any  act  subsequently 
isfsed,  such  deliveij  shall  be  within  the  time 
St  prescribed  thereuyr. 

See.  7.  And  be  it  Jwihcr  enacted.  That  the 
spective  principal  assessors  shall  make  out,  ac- 
»rding  to  the  hsts  received  from  the  assistant 
sessors,  a  general  list  or  lists  of  all  persons  taxa- 
B  as  aforesaid,  specifying  the  name  of  the  owner 
agent,  the  valuation  of  the  household  furni- 
re,  with  the  number  and  description  of  the 
Sttcbes  as  aforesaid,  and  the  duty  payable  on 
13th  Con.  3d  Sssa.— 60 


each;  which  list  or  lists  shall  be  made  out  in 
alphabetical  order,  for  each  county  or  smaller 
division  of  a  collection  district,  as  may  be  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  taxes  and  internal 
duties,  for  the  collection  districts  aforesaid,  shall, 
within  sixty  days  from  the  day  on  which  the 

f^rincipal  ai«sessor  shall  have  received  the  said 
ists  from  the  assistant  assessors,  be  furnished  by 
the  priocipal  assessor  with  one  or  more  of  the 
lists,  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  preceding 
section  by  the  principal  assessor,  signed  and  cer- 
tified by  him.  And  each  collector,  on  leceiving 
a  list  as  aforesaid,  shall  subscribe  three  receipts; 
one  of  which  shall  be  given  on  a  full  aod  correct 
cop^y  of  such  list,  which  list  and  receipt  shall  re- 
main with  the  principal  assessor,  and  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  any  person  who  may  applf  to 
inspect  the  same:  and  the  other  two  receipts 
shall  be  given  on  aj^^regate  statements  of  the 
lists  aforesaid,  exhibiting  the  gross  amount  of 
each  of  the  aforesaid  duties,  to  be  collected  in 
each  county  or  State  district  contained  in  the  col- 
lection district,  one  of  which  aggregate  state- 
ments and  receipts  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  other  to 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  each 
of  the  said  collectors,  or  his  deputies,  shall,  with- 
in ten  days  after  receiving  his  list,  agreeably  to 
the  **Act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,"  passed  twenty- 
second  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  or 
agreeablv  to  any  act  subsequently  passed,  or  to 
be  passea,  advertise,  in  one  newspaper  printed  in 
his  collection  district,  if  anf  there  be,  and  by  noti- 
fications to  be  posted  up  m  at  least  four  public 
places  in  his  collection  district,  that  the  said  du- 
ties have  become  due  and  payable,  and  state  the 
times  and  places  at  which  he  or  they  will  attend 
to  receive  the  same,  which  shall  be  within  twenty 
days  after  such  notification :  and  with  respect  to 
persons  who  shall  not  attend,  according  to  such 
notification,  it  shall  be  the  dntv  of  each  collector, 
in  person  or  by  deputy,  to  apply  once  at  their  re- 
spective dwellings  within  such  district,  and  there 
demand  the  duties  pavable  by  such  persons, 
which  application  shall  be  made  within  sixty- 
days  after  the  receipt  of  the  said  lists  by  the  col- 
lector ;  and  if  the  said  duties  shall  not  be  then 
paid,  or  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  collector  and  his  deputies  to  pro* 
ceed  to  collect  the  said  duties  by  distress  and  sale 
of  the  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  of  the  persons 
delinqueiit ;  and  in  case  of  such  distress,  it  shaH 
be  the  dntv  of  the  officer  charged  with  the  collec- 
tion to  maxe,  or  caote  to  be  made,  an  account  of 
the  goods  or  chattels  which  majr  be  distrained,  a 
copy  of  which,  sisned  by  the  officer  making  such 
distress,  shall  be  left  with  the  owner  or  possessor 
of  such  goods,  chattels,  or  efi*ects,  or  at  his  dwell- 
ing, with  a  note  of  the  sum  demanded,  and  the 
time  and  place  of  sale ;  and  the  said  officer  shall 
forthwith  Cause  a  notification  to  be  publicly  posted 
up  at  two  ei  the  taverns  nearest  to  the  residence 
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of  the  person  whose  property  shall  be  distcaioed, 
or  of  his  agent,  or  at  the  court-hoase  of  the 
same  coonty,  if  not  more  than  ten  miles  distant, 
which  notice  shall  specify  the  articles  distrained, 
and  the  time  or  place  proposed  for  the  sale  there- 
of; which  time  shall  be  less  than  ten  days  from 
the  date  of  such  notification,  and  the  place  pro- 
posed for  sale  not  more  than  five  miles  distant 
from  the  place  of  making  such  distress:  Pro- 
wUdy  That  in  any  case  of  distress  for  the  pav- 
ment  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  the  goods,  chattels, 
or  effects,  so  distrained,  shall  and  may  be  restored 
to  the  owner  or  possessor,  if,  prior  to  the  sale 
thereof,  payment,  or  tender  thereof,  shall  be  made 
to  the  proper  officer  charged  with  the  collection, 
of  the  full  amount  demanded,  together  with  such 
fee  for  levying,  and  such  sum  for  the  necessary 
and  reasonable  expenses  of  removing  and  keep- 
ing the  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  so  distrained, 
as  may  be  allowed  in  like  cases  by  the  laws  or 

Sractice  of  the  State  or  Territory  wherein  the 
istress  shall  have  been  made;  but  in  ease  of 
nonpayment,  or  tender,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  offi- 
cer shall  proceed  to  sell  the  said  goods,  chattels, 
or  effects,  at  public  auction,  and  shall  and  may 
retain,  from  the  proceeds  of  such  sales,  the  amount 
demandable  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses  of  distress 
and  sale,  and  a  commission  of  fi?e  per  centum 
thereon  for  his  own  use,  rendering  the  overplus, 
if  any  there  be,  to  the  person  whose  goods,  chat- 
tels, or  effects,  shall  have  been  distrained,  or  to 
his  agent :  Pravidedy  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
to  make  distress  of  the  tools  or  implements  of  a 
trade  or  profession,  beasts  of  the  plough  necessary 
for  the  cultivation  of  improved  lands,  arms,  or 
apparel  necessary  for  a  family. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  every  owner,  or  his  ageat,  of 
household  furniture,  or  watches  as  aforesaid, 
within  a  collection  district  of  any  Stale  in  which 
said  collection  district  lists  of  property  shall  not, 
under  a  general  assessment  therein,  have  been 
directed  oy  law  to  be  taken  previously  to  the 
month  of  February  in  any  year,  by  the  assistant 
assessors,  conformably  to  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes 
and  internal  duties,"  passed  the  twenty-second  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and.  thirteen, 
or  to  any  act  subsequently  passed,  to  transmit, 
during  the  said  month  of  February,' in  said  year, 
to  the  principal  assessor  for  the  said  collection 
district,  a  list  in  writing,  stating  the  value  of  the 
household  furniture,  with  the  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  watches,  owned  or  possessed  by  such  per- 
son \  on  failure  to  do  which,  every  such  person, 
whether  owner  or  agent,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  principal  assessor  to  cause  a  written 
or  printed  notice  to  be  left,  previous  to  the  said 
month,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  at  every  inhabited  house  within  the 
collection  district,  requiring  everv  person  to  make 
out  and  render  the  lists  annually  as  aforesaid. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor, 
every  year,  within  sixty  days  alter  (he  expiration 


of  the  said  month,  to  make  oat,  aid  deliver  it 
the  collector,  lists  in  the  inaDner  jateribed  hj 
the  seventh  and  eighth  sections  oltUsael,  sad 
of  the  collector,  thereupon,  to  proectiiBaJJ  re^ 
spects,  as  is  required  by  the  eighth  aadutk  sec- 
tions of  this  act,  in  cases  where  listoaiiteaJd 
shall  have  been  taken  by  the  assistaat  samju^ 
excepting  so  far  as  regards  the  times  of  piyi^ 
the  said  duties,  and  of  notifying  andapplyisjfor 
the  same,  all  of  which  shall  be  the  umtutkm 
fixed  in  relation  to  the  then  essstiA^  4mt  tu 
becoming  due. 

Sec  11.  And  be  it  further  emaOtiThittke 
provisions  of  the  preceding  iseetioa  iiCi^ id 
shall,  under  the  penalty  thereby  ]ftronded,be» 
served  in,  and  shall  apply  to,  iheserenleoUMOdi 
disuricts  within  the  Territories,  or  distriets.irkere> 
in  no  direct  tax  i*  laid,  excepting  tkattkecd- 
lectors  therein  shall  perform  all  the  duties  reqiwd 
thereby  to  be  performed  by  the  principal  aaeBsti: 
Prpfpidedy  That,  instead  of  the  receipt  of  die  col- 
lector, to  the  lists  received  from  the  priacipal 
assessor,  the  collector  shall  afiix  thereto  a  cet\&' 
cate,  that  the  same  is  correct,  and  shall  lod^ 
with  the  marshal  for  the  district,  the  copy  of  tk 
general  list,  which  wonld  otherwise  faive  r^ 
mained  with  the  principal  assessor,  wkiek  list 
shall  remain  with  the  marshal  mad  beopeato 
the  inspection  of  any  persoe  wkomaj  a|if»ly  to 
inspect  the  same:  And  jmmied^  That  the  fiaes 
for  paying  the  said  duties  ia  sack eoUaetioa  dis- 
trict, and  of  notifying  and  applying  tot  Ok «ne, 
shall  be  the  same,  relatively  to  the  date  oi  sa^ 
certificate,  as  in  the  other  collection  districts  tluT 
are  required  to  be  relatively  to  the  date  of  dis 
collector's  receipt. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  Tfe'..  ta 
case  any  person  shall  be  the  owner  of  hooNkli 
furniture,  a  part  of  which  shall  be  is  ose  boss 
and  a  part  in  another,  the  valoatioa  of  atk  pan 
thereof  shall  be  distinctly  made. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enadei  ThMU 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  hoosekdid  itrai- 
ture  shall  be  considered  as  incladiag  |k^S3». 
plate,  clocks,  and  time  pieces,  (except  waicko.) 
and  as  excluding  books,  maps,  and  philosopiii£i^ 
apparatus. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tat 
objecto  taxed  as  aforesaid,  which  skah  bekmg  tt 
any  charitable,  religious,  or  literary  iuumti&i 
or  which  shall  belong  to  the  United  Stales,  ir 
any  State  or  Territory,  or  shall  be  pemaicKir 
or  specially  exempted  Irom  taxation,  at  d^  £■« 
of  passing  thi»  act,  by  the  laws  of  the  Saa  or 
Territory  wherein  the  same  may  be  sissiat.  sba^ 
be  exempted  from  the  aforesaid  vakat^aa  stf 
specification,  and  from  the  duties  aforesuS. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  efuuUed,  Tha:  i 
cases  in  which  it  may  be  doablful  who  is  e&s? 
able  with  the  duties  aforesaid,  they  shall  be  f» 
by  the  person  in  whose  possessioa  the  an « 
taxed  shall  have  been  at  the  time  of  nsceru^ 
the  said  duties,  except  where  such  perscs:^" 
agent  cannot,  at  the  time  of  colleciin^  w^e. 
be  found  within  the  collection  district  ^  <^tivc^ 
they  were  ascertained,  in  which  case  a*^  ^ 
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be  paid  bf  the  person  ibeo  in  possession  of  such 
articles. 

Sbo.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacUd^  That,  in 
case  any  errors  shall  be  committed  in  collecting, 
makio^  oat,  or  rendering,  the  lists  aforesaid,  by 
the  assistant  or  prineipaTasseBsors,  or  the  collect- 
ors, the  same  may  ana  shall  be  corrected  in  sach 
way,  and  within  such  time, as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Bbo,  17.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  erery 
collector  shall  give  receipts  for  all  sums  by  him 
oolleeted  under  this  act,  which  shall  specify  the 
Talue  of  the  household  furniture,  with  the  num- 
ber and  description  of  watches,  for  which  a  doty 
shall  have  been  paid, 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted,  That  the 
forms  of  lists  and  notifications  required  by  this 
act,  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Treasury  Depart-* 
ment. 

Sbo.  19.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  forcibly  obstruct  or  hinder  any  offi- 
cer in  the  execution  of  this  act,  or  of  anv  of  the 
powers  or  auihoritics  hereby  Tested  in  nim,  the 
person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  dollars. 

Sac.  30.  And  beUfiather  enacted^  That  any 
assistant  assessor  who  shall  wilfully  neglect  or 
fail  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  herein  required 
to  be  performed,  snail,  for  every  such  neglect  or 
failure,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars;  and  any  principal  assessor  or 
collector  who  shall  wilfully  fail  or  neglect  to  per- 
form any  of  the  duties  herein  required  to  be  per- 
formed by  hi^  shall,  for  every  such  nejg^lect  or 
failure,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Sbo.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for 

Krforming  the  duties  herdn  required,  there  shall 
annually  allowed  and  paid,  to  eacn  principal 
assessor,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
for  every  thousand  persons  in  his  collection  dis- 
trict, aooordiAg^  to  the  previous  census;  to  each 
eoUeetor,  in  districts  in  which  the  direot  tax  is 
not  laid,  there  shall  be  annually  allowed  and  paid, 
at  the  same  rate ;  and  to  each  assistant  assessor, 
where  the  lists  aforesaid  shall  be  taken,  there 
ahall  be  allowed  and  paid,  for  taking  the  same,  at 
the  rate  of  five  dollars  for  every  hundred  lists  de- 
livered to  the  principal  assessor,  each  of  which 
lists  shall  contain  the  several  objects  herein  taxed  $ 
besides  which  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
each  principal  assessor  or  colleator,  for  collection 


districts  in  which  lists  as  aforesaid,  oadeui  gen- 
aral  assessment  therein,  shall  not  be  madAy  the 


assistant  assessors,  five  dollars  for  every  thousand 
persons  in  his  collection  district,  accordinji;  to  tbe 
previous  census,  for  delivering  the  notices  re- 
quired to  be  left  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  at  each  'inhabited 
house :  Provided^  That  no  addiKonal  allowance 
shall  be  made  to  the  said  officers  for  any  contin- 
gent expenses,  other  than  for  advertising,  print- 
log,  and  paper,  that  may  be  incurred  by  them  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  hereby  required  to  be 
performed ;  for  the  payment  of  which  allowances, 
cw  well  as  thoe«  hereinafter  authoiixed,  aeveoty 


thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
tbe  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  are 
hereby  annually  appropriated. 

Sbc.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in 
eases  where  persons  cannot  be  found  to  serve  as 
principal  or  assistant  assessors  for  the  foregoing 
compensation,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  empowered  to  make  an  additional  al- 
lowance: Plromdedy  That  the  whole  sum  so 
allowed  shall  not,  in  any  one  year,  exceed  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

Sbc.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  provisions  of  ^An  act  making  further 
provision  for  the  collection  of  internal  duties, 
and  for  the  appointment  and  compensation  of 
assessors,"  passed  the  second  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  and 
are  hereby  declared  to  apply  in  full  force  to 
the  duties  laid  by.  and  to  be  collected  under, 
'this  act,  the  same  as  if  such  duties  and  this 
act  were  recognised  therein ;  which  said  duties 
shall  be  collected  by  the  same  collectors,  in  the 
same  manner,  for  the  same  commissions,  and  un- 
der the  same  directions,  as  are  thereb|r  established 
in  relation  to  the  other  internal  duties ;  and  all 
the  obligations,  duties,  and  penalties,  thereby  im- 
posed upon  collectors,  are  hereby  imposed  upoB 
the  collectors  of  the  duties  laid  by  this  act. 

Sbo.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized, to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act. 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same^  ana 
for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may 
be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incur- 
red by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued 
for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  collector  within  whose  disUrict 
any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have 
been  incurred,  by  bill,  plains  or  information,  one 
moietv  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if 
other  than  a  collector,  shall  first  inform,  of  the 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine, 
penal tv,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  been  incurred: 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 
arise  or  accrue  more  than  fiftv  miles  distant  from 
the  nearest  place  by  law  established  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  district  court,  within  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  re- 
covery may  be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State, 
holden  within  the  said  district,  having  jurisdic- 
tion in  like  cases. 

Sbc.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment; for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  principal  and  interest,  contracted,  and 
to  be  contracted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
contracts,  respectively  ;  and  for  creating  an  ade- 
quate sinking  fund,  gradually  to  reduce,  and 
eventually  to  extinguish,  the  public  debt,  con- 
tracted and  to  be  contracted;  the  duties  laid 
and  imposed  by  this  act  shall  eoniiaae  to  b» 
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laid,  kvied,  and  eoHeeted,  during  the  prevent 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, and  until  the  purpose*  aforesaid  shall  be 
completely  accomplished.  And.  for  the  eflectvial 
application  of  the  reTenae  to  be  raised  bjr  and 
from  the  said  duties  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in 
doe  form  of  law,  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  pledged :  Provided  alwajfti  Thatwhen- 
erer  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  Co  alter, 
reduce,or  change,  the  said  duties,  or  either  of  them, 
it  shall  be  lawful  so  to  do,  upon  profidiag  and 
substituting,  by  law.  at  the  same  time,  and  for 
the  same  purposes,  other  duties,  which  shall  be 
equslly  productive  with  the  duties  so  altered,  re- 
duced, or  changed. 
Approved,  January  18. 1815. 


An  Act  suppiementaiy  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act 
providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  elaimanls 
of  poblic  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory." 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Statifs  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized, 
by  and  with  the  adTice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  appoint  three  fit  and  disinterested  persons, 
to  be  and  act  as  commissioners,  by  virtue  of  an 
act,  entitled  ^'Ao  act  providing  for  the  indemni* 
ficaiiun  of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,"  in  the  place  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  time  being;  and  the  said  persons  are  hereby 
constituted  aud  appointed  a  hoard  of  commission- 
ers, any  two  of  whom  may  act  as  a  quorum,  as 
in  snd  by  the  act  aforesaid  is  provided.  Which 
board  is  hereby  declared  to  be  intended  to  efiect 
the  same  purposes  and  services  as  the  said  origi- 
nal boards  and  is,  in  every  respect,  substitu^ 
for  the  same ;  and  is  herebv  authoriaed  to  exe- 
cute all  the  powers  granted  to,  and  directed  to 
perform  all  the  duties  enjoined  upon,  the  said 
original  board  of  commissi imefs,  according  to  the 
intent  and  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

Sgo.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
commissiouers  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  shall  meet  at  some  suitable  plate  within 
the  District  of  Culumbia,  on  the  fourth  Monday 
of  January  current,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may 
be,  to  enter  on  the  diHtes  assigned  them.  And 
that  they  shall  proceed  therein,  as  expeditiously 
as  may  be,  and  from  time  to  time  shall  certify  and 
report  to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  the  releases  that  shall  have 
been  made,  and  the  claims  they  shall  have  finally 
adjudsed  and  allowed,  agreeably  to  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  which  this  act  isBuapIementary. 
Sec«  3.  And  beUJwiber  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  said  commissioners,  before  they  proceed  to 
execute  their  duties  as  such,  shall  Uke  the  fol- 
lowing oath,  or  affirmation,  to  wit:  *'I,  A  B,  do 
solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  am  not  inter 
estfd  in  the  event  qf  any  decision  that  may  be 
made  by  this  board  of  commissioners,  and  that 
1  will  faithfully  and  impartially  discharge  and 
perform  all  the  duties  locumbent  on  me  as  a 
mamber  thereof:  apd  will  adjudge  and  determine 


aU  the  matters,  elaias,  and  coairaversfes^  aalrject 
to  the  adjudication  and  deterasinauon  of  thim 
board,  according  to  the  best  of  my  ahiUttea,  agree- 
ably  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates, aod  ike 
prjocipies  of  justice  and  equity." 

Sbo.  i.  And  be  U/urtker  enacted.  Thai  the 
said  board  of  commissioners  shall  Ittre  powcc 
and  authority  to  appoint  a  seeretmrir,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  receive,  file,  and  pieaeiTc,  the  par 
pars,  documents,  and  claima,  thai  may  be  picseat- 
ed  to,  and  received  by,  said  bomrd  of  o 

era,  and  to  enter  and  record  nki  the  i , 

ceedings,  judgments,  and  detenninations,  of  i 
board  of  commissioners.  And  <Mie  af  said  c 
missioners  shall  administer  an  oath  to  waA  Mtr 
retary,  for  the  faithful  diaehar;^  of  his  duty.  And 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  oot  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  to  eaeh  of  the  saii 
commissioners,  as  well  as  to  thesecreUry  by  them 
to  be  appointed,  as  a  eompeasadon  for  theif  re- 
spectire  services  under  this  act,aBd  in  full  for  the 
same,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  doliara. 

8BC.6.  AndbeUfiaHheremadted,  Thai  farther 
time  be,  and  hereby  is,  allowed  to  deposite  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  releaaes  to  the 
United  States,  of  claims  uader  the  aet,  or  pre- 
tended act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  oa 
the  seventh  day  of  January,  seveateea  kamdred 
and  ninety^fiv^  and  assigamenls  of  righu  or 
claims  to  moneys  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  power  to  sae^VeRfiff  ;  and 
also  for  recording,  in  the  office  of  the  Becfelarf  ^ 
State,  any  deed  or  eTidence  of  any  title  or  claim 
that  hath  been  released  to  the  United  States,  or 
that  shall  be  released  oa  or  before  the  day  heieby 
appointed,  to  wit:  the  third  Monday  in  Msivh 
next.  And  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  fass- 
ed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thotaaad  eight 
huttdredand  three,  entitled  '^Anaetregviatiagihe 
grants  of  lands  of  the  United  States  sooth  of  the 
State  of  Tenoessee."  and  so  madi  of  the  act  m 
which  this  is  supplementary,  as  exdode  claim- 
ants from  recording  their  claims  after  thefirsaiaf 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  handred  and  foK, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  6.  AndbeUJur&ieremoacied^  Thatthesaid 
commissioners  be.,  aad  hetebT  are^  avthorised  and 
empowered  to  consider  and  determine  aildaraa, 
that  shall  have  been  duly  released  to  the  Uaiicd 
Slates,  on  or  before  the  said  third  Monday  of 
March,  which  may  be  made  and  preferred  by  as> 
signees  of  bankrapts,  or  executon,  or  adonnislrattw 
on  estys  of  deceas(Ni  persoosj  which  amy  he  ia- 
solvenr  and  subject  to  distnbotion  aamif  the 
creditors  of  the  persons  so  deceased. 

Approved,  January  23,  1815. 

An  Act  to%uthorize  the  Pxesideat  of  the  Uaitad  Slalsi 
to  accept  the  services  of  State  treofs  aad  of  vaim- 
tcers. 

Beit  enacted,  fc.  That  the  President  of  ne 
Uoited  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authtf^ed 
and  required  to  receive  into  the  services^ the 
United  States  any  corps  of  troops  mhiek  may 
have  been,  or  may  be,  rained,  organised,  %nA  of- 
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ieerod,  viUler  ilie  aoilioritf  of  mnr  of  the  State*, 
wliote  term  of  ser?ieeaball  not  be  less  than  twelve 
moDibfl ;  which  eorps,  when  reoeired  into  the  ner- 
Tice  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  wbjeet  to  the 
roles  and  articles  of  war,  and  emplofed  in  the 
State  raising  the  same,  or  in  the  adjoining  Slate, 
and  not  elsewhere,  eicept  with  the  assent  of  the 
Biesutive  of  th^  State  so  raising  the  same:  Pro* 
tukd^  That  said  corps  shall  not  contain  in  the 
whole,  ezdusiTeof  officers,  more  than  forty  thoa* 
sand  men ;  and  that  the  number  to  be  received  in 
«Djr  State  shaU  not  exceed  the  namber  herebv  ap- 
poftioned  to  such  State:  that  is  to  sav,  in  New 
tiaiDpshire,'  one  thousand  three  bandreo  and  eigh- 
teen.    In    Mussaehasetts,  fonr  thousand  three 
hundred  and  niaety-iye.    In  Vermont,  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  dghteen.    In  Rhode 
Island,  four  hundred  and  forty.    In  Connecticut, 
one  thousand  fire  hundred  and  forty.    In  New 
York,  fire  thousand  nine  hundredatid  thirty-three. 
In  New  Jersey,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighteen.    In  f^ennsylrania,  fire  thousand  and 
finy-flre.    In  Delaware,  four  hundred  and  forty. 
In  Maryland,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty.    In  Virginia,  fire  thousand  and  fifty-fire. 
In  North  Carolina,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-eight.    In  South  Carolina,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  eighty.    In  Georgia,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen.    In  &en- 
tuchy,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-six. 
bi  Ohio,  one  thousand  three  hundred' and  eigh- 
teen.   In  Tennessee^  one  thousand  three  hundred 
aii4  eighteen.    In  Louisiana,  two  hundred  and 
twentr.    And  be  it  Juriker  proHdedf  That   in 
ease  tie  President  of  the  United  States  shall  here- 
after call  on  the  Bxecutires  of  the  sereral  Slates, 
to  hold  in  readiness  their  respectire  quotas  of  mi- 
litia for  serrice,  he  shall  consider  the  corps  of 
State  troops,  raised  in  any  Slate,  as  part  of  the 
^ota  of  such  State. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  Juriker  enacted.  That  the 
corps  as  aforesaid,  accepted  under  this  act,  shall 
be  armed  and  equipped  ai  the  expense  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay, 
elothing,  rations,  forage,  and  emoluments  of  erery 
kind,  and  (bounty  excepted)  to  the  same  benefits 
and  allowances  as  the  regular  troops  of  the  Uni- 
ted Spates. 

Sfo.  3.  And  be  il  Jurtker  enacled,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  be,  aad  he  is  here- 
by, auihorized  to  receire  into  the  serrice  of  the 
UoUe4  Statesi  aay  roluoteers  who  may  ofier  their 
aerrices,  to  be  ocgamed  io  eoaformilr  to  the 
laws  respecting  the  oiganiaatioo  of  the  Military 
fiatuhlisameat  of  the  United  States:  JPr^vided^ 
That  the  whole  number  of  such  rolunteers^  who 
naay  be  in  serriee  at  any  ooe  time,  exdustre  of 
officers,  shall  not  exceed  forty  thousand  men. 

Sbc  i.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  the 
oAcers  of  the  said  roluateers  shall  be  commis- 
sioned br  the  President  of  the  United  Stales ; 
and,  while  in  actaai  serriee,  the  said  rolunteers 
ahall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  ratioae,  forage, 
and  emolumeau  of  erery  kind,  and  (bounty  ex- 
eoptod)  to  the  same  beneitc  and  allowaacea  as 


the  re|[olar  troopa  of  the  United  Stales,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  Jurdker  mmefiBd,  That  tbo 
said  rolunteers  may,  at  rheir  option,  be  armed 
and  equipped  by  the  United  l^atee,  or  at  their 
own  expense;  and  in  case  they  arm  and  equip 
themselres,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Pfeaideat  of 
the  United  States,  they  shall  each  be  entitled  to 
receire  six  and  one-quarter  cents  per  day,  while 
in  actual  serriee,  for  the  use  and  risk  of  such 
arms  and  equipments:  ProiMkd^  That  the  com- 
pensation thus  allowed  shall  not  in  any  case  ex- 
ceed twenty-four  dollars:  And  promded  aleni 
That  no  rifie  shaH  be  reoeired  into  the  serrice  ot 
the  United  States,  whose  calibre  shall  be  formed 
to  carry  a  ball  of  a  smaller  size  than  at  the  rata 
of  sereoty  balls  to  a  pound  weight. 

Sao.  6.  AndbeitJkriherenaSed,  That  the  said 
rolunteers,  if  employed  hi  serrice  for  a  term  not 
less  than  tweire  months^  may,  at  their  option,  ha 
clothed  at  their  own  expense  or  by  the  Uaited 
States ;  and  in  case  they  furnish  their  own  clo^ 
thing,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receire  in  money 
a  sum  equal  to  the  eost  of  the  clothing  allowed 
to  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Sao.  7.  And  be  U  Juriker  enacted.  That  wheiH 
eiret  aor  noncommissioned  officer,  musician,  ot 
prirate,  baring  serred  in  any  of  the  corps  of  State 
troops  or  rolunteers,  raised  by  rirtue  of  this  ael^ 
during  two  years,  or  who,  baring  engaged  to 
serre  two  years,  shall  hare  been  discharged  la 
consequence  of  the  termination  of  the  present 
war,  shall  hare  obtained  from  the  commanding 
officer  of  his  eoa»pany,  battalion,  or  regiment,  a 
eerttfieaH  that  he  had  faithAilhr  performed  kh 
daty  whilst  in  serriee^  he  shall  be  allowed,  ia 
addition  to  the  emoluments  allowed  in  this  aet^ 
oae  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land:  and  the 
widow  and  ehiMreo,  and  if  there  be  no  widow 
or  child,  then  the  parents  of  such  nonoommio^ 
stoned  offieers,  musietans,  and  prirales,  as  may 
hare  engaged  for  a  term  of  serrice  aot  less  than 
two  years,  and  who  may  be  killed  in  actloa  ot 
die  in  the  serrioe,  shall  likewise  be  allowed  the 
said  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
laud,  which  shall  be  sorreyed  and  granted  in  tin 
manner  ororided  by  theaet,  entitled  *<An  net  to 
proridetor  the  designating,  surreying,  and  gran^ 
ing,  the  mUiury  bountr  lands.'' 

Sao.  8.  And  be  itjitraer  etmeted,  That  the 
appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  said  roloateen, 
if  reaeired  into  the  serriee  of  the  United  Statca 
for  the  term  of  tweire  months,  or  for  a  longer 
term,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  their 
adrice  and  consent,  at  .their  next  session,  after 
commissions  for  the  same  shall  hare  been  issued. 

Sso.  9k  And  be  it  Jur^er  enacted,  Tha^tfthe 
whole  number  offorty  thousand  men,  aothomed  by 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  famished 
hf  the  States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  suppy  the  deficieney,  by 
accepting  she  serrices  of  roiunteere  to  the  num- 
ber (^suoh  deficiency :  Fromded,  That  the  whole 
number  of  State  troops  and  rolunteers  togeiheiL 
acoepted  under  the  proristons  of  this  act,  shall 
not  exceed  eighty  thousand  men. 
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8bc  10.  AsnA  be  U  further  emetedL  That  the 
expenses  incnrred  under  this  act,  shall  be  defrayed 
oot  of  the  appropriations  which  are,  or  which 
may  be,  authorized^  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
calling  ont  the  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Approved,  January  27, 1815, 

An  Act  to  prohibit  Intercoone  with  the  Enemy,  and 
for  other  pwposes. 

Be  it  enacUdf  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  collector,  naval  officer  surveyor,  or  inspector 
of  the  customs,  as  well  in  an  adjoining  district  as 
that  to  which  he  belongs,  to  enter  on  board,  search, 
and  examine,  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  or  raft,  and 
if  he  shall  find  on  board  the  same  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  which  he  shall  have  prob- 
able cause  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty,  the  pay* 
ment  of  which  is  intended  to  be  evaded,  or  have 
been  imported  into  the  United  States  in  any  man- 
ner contrary  to  law,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  seize 
and  secure  the  same  for  trial. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor, 
or  inspector  of  the  customs,  as  well  in  any  adjoin- 
ing disuict,  as  that  to  which  he  belongs,  to  stop, 
aearch,  and  examine,  any  carriage  or  vehicle  of 
any  kind  whatsoever,  and  to  stop  any  person  trav- 
elhng  on  foot,  or  beast  «f  burden,  on  which  he 
ahall  suspect  there  are  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, which  are  subject  to  duty,  or  which 
ahall  have  been  introduced  into  the  United  States 
in  any  manner  contrary  to  law;  and  if  such  offi- 
cer shall  find  any  good^  wares,  or  merchandise, 
on  any  such  carriage^  vehicle,  person  travelling 
on  foot,  or  beast  of  burden,  which  be  shall  have 
probable  cause  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty,  or 
nave  been  unlawfully  introduced  into  the  United 
States,  he  shall  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  trial. 
And  ii  any  of  the  said  officers  of  the  customs  shall 
auspect  that  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
which  are  subject  to  doty,  or  which  shall  have 
been  introduced  into  the  United  States  contrary 
to  law,  are  concealed  in  any  particular  dwelling- 
house,  store,  or  other  building,  he  shall,  upon 
proper  application,  on  oath,  to  any  judge  or  jus- 
tice of  the\>eace,  be  entitled  to  a  warrant,  directed 
to  such  officer,  who  is  hereby  authorizea  to  serve 
the  same^  to  enter  such  house,  store,  or  other 
building,  in  the  day  time  only,  and  there  to  search 
and  examine  whether  there  are  any  suoh  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  which  are  subject  to  duty, 
or  have  been  unlawfully  imported;  and  if,  on 
auch  search  or  examination,  any  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,'  shall  be  found,  which 
there  shall  be  probable  cause,  for  the  officer  mak- 
ing such  search  or  examination,  to  believe  are 
aubject  to  duty,  or  have  been  unlawfully  intro- 
daeed  into  the  United  Sutea,  he  shall  seize  and 
aecure  the  same  for  trial. 

Snc.  3.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
peraon  or  persons  inhabiting  the  same,  shall 
transport,  or  attempt  to  transport,  over  land, 
or  by  water,  in  whataoever  way,  or  by  whatso- 


ever 
munitions 


means,  naval  or  mihury  ^  ^ 
tions  of  war,  cattle,  live  «tock,«nS« 
of  provisions,  cotton,  tobtcco,  gooi^iiiern 
supplies  of  any  kind,  from  any  place inhen J' 
ted  States,  to  any  of  the  proTiD«i«teritof 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  orof  wbicki^Z 
be  in  possession,  such  Daval  or  miliimiyJ 
arms,  or  the  munitioosof  war,eattle,lift«^ 
articles  of  provisioDs,  cotton,  tobim,  ^ 
money,  or  other  supplies,  together liih ilia/. 
riage  or  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  ressd,  b»Lnfia 
vehicle,  of  whatsoeer  kind,orhone,ori)tbefl!»{L 
by  which  they,  or  any  of  them,  are  \xKmJ 
or  attempted  to  be  traasported,  shall  Wiod^ 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  aod  the  pen»« 
persons  so  offending,  or  aiding  or  prlTytot^t 
same,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,totheuse of  ibeUoiKi 
States,  a  sum  equal  in  valne  (o  the  aiii  m 
merated  articles,  or  other  soppjies^forfeiied  15 
aforesaid,  as  well  as  of  the  carriage,  wagoD,eif^ 
sleigh,  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  other  Teliiele,ff  beat 
used  to  transport  the  same;  and  the  aideiiizai 
and  persons  so  offending,  their  aidmuhbeua^ 
and  also  the  owner  or  ownenof  aojof  tbeaii 
enumerated  articled,  or  other  tap]ilies,kDOfiif  si 
such  illegal  act,  and  theownetorovoetsofi^ 
carriage,  wagon,  cart,  sleigh.  reaellm^R/'u 
other  vehicle,  or  beast,  Qseavith^orkr;ar 
their,  knowledge  and  codwm;  to  tnapoit  the 
same,  shall,  moreover,  be  eomWas^iltyof 
a  misdemeanor,  and  be  liable  \&k^,  is  aof 
sum  not  exceeding  one  thoQttnidta,a^ia> 

Jrisoned  for  a  term  not  ezeeediBg  Oiiee  ^euv*. 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  sinll  lie  «»• 
strued  to  prohibit  any  transporution,fortbtt 
or  account  of  the  United  States,  or  iny  of  tien^ 
or  the  supply  of  their  troops  or  aroie,vhit» 
ever  they  may  be. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  yUiiAerauuM  That  era; 
collector,  naval  officer,  sarve7or,aDdiKpecioriij 
the  customs,  shall,  on  probable  cinse,bTe foil 
power  and  authority  to  seize,  siof,  sank  fcr, 
detain,  and  keep  in  castod7,imtilitMbn 
been  ascertained  whether  the  aoeshill^^ 
been  forfeited  or  not,  all  naval  or  militwystf^ 
arms,  or  the  munitions  of  war.  cattle,  li«^ 
articles  of  provisions,  cotton,  tobice«,  ?e» 
money,  or  other  supplies,  transported, or  iiteapt- 
ed  to  be  transported,  contrary  to  the  jwri^ 
of  the  next  preceding  section  of  thisKt,»wi 
as  the  carriage,  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  TtseUWJ 
raft,  or  other  vehicles,  beast  or  beasts, km  » 
transport  the  same.  And  if  the  offi«B«2[ 
ized  as  aforesaid,  or  anyof  them,shil!hJ«F 
able  cause  to  suspect  a  concealment  iDUjF 
ticnlar  dwelling-bouse,  store,  or  boiWinf.K»«l 
naval  or  military  stores,  arms,  or  0MtB»« 
war,  cattle,  live  stock,  articles  of  P"'^'**?: 
ton.  tobacco,  goods,  movtej,  or  other  «Pf» 
with  intent  to  be  confeyedor  Iransporw,^ 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  the  next  P^^"*' 
tion  of  this  act,  they,  or  either  w^*"^ 
upon  proper  application,  snpporied  by«^ 
affirmation,  to  any  judge  or  jastteeof  tbeg 
be  entitled  to  a  warrant,  directed  iof««^« 
who  is  hereby  authoiwd  10  »m  iht^ 


1901 


APPENDIX. 


1002 


PMic  Acts  of  Qmgrus. 


enter  saeh  dwelliaff^hoaee,  stote  or  other  baild- 
ing,  io  day  time  only,  aod  there  to  search  for  such 
said  enumerated  articles  or  other  supplies,  as 
aforesaid;  and  in  case  any  be  found,  to  seize,  de-' 
tain,  and  keep  in  custody,  until  it  shall  hatre  been 
forfeited  or  not;  and  if  such  unlawful  intent  exist, 
as  aforesaid,  any  judge  or  justice,  acting  upon 
probable  cause,  aforesaid,  is  hereby  antborized 
and  required,  on  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
enumerated  articles,  or  other  supplies,  being 
brought,  on  due  process,  before  htm,  to  hold  him 
or  them  to  security  in  a  sufficient  sum,  with  suf* 
ficient  bail  for  his  or  their  good  behaviour,  as  a 
person  or  persons. suspected,  upon  probable  cause, 
as  aforesaid,  of  carrying  on  trade  or  intercourse 
with  the  enemy ;  the  said  authority  to  bind  to 
good  behaviour,  to  extend  also  to  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  custody  or  charge  of  such  prohibited  ar- 
ticles  or  other  supplies,  with  knowledge  of  the 
criminal  intention  to  transport  them  as  aforesaid ; 
Provided  alwayoy  That  the  necessity  of  a  search 
warrant,  arising  under  this  act,  shall  in  no  case 
be  considered  as  applicable  to  any  carriage,  wa- 
gon, cart,  sleigh,  vessel,  boat,  or  other  vehicle,  of 
whatever  form  or  construction,  employed  as  a 
medium  of  transportation,  or  to  packages,  on  any 
animal  or  animals,  or  carried  by  man  on  foot. 
Andprmded  aUo,  That  all  the  said  enumerated 
articles  or  other  supplies,  which  shall  be  seized 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  put  into,  and  remain 
in  the  cusmdy  of  the  collector,  or  such  other  per- 
son as  he  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  until  it 
shall  have  been  ascertained  whether  the  same 
have  been  forfeited  or  not. 

Sbo.  5.  And  bo  ttfitriher  enacted,  That  every 
collector  of  the  customs  shall  have  authority, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  principal  officer  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  to  employ,  within  his 
district,  such  number  of  proper  persons,  as  inspec- 
tors of  the  customs,  as  he  shall  jndge  necessary, 
who  are  hereby  declared  to  be  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms ;  and  the  said  inspectors,  before  they  enter  on 
the  duties  of  their  offices,  shall  take  and  subscribe, 
before  the  collectors  appointing  them,  or  before 
some  magistrate,  within  their  respective  districts, 
authorize  by  law  to  administer  oaths,  the  follow- 
ing oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit:  «I^— i.— ^, 
having  been  appointed  an  inspector  of  the  cus- 
toms, within  and  for  the  districi^  of  — ,  do 
solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly,  swear  or  affirm 

ias  the  case  may  be,)  that  I  will  dili^ntly  and 
aithfuUy  execute  the  duties  of  the  said  office  of 
inspector,  and  will  use  my  best  endeavors  to  pre- 
vent and  detect  frauds  and  violations  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  I  further  swear,  or 
affirm,  that  I  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.'' 

Sbd.  6.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  any 
collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  inspector, 
when  proceeding  to  make  any  search  or  seizure 
authorised  by  this  act,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby, 
empowered  to  command  any  person  who  shall  be 
within  ten  miles  of  the  place  where  such  search 
or  seizure  shall  be  made,  to  aid  and  assist  such 
officer  in  the  discharge  and  performance  of  his 
duly  therein ;  and.  if  any  person,  being  so  com- 


manded, shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  aid  and  assist 
such  officer  in  making  such  search  or  seizure,  the 
person  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  not  less  than  fifty  douars.  And  such  officer 
may  also  demand,  in  cases  of  resistance,  the  assist- 
ance  of  the  marshal  of  the  district,  or  any  of  his 
deputies,  who  shall  call  upon  the  posse  of  the  dis- 
trict, if  necessary,  in  his  or  their  judgment,  to 
render  effectual  the  execution  of  this  act ;  and 
all  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  .district  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  able  to  travel,  who 
refuse  or  neglect,  on  proper  notice  from  the  mar- 
shal, or  any  of  his  deputies,  to  jjoin  such  pos8&' 
shall  be  considered  guilty  or  a  misdemeanor,  ann 
be  liable  to  be  fined,  in  any  sum  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned,  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
forfeitures  and  penalties  mentioned  in  this  act 
shall  be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  recovered,  or 
inflieted,  by  action  of  debt,  or  by  information  or 
indictment,  in  any  court  competent  to  take  cog- 
nizance  thereof  and  try  the  same;  and  that  all 
forfeitures  and  penalties,  so  recovered,  by  virtue 
of  ibis  act,  shall,  after  deduction  all  proper  costs 
and  charffes,  be  disposed  of  as  follows :  one  moiety 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  thereof,  by  the  collector 
recovering  the  same;  the  other  moiety  shall  be 
divided  between,  and  paid  in  equal  proportions 
to,  the  collectot  and  naval  officer  of  the  district, 
and  surveyor  of  the  port,  wherein  the  same  shall 
have  been  incurred,  or  to  suoh  of  the  said  officers 
as  there  may  be  in  the  said  district ;  and  in  dis- 
tricts where  only  one  of  the  aforesaid  offices  shall 
have  been  esublished,  the  said  moiety  shall  be 
given  to  such  officer :  Provided,  That  where  the 
seizure  shall  have  been  made  by  any  inspector 
or  inspectors,  out  of  the  presence  of  the  collector, 
naval  officer,  or  surveyor,  such  inspector  or  inspee* 
tors  shall  be  entitled,  in  addition  to  such  other 
compensation  as  may  be  allowed  them^  to  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  the  moiety  herein  given  to  tne 
collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  as  aforesaid, 
or  to  either  of  them:  And  promded  aleo,  That  in 
all  cases  where  such  penalties  and  forfeitures 
shall  be  recovered,  in  pursuance  of  information 
given  to  such  collector,  naval  officer,  or  surveyor, 
by  any  private  informer,  the  one-half  of  such 
moiety  shall  be  given  to  such  informer,  and  the 
remainder  thereof  shall  be  disposed  of  betweea 
the  collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  in  man- 
ner aforesaiu,  and  the  same  allowance  of  twenty* 
five  per  cent,  to  inspectors,  when  the  seizure  is 
made  by  them  as  aforesaid :  And  mmded  like^ 
iMM,  That  whenever  the  value  or  the  property 
seized,  condemned,  and  sold,  under  this  act,  shall 
be  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  that 

Sirt  of  the  forfeiture  which  accrues  to  the  United 
tates,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 
shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  costs  of 
prosecution :  And  it  i» further  fromded,  That  if 
any  offieer,  or  other  person,  entitled  to  a  part  or 
share  of  any  of  the  penalties  or  forfeitures  incurred 
in  virtue  of  this  aet,  shall  be  necessary  as  a  wil* 


1008 


APPENDIX 


1904 


PMbiic  A$u  of  Qmgrtm. 


wm»f  OD  the  trial  for  such  penalty  or  forfeitvre, 
•uoh  officer  or  other  person  may  be  a  witaesc 
mpoD  the  said  trial,  but  in  each  case  he  shall  not 
receive^  or  be  eotitled  to,  any  part  or  share  of  the 
said  peoahy  or  forfeiture,  and  the  part  or  share 
to  waich  he  otherwise  would  ha?e  been  entitled 
shall  revert  to  the  United  States. 

Sbg.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
•uit  or  prosecution  be  commenced  in  any  State 
coort, against  any  collector,  naval  officer^sorveyor, 
inspector,  or  any  other  officer,  civil  or  miiitarr, 
or  any  other  person  aiding  or  assisting,  agreeable 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  undercolor  thereof, 
for  anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done,  as  an 
officer  of  the  customs,  or  for  anything  done  by 
viftue  of  this  act,  or  under  color  thereof,  and  the 
defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of  entering  his  appear- 
ance in  such  court,  file  a  petition  for  the  removal 
of  the  cause  for  trial  at  the  next  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  to  be  holden  in  the  district 
where  the  suit  is  pending  and  offer  good  and  suf- 
oient  surety  for  his  eotenng  bail  in  such  court,  on 
the  first  day  of  its  session,  copies  of  said  process 
against  him,  and  also  for  his  there  appearing  at  the 
oonrt  and  entering  special  bail  in  the  cause,  ifspeoial 
hail  was  originaUy  required  therein,  it  shall  then 
he  the  dutyof  the  State  court  to  accept  the  surety, 
aad  proceed  no  further  in  the  cause,  and  the  hail 
that  shall  have  been  originally  taken  shall  be  dis- 
ohaiged ;  and  such  copies  being  entered  as  afore- 
said in  such  court  of  the  United  States,  the  cause 
shall  there  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it 
hod  been  brought  there  by  odginal  process,  what- 
ever aaay  be  tie  amount  of  the  sum  in  dispute, 
or  damages  claimed,  or  whatever  the  citizenship 
of  the  parties,  any  /ormer  law  to  the  coatiary 
Mt  withstanding :  and  any  attachment  of  the  goods 
or  estate  of  the  defendant,  by  the  original  process, 
ahnU  hold  the  ^ oods  or  estate  so  attaehed  to  an- 
awer  the  final  judgment,  in  the-  same  manner  aa 
by  the  laws  of  such  State  they  would  haTe  been 
holden  to  answer  final  judf^meot,  had  it  heetk  nn- 
dered  by  the  court  in  which  the  suit  was  com* 
SMoced.  And  it  shall  be  lawful,  in  any  action 
or  proeecution  which  any  he  now  pending,  or 
hereafter  commenced,  before  any  Stale  court 
whatever,  for  anything  donc^  or  omitted  to  be 
done,  by  irhe  defendant,  as  an  inspeetor  or  other 
officer  of  the  customs,  after  final  judgment,  for 
either  party  to  remove  and  transler,  by  af^^l,  suoh 
decision,  during  theseesion  or  term  of  said  court, 
at  which  the  same  shall  have  taken  pkee,  from 
suoh  court  to  the  next  circuit  court  of  the  United 
Sutes,  to  be  held  in  the  district  in  which  such  ap- 
peal shall  be  taken  in  manner  aforesaid ;  and  it 
abtll  be  the  duty  of  the  person  taking  such  appeal, 
to  produce  aad  enter  in  the  said  circuit  court  at* 
tented  copies  of  the  process,  proceedings,  and  judg- 
ment, in  such  cause;  and  it  shall  also  M  competent 
fbr  either  party,  within  $ix  months  of  the  rendition 
of  a  judgment  in  any  such  cause,  by  writ  of  error, 
or  other  process,  to  remove  the  same  to  the  eircuit 
court  of  the  United  States  of  chat  district  in 
which  such  judgment  shall  have  been  rendered, 
Ond  the  said  circuit  court  shall  thereupon  proceed 
to  try  and  determine  the  facts  aad  the  law  u  auch 


action,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
been  there  originally  commenced;  the  jodgmest 
in  such  case  notwithstanding*  And  any  hail 
which  may  have  been  uken,or  property  attached, 
shall  be  holden  on  the  final  judgment  of  the  said 
circuit  court  in  such  action,  in  the  saos  ■aniier 
as  if  no  such  removal  and  transfer  bad  beea  mido 
as  aforesaid ;  and  the  State  court  from  whidi  aaf 
such  action  may  be  removed  and  tiansfcrred  as 
aforesaid,  upon  the  party's  giving  good  and  suffi- 
cient seeunty  for  the  proeecution  thereof  shaM 
allow  the  same  to  be  removed  and  transferred, 
and  proceed  no  further  in  the  case:  Pnmdet^ 
hawemr^  That  if  the  party  aforesaid  shall  fiAdalf 
to  enter  the  removal  and  transfer  as  aforewd  ia 
the  circuit  court,  agreeable  to  this  aet,  the  Stale 
court,  by  which  judgment  shall  have  been  ren- 
dered, and  from  which  the  transfer  and  reoaoval 
shall  nave  been  OEiade  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  author- 
ized, on  motion  for  that  purpose,  to  isttie  eaeeo- 
tioUf  and  to  carry  into  effect  any  such  judgment, 
the  same  as  if  no  such  removal  and  transfer  had 
been  made :  Prtmded  neverihelem,  That  this  act 
shall  not  be  construed  to  apply  to  any  prosecntton 
for  an  offence  involving  corporal  p«nishmeoL 
And  provided  €deo,  That  no  such  appeal  shall  be 
allowed  in  any  criminal  action  or  prosecocion, 
where  final  judgmeat  shall  have  been  rendcfed  in 
favor  of  the  defendant,  or  respondent  by  the  State 
court;  and  in  any  actioa  or  proseeouon  against 
any  person  as  aforesaid,  it  shali  be  lawal  for  such 
person  to  plead  the  general  issue,  aad  ^ve  ihta 
act  and  anv  special  matter  in  evidence.  And  i£, 
in  any  such  suit,  the  plaintiff  is  nonsuit,  or  judg- 
ment pass  against  him,  the  dofondaat  shall  recover 
double  costs. 

Sbg.  9.  Andbe  it  Jurther  enaetad^  Thatinaay 
suit  or  prosecution  against  any  person,  for  aay 
act  or  thing  done  as  an  officer  of  the  eustoms,  or 
any  person  aiding  or  assisting  such  officer  ihciein, 
and  judgment  shall  be  given  against  the  defendant 
or  respondent,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  court,  he- 
fore  which  such  suit  or  prosecution  shall  betiied* 
that  there  was  probable  cause  for  doiof  such  act  oc 
thing,  such  court  shall  order  a  proper  certifieatie 
or  entry  to  be  made  thereof;  and  in  such  ease  the 
defendant  or  respondent  shall  not  be  BaUe  for 
costs,  nor  shall  he  be  liable  to  execotion,  or  to 
any  action  of  damages,  or  to  any  other  mode  of 
prosecution  for  the  act  done  by  hun  as  aforesaid : 
Pramded,  That  such  pi^peKy  or  articles  may  be 
held  in  custody  bf  the  defondant,  if  any  hc^  nficr 
judjgmeat,  forthwith  returned  to  the  clsimanr  or 
claimants,  his,  her,  or  their,  ngeiM  or  ngenis. 

Sec.  10.  AndbeiiJurOerenae^  Thatao 
citizen,  or  person  usually  residiag  wilhia  the 
United  Sutes,  shall  be  permitted  lo  omm  the 
frontier  into  aay  of  the  provinces  or  territory  be- 
longing to  the  enemy,  or  of  which  he  mav  be 
possessed,  without  a  passport  first  obtained  mm 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secreury  of  War,  or 
other  officer,  civil  or  military,  authorized  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  gmnt  the  saa^ 
or  from  the  Gk>vernor  of  a  State  or  Ternttiy; 
nor  shall  any  citizen,  or  person  residiog  asalfafo- 
said,  of  his  owft  accord,  upon  aay  pretaaee  what* 
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•••f er,  be  pcrantt^,  wttli»vt  viwii  paMport,  to  go 
en  boaid  of  aay  of  the  thips,  or  veeaels,  or  boats, 
of  the  enemy,  od  the  Lakes,  aloag  tlie  seaboard, 
or  elsewhere  within  the  bays,  soands,  riverS)  or 
waters,  of  the  Uoited  States,  or  to  hold  any  inter- 
eoarse  with  sach  enemy,  or  with  any  officer  there- 
of; nor  shall  any  citizen,  or  person  residing  as 
aforesaid,  be  permitted,  without  such  passport, 
to  visit  or  ^o  to  any  camp  of  the  enemy  estab- 
lished withm  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or 
elsewhere,  or  to  hold  any  intercourse  with  the 
same,  or  with  any  officer  belon^^ing  thereto ;  and 
whosoever  shall  Toluntarily  o£Eend  against  any  of 
the  prohibitions  aforesaid,  mentioned  in  this  sec- 
tion, shall  be  considered  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  liable  to  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollan,  and  to  imprisonment  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  three  years.    And  every 
person  coming  from  anv  of  the  enemy's  pro- 
vinces or  territory,  into  the  United  States,  shall 
report  himself  forthwith,  or  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble thereafter,  to  the  military  commander,  or  to 
the  collector,  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs, 
of  the  district  within  which  he  may  first  arrive, 
upon  pain,  wherever  the  same  is  omitted,  of  be- 
ing liable  to  the  same  prosecutioA  and  ponbh- 
ment,  as  is  above  provided  in  cases  of  unlawful 
intercourse  with  the  enemy,  without  the  author- 
ity of  a  passpbrt. 

Seo.  11.  And  he  itJuMerenacUd,  That  any 
parson  or  persons  found  hovamg  u]N>n  the  fron^ 
tier,  near  any  of  the  proviaees  or  territory-  belong- 
ing to  the  enemy,  or  of  whieh  he  nsay  be  pos- 
eassed.  or  travelhng  towafds  and  near  the  same, 
at  a  aistance  from  his  or  dieir  usual  place  of 
abode  or  residenoe,  aad  without  any  lawtiil  bust- 
iMas  requiring  biaor  their  attendance  there,  and 
without  a  paaapofft;  shall  be  liable  to  be  held  to 
aeeurity  for  his  or  their  good  behaviour,  in  the 
■aanner  painted  out  in  the  fourth  seetioa  of  this 
a«t,  as  a  ^rsoa  or  persons  suspected,  upon  probaUo 
eaiMe,  of  being  engaged  in  uaiawfttl  trade  or  in- 
tercourse with  the  enemy:  Prtmided  olmiya. 
That  nothing  oantained  in  any  part  of  this  act 
Bkali  be  oonstraed  to  alter,  in  any  respect,  the 
law  of  traasoii. 

Sac.  12.  And  be  U  Jitrtker  enacted.  That  it 
sfcsiil  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have  em- 
pawefed  for  that  purpoee,  to  enaplosr,  under  pro- 
per inatruotiona,  to  be  bv  hiatgiven^ia  eases  of 
reaiataaea,  soeh  part  of  toe  land  a«Mi  naval  forces 
of  tbe  United  States,  or  the  militia  theseof,  aa 
shall  be  judged  necessary,  lot  the  purpose  of  aid» 
ing  and  eo-operatio^  witk  the  offioera  of  theeoa- 
toooa,  aod  all  other  civil  magistrates,  in  seizing  and 
eeettring  persona  engaged,  or  saapeeted,  upon  pro* 
bable  cauae  as  aforesaid,  to  be  engaged,  in  unlawful 
trade  or  intercourse  with  the  enemy  as  aforesaid, 
to£^ether  with  the  articles  or  supplies,  or  vessels, 
boats,  vehicles,  or  animals,  employed  as  aforesaid, 
in  such  trade  or  intercourse,  aod  searching  for 
and  seizing  any  property  subject  to  duty,  or  wnich 
has  been  unlawfully  imported. 

Sbc.  13.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  this 
act  ahall  continue  in  force  during  the  continuance 


of  the  preaent  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  and  ik>  longer:  Provided^ 
That  the  termination  of  the  said  war  shall  not  be 
construed  to  stop  or  annul  any  proceedings  that 
may  theretofore  have  been  commenced,  or  eon« 
eluded,  or  in  any  way  destroy  or  impair  any 
rights  or  privileges  accruing  under,  secured,  or 
given,  by  tirtae  of  this  act,  but  applicable  to  any 
transaouon  prior  thereto,  the  same  prooeedinga 
shall  and  may  be  had  as  though  this  act  were  in 
full  force. 
Approved,  February  4^  ldt5« 


An  Act  sojpplamentaiy  to  the  set,  entitled  «An  aol  to 
amend  the  act  laying  dqfties  on  Uoeases  to  zetailais 
of  wines,  spirituoas  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, and  for  other  poipcess.'' 

Be  it  enacUdf  ^.,  That  the  fbarth  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines^  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other 
purposes."  shall  m  construed  to  extend  to  and  in« 
elude  any  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  used  in 
distillation,  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed,  whether 
the  burning  or  destruction  have  taken  place  be»- 
fore  or  since  the  passage  of  the  above  recited  act. 

Approved,  February  4, 1815. 


An  Act  attaching  to  the  Canton  District,  in  the  Stale 
of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  Ijing  between  the  fiMt  of 
the  rapids  of  the  Mkuaa  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Con- 
neotieat  western  reeervs. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  that  tract  of  land 
lying  between  tne  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  river 
Miami  of  Lake  Brie  and  the  Western  line  of  the 
Connecticut  reserve^  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  certain  tribes 
of  Indians,  at  a  treaty  concluded  at  Brownstown, 
in  the  Michigan  Territory,  oa  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  htindred 
and  eight,  >hall  be  attached  to,  hnd  made  a  part 
of,  the  district  of  Canton. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  in  sur- 
veying and  dividing  the  lands  by  this  act  attach- 
ed to  the  district  of  Canton,  the  ordinary  mode  of 
surveying  the  public  lands  shall  be  so  far  deviated 
from,  that  the  boundary  lines  of  the  tracts  to  be 
laid  off  thereia  shall  be  run  parallel  to.  and  at  right 
angles  with,  the  road  laid  out  in  contormity  witii 
the  said  treaty,  and  in  every  other  respect  the 
surveys  shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner,  and 
for  the  same  compensation  allowed  for  the  sor* 
veying.  the  other  public  lands  northwest  of  tbe 
river  Ohio. 

Sbc  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all  the 
lands  bv  this  act  attached  to  the  district  of  Can- 
ton, shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder, 
under  the  direction  of  the  re|(ister  of  the  land 
office  and  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the 
said  district,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  designate  by  pro- 
clamation for  that  purpose ;  and  the  sales  shall 
remain  open  one  week,  and  no  longer ;  and  the 
said  lands  shall,  in  every  respect,  be  told  on  the 
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stme  terms  and  conditions  as  have  been  provided 
for  tbe  sale  of  other  lands  of  the  United  States. 
Ail  the  lands  in  the  said  traet,  remaining  unsold 
at  the  close  of  the  said  sales,  mar  be  disposed  of 
at  private  sale  by  the  register  of  the^and  office 
of  tne  said  district,  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  are  provided  for  the  sale  of  other  public 
lands  in  the  same  district ;  and  patents  shall  be 
obtained  in  the  same  manner  as  in  case  of  other 
lands  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  i.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys 
shall,  each,  receive  four  dollars  per  day  for  each 
day's  attendance  on  the  public  sales  directed  by 
this  act. 

Approved,  February  4,.  1815. 


An  Act  for  giving  fivther  time  to  the  pnrdiaaen  of 
public  knds  to  con^ete  their  paynieatB. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person  who, 
after  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
liandred  and  ten,  and  prior  to  the  first  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  had  pur- 
chased any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  of  the  United 
States,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  six  hundred 
«and  forty  acres,  at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the 
United  States,  and  whose  lands  have  not  al- 
ready been  actually  sold  or  reverted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  non-payment  of  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  al- 
lowed the  further  time  of  three  years,  from  and 
after  the  expiration  of  the  period  already  given 
bv  law,  for  completing  the  pavment  of  the  pur- 
chase money  aforesaid ;  which  further  time  of 
three  years  shall  be  allowed  only  on  the  follow- 
ing conditions :  first,  all  arrears  of  interest  on  the 
purchase  money  shall  be  paid  on  or  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  for  completing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  money  according  to  former 
laws :  Prwided^  That  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
time  for  completing  the  payment  of  the  purchase 
money  may  have  expired,  or  shall  expire,  before 
the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  interest  may  be 
paid  on  or  before  that  day :  second,  the  residue 
of  the  sum  due  on  account  of  the  principal  of 
such  purchase  shall  be  paid,  with  interest  thereon, 
in  three  equal  annual  payments,  as  follows,  viz: 
one-third  of  the  said  sum,  with  the  interest  due 
thereon,  within  one  year ;  one-third  of  the  said 
sum,  with  the  interest  due  thereon,  within  two 
years;  and  the  residue,  with  the  interest  due 
thereon^  within  three  years,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  time  for  completing  tne  pavments  on  such 
purchases  according  to  law.  And  in  case  of  fail- 
ure to  pay  the  arrears  of  interest,  or  any  of  the 
three  instalments  of  principal,  with  the  accruing 
interest,  at  the  time  above-mentioned,  the  tract 
of  land  shall  be  forthwith  advertised  and  offered 
for  sale,  in  the  manner  and  oa  the  terms  directed 
by  law  in  case  of  lands  not  paid  within  the  time 
limited  by  law,  and  shall  revert  to  the  United 
States  in  like  manner,  if  the  same  is  not  sold  at 
such  sale. 

Approved;  February  4, 1815. 


An  Act  to  altar  sad  amend  tin  mmk  Mb  ftr  eriik. 
lishing  a  Navy  Departmsnt,  by  ^1^  ^>^. 
Board  of  C — - —         '  -»f  m«o  i 


Be  il  enacted,  ^.  Thai  the  ?mk&  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, imkBjized  by 
and  with  the  adrice  and  coDseot  of  tbeSoatt 
to  appoint  three  officers  of  tiieNarf,vbtttitBk 
shall  not  be  below  a  post  eapttio,  vho  sbill  cot- 
stitute  a  Board  of  CommissioQenfortiMNmQf 
the  United  States;  and  shall  htfe  power  to  idopt 
such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  forenoefltof 
their  meetings  as  they  may  jadgeex{idieBt;ui| 
the  board  so  constituted  shall  be  attieUtQ  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Narj.uiiniet 
his  superintendence,  shall  discharge  it!  thenuBii- 
terial  dnties  of  said  office,  rektire  to  the  procure- 
ment of  naval  stores  and  materiah.aB<i  the  eot 
struction,  armament,  eqaiomeot,  aod  eoplojaegi 
of  vessels  of  war,  as  well  u  all  other  mim 
connected  with  the  Naval  Esublishoen(  of  tbe 
United  States.  And  the  said  board  shall ip{KiiBt 
their  own  secretary,  who  ihall  reeeire,in  cod' 
pensatioa  for  his  services,  a  ron  oot  exeeedio^ 
two  thousand  dollars  per  aQnom,  who  shall  keep 
a  fair  record  of  their  proeeediofs,  sobjeet  at 
all  times  to  the  inspectioo  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Sutes  and  tbe  Secretin  of  the 
Navy. 

Sac  2.  And  be  it  fiaikt  mutd,  That  the 
said  Board  of  Commissiooen,  hj  and  viih  the 
consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  naT5,\iit^iaiiie 
hereby,  authorized  to  prepare  iikehnuttaaiR|i* 
lations  aa  shall  be  neceaaary  for  Moriag  an  m 
formity  in  the  several  classes  of  reoeii  and  that 
equipments,  and  for  repairing  and  refitiiifihea, 
and  for  securing  responsibility  ia  the  tobordinaie 
officers  and  agents ;  which  regQlatioi»,vha  im- 
proved by  tbe  President  of  the  Uoited  Sntci, 
shall  be  Kespected  and  obeyed  until  altered  aoi 
revoked  by  tbe  same  authoritf.aidtheaidrDle| 
and  regulations,  thus  prepared  and  apfnveishill 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  their  sezt  seflta.  It 
shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  board,  npn  ^  ^ 
quisition  of  the  Secretary  of  the  NaTf,tolBn»4 
all  tbe  estimates  of  expenditore  which  the xreffl 
branches  of  the  service  may  reqnire,  ad  mm 
other  information  and  statemeauasheDaydeo 
necessary. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  itfiaikerenaOd^'^^^'^ 
officer  of  the  said  board  holding  tbe  olde^  ci» 
mission  shall  preside;  and  each  Coooukhw 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  compeoaiiw  /^ 
his  services,  three  thousand  five  ^^^JfZ 
per  annum,' in  lieu  of  wages,  ratioss,  airf  ww 
emoluments,  as  naval  officers;  and  allleOf  ^^^ 
packeu  to  and  from  the  said  Coonf^^!|^ 
wbich  relate  to  their  official  daties,  shaU  be  ii« 
from  postage. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  itjurihereruu^d,  Thaini* 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  take  fron  ' 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  his  control  aod  dii«^ 
of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  State?, »  " 
by  law  possessed. 

Approved,  February  7, 1815. 
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An  Ad  to  aatliofiie  the  porehiM  of  a  tnct  of  .land  fot 
the  QM  of  the  United  SUtes. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  or  the  United  Statesj  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized^  to  cau^e  to  be  purchased,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  the  whole,  or  such 
part,  of  that  tract  of  land  situate  adjoininff  the 
▼illaffe  of  Piatuburg,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  which  Forte  Moreau  and  Brown,  and  other 
works,  barracks,  arsenals,  bospitals,  and  other 
jrablic  buildings  now  stand,  as  shall  be  by  him 
judged  requisite  for  the  military  purposes  of  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  February  8, 1815, 

An  Act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  the  Ordnance  department  shall 
consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  two 
majors,  ten  captains,  ten  first  lieutenanu,  ten 
second  lieutenants,  and  ten  third  lieutenants. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Colonel,  or  senior  officer  of  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment, is  authorized  to  enlist,  for  the  service  of 
that  department,  for  five  years,  as  many  master 
armorers,  master  carriage  makers,  master  black- 
smiths, artificers,  armorers,  carriage  makers,  black- 
smiths, and  laborers,  as  the  public  service,  in  his 
judgment,  under  the  directione  of  the  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  War,  may  require. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfiarther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment to  direct  the  inspection  and  proving  of 
all  pieces  of  ordnance,  cannon  balls,  shot,  shells, 
small  arms,  and  side  arms,  and  equipments,  pro- 
eared  for  the  use  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States;  and  to  direct  the  construction  of  all  can- 
non and  carriages,  and  every  implement  and  ap- 
paratus for  ordnance,  and  all  ammunition  wagons, 
travelling  forges,  and  artificer's  wagons,  the  in- 
spection and  proving  of  powder,  and  the  prepara* 
tion  of  all  kmds  of  ammunition  and  ordnance 
stores.  And  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
Colonel,  or  senior  officer  of  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment, to  furnish  estimates,  and,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
to  make  contracte  and  purchases  for  procuring 
the  necessary  supplies  ot  arms,  equipments,  ord- 
nance, and  ordnance  stores. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  itfiarther  enacted,  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department  shall  organ- 
ize and  attach  to  reffiment^  corps,  or  garrisons, 
such  number  of  artificers,  with  proper  tools,  car- 
riages, and  apparatus,  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions  relative  to  their  government  and  num- 
ber, as,  in  his  judgment,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Secretery  for  the  Department  or  War,  may 
be  considered  necessary. 

Sfic.  5.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department,  or  senior 
officer  of  that  department  of  any  district  shall 
execute  all  orders  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  and,  in  time  of  war,  the  orders  of 
any  General,  or  field  officer,  commaading  any 


army,  garrison,  or  deUehment,  for  the  supply 
of  afl  arms,  ordnance,  ammunition,  carriages, 
forges,  and  apparatus,  for  garrison,  field,  or  siege 
service. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
keepers  of  all  magazines  and  arsenals  shall,  quar- 
terlv,  or  ofieoer,  if  so  directed,  and  in  such  manner 
as  directed  bv  the  Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment, make  correct  returns  to  the  Colonel,  or 
senior  officer,  of  the  Ordnance  department,  of  all 
ordnance,  arms,  and  ordnance  stores,  they  may 
have  in  charge. 

Ssc.  7.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacUd,  That  the 
costs  of  repairs  of  damages  done  to  arms,  equip- 
ments, or  implemente.  in  the  use  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  deducted  from  the  pay 
of  any  officer  or  soldier  in  whose  care  or  use  the 
said  arms,  equipments,  or  implemente  were  when 
the  said  damages  occurred :  Provided,  The  said 
damages  were  occasioned  by  the  abuse  or  negli- 

Eence  of  the  said  officer  oi  soldier.  And  it  is 
ereby  made  the  duty  of  every  officer  command- 
ing reffimente,  corps,  garrisons,  or  detachmentSi 
to  make,  once  every  two  months,  or  oftener  if  so 
directed,  a  written  report  to  the  Colonel  of  the 
Ordnance  department,  stating  all  dama^^es  to  arms, 
equipments,  and  implemente,  belonging  to  his 
command,  noting  those  occasioned  by  negligence 
or  abuse,  and  naming  the  officer  or  soldier  by 
whose  negligence  or  abuse  the  said  damages  were 
occasioned. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department  shall  make, 
half  yearly,  to  the  War  Department,  or  oftener, 
if  the  Secretary  for  that  Department  shall  so  di- 
rect, a  correct  report  of  the  officers,  and  all  arti- 
ficers, and  laborers  in  his  Department ;  also,  of  all 
ordnance,  arms,  military  stores,  implements,  and 
apparatus^  of  every  description,  and  in  such  form 
as  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  shall 
direct. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enaetedy  That  to  in- 
sure system  and  uniformity  in  the  different  public 
armories,  they  are  hereby  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Ordnance  dejmrtment.  And  the  Col- 
onel of  the  Ordnance  department,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  depote  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  ordnance  stores,  in  such 
parte  of  the  United  States,  and  in  such  numbeiSi 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War.  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  up  a  system  of 
regulations  for  the  gcurernment  of  the  Ordnance 
department,  forms  of  returns  and  reporte,  and  for 
the  uniformity  of  manufactures  of  all  arms,  ord- 
nance, ordnance  stores,  implements,  and  appara- 
tus, and  for  the  repairing  and  better  preservation 
of  the  same. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances,  for  the  officers, 
of  the  Ordnance  department,  shall  be  the  same  as 
the  pay,  emoluments^  and  allowances,  now  al- 
lowed to  officers  of  similar  grades,  respectively, 
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in  the  mrtillery  of  the  United  States.  And  that 
the  pay  of  a  master  armorer  shall  be  thirty  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  one  and  a  half  rations  per 
day  I  of  a  master  carriage  maker,  thirty  dollars 
per  month,  and  one  and  a  half  rations  per  day  ; 
of  a  master  blacksmith,  thirty  dollars  per  month, 
and  one  and  a  half  rations  per  day.  The  pay  of 
armorers,  carriage  makers,  or  blacksmiths^  each, 
sixteen  dollars  per  month,  and  one  and  a  half  ra- 
tioni  per  day ;  the  pay  of  artificers,  thirteen  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  one  ration  per  day ;  and  the 
pay  of  laborers,  nine  dollars  per  month,  and  ohe 
ration  per  day ;  and  to  all  of  tbe  said  vrorkmeo. 
artiiicers.  and  laborers,  the  same  clothing,  ana 
otber  alloirances,  as  are  allowed  to  priratea  of 
infantry  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  except 
clothing  to  the  master  workmen. 

Sbc.  18.  And  be  itjurthtr  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  tbe  United  Sutes  is  hereby  author 
ized  to  coutinae  in  the  service,  under  this  act,  all 
tbe  officers  of  the  Ordnance  department  in  service 
on  the  passage  of  the  same^  or  to  transfer  them  to 
other  corps  of  the  Armv  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department  is  hereby 
allowed,  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  per 
year,  foe  clerks,  and  such  books  and  stationery  as 
may  be  necessary  to  his  department. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  itfiuiker  enacted^  That  tbe 
act  passed  May  the  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  the  Ordnance  department,"  and 
the  sections  of  any  other  acts,  coming  witbin  the 
j^urview  of  any  of^the  sections  of  this  act,  be,  and 
tbe  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  February  8, 1815. 


Aft  Act  to  ^mend  the  aot  laying  duties  oa 
Mtailen  of  wises»  spiritaeas  liquorsy  aad 
merchandise. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  nothing  contained  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise,  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  vine 
dressers  who  sell,  at  tbe  place  where  the  same  is 
made,  wine  of  their  own  growth,  nor  shall  any. 
vine  dresser,  for  vending  solely  at  the  place  where 
^te  same  is  made,  wine  of  his  own  growth,  be 
eempelled  to  take  out  license  as  a  retailer  of 
wine. 

Approved,  February  8, 1819. 


Ab  Act  oialaiig  appiopriatuMw  ht  repairing  er  rebnilA* 
iBg  the  public  buildiagt  w|^hin  the  Ci^  of  Waah> 

IDgllMI. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  tbe  President  of  the 
United  Sutes  cause  to  be  repaired,  or  rebuilt, 
forthwith,  the  President's  house.  Capitol,  and 
public  offices,  on  their  present  sites^  in  tne  City  of 
Washington,  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  borrow, 
at  an  interest  not  exceed iaff  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  from  any  bank  or  banks  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  from  any  individual  or  in- 
dividuals, a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 


thousand  dollan,  to  be  applied  eninfreft  to  ifc., 
object.  '    ^ 

Approved,  February  13, 181$. 

An  Actinad^fitioato  the  set  to  ngohte  k  )»m 

oat  and  naking  a  road  from  CnbcU? S 

State  of  Maryland,  to  aio8Ule  of  QbT^ 

Be  it  emaotedj  ^c^  That,  in  additioo  totken. 

expended  balance  of  the  sam  hcMoftR  im, 

priated  for  laying  out  and  makiof  imtti^ 

Cumberlandl,  in  the  State  of  mjlai,  to  tk 

State  of  Ohio,  the  sum  of  one  huMtkmu^ 

dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  h6rebf,t|iptp)|y 

to  be  paid  oat  of  any  monsT  io  theTremqw 


otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  exMi(led,j]Qte 
the  direction  of  thePresideatortbeUniiedSiaifi, 
in  making  said  road  between  CaDberliod,iitke 
State  of  Maryland,  aad  Brownsriile,  in  the  Sate 
of  Pennsylvania,  commeneio^  at  CDobNiud; 
which  sum  of  one  hundred  tbooADii  doilirssball 
be  repaid  oat  of  the  fund  reserred  forkyio^  oil 
and  making  roads  to  tbe  Suteof  Ohio,bf  riitoe 
of  the  seventh  section  of  tn  act,  pusni  on  tk 
thirtieth  day  of  April, one  thoosaod eight lioM 
and  two,  entitled  '*Aq  act  to euble tlie  people c( 
the  eastern  division  of  tbe  Tmitorj  Hottiiwei 
of  the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  coosutatmuiSm 
{fovernment,  and  for  the  wlmism  oTneli  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  eqoilfootiagvitli  the  ori- 
ginal States,  and  for  other  ^i^omf 
Approved,  February  14, 1815. 

An  Aot  making  appropriations  fe  duN^ofGn 
enunem,  for  the  year  eae  tbMwila|hthBiiM 
aadfiftaaa* 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  tbe  expen^inierf 
tbe  civil  list  iu  the  present  fear,  iDeyio^ia 
contingent  expentfes  of  tbe  serenl  departaeiij 
and  offices;  for  the  eompensatioiioftiKserei^ 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  ibrkwbui 
stationery  for  the  same;  fortbepayaettoUi- 
auities  and  grants,  for  the  soppori  of  tlieMt 
estabiisbment;  for  the  expense  of  ioiereoaiseiw 
foreign  nations;  for  the  support  of  lic^t-^ 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  pieis;  aodferatsf- 
ing  certain  raiaeellaaeous  daims,  tke  foilomi| 
sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  refpee^'^'r 
appcopriated ;  that  is  to  saj : 

For  cotnpensation  granted  bjr  law tottea* 
bers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  aejMM^D^ 
their  officers,  and  att»ndantS|  three  bfl»iw* 
eighteen  thousand  and  four  ddiars. 

For  the  expense  of  firewood,  ataiiosHr.F 
ing,  and  all  other  contingent  eipcascstftM  m 
Houses  of  Congress,  iSfty-two  thoajandeifMiw 
dred  dollars.  .-^ 

For  tbe  expenses  of  tbe  Library  of  Cwyw 
including  the  Librarian's  allowance,  for twp 
one  thousand  eifht  hundred  and  fifteeBjCigw"^ 

dred  dollars.  *  , ,  r,: 

For  compenaatioB  to  the  Preatdeniof  ti'»»* 

ted  States,  twentf-fi^e  thousand  dolliR 

For  compensation  to  the  Secreiajfl'^'J 
clerka>  and  j>er8oa8  emjpteyed  ia  that  *r» 
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in^vtdiog  a  etork  on  old  reeords,  and  a  clerk  and 
messenger  io  the  Patent  Office,  fifieeD  tbovsaod 
Diae  hundred  and  thirty  "eight  dollars. 

For  additional  eontpensaiion  to  the  clerks  in 
said  department,  not  exeeifdiog  fifteen  per  cento oi 
on  the  sum  allowed  bv  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks, 
and  to  aftthorize  the  laying  out  certain  public 
roads,  nud  /or  other  purposes,"  one  thousand 
seventy- two  dollars  and  fiAy  cents. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  dcparttneni,  inelodiog  the  emnse  of 
ftfintingano  distributing  ten  thousand. four  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  laws  of  the  third  session  of  the 
thirteenth  Congress,  and  printing  the  laws  in 
Btwspapers.  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  doUars. 

For  the  cost  of  one  thousand  copies  of  a  new 
edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  an* 
thorized  by  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  in- 
cluding an  additional  volume,  to  be  comprised  in 
the  said  edition^  eighteen  thousand  seven  hnn* 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  reprinting  five  hundred  and 
sixteen  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  and  second 
sessions  or  the  thirteenth  Cong re«s,  captured  bv 
the  enemy,  seven  hundred  and  seven ty-fnUr  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secreury  of  the  Trea- 
sorv,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office. 
iDciiiding  one' thousand  dollars  for  an  additionai 
clerk«  authorized  hy  the  act  of  th«  eighteeoth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fuurieen, 
fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  ninety-nine  dol- 
lars and  eighty-one  cents. 

For  expense  of  traoslaiing  foreign  langus^rea, 
allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  transmitting 
passports  and  sea  letters,  and  for  stationery  and 
printing  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
ofi&ce,  including  the  sum  of  two  thousand  eis^ht 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  for  compensation 
to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by 
the  act  of  the  twe&tjr-first  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six.  fifteen  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses^  in  the  Comptroller's  office, 
eight  hundred  dollais. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
inclttdiog  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for 
compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  lo  the  sum 
nHowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  <^  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  thirteen 
thousand  two  huudred  and  twenty-one  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  ainl 
eentingent  expenses,  in  the  Auditor's  office,  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  inelodiog  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollsrs,  for  compensation  to  his 
derks,  in  addition  to  the  aum  allowed  by  the  act 


of  the  twenty  first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  seven  thousand  two  hundred 
twpoty-seven  dollars  and  forty*five  cents. 
,  For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses,  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  six 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensttion  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Lsnd  Office,clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  bis  office,  including  the  sum  of  three  thousuDd 
dollars,  for  compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifUi 
of  April,  one  thouMind  eight  hundred  and  twelM, 
thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
three  tnoosand  veven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Committsioner  of  the 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  hn  Ilia 
office,  twelve  thouaand  four  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
eontingent  expenses  of  tb«  Revenue  Offieej  six 
thooKand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury dfrks,  snd  persona  employed  in  his  office^ 
including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  doUara,  for 
compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April, 
one  thousand  eii^ht  hundred  and  six,  seventeen 
thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  two  cents. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen 
per  centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  en* 
litled  '^  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensa- 
lion  of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  car* 
tain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and 
nine  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  naessenger  of  the  Rc^ 
gister's  office,  for  stamping  and  arranging  ship's 
registers,  ninety  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Register*a  office,  three 
thousand  eight  hundred  deltarsb 

For  fuel,  and  other  continent  expensea  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  including  rent  of  the  houses 
occupied  by  the  said  department  during  a  part  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four^ 
teen,  and  the  whole  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fi/^een,ahd  cOmpenMfion  of  a 
superintendent  and  two  watchmen^  employed  ftt 
the  security  of  the  Treasury  buildrags,  six  the«« 
sand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purehase  of  fire  engine  and  fire  backets 
for  the  Treasury  Department,  one  thousand  dol* 
lars. 

For  the  purchase  of  hook&  maps,  and  charto,  for 
the  Treasury  Department,  lour  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
miBsroners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  in* 
eluding  the  sum  of  three  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars,  for  compensation  to  his  clerks, 
in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  hy  the  act  of  the 
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twenty-first  of  April,  one  thonsand  eight  hundred 
nnd  six,  end  the  earn  of  three  hundred  dollars  for 
assistant  messensers,  twenty  thousand  fire  hon- 
dred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  fael,  and 
other  contingencies,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  including  office  rent,  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  including  the  sum  of  fourteen  thou* 
sand  two  hundred  and  seTenty-fire  dollars,  for 
compensation  of  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty*fir»t  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  twen- 
ty-five thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-fire 
dollars. 

For  oontingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thoa* 
sand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  War  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
deits,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,**  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty«six  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Army,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
fifteen  thousand  seven  hnmlred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  mqMDses  in  the  office  of  the  Pay- 
master of  the  Army,  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  Gene- 
ral of  Military  Supplies,  clerlci,  and  persons  em- 
ployed in  his  office,  ten  thousand  four  hundred 
and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  GeneraPs  office,  one  thousand 
ei^t  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases,  and  the  clerks  in  his  office,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars,  for  compensation  of  his  clerks,  in  addi* 
tion  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  including  office  rent,  three 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
including  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  for 
compensation  of  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  »Xy  thir- 
teen thousand  four  Jinndred  and  ten  dollars. 


^1 

For  contingent  expenses  to  theoiee  of  llie  Ai> 
countant  of  the  Navy,  incladiDgk«aierefl(,oiii 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dolim 

For  additional  compensation  to  tkc  clerb  in 
the  Navy  Department,  not  exeeediog  theet  per 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  b]r(Jietet,eiti(ieil 
'^An  act  to  reg^alate  and  fix  the  compemMitf 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  layiof  oit  estiii 
public  roads,  and  for  other  porpwn,"oiietlW' 
sand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  doUin. 

For  compensation  to  thePoslosMerGenenl 
Assistant  Postmasters  General,  elerb,ii^fa- 
sons  employed  in  the  General  P<»tOitt,uidQ- 
ding  the  sum  of  five  tboosaod  seveo  hvMvA 
fifty-five  dollars,  for  compensatioo  of  the  deb 
in  the  General  Post  Office,  in  additioo  toikesoi 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twesty-firrt  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  tweDtym 
thousand  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  QetffllPw 
Office,  two  thonsand  eight  hondred  doUin. 

For  additional  compensatioo  lo  tbederbii 
the  General  Post  Office,  not  exeeediog  liTteeajM 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  theicl,eBMei 
**An  act  to  regulate  and  &x  the  compeoaiioa  «f 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  layisg  oat  am 
public  roads,  and  for  other  parpo8es,"oD«  ««• 
sand  four  hundred  and  onedolltniitf'mr 
five  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  sevenl  CoaamM- 
ers  of  Loans,  and  for  allowance  «)c«uaW»- 
missionersof  Loans  in  lien  of  clerk  kire,fooiwn 
thousand  fire  hundred  and  fifty  doUin. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  «  wBajJ^ 
missioners  of  Loans,  including  a  9m«!^ 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  lo  «h«*oj"X 
tofore  allowed  by  law,  and  to  deffjT  theiiw- 
ized  expenses  of  the  several  Loan  Omc«r  "'^ 
thousand  seren  hundred  dollars.      «^„^«j 

For  compensation  to  i^^  ^^^^f?_^TZi 
his  clerks,  three  thousand  &re  ^^^^^^T^ 

For  compensation  to  the  SorTeyw".   l^ 
South  of  Tennessee,  and  his  clcrb,iB« »«  ^ 
contingent  expenses  of  his  office,  three  w 
two  hundred  dollars.  .  i^  ^ 

For  compensation  to  the  o"«f"  *r,,,- 
tbe  Mint,  ten  thousand  one  ^^^f^^f^^gdii- 

For  wages  to  the  persons  ^^^lSf"^ttm 
ferent  operations  of  the  Mint,  ««""*2,i.n'  ea- 
of  six  hundred  dollars  allowed  ^jwrSw. 
graver,  seven  thousand  five  ^^^^f-Z\iidfO*' 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  ^^y^f^JL^d 


chinery,  rents,  and  other  coniin(r;|jX|^ 
the  Mint,  three  thousand  eight  handr^;^^^^ 
For  a/lowance  of  wastage  in  the  goia 


For  compeDMlioo  w  the  9S^*'^'^tiiit 
Seereurv  oY  (h«  Mi«i«»ipp«  Temtocf,""' 
sand  doUats.  .  ..hceoiiiol*? 

For  stationery,  office•Kn^  "*  •"?„drti  n* 
expenses  of  said  Temtorr,  three  n« 
fifty  dollars. '  .    _  .._,„  Jo**'*, 

^or  compensation  to "••P^J^^ii^'* 
Seeretarf  if  the  Indiana  Terntory,  •» 
six  handrad  dollars.  .  „.|itr(«ti*f*' 

FVw  stntionerr,  offiewent,  and  o«w 
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expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  se^en  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  (Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thbu- 
stind  SIX  nundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  contincent 
expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gk>vemor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  contin- 
gent expenses  of  dkid  Territory,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollacs. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  cifil  department, 
noc  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  hare  been  ad- 
mitied  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treas- 
ury, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Associate  Judges,  and  District  Judges, 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
and  Associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  Attorney  General ;  and  ako  inclu- 
ding the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  short  ap- 
propriated in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  for  the  salary  of  the  District  Judge 
of  Louisiana,  sixty-four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  compensations  of  snndrr  District  At- 
torneys and  Manibals,  as  granted  by  law,  inclu- 
ding those  in  the  seTeralTerritories,  seren  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  aad  fifty  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,  and  District  CourU  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors, 
and  witnessea,  in  aid  of  Che  funds  arising  from 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  ofienccs  against 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safekeeping  of 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions,  granted 
by  the  late  Qovernment,  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
dollairs. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to 
the  in? alid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  nine- 
ty-eight thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  support  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,  in  addition  to  the  funds  already  appro- 
priated by  law,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stake- 
ages  of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  including  re- 
pairs and  improvements,  and  contingent  expenses, 
twenty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
niae  dollars  and  etcTen  cents. 

For  the  support  and  safekeeping  of  prisoners  of 
war,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  exoenses  of  ascertaining  land 
titles  in  Louisiana,  eiffnt  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  salaries,  iSlowaoees,  and  contingent 


expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  of 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  one  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
bery Powers,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed  Amer- 
ican seamen  in  foreign  countries,  fifVy  thousand 
dollars. 

For  expenses  of  agents  at  Paris  and  Copenha- 
gen, in  relation  to  prize  causes  and  captures  of 
American  vessels,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  paying  to  Augustus  MoKinney  and  Lazel 
Bancroft  theamount  of  a  judgment  remitted  by 
act  of  Congress,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  board  of  commission- 
ers appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  the 
thirtv-first  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  bundled 
and  fourteen,  for  indemnifying  certain  claimants 
of  public  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses,  of  the  last  mentioned  board  of  commie- 
sioners,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twelve  hundred 
dollars* 

For  the  discharge  of  the  claim  of  Farringtoa 
Barkelow,  granted  him  by  act  of  Congress  for  his 
relief,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

For  the  compensation  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  of  the  Navy 
Board,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  the 
seventl  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
paid  and  discharffed  out  of  the  fund  of  six^  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  February  16, 1815. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitaoto  of  the  late 
county  of  New  ICadrid,  in  ths  Missouri  Tenitoij, 
.  who  suffered  by  earthquakes. 

Be  it  enaetedf  ^,  That  any  person  or  persons 
owning  lands  in  the  county  of^  New  Maarid,  in 
the  Missouri  Territory,  with  the  extent  the  said 
county  had  on  the  tenth  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  whose 
lands  have  been  materially  injured  by  earth- 
quakes, shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby;  authorized 
to  locate  the  like  quantitv  of  land  on  any  of  the 
public  lands  of  .the  saio  Territory,  the  sale  of 
which  is  authorized  by  law :  Protiaedf  That  no 
person  shall  be  permitted  to  locate  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  land  under  this  act,  than  the  quantity  con- 
firmed to  him,  except  the  owners  of  lots  of  gcound 
or  tracts  of  land  of  less^uaotity  than  one  bundled 
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Md  sixty  acres,  wbo  are  hereby  authorized  to  lo- 
cate and  ohtaio  any  Quantity  of  land,  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  nor  shall  any 
Serson  be  entitled  to  locate  onore  than  six  bun- 
rad  and  forty  acres,  nor  shall  anjr  sacb  location 
include  any  lead  mine  or  salt  spring:  And  pro 
videii  also,  That  in  every  case  where  such  loca 
tion  shall  be  made  according  to  the  provii^ioas  of 
this  aci^  the  title  of  the  person  or  persons  to  the 
land  injure vi  as  aforesaid,  shall  rerert  to,  and  be- 
come absolutely  Tested  in,  the  United  States. 

8bo.  2.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted^  That  when- 
aver  it  shall  appear  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles 
for  the  Territory  of  lAissouri,  by  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  a  competent  witaesii,  or  witnesses, 
that  any  person  or  persons  are  entitled  to  a  tract 
or  tracts  of  land  ooder  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  recorder  to  issue  a 
eertifcaie  thereof  to  the  claimant  or  claimants ; 
and  upon  such  certificate  bein|^  issued,  and  the 
location  made,  on  the  a|>plication  of  (he  claim- 
ants, by  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  for  said 
Territory,  or  under  his  direction,  whose  duty  it 
•hall  be  to  cause  a  survey  thereof  to  be  made,  and 
ta  return  a  plat  of  each  location  made  to  the  said 
lecorder,  together  with  a  notice  in  writing,  design 
gating  the  tract  or  tracts  thus  located,  and  the 
Ame  of  the  claimant  on  whose  behalf  the  same 
shall  be  made ;  which  notice  and  plat  the  said  re- 
corder shall  cause  to  be  recorded  in  his  office,  and 
shall  receive  from  the  claimant,  for  his  services 
oa  each  claim,  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  for  re- 
ceiving the  proof,  issuing  the  ^certificate,  and  re- 
cording the  potice  and  plat,  as  aforesaid ;  and  the 
surveyor  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  compensa- 
tion for  his  services  from  the  party  applying,  as 
is  allowed  for  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States. 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  Ufiwtker  onaded,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  to  trans- 
mit  a  report  of  the  claiins  allowed,  and  locations 
made,  under  this  act,  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  shall  deliver  to  the  party 
a  certificate,  stating  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  tract 
therein  designated ;  which  certificate  shall  be  filed 
with  the  said  recorder  within  twelve  months 
after  date,  and  the  recorder  shall  thereupon  issue 
a  certificate  in  favor  of  the  p^rty,  which  certifi- 
Cftte,  being  traimmitted  to  tne  Conuniesioner  of 
the.Qeneral  Land  Office,  shall  entitle  the  party 
to  a  patent,  to  be  issued  in  like  manner  as  is  pro- 
vided by  law  for  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  February  17, 1815. 


An  Act  giving  further  tiros  to  complete  the  surveys, 
'  and  obtain  the  patents,  for  lands  located  under  Vir- 
ginia resolution  warrants. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Virginia  line  on  Continental  establish- 
ment, or  their  legal  representatives,  to  whom  land 
warrants  have  issued  by  virtue  oi  any  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  as  a  bounty  for  ser- 
vieas  which,  by  .the  laws  of  Virginia,  passed  prior 


to  the  cession  of  the  NorthweneniTemioiT  toA, 
United  States,  entitled  such  offieenuid  \f^^ 
to  bounty  lands,  and  wbose  localioftufsocli  wv. 
ranu  shall  have  been  made  prior  lotWtweBir. 
third  day  of  March,  oue  tbooaod  ei^^Qg^^ 
and  eleven,  shall  be  allowed  the  fonhtiiioeof 
two  years  from  the  psHsiog  of  thit tci  locmiHc 
their  surveys  and  obtiin  their  ptteoti  (m  ^ 
land  luoated  as  afereMsid:  /'rosided,  Tbai »,. 
veys  shall  be  made,  and  ptteois  gnotcd  on  \^ 
aforesaid  locations,  under  the  same  rF^tliiiQ^ 
restrictions,  and  nrovisioQi,  is  ererympfcu 
were  prescribed  for  the  makisg  of  arvep  u^ 
granting  of  patenu  by  the  act,  eoiiiled-k&M 
authorizing  patents  to  issaefor  laodiiouiedai 
surveyed  hy  virtue  of  certaiD  Yirgiaiartttloiigi 
warrants,"  passed  on  the  third  day  of  Muck,oK 
thousand  eight  hundred  aodserca. 
Approved,  February  22, 18)5. 

An  Act  requiring  fiis  Saenlaiy  of  (k  8wfe  ni 
Clerk  of  the  Hones  of  Rs^mantim,iitheC» 
grsas  of  the  United  lttstts»  togiieMBlyftrlhi 
fidthfttl  appiiflalMn  aad  didnnnattf  thicNli» 


fidthfttli 
gent  1 


I  of  the  SenslsandHsBatfR^pwa' 


Be  U  enacteif  f c  That  itihill  ht^ittjtf 
the  Secretfry  of  the  Senaii^  ntf  G/eri  </ rite 
House  of  Represemativo,  mpfciriely,  viihii 
ten  days  after  the  paSsage^Tduiict,  logireind 
to  the  United  States,  with  oMOiooRiaMie^ 
to  be  approved  bf  the  C  mptioUer  q(  ^Ivm- 
ury;  each  bond  in  the  penal  aso  of  twenty  iboi- 
sand  dollars,  with  conditios  for  tbe  hitkfoU^ 
plication  and  disbursement  of  iQeh  eMtiifNt 
funds  of  the  respective  Hoo9esiidiilioMM»<0 
their  hands,  which  bond^e  shall  be  deposited  site 
Comptroller's  office.  Aod  ii«l«lli»ik«  «}« 
each  and  every  Secretary  of  tbe8eBiie,iiMlCkrt 
of  the  Honaeef  Reiire»entoliTei,who|afW«- 
after  be  chosen,  to  give  bond  w  aforwrf, «»" 
thirty  daysnfter  be  enters  npoo  the  duett?* « 
the  duties  of  his  said  office.  .„,.,_ 

Sno.  2.  Andbeiijmikermdii.'l^^^ 
and  after  the  passage  of  thU  act, «  MMW 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  theSeDale,iiiJ4eO« 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  w4f|»w  « 
money  belonging  to  the  Oaited  Btttej »« 
may  come  into  their  hands,  in  ^^^.TZ^ 
in  the  District  of  Colombia;  m*"**?; 
ble  by  said  Secretary  or  Clerk,*  •«««»«  " 
Senate  or  House  of  Reprtteatati«s.il>««*r 
by  a  draft,  in  fnvor  of  each  creditor.  oitiej» 
where  the  money  of  Goverwneot  wxj*^ 
posited. 

Approved,  Febraary  2a  ISld* 

An  Ad  for  the  legnlatisaof  thsCsartirf^'' 


Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Jadgeerf*^ 
eral  Court  of  the  Indiana  Territory  Mj^^ 
and  every  year,  hold  twosessioosof  tbeaj^j;; 
at  Vincennes,  in  the  county  of  S«^^"' ^. 
Mondaya  in  Pebrnary  sod  ^V^^%it 
don,  in  the  county  of  Harrison,  on  the  li*'^ 
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days  ID  February  and  September;  and  at  Brook- 
Tillej  in  the  conaty  of  Franklin,  on  the  first  Mon- 
days next  succeediog  the  fonrih  Mondayi  of  Feb- 
ruary and  September;  which  courtS;  respectively, 
shall  he  composed  of  at  least  two  of  the  judges 
appointed  by  the  Qovernment  of  the  United 
States;  and  no  person  or  persons,  actfoff  under 
the  authority  and  appointment  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory, shall  be  associated  with  the  said  judges. 
Appro? ed,  February  24, 1815. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  iMOing  of  Treasury  liotes,  Ibr 

the  Mnrice  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  fifteen. 

Be  U  enactedj  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treiisury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  cause  Treasury  notes,  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be. prepared, 
signed,  and  issued,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  the  manner  hereafter  provided. 
.  Sec.  2.  Andbeitjurtherenacted^  That  tCie said 
Treasury  notes  shall  be,  respectively,  signed  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  by  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  two  of  whom  shall  sign  each  note; 
and  they  shall  .receive,  as  a  compensation  for  that 
service,  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five  cents  for  every 
hundred  notes  thus  signed  by  them,  respectively  ; 
aod  the  said  notes  shall  likewise  be  countersigned 
by  theRegister  of  the  Treasury,  or,  in  case  of  bis 
sickness  or  absence,  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Sjbo.  3.  AndbeitJuHherenactedj  That  the  said 
Treasary  notes  shall  be  prepared  oi  such  denomi- 
nations aa.  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct;  and  such 
of  said  notes  as  shall  be  of  a  denomination  iess 
than  one  hundred  dollars  shall  be  payable  to 
hearer,  and  be  transferable  by  delivery  alone,  and 
shall  bear  no  interest ;  and  sudh  of  the  said  notes 
as  shall  be  of  the  denomination  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  or  upwards,.may  be  made  payable  to  order, 
aod  transferable  by  delivery  and  assignment,  en- 
dorsed on  the  same,  and  bearing  an  interest  from 
the  day  on  which  ihey  shall  be  issued,  at  the  rate 
of  five  and  iwo-fiHths  per  centum  per  annum ;  or 
they  may  be  made  payable  to  bearer,  and  transfer- 
able by  delivery  alone,  and  bearing  no  interest^  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall 
dhiTeet.> 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enadedj  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  holders  of  the  aforesaid  Treas- 
ury notes  not  bearing  an  interest,  and  of  the 
Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate  of 
five  and 'two-fifths  per  centum  per  annum,  to  pre^ 
seat  them  at  any  time,  in  sums  not  less  than  one 
hundred  dollars,  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  any  commissioner  of  loans;  and  the 
holders  of  said  Treasury  notes  not  bearing  an  in- 
terest, shall  be  entitled  to  receive  therefor  the 
amoont  of  the  said  notes  in  a  certificate  or  certifi- 
cates of  funded  slock,  bearing  interest  at  seven  per 
13th  Con.  3d  Sess.'— 61 


ceiKum  per  annum,  and  the  holders  of  the  afore- 
said Tjreasury  notes  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate 
of  five  and  two-fifths  per  centum,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  therefor  the  amount  of  the  said  notes, 
including  the  interest  due  on  the  same,  in  a  like 
certificate  or  certificates  of  funded  stock,  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the 
first  day  of  the  calendar  month  next  ensuing  that 
in  which  the  said  notes  shall  thus  be,  respectively, 
» presented,  and  payable  quarter  yearly,  on  the 
same  days  whereon  the  interest  of  the  funded  debt 
is  how  payable.  And  the  stock  thus  to  be  issued 
shall  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
funded  stock  of  the  United  States;  the  interest 
on  the  same,  and  its  eventual  reimbursement, 
ahall  be  efiected  out  of  such  fund  as  has  been,  or 
shall  be,  established  by  law  for  the  payment  and 
reimbursehient  of  the  funded  public  debt  con- 
tracted since  the  declaration  of  war  with  Great 
Britain.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  pledged  to  establish  sufficient  revenues, 
and  to-appropriate  them,  as  an  addition  to  the  said 
fund,  if  the  same  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
become  inadequate  for  effecting  the  purpose  afore- 
said: Pr(mdedyh(nDeverjandl^Ufiariherena€Udy 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  United  States  to 
reinoburse  the  stock  thus  created,  at  any  time 
after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Snc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  the  Treasury  notes  which,  in  pursuance  of 
the  preceding  section,  shall  be  delivered  up  and 
exchanged  for  funded  stock,  and  also  the  Treas- 
urer notes  which  shall  have  been  paid  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  taxes,  duties,  or  demands,  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  provided,  to  be  reissued,  and 
applied  anew,  to  the  same  purposes,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  as  when  originally  issued. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
Treasury  notes  authorized  to  be  issued  by  this . 
act,  shall  be  everywhere  received  in  all  payments 
to  the  United  States.  On  every  such  payment 
the  note  or  notes  shall  be  received  for  the  amount 
of  both  the  principal  and  the  interest,  which,  on 
the  day  of  such  payment,  may  appear  due  oa  such 
of  the  notes  as  shall  bear  interest,  thus  given  in 
payment;  aod  the  interest  on  the  said  notes  bear- 
ing an  interest  shall>  on  such  payments  be  com- 
puted at  the  rate  of  one  eentandooe-hau  of  a  cent 
per  day,  on  every  hundred  dollars  of  principal ; 
and  each  month  shall  be  computed  as  containing 
thirty  days. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  any 
person  making  payment  to  the  United  States  in 
the  said  Treasury  notes,  into  the  hands  of  any 
collector,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  other  pub- 
lic officer  or  ageot,  shall,  on  books  kept  according 
to  such  forms  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  give  duplicate  certificates 
of  the  number  and  respective  amount  of  each  and 
every  Treasury  note,  and  of  the  interest  thereon, 
in  case  the  same  shall  bear  interest,  thus  paid  by 
such  person :  and  every  collector,  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys,  or  other  public  officer  or  aaent,.who 
shall  thus  receive  in  payment  any  of  the  said 
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Tretflory  notes  bearini;  in tertet,  shall,  oa  payment 
of  the  same  into  the  Treasory.  or  into  one  of  the 
banks  where  the  poblic  moneys  are  or  mair  be 
deposited,  receive  credit,  both  for  the  principal 
and  for  the  interest,  compnted  as  aforesaid,- which, 
on  the  day  of  sach  last  mentioned  payment,  shall 
appear  due  on*  the  note  or  notes  thns  paid  »: 
Provided  always^  That  in  tbe  settlement  of  his 
oceoonts  he  shall  be  charged  for  tbe  interest  ac- 
crued on  such  note  or  notes^  from  the  day  otf 
which  the  same  shall  have  been  received  by  him 
in  payment  as  aforesaid  to  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  hepaid  by  him  as  aforesaid :  Andpr<h 
'Vided,  oiffo.  That  no  charge  or  deduction,  on  ac- 
eount  of  interest,  shall  be  made  «n  respect  to  any 
bank  into  which  paymenu  as  aforesaid  m«y  be 
made  to  the  United  State?,  either  by  individuah, 
or  by  cirflectors,  receivers,  or  other  nnblic  officers 
or  agents,  and  which  payments  shall  be  received 
by  such  bank  as  specie,  and  credit  given  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Staies  for  the  amount 
thereof,  inpluding  the  interest  accrued  and  due  on 
such  notes,  from  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall 
have  been  received  by  such  bank,  on  account  of 
4he  United  States. 

Sec  S.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be^  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  causethe  said  Treasury 
notes  to  be  issued  at  the  par  value  thereof,  in  pay* 
ment  of  services,  of  supplies,  or  of  debts,  for  which 
the  United  States  are  or  may  be  answerable  by 
law,  to  such  person  and  persons  as  shall  be  will- 
ing to  accept  the  same  in  payment;  and  to  de- 
posite  portions  of  thesaid  notts  in  the  loan  offices, 
or  in  State  banks,  for  the  purpose  of  i)aying  the 
same  to  the  public  creditors  as  aforesaid ;  and  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  said  notes;  or 
to  sell  the  same,  at  a  rate  not  under  par ;  and  it 
ahall  be  a  good  execution  of  this  provision,  to  pay. 
such'notes  to  such  bank  or  banks -as  will  receive 
the  same  at  par,  and  give  credit  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  for  the  amount  thereof,  on 
the  day  on  which  the  said  notes  shall  thus  be  is* 
9ued  and  paid  to  such  bank  or  banks,  respectively. 

Sbo.  9.  Andhe  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  tor  the  holder  of  any  Treasury 
notes  issued,  or  authorized  to  be  issued,  under 
any  laws  heretofore  passed,  to  convert  the  same 
into  certificates  of  funded  debt,  upon  the  same 
terms,  and  in  the  same  manner,  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, in  relation  to  the  Treasury  notes  authorized 
by  this  act,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  and  two- 
fifths  per  centum.  < 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  a  sum 
of  forty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  tbe  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, for 
defraying  the  expense  of  preparing,  printing,  en- 
graving, signing,  and  otherwise  incident  to  the 
issuing,  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  this 
act. 

Sbo.  11.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or 
cause  or  procure'  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
eounlerfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 


making,  forging,  or  coaBterfeitiBg,aof  note,  is 
imitation  of,  Or  purporting  to  be, aTieasury  noie 
as  aforesaid ;  or  shall  iwely  aiiei,  or  cause  or 
procure  to  be  falsely  altered  or  williii^y  aid  or 
assistin  frisely  altering.aoy  Treaaoiy  wsie^iisaed 
as  aforesaid ;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  faliiish,  or 
attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as  tne,  aay 
false,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  note,  porpora&|u> 
be  a  Treasury  note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  4k 
same  to  be  falsely  inade,  forged,  er«ooatetfeaed; 
or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  (o  psK 
utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  fsdsely  altered  T/es- 
sury  note,  issued  as  aforesaid,  kaowiag  tbesasBe 
to  be  falsely  altered ;  or  shall  be,  diieedy  er  in- 
directly, knowingly  concerned  in  any  of  the  tf- 
fences  aforesaid^everjr  soch  persaosiiBU  be  deem- 
ed and  adjudged  ffuilty  of  felony;  and,  bctaf 
thereof  convioted  by  due  course  of  kw,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  be  imTnrisooed  and  kept  to  faanf  ia- 
bor,  for  a  period  not  less  than  three  ycar!^  nor 
more  than  ten  years,  and  be  fined  in  a  soa  aot 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 
Approved,  Februavy  84, 1815. 


An  Act  to  provide  addtUonml  sevaaoe  Ibrdsfraiyingtke 
expenses  of  Govenwient,  and  m*s»*«»i^  A0p9b- 
lie  credit,  by  haymg  a  dinet  ftarapso  the  Dmuietei 
Colambia.  • 

Be  it  enacted,^.,  Tbats  direct  fax  of  nineteen 
thottsandnine  hund  red  and  aineiy-eio^iMkrsand 
forty  cents  be,  and  is  hereby,  annuaU^  Va\^  «^q 
the  District  of  Colombia,  which  shall  beassessefi 
and  laid  upon  I  he  saore  descriptions  of  propertj. 
in  thesame  manner,  and  be  coUectadaadaeeonBC- 
ed  for  likewise  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  provided 
by  the  ^'Act  to  provide  additional  reveanes  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Cvoverni&ent«and  maia- 
taining  the  public  credit,  by  layiog  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide /or  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  same,"  and  the  severaJ acts 
referred  to  therein,  or  which  may  be  passed 
amendatory  thereof;  fot  which  purpose theieshali 
be  apDointed  a  principal  assessor  for  the  D'tsttifit 
of  Columbia,  who.  with  soch  deputies  as  be  cbst 
appoint,  shall  have  the  like  quahfieatioas  aad 
powers,  recerve  the  like  com pen8a4ioifts,diBekH|e 
the  like  duties,  and  be  subject  to  the  like  peaai- 
ties,  with  the  other  principal  or  assisiaat  asses- 
sors :  Pr&vided,  That  the  said  pnneipal  assesse: 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  powers  of  the  ather  pris- 
cipal  assessors^  exercise  the  same  powers  and  du- 
charge  the  same  duties  devoived  on  the  bosirfof 
principal  assessors,  established  by  the  said  act ; 
and  the  tax  lists,  made  out  by  him  confoiaiiUT 
thereto,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  colloeiar  wiibn 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days  from  thefiiU  dir 
of  April,  in  the  year  oat  thousand  ei^hthuBdrei 
and  fifteen,  on  which  day  the  said  prioctpal  as- 
sessor shall  direct  and  cause  the  several  asseor 
assessors  in  his  district,  to  inquire  after  aad  e*- 
cerning  all  lands,  lots  of  ground,  with  theif  a- 
provements,  dwelling-houses,  and  daresL  Im^  ^ 
taxation :  And  promded.  That  the  eoUeosr  of 
the  said  district  shall,  himself,  refain  fk  hs^  eC 
property  lying  within  the  said  diatriet^aDte 
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oecapied,  or  saperiatended,  by  some  person  resi- 
ding therein ;  and  shall  proceed  to  discharge  the 
like  duties  that^ are  performed  in  the  respective 
States,  by  the  collectors  designated  by  the  Secre- 
^iry  of  the  Treasury  for  receiving  said  list. 
Sec^  2.  And  be  \t  further  enacted.  That  the 

Srincipal  assessor  and  assistant  assessors  for  the 
district  of  Columbia,  sl^all  discharge  the  like  du- 
ties required  by  the  "Act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern^ 
ment,  and  piainUining  the  public  credit,  by  layinff • 
duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,"  to  be  performed  in  the  respective 
States  by  the  assessors,  any  thing,  in  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing; which.said  duties, and  all  other  acts  therein 
required  to  be  don e^as  well  by  the  said  officers  as 
by  individuals,  subject  to  ilie  said  act,  shall  be 
performed  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  under 
the  penalties,  for  neglect  or  omission,  thereby  pre- 
scribed, and  in  point  of  time,  relatively  to  the  said 
first  day  oC  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nfteen,  and  in  eyery  year  thereauer, 
relatively  to  such  day  as  may  be  fixed  by  law  for 
the  performance  of  the  like  duties  and  acts  in  the 
several  States. 

Approved,  "February  27, 1815. 

An  Act  to  provide  addit^nal  revenues  for  d«fraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and.  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  bj  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and 
plated  ware,  and  iewelry  and  paste  work,  manu£sc- 
tnred  within  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  Thar,  from  and  after  the 
eighteenth  day  of  April  liezt,  there  shall  be  paid 
upon  aU  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jew- 
euy  and  pi»|e  work,  except  time  pieces,  which 
shall  thereafter  be  manoiactured  or  made  for  sale 
within  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  there- 
of, a  duty  of  six  per  centum  ad  valorem,  -by  the 
manufacturer  thereof. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted^  That  the  duty 
aforesaid  shall  be  imposed,  paid,  collected,  and 
accounted  for,  in  like  manner,  and  subject  to  the 
like  provisions  and  penalties,  as  the  duties  im- 
poaed  by  the  ^'Aot  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and 
maintain  log  the  public  credit,  by  laying  auties 
on  various  ^oods.  .wares,  and  merchandise,  manu< 
factured  within  the  United  States,"  passed  the 
eighteenth  dav  of  January,  one  thousaod  eight 
hundred  and  nfteeD,  all  the  provisions  of  which 
act  shall  apply  to  the  duty  hereby  imposed,  and 
to  those  by  whom  it  shall  be  payable,  the  same 
as  if  it  were  specifically  inserted  among  the  du-^ 
tiable  ohjeots  enumerated  in  the  first  section 
thereof. 

Approved,  February  27, 1815. 

An  Act  to  repeal  certain  acts  concerning  the  flotilla 
service,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enaciedj  <f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  April  next,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  au* 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  built  barges,  for  the  defence  of  the 


ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uaited  States,"  passed 
the  fifth  day  of  July^  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen  *,  and  also  an  act,  en- 
titled ^^An  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
certain  officers  for  tl^e  flotilla  service,"  passed  the 
sixteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  shall  bie  repealed  and 
cease  to  be  in  force. 

Sgc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
barges  and  other  vessels  composing  the  fi,otilla 
establishment,  (they  being  first  divested  of  their 
guns  and  military  stores,, which  are  to  be  carefully 
preserved.)  shall  be  sold  or  laid  up  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  States,and 
the  moneys  arising  therefrom  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all  the 
cofnmissioned  and  warrant  officers,  and  all  the 
privates,  who  shall  be  discharged  in  consequence 
of  the  repeal  of  the  acts  aforesaid,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  four  months'  pay,  over  and  above 
what  may  be  due  to  them,  respectively,  at  the 
time  of  their  discharge. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  cause  all  the  armed  vessels  thereof 
on  the  Lakes,  except  such  as  /le  may  deem  ne- 
cessary 10  enforce  the  proper  execution  of  the 
revenue  laws,  to  be  sold  or  laid  up,  as  he  may 
judge  most  conducive  to  tbe  public  interest;  sucn 
vessels  being  first  divested  of  their  armament, 
tackle,  and  furpiture,  which  are  to  be  carefully 
preserved. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  or  purchased, 
the  vessels  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  fifteenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed ;  «nd  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  sold  such  of 
the  vessels  acquired  under  the  said  act  as  he  may 
deem  inexpedient  to  be  retained  in  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  to  cause  the  moneys  arising  therefrom 
to  be  paid  into  the  public  Treasury, 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be.  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  sold,  they  being 
first  divested  of  their  guns  and  military  stores, 
which  are  to  be  carefully  preserved^  such  and  so 
many  of  the  gunboats  belonging  to  the  United 
Slates,  as  in  his  judgment  may  no  longer  be  ne- 
cessary to  be' retained  for  the  public  service;  and 
such  of  the  warrant  officers  and  privates  as  may 
be  discharged  in  consequence  of  such  sale,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  four  months'  pay,  over  and 
above  what  may  be  due  to  them  at  the  time  of 
their  discharge. 

Approved,  February  27, 1816. 

An  Act  to  amend  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  sixteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  entitled  <<An  act  confirming  cer- 
tain claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  location." 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  western  boundary 


1927 


APPENDIX. 


1928 


PuJtHic  Aett  of  Congrea. 


of  the  tract  of  country  set  apart  by  the  act  of  the 
sixteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  entitled  ^*An  act  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
riding  for  their  location,''  be  extended  upon  the 
river  Mississippi,  to  the  middle  thereof,  so  as  to 
include  all  islands  in  said  river,  between  the  mid- 
dle and  eastern  margin,  throughout  the  length 
of  said  line ;  and  that  all  or  any  of  the  said  islands 
chall  be  subject  to  be  appropriated  under  the  said 
recited  act. 

Sxa  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Thai  (he 
proviso  contained  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  be- 
fore recited  act  be  repealed,  so  far  as  it  regards 
persons  settled  on  fractions  of  sections  or  quarter 
sections  containing  less  than  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres ;  and  that  such  persons,  under  the 
like  circumstances,  shall  be  considered  as  entitled 
to  all  the  rights,  benefits,  and  advantages,  speci- 
fied in  the  said  fourth  section,  as  those  settled  on 
sections  or  quarter  sections,  and  also  to  any  right, 
privilege,  or  advantage,  secured  by  this  act:  Pro- 
videdjwwever,  That  such  persons  shall  not  be 
permitted,  in  such  cases,  to  take  less  than  the 
whole  quantity  of  such  fractional  quarter  section 
on  which  they  are  respectively  settled. 

Sbc.  3.  And  he  U further  enacted,  That  every 
person  or  persons,  who  settled  on  and  improved 
any  of  the  lands  in  the  said  Territory,  reserved  for 
the  use  of  schools  or  seminaries  of  learning,  before 
the  fiAh  dav  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  and  who  would  have  had 
the  right  of  pre-eniption  thereto  had  not  the  same 
been  reserved  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
pre-emption  of  the  like  quantity^  of  other  land, 
upon  the  same  terms,  and  under  the  same  restric- 
tions, provided  bv  the  fourth  section  of  the  said 
recitea  act,  to  be  located  on  any  lands  within  the 
boundary  specified  in  this  and  the  said  recited 
act,  not  otherwise  appropriated;  and  such  persons 
shall  also  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of,  and  subject 
to,  the  restrictions  contained  in  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  entitled  to  the  pre-emption 
of  lands,  under  the  fourth  section  oi  the  before 
recited  act,  who  failed  to  locate  their  claims  within 
the  time  limited  in  said  act,  and  which  lands  have 
been  appropriated  by  others,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  pre-emption  of  the  like  quantity  as  they  could 
have  appropriated  under  the  said  act,  or  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  located  on  any 
land  within  the  boundary  specified  in  this  and 
the  said  recited  ac,  not  previously  appropriated. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  and 
every  person  or  persons,  entitled  to  the  pre-emption 
of  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
conform  to,  and  be  governed  by,  the  rules  pre- 
scribed in  the  said  recited  actj  in  locating,  proving, 
and  completing,  their  tides,  respectively,  except 
in  cases  where  the  same  is  changed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Kaskaskia  to  give  notice,  by  an  ad- 
vertisement inserted,  for  one  month,  in  at  least 
one  newspaper  published  in  the  said  Territory,  to 
all  persons  entitled  to  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 


of  any  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  this  or  the  befon 
recited  act,  that  they  may  m^ke  sock  purchase. 


on  application  to  him  at  his  oflice,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  tlransaod 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen ;  and  every  penoa  fail- 
ing or  refusing  to  enter^  with  the  said  icguicr, 
the  land  to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption  is  w 
secured,  notice  beinjr  given  as  before  mentioned, 
within  the  time  aforesaid,  shall  lose  his,  her,  or 
their,  right  of  pre-emption. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  lo- 
cations  of  any  confirmed  claim,  made  by  rmae 
of  any  authority  given  by  the  commiaioacn  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  claims  of  persons  to  \a^ 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
are  hcrebv^  confirmed :  Provided^  That  the  provi- 
sions of  this  section  shall  not  be  so  eonstmed  u 
to  extend  to  any  locations  made  by  any  person  or 
persons  without  any  authority  from  the  commis- 
sioners aforesaid ;  nor  shall  it  aliect  the  ckiffls  of 
any  other  person  or  persona. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  the 
resfister  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
office  at  Kaskaskia  shall  be  allowoi  the  same 
commission,  respectively,  on  the  confirmed  claims, 
which  have  been  or  shall  be  received  in  payment 
for  land  entered  at  the  said  office,  as  chey  arraow 
entitled  to  on  moneys  received  in  pufmeot  for 
lands  sold,  calculating  the  va/ae  o/lfre  coafirmed 
claims  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre. 

Sec.  9.  AndbeitfuHherenaatd,  T\i%\'\\  shall 
be  lawful  for  Ann  Qilham  to  locate  any  anappitv 
priated  quarter  seetiop  within  the  UliDoia  Tetn- 
tory ;  and  whenever  the  said  Ann  GKlham  shall 
enter,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Kas- 
kaskia, any  unappropriated  quarter  scetioa,itsha/l 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  to  iasne,  to  the  sud 
Ann  Qilham,  a  certificate  specifying  therein  ibe 
quarter  section  so  located ;  and  it  shall  he  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeaoal  Land 
Office  to  issue  a  patent  for  the  land  so  located, 
whenever  the  certificate  aforesaid  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  him  for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  February  27, 1815. 


An  Act  to  repeal  certain  acts  tiiexciB  i 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  authorize  the  President  ot  the  CJaiced 
States  to  accept  the  services  of  State  troc^  and 
of  volunteers,''  and  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  it 
authorize  the  raising  a  corps  of  sen  fencibtes,"  k. 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 
Approved,  February  27, 1815. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  legnlati^  the  Pas 
Office  EsUbliflhment. 
Be  it  enacted,  jfc,  That  the  Postoaasier  Ges- 

eral  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  allow  to  ttr 
postmasters,  respectively,  such  commission  on  a? 
moneys  arising  from  the  postage  of  letters^  afv 
papers;  and  packets,  as  shall  be  adequate  toikir 
respeciive  services  and  expenses:  PrawU  Tk^t 
the  said  commission  shall  not  exceed  the .o^w- 
ing  several  rates  on  the  amount  collecaetf  in  oik 
quarter ;  that  is  to  say : 
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Oa  a  sam  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fiAy 
dollarsi  twenty  per  cent. 

On  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  Sdy 
dollars,  seventeen  per  cent.  ^ 

On  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars, 
thirteen  per  cent. 

On  an^  sum  over  three  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars,  fiye  per  cent. 

He  may  also  allow  the  postmasters  at  distribu- 
ting post  offices,  a  commission  of  four  per  cent, 
on  anv  sum  of  postages  distributed,  not  exceeding 
four  thousand  dollars,  and  a  commission  of  three 
per  cent,  on  any  sum  of  postages  distributed  orer 
four  thousand  dollars. 

He  may  also  allow  to  such  postmasters  as  re- 
ceive and  despatch  foreign  mails,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  dollars  per  quarter  year,  for 
that  service;  and  he  may  augment  the  commis- 
sion of  those  postmasters  who  receive  the  maU 
regularly  between  the  hours  of  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening  and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  from 
twenty  to  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  on 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  received  in  each 
quarter. 

He  may  also  allow  to  each  postmaster  one  cent 
for  each  tree  letter  delirered  bjat  of  his  office^  and 
one  cent  for  each  free  letter  originally  received 
by  him  and  forwarded  by  mail. 

He  may  also  allow  to  each  postmaster  ten  cents 
for  every  monthl)r  register  of  the  arrival  and  de- 
parture of  the  mail,  returned  to  the  General  Post 
Office,  The  Postmaster  General  may  also  allow 
to  the  postmasters,  respectively^  a  commission  of 
thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  posuges  which  they  shall  collect  on  newspa- 
pers, magazines, and  pamphlets;  but  no  allow- 
ance for  distribution,  or  for  free  letters,  shall  be 
made  to  any  postmaster  who  shall  collect  postages 
to  the  amount  of  ^^e  thousand  dollars  in  one 
quarter^ 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  on  and  after  the  first  day  of 
April  next,and  thereupon  allother  acts  and  clauses 
thereof,  providing  compensation  or  allowance  to 
mnj  postmaster  or  postmastersi  shall  cease  to  have 
efiect,  and  are  hereby  repealed :  Pnmdedi  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
affect,  alter,  or  repeal,  the  provisions  of  the  fortieth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment. 

Sac.  3..  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
Postmaster  General  be  authorized  to  have  the 
mail. carried  in  any  steamboat,  or  other  vessel, 
which  shall  be  used  as  a  packet,  in  any  oi  the 
waters  of  the  United  States,  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  shall  be  considered  expedient :  Pro- 
videdf  That  he  do  not  pay  more  than  three  cents 
for  each  letter,  and  each  packet,  and  more  than 
one  half  cent  for  each  newspaper,  conveyed  in 
such  mailr 

Sbo.  4.  Andbe  Ujwrther  enacfed,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  o£  every  master  or  mauager  of  anv 
steamboat,  packet,  or  other  vessel,  which  shall 
pass  from  one  part  or  place  to  another  part  or 
place,  in  the  United  States,  where  a  post  office  is 
^atablishedy  to  deliver,  within  three  hours  after 


his  arrival,  if  in  the  dajr  time,  and  within  two 
hours  afte.r  the  next  sunrise,  if  the  arrival  be  in 
the  nightj  all  letters  and  packets  addressed  to,  or 
destined  for,  such  port  or  place,  to  the  postmaster 
there,  for  which  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  of 
such  postmaster  two  cents  for  every  letter  or 
packet  so  delivered,  unless  the  same  shall  be  car- 
ried or  conveyed  under  a  contract  with  the  Post- 
master General ;  and  if  any  master  or  manager 
of  a  steamboat,  or  other  vessel,  shall  fail  so  to  de- 
liver an^  letter,  or  packet,  which  shall  have  been 
broughf  by  him,  or  shall  have  been  in  his  care, 
or  within  his  power,  he  shall  incur  a  penalty  of 
thirty  dollars  for  every  such  failure. 

Sec  S.  And  belt  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  employed  on  board  any  steamboat,  or  other 
vessel  employed  as  a  packet,  shall  deliver  every 
letter,  and  packet  of  letters,  intrusted  to  such  per- 
son, to  the  master  or  manager  of  such  steamboat, 
or  other  vessel,  and  before  the  said  vessel  sbaU 
touch  at  any  other  port  or  place ;  apd  for  every 
failure,  or  neglect  so  to  deliver,  a  penalty  of  ten 
dollars  shall  be  incurred  for  each  letter  and  packet. 

Approved,^  February  27, 1815. 

An  Ad  to  alter  and  eatablisb  certain  Post  Boada* 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  following  post 
roads  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  discontinued ; 
that  is  to  say:  From  Columbia,  by  ShelbyyilleL 
and  Winchester,  to  Fayetteville,  in  Tennessee. 
From  Teliicoe,  in  Tennessee,  by  Amoy  river, 
Vanstown^  and  Tuckeytown,  to  Fort  Stoddard, 
in  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  from  Tuckabatchy, 
by  TensaWj  and  Fort  Stoddard,  to  Pascagoola 
river,  in  Mississippi  Territory;  from  Cyntbiana 
to  Georgetown,  in  Kentucky.  In  North  Caro- 
lina, from  Washington  to  Lake  Landing,  on  Mo- 
tamuskeet.  From  Concord,  by  Loudon,  Gilman- 
ton,  Meredith,  New  Holderness,  to  Plymouth; 
thence,  by  New  Hampton,  Sanbornton,  North- 
field,  and  Canterbury,  to  Concord. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  be  established  post  roads ;  that  is  to  say: 

Jh  New  Hampehtrej^Wtom  Concotd  to  Frye- 
burffh,  in  Maine.  From  Concord,  by  Salisbury, 
Andover,  New  Chester,  Bridgewater,  Plymontb, 
thence  by  New  Holdern^,  New  Hampton.  San- 
bornton, Salisbury,  to  Concord.  From  Bxeter, 
by  Brentwood,  PopliUt  Raymond,  Candia,  and 
Pembroke,  to  Concord. 

hi  Vermont.— Ftom  Chester  South  Tillage,  by 
Andover,  Weston,  Land  Grove,  and  Pern,  to 
Manchester.  From  Salem,  New  York,  by  Ru- 
pert, Paolet,  Middleton,  and  Ira.  to  Rutland. 

hi  ilfatne.— From  Ken nebunk  to  Alfred;  from 
Prospect,  by  Mount  Ephraim,  to  Frankfort. 

in  Maesachiuetts.-^From  Hosack^  New  York, 
bT  Pawnal,  Vermont,  to  Wiiliamstown.  From 
Northampton,  by  Haaley,  Sunderland,  and  Mon- 
tague, to  Northfield.  From  Foxborough,  by 
Mansfield,  and  Norton,  to  Taunton. 

Jh  Gmnecfictt/.— 'That  the  post  road  from  Nor- 
walk,  by  Reading,  to  Danbury,  pass  through 
^lugatnck^nd  by  the  town-house  in  Readinf. 

in  New  rorft.— From  Hadley  Landing,  in  Sar- 
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atogSi  to  Luzern,  in  WarreD  countjr.  From  Ham- 
ilton yillagej  by  Guilderland,  Beroe,  Schoharie 
Courthouse,  the  Brick  Church  in  CobleskiJl,  Col- 
onel I.  Steward's,  and  Maryland,  to  Milford. 
From  West  Point  to  Haverstraw.  From  Bbrrage 
Mills,  in  CoFentrv,  to  Oxford.  That  the  mail 
from  Huntington  oe  carried  by  the  north  road  to 
Smithtown.  instead  of  the  south  road.  From 
Stillwater,  by  Dunning  street,  in  Malta,  and  the 
south  end  of  Saratoga  Lakie,  to  Baliston  Springs, 
thence,  by  the  north  end  of  Saratoga  Lake,  and 
by  Rogers^  Mills,  to  Stillwater.  From  Manlius, 
in  Onondaga  county,  to  Blbridge,  in  C4miIIu8, 
thence  to  Auburn,  in  Cayuga  county.  From 
Bainbridge,  throu^  Coventry,  to  Green. 
Jn  New  Jersey.-^rom  Newark,  by  Orange  Dale, 
and  Hanover,  to  Morristown.  From  Asbury^  in 
Mansfield  township,  by  Hacketstown,  Greenville, 
Newtown,  and  Frankfort,  to  Deckerstown. 

In  Pennsjflvania.^From  Huntington,  by 
Woodcock  valley,  Bedford,  and  Cdmberta)id 
Valley,  to  Cumberland,  in  MaryUnd,  From  Mer- 
cer to  New  Castle.  From  Lancaster  to  Lebanon. 
From  York,  by  Dover,  Rosslowd,  Lewisburg, 
and  Lisbum,  to  Carlisle.' 

In  mio.— FVom  Zanakrille  ta  CdtfteoetoD^- 
From  Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  by  Stephen  Scott's, 
at  the  mouth  of  Fishing  Creek,  to  Marietta. 
From  Delaware,  in  Ohio,  py  Norton^pper  San- 
dusky, and  Lower  Sandusky,  to  Fort  Meigs. 
From  Lebanon  to  Hamilton. 
.  In  JltarvlantL'^Ftom  Baltimore,  by  Ctueens* 
town^  Hillsborough^  and  Oenton,  to  Milford. 
From  Westminster,  in  Frederick  county,  through 
Uniontown,  Middleburgh,  Ckeenham,  Mechan- 
ickstowd,  and  Cavetown,  to  Hagerstown.  Froopi 
Blkton,  by  Babinton,  to  (Georgetown  Cross  Roads. 

In  Ftrgihia.— rFrom  Lindsay's  store,  by  Bar- 
bouraville  and  StAnnardsville,  to  HarriBonburg. 
From  Richmond  to  Lindsay's  store,  in  Albemarle 
county.  From  Colesville,  in  Chesterfield  county, 
l^y  Halcomb's  and  Dennises,  to  Amelia  Court- 
house, in  lieu  of  the  present  route  from  Coles- 
TiUe.to  Amelia  Courthouse.  From  Parkersburg, 
in  Wood  county,  to  Point  Pleasant;  that  the 
route  from  Hopkins'  tavern  to  Powhatan  Court- 
house, pass  by  way  of  Genito  Bridge.  That  the 
Postmaster  General  be  authorized  to  send  a  mail 
from  Port  Tobacco,  in  Maryland,  to  Hanover 
town,  so  long  as  a  stage  shall  run  on  that  route. 
From  the  town  of  Petersburg^  Virginia,  by  the 
Double  Bridges,  and  John  Kev's  tavern,  in  the 
county  of  Lunenburg,  to  Charlotte  Courthouse. 
From  Williesburg,  in  Charlotte  county,  by  Doc- 
tor Soead'sj  in  Halifax  county,  to  Cunningham's 
store,  in  Person  county,  North  Carolina* 

In  jKerafticAy,— From  Cynthiana,  by  Paris,  and 
Winchester,  to  Richmond.  From  Isbelville  to 
Clarksville,  Tennessee.  From  Lexington  to 
Gkorgetown.  From  Cincinnati,  by  Kennedy's, 
Gaines',  and  Arnold's,  on  the  Ridge  road,  to 
Georgetown.  From  Glasgow  to  Allen  Court- 
house, and  from  Allen  Courthouse  to  Bowling 
Green.    From  Middletown  to  Westport. 

In  North  CaroZina.— From  Washington,  by 
Bath,  John  Adams's,  the  Log  House  Landing,  on 


Pungo  river,  and  Germantown,  to  iht  Liki 

Cobb's  Bridge,  in  Edgecomb  conuiy.  ?fonB- 
ant's  Cross  Roads  to  Windsor.  PromTjrbor 
ough  to  Scotland  Neck.  From  PittsbonL^  kJ 
Liberty,  and  Gardner's  store,  to  LexiDgna, ' 

In  Tsnnessee^Ftom  Nish?ille,  by  Hine^ 
Settlement,  and  ShclbyTille.  to  FiyeneSi 
From  Rhea  Courthouse,  bv  Highwisty  Garrison, 
Ross  Fort,  and  Fort  Jackson,  to  Port  8l  8tJ 
phens. 

In  South  Caro^lnd.— From  Mm'oo  Cborf. 
house,  by  Harleysville,  toMarlboroQ^tARtint 
by  Brownsville,  to  Marion  Coartfaoase.  Ym 
Uheraw  Courthouse,  by  the  Borat  StvHills,n 
Lynch's  oreelt,  Williamsburg  CoDrthooie,  vA 
Murray's  Ferry,  on  Santee,  to  Monk's  Conier. 

In  the  Mississippi  Tarritory.—ftm  theCticK- 
taw  agency,  by  John  Ford's,  on  Petri  rirer,fii 
New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Looisia&i. 

In  the  luinois  TerrHor^.—fi^  Mosoa 
Courthouse  to  Salem,  in  Kentucky. 

Approved,  March  1, 1815. 

An  Act  usldng  axmropriatioiv  ibr  lb  npporf  0f  U 
Mifitaiy  Estafaliifamrat  ixikimm^iltmd 
eight  hundted  and  f 


Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  Th^kdefhpi  tiiea- 
pienses  of  the  Mmtary  Bstniohmeotoftbe  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one  tmssaH  vu^x  hun- 
dred ^nd  fif^en,  for  ordnance,  fottificxuoii&,ni 
the  Indian  departtiaent,  the  foUoving  sanu  bt 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectiyelf,  tppiO' 
priated;  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Sute^ 
Including  the  private  serrnts  kept  byolKen, 
nine  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  forage  to  officers,  one  hundred  anrfiwaity- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  subsistence  of  the  Army,  sewn  \vm 
thousand  dollars.  ^ 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  departB»t,fiij 
thousand  dollars. 

For  clothing,  three  htrndred  and  tifoiy-w 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Cluartennaster's  departoeDt,  two  im» 
dred  thousand  dollars.  , 

For  purchasing  horses  for  artillery,  om«» 
dred  thousand  dollars.  .  ^ 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, octoMj 
arsenals,  magazines,  aloid  aumbries,  nifl«n*J 
and  thirty-eight  thoasand  three  hundwi* 
thirty -eig;ht  dollars.  ,^ 

For  fortifications,  four  hundred  ihom^ 

For  contingencies,  two  hundred  IbotMi** 

For  the  Indian  department,  twohnndrrftk* 
sand  dollars.  «^ 

For  advancing  three  montte'Wto  tl»«^ 
deranged,  and  noncommissionea  officers  ^'^ 
vates  discharged,  one  million  two  hnndfw'^ 
sand  dollars.  .ib>i\)i 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjwiher  ef^J^^ 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  ^ 


198a. 


APPEmax. 


1934 


FubH4>  AcU  (f  Ckmgrem* 


be  paid  out  of  an^r  mooeys  in  tha  Treasury,  not 
I     otherwise  appropriated. 
'         ApproTed,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  making  Aurther  profinon  for  completing  the 
public  bitildmg|s  at  West  Pomt  fbr  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Military  Academy. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  sura  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  aj^- 
propriated^  to  be  paid  out  of  any  monev  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  com- 
^     pleting  buildings,  and  for  providing  an  apparatus, 
I     a  library,  and  all  necessary  implements,  and  for 
snch  contingent  expenses  as  may  be  necessary 
and  proper,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  of 
the  United'  States,  for  the  better  support  and  ac- 
commodation of  tne  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point. 
Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Aet  making  appiepiiatioBa  for  the  ai^niorl  of  the 

Nvfj  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  tho«- 

aaoa  dgfat  bnadrad  and  fiAsea. 

As  it  emutedi  4c^  That,  for  dafra^dng  the  ex- 
penaea  of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  one  thoiiaa»d 
eight  iiandred  and  fifteen,  the  following  aaaaebe 
and  are  hereby,  respectively,  appropriated ;  that 
is  to  say : 

For  pay  and  snbsistenee  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
of  the  seamen,  one  million  five  handred  thirty* 
eight  ihodsaad  three  haadred^eizty^foar  dollars 
and  fifty  eeats. 

For  proviaiens*  six  hmdrad  and  aeventy-ihiee 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-two  doUacs 
and  fifty  cents. 

For  medloiae,  hosfntal  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  aocoant  of  the  siak,  forty  ibousaad  doHaia. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  five  hundred  thooaaad 
dollars. 

For  coatiagent  ezpeaaes,  ii^loding  feeigbt, 
transportatioo,  aad  rearnittaf  expeaaea,  five  huar 
drad  aad  fifty  thoosaod  doUara. 

For  ordaaooe.  ammaaitioa,  and  military  stofesi 
three  huadted  thouaaad  doHars. 


For  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wbarvies,  one  hun- 
dred aad  sixty  thoasaod  doilaia. 

For  pay  and  sabaisienea  of  the  Marine  Corpa, 
one  hundred  aad  ninety  theaaaad  and  tweaty 
dollasa. 

For  cleihiair  for  the  saaie,aixty  thouaaad  three 
hundred  and  fifty«eeven  dollius. 

For  milkary  storca  fiw  the  same,  one  thousand 
six  handled  doUan. 

For  contiagent  expenses  for  the  same,  eifhteen 
thousand  seven  hnaared  and  eight  dollars* 

For  the  purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  by 
Commodore  Maedonough,  on  Lake  Champlain, 
sach  sum  as  shall  be  agreed  apea,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  President,  not  exceeding  four 
iiiindred  thousand  dollars. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  itfiurtherenaded,  That  the 
several  appropriatioaa  hereinbeft>re  made,  shall 
be  paid  out  or  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appiepnaied. 

ApproveO}  March  3,  lfi[l&. 


An  Aet  to  repeal  so  much  of  theseverd  acts  imposing, 
duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on- 
goods*  wares,  and  merchanoisey  imported  into  the 
United  States,  as  imposes  a  diviiminating  dnty 
on  tonnage^  between  mreign  vessels  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  and  between  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels 
of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  several 
acu  Imposiog  duties  on.  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  iqiposes  % 
discrimiaatiog  duty  of  tonnage,  between  foreign 
vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States^ 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  so  far  as 
the  same  respects  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
the  nation  to  which  such  foreign  ships  or  vessels 
may  belong.  Such  repeal  to  take  effect  in  favoc 
of  any  foreign  nation,  whenever  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  dist 
criminating  or  countervailing  duties  of  snch  for- 
eign nation,  so  far  as  they  operate  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  United  States,  have  been  abol- 
ished. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  lor  flxiBg  the  Militaqr  Peace  B^fiMf^hrntfrt 
of  the  United  States. 

JBs  it  enacted.  #o..  That  the  Military  Peaoo 
Establishment  of  the  United  States  shall  ooasial 
of  such  proportions  of  artillery,  infanuy,  and  rifle- 
Dien»  not  axoeediog,  in  the  whole,  ten  thooiaad 
men,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
judge  proper,  and  that  the  corps  of  engineers,  e§ 
at  present  established,  be  reuined.    • 

Beg.  2.  And  be  it  furlher  enacted^  That  the 
corpa  of  artillery  shall  have  the  same  organixation 
aa  ia  presertbed  by  the  aot  passed  the  thirtieth  of 
Maroh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen^; 
aad  the  Mgiment  of  light  artillery  the  same  orw 
0iaization  as  is  prescribed  by  the  act  passed  the 
twelfth  day  of  Apr il,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eitfht}  and  thai  each  regiment  of  infantry 
and  riflemen  shall  ooneisi  9f  one  colonel^  one 
lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,  one  adjutant,  one 
quartermaster,  one  paymaster,  one  surgeon,  and 
two  surgeons'  mates,  one  sergeant  major,  one 
garter maater  sergeant,  two  principal  musicians* 
aad  ten  companies;  each  company  to  consist  of 
one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  and  one  second 
lieuteaant,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  two 
musicians,  and  sixty-eight  privates. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  jUiker  enacted.  That  theae 
shall  be  two  major  generals,  and  four  brigadier 
generals :  the  major  generals  to  be  entitled  to  turn 
aida-de-camp,  and  the  brigadier  genenls  to  one 
aid-de-camp,  each,  to  be  taEen  from  the  subalteras 
of  the  line;  four  brigade  inspectors,  and  four 
brigade  quartermasters,  and  such  number  of  hos- 
pital surgeons  and  surgeon's  mates,  as  the  service 
may  requixej  not  exceeding  five  aurgeons  and  fif- 
teen mates,  with  one  steward  and  one  wardmaa- 
ter  to  eaoh  hospital.  The  brigade  inspectoas, 
appointed  under  this  act^  shall  be  taken  from  the 
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line,  and  the  brigade  quartermasters,  the  adja- 
tanta,  regimental  quartermasters,  and  paymasters, 
*from  the  subalterns  of  the  line. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it Juriher  enacted^  That  the  com- 
pensation, subsistence,  and  clothing,  of  the  offi' 
cers,  cadets,  non-commissioned  oflicers,  musicians, 
artificers,  and  privates,  composing  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  fixing  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  sixteenth  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  and  the  act,  entitled  *'An 
act  toraise^  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  mil- 
itary force,**  passed  twelfth  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight;  and  that  the  oiajor 
generals  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  compensa- 
tion as  is  provided  by  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,'*  passed  elev- 
enth January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  cause  to  be  ar- 
ranged, the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians^  and  privates,  of  the  several  corps  of 
troops  now  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  States, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  and  complete  out 
of  the  same  the  corps  authorized  by  this  act,  and 
cause  the  supernumerary  officers,  non-com  mis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  co  be  dis- 
charged from  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  n^xt,  or  as 
soon  as  circumstances  may  permit. ' 

Sbg.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  to 
each  commissioned  officer,  who  shall  be  deranged 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  there  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  to 
which  they  will  be  entitled  by  law  at  the  time  of 
his  discharge,  three  months*  pay. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  corpe  authorized  by  this  act,  snail  be  sub- 
ject to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  be  recruited 
in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  limita- 
tions; and  that  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  provision  for  wounds  and  disabilities,  the 
same  provision  for  widows  and  children,  and  the 
same  benefits  and  allowances  in  every  respect) 
not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
as  are  authorized  by  the  act  of  sixteenth  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  entitled  '^An 
act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  Statesu'*and  the  act  of  the  12th  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force ;"  and  that  the  bounty  to  the  re- 
cruit, and  compensation  to  the  recruiting  officer, 
shall  be  the  same  as  are  allowed  by  the  ^oretaia 
aet  of  the  the  12th  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eixht. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  ooaceming  Invalid  Pensioners. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons,  whose  claims  have  been  trans- 


mitted to  Congress,  iinrsoaat  toibvpniediW 
tenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  liOBdi!diiJS.oi 
the  pension  list  of  invalid  pensiosen^theUuied 
States,  according  to  the  rates,  sod  totwuaeoee 
at  the  times,  herein  mentioned;  thttiitDar- 

Robert  Holberd,  at  the  rate  of  die  Wper 
month,  to  commence  oa  the  tJiiitietk  iiT  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hoodrediodfinneei 

Eli  Short,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  ami  xfl 
enty-five  cents  per  mooth,  to  cemmeDeetlietiiir- 
tieth  day  of  March,  one  thoosiDddjlitliuoiM 
and  fourteen. 

Spencer  Darnell,  at  the  rate  of  fiic&ilb  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  foanmtli  k\  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  tod  foarten. 

Abraham  Estes,at  the  rite  of  three  dollanui 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  eommoin  the 
seventeenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  huodred  aoi 
fourteen. 

Willis  Tandy,  at  the  rate  of  OQedolkafld 
twenty-five  cents  per  month,  to  eomnnee  tbe 
seventeenth  day  of  April,  eightieo  hudn^  mi 
fourteen. 

Samuel  Sharon,  at  the  rateof  twodollinnd 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  comiaeBee  tbe  sera- 
teenth  day  of  August,  eighteen  boodred  ni 
fourteen. 

Alexander  Naismith,atthenteofivoda/lin 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  toeoooeoeeiie tvea> 
tieth  day  of  August,  eighteeo  biidnd  udfoor- 
teen.  v 

Isaac  Gray,  at  the  rate  of  8ixdoUlnl&&«llv 
six  centa  per  month,  tocofflmencetheiie&t)- 
second  day  of  September,  eighteen  \ivMni 
fourteen. 

Thomas  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  tvodoUu 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  eonneoeetbetra- 
ty-seventh  day  of  Jaiy,  eighteen  ivMt» 
fourteen. 

John  R.  Rappleye,  at  the  rate  of  ii»e  wIib 
per  month,  to  i^ommeace  the  seeoad  dif «  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  aod  foorttea. 

John  Sweeny,  at  iherateof  serenWliBW 
fifty  centa  per  month,  to  eoDmenee  (k  »- 
enteenthof  March,eigbte«ahottdredind  suttt 

Joshua  Merrill,  at  the  rate  of  w  <Jfj."» 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commcace  tbeloBitta 
Aiu^ust,  eighteen  hundred  aod  foortea 

Grieve  Drttmniond,at  the  nJ««"!*5T. 
per  month,  to  commence  tbe  twenlyj«p'*J 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hnadied  aad  HW- 

John  Ward,  at  Uie  late  of  two  dollintrfM^ 
centa  per  month,  to  commeace  the  tbirotfi^ 
of  November,  eight^n  huBdtedandf«J» 

Chades  Rumsey,  at  the  «»^f*"**ME 
month,  to  commence,  the  twelfth  dif « '") 
eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Grant  Taylor,  at  the  nfoi^^f^J. 
m^onth,  to  commence  the  twentjfoora «' 
November,  eighteen  hundred  and  fow^f*  . 

Henry  Bat?man,  at  thejate  of  i^nif^f 
month,  to  commence  the  sevcnteenta  ov 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  foo'***"; ,.  ^ 

John  Norton,  at  the  rate  of  two  dol^ 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  eommwf^ 
day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  andloa"^ 
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Jesse  Young,  at  the  tate  of  fire  doliare  per 
month,  to  commence  the  sixih  day^  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Daniel  Averill,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  third  day 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

John  Bell,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  the  ninth  day  of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fourteen. 

Minny  Ryneason,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  mouthy  to  commence  the  sixth 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

William  Bond,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  eighth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Richard  Osborn,  at  the  rate  of  tiro  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  fifth  day 
of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Jaliu9  Turner,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cenijs  per  month,  to  commence  the 
eighteenth  day  of  August,  eighreeo  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

William  Cook,  ac  the. rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cento  per  month,  to  commence  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  August,,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

John  Frazer,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
serenty-fire  cents  per  month*  to  commence  the 
sixteenth  day  of  Norember,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fourteen. 

Christopher  Sites,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  aew- 
enteenth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifteen;  .     . 

William  BartoOf  at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  firot  day  of  January, 
eiffhteea  hundred  and  fifteen. 

iVilliam  Berry,  at .  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  thirty-first  day  of  March, 
eis^hteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

James  McNeal,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
September.  Mghteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Emanuel  l^nt,  junior,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  the  thirteenth  day 
of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Jeremiah  Searcy,  of  South  Carolina,  at  the 
rate  of  fire  dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
from  the  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifteen.  . 

Snp.  2.  And  be  U  fiuHur  enaded^  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  persons,  already  placed 
OD  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  whose 
claims  /or  an  increase  of  pension  hare  been  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid, 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectirely  an- 
nexed to  their  names.  The  said  increase  to  com- 
mence at  the  times  herein  mentioned  $  that  is  to 
say: 

Charles  Hunton,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  four- 
teenth day  of  Norember,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fourteen, 

Thomas  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars 

SIT  month,  to  commence  the  twenty-ninth  of 
ctober,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen* 


Samuel  White,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
serenty-fire  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fourteen. 

Thomas  Machin,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen.  • 

John  McClennon,  at  the  rate  of  Awe  dbllars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  third  day  of  Norem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Richard  Gressnm,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  eighth  day  of  No- 
rember, eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Approred,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Act  to  psfiivide  a  iibraiy  room»  and  for  transporting 
the  library  lately  porchiaed. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  a  proper  apartment  to  be  immediately  se- 
lected and  prepared  for  a  library  room,  and  to 
cause  the  library,  lately  purchased  from  Thomas 
Jefferson,  to  be  placed  therein  during  the  ensuing 
recess  of  Congress. 

Sec.  8.  Ana  be  UJuriher  enaded^  That  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to-settle  the  ac- 
count of  the  expendituree  incurred  under  this  act; 
and  that  the  amount  so  settled  shall  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approred,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  concerning  the  Narsl  Establishment 
Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  in  addition  to  the  sums 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  the  sum 
of  two  hnnored  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  annually,  for  three  years, 
towards  the  purchase  and  supply  of  a  stock  of 
ererr  description  of  timber  required  for  ship 
building,  and  other  naral  purposes,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 
Approred.  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  all  acts,  or  parts  of 
acts,  which  prohibit  the  entrance  of  the  resseb^ 
of  any  foreign  nation  into  the  harbors  or  waters 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
^'Act  to  prohibit  American  ressels  from  proceed- 
ing to,  or  tradioff  with,  the  enemies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  Tor  other  purposes."  passed  the 
sixth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelre, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec  a  And  beitjurther  enacted,  That  the  "Act 
to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or  passes,  granted 
by  the  authority  of  the  Gorernment  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,"  passed 
the  second  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirteen,  be,  and  the  same  is  herebyj  repealed. 
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Sfie.  4.  And  be  UJurUur  enacted,  That  aH  pen- 
alties and  forfeitnret  which  hare  been  in^irred 
by  virtae  of  the  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  repealed, 
saall  be  hereby  recovered  and  distribnted  in  like 
manner  as  if  the  same  had  continued  in  foil 
force. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Act  increasing  the  compensation  allowed  the  8er- 
geants-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant  Door- 
keeper of  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Reproientatives« 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That,  in  addition  to  the  sam 
already  allowed  by  law  to  the  Sergeants-at-Arms 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeutatives,  and 
the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the 
Senate  and  Honae  of  RepresentatiTes,  oe  entitled 
to  receiTe,  annually^  the  snm  of  five  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  respectively,  and  that  the  additional 
compensation  here  allowed  be  considered  to  take 
effect  from  the  first  day  of  J|inttary,oDe  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  to  snthoriae  a  loan  fat  a  sma  ndt  sotoeedlng 

eigblaen  milllona  fimr  hnndied  aad  fii^fwo  tbon- 

sand  eight  handred  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  eighteen  millions  four  hundred 
fifty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  iO  be 
applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the 
Treasury,  or  which  oaay  be  received  from  other 
sources,  to  defray  any  jexpenses  which  have  been, 
or,. during  the  present  year,  mayr  be,  authorized 
by  law,  and  for  which  appropriations  hare  been, 
or,  during  the  present  year,  may  be,  made  by 
law:  Prwidedfiihtii  no  engagement  or  contract 
shall  be  entered  into,  which  shall  preclude  the 
United  States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums 
thus  borrowed,  at  any  time  after  the  expiration 
of  twelve  years  from  the  last  day  of  December 
next. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the  dec- 
retarj  of  the  Treasury,  wkh  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  he  United  States,  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  to  be  constituted  certificates  of 
stock,  signed  by  the  Register  of  the  Trea^ry,  or  by 
a  commissioner  of  loans,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed 
by  this  act,  or  for  any  part  thereof,  and  the  same 
to  be  sold.  And  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasurv 
shall  lay  before  Congress,  during  the  first  week 
in  the  month  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  an  account  of  all  the  moneys 
obtained  by  the  sale  of  the  certificates  of  stock,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  rate  at  which  the  same  may  have  been  sold. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized, with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  employan  a^nt  or  agents, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the 
loan  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part 
of  the  stock  CO  be  created  by  virtue  thereof.    A 


commifsfon,  not  exceeding  one- 
per  centum,  on  the  amount  thmt 


te-waiier 
sofa,  or  fo 


of  oie 
forvhteh 
subscriptions  shall  have  been  thus  obiwied,  may, 
by  theSecretary  of  the  Treasury,  beaUoved  tosneh 
agent  or  agents;  and  a  sum  not  excecdiai  thirty 
thousand  dollart,  to  be  |Miid  oat  of  any  aiaaefs  in 
theTreasttry,nototberwia6appropriated,  iskofly 
appropriated,  for  paying  the  amotiDt^of  soeh  eask* 
mission  or  commissions  as  naay  be  this  lUewed, 
and  also  fbr  defraying  the  expaoaai  of  printia^ 
and  isaainr  the  subacripcioii  eertifioatesr  aad  oer* 
tificates  of  stock,  and  other  ezpenaes  iaea/tBt  la 
the  completing  of  tHe  loan  autlkmxed  by  tUsacL 
Buc.  4.  AndbeitJurOier  enacted,  Thattowatk 
of  the  funds  oonstmitiag  theaaniial  appiophatiaa 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  payawai  of 
the  principal  and  intareat  of  the  pidilie  debtof  the 
United  fikates,  as  may  be  waited  for  that  par^ 
pose,  after  satiafytogtho  neoaasary  OTaasfarthepsy- 
ment  of  the  interest,  and  snoh  part  af  the  prtn* 
cipal,  of  the  said  debt,  as  the  Uaitad  States  sn 
now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimbane,  is 
hereby  pMged  and  appropriated  tat  the  payaieat 
of  the  interest,  aad  for  the  laioibBMnNBt  of  the 
principal,  of  the  atook  whiah  naay  be  csaatad  by 
virtue  of  this  act.  It  shall,  aeeordmglyr  be  the 
dvty  of  the  Commiaioaeta  of  the  Siafci^g  Food,  to 
cause  to  be  applied  and  paid,  oat  of  the  afdA»^, 
yearly,  such  sum  and  aoms  as  bmj  he  aaaoaMy 

'     on  the 


tche 


wanted  to  discharge  the  lateresc  aeeivi^g  on  i 

piiaai^  as  i 

conformity  with  the  teripa  or  the  Uiaa.~  Aah 


said  stocks  and  to  reimburse  the 


same  may  beooaM  due  and  SMy  toe  disctogtd  m 


the^  are  further  authorized  to  Applji  from 
to  time,  auch  sam  or  sums,  om  or  me  said  fond. 
as  they  may  think  proper,  towaida  icdecmiag,  by 
purchase,  and  at  a  price  not  abova  pai^  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  said  siook,  or  any  pare  tbeiaef.  Aai 
the  feith  of  the  United  Sutes  is  heiaby  fMgek 
to  establish  sufficient  raveooea  lor  oMkiitf  good 
any  deficiency  that  may  heraaftor  take  piao»  in 
the  funds  herebjr  appropriated  fo^  payi^tbemid 
interest  and  priaoipal  soohe,  or  auay  of  tbaSfia 
manner  aforesaid. 

Sao.  6.  And  beitJkrtketmaeUdt  That  it  shaft 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  boaka  in  tka  Dinnet  of 
Columbia,  to  lend  any  part  of  the  aomaoibenaed 
ro  be  borrowed  by  vivtoe  of  this  aat,  aaythiiy  m 
any  of  their  charters  to  the  contrary  noiwiciuttad 
ing. 

Sec.  6.  ifnd  6e  it /UrAar  duoctei;  Thai  it  shaU 
be  lawfbl  for  the  Secretary  of  tlua  Ticaaoiy  « 
accept,  in  payment  of  any  loan  obtained  in  viriar 
of  this  act,  such  Treoswy  notes  aa  bsre  bea  se- 
tually  issued  before  the  paaaing  of  'Ms  ast  aa4 
which  weremadeby  law  a  charge  upontbeflokiag 
fund,  such  Treasury  aales  to  be  evedltei  €bi  thi 
principal  thereof  and  the  amoaat  of  interest  ac- 
tually accrued  at  the  time  of  the  pnymenL 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itjmikerenaetad^  Tfaatitshi: 
be  lawful  ibr  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasaTvi 
cause  to  be  paid  the  interest  npon  tlie  Tras^f 
notes  which  have  become  due,  and  leamii*- 
paid,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  tiaae  Llaf»>^ 
fore  they  became  due,  as  with^respeec  to  *rt 
that  shall  elapse  after  they  become 
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foods  shall  be  assigned  for  the  payment  of  the 
said  Treasury  notes,  and  notice  thereof  shall  he 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Approved,  Mah;h  3, 1815. 


An  Act  to  provide  tot  the  ascartaiQing  aad  surveying 
of  the  boondaiy  lines,  fixed  by  the  Treaty  with  the 
Greek  Indisns,  and  for  other  parpoees. 

Be  it  enacUdi  ^e.^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  dtift^  be,  and  h«  is  bertby^  authocized  to 
cause  to  be  8(s<ie^ilied  and  surreyed  tha  betin- 
dary  line'  designated  hf  the  Treaty  witii  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians,  eonehided  on  the  niMh 
day  of  August,  one  thooefttid  eight  kvmdwdend 
fourteen;  attd  that  tbe  same  be  dfstfoetiy  utarlted, 
in  all  snch  places,  except  Where  Uraeer^coutves 
are  described,  as  the  bonndaryr  by  the  said  treaty: 
and  for  this  purpose  the  President  of  the  United 
Btatesshail  have  power  toanpoint^byaod  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  tbe  Senate,  three  comnii»* 
sioners,  Whose  oottipenaatieii  shall  not  exoeed^  ex- 
clasi  ve  of  traretting  expenaea^  the  nite  of  eight  dol- 
lars per  day,  dnring  the  time  of  Actual  service  of 
such  commissiooeie,  in  iU6ertaitring  and  siitVcy- 
ittg  tbe  said  boundary  line ;  they  shall  have  power 
to  employ  a  skilfol  snnreyor,  who  shall  be  allowed 
five  dollars  per  day,  and  two  ehaiimen  and  a 
marker.  Who  shall  each  be  allowed  two  dollars 
per  day,  ifl  foil  for  their  servi<ie8. 

Sac.  2.*  And  be  it  fiaiker  enacted^  That  the 
said  coihiiiissioners,  on  eompleting  the  aaeertain- 
ment  and  survey  aforesaid,  shall  make  out  three 
accurate  plats  or  the  sorrey  of  the  said  boundary 
line,  one  Of  Whieh  they  shall  transmit  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  one  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  laude 
soifth  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  the  other  to 
tbe  Chiefe  of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fisriher  enacted,  That  all  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  to  whiek  the 
Indian  title  was  eitioguished  by  the  aforesaid 
treaty,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  formed  into  a 
land  district;  and  for  the  dis|ioaal  therdof  a  land 
office  shall  be  established,  which  shall  be  keni  at 
soeh  convenient  place  as  the  Presideat  of  the 
United  States  may  direct ;  and,  for  the  said  land 
ofEke,  a  r^gistef^  and  receiver  of  puUto'  moneys, 
shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  gite  seeurity  in  tbe 
same  manner,  in  tbe  same  sums,  and  wboee  eo«i'> 
pensationj  emoluments,  dnties,  and  authority, 
shall,  in  every  respect,  be  the  same^  in  relation  to 
the  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  of  at  their  office, 
as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  in  relation  to 
the  registers  and  receivers  or  public  ttoneys,  in 
the  several  land  offices  established  ibr  the  die* 
posal  of  the  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  tbe 
powers  rested  by  law  in  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, shall  extend  over  all  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  to  which  the  Indian  title  was 
exthiguished  by  the  aforesaid  treaty,  and  the 
same  shall  be  surveyed  in  the  manner,  and  for 
the  saihe  compensation,  as  other  public  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 


Sio.  5.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
President  oi  the  United  States  is  hereby  author- 
ized, whenever  he  «hall  think  it  proper,  to  direct 
so  much  of  the  public  lands,  lying  in  the  said  dis- 
trict, as  shall  have  been  surveyed  in  conformity, 
to  this  act,  to  be  ofiere<d  for  sale.  All  such  lands 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  tbe  section  numbered 
sixteen,  which  shall  be  reserved  in  each  township 
for  tbe  support  of  schools  within  the  same,  wita 
exception  also  of  one  entire  township,  to  be  loca«> 
ted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  use 
of  a  seminary  of  learningj  and  with  the  exceptsoa 
of  au)^  tracts  of  land  reserved  to  the  Indians  by 
the  said  treaty,  shall  be  offered  to  tbe  highest 
bidder,  under  the  direction  of  the  register  and 
reeeiver  of  pu)>lic  moneys  of  the  said  land  offieot 
on  such  day  or  days  as  shall,  by  a  public  procla* 
matton  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be 
designated  for  that  purpose.  The  public  sales- 
shall  Mmain  open  for  three  weeks,  and  no  longer; 
and  the  lands  shall  be  sdd  for  a  price  not  leaa 
than  that  which  has  been,  or  may  be^  fixed  by  law^ 
for  the  publio  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
and  shnl,  ia  eyery  other  respect,  be  sold  in  traeis 
of  the  same  sise,  on  the  same  terms  and  eondi- 
tioas,  as  have  bcK^n,  or  may  be,  bv  law  provided: 
for  the  other  pnUic  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. The  superintendenta  ef  the  said  pubtie 
sales  shall  recei^  six  doHnrS|  each,  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  skid  sales.  All  lands,  other 
than  thoae  reserved  as  aforesaid,  and  exsepted  as 
aboTemenitoned,  remaining  unsold  at  the  closing' 
of  tbe  pobUc  sales,  and  which  had  been  offered 
at  the  said  salea,  may  be  disposed  of  at  private 
sate,  by  tbe  register  of  the  lana  office,  in  the  sano 
manner,  under  the  same  regnlatioas,  for  the  same 
price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  «onditions|  as 
are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the 
other  public  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory.  And  patenta  shall  be  ob« 
tained  for  the  lands  sold  in  the  said  district  in  the 
same  maanery  and  on  the  same  terms,  as  for  ether 
public  lasds  sold  in  the  Mississippi  *frerritory. 

Sto.  6.  AMd  be  UJurther  enioted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  Statea  shall  haTs  power 
to  appoint  any  or  all  of  the  aforesaid  eommi8sio»- 
ers  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 

Sao. 7.  AMidbeiitJyaiherenaKied^  Thatasnnii 
not  exceeding  twenty*five  thousand  dollars,  be^ 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  anpropriated|  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act 
into  effiMt* 

Approved,  Marefa  3, 1815. 

An  Act  authorismg  the  pnrehsse  of  the  Vessels  cap- 
tured on  Lake  Champlain. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  President  of  ^e 
United  States  be  and  he  is  herebv  authorised  to 
cause  to  be  pttrch^ed  the  British  vessels  whieh 
were  captured  on  Lake  Champlain  by  the  Amer- 
ican sqiiiadron,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen ;  and 
the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  such  captured 
vessds,  when  duly  made  and  returned  to  the 
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Navy  Departmeot,  shall  be  dittriboted  as  prize 
money  amooff  the  eapton  or  their  heirs. 
Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  for  ths  protection  of  the  Commerce  of  the 
United  States  sgainst  the  Algexine  Cmisen. 
Whereas  the  Dejr  of  Algiers,  oa  the  coast  of 
*  Barbery,  has  commenced  a  predatory  warfare 
agaiost  the  United  States — 

Be  it  enactedf  f  c.«  That  it  shall  be  lawful  folly 
to  equip,  officer,  man,  and  employ,  each  of  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  as  may  be 
nidged  requisite  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  protecting  effectoallv  the  commerce 
and  seamen  thereof  on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the 
Mediterranean,  and  adjoining  seas. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
to  instruct  the  commanders  of  the  respective  pub- 
lic vessels  aforesaid,  to  subdue,  seize,  and  make 
{irize  of,  all  vessels,  goods,  and  effects,  of  or  be- 
ongiog  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  or  to  bia  subjects, 
and  to  bring  or  send  the  same  into  port,  to  be 

groceeded  against  and  distributed  according  to 
kw ;  and,  also,  to  cause  to  be  done  all  such  other 
acts  of  precaution  or  hostility,  as  the  state  of  war 
will  justify,  and  may,  in  his  opinion,  require. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  Ujurther  enaded^  That,  on  the 
application  of  the  owners  of  private  armed  ves* 
sels  of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  giant  them  special  commis- 
sions, in  the  form  which  he  shall  direct,  under 
the  seal  of  the  United  Sutes;  and  such  private 
armed  vessels,  when  so  commissioned^  shall  have 
Che  lik^^autbority  for  subduing,  seizmg,  Ukiag, 
and  bringing  into  port,  any  Algerine  vessel, 
good&  or  effects,  as  the  beforementioned  public 
armea  vessels  may  by  law  have;  and  shall  there- 
in be  subject  to  the  instructions  which  may  be 
given  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
the  regulation  of  their  conduct;  and  their  com- 
missions shall  be  revocable  at  his  pleasure :  Pro* 
pidedf  That  before  any  commission  shall  be 
granted  as  aforesaid,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the 
vessels  for  which  the  same  may  be  requested,  and 
the  commander  thereof  for  the  time  being,  shall 
give  bond  to  the  United  States,  with  at  least  two 
responsible  sureties,  not  interested  in  such  vessel. 
in  the  penal  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars,  or,  if 
aueh  vessel  be  provided  with  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men.  in  the  penal  sum  of  fourteen 
thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  obaervinff 
the  treaties  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  instructions  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid, 
and  also  for  satisfying  all  damagA  and  injuries 
which  shall  be  done  contrary  to  the  tenor  thereof, 
by  such  commissioned  vessel,  and  for  deliverinp; 
up  the  commission  when  revoked  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  any 
Algerine  vessel,  goods,  or  effects,  which  may  be 
so  captllred  and  brought  into  port,  bv  any  private 
armed  vessel  of  the  United  States,  duly  commis- 
aioned  as  aforesaid,  may  be  adjudged  good  prize, 
and  thereupon  shall  accrue  to  the  owners,  and 


ofiken,  and  men,  of  the  eaptaring  fend,  uA 
shall  be  distributed  accordingr  to  the  agreemeat 
which  shall  have  been  made  beCwcct  t&em,  or, 
in  laHure  of  such  agreement,  aceof^  to  the 
discretion  of  the  court  havini^  eogaizaaec  of  the 
capture. 
Approved,  Bdarch  3, 1815. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  ad  to  pcoviie 
additional  revenues  tan  defiayia^  tim  trpwMH  of 
Government,  and  mamtaming  tlie  p<aUk  osdit,  hf 
laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Umlod  8lslii,is^ii 
profide  Ibr  ameenng  and  coBartinff  tke  Me."  ud 
the  act,  entitled  <*An  act  to  provide  aiUilinnl  itr- 
enaes  kt  defiaying  the  ezpeneee  of  Coif  iiwal. 
and  maintaining  ths  public  eredif,  bgr  lajiar  dOm 
on  househDld  liuiiitnre,  and  on  ^gM  aa4  ahct 
watches." 

Be  it  miacted,  fc,  That,  instead  of  theim 
day  of  February  nez^  prescribed,  1^  the  "'ict  to 
provide  additional  revenaes  for  defrmyiag  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maiatalning  the  pa^ 
lie  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  apon  the  Usited 
States,  and  to  provide  for  aasesting  and  colkci- 
ins  the  same/'  to  the  nrincipal  asscaaon  to  dinct 
ana  cause  the  several  assistant  assessors  \o  ia- 
quire  after  and  concerning  ail  iaads  and  oikti 
objects  taxed,  the  first  day  of  April  ner/  bcMiid 
the  same  is  hereby  prescribed  /or  tAat  purpose. 
And  that  ^be  titoie  prescribed,  in  dbe  chirty-aiatb 
section  of  the  said  act,  to  the  Bccxetacy  of  the 
Treasury,  to  notify  the  collectors  of  ilie  unctai 
collection  districts  to  proceed  to  the  coUeeiioa  tf 
the  direct  tax,  after  the  current  yeaz^  shall  be 
some  day  in  the  month  of  May,  instead  of  t^ 
month  of  February, 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  Jurtker  enacted^  That  tke 
thirteenth  section  of  the  '^  act  to  provide  a^ 
tional  revenues  for  defraying  the  exnenses  of  Gor- 
emment^and  maintaining  the  public  eredit,\if 
layinilf  duties  on  bousehnld  furniture,  and  oa  gok 
aad  Sliver  watches,"  be,  and  the  same  is  henbf. 
so  amended,  as  that  the  several  acts  required  to 
be  performed  previously  to  or  during  the  moatk 
of  February,  in  any  year,  vdolj  and  shall  be  pcf- 
formed  previously  to  or  during  the  month  d 
Bday,  in  any  year,  as  the  case  may  bc^  whick  Uit 
month,  instead  of  February,  shall  be  taken  as  ck 
time  referred  to  therein  for  taking  the  lius  d 
property  under  a  general  assessment ;  aad  it  aball 
oe  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor,  ia  everr 
year,  within  thirty  days  after  the  ezptraiioo  « 
the  said  month  ot  May,  to  make  out  and  ddinr 
to  the  collector,  the  lists  as  is  required  to  hs  len- 
dered  bf  the  said  last  mentioned  act,  lo  which 
this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  the  like  aliemtioa 
hereby  made  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  said  ac: 
shall  and  hereby  is  made  in  the  other  seciiaoi 
thereof,  so  far  as  anv  acts  depending  thereon  a? 
thereby  required  to  be  done. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  Thai  cr 
publication  to  be  made  by  the  collectors,  t»e 
designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasafT^oc 
that  purpose,  as  prescribed  and  required  J  the 
twenty-ei^htn  and  twenty-niotk  aeetiosF^'  t)u 
act  to  which  this  act  is  a  snppiemeoi^^aU^ia- 
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stead  of  being  printed  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least 
one  newspaper  published  in  the  State,  as  therein 
provided,  be  printed,  at  least  once  a  week,  for 
eight  weeks  in  succession,  in  every  newspaper 
within  the  State  in  which  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  bf  public  authority  published  ;  and  for 
which  printing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  and 
allow  a  price  proportionate  to  the  price  w  the 
other  public  printing  done  in  said  papers,  and  no 
more. 
Approvef,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  anthorising  the  Boaid  of  Navy  Commiision- 
en  to  appoint  Clerka. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissionera  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  appoint  two  clerks,  to  beattachea  to  their 
office,  who  shall  deceive  for  their  services  a  som 
not  exceeding  one  thonsand  dollars  each  per  an- 
num. 

Sec.  2.^  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  for 
this  purpose  the  sum  of  two  thousana  dollars  Is 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3^  1815. 

An  Act  further  to  provide  lor  the  collection  of  duties 
on  Import*  and  Tonnage. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor^  or  inspector, 
of  the  customs,  as  well  in  an  adjoining"  district 
as  that  to  which  he  belongs,  to  enter  on  board, 
search,  and  examine^  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  or 
raft,  and  if  he  shall  nnd  on  board  the  same  any 
ffoods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  which  he  shall 
hawe  probable  cause  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty, 
the  payment  of  which  is  intended  to  be,  evaded, 
or  have  been  imported  into  the  United  iStates  in 
any  manner  contrary  to  law,  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  trial. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  collector,  naval  officer, 
surveyor^  or  inspector  of  the  customs,  as  well  in 
any  adjoming  district  as  that  to  whieh  he  be- 
longs, to  stop,  search^  and  examine,  any  carriage 
or  vehicle,  of  any  kmd  whatsoever,  and  to  stop 
any  person  travelling  on  fooi^  or  beast  of  burden, 
on  which  he  shall  suspect  there  are  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  which  are  subject  to  doty^  or 
which  shall  have  been  introdoced  into  the  United 
States  in  anv  manner  contrary  to  law;  and  if 
such  officer  shall  find  any  ^ds^  wares^  or  mer* 
chandise,  on  any  such  carriage,  vehicle,  person 
travelling  on  foot,  or  beast  of  burden,  Which  he 
shall  have  probable  cause  to  believe  are  .subject 
to  duty,  or  have  been  unlawfully  introduced  into 
the  United  States,  he  shall  seize  and  secure  the 
same  for  trial.  And  if  any  of  the  said  officers  of 
the  customs  shall  suspect  that  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise.  Which  are  subject  to  doty,  or 
shall  have  been  introduced  into  the  United  States 
contrary  to  law,  are  concealed  in  any  particular 
dweiling-^oate,  store,  or  other  building,  be  shall, 


upon  proper  application,  on  oath,  to  any  judge  or 
justice  of  the  peace,  be  entitled  to  a  warrant, 
directed  to  such  officer,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to 
serveihe  same,  to  enter  such  house,  store,  or  other 
building,  in  the  day  time  only,  and  there  to  search 
and  examine  whether  there  are  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  which  are  subject  to  duty,  or 
have  been  unlawfully  imported ;  and  if,  on  such  >^ 
search  or  examination,  any  such  ffoods„  wares,  or 
merchandise,  shall  be  found,  which  there  shall  be 
probable  cause  for  ihe  officer  makinir  >oeh  search 
or  examination  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty^  or 
have  been  unlawfully  introduced  into  the  United 
States,  he  shall  seize  and  secure  the  ^ame  for 
trial :  Provided  alwaye^  That  the  necessity  of  a 
search  warrant,  arising  under  this  act,  shall)  in 
no  ease,  be  considered  as  applicable  to  any  car- 
riage, wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  vessel,  boat,  or  other 
vehicle,  of  whatever  forni  or  construction,  em- 
ployed as  a  medium  of  transportation,  or  to  pack- 
ages on  any  animal  or  animals,  or  carried  by  man 
on  foot. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  everv 
collector  of  tho  customs  shall  have  authority,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  principal  officer  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  employ,  whhin  his  dis- 
trict, such  number  of  proper  persons,  as  inspectors 
of  the  customs,  as  he  shall  jpdge  necessary,  who 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  officers  of  the  customs'; 
and  the  said  inspectors,  before  thev  enter  on  the 
duties  of  their  offices,  shall  take  and  subscribe,  be- 
fore the  collectors  appointing  them,  or  before 
some  magistrate  within  their  respective  dtstrids, 
authorized  by  law  to  administer  oaths,  the  fol- 
lowing oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit;  "  I,  —.»>—, 
having  been  appointed  an  inspector  of  the  ens* 
loms,  within  and  for  the  district  of  -*— ,  do  sol- 
emnly, sincerely,  and  truly,  swear,  (or  affirm,  as 
the  case  may  be,)  that  I  wili  diligently  and  faith- 
fully execute  the  duties  of  the  said  offioe  of  in- 
spector, and  will  use  my  best  endeavors  to  pro- 
vent  and  detect  frauds  and  violations  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  Slates.  I  further  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  I  will  support -^the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.*' 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjtsrther  enacted^  That  any 
collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  inspector, 
when  proceeding  to  make  any  search  or  seizure) 
authorised  by  this  act,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
empowered  to  commaad  any  person  who  shall  be 
within  ten  miles  of  the  place  where  such  search 
or  seizure  shall  be  made,  to  aid  and  assist  saeh 
officer  i6  the  discharge  of  bis  duty  therein ;  and 
if  any  person,  beiuff  so  commanded,  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  tvaid  and  assist  such  officer  in  making 
such  search  or  seizure,  the  person  so  neglecting 
or  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding' two  hundred  dollars,  and  not  less  than 
fif^y  dollars.  Abd  such  officer  may  also  demand, 
in  cases  of  resistance,  the  assistance  of  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  or  any  of  his  deputies,  who 
shall  call  upon  the  posse  of  the  district,  if  neces- 
sary, in  his  or  their  judgment,  to  render 'Effectual 
the  execution  of  this  act ;  and  all  citizens  ornn- 
habltants  of  the  district,  above  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  able  to  travel,  who  refuse  or  negleet, 
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upon  proper  notioe  from  the  marshmlf  or  any  of 
kiB  deputies,  to  join  saefa  poeie,  shall  he  consid- 
ered gnilly  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  he  liable  to  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  exeeediof  three  hundred 
dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  ez- 
eeeding  three  months. 

Snc.  5.  Andbeit  further  enaeUd, That  the  for> 
feitnres  and  penalties  mentioned  in  this  act,  shall 
be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  recovered,  or  inflict- 
ed, by  action  of  debt,  or  by  information  or  indiet- 
owttt,  ilk  any  court  competent  to  take  cognizance 
thereof  and  try  the  same;  and  that  all  forfeitures 
and  penalties,  so  recovered  by  Tiitue  of  this  act, 
ehall,  after  dednctine  all  proper  coats  and  charges, 
be  disposed  of  as  follows:  one  moiety  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury  thereof  by  the  collector  recovering  the 
same ;  the  other  moiety  shall  be  divided  betweea, 
and  paid  in  equal*  proportions  to,  the  collector 
and  naval  officer  of  the  district  and  surveyor  of 
the  pert,  wherein  the  same  shall  have  been  io- 
curred,  to  such  a(  the  said  officeAi  as  there  may 
be  in  the  said  district:  and  in  diatriets  where 
only  one  of  the  aforesaid  offices  shall  have  been 
established,  the  <aid  moiety  shall  be  given  to  such 
officer:  Promided,  That  where  the  seixu^e  shall 
have  been  made  by  any  inspector  or  inspectors 
out  of  the  presence  of  the  collector,  naval  officer, 
or  surveyor,  such  inspector  or  inspectors  shall  be 
entitled,  in  addition  to  such  other  compensation 
as  ouy  be  allowed  them,  to  twenty-five  per  cent, 
on  the  moiety  herein  given  to  the  collector,  naval 
^cer,  and  surveyor,  as  aforesaid,  or  to  either  6( 
them:  AndprcvidedaiBO,  That  in  all  cases  where 
such  forfeitures  and  penalties  shall  be  recovered, 
in  pursuance  of  informalion  given  to  such  collec- 
tor, naval  officer,  or  surveyor,  by  anv  private  in- 
former, the  onchalf  of  sucl^moietv  shall  be  ffiven 
to  snch  informer,  and  the  remainder  tkereoTshall 
be  disposed  of  between  the  collector,  naval  officer, 
and  surveyor,  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  the  same 
allowance  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  inspectors, 
when  the  seizure  is  m«d«  by  them  as  aforesaid : 
And  provided  likewiee,  That  whenever  the  value 
of  the  property  seized,  condemned,  and  sold,  under 
this  act,  shall  be  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  that  part  of  the  forfeiture  which  accrues 
to  the  United  States,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  costsof  prosecution :  And  it  iefiuiherpromded^ 
That  if  any  officer  or  other  person,  entitled  to  a 
jMurt  or  share  of  any  of  the  penalties  or  forfeitures 
tncuned  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  foe  necessary 
as  a  witness  on  the  trial  for  such  penalty  or  for- 
feiture, such  officer  or  other  person  may  be  a  wit- 
ness upon  the  said  trial,  but  m  such  case  he  shall 
not  receive  or.be  entitled  to  any  part  or  share  of 
the  said  penalty  or  forfeiture ;  and  the  part  or 
share,  to  which  he  otherwise  would  have  been 
entitled,  shall  revert  to  (he  United  States. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  ii  further  enacUd,  That  if  any 
suit  or  prosecution  he  commenced  in  any  State 
court  against  any  collector,  naval  officer,  sur- 
veyor, inspector,  pr  any  other  officer  oivilor  mili 
tary,  or  any  other  person  aiding  or  assisting 
agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  under 


color  thereof,  for  anvthinir  dooe,  or  omitted  toW 
done,  as  an  officer  oi  the  castoaia,  acfbraBithiii 
done  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  aodcr  color  thereof 
and  the  defendant  shall,  at  the  time  sf  enteriaf 
his  appearance  in  aoeh  coart,  file  a  fuitioa  for 
the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial  at  t^t  next 
circuit  court  of  the  United  Slates,  to  be  bsideo 
in  the  district  where  the  salt  is  pcadiag,  aad 
ofier  good  and  sufficieat  saretf  ior  bis  eaio- 
iog  in  snch  court,  on  the  first  day  of  its  so- 
sion,  copies  of  said  process  stgninsC  him.  aodsJs 
for  his  there  appearing  at  tlie  eoott  aad  eilena; 
special  bail  in  the  cause,  if  special  bail  vii  origi- 
nally required  therein,  it  shall  then  be  thedatf  of 
the  State  court  to  acoeptthe  surstr,  aad  pcocMi 
no  farther  in  the  cause,  aad  the  bail  that  sloli 
have  been  originally  taken  slmll  be  discfaaiged; 
and  such  copies  heiiig  entered  as  afbcewdioioek 
court  of  the  United  States,  the  cause  shall  ctoe 
proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  hsd  been 
brought  there  by  original  process^  whatever  maf 
be  the  amount  of  the  sum  in  dispute  or  damges 
claimed,  or  whatever  the  cttizenahip.of  the  per- 
ties,  any  former  law  to  the  cooiiary  aotwithftaad- 
ing ;  and  any  attachment  of  the  goods  or  estate  of 
the  defendant  by  the  origioal  process^  shall  hold 
the  goods  or  estate  so  attached  to  answer  die  £asi 
judgment,  in  the  same  manner  as  bfthe  lews 
of  such  State  they  would  bare  been  holden  to 
answer  the  final  judgmeat  had  it  been  rendered 
by  the  court  in  which  the  suit  was  coimmeneed. 
And  it  shall  be  lawful^  in  any  aclinn  or  pi«MS£ii- 
tion  which  may  be  now  pending,  or  hereafter 
commenced,  before  any  State  court  whatever,  far 
anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done,  by  the  d^ 
fendaat,  as  an  inspector  or  other  offieer  <^  the 
customs,  after  final  judgment,  for  either  party  to 
remove  and  transfer  by  appeal,  such  decisioa,  do- 
ring  the  session  or  term  of  said  coart  at  whici 
the  same  shall  have  taken  place,  from  sach  coart 
to  the  next  circuit  court  or  the  United  States,  to 
be  held  in  the  district  in  which  siKh  apped  thMll 
be  taken  in  manner  aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  person  taking  such  appeal,  to  prodnce 
aad  enter  in  the  said  circuit  coiut  attested  copies 
of  the  process,  proceedings,  and  judgment  ia  sack 
cause ;  and  it  shall  also  be  competent  for  eti&e: 
party,  within  six  months  of  the  rendition  of  s 
judgment  in  any  such  cause,  by  writ  of  error,  or 
other  process,  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uaiied 
States  of  that  district  in  which  stich  judgma: 
shall  have  been  rendered ;  and  the  said  coart  shsl 
thereupon  proceed  to  try  and  determiae  the  Acts 
and  the  law  in  such  action,  in  the  same  aiaaei 
as  if  the  same  had  been  there  originally  com- 
menced, the  judgment  in  such  case  aotwiil^taBd- 
ing.    And  any  tail  which  may  hare  been  takeL 
or  property  attaohed,  shall  be  holden  on  the  fiai. 
judgment  of  the  said  circuit  court  in  such  aetia 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  such  removal  sx 
transfer  had  been  made  as  aforesaid.    And  » 
State  court  from  which  any  such  action  m»» 
removed  and  transferred  as  aforesaid,  upe:  ^e 
party's  giving  good  and  sufficient  security  ir  the 
prosecution  thereof^  shall  allow  the  sve  to  ^ 
removed  and  transicrred,  and  proceed  so  larihg 
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in  the  case:  ProvidecL  however,  That  if  the  party 
aforesaid  shall  fail  duly  Co  eater  the  removal  add 
transfer  as  aforesaid  in  the  circuit  court,  aj;ree- 
able  to  this  act,  the  Stat^  court)  by  wbich  judg- 
ment shall  have  been  rendered,  and  from  whicn 
the  transfer  and  removal  sball  baye  been  inade 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  authorized,  on  motion  for 
that  purpose,  to  issue  execution,  and  to  oarry  into 
effect  any  such  judgment,  the  same  as  if  no  such 
removal  and  transfer  bad  been  made :  Pr(mcUd, 
nevertheleas,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construea 
to  appty  to  aay  prosecution,  for  an  offence  in- 
Tolvmg  corporal  punishment.  And  provided  al» 
JO,  That  no  such  appeal  shall  be  allowed  in  any 
criminal  action  or  prosecution,  where  final  judg- 
ment shall  hare  been  rendered  in  favor  of  the  de- 
fendant or  respondent,  by  the  State  court ;  and  in 
any  action  or  prosecution  itgainst  any  person  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  to 
plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act.  and  any 
special  matter  in  evidence.  And  if  in  any  suit 
the  plaintiff  is  nonsuit,  or  judgment  pas^agaiost 
faim,  the  defendant  shall  recover  double  costs. 

Seo.  7,  And  be  U  further  enactedy  That  in  any 
auit  or  prosecution  against  any  persop,  for  any 
act  or  thing  done  as  an  officer  of  the  customs,  or 
any  j)erson  aiding  or  assisting  Such  officer  therein, 
and  Judgment  shall  be  given  against  the  defend- 
ant, or  respondent,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  eourt, 
before  which  sucn  suit  or  prosecution  shall  be 
tried,  that  there  was  probable  cause  for  doing 
such  act  or  thing,  such  court  shall  order  a  proper 
certificate  or  entry  to  b^  made  thereof,  and  in 
such  case  the  defendant  or  respondent  shall  not 
be  liable  fur  costs,  nor  shall  he  be  liable  to  execu- 
tion, or  to  any  action  for  damages,  or  to  any  other 
mode  of  prosecution,  for  the  act  done  by  him  as 
aforesaid  :  Provided^  That  such  property  or  arti- 
cles as  may  be  held  in  custody  by  the  defendant, 
if  any,  be,  after  judgment,  forthwith  returned  to 
the  claimant  or  claimants,  his,  her,  or  their  agent 
or  agents. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  for  one  year,  and  no 
longer;  Provided^  That  all  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  which  shall  have  been  inciirreii  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  act,  shall  be  recovered 
and  distributed,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  not  expired. 
Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  supplementaiy  to  an  act,  entitled  <*An  act  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Coarts  of  the  United 
States,  within  the  State  of  New  Vorlu'' 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c*,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
appoint  one  person  as  marshal,  and  one  as  district 
attorney,  for  the  northern  judicial  district  of  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  New  York, 
created  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, bearing  date  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  fourteen ; 
and  that  the  terms  of  appointment  and  service, 
together  with  the  duties,  responsibilities^  and 
eaiolumokts  of  the  said  ngtarshai  and  district  4it- 


torney^  respectively,  for  the  district  aforesaid,  be, 
in  all  respects,  thejsame,  within  their  said  dis- 
trict, as  the  terms  of  appointment  and  service, 
the  duties,  responsibilities,  and  emoluments  of  all 
other  inarshals  and  district  attorneys,  respect- 
ively, within  their  respective  districts  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 
Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

A«  Act  making  additional  appropriation  for  the  Mfvice 
of  the  year  4i|ie  ihonsand  eight,  handled  and  fifteen* 
Beiienactedjfc.,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  preparing  oerttficaftes  of  registry  for  ships 
and  vessels,  and  for  furnishing  lists  of  crews,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  satne  are 
hereby,  stppropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
fnthe.Treasurv,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
>  Approred,  March  J.  1815. 

iLn  Act  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claim- 
ants of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.*' 
Be  it  enofitedf  ^c.  That  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing 
for  the  indemnification  of  ceruin  claimants  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  theMississippi  Territory," shall  be,and 
tbey  are  hereby,  authorized  to  decide,  in  a  sum- 
mary way,  upon  the  quantity  or  boundary  of  land 
Cfmtalned.  in  any  grant  or  deed  exhibited  before 
them,  by  any  of  the  claimants  of  lands  released 
to  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  said  act, 
according  to  such  maps,8urveys,  or  other  evidence, 
as  now  exist,  or  which  they  may  be  now  able  to 
procure,  without  requiring  or  permitting  any  other 
survey  to  be  made. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  commissioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  to  allow  and  receive,  in  all  c^ses,  ex- 
cept tbos^  where  femmes  couvertes  are  parties, 
as  sufficient  legal  releases,  assignments,  and. pow- 
ers, required  oy  said  act,  and  the .  supplement 
thereto,  and  fis  lawful  conveyances,  all  such  in- 
struments as  may  be  executed  by  the  party,  or 
his,  her,  or  their  attorney  or  attornevs„Iawfully 
empowered,and  either  acknowledged  by  the  party 
makiiig  the  same,  before  some  judge,  or  justice 
of  the  peace,  notary  public,  mayor,  recorder,  or 
alderman,  of  a  corporation^  or  master  in  chancery, 
or  one  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  proved,  by 
other  evidence,  to  the  aatisfac lion  of  the  commis- 
sioners, to  have  been  duly  executed  by  the  par^. 
Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aaid  commissioners  aball  be^jind  they  are  hereby, 
aiitherixed,  in  ail  cases  where  the  teleaaee, assign- 
raents,  and  powers,  required  by  the  act  aforesaid, 
already  presented,  or  which  may  be  presented  on 
or  before  the  third  Monday  in  March  instant,  or 
powers  of  attorney  by  which  said  releases  shall 
have  beeUf  or  shall  be^  made,  shall  be,  in  the  jadg- 
meotjof  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  defectively 
drawn  or  executed,  to  allow  a  further  time,  'not 
exceeding  two  months,  from  and  after  the  said 
third  Monday  in  March  instantj  to  perfect  the 
same. 
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Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  commissioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
aathorized  to  admit  aod  finally  settle  all  sach 
claims  as  haye  been,  or  may  be,  within  the  time 
limited,  duly  released,  assijjned,  and  transferred, 
to  the  United  States,  anything  in  the  said  origi- 
nal act,  or  any  supplement  thereto,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding ;  and  to  administer  oaths,  or  take 
affirmations,  and  to  compel  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses, in  alt  cases  where  necessary. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  to  cause 
to  be  issued  such  certificates  of  stock  as  a<e  spe- 
cified in  the  said  original  act,  and  supplement 
thereto,  to  such  claimant  or  claimants,  whose 
claim  may  be  decided  on  and  reported  by  the 
commissioners,  on  receiving  such  report,  in  Jrela- 
tioQ  to  such  claim,  from  the  said  commissioners. 

Sec.  6.  And.be  itJurtJicr  enacted,  l^at  the  re- 
leases, assignments,  and  powers,  required  by  the 
act  aforesaid,  and  the  supplement  thereto,  jiow 
received,  and  which  may  be  hereafter  received, 
shall  be  recorded  by  the  secretary  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, and  the  said  records  returned,  with 
all  other  papers  and  documents  in  relation  to  said 
claims,  when  the  business  of  the  said  commission- 
ers shftli  be  closed,  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  and  that  the  said  secretary  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  out  of  any  money  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for 
each  and  erery  hundred  words  contained  in  each 
instrument  so  recorded. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  on.  the 
dissolution  Of  the  said  board  of  commissioners, 
and  the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  them, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized,  if  in  his  judgment  he 
shall  consider  the  said  commissioners  entitled  to 
any  further  additional  compensation  for  their  ser; 
vices  than  is  now  provided  for,  to  cause  them  to 
be  paid  such  other  and  further  sums,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, as  he  shall  think  Just  and  reasonable :  Pro- 
vided, That  such  additional  compensation  shall 
not  exceed  fifty  cents  to  each  commissioner,  for 
«very  deed  or  evidence  of  title  which  shall  be 
submitted  to  their  examination  and  decision,  in 
parsuanc'e  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  original 
act,  and  the  supplements  thereto. 

Approved,  March  3,  1615. 


An  Act  regnlatn^r  and  defining  die  dnties  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btales'  iadgea  for  the  Territoiy  of  Illinois. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  Illinois  Territory 
shall  be  divided  into  three  circuits,  in  the  manner, 
and  for  the  purposes,  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
eoooties  of  Madison  and  St.  Clair  shall  compose 
the  first  circuit,  the  counties  of  Randolph  and 
Johnson  shall  compose  the  second  circuit,  and  the 
counties  of  Qallatin  and  Edwards  shall  compose 
the  third  circuit. 

Sec.  3.^  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 


judges  heretofore  appointed,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  appointed,  for  the  Illinois  Teitit«ry,  aoder 
the  authority  of  the  (SovernoieDC  of  the  Uorted 
States,  shall,  previous  to  the  time  prescribed  by 
this  act  for  holding  the  first  court  in  the  aid  Ter- 
ritory, proceed  to  allot  amongst  themselm  the 
circuit  in  which  they  shall  respectively  preaAe, 
which  allotment  shall  continue  in  force  for  ud 
during  the  term  of  one  year  thereafter;  and  sack 
allotment  shall  be  annually  renewed ;  aod  which 
allotment,  in  writing,  signed  bf  the  said  Jadges, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  entered  of  record 
in  the  said  courts,  respectlTely,  by  the  clerks 
thereof,  at  the  commencement  or  the  term  next 
after  such  allotment  shall  have  been  made. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U further  enacted^  That  it  sbsL 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Jjud^res,  respeetivelf,  to 
hold  two  terms  annually  in  each  county  in  their 
l^espective  circuits,  in  conformity^  with  the  pre- 
ceding sections  of  this  act,  which  shall  eommeoce 
at  the  times  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say : 
in  the  county  of  Madison,  on  the  last  Mondays  in 
May  and  September ;  in  the  county  of  St.  CJair, 
on  the  second  Mondays  in  Jane  and  October;  in 
the  county  of  Randolph,  on  the  third  Mondays  id 
June  and  October;  in  the  countj  o{  Johnson, oq 
the  Iburth  Mondays  in  Jane  and  Oetoher;  in  tht 
county  of  Ghtllatin,  on  the  first  Mond^fa  ia  July 
|tnd  November;  and,  in  the  eonntj of  Edwards, 
on  the  second  Mondays  ia  July  and  iV^ovember, 
in  each  year ;  and  the  said  conru  shall  be  styled 
Circuit  Courts  for  the  counties  in  which  uch 
courts  shall  be  held,  respectively. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Thai  the 
said  courts  shall  be  holden  at  the  respective  court- 
houses of  said  counties ;  and  the  said  jadges,  re- 
spectively, shall,  in  their  respective  circuits,  hive 
jurisdiction  over  all  causes,  matters,  or  things,  at 
common  law  or  in  chancery,  arising  in  each  oi 
said  counties,  except  in  cases  where  the  debt  or 
dehiand  shall  be  under  twenty  dollars,  io  wiiich 
oases  they  shall  have  no  jurtsdiciion. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  judges  shall  be  conservators  of  the  peace,  xxui 
the  said  circuit  oourts,  in  term  time,  or  the  jodfc 
thereof  in  vacation,  shall  have  power  to  award  ia- 
junctions,  writs  or  ne  exeat,  habeas  oonMi&,  and 
all  other  lirrits  and  process  that  mar  be  necessary 
to  the  execution  of  the  power  with  which  they 
are  or  may  be  vested. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
said  circuit  courts,  respectively,  shall  have  pover 
to  hear  and  determine  all  treasons^  lelottw&  sad 
other  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  that  may  be  com- 
mitted .within  the  respective  counties  Moresaid. 
and  that  may  be  brought  before  thea,  respec- 
tively, by  any  rules  or  regulations  prescribed  br 
law. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Thai  a 
suits  shall  be  tried  in  the  counties  in  which  ttf 
originate,  unless  in  cases  that  are  or  may  bei^ 
cially  provided  for  by  law. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  i'^fte 
circuit  judge  shall  not  attend  on  the  first  ^  of 
any  court,  or  if  a  quorum  of  the  court  hecsaafter 
mentioned  shall  not  attend  in  like  i 
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eoart  shall  stand  adioof  ned  from  day  to  day  uatil 
a  coart  shall  be  made,  if  that  shall  happen  Wore 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  it  Jwther  enacUd^  That  if 
either  a  circoit  court,  or  the  court  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  not  sit  in  any  term,  or  shall  not 
continue  to  sit  the  whole  term,  or  before  the  end 
of  the  term  shall  not  have  heard  and  determined 
all  matters  ready  for  its  decision,  all  such  matters 
and  things  depending  in  court,  and  undetermined, 
shall  stand  continued  until  the  next  succeeding 
term.  • 

Sbo.  11.  And  he  U  Jwiher  enacted,  That  if, 
from  any  oanse,  either  of  the  said  courts  shall  not 
sit  on  any  day  in  a  term  after  it  shall  have  been 
opened,  there  shall  be  no  diseontiouance,  but  so 
soon  as  the  cause  is  removed  the  cotirt  shall  pro* 
ceed  to  bosineai  until  the  end  of  the  term,  if  the 
business  depending  before  it  be  not  sooner  des- 
patched. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted.  That  the 
judicial  term  of  the  said  circuit  courts  shall  con- 
sist of  six  days  in  each  county,  during  which  time 
the  court  shall  sic,  unless  the  business  before  it 
shall  be  sooner  determined. 

Sbo.  13.  Andbe  it  furrier  enacted,  That  a  clerk 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  circuit  courts,  re- 
spectively, in  each  county,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  issue  process  in  all  cases  originating  in  his 
county,  to  keep  and  preserve  the  records  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  court  therein,  and  to  do 
and  perform  in  the  county  all  the  duties  which 
may  be  enjoined  on  him  by  law. 

Seo.  14.  And  be  4t  Jwiher  enacted,  That,  in 
the  cases  that  were,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  depending  in  the  courts  of  common 
pleas  in  the  respective  counties,  the  parties,  or 
their  attorneys,  shall  be  permitted  to  take  all  such 
measures  for  brinffing  tnem  to  trial  that  might 
have  been  taken  if  no  change  had  taken  place ; 
and  the  said  circuit  courts,  respectively,  shall,  a^ 
far  as  possible,  proceed  to  the  trial  thereof  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  said  courts  of  common 
pleas  might  legally  have  done,  had  no  other 
change  than  a  mere  alteration  of  the  terms  taken 
place. 

Ssc.  15.  And  beitjurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  judges,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  shall  constitute  a  court,  to  be  styled  the 
Court  of  Appeals  for  Illinois  Territory,  and  shall 
hold  two  sessions  annually  at  the  town  of  Kas- 
kaskia,  which  shall  commence  on  the  first  Mon- 
days in  March  and  August,  in  every  vear,  and 
continue  in  session  until  the  business  beiore  them 
shall  be  completed ;  which  court  shall  have  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction  only,  and  to  which  appeals 
shall  be  allowed,  and  from  which  writs  of  error, 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  common  law, 
and  conformably  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the 
said  Territory,  may  be  prosecuted  for  the  reversal 
of  the  judgments  and  decrees,  as  well  of  the  said 
circuit  courts^ as  of  any  inferior  courts  which  now 
are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  established  by  the  laws 
of  the  said  Territory. 
Sbo.  16.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  a  clerk 
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shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  court  of  appeals, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  issue  process  in  all  cases 
brodght  before  the  said  court  where  process  ought 
to  issue,  and  to  keep  and  preserve  the  records  of 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  said  court  therein,  and 
to  do  and  perform  all  the  duties  as  may  be  en* 
joined  on  him  by  law. 

Ssc.  17.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  in  aU 
eaaes  that  were,  on  the  said  thirty-first  day  of 
December^ighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  depend*^ 
ingin  theUeneral  Court  of  said  Territory,  the  par- 
ties or  their  attorneys  shall  be  permitted  to  take 
all  such  measures  for  bringing  theiA  to  a  final  de- 
cision that  might  have  been  taken  if  no  change 
had  taken  place,  and  the  said  court  of  appeals 
shall,  «s  far  as  practicable,  proceed  to  the  final 
determination  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
said  General  Court  might  legally  have  done,  had 
no  othef  change  than  a  mere  alteration  ot  the 
terms  taken  place. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  ap- 
peals may  be  prayed,  and  writs  of  error  taken  out, 
upon  matters  of  law  onlv,  in  all  cases  wherein 
they  are  now  allowed  by  law,  to  the  said  court  of 
appeals,  and  all  writs  or  error  shall  be  issued  by 
the  clerk  of  the  said  court  of  appeals,  and  made 
returnable  to  the  said  court  of  Kaskaskia ;  but  no 
question  upon  appeal  or  writ  of  error  shall  be  de- 
cided without  the  co4icurrence  of  two  judges  at 
least.  ^    * 

Sbc.  19.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  Territory  shall  have  power 
to  change  the  times  of  holding  any  of  the  courts 
required  to  be  holden  by  this  act :  Prwided,  him- 
ever,  That  the  said  Legislature  shall  not  have  au- 
thority to  increase  the  number  of  sessions  to  be 
held  bv  the  said  courts  respectively,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  sections  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  80.  And  be  itjwrther  enacted,  That  no 
judge  or  justice,  appointed  under  the  authority  of 
the  government  or  the  said  Territory,  shall  be  as- 
sociated with  the  aforesaid  United  Suites  judges 
when  sitting  as  circuit  court  judges  as  aforesaid. 
This  act  to  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  thefirst  day  of  April  next. 

Approved,  March  3}  1815. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time»  the  ad 
entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with 
the  Indian  tribes.*' 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the  In- 
dan  tribes,"  approved  on  the  second  day  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  continued  in  force  until  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen, 
and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  to  fix  the  compensations,  and  increase  the  re- 
sponsibiiity,  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and 
internal  duties ;  and  for  other  purposes  connected 
with  the  collection  thereof. 

Be  it  enadedj  f  c.  That  the  collectors  of  the 
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direct  tax  and  internal  daties  shall  be  entitled  to 
receire  the  same  commissions  which  are  now  al- 
lowed by  law,  until  the  first  day  of  Jul jr,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen :  ProvidecL  That 
the  commissions  accruing  to  any  one  collector, 
apoa  the  moneys  coUectedand  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, between  the  thirtv-first  of  December,  one 
thousand  eii^ht  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  the 
first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  oT  three  thousand 
dollars ;  and  the  said  collectors  shall,  from  and 
after  the  said  first  day  of  July,  be  allowed,  in  lieu 
of  the  commission  now  allowed  by  law,  four  and 
one-half  per  centum  upon  all  moneys  accounted 
for  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  from  the  first  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  until  the 
first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and 
one  per  centum  upon  all  sums  orer  add  abore 
that  amount. 

8bc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  each 
collector,  whose  commission  in  any  one  calendar 
Tear  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars,  shall 
be  allowed,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  addition  to 
aach  commission,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars. 
Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
collectors  heretofore,  or  hereafter,  designated  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  receiFe  the  lists 
of  property  lying  within  collection  districts  not 
owned,  occupied,  or  superintended,  by  some  per- 
son residing  therein,  shall,  respectively,  in  addition 
to  their  other  commissions  and  compensations,  be 
allowed  a  commis^on  of  five  per  centum  on  the 
moneys  received  for  taxes  thereon  accounted  for 
and  paid  by  them  into  the  Treasury. 

Sfio.  4.  And  be  itfuriher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  apportion  and  distribute,  annually,  a  sum  not 
exceeding,  in  the  whole,  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  or  to  anv  one  collector  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, among  such  collectors,  as,  for  the  execution 
of  the  public  service,  it  shall  appear  to  him  neces- 
sary so  to  compensate,  in  addition  to  the  other 
emoluments  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  case 
a  collector  shall  die,  resign,  or  be  removed  from 
office,  he  shall  be. entitled  to  a  commission  equal 
to  the  average  rate  of  that  allowed  to  the  collec- 
tor of  the  same  district  the  preceding  calendar 
year,  and  no  more;  and  his  successor  shall,  for 
the  residue  of  the  year,  be  allowed  a  commission 
equal  to  the  sum  that  may  remain,  after  deduct- 
ing the  sum  allowed  to  his  predecessor,  from  the 
whole  amount  of  commission  that  would  have 
been  allowed  bad  there  been  no  such  death,  res- 
ignation, or  removal,  and  no  more:  Provided^ 
That  either  of  the  said  collectors  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  benefits  of  the  provision  contained  in 
the  fourth  section  of  this  act. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  collectors,  within  ninety 
days  from  the  end  of  every.calendar  year,  to  draw 
out  a  statement,  exhibiting,  in  alphabetical  order, 
the  names  of  persons  who  may  have  paid,  during 
the  preceding  calendar  year,  to  him,  or  his  depu- 
ties, any  one  or  more  of  the  internal  duties,  ex- 


cept those  on  household  farniiare  mad  cm  i 
with  the  aggregate  amount  so  paid,  annexed  to 
each  name,  and  foHhwith  to  cause  one  hundred 
copies  of  the  same  to  be  printed,  to  tnasmit  one 
copy  thereof  to  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue 
to  lodge  one  copy  with  the  principal  asseaai,aBa 
one  copy  with  the  clerk  of  each  towa^eonaiy, 
and  district,  within  his  collection  district,  to  poa 
up  one  copy  at  each  of  the  coort-honses  in  his 
district,  to  post  up  the  remaining^  copies  at  the 
other  most  public  places  in  his  district,  the  rea- 
sonable expenses  incurred  in  the  prepaiiag,  priai- 
ing.  and  posting  up,  of  which  shall  be  aflowed; 
anu  any  collector  who  shall  parpoeely  or  negli- 
gently fail  to  discharge  this  duty,  shall  be  dmei 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office,  and,  on  coa- 
viction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  a  sum  not  less  thaa 
five  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  ten  thoossad 
dollars. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  That  all 
letters  to  and  from  the  said  collectors,  reJatiTe 
to  their  official  duties,  shall  be  conveyed  free  of 
postage.  Atid  anv  collector  who  shall  put  hts 
frank  upon  any  other  letter,  shall,  for  every  such 
act,  forreit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  the  whole  of  which  shall  be  for  the  use 
of  the  person  who  shall  give  information  thereof. 

Sec  8.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  TbrntitsbMll 
be  the  doty  of  the  collectors  to  keep  their  aiSee* 
open  for  the  transaction  of  batiaea  every  day, 
except  on  established  hoi ydays,  between  the  hours 
of  nine  in  the  morning  and  three  IntheaStetaoon, 
and  to  attend  therein  themselves,  or  by  depuvv*, 
which  said  offices  shall,  after  the  present  year,  be 
kept  at  such  places,  in  the  respective  districts,  as 
may  be  designated  by, the  commissioner  of  the 
revenue,  in  all  cases  in  which  sneh  desigoatioa 
shall  be  thought  expedienc 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
amount  of  all  taxes  or  duties  collected  by  say 
deputy  collector,  until  paid  over  to  the  collector, 
shall,  and  hereby  is  declared  to,  be  a  lien  opos  the 
lands  and  real  estate  of  such  deputy  coliecioc,  sad 
of  his  sureties,  if  he  shall  have  given  bond,  £coa 
the  time  when  a  suit  shall  be  instituted  for  re- 
covering the  same ;  and  for  want  of  goods  and 
chattels,  or  other  personal  effects  of  such  depaty 
collector,  or  bis  sureties,  to  satisfy  any  judgment 
which  shall  or  may  be  recovered  againisc  them, 
respectively,  such  lands  and  real  estates  aiay  be 
sold  at  public  auction,  after  being  advertised  foe 
at  least  three  weeks,  in  not  less  than  three  pnbUe 
places  within  the  collection  district,  and  in  oar 
newspaper  printed  in  the  county,  if  any  there  be, 
at  least  six  weeks  prior  to  the  time  of  sale;  sad 
for  lands  or  real  estate  sold  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  aforesaid,  the  conveyances  of  the  mar- 
shals, or  their  deputies,  executed  in  doe  form  of 
law,  shall  give  a  valid  title  against  all  peisoas 
claiming  under  such  deputy  collector,  or  bis  sue- 
ties,  respectively.    And  in  every  case  it  shall  a§^ 
may  be  lawful  for  a  principal  collector  to  mai^ 
tain  and  prosecute  his  action  against  a  deputy  ear 
lector  and  his  sureties,  or  any  of  them,  n  ttted 
with  sureties  shall  have  been  ffiven,  in  the  eesMt 
court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  reeticrf  of 
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all  taxes  coUeeted  bf  said  depat^,  and  not  paid 
OTeraeeordiojr  to  his  engagement,  or  for  the  pen- 
ally of  the  bond  which  mav  have  been  gtVen  to 
seeare  the  payment  thereof:  Fnmded  oliMqfsr, 
That  all  moneys  reooyered  in  soeh  suits  shall  be 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  until  the  wholo 
amonntof  the  taxes  collected  and  reeeired  by  the 
deputy  collector  shall  be  otherwise  paid  to  the 
United  States  by  the  deputy  eoHeetor,  or  by  the 
principal  collector  instituting  such  suits. 

Sao.  10.  And  be  iljurther  enaeUd,  That  if 
any  collector,  or  his  deputy,  shall  hare  cause  to 
auspeot  a  concealment  of  any  goods,  wares,  or 
■merchandise,  ia  respect  to  which  the  respeetire 
provistons  of  the  acts  imposing  an  internal  dotf 
thereon  ba^  not  been  complied  with,  in  any  par- 
ticular dwelling-bouse^  store,  building,  or  place, 
(other  than  the  raanuraetory  in  which  the  same 
were  made^)  they,  or  either  of  them,  shal^  upon 
proper  application,  on  oath,  to  any  justice  of  the 

Seaee,  be  entitled  to  a  warrant  to  enter  soeh 
ouse,  store,  or  place,  (in  the  day  time  only,)  and 
there  to  search  tor  such  goods;  and,  if  any  shall 
be  found,  to  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  triaU 

Bbo.  11.  AndbeUfitrtherenaeUdy  That  all 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  objects, 
which  shall  be  seized  by  rirtue  of  this  act,  or  of 
any  act  relatire  to  internal  duties,  shall  be  put 
into,  and  remain  in,  the  custody  of  the  collector, 
or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  appoint  for  that 
purpose,  until  such  proceedings  shall  be  had  as 
are  legally  required,  to  ascertain  whether  the  same 
hare  been  forfeited  or  not ;  and  if  it  shall  be  ad- 
judged that  they  are  not  forfeited,  they  shall  be 
forthwith  restored  to  the  owner  or  claimant 
thereof;  and  if  any  person  shall  conceal  or  buy 
mny  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise^  or  other 
obfeet,  knowing  them  to  be  liable  to  seizure  and 
foneitore^  such  person  shall,  on  conviction  there- 
of, forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  double  the  valne  of  the 
goods,- wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  object*  so 
concealed  and  purchased,  one  moiety  of  which 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sso.  12.  And  be  iljurther  emtoted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  collectors  to  make 
seizure  of,  and  secure,  aiiy  ffoods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, or  other  objects  liable  to  seizure  by 
Yirloe  of  this  or  any  other  act  relating  to  the 
iaternal  duties,  as  well  without  as  within  their  re- 
spective districts* 

Sao.  13  Andbeitjwiherenaeied,  That  if  any 
officer  or  other  person  executing  or  aiding  or  as- 
sisting in  the  seizure  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, or  other  objects  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  sued  or 
oaolested  for  anything  done  in  rirtue  of  the  pow- 
ers given  by  this  act,  or  of  any  other  act,  or  by 
▼irtue  of  a  warrant  granted  by  any  judge  or  jus- 
tice,  pursuant  to  law,  such  officer  or  other  person 
may^  plead  the  general  issue,  and  gire  this  act 
and  the  special  matter  in  evidence ;  and  if  in  such 
suit  the  plaintiff  is  nonsuited,  or  judgment  pass 
against  him,  the  defendant  shall  recover  double 
costs ;  and  in  actions,  suits,  or  information,  to  be 
brought  where  any  seizure  shall  be  nuHle  pursu- 
ant lo  this  act,  or  any  other  act  relative  to  inter- 
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nal  duties,  if  the  property  be  claimed  by  any  per* 
son,  in  every  such  case  the  onus  probandi  snail 
be  upon  such  claimant :  but  the  onus  probandi 
shall  lie  on  the  claimant  only  when  probable 
cause  is  shown  for  such  prosecution,  to  be  judged 
of  by  the  court  before  whom  the  prosecution  is 
had. 

Sec  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
penalties  accruing  by  any  breach  of  this  act,  or  of 
any  act  relative  to  internal  duties,  shall  be  sued 
for  and  recovered,  with  cosu  of  suit,  in  the  name 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  of  the  col* 
lector,  in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same, 
and  the  trial  of  any  fact  which  may  be  put  ia 
issiie^   shall  be  within  the  judicial  district  ia 
which  any  such  penalty  shall  have  aocrued,  or 
seizure  ^a  made;  and  the  collector  withia 
whose  district  the  seizure  shall  be  made,  or  for- 
feiture  incurred,  is  hereby  enjoined  to  cause  suits 
for  the  same  to  be  commenced  without  delay, 
and  prosecuted  to  effect;  hnd  is,  moreover,  au- 
thorized to  receive  from  the  court  before  whom 
such  trial  is  had,  or  from  the  proper  officer  there- 
of, the  sum  or  sums  so. recovered,  after  deducting 
all  proper  charges,  to  be  allowed  by  the  said  court, 
and  on  receipt  thereof,  the  said  collector  shall  j^y 
and  dbtribute  the  same,  without  delay,  according 
to  law,  and  transmit,  quarter  yearly,  to  theeom- 
missiooer  of  the  revenue,an  account  of  all  moneva 
by  him  received  for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, during  such  quarter.    And  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  or  other  objects,  w|iicfa  shall 
become  forfeited  in  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  aay 
act  relative  to  internal  duties,  shall  be  seized  and 
proseeated  for  as  aforesaid,  before  the  proper 
court,  which  court  shall  cause  fourteen  days' 
notice  to  be  given  of  such  seizure,  setting  forth 
the  articles  seized,  with  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed for  trial,  to  be  inserted  in  somo  newspaper 
published  near  the  place  of  seizure^  if  any  such 
there  be,  and  also  by  posting  up  the  same  in  the 
most  public  manner,  for  the  space  of  fourieea 
days,  at  or  near  the  place  of  trial,  for  which  ad- 
vertisement a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  shall 
be  paid«    And  if  noperson  shall  appear  and  claim 
such  articles,  and  gife  bond  to  defend  the  prose* 
cation  thereof,  and  to  respond  the  costs,  in  case 
he  shall  not  support  his  claim,  the  court  shall  pro- 
ceed to  hear  and  determine  the  cause  according 
to  law;  and  upon  the  prayer  of  any  claimant^ 
that  any  articles,  so  seized  and  prosecuted,  or  any 
part  thereof,  should  be  delivered  4o  him,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  court  to  appoint  three  proper 
persons  to  appraise  such  articles,  who  shall  be 
sworn  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty; 
and  such  appraisement  shall  be  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  party  on  whose  prayer  it  is  granted ; 
and  on  the  return  of  such  appraisement,  if  the 
claimant  shall,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  court,  execute  a  bond  in  the 
usual  form,  to  the  United  States,  for  the  payment 
of  a  sum  equal  to  the  sum  at  which  the  articles. 
80  prayed  to  be  delivered,  a  re  appraised,  which  bona 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  proper  officer  of  the 
court,  the  said  court  shall  order  the  said  articles 
to  be  delivierad  to  the  said  claimant ;  and  if  judg- 
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meot  shall  ptts  io  faror  of  the  claimant,  the  said 
bond  shall  be  cancelled ;  bat  if  jadement  shall 
pass  against  the  claimantias  to  the  whole,  or  any 
part,  of  snch  articles,  and  the  claimant  shall  not, 
within  twenty  days  thereafter,  pay  into  the  court, 
or  to  the  proper  officer  thereof,  the  amount  of  the 
aj^raised  value  of  such  articles  so  condemned, 
with  the  costs,  judgment  «hall  and  may  be  grunt- 
ed upon  the  bond  without  farther  delay.  And 
where  any  prosecution  shall  be  commenced*  on  ac- 
count of  the  seizure  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  or  other  objects,  and  jndgment  shall 
be  given  for  the  claimant,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
court  before  whom  such  prosecution  shall  be  tried, 
that  there  was  reasonable  cause  of  seizure,  the  saia 
court  shall  cause  a  proper  certificate  or  entry  to  be 
made  thereof,  and  in  such  case  the  claimant  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  costs,  nor  shall  the  person  who 
made  the  seizure,  or  the  prosecutor,  be  liable  to 
action,  suit,  or  judgment,  on  account  of  such  sei- 
zure and  prosecution :  Prmrided,  That  the  said 
ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  or  other  objects, 
be,  after  judgment,  forthwith  returned  to  such 
claimant,  or  his  a^ent :  And  pramded,  That  no 
action  or  prosecution  shall  be  maintained  in  any 
oase  under  t|iis  act,  or  any  act  relative  to  internal 
duties,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  commenced 
within  one  year  after  the  f)enalty  or  forfeiture 
was  incurred,  or  within  the  time  io  such  act  pre- 
scribedy  as  the  case  may  be. 

Seo.  15.  And  be  UJurGier  enacted,  That  all 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  objects, 
w^ich  shall  be  condemned  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
or  of  any  other  act  relatire  to  internal  duties,  and 
for  which  bond  shall  have  been  given  by  the 
claimant,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  for  that  pur- 
pose in  the  foregoing  section,  shall  be  sold  by  the 
marshal,  or  other  proper  officer  of  the  court  before 
whom  condemnation  shall  be  had,  to  the  highest 
bidder,  at  public  auction,  by  order  of  such  court, 
and  at  such  place  as  the  said  court  may  appoint, 
giving  at  least  fifteen  days'  notice,  (except  in  case 
of  perishable  ffoods,}  in  one  or  more  of  the  public 
newspapers  of  the  place  where  such  sale  shall  be; 
Or,  if  no  paper  is  published  in  such  place,  in  one  or 
more  of  the  papers  published  in  the  nearest  place 
thereto;  for  which  advertisings  a  sum  notezceed- 
ing  five  dollars  shall  be  paid.  And  the  amount 
of  such  sales,  deducting  all  proper  charges,  shall 
be  paid  within  ten  days  after  such  sale,  by  the 
person  selling  the  same,  to  the  clerk,  or  other  pro- 
per officer,  ol  the  court,  directing  such  sale,  to  be 
by  him,  sfter  deducting  the  charges  allowed  by' 
the  court,  paid  to  the  collector  of  the  district  in 
which  such  seizure  or  forfeiture  has  taken  place, 
as  hereinbefore  directed. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
foregoing  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  applica- 
ble, in  all  respects,  as  well  to  all  acts  that  may 
hereafter  be  passed,  relative  to  internal  duties,  as 
to  those  heretofore  passed  and  now  in  force. 

Sbo.  17.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  any 
collector  or  his  deputy,  who  shall  directly  or  inr 
directly  take  or  receive  any  bribe,  reward,  or 
recompense,  or  shall  connive  at  any  false  entry, 
application,  report,  aecouni,  or  statement,  required 


to  be  made  or  rendered  by  any  act  nhtire  to  ia- 
teroal  duties,  and  shaU  be  coBvieted  thereof  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  two  biudred, 
nor  more  than  two  thousand  dollan  (or  each 
ofience;  and  any  person  giriag  or  offenag  any 
bcibe,  reward,  or  reeompense.  for  any  such  tecep* 
tion,  collusion,  or  fraud,  shall  forfeit  and  w  a 
sum  not  less  than  two  hundred*  nor  more  tan 
two  thousand  dollars,  for  each  offence ;  ooe  moi- 
ety whereof  ihall  be  to  the  use  of  the  informer, 
and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the  Uatted 
States. 

Sac.  18.  And  be  iijurther  emacUd,  That  en 
all  bonds  given  for  internal  duties  an  interest  shall 
be  paid,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centom  per  annum, 
from  the  time  when  the  said  bonds  became  due 
until  the  payment  thereof* 

Sbc.  19.  Axkd  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Tbatany 
person,  to  whom  a  license  for  a  stilly  or  boiler,  or 
oth^r  vessel  used  in  the  distillation  of  sptritooas 
liquors,  may  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
granted,  whis  shall  so  alter  the  aame  as  to  increase 
its  capacity,  on  application  in  writing  to  the  col- 
lector who  issued  the  said  license,  slating  nch 
increase  of  capacity,  and  on  paying  or  secDna;, 
previous  to  using  the  same,  the  doty  arising  there- 
on for  the  unexpired  period  of  the  lieense.  at  the 
rate  of  duty  prescribed  for  such  term  for  which  a 
license  may  be  granted  as  b  next  below  aneh  pe- 
riod, shall  be  authorized  toempJIofr  theMl,  bcnfer, 
or  other  vessel,  so  altered,  on  addue'in^  the  said 
license,  and  obtaining  an  endorsemeax  iVketcoa^ 
under  the  hand  of  the  said  collector,  wbieb  be  Vs 
hereby  required  to  make,  specifying  such  increase 
of  capacity,  and  that  the  duty  thereon  has  beea 
paid  or  secured. 

Sec  20.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  Tbaiaay 
person  who  shall,  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jaae 
next^  erect,  or  cause  to  be  erected,  any  Mill,  or 
boiler,  or  other  vessel  used  or  incemM  to  be 
used  in  the  distillation  of  spiritooos  liqeorsy  or 
who  shall  so  use  any  still,  or  boiler,  or  otter  ves- 
sel, io  any  part  of  the  United  States  bqfoad  the 
then  existing  boundary  line  established  by  Vaw 
between  the  united  States  and  the  Indiaa  tribes, 
or  who  shall  be  the  owner,  agent,  or  sopointeiid^ 
ent  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sam  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  together  with  the  said  stili 
boiler,  or  other  vessel,  and  the  spirits  dutUied 
therein :  one  moiety  of  which  shall  be  f or  tbe 
use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  lor  ibe  use  of 
the  United  States.  And  for  any  riolntions  heieof. 
the  same  course  may  and  shall  be  panned  char 
is  prescribed  by  the  act  passed  the  tbirtieib  at 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tM  ea* 
titled  ''An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  iaieiconne 
with  the  Indian  tribea,  and  to  preserve  peace  ca 
the  frontiers,"  for  violations  thereof;  and  the 
courts  specified  therein  shall  haTe  like  jartsdk- 
tioa.  And  the  same  authority  that  is  given  br 
the  said  act  to  apprehend  and  remove  pcROV 
found  in  violation  thereof,  shall  apply  and  ex2esf 
to  the  said  stills,  boilers,  or  other  vessels,  aa^^ 
spiriu  distilled  therein,  which  may  be  seixcrf^ 
reinoved  in  like- manner.  And  all  s|Hri&sA^c^ 
shall  have  been,  or  which  iicf«nfter  shrf  be  so 
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distilled,  besroad  the  said  boundary  line,  whieh 
•htU  be  broaght  into  tlia  limits  or  a  colieotioB 
district,  may  and  shall  be  seized  and  forfeited^ 
and  the  person  so  introdociarthe  sameshall,  more- 
over, forfeit  and  pay  one  uioasaliid  dollars;  one 
moiety  of  wfaieh  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  in- 
former, and  the  other  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States:  Pnmied^  neverthele$9,  That  no  person 
who  shall  have  remoTed  his  still  out  of  one  col- 
lection dietrlet  itttonnother,  shall  be  liable  tottftoe 
out  another  license  during  tbe  period  of  any  ex- 
isting license  obtained  for  the  same. 

SfeG.21.  And  be  U  Jwrther  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  dutv  of  tbe  colleotors  of  the  direct 
tax  and  internal  duties,  to  prosecute  for  breaches 
of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  two  preceding 
sections. 

Seo.  32.  ilficl  be  itjwiker  enaded,  That  noth- 
ing contained  in  the  act  or  acts  imposing  a  duty 
on  sales  at  auction  of  goods^  wares,  and  mec^ 
ebandise,  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  the  sale 
of  any  goods  or  chattels  other  than  merchandise. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815.  * 


An  Act  to  vest  more  effectually  in  the  State  Courts' 
and  ih  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States* 
jnrisdictioQ  in  the  esses  therein  mentioned. 


Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  respective  State 
or  county  courts,  within  or  next  adjoining  a  col- 
lection dtslriot,  estiMished  by  any  act  of  Congress 
«ow  in  being,  or  hereafter  to  be  fNWsed,  for  the 
^oHeetion  of  any  direct  tax  or  intenMil  duties  of 
ifhe  United  States,  shall  be,  and  are  herebr,  au- 
thorized to  take  cognizance  of  alt  complaints, 
nuits,  and  proeeicutions,  for  taxes,  duties,  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  arising  and  payiible  un- 
der any  of  the  acts  passed,  or  to  be  pawed,  as 
aforesaid,  or  where  bonds  are  given  under  the  said 
acts;  and  the  district  attorneys  of  the  United 
States  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  ap- 
point, by  warrant,  an  attorney,  as  their  substitute 
Qi  deputy,  io  all  cases  where  necessary  to  sue  or 
prosecute  for  th#  United  Statesj  In  any  of  the 
•eaid  State  or  county  courts,  within  the  sphere  of 
whose  jurisdiction  the  said  distriet  attorneys  do 
not  themselves  reside  or  practice;  and  the  said 
•9&betiiute  or  deputjr  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  to 
the  faithful  exeeution  of  his  duty. 

Sbo.  ^  And  be  U  jurther  enaeited,  TImt  the 
jurisdictioa  conferred  by  the  foregoing  section 
ahall  be  considered  as  attaching,  in  the  cases  there- 
in epecified  without  regard  to  the  amount  or  sum 
in  controversy,  and  that  it  shall  be  concurrent 
with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States;  but  may, nevertheless, he  exercised 
in  cases  where  the  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  may 
haTe  been  incurred,  or  tne  cause  of  action  or  com- 
plaint have  atisen,  at  a  less,  as  well  as  a  greater 
distance  than  fifty  miles  from  the  nearest  place 
by  law  established  for  the  holding  of  a  distriet 
court  of  the  United  States.  But  in  all  suits  or 
prosecutions  instituted  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
tJttited  States  in  any  Sute  or  county  court,  the 
process,  proceedings,  judgment,  ana  execution 
therein  shall  not  be  delays,  suspeaded,  or  ia  any 


way  barred  or  defeated,  by  reason  of  any  law  of 
any  State  authorizing  or  directing  a  stay  or  sua- 
pension  of  process,  proceedings,  judgment,  or  ^- 
eaution :  Pnmdedy  That  final  decrees  and  judg- 
ments in  civil  acstions,  passed  or  rendered  in  anr 
State  court  by  virtue  hereof,  may  be  re-examined 
in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
sahie  manner,  and  under  the  same  limitations,  up 
are  prescribed  by  the  twenty^seeond  sectioii  of 
the  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  Uut- 
ted  States,  passed  the  twenty-fourth  of  Septem- 
ber, seventeen  Jiundred  and  e!ighty-nine. 

Sfio.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  Thai  the 
state  or  conntj  courts  aforesaid,  and  the  |tin- 
cipal  or  presiding  judge  of  any  such  court,  shi^ 
be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  exercise  all  and 
every  power,  in  cases  cognizable  before  them  fay 
virtue  of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
miti^tion.or  remission  of  any  fine,  penalty,  or 
forfeiture,  which  may  be  exercised  by  the  judges 
of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
cases  brought  before  them  by  virtue  of  the  law 
of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  third  of  Miltch, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety Hieven,  ett- 
titled^^An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting 
the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilitiei^  accruing 
in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned ;"  and  in  im 
exercise  of  tbe  authority  by  this  section  given  to 
tbe  said  State  or  county  courts,  or  the'  principal 
or  presiding  judge  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  he 
governed,  in  every  respect,  by  the  provisioni  of 
the  law  last  mentioned,  with  this  diaerenceonly. 
that  instead  of  noti"*  '  '.  -  .  - 

the  United  SfiatCR,  i 
ia^  jutoe  as  ame 

said  authorities,  eause  reasonable  notice  to  be 
ffiven  to  the  substitute  or  deputy,  who  may  have 
been  appointed  to  sue  or  nrosecatefor  thetloited 
States,  as  aforesaid,  that  he  may  have  an  opjtor- 
tunity  of  showing  cause  against  tbe  mitigation 
or  resaissiea  of  sash  Gatt,  feaalty..  or  focfeifura. 

Sao.  4^  Atid  be  it/Mker  enacted,  That  tbe4is- 
trict  court  of  the  united  States  shall  have  eo^- 
aiaauee.  coneacteat  with  the  courts  and  aMgi«- 
trates  ot  tfae  several  States,  and  the  circuit  course 
of  the  United  States,  of  all  suits  at  coannoa  law, 
where  the  United  States,  or  any  officer  thereoK 
under  theaothority  of  epy  act  of  Congress,  fhau 
eue,  altheqgh  the  debt,  claim,  or  ether  matter 
in  dispute,  shall  not  amoaat  to  one  handr^ 
dollars. 

Approved,  March  3, 18i5. 


i  mentioned,  with  this  diaerenceonly. 
I  of  notifying  the  district  attorneys  H 
StatCR,  the  said  courta  or  the  presid- 
M  amesaid,  shall,  berece  exetoisiBg 


RESOLUTIONS. 

ResoUitions,  expresiive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  pf 
the  galltnt  oonduct  of  Csptain  Thomss  Maodon- 
ouglC  the  officers,  seamen,  msrines,  and  infioitij 
serving  as  msrines,  on  board  the  United  Stater 
squadron  on  Lske  Champlsin. 
jResolved,  bythe  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentativee  of  the  United  States  tf  America  di 
Ckmgress  assembled^  That  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  presented  to 
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Captain  Thomas  Macdonoagli,aDd,  through  him. 
to  the  offieers,  p€tty  officers,  seameo.  marines, 
and  infantry  serving  as  marines,  attached  to  the 
aqaadron  nnder  his  command,  for  the  decisive 
and  splendid  victory  gained  on  Lake  Cfaamplain, 
on  the  eleventh  of  September,  in  the  year  one 
thonsand  eieht  hundred  and  fourteen,  over  a 
British  squadron  of  superior  force. 

Headved,  That  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be 
atruck,  emblematical  oif  the  action  between  the 
two  squadrons,  and  to  present  them  to  Captain 
M acdonough  and  Captain  Robert  Heoly,  and  also 
to  Lieutenant  Stephen  Cassin,  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  most  honorable  to  them ;  and  that  the 
President  be  further  requested  to  present  a  silver 
medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  to 
each  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Navy 
and  Army  serving  on  board,  and  a  sword  to  each 
of  the  midshipmen  and  sailingmasters,  who  so 
Dobly  distinguished  themselves  in  that  memor- 
able conflict. 

JHSs§olvedj  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  present  a  silver  medal, 
with  like  emblems  and  devices,  to  the  nearest 
male  relative  of  Lieutenant  Peter  Gamble,  and  of 
Lieutenant  John  Staasbury,  and  to  communicate 
to  them  tbe  deep  regret  which  Congress  feel  for 
tha  lossof  those  gallant  men.  whose  names  ought 
to  live  in  the  recollection  and  affection  of  a  grate- 
fbl  country. 

Reaohea^  That  three  months'  pay  be  allowed, 
exclusively  of  the  common  allowance,  to  all 
the  petty  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry 
aervmg  as  marines,  who  so  gloriondy  supported 
the  honor  of  tbe  American  flag  on  that  mem- 
orable day. 

Approved,  October  20, 1814 


Jtesolntion,  eupowsriiig  the  Joint  Libraiy  Oonunitteo 

of  Congress  to  coatiact  ht  the  porehase  of  Mr.  Jef- 

ftrson's  lihraiy. 

jReaolvied,  ^.,  That  the  Joint  Library  Commit- 
tee of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  con- 
tract, on  tneir  part,  for  the  purchase  of  the  library 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Congress; 
and  that  the  committee  lay  the  terms  of  said  con- 
tract before  Congress,  for  their  ratification. 

Approved,  October  21, 1814. 

SesoIntioD,  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  rehk- 
tive  to  the  victoiy  of  the  Peacock  over  the  Spervier. 

ReMolved^  fc,  That  tbe  President  of  the  United 
Sutes  be  requested  to  present  to  Captain  Lewis 
Warrington,  of  the  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  a  gold 
medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices^  and  a 
silver  medal,  with  like  emblems  and  devices,  to 
each  of  the  commissioned  officers,  and  a  sword 
to  each  of  the  midshipmen,  and  to  the  sailing 
master,  of  the  said  vessel,  in  testimony  of  the 
high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  tbe  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew, 


in  the  action  with  tbe  British  brig  Spervier, 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  k  the  year 
one  thousand  etffht  hundred  and  fourteen,  in 
whtcb  action  the  deciaive  effect  and  great sapeti- 
oriiy  of  the  American  gunnery  were  soa^f 
displayed. 
Approved,  October  21, 1814. 


Resolution,  espmasive  of  the  sense  of  Congnss  idsp 
tivs  to  the  capture  of  the  British  eloop  Bciadecr,  bj 
the  American  sloop  Waap. 

Reiolvedj  fc.,  That  the  President  of  theUsi- 
ted  States  be  requested  to  present  to  Captsia 
Johnston  Blakely,of  the  sloop  Wasp,  a  gold  mM, 
with  suitable  devices,  and  a  silver  medal  witb 
like  devices,  to  each  of  the  commissioned  ofieets, 
and  also  a  sword  to  each  of  the  midshipmeB,  ui 
the  sailinffmaster,  of  the  aforesaid  vesel,  is  lei- 
timony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Coams 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  tbe  omccn 
and  crew,  in  the  action  with  tbe  British  sloop  of 
war  Reindeer,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  June,  ia 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen ;  in  which  action  determined  bravery  and 
cool  intrej^idity,  in  nineteen  minutes;  obuweda 
decisive  victory^  by  boarding. 

Approved,  November  3, 1814. 


Resolutions,  expreostye  of  the 
gaUantry  ano  good  c 


€iCCoacvtn«ite 
good  conduct  with  mtiA.  Hw  ic|ste- 
tion  of  the  sms  of  the  United  dtatas  has  bees  b»> 
tsined  by  Major  General  Brown,  Major  Geocnl 
8oott»  Major  General  Portsr,  Major  Gencnl  Gaioes, 
Major  General  Macomb,  and  Brigadiers  Sipkj  and 
MiUer. 

Retohedj  fc,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrcsi  be, 
and  they  are  herebv,  presented  to  MajorGesenl 
Brown,  and,  through  him,  to  the  ofllcers  aadmes, 
of  the  regular  army,  and  of  the  militia,  under  kis 
command,  for  their  gallantry  aod  good  eoadact 
in  the  successive  battles  of  Chippewa,  lliaguv 
and  Erie,  in  Upper  Canada,  in  which  British  vH- 
eran  troopa  were  beaten  and  repulsed  by  equal  or 
inferior  numbers;  and  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  cause  a  goM  medal 
to  be  atruck,  emblematical  of  theae  trioapfts,  aad 
presented  to  Major  General  Brown. 

Rmolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  a  ^Id  medal  to  be 
struck,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devicei  aatf 
preaanted  to  Major  General  Scott,  in  testnesy 
of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congreaief  ^ 
distinguished  services  in  the  conflicu  of  Cbtppe- 
wa  and  Niagara,  and  of  his  nniform  gaUantry  and 
good  conduct  in  sustaining  the  repvtatioa  of  the 
arms  of  the  United  States. 

RtMchoedy  That  the  President  of  the  Uaiiei 
States  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  b 
struck,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  sat 
presented  to  Brigadier  General  Ripley,  BrifSBr 
General  Miller,  and  Major  General  Porter,  tf^ 
timony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Casi^» 
of  their  gallantry  aad  good  conduct  in  tkr«ieral 
coniicta  of  Chippewa,  Niagara,  and  firie. 
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1966 


RemdiUions. 


Re9oi$edf  That  the  thaoks  of  Congress  be,  and 
tbey  are  hereby,  presented  to  Major  Qeneral 
Games,  aod,  throagii  him.  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  bis  command,  for  their  gallantrr  and  good 
conduct,  in  defeating  the  enemy  at  Brie  oii  the 
fifteenth  of  Angosc ;  repelling,  with  great  slaugh- 
ter, the  attack  of  a  British  reteran  army,  superior 
in  number;  and  that  the  President  or  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  requested  to  cause  a  ^old  medal 
to  be  struck,  emblematical  of  this  triumph^  and 
presented  to  Major  General  Gaines. 

Resolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  presented  to  Major  General 
Macomb)  and,  through  him,  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  regular  army  under  his  command,  and 
to  the  militia  and  Tolnnteers  of  New  York  and 
Yermontj  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
in  defeating  the  enemy  at  Plattsburg,  on  the  eley- 
enth  of  September ;  repelling,  with  one  thousand 
fi?e  hundred  men,  aided  br  a  body  of  militia  and 
Tolunteers  from  New  York  and  Vermont,  a  Brit- 
ish Teteran  army,  greatly  superior  in  number; 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  em- 
blematical of  this  triumph,  and  presented  to  Ma- 
jor General  Macomb. 

Approred,  November  3, 1814. 


Resolution,  requesting  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States  to  recommend  a  day  of  pnblio  humiliatioBy 
fasting,  and  prayer. 

It  being  a  duty,  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a  time 
of  public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  derontly 
to  acknowled|[e  our  dei)endence  on  Almighty 
God,  and  to  implore  his  aid  and  protection: 
Therefore, 

jRudlved^  by  the  Senaie  and  Home  of  Bepre- 
sentativeB  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in 
Congreea  aeeenMed,  That  a  joint  committee  of 
both  Houses  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day 
of  public  numiliation,  prayer,  and  fasting,  to  bie 
observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  with 
religious  solemnity,  and  the  ofifbring  of  fervent 
supplications  to  Almighty  God  for  the  safety  and 
welfare  of  these  States,  his  blessing  on  their 
arms,  and  a  speedy  restoration  of  peace. 


Resolution,  ibr  fumidiing  tiie  American  Antiquarian 
Society  with  s  copy  of  the  Journals  of  Ck)ngiei/  and 
of  the  documents  published  imder  their  order, 

iSefo/oedjfc.,  That  one  copy  of  the  public  Jour- 
nmls  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
and  of  the  documents  published  under  the  ordersof 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  respec- 
tively, which  have  beea.  or  shall  be,  published  by 
Tirtue  of  a  resolution  oi  the  Senate. and  House 
of  Representatives,  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  be  transmitted  to  the  Executive  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  of 
the  said  Commonwealth.  . 


Approved,  December  1, 1814- 


Resolutions,  expressive  of  the  high  sense  enteitaiaed 
by  Congress  of  the  patriotism  and  good  conduct  of 
the  people  of  Louisiana  and  of  New  Orleans,  doling 
the  late  military  operations  before  that  city. 
Reeolvedf  ^.,  That  Congress  entertain  a  higb 
sense  of  the  patriotism,  fidelity,  zeal,  and  coar* 
a^e,  with  which  the  people  of  the  State  of  Loo-^ 
isiana  promptly  and  unanimously  stepped  .forth), 
under  circumstances  of-  imminent  danger  from  a 
powerful  invading  army,  in  the  defence  of  all  tha^ 
individual,  social,  and  political  rights  held  dear 
by  man.    Congress  declare  and  proclaim  that  tha- 
brave  Lotisianians  deserve  well  of  the  whola 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Beeolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  generosity,  benevolence,  and  humanity,  dis- 
placed by  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  in  volun- 
tarily afibrdin|r  the  best  accommodations  in  their 
power,  and  giving  the  kindest  attentions,  to  the 
wounded,  not  only  of  our  own  armv,  but  also  to 
the  wounded  prisoners  of  a  vanquished  foe. 

JReeolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolo- 
tions  to  be  communicated  to  his  Excellency,  thr 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  accompanied  with  a  re- 
quest that  he  cause  the  greatest  possible  publicity 
to  be  given  to  them,  for  the  information  of  the 
whole  people  of  Louisiana. 
Approved,  February  22, 1816. 

Resolutions,  ezprassiTe  of  the  high  sense  entertained 
by  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  eonduct  of 
Commodore  D.  T.  Patterani,  and  Major  D.  CaimidL 
--i  of  the  officen^  seamen,  and  marines,  under  thefr 
amend,'  in  the  defence  of  New  Oris 


Reeohed,  #c.  That  Congress  entertain  a  high 
sense  of  fbe  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Commo- 
dore D.  T.  Patterson,  of  the  officers,  petty  officers, 
and  seamen,  attached  to  his  command,  for  their 

Jrompt  and  efficient  co-operation  with  General 
ackson,  in  the  late  gallant  and  successful  defence 
of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  when  assailed  by  a 
powerful  British  force. 

Reeolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Major  Daniel 
Carmick,  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  marines,  under  his  command,  in  the  da- 
fence  of  the  said  city,  on  the  late  memorable  oc- 
casion. 

Approved,  February  22, 1815. 

Besolutiona,  expressiTe  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Major  General  Jackson,  and  tiie  troopa  under  bis 
command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  la 
tiie  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

Betohedj  fc.,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be, 
and  they  are  herebv,  given  to  Major  General 
Jackson,  and,  through  him,  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  regular  army,  of  the  militia,«and  of 
the  Tolunteers,  under  his  command,  the  greater 
proportion  of  which  troops  consisted  of  militia 
and  volunteers,  suddenly  collected  together,  for 
their  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  con- 
spicuously displayed  against  the  enemy,  from  the 
time  of  his  landing  before  New  Orleans  until  hii 
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EeBohUunm* 


iud  «xpiil8ioii  tbereffom ;  aod  particulArly  for 
the  Yalor,  skill,  and  good  conduct,  oo  the  eighth 
of  Jaouary  last,  io  repuUiog,  with  mat  slaughter, 
m  Dumerous  British  army,  of  chosen  veteran 
troops,  when  attempting,  by  a  bold  and  daring  at- 
tack, to  carry  by  storm  the  works  hastily  thrown 
up  for  the  protection  of  New  Orleans ;  and  there- 
hf  obtaining  a  most  signal  victory  over  the  enemy, 
with  a  disparity  of  loss,  on  his  part,  unexampled 
ia  military, annals. 

Jie$ohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  struck,  a  gold 
Medal,  with  devices  emblematical  of  this  splendid 
achievement,  and  presented  to  Major  General 
Jackson,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  Congress  of  his  judicious  and  distin- 
guished conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

RetoLved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions to  be  communicated  to  Major  uenerai 
Jackson,  in  such  terms  as  they  may  deem  best 
^Iculated  to  give  effect  to  the  objects  thereof. 

Approved,  February  27, 1815. 


A  Resolution,  directing  the  manner  of  providing  sta- 
ttonoT,  and  procniing  the  printing,  for  the  Senate 
and  Honse  of  Bepresentatiras. 
Re9olved,(fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  Cflerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  directed,  immediately  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present,  and  each  succeeding,  Congress,  to 
advertise,  three  weeks  successively,  in  two  news- 
papers printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for 
oroposals  for  supplying  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  during  the  succeeding  Congress, 
with  the  necessary  ittationery  and  printing; 
which  advertisement  shall  describe  the  kind  of 
stationery  and  printing  required ;  and  that  the 
INToposals  to  be  made  be  accompanied  with  suffi- 
cient security  for  their  performance.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  and  Cleric 


aforesaid,  in  the  month  of  April  thereafier,  to  no- 
tify the  lowest  bidder  or  bidders  (whose  secoiiiies 
are  deemed  sufficient)  of  the  aceepcaaoeof  his  or 
their  proposals :  Prwridedf  That  this  RsolotioB 
shall  not  be  so  construed,  as  io  prevent  ^  Sec- 
retary and  Clerk  aforesaid  from  contractiai  for 
separate  parts  of  the  supplies  of  scatkmcfy  ud 
printing  required  to  be  furnished. 
Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

Resolations,  relatiTS  to  the  distrlbatioii  of  the  Lam  of 
the  United  States. 

Beaolvedf  f  c^  That  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
cause  to  be  distributed,  among  the  members  of  tht 
present  Congress,  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  ordered  by  law  to  be  printed,  as  soon  as 
the  same  shall  be  completed. 

Beaolvedj  That  so  many  of  the  remaining  copies 
of  the  laws  as  are  not  already  directed  to  be 
distributed,  be  deposited  In  the  CoogfesBOOil 
Library. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

Resolution,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  eonunittM 
to  wait  upon  the  President,  tnd  laqnest  tiiMt  be 
recommend  a  day  of  thanka^hriog  to  Ahaigki^  God, 
for  restoring  to  these  United  States  tfa#  Afamgi  of 
peace. 

Resolved,  ^c,  That  a  joint  commVuae  of  both 
Houses  wait  upon  the  President  of  ttie  \3^vtd 
States,  and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  ol 
thanksgiving,  to  be  observed  by  the  people  ot  the 
United  States,  with  religiovs  solemnity,  and  the 
offering  of  devout  acknowledgments  to  Almigbty 
Gk>d,  for  his  great  goodness,  maaifesied  in  restor- 
ing to  these'^United  States  the  biasing  of  peace. 
LANGDON  CHBV^ 

Speaker  tf  the  Sme, 
JOHN  GAILLARD, 

PrtndefUqftheStuac 
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8BNATE.  — THIRD   SESSION. 


A.  Ptg«. 

AoeommodftttoB  of  CongrsM,  %  rawlvtioii  ft»m 
the  HoQM  of  RepmwntathrM,  fer  •  joint 
eommittoe  to  inqoin  eoneerning  the  bet- 
ter, Ac.         ..--*- 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  Ihkd  readinf  - 

read  a  thM  time,  andnegatiiwdon  the  qiiee- 
tionofpaMage  .        - 

Mr.  Honey  eahmitted  a  resolation,  for  a 
oewniHee  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieney 
of  altering  the  Chanbersibr  the  Wlar    - 

twice  read,  and  oideied  to  a  third  reading  • 
•    read  a  thbd  time,  and  paeeed     .        •       • 

a  bill  from  said  committee  In  pvnmance, 
read      -       -        

read  a  eeeond  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pamed     - 
Additional  AppropriaHMie,  a  bill  IWmi  the  Honetf 
of  Repreeentativea  making,  ibr  the  year 
1814,  read 

read  a  aeeend  time,  and  referred 

reported  wUhont  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 
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read  a  third  time,  and  pamed     - 
a  aimihff  bill  from  the  Hoom  of  Repreeenta- 
tiveib  ^  ^*  eervioe  of  1816,  read  three 
timee,  and  paeeed  -  *     - 
Admirala.    (See  Mm/ OJIeeiv.) 
Algeriae  Omberi,  a  ooddMiitial  bill  from  the 


186 
187 


Page. 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  a  reeolation  from 
the  Hoose  of  BepreientatiTei,  for  for- 
niihing  a  copy  of  the  Joutnale  of  Congreia 

to  the 4^ 

read  a  firtt  time -91 

read  a  eeeond  time 98 

read  a  third  time,  and  paesed     -        -        -    110 

American  Seamen,  aKeeeage  from  the  President 

of  the  tTnited  States,  recommending  ttie 

exdndTe  employment  <Kf,  in  naTigation, 

refrrred  to  the  Committee  on  Foteign 

Relations 876 

report  of  said  committee    ....    VTB 
Anacostia  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representativee  for  the  relief  of  the, 
twice  read,  and  referred         ...    837 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  thkd  reading 877 

Armories;  Arms,  dbc,  Mr.  Horsey  submitted  sun- 


Honee  of  Repiiaentati^ 


\f  for  the  pteteo- 
of  the 


tion  of  the  seamen  and 
United  States  againat  the,  twice  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      •       .       • 
mad  a  third  time,  and  passed     .       «.       . 
Algietv»  a  Meamge  from  the  President  oTthe  Uni- 
ted States  concerning  thehoetHe  proeeed- 
ings  of  the  Dey  of,  referred  to  the  Gooh 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relatiooa    - 
the  committee'  disehaiged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject    .       '.       - 

AUtfganey,  a  memorial  of  the  owners  of  the  ship, 
refinred  to  a  committee  .       .       .       <« 
a  biD  for  the  relief  of  said  owners,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reportod,  and  recommitted         ... 
again  reported,  without  amendment    - 
ordeiM'to  a  third  reading  t        -       -        * 
mad  a  third  time,  «Dd  passed     - 


898 


884 
891 


869 
898 

87 
87 
88 
180 
888 
883 
886 


diy  resolutions  concerning 
amended,  and  agreed  to    - 
a  report  from  the  War  Department,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  reeolutions,  showing  the 
amount  of  expenditures  on  account  of   - 
Army  of  ths  United  States,  a  bill  making  fiutlter 
provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the,  dec, 
read 


98 
94 


869 


88 


read  a  second  time 39 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -      46 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...      46 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatii*es 
with  amendments,  whidi  were  oonoorred 

in -188 

Mr.  Hason  submitted  a  resolution,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  laidbefoie  the  Senate  astate- 
ment  of  enlistments,  appointments,  dec., 

inthe 88 

amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -      48 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  di- 
recting the  Staff  officers  of  the,  to  ooiaply 
with  tbe  requisitions  of  naval  and  maxme 
officers,  in  certain  cases        ...    188 

read  a  first  time 183 

read  a  second  time,  and  refened  -    184 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 186 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .       -       -    187 
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Page. 
Cot^dge*  Uriah,  and  James  Bumhaai,  a  bill  from 
the  Honae  of  Bepreaantativea  for  relief  ef, 

lead 344 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred  -    S46 

reported  without  amendment     •       •       •    S50 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •    2A9 

read  a  third  time,  and  peaeed     -        .        .    261 
Cumberland  Road,  the  Pieeident  trananntAed 
theveportof  the  Secretary  of  the  Treae- 
uiy  on  the  anbjeet  of  the        •       -        -    145 
referred  to  a  committee     -        •        -        -    161 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate,  dMW, 

the^read 180 

read  a  aeoond  time 188 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •       •       «    187 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed     .       .        •    189 
fkittM,  Chadea,  election  of,  aa  Seentary  of  ihe 
Senate  •  -       -       «r 


t>agget^  David,  of  Connecticut,  appeared  and 

took  hifl  aeat         .....      17 
speech  o(  on  the  militia  bill       *        -        *.     70 
|)ana,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticut,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 36 

barden,  David,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of,  twioe  read,  and  referred   -        *    2S7 
reported  without  amendment     ...    244 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...    246 
Defence  of  New  Orleana,  Mr.  Giles  reported 
sundry  resolutions  ezpreasive  of  the  sense 
of  Congress  of  the  gallant,  read      -        -    233 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  • 

readin^^ 236 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously  237 
returned  fnmi  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  -  -  -  -  -  250 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Iklilitaiv  AiEairs  251 
report  of  partial  agreement  and  diaagree- 

ment,  adopted  -  -  -  .  .  '253 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist  on  their 

amendments 257 

the  Senate  resolved  to  adhere    -        .        -    258 
the  House  of  Representatives  ask  a  confer- 
ence, which  is  agreed  to         -        -        -    262 
modifications  reported,  accepted         •        -    274 
Destitute  and  Distressed  Amencan  Seamen,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Rraresentatives 
authorising  the  Secretary  of  State  to  make 
an  additional  allowance  to  owners  and 
masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  back>  to  the 
United  SUtes,  read        ....      43 
read  a  second  time    - .     -       -       -       -      44 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    HI 
Detachment  £N>m  the  Militia.  \See  MUUia.) 
jDifOct  Tax,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  provide  for  assessing  and  collect- 
ing a,  read 135 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  136 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  138 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -      ,  -     148 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  160 
.  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rqyresentattves  to 
amend  the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  170 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  171 
reported  with  amendments  ...  202 : 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  *  '252 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amttided   -    254 


Direet  Tax — cantinaed.  hft, 

the  Howie  of  Bepeeentatifei  «gMl  10  tfat 

the  Senate  objected,  and  iodrtid  Mis 

avendmanls         S$3 

the  H««ae  of  Repneentatif«i  ako  nuai 

and  aafcsd  a  confeianoa,erMekiiigmdto  m 
report  of  the  conferees,  adopted       •     •  % 
Diatriet  of  Columbia,  a  bill  frem  ths  Bam  ti 
Bapiaaentativee  fer  kjing  a  tet  ta 

upon  tite,  read tt 

reada  aeoond  lime,  and  rsfand      -    •  ti 
reported  without  amendoMali  -    ••    •  M 
ordered  to  a  third  readiag-      •     •    •  ffl 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     •    -ffl 
Documenta,  Mr.  FioaMntan  aabautled  aTnob- 
tiou  concerning  the  nnaiber  <4  to  k 
fMiuted,  read  and  refened     •     •     •   I< 
reported  without  amendment,  sndip«it»   \i 
Doyle,  James,  ahill  from  the  fionn  of  lbr» 
sentatiTea  for  relief  4^  read  -     '    'jj 
read  a  aeoond  tine,  aad  rafened      •    •  w 
reported  witiiont  amendment    •     '     *  ^ 
the  third  readingr  negalifed      -     -j  "' 
Prawback»  Mr.  Horsey  submitted  a  mmt 
conoaming    -       -       -      •  *  J 

amended,  and  agreed  to  -  *  '  j  ,« 
a  hill  to  ailow,of  d«tiesoaipirili.*6»"^  i? 
read  a  aeoond  time  -  *  '  '  «« 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  '  !^ 

read  athird  time,  and  pasMd  •     -     '  ^ 
Diniry,  Wil&M.    (See  Oay,  MdUket) 

E. 
Earthquakea,  a  biU  from  the  Ewm  of  fiyj; 
senUtivea  for  reUef  of  certain  hihilattt^ 
of  Now  Madrid,  Miseouri  Temta7,»» 
anftred  by  the  late,  "*^       '  ^   ' 
read  a  second  time,  and  refeivM 
reported  with  an  amendment    -     ' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  aawaW     ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  pmied  witt  » 
amendment  -       -       -      '      p^ 
Eastern  Branch  Bridge  CompaBy,  Mh^m 
presented  the  memorial  ef  the, «««» 
a  biU  from  the  House  ofBapw*n<yf "; 
relief  of  the,  read  thiea  timei,  taf  P^JJ 
JBodeaton,  Charles,  represenUtif*  «t   C^ 
Frazmr,  Solomon.)  .u  iha  p^ 

Elliott,  William,  Mr.  Roberts  pw»«Sf  j^LT 
tition  oi;  conoemiag  a  Mf* "  . 
rafened  to  the  SecretaiyrftkeMiy 

thoTeport  of  that  officer  thew»      '^ 
EmolumeataofCoUecloi^aiattor^o*^    . 

.retaiy  of  the  Treasury  »<>'^'?L  ji, 

Estates  of  Insolventar  Mr.  Roberto  Hij;^  ^ 

petiUon  of  the  Philadelplus  C*»*»' 

Commerce  respecting  ^^^^.b^bp- 

Bvan%  OUvor,  Mr.  RoberU  V^^^X^ 

rial  ot  praying  an  extsa-wnf  **r^. 

a  ^l  to'  extend  the  time  ©{^IfilSa  * 

improvements  in  steam  •ngw*'  ^     . 

mt  time 

read  a  second  time    -       '..fUfl^iu  ' 

amended,  and  ordered  to  sthirtW^  . 

read  a  third  time,  and  1**?^^  ^gW|fi»* 
returned  from  the  Houie  oim^^^  . 

with  amendments        - 
which  were  concpned  m  - 
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F.  Page* 

Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  anthoriziQ^  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  one  or  more,  read  -       '  -        -        -     138 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    142 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -     14J8 
ordered  to  a  tiiird  ftading  -        >        -    163 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     163 
Flotilla  Bstablishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait, 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  were  in- 
'  structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency,  of 
repealing  the  several  acts  concerning  the    351 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read    ....    253 
read  a  second  tii]be    -        -        -       '.        -    267 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ^  .        -        -    267 
retomedlrom  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  ai9«ndments,  and  concurred  in        -    273 
Foreign  Int^coarse,  oi^  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  were  in- 
s^ucted  to  inquire  whether^  any  of  Uie 
laws  respecthig,  ought  to  be  repealed  or 

modified 260 

Foteign  Relations,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitted  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  subject  of  our  •        -      21 
Forleited  Lands,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

•entatives  authoiiziDg  the  sale  of,  read    -    268 
read  a  second  time^  and  zefj^rted    .    •        -    370 
reported  without  amendment,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed    079 

Fortifications,  ^^,  oo  motion  of  Mr*  Varnum, 
the  Secretaxy  of  War  was  directed  to  lay 
I  before  the  Senate  the  amount  of  expendi- 

tures in  each  State  ibr    •        -        -        •*     186 
Fraser,  Solomon,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 
I  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  o^  read  -    268 

I  read  a  third  time,  and  referred  -        -        -    269 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 372 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    277 
Friends,  Mr.  Robiprts  presented  a  petition  of  the 

religious  Society  of,  referred  -    •   -        •    141 
the  committee  thereon  discharged      -        -    252 
Fronaentin,  Mr.,  of  Louisiana,  speech  of,  on  the 

bill  for  repairing  the  pubilio  buildiOjgB      -    216 
epeech  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
.  defence  of  New  Orleans-       ..        -        ^    241 
Frocihingham,  John , and  Arthur  Tappan,  Mr.  Gore 
presented  the  petition  o^  wmch  was  refer- 
red to  a  committee         -        -        -        -    249 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -       -       -       -    358 
read  a  second  time    -        ...        .        .261 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    287 


Gaillard,  John,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern*,  . 

took  the  Chair  -        -        .       .      10 

election  of,  on  the  death  of  the  Vice  Pvesi- 
dent  of  the  United  States       -        -        -     110 

address  of,  on  taking  the  Chair  -        «        -    111 
Gaines,  Brigadier  General,  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant  conduct 
of,  dee.,  read  twice,  and  rderred     -        -      28 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed  unanimously        ...      29 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  to 
the  amendments,  and  a  conference  was 
appointed      -       • 31 


Page, 
Gamble,  WiHlam,  Mr.  Lacock  piesented  Hm  me- 

-  norlal  of --134 

referred  to  a  committee  ....  135 
abillfor  the  relief  of,  lead-  •  .  .  144 
read  a  second  time  •  *  *  -  '  —  146 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ....  149 
Georgetown  College,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Reftfeeentative*  eoneeniiDg  the,  read  «-  224 
read  a  second  time  •  -  -  -  -  225 
referred  to  a  committee  .  «  .  .  229 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  366 
ordered  to  a  Aird  readiBg  -  -  •  .  274 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  «.  377 
German,  Obadiahj  of  New  Yotk,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  - 15 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  late  Yiee  PrModent  of  the  Urn* 
ted  States,  notSee  of  a  bill  eonceming  the 

•widow  of 138 

Mr.  Gore,  on  leave,  intiodnead  a  bill  author* 
izing  payment  to  the  widow  of,  of  sakiy 
to  the  end  of  his  term,  which  was  read   -    ISO 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  te  a  third 
'  reading  -        -     '  -        -        -        -    131 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    133 
Ghent,  the  Presidenttransmitted  communications 

from  the  Commissioners  at    -        -        -     118 
Gihnan',  Nicholas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 
a  resolution  of  respect  to  the  memory  of, 

was  passed 16 

Girard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Roberta  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        -        .        .33 
a  bill  concerning  duties  on  notes  of  baiiks 
and  bankers,  d:e.,  read  -        -        .        -     -36 

read  a  second  time 37 

ordered  to  a  third' reading  -        -        .        *    110 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •       -    113 
Gold,  Silver,  and  Plated  Ware,  a  bill  firom  the 
House  of  Representatives  laying  a  duty 
on,  read  twice,  and  referred    ...    234 
'  reported  with  an  amendment     -       -       -    361 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  ,    •     368 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .    370 
Goldsborough,  Robert  H.,  of  Maryland,  appeared, 

and  took  hie  eeat  -        -        -        .        .  '    15 
speeoh  of,  on  the  militia  bill       -        -        .    103 
Goodi.  Warps,  and  Merchandise,  a  bi^f  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  laying  duties  on, 
read      .         .        -        .        .        -        -     132 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    188 
reported  with  amendments        -        -        -    135 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        .     188 
read  a  third^time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     143 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  to 

the  amendments,  with  one  ezcei^on      -    147 
the  Senate  receded  from  all,  but  one  -        -    148 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist  on  disa- 
greeing to  that  one,  and  a  conference  is 

agreed  to 149 

report  of  the  managers  agreed  to        -        -    162 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smithy  of  Maryland,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to    consider  the 
expediency  of  repealing  all  acts  laying 
additional  duties  on        -        -        -        -    251 
Gore,  Christopher,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 21 

speech  of,  on  the  militia  bill       -        -        -      95 

on  tiie  direct  tax  bill 150 

the  credentials  of,  as  Senator  fer  the  next  six 
years,  were  read,  and  ffled      ...    293 
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Page. 
GroTemmeftty  a  bill  from  the  fiovae  of  RapreaenU 

ativaa  making  apjiropriatioiu  for  the  aap- 

port  of,  read  ------  816 

read  a  seoond  time,  and  refanad             .    -  888 

reported  withoat  amendmaiit     -        -        -  888 

amended*  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  888- 

lead  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  -  888 
the  Houae  of  BepreaenUtivaa  oonenr  in  the 

•amendments,  with  an  amendment  •       •  836 

to  which  the  Senate  agreed  .  -  •  837 
Chiy,  Miktthew,  and  othera,  a  biU  from  the  Hooae 

of  RepreeentatiYea  eonceming        •        •  179 

read  a  uvt  time         •        -        -        -        -  180 

read  a  aeoond  time    .        •        -        -        •  181 

reforred  to  a  committee      -        "    .    '  '     '  ^^ 

reported  with  amendmenta         -       •       -  888 

oraared  to  a  third  reading  •        -       -        -  816 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -       -  883 

reported  with  amendmenta-       .       .       -  880 

indefinitely  poatponed       .       •        .        -  336 

H. 

HaUowell,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Kep- 
reientatiTea  for  relief  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  reforred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ofdered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed 
90X807,  Onterbridge,  (appointed  a  Senator  bj  the 
Legislatare  of  Delaware,  for  six  yean  from 
the  4th  of  March  next,)  the  oredentials  of 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed  • 
Hoosehold  Furniture,  dtc,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  RepresentatiTes  laving  duties  on,  read  133 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred  -  -  133 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -138 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  -  143 
read  a  third  time^  and  paaaed  with  amend- 
ments ----...  144 
the  House  of  RepresentatiTee  diaagiee  to  the 
amendmenta  ------    ]47 

the  Senateinsiat 148 

the  House  of  RepieaentatiTee  also  inaist,  and 

ask  a  oonfisrence,  which  is  agreed  to        -     149 
the  Senate  concur  in  the  report  of  the  man- 

agenn  and  the  House  reoede  -        -        •    14^ 
a  bUl  from  the  House  of  Representalivea  to 

amend  the  act  above  mentioned,  read  •  170 
read  a  second  time»  und  refimred  •  -  171 
reported  with  amendments ;  again  refoired  •  808 
additional  amendments  reported  -  -  846 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  858 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied  as  amended  -  864 
HoweU,  Edward  F.,  and  others,  Mr,  Fromentin 

presented  the  memorial  o^  referred        •    168 
Hoyt,  Gould,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    330 
a  report  thereon  read        ....    346 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  petitioner  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  paperi  -       •        -    861 
Humiliation,  Fasting,  and  Prayer,  a  lesolution 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  re- 
questing the  President  to  recommend  a 
day  o(  twioe  read  -----      36 
read  a  third  time»  and  passed     -        -        -      36 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that  they  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  part  to  wait  on  the  Preaidant 
with  the  above  naolnlMNi       ...      40 


Humiliation,  dec— eontinued. 

a  committee  appointed  by  the 
that  purpoae  -        -        -         -       -        -      4» 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Uand,  appeaitd,  and 

took  hii  seat -      81 

the  credentials  of^  for  the  next  six  jans, 
were  read  and  filed      ^.        -        -       .   883 
Hurlburt,  John  C,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -        -    WD 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      -         -        -        -    111 

read  a  second  time,  and  oideced  to  a  third 
reading  -        -        -         -        -        -    m 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied      -        -        -    181 
Hynnm,  Jamea,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Sepre- 

aentativea  for  relief  of  the  heica  oC  lead  -  170 
read  a  second  4ime,  and  referred  -  -171 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  861 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -    874 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -        -       -    877 

I. 

Illinois  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Rcp- 
resentatifea  to  amend  and  extend  the  act 
confirming  certain  daims  to  land  in,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed^as 
a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
regulating  and  defining  the  duties  o/l&s 
United  Sutes  judges  for  th^  twice  lead  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  f&mei    ...    8S6 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  hthfoc the  fti&taeasm. of 

duties  on,  read       ....       -    37s 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordeted  to  a  third 
reading  ------    385 

read  a  third  time,  and  paewd 

Indiana  Territory,  the  memorial  of  the  Legida- 

ture  o(  praying  an  extenaion  of  time  fe 

pnrchaseis  of  lands  in,  Mefcrred  to  e  eejact 

committee     ------ 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repeeentetivies  to 

regulate  the  courts  of  justice  in,  read 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  refeiied  -    8S 

reported  without  amendment     ...    856 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -       -    8S9 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  ammd 

ments »-        -        -851 

Indian  Treaties,  the  Pleeident  6t  the  Unitad 
States  transmitted  copiee  of  certain,  re- 
ferred     26d 

Indian  Tribes,  Mr.  King  submitted  a 
requeeting  the  President  to 
Secretairy  pf  War  to  report  at  next  slim  inn 
certain  information  concerning  ^e         -    883 
amended,  and  agreed  to     -        -         -        -    38r 
Intercooiae  with  the  Saemy ,  a  bill  fnm  tbe  Hooae 
of  Representativee  to  prohibit,  toraoe  leai 
andrefened  -        -        -         -       -    164 

reported  with  an  amendment     -         -        .    I9t 
reported,  with  aa  additiottai  anendmcBl,  t» 

the  Senate  -  -  -  -  '  -  -  1S£ 
further  amended,  and  read  a  third  tioie  -  VA 
reforred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  If 
reported  with  amendments,  and  mdeiod  to 

a  third  reading  -  \  -  -  -  -  if 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied  as  •»T»^~a^  -  -^ 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  prohibiting*  xoad  -  ^>* 
read  a  aeeond  time  •  -  •  «  -  sn 
read  a  third  tune,  and  paaaad     -        •      -    87r 
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Page. 
Invalid  Pensionen»  a  biH  from  tlia  Hovfa  of 
RepreaentatiTes  ooncemlng,  read  twice, 
ana  referred  .....    2M 

reported  with  amendmenta,  read  a  third 
time,  and  paiaed  aa  amended  -       •       -    99% 

J. 
Jackaon,  General  Andrew,  a  reaolation  of  thanka 

to,  nnanimouely  passed  •        -        -        •    838 
Jeflbraon'o  Library,  a  joint  reaolation  empower- 
ing the  Library  Committee  to  contntet  jfbr 
the  pnrdiaae  of,  read     ....      S3 
read  a  aeeond  and  third  time,  and  paiaed   -      36 
letamed  from  the  Houae  of  RepreaentatiTea 

with  an  amendment  ....  39 
whicii  was  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  30 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  8*  H.  Smith, 

on  the  subject  of 34 

a  bill  to  anthorize  the  porchase  of,  read  -  113 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 118 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     .        •        -     130 
Jenkins,  Weaton,  and  others,  a  hUl  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  concerning  -  179 
read  a  first  time         .        -        .        .        •     180 

read  a  aeeond  time 181 

referred  to  a  committee     ....     186 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        •'  191 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    316 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    338 
Jones,  Michael,  and  William  Bond  (Register  and 
Reenver,)  Mr.  Monroe  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  refomed   .....    337 
Journal  of  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yamum, 

Hie,  waa  amended  •        -        -        -        .111 
Jariadiction  j  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Repreaenta- 
tivea  to  Teat,  more  efleetually  in  the  Stale 
courts,  dbc,  in  the  eaaea  therein  mentfon- 

aa,read 388 

read  a  third  time,  and  refened  ...  386 
reported  without  amendment  ...  387 
.amended,  read  a  thiid  time,  and  paased      •    398 

K. 

Kentuekj  and  Tennessee,  the  memorial  and  reso- 
lutions relatitre  to  the  division  line  be- 
tween, were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe, 
referred  to  a  aelect  committee         -        -      30 

Kerr,  Joeeph,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Ohio,  in  place  of  Thomas  Worth- 
ington,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials, 
and  took  his  seat 143 

Kidd,  Robert,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 168 

an  adverse  report  thereon,  agreed  to  -        -    383 

King,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  President's  veto  of 

the  Bank  bill 308 

L. 
Ladd,  Benjamin  W.,  and  others,  Mr.  Worthing- 

ton  presented  the  petition  o^  referred     -  '    46 
the  committee  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation thereof         .....    883 
Lamb,  James,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition 

o^  referred    -    • 363 

the  committee  disdiarged  from  the  consider- 

ation-thereof 879 

LamlMtt,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared  and 

tookhias^t  -        -       •       -       -311 


Pai» 
Lancaster,.  PennsyWania*  Mr.  Roberts  prseented 
reeolutions  of  the  buigeosee  oi;  pledging 
themseWea  to  provide  suitable  aooommo- 
dations  lor  Congress,  in  case  of  removal 
fi^m  Washington  .....  18 
Land  ibr  the  uae  of  the  United  Stalea,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representativea  to  an* 
thoriae  the  purchase  ofa  tract  of   •        -    188 

read  a  firat  time 184 

read  a  second  time,  and  rafenred  -    186 

reported  with  an  amendment     ...    189 
kmendmeqt  diaagreed  to,  and  hill  oidared  to 
a  third  reading      .....    337 

'  read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...    338 
Landaia,  Peter,  a  letter  from,  with  a  representa- 
tion of  bis  claim,  refened       -       -        -      39 
a  bailor  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -    376 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed    380 
Land  lUles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
ativee,  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of,  in  Louisiana  and  Mis- 
souri, read     ......    370 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred                  .    373 
feported  without  amendment,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed 378 

Law,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Bibb  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  •        •        -        -    844 
'  committee  disdiarged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  361 

Laws  of  the  United  Statea,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  authorize  the  pub- 
lication  of  the,  within  the  Territories,  read      45- 

read  a  second  time 47 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -      48 

Mr.  Brown  submitted  a  resolution,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  members  copies  of  the, 
as  soon  as  printed,  read  -  .    378 

read  a  second  time 380 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...    333 
Lee,  the  Rev.  Jesse,  election  of,  as  Chaplain     *      19 
Leiper,  Thomas,  the  President  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  from,  in  behalf  of  the  City 
Council  of  Philadelphia,  proffering  accom- 
modations to  Congress,  ice   .        ^        .      19 
Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Croidsborougb,  a  joint 

committee  on  the,  was  appointed    •        -      18 
a  bill  to  proTide  a  room  for  the,  lately  pur- 
chased from  Thomas  Jefferson,  read        •    363 

read  a  second  time 369 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    363 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    367 
Loan,  a,  not  exceeding  three  millions,  a  bill 
feom  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to  au- 
thorize, twice  read,  and  referred      -        -      36 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -      36 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -      87 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      88 
the  House  of  Representatives  diaagreed  to 

the  amendments    .....      44 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference  44 

modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to  -        -      46 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
supplemental  to  the  acts  authorizing  a,  for 
the  several  sums  of  twenty-five,  and  of 
three,  millions,  read        ....     133 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        -    134 
reported  with  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      .....    133 
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Mftd  a  thiid  time,  t&d  paMed  M  amended  •  184 
a  bill  firom  the  Hones  of  RepMaentativea,  to 

aatboriie  a«  read  three  timea,  and  paaaed  S91 
Lotteriee,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Repreaenta*- 

tiTea,  laying  a  duty  on,  read  -        -        -  284 

read  a  aeeoad  time,  and  referred        -       -  MS 

reported  without  amendment     -       -        -  200 

indefinitely  poatponed        -        •       •        -  268 

Lyman,  Justin  and  Eiiaa,  Mr.  Robinaon  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  •  •  .  .  266 
committee  dischaxged  from  the  fhrther  oen- 

aideration  thereof 270 

M. 

Macpmb,  Brigadier  General,  a  leeolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatifes,  ezpreasiTe 
of  the  sense  of  Congress  6f  the  gaUantiy, 
&«.,  of>  twice  read,  and  refened      •        •      28 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended        .        .      29 
(fiee  Broum,  Muuor  General.) 
Mail,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Dariington,  South  Caroli- 
na, praying  an  alteration  in  the  conTey- 
anoe  of  the,  through  their  district   -        -    185 
Malcom,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Varnum  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(  referred        -        -    244 
committee  discharged  from  the  ihrther  con- 
sideration thereof  •        -        -        -   ,    -    252 
Manuiactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to^waa  xf - 
£9rred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        .    258 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
manufacturers  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
protection  for  their,  referred  to  same  com- 
mittee   272 

committee  dischaiged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  Message  in  relation  to  --   285 
committee  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial      ...    286 
Martin,  Edward,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        •        -        •        .    233 
a  hill  to  discharge  froii  imprieonmeol,  Mad    251 
TCAd  a  second  time    -        .        .        ...    254 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .    259 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    261 
Mason,  .Jeremiah,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat    -      21 
speech  o^DU  the  Militia  bill       •        -    ...     77 
Message,  the  President's  annual        -        .        -      12 
fiTe  hundred  copies  ordered  tp  be  printed  -      15 
Messengers  and  Servants  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  La^ 
cock  submitted  a  resolution  to  fix  the 
compensation  of  the,  which  was  read      -    279 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 280 

read  a  tlurd  time,  and  passed     •       -        .    283 
'  Midshipmen,  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  a  number  of,  remon- 
strating against  the  appointment  of  Sail- 
ingmasters  to  be  Lieutenants,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  thereof   -    293 
Military  Academies,  Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  a 
resolution,  instructing  the  Military  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  an  additional  number  of       -      36 
Military  Afiairs,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, that  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee      16 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -      17 


Military  Establiahment,  Mr:  8i&idi  aAnittod  1 

resoliition  to  reduce  the       -    •     •  M 
which  waa  agreed  to,  and  a  eonnBitM  ip- 

pointed  ^SS 

a  bill  to  repeal  certun  acts  tfacmo  mcDlui- 

ed,  read  - 353 

read  a  second  time 157 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       •     •     •  SQ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •   .  •     .  tfi 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepraoiutJTti, 
making  appropriations  fer  lOjiport  of  ie, 
read  twice,  and  referred       -     -    •  SS 
reported   with  amendments,  read  1  tUni 
time,  and  pasaed  as  amended      •    •  !% 
Military  Laws,  Sec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gila,«- 
dered  that  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Sentte 
cause  to   be  procured  and  defiwtd  to 
eachmember  of  the  Senates  copy  of  tk   S 
Military  ^eace  Batablishment,  a  hill  fiom  the 
House  of  Repreaentattres  fixing  the,  nidi, 

and  referred * 

reported  with  amendmenti       .     •     •  S8< 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ai  tncBded  •  SSi 
the  Htottse  of  Representatives  dinpee  to 
the  amendments    '       -      .     •     -  91 

the  Senate  insist ^ 

the   House  of  R^iresenUtini  ibo  raaA, 
and  ask  a  conference,  to  which  ^  ^  ^ 
ate  ^gree       -       -  ,^ 

a  compromise  agreed  upon      .     •    •  »* 
Militia,  Mr.  WofthingtonsubmitHdinaiaiBB 
referring  so  much  of  the  ]b«(P  *^ 
lates  tothe,toaselecteoniJDittee-    •   ><> 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  end  s  eoBBittee 
ai^inted      -    .    -       •      \  '  J 
the  comnttttee  dischaiged  few  tbeiiiit&ir 
consideration  of  the  sulgsct  -     -J 
Mr.  German  submitted  a  resolDtioni«ip«»   ^ 
ing  the  daasification  of  the  *     '    '  ^ 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  sppantw     • 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  dlopn 
the  States  and  Tcrritoriei  /ur  tharff-   ^ 
spective  quotas  of,  read  •      '     '    ,   S9 
read  a  second  time    -       '    .'^'     .   91 
amended,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  -     '    ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  rpading.       *  '  jd^ 

read  a  third  fimey  and  pesMd    -     "     ' 
returned  from  the  House  of  KepreeeDtaUw  ^^ 
with  amendments  -       '    . '     '     .  130 
referred  to  the  Military  Committer   -        jjj 

said  committee  recommend  f^^ff^*. 
the  Senate  agree  to  some,  end  (WP**      jjj 

other  amendments  -  .'  ..'iht 
the  House  of  RepiesentatiYei  f^Jf  " 

amendments  dissgreed  to,  end  art  t«»   ^^ 

ference-  -  -  ;  '  :„♦  miai- 
the  Senate  agree  to  it,  and  appomt  d»»»    ^35 

gers      -        -        -       •      '     ,     .  189 
report  of  aaid  managen    -      '      '     .  14! 
bill  indefinitely  pos^nsd        •      V^ 
Mr.  Varnum  submitted  a  nt^^^  7^  Ul 

ing  a  call  on  the  States  for  -^ 
amended  and  agreed  to,  and  commitl^-*:  lH 

saff'2^ttee"reported  the  ii^«"^  i58 

of  the  measure  "    .  '  ^.^-rfi^^    ,, 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resflJotianre^  jgj 

field  officers  of      - 
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a  bill  Goneeming  field  oflleera  of,  read         •*    176 

read  a  iecond  time 178 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  •     186 

I         read  a  third  time,  and  pueed     ...    187 
a  bin  to  autliorize  a  detachment  from  thei 

read 308 

read  a  eecond  time S07 

iodeftnitely  postponed        ....    364 
a  bill  from  the  Hooee  of  RepreaentatiYea  to 
aathorize  the  Plreaidcnt  to  reoei^  certain 
eorpa  into  Mrrice  in  lien  of,  read    -        -    316 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -    838 

reported  withoat  amendment  ...  338 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  -  888 
reported  widioiit  amendment,  and  indieft- 

nitely  postponed 868 

a  bill  to  aothoriie  the  settlement  of  certain 
claims  Ibr  the  serrices  of,  read  -    880 

^  read  a  second  timo 388 

^  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    848 

^  read  a  third  time,  and  passed     :        .        .    360 

^  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of'  Representatives 

T*  making  provision  fyt  clothing  the   -        -    386 

^'  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -    387 

"  read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    346 

!  lepuited  with  amendments         ...    849 

■'  indoilnitaly  postponed        ....    368 

I  a  report  on  the  ffifierences  of  opinion  be- 

tween the  EzecutlTeof  the  United  States 
and  the  aathorities  of  some  of  the  States 
respecting  their  relativo  powers  over  the    848 
I     Miller,  Brigmdiet  €leneral,  a  resolution  from  the 
I  House  of  RepresentatiTes  expressing  the 

I  iense  of  Congress  of  the  gdlantry,  dtc, 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred     ...      38 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  nnanimonslv  as  amended      89 
(See  Browftt  Mafor  General) 

Mint,  the  President  transmitted  the  aaanal  re- 
port of  the  Birector  of  the     -        -        <    164 
Mississippi  Territory,  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
latttxe  of,  pcajing  for  an  additional  jaoge, 
referred         ......     183 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
same,  praying  confirmatton  of  titlsa  to 
certain  lands,  referred    • 
another  memorial  of  the  same,  pricing  au- 
thority to  form  a  convention,  dbc   - 
another,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained in  the  Creek  war        ... 
another,  praying  that  the  power  to  lease  out 
the  lands  set  apart  for  schools  may  be 
vested  in  said  Legislatare 
another,  praying  the  remission  of  interest  on 
.lands  purchased,  dtc     •        -        -^     - 
the  sevenl  petitionB  refoned  to  a  committee 
a  resolution  from  the  Legislatore  o4  tender- 
ing their  support  to  Goveminent 
a  hiU  for  quieting  and  adjusting  dfims  to 

land  in,  read 337 

read  a  second  time 338 

consideration  poe^ned    ...     360,  366 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    367 
a  bill  suppUunentary  to  the  act  for  indemuip 
fication  of  certain  claimants  to  land  in, 

read 368 

read  a  second  time 387 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    868 
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read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    878 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ' 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        .    880 

N- 

Kational  Bank,  the  petition  of  Clarkson,  and 
others,  praying  the  establishment  of  a» 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  -      34 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  sobscribers  to  i^ 

read 119 

read  a  second  time 180 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     138 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     136 
Mr.  King  presented  a  petition  from  the 
banks  in  New  York,  remonstrating  against 
the  incorporation  of  a,  read    ...     130 
the  bill,  passed  as  above,  returned  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  amend- 
ments, and  referred        -        .        -        -    184 
reported  with  various  amendments  to  the 

amendments 186 

the  Senate  agreed  to  some,  tnd  disagreed  to 

others  of  the  House's  amendments  -  188 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  the  same  178 
the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement  177 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  returned 

it  with  objections 189 

Hill  read,  and  reconsidered         -        -        -    191 
r^ected  on  the  question  of  passage    -        -    314 
Naval  Afiairs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait,  a  select 

committee  was  appointed  on  •        -        .       18 
Norval  Establishment,  a  biii  concerning  the,  read    378 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  thiid 

reading  - 380 

read  a  thud  time,  and  passed     ...    388 
Naval  OAeen>  a  bill  foe  the  appointaent  ef  «Br^ 

tain,  therein  mentioned,  ( Adminle,)  rattl     181 

read  a  second  time 188 

rend  a  third  time,  and  i^Mad    -  -    137 

Naval  Rank,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  resolutions 

oeiAeming 88 

refoned  to  the  Committee  on  Navel  Al&irs      89 
report  of  said  committee  thereon        -        -    118 
Naval  School,  Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  a  resolution 

concerning  a         .....    160 
a^Tced  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -    161 
said  committee  dincbarged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject         ...    39S 

Navigation  PrivilegBs»  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dauf 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  eonaider 
what»  shoold  be  second  by  law  to  cit- 

ixens,dbc. 364 

a  bill  to  establish  a  system  o(  read     -       -    866 

read  a  second  time 879 

indefinitely  poftponed       ....    880 
Navy,  on  motion  of  Ms.  Tait,  sundry  resolutions 
were  adopted  directing  the  SecreCaiy  of 
the,  to  report  next,  at  session,  aeystaa  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  same    -        -    879 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  support  of  the, 
twice  read  and  referred  ....    886 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    886 
Navy  Commissioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the,  to  ap- 
pomt  clerks,  read  a  thbd  time,  and  passed    888 
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fSmrj  Deputment,  Mr.  Fromentin  lubmitted  a 
reaolation  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Nayal  Affairs  to  inquire  what  has  pre- 
vented a  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  March  last,  directing  the  Secretarj  of 
the  NaTy  to  devise  and  digest  a  system  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  -        -      36 

the  digest  referred  to,  reported,  and  Mr« 

Fromentin  withdrew  his  resolution         -      46 
the  report  of  the  Secretary,  as  ordered  to  be 

printed 48 

Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  oonceming  .  ^ 

the  contingent  expenses  of  the        -        -     188 
a  report  from  the  Secretary,  of  expenditures 

dtc,  in  the 161 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  alter  and  amend  the  laws  establishing  a     178 

read  a  first  time 180 

read  a  second  time,  and  refened        -        -     181 
reported  with  amendment  ...    186 

oraered  to  a  third  reading         ...    816 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    838 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
directing  the  manner  of  contracts,  dtc,  in 

the 179 

read  a  first  time 180 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -     181 
reported  without  amendment     ...    887 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    S33 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  reported  that  if  was  inexpedient' 
to  alter  the  laws  concerning  the      -        •     183 
■aid  report  concurred  in    -                -        -    186 
Navy  Yards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yamum,  the  Sec* 
retary  of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  lay 
before  the  Senate  an  account  of  the  dis- 
banem«nt  of  public  moneys  at  the  seve- 
ral, respectively     .....     186 
Negroes,  traffic  in,  by  the  enemy,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Goldsboroogfa,  the  Pieddent  of  the    . 
United  States  was  requested  to  lay  before 
the  Senate  the  proof,  if  any,  of  a,  alluded 
to  in  the  instructions  to  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries   31 

Negroes  Captured,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent, in  relation  to  the  sale  of,  by  the 
onemy,  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed   -    888 
documents  accompanying  the  said  Message    889 
Newspapen,  the  usual  order  taken  to  furnish  to 

the  members  -        -        -        -        -       1 1 

New  York,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives supplemental  to  the  act  for  the  bet^ 
ter  organization  of  the  Courts  of,  read   -    868 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    860 
reported  vrhh  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 377 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    379 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Mayor,  dec,  of,  praying  reimbussemMit 

of  certain  sums  advanced  and  expend^ 

in  defence  of  the  third  military  district, 

referred 876 

Nimmo,  Henry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  the 

petition  of,  was  referred  to  a  committee  -     118 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -     179 

read  a  second  time 180 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  ,      -        -     181 
Kotea.of  Banks,  Bankers,  dec    (See  Qirard, 
St^hen.) 


O.  P191. 

Oliver,  Robert, and  John,  Mr.  Smith  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         -        -        -    S7f 

committee  discharged  from  eonnderatiM  of 
the  subject    -        -        -         -        -      -    J© 

Ordnance  Department^  a  bill  from  tke  Boom  sf 
RepreaenUtives  for  the  better  rcgrolaitisn 

ofthe m 

twice  TtmA  and  referred      -         -  -   171 

reported  with  jamendmenta  -  in 

considered  and  recommitted       -  -  KB 

again  reported'wilh  amcndmeiite,  end  onler- 

ed  to  a  third  reading      -        -        -        -  SIS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  mm  amended  -  18 
Otis,  Samuel  A.,  late  Secietarx  of  the  Seaete, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Gore,  n  reaoloiioB  was 
unantmottsiT  passed,  testii^uif  tha  napect 
ofthe  Senate  for  the  memory  of     -        -    S 
Mr.  Lacock  snbmitted  a  reeolntMm  nntfaor- 
iatng  the  Secretery  to  pay  the  fimeral  es- 
penses,  read  twice  - .      -        -        -    % 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        *        •     X 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        .        .     17 


PottersoB.Commodore,!).  T.,Mr.  Tait  sabmit- 

ted  a  resolution  complimentaiy  oC  read  -    W 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        •*        •    S9S 
read  a  third  time,. and  passed  nnanTmonslj    819 
Peace  with  Great  Britain,  the  PresidsBt  Crsia^ 
mitted  oommunicatioosfron  the  Fbotpo- 
tentiaries  charged  with  ncgutiafittg  tcnoa 
o(  read  and  oidered  to  ba  pnaied  -        -      84 
the  President  also  transmitted  oopiea  oC  tha 
instructions  to  the  said  Plenipotentiarks, 
which  wore  reforred        ....     87 
Peacock  and  Epervier,  a  resolution  ezpreasive  of 
the  sense  of  Congress  ofthe  victory  obtain- 
ed by  the  former  over  the  latter  veeeel,  read     81 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  pessed 
nnanimousty  -        -        -     91 

Penalties  and  Forfeitures,  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  reported  a  reeolntin 
that  it  was  inexpedient  to  make  piovaasB 
to  release  from,  read  -  -  -  >  STf 
the  resolution  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  SG 
Perkins,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of    •         -         «        .    179 

read  a  first  time 190 

read  a  second  time^  and  referred  -        -    IVl 

reported  without  amendment      -         .        >   fl9 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .        -    SS3 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         .        .   tX 
Porter,  Brigadier  Generd,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives   ezpreaeive  ef 
the  sense  of  Congress  ef  the  ^allantix, 
dec,  of,  read  twice,  and  referred       -        -     U 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  seooed 
and  third  time,  and  passed  nnanimoosly      IS 
(See  Brown,  Mafor  General.) 
Postmaster  General,  the  President  tmnsmitted 

a  report  from  the    -        -         .         .        .87$ 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  addition  to  the  act 
regulating  the        -        -         .         .        .    tf 
twice  read         ...         .         .         .   jgs 

reforred  to  a  committee      -         .         .        .  20 
reported  without  amendment      -  .  fiO 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .    tft 

read  a  third  time,  and  ptaeed  .      -    861 
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Poit  Offices,  Mr.  Hortej  rabmitled  a  iMolvtaon 

GOnoerniBf  >  6lc.     .        .        .        •        •    ISI 

read,  and  agraed  to 12S 

recontidered,  and  reieinded        -        -        •     130 
ano4her  on  the  eame  subjeet  agreed  to        •    Id^ 
Ftot  Roade,  Mr.  TayWr  prewntod  the  petilioB  of 
certain  citisens  of  Cheetorfield«  Kwih^w, 
and  Lancaster,  8.  C,  and  county  of  An* 
SOB,  N.  C,  praying  the  establishment  of    . 
certain  ------.20 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatime  to 

alter  and  estoblbh  ceitain,  read      -        -    868 
reed  a  second  time,  and  xefened  «    MO 

reported  with  amendmente        .        -        •    269 
ordeied  to  a  third  reading  •       -        •       .    874 
read  a  third  time^  and  pessed  amended        - '  874 
Mr.  Moriow  presented  snndry  petttions  fet 
eetablishsfieBt  of,  referred        •       •        •    860 
^re^emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent 
atiTcs  giving  the  right  of,  to  oettain  pnr- 

chasen»  read 808 

read  a  second  time,  and  relened  '  •  807 
reported  with  amendmente  ...  945 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  •  869 
read  a  third  time,,  and  psesed  as  amended  -  361 
President  of  the  United  Stetes,  a  joint  committee 

appointed  to  wait  on  the         ...      10 
a  letter  from  the,  informing  the  Senate  that 
apartmente  had  been  provided  for  them  in 
the  Post  Office  building  ...       10 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiyes  appointing  a  committee  to  wait 
on  the,  concurred  in,  and  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate   -        -    399 
report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -    800 
Prise  Money,  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  distribution  of,  to  the 
officers  and  crews  of  the  ▼essels  author- 
ixed  to  be  built  or  purchased  -        -        -in 
referred  to  the  Naval  Committee        -        -    118 
Proefama^n,  the  President's,  convening  Con- 

greas 9 

Fkoperty  Lost  or  Destroyed,  a  bill  from  the 
fiouee  of  Representetives  to  authorize  pay- 
ment for,  read        .....    308 

read  a  second  time 207 

referred  to  a  committee  ....  214 
reported  with  amendmente  -  -  -  281 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  292 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  and 

disagree 298 

bill  indefinitely  postponed         ...    299 
Public  Buildings,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the,  read         -     160 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        .        .     168 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    222 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    223 
Purchasers  of  Public   Lands,  a  bill  from   the 
House  of  Representetives  giving  further 
time  to,  read  .....     170 

read  a  second  time  and  referred  -        -     171 

reported  without  amendment  ...  186 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  188  , 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -     191 


Qaerum,  an  interchange  of  messages  relating 

to  a 10,11 


R.  Pag*. 

Rangeri,  a  bill  from  <he  House  of  Repreeenta- 
tives  to  authorise  the  President  to  raise 
certain  companies  of      -        -        •        -    170 
read,  and  referred      .....    I71 
reported  with  amendments,  and  read  a  see* 

ond  time 268 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding  ...    261 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    267 
Rappleyea,  Mary.   (See  Barkdow,  Farnngian.) 
Raasons»Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
qussting  the  President  to  cause  to  be 
stated  Sktf  which  prevented  the  commu- 
nication of  information  heretofore  asked 

for -        -    166 

the  resolution  negatived    -        .        .        .    iTf 
Registers  of  Army  and  Navy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bledsoe,  ordered  that  each  member  be 
Inmished  wiUi  a  eopy,  leepeetively,  of  the      17 
Reindeer,  Sloop^f-war.  (See  BkJteUy,  Ciq^t.  J.) 
Relief  of  Siek  and  IHsdiled  Seamen,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
purchases,  dbc  made  by  ooUeetors  of  cue* 
toms  for,  read        .        -        .        .        •    226 
Renner,  Daniel,  and  N.  Heath,  Mr.  Vamum 

preeented  the  petition  of,  referred  -     129 

Reeerved  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House 
«f  Repreeentaitvee  regulating  tfaeaale  of, 

read 170 

read  a  second  time«  and  referred         -        -    171 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        .    248 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...    261 
Restrictions  on   Commercial    Intercourse^  Mr. 

Dana  submitted  a  resolution  coneerntng     246 

agreed  to 260 

Retailers,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives supplementary  to  the  act  con- 
cerning, read         -        .        .        .        .    170 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    171 
reported  with  amendmente         ...    18O 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    186 
read  a  third  time,  end  passed  as  amended  •    187 
Retaliation,  report  of  the  Committee  on  Poreign 
delations  on  the  subject  of,  aceompanM 
with  sundry  documente         ...    294 
Rerenue,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury,  with  sundry  statemente  exhibiting  a 

view  of  the,  read 224 

Mr.  Chace  submitted  a  resolution,  respecting 
the  collection  of  the        -        -        -        -    271 
Richards  and  Mallory,  a  letter  from,  offering  the 

use  of  their  books  to  Congress,       -        -      20 
Ripley,  Brigadier  General,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry  dec  of^ 
twice  read,  and  referred  -        -        -      28 

reported  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  unanimously        -        -        -        -      29 
(See  Browrif  Mo^or  Generai,) 
Roberts,  Jonathan,  the  credentials  o^  as  a  Sen- 
ator appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  six  years,  from  the  4th  March 
next,  were  read  and  filed  -        -     132 

Robinson,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  .        -        -    166 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    166 
reported  without  amendment     ...    170 
read  a  third  time,  and  paved  -    ITS 
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269 
«70 

874 
277 


186 


141 


.     168 


-     181 


BoM»  Anthony  B*,  a  biU  from  Ui«  Homeof  Rep- 

lesentotivM  aothoiizing  ike  diacbadrga  ol^ 

firom  imprisonment,  reaid         .        .        • 

read  a  second  time  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  negatived 

Sabbath,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  sundry  petitions 

from  ConnectieQt,  rem<mstrating  againeC 

the  transportation  of  mails  on  the,  refiBrred 

Mr.  Thompson  presented  similar  petitions 

from  New  Hampshire    -        -        -      196, 178 
Mr.  Morrow  presented  similar  petitions  from 

Ohio     - 

Mr,  Gore  presented  similar  petitions  from 
the  District  of  Maine      .... 

Mr.  Mason  presented  similar  peUtioBe  horn 

the  town  of  Hollis,  New  Hampsbsre 
report  from  &e  oommittae  on  thbee  petilioiK^ 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  ginat  the  prayer 
eontaincd  in  Uiem .        •        -        -        • 
the  report  concurred  in      -        -        . 
Mr.  Wharton  presented  a  petition  of  the 
same  nature  from  Tenneasee^  read  - 
Sales  al  Avction,  dbc,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
BeptwMnUtivee^  layiofr  dttties  on,  re^ 
twice,  and  referred  -        - 

repoited  with  amendments         .        .        * 
oidered  to  a  third  rsading  with  the  attMnd* 
ments    ------- 

read  a  third  timst,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

the  House  of  Representotives  agree  to  all 

the  amendments  except  one,  from  which 

the  Senate  receded         .... 

Saltus,  Son,  and  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Houae 
of  Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  refinrred 
retorted  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  pnssed     ^        .        . 
Sands,  Joshua,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  oC;  read    -        -        . 
read  a  second  time,  and  relerred 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        - 
Savage,  James,  and  others,  abiQ  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred 269 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

■to  a  third  reading 

read  a  th\td  time,  and  paned    ... 
Schools  in  Mississippi  Tenitory,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Bibb,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropria- 
ting the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of,     - 
a  bill  to  provide  for  leasing  said  lands,  read 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ^        ... 
re*d  a  third  tame,  and  pitfsed    .        •       . 

Scott,  Major  General,  a  resolution  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  Congress  of  the  gallantry  dte.  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred 28 

.  reported  with  amendments,  read   a  tfaird 

time,  and  passed  unanimously        -        -      29 
(See  Brot&n,  Mqfor  GeneiaL) 


Pin. 
8earey,Jereiriah,  th»petilionof,wiaRid    ,% 
Secrecy,  the  injunction  of,  on  the  pfooMdiagiiB 
relation  to  Algerine  cruisers,  wi%  «  si. 
tion  of  Mr.  Dana,  resMved    -     -    .  a(} 
Seeretaiy  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  BMne  nMei 

arsaolutienfortheelsetisBefa    .     .  % 
whkh  vras  agreed  to        -      -     •    *  tl 
(See  Cii#te,  Chmki.) 
Senate,  meotkiff  of  the  tUrd  sssmd,  thbteciih 

Congress,  of  the | 

list  of  Membeie  present  OB  that  oecMoi  •    { 

adjournment  ofthe,sme  die    .     .     .  Jm 

Sngeant-atpArms,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lsnck,! 

committee  was  appointsd  tsufiiniotB 

the  expediency  of  itterBHisftheMlii^rf 

the S^ 

abiMtotiMteflbet  vsportsdfSiidmi     -M 
read  a  seoond  time,  and  oidetsd  tot  tkU 


186 
187 

298 


119 
127 

128 
180 


132 

215 
222 

248 
246 

258 
260 
268 
266 
271 


277 
280 


120 
135 
186 
189 
141 


read  •  third  time,  and  ptMsd   •     -     .  83 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepcMlilini 
with  amendments,  and  ooaeamd  in     .  381 
Sewall,  Robert,  Mr.  Daggett  pmnted  the  me- 
morial of,  read       MB 

gfliane,  Anthony,  a  bfll  from  the  Hoon  tf  Re^ 
resentatives  granting  and  leemiiig  to,the 
right  of  the  United  Btatcstoatnctoflud 

in  Ohio,  read         iSJ 

read  a  second  time,  and  nkmi    •    •  tM 
reported  without  amendiMDt  -     •    •  U7 
Offered  to  a  third  reading  •     ...  MI 
read  a  third  time,  and  psned   •     >    .  V( 
Shinnich,  Jacob,  andothers,  abiDiiontbeRMtt 
of  Representatives  for  relief  oi;iead 
read  a  Aird  time,  and  referred  •     • 
committee  discharged,  and  petition  refenw 
to  another  committee    -      •     *     • 
reported  without  amendment   • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       •     •     • 
read  a  third  time,  and  paved  •     • 
Sholtz  and  Vogeler.    (See  neit  abote) 
Simpson,  Tobias,  donsSion  (o,  for  his  exemov 

to  save  the  public  property  •  •  •  JJ 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  oomnrimofienrfw  » 
SmHh,Sam&el,  of  Maryland,  appeared  Bid  took 

hisseat * 

speech  of,  en  the  bill  conceraiiig  touMP 

duties 

Smith,  Isaac  and  Bretton  Caldwell,  a  MI  fi«" 

the  House  of  ReprefenUtivee  for  rehef of  J 


16S 

m 

m 
n 

n\ 
sn 


read  a  flret  time 

read  a  seoond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading - 

reada  third  time,  and  pawed    - 

had  leave  to  withdrew  their  ptpen  •     * 

Spirits  distilled  within  the  United  Stttai,  ij^ 
from  the  House  of  Representatiw  m^ 
duties  on,  read      -       - 
read  a  second  time    •       -      '     '    ' 
referred  to  a  select  cominittee   • 
reported  with  amendments      •      • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •b^' 
the  House  of  RepresenUtives  agree  »»«<»;  ^ 

the  Senate  insis^  and  ask  a  eenfertaftjn 
which  is  granted   -       -       -^     '    ,  iji 
report  of  the  managers  concurred  »  • 
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Page. 
Spriggy  Thoaui «  bill  6om  tba  Hoiu«  o£  U^ 

menUtivM  for  relief  of,  reed  •        •    S68 

reed  a  eeoond  time,  end  refeized  -    S70 

reported  without  emwidAeDt,  leed  a  thiid 

time,  end  peeeed S81 

Steinbeck,  Xattlebury  £.,  end  otbere,  Mr.Oilee 

preeented  the  petition  o^  leferred   -       •    161 
s9|endingRule«>  Mr.Biedioe  moved  for  e  Gomnit- 

tee  to  reviee  the     •        -        -        •        •      16 
motion  negatived       .....      81 
StetioneiT,  Printing,  dU^  Mr.  Bi^gett,  enbmit- 
ted  a  reeoltttion  oonceming  the  expeneee 

of;  reed 188 

lead  a  eecond  tine,  and  ordeired  tea  Uiird 

reading 139 

feed  a  third  time  end  peeeed,  and  a  conuDiU 

tee  appointed 148 

a  teeolution  to  advertiee  propoeels  k^^  re- 
port^ and  reed 276 

read  a  eecond  tine,  and  prdeied  to  a  thbrd 

reading  -        -   .    -        -        -    276 

reed  a  third  time,  and  paieed    ...    379 
.)Cttephe^^eon«  George  P.,  end  otheri,  Mr.  South 

preeented  the  petition  of,  refeorred   -        •      99 
the  committee  diecharged  from  further  cpn- 

■ideretion  of  it 393 

ililone^  Devid,  of  North  Ceroline,  fippeared  and 

took  hie  eeat  .-----      W 

rftificege,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repieeenta- 
tivce  further  to  extend  the  right  of,  in 
Mieeiaiippi  Territory,  reed      -       -        -      34 
reed  e  eecond  time,  end  referred        •        •      36 
nenerted  without  amendment     ...      37 
oidered  to  a  third  reeding  ...        -      39 
xeed  a  third  time,  end  peieed     •        -        •      30 
T. 
*  Talbot,  leham,  appointed  a  Senetor  by  the  Legie- 
lature  of  Kentueky,  in  piece  of  Jeeee  Bled- 
eoe,  reeigned,  produced  hie  eredentieli,  dec     307 
Ta^ppan,  Arthur.    (See  Froihingham,  John,) 
Tajlor,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  eppeared,  end 

took  hie  eeet  ------      18 

Tmnkon,Semuel.    (See  Guy,  jflfeMo^.) 
Theiriuigivtng,  a  ^nt  reeolntkn  from  the  Houee 
of  Repreeentativee  requeeting  the  Preei- 
dent  to  reeommend  a  day  of.  Mad  thiae 

timee,  and  peeeed 378 

'^Vhompeon,  Thomee  W.,  appointed  a  Senator 
^  the  Legklatttre  of  New  Hampelilee,  in 
place  of  Niehelee  Oilman,  deceaeed,  pro- 
duced hie  credentiahi,  dbe.      ...      10 

•fTodd,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  Houee  of  Repre- 

eentativee  for  the  relief  of,  reed  •    393 

read  aeecond  time,  end  indefinitely  poetponed    303 

Tonnage  Dutiee,  a  bill  concerning,  read   -       -    363 

read  e  eecond  time    .        -        -        -        -    367 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding  -        -        -        -    366 

read  a  third  time,  and  peeeed     -        -        •367 
Toole  et  the  Navy  Yerd,  a  bill  kpt  the  reKtf  of 
sundry  persons  who  euffered  by  the  de- 
struction of  their,  read    ...        -    378 
read  a  eeoond  time,  end  ordeeed  to  a  thitd 
reeding  ------    383 

read  a  third  time,  and  paesed     -        •       -    386 
'Trading  Housee  with  Indien  Tribee,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Morrow,  a  committee  wee  eppointed 
to  infuiro  whether  the  act  foroetahiiehing, 
ought  to  be  contintted  in  firoe  -    346 


Txading  Housee  with  Indiana— oettlinued.  9lliP« 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  seid  act,  ,r^  360 

read  a  second  time 364 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •  360 

load  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -  361 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        •  366 

read  a  third  time,  and  peeeed     -        -        -  3T3 
Treaeurer,  the  Preeident  Iranemitted  the^enerel 

eccount  of  the 368 

Treesury,  ennnal  reportof  the  Secretaiy  of  the  -  19 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre-  * 

eenutivee  to  authorize  the  iseue  o(  read  -  883 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •  386 

reported  with  amendments                 -       -  346 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  306 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  358 
Treety  of  Peace,  a  Message  from  the  Preeident 
communicating  information  that  a,  had 

been  eigned  at  Ghent     -       -       -       .  366 
five  hundred  copiee  of  the  Meesage  ordered 

to  be  printed-        ...        -        -  366 
Turner,  Samuel,  jr.,  it  wae  reeolved  tha^  act  as 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  until  one  shall  be 

appointed 10 

U. 

Uniform  Militia,  a  bill  further  in  addition  to  the 

act  for  establishiqg  a,  read     -        -        •      40 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        •      43 
indeftnitely  postponed        -        -        -        -  .  U9 
Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  the  President,  Direc- 
tors, dbc,  of  the,  had  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition,  presented  at  last  session    -      10 
Unproductive  Post  Roads,  a  report  fVom  the  Post- 
master General  on  the  subject  of    -        -    383 


yamum,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize 

the  Preeident  to  call  on  the  States  for  their 

reepective  quotas  of  militia     -       •        - 

Vieesele,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Preeident  to  cause 

to  be  built  or  purchased  the»therein.men- 

tioned»rQad 

read  a  eecond  time    -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paesed     -        -        - 

returned  from  the  House  of  Repreeentativee 

wiUi  en  amendment      .       •       .       • 

the  amendment  vres  not  egreed  to     -        - 

the  Houee  of  Repreeentativee  insMt,  and  ask 

a  oonmrenoe  ...--- 

tiio  Senate  agree,  and  appoint  manegoss    - 

modificatione  repotted,  and  accepted  - 

captured  on  Lake  Champlatn,  a  bin  from  the 

House  of  Repreeentativee  aulkeiiaing  the 

purchase  of  the,  read  three  timee,  and 


Vees^b  of  War  on  Lake  Ctelerio,  Mr.  Hnater 
submitted  a  reeolntion  oonceming  the  • 
indefinitely  poetponed  .... 
Veterinary  Suneons,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robofts, 
the  Militeiy  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expedienoy  of  proved* 
ing  for  the  appointment  of  a  number  of, 

forthoAnny 

report  of  inozpedieDoy       .... 
report  concurred  in   - 
Vice  PMeidmUof  the  United  States,  the  dea^of 
the,  announced,  and  prmcoedinga  IhitttOB 
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83 
88 
84 
86 
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48 
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188 
186 


380 
386 

100 
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Vice  Prerident,  detth  of— eontinaed.  Page. 

Mr.  Gore  labmitted  a  motion  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate  be  instructed  to  pay 

the  funeral  expenses  of  the  late,  read  -  182 
tead  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 183 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  134 
Yincennes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives giving  further  time  to  locate  certain 

claims  to  land  in  the  district  of,  read       -  133 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  133 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 184 

read  a  third  time»  and  passed  as  amended  -  136 
Virginia  MiliUiy  Land  Warrants,  Mr.  Worth- 

ington  submitted  a  resolution  concerning  83 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 

the  Indiana  memorial  -  .  -  -  34 
a  bill  further  extending  the  time  for  locating, 

read »8 

read  a  second  time 39 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        -  30 
Vhrginia  Bounty  Lands,  Mr.  Morrow  submitted 

« resolution  concerning           -        -        -  149 
a  bill  giving  further  tioM  to  complete  sur- 
veys, dtc.,  read 1^9 

read  a  second  time IM 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  167 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        .        *  168 
Volunteers,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 

accept  the  services  of      -        -        -        -  133 

read  a  first  time 133 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  134 

reported  with  amendments         ...  146 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  761 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  163 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repreeeotatives 

with  amendments 166 

the  Senate  agreed  and  disagreed         -        -  167 
both  Houses  insist,  and  a  conference  ap- 

,     pointed          .-----  173 

report  of  the  managers       -        -        -        -  177 

the  Senate  concurred  with  an  amendment  -  176 

the  House  of  RepresentativeB  agreed  -        -  179 

W. 

Walker,  George»  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  Kentucky,  in  place  of  George 
M.  Bibb,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials,^.         33 

Walter  and  Miller,  and  others,  Mr.  Gore  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  refinxed         -        -    377 
eommitlee  discharged,  dec         ...    373 
War  Department,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary 

ofthe 367 

Wnrington,  Captain,  a  resolution  expressive  of 
&e  aense  of  Congress  relative  to  the  naval 
victory  obtained  by,  unanimously  passed  36 
Washington,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution 
lor  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state 
•f  preparation  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  17 
attended,  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed   18 

Washington,  William  H.,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  RepresenUtives  for  relief  ol^  read  •  166 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  166 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

n  third  reading 373 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        -    377 


PlftL 

Washington  Bridge  Company,  Mr.  Bient  m. 
sented  the  memoritl  of  the,  lefemd  to  i 
select  committee  -  .  .  .  .  |^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Robeits,  the  samecoiBsiii. 
tee  were  instructed  to  inqnire  ioto  the  ex. 
pediency  of  providing  for  ooupesiitiji^ili 
individuals  whose  property  had  been  de* 
stroyed  by  authority  of  the  United  Stitei  m 
an  adverse  report  on  the  memoritl    •     .  dd 

concurred  in gg 

Washington  Library  Company,  t  letter  frao  the 
President  of  the,  o&ring  the  me  of  dwr 
library  to  Congress        -      -     •     .    i| 
Wasp,  81oop-of-war.     (Bee  Bkkdeif,  Ct^rfm 

Johnston^ 
Wells,  WUliam  Hill,  of  Ddaware,  tppeiRd,  ud 

took  his  seat % 

Wells,  Benjamin,  and  others,  a  Ull  fron  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  idief  oi;  rad  m 

read  a  second  time,  and  refened      •     .  \n 

reported  with  amendments       •     •     •  ttt 

oraered  to  a  third  readmg  •      '     •    -  m 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ai  uneoded  •  tf9 

West  Point,  a  bill  making  finrther  piiwo  to 

complete  the  public  bafldiogi  it,  fiir  the 

use  of  the  Military  Academy,  raid  •     -169 

read  a  second  time W 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     •     •    -  PI 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused    •     -    •  X!% 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  militii  udfthattm, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Eepemtitnci 
to  provide  for  the  -       -     -     •    •  \U 
read  a  first  time,  and  passed  to  i  Mond 

reading  ^** 

read  a  second  time,  and  lefened      •     •  M 

reported  with  amendments       .     -     •  lit 

indefinitely  postponed  .     .     •  MI 

Woodward,  John.    (8ee  Guv,  Matihah) 

Worthington,  Thomas,  of  Ohio,  a  letter  (roa, 

announcing  the  resignation  of  hii  Mt  in 

the  Senate,  read '^ 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 

to  extend  the  right  of  sd&ige  in  Mwf 

sippiTenitoiy       •      .      -     •    •  * 

on  postponing  the  House  smendDeoti  to 

the  resolution  for  purchanng  Jeftimi 

Ubnry " 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  pviduie  or 

buUding  the  vessels  therein  nentioDed  •  » 
en  amending  the  bill  ibr  filling  ^  n^^.,  u 
theArmy       -       -       -      -     •     *^'* 
on  receding  from  amendsMnts  to  the  liou 

biU    ' ' 

on  amending  the  bill  to  call  for  the  qoo^ 

of  militia *^''^jj 

on  recommitting  the  same  •      '     '     '  \$ 
on  the  final  pasaage  of  the  same      '     ' 
on  postponing  the  election  of  »  P""*^  jjj 

on^eS^ng  Uxe  Journal  of  the  pwiooi^!  I" 
im  the  final  passage  of  the  bUl  ibrwW«  ^^ 

Stephen  Girard      -       -      "      '  ,.* 
on  the  Uiird  reading  of  the  bifltoeiiendtto  ^ 

patent  of  Oliver  Evans  -      ''    ' 
on  the  resolution  to  provide  for  the  bw  ^ 
convenient  accommodation  w  ConP!*  " 
I         on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  iwuw"  ^ 
I  militia  bill      -       •       -      -     ' 
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iMUid  Najs— continued.  Ptge. 

on  amending  tbm  Inll  laying  dutiM  an  apintt 

diatilled 121 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  aasna  aa  amended  121 
on  amending  the  bill  to  incorponle  the 

Beak  of  the  United  Butaa      -       •     I28»  186 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  aame  -  -  126 
on  amending  the  bill  eoneerning  aalca  at 

a«etion 128 

on  inaisting  on  the  amendment  to  the  bill 

concerning  q»irita  distilled  .  .  ^  129 
on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  concerning 

iaies  at  auction  .  .  .  *  .  180 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  relating  to 

the  widow  of  Eibridge  Gerry  -  -  -  181 
on  indefinite  poa^nement  of  the  bill  coo^ 

coming  the  veaaela  of  war  on  Lake  On- 
tario        186 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  dvtiea  on  gooda, 

warea,  &c.  -  -  -  -  "  -  -  187 
on  amending  the  bill  laying  dntiea  on  honae* 

hold  fttrnitnre         -        -        -        •        -  144 

«n  amending  the  direct  ux  bill  -        -     146,  147 

on  postponing  the  aame     .       .        -        -  148 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  aame                •  160 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  TokinteerB'  bill  161 
on  the  report  of  the  confereea  on  the  hooae* 

hold  farniture  bill 162 

on  amending  the  United  (SUtea  Bank  bill  167, 

168,  169 

on  inaisting  on  amendments  to  the  aame  -  174 
on  postponing  the  same  ....  174 
on  receding  from  amendments  to  the  same  176 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  -  176 
on  Mr.  Mason's  resolation  asking  the  Presi- 
dent for  his  reasons,  dec  ...  179 
on  referring  the  bill  to  prohibit  interooniae 

with  the  enemy 182 

on  amending  the  same              182,  183,  184,  188 


18  and  Naya — continned.  Pag*. 

on  filling  a  blank  in  the  Cnmheriand  road 
bill 188 

on  indefinite  nostponement  of  the  bill  for 
repairing  public  buildinga       ...    802 

on  the  United  Statea  bank  bill  aOer  the  veto    214 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  repairing 
public  buildinga 222 

on  amending  the  aame      ....    822 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  eatabliah 
a  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners    -        •    228 

on  amending  the  new  Bank  bill  229,  281 

on  the  tliird  reading  of  the  same        -        -    231 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -    282 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others         -        -    288 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Inll  for 
the  retief  of  Matthew  Guy,  and  othera    -    286 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  othera     -        •    286 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  provide  fbr 
the  better  accommodation  of  Congreaa    -    260 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  tonnage  bill      -    267 

on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning gold,  ailver,  and  plated  ware       •    268 

on  indefinito  poatponement  of  the  lottery^ 
hiU -•270 

on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  bill  to  lay 
a  direct  tax  on  the  Diatrict  of  ColumlNa    271 

on  indefinite  jMatponement  of  the  bill  fiv 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinniok,  and  otham    871 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  Peaoa  Sa- 
tabliahment 286y8fl 

on  the  final  paange  of  the  bill  to  protect 
aeamen,  dEc,  against  Algerine  craisera    -    291 

on  concurrence  with  the  ooolereea  on  the 
bfll  fixing  the  Peace  Eatablishment         *    299 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  allow- 
ing compenaaUon  lor  property  loat  or  de- 
stroyed, &c  ......    299 
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Aboliahing  Offices,  dec,  Mr.  Brisham  submitted 
a  reaolution  to  reduce  the  national  ex- 

penses,  by 1118 

Accommodation  of  Congreaa,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, for  the  better 1176 

twice  read,  and  committed         ...  1186 
Accounts,  appointment  of  the  atanding  Commits 

tee  of 804 

Act  to  repeal  certain  Acts,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate entitled  an,  therein  mentioned  -        -  1176 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1186 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -  1187 
another  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  aame 

tiUe 1210 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  teading  -  1268 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  1266 
Additional  Appropriations  for  1814,  a  bill  mak- 
ing, twice  read  .....  760 
blanka  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  770 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  771 


Additional  Appropriationa — continued.  Paf«. 

lor  1816,  a  bill  making,  twice  read     -       •  1267 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  1267 

Advance  of  Moaoya  by  Statea,  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Delaware,  anbmitted  a  reaolation  direct* 
ing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  atate  why  he 
has  not  made  a  report  to  the  Honao  rela- 
tive to-------  1076 

Alexander,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  remarks  o^  on  reeon* 

aidering  the  vote  on  the  Bank  bill  -        •  1027 

Alexandria,  Mr.  Lewta  prraented  the  memorial 
of  a  number  of  inhabitanta  of,  indignantly 
repelling  the  slanders  against  them,  on 
occaaion  of  the  enemy'a  visit,  dbc  -  -  898 
report  of  the  Council  of,  on  its  occupation 
by  the  enemy        .....  I70f 

A^eitno  Cmisen,  secret  proceedings  on  a  Mca* 

sage  concerning  the,  dec       ...  1276 

Alley,  Moaea,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  o( 

concurred  in 499 
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Alftoii,  Mr^  of  North  Carolhia,  remarks  of,  on 

reconsidering  the  yote  on  the  Bank  bill  10S8 
on  the  resolution  proposing  a  classification 

of  the  militia 1130 

^meiican  Seamen,  a  Message  recommending 

the  navigation  of  American  Yessels  ezcln- 

sively  by  native  or  nataralized ;  referred 

to  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations        •  1194 

postponed  to  next  session  ....  1S66 

jlaaeostia  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  for  relief  of 

the,  twice  read,  &c 1108 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  11S8 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     *        -        -  1 123 
.Aataqnarian  Society  of  Massachneetts,  a  resohi- 
tiou  to  fumish  a  copy  of  the  public  docu- 
ments to  the,  was  twice  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        .     565 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    587 
Applaton,  John,  jr.,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  Tieaaury  Department    495 
a  report  thereon  read         -        •        -        -    701 
Apportionment  of  Militia  among  the  several 

Sutes 712 

Aimed  Veaaels,  Mr.  Reed,  of  Maseachusetto  aub- 

^  mitted  a  resolution  directing  the  Seore- 

Ury  of  the  Navy  to  mpott  the  number, 

4ic^of -        -    495 

tin  KMolution  negatived    ....    515 
Aiiniiiead,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gleorge.    (See 

Be»&rd  of  Mmii.) 
Uttmy,  tJnited  States,  a  bill  making  forther  pro- 
^rkioft  Ibr  filling  the  luiriDB  of  the,  twice 

read,  Ac. 482 

tbe  bill  indcifiBitely  postponed   -        -        -  1154 
Mr.  Calhevn  offered  a  resolution  concem- 

^g  the  mode  ^reapplying,  dbc^  the        -    560 
agveed  to,  and  oonmilltee  appointed    -        -    551 
^        a  bill  firom  Hie  Senate,  making  further  pro- 
vision for  filling  the  ranks  of  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Houae  bill  of  same  tenor         ...    556 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended         -        -    754 
Arnold,  William,  a  report  on  the  petitiOB  of,  read 

and  oommitted 553 

concurred  in,  and  a  bill  ordered  ...    701 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -  1067 
lead  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1085 
^Afilfoiy  and  EngineerB,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pick» 
ens,  the  Militaty  Oononttee  were  in- 
stnMled'  to  iaquare  into  ttie  «zpediency  of 
making  a  disnge  in  the  oignuntion  of 

«]»«oipaof 896 

,  Arts  and  ManufoOMiree,  a  letter  from  the  Seere- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  remainder 
of  ihe  copies  of  the  Digest  of,  ordered  to 

be  printed 1104 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  aatd  copiaa 
fwara  ordered  to  be  diatribntsd  -  1198 

B. 

Bainbridge,  Commodore  William,  a  letter  from, 

to  tbe  Naval  Committee        -        -        -  1049 
BaltUBorei  Mr.  Moore  presented  tthe  petition  of 
(    .         the  Committee  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of, 
concerning  its  defenceless  atate,  xefoned 
I  to  the  War  Department         -        -        -1116 


Bank  ef  Alaiandria,  Mr.  Lnris  pmau^ 
petition  of  the,  prtjiog  avUMrityniiM 
amaU  nates,  tefeired  to  lbs  Oouktvn 
the  District  of  Columbia      -     .    .  u* 

Bankof  theMetropolii,  tbiU««aUUu«4^    ' 

twice  read     -       •      .      •     -    -^ 

indefinitely  poatponed  .     .    ,\\}^ 

Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  a  bill  to  beofpant 
'the,  twice  read,  dtc  -     .    .  |]^ 

an  amendment  by.  Mr.  Cilboonidopied  .  eii 
the  third  section  wtmdk  oat  .  .  .  gi,' 
recommitted  to  a  select  conuninee  •  .  % 
reported  vrithout  ameiidBeiit,  tnd  irA  i 

letter  from  the  Semtity  of  tbe  TftMry  % 
Chid  letter  ordered  to  be  printed,  tod  nfis- 

Ted  tothe Committee ofWi^UidMeaii  iR 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  inemponte  tbe  •  n> 
twioe  readt  and  refeired  •  •  •  •  SS 
reported  with  amendmentB  -  •  •  K 
ofdered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  •  » 
recommitted  -  •  ....  9^ 
Tiported  without  aBMadneat,  tnd  igain  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  •  •  •  mil 
read  a  third  time,  and  rejeetod  bjtbeiott 

oftbeS|ieakcr m 

the  TOte  rejecting  the  hill  leeooiidend  •  I8X 
and  it  was  again  recomniilted  -  •  •  il0i 
(^»ortod  with-amendmeiHii  •  -  -l^ 
osdered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  •  lOtS 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied  a  lacnded  •  lOM 
the  Senate  amend  the  amendaeiiti  •  •  1075 
the  Houae  refused  to  agree  to  the  Seute  1 

amendments  ^^ 

a  meMQge  from  the  Senate,  tbittbij  hrn 
reconsidered  the  bill  returned  to  fbeabf 
the  President  with  objectiooi,  lod  \sn 

rejected  it '^J 

another  biU  from  the  Senate  to  incorponte  1  Hf 

twice  read         \^ 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -      •     •    ■  [jj 
indefinitely  poatponed      -     .     .     Ik 
Banks  of  New  York,  Mr.  Irring  pi«ented  tk« 
remonstrance  of  the,  agaimt  a  But  of 
the  United  States,  read  •      •     '    '^ 
Bankrupt  Law,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  pw- 
sented  a  petition  for  the  cstaWubmeBt  of  ^ 
a  general,  read       -      ■      *     :    '  r 
•     referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  JndK»J  ^. 
a  bUi  to  esteblish  a  uniform,  twice  rwd,  to '» 
Mr.  IngewoU  presented  the  petitioD  rfj; 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philidilfft 
praying  the  pasaage  of  a,  itfened  toa»  ^ 
committee      -       •       "      *..'*! 
Mr.  Seybert  also  presented  apetihontoW^ 
aame  effect    *       *  '     '    '  v- 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Maseachusfttti,  did  the  ai*;^ 
Mr.  Irring,  of  New  York,  the  atme  •    ■  '^ 
Mr.  Ingham,  of  PennaylTama,  tbe  iiae     : 
Mr.  McKim,  of  Maiyland,  the  nmi  •    ' 
Betfrataria,  the  President's  prodamibooofp,^ 

don  to  the  pirates  of     -      '     *    , 
Barbery  Powers,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  neww. 
committee  was  appointed  to  wqoejtrfw 
Preaident  such  information  w  «  "J 
deem  it  prudent  to  giye  respecliB« «» .5, 
relations  with  the  -       "  .,  V  Jj^ 
a   Message  from   the   President  »|«J«  ^j^ 
thereto  -        -       -       "      '     * 
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Page. 
BtrboVt  Philip  P.*  of  ViifiiuA,  *  m$m.  veabw^ 
elected  in  tlM  plaea  of  John  DawMA,  de- 
oeteed,  WM  qiulifted,  end  took  hie  aeet  -    803 
lemevke  of,  on  the  npoii  of  the  Conunitlee 

of  Wayi  and  Meoas  .  .  .  .  i56 
remarke  of,  on  the  Yolantaeis  bill  -  -  6S0 
ipeech  oi;  on  the  bill  fixing  e  Peace  Eelib- 

lidiaient 1S04 

Barkelow,  Farringtooy  a  bill  ht  relief  %£,  twice 

read,  dbe. 1068 

ordeved  to  a  third  feeding  -  •  1085 

•Barclay,  Thomas,  correfpondenoe  of,  mi&L  John 

Meaon,  onlhestt^ectofpiiaonenofwer  1369 
(Bflrfcer,  Jaoob,  letter  fiom,  ofliring  a  loan  of  five 

milUona 1498 

JBatnett,  William,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  ead  took 

his  aaat 308 

nmarks  of,  on  the  VolonteeiB  MU      -        •    63g 
Siinej,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers, 

dce.»  oader  coramand  at,  twice  read,  dto.    800 
amended*  and  ordered  to  a  third  feeding    -    617 
read  a  third  time,  and  paasBd    -        -        •    618 
letter  from,  to  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Naity, 
giving  a  statement  of  the  battle,  Ac      -  168S 
bottle  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Troop  preeented  a 
reeofaition  eeneerning   the,  which   was 
twice  read,  and  leiemd  to  a  Ooanultee 

of  the  Whole 1186 

(See  JaeksoHf  Major  GefianU») 
Baylies,  WUliam,  of  Masaaehneette,  appealed, 

and  took  his  saat 308 

remains  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  hiU 
taxing  mannfaetareo      ....    031 

Bayly,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  the  teport  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means    ...    488 

Beall,  Colonel  William  Bent,  etatement  o(  to 
tiie  Committee  of  Inqoiry  into  the  canses 
of  the  capture  of  Washington  >  1668 

Boasley,  John  fit.,  and  others,  adveree  Tsport  on 

the  petition  of,  lefrrred  ....    613 

Beastey,  R.  G.,  correspondence  of;  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Transjport  Board,  and  others, 
on  the  solject  of  Frisoners  oif  War        >  1866 

Saatty,  LienU  Cotonel.  (8ee  Reward  of  V^ithr.) 

Bennett,  Mr.,  speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cyras 

King H8 

Bennett,  Wm.  P.,  a  billior  relief  of,  rvad  twice  1169 
ordered  to  a  tbhrd  reading  -  -  -  -  1177 
read  a  third  time,  and  pnsed     •        •        -  1 187 

IBigelow,  Abijah,  of  Massachnsette,  appeared  and 

tookhisseat 886 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Law's  motion  raepecttog 
Treasoiy  notes      .....  1046 

Bines,  Thomas,  of  New  Jersey,  a  new  member, 
in  place  of  Jacob  Hufty,  resigned,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat 617 

Board  of  OflGkcers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Caihonn,  the 
Becretaiy  of  War  was  directed  to  appoint 
a,  to  modify  the  rales  and  regulations  of 
the  French  IniantiT  for  field  exercise,  dbc    988 
(See  Navy  CommtMJon^s.) 

Soundaiy  Lines,  a  Mil  from  the  Senate  to  (Lt  the, 
between  the  United  Stetes  and  the  Creek 

nation 1810 

twice  read 1868 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1868 

3oiiii^  Lands,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion re^MCting 1163 


aty  Lands  ■cwitinnad. 

Mr.  Pisk,  of  Vannont,  enbaiitted  a  resola. 
tion  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lends  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
giving  one  hundred  acres  o(  to  each  de- 
sorter  from  the  Dritieh  army  ...    387 

the  resolution  adopted  ....  833 
Bounty  to  owneia,  d^,  of  private  armed  veatels, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King  of  Maesachusetti, 
the  Naval  Committee  were  inetrected  to 
mqam  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
to  merchant  vessek  the  provieions  of  the 
aot  granting  a 884 

die  committee  made  an  adTorse  report  there, 
on 343 

wUofa  was  eoneoned  in  ....  8i4 
Bounty  to  Privateers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert, 
son  of  Leaielana,  the  Kaval  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  a,  for  the  deetraction 
of  enemy's  vcsiels  ....    sfg 

an  advefse  report  thereon  -        -        •        •    89i 

Mr.  MoKean  presented  a  nMmerial  from 
BaltiuHPre,  praying  the  allowance  men. 

tioned,  rsfoifed 641 

Bowie  and  Kurts,  and  othera,  a  bill  flmn  Ih^ 

Senate  for  relief  of,  twice  read  dtc  .  1164 

nibrred  to  a eoanntttee      ....  ii86 

reported  without  amendment  and  again  re. 
ferred 1809 

indeftnitely  postponed        ....  tM7 
Bradbury,  George,  of  Massachusette,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 803 

remarks  of,  on  the  United  Sutes*  Bank    '  .    683 
Bradley,  Mr.,  of  Yennont,  remarks  of,  on  the  re- 

port  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means    467 

remarks  of,  in  explauation  of  fais  resolution 
respecting  interest  ....    «5^ 

Brahany,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     .  liM8 

ordered  to  a  tturd  reading ....  1083 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  lo^o 
Breckenridge,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 750 

Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  a  message  from  the 
Senate  announcing  the  death  of,  and  pro. 
ceedinge  thereupon        ....  ioi8 
Brigham,  Mr.,  speech  o(  on  the  United  Stetes 

Bank  bill 686 

on  the  Direct  Tax  bill       -        -        -        -    964 
British  and  Indian  Depredations,  Mr.  Lattimore 

made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  -1176 

laid  on  the  table 1176 

Brown,  Obadiah  B.,  election  of,  as  chaplain      -    308 
Brown,  Scott,  and  Gaines,  Generab;  Mr.  Hawk- 
ins, of  Kentu^y,  presented  a  resolution 
giving  the  thanks  of  Congress  to,  refer, 
red  to  a  select  committee        ...    334 

Mr.  Troup  reported  reiolutions  embracing, 
in  addition,  tile  name  of  General  Ma- 
comb      340 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed      -        -        -        -841 

the  names  of  P.  B.  Porter,  Kipley,  Miller, 
Mooers,  and  Strong,  being  added,  the 
resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading 884 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  the 
Military  Committee       ....    384 

reported  with  amendmente  .    886 
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Brown,  Scott,  Ac,  G«nenl»--«4nitiniiod.  Pftfe. 

report  aoeeptod ;  ordered  to  a  third  readiog  -    886 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeted  unanimoady    393 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred  -        -        - '      •        -        -    413 
the  amendmenta  disagreed  to     -        -        -    438 
the  Senate  insist  and  ask  a  conference        -    463 
Honae  of  Representatives  appoint  managers    466 
the  Senate  agree  to  the  modifications  of  the 
conferees       ......    482 

and  the  House  of  Representatives  also  agreed    496 
Brown,  Uriah,  report  from  the  acting  Secretary 
of  the  Nary  on  the  memorial  ot,  referred 

to  a  committee 1013 

an  advene  report  thereon,  read           -        -  1106 
Bmfi;  Thomas,  Mr.  Wright  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 897 

Bnrch,  Benjamin,  Captain,  statement  of,  to  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  causes  of 
the  capture  of  Washington  ...  1666 
Bnmham,  James.  (See  CooUdge^  Uriah.) 
Burning  of  the  Capitol,  a  letter  from  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  to  the  Speaker  thereof,  in- 
forming them  of  the  destruction  of  his 
accounts  by  the,  by  the  enemy,  dtc,  ac- 
companied by  a  letter  from  his  subordi- 
nates      306 

Burwell,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarka  of,  on  the 
Bank  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means    ......    496 

Bntler)  Ezra,  of  Vermont,  appeared  and  took  his 

seat 386 


Caldwell,  Captain  £.  B,,  statement  of,  tQ  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  causes  of 
the  capture  of  Washington    ...  1668 
Cale(  Acsah.    (See  Shinniek,  Jacob.) 
Calhoun,  John  C,  appeared  and  took  his  seat  •    411 
speech  of,  on  the  increase  of  taxes      -        -    466 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill      -        -    631 
en  hia  resolution  respecting  the  Army        -    660 
speech  of,  on  the  United  Sutea  Bank         -    687 
remarka  o^  in  explanation  of  his  motion  to 

strike  out  the  third  section  thereof          -    616 
on  amendments  proposed  to  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  same    »        ....     631 
on  recommitting  the  bill    ....    643 
on  the  Senate's  militia  bill         -        -        -714 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -    974 
on  the  Peace  Establishment       ...  1216 
speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  1236 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Hanson     ....  1246 
Call  of  the  House,  members  present  at  a  -        -  1038 
Campbell,  Geoige  W.,  letter  from,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry   1782 

Cannon,  Newton,  a  new  member  from  Tennee- 
see,  in  place  of  Felix  Grundy,  resigned, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat      -        -    398 
speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  recommit  the 

bill  taxing  spiriU  distilled        -        -     694,  699 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  for  reduction  of 
the  Army  and  Navy      ....  ii64 
Canton  District,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
annexing  certain  lands  to  the         -        -771 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read    -        -        -    992 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1071 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  1073 


Capture  of  Waahingtoa,  Mr.  JofcMwi,ofW^ 
tucky,  submitted  a  reiolatioii  htitmr 
mittee  to  inquiie  intotbecnieiofiw 
dtc;  which^  being  tmended  to  iocMi 
Alexandria,  was  laid  oa  the  ttbh  .    .  ^ 

twice  read         - ^ 

amended,  on  motion  of  Metm.  GtitoB  ud 

Grosyenor,  and  unanimoiMly  sgmd  to  .  3io 
Mr.  Johnson  gave  a  huAaty  of  nbt  the 

committee  had  been  doing    •     •    .  sg 
Mr.  J.  made  a  volnmiBoatiepait,  ud  nond 

that  it  be  printed ^ 

the  printing  ordered,  and  r«p«t  nfenei  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole       .     .  « 
the  further  consideration  thereof  indcBBitelj 

postponed      » im 

the  report  in  full,  as  printed      .     .     .ijjg 
Carbernr,  Colonel  Heniy,  atatemeiit  of,  to  tb 

Committee  of  Inquiry  •     -     .    .  la 

Carmicfc,  Major  D.,  a  rssolationfiooi  the  Senile 

expteMingthethaakiofCongmito  .llM 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  thud  mding  •  IISS 

read  a  third  tune,  and  piaied   •     •    .  lia 

Carriages,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  twice  md,  and 

renrrBd  -       •      •      •     •    •  68 

a  letter  from  the  CommiirioBB  of  the  Ber- 

enne  on  the  subject  of  tfas  bill     •    '03 
the  bill   reported  to  the  Home  witto 

amendment  >       -      -     .    .    .  ?M 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted  •    •    •  KM 
returned  from  the  Senate  witlkinadBcnti  833 
which  were  agreed  to       .     .    .    •  ni 
Castillo,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  oi;  twiee  read   •  »1 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       .     •    •  MS 
read  a  third  time^  and  paaed  •     •    •  M 
CaUett,  Dr.  Hanson,  statement  of;  to  the  Coo- 
mittee  of  Inquiry  into  the  aua  of  the 
capture  of  Wai^ington  •      -     •    •  19$ 
Cerhin  Corps  in  lieu  of  Militia,  a  hill  aathora- 
ing  the  President  to  receive  into  Mike, 

twice  read ^"j 

read  a  third  time,  and  paved  •     •    •  1^' 
Chahners,  John,  jr^  e  bill  for  relief  of;  iw«  mm  » 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       -     *    '  a 
lead  a  third  time»  and  paMod    •     ' 
Chambers  of  the  two  Houses,  on  motion  of  Mi< 
Stanford,  a  joint  cofflmittee  was  tppom^ 
ed  to  inquire  whether  the  pment,  on  he 
so  altered  as  to  be  rendered  moreoBW 

nient S 

the  Senate  refused  to  concur    •     •      * 
a  reoohition  from  the  Senate  on  ^'^^ 

•ubject •    ',« 

agreed  to,  and  joint  committee ippointed  • »" 
Chaplain,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Dawnport  w 
House  resolved  to  dect  a,  to-Domv    ^^ 
election  of  a     -       -       -      :  ,  *•/ 
Chapman,  ChrisUan.    (See  SWinicfc,  Jm 
Chappell,  John  8.,  of  South  Carolina,  appeii»  ^ 

and  took  his  seat  -       -      '     '    ' 
Chesapeake  Bay,  a  bill  from  the  Scnite  to  ^  ^^ 
vide  for  exploring,  Ac,  the   -     ■    |  ,jj 
twice  read,  and  referred    -      •     *    '" 
Cheves,  Langdon,  Speaker,  attendance  of;  it  tw  ^ 
opening  of  the  session  -      '     '^^ 
remarks  of,  on  giving  his  caating  vote  » '^  j^ 

move  the  Seht  of  Government     • 
on  giving  his  casting  vote  agaimt  the  d»  ^ 
biU 
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CUIey,  Bradbary,  of  New  Hampshire,  eppeafed 

and  took  hia  seat 335 

Claim%  appoiotoMnt  of  atandiog  CotDmittee  of    303 
Clendenin,  David,  a  new  member  from  Ohio,  in 
place  of  Rfloin  Beall,  resigned,  waa  qaali* 
fiad  and  took  his  teat     -        *        -        -    984 
Clerk  of  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim, 
the    Committee  of  Accounts  were   in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
compelling  the,  to  give  bond,  &c.  -        -  1110 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read    -        -        -  1 116 

recommitted 1134 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1147 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1168 
election  of  a,  in  place  of  Patrick  Magruder, 

resigned 1114 

Cli£E>rd,  Thomas,  and  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of 

twice  read,  dtc.      -        -        •        -        -  1116 
CloptoD,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 336 

remarks  o^  on  the  fiank  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wajs  and  Means    ...    496 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutes      ....    976 
Clothing  the  Militia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -        -    665 
said  committee  reported  the  existence  of  a 

provision  for 587 

a  bill  making  provision  for,  twice  read        .  1 133 
I  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •  1 148 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously    1153 
,     Cochrane,  Admiral,  the  President  of  the  UniteicI 
States  transmitted  copies  of  a  correspond- 
ence between  the  Secretary  of  State  and, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

,  Affairs -311 

the  correspondence  mentioned  above  .  1381 

Cofiee,  Brig.  General.    (See  Reward  of  Valor,) 
CollectorB  of  Customs,  dtc.,  Mr.  Ingersoll  submit- 
ted a  reaolution  respecting  provision  for 

certain 533 

the  resolntioa  negatived    ....    633 
CoUectors  of  Direct  Tax  and  Internal  Duties,  a 
bill  to  fix  the  compensation  and  increase 
the  accountability  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 

lerred 1115 

reported  vrithout  amendment     -        -        -  1165 

'  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  1176 

recommitted      ......  1177 

reported  with  amendments,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         -        -        -  1193 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1194 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

'  and  agreed  to 1358 

'       Columbia  Manufacturing  Company,  a  bill  to  in- 
'  corporate  the,  twice  read        •        -        -    413 

recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 

<  trictofC(riumbia 517 

!       Commerce  and  Manu&ctures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  of    -        -        -    803 
Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution  to  sepa- 
rate the  two  subjects,  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  each       304 

>  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -    806 

Gomminartea  of  Subsistence^  a  bill  autheiising 
'  the  appointment  of,  twice  read       •        -  1101 

read  a  tiurd  time,  and  passed     ...  1181 


Page. 

CommissioneT  of  the  General. Land  Office,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the,  was  directed 
to  furnish  an  account  of  moneys  accruing 
to  the  Treasury  from  forfeiturea,  dec       -    757 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  a  bill  to  author^ 
ixe  the,  to  employ  a  clerk  to  aid  him  in 
signing  lioenses,  dec.,  twice  read     -        .    553 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    663 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment    - 018 

bill  from  the,  on  the  subject  of  du^  on  stills  1097 
Condiet,  Lewis,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 808 

Congress,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York, 
a  committee,  was  appointed  to  provide  by 
law  for  the  next  meeting  of,  twice  read    .  1353 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  iS68 

Constitution,  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  to  amend  the         -        -    834 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  dbc.    836 
that  portion  of  it  relating  to  a  Bank  of  the 

United  Sutes  negatived         -        -        -    388 
the  remainder  indefinitely  postponed  -        -  1101 
Mr.   Pickering  submitted    propositions   to 
amend  the     -        -        -        -        -        -  1369 

Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  transmitted 

an  account  of  the 1067 

Cdntracts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condlct,  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  in  April  last 
on  the  subject  of,  for  supplying  the  Army, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures  -  .  .  «  .  653 
a  bill  directing  the  manner  of  purchases  and, 

in  the  Navy  Department,  twice  read        .  1061 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1085 
Coolidge,  Uriah,  and  James  Bumham,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read         -        -        .        -1116 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1153 
read  a  third  time,  and  paMcd     ...  ii64 
Corpora]  Punishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing or  amending  the  Rules  and  Articles 
of  War,  in  relation  to    ....  ii03 
Correspondence,  between  the  American  and  Brit- 
ish Commissioners  at  Ghent  ...  1336 
Covington,  Brigadier  General.    (See  Reward  of 

Vahr.) 
Cox,  William,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and  took 

hia  seat 808 

Cox,  John  Palmer,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of         1144 

Cravrlbrd,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 803 

Creek  Lands,  Mr.  Harris  submitted  a  resolution 
concerning  a  survey  of  the,  ceded  to  the 

United  States 1173 

amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -  1 178 
Croghan,  Colonel.    (See  Reward  of  Valor,) 
Crosby,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Wilson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    413 
Crouch,  Edward,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 803 

Gumberiand  Road,  a  Message  from  the  President, 
with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the        -        -  1086 
a  ImU  from  the  Senate  concerning  the        -  1111 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1114 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  IU8 
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Page. 
Gushing,  G«aerd  T.  H.,  letter  froB,  to  the  Oor- 

emor  of  Coaaeeticttt      ....  1779 
Cuthbert,  Mz.,  of  Georgia,  femeilu  of,  on  the 

8eo«to  unendmente  to  the  Bank  bill       -  1082 
speedi  o^  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peaoe  Be- 

blkhment 1233 

.:C&tts,  Thomae,  an  advene  rofMit  on  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  a  GoDMnittoe  of  the  Whole    343. 
the  report  rorenedt  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Uble        ......    377 

tiie  flonse  dingreod  to  the  report  of  the 
Gommitiee  of  the  Whole,  and  oeaeor«ed 
in  that  of  the  Gommittee  of  Glaine         -    629 

D. 
.Dana,  Samuel,  a  new  member  from  Maasachn- 
setts,  in  place  of  William  M.  Richazdeony 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat       -        -    606 
.  Dardin,  Amy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  pe- 
tition of,  (presented  in  1804,)  was  refer- 
red to  the  Gommittee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionarj  Glaims    ....    929 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -  1083 
read  a  Uiird  time,  and  psssed      ...  1124 
JhfnB,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 627 

Decatur,  Perry,  Porter,  and  Warrington,  a  con- 
current letter  iiem,  to  the  Gommittee  on 

Naval  Afi&irs 1054 

Deserters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gannon,  the  Mili- 
tery  Gommittee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  certain 
exemptions  to  those  who  take  up    -        >  1071 
.  Peaha,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  speech  of,  on  the  Vol- 
unteers bill    ......    636 

speeches  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peaee  Es- 
tablishment  ....  1200,1222 

n^truction  of  Books  and  Papers,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Seybert,  the  heads  of  d.epartmente 
were  directed  to  communicate  audi  infor- 
mation as  nuy  be  in  their  power  relative 
to  the,  in  their  respective  offices     -        -    463 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General  thereon    -    479 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ...    499 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury       -    616 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  SUte  -        •        -    591 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  Clerk's  ac- 
count of  the,  reported     -        -        .        -    871 
etotemente  from  the  Treaaurj,  War,  and 

Navy  Departments,  and  Land  Office    876,  876 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Clerk's  letter  1014 
various  documente  touching  the         .        -1811 
Digest  of  the  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham, 
the  Secretary  of  Steto  was  requested  to 
cause  the  volnmea  of  the,  to  be  fumiahed 

to  members,  dec 666 

Sfifect  Tax  and  Internal  Duties,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Oakley,  the  Secretary  of  the  Tmaaury 
waa  directed  to  report  the  amount  of  aih 
sessment,  amount  collected,  dtc,  mdn 
the  act  to  assess  andcollect  a         -        -    377 


report  of  the  Secreterv  thereon,  zefiimd  to 

the  Gommittee  of  Ways  and  Means        -  394 
a  hill  to  lay  a,  Ax.,  twice  read,  and  ombb- 

mitted 871 

reported  with  amendmente         ...  953 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  964 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  973 

returned  from  the  Senate  withiaoMndnanto  1171 


Direct  Tax,  dcc«— -oontinaed. 
read,  and  referred 
reported,  and  one  amendaaent 
Senate  «id  House  both  ' 

enoe  agreed  upon 
the  fiwrmer  agreed  to  tihe  eoi 
Discipline  of  the  Army,  ropeit  from 

of  War,  on  the  mAieet  cf       -        -      - 
Discriminating  Duties,  a  bill  from  the  Seaste 
concerning    -        -         -        ... 
twice  read,  and  committed 
reported  vrithont  amendment 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     - 
Distressed  Seamen,  on  motkm  of  Mr.  Bayfin. 
the  Gommittee  of  Waya  and  Means  woe 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieacy 
of  making  further  provision  for  coDpes- 
sating  maatenofveaaeblbr  bringing Jhib»  .. 
a  bill  andioriang  the  Secretary  of  sSate  ti 

make,  an  allowance,  dec,  twice  read       -  ij 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       •  ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  pttsaed     -        .       .  ^ 
District  of  Columbia,  appotntmeni  of  the  stash- 
ing Gommittee  foit  the    -        -        .       .  % 
Mr.  Stockton  submitted  a  resolution  oob- 
ceming  a  direct  tax  upon  the,  which  ws« 
agreed  to       -        -        -        .        .        .   !f 
a  bill  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the,  twice 

read Hi 

ordered  to  a  third  readoig  -       -       -  111 

read  a  third  limsb  sod  ptmed     -  -  I  li 

Donation  of  Land,  a  biU  antiajanni^  a,  to  per- 
sons in  the  service  of  the  enemy  who  libaSl 
oome  within  the  limits  and  daim  tbe 
protection  of  the  United  titatea,  twke 
read,  and  committed  -  -  .  .  9 
indefinitely  poF^Mmed  -  -  -  -Hi 
Dougherty,  Thomas,  election  of;  aa  Cleik  of  ^ 

House,  in  place  of  P.  Magmder,  reogaed  i: 
Douglas,  Brigadier  Geoeal  Hugh,  atatemeat  ^ 
to  the  Gommittee  of  InTeaitigatio&  of  tbe 
causes  of  the  eapture  of  Waahim^     • 
Doyle,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  twice  resd 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .       .      - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     - 
Drawback  of  Duties,  a  bill  from  the  Sonata  cea- 
ceming  a,  on  certain  articles  > 
twice  read,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendment     - 
indefinitely  postponed        .... 
Dmiy,  Wilfred.    (See  Guy,  MaWu».) 
Duvall,  WiHiam  P.,  of  JKentufikj,  a^cwed,  a^ 
took  his  seat  ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  CoauoittBe 
of  Ways  and  Meana       -        -        .      . 
on  the  Volunteers  bill        -        -        .      - 
speech  of,  on  the  Militia  UU 
remarks  of,  on  reconsiderittg  the  ^ote  on  tk 

BankbiU 

Djyson,  Captain  Samuel  T.,  "^ntgnfrrp  of  a  oaart 
Quutialon     ...... 


Earle,  Eliaa,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  ssi 
took  his  seat  -        .        -        .        ,     ■  ^ 

Earthquakes^  a  hill  fer  reUef  of  the  inhabitam' 
Slew  Madrid,  MjaaoBri  Territotj,  m 
sufoed  £Eom  the^late,  Hooe  read,«^i«- 
.    ferced    -        .        .        .        . 
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Bartliqomke*— continued.  Page, 

reported  with  atnen^ments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reeding 1072 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1073 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1163 
^vrhich  were  eoncarred  in   ....  1154 
EaBtem  Branch  Bridge  Company,  Mr.  Kent  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  whidi  was  referred 
t6  the  SecreUry  of  War 
a  report  from  that  officer  thereon,  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  Clauna 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the,  twice  read 
read  a  thiifd  time,  and  passed     ... 
Baetman,  Jonathan  Bradley,  Mr«  Webster  pre- 

■ented  the  petition  of,  referred 

£aaton,  Rufus,  retomed  to  senre  as  delegate  from 

Miasonri  Territory,  was  qnaliied,  and 

took  his  seat  ..... 

Easton,  0arab,  and  Dorothy  Stmrar,  report  on 

the  petition  of       -        -        -       .       • 

Eceieatoii,  Mary.    (See  Frazep^  iSolpmon*) 

SleeUons,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commits 

tee  on-' 803 


-    310 

706 
1147 
1268 


d02 


686 


1121 


Eppea,  Mr.,  ranaafca  oi;  00  the  iaeraaee  of  taae» 


4A% 

467 


1193 


on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meiina    * «w 

on  the  Loan  bin 632 

on  his  report  disagMmng  to  the  Senati^a 
amendment  of  the  Leett  bill  •       •       -561 

OQ  the  tesolotion  respecting  interest  10  pob- 
licoreditoni  ......    666 

on  recommitting  the  letter  of  the  SocraCaiy 
of  the  Treasmy,  addrsaaed  to  the  Oom* 
mifttee  on  the  Bank,  to  the  Coinnittee  of 
Ways  and  Means 691 

on  the  bill  laying  daties  en  manufcctnres  <-    980 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Baylies      -        -        .        -    031 

on  Mr.  Lewie's  raaolalien  conoeming  Tree* 
MOrynolis 1046 

apeeehofyoni  the  UU  fixing  the  MililaiyPeaee 
EetaMiahment 1806 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  eoneeming  dieorimi*' 
natingdntiea 1210 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stockton  •>        -  1261 

Estimated  Revenue,  Mr.  Eppes  laid  on  the  table 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
nry,  showing  the 1178 

Estimatea  of  Appropriationa,  the  Speaker  laid 

before  the  House  the     -        -        -        -  1062 

Evans,  David  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 303 

Evans,  Oliver,  Mr.  IngersoU  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred 412 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  patent 
of,  &c  -        -        -        -        -        -        -    70* 

read  twice         --.---    716 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1101 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1102 
Evans,  Samnel,  letter  from,  to  the  OoaamiClee  on 

Naval  Aflairs 106S 

Ewell,  Thomas,  Mr.  Lewis  piesanled  the  peli- 

tion  of;  referred 628 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  memo- 
rial of  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1124 

Exportation  of  Specie,  a  biU  to  pielfibit  the,  raai 

twice,  dfcc 1198 

Exposition  of  the  canaaa  and  chai— tar  ef  the  war  1416 


P.  Page. 

Parish,  Thomss  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  dtc. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown, 
Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  petition  of,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dii- 

trict  of  Colombia 416 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  dtc.    -    541 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -  1186 
Parmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
Mr.  Lewis  abo  presented  the  petition  of 
the ;  referred  to  the  same        ... 
Parrow,  Mr.,  of  Sooth  OaroliBa,  speech  of,  on  the 
removal  of  the  Seat  of  iSovenwient 
remarka  of,  on  recommitting  the  bill  laying 
a  duty  on  spint%  dbe.     •       .        -       • 
speech  o^  on  the  miUlia  biU        -       -        • 
on  Ua  motion  to  mnend  the  bank  bill 
on  Sanday  mails       .        .       <^        •        • 
remarka  o^  on  the  resDlatien  respeeting  the 

pay  of  members     - 
oapvoteatedbillaef  exehange   - 
on  the  Military  Peeee  BatahKahment  - 
Penwidc,  Colonel  John  R.,  opinions  <:fff  on  snbafel- 
mg  the  Army       ..... 
Pield  Officers  of  MiHtia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

conoeming^ 

read  twice,  and  referred  .  .  -  - 
reported  withovt  amendment  -  .  - 
indefinitely  postponed  .... 
Finances,  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  ..... 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  state  of  the 

letter  from  same,  with  additional  statements  1123 
all  the  papers  above-mentloned,  in  full        -  1479L 
Findley,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  took 

hisseat-        - 308 

Fiski  Mr.,  of  New  York,  speech  of^  on  introda- 
cing  a  resolution  to  remove  the  Seat  of 

Government 311,  389 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  objections  to  his  reso- 
lution     318 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Jackson's  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  .... 
on  the  United  Sutes'  Bank  bill 
speech  oi,  on  the  same       .... 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gaston 
on  a  proposition  to  amend  the  bill 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Calhoun's  proposition 

on  the  same  - 

on  recommitting  the  bill    • 
in  explanation  of  .amendments  to  the  same 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  of  rejection 
on  the  second  Bank  bill    .... 
on  the  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy    . 
Fisk,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  zemaika  oi;  intieductpiy 
ef  a  reaofartien  granting  a  bounty  to  de^ 
sorters  from  the  enemy  -        -        -        - 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Oakley 
remarka  of,  on  the  resolutions  oompiiment^ 
iag  ceitein  nkKtary  effioera     -        .       • 
ontheVelanteenrbfll        .... 

ontheBankiiiH 

on  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  taxing 

spirits^  dte. 

on  the  rlaastflrtttkn  of  the  militie 
OB  the  Paaee  Estd^ihmaut      - 
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1107 
1110 
1188 
1177 

878 
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643 

888 
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Floating  Balteriea,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  au- 
thorise one  or  more        ....  1047 
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reported  without  amendment     ...  1103 
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FlaCiila,  a  letter  from  Commodore  Barney  on 

behalf  of  the  officen  and  crew  of  the  «  617 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  acts 

concerning  the 1180 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  ilOi 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  paased,  with 
amendment*  .....  1103 

Floyd,  Brig.  General.    (See  MeuMwd  of  ViUar,) 
Ftniga  Relations,  appointment  of  a  seleet  com* 

miCtee  on   .    -                -        •        -        •    904 
Forfeited  Lands,  bill  concerning,  read  twice       •  1 177 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        «  1187 
Forrest,  Joseph,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred 393 

report  thereon,  advene  to  the  claim   -        •    416 
which  was  concurred  in    -        •        -        -SIS 
Forsyth,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill 

to  remoTO  the  Seat  of  QoYemment  •  -  388 
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on  the  new  Bank  bill  -        -        -  1041 
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on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a 

Bank  of  the  United  States       -        -        -  1167 

Franklin,  Methack,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 303 

Frazer,  Solomon,  and  Mary  Bcoleston,  report  on 

the  petition  of 1116 

agreed  to,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  directed  to  bring  in  a  bill     -        -1164 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -        -        -1169 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -1177 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -1187 

Fagitives  from  Justice,  Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a 

resolution  concerning     ....  ioi3 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee    1033 

G. 

Gaines,  General  E.  P.,  remarks  of,  on  the  mode 

of  subsisting  the  Army  -        .        .        .  1741 

Gallantry  and  good  conduct,  Mr.  Troup  reported 
sundry  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  Congress  of  the,  of  certain  officers 
therein  mentioned,  referred     ...    340 
(See  Brmafit  Seoity  ^) 

Gamble,  William,  a  bill  itom  the  Senate  §n  re- 
lief of    -        - 1038 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1039 
report  thereon 1116 

Garrison  Duty,  Mr.  Bnrwell  snbmilted  a  reaolu- 
tion  instmcting  (he  MiHUry  Committee 
to  report  a  bill  concerning  the  reservation 
of  militia  for 961 

Gaston,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Johneon's  reso- 
lution to  inquire  into  the  eauaee  of  the 
capture  of  the  Gity  of  Washington         •    309 
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remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  ConioittK 

of  Ways  and  Meaos  -     •     .  456 

00  tho  resolution  to  issoe  Tmnry  mm  •  5M 
on  tho  bill  to  incorporate  t  Bank  of  tki 

United  SUtos         5M 

speech  of,  on  the  same  -    56S,«&,9n 

on  the  Militia  bill IB 

remarks  of,  on  indefinite  poitpooeBcat  of 
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on  tho  bill  from  the  Senate  to  iocorponte  1 
United  States  Bank      -      -     •     •  lir 
General  Land  OAce,  report  from  tin  Conoii' 

sionor  of  the 97? 

report  on  tho  subject  of  fbrfeitsd  liodi     •  90 
Gooifetown  College,  petition  of  the,  pnymf  10- 

thoritj  to  confbr  degreea,  rdmd  •     •  IIH 
a  bill  to  that  ofiTecC,  read  three  tinei,  lad 

passed Ilfi 

Georgia,  a  bill  to  rervn  and  oonttooeinfircetb 
act  dockring  the  assent  of  Congreato  u 
act  of  tho  SUte  of,  twice  let^       -     -  IW 
ordered  to  n  third  reading  -      •     -     •  Il» 
indefinitely  postponed  .     .     .116! 

German  Baptists,  db&,  Mr.  Lswii  picMtal  He 
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the  last  communication recebrfftm™^ 
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instructions  given  to  the,  if  to  tte  bus 
of  a  Treaty  of  Peace     -      '     '  a. 
Gholson,  Mr^  of  Virginia,  reneike  ^^^^  ^ 
Volanteers  bill       -       '      I.     '       jM 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  fl«;'«Jf  '  J  ^^ 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  tne  »»«■""  -. 
on  the  bill  fixing  the  Pesce  B«toMi*««"« '  ^"^ 
Gilpin,  Thomas,  and  otheis,  Mt^  8^""  P;  jjjj 
sented  the  petition  of    -      '^  '  J 
referred   to   the  Committee  « ''•'J    .^jj 
Means  -        -        -       •      '  j  »L  n*. 
Girard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Ingexeoll  pweented  «»  P  ^^ 
tition  of,  referred    •       -      '     ' 
(See  Notes  of  Banlu,  * c)  ,  ^ 

Glasgow,  Hugh,  of  PennsyWsnia.  »PP«^' "^  ^ 

took  his  seat  -       '  ^  '„  '^Fur- 
Gold  and  Sa^er  Watches.    (8ee/&w»»' 

Gold,  8?Wer7i^ilated  Ware,  Ac  t  hiU  J*/"?  ^,,5 
duties  on,  twice  read     -      '  .  iitf 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      '      '     .  ii0 
read  a  third  Ume,  and  poeed    -      "j 
Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  MaiyUn'J.  H^.  30) 
and  took  his  seat    *       '      ',f.fiiM 
remarks  of,  on  the  relief  of  BirnejiB^    ^^j 
men      -        -       -       -      "      .     .  I«» 
OB  the  Peace  Bstablisbment     -  ^^  ^^^ 
Goods  and  Merchandise,  on  «?£''", -4  Meiw 
Kim,  the  Committee  of  Wej^^^^^^^ 

were  instructed  to  inqnii* »»»  "«  ^Sr 
diencyof  impo«ngdotieeapoB«*    ^g 

f fee       -       "       '      "  '  ^^ 

a  Wl  to  that  eftet  twice  read    '     .'    -  g 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  '^  ,     .  »• 

mad  a  th^  tiinei  and  ptii^ 
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ceded    .......  IQ$^ 

GoTemment,  a  bill  opaking  appropriatiooa  §n 

the  anpport  of,  read  twice,  and  lefenred   •  1107 
reported,  with  an  amendment  -        -1115 

the  House  reAised  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third 

reading 1117 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1U9 
returned  £rom  the  8eaato,  with  amendmento  1149 
andconcunedin        .        •        •       .       .  1153 
Great  Biitain,  papers,  dbc«,  embracing  our  lek* 

tionswith 1881 

Griffin,  Isaac,  of  PennsjUania,  appeared,  end 

took  his  seat 808 

Groevenor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Johnaon's 

resolution  of  inquiry,  dtc.  ...  308 
speech  of,  on  the  proposed  bounty  to  British 

deserters 330 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  remove  the  seat  of 
GoTernment  ......    339 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means        ....    437 

speech  of,  on  the  Loan  liUl         .        .        .491 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill      -        -        .    689 
remarks  of,  on  recommitting  the  bill  con- 
cerning spirits  distilled   ....     697 

speech  ol^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sharp  .    788 

remarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill        -  1043 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendmente  to 

the  same  -  -  *  .  .  .  luei 
remarks  of,  on  the  classification  of  militia  .  1188 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  reduce  the 

Army  and  Navy 1164 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 

teblishment 1880 

Gay,  Matthew,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IngersoU,  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  were  in- 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  a  bounty  to,  Ibr  capturing  five 
prisoners  by  himself  alone     ...    390 
a  bill  to  compensate,  and  others,  twice  read  1068 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1085 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1086 

Bale,  William  R.,  appeared,  and  took  hts  seat  *    463 
Sallf  Boiling,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and  took  hie 
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remarks  of,  on  lus  resolution    respecting 

Treasury  notee 667 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gaston      -        •    689 
remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  re* 

Jecting  the  Bank  bill  .  -  .  -  1087 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

pay  of  members 1188 

lallowell,  Edward,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  committed 1118 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  ii64 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1169 
Eanson,  A.  C,  of  Maryland,  remarks  of,  on  re- 

moving  the  Seat  of  Government     >        •    888 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  eooi- 
nnnieatiotts  from  Ghent        .  -    381 

speech  o(  on  the  Loan  bill     -       .       -    606 
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remarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill        *  1048 
remarks  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army 

and  Navy 1166 

speech  of,  on  the  Peace  Establishment       •  ISM 
Hairb,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  remarks  of,  on  his 
motion  respecting  the  kind  of  money  paid 

to  troope 666 

speech  o^  on  the  Militia  bill      -        .        -    886 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

Creek  lands 1178 

Harrison,  Major  General  Wm.H.  {8— EeuHU^ 

.0/  Vjor.) 
Hasbrovck,  Abraham,  of  New  York,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat    -        .        •        •        •    333 
Hawkiae,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  speech  of,  on  re- 

OMivalof  theSeatofGofemment  -  -  818 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  -  -  -  •  441 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  report  -  '•  .  497 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteen  bill  -  •  680 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  iitoorpMato  a  Uai* 

ted  Stotes' Bank 686 

remarks  of^  on  the  indefinite  poetpeaeaent 

ofthe  Militia  bill 973 

remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejed- 

ing  the  Bank 1089 

remarks  oi^  on  Mr.  Law*e  motion  lespecting 

Treasury  notes 1046 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Bank  bill  .....  1089 
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teeted  bills  of  exehange  -        .        .        .  11O6 
Henderson,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  new 
member,  in  place  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator,  was  qualified,  and  took 

his  seat 688 

Hickman  and  Dickson  counties,  Tennessee,  an 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  iii- 
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of  the  direct  tax 1096 
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Hte,  George,  adveree  report  on  the  petition  of, 

concurred  in •  1104 

Hodgkinson,  Ann,  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  concurred  in 1078 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  report  on  the  petition  o(  ie» 

fetred  to  a  Committee  of  tiie  Whole       -    614 
concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  lis  on  the  taUe    768 
Hopkins,  Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -  .  •.  .  .  .  .  376 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means       .        .        .        •    466 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill       *        -    619 
speeeh  of,  on  the  Militia  but        -        -       -    860 
speech  of,  on  the  Peace  Eetablishment        .  1810 
Heraee  of  the  Mounted  Volunteers,  under  Go?. 
ernor  Shelby,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author* 
iiing  payment  for  the,  that  were  lost,  dbc    660 
loet  in  the  Creek  campaign,  on  motion  of 
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given  in  relation  to        -        .        •        .    640 
report  from  the  Committee  read  .    761 

a.  bill  atttherising  payment  for,  twice  read  -  1144 
indefinitely  postponed       ••       •       ...  1867 


zifii 


B9DBX. 

HoM$e  Proeeedingw  and  DAoim. 


dni 


Ptge. 

of  BeptauBfMtiiiw,  meoilMn  pra— at  tft 

meeting  of  the 301 

dMingbiMmeMoftbo        ....  1S74 
ivppleraenUl  journal  of  the      -        -        -  1S76 
]|o«»ehold  Farnitare,  ^^,  a  bill  laying  datfoa 

«B,  iwioa  road 800 

ordored  to  a  tUrd  reading  ...    960 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  ...  957 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendaenta  1013 
refiimd  to  the  Committee  of  Waje  and 

Means 1014 

their  report  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 1026 

a  diMgiMment  reported,  and  eonenrred  in  lOM 

the  Senate  inelat 108S 

the  Honee  recede  ftom  their  diaagreement  • 
a  bill  to  amend  the  aet  laying  dntiea  on, 

twice  read  ••-•-- 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  .  .  • 
Mtomed  from  the  Senate  with  amendtoeirtn 
read,  and  referred  .  .  .  •  . 
repOTtcd  with  an  amendment  to  the  amend* 

ments,  in  which  both  HomMe  agree 
Howell^  Nathaniel,  of  New  Yoifc,  appeared  mmI 

took  hii  aeat 

Hulbeit,  John  W.,  a  new  member  from  Maaan- 

chusetts  in  place  of  Daniel  Dewey,  re- 

aigned,  wae  qoalifled  and  took  hie  aeat    - 
BbU,  Commodore  Isaacs  letter  from,  to  the  Naral 

Committee 

Humiliation  and  Prayer,  Mr.  Clopton  anbmitted 

n  leeolntion  for  a  joint  committee  X»  wait 

on  the  President,  and  request  him  to  ve- 

eommend  a  day  ef,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMoed  ... 
the  committee  appointed  .... 
OB  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  House  deter* 

mined  not  to  ail  to-morrow  (being  the 

day,   19th   January,  appointed   by  the 

President,  dtc) 

the  Preaident's  Proclamntion,  reeommend- 

ing  a  day  of 

Humphreys,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  leeommining 

the  Mil  eooeenitttg  spirits  distilled  -        -    098 
on  the  resolution  rejecting  CredL  lands   -  1  ITS 
HnngiHbffd,  John  P.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 

stotoment  of,  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry 

into  the  causes  of  the  capture  of  Waah- 

ingttfn,  dbe 

Hurlbttrt,  John  C,  a  bill  fiom  the  Senato  for  the 

relief  of^  twice  read         .... 
ovdoied  to  a  third  reading - 
read  a  third  time,  and  poatponed 

bill  finally  passed 

Hynum,  James,  a  bill  lor  relief  of;  twice  read    • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  n  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        - 
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IDinois  Tenitory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stepbenaea 
tiw  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
atnicted  concerning  olaima  to  land  in     -    640 
a  bill  in  relation  to  such  daims,  twice  mad  1103 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  1119 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     -                •  1180 
returned  from  the  Senato  with  amewdmento 
and  coaewred  in 1194 


lUnoiB  Territory— ^otttimied. 

a  hffl  deelarfaig  the  peiwi  rf  Ike  Ujiii.'^ 

tnn  o^  twice  rsad        ....  ^^^. 
amended,  and  ordered  to  tlbiidRafts  .  n«i 
read  a  third  time,  and  pswd   ..    .^ 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  biU  from  the  Bailife. 

tier  to  protide  lor  tks  t9iledjoD<r^ 

tiea  on  • ^Si^ 

twice  read  *      •     •    •  ijfi 

read  a  third  time^  and  pssed   •     •    .  im 
Incomn  Tax^  Mr.  KMboom  mStnxuA  imk- 

tion  concerning  aa,  whiek  wm  oriend  to 

be  printed \^ 

bdemniioalion  of  certaia  GhaamliofLiBii 

in  Missiwippi,  a  bin  frca  the  Saim  fa^ 

Iher  anppiementary  to  thi  ad  pmiing 

for la 

twice  read,  and  cemnnttsd      .     .    .nii 
read  a  third  time,  and  ptoed   •     .    •  lis 
Indiana  Territory,  Mr.  JeDDiBgi  pmeiitedt 

memorial  of  the  Lesidaliina<;nfarai-  » 
another,  from  the  8aae,rMpeeliii|tiMirJi- 

didary,  refinrred 4ft 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  oooliofJQitmiii, 

read  twice 88 

referred  to  the  CommittN  of  the  Wbole  .  W 
reported  without  aBendaait,  lad  dad 

to  a  third  reading Ilil 

read  a  third  time,  and  psaied  •    •    •  IWI 
returned  from  the  Senate  wittiaodsafr  Ht^ 

and  eonenrred  in ^^^ 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  «  peAmotthin- 

habiUntf  of,  praying  that  nidtenitaq 

may  be  erected  into  aStale  •    •      UK 
Indian  Treaties,  a  Message  fa»  the  Presicii 

transmitting  oopieiofoertiin,idEcdto 

the  Committee  of  Wtys  ind  Meui    •  U^ 
IngersoU,  Mr.,  of  Penosylfania,  reniib  o^ob 

his  resolution  respecting  coUeetoa-    •  » 
speecho^onthebiUtopiucfatMaBiQimcil 

Teseels  -        - 

on  the  United  Stotes  BankhiU  •     -    '  * 
remarks  of,  on  recommitting  tbehillttxsc 

spirits,  Ac * 

speech  of,  on  the  Militit  hill     •     •.    '  ' 
remarks  of,  on  introducing  a  molatwiH 

grant  a  bounty  to  Matthew  Guy   •    •  » 
on  reconaidering  the  TOte  rejecting  the  Biat  ^ 

bill •    "Z 

on  the  Senato's  amendmeati  to  th«  nw  •  !<" 
speech  of  on  the  ▼ote  of  thwikitoGeiwii  ^ 

Jackson         -       •      -      ' .  \     ' 
on  the  resolution  for  redoaog  the  Aoj  ^ 

and  Navy      -       -      -      •     •    ' " 
Ingham,  Mr.,  of  Pennsyhrwue,  lenaib  •4« 

tiie  report  of  die  Ways  vA^^^J^ 
on  Uie  bUl  to  incorporets  the  Unitod »»  ^ 


speech  of,  on  tiie  amendmenla  pioH  ^'  ^ 
Mr.  Calfaonn  -      '•       ik 

remarks  o(  on  the  motion  Is  aliikaM^*  ^ 
third  section         -  "     VJ 

on  recommitting  the  bill  to  aaetoeton^  , 
tee        -        -       -       •      "         .IT 

on  the  amended  bUl  pwpoeed  •     • 
laatructions  to  Plenipotentianee,  the  i;^ 
commnnieatod  copies  of  the,  which  •» 
ordered,  witii  osrtaia  eiceptow»"   j| 
printed  -       -       •      -      '     ' 
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Intereoune  with  the  Enemy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fisk,  the  Jadiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  further  provision  to  prevent        -    306 
on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  same  commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  inquire,  into  (he 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
punishment  of  persons  who  bold    -        -    591 
a  bill  to  prohibit,  read  twice       ...     767 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1068 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1061 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment  1 1 U 
read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -        -.IJ16 
documents  in  relation  to    -        -        -        -  1821 
Interest  to  Public  Creditori,  Mr.  Bradley  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning    ...    566 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  resolution  was 

laid  on  the  table 666 

Internal  Bntiea,  estimates  of  products  of  existing  1094 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  jread  twice  1171 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1366 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed     ...  lj(66 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  in  •        -        -        -1867 
Irving,  William,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

lookhiaseat 310 

remarks  o^  on  the  Volunteers  bill       -        -    634 

J. 

Jackson,  John  O.,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  - 303 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 
Constitution  -  *      -        -      .  -        .     826,336 

speech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill         -        .        .    503 

remarks  df,  on  his  resolution  to  redoce  the 
Army  and  Navy    .....'  1166 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 

tabliahmont 1307, 1260 

Jackson,  Bichard,  jr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 303 

Jackson,  Major  General  Andrew,  a  resolution  from 
the  Senate,  expressing  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to,  &c.  1164 

read  twice,  and  amended   -        -        -        -  1 166 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously 
as  amended  ......  1167 

the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendment,  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  insisted      -1174 

the  House  of  Representatives  asked  a  con- 
ference, which  was  agreed  to  •        -        -1183 

modification  reported  by  the  managers  con- 
cuired  in 1191 

the  Senate  agreed  to  the  same  unanimously  1104 
Jefierson's  Library,  a  joint  reeolution  from  the 
Senate  authorizing  the  purchase  of,  read 
twice 378 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    411 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  •    413 

a  biU  from  the  Senate  in  porsnanoe  of  said 
resolution 716 

read  twice 761 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  1106 
Jenkioa,  Weston,  and  others,  a  hUl  oonceniing, 

read  tvdce     - 1068 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -       ,-  1086 
Jeaninga,  Jonathan,  a  Delegate  from  Indiana, 

appeared,  and  took  hie  seat    -       -        .    303 
13th  Con.  3d  Ssss.— 64 


Page. 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  remarks  of, 
on  his  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  capture  of  Wash- 
ington   808 

remarks  of,  on  the*  report  of  the  Committee 

ofWays  and  Means       ....    464 
on  the  Volunteers  bill        -       519,  520,  636,  641 
on  his  motion  to  print  the  report  of  his  com- 
mittee  -        - 690 

on  the  Militia  bill 900 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  eame      -    974 
Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  scat  .-.-•.    398 

Judgments  of  Record,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  in- 
stfucted  to  inquire  concerning        -        -    416 
Judicial  System,  a  bill  further  to  extend  the,  read 

twice,  and  committed     .        -        •        •  '413 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee on  the      304 


Kennedy,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 377 

speech  of,  6n  the  Militia  bUl       -        -        -    876 
Kilboum,  James,  of  Ohio,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat -    438 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  the  Bank  byi  -        •        -    617 

on  his  proposition  of  a  plan  for  a  Netioaal 
Bank    -        w 693 

on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  concerning 
spirite  distilled        -        -        -        -      .  -    698 

on  amending  the  Senate  bill  for  calling  out 

I     the  militia,  Ac 714 

King,  William  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat    .        .        .        -        •    303 
King,  Cyrus,  of  Massaehusetto,  remarks  of,  on 

extending  the  bounty  on  prisoners  -        -    348 

speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  ...        -        -    441 

on  the  bill  making  farther  provision  for  fill- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  Army      •    .    *        -    730 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Estahlidiment  -  1346 


Lake  Champlain,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the 
Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire inte  the  expedien<^  of  providing  Ayr 
the  vessels  captured  by  Commodore  Mac- 
donoQgh  on  -        -        -        -        -      ••  1186 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  &c     -        -  1195 
read  a  thhrd  U'me,  and  passed     ...  1367 
Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Neleon,  the 
memorial  of,  and  varioos  reporte  and  doe- 
umente  accompanying  it,  were  relerred  to 
a  select  committee         -        -        -        -1118 
report  of  the  said  committee      -        •        -1170 
Land,  Mr.  Kilboum  presented  a  petition,  praying 
that  the  price  of,  te  actual  settlers  may  be 
fixed  at  12i  oente  per  acre     -        -        •    648 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  PabUc  Lands    661 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  Stetes,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -  1101 
read  a  third  time,  and  paMwd     ...  1103 
Land  Titles,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gaston,  the  Com- 
mittee en  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  oonoenung     -       -       -       •  1046 
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Land  Titles — continued.  Page, 

ft  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana 
and  Territory  of  Missouri,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Landais,  Peter,  the  Speaker  pressnted  the  peti- 
tion of,  which  was  laid  on  the  table 
Lattimore,  William,  delegate  from  Mississippi, 

appeared,  and  took  his  seat    • 
Lavallt  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.,  statement  o(  to 

the  Committee  of  Investigation,  Slc 
Law,  Lyman,  of  Connecticut,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 

•peech  of,  on  the  bill  laying  duties  on  house* 

bold  furniture,  dec         .... 

•peech  of,  in  explanation  of  his  resolution 

respecting  Treasury  notes       ... 

]^w,  Jobiij  statement  of,  to  the  Committee  of 

Investigation,  dec.  .        .        •        • 

Lawrence,  Major.    (See  Reward  of  Valor.) 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Jennings,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  publishing 

the,  within  the  Territories      ...    523 

a  bill  to  authorise  the  publication  of  the,  dec* 

twice  read 662 

nad  a  tiiird  time,  and  passed      ...    556 
reaolutione  from  the  Senate,  relating  to  the 

distribution  of  the 1266 

read  three  times,  and  passed      ...  1256 
Laad  Mines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  bettor  regu- 
lation of  the  public  dtc         ... 
a  bill  concerning  the,  twice  read 
Leflfoito,  John,  of  New  YoriL,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  •--.-- 

Lewia,  Mr.,  of  Virgima,  remarlcs  ol^  on  Mr.  John* 
son*s  resolution      .        •        .        -        . 
speech  of,  on  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment       ...--- 
Mmarks  of,  on  the  location  of  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States 568 

•peach  of,  on  the  Militia  bill      -        -        •    772 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  repairing  the  pub- 
lic buildings  

Lewia,  Bdwin,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

o4«oneuTted  in 

Libraiy,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for  a  joint 

oommittee  on  the 

•oncurred  in,  and  a  committee  appointed    - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  pronde  a  room 

for  the 1186 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1191 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1267 
tsmts  to  Distilkrs,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the 

act  laying  duties  on,  .twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
to  Retailers,  dtc,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Gbolson,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  ware  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  laying 

duties  on 

a  bill  to  that  eflbct  twice  read,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 

read  a  thurd  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment      1107 

which  was  concurred  in    *        -        -        -  1110 


1131 
1147 

310 

308 

312 


1134 

342 

310 
311 


1070 
1073 


342 

1096 
1101 


Lindsey,  James,  an  advene  npoit  oq  (be  peti. 

tion  o^  concurred  in     -      •     .       te. 
Loan,  a  bill  (o  authorize  a,  read  twice    .     .  q 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •      ••!!*! 

read  a  third  time,  and  paned    .     .       cj! 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendiBHiu 
and  referred .^ 

the  amendments  disagreed  to    •     •    .  u 

a  message  from  the  8entte  iniitting,  indi 

conference  agreed  to  -  •  •  .  ^ 
report  of  the  managers  concunedia  •  .  ^^ 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  acU  iDtbonsor 

a,  for  the  respective  turns  of  t«e&ty.Sve 

and  three  miUions,  twice  letd  •  .  ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawd  -  .  .  i 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ao  uMBd. 

ment,  and  concurred  in      -     '    -  % 

a  bill  to  authorize  a,  twice  read  •     . 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasMd    •     •    .  i( 

a  list  of  persons  who  sabseribcd  to  iIk    .  ]ft 

Loan  Office,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johum,  tite 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Mesni  wm  in- 

stnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

eetablibhing  a,  in  Kentaeky  •     •    .  iiii 
Losses  in  the  Creek  War,  Mr.  LiUiDoit  fnm^ 

ed  the  petition  of  the  Legidahuf  ofMiw. 

sippi,  praying  indemnificitiM  far,  niined  I$c 
Lotteries,  a  bill  to  lay  adQ^oo,twi(iteBd,aBd 

referred         JO^ 

reported,  with  amendmeDti     •     •    -111; 
ordered  to  a  third  readisf      •     •     •  Hi 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiKd   •     •    -US 
Louisiana,  and  New  Orleanc,  amolilliQaba 

the  Senate,  expressive  of  thehigk  aw 

entertained  by  CoagreasofthipitnsiiB, 

Ac,  of  the  people  of     -     •     •    •  1:^ 
twice  road,  and  ordered  to  a  thiidieidiitg  •  lit 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasMd  QoaoinoQilj  iir 
Lowndes,  WilUam,  of  South  CsioliBa,8nMr«!, 

and  took  his  seat  -  .  •  •  •  X 
remarks  of,  on  the  bounty  onpnaoMn  •  Jj 
remarks  of,  on  the  VohinteenlnU  •  Up 
remarks  of,  on  small  anned  veiieb  •  ■  ^ 
remarks  of,  in  support  of  Mr.  Calhoun  i 

Bank  plan *  * 

remarks  of,  on  striking  out  the  third  «ewfi  ^ 

of  the  Bank  bill     •      -     *     *  . 
remarks  of,  on  reducing  the  capital  of  tK 

same *    "  » 

remarks  of,  on  classifying  the  nilitii  •  • ;; 
lemarka  of,  on  the  Senate's  Bank  bill  ■  ' 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Pew  ^  ^ 

tabliahment  - 
Lyman,  Justin  and  Elias,  report  onthepetiWi 

of  -        -       -       ■      -     • 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  theTwon  ^ 

on  the  claim-  of     -      -     •     •    ' 
M. 
Macdonough,  Com.  Thomas,  joint  nMm 

from  the  Senate  in  honor  of,  ind  U»ej* 

cers,  dcc^  under  his  command,  twieow*  ^ 

and  referred  -  -  -  '  '  '/^ 
reported,  without  smendment  •  *  "  . 
read  a  third  time,  and  pa«ed  anaaann** 
letters  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  the Ji»y 
Macon,  Mr.,  of  North  Ca«)liftt.i«m«tt<*»  . 
"the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gow»ao^^^ 
on  reconsidering  the  vols  i^jactiof  w*» 
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Maoon,  Mr.— continued.  Page. 

on  the  clamification  of  the  militia      -        •  1 130 

cpeech  of,  pn  the  hill  fixing  the  Peace  fUtab- 

liahment -  1829 

Magrnder,  Patrick,  Clerk  of  the  Houee>  rwumad 

hia  duties 301 

a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  respecting  the 
destruction  of  his  vouchers    ...    963 

a  resolution  dtreotiog  credit  to  be  aUow^ 
to,  on  vouchers  destroyed       ...  1094 

Mr.  Clark  submitted  a  resolution  to  remove, 
from  office,  read 1066 

the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
postponed      - UOO 

letter  from,  resigning  bis  office,  laid  on  the 
Uble 1107 

resignation  of,  accepted,  and  a  successor  ^ 

pointed 1114 

Manufactures,  duties  on.  (See  Gooda,  U^et,  4c.) 
Mtftin,  Edward,  a  hill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  release  of .      -        -        .       •1176 

road  twice,  dbc*         -        -        •        .        .  1 186 

read  a  third  tiracy  and  passed     -        -      c  -  1S68 
Mason,   John,   correspondence    of,    with    Mr. 
Barclay,  on  the  subject  ef  prisoners  of 
wkr 1369 

statement  oi(  to  the  Committee  of  Invesli* 

gation 17«6 

Messengers  and  Servants  of  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  compensation 
of  the,  was  fixed  and  ordered  to  be  paid  1364 
Militaij  Establishment,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on  the  -        -        -        ...    304 

a  bill  authorising  the  President  to  augment 
the  present,  twice  read  «...    483 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        .        -  1160 

a  hill  making  appropriations  fi>r  the  support 
of  the,  twice  read,  dtc.  ....  1143 

papers  on  the  subject  of  the  improvement 
and  increase  of  the        -        -        .        .  1607 

Peruse  Establishment,  a  bill  fixing  the,  twice 
sead  and  referred 1178 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1300 

oroered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1864 

Temd  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1364 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 
^e,  twice  r?ad       -       ,-        -       ,-        -  1866 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1367 

th«  bill  to  fix  the,  was  returned  from  the 
Senate  with  amendments,  and  disagreed 
to 1366 

One  Senate  insisted,  and  a  conference  was 
agreed  to 1367 

BBodifieatlona  reported  by  the  managers  were 
aocepted 1378 

the  Senate  also  returned  the  second  bill 
with   amendments,  which  were   agreed 
to  .......  1274 

Military  and  Naval  Committees,  Mr.  IngersoH 
submitted  a  resolution  instructing  the, 
respectively,  to  bring  in  bills  to  classify 
the  male  population,  and  gradually  to  add 
to  the  ships  in  serviee  -  .  .  •  767 
Militiau,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  en 

the 304 

tine  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing payment  for  their,  referred  to  the  Seo- 
letaryofWar 336 


Militia— -continued.  Page. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cooper,  the  Secretary  of 

War  was  instructed  to  make  report  of  the 

claims  of  the  several  States,  on  account 

of  advances  made  to  pay  the  expenses 

of  their 386 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  call  on  the,  for  their  respective 
quotas  of,  dtc,  read  twice,  and  refenroJ  -    686 
reported  without  amendment,  and  referred 

to  a  select  committee  ....  716 
reported  with  amendments  ...  751 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    9O8 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  988 
the  Senate  agreed  to  some,  and  disagreed  to 

other  amendments         ....    951 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....    968 
all  the  amendments  insisted  on,  and  confer- 
ence appointed 976 

managers*  report  partially  concurred  in      -    994 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  for 

calling  out,  dec 1111 

Mf.  Rich  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  classi- 
fication of II86 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  1130  . 
a  bill  from  xhe  Senate  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims  for  the  services 

of 1170 

twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1171 
reported  without  amendments,  and  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -        -  1166 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged, 
and  bill  ordered  to  lie  on  Ae  table  -        •  1874 
Militia  Bounty,  a  motion  of  Mr.  Easton  on  the 

subject  of,  negatiTod      ....  ngg 
MiUtia  Fines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  remission  of  •        -        -       -  U04 
Miller,  Morris  S.,  of  New  York,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 806 

speech  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  Bank 686 

in  reply  to  Messrs.  Bamctt  and  Sharp        -    744 

on  the  Militia  bill 776 

Minor,  Colonel  George,  statemerit  of,  to  the 

Committee  of  Investigation    -        -        -  1667 
Minors,  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  author- 
izing the  enlistment  of,  negatived  -        •    716 
Mint,  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  transmitting  the  report  of  the 

Director  of  the 106T 

MiasiBsippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Latti- 
more,  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of, 
presented  m  February  last,  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee  ....  308 
on  motion  of  the  same,  the  said  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council  -  -  310 
a  bill  further  to  extend  the  right  of  soffirage 

in,  twice  read 336 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  376 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  877 
a  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to 

land  in,  twice  read  ....  960 
third  lead^  negatived  .-  -  1069 
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MiniMippi  Territory — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legiflatere  of,  praying  for  an  additional 

jndge 1040 

auo  a  petition  praying  authority  to  form  a 

Convention,  «c.,  referred       ...  1085 
a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  dtc,  twice 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table        -1167 
Miffoari  Territory,  Mr.  Easton  presented  a  me- 
morial of  tne  Legislature  of,  praying  Con- 
gress to  adopt  some  measures  of  defence 

for 1114 

Moore,  Nicholas  H.,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 335 

Morris,  Com.  Charlea,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Navtl 

Committee 1057 

Moeeley,  Mr.»  speech  of,  on  the  militia       -        •    830 
Motiow,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read     -    903 
Mounted  Volunteers,  dec,  Mr.  Kilboum  submit* 
ted  a  resolution,  respecting  provision  for 
payment  of  losses  sustained  by  the         -  1111 
resolution  amended,  and  agreed  to      -        -1120 
McKee,  Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 308 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution 336 

remarks  of;  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  -  -  -  -441 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill  -  -  •  496 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  Militia  bill  -  713 
remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejeet- 

ing  the  Bank  bill  •  -  •  -  .  1037 
remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Bank  bill  -  1044 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

•theaame 1080 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

Creek  lands 1173 

McKim,  Alexander,  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 308 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  purchase  small 

armed  vessels 645 

remarks  of,  on  recommitting  the  hill  con- 
cerning spirits  distilled,  &c    -        -        -  ^   699 
remarks   of,  on  the  Bank  of  the   United 

States 988 

remarks  of,  on  the  Peace  Establishment     -  1331 
McLean,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  laying  ad- 

ditionaV  duties  on  distilled  liquors    -        -    644 
McMaster,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  1 144 

N. 

Napoleon,  Mr.  Miller's  notice  of  Uie  M  of        -    798 
Naahville  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimore,  a 
eommittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  in  re- 
lation to  the  •        -        -        -        -        -  1079 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing 
the,  read  twice,  dtc        -        -        -        -  1140 
National  Bank,  Mr.  Fisk  presented  sundry  peti- 
tions from  New  York,  praying  the  incor- 
poration of  u,  referred  to  the  Committee 
ofWays  and  Means       ....    308 
said  committee  reported  a  resolution  to  es- 
tablish a,  agreed  to .      -        -        -        -    499 
(See  Bank  of  ike  United  States.) 
Mr.  Kilboum  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 

iubject  of  a-        -        -  -        -    693 

his  revolution  wilhdra?ni  ....    694 
Mstional  Bills  of  Credit,  Mr.  Taylor  preatnted 
the  petition  of  certain  banks,  raoommend- 
ing  the  emisaion  of        -        -        •        -    903 


National  Observatory,  a  resolution  cooooBfai;  a, 

was  agreed  to IITO 

(See  Lambert,  miBam.) 
National  Road,  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  &c.,)li. 
Eaaton  submitted  a  resdutioo,  firedbs 
the  Postmaater  General  to  repoi,  it  next 
session,  a  plan  for  establishing  t    •     .  I3K 
which  was  agreed  to         -       -      -     •  1:55 
Naval  Establishment,  appointment  of  t  commitr 

tee  on  the       - JW 

a  detailed  report  from  the  said  eoaunittee  -  \W 
the  committee  disdiarged  •  •  .  -  i:S7 
a  hill  for  the  support  of  the,  twice  reid  •  lltt 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  ItS 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  coDdemiag  the,  twice 

read I« 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasKd    >      .      •  ItSB 
Naval  Officers,  a  bill  fnmi  the  Senate  tathom- 

ing  the  appointment  of  eertsio      -     -80 
twice  read,  and  referred     -  •     -  903 

reported  without  amendment,  and  eoDunit- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -     •  lOtt 
Navy  Commissioners,  a  bUI  to  estshlish  a  bond 

of,  twice  read ^J? 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  *  ^^ 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  smeDdnenti  11» 
read*  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  •  II** 
a  biU  from  Uie  Senate,  authoririag  tte  ap- 
pointment of  clerks  to  the,  twice  mi  •  »J 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  ■  '^'^ 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  annual  report  ef  the  oa^ 

missioners  of  the    -       -       "   .  '« 
Navy  Yards,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  theNiiy 
upon  the  condition  of,  dx.     -      '    / 
Negotiations  for  Peace,  the  President  Wtnd- 
ted  communications  relative  to  the,  itw- 
red  to  Committee  on  Foreign  Bcl»toBi  ^^ 
ten  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  pnatod  ■  w 
Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  lowt 

Newspapers,  tiie  usual  order  passed  for  the  np-  ^ 

Newton,  Mn,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  the  re- 

movai  of  the  Seat  of  Government  -     - 

remarka  oi;  on  the  bUI  for  that  puipoM     - 

New  York,  a  bill  for  tiie  better  orgtnwtion  « 

Uie  Uhuted  States  courts  within  the  stiie  ^^^ 
of,  twice  read  -        -       "      '     .  ii75 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  '  ^^ 
returned  from  tiie  Senate,  with  ani«iid»"  ^^ 
and  concurred  in  -  -  "  '  ^ 
Nimmo,  Henry,  a  bill  for  tiie  reUef  e^  tw»  «^  j,(|4 
and  referred  -  -  -  "  "  .  \i& 
reported,  without  amendment   -  jj^f 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •      \%t, 
Nortiiem  District  of  New  JTork,  on  »»^^ 
Taylor,  the  Judiciary  ^«n"^J!Laf 


structed  to  inquire  into  Uic  •^^JJjjt 

•itfKnnvintf  tKji  «nnoSlltmettt  01  *  v 


authorizing  the  appointment 


Attorney  and  Marshal  for  the         ^ 
Nortikwestem  Frontier,  on  motien.*^^;.^ 


.lltt 


bourn,  the  unfiniahed  piooseding^ijw^ 
to  tiie  defence  of  tiie,  weie  reiarw 
select  committee  •  '  '  w^Jt^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  K.,  al«,  »•  ^T^ 
and  petition  of  tiie  hepdstm^r^ 
presented  at  tiie  last  sewon  an  «!•  i^ 

subject,  were  refoned  te  tuo» 


\^ 
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Northwettern  Frontier— continued.  Page, 

a  biU  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  the, 

twice  read,  dtc.      .....  1073 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  1174 

Notes  of  Banks,  Bankers,  dtc,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate,  supplementary  to  the  act  laying 

duties  on,  twice  read      ....  689 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  754 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  757 

O. 
Oakley,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  speech  of,  on  the  re  • 

moralof  the  Seat  of  Government   -        -    3S0 
speech  of,  on  the  proposed  bounty  to  British 

deserters        -        -    .    .        -  -    3»7 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  com- 
munications from  Ghent  Commissioners  -    888 
speech  o^  on  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of 

Ways  and  Means  -        -  480,  463,  457 

speech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill  •  -  -  604 
remarks  o(  on  the  Bank  bill  -  -  -  589 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Messrs.  IngersoII  and 

Ingham 618 

Officers  of  the  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell, 
the  SecreUry  of  War  wa^  directed  to  lay 
before  the  House  a  list  of  the  -        -    394 

Officen  of  the  Customs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk^ 
of  Vermont,  the    Judiciary    Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  further  provision  for 
aiding  and  protecting,  Ac      ...    306 
the  oommittee  were  discharged         -        -418 
Ordnance  Department,  a  bill  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the,  twice  read,  dbc.  -        -      '  •  lOtXi 
ordered  to  athtrd  reading         ...  1083 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1085 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1138 

read  and  committed 1183 

P. 
Parker,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 393 

Patterson,  Com.  Paniel  T.,  a  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  expressing  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to   ^ 1154 

twice  read 1156 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously  1167 
Pay  of  Members,  Mr.  Sbipherd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution concerning  the    -        -       ^       -  1131 
which  was  negatived        -        -        -       -  1138 
Mr.  Fisk  submitted  a  resolution  concerning  1189 
indefinitely  postponed        <        -        -        •.1190 
Pay  of  the  Troops,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  of 
Tennessee,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  any 
kind  of  money  used  by  Government  for» 
should  be  receivable  for  taxes        -        •    565 
said  committee  reported  the  inexpediency 
of  designating  the  kind  of  money  receiva- 
ble for  Uxes 717 

Payment  for  Property  lost,  dec,  a  hill  authoris- 
ing, twice  read       .....  1110 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  -1111 

Peacock  and  L'Epervier^  the,  a  resolution  from 
the  Senate  relative  to  the  action  between, 
twioe  read,  and  referred         ...    384 
repotted  without  amendment     ...    394 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously    413 
Commodore  Warrington's  account  of  the 
action  between  the         •>.      •       •       -  1808 


Page. 

Pearson,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  speech  of,  on 

the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gbvernm^nt   -    314 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stockton    -        -    357 
remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  Bank  bill    1039 

Pennington,  Governor  William,  of  New  Jersey, 

letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  War        -  1798 
Pennsylvania,  returns  of  members  of  Congress 

elect,  from  certain  districts  of        •        -    771 
Penny,  Joshua,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in      -        -        .        .  1078 
Pensions  and   Revolutionary  Claims,  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  on        -    803 
Perkins,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twioe  read    -  1047 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1085 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1085 
Pickens,  Israel,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 308 

Pickeriiig,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  appear- 
ed, and  took  his  seat       -        -    .    -        -    886 
remarks  of,  on  the  Peace  Establishment  1 199, 1304 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment      -        .        .1317,1350 
Pike,  General  Z.  M.    (See  Reward  of  Valor.) 
Pinkoey,  Major  William,  statement  of,  to  the 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  dtc     ...  1659 
Pitkin,  Timothy,  of  Connecticut,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 898 

remarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill        -  1041 
Pleasants,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  report  rda- 

tive  to  bounty  on  prisoners     ...    344 
speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  in  honor  of 

Com.  Macdonough         ....    ggg 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  respecting 

the  Peacock  and  L'Epender  -       •        -    ^li 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  purchase  small 

armed  vessels 548 

remarks  o^  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 
the  same        ......    555 

Plenipotentiaries.    (See  Ghent  Commisiumere,) 
Post^  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means    -        -     454, 457 
remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank      -       -    498 
Poetmasters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  concerning  com- 
pensation to 908 

Poet  Office  Establishment,  i  bill  ii^  addition  to 

the  aet  to  regulate  the,  twice  read  -        -  1064 
ordered  to  a  thud  reading  -       -       •        -1140 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1144 
Poet  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on  •  -    888 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

twice  read 1188 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1168 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1171 
returned  from  the  Senate,  withamendmente  1195 

and  concurred  in 1808 

Potomac  Company,  Mr.  Ringgold  presented  die 

petition  of  the,  referred  ....  1066 
Potter,  £lisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 345 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means        ....    456 
speech  0^  on  the  Bank  bill        -        .       .  1109 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment   1308,1885 


liz 


INDEX. 


ffouie  Proceeding$  find  DebateB, 


Pag6. 
Pie-emption,  a  bill  giring  the  right  of,  to  certain 

settlers  in  Indiant,  twice  read         -        -    666 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -      '  •  1106 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        -  1112 
returned  from,  the  Senate,  with  amendment!  1176 
and  concurred  in        -        -        -        -       ,-  1185 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevenion,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Landa  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  the  right 
of,  in  Illinois  Territory    ....    640 
PfiioneiB  of  War,  a  correspondence  on  the  suV 

jectof 1366 

convention  for  the  exchange  of  -        -        -  1367 
Private  Property  lost,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hall, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid* 
ing  for  payment  of         ....    335 
(See  Payment  for  Property  Lo$t.) 
Protested  Bills,  Mr.  Hawkins  submitted  a  reso. 
lution  concerning,  which  was  laid  on  the 

table 1196 

F^rotocoly  draught  of  the  original,  of  conferences 

at  Ghent 1316 

Public  Buildings,  Mr.  Lewis  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  repairs  of  the  -        -        .    413 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        .        -    414 
report  of  said  committee    ....    628 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing, 

dbc«  the,  twice  read  ....  635 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  tile  tame  tenor  -  1 192 
twice  read,  and  reiiftrred  ....  1123 
rcaotigd  with  amendments  -  1132 

oraered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .1139 

read  a  third  time 1141 

and  after  mueh  opposition,  passed      -        .1148 
report  of  the  Saperinteifdent  of  the    •        -  1728 
PvUic  Debt,  Mr.  Pitkin  submitted  a  resolution 
directing  the  Secretaty  of  the  Treasury  to 
lay  before  the  House  a  statement  of  the, 

^       - 660 

a  letter  from  that  officer  with  the  statement 

required 1268 

Public  £xpenditiirei,appointment  of  the  standnig 

Committee  on  .....  a08 
a  r^wrt  leeoamending  a  committee  to  «it 

during  the  recess 1264 

Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on      308 

Pwblic  Road,  Mr.  Hvaofihreys  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitents  of  Teuwssee, 
praying  the  crtahlishmentof  a  certein,  xe- 
ArredtotheSeoetaiyofWar  -    -ill 

Pvchasers  of  Public  Lands,  a  bill  giving  ibrther 

time  to,  read  twice  ....  716 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1074 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1076 

Q. 

(tuakers,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  petition  of 

the,  praying  exemption  fivm  militaiy  duty    997 

Qoarter  Sections,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Landa  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  divi- 
ding the         771 

^norum,  an  interchaoge  of  messages  respecting 

the  formation  of  a  -        ....    392 

Cluotas  of  Militia,  a  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  on  the 

Bttbject  of       .        .        .        .        .        .    g79 


5tt 


Rangers,  Mr.  'Btevenson  submitted  t  roolctiofl 
that  the  Military  Committee  be  isstnded 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  con^ 
uing  the  number  of,  heretofore  aatboriiei, 
which  was  not  agreed  to  .  .  .  (^ 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  nise  cer- 
tain companies  o^  twice  read,  tnd  iderred  976 
reported  without  amendment,  and  oidered 

to  a  third  reading 1971 

Teed  a  third  time,  and  pasted    «      -     •  IflS 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  sBodmaii  UN 
read,  end  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tifafe  •     -  HII 
Reeeipta  and  Payments  at  the  TrBsraij,  ittto- 

ment  of !*• 

Reduction  of  the  Anny  and  Navy,  Mr.  Jicba, 
of  Virginia,  ofierad  sundiy  molalini 

concerning  a IW 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  •      •      .     •  11(5 
Reed,  John,  of  Massaehosetts,  appesndudtNk 

his  seat  ^ 

Reed,  William,  of  MassachusettJ,  appealed  and 

took  hie  seat ^ 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concermng  fliaHamed 
▼easels  -        -        -       .      »      •     • 
Refugees,  Mr.  Kilbou^n  snbmittsd  sienhilin 
instructing  the    Commitlee  on  Pobb 
Lande  to  leport  a  hiii  /or  thsaaieofJaai 
heretofore    reserved   for;  whkh,  ^ 
amended,  was  agreed  to        -     '^  '^ 
Reindeer  and  Waep»  a  leaolutioa  ^  ^  ^  ... 
ata  in  relation  to  the,  refeirsd      •     '  *IJ 
reported  without  amendment,  and  twicaiy  w 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  nnaainoi^  «» 
Relative  Powers  of  the  General  sod  SfMaw^ 
enunenta  over  the  Militia,  natm  ee^ 
respondenoes  on  the  subject  ^^'     ' " 
Removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govemmeat,  Mr.  T», 
of  New  York,  submitted  a  ra^Jntiop  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  eipedwncy 

of  a -     • 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  sppofated  • 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hotue  » reso™. 
tion  of  the  city  authorities  of  PhiWelpW. 
offering  accommodation  to  Congw"^"  ^ 
the  event  of  a,  referred  -  "  .  /  " 
a  report  of  said  committee  that  a, »  me^ 
dien%  Nvereed  by  the  caatinj  ^f^ 
Sjpeaker,  and  the  report  refcned  to  »•  ^ 
Cfommittee  of  the  Whole  •   . 

the  Committee  of  the  Whde  ^^^  «»  ^ 
dpaaker'a  vote,  and  order  a  biH     •     ^  ^ 
a  bill  authorizing  the,  read        -      •  - 
the  second  reading  objected  to  bj  *ir.  ' 
.syth,andamotionbyMr.Rbettoii3eci  ^ 

the  bill  negatived  -       '      '      '     .  396 
the  bill  read  a  second  time        '      '     .  396 
iu  third  reading  negatived       -      ' 
Renner,  Daniel,  Sd  Nath«iiel  Hc^'J^ 

makers,  of  Baltimore,  Mr.  McIUm  pi^  ^ 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred      -        ^ 
an  adverae  report  made  '      '.  $11 

and  concurred  in  -  '  *.  r  Mi 
Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  on  ^^li^ 
McLean,  the  Commitlee  «fl/«Xi^ 
were  instructed  to  inquire  mU)  w  •*r^  ^j 
diency  of  proriding  for  the  a^  ^ 
a  bill  regulaUng  the  sale  of  certain, »  ^ 
read       .        .       -       •       ' 
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House  Proceedings  and  Debates, 


Beserred  Sactiona  of  Land — continoed.  Paga. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .        *  1071 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     -        -        -  1063 
Retaliation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oroarenor,  a  com* 
mittee  was  appointed  to   request  of  the 
PreaideatsQch  information  as  ho  may  con- 
sistently communicate  in  relation  to  the 
ayatemo^&c        .        .        .        .        «    3M 
a  Message  from  the  Preatdent^  transmitting 

the  infi>rmati<m  asked  fbr       -        -        •    496 
correspondence  between  the  Becretary  of 
State  and  Admiral  Cochrane,  on  the  sab* 

jectof -  1231 

Rflviflal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment  oC 

the  standing  Committee  on    -        •        -    d04 
Reward  of  Valor,  Mr.  Troup  reported  sundry 

resolutions  for  the 1183 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        •        -        -  1134 
Rhea,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  remarks  of,  on  Mr. 

Fisk's  resolution    -        -        -        -        •    314 
on  bis  motion  to  reject  the  bill  for  removal 

of  thoBeatofGoremment     -        -        -    388 
on  reaolution  respecting  the  pay  of  members  1131 
on  the  redaction  of  the  Army  and  Navy    -  1166 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixings  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment   1224 

Rich,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  speech  of,  on  his  resolu- 
tion for  claasification  of  miUtia       •        -  1126 
Riddels,  Thomas,  a  report  from  the  SecreUry  of 

the  Nayy  on  the  petition  of   -        -        -  1113 
Ridgely,  Henry  M.,  of  Uelaware,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 1070 

Ringgold,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat-        -        -        -        -        -    377 

Roberts,  Joseph  G.,  an  advene  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of 1112 

Robertson,  Thomas  Boiling,  of  Louisiana,  ap-  • 

peered,  and  took  his  seat        ...    577 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means       -  -        -    464 

on  his  resolution  concerning  a  bownty  to 

privateers      .•-'-.-    518 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank  1028 
speech  of,  on  the  proposed  vote  of  thanks  to 
General  Jackson 1167 


remarks  of,  on  the  modttcalions  repotted  by 
die  conferees  on  Military  Estabfishment  - 


1271 


RobinsoD,  William^  and  others,  a  biM  fbr^  relief 

ef»  twice  read 992 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1671 
TOad  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1078 
Ross,  Anthony  B.,  a  bill  aothoriaing  the  dv- 

eharge  of,  dtc,  twice  read      -        -        -1164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -  1177 
t  read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -1187 

^  S. 

Saddle  Horses.  (See  Household  Furniture,  4-cO 

Salarieo  and  Income,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Farrow, 

I  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 

instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  laying  a  tax  on  -        -        -        -    628 

'  report  of  inexpediency  of  such  a  tax  -        -    716 

Sales  at  Auction,  dec,  a  bill  laying  duties  on, 

twice  read fi** 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  700 
read  a  third  time,  and  piuised  -  "  -  -  708 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmento  980 
referred  to  a  committee  -  -  -  -  934 
agreement  reported,  and  concurred  in        -    988 


Page* 
Saltus,  Son,  and  Company,  a  bill  for  relief  o( 

twice  read 1096 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -1119 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -1 120 
Sands,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred ii22 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third     ^ 

reading ii69 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1171 
Savage,  James,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 1154 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        *  1176 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  ii87 
Schinnick,  Jacob,  and  others,  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 75» 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      ...  1047 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1068 
Schools  in  Mississippr,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
provide  for  leasing  certain  sections  of 
lands  reserved  for  the  support  of    .        .    998 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1014 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1088 
Behtdtx  and  Vogelcr.  (See  Sehinnickj  Jaeoh  and 

others,) 
Sehlireman,  James,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared, 

and  took  hia  seat   .....    336 
Scott,  Major  General  W.,  opinion  of;  on  the  best 

mode  of  subsisting  the  Army  -        •  1789 

Seats  within  the  House,  Mr.  Fisk,  of  liew  Toik, 
submitted  a  resolution  to  amend  the  rules 
so  as  to  admit  ofileers  who  receive  the 
thanks  of  Congress  for  gallantry,  dbc,  to  1140  ' 
amended,  and  agreed  to  .  -  -  .  1144 
Sergeant*at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  increase  the  compensation  of 

Aeir ntt 

twice  read,  and  committed         ...  1175 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed,  and 
the  Senate  agreed  to  the  amendment      -  1288 
Sevier,  Captain  Alexander,  an  adverse  report  on 

the  petition  of,  agreed  to        -        -        .    412 
Seybert,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarks  of,  on 

the  bill  concerning  discriminating  duties  1218 
Shane,  Anthony,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  Were  in- 
straeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
to  certain  lands  to          ....    518 
a  bill  to  that  eflf^  twice  read    -        -        .  1096 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -^      -        -1153 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  1154 
reported  with  amendments         ...  1168 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •                -  1169 
Sharp,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  speech  oC  on  the  boun- 
ty to  deserters 888 

remarks  of,  on  the  Voiunteers  bill      -        -    620 

on  the  Bank  bill 698 

on  the  Senate's  apportionment  of  the  mititia    718 
speech  Of,  on  the.  vote  of  thanks  to  General 

Jackson,  &c *  1168 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Establishment  •  1208 
Shaw,  Noah,  report  on  the  petition  of  -  >  718 
Shaw,  John,  letter  from,  to  the  Committee  on 

Naval  Aflairs 1058 

Shefiey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

hia  seat 522 

speech  of,  on  the  MilitU  bin      -        -        -    850 
on  the  Peace  Establishment     ...    1214 
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Shelby,  Governor  Itaac.    (See  Reward  of  Valor,) 
Sherwood,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  «eat 310 

Shipherd,  Z.  R.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 366 

speech  of,  on  the  increase  of  taxes      -        -    469 
on  the  Militia  hill      ...        -        .    819 
remarks  in  explanation  of  bis  resolution  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  members   -        -        -  1131 
Silver  Plate  and  Jewelry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  laying  a  duty  on      -        -        -  1103 
Simmons,  William,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry 1729 

Sinking  Fund,  the  Commissioners  of  the,  made 

their  annual  report         >        -        -        -  1130 
the  report  in  full        •        -        •        ...  1497 
Slaymaker,  Amos,  a  new  member  from  Pennsyl- 
▼ania,  in  place  of  James  Whitehili,  re- 
signed, was  qualified,  iind  took  his  seat  -    870 
Smith,  W.  8.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 376 

remarks  of,  on  calling  for  a  report  from  the 
committee  on  the  capture  of  Washington    534 
Smith,  Isaac,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 396 

Smith,  Isaac,  and  G.  Caldwell,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read -  1070 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  noi 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     >        -        -  1102 
.  Smith,  Brigadier  General  Walter,  statement  of, 

to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  -        .        .  1633 
Smith,  John  Cotton,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  War,  and  others  *        -  1774 

fi^aafcer  of  the  House,  remarks  of  the,  on  giving 

his  casting  vote  against  the  bank    -        -  1036 
reply  oi,  to  the  vote  of  thanks  of  the  Hpuse  1269 
Special  Courts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the 
Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing, 

in  certain  cases 701 

Spirite  distilled  within  the  United  SUtes,  a  bill 
laying  duties  on,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   649 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 651 

read  a  tiUrd  time,  and  passed  ...  703 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente  772 
read,  and  referred  •  -  -  ...  799 
agreement  reported  and  accepted  to  all  the 

amendments  except  one         -        -        -    871 
the  Senate  insisted  and  asked  a  conference     902 

managers  appointed 930 

rmort  of  the  managers  agreed  to        -    .   •    938 
Messrs.  McKim  and  Uawes  presented  peti- 
tions, praying  a  diminution  of  the  duties 
on,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means 1209 

Spnggs,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     1 164 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        ...  1176 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        •  1187 

Staff  Officers  of  the  Armjr,  a  bill  directing  the,  to 

comply  with  certein  requisitions  of  naval 

and  marine  officers,  twice  read       •        -    897 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    756 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...    757 

Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the         -    303 


Standing  Rules,  Mr.  Rhea  submitted  an  addition 
to  the 

Mr.  Roberteon  moved  the  luapenaioii  of  we 
ofthe 

Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  tn  ameiidiDent  to 
the 
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705 
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Stansbury,  Brigadier  General  T.  E^  itatement 

of,  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiiy    .     .  y^ 
State   and   District  Courts,  t  bill  coooemiDf, 

twice  read !  uu 

read  a  third  time,  and  ptaaed    -      -     ,\VA 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in \^ 

Stationery,  Binding,  dec,  a  joint  resoiotion  from 
the  Senate  appointing  a  committee  on  the 

subject  of 99g 

^ad  three  times,  and  conconed  in    •     •  lOU 
a  resolution  from  the  Senate  directing  Ae 
manner  of  providing  •      •     •  ISM 

twice  read 1*56 

Stephenson,  Benjamin,  a  delegate  from  Illinos, 
in  place  of  Shadraek  Bond,ren|ned.vtt 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat    •     •     .560 
Sterret,  Lieutenant  Cdlonel  Jompb,atatemeDt  of, 

to  the  Committee  of  Inqniiy  -     •     •  164$ 
Stewart,  Commodore  Charles,  a  letter  from, on 

the  Nai^al  Establishment      •     -     -im 
Stills,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  iiudi^- 

owners  of IMT 

i  resolution  offered  by  Mi.  Rnggles  to  re- 
duce the  taxes  on,  negatived  •  •  \V3, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Sherwood,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any  alteration  was  neces- 
sary in  the  laws  laying  duties  on  •  •  UK 
Stockton,  Richard,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  ind 

took  his  Mat  305 

speech  of,  on  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of 

Government  -       "  .    "    . '     '  ^ 

on  his  motion  to  postpone  indefioitelj  the 

Militia  bill «* 

remarks  of;  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Bank  biU         ^^• 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment    ^'^ 

Strong,  Gov^or  Caleb,  correspondence  of, with 

the  Secretary  of  War     -      •      \,'^'^ 
Stiown,  Joel,  and  others,  report  on  the  petitioB 

of,  committed * 

Stuart,  Mr.,  remarks  oft  on  the  bill  finof  the 

Peace  Establishment     -      .      .       int 
Subsisting  the  Army,  opimonsof  offioen  in  reli* 

tion  to  the  best  mode  of        -      ;     '  ''^ 

Suffrage,  right  of.    (See  dSstimppi  Tenitery.) 

Sunday  Mails,  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Yiiginia.  pr^ 

sented  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 

of  West  Liberty,  praying  the  aboliihment 

of,  referred  to  the  Post  Office  Committee 

Mr.  Sherwood  presented  similar  petiUoni 

from  New  York,  referred  to  same  -     -  ^ 
Mr.  Bigelow,  the  same,  from  ths  Westmm- 

ister  Association,  referred  to  same 
Mr.  Farrow,  the  sam^  from  South  Caiolmfc 
referred  to  same     -       -       •      ;  ^7' 
the  Post  Office  Committee  discharged,  and 
the  petition  referred  to  the  Poslmastff  ^ 
General         -        -       ■       "      '     ' 
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Sunday  Mails— continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Fanow  also  presented  a  resolution  to 
instruct  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  prohibiting  ....  1066 
sundry  other  petitions  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter, referred  ....  1074,1075 
rej^rt  of  the  Postmaster  General,  that  it  is 

mexpedtent  to  grant  the  prayer      •        •  1076 
read,  and  committed  ....  1084 

reported,  and  considered    -        .        .        •  1146 

and  concurred  in 1147 

Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  salary  for  the, 
was  struck  out  of  the  Appiopriatien  bill  -  1116 
Supplies  to  Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
port, at  next  session,  a  statement  of  the 
amounts  of,  under  the  superintendency  of 

Wm.  H.Harrison 1866 

Suspension  of  Direct  Tax  Collection,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a,  in  cer- 
tain districts  of  said  State  -  -  -  616 
Suspension  of  a  Rule,  Mr.  Webster  submitted  a 

resolution  for  a 1080 

T. 
Taggart,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 377 

Tollmadge,  Benjamin,  of  Connecticut,  appeared, 

and  took  his  asat 612 

Tariff  of  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr*  Eppea,  the 
Secretory  of  the  Treasury  was  direeted  to 
report,  at  the  next  session,  a  general,  dec  1 186 
Tfttham,  William,  Mr.  Nela<Mi  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  Co  War  Department  •  1073 
a  bill  anthoriiing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
purchase  the  topographical  materials  o^ 

twice  read 1163 

Tayloe,  Ideutenant  Colonel  John,  statement  of, 

to  the  Committee  of  Inqui^  •        -        •  1663 
Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 389 

ramaika  o(  on  the  petition  ibr  a  genenl 

Bankrupt  law 870 

on  the  amended  Bank  bill  -        •        -       -1041 

Taylor,  Captain  Richard,  sen.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Johnson,  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  dee., 

were  instructed  to  inquire  into-  the  expe- 

dieney  of  allowing  the  clatani  of     •        •    613 

Tel&ir,  Thomas,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and  took 

bis  seat 308 

r«marks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill        •  1044 
Tenniaon,  SamneL    (See  Guy,  Mattheuj,) 
Tluuiks,  a  vote  o^  to  the  Speaker,  unanimously 

pa«ed 1368 

Thaiiks|[iTing,  Mr.  Culpeper  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  President  to  recom- 
mend a  day  of  public      ...        .1169 
read  twice,  amenaed,  and  refurred  to  a  select 

committee 1176 

reported  with  amendmenu,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1191 

rcMul  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1194 
•  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent with  the  resolution     ....  1367 
tfia  President's  proclamation  recommending 
aday  ofpublM  -  1880 


Page. 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Wright  presented  the 
petition  of,ior  increase  of  compensation, 
refiBired 1171 

committee  discharged,  and  petition  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  State         -        -        -  1198 
Tingey,  Commodore  Thomas,  a  letter  from,  on 

the  subject.of  the  Naval  Establishment   •  1068 

the  statement  o^  to  the  Committee  of  In- 
quiry      1677 

Titles  to  Lands,  Mr.  Robertson  presented  the  pe- 
tttion*  of  sundry  inhabitanto  of  Louisiana 
in  relation  to,  referred    .       -       .       .    433 
Todd,  Charles,  a  bill  for  reliefer  twice  read      -  1144 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       •       -1368 
Tools  destroyed  at  the  Navy  Yard,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  fer  relief  of  sundry  persons 
who  have  suffered  by  having  theb,  twice 
read -  1366 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •       -        .  1374 
Trading-Honses  with  the  Indians,  a  MO  from  the 
Senate  to  continue  in  force  the  act  estab- 
lishing   1196 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1309 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1366 
Transportation  of  Baggage,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Humphrm,  the  Mifitary  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorising  payment  to  officers  under 
the  command  of  General  Jackson  for  cer^ 

tain 633 

Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the, 

referred  - 311 

report  on  the  state  of  the,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means     •        -        -    401 

five  thousand  copies  of  report  ordered  to  be 
printed  -        -        .       ...        .    410 
Treasury  Notes,  Mr.  Hall  submitted  sundry  res- 

citttions  concerning       ....    667 

the  second  reeokition  rejected,  the  third  laid 
on  the  table 669 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
notes  of  any  bank  refusing  to  receive, 
should  not  be  taken  in  payment  of  dues 
to  the  United  States       .        .        -        -    884 

Mr.  Law  submitted  a  rseoiution  concerning  1046 

a  Mil  to  authorise  the  issuing  of,  twice  read  1111 

considered,  and  recommitted      ...  1134 

reported  with  amendments,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -       -       •  1133 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       -       •       -1146 

read  a  tfiird  time,  and  pMsed     ...  1148 

returned  from  the  Senate  vrith  amendmenta, 
and  referred 1174 

agreement  reported,  and  accepted       -        -1177 
Treaty  of  Peaee,  a  meesage  transmitting  infor- 

mataon  of  a,  vrith  Great  Britain      -        •  1171 

sundry  letters  and  documenta  accompanying 
the  message 1373 

copy  of  the  projet  of  the,  referred  to    •        -1383 

copy  of  the,  as  finally  agreed  upon  and 

signed -       -  1409 

Troup,  George  M.,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and 

tookhisseat 303 

remarks  of,  on  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of 
Goremment 318 

on  the  resolutions  in  honor  of  Brown,  Scott, 
dec 340 

on  the  Volunteers  bill       -        -       -    619,  634 
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Qtmge  M.  Troap-— continued.  Page, 

speech  ot,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  calling  for 

mililia  -------    706 

remarks  of»  on  indefinite  postponement  of  ihe 

same -       -    973 

on  the  resolution  for  classifying  the  militia  -  11S9 
speech  of,  on  the  wte  of  thanks  to  Oenaral 

Jackson 1156 

on  the  bill  filing  Peaoe  BstablishmeBt  llSfi,  1S08 

U. 

Unconfirmed  claims  to  land  in  MmMniri  Terri- 
tory, on  motion  of  Mr.  Qaston,  the  C»m*> 
mittee  on  Public  Lands  weie  instmeled 
concerning 1046 

Uniform  Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  theact  more  ^Kie- 

taally  to  provide  for  %  read  twice  -       -  1071 


I  bill  to  incorporate 


1108 


indefinitely  postponed 

Uakm  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a 

the,  read  twice       •        .        .        I        .    548 

Union  Bank  of  (Jeargetown,  Mr.  Lewis  pieseated 
the  petition  of  the ;  raferaed  to  the  Com«> 
mittee  on  the  District  of  Columhia »        *    416 

V. 
Van  Neas,  General  John  P.,  statement  of,  to  the 

Committee  of  Inqniiy     ....  1689 
Vessels  therein  described,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
anthorizing  the  President  to  cause  to  be 
boilt  or  purchased  the,  read  twioe»  and  re* 

fened 518 

reported  without  amendment     r        -        -  58S 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as 

amended 548 

the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendment!  and 

a  conference  held  -       -       -       .       •  560 

report  of  managers  agreed  to     -        •        •  566 
Vice  President  of  the  United  Slatea,  the  death 
of  the,  announced  by  the  Secretaiy  of  the 

Senate,  and  resolutions  thereupon  -       -  689 
Vincennes^  a  bill  giving  further  time  lor  location 
of  certain  confiimed  daims  to  land  in  the 

district  of,  read  twice      ....  984 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  938 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment  976 

and  ooncuired  in 989 

Vkginia  Military  Land  Warrants,a  bill  firom  the 

Senate  respecting 416 

read  twice^  and  committed         .        ^       .  488 
reported  without  amendment     ...  488 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  497 
Virginia  Reeolution  Warrants,  bill  £rom  the  Sen- 
ate giving  tether  time  |o  complete  sur- 
veys, dtc       .......  974 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        .        .  1084 

committee  discharged         -        -        -        -  1148 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -1164 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1163 
Volunteers,  a  bin  to  authorise  the  Ptvsldent  to 

accept  the  services  o(  read  twice    -        -  488 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  588 

read  a  thiid  time,  and  passed     ...  755 

returned  £rom  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1043 

read,  and  referred      .....  1047 

agreed  to  with  an  amendment   ...  1066 

the  Senate  agreed  and  disagreed                -  1071 

referred  to  the  Military  Committee    -        -  1073 

a  report  to  insist  agreed  to         -        -        -  1074 

the  Senate  also  insist,  and  ask  a  conference  1075 

report  of  managers  respecting,  agreed  to    -  lOiO 


W.  Ftge. 

Wagons  and  Hurses  lost,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky submitted  a  resolution  respecting  -    565 
Ward,  Thomas,  of  N.  Jersey,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ....         .        .    ao8 

Ward,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  speedi  o(  on  the 

MiUtiabill 90i 

Washington,  W.  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  read 

twice 953 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -  1007 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     ...  1063 
Washington  Bridge  Company,  Mr.  Kent  nreeent- 
ed  the  petition  of  the ;  referred  to  the  War 

Department 310 

Wasp  and  Reindeer,  Captain  Blakeley's  aeeonnt 

of  the  action  between  the        ...  iggt 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  atanding 

Committee  of  -  -  -  -  -  308 
a  report  firom  sai8  committee,  with  «  letler 

from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  -        -    401 
debate  on  the  report  of  committee    419p  454, 491 
(See  Bank  of  the  United  States,') 
Webster,  Daniel,  of  New  Hampdiire,  appeand, 

and  took  his  seat  .....  393 
speech  of,  on  the  increase  of  direct  taxes  -  459 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bfll  -  •  635 
on  reducing  the  proposed  capital  of  the  Bank  643 
on  printing  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Inquiry  ....        -        .    689 

speech  of,  on  the  Bank  bill       -        -        -  1014 
remaika  oi;  on  the   dassificalion  of  the 

1138 


Wells,  Benjamin,  and  others,  a  faiU  fin  Ih*  lelief 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred  ...  996 
fepnted  with  an  amandmeBt  ...  1073 
oiteed  to  a  tUid  reading  -  -1088 

reada^iid4iaM,andpaaMd     •  '1085 

returned  irom  the  Senate  with  an  amende  - 

OMitf 1140 

read,  and  concuired  in  -  -  -  «  1144 
Weetem  and  Noithwestim  Fionlier,«n  motaon 
of  Mr.  Gaston,  the  Militaiy  Committee 
were  instomcted  to  inquire  cenoemingtke 
defence  of--  --.-623 
West  ]\oiBt,  ft  hill  ftom  thft  Senate  making  te- 
ther provision  for  completiiv  ^^  puhlii 

buUdings  at 1195 

read  twice 1306 

ordered  to  a  tlKfd  reading  ....  1269 
read  a  third  time,  and  pinaed     .       •       -  1369 
an  act  making  tether  piovinon  fer  eeah* 
pledng  the  piAlic  buildings  at  -  1838 

Wheaton,  Laban,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   .        .        .        .       •    393 
Whitehill,  James,  of  Pennsyivania,  resignation  of, 

and  vacancy  filled  ... 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia  Privatea  skin  in 
uie  service,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Montgom- 
ery, (amended  by  Mr.  Desha,  to  include 
those  who  may  die  or  have  died  in  the  eei^ 
vice,)  die  Committee  of  Claims  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  provision  fer  the    - 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice    -        -        • 
read  a  third  time,'*and  passed     .        -       • 
Widows  and  Children  of  non-commissioned  Offi- 
cers and  Privates  in  the  Regular  Army, 
Mr.  Kilboum,  of  Ohio»  submitted  a  j 
lution  respecting  provision  fer 


879 
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Widows  and  Children— coutiniied.  Page, 
raiolation  agreed   toi,  tad    eomimttee  in- 
structed          638 

a  bill  io  pnraaanea  thereof  reported    -        -    687 
WUeox,  Jeduthan,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared* 

and  took  his  seat 804 

Williams,  Isaac,  jr^  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -        -        -        .        -        -    668 
Wilson,  John,  of  Massachnsetls,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 396 

remarks  of,  on  his  reeolation  to  sospend  the 

collection  of  direct  tax  in  certain  districts    616 
on  his  motion  to  amend  the  bill  taxing  man- 
ufactures.       933 

Wilson,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarks  of,  on  the 

proposed  National  Bank         ...    497 
Winder,  Brigadier  G«nerai  W.  H.»  leave  was 
granted  to,  to  withdraw  the  oiiginai  doeo- 
ments  furnished  bj  him  to  the  Committee 

oflnquiry 1086 

the  nanrattTe  of,  to  the  said  committee        -  1600 
Winter,  Elisha  J.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 308 

Wise,  George  8.,  a  bill  for  relief  o(  twice  real  -  1116 
reported,  and  ordered  to  lie  on^the  table      -  1124 
Wood,  Abiel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared^  and 

took  his  seat-        -        -        •        -        -  1026 
Woodward,  John.    (See  Guy  Matthew,^ 
Wright,  Robert,  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and  tobk 

hiiseat 808 

remarks  o^  on  Mr.  JacksonVi  motion  to 

amend  the  Constitution  ...    326 

speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  remore  the  fiieat  of 

Government 391 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committoe 

of  Ways  and  Means  -  -  441,464,466 
on  the  proposed  National  Bank  -  -  496 
on  Mr.  Wilson's  resohxtion        -  -    616 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  smaU  armed 

Tesaals 646 

remarks  of;  on  the  proposed  Bank  of  the 

United  States 684 

on  striking  ont  the  third  saotion  thei«of  -  614 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  tho  Bank  bill  1081 
on  the  daasiflcatioa  of  the  militia  -  -1128 
remarks  of,  introdactory  of  a  reaahition  oott- 

oeming  hmds  to  the  Aioiy     -        -        -1163 
speech  o(  on  the  bill  forming  the  Peaoe  Ba- 
tablishment 1231 


YaBoey,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  ramaiks  of»  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means 441,462 

on  Mr.  IngessoU*s  resolution  concerning  car* 

tain  collectors •  622 

on  printing  Mr.  Jackson's  report        -        -    691 
on  the  amended  Bank  bill         -        •        -  1041 
Yaxoo  Claims,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  commissioners  appointed 
under  the  act  for  indemnifying  oectain 
persons,  dkc.  .....    992 

a  bni  from  tiie  Senate  supplemenury  to  the 
act  providing  for,  d^.,  twice  read,  and  re< 

fbred 1039 

reported  with  amendments         -                -  1042 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1078 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1083 
the  Senate  agree  with  an  amendment^  which 
is  conewred  in 1086 


Page. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  considering  Mr.  Fisk's  reso- 
lution for  TQmoval  of  the  Beat  of  Govern- 
ment      312 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  -  322 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  ...  328 
on  considering  the   resolution  to  grant  a 

bounty  to  British  deserters  .  .  >.  327 
on  adopting  the  same  ....  338 
on  that  portion  of  Mr.  Jackson's  resolution 

relating  to  a  National  Bank   -        •        -    337 
on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  to  reverse  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  his  resolution  con- 
cerning removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment      341 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  motion  -  844 
on  the  motion  to  agree  to  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  391 
on  rejecting  the  bill  for  removal  of  the  Seat 

of  Government  .....  396 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  396 
on  amending  the  resolution  for  the  purchase 

of  Jefferson's  library  -  -  -  398,411 
on  amending  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Moans  458, 479,  480, 481, 498 

on  increasing  the  direct  tax  one  hundred  per 

cent 468,498 

on  continuing  the  direct  tax      •        •        •    478 
OB  imposing  an  additional  doty  en  postage    491 
on  exempting  tallow  candles  from  taxation    492 
on  exempting  spermaceti  candles  from  tax- 
ation      498 

on  exempting  furniture  from  taxation  •  494 
on  adopting  the  resolutions  taxing  manoflio 

turn,  dtc -    494 

on  adopting  the  resolution  reported  by  the 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  -  -  498 
on  amending  the  Jjoan  bill  -  -  611,  612 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  Claima 

in  the  case  of  Thomas  Cutis  •  -  -  629 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  vetanteers   688, 

640 
on  Mr.  Hall's  second  resolution  concermng 

Treaiury  notes 666 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  Claims 

in  the  case  of  Renner  and  Heath  •  «  628 
on  amending  the  second  section  of  the  Bank 

biU 629 

on  agreeing  to  that  seotion  aa  amended      •    631 
on  concurring  with  the  Comautlee  of  the 
WMe  in  the  amendment  leuehing  Gevi- 
emment  directors  .....    682 
on  other  amendmenU  to  the  Bank  bill    633,  634 
on  reducing  the  duty  on  distilled  spirits     -    649 
on  adding  a  new  section  to  the  bill  concern- 
ing dialed  spirits  ....    660 
iUk  further  amending  the  same    .        -       •    660 
on  a  motion  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the  bank    666 
on  the  previous  question    ....    686 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Bank  bill         •    686 
on  recommitting  the  bill  oonoeming  spirits 

distilled,  dtc.  .        .        :        .        .    699  . 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  700 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 

on  sales  at  auction,  dtc  ...  708 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  dnties 

on  carriages,  disc.    .        .        .        •  704 

on  amending  llie  Senate  bill  for  filling  the 

ranks  of  the  Army  -     749,  T68,  764 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  samo        -        -    766 
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Yeas  and  Nays — oontinued.  Page, 

on  the  final  pauage  of  the  same  -  -  756 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  th^  Militia  bill  868 
on  concurring  in  an  amendment  to  the  same  869 
on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  bill  concerning  spirits,  &c  -  -  871 
on  amending  the  Militia  bill  882,  897, 898,  900 
on  the  previous  question  touching  the  same  901 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  928 
on  amending  the  bill  taxing  manufactures    935, 

936,  937 
on  amending  the  bill  taxing  household  fur- 
niture, dec. 989 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  taxing  man- 
ufactures        9«) 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  taxing  house- 
hold furniture,  Ac.         -        -        -        -    967 
on  amending  the  bill  laying  a  direct  tax    958, 

959,  962 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  971 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  disagree- 
ing votes  on  the  Militia  bill,  dec.  -  -  974 
on  receding  from  amendments  to  the  same  975 
on  amending  the  Bank  bill  -  -  -  991 
on  concurring  with  the  managers  on  the 

Militia  bill 993 

on  the  previous  question  on  the  Bank  bill  994 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  995 
on  recommitting  the  same  -  -  997,1033 
on  concurring  with  the  committee  on  the 

same 998, 999 

on  Mr.  Farrow's  motion  to  amend  the  same  1009 
on  laying  the  same  on  the  table  -  101 0, 1024 
on  the  previous  question  on  the  same  -  1011 
on  the  passage  of  said  bill  ...  1025 

on  reconsidering  the  last  vote  ...  1030 
on  amending  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse 

with  the  enemy      -        1034,  1035,  1086,  1037 
on  concurring  with  the  committee's  amend- 
ments to  the  Bank  bill   -        -        •        -  1041 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -  1044 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 

intercourse  with  the  enemy  -  -  -1061 
on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  managers, 

on  the  bill  taxing  manufactures  -  -  1066 
on  postponing  the  bill  for  quieting  land 

claims,  dtc 1067 

on  amending  the  Yazoo  bill  ...  1078 
on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

(be  Bank  biU 1082 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Uniform 
MUittabiU IIOS 
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1123 
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Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Page. 

on  final  paeeage  of  the  resolution  to  pnrdiast 
Jefferson's  library  .        -        -        -        - 

on  amending  the  bill  ooneeming  property 
lost,  dec 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole  in  an  amendment  to  the  Appro- 
priation bill   ..---. 

on  Mr.  Kilboam's  resolution  respecting  pay- 
ment for  horses,  dee.       .... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  ibr  Che  relief 
of  Amy  Dftrdin       .        •        .        .        . 

on  amending  the  bill  for  repairing  the  pob- 
iic  buildingis  ...... 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 

on  recommitting  the  same         ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  postponing  the  report  on  Sunday  mails  1 146 

on  concurring  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee thereon 1147 

on  amending  the  Senate  biH  concerning  the 
Cumberland  road  .....  1149 

on  committing  the  Senate's  Bank  bill  1 149, 1152 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  collec- 
tion of  the  direct  tax      -        -        -  1 162, 1163 

on  indefinite  pestponement  of  the  Senate's 
Bank  bill 1168 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  1»U  con- 
cerning the  widow  of  Elbridge  Gerry      -UTS 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  Mr.  Ptsk'a 
resolution  concerning  the  pay  of  membera  1190 

on  the  third  reading  of  die  b'dl  conceming 
tax  collectors  .....  1192 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  £^ 
Ublishment 1251, 1252 

on  reconsidering  an  amendment  to  the  same  1253 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  EeUhlishment  -        -        -  1856,1266 

on  pos^ning  the  bill  fi>r  payment  of  Militia 
service  -        -        -    .    -        -        .        .  1264 

on  laying  on  the  tAble  the  bill  conceming 
imports  and  tonnage      ....  1270 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -  1271 

on  accepting  modificataons,  d^  on  the  Peace 
EetaUiahment       «...  127S,  1273 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
eeiming  Algerine  cruisers       - .      -        -  1276 

on  amending  the  same       ....  1278 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -  1279 
Young,  Brigadier  General  Robert,  statement  o^ 

to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  -       -        -  1643 


PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


Act,  an,  repealing  certain  acts  therein  mentioned  1938 
>  Additional  Appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 

year  1814,  an  act  making       -        -        -  1843 

Additional  Appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 

year  1815,  an  act  making       ...  1950 

Algerine  Cruisers,  an  act  conceming        -        -  1943 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  a  resolution  for 
furnishing  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress, dec,  to  the  -        -        -        -        -  1965 


Page. 

Army  of  the  United  States,  an  act  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  1837 
B. 

Brown,  Major  General  Jacob,  and  others,  a  res- 
olution expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress of  the  gallantry,  de&i,  of        -        -  I9$i 

C. 

Canton  District,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  an  act  at- 
taching a  certain  tract  of  land  to  the      -  1906 
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Cannick*  Major  D.,  a  retolution  exprettive  of 
the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry, 
&Cm  of 1966 

Carriages  and  the  harness  thereof,  an  act  laying 

daties  on       -        -        -        -        -        -  1889 

Claims  to  Lands,  an  act  giving  farther  time  to 

locate  certain 1867 

an  act  to  amend  and  extend  the  act  con- 
firming certain,  in  Hlinois  Territory        -  1926 

Collectors  of  Direct  Tax  and  internal  Daties,  an 

act  to  fix  the  compensation  of^  dec  -        -  1954 

Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  an  act  to  aathor- 
ize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ap- 
point a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the'     -        -  1836 

Courts  of  Justice  of  Indiana  Territory,  an  act  for 

the  regulation  of  the      -        -        -        -  1920 

Creek  Indians,  an  act  concerning  the  ^undary 

lines  fixed  hy  the  treaty  with  tile    •        -  1941 

Cumherland  Road,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act 

to  regulate  the 1912 

D. 

Destitute  and  distressed  American  Beamein,  an 

act  concerning       .....  1886 

Direct  Tax  upon  the  United  States,  an  act  lay- 
ing a     1869 

an  act  to  amend  the  ahove         ...  1944 

Discriminating  Duty,  an  act  repealing  certain 

acts  imposing  a 1934 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  laying  a  direct  tax 

upon  the 1926 

B. 

Earthquakes,  sn  set  for  the  relief  of  certain  suf- 
ferers by        1918 

F. 

Flotilla  Senrice,  an  act  to  repeal  certain  acts 

concerning  the      -     .  -        -        •        -  1925 

G. 

Gold  end  Silver  Watches.  (See  Household  Fur- 
niitiref  ^.) 

Gold,  Silver,  and  Plated  Ware,  dec,  sn  act  lay- 
ing a  duty  on 1926 

Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandiw,  an  act  laying 

duties  on  various 1879 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of 1912 

H. 

Household    Furniture  and    Qold    and    Silver 

Watches,  sn  act  laying  duties  on   -        •  1888 

Humiliation,  Fasting,  and  I^tiyer,  a  resolution 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  recommend  a  day  of        •        -  1965 
I. 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  an  act  further  to  provide 

for  the  collection  of  duties  on         •       -  1945 

Indemnification  of  certain  Claimants  of  Missis- 
sippi Lsnds,  an  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  providing  for  the       -        -        -        -  1896 
an  act  fturther  supplementaiy,  dbc.  •  1960 

Intercourse  with  the  enemy,  an  act  to  prohibit  •  1899 

Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  concerning  -  1935 

J. 

Jackson,  Major  General  Andrew,  a  resolution 

expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  -  1966 

Jefforson's  LilMcary,  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
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